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DEAFNESS CURED

By No rethod Until ¢ Actina "
Was Discovered

Ninety-five per cent. of all cases of deafness
brought to our attention is the result of chronic
catarrh of the throat and middle ear. The inner

ear cannot be reached by
probing or spraying, hence
the inability of aurists or
physicians to cure. That
there is a scientific cure
for deafness and catarrh is
demonstrated every day by
the use of Actina. Actina
also cures asthria, bron-
chitis, sore throat, weak
luags, colds and head-
ache, all of which are
directly or indirectly due
tocatarrh. We are receiv-
ing hundreds of letiers
like the following: F. W.
Harwood, 188 Walnut St.,
Springfield, Mass., writes:
" Actina cured me of deaf-
ness of six years’ standing,
after all other remedies
had failed.” Rev. W, H.
Moss, Joshue, Tex., writes: ** Actina cured my
wife of deafness of 40 years’ standing ; also
improved her eyesight.” E. H. Thomas, 2360
Bagless Ave., St. Anthony Park, St. Paul, Mirn.,
writes: " Actina cured my father of catarrh and
total deafness in one ear.” J. E. Sligh, Fair-
haven, Wash., writes: “*Actina has improved
my hearing and greatly benefited my eyes.”
N. J. Ryrne, Honey Grove, Texas, writes:
** Actina has done wonders for me ; it cured me
of catarrh and deafness ; no signs of catarrh or
deafness now.”

Actina is Sent on Trial, Postpaid

Call or write us about your case. We give
advice free and positive proof of cures. A valu-
able book—Prof. Wilson’s looglaze Dictionary
of Diseases, free, Address, New York and
London Electric Association, Dept. 46D, 929
Walnut St., Kansas City, Mo
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For Over Sixty Years
MRS. WINSLOW'S
SOOTHING SYRUP

has been used for children while teething. It soothes
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The Christmas Guest.
REV. EDWARD A. RAND.

Cold, cold the night,

snow
Sharp flashing in the icy moon ;
And who as host will shelter give
My Lord and King who cometh soon?

white, white the

No room for Him in all these homes
That are ablaze with festal cheer !

A palace each, but not one couch
For Him whose advent draweth near !

No host, no house ? Rise up, my soul,

Thou hast a chamber in this breast !
Make clean the room, set wide the door ;
Thy King shall be thy Christmas guest!

We have since learned that Sartor Resar-
tus was that brave-souled young Chris-
tian worker, Mr. C. N. Evans, who since
served his country in South Africa as
faithfully as he served his God at home,
and poured out the costly libation of
his life upon the brown veldt of the
Transvaal.

The amount of editorial forethought
and forework in providing the lessom
notes for the year are appreciated by few.
The several churches prepare not' merely
tiieir lesson motes a month in advance,
but yearly issues of lesson helps and
commentaries for the whole year. None
of tha churches surpass, none, we think,
equal, the Sunday School literature of the
greatest Methodist body in the world, the
Methodist Episcopal Church of the United
States. Early in October came The Il-
lustrated Lesson Notes, a volume of 400
octavo pages, reviewed in our last num-
ber. The same month came, first, The
Senior Scholar’s Handbook, neatly bound
in leather, with lesson helps, maps, ete.,
for advanced students, then The Yo
People’s Lesson Helps, a book of
pages, and The First Lesson Book for ir-
termediates, 208 pages, at the very low
price of 16 cents each, by mail 20 cents,
There is also a dainty Golden Text Book,
with the 1 Bible readi facts
about the Bible, in an elegant pamphlet
at 30 cents per dogzen.
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Young People’s Day.

Bridge Street Church, Belleville, was
well to the fore in celebrating it. The
morning services began with a sunrise
meeting at seven o'clock, followed by a
praise and thanksgiving service at ten,
and the customary morning service at
eleven, the pastor, Rev. Dr. Crothers,
preaching on the appropriate topie,
“Youthful Dreams.” At 7 p.m. a very
bright and attractive platform meeting
was held, at which addresses in reference
to the special topic of the day were made
by Rev. Dr. Crothers, Mr. William John-
son, and Mr. C. P. Holton. The report
of the Intermediate and Junior Leagues
showed a very healthy and gratifying
state of affairs. Mr. William Johnson
spoke on “Social Work and Reading
Rooms,” and his address showed him to
possess a very deep acquaintance with and
interest in his subject. The church of

the future must be open seven days in the
week, and must look after strangers in
the community with quite as much zea)
as the charitable organizations look after
the poor and needy. That js missionary
work in its truest sense, and is \eing done
in many places. Speaking of Bridge
Street Church, with its library and read-
ing-rooms, as a case in point, Mr. John-
son paid a tribute to the memory of the
late Mrs. Nathan Jones, whose abiding
influence had been felt in the work which
had been multiplying and growing in
efficiency from year to year, and whicn
she was the direct cause of having started.
Mr.: C. P. Holton spoke on * Home and
Foreign Mission Work.” The home mis-
slon work of the E. L. of C, E., as enu-
merated by him, showed that the young
people of Bridge Street Church were a
great power for good in Belleville, while
the fact that between the young people
of Bridge Street Church and their con-
freres of Picton, and the students of Al-
bert College, they maintained a mission-
ary, Dr. Wrinch, who labored for the
Master in the North-West amongst the
Indians, and whose expenses were met
by the three societies mentioned above,
shows that they are progressive and alive
to the needs of the work.—Belleville In-
telligencer, 13th October,

The Church versus The ‘Saloon.

—

To be a child of God is to be an enemy
of the saloon,

The stain of bar-room blood dishonors
Christian government,

Any alliance with the liquor traffic will
be an unholy alliance,

The church should see that civil law
be brought in harmony with divine law.

To evangelize the ballot-box is the
high commission given Christian citizen-
ship.

“No more license, but suppression,” is
the battle-cry voiced by every Christian
tongue, and heard in every Christian
home,

‘the church is the divinely commis-
sioned leader in all moral and social re-
form.

Shall saloonists dominate our churches,
our schools, our culture, our enterprise,
our capital, and subordinate the rights
and interests of a patriotic and righteous
majority to the lustful gainings of a
selfish minority ?

When the pulpit seeks to make men
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good, and ieaves it to law to make them
bad, the work of the church is undone.

Rev. Dr. Rankin writes: “ Whiskey
must go; and if every preacher in the
State will do his duty, the time of its
going is not far off.”

The Canadian pulpit is commissioned to
80 up and conquer for God the temple
of Canadian manhood.

If God has instituted civil government
for moral ends, the church should see that
it is not used for immoral purposes.

Rum not only pulls the church from
men, but pulls men from the church.

If a man’s name has the right to be on
a saloon-license petition, it has no right
on the church list,

A license ballot has no place in the
hands of a Christian man.

The temperance reform stands to-day
“upon the heights of answered prayer.”

“Forward !” is the word that comes
ringing along the lines from the divine
side of the conflict.

Every vote for the saloon is a vote
against the church. Therefore vote for
prohibition.

General Conference Echoes.

“ Haven't they got the Western fever
bad ?” was the remark of several as they
went home from the gathering in Bridge
Street Sunday School rooms, after listen-
ing to the Rev. Dr. Crothers and Mr. Wm.
. Johnson for an hour dilate on the Geraral

Conference, Methodist Statistics, Winni-
peg, Wheat, “ The Rockies,” Vancouver,
etc. Both gentlemen were in their best
form, and gave as interesting address as
ever the walls of that historic church have
echoed to. While it was evident that
they must have been amongst the most
diligent in attendance to ‘their duties at
the General Conference, and kept their
ears open to what was said, they also had
their eyes busy taking in outside

Methodist Magazine and Review
for November,

This number maintains its rejputation
for up-to-date interest. The Jew-baiting
in Roumania and oclsewhere is fully
treated by the Editor, and in an article
by the Rev. J. C. Seymour, on “ Justice
to the Jew,” and one by the Rev. Dr.
Harlan or “7Tne Jew in Prophecy an.
History,"”-—a symposium of great curren.
interest, A character-sketch of Lady
Henry Somerset, who is scom to visit
Canada, is also of current interest.
Among the illustrated articles are, “ The
Highlands of Ontario,” “ The Daily Work
of a Missionary in India,” “In Dale-
carlia,” “ Masterpleces of French Paint-
ing,” and a character-sketch of the wise
and witty Sydney Smith, afl well illus~
trated. There are also articles on “ The
Earth’s Beginnings,” * Sketches of the
General Conference at Wianipeg,” by Dr.
Chown, “The Solar Slave ” and a short
sketch of G. Campbell Morgan. The
General Conference and other timely
topies are discussed by the Editor. In
this number begins a story of adventure
by sea and land, of absorbing interest,
by Frank Bullen. November and De-
cember numbers will be given free to
new subscribers. T'wo or more copies to
schools, $1.60 each. Many schools have
taken from two to ten copies of this maga-
zine as beiug better and cheaper than
library books.

Toronto : Willlam Briggs. Montreal :
C. W. Coates. Halifax: S. F. Huestis.
$2.00 & year; $1.00 for six months.

An Offering or An Assessment ?

Contributions from the children of the
Bondas Sk

I£ all the two hundred and ninety-eight
delegates to the General Conference, who
came from between che extremes of New-
foundland and Japan have become pos-
sessed of the West as Dr. Crothers and
Mr. Yohnson have, and talk about it as
they did, the trek from the States of Min-
nesota, Dakota, Kansas, and Nebraska to
Canada will be a small affair, as compared
to what these delegates will accomplish in
attracting people to “ the granary of the
world,” as the now-famous Canadian arch
in London termed our wheat-belt.—Belle-
ville Intelligencer.

1 should be made as much
an offering to God as those from older

Qoh

bers of the Sunday 1; but how
often the money given by the young peo-
ple is appropriately designated as * col-
lection”! 'While nobody ever says in
80 many words that au assessment is
made on the children, there is a wide-
spread feeling that “a penny” must go
with every child. Away with such an
idea! Make the giving a holy offering
to God, ang fewer pennies (but more
money) will be found when the treasurer
of the school ts up the ts,—
8. 8. Times.
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PuBLISHER'S ANNOUNCEMENT,

Fair Play for Canadian Papers by Canadian
Schools is asked.

BECAUSE they are calculated to foster a
healthy national spirit in our young
people which no foreign periodical,
however good otherwise, is likely to
do,

PECAUSE they are as cheap and as large
aud as well printed, illustrated, and
edited as any imported papers,

The Sunday School publications of the
Methodist Book and Publishing House
are edited by a Canadian whose ability
as an author is recognized at home and
abroad, and are produced by Canadian
workmen. They treat of subjects of in-
terest to Canadians generally. They are
illustrated more fully than most other
periodicals. They are as good value in
every way you look at them—quality,
quantity, and price—as any periodicals to
be obtained.

Should we not have fair play ? and if
a preference is shown, should we not
have the preference ?

The Methodist Magazine and
Review for 1903,

The December number of The Meth-
odist Magazine and Review completes
the fifty-sixth volume and twenty-eighth
year of its publication. It was estab-
l:ehed to supply pure and healthy read-
ing matter to our homes, and to encour-
age native talent and a love for elevat-
ing literature. Its columns during the
past twenty-eight years bear witness how
faithfully both of these purposes have
been carried out. There is little doubt
that many of the articles given to its
readers would not have been penned, had
it not been for the facilities which this
magazine afforded for giving the thoughts
written to the world. There is also lit-
tle doubt that these and other articles,
the bright pictures, wholesome fiction
and poetry have brightened many an
hour and given pleasure to®*thougands of
readers. Nothing has appeared ‘hat
would harm, but everything has been of

an intellectual and elevating character
and of an exceeding high literary stand-
ard.

In these days of cheap and often per-
nicious literature every family should
supply its members with wholesome read-
ing matter, and encourage them to read
it. You may be sure if what is good is
not supplied what is not good will be sure
to find its way in. We cannot keep out
reading matter of some kind, Let us see
to it that our reading matter is as whole-
some as our food. The Methodist Maga-
zine and Review can be safely given into
the hands of every member of the home
with confidence that they will receive
nothing but good from its perusal,

Its articles on travel, invention, social
brogress, missionary effort, character-
sketches of notable men and women,
poetry and fiction, and its bright illus-
trations will refine and elevate the tastes
of its readers and make them better citi-
zens, better sons and daughters, better
husbands and wives than the light and
often trashy popular periodicals which are
80 largely taken.

See illustrated announcement for 1908,

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Publisher.

Price to schools for two copies or more
$160. Many uchools have taken from
two to ten copies for circulation, as be-
ing cheaper and better than books,

Special Offer to Methodist Maga-
zine and Review Subscribers.

Any subscriber to The Magazine, who
will send us, with his renewal, a new
subscription, either at the full $2.00 rate
or in connection with The Guardian or
Wesleyan at the club rate $1.76 will re-
ceive postpaid a copy of either of the fol-
lewing interesting stories by Dr. With-
row :

LAWRENCE TEMPLE,
BARBARA HECK,
VALERIA,

NEVILLE TRUEMAN.
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These books are sold at 75 cents, and
have had a very extensive sale. For
each new subscriber obtained as above
one of these books will be sent free. The
new subscriber also will receive the No-
vember and December numbers of this
{;:{ free, in addition to the numbers of

Onward.

Our Senior Paper

eannot be excelled for the money. Pro-
fusel,” illustrated, Eight pages per
week, with special holiday number of
sixteen pages. For 1903 arrangements
have been made for a serial story, “ All
He Knew,” by the author of “ Helen’s
Babies,” also “The Circuit Rider,” by
the late Dr. Eggleston, and an illustrated
story by Dr. Withrow. Any one of
these In book fc.m would cost more than
a year's subscription to Onward. In
addition a series of portraits and sketches
of distinguished Canadians, with stories
of travel and adventure, poetry, and anec-
dote. = Short lesson notes bearing on the
International Series are g feature of
each issue,

Pleasant Hours.

Our Intermediate Paper

Four pages every week of bright,
original and carefully selected reading
matter, and plentifully illustrated. A
stirring serial of the days of Wesley will
appear, and will bring before its readers
a vivid picture of early Methodism of the
Ol Land, especially its trials and tri-
umphs 1 Cornwall, with smuggling ad-
ventures and lots of life and “ 80,” such
as young people, and older ones, too, will
thoroughly enjoy. Short serials by the
author of “ Sun Lake " will also be given,
and other stories. The serial story is
probably the most effective help towards
retaining the interest of the scholars and
securing their regular attendance, Short
lesson notes, suitable for intermediate
scholars, and bearing on the International
Series, are given in each issue,

Sunbeam and Happy Days.

Our Junior Papers

Four pages of simple stories in short
words and sentences adapted to tle
minds of the junior classes of our schools
and copiously illustrated, The two pa-
bers are each issued fortnightly, one al-
ternating with the other, and when both
are taken forming a weekly paper. They
may be taken separately or together, but
it a weekly paper is desired both must be

taken. They contain lesson notes suit-
atle for junior classes,

The Sunday School Banner.
Our Teachers' Help

This journal has for thirty-six years
been recognized as the leading Sunday
School Teachers’ Help of this country, It
has been enlarged and improved, and to-
day is generally admitted to be unsur-
passed as a lesson commentary for those
having but a limited time to give to the
Dreparation of the lesson, Nothing im
portant is overlooked, but condensed and
but in such a manner as to be readily
understood by the teacher and com-
municated to the scholar, The Editorial
Depertment  contains suggestions and
thoughts of much value to teachers and
superintendents. The infant class teach-
ers’ department is not excelled by any
publication,

The Berean Senior Quarterly,
Senior Scholars’ Help

These advanced lesson notes, issued
quarterly, are thoroughly adapted to the
senior classes and liome Department of
our Sunday School work, They contain
a vast amount of general information re-
sarding the geography, persons, utensils,
customs of the people, and many other
things that throw light on the lessons of
the quarter. These notes are very in-
efructive and interesting to those whe
read the Scriptures for pleasure only, and
are likely to promote a much enlarged
use of the Bible in the homes, because of
the added interest the knowledge of these
circumstances gives, Forty-eight pages
per quarter, with maps and illustrations,

The Berean Intermediate
Quarterly.

Intermediate Scholars’ Help

This quarterly publication, which has
been enlarged and improved, contains the
full text of the lessons, responsive re-
view service, questions and catechism for
use by the schulara in the class and
school-room. The enlargement from 16
to 24 paces, with colored cover (28 in all),
places this important adjunct to the suc-
cessful school as the cheapest and best
publication of its class to be obtained,

The Berean Leaf.
Issued monthly, consists of four pages,
containing text of the lesson, with ques-
tions and Golden Text. It is similar
in character to the “Intermediate Quar-
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terly, but does not contain the Respon-
sive Review Service. Many schools,
Lowever, consider the monthly part as
being more economical than the quarterly,
as it is not so likely to be lost before its
usefulness is over. We strongly com-
mend the “ Quarterly” as much the bet-
ter value for the money.

Dewdrops.

Infant Class Help

Our little weekly of four pages for the
infant classes, has lesson notes adapted
to infant minds, an interestingly wrig-
ten Rible story, and is beautifully illus-
trated and printed in colored inks. Well
adapted to interest and instruct the lit-
tle people.

The Quarterly Review Service.

Published every three months for use
or Review Sunday, the last Sunday in
each quarter, by schools which do not
vee  the  “Intermediate  Quarterly.”
Contains Review Questions, Respousive
Readings, Hymns, etc. The “ Interme-
diate Quarterly ” includes this service.

Letter from %a Veteran Sunday
School Worker,

HE Rev. William Herridge, one of
the oldest and most honored min-
isters of the Methodist Church, has

for many years taken a profound interest
in Sunday School work. He has estab-
lished valuable prizes at Victoria Univer-
sity to encourage the study by the young
mdnisters of improved Sunday School
methods. He writes as follows on the
need of the hour in our Sunday School
work :

Please accept my hearty thanks for
your kindness in sending me the printed
«copy of your plea before the General Con-
ference for more aggressive work in our
Sunday Schools. I most heartily sympa-
thize with you in your important work,
and with the views expressed in that pa-
per. Iam waiting the published proceed-
ings of the General Conference to learn
to what extent it has gone in granting
your request, but I do hope the new com-
mittee or board has very extensive pow-
ers in dealing with the whole question of
Svnday School work.

Our defect has been in our ministers

not giving sufficient time and labour to
the childrca of their charge, and in not
directing the Sunday School work of their
vharges, as it is necessary they should
do, and must do, if we are to get a firmer
hold on the intellects and hearts of our
juveniles. The present tendency is in
the right direction, but its progress
should be quickened. It seems to me
that we may learn more on Sunday School
questions and  work in Angland
than from the United States,
Large Sunday School conventions
are not so popular with them as with us,
but for real solid work they are in ad-
vance of us. The morning session of the
Sunday School affords twice the time for
teaching than our teachers have; while
the invarial.e practice of the Sunday
School at the close of its morning ses-
sion being present at the public service
affords the preacher an excellent eppor-
tunity for giving religlous instruction,
such as our ministers have not.

Have you noticed the large preponder-
ance of Sunday School scholars over the
number of communicants in the churches
of the Old Land, and the preponderance
of communicants over the number of
Sunday School scholars on this continent?
The accompanying figures will show this
to be the case. The statistics relating
to Methodism in England and to the
churches of the United States, are princi-
pally from the United States Methodist
Year Book of 1901.

The number of church members and
Sunday School scholars in England and
Wales, the United States, and Canada :
Communi-

cants
1,920,140

8. 8.
Scholars
2,410,209
503,492
707,904
83,030
456,612

Denomination

Congregationalist
Presbyterian
Primitive Methodist
Wesleyan Methodist

M. E. Church, North U, 8
M, E. Church, South U, 8
Presbyterian, N, A 3 2,110,431
Congregationalist § 628,234
Anglicans, U, 8. 5 , 206
Canada, Methodist. 282,250

8,070,173
e b i A

These figures were arranged two years
ago, and may be relied upon as far as
they go. It will be seen that while in
England and Wales the Sunday School
scholars outnumber the communicants by
1,646,300, in the United States and Canada
the communicants outnumber the Sunday
School scholars by 1,264,532,
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But I must close. In doing so I must

e say that I think the literature you have

provided for our Sunday Schools has been
first-class in quality, and, I trust, with
your many years’ experience, the future
will be increasingly successful. For
several years before the Union of 1883
I had taken The Methodist Magazine,
am taking it to-day, and never appre-
ciated it more highly than I am doing
this year.

Again wishing you great success in
efforts to win youthful hearts to the
Saviour,

Yours faithfully,
WM. HERRIDGE.

A New Serial.

With the November number of The
Methodist Magazine and Review begins
a new serial of great strength and beauty
by that distinguished writer, Frank Bul-
len, author of “ With Christ at Sea.” It
is a story of life among the lowly, and of
stirring and romantic adventures by sea
and land. It will run through the greater
part of 1903. New subscribers will re-
ceive the November and December num-
bers free.  TWe ought to have at least a
thousand new subscribers,

Of “The Cruise of the Cachalot,” by
the same author, Kipling says :

It is immense—there is no other word.
I've never read anything that equals it in
it¢ deep-sea wonder and mystery, nor do
I think that any book before has so com-
pletely covered the business of whale-fish-
ing, and at the same time given such real
and new sea pictures, [ congratulate
yon mosg heartily. It's a new world that
you've opened the door to.”

We are glad to observe that the Met-
10politan  Epworth League, Toronto, an-
nounces a series of weekly studies and
addresses on such subjects as * North-
West Missions,” by N, W. Rowell, K.C.;
“Old Testament Prophets,” by Professor
McLaughlin ; “ How and What to Read,”
by Dr. Milligan ; “ Music,” by Dr. Tor-
ricgton ; “ Piety, Patriotism, and Poli-
tics,” by J. R. L. Starr, B.A.; “Business
Methods,” by Mr. Chester D, Massey, and
a special series of missionary topics by
Miss McGuffin, Mrs, Sparling, Miss
Cavers, and others. We anticipate great
benefit to the League and its friends from
this series,

The Wise Men.

BY CLINTON SCOLLARD.
The Wise Men wander across the world,
(O the Star in the sky !)
Bearing their godly gifts of gold,
(How the low wind whispereth by ?
Whispereth
Of birth, not death,
With joy in its lifteq ery.)

The Wise Men come unto Bethlehem ;
(O the Star in the sky!)
A star is the beacon that guideth them.
(How the soft wind hastenefh by !
Hasteneth
The while it saith,
“O the Light of the world is nigh !")

The Wise Men kneel at an infant’s feet,
(O the Star in the sky!)
And the loving mother smileth sweet,
(While the wind it hurrieth by,—
Hurrieth
As it gladly saith,
“O the hope of the world is high!")

Fhe Wise Men rise, and they go their
ways ;
(O the Star in the sky !)
And all this happened in the ancient days,
(But the wind still gladdeneth by,—
Gladdeneth
At the death of Death,
That Life hath the victory !)

—S8. 8. Times.

Great Babylon.

Herman Hillprecht, who has been ex-

cavating mcunds in Nippur states that
he will devote his life to desiphering the
23,000 tablets found while excavating.
He said to a New York Sun representative
recently :

“The contents of the tablets will al-
together change the ideas of the world
as to the state of civilization and know-
ledge of that early people. It will be
seen that they knew, 2300 B.C., that the
earth was a globe, and that their as-
tronomers took the same view of celestial
phenomena as we now take.

“ Nippur is, in fact, sixteen cities, one
built above the other. We have by no
means reached the lower of the buried
cities. Much of the Temple Library has
been brought here, and it is now in the
museum of the university here. The
temple in that early period was not only
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the place of religious worship, it was also
the school, the college,

“Within the last four months our
most important discoveries were made,
The day before I embarked on my home-
ward voyage I had in my hand a tablet
upon which were the minutest astron-
omical calculations as to the constellation
Scorpion.

“One of the most interesting tablets is
mathematical. The Babylonians, in the
multiplication table, for instance, went
far beyond us. Our multiplication table
stops at 12; 12 times 12 is the highest.
The Babylonian tables went up to 60.
There children might have sung 60 times
60 in reciting the multiplication table.
Indeed, for astronomical purposes, they
earried the table out to 1,300 ; that is,

LESSONS AND GOLDEN TEXTS-—

the results of multiplication up to 1,300
times 1,300 were tabulated. They wanted
to know at once the result of large cal-
culations. They did not want to be re-
tarded in their work by arithmetical
problems ; that was why they extended
the table so far.

“The Babylonian children would
have been wonders in our view. Not
only did they have to learn arithmetical
tables carried out to four figures, but
they also had to learn two languages, the
Babylonian and the Samarian, one a
learned, the other a colloquial, language;
and that in the schools of the lowest
grades, and not as our children learn
Latin in the high school, by the mouthful,
but so thoroughly as to be able to speak
and write themy',”

QUARTER.

Studies in the Old Testament from Moses to S8amuel.

Lesson 1. Oct. 5.—Josnua Excouraaep. Josh. 1:
111 Commit vs. 8,9. (Read Josh, chs. 1, 2) GoLbeN
: Josh. 1: 0. Be strong and of a good courage.

2, Oct. 12.—CRossiNG THE JORDAN. Josh. 8: 9.17,
Btudy Josh. 3:9t04:7. Commit vs. 15-17. (Read Josh.
8: 1to5:12) Goupex Texr: Isa. 48: 2. When thou
m through the waters, I will be with thee: and

&l;tha rivers, they shall not overflow thee.

8. 19.—Tug FaLy or Jeriono, Josh. 6: 12-20,
Study Josh, 6: 8-20. Commit v. 20. (Read Josh. 5:
18toll: ?J.L GoLDEN Texr: Heb. 11: 80. By faith the
walls of Jericho fell down.

4. Oct. 26,—JosnUA AND Oaues, Josh. 14: 5-15.
Commit vs, 12.14. (Read Josh. ch. 14, and Num. 14 :
:'-‘l:z Gouoiw Texr : Josh. 14: 14. He wholly followed

6. Nov, 2.—Crris or Revven. Josh. 20:1.9, Commit
90,14, (Read Psa. 46.) Gouben Texr: Psa. 46:1. God
is our refuge and strength, a very present help in

- e,
%978 Nov. 0.—Josmua's Parmine Aovic. Josh. 24 : 14-25,
Commiit ve, 14, 15, (Read Josh. 21 : 43 to 24: 33.) GoLorN
¢ Josh. 24: 16. Choose you this day whom ye will

serve.

7. Nov. 16.—Tas TiMx or T Jupees. Judg. 2: 7-16.
Btudy Judg. 2: 7-19. Commit ve. 18, 19, (Read Judg.
ohs. 2-5) Goupey Texr: Psa. 107: 19, They cry un
the Lord in their trouble, and he saveth them out of
their distresses,

Lesson 8, Nov, 23.—Worup's TEMPERANCE Lkssox,
e Read |

Isa. 28: 1.7, Study Isa. 28: 1-18. Commit v, 7. (
Jea, 28.) GoupeN Texr: Isa. 28: 7. They also have
erred through wine.

9. Nov. 80.—GipEON AND TiE THREE HUNDRED, Judges
7:18. Study Judg. 7:1-8, 16-2l. Commit vs, 19-21.
Gouoen Texr: Ps. 118: 8. It is better to trust in the
Lord than to put confidence in man.

10. Dec. 7.—Rurit ANp Naomt. Ruth 1:16-22. Commit
vs, 16, 17. (Read Ruth chs, 14.) Goupen Texr: Rom.
12: 10. Be kindly affectioned one to another,

11. Dec. 14,—Tux Boy Samus.. 1 Sam, 8: 614
Study 1 Sam, 8: 1-14, Commit vs. 7-10. (Read 1 SBam-
ohs. 1-3. GouoEN Tuxr: 1 Sam. 8: 9. Speak, Lord; for
thy servant heareth.

12. Dec. 21,—SAMUEL THE JUupak, 1 Sam. 7: 213,
Commit v« 810, (Read 1 Sam, chs. 4, 7. GOLDEN Taxr:
1 8am. 7: » Prepare yous hearts unto the Lord, and
serve him Hsnly,

Or, (' RISTMAS LussoN. Luke 2: 820, Commit ve.

10, 11. Read Isa, 9: 1.7; Heb. 1.) GoLorN Tmxr: Luke
2: 11, vor unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Savic ar, which is Christ the Lord.

13, Jec. 28.—Review, Commit the Golden Texts for
the Quarter. Read Lessons for the Quarter, GOLDEN
Texr: Psa. 90: 1. Lord, thou hast been our dwelling
place in all generations,

ORDER OF SERVICES—FOURTH QUARTER.,
Surr. The Lorp preserveth all them that love

OPENING SERVICE,
L SiuxNcs.
TL Resroxsive SeNtesces. (Psa. 145, 8-10, 17-21.)
Burr. The Lorp is gracious, and full of com-
passion ; slow to anger, and of great

mercy.
Th.!';{nl'lloodwl-ﬂ: and his tender
mercies are over all his works.

and thy saints shall bleas thee.

The Lorb is righteous in ail his ways, and
holiolnnuhllworkl.

The RD {8 nigh unto all them that call
mum,wnumunllnponhlmm

111y

him: but all the wicked will he dmg. §

Bcwoon. My mouth shall speak the rni.u of the
{nm: and let all flesh bless his holy
name for ever and ever,

111 Sivarxa,

1V. Tz Tax O OR THE A &8’ OREED.
V. Praver, followed by the Lord’s Prayer in concert,
VL SiNaiNa.

