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Ten Minutes' Talk With the Worke

THE MINIMUM WAGE FALLACY

N the long-winded speech delivered by the
I Prime Minister last week you would perhaps
notice, if you read it, that the most he had to of-
fer us was a 48-hour week and a Commission of
Inquiry into the possibility of a Minimum Wage.

So far as the hours’ proposal is concerned, if
you are already working under the reduced work-
ing week you have doubtless become disillusioned
by this time and seen through the game. You can
now see that in the change of hours a double pur-
pose has been served. In the first instance, the
much-coveted one-break system, which employers
have tried to introduce for yvears, and which we
as strenuously resisted, has been introduced with
decided advantages all in our employers’ favor
On the other hand, in appearing to give us some-
thing for nothing—inasmuch as time-wages have
not bheen altered Thv}. have affected to redeern
their war-pledges.

Akin to this hours swindle is this other ‘gag’
of a Minimum Wage

very well do that so much of our life is absorbed

Knowing as our employers

in the getting of wages, and that our eternal quest
is for a measure of seenrity in our means of life:
knowing, further, that the demand for a minimum
wage is an old ery of labor organizations. they
reckon upon sweet words butterine our parsnips,
so to say, and by pretending to solve the wages
difficulty, cover up, or, at least. relieve the pres-
sure of inereased exploitation. Tt is perhaps as
well that you received a timely warning of the
fallacies lurking, behind this idea of a Minimum
Wage, lest you should be misled or deceived by
the specious arguments of those interested in
tricking us.
Value and Prices.

To begin with, you had better get fixed in your
mind how ‘‘value’’ and ‘‘prices,’”’ in general. are
determined. You can then apply the theory to
your own case, i.e., your commodity, labor-power
and you will see exactly where you are,

driefly stated, the law of value runs like this

,As the amount of labor socially necessary for the

production of any article inereases, its value rises:
while with every improvement or inerease in the
productive powers of labor, e.g. inereased ma
chinery, scientific appliances, organization in the
i’:x]m" ]H’mww\, ete., T}[(' \(n(‘i;th\' NEeces|ary anor re
quired, and, therefore, the time. is reduced. The
value of the commodity accordingly falls. Now the
price which an article fetches in the market always
fluctuates with changes in the relation of the sup
ply of and the demand for it—this relation being
influenced by the faeility with which things can
be produced. In the main the less time employed
the cheaper it can be sold, while the longer it
takes to produce it, the dearer it tends to become.

Having grasped that, you can readily see that

those manufacturers who possess up-to-date met
hods and produce on a big seale, will be able to
bankrupt those who work with backward methods
and are, therefore, compelled to take longer. In
addition to these factors. the lower the p"iw for
which you and T are compelled to work, the lower

will be the valne of the commodities ],m.d 1ced

On the other hand, every reduction that takes
place m the value of commodities generally de-
presses the value of our labor power, so that the
net result of cheapness means that you and I are
enabled to offer ourselves cheaper—a eircumstance
which has its driving force in the clamor for jobs

Wages Basis No Fixture.

Spread over a given period, however wages are
found to be lli«'(‘l_\' :uU!HYHf to the ]I;Il‘(iq‘lll;n' con-
ditions prevailing at the time. leaving us just as
much as enables us to get along, and no more. An
example of this is seen in a comparison of the
basis of wages presently ruling as compared with
pre-war rates

But since every improvement in the labor pro
cess brings about change, it follows that the
conditions upon which the minimum wages are
based can never be a fnxture, but must be different
from time to time

To leave the minimum wage alone or even at
tempt to enforce it at times may defeat the very

purposc X8 which the aect Was <1l\iL’l|l'tl That

PUTrPose as to arrest or cheek the results of capl
talist improvements.

From the foregoing we have seen that “‘im
drives those

provements’’ lower the value { goods:

5

who are unable to keep the pace into the ban)
ruptey court, and dumps a surplus of workers on
the market. In other words, renders possible a
permanent unemployed army. 1If, then, the Mini
num Wage Aet is not adjustable it is self-destruc-
tive. If it is adjustable, but only in well-defined
imits, we are still no better off. On this point
our war experience of the periodie revision of
res every four months should be sufficient to

1

form a pretty accurate opinion as to what hap-
pens An adverse decision given lv}' a biased
Judge, aggravated perhaps by weak advocates in
our defence, leaves us struggling with the hard
facts of wages being disproportionate to prices.
Yet since we are bound by the Act, we have to
move the whole State machinery before we ecan
get redress—a very difficult thifg to do