CLOSING SERVICE,
L. Sivaina,

IL Rsroxsive Szxrences. (Psa, 84. 8, 10.)
Surr, taste and see that the Lorp is
1s the man that trusteth in him.
Suer. Many are the afflictions of the righteous :
SomooL. h&mhlyddlnmhhlmwtolmm
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linternational Bible Lessons.

FOURTH QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT,

LESSON X. Ruth and Naomi.

. [Dee, 7.

GOLDEN TEXT. Be kindly affectioned one to another, Rom. 12, 10,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
Ruth 1. 16-22,
[Read Ruth chapters 1-4, ]

16 And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave
thee, or to return from following after thee:
for whither thou goest, I will go; and where
thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be
my _peoplo, and thy God my God:

17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there
will T be buried: the Lorp do so to me, and
more also, if aught but death part thee and me.

18 When she saw that she was steadfastly
minded to go with her, then she left speaking
unto her.

19 So they two went until they came to
Beth'-le-hem. And it came to pass, when they
were come to Beth-le-hem, that all the eity
was woved about them, and they said, /s this
Na-0'mi?

20 And she said unto them, Call me not Na-
o'mi, call me Ma'ra: for the Almighty hath
dealt very bitterly with me.

21 T went out full, and the Lorp hath
brought me home again empty: why then eall
me Na-o'mi, seeing the Lorp hath testified
against me, and the Almighty hath affiicted me?

22 So Na-o'mi retmrned. and Ruth the Mo’
ab-it-ess, her davghter-in-l.w, with her, which
returned out of the country of Mo'ab: and they
came to Beth'-le-hem in the beginning of barley
harvest.

[ Commit to memory verses 16, 17.)

AMERICAN REVISED VERSION.*

16 And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave
thee, and to return from following after thee;
for whither thou goest, I will g£o; and, where
thou lodgest, T will lodge; thy people shall be
my people, and thy God my God; 17 where
thou diest, will I die, and there will I be
buried : Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if
aught but death part thee and me. 18 Aund
when she saw that she was steadfastly mindeJd
to go with her, she left off speaking unto her,

10 So they two went until they came to
Beth-lehem. And it came to pass, when they
were come to Beth-lehem, that all the city was
moved about them, and the women said, Is this
Naomi? 20 And she said unto them, Call me
not Naomi, call me Mara; for the Almiglty
hath dealt very bitterly with me. 21 I went
out full, and Jehovah hath brought, me home
again empty : why call ye me Naomi, seeing Jeho-
vah hath testified against me, and the Almighty
hath afflicted me? 22 So Naonii returned, and
tuth the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, with
her, who returned out of the country of Moah:
and they came to Beth-lehem in the beginning
of barley harvest,

Time.—Variously estimated from B. C. 1222
te B. C. 1180. Places.—The land of Moab,
east of the Dead Sea. Bethlehem in Judea.

Home Readings.

M. Sad bereavements, Ruth 1, 1-10,

Tw. Ruth and Naomi. Ruth 1, 14-22,

W. Ruth and Boaz. Ruth 2. 1-12,

Th Kindness of Boaz. Ruth 2, 13-23,

P, Jonathan and David. 1 Sam. 20. 11-17,
8. Brotherly love. 1John 4, 7-21,

8. Inseparable love. Rom. 8. 81-30,

Lesson Hymns,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 131,
Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love ;

The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 372,

Wonderful story of love !
Tell it to me again ;

Wonderful story of love ;
Wake the immortal strain !

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 328,

Sun of my soul, thou Saviour dear,
It is not night if thou be near ;

Oh, may no earth-born cloud arise,
To hide thee from thy servant’s eyes !

“The American Revision, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
& Sons.
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Questions for Senior Sclolars,

Why did they leave their own country?
Who married Ruth in Moab?

in Bethlehem ?

Who insisted upon returning with her?

What sacrifice did her choice involve?

with Naomi?

return to Moah?
To what place did they come?

affection and esteem for Naomi?
What does the name “Naomi” mean?
What did she ask them to call her?
To what did she attribute her sorrows?

lehem?

Questi for Int e Doa s
1. Ruth’s Request (verses 16, < I

back to her home?

women ?
What had Naomi told the women to do?

return to Bethlehem ?
In what country did this oceur?

2. Ruth's Resolution (verses 18, 19).

Who tried still to have her go back?
Why did Naomi desire it?

futh would not go?
What is said of her determination ?

discourage us?

‘Christian life?
Can you give Ruth's beautiful words?
3. Rutk’s Reward (verses 20-22),

them?
What great honor came to Ruth?

descendant of hers?
Who was her greatest descendant ?

born?
Or what nation was Ruth?

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.
¥ Who went to the land of Moab with Naomi?

Why did Naomi return to her former home
Who accompanied her when ghe left Moab?

How did she show her strength of affection?
Could Ruth foresee any advantage in going
What would probably be her duty to Naomi?

When did Naomi cease insisting upon Ruth's

How did the people of Bethlehem show their

At what time of the year did they reach Beth-

Who was the other Moabite woman who went

Who were the two men, the husbands of these
What had occurred to make Naomi want to

Why had Naomi and her family come there?

Do you suppose that, after all, she was glad

2 Will good people sometimes thoughtlessly

What is necessary to continue an earnest

How did the people of Bethlehem receive
Whom did she marry, and who was a great

In what town were both David and Jesus

[Dee. 7,
Questions for Younger Scholars,

Who was Ruth? A Moabite woman,

Who was Naomi? A woman f Bethlehem
in Judah,

Why was Naomi in the land or Moab? RBe-
cause of a famine in Canaan,

Where was her husband? He was dead,

What were the names of her sons? Mahion
and Chilion,

Whom did they marry? Orpah and Ruth,

What became of the sons? They died,

Where did Naomi wish to go? To her old
home,

Who went a little way with her? Ruth and
Orpah,

What did Orpah do? She went back to her
people,

What did Ruth do? She went with Naomi,

Why?  Because she loved her,

What did Ruth find? A good heme in Beth-
lehem,

Who was her great-grandson? King David,

Who was born in her family line? 7he Lora
Jesus Christ,

The Lesson Catechism,
(For the entire school.)
1. To what land did Ruth belong? To the
land of Moab.

2. With whom did she leave the land of
Moab? With Naomi, her mother-in-law,

3. What did she say of Naomi's people, tl¢
Israelites? “Thy people shall be my people,”

4. Whom did she choose for her (od? The
Lord God of Israel,

5. Who were afterward descendants of Ruth’
David, the king, and Jesus Christ.

6. What is the GoLbEN TEXT? “Be kindly
ete.

The Church Catechism,

4. Upon what is true religion founded? True
religion is founded upon the knowledge of God and
of his will revealed to man.

John 17. 3. And this is life eternal, that they
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent,

Romans 10. 17. 8o then faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God.
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THE LESSON OUTLINE

Friendship HHuman and Div

I. CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP,
Thy people shall be my people, and thy GGod
my God, v, 16,
Very pleasant hast thou been unto me; thy
love to me was wonderful, 2 Sam. 1, 20.
Love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous,
1 Pet. 3. 8,
IT. STEADFAST FRIENDSUIP,
Nhe was steadfastly minded, v. 18,
A friend loveth at all times, and a brother
is born for adversi Prov, 17, 17,
There is a friend that sticketh closer than a
brother, Prov. 18, 24,
11, Tue BLESSINGS OF AFFLICTION,
The Lord hath brought me home empty. v, 21,
Tribulation worketh patience; and pa-
tience, experience; and experience, hope,
Rom, 5. 3, 4,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, i 847

Whom the Lord loveth he correcteth, even
as a father the son in whom he delighteth
Prov. 8. 12,
IV. CHANGES oF ForTu N,
I avent out full . . . home again empty. v,
21,
Let the brother of low degree rejoice in
that he is exalted; but the rich, in that
he is made low. James 1, 0, 10,
Before T was afflicted I went astray ; but
now have I kept thy word. I’sa. 119, ¢T,
V. Tue FRIENDSHIP OF Gop,
Tie Lord hath brought me., v. 21,
All things work together for good to them
that love God. Rom. 8. 28,
The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich,
and he addeth no sorrow with it.  Prov.
10, 22,

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

The book of Ruth, from which our lesson is taken,

stories, an “‘exquisite little idyl,” a picture of soc

is one of the gems of literature—the loveliest of love

vial life in rural Judah during the early part of the
period of the Judges. It is emphatically a story, but unquestionably true,

It was not written asa chronicle

immediately after the occurrence of the events narrated ; Matt. 1.5 gives a hint as to the early date of the

events, while the opening sentence of the book itself comes down later than the age of the
allusions to David and to customs ““ in former times * imply the comparative ]
authorship is unknown. As a historic document it doubtless had value because of the bit of gel
in its last five verses, which connect Pharez, the son of

Judges, and the
ateness of the writing, The
nealogy
Judah, with David, the son of Jesse, the line passing

through Boaz, the husband of Ruth. But it had greater value, even to the Hebrew reader, because of the

sheer beauty of its incidents and the exquisite simplicity with which they are recorded.

Then, too, it

contains a simple but direct lesson on the kind providence of God which rewarded the heroine's love and
faith. Our lesson is fitly introduced by the preceding verses, Elimelech, of Bethlehem, with his wife and
two sons, had migrated to Moab. The name of his wife was Naomi, and of his sons Mahlon and Chilion,
In Moab, Elimelech and his two sons had died, and Naomi in her bereavement turns to her home, When
she had left there was a famine in Palestine 3 now plenty had returned. The widows of her two sons jour-
neyed with her.  When they came to the border Naomi lovingly bade them farewell, and gave them her best
wishes for a renewal of happy days. But they loved her and could not bear to leave her, Naomi felt it to
be her duty to urge their return, “They lifted up their voice, and wept again; and Orpah kissed her
mother-in-law,” and returned, *“ but Ruth clave unto her,” After further urgency on Naomi’s part our
lesson begins, The whole book should be studied and our pupils be made familiar with the entire story,

Verses 16, 17. Entrcat me not to leave
thee,  “Insist nmot on me forsaking thee.”
Whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou
lodgest, I will lodge. 'This refers rather to the

nightly halts than to the end of the journey.
Ruth’s love for Naomi was genuine, She pre-
ferred privation and fatigue and the perils of
travel with her mother-in-law to prosperity in
Moab without her. Thy people shall be my
people, and thy God my God. There is no verb

in the original, and one wonders that at least
the American Revisers did not supply the
copula “is.,”” Already Ruth claims affinity with
Naomi's race, and a share in the promises made
by Naomi's God. Where thou diest, will I
die, and there will I be buried. We of the West
are apt to pass over such a phrase as this as a-
mere rhetorical extension of the thought already
given. But we have only faint appreciation of
the intensity of love for Fatherland which most
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races of humanity have had. The Chinese laun-
dryman who economizes so that his remains
may be taken back to China for burial ; the Jew
who toils and starves through decades in hope
that in leisurely old age he may reach Jerusa-
lem and be buried within sight of its beloved
walls, are types of a passion which was almost
world-wide until in these later years it has been
destroyed by the craze for wealth, It was a
solemn renunciation of the land of her nativity,
a formal naturalization in Israel, that Ruth
declared by these words. The Lord [“Jehovah”]
do s0 to me, and more also, if aught but death
part thee and me. This was the most solemn
oath that a Semite could take, *‘So’ stands in
misty indefiniteness as a kind of cloudy veil,
two thirds concealing and one third revealing
whatever horrid infliction could by dramatic
sign  be cepresented or hinted.”—orison.
“More also” is added for intensity. She speaks
of Death as “the great Divider,”

18. When she saw [Naomi perceived] that
she [that is, Ruth] was steadfastly minded
[that is, determined] fo g0 with her [that is,
with Nuomi], then she left [“off”] speaking unto
her. Well did old Andrey Puller write: *Ruth
was a fixed star,”

19, They two went. Two lonely women,
through a country populous but self-interested,
No strange sight, and therefore unregarded.
But strange was the providence that marked
this unnoticed pair for immortality in litera-
ture. Through the mountain passes of Abarim,
out of the territory of Moab into that of Reu-
ben, they left Mount Nebo on their right, and,
descending by steep and stony gullies into the
hot green valley of the Jordan, they crossed by
ford, and climbed (probably) that rocky road
which travelers from the East to Jerusalem and
Bethlehem still cake—the “Bloody Way,” made
famous ‘o Christendom by our Lord’s parable
of the good Samaritan. It came to pass, when
they were come to Bethichem, that all the ecity
wag moved about them. “Got into commotion
about them.” The same phrase is rendered in
1 Kings 1. 45 and 1 Sam. 4. 5 “rang again.”
They [“the women") said, Is this Naomi? Ten
years older than when she left, marked by Sor-
row as her adopted child, travel-worn and

HOMILETICAL AND

The book of Ruth, from which this lesson is
taken, has but one aim, and that is the lineage
and descent of David. Tt is a beautiful picture
of Jewish home life built on Moabitish soil.
The two characters around which the incidents

[Dee. 7:

weary—the familiar features still were there.
We can readily supply other questions sure to
be asked, about Elimelech, Mahlon, and Chilion,
and most of all about Ruth, “Who is this beau-
tiful girl?” Just as readily can we supply the
familiar inference : “They have come back
poor.,”

20. Call me not Naomi [which means Pleas-
ant], cuil me Mara [which means Bitter] : for
the Almighty hath.dealt very bitterly with me.
The conditions of town life in ancient Pales-
tine are not familiarly known by us. But when
this woman and her youthful companion walked
through the crooked streets of Bethlehem in
search of rooms for rent doubtless the humble
people whom she accosted were astonished to
find her in old age come down to their level.
Bethlehem was a little town, so that the name
and faces of the residents would be known by
all,

21. T went out full, and the Lord [*“Teho-
vah”] hath brought me home again  empty.
Husband, sons, and goods she took to Moab:
she comes back without any. In profound rev-
erence she attributes this change of circum-
stances to Jehovah. Why then call ve me Na-
omi, seeing the Lord [“Jehovah] hath testified
against me, and the Almighty hath afticted me?
One of the commentators says that in using
these words Naomi was walking on the edge of
a theological precipice where it is not needful
that we should accompany her, If she made a
mistake, however, it was probably in inter-
preting the mournful facts of her life as in-
trinsically evil, Certainly she was not mis-
taken in attributing them to the Lord. “Our
times are in his hand.”

22. The first section of this verse is a re-
capitulation of the narrative by which the
writer gets ready for the next part of the story.
The date of the return is the beginning of barley
harvest, which is about the beginning of April
or possibly the very last of March. Close after
the barley crop came the wheat crop.

The rest of this story should be made familiar
to the class. At least every member should read
it all during the week preceding its study in
class. They will be surprised by its beauty and
charm.

PRACTICAL NOTES.

of the lesson center afford many beautiful and
helpful suggestions and inferences,

Great reverses have come to the family. Not
only is it impoverished, but it has been ravage!
by death; and now the three women are left to
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face a serious and forbidding state of affairs,
In the determination of the mother-in-law to
return to her native land an opportunity is
afforded for the exhibit of the lovely and lovable
character of Ruth, Considering the age of the
product, as well as the origin, it is a little sur-
prising that 8o much of the cultured, the refined,
the tender, should appear in this life,

Ruth exhibits a type of constancy that can
only arise from one of the purest and most
lofty and self-sacrificing minds that it is the
fortune of man to find, She is apprised of what
she is leaving, the scene of her childhood,
around which the incidents and memories of her
girlish life cluster, the friends who have become
a part of her life by interweaving their lives
into the fiber of her own soul. She also must
appreciate that to which she goes. It is not a
return to ease, luxury, and comfort, for they
are empty and are only Jjourneying to emptiness.
All the surroundings are strange, and a measure
of antagonism exists toward her nation. She is
to make new friends, and her mother-in-law can
promise her nothing in the way of recognition.
She will be compelled to renounce her gods and
take on the Israelitish vows and professions,

All these things might have deterred her from
journeying with her mother-in-law. But not-
withstanding all this, together with the persist-
ent entreaty of Naomi, we can almost hear her
plaintive plea, “Entreat me not to leave thee.”
It is a mild, persuasive, prevailing voice, for the
depths of a loving soul are poured with it, so
that Naomi is silent,

Loving devotion overcomes the anxiety of the
mother-in-law's heart, and she discovers that
such affection is strong enough and brave
enough to endure and undergo all hardships.
Ruth reaches the summit of eloquence when she
gives vocality to her beautiful lyric in prose,
verses 16, 17, and Naomi realizes that she has
one friend and associate who, while no richer
than herself in material things, yet in wealth
of nature is beyond purchase price,

Ruth does not utter these beautiful, helpful
thoughts as if she was just saying them, but she
registers them with the common oath of the old
Tebrew, and uses the name of Israel's God as
though she was familiar with him. This, T
think, will permit an inference as to the home
ife of these pure, worshipful people. Yahveh—
God—must have been a household word with
them, and in their abode his altar could be
found, from which arose the incense of their
daily devotions. Tt would seem, then, that this
Was the bottom fact in the character of Ruth,
and out of this grew the much-admired quali-

ties,
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It is true other influences might have as
sisted her in her decision : a deep solicitude for
the loneliness of the mother-in-law ; an appre-
ciation in memory of her own deceased hus-
band; a characteristie sympathy of Ruth's affec-
tionate nature; a conscious recognition of obli-
gation to this aged pilgrim, an appreciation of
the royal properties of a mother-in-law  who
could attach daughters-in-law to her person and
presence after this fashion, Any and all these
might have assisted her in her decision; but I
prefer to think of her as intensely religious and
Anfluenced by the Spirit of God, While all
these incidents are legitimate and helpful, the
text will rather support the religious base as
the soil out of which the conduct grew,

The beautiful life and unselfish devotion of
Ruth have somewhat detracted from the mag-
nificent life of Naomi; and as a consequence
Ruth is always spoken of as the first, and Naomi
as a sort of attachment necessary to the setting
of Ruth. Ruth is trustful, confiding, and sac-
rificing.  Naomi affords an opportunity in
greatness of character for {he exercise of these
qualities, No one as large and generous s
Ruth could love as intenseiy as she loved a na-
ture much inferior to her own, so that what-
ever is great in the one finds its counterpart in
the other,

The very attachment of Ruth rejects the
hackneyed depreciation in reference to the
mother-in-law ; and if Naomi is not the rule she
is at least the exception. She has performed
the real part of a mother to this wife of her
son, and now reaps the affectionate regard of
this loving daughter. No true life ever spends
itself in vain. That solicitous, tender, patient,
thoughtful heart seeking to direct and assist
another, under the blessing of the everlasting
Father, usually reaps its reward in the recip-
rocal regard of the life so directed ; and this I
take to have been the relation of Naomi to Ruth,

They come to Bethlehem. Here a strange
scene takes place, The residents note the
strangers, and soon discover their former towns-
woman, but O, how changed ! They question
whether this is Naomi., She answers to the
name, but very pathetically beseeches them, out
of the depths of her sorrow, not to call her
Naomi, the pleasant, but Mara, the bi®er. She
feels she has been dealt with severely, She
does seem to complain, but she does not lose
her faith. I think her ery is not complaint,
but statement of the severity of the visitation,
for she still seems steadfast in her confidence
in God, as the declaration of Ruth would seem
to indicate. For when Ruth says, “Thy God
shall be my God,” no protest falls from the lips
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of Naomi. She fails at the same point where
80 many have broken down, in assuming that
goodness and service should be a protection
from test and trial.

“God chasteneth them he loveth.” [is
effort is to make the good better, the bright
brighter, and these are invariably accomplished
through the severities of life. We may expect
at the Master's hand treatment always seek-
ing the enlargement of us; and while present
personal loss may not seem on that line, God's
view of the éffect, if it could be revealed to us,
would change our thinking of his dealing with us.

Thoughts for Young People.
KINDNESS,

The verses introductory to our lesson have
much to say about kindness. Naomi recognizes
that her daughters-in-lay are full of loving-
kindness to herself, and have been so with “the
dead,” and prays that Jehovah may deal kindly
with them. Let us make a little study of human
kindness.

1. The foundation of kindness. It is not
built upon good nature, but upon the brother-
hood of man and the fatherhood of God. Good
temper is largely dependent upon physical con-
ditions ; but kindness generally is dependent upon
a correct creed and great grace. Doubtless
some people inherit a more kindly disposition
than others, but few are disposed to maintain
kindness amid the conflicting interests of life
except they take the Lord Jesus as their model,
and none have the power consistently to main-
tain it without his grace,

2. The sphere of kindness. Charity (love)
begins at home. The word “kindness” has the
same origin as the word “kin.” It is sympa-
thetic kinship. But he who begins with self-
sacrificing kindness at home cannot bound that
gracious characteristic with any walls. It will
oveiflow to neighbors, and will, like the good
Samaritan, regard the neediest as the nearest
neighbor.

3. Difficulties in the way of Findness. Two
classes of people whom it is most difficult uni-
formly to treat with kindness are relatives and
foreiynewy. An inherited civilization has made
the average man measurably kind to the aver-
age man, but the graces of patience, forbear-
ance, helpfulness, Christian tact, etc., are often
hardly dealt with by circumstances in the house-
hold ; while at the other extreme there is an in-
stinet in many people which unreasonably turns
nearly all races but our own into foes. Many,
perhaps, reading this statement will he disposed
at first to question its accuracy. But let us
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look around us. Are Americans peculiarly fonad
of Chinamen? Are mothers-in-law and daugh-
ters-in-law proverbially confidantes and lovers?
Many a daughter is less patient with her own
mother, and many a son with his father, than
they are with others whom they cave little
about, The heart of the man who can be thor
oughly and uniformly kind at home, and thor
oughly kind regardless of racial distinctions,
has been touched by divine grace.

4. The recompense of kindness, Naomi's
prayer (verse 8) is as sound in creed as it is
pathetic in tone. “Jehovah deal kindly with
you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with
me.”  That prayer was answered in Ruth’s
case, and we doubt mnot in the case of Orpah ;
and the Lord’s loving-kindness is the inevitable
precious possession of all who love their fellows.

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.
PRELIMINARY.

We will continue to employ the study and

teaching outline used thus far during the
quarter, namely :

HISTORY.

ENVIRONMENT.

RECORD.

OBJECT ILLUSTRATION.
EMPHASIZED TRUTH.
STUDY IN ADVANCE,

HISTORY.

In the book of Ruth we have a picture of
country life during the period of the judges. It
is of especial interest to the Christian because
it contains the record of how a woman of Moah
was brought into the royal Messianic line, (Sece
Matt, 1. 5.)

ENVIRONMENT,

Time. Probably in the time of Gideon, B. ('
1222-1182( ?).

Places. Bethlehem, whence Naomi had set out
and to which she returned with Ruth. Point
out on the map the land of Moab, the early
home of Ruth,

The book of Ruth. Nothing is known dofi-
nitely of the auther or of the date of comjo-
sition,

RECORD.

In order to have the pupils understand our
lesson story it will be necessary for them to
have read the portion of the first chapter which
precedes it or for the teacher to give the gist of
it. The teaching may be done in connect
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with the two pictures around which we will
group our questions :

1. Ruth’s choice (verses 16-18). Who was
Ruth? Where was she born?  Whom did she
marry?  With whom did she wish to go¥ What
did Naomi say to her? (verse 15.) What did
Ruth reply? Have some one read aloud verses
16 and 17 and explain the meaning thereof,
What was the result of this reply ? (verse 18,)

2. Naomi's return (verses 19-22).  Where
ad Naomi lived originally? (verse 1) To
vhat country had she get out? Why? Why dia
she return to Bethlehem ? (verse 6.) Who ac-
companied her part of the way? Who came
all the way? What did the people say when
Naomi retnrned? What did Naomi answer?
(Explain the significance of verses 20 and 21.)
At what time of the year did Naomi return?

Note: The teacher should question the pupils
briefly to ascertain the results of their reading
of the book of Ruth during the week,

OBJECT ILLUSTRATION.

Bring to the class some grains of barley to
impress the story of the famine which caused
Naomi to leave Bethlehem and the story of the
plenty which led her to return.

EMPHASIZED TRUTH,

Have the Golden Text repeated by several.
Ask: Who wrote these words? To whom?
Show how they apply to Ruth’s love for Naomi,
and teach that Ruth probably loved her mother-
inlaw because the latter had been kind to her.
Ask: Who should be kindly affectioned? Where?
When? Why? To whom?

When the teacher thinks that the pupils under-
stand the meaning of the term “affectioned,”
and the answers to the above questions, have
all print the following prayer :

LORD, HELP ME TO BE
KINDLY AFFECTIONED
AT ALL TIMES.

STUDY IN ADVANCE,

Ask the pupils: How mn.n_v of you know the
hymn the first stanza of which je -

“Hushed was the evening hymn,
The temple courts were dark ;
The lamp was burning dim
Before the sacred ark :
When suddenly a voice divine
Rang through the silence of the shrine,”

If the pupils are not acquainted with this
bymn let each one copy this stanza, and ask
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them to read during the week the Bible story

on which it is based (1 Sam. 3. 1-10), and to

copy this stanza in theip Book of Heroes,
Eeview word “Affectioned,”

By Way of Illustration,
Verses 16, 17, “A Moabite can Jjoin Israel,
but not without quitting Moab ang accepting
the lot of the Israelite.” Daring the early
years of the American War of  Becession
a number of families declared themselves to
be nentral, and songht by that means to avoid
the hostility of both combatants. The result
was most disastrous to themselves, not from
any special cruelty on the part of either the
Confederate or Union Armies, but from the in-
evitable course of things. They were like grain
between the upper and nether millstones, and
suffered more than they would have done had
they steadily adhered to either party. The Old
Testament call, “Come ont from among them
and be ye separate,” and the New Testament,
reproach, “I would thoun wert cold or hot,” with
the circumstances in which these sentences were
uttered, are good illustrations of this truth,

Auy citizen of Europe may become a citizen
of Canada after a erm of residence in this.
country and the taking of an oath of allegiance
to the Person and Crown of the Sovereign of
the Realn. Thus is fulfilled the truth: ye
cannot serve God and mammon,”

Verse 19. “an the city was moved about
them.”  “A newcomer to the fold of the Good
Shepherd never fails of a welcome from the rest
of the real flock,”

Verses 20, 21, Things look dark sometimes,
but turn out to be blessings. So the death of
Lincoln did as much as his life had done for
the union of the United States. So Living-
stone's death did more for Africa than he could
have done had he completed his task. Dante's.
failure to %ave Florence by his services as a
statesman, and his consequent banishment, fur-
nished the occasion and the motive of the “Di-
vine Comedy,” Captain Allen Gardiner and
his six companions died by starvation on the
coast of Terra del Fuego after repeated efforts
to evangelize that desolate country. This led to.
A controversy about the utility of missions, and
a fresh interest in Patagonia, which did more
for the cause than the devoted pioneer could
have accomplished,

“T once watched a series of dissolving views, *
It was a scene in Italy, representing a castel-
lated ruin, But it was a dissolving view, and.
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with regret 1 watched it fade. As it faded
another scene gradually took its place, and when
the first had wholly gone there stood forth in
majesty a splendid picture of sea, mountains,
and sky. Man’s work had given place to God's
work ; the eternal had taken the place of the
transient. So when earth is hidden heaven be-
gins to unfold its treasures; when the ephem-
eral scenes of time are shut out we are more
than compensated by the glories which are
eternal in the heavens.”

Should the native of some distant world, on

which the sun always shines, visit our globe,

he would be filled with dismay as he beheld the
sun disappear and darkness envelop nature as
in a funeral pall. How would his astonish-
ment increase as, amid the increasing darkness,
myriads of worlds, of which he never dreamed,
blazed forth upon his vision! Thus often ad-
versity affrights us; but instead of contracting
our blessings it reveals to us new sources of
comfort, worlds of joy, hidden while the veil of
prosperity hung about us,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
BY MRS. J. . KNOWLES,

No sweeter story was ever written than this,
of the little family of four who went up from
Bethlehem to Moab, and the two maidens
who there joined fortune with them. The sim-
plicity and pathos of the Bible writer cannot be
excelled. It is a story of domestic love ; of suf-
fering, sympathy, unselfishness, purity, fidelity.
We need to hear it over and over again to coun-
teract the cold self-interest, the thirst for place
and power, for money, for social position and
pleasure, too often gratified at the expense of
those virtues of the heart which, like flowers in
secluded dells, are precious because God de-
lights in them although no human eyes may see
their charm.

This is a love story—love of the purest type.
Our hearts will grow gentle as wegtake in its
spirit. St. John, whose distinguishing grace was
love, says, “Beloved, let us love one another, for
love is of God.” Cultivate love; live in love! do
nothing to grieve love; love with all your
might; you cannot love too much, for love is
of God. It is the sweetest, dearest, most
blessed thing in the universe; the most like
heaven of anything left to this earth since the
tragedy in Eden. Put God's love first, home
love next, self-love last. Do not break your
mother’s or your father’s heart by neglect. O,
be eareful never to wound any heart that loves
you. Sins against love jar the harmony of cre-
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ation; and what shall we say of sins against
the divine love?

I cannot read in this story, as some have
read, that Elimelech and Naomi brought mis
fortune upon themselves by committing sin in
going to Moab. They were people of prineipl
whose change of residence did not affect thei
religious belief or habits, They were true to
the God of Israel though they lived in a heathen
country. Ten years spent in such associations
had their influence upon Ruth and Orpah.
They respected a religion consistently adhered
to, although so different from their own. Naomi
was no bigot; she did not repel these young
women by severe criticism of the way they had
been brought up, but found the royal road to
their hearts by gentleness and goodness. She
was very unlike the woman who vowed years
ago, and kept her vow until she died, that she
would never speak to her husband, who was an
atheist, until he should tell her that he believed
in God. He never told her so. How could she
expect it, with such an unloving spirit upon her
part? And yet she prayed for him every day.
Naomi's living was better than this woman's
praying.

It was not easy to leave Bethlehem with its
lifelong associations, but when Elimelech pro-
posed it no doubt her first thought was, “It will
be better for the boys,” so she hopefully started
on the long journey. Sorrow waited for her, and
entered the new home with her. *“Her husband
died and she was left;" that is all there is to
tell, but how much to live, to suffer, to endure!
Far from friends, two boys to care for, Naomi
alone with God. Then came two maidens with
the cheer of youth into the broken household.
Happily for their mother, Mahlon and Chilios
made wise choices in marriage. But arief
quickly followed joy, as is its way

“Since sorrow set her bleeding heart
On this fair world of ours.”

The love of these three women grew closer and
sweeter in afiiction. Naomi forgot her own
trouble in caring for others. She said, “It
grieveth me much for your sakes that the hand
of the Lord has gone out against me.” No
wonder it was hard for Orpah to say good-hye
to such a strong, sweet soul. No wonder Iuth
entreated to go with her and chose her God for
her own.

The story of Ruth’s fortunes in the land of
her adoption has phases strange to us whose
usages are so different from those of that time
and country. But it glows with the beauty of
purity, integrity, and faith. All the city knew
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that her character stood, with Naomi's, for no-
bility and truth, above reproach. And the end
of this love-story? A faithful heart tossed on
rough seas through a long day, quiet at last in
life’s evening, in the love of those to whom she
has unselfishly ministered, neighbors and friends
rejoicing with her, Another heart, chastened
by sorrow, “finding rest,” as the beautiful Bible
phrase has it, with a true, noble husband; and
a child's sweet voice making melody again like
that Naomi used to hear in Bethlehem-Judah
long ago. Could Naomi and Ruth have known
what we know to-day they would have seen a
chain of little hands reaching from Obed’s to
the hand of the Christ-child in the manger in
Bethlehem ages afterward; the hand of the
world’s Redeemer, the hand of Love and Might
controlling the destinies of nations and men,
God was making all things work for good even
when Naomi thought he dealt bitterly with her,

‘The Teachers’ Meeting,

A good outline we quote from the Illustrative
Lesson Notes: “I. Ruth, 1. The Appeal; 2.
The Resolution. 3. The Acquiescence, 1T,
Naomi. 1. The Inquiry; 2, The Reply”....A
Study in Loving-kindness, (See TuOVGHTS
¥orR YOUNG PrOPLE.)....1, Separation between
friends is often necessary; 2. Separation ocea-
sions bitter sorrows ; 3. Separation may be made
a discipline of the soul's welfare ; 4, Separation
is often overruled by God's providence for the
real good, prosperity, and happiness of those
who are put apart; 5. But there is One that
has said, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee.”. .. .Consider the Ifish of both
Naomi and Ruth, How many considerations
did Ruth recognize as involved in her well-
settled choice? What quality of character in
Ruth induced Naomi to yield to her? In what
was Ruth an example to all who embrace re-
ligion? What sort of a future had she reason
to expect?....Consider the usual results of
normal domestic love; the profitableness of fol-
lowing any present evident course of duty; the
analogy between the circumstances, choice, and
future of Ruth with Christian experience,

Library References,
BY REV. B, G, AYRES.

Rorn.—Houghton, Ruth the Moabitess.

Taylor, Ruth and Esther. Stanley, History of
the Jewish Chureh, vol. i, page 3306, Ewald,
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History of Israel, vol. i, pages 153-156. Hill,
Companion  Characters, page 116, Payne,
Guides and Guards in Character Building, page
181.  Wharton, Famous Women of the Old
Testament, page 103, Geikie, Old Testament
Characters, page 176, Guthrie, Studies in
Character, page 205. Geikie, Hours with the
Bible,

Naomr—Aguilar, Women of Israel, page

77.  Balfour, Women of Seripture, page 104,

ikie, Hours with the Bible, vol. iii, pages 23-
The Bible Dictionaries.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 16.—The Pulpit, London, vol. vi, page
103,

Verse 19.—Tiffany, Pulpit and Platform, page
169,

Blackboard,

BY THOMAS G. ROGERS,
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All unwittingly Ruth in her resolute devotion
to Naomi was treading a path which destined
her to happiness and comfort, and an honorable .
place in the ancestry of Christ. Her character
was sweet and strong, and we follow the beauti-
ful romance with the thought that God honors
faith and devotion, and leads unconsciously
those who for love and conscience’ sake are will-
ing to share the lot of his people, with disre-
gard for the sacrifices which such a purpose
brings. To Ruth the loneliness and exile of her
departure were forgotten in the companionship
of Naomi and the growing knowledge of her
God.

Coloring.—Houses and road, cream; names,
red; “Ruth,” white filled in purple; words,
white ; phrase, yellow.
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LESSON XI. The Boy Samuel. [Dec. 14,

GOLDEN TEXT. Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth. 1 Sam. 3. 9.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Study also verses 1-5. Read 1 S8am. chapters 1-8.]
1 Sam. 3, 6-14, [ Commit to memory verses 7-10.)
G And the Lorp called yet again, Sam’u-el.
And Sam'u-el arose and went to K'li, and said,
Here am 1; for thou didst call me. And he
answered, I called not, my son; lie down again,
7 Now Sam'u-el did not yet know the LoRD,

neither was the word of the Lorp yet revealed

unto him.

8 And the Lorp called Sam’u-el again the
third time. And he arose and went to E'li,
and said, Here am I: for thou didst call me.
And E'li perceived that the Lorp had called
the child,

9 Therefore E'li said unto Sam‘u-el, Go, lie
down : and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou
shalt say, Speak, Loro; for thy servant hear-
eth. So Sam'u-el went and lay down in his
place,

10 And the Lorp came, and stood, and called
as at other times, Sam’u-el, Sam’u-el. Tnen
Sam’u-el answered, Speak; for thy servant
heareth.,

11 And the Lorp said to Sam’u-el, Behold, I
will do a thing in Is'ra-el, at which both the
ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle.

12 In that day I will perform against E'li
all things which I have spoken concerning his
house : when I begin, I will also make an end.

13 For I have told him that I will judge his
house forever for the iniquity which he kiow-
eth; because his sons made themselves vile, and
he restrained them not.

14 And_therefore I have sworn unto the
house of E'li, that the iniquity of E'li's house
shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering
forever.

AMERICAN REVISED VERSION.*

6 And Jehovah called yet again, Samuel.
And Samuel arose and went to EH, and said,
Here am I; for thou calledst me. And he an-
swered, I called not, my son; lie down again,
7 Now Samuel did not yet know Jehovah, nei-
ther was the word of Jehovah yet revealed un-
to him. 8 And Jehovah called Samuel again
the third time. And he arose and went to Eli.
and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. And
Eli perceived that Jehovah had called the child.
9 Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie
down : and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou
shalt say, Speak, Jehovah; for thy servant
heareth, So Samwel went and lay down in his
place.

10 And Jehovah came, and stood, and called
as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Sam-
uel said, Speak; for thy servant heareth. 11
And Jehovah said to Samuel, Behold, I will do
a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of
every one that heareth it shall tingle, 12 In
that day I will perform against Eli all that |
have spoken concerning his house, from the be
ginning even unto the end. 13 For I have told
him that I will judge his house forever, for the
fniquity which he knew, because his sons didl
bring a curse upon themselves, and he re
strained them not. 14 And therefore I have
sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity
of Eli's house shall not be expiated with sacri
fice nor offering forever.

Time.—B. C. 1134, Place.—Shiloh, in cen-

tral Palestine.
Home Readings.

M. The Boy Samuel. 1 8am. 3, 1-10,

Tu. The Boy S8amuel, 1 8am. 8, 11-21,

W. Wicked priests, 18am, 2, 12-19.

Th. Judgment fulfilled. 1 8am. 4, 10-18,

F. A father’s counsel. Prov. 4. 1-13,

&, Children’s praise accepted. Matt, 21, 1-16,

8. Christ and children, Matt, 18, 1-14,

Lesson Hymns.

New Canadian Hymnal, I.Wo. 392,
Hushed was the evening hymn,
The temple vourts were dark ;
The lamp was burning dim
Before the sacred ark.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 279.
God has said, * For ever blessed
Those who seek me in their youth ;

They shall find the path of wisdom,
And the narrow way of truth.”
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 167,
To the work ! to the work ! we are servants

o] il
Let us follow the path that our Master has trod

Questions for Senior Scholars,
1. The Call of Samuel.

What place did Samuel fill in the temple
service?

What office did Eli hold?

In what sense was the word of the Lord pre-
cious?

What revelations are included in the term
“open vision”? Where was the tabernacle
erected?

Who did Samuel think called him?

How often was the call repeated?

Dec.

In
Wi
call?
2T
Wi
have
Wi
house
o
In
Wih
Wh
of
Wh
iquitie

1. Th
Wh
Wh
Wh
Of
Cou
Wh:
Wh
Wh

2. Th

Wh
Was
to pre
Was
Did
Whe
How
Wha
called .
3. The

Wha
Are
Was
uel to
Wha
tell me

Wha
called?



uel.
nid,
an-
vin.
nej-
un-
ain
Gl
Lndl
ild.

lie
1ou

le

Dec. 14.]

In what sense did Samuel not know the Lord !

What answer did Samuel give at the fourth
call?
2. T'he Judgment upon Eli.

What interest would this judgment upon Eli
have for the people?

What things were spoken of concerning the
house of Eli? (See 1 Sam. 2. 30-36.)

Iow was the warning to be carried out?

In what respect was Eli guilty?

Who were his two sons?

What office did they hold?

Of what particular sins were they guilty?

What indicates the utter vileness of their in-
iquities?

Questi

Q ‘of Int, As Sehnl 5,
1. The Child Samuel Serving God (verses 1-3).

Who was Samuel's mother?

Why did she call him Samuel?

Where did she take him in her thankfulness?

Of what tribe was Samuel?

Could he become a priest?

What could he do in the house of God?

Whom did he help in his work?

Where did he sleep?
2. The Child Samuel Comm uning with God

(verses 4-10).

When did this call of God come?

Was it a call to be saved or more like a call
to preach?

Was Samuel a child of God before this?

Did he know the voice of God?

Who did he think called him?

How many times did God call him?

What did Eli say he should reply when God
called again? 7 g
3. The Child Samuel a Prophet for God (verses

11-14).

What was Samuel called to do?

Are preachers sometimes called in childhood?

Was it a pleasant message God had for Sam-
uel to take?

What hard truths do we sometimes have to
tell men?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

What was the tabernacle now sometimes
called? The temple.

THE LESSON
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Who was high priest? Bl

Who were his sons? Hophni and Phinchas.

What kind of men were they? Evil men,

Who was El's helper? Samuel,

Who was Samuel? 7The child of Elkanah
and Hannah,

What had Hannah done?
Lord.

What did Samuel
voice calling him,

What did he think?

How many
times,

What did Eli tell him to say?
for thy servant heareth.”

What did the Lord say to Samuel?
that Eli needed to know,

Did Samuel tell Eli? Yes,

What did Samuel become in doing this? A
prophet of the Lord.

Lent him to the

hear in the night? A
That it was Bli,
times did he hear it? Three
“Speak, Lord,

Things

The Lesson Catechism.,
(For the entire school.)

1. Where did Samuel first receive a revela-
tion from Jehovah? In the tabernacle of Shi-
loh.

2. Under what circumstances was Samuel at
the tabernacle? He was ministering unto the
Lord.

3. What was peculiar about this first revela-
tion? God called, and Samuel knew it not,

4. What was Samuel's answer when he
learned that the voice was God's? GoLDEN
TEXT: “Speak, Lord,” etc.

5. What reason did God assign for his pun-
ishment of Eli? Infidelity to parental respon-
#ibility.

The Church Catechism,

5. How hath God revealed himself and his
will to man? God hath revealed himself and his
will to man in his works of creation and provi-
dence, and in the world’s redemption by his
Son, as set forth in the Holy Scriptures of the
Old and New Testament,

Psalm 19. 1. The heavens declare the glory of
God ; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.

OUTLINE.

Children Called of God.

1. MINISTERING CHILDREN,
The child Samuel ministered unto the Lord.
vl
Except ye be converted, and become as
little children, ye shall not enter into the
kingdom of heaven.

Matt. 18, 3.

Wist ye mot that I must be about my
Father's business? Luke 2. 49,
II. Tue Lorn's CALL,
The Lord called Samuel. v. 4.
I, the Lord, called thee by thy name. Isa.
45. 3.
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Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on
eternal life, whereunto thou art also
called. 1 Tim. 6, 12,

III. RESPONSE TO GoD's CALL,
Thy servant heareth, v, 10, Remember now thy Creator in the days of

Then said I, Here am I; send me. Isa. thy youth, while the evil days come not.
6. 8. Eccles, 12, 1.

The two disciples heard him speak, and In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he
they followed Jesus. John 1. 37: shall direct thy paths. Prov. 3. 6.

IV. Counsers To TuE Youna,
It shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say,
Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth;
v. 9.

EXPLANATORY NOTES,

No clos historic connection can be made between the last lesson and this because of our ignorance of
the chronclogy of the period of the Judges, but about the same social conditions prevailed during the life of
Ruth and the boyhood of S8amuel. There has been preserved for us a touching story of the prayer of
Hannah for a son, and her dedication of her firstborn to the Lord. His father was Elkanah, of “ Mount
Ephraim.” As soon as he was weaned the boy was taken up to 8hiloh and accepted by the venerable old
priest Eli as a ‘“loan" to Jehovah. From that time his mother year by year made him a little coat and
brought it to him, and returned with her husband to their home, having received a formal blessing
from Eli. Samuel grew, like the Lord Jesus in later centuries, “in favor both with the Lord and with
men.” Great wickedness was at that time indulged in. The worship of Jehovah in the tabernacle was
sadly degraded by Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli. Outside of the priestly functions and apart
from the personal worship of devout individuals there was little attention to religion. There were no
prophets. ‘“The word of the Lord was precious in those days ; there was no open vision.” Eli in the infirm-
ity of old age was nearly blind. On the evening described by our lesson the boy Samuel *“was laid down
to sleep.” The Lord called him, and he promptly answered, “ Here am I,” but ran to Eli, whose voice he

thought be had heard. Eli said, *I called not ; lie down again.” “ And he went and lay down.”

Verses 6, 7. The second call of the Lord
took Samuel again to Eli, and again came the
response I called not, my son; lic down again.
The reason why Samuel was thus repeatedly
mistaken is given in verse 7: he did not yet
know the Lord [“Jehovah"]. “Doubtless he
would know Jehovah in a way in which the sons
of Eli would not know him, that is, in his
conscience and spiritual life, but he did not
know him as one who personally revealed his
will unto men.” It is evident that “there was
no proper order of persons from whose ranks
the ‘speakers of God' would naturally step
forth.” Samuel, we may conjecture, was about
twelve years of age: so, at least, Josephus says,
The exact time of the evening is indicated in
verse 3 by the statement that it was just before
“the lamp of God went out in the tabernacle.”
In Exod. 27. 20 it is said that the seven-
branched candelabrum was to burn always, but
“this apparently was to be by perpetually re-
lighting it.” So it was in the late night, just
before morning, that God's voice was heard,

8. But though Samuel did not recognize the
voice of the Lord Eli did. He had sadly failed
in his recognition of Jehovah as the immediate
ruler of Israel. He had committed the sin
which under other circumstances was committed
by Saul, and by Jeroboam, the son of Nebat.
But already “a man of God” had warned him

of the consequences of his negligence eof the
priestly office, and his sinful indulgence of his
sons, and he felt in his inmost sense that this
voice that had disturbed Samuel's sleep was the
voice of Jehovah,

9. So he very kindly tells Samuel to lie down
again, and if the voice comes again to answer
with voice and with heart, Speak, Lord; fer thy
servant heareth, The docile boy lay doww.

10. The Lord [“Jehovah”] came, and stood,
and called as at other times, Samuel, Samucl,
So there was something more than the woice,
Samuel felt the presence of God, and answercd
as Eli had directed.

11. I will do a thing in Israel, at which both
the ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle.
We might translate “I do.” Already the Al-
mighty has set in motion the forces which are
in a few years to bring about the disaster, <0
frightful and so unlooked-for that “the news
shall, as it were, slap both ears at once, and
make them smart with pain”’ The awful
event was the capture of the ark, and the mur-
der of the priests, and the ruin of the sanctuary
at Shiloh. (See 2 Kings 21, 12; Jer. 19, 3.)

12, In that day. By the foretold calamity.
I will perform against Eli all things which [ “all
that"] I have spoken concerning his house: when
I begin, I will also make an end [“from the be-
ginning even unto the end”]. The word for
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“perform” means “stir up,” “arouse,” as if
the prophecies already given had been asleep
and at rest, but some awful morning they are
all to wake and be fulfilled,

13. I have told him that I will judge his
house forever. “Judge” here has the force of
condemn and punish, “Forever” means
“finally.” His family shall become extinct,
The reference is to the message of the “man of
God.” The iniquity which he knoweth
[“knew”], and mildly disapproved of, but did
not exert himself to stop. His sons made them-
selves vile [“did bring a curse upon them-
selves”]. The evil consequences of their evil
conduct are inevitable. He restrained them not.
The words will bear a stronger rendering. Eli's
duty was to degrade his sons from their office ;
his sin was that he had not done this,

14. Therefore, Not merely because the ma-
jority of the family had committed abom-
inable sacrilege, but because the head of the
family, invested with full power, had not
turned these sinners out, The iniquity of Eli's
house ehall not be purged [“expiated”] with
sacrifice  nor offering forever. The ques-
tion of the eternal salvation of these men is
not here considered ; but the awful temporal con-
sequences of the crime of Eli’s sons cannot be
set aside by any sacrifice they now make. They
had been sinning and sacrificing, making a
formal atonement for one sin while they were

HOMILETICAL AND

Samuel when but a very little boy was dedi-
cated by his mother to the tabernacle service,
He, in his earliest youth, was employed about
the lamp of the Lord, which was kept continu-
ally burning by being continually replenished,
Verse 1 of the chapter tells us, “The word of
the Lord was precious” (rare) “in those days,
and there was no open vision.” Communica-
tion with the Lord in the prophetic vein had
waned, because of the defection of the priests,
Samuel did not know the Lord in this capacity,
so that when he was called he immediately
sought Eli and asked what service he wished
lim to render.

THE VOICE.

Samuel’'s name was distinetly pronounced,
though no vision appeared. He aroused at once,
with haste and anxiety to serve, only to be told
by Eli that he should lie down again, he was
uot wanted. This, no doubt, puzzled the lad,
for he was assured of the directness and dis-
tinctness of the call. If Bli had any suspicion
that it was God calling Samuel he gave no evi-
dence of that suspicion. He rather treats it
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planning the next. The word for “sacrifice”
here refers to shedding of blood; the word
“offering” means an unbloody sacrifice, The
warning given in 1 Sam. 2, 27-36 in place of
softening the hearts of Eli and his sons had
hardened them all, During all the time since
Eli had “taken no steps to vindicate God's
service from the slur cast upon it by an un-
worthy priesthood,” And he, of all men, was
responsible for the purity of God's service,

The chapter from which our lesson is taken
continues through seven verses, telling how at
the break of day Samuel “opened the doors of
the house of the Lord.” The “house” itself was
a tabernacle, but there seem to have been gath-
ered about it solid buildings. To have the key
of this door is an evidence of the unusual au-
thority already given to the youthful Samuel.
The boy was afraid to tell Eli what he had
heard, but the old high priest in the gentlest
manner, but with an awful adjuration, called for
all the things that God had spoken to him.
Samuel told all, and Eli heard his doom with
a humility that cannot but make the student of
his history tender in the contemplation of his
early sin. Samuel passed on from youth to
manhood, “and Jehovah was with him, and did
let none of his words fall to the ground., And
all TIsrael from Dan even to Beer-sheba knew
that Samuel was established to be a prophet of
Jehovah,”

PRACTICAL NOTES.

as a dreaming process on the part of the boy,
without distinctly stating such,

In verse 7 we are informed that “Samuel did
not yet know the Lord.” This in no sense can
mean that he did not have a personal acquaint-
ance with the Father, for the after life of Sam-
uel seems to go on the principle that he was
never without that personal presence which is
the rich inheritance of all his faithful followers,
whether old or young. It can only mean that
he was not in public capacity for receiving the
message of the Lord and proclaiming publicly
the word or vision that had come to him.

When for the third time this voice repeated
the call, and Samuel, just as promptly and obe-
diently as beford, hastened into the presence of
Eli with his aforetime question, the old prophet
and priest discerned the truth of the circums-
stance and instructed the youth “to go lie
down,” and if called he should answer, “Speak,
Lord; for thy servant heareth.” This is Sam-
uel’s first lesson in the reception of prophecy ;
and what an awful message came to him! To
deliver it would test his character,
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TIHE DREADFUL REVELATION,

Samuel follows the direction of Eli, when he
is called for the fourth time; and rather than
being startled, as we would suppose, owing to
his youth and this being his first experience, he
accepts the situation as a matter of fact, and
holds “converse with God.” God does not dis-
close the particulars of this revelation to Sam-
uel, as this is not necessary, for he knows Eli
will question the boy in the morning, and the
revelnlign. at any rate, is especially for Eli; but
only in the way of confirmation of former ex-
plicit declarations to Eli himself, The boy is not
to be weighted with the particulars, and the in-
definiteness of the message is sufficient to arouse
the seemingly indifferent Eli.

The sons of Eli had brought disgrace on the
service of the Lord by profaning the tabernacle;
God had prophesied against them and their
father, because he had not rebuked them for
their sinfulness, and had not removed them from
the altar service. Verse 11 informs us that
when the visitation comes it will be as boxing
the ears of the people (the ears shall tingle) ;
and verses 12-14 speak of the complete blotting
out of the house of Eli, and that no sacrifice
will be acceptable for its sin. This does not
imply that the individuals of the house might
not be saved, but that the members of the house
should no longer serve in the capacity of altar
scrvice,

This lesson carries its truthfulness on its
face, in that these unknown things were re-
vealed to a mere boy, that Eli's house was over-
thrown, and that the ears of the people did tin-
gle through the loss of the ark of the covenant.

The lesson likewise reveals God's method with
the sons of men; that fidelity begets large con-
fidence, and that age has no monopoly in the re-
ception of revelation. It teaches that the con-
duct of men is ever open to the eyes of the
Father; and because speedy visitation does not
come it is no assurance of forgetfulness. It
also suggests in teaching the responsibility of
parents to children, and that of the righteous to
the unrighteous.

Thoughts for Young People.
HIGHER SERVICE.

All young people worthy of the privilege of
life are ambitions. They hold as a truth the
beautiful poetic thought, “They also serve who
stand and wait.” But the hardest work they
have to do is to “stand and wait.” Longfellow
speaks of the two duties of life as “to labor and
to wait.” The first one is much easier than the
second. The career of Samuel, and especially
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this incident of his early life, give a most in-
structive lesson in God's dealings with young
people,

1. There is such a thing as our being called
to a higher service, We talk about a call to
the ministry, but the laity of the Church, both
young men and young women, are providen-
tially called to careers chosen by God just as
really as Christian ministers. This narrative
of Samuel is a record in spirit of what is being
realized every day. So Abraham, and Moses,
and David, and Saul were called. 8o like the
fishermen of Galilee Christ calls men to leave
their occupation to become fishers of men,

2. Special fitness is required for higher serv-
ice. Samuel had been trained by a devout
mother, and afterward amid the hallowed asso-
ciations of the tabernacle. He had deep piety,
and, in spite of whatever may be said by appar-
ently successful worldlings, deep piety is re-
quired by all who take part in the conflicts of
this world. Talk about a strenuous life, no
strenuous life of worth to the world can be lived
without deep piety. Fidelity is another of
Samuel’s traits, and is needed by all who would
go up higher. He that is faithful in that which
is least becomes fitted for all life’s responsibili-
ties, Natural aptitude is needed. God never
puts a man in a position for which his natural
powers when sanctified are unsuited. Many a
person aspires to a position for which he is
entirely unsuited. On the other hand, eager
and constant desire to excel in any line is o
nearly infallible evidence of talent along that
line, even though all efforts for a time be blun
dersome, To learn and to endure is required
They must learn to say like Samuel, “Speak ;
for thy servant heareth;” they must learn to
say like Isaiah, “Here am I;” and like Sani
“What wilt thou have me to do?"

T i g H‘nu im Lnds Az
HISTORY,
Samuel was the last of the judges and a cels
brated Hebrew prophet. He is considered one
of the purest and noblest of Old Testamen:
characters. The teacher should read all of tl»
book of First Samuel that precedes our lesson
text in order to have in mind the condition of
Israel at the time when Samuel was called, and
also to become familiar with Samuel's family
relationships. A brief vésumé of this reading
should be given to the pupils.

Classes,

ENVIRONMENT,

Time. Tt is impossible to give the exact date.

Samuel was at this time twelve years of age,
and Eli was seventy-eight years old.
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Place. Shiloh, seventeen miles north of Jeru-
salem,

Isracl's condition. While a few, like Samuel's
parents, were truly religious, the mass of the
nation were irreligious, and great looseness of
morals prevailed.

RECORD,

To Intermediates the story of Samuel will
be fascinating if properly narrated. We will
leave the latter part of the lesson text to be
considered by older pupils, while we confine our

. teaching to the

Call of Samuel. Question the pupils concern-
ing the hymn suggested in last week's HinTs
and on what they have read during the week
about Samuel.

Namuel's first call (verse 4). Where was
Samuel? What was he doing there? (verse 1.)
What time was it? Who called him? What
did he answer? Who did he suppose had called
him? What did Eli say to him? (verse 5.)

Samuel's second call (verses 6, 7). Who
called Samuel again? What did the latter do?
To whom did he go? What did he sny? What
did Eli answer? Why did Samuel make the
mistake of going to Eli? Iave some one read
aloud verse 7.

Samuel’s third call. Who called Samuel the
third- time? What did the latter do? What
did he say? What did Eli now perceive? What
did he tell Samuel to do? What did Samuel do?

Samuel’s fourth call (verse 10). Who called
Samuel the fourth time? What did th& latter
now answer? What did God then do? It will
be sufficient to teach the pupils that the Lord
sent by Samuel to Eli a message concerning his
intention to punish EW because of the wicked-
ness of his family.

EMPHASIZED TRUTH.

Ask: Does the Lord call to boys and girls to-
day? By what means? Have some one write
down the answers, and when all have been
given have them summarized somewhat as fol-
lows :

TO-DAY GOD CALLS BY HIS
WORD,
SPIRIT,
SERVANTS,
PROVIDENCES,

Teach that just as Samuel failed to recognize
God's voice, so we to-day may not know that he
is speaking to us. We should pray that we

may recognize God's calls and be responsive
Finally, ask all to print:

thereto.
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LIKE SAMUEL, I WILL SAY

SPEAK, LORD;

FOR THY SERVANT HEARETH.

STUDY IN ADVANCE,

It should be determined by the proper officials
of the school whether the Christmas Lesson or
the lesson on Samuel the Judge is to be studied
for next Sunday, and the pupils informed ac-
cordingly.

Review word “Call.”

By Way of IMlustration.

The daily quiet virtues of life are the best.
It is the bubbling stream that flows gently, the
little rivulet that flows along day and night by
the farmhouse, that is useful, rather than the
swollen flood or raging cataract. Niagara ex-
cites our wonder, and we stand amazed at the
greatness of God manifested there, as he pours
it from the hollow of his hand. But one Niag-
ara is enough for the continents of the world,
while the same world requires thousands and
tens of thousands of silver fountains and gently
flowing rivulets, with their gentle, quiet beauty,
So with the acts of our lives. It is not by great
deeds, like those of the martyrs only, that good
is to be done, but by the daily quiet virtues of
life.~—Barncs,

It is wise to make a good start and an early
one. “That was a good prayer which the old-
fashioned Methodist minister offered, ‘O Lord,
start us right, for if we get started wrong we
are hard to turn.' "—Christian Age,

God reveals himself to his children. Some-
body once asked, “How is it Mr. Bramwell has
always something new to tell us when he
preaches?”  “Why,” said the listener, “Brother
Bramwell lives so near the gates of heaven that
he hears a great many things that we don't get
near enough to hear anything about.”

Each morning of General Gordon’s sojourn in
the Soudan there was one half hour during
which a handkerchief lay outside his tent. No
one, no matter what his creed, color, or busi-
ness, dared to enter the tent until this signal
was removed. Fveryone knew God and Gordon
were in there together.