You may have noticed in all the controversy
of labor unrest, ete., how employers keep wailing
about being unable to fix contract prices bhecause
the uncertainty in the labor world. Now. if

the minimum wage wa adjustable to the auto-
matic changing of condition ‘ontraets could not
be easily arranged. But if definite period for

vision was fixed then the employers’ problem
vould be, at least. partially solved We know
that something like this ha ong been the aim of
ur industrial captains and their b iticiar And
vhen they talk to vou of comp arbitration
\\-]wi‘:'}‘ (CCommittees joint hoards 3] v','v;)in‘\'rr‘»
ind men, and all the other devices of ich a na-
ture, you can readily see they are simply fishing
for a 1.1.7.”7'1!”@"', to tie mns P In some way or
the other as will suit their mercenarv interests

Hence we may expeet that the Commi ion will
report somewhat on the lines of the periodic re
vision prineiple

A Point of Conflict
Here, then ill arise the point of conflict. The

rs m

W will undoubtedly Stpulate a certain  wage,

g 1t a penal offence to resist if ostensibly in
I interests, but since the unwritten law of con-
tinual change o improvement goes on in imlllstl'y

these

Wo laws must ever be at fisticuffs with each
other. Thus the problem is not solved ; it is mere-
ly. shifted

Instead of industrial peace or harmony, so called,
you can rest assured we are in for more trouble
than ever we have experienced yet. Trade Union
eaders will be divorced from their members, and
since our every movement will be State controlled,
ve are simply heading for the Servile State, with
its Trade Boards and othey paraphernalia

This problem of wages really resolvés itself into
@ question of how the many improvements flow-
mg from social progress can be made truly bene-
ficial to mankind as a whole instead of being the
irse they are at present to you and I, and the
ass to which we belong. To achieve that, how-
ever, as things are arranged today, is utterly im

possible.  Our employers know that. but they are

ve and keen enough to see that it is to their

terest to be continually having us chasing some

ill-o"the-wisp rather than leaving us to the
teachings of Socialism. which vould, in bringing a
tion, put an end to thei power and privileges

il i The Minimum Wage Aot as a

I nent solution to the wages problem is hound
he a failure ince it only juggles with and does
abolish the ages svstem Where it, on the
other hand, seeks to prevent ‘sweating,’’ it is
only a ““sop,”” and as such. if vou have any man-

hood at all, you will spurn it Only when we alter

the objects for which work is carried on today,

e, profit-making for a class, and 'lwml our ef

forts towards soecial well-being for all, can we
fablish a sure and lasting social peace

I'' B., in The Socialist ((Vasgow)

EDUCATIONAL CLASSES COMMENCE IN
VANCOUVER

Local No. 1 commences the forthecoming season
ol ed o classes ln‘\ h"l"lHL' its first ccono
mie ¢l; Sunday, Oect. 12, at 3 p.m. The text
hook \ bor and Capital On \\ul:m\n]u_\_
et | é X P the first hi tory class will be
held | i 1ot dm-]clul on yet

Thi ( ¢ ope to anyone, no matter
vhat I tical complexion may be Just

al d sit dow: No question asked The
classe ¢ held t the Local Il‘::<l'!A:vl7'¥'\ corner
of Du v and Pender. All comrades are asked
10 at a, « { 1he Md-tin ] ¢ luw‘,. 18
needed 1 K¢ ne ¢ ¢ etiective for young
tudent /) ’ ‘Let George do it.”’

It i expected that « ( wi 3T \':H'It-d in
North Vane { out yvancouver and New
Westminster [ 1 in those distriets
get together t1 titer over at a meet-

at the Var ) Headquarters on Sun

vy, Oct. 19 | in w t thi We ex

pect this seaso e the best That is why

e want the old-timers ¢ e hack Will ?h"_\

O arrange their affai ! ne ‘an give two or
three hours every Sund

the good of ”h(:

movement
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Professor I.eacock’s Socialism

Wl‘: must confess at the outset to being more
than - little out of patience with Mr
Leacock. We were of the opinion that in his last
week’s article he had displayed just about as much
ignorance of Socialism

and, indeed, of Sociology

m general, as one man could possibly contain with

in himself, and still .hang together. We half e
pected that his eriticism of Bellamy’s ‘‘Lookiyg
Backward,”” scheduled to appear in the “‘Daily
Provinee,”” of Oct 4, would be such as we should
find no great oceasion to attack. Inasmuch as we

have consistently and persistently pointed out that
such Utopias as the one Bellamy deseribes in his
book are by no means to be taken as representing
modern Scientifie Socialism, we would not have
been in the least put out, if Professor Leacock had
And had it been

casily could have heen

knocked it as flat as a pancake.
done scientifically-—as it
knowledge of the

by anyone possessing any real

matters involved—we would even have been

pleased
But what do we find on peérusing Mr. Leacock’s
chapter six; in which he essays to demolish Bel
We find that
and demolishing