One of the Prussian monarchs sometimes rode
in a plain carriage incognito. A man on the
road asked if he might ride with him. He got
into the carriage and, being inquisitive, asked,
“Are you a lieutenant?' “No,” said the king.
“Are you a major?’ *“No,” said the king. “Are
vou a general?” “No,” said the king; “but I

=




am something higher than that.” The man
said, “Then you must be the emperor,” and was
overwhelmed. We ride with God in the chariot
of his providence and sometimes know it not,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

To explain the characteristics of a man they
say we must go back to his mother, and still
farther to his grandmother. St. Paul reminds
Timothy of his obligation to stir up the gift in
himself because of the faith of his grandmother
Lois and his mother Eunice. A Christian an-
cestry is a blessed inheritance. Never sell your
birthright by dishonoring or turning away from
the faith of your fathers. But children do not
always walk in the footsteps of good parents.
Sometimes they go far astray, for goodness is not
inherited, or, rather, the grace that saves is not
inherited ; it must be the choice of each soul.
Certainly the responsibility of right thinking
and pure living is greater for those who have
had Christian training than for those who have
not. The sons of Samuel were not like their
father, nor like their good, praying grandmother,
Perhaps it was their mother's fault. Nothing is
said about her, so we do not know. Mothers
have great responsibility, although I sometimes
think they are held for too much, and the
fathers are relieved of their proper share.
However, whatever mothers do, or leave undone,
the final responsibility comes upon the sons and
daughters for their own choice of right or
wrong.

There is much in the story of the boy Sam-
uel to encourage all who have the care of little
children. He was a tiny child when his mother
dedicated him to the Lord; a little boy when
God called him and he obediently answered,
“Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth.” Very
Yyoung children may be taught the most precious
thoughts of God. To our latest day and far-
thest reach of study they pass our understand-
ing, and the older and wiser we grow we find
that we enter the kingdom of heaven only “as
little children.” 'The blessed Spirit adapts his
teaching to the tender heart of a child. Moth-
ers, teachers, fail not to see your opportunity !
Do not lose the sweet pleasure of sowing good
seed before the tares have taken root,

A little fellow only eight years old asked,
“Mother, what is it to give your heart to
Ohrist?” His mother tried to make it plain to
his understanding, and many times during that
week she found him kneeling in prayer. One
eyening on her return home he bounded through
the hall to meet her, exclaiming, “Mother, I've
beddme a Christian while you've been gone. I
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have, I have! I know I have, and I'm so
happy I don’t know what to do.” His mother
took him on her lap, saying, “Tell me all about
it.” After thinking a moment he said: “I was
praying, and I thought of the little verse you
taught me to say in our Sunday school comcert
when I was five years old:

‘I know my heart is full of s8in,
I am not fit for heaven,

But Christ has died upon the cross
That I might be forgiven ;'

and, mother, I thought if he had God might for-
give me just as well as not; and I told him 8o,
And then I remembered that other little verse,

‘Jesus loves me, this I know,
For the Bible tells me so,’

and I thought if he did love me and he knew
how much I wanted to be a Christian, and he
could make me one, he would ; and he did, and
I love him éver so much; and he loves me too.”
From that hour he never wavered in his faith.
Of course he was not perfection ; who is? But
when he did wrong he would say, “I am God's
child, even though I have been naughty, just as
I am your little boy, mother, even when I am
not as good as I ought to be.” This boy is a
preacher of the Gospel now. If his mother had
thought him too young to understand when he
asked what it meant to give his heart to God
he might have been, to her sorrow, something
very different.

Have you, like Hannah, a burdened heart?
Pour it out before the Lord and g0 away with a
countenance no more sad, trusting him for the
answer, When he gives what you have asked,
whatever it is, give it back to him, thankfully,
to be used in his service, and remember that the
same voice which called the boy Samuel says of
all little children, “Suffer them to come unto
me, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

The Teachers’ Meeting,

Peculiarities of Samuel’s call: Time—youth :
place—God's  house; directness—a personal
call; object—to make him a prophet ; prepara-
tion—training in God's house; earnestness—
three times; misinterpretation—thought it was
Eli....Samuel’s response: Prompt; repeated:
reverent ; obedient. .. .Illustrations: Josiah,
Chron. 24. 1-8; Timothy, 2 Tim. 3. 15; Jesus,
Luke 2. 42-52....What conditions render the
word of the Lord precious or scarce?....Fsx-

De

plai
tabe
kno



Dec. 21.]

plain the extinguishing of the lamps in the
tabernacle. .. .The meaning of Samuel not
knowing the Lord.

Library References,

SAunL.—Deane, Samuel and Saul, Steel,
Remuel the Prophet, Blake, Children of the
Bible, page 56. Deane, David, chapter i. Tay-
lor, Life of David, Index. Chandler, Life of
David. Geikie, Hours with the Bible, vol. iii,
Guthrie, Studies of Character, page 262, Stan-
ley, Secripture Portraits, page 43. Hill, Com-
panion Characters, page 136. The Eapositor,
Third Series, vol. vii, pages 241, 342; Fourth
Series, vol. vi, page 98. Baring-Gould, Leg-
ends of Patriarchs and Prophets, page 319,

Bui—Maurice, Patriarchs and  Lawgivers,
page 336, Evans, Scripture Biography, vol. i,
page 109. Ceikie, Old Testament Characters,
page 185. Dods, Israel's Iron Age, page 147,
Candlish, Scripture Characters, page 21. Deane,
Samuel and Saul, chapters i, ii. Stanley, Jew-
ish  Church, vol. i, pages 414, 421. Ewald,
History of Israel, vol. ii, pages 408-411, 412, gq.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

Verse 7.—Brooke, The Old Testament and
Modern Life, page 195,

Verse 9.—The Homiletic Monthly, vol, xi,
page 151,

Verse 10.—Banks, David and His Friends,
page 1. Brooke, Old Testament and Modern
Life, page 209. The Homiletic Review, vol.
xxxiv, page 313,

Verse 11, 12.—8aurin, Sermons, vol. Vv, page

Verse 13.—Liddon, Sermons, vol. iii, No.
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1160. Payson, Sermons, vol. iii, page 362
Pitman, J. R., Sermons, vol, ii, pages 82, 118,
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Blackboard,

SAMVEL.

ONSECRA 0
ALLED BY GOD

‘AS A LlTrTLE CHILD®
EH _TIVE pyL
DILIO/ATT%AIy

Childhood is more amenable, by its innocency
and disposition, to divine influence, and when to
the child’s own love for God is added the conse-
cration of a devout mother's life is begun under
the most favoring circumstances, In the light of
his boyhood’s history we wonder not that Sam-
uel early in life received signal recognition by
the direct voice of God. By the revelation con-
cerning Eli he was commissioned with the mes-
sage and authority of a prophet, and thus began
that lifelong ministry in which he was the hon-
ored vicegerent of God. In pitiable contrast te
his own early dedication and training is the
lack of parental restraint, to which the wicked-
ness of Eli's sons was largely attributable,

Coloring.—Hands, cream; phrases, yellow
and white, blended variously with dark shades.

—— )

LESSON XIL Samuel the Judge.

[Dec. 21,

GOLDEN TEXT. Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only. 1 Sam. 7, 8.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read 1 8am. chapters 4, 7]
1 8am. 7. 2-18.

2 And it came to pass, while the ark abode
ir Kir'jath-je’a-rim, that the time was long;
for it was twenty years: and all the house of
Is'ra-el lamented after the Lorp,

8 And Sam'u-el spake unto all the house of
Is'ra-ei, sayini, If ye do return unto the Lorp
with all your hearts, then put away the strange

[ Commit to memory verses 8-10.]

gods and Ash’ta-roth from among you, and
epare your hearts unto the Lorp, and serve
im only: and he will deliver you out of the
hand of the Phi-lis'tines,

4 Then the children of Is'ra-el did put away

AMERICAN REVISED VEasion.*

2 And it came to pass, from the day that the
ark abode in Kiriath-jearim, that the time was
long; for it was twenty years: and all the
house of Israel lamented after Jehovah.

3 And Samuel spake unto all the house of
Israel, saying, If ye do return unto Jehovah
with all your heart, then put away the foreign |
gods and the Ashtaroth from among you, and
direct your hearts unto Jehovah, and serve him
only; and he will deliver you out of the hand
of the Philistines. 4 Then the children of Is-

s; The American Revision, copyright 1601, by Thomas Nelson & =
ns.
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Bal‘ul-im and Ash’ta-roth, and served the Lorp
only,

5 And Sam'u-el said, Gather all Is'ra-el to
Miz'peh, and I will pray for you unto the
RD.

G And they gathered together to Miz'peh,
and drew water, and poured it out before the
Logp, and fasted on that day, and said there,
We have sinned against the Lorp. And Sam’u-el
Jjudged the children of Is'ra-el in Miz'peh.

7 And when the Phi-lis'tines heard that the
children of Is'ra-el were gathered together to
Miz'peh, the lords of the f’hi-liu'tinm went up
against Is'ra-el.  And when the children of Is'’-
ra-el heard it, they were afraid of the Phi-lis'-
tines,

8 And the children of Is'ra-el said to Sam’u-
el, Cease not to ery unto the Lorp our God for
us, that he will save us out of the hand of the
Phi-lis’tines.

9 And Sam'u-el took a sucking lamb, and
offered it for a burnt offering wholly unto the
~ Lowp: and Sam’u-el cried unto the Lorp for
- Is'ra-el; and the Lorp heard him.

10 And as Sam’u-el was offering up the burnt
offering, the Phi-lis'tines drew near to battle
against Is'ra-el: but the Lorp thundered with a
#reat thunder on that day upon the Phi-lis'-
tines, and discomfited them; and they were
+mitten before Is'ra-el.

11 And the men of Is'ra-el went out of Miz'-
peh, and i)unued the Phi-lig'tines, and smote
them, until they came under Beth'-car.

12 Then Sam’u-el took a stone, and set it
between Miz'peh and Shen, and called the
name of it ‘en-e'zer, saying, Hitherto hath
1he Lorp helped us.

13 So the Phi-lis'tines were subdued, and
they came no more into the coast of Is'ra-el:
ond the hand of the Lorp was against the Phi-
Yis'tines all the days of Sam’u-el.

[Dee. 21.

rael did put away the Baalim and the Ashta-
roth, and served Jehovah only.

5 And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Miz-
pah, and I will pray for you unto Jehovah.
G And they gathered together to Mizpah, and
drew water, and poured it out before Jehovah,
and fasted on that day, and said there, We
have sinned against Jehovah. And Samuel
judged the children of Israel in Mizpah. 7
And when the Philistines heard that the chil-
dren of Israel were gathered together to Miz-
pah, the lords of the Philistines went up against
Israel. And when the children of Israel heard
it, they were afraid of the Philistines, 8 And
the children of Israel said to Samuel, Coase
not to ery unto Jehovah our God for us, that
he will save us out of the hand of the Philis-
tines. 9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and
offered it for a whole burnt-offering unto Jeho-
vah: and Samuel cried unto Jehovah for Is-
rael; and Jehovah answered him. 10 And as
Samuel was offering up the burnt-offering, the
Philistines drew near to battle against Israel;
but Jehovah thundered with a great thunder on
that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited
them; and they were smitten down before Is-
rael. 11 And the men of Israel went out of
Mizpah, and pursued the Philistines, and smote
them, until they came under Beth-car.

12 Then Samuel took a stone, and set it be-
tween Mizpah and Shen, and called the name
of it Eben-ezer, saying, Hitherto hath Jehovah
helped us. 13 So the Philistines were subdued,
and they came no more within the border of
Israel; and the hand of Jehovah was against
the Philistines all the days of Samuel.

Time.—B. C. 1120. Place.—Mizpeh,

Home Readings,

M. S8amucl the Judge. 1 8am. 7. 1-18.
Tw. An upright judge. 1 8am, 12, 1-7.

W. Promise to penitents. Lev. 26. 40-46.
Th. A merciful God. Deut. 4, 20-40,

F. Intercession of Daniel. Dan. 9. 8-19,
A, Prayer for others. 1 Tim. 2. 1-8,

8. Answered prayer. Psa. 99.

Lesson Hymns.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 818,
From Greenland’s icy mountains,
From India's coral strand,
Where Afric’s sunny fountains
Roll down their golden sand.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 298,

Glory to God in the highest,
Glory to God ! glory to God !

Glory to God in the highest,
Shall be our song to-day.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 299,
Angels, from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o'er all the earth ;
Ye who sang creation’s story,
Now proclaim Messiah's birth.

Questions for Senior Scholars,
1. Repentance and Reformation,

How long did the ark remain at Kirjath-
jearim?

Under whom were the Israelites in bondage?

What signs should the Israelites give that
their repentance was real?

What outward act of penitence did they per-
form?

What was their confession?
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2. Namuel's Prevailing Prayer.,

For what did the people request Samuel to
pray?

How had the people prepared themselves for
Samuel's prayer?

What indicates that the people were accept-
able to the Lord?

Questjons for Intermediate Scholars,

1. Samuel at Revival Work (verses 2-4).

What had become of the ark of God?

Who had allowed it to be taken to the battle?

What became.of Eli when it was capture,] by
the Philistines?

What did the Philistines finally do with the
ark?

Where was it then for many years?

What was Samuel doing all this time?

With what good results?

Where did he gather the people ?
2. Namuel at Intercessory Prayer (verses 5-10),

What terror came to Israel while Samuel was
praying?

Who were the Philistines?

When were they finally conquered, and hy
whom?

What did the people beseech Samuel to con-
tinue to do?

How did God answer?

What shows the greatness of this vietory?

What three offices did Samuel fill at this meet-
ing?
3. Samuel at Thanksgiving (verses 11-13).

How did Samuel plan to have this victory re-
membered ?

Was this a common practice of the people?

What did he call the stone?

What does the word mean?

Questions for Younger Scholars,
When did the Lord call Samuel to serve him?
When he was a little boy.
What did he become? A prophet and a judge,
What was his work? 7o keep the people
faithful to God.
Who troubled Israel? The Philistines.
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Why? Because Isracl would not be true to
God,

What happened to them? War, and the loss
of their flocks and harvests,

What did they do at last? They begged Sam-
ucl to help them.

What did he do? He offered sacrifices and
prayed for them.

Who came upon them then? The Philistines,

How did God answer Samuel's prayer? He
sent a great thunderstorm upon the Philistines.

What became of them? They were scattered.

What did Samuel set up? A stone which he
named Ebenezer,

What does that mean? The stone of help,

The Lesson Catechism,
(For the entire school.)

1. How did Samuel urge the Israelites to
obtain deliverance from the Philistines? By
turning to the Lord.

2. What did he lead the people to do at Miz-
peh?  To confess and seck God,

3. What did the Philistines do when they
heard of tlie meeting? They came against Is-
racl,

4. How were the Israelites delivered from the
Philistines? Through the prayer of Samuel,

5. What memorial of the victory did Samuel
set up? The stone Ebenezer,

6. What did he say that the stone was to
remind the people of? “Hitherto has the Lord
helped us.”

7. What is the GoLbEN Text? “Prepare
your hearts,” ete,

The Church Catech’sm.

6. What is the authority of the Holy Scrip-
tures? The Holy Scriptures, written by holy men
of God as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,
alone give us certain and full knowledge of God
and his will, and are tho all-sufficient and only
infallible rule of our faith and practice.

John 17. 17.  Sanctify them through thy truth;
thy word is truth,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Prayer as a Means of Strength.

I. PrAYER.
I will pray for you. v. 5.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in
earth, a3 it is in heaven. Matt. 6. 10,
For the earth shall be filled with the knowl-
edge of the glory of the Lord, as the
waters cover the sea. THab. 2. 14,

II. HUMILIATION,
Prepare your hearts unto the Lord. v. 8.
Let man and beast he covered with sack-
cloth. and cry mightily unto God. Jo-
nah 3. 8,
Repent in dust and ashes. Job 42, 6. 3
T proclaimed a fast there, at the river of

N
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Ahava, that we might afflict ourselves
before our God. KEzra 8. 21,
ITI. CONFESSION,
We have sinned against the Lord, v. 6.

We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness,
and the iniquity of our fathers: for we
have sinned against thee, Jer, 14, 20.

Confess your faults one to another, and
pray one for another, that ye may be
healed. James 5. 16,

We have committed iniquity, we have done
wickedly, Psa. 106, 0,

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

| Dee. 21.

1V. Farrn,
T'he Lord our God will save us. v. 8,
Stablish your hearts : for the coming of the
Lord draweth nigh. James 5. 8,
I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me, Phil, 4. 13.
V. EBEN-EZER.
Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. v. 12.
1 am poor and needy; yet the Lord think-
eth upon me. Psa. 40. 17,
The Lord is my helper; and T will not fear
what man shall do untp me. Heb. 13. 6.

The awful sentence of Jehovah had been carried out, on Eli personally and on the nation. The ark of
God, the symbol of everything sacred in Israel’s national life, had been captured by the Philistines and
taken in triumph to the temple of their god Dagon, in Ashdod. The idol was mysteriously overthrown, and
disease scourged the city. Afraid that this was a sign of Jehovah’s anger, but not yet so terrified as to
willingly relinquish the ark, they carried it about from city to city, and wherever it went “ plague, terror,
and confusion ” followed. At length they returned it, with a show of reverence, to Isracl. It was at first
lodged in Beth-shemesh, and later in Kirjath-jearim. The two chapters which tell this story should be read

carefully.

Verse 2. Kirjath-jearim means *“City-of-
woods.” It is now known as Qiryat al-’inab, a
few miles northwest of Jerusalem (except, in-
deed, Lieutenant Conder’s identification of it
with Erma, near Beth-shemesl, be preferred).
For seven months the ark had remained in the
hands of the Philistines. It was not replaced
in the sanctuary, nor did its transfer to Kirjath-
jearim cause that place to be recognized as a
central seat of worship. It was now twenty
years since its return—years of unusual re-
ligious darkness. All the house of Israel la-
mented after the Lord [“Jehovah”]. The text
is a vivid description of the tardily repentant
people turning to cry after the God whom they
had repelled from them. The margin, “was
drawn together,” which has excellent authority,
shows us the spontaneous instinct that brought
Israel together,

8. Samuel was now in the prime of early
manhood. He was married and had children,
and, whether or not as yet revered as national
judge, he was at least recognized as a leader
of men. Samuel spake unto all the house of
Isracl. Tf the marginal reading of the last
verse be adopted we are to understand a great
gathering of the heads of the tribes; but the
phrase may mean that his words of “rebuke,
warning, and exhortation” were repeated
throughout the land. If ye do return unto the
Lord [“Jehovah”] with all your hearts
[“beart”], then put away the strange [“for-
eign”] gods and [“the”] Ashtaroth from among
vyou, and prepare [“direct”] your hearts unto
the Lord [“Tehovah”), and serve him only:

and he will deliver you out of the hand of the
Philistines. This salvation from invasion was
the only desire of the nation, and the prophet
makes it conditional on repentance and obedi-
ence, But the repentance and obedience must
be thorough. The tendency to cling to some
form of idolatry, so hard to get rid of, tended
directly to the destruction of the nation. Gen.
31.19; Judg. 17. 5; 1 Sam. 19, 13; 2 Kings 23.
24, give instances of the reverence of teraphim,
and that there was open idolatry is plain from
Judg. 2. 12, 13; we have in an earlier lesson
referred to Amos 5. 26 as showing that an idol
had been carried by their fathers through a large
part of the wilderness journey. And in addition
to these hereditary tendencies there had been
for centuries temptations to worship gods of the
foreign nations among whom they had made
their home. “Ashtaroth” we have already re-
peatedly defined as the Fiebrew plural form for
Ashtoreth, the female divinity of the Pheeni-
cians, whose worship was very ancient and
widespread, and its ceremonies abominable.
Their hearts as well as their formal services
must be given to Jehovah, and he must be
“served only.” For the Lord their God is a
jealous God, and differs in this respect from
most of the pagan divinities,

4. Then the children of Isracl did put away
[“the”] Baalim and [“the”] Ashtaroth, and
served the Lord [“Jehovah™] only. A pleasing
obedience to the prophet’s command. No doubt
they expected immediate delivery from the Phil-
istine tyranny. But Samuel, as we now study
him, is a national reformer, and he proposes,

the
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80 far as he can, to make this reform perma-
nent,

5. Mizpeh [“Mizpah™]. “The watchtower,”
It was near to Jerusalem. I will pray for you.
More than any of the other national leaders
of Israel, except Moses, Samuel was intercessor.
Compare Psa. 99, 6; Jer, 15, : 18

6. Drew water, and poured it out before the
Lord [“Jehovah"]. This doubtless was a tra-
ditional rite, a symbol of worship readily under-
stood at that time, but not incorporated in the
formal ritual of the nation, It may have typi-
fied penitence or purification. Compare Jer.
9. 1, “Oh that my head were waters,” and
Lam. 2. 19, “Pour out thine heart like water.”
The people fasted as a further manifestation of
their repentance and openly confessed, We have
sinned against the Lord [“Tehovah”]. Samuel
judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh [*Miz-
pah”], ‘We are to understand that he formally
assumed the functions of national judge, which
for years thereafter he exercised far more uni-
versally and thoroughly than any had ever done,
Samuel’s government was a logical precursor of
the more centralized governments which were to
follow,

By these verses we see that the nation was
truly repentant,

7. Philistines heard. Such a gathering could
not escape Philistine notice. Went up. From
their cities on the lowlands to the seat of the
Israelites in the mountain region. They were
afraid. They were unorganized, without arms,
and thoroughly cowed under their masters by a
generation of servitude,

8. Said to Samuel. They had no confidence
in themselves, but great faith in their leader's
influence with God. Cease not to ery. “Be not
silent from us from ecrying.” The language
here and elsewhere would indicate that the
prayer of Samuel was a prolonged piercing cry.
Unto the Lord [“Jehovah™] our God, They
claim now an interest in Jehovah as their God,
for they had renounced the service of idols.
That he will save us. They had no arms and
no power; if saved at all, it must be by the
hand of God.

9. A sucking lamb. A lamb a few days old,
representing a people young, helpless, and de-
pendent upon their God. Offered it. Either
by his own hand, as prophet, or by the hand of
the high priest, Ahitub, who may have been

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

The baneful effects of the evildoing of Eli's
family resulted in the loss, to Tsrael, of the ark
of the covenant. The Philistines, who captured
the ark, thought they had secured a great prize,
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present as a young man. Burnt offering. The
sacrifice was wholly consumed upon the altar,
and represented entire consecration to God.
Cried unto the Lord [“Jehovah”]. Praying for
the people while the sacrifice lay on the altar.
The Lord heard [“Jehovah answered”). The
Revised Version is more accurate, The answer
was given in the thunderstorm, as the voice of
the Lord.

10. As Samuel was offering. The enemy
paid no attention to these acts of worship, but
probably deemed it a favorable time to begin
the attack. The Lord [“Jehovah”] thundered.
Here was a supernatural display of divine
power in behalf of Israel. With a great thun-
der, Rather, “with a great voice.” Loud peals
of thunder from the heavens seemed like the
voice of God shouting against the Philistines,
and putting them in terror and confusion. Dis-
comfited them, Put them in consternation and
dismay. They were smitten. As Israel had
been before them on the former occasion.  (See
1 Sam. 4. 3, 10.)

11. Pursued the Philistines. “They improved
the great opportunity thus granted them, and
chased the terrified Philistines, and smote
them, probably for several days. The word
here rendered ‘smote’ is different from that
rendered ‘smitten’ in verse 10, That denotes
a judgment-stroke of heaven: this refers to the
blows and slaughter incident to battle, The
Israelites followed and beat down their foes
until they came under Beth-car.”

12. Took a stone. For a memorial monu-
ment of the nation’s gratitude. Between Miz-
peh [“Mizpah™] and Shen. Both these names
have the article, and may be translated as ap-
pellatives: “the watchtower and the tooth.”
Shen, which means a tooth, was probably some
sharp, tooth-shaped rock or cliff, but its location
is unknown. Samuel set up his monument at
the place where Jehovah's help had been notably
conspicuous, and called it Eben-ezer, which
means “stone of help.” It seems to have been
erected at the place where Israel was smitten
and the ark captured twenty years before,
(See 1 Sam. 4. 1; 5. 1.) Hitherto. Up. to
this point; so far.

13. The events of the next chapter show that
this subjugation was only relative, probably ex-
tending over the time of Samuel’s active judge-
ship.

but found its possession only to be their over-
throw; so that they were glad to return it, or .
permit the animals attached to the cart, om :
which they placed it, to return it themselyes.
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It came to Beth-shemesh, but the poor inhab-
itants of this locality suffered so severely, owing
to their irreverence, that they sought its re-
moval. It was then brought to Kirjath-
jearim, and while it remained here, at the, close
of the long period of twenty years, the circum-
stances of the lesson take place,

“All the house of Israel lamented after the
Lord.” Their numerous misfortunes, their se-
vere sufferings bring them to the point of real-
izing the cause of these things, and they seek to
return to the Lord. This is a great sight, a
whole people turning to God! Samuel, no
doubt, has been doing some quiet but effective
work, as he has been going up and down
among those people in the capacity of judge,
and they are now ready for the direct and
pointed exhortations he delivers. He speaks
plainly and positively, telling them to put away
the idols, and especially that shameful and vile
Astaroth, from among them, and serve the true
and living God; and yet the Lord will deliver
them from the hands of the Philistines. The
Israelites heartsore and sad from t! ir desola-
tion, immediately followed these directions and
prepared their poor bleeding hearts to serve the
Lord only. This opened the way for the next
great move on the part of Samuel, for he was
intent on thorough reformation and spiritual
quickening, so he gathered the great host in a
great prayer service,

THE GATHERING AT MIZPEI,

In this gathering the Israelites show to a
very great advantage, and the exhibit of their
sincerity, probably horn of adversity, is very
marked. They begin by pouring libations of
water on the ground, indicative of the non-
return of their vows to them, and as Samuel is
the chief director they follow him to the letter,
They not only leave off the idol worship, but
such a confession of sin is manifest as only
hearts burdened with sin, in its conscious aw-
fulness, can manifest. It is not enough to quit
sinful practices, but righteousness and holiness
must begin to be taken on, or the empty nature
will seek again the destructive processes, It is
a national consecration through individual re-
pentance. God manifests himself to them, to
their hearts’ joy.

But in the midst of this holy service their old
enemies, the Philistines, appeared, having been
apprised of the gathering through their numer-

‘ous spies. It might seem that God intends

this incident for two purposes—that the enemy

~is always near a penitent soul, and that the

presence of these people would afford him an
opportunity of demonstrating the truthfulness

[Dec, 21,

of Samuel's prophecy, “And he will deliver you
out of the hand of the Philistines,”

PHILISTINES PRESENT,

They came with sword and banner, thinking
the Israelites an easy prey, as they were unpre-
pared for such a contest. The Israelites had
not come to fight, but only to “serve and wait.”
To have their devotions so rudely interfered
Wwith, when in humble niind and spirit, must
have produced the extreme of confusion. More
than this, they mistrusted® themselves, “They
were afraid of the DPhilistines.” Their oft-ex-
perienced defeats had robbed them of their
courage. So that now, even in the face of the
recent promise, and their new return to God,
they dare hardly hope for deliverance, much
less for victory. Samuel alone, in this emer-
gency, stands out the clear-cut, confiding servant
of the Most High, for he in no sense relaxes in
cool, deliberate, orderly service,

When the ery of battle is raised by the Philis-
tines Samuel is in the midst of offering the burnt
offering, and while dismay and utter rout might
have been to Israel, a greater than the Philis-
tings or Israelites mustered his forces against
the rude, insolent aggressor. “The Lord thun-
dered with a great thunder, and discomfited
them; and they were smitten before Israel,”
God is present with his children in their hon-
est effort to approach him, and no matter what
the interfering power, he affords and gives vic-
tory. Out of this victory originates Israel's
Ebenezer. In the presence of such immediate
deliverance and quick fulfillment of prophecy it
becomes the Israelites to set up a memorial, for
it is one of the memorable occasions of Israel's
history.

When people are set right in the sight of God,
and a resolute determination obtains to serve
him, he is always found near and ready to give
them the victory over their enemies. We have
here a prominent exhibit of the effect of sin on
the individual, and through him on the nation.
We also see the marked readiness of God to re-
ceive his children when they are ready to come
to him. We likewise see the great victory that
awaits all who return to God, for the very in-
centive to their wr doing may be pletely
overthrown.

Thoughts for Young People.

1. The powerful influence of one man, Sam-
uel was a much abler man than most of his day.
But his great usefulness came from two quali-
ties, both of which all of us may have, 1. Thor-
ough godliness ; 2. precipitateness, the power of
projecting himself with force into the eireum-
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stances of the day. There is a beautiful proy-
erb: “By the blessing of the upright the city is
exalted.” But the upright can only bless the
city if they exert themselves. This is a very
practical subject for young people. Samuel
was young when he began, but he stood alone,
Many a boy and girl shrinks from confessing
Christ because he stands alone. Let us be en-
couraged by the blessing which followed Sam-
uel's steadfastness,

2. The conditions of God's blessing. Put
away your sins, and then God will stand by you,
This is the burden of Samuel’s teaching. This
is a doctrine which young folk should take to
their hearts, and in their own peculiar way
should emphasize it upon others. True wor-
ship in all ages has been in danger of degener-
ating into mere forms and rites, The Romish
Church and most of the Protestant denomina-
tions have again and again brought the “ark of
God” into their theological struggles instead of
seeking the true presence of God in prayer and
humiliation.

. Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes,
HISTORY,

By reading the Seripture narrative between
our lesson and that for last week let the teacher
inform himself concerning the very dark period
of her history through which Israel passed.
The results of this reading should be concisely
summarized for the pupils in order that they
may the more easily understand our lesson text,

ENVIRONMENT,

Time. Perhaps 1131 B. C., but the date is
uncertain.

Place. Mizpeh, where Saul was afterward
anointed king. It was the religious center of
Israel at this time,

RECORD,

We will consider our text according to the fol-

lowing outline :

il

1. Isracl returning to the Lord (verses 24),
What is meant by the term Israel? What was
the religious condition of Israel? What gods
had the people been serving? (verse 4.) Ex-
plain what is meant by Baalim and Ashtaroth,
Where was the ark? (verse 2.) What did Sam-
uel say to the people? How did the people an-
swer this? Whom did they begin to serve
again?

2. Israel prayed for (verses 5, 6). At what

RETURNING TO THE LORD,
PRAYED FOR,
THREATENED,
DELIVERED,
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place did Samuel command TIsrael to be gath-
ered? For what purpose? What did the peo-
ple do at Mizpeh? What did they say? What
did Sumuel do? (Explain both the religious.
and the political significance of Samuel judging
all Israel.)

3. Israel threatened (verses 7. 8). Who
went up against Israel? Explain what is
meant by the Philistines, Iow did the Isruel-
ites feel? What did they say to Samuel?

4. Israel delivered (verses 9-13). What did
Samuel do? (verse 9,) To whom did he cry?
With what results? How did the Lord dis-
comfit the Philistines? Have some one read
aloud verse 10. What did the men of Israel
then do? What memorial did Samuel erect ?
Explain to the class the meaning of our word
Ebenezer. Have some one read aloud verse 13,
and explain its meaning.

OBJECT ILLUSTRATION,

The teacher may prepare a block of wood on
which is printed EBENEZER, to represent the
memorial stone that Samuel erected, Ask the
class to recall some of the memorial stones
about which they have studied. For example,
the memorial in the Jordan, Josh. 4. 9, and
Joshua's witness stone at Shechem, Josh., 24,
oa o
i EMPHASIZED TRUTH,

God strove to teach Israel that he wanted
their entire worship. Israel constantly turned
aside from the Lord to worship other so-called
gods. When they did so God left them to
themselves, with the result that their enemies
conquered them. The analogy between Israel
and God’s people to-day is very marked. God
wants an undivided service. If his children
yield it to him he blesses them in many ways.
If they do not serve him he withdraws his help
and they are overcome by their spiritual ene-
mies. This truth may be illustrated from every-
day life. When the pupils understand its im-
port have them print :

I WILL SERVE GOD ONLY,
AND HE WILL DELIVER MR
FROM MY SPIRITUAL ENEMIES.

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

The teacher should very carefully study the
HINTS for review Sunday and tell the pupils
just what he expects of them on that day. All
should be urged to study during the week the
titles, Golden Texts, emphasized truths, and re-
view words of the various lessons. Each one-
should be requested to bring to the class his
Book of Heroes,

Review word “Enemies.”

S N
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By Way of Illustration,

Verse 3. The first thing for any penitent
sinner to do is to quit sinning. A captain at
sea perceives that the steersman is steering the
ship direct for the rocks. How is the danger
to be avoided? By scrubbing the decks, or
setting the men to the pumps? No! These
things are good enough, but if the ship is to be
saved her course must be changed.

Verse 5, We ought to pray for others wheth-
er they pray for themselves or not. As when
one string of a lute is touched the others trem-
ble, so Christians should be responsive to their
brothers’ troubles. As John Knox poured out
his agonized soul in the constantly repeated
prayer, “O Lord, give me Scotland, or I die,”
so we should pray constantly for our unsaved
friends. God gave him Scotland in spite of
queen and cardinal. And God will answer our
prayers if they are offered with sympathy and
faith.

Verse 11. “If God be for us who can be against
us.” There is a tradition among the Indians
that Manitou was traveling in the invisible
world and came upon a hedge of thorns, then
saw wild beasts glare upon him from the
thicket, and after a while stood before an im-
passable river. As he determined to proceed
the thorns turned out phantoms, the wild beasts
powerless ghosts, and the river only an illusion.
When we march on obstacles disappear.

Verse 12. “The Lord loves to be loved, loves
to be thanked, loves to have his children grate-
ful.” When Bishop Hutton, of, Durham, was
once traveling through his diocese he left his
horse with a servant, retired from the highway,
and knelt down in prayer. He explained that
when a poor boy he traveled over that moun-
tain without shoes or stockings, and disturbed a
cow on that identical spot that he might warm
his feet where she lay. He could not pass with-
out thanking God.

A man woke on the first day of the new year,
or thought he did, and was told he must wait a
while for breakfast. He waited a half hour, an
hour, two hours, and at last was beside himself
with hunger and impatience. Just then he was
ushered into a great hall where plates were laid
for one thousand and ninety-five persons, His
curiosity was greatly excited as he saw plates
with eggs, and broiled meat, and bread, and
toast, and cakes, and soup, and fish, and meats,
and puddings, and pies, good things of all sorts
~—a meal apiece for a thousand and ninety-five
men. “How thankful I would be,” ejaculated

- the hungry man, “if I could sit down at one of
these plates!” “Would you, indeed?” said his

[Dec. 21.

guide; “would you be thankful? Then you
shall have your breakfast at once., But these
phites would do you no good. They are the
ghosts of what you have already had. They
are the three hundred and sixty-five breakfasts,
the three hundred and sixty-five dinners, and
the three hundred and sixty-five suppers you had
last year. Let me tell you that you were not
truly thankful for one of them; for a truly
thankful man remembers God's past mercies as
vividly as he delights in de's present mercies.”
The man awoke, for this was all a dream; but
he had learned a wholesome lesson.

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

In 1 Sam. 4-7 are some things hard to under-
stand. Yet these chapters teach lessons we
need to learn and to heed. Sin and its conse-
quences are not to be treated lightly; they are
to be feared; they are real; they are de-
structive; and if persisted in they are fatal.
God's word never fails. His warnings as surely
as his promises are eternal truth. God is love:
he is long-suffering, full of compassion and
tender mercy. But love and mercy rest upon
foundations of righ 3 and true love for
him makes us reverence his commands and fear
to offend him. He warned his people that they
would fall before their enemies if they forsook
him to worship other gods. But they forgot
his counsel. Baalim and Ashtaroth seemed all
well enough while life moved smoothly, but one
day the Philistines set themselves in array
against Israel, and they were frightened to find
they had no power of resistance. They began
to ask the reason why. Then they remembered
how the ark of the covenant brought their
fathers through the sea, and made them vic-
torious at Jericho, and they said, “Let us send
for it; perhaps it will save us from our ene
mies.” 8o they placed once more in their midst
the long-neglected symbol of Jehovah’s presence,
and for a while it checked the Philistines, for
they had heard of the might of Israel's God
But soon they rallied for a stronger fight.

. “Never give up,” they cried; “do not be slaves

to the Hebrews as they have been to you.”
Unity, determination, and desperate fighting
won the battle for them. Israel was smitten
with very great slaughter, and even the ark of
God was taken. Years of humiliation, sorrow,
perplexity, followed. “Without God, without
hope,” was true then, is true now, will be true
forever.

Why was all this sad experience suffered?
Samuel explains it. To turn to the Lord merely

Dec

to b
heat
vain
Sam
with
from
the
liver
Prov
look:
sion,
in ti
the
<hur
the ¢
these
is n
from
trutl
and
rende
Th
muni
battl
and
ment
only
The
meth
tan c
Philis
ever |
Th
rende
our I
vatios
Jesus
less ¢
Along
soul
up it
the n:

Rec
captu
ing th
would
lim a
.
agains
gather
the P
in wh
The r
Eben-



Dec. 21.]

to be helped out of trouble was no better than
heathen worship, Sending for the ark was a
vain show; God himself came not with it.
Samuel said, “If ye do return unto the Lord
with all your hearts, then put away Ashtaroth
from among you, and prepare your hearts unto
the Lord, and serve him only: and he will de-
liver you out of the hand of the Philistines,”
Prove your sincerity by a changed life; God
looks at the heart, not at the outward profes-
sion. It sometimes happens now that people
in trouble send for the ark of God. They ask
the minister to pray for them: they go to
church, a habit long neglected ; they even join
the church under pressure of their sorrow. But
these things bring only transient relief. There
is neither comfort in trouble nor deliverance
from sin in the visible symbols of spiritual
truth, nor in the rites of the Church. Comfort
and victory are only found when by full sur-
render of our whole heart we find God himself,

The fight against sin in the world, in the com-
munity, in the heart, without God is a losing
battle. Satan wins against human strength
and wisdom every time. Education, environ«
ment, the present fads of philanthropy, touch
only the surface. Sin breaks out in new forms.
The visible Church and the use of Christian
methods, alone, are powerless against evil. Sa-
tan carries them over into his own camp as the
Philistines carried the ark, and uses them wher-
ever he finds them better than his own devises,

There is but one successful way—a full sur-
render to God; putting away all that divides
our love and service; accepting his plan of sal-
vation by regeneration of the nature through
Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit, in cease-
less dependence upon him in faith and prayer.
Along this way every social reform and every
soul longing for deliverance from sin may set
up its Ebenezer, its waymark of progress, in
the name and strength of the Lord.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Recount the adventures of the ark after its
capture, . . . Seek parallels to Samuel's preach-
ing that God would deliver the Israelites if they
would reject their false gods. .. .Explain Baa-
lim and Ashtaroth, and the ceremonies of verse
6....Why did the Philistines always come up
against the Israelites when the Israelites were
gathered together?....The characteristics of
the Philistine conquest. The sort of servitude
in which the Israelites were kept by them....
The religious lessons of the erection of the stone
Eben-ezer. ... Practical lessons: 1. The un-
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changing love of God. 2. The true way to se-
cure a “revival.” 3. All victory to be looked
for from God. 4. Stoop in penitence and rise
in power. 5. The activity of Satan excited by
the activity of the Church. 6. The inexhaust-
ible resources of God. 7. In every life and at
every step “Ebenezer” may be set up.

Library References.

Ewald, History of Israel, vol. ii, pages 419,
426, Stanley, History of the Jewish Church,
vol. i, pages 344-3G6. Kitto, History of the
Bible, chap. xv. Geikie, Hours with the Bible,
vol. iii, pages 53-T4, Freeman, Bible Manners
and C'ustoms, Nos, 49, 222, 304.
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Israel had shown inconstancy and wayward-
ness, repentance when brought to realize the
reproach and disastrous consequences of sin, but
negligent of God and of his law when the warn-
ing and calamity had ceased to remind them of
their iniquity., But God had been always faith-
ful, and had never forgotten to be gracious
when they sought his favor with contrite and
lowly hearts. Their latest memorial to his
name is that which every Christian may build
at each step of the way, the Ebenezer, with its
blessed light glowing over bygone days and
years, and testifying that he will never leave
nor forsake those who thus far have been his
peculiar care. We may have many' hallowed
memorials in many scenes and times, but this
monument is the sum of all others, and should
be an acknowledgment to mark our daily path.

Coloring.—Stone, light brown; word, red;
text, white; H, white and purple; lower ph
light blue,
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Christmas Lesson. [Dec. 21,

GOLDEN TEXT. Fortmloyouhbomthhdayinthed(yofDavidaSavimr,whichh
Christ the Lord, Luke 2. 11.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read Isa. 9. 1-7, Heb. 1.]
Luke 2, 8-20.

8 And there were in the same country shep-
herds abiding in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night.

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord uhpnu round
about them: and they were sore afraid.

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not:
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great
Jjoy, which shall be to all people,

11 For unto you is born this day in the city
of Da'vid a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a
mhultitude of the heavenly host praising God,
and saying,

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.

15 And it came to pass, as the angels were

me away from them unto heaven, the shep-
erds said one to another, Let us now g0 even
unto Beth’le-hem, and see this thing which is
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known
unto us.

16 And they came with haste, and found
Ma'ry and Jo'seph, and the babe lying in the
manger.

17 And when they had seen it, they made
known abroad the saying which was told them
concerning this child,

18 And all they that heard it wondered at
those things which were told them by the shep-
herds.

19 But Ma'ry kept all these things, and pon-
dered them in her heart.

20 And the nheg)herdu returned, glorifying
and praising God for all the things that they
had heard and seen, as it was told unteo them,

[ Comumit to memory verses 10, 11.]

AMERICAN REVISED VERSION.*

8 And there were shepherds in the same
country abiding in the field, and keeping watch
by night over their flock. 9 And an angel of
the Lord stood by them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round about them: and they were
sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them,
Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy which shall be to all the
people: 11 for there is born to you this day in
the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the
Lord. 12 And this is the sign unto you: Ye
shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes,
and lying in a manger. 13 And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God, and saying, .
14 Glory to God in the highest,

And on earth peace among men in whom he

is well pleased.

15 And it came to pass, when the angels went
away from them into heaven, the shepnerds said
one to another, Let us now go even unto Beth-
lehem, and see this thing that is come to pass,
which the Lord hath made known unto us.
16 And they came with haste, and found both
Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in the
manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made
known concerning the saying which was spoken
to them about this child. 18 And all that
heard it wondered at the things which were
spoken unto them by the shepherds. 19 But
Mary kept all these sayings, pondering them
in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all the things
that they had heard and seen, even as it was
spoken unto them.

Time.—B. (. 4. Place.—In the vicinity of

Jerusalem,
Home Readings.
M. Christmas Lesson, Luke 2. 8-20,
Tw. 8imeon’s prophecy, Luke 2. 25-85,
W. Return to Nazareth, Luke 2. 86-40,
Th. The wise men, Matt. 2. 1-12,
¥. Into Egypt. Matt. 2, 13-28,
8. Prophecy. Isa. 9, 1-7.
. The divine Word. John 1. 1-14.

Lesson Hymas,
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 301,
Hark ! the herald angels sing,
**Glory to the new-born King,
Peace on earth and mercy mild ;
God and sinners reconciled.”

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 209,
Angels, from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth,
HNew Canadian Hymnal, No. 302,

Hark ! what mean those holy voices,
Sweetly sounding through the skies

Questions for Senior Scholars,
1. The Announcement to the Shepherds.
In what country were the shepherds watching
their flocks?

8 * The VAmerlun Revision, copyright 1901, by ﬁmnm Nelson &
ons.
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What was the first heavenly appearance to
them?

How were they affected by the vision?

What reason for not being afraid does the
angel give?

In what sense is the angel’'s message good
tidings to all?

Why is Bethlehem called the city of David?

What is the Saviour called in verse 117

How were the shepherds directed to Jesus?

What followed the angel’s announcement ?

What was the anthem of the heavenly chorus?
2. The Shepherds’ Visit,

What did the shepherds propose after the
angels went away ?

Who did they say made this known to them?

Where did they find Jesus?

IHow was the statement of the shepherds re-
ceived?

What did Mary know of Jesus?

How did Mary receive the story of the shep-
herds?

What special reason had the shepherds for
glorifying God?

To whom were the good tidings sent?

Questi for Int diate Sehol

1. The Angels Announce Jesus (verses 8-14).
When was Jesus born?

In what city was he born?

Who was his mother?

To whom was Christ’s birth first told?

Tell the story of this angel visit.

What was the sign for recognizing Jesus?

Why was he not in a house?

What was the condition in life of his
parents?

2. The Shepherds See Jesus (verses 15,
What did the shepherds decide to do?
Was it still nighttime?

Did they recognize who it was that told them
of Jesus?

In what spirit and manner did they go?

Where and in what condition did they find
the infant Jesus?

What is it that shows the faith of these
shepherds?

What was wonderful in all this story?
8. The Shepherds Proclaim Jesus (verses 17-

20).

16).
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What
abroad?

What general expectation about Christ was
then abroad?

Did the Jews expect Jesus in this way?

What effect had the shepherds’ message ?

Who thought about all this continually, and
tried to know its full meaning?

What did the shepherds do upon their return
to their flocks?

Do we find any trace in after vears of the
effect of this angel's message? .

message did the shepherds spread

Questions for Younger Scholars,
What fields are near Bethlehem? The shep-
herds® fields.
Who watched their flocks there one night?
Nome good shepherds,
Who lived there long hefore?
vid,

Ruth and Da-

Who came down to the shepherds? An angel,

What did he bring? Good news.

Can you repeat his words? (Verses 10, 11,)

Who came then? A heavenly host,

What song did they sing? (Verse 14.)

Where did the shepherds go after this? 7Te
Bethlehem.,

Whom did they find? Joseph, Mary, and the
Holy Child,

Where did they find them?

How did they go back?

In a stable,
Praising God.

The Lesson Catechism.
(For the entire school.)

1. Who frightened the shepherds of Bethle-
hem? An angel,

2. What did he say?
bring you good tidings.”

3. Whom were they to find? “A Saviour

. Christ the Lord.”

4. How were they to find him?
a manger.,

5. Who joined in a chorus of praise? A
multitude of the heavenly host,

6. When the shepherds had found the babe
what did they do? 7They made known abroad
the saying.

7. What is the Gorpex Texrt?
vou is,” ete,

“Fear not: .. .J

As a babe in

“For unto

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

Good Tidings of Great Joy,

I. From HEAVEN,
The angel of the Lord; a multitude of the
heavenly host. v. 9, 13,
That eternal life which was with the

Father, and was manifested unto us.
1 John 1. 2.

His angels spirits: his ministers a flame,
Heb, 1. 7.

i




.

IL. To ArL THE EARTH.
T'o all people, v. 10,

Go ye into all the world, and preach the

gospel to every creature. Mark 16, 15,

From the rising of the sun unto the going
down of the same the Lord's name is to

be praised. Psa. 113, 3.
III. PLAIN AND SIMPLE.
«Unto you is born this day a Saviour. v, 11.

A child is born....name shall be Wonder-

ful. Isa. 9. 6.

The wayfaring men, though fools, shall not

err therein. Isa, 35. 8.
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IV. MySTERIOUS,
They that heard it wondered; Mary pon-
dered. v, 18, 19,
Without controversy great is the mystery
of godliness. 1 Tim. 3. 16,
Which things the angels desire to look into.
1 Pet. 1, 12,
V. JOYFUL AND GLORIOUS,
Glory to God in the highest, v, 14,
Joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Rom. 5. 11,
Glory in the Church by Christ Jesus. Iph.
3. 21,

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

This lesson is of perennial interest. It is not necessary to teach that Jesus was born on December 25,
‘This cannot be proved ; neither can it be disproved. It has been asserted that flocks could not have been
kapt in the field in December. But while the rainy season in Palestine brings sharp turns of wintry weather,
it brings no such hardships to sheep or shepherds as they experience with us. The weather of twenty-one
consecutive years was recorded by Dr. Chaplin, of Jerusalem, and in eight of these years there was no snow
at all in December. Rain is not constant, and the fair days are “the most enjoyable that the climate of
Palestine affords.” The mean temperature is not far from fifty-two or fifty-three degrees. How a miscalcu-
Jation of the year of our Lord’s birth set our calendars irreparably wrong, and how we are now able ap-
wroximately to correct that date, should be made plain to all pupils. Ina time of intellectual darkness, when

tthere was no general calendar in use, a Christian scholar named Dionysius was di

d by his ecclesiastical

superiors to ascertain the beginning of the Christian era so that henceforth all events might be dated from
t. He used all the light he had, and according to the best scholarship of his day “ the year of our Lord

vas fixed as we have it. But more accurate knowledge of classic history, and closer study of the few

hronological hints given in the gospels, have made it plain that our Lord’s birth occurred a little before the

‘ccepted Christian ere.

Verse 8. In the same country. Or “neigh-
#orhood ;" in the vicinity of Bethlehem. Shep-
‘derds. Between Bethlehem and Jerusalem was
Wigdal Eder, a watchtower where the shepherds

«of the flocks destined for sacrifice gathered.
Jews expected the Messiah to be announced
from Migdal Eder and to be born in Bethlehem.
Shepherds were, as a class, held in contempt ;
their manner of life had so isolated them from
the ordinances that they were not expected to
maintain religious observance. But these men

. doubtless were devout in heart. Abiding in the

field. The men may have had tents or booths ;
sheep in Palestine are housed only in the cool-
est weather, and often their shepherds sleep on
beds of grass or green branches without cover-
ing other than their heavy mantles. Keeping
watch. Revised Margin: “Keeping night
- watches ;" watching in sections, by turn. Their
flock. Tt was a temple flock, probably, that

" they were caring for, If they had been sheep

'

owners, each with a flock of his own, the allu-

* sion would have been to their flocks, To poetic

vflncy this presents a link of connection between
- Old and New Testament worship.
9. The angel of the Lord came upon them.

“An angel of the Lord stood by them;” sud-
denly appeared. The angels of Bible story seem
always to have appeared as young men in white
raiment. Wings are described by Isaiah (6. 2),
Ezekiel (1. 6), and John (Rev. 4. 8), but they
were not on messengers, but on mysterious
“living creatures,” “beasts,” “cherubim and
seraphim”—orders which seem to he quite dis-
tinct from the “angels of God.” The glory of
the Lord. A cloud of brightness that symbol-
ized the divine presence. A fraid. The man
does mnot live whose pulse would not flutter if
the door of the invisible world suddenly swung
open.

10. The angel said unto them. “In several
ways this angel is a model for all preachers,
these shepherds a model for all hearers.”—Van
Oosterzee.  Fear not. “Be not afraid.” Near-
ly all God’s direct messages to men began with
this kind exhortation. Good tidings. Evangel.
Our words “gospel” and “evangelical” both come
from this phrase. Great joy. Not only a real
blessing, but an undisguised blessi one that
shall bring its gladness mmmediately with it.
To all people. “All the people.”

11. The city of David. A common collo-
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quial name for Bethlehem, A Saviour. One of
the striking facts about the Gospel story is the
evident universal feeling that a Saviour was
needed. The people then had no such theolog-
ical conceptions as we, They simply felt that
they were hopeless, both in their temporal and
their spiritual surroundings. The Church was
depraved, the nation was enslaved, the masses
were wretchedly poor, the government was weak
and wicked, and men's conceptions of divine
truth were vague, Almost every thoughtful
person in that day, pagan and Jewish alike, felt
the need of a Saviour. Christ, The Jewish
technical term for the Anointed One,

12, A sign [“the sign”].  Not an evidence of
the truth of this angelic message, but an index,
a guide, a pointer, Nwaddling clothes, Tight
wraps which engirdled the baby from head to
foot and made free motion of the limbs impos-
sible. They were used in all nations down to
the last century. It was Rousseau who by his
sarcasm led to the abolition of this barbarism
from Christendom. To the shepherds it must
have been a marvel that the Christ should be
found in circumstances so like those of ordinary
infants. In @ manger., The only resting place
to be found in the overcrowded caravansary,

‘18, Hecvenly host. The armies of God.
Praising God. The permanent employment of
angels,

14. Glory to God in the highest,
doxology familiar to the Jews. It may mean
in the highest heaven. The Jews believed there
were three heavens, one above the other; with
that in mind this glory of God would extend
from the highest down to the earth and back
again. Or it may mean glory in the highest
degree. Or, Glory to The Highest (God). On

This was a

HOMILETICAL AND

God many times produces the most startling
effects in unthought-of places and at unex-
pected times. He can afford to be disregardful
>f man’s methods of order, place, and time, and
work in accordance with his own overwhelming
thought of propriety. He can afford to per-
form in the most questionable conditions and
await his time for the vindication of his conduct,

Prophecy concerning an event may induce a
general expectancy, but not necessarily a defi-
nite detail as to character, effect, time, or place,
Man, having in hand the production and the
presentation of such a Being as the Saviour,
with such infinite reaches of character and such
manifest power and mastery, an heir to such a
blazonry of glory, never would have sought out
a few shepherds, tented on the lonely fields, to
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¢ peace, good will toward men, “Peace
am ien in whom he is well pleased.” This

s0ng 1y have been sung in fugue, like many
of the Hebrew chorals,
15. As the angels were gone away. “When

the angels went away.” Let us now go. The
sheep were left to care for themselves. Thing.
Margin: “saying.”

16. Found. Discovered after search. The

Revision inserts “both” before Mary and Jaseph,
The babe lying in a [“the”] manger., More pic-
tures have been made of this scene than of any
other in earth's history. Mangers in the East
are built of stone and mortar, Often the quar-
ters for cattle are found under the same roof
with the family rooms, though separated by a
stone partition,

17. Made known abroad [“concerning”]. If,
as we suppose, these men had charge of the
temple flocks they would in the discharge of
their ordinary duties meet ecclesiastics and
other officials. So that probably the birth of
the Messiah was proclaimed in the temple im-
mediately, The agitation produced in Jerusa-
lem by these stories and by the visit of the wise
men must have been great,

18, 19. The shepherds shout the good news,
but one woman with a richer knowledge than
any, to whom the greatest of all revelations had
been made, is quiet ; her heart is too full. Kept
ali these things [“sayings”]. It has been jn-
geniously suggested that the real meaning of
this phrase is, “memerized these words ;" that

* is, prepared carefully a sufficient statement of

all these transactions, This would support the
very reasonable belief that Mary was Luke's
authority for many of the details of his first two
chapters,

PRACTICAL NOTES.

be the heralds of such majesty. There is an
incongruity, but the Father can suffer such in-
congruity, and can send his angels of light to
the lowliest places of earth and the plainest of
earth’s people, for the purpose of proclaiming
the greatest fact in the world’s history—“God
manifest in the flesh.” .
They were shepherds: their life was simple
and afforded an opportunity for contemplation.
Being Jews they would be familiar with the
teachings of the law and the prophets, and t_hplr ;
acquaintance with these may have been most
extensive. A general expectancy of some great
event pervaded the thought of the day, and A
these shepherds must have shared the more,in
the general expectancy, being possessors of, the
greater light. Undoubtedly, God knew to whom g
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to make his revelation in order to work out
his own purpose in the event, and therefore se-
lected the shepherds. We must note, at least,
the manifest courage in these men, for we see
how soon their fears were allayed when the
angels addressed them. The descent of the
heavenly messenger was sudden, an illumination
encircled them, *“and they were sore afraid.”
But with what reverence they stand and listen,
as they are assured that it is not vengeance that
has been brought by the visitor, but good tidings
of great joy—just what they have been looking
for; and many times have they conversed on the
coming of this Messiah, and now, lo! he appears,
for, says the angel: “A Saviour is born which
is Christ the Lord.”

This messenger gives his full title as the
prophets have spoken of him, so that these men
shall not be left to any guessing as to the per-
sonality of this Being of whom the angel speaks.
Then verse 12 explicitly states what they shall
find in their search for him. The babe, the
swaddling clothes, the lying in a manger are not
the miraculous things in the affair, but the ap-
pearance of the angel and his information con-
stitute the miracle; the others are but the con-
firmatory evidence appealing to the senses of
these early visitors to the birthplace of the
Saviour. It is then that the whole starry sky
bursts into song, and the angelic choir chants
the joy of heaven come down to earth.

What a priceless vision! These lowly of the
earth must have been transported with rapture
as the sweet refrain floated on the night air
about them. It does not take them long to de-
cide what to do, everything is so real to them
and so vital to their longing, anxious hearts.
They come with haste and find Mary and Jo-
seph and the babe as was told them by the
angel. If rapture before, now an excess of rap-
ture, and they immediately went forth publish-
ing the glad tidings to the sons of men. The
angels sang to them: now in turn they sing
praises of thanksgiving to God for his rich gifts
to men,

There is one great chorus common to heaven
and earth, and it is so intense and so full of
power and life that it is the common property
of the universe—God's love to men, Since that
day no event or person has given such inspira-
tion to poet or vocalist, for the world is full of
the poetry and song of the babe of Bethlehem.
Men have found, as did the shepherds, the Sav-
iour, and they have sought to have him born in
their hearts, and their tongues have been un-
loosed to the tune of the angels’ song, “Glory

_ to God in the Highest, and on earth peace, good
will to men.”

[Dec. 21.

The worth of this incident is not in the mar-
velous vision, or the conduct of the watching
shepherds, or the poetic fancy that has framed
into choice phrase the facts here contained, or
the melody arising from trained voices chanting
this beautiful theme, but now and always in the
reverent search of the heart for the indwelling
presence of this ever-present, matchless Christ.
May we find that he is the Saviour of the
world, because we find him saving us,

Thoughts for Young People.
SIGNS OF THE COMING MESSIAIL

1. God's revelation comes when we attend to
routine duties; “Picturesque Christians” are
not in demand. It is to the priest performing
his regular tasks, to shepherds caring for their
flocks, to the business man attending to every-
day duty, to the mother busy with humdrum
household responsibilities, that God's messenger
comes,

2. The chorus of angels. The heavenly hosts
did not cease God's praise when the shepherds
ceased to hear them. They simply went back to
heaven, where their chorus of gladness contin-
ues to this hour.

“But with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long ;

Beneath that angels’ strain have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong:

And man at war with man hears not
The love-song which they bring.

O hush your noise, ye men of strife,
And hear the angels sing.”

3. Lying in a manger. The Christ might
have come on a higher range of society, but he
never could have been the world’s Saviour if he
had not been on a level with the lowest. When
men seek to raise a building they put their ma-
chinery down at the foundation, not at the top
of the spire. When God seeks to elevate a race
he touches the bettom layer.