'
lamy’s ideal commonwealth? far

from

completely

attacking it scientifically
so far as its sociological value is con-
failed to

all. The arguments he advances against it are so

cerned—he has signally demolish it at
feeble, so obviously inadequate, that his whole at-
tack upon it amounts in effect to an endorsation.

He says, for instance, regarding the structure
of Bellamy’s Commonwealth; ‘““Can such a thing,
or anything
work ?

conceived in its likeness, possibly
The answer is and must be absolutely and
emphatically no.”” Brave words, my masters. We
are tempted to suggest to Mr. Leacock that it is
only the “‘little learning’’ whiech would dare to be

80 positive on such a question.

’

As,a matter of

fact, Mr. Leacock misses the point entirely. Our-
selves, we are inclined to think that such a
stenr as Bellamy describes would work.
our knowledge and experience extends, we know
of no reason why it should not work, providing
society could be organized in such a system. And
ten words—lies the point
that, apparently, has completely eseaped Mr. Lea-

8Y-
So far as

therein—in those last
The point is that society does not permit
to anybody’s
Leacock's

cock.
according
Edward Bellamy'’s or

itself to be organized
plan
or anybody elses.
of growth and development and they can grow
pace than the intel-
lectual development of society and other material
conditions permit. ‘““Man does not make his his-
tory out of the whole cloth but out of such ma-
terials as he finds ready to hand” (Marx.) That,
in brief, is the argument which effectually puts
Bellamy'’s ‘‘Looking Backward’’ completely out
of the running so far as any sociological value is
concerned.

Professor
Fconomic systems are a matter

and develop at no faster

But the whole of Mr. Leacock’s objections to it
may be summed up in that phrase which seems to
have become a habit with him-—‘Tt won’t work."”
Let us see, then, why, according to Mr. Leacock
it won't work. If he were concerned only with
reaching and stating his conelusion in the fewest
what it

possible words we have no doubt as to

.‘“

12

would be. won’t work because it is Socialism

so there We can almost imagine we hear him
saying it—and stamping ‘his foot to give it em

phasis.

press, one is under the necessity of filling a cer-

Jut when one is writing for the capitalist

tain amount of if one expeects the agreed
upon Mr need
take several tentative bites at the cherry. It would
not do the
Bellamy’s commonwealth in so brief and, to him

““space”’

remuneration. So Leacock must

for him to prove unworkableness of

we may be sure, so agreeable a manner. That
would result in a shrinkage of the pay check
’

By C. K

whicl ould nost disconcerting. So he must
needs go at it in a more roundabout and diffuse
manner-—which he does for about two whole
columns

And the gist of it all is that Bellamy’s system
vould not w because it relies upon elected of-
ficials for its administration. And elected officials
are dishonest ey are biassed, they are incom
petent, they are corrupt. They are so now and
consequently they would be under 3ellamy’s sy-
tem Truly a wonderful argument, an argument
worthy of-—shall we say of a Leacock? The good

professor has the
a change in the methods of produe-
wealth
ponding change in the form and nature of social
institutions Now

the commonwealth of Edward Bellamy, which Mr.

admitted in a forier chapter
|H'i|u'i]':v that

tion and distribution of causes a corres-

ind a change in men’s ideas.

l.eacoel 18 t"l"l";/ih’; i\ a state of .\‘ll"l"’v\' il\ \‘.‘Ilit‘h

a change in the methods of production and dis-
fribution is assumed to have taken place. Con-
sequently, those material conditions' which now
environ society, which encourage the election of

inmnln]n tents
them to b«

to administrative office, which cause
biassed in their judgment, which lure
them, nay often drive them to corrupt practices-
those very conditions also are necessarily assumed
to be absent. Notice that word .‘assumed.’’ There-
in lies the whole point. ‘In Bellamy’s hook, cer-
assumed to have taken place.
That is the premise upon Bellamy
skillfully and very logically, it must be admitted,

tain changes are
which very
Mr. Leacock, never think-
ing to question this premise, which is obviously
the most questionable part of the whole business,
proceeds to attack Bellamy’s very skillfully and
And the arguments
advances against it are so timeworn, so

built his whole edifice.