4. The wonderers and ponderers. The shep-
herds started out astonishing everybody, because
they were astonished themselves. Mary kept all
these things in her heart, and pondered them.
Both did right. Neither class should contemn
the other,

‘Teaching Hints for Int diate Classes.
INTRODUCTION,

That we should give our pupils the very best
teaching concerning Christmas all Christian
teachers are agreed, hut many shrink from
teaching the Christmas lesson because they de-
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clare it is so well known to the pupils that there
is little to be said that is new. This is per-
fectly true, but the class leader need have no
difficulty in presenting the old truths in a most
interesting manner. This can be done if the
teacher have in mind exactly what he wishes
to teach. To help crystallize the whole im-
portant story around a few facts the following
questions are suggested. They should be asked
Ly the teacher, answered by the pupils, and dis-
cussed by all:

WIIAT IS THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS?

To many it means nothing beyond the giving
and the receiving of gifts, with a good dinner
and much confectionery thrown in. But look
at the word. Spell it thus: Christ-mas. Two
thirds of the word is “Christ.” The other part
is the word “mass,” which means a religious
service, Christmas is a religious service in honor
of Christ. How many look upon Christmas as
the last day in the year upon which to have a
rveligious service, In this respect our Roman
Catholic friends keep nearer to the true ideal
than do many Protestants,

WIIY OBSERVE CHRISTMAS?

Let the teacher ask this question, and he will
probably be astounded at the answers that he
will receive, Let him teach that Christmas is
observed because it is the anniversary of the
birth of Christ, At this point have the class
open their Bibles and read the lesson story.
Then let the teacher ask and emphasize the
answers to the following questions: When was
Christ born? Where was he born? Under
what circumstances was Christ born? Why was
Christ born?

HOW OBSERVE CHRISTMAS?

Many will say by giving and receiving pres-
ents. Do mnot find fault with this answer, but
use it to call attention to God's greatest gift to
mankind, (See John 3. 16.) Explain that had
it not been for this gift we would have had no
Christmas. The conclusion is: A part, at least,
of Christmas ought to be spent in thanking God
for his great gift.

Ask each pupil these two questions: What
have you done with God's greatest gift? What
have you given to God in return for his gift?
Have the Golden Text repeated by several, and
try to have the pupils accept, love, and obey
this Saviour, the anniversary of whose birth we
celebrate, and show that giving themselves to
God is the most fitting return which they can
make for his great gift.
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CONCLUSION,

“Christmas all the Year round” is the motto
of many Christians, Try to have the pupils
understand what is the real Christmas spirit,
and show them how much better off the world
would be were it practiced all the time. Be
emphatic in pointing out that each one may do
his part toward having the Christmas spirit
prevail.  Urge all to begin from this time to
0 love Christ and to so live for him that each
will be constantly doing his part to make it

CHRISTMAS ALL THE YEAR ROUND.

By Way of Mlustration.

Verse 8. “There is nothing better than duty-
doing day or night.” Every successful man
who lives in your neighborhood can be used as
an illustration of this truth, It is when the boy
does the boy's work well, is a good sweeper, is
a prompt errand boy, is a courteous receiver of
commands, and a cheerful deliverer of messages
—it is when he does his ordinary duties well
that business men call him to higher positions.
A story used to be told of a French millionaire
who, when a boy, sought a position and was re-
fused. As he went away from the man who
had refused him he saw a pin and picked it up,
and the man was so impressed with his economy
that he at once employed him, and his business-
like qualities carved out a fortune for him.
That story used to be told as an illustration
of the importance of little things and the value
of economy, It is really an illustration of the
truth that our Bible story brings to the front,
that it is people who do their ordinary work to
whom the extraordinary opportunities come,

God honors the lowly and active, An Amer-
ican president, when asked what was his coat of
arms, replied, “A pair of shirt sleeves.” Lord
Tenterden was prond to point out to his son
the shop in which his father had shaved for a
penny. A French doctor once taunted Flechier,
Rishop of Nimes, who had been a tallow chan-
dler in his youth, with the meanness of his ori-
gin, to which he replied, “If you had been born
in the same condition that I was you would still
be a maker of candles,”

Verse 13. “God loves us more than we love
ourselves. God rejoices more than we do in our
acceptance of salvation.” “If we should gather
all the flowers that grow upon the mountain
sides and in the valleys and heap them up before
God he would not be richer than he is now,
but when we bring ourselves to him, and affec-
tion after affection opens and exhales in his
presence he is richer and his joys are greater.”
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~—Beccher. He reveals himself as “a jealous
God.” This divine “jealousy” is an intense
craving for responses to love. We are the chil-
dren of a Father in heaven that cannot endure
that we should transfer to another the love that
belongs to him.

Verse 15. Not long ango there was a re-
searcher of art in Italy who, reading in some
book that there was a portrait of Dante painted
by Giotto, was led to suspect that he had found
where it had been placed. There was an apart-
ment used as an outhouse for storage of wood,
hay, and the like. Ile obtained permission to
enter it, cleared out the rubbish, experimented
upon the white-washed wall, and detected signs
for the wished-for portrait. He tried on till the
stern face of the Tuscan poet stood out in bold
relief. So should we seek Christ,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
“Unto you is born this day . .. a Saviour,
+ « » Christ the Lord.” Do you hear the mes-
sage in the Christmas chimes? They have no
real meaning for you, you do not hear what they
are saying, unless your heart responds:

“O Saviour! My Saviour! not cradled afar
With Mary at Bethlehem under the star;

He is born in my heart, my Saviour and King,
And that is the reason the Christmas bells ring !”

It is interesting to search out the names and
titles given in the Bible to the Lord Jesus.
They count more than a hundred; every one is
suggestive of his office, his person, his work for
us. All fulfill this prophecy that his name shall
be called Wonderful. But the sweetest of all,
the one we say over and over when we are
weary and heavy laden and want rest, that by
which we know him best, is this: “Thou shalt
call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people
from their sins.”” Some one has truly said,
“There is more of power to strengthen, elevate,
and cheer in the word Jesus than in all the
utterances of man since the world began.”

There are many illustrations of the power of
this wonderful name. In the third chapter of
Acts we read of the man at the beautiful gate
of the temple, poor, lame, helpless, looking with
beseeching eyes at Peter and John as they went
in to pray, and Peter said to him, “In the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk,”
and he went away leaping and singing for joy,
through faith in that name, perfectly healed.
When the seventy who had been sent out to
preach returned they said, “Lord, even the
demons are subject unto us through thy name.”

[Dec. 21.

Jesus says, “Verily, verily, I say unto you,
whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name
he will give it you.” So great was the power
of that name when the apostles preached that
the rulers in Jerusalem were afraid it would
overturn their government and commanded that
they should not mention it again, “Neither is
there salvation in any other, for there is none
other name under heaven given among men
whereby we must be saved. Wherefore God
also hath highly exalted him, and given him a
name that is above every name, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow and every
tongue should confess that he is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.,”

“Through him the first fond prayers are said
Our lips of childhood frame;

The last low whispers of our dead
Are burdened with his name.”

You have heard this blessed name so often it
is familiar to you as your mother's; so familiar
that you forget how very wonderful it is. Let
me tell you the story of one who heard it for the
first time., A woman in India visited the mis-
sionary physician, and found the doctor so full
of sympathy that she told her all her sorrows.
Her daughter had married and left Ler, her
sons were dead, and she had no one to help or to
care for her. Locusts had eaten up all the
grain, fever had taken hold of the orphan grand-
children, and she was old, with a cough and
rheumatism and failing eyesight, and she was
altogether the most sorrowful old woman in
the village. “Yes,” said the missionary, “this
is a sad world, but there is a better world be-
yond,” and the poor woman listened eagerly.
Putting her fingers to her forehead, drawn and
wrinkled, she said, “Do you see, it is all writ-
ten here—grinding, cooking, spinning, tired
head, weary feet, live and die like a beast, all
because we women have committed sin in a
former life.” “But,” said the missionary, “Sa-
tan brought sin, and sin brought sorrow, but God
loved us and sent his Son Jesus Christ to save.”

“Ah yes, you know this, for you read all day;
but what can we women understand?’ “Yes,
you can understand this; there is no one too
ignorant for the Lord Jesus to save.” “Well,
give me my medicine and let me go home,” She
gets it, starts, comes back, and says, “Tell me
his name again.” Next day she returns and
tells her troubles over, and says, “Tell me his
name again.” And as she goes away she re-
peats, “Tell me his name again before I leave.”

Think of the music of that name in the dull
silence of that poor soul! Think of its light in
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ber darkness. Think of millions like her who
have never heard it, and at this Christmas time
.vesolve that you will know for yourself more
fully than ever the power of the name of Jesus,
and will help to make it known the wide world
over,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

L. Geography. Bring out the characteristics
of “the same country ;" the relation of Jerusa-
lem to RBethlehem: “the watchtower of the
flock.” II. Persons. Many human beings were
used by God as tools to bring about appropriate
~ircumstances for the birth of the Lord.  Get
the class to suggest persons—for example,
Cresar Augustus, who levied the tax that
brought Joseph to Bethlehem. Of what sort
were “all they that heard it”? III. C'ustoms,
Shepherds watching their flocks by night. The
oriental caravansary. The universal custom
of “swaddling clothes” for infants. Probably
the English translators never dreamed that the
time would come when that phrase would need
explanation. IV, Angelic appearances.  Res
call a few from both Testaments, and get the
class to mention characteristics, Many of our
conventional ideas concerning angels are un-
biblical. V. Meaning of angelic chorus. A
convenient line of thought: 1. The Midnight
watch (God specially honors plain devout peo-
ple) ; 2. The Midnight Song (some ignored and
forgotten reasons for our rejoicing in the Ad-
vent) ; 3. The Midnight Visit (“Seek, and ye
shall find”); 4. The Joyful Report (contrast
the shepherds’ conduct with Mary'’s, and bring
out the advantages and disadvantages of such
course; but we may do better than either: Wae
can wo_luicr, and ponder, and ACT, as they could
not).

Library References.

CHRISTMAS.—The Christmas numbers of all
religious papers always have something to say
in regard to the history and customs of the day.
Kingsley, National Sermons, page 140. Biblio-
theca Sacra, vol. xii, page 144, Tiffany, Pulpit
and Platform, page 86. Preacher's Magazine,
1808, psge 531. Banks, Christ Brotherhood,
page 127,

SHLeHERD LIFE 18 JUDEA.—Willett, Life and
Times of Herod the Great, page 111. Geikie,
Hours with the Bible, vol. vi, page 169. Geikie,
New Testament Hours, vol, i, pages 320, 321,
Stapfer, Palestine in the Time of Christ, page
226. Tristram, Fastern Customs in Bible
Lands, pages 109-120. Van Lennep, Bible
Lands, pages 184-187.
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SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 8 —Fish, Pulpit Eloquence of the Nine-
teenth Century, page 54. The Homiletic Re-
view, vol. xiv, page 545 vol. xxviii, page 542;
vol. x i, page 550,

Verse O.—1The T'reasury, vol. v, page 416,

Verse 10.—Barrov,, Works, vol. ii, page 115.
The Metropolitan Pulpit, vol. ii, page 142, Rd-
mondson, Short Sermons, page 231. The Treas-
ury, vol. vii, page 479. The Homiletic Monthly,
vol. viii, page 142! The Homiletic Review, vol,
XXX, page 524 ; vol. xxxiv, page 43.  Beecher, H.
W., Sermons, Fifth ies, page 267,

Verse 11.—Beecher, I, W., Sermons, Bighth
Series, page 467,

Verse 12—The Homiletic Review, vol, xxxi,
page 237, Liddon, University Nermons, vol, i
page 174,

Verse 13.—McClintock, Living Words, page
30, Davies, Nermons, vol, iii, page 418,

Verse 14.—Free Church Pulpit, vol, ii, page
313, Banks, Christ Brotherhood, page 127.
Hare, A. W., Sermons, page 91. Howe, J,,
Works, vol. iv, page 1. Chalmers, Nermons,
vol. i, page 234, 7The English Pulpit, page 136,
Preacher’'s Magazine, 1896, page D41,

Verse 15,—The Homiletic Monthly, vol. vi,
page 335. Preacher's Magazine, 1893, page
549, Burder, Village Nermons, page 201, Fish,
French and German Discourses, page 83,

Verse 19.—Newman, J. I, Fifteen Sermons,
page 312; also Sermons, vol. viii, page 311,

y

To EVERY HEART

Whatever else the blessed Christmastide
brings to those who know its meaning, there is
above all the sense of joy and gladness, awak-
ened by the thought of those good tidings of
great joy which the angelic messengers pro-
claimed. The song of long ago thrills our
hearts with its sweet refrain, and the vibrant




'

878 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNELR.

chords respond in harmony with the glorious
ideal which it is a Christian’s privilege to labor
for and love,

Coloring.—1eart, white and pink; hand,
cream; drapery. purple; wording, whité and
orange, purple shaded.

FOURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW,

December 28,

Golden Text,

Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in
all generations. Psa, 90. 1.

Home Readings.
M. Joshua Encouraged. Josh, 1. 1-11,
Zu. Crossing the Jordan. Josh.8.9to4. 7,
W. The Full of Jericho, Josh, 6. 8-20,
Th. Joshua and Caleb, Josh, 14, 5-15,
F. Joshua’s Parting Advice. Josh, 24, 14-25,
8. Gideon and the Three Ilundred. Judg. 7. 1-8,
16-21.

8. The Boy Samuel. 1 8am. 3, 1-14,

Lesson Hymns,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 344,
~  Come, let us anew our journey pursue,

Roll round with the year,
And never stand still till the Master appear.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 343.
Sing to the great Jehovah’s praise !
All praise to him belongs ;
Who kindly lengthens out our days,
Demands our choicest songs,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 342,
Conducted by thy hand
Safe through another year,
Again, behold, we stand,
O Lord, to worship here,

Review Scheme for Senior and Intermediate
Scholars.

Lessons I-VI.—HArLr Hours witir Josuuva.

LessoN I.—Joshua Encouraged.

Whom did Joshua succeed as leader? What
wonderful promise was given to him? What
power had he with the people? What is
beautiful in his character? What does his
name mean?

LEessoN II. C'rossing the Jordan.
Near what city did they cross? What was
the condition of the river at this time?
Who first entered the river? What rested
in the river during the crossing of the peo-

| Dee, 28,

ple? What did they take out of the river
as a memorial?
Lesson I11. The Fall of Jericho.

IHow many spies were sent to examine Jeri-
cho? Who saved their lives? What was
the plan to capture Jericho? Iow many
times in all did they march around the
city? What was to bLe done with the
goods?

LEessoN IV. Joshua and Caleb,

When did these two men stand in a heroic
way? What was promised Caleb then?
Does he now claim this promise? Could he
peacefully take possession? What is beau-
tiful in his character?

Lessox V., Cities of Refuge.

How many of these cities were there? Who
could find refuge in them? ITow long must
he remain there? If guilty, would the city
be a refuge? Who is our refuge even when
guilty? Has our high priest died so that
we are now free?

LessoN VI. Joshua's Parting Advice.

To what age did Joshua live? Where did he
spend all these years? Where does he now
call Israel? What is his last counsel?
How is it received?

Joshua gives advice and delivers an exhorta-
tion to the people from whom he soon must
part. It is an exhortation to fidelity, not to
each other, but to the Most High God. Fidel
ity to God will carry with it fidelity to one's
fellows, for it is the key to everything else,

LessoNs VII-XIL—ITaLr Hours witn OTHER
HERroEs,

Lessox VII. The Time of the Judges,

Into what sin did Israel frequently fallt
What were some of the most horrible of
the idols of Palestine? Who led the peo-
ple in their successive struggles? What
office did these men hold? Whom did they
directly speak for and represent?

LessoN VIII. World’s Temperance Lessons,

What evil has conquered many great heroes?
What two nations fell as here recorded?
Who is calling them to repent? What is
the terrible effect of strong drink upon the
mind? What upon the character?

LessoN IX. Gideon and the Three Hundred.

Who had enslaved Israel in Gideon's time?
What was Gideon doing when God called
him? What other name had been given
him and wh_v? How did God try Gideon's
army? What would these tests show?

LessoN X. Ruth and Naomi.
Can you name all Naomi's family? Of what
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nations were Ruth and Naomi respectively ?
Why did they return to Bethlehem? What
was Ruth's great decision? How was she
blessed for it?

LessonN XI1. The Boy Samuel.

Who were the parents of Samuel? Why was
he called Samuel? Who called him when
a boy? Was this the call to be saved or
had he been saved before? What did God
now constitute him?

ESSON XIIL. Samucl the Judge,

What idols were the Israelites worshiping ?
Who labored long to bring them back to
God? What oceurred while they were
praying at Mizpeh? IHow did God deliver
the people? Where was the ark of God
now?

The Lord had said to the Israelites, “Ye shall
make no covenant with the inhabitants of this
land™ (verse 2). The people of the land were
idolaters and all that the term implied. God
wanted the children of Israel to keep apart and
distinet from them, that they might not sharve
in their idolatrous ways. As in another place
he said, “Come out from among them, and be ye
separate, and touch not the unclean thing."
There can be no righteous compromise with that
which is sinful. Hence we should keep our-
selves aloof from all ungodliness.

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes,
NOTE.

The following review HINTS have heen pre-
pared for those who have handled the various
lessons of the quarter in accordance with the
HiNTS given in connection with each Lesson.
The directions are for those who conduct the
review in the class. With modifications, how-
ever, they may be followed in reviewing a school
from the platform. For example, instead of
having the arch outlined on a slate or pad, it
may be reproduced on the blackboard, or on a
large sheet of manilla paper. Instead of having
the truth emphasized in connection with each
lesson read from a pupil's Book of Heroes. It
may be printed on brown paper, and exhibited
to, and read by, the whole school at the proper
time. In a review, especially when conducted
from the platform, some pupils will grow rest-
less, and it will be difficult to keep their atten-
tion. A change of position is always a rest,
and therefore the exercises should be interrupted
two or three times in order to allow the mem-
bers of the school to rise and sing stanzas of
well-known uplifting hymns,
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PART ONE.
Rapidly call for the titles and the Golden
Texts of the various Lessons, Very little or no
time should be spent in comments,

PART TWO,
Have outlined on a slate, tablet, or pad an

arch like the following without any lettering
on it:

P -

——

N\ OLD TESTAMENT 4
| HEROES =3

JOSHUA RUTH
CALEB ] F NAOM)
GIDEON SAMUEL
JUDGES 1 SAMUEL
JOSHUA 4 / RUTH

Ask a pupil to give you the word that recalls
Lesson I, print it on the right of your arch, and
quickly recall the lesson facts, Ask the name
of the book of the Bible in which the lesson is
found. Tut it on the base of the arch, Ask
the name of the hero whom the lesson brings
to mind, and print that name in its appropriate
place on the arch., Ask some one to read from
his Book of Heroes the truth emphasized in con-
nection with the lesson. Proceed in this way
through all the lessons of the quarter,

PART THREE.

Have the Book of Heroes closed and put
away, and pointing to the names of the various
heroes ascertain what the pupils remember
about them, so far as possible getting them to
give the truths learned in the words in which
they printed the EMPHASIZED TRUTH for each
lesson,

The words that will recall the various lessons
are: Encouragement, Jordan, Jericho, Inherit-
ance, Refuge, Choice, Judges, Temperance,
God's Arithmetic, Affectioned, Call, Enemies.

e —————————

e
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Heast Talks on the Lesson.

On the dreary desert march the Holy Spirit
inspired Moses to cry, “Lord, thou hast been
our dwelling place in all generations.” From
the fretting crowd, from the unsettled wilder-
ness life, how blessed to turn and look beyond
the steadfast stars into the unchanging heavens,
into the face of God! 8o the Spirit, the
blessed Comforter, calls us, in the midst of
change and weariness, to the same sure place
of rest. Happy are we if we have found our
home in God. A dwelling place—somewhere to
stay and not feel that our belsngings must be
disturbed and every dear association pulled up
by the roots—what a comfort for homeless peo-
ple that such a thing exists! S8t. "aul counted
having “no certain dwelling place” among his
trials; and a trial it is indeed unless we have
learned St. Paul's secret of being content wher-
ever we are,

We may find what we call a home outside of
God, but never one that will be permanent.
Some happening breaks it up sooner or later.
I can shut my eyes and see every corner of my
childhood’s sweet home—where the chairs stood,
and the old tall clock with its solemn tick, and
where father and mother sat when we gathered
round the evening lamp to read and talk and
sew. I can see every bush in the garden and
the silver band of the river encircling the fields.
It was home indeed, for love was there; but it
is only a memory now. There have been other
homes full of comfort, of cheer, and of love, but
they are gone; and if any one of them were
still mine it would not be the same because all
who made it sweet and dear have gone some-
where else to live. 8o it is that every heart that
beats is soomer or later homeless unless the
Lord is its dwelling place. If he is we can
sing with Madame Guyon :

“I can be calm and free from care
On any shore, since God is there.”

Dear member of my class, I want you to
know the blessedness of living at home in God.
This is the last Sunday of the year; what
changes may come in the next twelve months no
one can tell. But at home, in God, overturn-
ings affect only outside things. The real home
life of fellowship, food, and rest goes on, what-
ever comes. I want you to fnd this home while

you are young, so that you may have a long life
in him. There are people who have lived so long
in one place that they seem a part of the house
itself, and the house a part of them; you never
There are per-

think of one without the other.

b o 2 s b 2alf
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sons who have dwelt in God so many years that
we could not think of them without thinking of
him in whom they dwell,

How shall you begin this home-making 7
Many Bible sayings tell us; but I think this one
will make it easy and plain: “He that keepeth
his commandments dwelleth in him.” All his
commandments are included in these: to believe,
to obey, to love, to abide. Believing, you will
start on the way home; obeying, you will find
the open door and the Father's welcome ; loving,
vou will share the shelter, peace, and plenty of
the Father’s house ; abiding, you will go no more
out forever, and whatever you ask it shall he
done for you. So safe, so content, so rich, is
the soul that dwells in God.

“Then stay at home, my heart ;
Home-keeping hearts are happiest.”

WE ARE <2
JOURNEYING .o

ﬁr}x FL.EEWE %@EEDL ﬁ

The long pilgrimage with its changing scenes
of joy and sadness, victory and defeat, finds its
analogy in every human life, We do not know
the experiences that await us on the morrow,
nor how many or few will be our days. We
know only that “we are journeying,” and that
there is a blessed goal beyond, to which we are
guided by One whose word has been true and
faithful, and who has promised us “an inher-
itance incorruptible and undefiled.” There are
brief and pregnant truths in each lesson which
serve as precept or example to illustrate the
relationship we should sustain toward God and
our fellows.

Coloring.—Landscape, cream, touched with
light brown and green; sky, blue and yellow;
scroll, light blue; text, red; upper words, white
and red.

Supe
R
saying,

Scho
fore ar
g‘eople.

lvery |
upon, t
" Teacl
with th

All, ]

Text.)

Super
come uj
that bai
water,

Nehol
above st
those th
and  wel
right ag

Teach
the cov
ground |
ites pass
ple were

shall not

Superi
seventh ¢
ing of th
same mat

Schola
time, wh
Joshua ss
hath give

Teache
shout, an
people we
before hin

11l. By
(Golden

. Ruperini
Years old
desh-harne
him word
Moses swa
Whereon )
heritance,

Sehol,
tain, o

Teachers
unto Caleb




. 28,

 that
ng of

king 7
s one
epeth
1 his
lieve,
will
| find
ving,
ty of
more
11 be
h, is

enes
3 its
now
'OW,
We
that
are
and
her-
are
hich
the
and

vith
W
hite

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, : 881

RESPONSIVE REVIEW SERVICE FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER,

Lesson 1,
JOSHUA ENCOURAGED,

Hu{;rrlntmdcur. Now after the death of Moses
« « . the Lord spake unto Joshua, Moses' minister,
saying,

Scholars, Moses my servant Is dead ; now there-
fore arise, 80 over this Jordan thou, and all this
geople, jinto_the land which i do give to them
Jvery %lm‘e that the sole of your foot shall tread
upon, that have I given unto you,

' Teachers, As 1 was with Moses, so I will be
with thee,

All, Be strong and of a good courage, (Golden
Text.)

LessoN 11,
CROSSING THE Jompax,

Superintendent, As they that bare the ark were
come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests
that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the
water,

Scholars, The waters which came down from
above stood and rose up upon an heap; .. , and
those that came down toward the salt sea failed,
and were cut off ; and the people passed over
right against Jericho,

Teachers. And the priests that bave the ark of
the covenant of the Lord stood firm on dr
ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the Israel-
ites passed over on dry ground, until all the peo-
ple were passed clean over Jordan,

All. When thou passest through the waters, T
will be with thee: and through the rivers, they
shall not overflow 'thee, (Golden Text,)

e ———

Lessox 111,
THE FALL oF Jericno,

Superintendent. And it came to pass on the
seventh day, that they rose early about the dawn-
ing of the day, and compassed the city after the
Same manner seven times,

Scholars. And it came to pass at the seventh
time, when the priests blew with the trumpets,
Joshua sald unto the people, Shout ; for the rd
hath given you the city.

Teachers. And the people shouted with a great
shout, and’ the wall fell down flat, so that the
people went up into the city, every man straight
before him, and they took the city,

11l. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down.
(Golden 'Text.)

Lessox 1V,
JOSHUA AND CaLps,

Kuperintendent, Caleb sald unto Joshua, Forty

Id was I when Moses sent me from Ka-
desh-barnea to €spy out the land: and I brought
him word again as it was in mine heart. nd
Moses sware on that day m:ivlng, Surely the land
;bf;:‘mn thy feet have frodden shall be thine in-
eritance,

'.,A':-holara. Now therefore give me this moun-
n,

Teachers. And Joshua blessed him, and gave
unto Caleb Hebron for an inheritance,

.-l‘ll. He wholly followed the Lora,

Text ) (Golden

—

Lessox V.,
CITiEs oF Reruce,

Nuperintendent, Speak to the children of Israel,
un.\'lnf. Appoint out for you cities of refuge : That
the slayer that killeth any pesson unawares and
unwittingly may flee thither,

Ncholars, And when he that doth flee unto one
of those cities shall stand at the entering of the
gate of the city, and shall declare his cause in
the ears of the efdern of that city, they shall take
him inio the city unto them. and give him a place,
that he may dwell among them,

Teachers, And it the avenger of blood pursue
after him, then they shall not deliver the slayer
u'p Into his hand, And he shall dwell in tﬂlt
city until the death of the high priest: , , . then
H}l[!;ll the slayer return, and come unto his own
! V.

All. God s our refyge and strength, a very pres-
ent help in trouble, %l;olden 'l‘exil FH

—

Lessox VI,
JOSHUA'S ParTING Apvice,

Superintendent, Now therefore fear the Lord,
and serve him in sincerity and in truth : and put
away the gods which your fathers served on the
other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve
ye the Lord,

Ncholars. And the people answered and sald,
God forbid that we should forsake the Lord, to
serve other gods,

Teachers, For the Lord our God, he it is that
brought us up and our fathers out of the land
of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and which
did those great signs in our sight, and preserved
us In all the way wherein Wwe went, and among
all the people through whom we passed,

All. Choose you thig day whom ye wil) serve,
(Golden Text.)

————

Lessox VII,
THE TIME oF tHE Jupaps,

Nurm'lurrmh-nl. And the children of Israel did
evil In the sight’ of the Lord.

Scholars. And the anger of the Lord was hot
against TIsrael, and he delivered them into the
hands of spoilers that spolled them, so that they
could not any longer stand before their enemles.

Teachers, Nevertheless the Lord raised up
Judges, which delivered them out of the hand of
those that spoiled them.

All. They cry unto the Lord In their trouble,

and he saveth them out of thelr distresses. (Gold-
en Text.)

Lessox VIII,
WORLD’S TEMPERANCE LEssoy.

Superintendent, Woe to the drunkards of Ephra-
im, whose glorious beauty is a fading flower.

Scholars. The drunkards of Ephraim shall be
trodden under feet.
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Teachers. The priest and the prophet are gone
astray through strong drink; they err in vision,
they stumble in judgment.

: All. They also have erred through wine. (Golden
Text.)

LessoN IX,
GIDEON AND THE THREE HUNDRED,

Superintendent. And the Lord sald unto Gideon,
The people that are with thee are too manr. Pro-
claim, . . . saying, Whosoever is fearful, let him
return. . . . And there returned twenty and two
thousand ; and there remained ten thousand.

Scholars. And the Lord said unto Gideon, The
people are yet too many; bring them down unto
the water, and I will ‘try them for thee there.
And the number of them that lapped, puttin,
their hand to their mouth, were three hundre
men.

Teachers. And the Lord saild unto Gideon, By
the three hundred men that lapped will I save
you,

All. 1t Is better to trust in the Lord than to
put confidence In man. (Golden Text.)

Lesson X,
RuTH AND NaoMI

Superintendent. And Ruth said, Entreat me not
to leave thee, or to return from following after
thee: for whither thou st, I will go; and
where thou lodgest, I will lodge : thy people shall
be my people, and thy God my God,

Scholars. Where thou diest, will I dle, and
there will 1 be buried : the Lord do so to me, and
more also, If aught but death part thee and me.

Teachers. So they two went until they came to
Bethlehem.

All. Be kindly affectioned one to another. (Gold-
en Text.)

LessoN XL
THe Boy SAMUEL.

Superintendent. And the Lord called Samuel
nqaln the third time. And he arose and went to
Eli, and said, Here am 1: for thou didst call me.
Anl‘l’d Eli percelved that the Lord had called the

Scholars. Therefore Ell sald unto Samuel, Go,
lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that
thou shalt say, Speak, Lord:; for thy servant
heareth. So Samuel went and lay down In his

Teachers. And the Lord came, and stood, and
cailed as at other times, Samuel, Samuel.

All. Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth,
(Golden Text.)

Lessox XIL
CHRISTMAS LESSON,

Superintendent, And there were in the same
country shepherds abiding In the field, keeping
watch ‘over their flock by night.

Scholars, And, lo, the angel of the Lord came

n them, and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them: and they were sore afrald.

Teachers. And the angel sald unto them, Fear
not : for, behold, 1 bring You good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people.

All. For unto P'ou is born this day In the cit

of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

(Golden Text.)

Superintendent, What Is the teaching of Les-
son 1?7

Class No. I. Joshua's source of courage Is ours
—God's presence and promise of help.

Superintendent, Lesson 1L

Class No. II. God still does wonderful thlnfn
for his people—marvelous conversions, triumphs

over temptation and death, which encourage them
to go on in the conquest of evil.

Superintendent, Lesson III.

Olass No. III, This 18 a story of human effort
linked with divine power. The simple announce-
ment of the truth by weak and sinful men Is the
means through which the divine power destroys
idolatry and establishes the kingdom of heaven.

Superintendent. Lesson 1V,

Class No. IV, Faithfulness in early life brings
reward In later years. Our promised land Is won
as Caleb’'s was, by fighting on our part and by
divine help on God's part.

Superintendent, Lesson V.

Class No. V. Christ Is our city of refuge. It is
not the church, it is not the altar; it is Christ
himself who is the one and only sacrifice for sin,
and therefore the one and only hiding place to
which the sinner can repair.

Superintendent. Lesson VI,

Class No. VI. Joshua's Decision Day service is
an example to us. Ile urged the J)eople to serve
the Lord because of what he had done and would
do for them.

Superintendent. Lesson VIL

Class No. VII. The only true and easy way to
live a Christian life is to drive out every sin from
the soul and let only the holy and heavenly re-
main. “He that overcometh shall inherit all
things.”

Superintendent, Lesson VIIL

Class No. VIII. Strong drink destroys the power
of usefulness. It weakens the intellect., It pre-
vents the judgment. It brings in every wretched-
ness. It shuts out every blessing. It closes
heaven's gate against us.

Superintendent. Lesson IX.
Class No, IX. The value and power of God's

workers are to be found not so much in numbers
as in quality.

Superintendent, Lesson X.

Class No. X. Ruth's cholce teaches us that true
love Is supremely desirous of the beloved presence
It Is true about human love. It is true about
heavenly love.

RBuperintendent, Lesson XI,

Class No. XI. God Is calling every child as he
called Samuel. He ecalls by his word, by con-
selence, by his attractive character, by various
rlnvlélencea, by the invitations and Infiuences of
riends.

Superintendent, Lesson XIIL

(lass No, XII. The incarnation of Jesus Christ
has made childhood and motherhood and the
home forever sacred.
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Primary Teachers’ Department,

In Bethlehem,
LitTLE town, O little town,
With a star's light falling down
Like a veil of rosy light
Through the soft, blue Syrian night,
What" within thy walls can be
That the star has come to thee?

It has led the Eastern kings

Through their long night-wanderings,
Until now its glory falls

Softly o'er thy still, white walls ;
What hast thou to show to them,
Silent little Bethlehem ?

Thou hast opened now thy gate
Where the kingly wise men wait,
And along a lowly street,

See, the star still guides their feet,
As the kings of Orient bring
Gifts and worship to their King.

Who in little Bethlehem
Wears the world's first diadem ?
Look again; His baby brow
No sign-royal beareth now,
But—a mother's arms his throne,
Earth and heaven are his own !
MARY A, LATHBURY.
Primary Notes,

Tuere is always danger lest in making prep-
arations for the Christmas festival we become so
hurried and worried by details that we fail to
catch and hold the sweet Christmas spirit of
love and peace ourselves, and therofore fail to
impart it to our classes.

IN the Christmas exercises held in the church
it is wise and well to let the children sing the
beautiful Christmas carols in groups, but is it
ever wise or well to bring the little ones before
the audience as individuals? harming indeed
it is to see the lovely child with unstudied grace
mount the platform, and listen to the childish
effort to “speak just right,” but O how sad to
one who realizes the ease with which the sweet
self-unconsciousness of a child may be marred!

A SINGLE incident from real life may illus-
trate the thought. The Christmas exercises
were unusually fine, The large audience was

delighted, and all went well until a tiny boy
came happily forward, led by his teacher, to
recite a piece of childish verse, The baby was
scarcely four years of age, and of singular beau-
ty and charm. How much this had to do with
the teacher's selection and the mother's consent
who shall say? As his teacher left him to
face the audience he gasped and half turned to
follow her, She stepped quickly to his side and
whispered, “Go on,” and the little man, dazed,
terrified, undone, but obedient and loyal, stood
his ground, and sobbed out every word of his
pretty piece! Then running into the teacher's
arms, he wept uncontrollably.

This is an unusual incident, you say? Yes,
possibly, but how can the shy, sensitive spirit of
a little child fail to suffer a wrench under such
circumstances ?

IT is to be feared that in many of our schools
the lesson teaching is largely displaced by the
holiday preparation. The superintendent re-
grets it, but what can he do? The teachers
are sorry, but what can they do? The school
must be drilled, and it is difficult to get the chil-
dren to attend a week-day drill. The primary
teacher, however, can have more liberty than
teachers in the main school in matters of detail.
It is to be hoped that they will avail themselves
of their privilege and in some way secure the
little ones for the week-day rehearsals, thus
keeping the sacred Sabbath hour open for the
faithful teaching of the regular lessons. The
drill and the rehearsal are all well so long as
they do not crowd out the word of God nor dis-
tract the minds of the children from the dear
old story of love and grace—never so winning
or so easy to be impressed as at the delightful
Christmas time,

It is only too apparent to all students of
child life that there is a sad lack of reverence
among the children of our day. The primary
teacher has a rare opportunity to counteract
this tendency, since she has the little ones dur-
ing the most impressible period of their lives,
God’s holy day, God's holy book, God's holy
name, we should constantly and prayerfully
teach the children to revere. “This is God's day,”
“This is God's book,” “This is God's name which
we speak in prayer and song,” we should never
cease to repeat with the real spirit of reverence
in our own hearts. Only so can it flow out to

S i e APk
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little hearts. Let them see you reverently cheer-
ful on the Lord’s Day; let them see you handle
the holy book with reverent air; let them hear
you speak the holy name in reverent tones.

“Father, order all my footsteps,
So direct my daily way,

That in following me the children
May not go astray.”

Giving.

Is it the duty of teachers to impress upon
littie children the importance of forming habits
of giving? Some say that the child has nothing
to give, and that it should not be taught to ask
others for money to help on even good causes,
and that its own little store of pennies should
not be invaded by older people interested in
building up good work.

The child is naturally generous as a rule.
Possibly its willingness to give away its own
comes largely from the fact that it knows noth-
ing of values, but certain it is that in childhood,
if ever, must the sentiment be formed in favor
of giving to relieve the needs of others. The
child’s few pennies represent as much to it as
do dollars to the adult, and more even, and so
real self-sacrifice can be taught the child by
showing it that the giving of the pennies is ac-
ceptable to God and helpful to our fellow-crea-
tures.

Christmas is the giving time, and it is this
special feature of the season that more than
any other attracts the child, It comes to
be associated in the little mind with receiving
something much to be desired, and unless care
is taken this will overshadow the thought of giv-
ing. The kindergarten does not approve of the
child receiving at all from the kindergarten or
the Sunday school at the Christmas season, rea-
soning that this side is sufficiently emphasized in
the home, and that the season should be used by
teachers to awaken in little minds and hearts
love and sympathy and helpfulness toward
others less fortunate than themselves. Hence
the kindergarten Christmas festival consists en-
tirely in the telling of the dear old story, the
singing of the Christmas carols, and the bring-
ing of the children’s gifts to others. The little
ones themselves receive nothing at this festival,
and it is hard to find a happier company of
children than one finds at such a time and in
such a place.

In a certain primary class the birthday pen-
nies throughout the year were sacredly kept un-

til the Christmas time. Then the pretty bank
was opened, the money counted in the presence
of the class, and the children told of some cases
of need, and allowed to choose to which of these
a gift should be sent. At one time a beautiful
doll was purchased, and a committee of children
(selected by themselves) went with the teacher
to present it to a poor little shut-in who had
never walked and who had never had a doll.
Could those little givers ever forget the utter
surprise and joy that shone in the sick child’s
face when she learned that the doll was all her
own, bought with pennies given by the children,
and given to her because Christmas is the happy
giving time? And could the sick child fail to
see in this something of the beautiful spirit of
love and good will which Christ came to teach?

At another time coal was purchased for a
poor old couple, and yet again warm clothing
was provided for a sickly little one whose par-
ents were too poor to properly care for it. The
effort was made again and again to identify the
little givers with the gifts by referring to them,
and the poor people who received their gifts
were tenderly remembered in prayer in the class.

This same class delighted in an occasional
“giving-away party,” when they brought toys,
books, clothing, etc., to send to an orphanage or
to be carefully given out among children in poor
homes. There can be no doubt that tender im-
pulses grew and strengthened under such train-
mg.

Children love to give, They need to be led
and guided in it, and especially should they be
trained to give systematically. A dear little
baby girl of five years, who had heard about
giving the one tenth to the Lord, resolved all by
herself that she would do this. She had an
“allowance” of five cents a week, and she al-
ways asked that two cents of this should be
given to help somebody. “That is my tenth,”
said the dear little child.

Especial cave should be taken never, under
any circumstances, to portray need and suffer-
ing before children without offering them an
opportunity to help in some way. By so doing
the sensibilities aroused, finding no form for ex-
pression, are chilled, and after several experi-
ences of this kind the child falls back upon the
feeling that nothing can be done about it. The
wise primary teacher will seek to train little
children in the habit of giving while the heart is
tender and the hand open, and where this is done
faithfully and thoroughly there is little ques-
tion that in mature years both hand and heart
will be opened wide to the needs of our suffering
humanity.
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Five-Minute Additional Lessons.

[1t is suggested that these lessons be given following
the opening exercises, and be set apart from the lesson
teacling by song or other exercises. |

Lesson 1.

“Thou shalt have no gods but me;

Before no idol bow the knee;

Take not the name of God in vain;

Dare not the Sabbath day profane;

Give both thy parvents honor due;

Hate not, that thou no murder do;

Abstain from words and deeds unclean.”

“‘Steal not, for thou of God art seen,”

Do you sometimes want very much a thing
that does not belong to you? That want,
if it should stay, would grow up into some-
thing that we call theft, or stealing. The
heart takes the thing wished for first, then
the wish creeps out of the heart into the hand,
and before the head has time to think and to
say, “No! that is wrong; it is not yours;” the
hand has taken it. Sometimes the wish gets
into both head and heart and hand, and it is
not easy to be sorry for the sin,

But there is the same old cure for everything,
and that is love. Try first, when you are tempt-
ed, to love the heavenly Father, who has said
we must not steal. Then try to love the one
who owns the thing you wish for, and think
how hard it would be for you to lose it, if it
were yours, and try to do as you would be done
by. Then think lovingly of father and mother,
who would be grieved to know that you could
take a thing that was not your own, and by
that time the seed will have been brushed quite
out of your heart by Love, who is God, and who
sees all you think and all you do.

Lesson I1.

“Thou shalt have no gods but me;
Before no idol bow the knee;

Take not the name of God in vain;
Dare not the Sabbath day profane;
Give both thy parents honor due;

Hate not, that thou no murder do;
Abstain from words and deeds unclean;
Steal not, for thou of God art seen.”

“Make not a sinful lie, nor love it.”

When God first thought about you it was just
as if he had said: “Little child, come forth into
the world, that you may learn how to live in the
school of life, and then be brought home to your
Father's house to live forever. You will be a
blessing to your loving parents and to the world
if you will begin by living righteously, or truly.
If you would be my child be true. ‘I am the
Way, the TrRuTH, and the Life. There is noth-
ing so precious as Truth, except Love, and yon
<cannot have Love if you have not the Truth in

which to hold it. T give it to every little child,
Hold fast to it while you live!”

The good God does not speak to you in just
these words, but he tells you the same thing in
many forms of words all through his word.
Now you are a little simple, trustful child, for
You are in the kingdom of heaven, and the an-
gels are guiding you in good and true ways all
the time, for it is written, “He shall give his
angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy
ways,” When you are sometimes tempted to
say a thing that you know is not true you will
hear something in your heart saying, “No; do
not say that! Tell the truth!” That is the
Holy Spirit of the Lord speaking through your
good angel to your heart, Listen for that voice,
as little Samuel listened for the voice of the
Lord in the temple, and obey the voice.

Lesson III,

“Thou shalt have no gods but me;
Before no idol bow the knee;

Take not the name of God in vain;
Dare not the Sabbath day profane;
Give both thy parents honor due;

Hate not, that thou no murder do;
Abstain from words and deeds unclean ;
Steal not, for thou of God art seen ;
Make not a sinful lie, nor love it.”

“What is thy neighbor's dare not covet.”

Two weeks ago we talked about the com-
mandment, “Thou shalt not steal.” We said
that the want for a thing was the little seed
in the heart that grows up to be theft, or
stealing. That “the heart takes the thing wished
for first,” then the wish creeps from the heart
into the hand, and before the head has time to
think and say “No!” the hand has taken it.

Now that wish—that seed in the heart—is
covetousness. It is really stealing with the
heart, Our heavenly Father knew that the
world he had made was full of beautiful and
precious things made for his children, and yet
he knew that it would not be best for us to have
everything we want as fast as we could wish for
it. We should soon become very selfish, and we
should not prize the gifts of God as we ought.
He gives us just what we need, and he reads
our hearts, and knows if the things we long for
most would make us selfish, or lazy, or proud,
or forgetful of him, and he gives us only what
is best. If our neighbor’s children have more
money, and toys, and pretty clothes, and pets,
and journeys than we have, we will be glad for
them, and wait for the gifts that our heavenly
Lather will give us. We will not steal with
the heart, for then we should break the tenth
commandment, “Thou shalt not covet.”
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Tnternational Bible Lessons.
FOURTH QUARTER.

LESSON X. (December 7.)

RUTH AND NAOML Ruth 1. 16-22,

GOLDEN TEXT: “Be kindly affectioned one to
another.” Rom. 12. 10,

Primary Notes,

BY JULIA H. JOIINSTON,

Introductory. Begin
-Pe bindly-

with talk about friends,
How do we make friends,
how keep them? How
should we treat them?
Should we care most
about having them please
' us or about making them
happy? When does a
friend need the greatest love and help, when all
goes well or when in trouble? How can friends
prove best their faithful love in time of others’
trouble? By holding fast, and helping them
then? How long should true love for a friend
last? Have you good friends? Are you good
friends? How do you show it?

Tell story of a man who was very rich and
had many friends, who lost his money, and was
not only poor but sick. Then he had a chance
to tell who were his true friends. Many who
called themselves such left him now and cared
for him no more, but those who truly loved him
came to him, loved him, did all they could for
him in his need.

Illustrate true and false friendship by a very
slender cord and a heavier one. Let two schol-
ars hold the ends of each while you try the

. Strength with various weights. A little weight

will break the slender one, but the strong one
will bear much, just as true love will bear the
weight of poverty, sickness, and trouble, and not
give way, but will hold up the friend. To-day
we learn about a love that could bear so much
that it would not let go of the loved one at all.
Thought journey. This can be made delight-
ful and impressive. Go back to Bethlehem,
David’s town and Jesus's birthplace. Picture
family of Naomi and Blimelech, Tell of the
sad famine, the going away from home, the long
journey to the land of Moab. Take the children
with you in imagination, They ought to go
with almost breathless realization of it all. Pic-
ture the new home in Moab's land, the daugh-

ters that came as wives to the sons, then the
death of the father and the brothers, and the
mother's loneliness and sorrow,

Going home. How different the going back
of the lonely Naomi from the coming away of
the family of four. Picture the return Jjourney,
the decision to go, the talk with the daughters,
the starting off. Make a pictured road, and
marks for the three travelers as they set off, the
two daughters going to see their mother well on
her way. Tell of the good-bye talk, make a
mark for the place where they stopped for it,
when Orpah went back along the way to her
home, her friends there, her heathen gods.

Faithful Ruth. Deeply impress Ruth’s faith-
ful clinging to Naomi in her loneliness and trou-
ble, showing her true love, Dwell upon Ruth's
choice, leaving Moab for Bethlehem, her heathen
home for Naomi, and her true God. Picture
the arrival in Bethlehem, Ruth’s wish to sup-
port her mother-in-law, her gleaning in the
field, the notice taken of her by the rich Boas,
who afterward made her his dear wife, giving
Naomi a home too. When Ruth’s dear babier
were held close to Naomi's breast, was it not a
happy ending to the story that had such sadness
in it? Was Ruth ever sorry for being kind?
Are we? Ought we to be like Ruth?

Teach Golden Text and the duty of love to
all, not only to the kind and good who love us.

Guideboard: Be kind. As we come back over
the path we have taken we see this on the guide-
board, “Be kind.” When? Why? How? To
whom?

Thought for teachers. Let us not miss or
misuse this opportunity to influence our children
in their early friendships for those of their own
age and older. Children are easily angered and

“won't speak” to little associates. Kindle en- ;

thusiasm for lasting, faithful, all-enduring
friendships, and set up high ideals. What sort
of a friend is Jesus? Let us be like him,
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LESSON XL (December 14.)
THE BOY SAMUEL. 1 Sam, 3. 6-14.

GorpeN Text: “Speak, Lord; for thy servant

heareth.” 1 Sam, 3, 90,

Primary Notes,
Introductory. Attract
attention by giving a lit-
PEAFC tle knock and ing
quietly to see if .nyone
/= notices it. Then speak
in a low tone to some
scholar, asking him to

Al .
b come to you. Some will

hear and some will not.
Show that this is not because of deafness, but
for lack of listening. Many things which are
never heard might easily be, if one would but
listen, Tell story of a boy who was told that
mother would call him in when she wanted him.
He was so full of play that he did not listen,
therefore did not hear, did not answer. If we
wish to learn we must listen, and if we wish to
love we must learn what we can about the per-
son or the thing that we ought to love.

Our lesson to-day is about a listening boy.
His name is written in God’s book. Drill upon
title of lesson.

Thought journey. We must go back to-day
and look at three pictures, They are all in
that beautiful temple we have heard of. It is
easy for our thoughts to go back there. Now
let us imagine that we are all together in that
temple, and the time is long ago. Look. We
see a woman praying. She has come with her
husband to worship in God's house, but she
longs for a blessing that only God can give, She
asks him for it with all her heart. Make this
picture of Hannah praying for the gift of a
little son a very tender one. Tell of Eli's mis-
take, and his comforting words when he heard
about her wish and prayer.

Second picture: A father and mother bring-
ing a little boy to God's beautiful temple, telling
the priest his name, bidding him good-bye, leay-
ing him there, because Hannah promised God
she would, that he might serve in the holy house.
Tell of yearly return of mother with little coat.

Third picture: Night in the temple, the lamp
burning, Eli asleep, all quiet, a boy on his bed
in one of the rooms, and hark! A voice call-
ing him by name,

Who called? Samuel did not know. He had
not heard that Voice before. He did the best

he could. It must be the priest, i, on whom
this boy waited in God's house. He ran quickly
to find out, after this thought came to him.

Tell of Eli's ignorance, the repeated call, the
boy's going again and again to the priest, who
knew at last whose voice had spoken,

The answer. Dwell on the fact that when
spoken to one must reply. It is behaving most
unkindly and impolitely not to do this. Oné
should listen and answer, that he may learn
much. Samuel obeyed Eli, and answered the
Lord as he was told. Then God talked with
him. By listening and answering Samuel learned
much. Now he knew God, k-ew the Lord’s
voice, and understood, as never before. When
the Father, God, came so close and called Sam-
uel by name, do you not suppose that the boy
was glad? What a wonderful thing it was!
But the Lord speaks to every child now as truly A
as he did then to that boy in the temple. He
knows each by name, and the very smallest child
who knows who his Father in heaven is may
hear the call and give the answer, “Here am 1.”
“Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth.” Drill
on Golden Text. :

Guideboard: Listen, learn, love, This is B
what our loving Lord wants us to do, Shall we
turn away, be so busy with other things that
we will not pay attention? Shall we refuse to
answer, and never know what our Father wishes
to say to us? Shall we learn so little of him
that we shall not love him? No! No! TLet us ‘
be like Samuel—listen and answer, learn and 4
love. And how soon? Now. How strange it
would have been if Samuel had said, “Please
wait, Lord, till T am a man, and then T will an-
swer, and learn and love!” O no! The time
to answer is when God calls. Will you?

Thought for teachers. Let us be swifter than - ‘

Eli was to recognize God’s call to the little ones,
and to help them to understand who calls, how -
to listen and answer, how to learn and love. s



LESSON XII. (December 21.)
CHRISTMAS LESSON. Luke 2. 8-20.

GoLbEN TEXT: “For unto you is born this, day
in the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.” Luke 2, 11,

Primary Notes,

Introductory. This is
to us indeed the “old,
old story,” yet ever sweet
and new, We must re-
member that each year
brings us the opportunity
to teach it for the first
time to some who have
not been under our care
before. Begin with talk about gifts. Why do
we give them and receive them at Christmas
time? Who should give and receive? What

- gifts are prized most, those from our dearest

ones or those who care little for us? To whom
do.we give our best gifts?

Dwell much on the unselfish way in which
Christmas should be kept because Christ, the
first Christmas gift, gave himself for us, The
gift was his life. Was not that costly and pre-
cious? Ought we not to love the gift of God's
dear Son above every other? Then if we are
selfish and cross at Christmas time, discontented
with what we get and unwilling to share with
others, will Jesus think us very thankful and
loving? Of all seasons this is the season of love
—love to Christ and love to all.

Thought journey. Again we go back to the
Jittle town of Bethlehem. Picture the journey
of Mary and Joseph from Nazareth, the crowded
houses, the stable where Mary and Joseph
stayed, the Babe in the manger. Familiar as
the story is, there is none like it for freshness

* and charm, and each time we tell it and children

listen it is sweeter, sweeter still,

LACES,
PERSONS.
RINCIPAL EVENTS,

Group the lesson facts around these three
points, in your own mind. Use “doings” instead
of events on blackboard, npd explain that prin-
eipal means “most important,” most worthy to
be remembered.

Portray the little town of Bethlehem, Show
picture, if possible, as it is now. Picture the
open field, with the flocks of sheep under the
starry sky. Tell of the shepherds, the angels

~ aud their song, Mary, Joseph, the child Jesus,

T T A g S iR
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the visit of the shepherds to the stable where
the baby lay. Drill on Golden Text till every-
child knows it.

The gift of Jesus is for all. Impress especial-
ly the angel's words that the tidings of joy
were to be to all people, Also, that as soon as
the shepherds had seen the infant Saviour they
“made known abroad the saying which was told
them concerning this Child.”

Influence the children, by all the joy of this
happy season, to the sharing of gifts with the
poor and the sending of the news to all who do
not keep Christmas because they do not know
Christ. This is the time to teach a missionary
lesson, Pity for those who have no Christmas
in which young hearts take such ecstatic delight,
may well move them to do something for these,

Guideboard: Jesus is my Saviour, 1If he is a
gift for all he is a gift for me. What is the
gift? A Saviour. Picture a little shivering
boy in the dark and cold on Christmas night, in
danger of freezing and starving, and looking
through the lighted window upon a family of
children gathered around a tree, all so warm
and happy, safe from the cold storm, at home
with their parents, glad in each other and in the
beautiful gifts, What good will it do the child
to see all this unless he can share it? But sup-
pose the father comes out, finds him, takes him
in, gives him a place with the children, says,
“You shall be my child, I will save yon from
starving. This is your place.” Now the boy
can say, “My father, my home,” How different
it all is! But he must take the gifts, or they
will not be his. So we must take Jesus, Each
one may say, “He is my Saviour.” Will you?

Thought for teachers, If ever the heart
should overflow with measureless love to the
children it is at this season, and for sake of the

Babe in the manger, the little ones’ Saviour and
Friend. In the time of their joy let us lead
them to him.
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LESSON XIIL (December 2.)
REVIEW,

GorpeN TEXT: “Lord, thou hast been our dwell-
ing place in all generations.” Psa, 90. 1.

Primary Notes,

The following review exercise will need to be
copied on slips and given out the preceding Sun-
day. Use lesson roll for titles and texts, but
give out slips containing the little verses appro-

. briate to each lesson, to twelye children to com-
mit and recite in turn. Make little pasteboard
guideboards for the twelve lessons, inscribing
each with the special thought for the lesson it
represents. Give these to twelve others, or, if
class is not large enough, to the same children,
Enlist the mothers in teaching these memory
verses, On review day have children stand and
repeat, each the part, in turn, the class giving
title and text in concert.

Lesson 1. Joshua Encouraged. “Be strong
and of a good courage.”

God spoke to Joshua himself
And told him to be strong.

He says the very same to us
In all our fight with wrong.

Guideboard: Be strong.

Lesson II. Crossing the Jordan. “When
thou passest through the waters, I will be with
thee; and through the rivers, they shall not
overflow thee.”

Across the river safe they passed,
God's people long ago,

And as he led and kept them all,
God is with us, we know.

Guideboard: God is with us.
Lesson III. Fall of Jericho, “By faith the
walls of Jericho fell down.”

They trusted in the Lord their God,
And did as they were told,

And we should have such faith in him,
And be as strong and bold.

Guideboard: Have faith in God.
Lesson IV. Joshua and Caleb. “He wholly
followed the Lord.”

Like Joshua and Caleb too,
We should be strong and true,
And wholly follow God, the Lord,
And seek his will to do.

GQuideboard: Follow the Lord wholly.
Iesson V. Cities of Refuge. “God is our

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble,”

The city gates wide open stood,
To save from harm and fear,

And T may to my Refuge run,
For he is ever near,

Guideboard: Run to the Refuge.
Here stop to sing the hymn verse :

Bless and help us, Lord, we pray,
As we hear thy word to-day ;
With thy love our spirits fill,
Teach us how to do thy will,

Lesson VI. Joshua's Parting Advice. “Choose
you this day whom ye will serve,”

The people gathered all about
To hear a parting word.
“Choose God,” was Joshua's advice,
And this T too have heard.
Guideboard: Choose Jesus,
Lesson VII. Time of the Judges. “They ery

unto the Lord in their trouble, and he saveth
them out of their distresses,” .

When God's own people sinned and stn'yed
He loved and pitied still,

We know that he will save us too,
Because he says he will,

Guideboard: Jesus saves. ¢

Lesson VIII, Temperance Lesson, “They
also have erred through wine,”

Look not upon the wine when red,
But turn away in haste,
The tempting cup we must not drink,
Nor even touch or taste,
Guideboard: Touch not, taste not.
Lesson IX. Gideon and the Three Hundred.

“It is better to trust in the Lord than to put
confidence in man,” Z

To Gideon’s little faithful band
The Lord showed forth his power,
So we may let him lead us on
And trust him every hour,

Guideboard: Trust in God,

Lesson X. Ruth and Naomi.

“Be kindly
affectioned one to another.”

The story of the loving Ruth,
8o faithful, true, and kind,
Has given us a rule from heaven
Which we should seek to mind,
Guideboard: Be kind.

Lesson XI. The Boy Samuel, “Speak, Lord ;
for thy servant heareth,”

5.
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The tender story of this boy
Who heard his father’s voice,

Should teach me, too, to hear and speak,
And in his love rejoice.

Guideboard: Listen, learn, love.

Lesson XII. Christmas Lesson. “Unto you
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.”

In Bethlehem’s manger Jesus lay,
The holy, heavenly Child.

He is my Saviour dear to-day,
So strong, so meek, and mild,

Quideboard: He is my Saviour.
For Review. Text: Psa. 90, 1.
All recite :

The guideboards point the upward way,
To God, our dwelling place,

And when we reach our Father's house,
There we shall see his face.
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‘Whisper Songs for December.

TENTH LESSON,
Like gentle Ruth of Bethlehem
Help us, O Lord, to be ;
That we may love and honor those
Who love and honor thee.

ELEVENTH LESSON,
Like little 8amuel of old
Help us, O Lord, to be ;
That we may listen for thy voice
And follow only thee.

TWELFTH LESSON,
0 holy Babe of Bethlehem,
Who in a manger lay,
Come make thy home within our hearts
And bless our Christmas Day !

THIRTEENTH LESSON,
If, Lord, thy home within our hearts,
'We ever dwell with thee,
O bring us to thy home above
To dwell eternally.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT.
Fourth Quarter.

Teacher. Enter into his gates with thanks-
giving, and into his courts with praise,

Class. Be thankful unto him, and bless his
name.

All. For this God is our God forever and
ever. He will be our guide even unto death.
SiNGING.

WHISPER PRAYER,
“Gentle Saviour, God of love,
Hear us from thy throne above,
While we meet to praise thee here
In our Sunday school so dear.
“May the lesson taught to-day,
Find us ready to obey.
Make us what we ought to be,
Draw thy little lambs to thee.”

Teacher. O come, let us worship and : bow
down : let us kneel hefore the Lord our Maker.

PRAYER. (Closing with the Lord’s Prayer.)
GiviNg Sone. (Followed by offering.)
RECITATION,

“There’s not a child so small and weak,
But has his little cross to take;
His little work of love and praise,
That he may do for Jesus' sake.”
T. God loveth a cheerful giver.
C. Freely ye have received ; freely give.
All. Tt is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive,
ADDITIONAL LESSON.
QUIETING EXERCISE,
“We will raise our hands together,
We will all sit down together,
We will mind the rule of the Sunday
school,
And all rise up together,
“We will raise our hands together,
We will fold our arms together,

We will mind the rule of the Sunday
school,

And all sit down together.
“We will sit up straight together,
We will place our feet together,
We will mind the rule of the Sunday
school,
And—all—keep—still—together.”
LEessoN TEACHING.
EcH0 PRAYER.
CLOSING EXERCISE.
PRAYER, “Now the time has come to part,
Father, come to every heart;
Go thou with us as we go,
And be near in all we do.”
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Not a single cent to pnf for her. As pretty

as a picture. You wil

fall in love with her

the minute you see her. Golden rinﬁ:;tu,

hnghinq blue eyes, rosy cheeks, stylishly

dressed in silk and satin, with velvet and

lace trimmings. Lovely trimmed hat, dainty

little slippers, real ntockinsl. al::od-trimmed
re;

underwear. She can be

and un-

dressed like any live babgh Her head, arms
0

and legs are movable,

can stand alone

or git in a chair or on the floor. When you
get her you will say she is the prettiest doll

or

ou have ever seen. We give her free
selling at 15¢, each, @ handsome pieces

of Jewelry, Lockets, Stick Pins, Cuff 8,
Hat Pins, etc., and helping us to get a fow
more agents. Every rxeoo of our jewelry
looks worth 50¢c. At 15c. you can sell the

6 pieces in a few minutes,

Vrite to-day and

wo will send the Jewelry postpaid. ~We
trust you to sell it and return the money,
Don’t miss this grand chance.
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Henty's heroes to look for the

T m advent nnuln&
3 any ventures an
disappointments, their courage and perse-
verance are amply rewarded.

FuLLy ILLUSTRATED

Cloth, each, $1.00 Per Mail, $1.15,
« TORONTO, ONT.
8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8,




'BIBLES

§ A AT AT Y Ai a2 A AT TN %““%‘&Q%%““

Holy Bible
—Ruby type, refer-
ences, French mor-
occo, yapped, round
corners, red under
old edges ; size, 44 x
% Boxed, special,

Pictorial
Bible_gi 557
X 1ins. This Bible is
{zrlmcd from clear

Ype on good white
paper, and contains,
n addition to the
Old and New Testa-

ments, Helps to the

Study of the Bible, Fifteen beautiful Maps in
color, and a series of Photo-views of Scenes in
Bible lands, made from recent photographs,
P 'S a8 they
actually exist m—da{. but they lend an interest
M Bil ::adb’ any Oth’?l; embellh:.}:l-

oroceo, yapped, nonpareil type, rou

ld edges, 8 al, $1.00, Or, if
prefer » We offer, at the same price, a Bible
&imilar to the above, minion type,

without the | 81,2
Name on cover, 15¢. extra (1 line).

Christmas“?
Specialswt

pictures, but with Dictionary of Seripture
names with their pronunciation and meaning,
references, chapter numbers in plain figures,
also, Harmony of the Gospels, New Testament,
Chronoloey. ete,

Nelson Teachers’ Bible—
The Helps are all new and graphically written
by the most eminent, scholars, with illustrations
on almost every page. The Concordance is the
most complete yet produced, as it combines
Concordance, Subject Index, pronounces and

Dose Scripture Proper Names, ete,,

St

colored, carefull{ revised
Al

ible is of
3 Thvz Tllustrated Bible Treas-

+ « The work

care in Pmparal.lon v e
is excellent,”

French moroceo, yapped, round corners, red
under gold edges, linen ined, boxed. Spec
B book, ' indexed, 1.50,

We pay postage.

190 3 CALENDARS o~

. A Very Handsome Line

At 5c. Each
Resting,
As Time Glides,
Following On,
Grace to Glory, 4
Happy Months, ¢ «
In Perfect Peace, 4 *
Friendship, ¢ »

At 10c. llﬂll.

Gay Songsters, 3 Drop.
Watch and Pray,3
Preclous Truths, 4 *
Good Luck,

At 15¢c. Each

Peace and Glory, 12 Leaves,
Stray Sunbeams, 12
Seripture Lights, 12

Spring Charms, 2 Drop,
Good Oheer, |
Fairyland Echoes, 3 “
Good Wishes, $ "

Helpfal Thoughts, 6 “

- WILLIAM BRIGES, - Wesley Buildings, . - TORONTO, ONT,

03 TR

At 25¢c. Each
Garnered Blossoms, 12 Leaves,
Sacred Melody, N &

Thy Will be Done, 12 Leaves,
Days of Brightness, 8 Drop,
Joyous Hours, 3 Drop.
Happy Childhood, 6 Leaves.
The Friendship, 3 Drop,
Shakespeare Gems, 3 Leaves,
Tennyson Gems, 3§ «
At 85¢c, Each
On Wings of Faith, 3 Drop,
OChristmas Echoes, 4 Drop,
Under the Mistletoe Bough, 8 Drop,
Flower Calendar, 4 Leaves.
Divine Light, ¢ -
At 50c. Each
Country Oharms, 4 Leaves,
The Evening Hour, 3 Leaves,
Happy Days, g%
The KFlower Queen, ¢ *“
At 75¢c. Each i i
King Edward VI « Photos of ng
Queen,

Day Dreams, 8 Leaves.
Sweﬁ: Summer Roses, 3 Leaves, Figures and
wers,

The Ideal Oalendar, ¢ Iayo, Floral,




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

Sunday School Helps

=——FOR 1903——

€€
Select Notes.

A Commentary on theststot
International LessonsJ®.88.88

Studies in the Book of the Acts, chapters 16-28, and
Btudies in the Old Al'ﬁillment. from Samuel to
lomon,

Explanations of the Text, Light from Many Sources,
References to ks and Pictures, Holman's Bystem of
Parallel Versions, Plans of the Lesson, Suggestions for
Teaching, Practical Applications, Suggestive Illustra-
tions, References, Pictures, Maps, Oharts, Diagrams.

By Rev. F. N, Peroussr, D.D., AND M. A. Prroussr.

TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL VOLUME

Cloth, $1.10, postpaid.

Theaee
Tlustratioe Cesson Notes,

A Guide to the Study of the International
Sunday School Lessons 888858 585858

With Original and Selected Comments, Methods for
Teachers and Plans for Teaching, Lesson Homilies with
Anal Salient Points and Practical A ications,
!Miu of the Golden Texts, Illustrative lmx lents and
Observations, Notes on Eastern Life, References to
Helpful Books, Maps, Tables, Pictures and Diagrams.

By Rev. TuoMas BENJAMIN Nemvy, D.D,, LL.D., axp
Roserr Remixeron Doukrty, Pa.D,

Cloth, $1.10, postpaid.

Che Golden Text-Book.

The 'nternational Sundx.suhool Lessons and Bible
Budhr for Every Day in Year and also Facts about
the Bible and other important subjects.

By Rev. Taomas Nexuy, D.D., LL.D,

Each, 3c.; Per Doz, 3. ; Postpaid,

Monday Club Sermons on the Intérnational
Sunday School Lessons for 1008, Cloth ......,, $1.25
Matthew Henry'
Cloth, net.....

Adam Olark
Cloth, net ...

000

'Ii;llll BRIGES « Wesicy Buildings o

€. W. COATES, Montreal, P.qQ.

BOOK MARK i
LESSON LIST, 1903. /

The Lesson List embodies in the unique
and oconvenient form of a Book Mark  tho
Lessons, Golden Texts and Memory Verses of
the International Series, printed neatly on

paper of superior quality. It is fur.
nished in three differont styles :

No. 1.—With name of Churoh or 8chool and
List of Services on the last page :

50 or less. ., . #9100
100.. 180
16C 186
200 215
260 46
800 .. 70
860, 00
400, 20
500.. 50
760 20
1000 00
2000 50

No. 2.—With last page blank, and
Ne. 3.—With Bible Acrostio on last page.
.loo.nh“pnhll,‘dud

Select Books for Young
Men

By J. THAIN DAVIDSON, D.D.
Cloth, each, 60c, net ; per mail, 700.;
per set, $2.50 net, carriage extra.

A Good Start.

The City Youth.
Forewarned—Forearmed.
Talks with Young Men,
Sure to Succeed.

By ORISON SWETT MARDEN.
Cloth, each, $1.50, postpaid.
Pulhlnq to the Front; or, Success under DiMm-
culties.

The Secret of Achievement.
Talks with Great Workers,
Architects of Fate, $1.25.

By WILLIAM M. THAYER.
Turning Points in Successful Carcors.

TORONTO, ONT.

8. F. HUESTIS, Malifax, N.8,




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

WM
Cards and Bookletg :ovws=
00SSS2252522

200220
At 3 Cents Each At 10 Cents Each
A Huﬂ;y Day. Hail, Joyous Christmag !
l08s0ms, Peace. " Helen M, Burnside.
ly Sunshine. Loyal Greetings,
Flowers.
,‘,3{,::_“":"": T:v"- At 15 Cents Each
Now the Day is Over, Glad Remembrance. Cover, Forget-Me-Nots.
Our Blest Redeemer, A Cl;imlllm" Greeting. Cover, Wild Roses and
olly,
At 5 Cents Each Friendly Thoughts. Cover, Pansies,
Gems :mm g ens.
Rock of Ages, ms from Scott.
The Voice of Jesus, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
Peace, Perfect Peace, Sunny Rays for Wintry Days.
Weary. Blessed are They,
Godﬂrk’e t Times, A Hlpp&Chﬂnmu Day.
Happy Days for Thee, By the Western Sea.
Wllltdh #lll(]ood iWhhu.
Gl ule n.
m{. of Buntinn: At 20 Cents Each
Golden Threads, Songs of Love, Peace and Hope.
Milestones. From Heart to Heart,
A Christmas ﬂmﬂnf'. Abide With Us,
ndence, F, R, avergal, A Christmas Blessing.
At Dawn of 3 The Village Blacksmith,
Good Wishes,
At 2. nts h
At 10 Cents Each v Gools; T
Links of Memory, Board Covers, Forget-Me.
Fair Greetings, Nota,
While Shepherds Watched. Thoughts for Companions. Board Covers,
Jerusalem the Golden, Pansies,
Words of Hope. Text-Book for Every Day. Christmastide. Board Covers, Holly and
C.E. New Year Good Wishes, Mistletoe.
C. E. BeStrong, Friendship's Token. Board Covers, Violets,
Six Pretty Boolreu in Envelope. Mizpah, rd Covers, Flowers and Hearts.

The Epworth League Reading Course
FOR 1902-1903

IMS at providing pleasing and profitable instruction for our young people,

A habits of home study, and is intended for busy people who have a little time for sell-improve-
ment. It offers a systematic course with a reasonable examination at the close for those who

care to take it. The Reading Course is a substitute for aimless and haphazard reading, and as a
number of persons read the same books at the same time, there is the benefit of having a common
theme for conversation and discussion, The following three books have been selected :

L The Youn Peotyle'- Wenley. By Rev. W. McDonald D.D. An interesting
account of the life and work of the illustrious founder of Methodism,

II. Nature's Miracles. By Elisha Gray, An attractive volume of popular
science. Accurate and up-to-date.

. IIL. A Help for the Common Days. By Rev. J. R, Miller, D.D. Inspiring and
helpful chapters on the spiritual life.

It seeks to foster

These books are equally suitable for young and old, and will be found instructive as well
a8 entertaining. The price of these three volumes is $1.25. If sent, by mail, 20 cents must be
fo

added for " Leagues and Reading Circles can order most economically by clukbin;
together lm the books sent hy express, W Yy é

A SR el !
WILLIAM BRIGGS, - wesicy Buildings, - ToRONTO, ONT,
C. W, COATES, lt-unl. Que. 8. . HUESTIS, Halifax, l.l,.




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Readings, Recitations and Dialogues

Dick's Little Speeches for Little Speak-
ers. Containing a carefully selectedl;:llm
tion of short and easy pieces, suitable for
young children and little tots.” Paper, 15c.

Boh y Dial A collection of origin-
al Dialogues and Tableaux. Designed for
School iterary Societies an
Parlor Entertainments. Compiled by Rev,
Alexander Clark, A.M. Paper, 80c.

Eloo!llor Dln‘lo_.ul'lel. Comprising new and

D y for
this work by a corps of able and experienced
writers, ited and arranged by Phineas
Garrett. Paper, 30c.

and Parlor Entertainmen

Sterling Dialogues. By William M. Clark.
The Bhuognas in thls’boo »
m & large store of material, the contri-
butions having been received from the be:
ualified writers in this field of literature.

ew Bnper, 30c.

Model Dialogues. A choice collection of
original Dialogues, Tableaux, eto, Com-
piled by William M. Clark. Paper, 30c.

Little People’s Dialogues, For children of

ten years. KEverythingoriginal and speciall
wrl{um for thlﬁiook. B)";l Clara J. B:nwny.
Paper, 25c.

Eurellx): Kntertal Contai

g &
wide variety of new and novel entertain-

Standard Dialogues. Daslinedeor School
8,

Meetings, Literary Societies, ete, Campllvd
by Rev. Alexander Clark, A. M. Paper, 30c.

Olassic Dialogues and Dramas. Con-
taining a number of the strongest scenes
from ghakesponre. Schiller, Bulwer, Sheri-
dan and others. Compiled by Mrs. J, W,
Shoemaker. Paper, 30c.

Easy Entertainments, For Young People.

r, 25¢,
Ylmn‘pel*olkl Dialegues, New and original,
Designed for young geosﬁe of fifteen years,
gdgwd by Charles C. Shoemaker. l!nper,

and A
collection of the rarest, brightest, most
mirth-producing dialogues ever published.
g&mp ed by Charles C, Shoemaker. Paper,

Oholoce Dialect for Reading and Recita-
tlon, Containing Readingsand Recitations
in Irish, German, Scotch, French, Negro
and other dialects. Comphed by Charles C,
Shoemaker. Paper, 30c.

Shoenukgr'- Best Selections. For Read-

Paper, each 30c.
Hollday Selections, For Readings and
G St BT aD
ns are
g:w gg:rs. Euywr tpnd Thanksgiving.

Holiday En.umlnmontl. By Charles C,
Shoemaker. Contains many original exer
cises and other entertainments suitable not
only to the Christmas holidays, but also to

Sunday Sebool Botectiors For Redi

chool . ons. T
-mdiuclut.lonl. By John H. Bechtel. ?:
excellent collection, suited to Church
GB‘“"E"! Sunday School Concerts, Z‘uch‘ ers’
al h
Young Men’s Christian Associations, Anni.
vemrym Occasions, etc. Paper, ,)gnl.
Sunday School Eatertainments, Com-
roiaca, Trsmatived Blots Btouies B

Irama e .

guon,  Heo! .. adapted to ali

Humor Bitt Pathos. A Book of
an '

-f-!.e‘:‘rd and Recitations. Com and

adap! by Rev., James Cooke Seymour,

Paper, 30c.
Good ines. A Book of Dialogues for School
gg'mhim.;menu By E. \?uvor. Paper,

Echoes from a Sunday School, By W. E.
Dyer. Cloth, 30c.

ments, suitable for all kinds of public and
private i Px}g:r 30c.

Cholce Humor. For uﬁln% and Recita-
gon. C;lgmiled by Charles . Shoemaker.

aper, 30c,

Good Humor. For Reading and Recitation.
Com&lled by Henry Firth Wood. Paper, 30c.

Dick's Readings and l!eultnl.on‘-. In 18

A carefully of
humorous, pathetic, eloquent, patriotic and
sentimental pieces, in poetry and prose,
exclux;lvelﬁrl enlq;led for recitation and
mndl;&. ited by Harris B. Dick. Paper,

eacl .

Temperance Selections, Comprisin, choice

Rendlnps and Recitations, Ka prgse and

verse, from the ablest speakers and writers

in Eng.)‘ntgtli ngg America. Kdited by Johm
htel. T,

. Bec| s
Tlna Tot's Speaker. By Misses Rook and
oodfellow. Contains more than one hun-
dred and fifty little pieces of only a few
lines each, expressed in the simplest lan-
ﬂ“m' For the wee ones, per, 15¢.
Child’s Own Speaker, By E. C. and L. J.
Rook. A collection of Recitations, Motion
Songs, Concert Pieces, Dialogues and Tab-
leaux. For children of six years. Paper,

Little People's Speaker. By Mrs. J. W,
Shoemaker. A superior collection of Reci-
tation and Readings, mostly in verse, For
children of nine dyenru. Pagr, 15¢,

Young People's Speaker, y E. C. and L.
J. Rook, .Bomﬂrlm Recitations for the
different holidays. Temperance acut
Patriotic Speeches, etc. ‘'or Children of

twelve years. Paper,

Young Folk's Entertainments, For chil-
dren from five to fifteen years. Comprising

Motion Songs, Charades, Pantomimes, Tab-

leaux, Concert Recitations, Drills, ete.

Written exclusively for this work by E. G.

very little children. A collection of entirel
original Rocitations. Dialogus and Shory
o8, adapted for very little boys and
1s. By Mrs. Russell Kavanaugh. per,
Drills and M h ‘Written y
for this work, by E. C. and L. J, Rook.

Paper,
ldulpl.)rllll. A collection of entirely new
and original Drills, Marches and Motion
Songs. Arranged by Marguerite W. Morton.
Paper, 30c.
CANADIAN DRILLS AND EXERCISES
Fancy Flag Drill. By Edith LeLean.

How the Fairles g:mu Thelr Queen. By

t) n. T,
Patriotio Scarf Drill. By Kdith LeLean, 15,
Grand Mareh With Flags. Paper, 16c.

SENT POSTPAID.

WILLIAM BRIGBS <« Wesley Buildings « "TORONTO, ONT.
cils et

W. COATES, Montreal, P.Q.

8. F. HUESTIS,

T, 150,
Olnum. Our Homeland. By Edith LeLean. J




Novembar and Desombar Numbas, 1902, FREE T0 NEW SUBSGRIBERS

ILLusTrRATING CA\nHmu N (.A\ADA

Methodlst
Mag’azine ana Review

W. M. WITHROW, D.D., F.R.C.S., Editor
Three il

Volumes
Hundred Fifty-Seven
Fi

P s Y PROSPECTUS FOR 1908 rinsiagne.

ILLUSTRATED
ARTICLES

Canadian Lumber Camps and Their Social
Betterment,

Canoe Life in Canada.

‘With the Voyageurs.

Canadian Artists and Their Work.

Canadian Men of Mark,

Canada’s Front Door—The Sydneys, Cape
Breton. Ruxv. J. G, Axawiy,

On the Ice Floes,

Canada by the Sea.

The Gateway of Canada.

Montreal Mansions.

With the Pur Traders,

Rome Revisited. Tur Epiron.

Footprints of 8t. Paul. Tus Eviron.

Makers of Canada.

Through Bulgaria. Tur Epiro.

Memories of Mexico. Tur Ebitor.

In Dickens’ Country,

Through Norway.

Prince Rupert's Land.

Canterbury and Its Memories.

In the Bahamas.

Dead Cities of the Zuyder Zee.

By-ways of Venice.

Life in the High Alps,

The British House of Oommmu

m M 1!

L5




ILLUSTRATING ** MONTREAL MANSIONS."

Character
Studies
and
SKetches

MANY OF THEM
ILLUSTRATED

Distin ullhod
l’eoze Have

Sand, Rorl‘:
%‘:‘.“.‘u Voral
he lm 88

I:r;horin.
many
oth ers — in

Mrs, M. E G, pg

SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS
TOPICS
SEVERAL OF THEM ILLUSTRATED

Place of Religlon in the Public Schools,
Joun Miuar, B.A,, Deputy Minister of Educa.
tion, Ontario.

A8t
;%y llll‘l"gomrmuu Utilitarianism. Rev.

'nzoml’nuher'l Use of the Prophets. J.T. L.

'nm Forward Honment in Great Britain
Rav. F. L. Wisi

The Wesley Bi- eenum.ry

John Ruskin's Message to His Generation.
The Gospel According to Tolstoi.

The Coronation of the Common People.

lodemAct-l of the Apon.lol or, A Plea for the
ous Newspa, Rev. W, HARRISON,
l’real ent of the New runsw:ck Conference,

More Hymn Studies. Rev. O, R. Lauswy, D,D,
Recent Movements in Oxford E. M, Burwasn,
Primitive Woman. Rev. Joun Macurax, Pu.D,
Christian Life and Practice in the Early

Church. Tur Epiror,
The_Witch - craft

OLp Fort GArRy. ILLUSTRATING “WiTh THE FUr TRADERS."”

The Oxford Move-
ment. Ebpitor.

Some thur
Frophets. and
Thelr Mes-
sages.

'W‘# Betmmoﬂt
ing

of Ood Dn
W. RosmRTsoN
NicoL.

Studies in Socio-
logy.

Into th o‘ h-
Ways—. o
for Open-Air
Preaching.

Bocial Life in Ger-
many,

Sundays Abroad.

Giuszrr, Pa.D,
A Great Puritan—Richard Baxter. Tux Eoiror,
A Pnrm.n'l Wife—The Romance of Margaret
Baxter. FLoreNcs MARY PARSONS.
Zachary Macaulay.
The Emperor Franz Joseph.
Ebenezer Elliott, the Corn Law Rhymer.
Richard Wagner and His Work.
Jol?h Chamberlain—The Romance of Modern
‘olitics.

Lord Rosebery, Imperialist.

Frederick Temple, A of Canterbury.
Joseph Parker, D.D.—His Life and Work.

The I.uo ltory of Hugh Price Hughes. Rev. W.

Andro chonier. a ylctmlm of the French Revolu-

Pl.nl Bunn n Hayne, l'ho Bouthern Poet.
Rev, A, J. LOOKHART.

nm“rylxcu‘hu."no Bilurist Poet.” Rav. A.
KHAR!

Drlllu.h.mm. Pioneer Instructor of Deaf
%ﬂd the Swiss Reformation. Tam




MISSIONARY
PAPERS

SEVERAL OF THEM ILLUSTRATED
More “ West of the Rockies” Sketches,
Rrv. Artnvr Browwing,
The Transformation of Pekin.
The Inner Mission in Germany.
Britain's Indian Empire.
With the Newfoundland Pisher Folk.
British Tropics (Jamaica),
With the Sponge Fishers.
John Chinaman at Home.

And Other Articles of Missionary Interest,

ILLUSTRATING * Wity THE VovaGRURs,”

SERIAL SHORT STORIES

Apostles of the South-East, F. BuLurs,

Tom Taylor's Bweetheart and How He Won Her.
Gko. J, Boxp, B.A., Editor of *“ The Guardian.”

The Mystery of Squasho Run, @.J, Boxp,
A Woman's Heart. Gauuimsxe Romx,
“ With Christ at Sea.” Rav. J. G, Axewin,
Falling from Grace. Maroarer Surr-voop,
Preaching on Trial—An Irish Btory,
With Unleavened Bread. Iax MACLARRN,
‘'8in and Misery.” Erum, F, Heoovz,
A Muskoka, Btory. Rev,E R, Youxe, Jr.
‘ The Duty that Lay Nearest. Mss. A, H. Doaxs,
’ And Other Stories,

PAPERS ON
POPULAR SCIENCE

SOME OF THEM ILLUSTRATED

Recent Science—Prince Kropotkin.

Mars asa World. R. A. Grraory,

The New Astronomy — Willlam
Huggins,

Mochanical Conception of the Uni.
verse, Rev. W, Hamrison, President
of the New Brunswick Conference,

A Christian Scientist —Thomas
Dwight Dana.

The Romance of the Railway.

m‘uh-mndrlhuu.

Notes on Current Bclence, Inven.
hmmm.




322 AYear  Six Months $]2°
e, | o VARG
WESLEVAN Ane MAGAZINE or 275

Sunday Schools subscribing
one address, $1.60 per year each

for two or more copies to

CLUBBING RATES

These Clubbing Rates are in

addition to the price paid
for the METHODIST MAGAZINE

AND REeview,
Century Magazine
Atlantic Monthly . . . . . 4.00 3
Harper's Monthly Magazine . 4.00 3.60
8cribner's Magazine , , ., ', 3.00

8t. Nicholas , . 3.00 2.60

WHAT 1S SAID OF T

“ The Canadian Church is to be highly congratulated
on its magazine, "—London Quarterly,
‘It is the best magazine for a Christian family of which
| we have any knowledge. "—Christian Uplook,
! “ ’;'\hould be in every Methodist home.”—Kingston
hig.
** Abreast of the most popular literary magazines. The

articles are by scholarly men and good writers.”—St.
Lowis Methodist,

Regular Price Club Rate
+ + %400 83,50

THE DEPARTMENTS

Of the WorwLp's ProGress, well illustrated, Current
THOUGHT, Recent Science, New Books, ReLicious

InTeLLIGENCE and EpitoriaL Comment will be main-
tained and developed,

Reviews of High-Class Literature
A Specialty

Tue Piercep Rock, Gasre, ILLUSTRATING “ ThE GATEWAY OF CAnADA

WILLIAM BRIGG.S -5 Richmond s¢, west TORONTO, ONT.
. g O W. COATES, Montreat; or, 5. . NUESTIS Halfen a,




The Simple Li

By Charles Wagner,

Rev, Dr, Van Dyke 8ays: “The
book is good to read, pleasant,
to remember, blessed to
put in practice,”

Cloth, gilt top, $1.00,

Stillman Gott, Farmer
and Fisherman, ’

By Edwin Day Sibley,

* It humor we think this book
ahead of ‘ David Harum,” while
perfectly free from the objec.
tionable language and situations
of that tamous book,”— Onward, |

|

oth, $1.25.

Emmy Lou: Her Book
and Heart, |

By George Silndden Martin,

She has created the most win-

somely lovely little girl in con-
temporary fiction — owr sister,
indeed, in all lovable qualities,
to *“Alice of Wonderland,”

Beautitully Ilustrated, |
Cloth, $1.25,

Light for Daily Living, |
Studles in Character
Bullding. Y

By John Maclean, Ph.D.

Another volume in Dr, Maclean’s
admirable “ Books on the
Better Life” Series,

Cloth, 50¢. net.

BOOKS SUITABLE FOR
Our Latest Issues s oy

iliam Briggs, Publisher wennons %, Toronto

PRESENTS

Made
Merchant to
His Son,

By George Horace Lorimer.
Fditor of the Saturday Kvening Post,

Public Men and Publie
Life in Canada,

Rceollections of Parlia.
ment and the Press
(1853-1867),

By Hon, James Young,

The‘y form a mute‘r,p(ece of
America) ul

0D humor g sound | < )
tense.  The pages sparkle with || With Portraits and Illustrations,
brilliancies of wit and wisdom, | —;

h -« . 1.5,
If Moroeco 3.90,

Cloth, $1.25,

Beautiful Joe’s Paradise.

A Scquel to ‘“Beautiful
Joe,”

Mrs. Wiggs of the Cab-
bage Patch,

By Alice Caldwell Hegan,
One of the most gratifying liter-
Ary successes of the year,

4 success won on
its merits,

Cloth, 75e,

By Marshall Saunders,

These books, teaching, as they
do, kindness to animals and
care for helpless creatures,
do infinite good,

Cloth, $1.50,

Cha

Little Mother Meg.

racter Buildi

Addresses by
Booker T. Washington, %
Podm By Ethel Turner,
Author of « Seven Little All"l’l”lnl."
bl le,"" ete,

These addresses are selected e Family of Misru)

from those delivered by Mr,
Washington to the students of
the Tuskegee Institute, Full of
moral earnestness, broad com-
mon-sense and eloquence,

Cloth, $1.50,

lustrated,

Cloth, $1.00,

The Needle’s Eye,

Flower Legends and
Other Poems,

By Alma Frances McCollum,

By Florence M, Kinnuley.
Author of *Titus,'" « Payl," ggo,

A contribution of marked value The story has attrac ted wid

A s story o e

to ,"";dl,"e'“' ure of interest during its serial issue in
Canadian yerse, || the Saturday Evening Pogt,

Cloth, $1.50,

Cloth, gilt top, $1.00,

S. F. Huestis, Halifax, N.S.




THAT SOUVENIR mﬂlﬂ 'ﬂm Ovens are Modern, Hygienic, !voﬂutbg and dhnp,-u‘n
90 than any oﬁhc’ 0 stove on earth ? 1

THAT SOUVENIR- B8 ined. 6 01y Whoves contairiing Aerated Ovens?

THAT Aerated Ovens ﬁ ’M‘ wholesome and palatable ?

THAT hait the cooks’ l*u Joba 6 acoount of faulty ovens? ) L7 af

THAT the best housewite on'earth will Hhorten her lite and yours, t0o, if you will persit in using old methods
in the preparation of meals? . : 2

- You DO KNOwW

THAT cuisin Health, Tife—all wil be better with & BOUV] nuo ullwy d-wr-oq
your;om We can guarah um.bm:. Bﬂfm‘m lo:n Mon ﬁ
ble, strong,

;I.r'\‘

.'m.DE.N co‘,fu.a..;'
| m Wq W‘ O