logically built superstructure.
which he
threadbare, as to hardly be worth anyones time
nowadays to rebut. As a matter of fact, there is
Mr. Leacock’s arguments which Bel-
lamy does not anticipate and effectually dispose
of in the very hook which Mr. Leacock is eriticiz-
Anyone reading both Bellamy’s ‘‘Looking
's eriticism of it, ean

not one of

ing

I}m-l\\\ ard,”’ and Mr. Leacock

"not escape the suspicion that Mr. Leacock is weak

in the, head
As a matter of fact, however, we are not—nor
need any Soecialist be——greatly concerned in de-
fending Bellamy’'s book against the onslaughts of
Mr.
ing Backward’ does not in
modern Secientific Socialism.

As we have already stated ‘‘Look-
any way represent
It is a deseription of
a very desirable Utopia some think
Others are not % sure—and as such has nothing

Lvnmwk.

a Utopia

whatever to do with modern Socialism. We are
concerned. however, as Socialists, with Professor

Leacock as a critic of Soecialism, aud a writer on
We are concerned with his quali-
fications for the office. And we do not find them
to be for his self-imposed task.
Not only is he apparently quite ignorant of what
modern Socialism really is, but he has proved him-
self quite discredit that
peculiar hoteh-poteh of befuddled nonsense which

social problems

such as fit him

unable to effectively

he imagines to be Socialism. He is in the position
of a man who is unable to knoek down the dummy
What kind of ‘‘de-
lusion of grandeur’ is this that Mr. Leacock suf-
fers that he should imagine himself fitted
to discourse publicly on social problems in such
eritieal times as these.

which he himself has set up.

from,

There is, however, one point, to which Mr. Lea-
cock takes frequent occasion to refer, upon which
we are, to a certain extent, completely at one with

him. We have reference to the impending danger

of social chaos. We also fear this. But we be-
lieve, indeed we are confident, that it can be
-

averted by the dissemination of knowledge; know-

ledge of the laws of social (l('\'(_‘l!l]”ut‘llt. know-
ledge of the’ basic defects in the present social
structure, and the commonsense use of that know-
edge Mr. Leacock apparently believes that it
can be averted by ignoring the present ecritical
tate of affairs, by being thankful that the capi-
talist machine “‘i its own poor clumsy fashion
does worl and, above all, by setting our faces
resolutely against any suggestion of ‘‘State owner-

ship of Publiec Utilities.”’
It is

not our funetion to advocate ‘‘State’’

We

u'.\,wlﬁ"]lip

know, if Professor Leacock does
not, that suech is not Socialism. But we know,
also, that there are ecertain ‘‘Vested Interests’’ -
whick are very much afraid of State Ownership.
And while we are not p)'d-;»:ll‘t'tl to state that Mr.
Leacock is being paid by them to write what he
has written, we are of the opinion that, if Mr.

Leacock had not written as he has. it would have
been ne cessary for those same Vested Interests to
have employed some literary prostitute to write

Mr,

Sumnfing up the whole of his chapters on the
Unsolved Riddle”’

pressed }»_\

very much as Leacock has written.

to date, we not at all im-
knowledge Mr
He is, we understand, a
If his
mies throughout his series are to be taken as typi-
what he

are

the amount of real

[.eacoel

has lli\])f;tl\'('ll_

professor of economies remarks on econo-

cal of believes and teaches, then all we
can say is that he is either woefully ignorant or
absurdly biassed. There is not one of the per-
plexities whieh baffle him in this field which ean
not be solved by the application of the Marxian
theory. But Mr. Leacock, apparently, has never
heard of any such theory, or if he has, he keeps
the knowledge locked tight within his breast. His
knowledge of the laws of social development ap-
pears to be practically nil. Once in a while, it
is true, he happens, as if by accident, to stumble
upon tQe correet answer to some minor question,
but, generally speaking, he just muddles along in
a.more or less aimless fashion.

As we have previously remarked, Mr. Leacock
is better known to us as a humorist than as a so-
ciologist. He has written not a few very funny

But we doubt if he will ever write any-
more quaintly humorous, more infinitely
ridienlons than ““The Unsolved Riddle of Social
Justice.’ < K

stories.
thing

INDIA UNDER BRITISH RULE.

The press reported that the Vieeroy’s Couneil
of India had ecarried with enthusiasm an address
of loyal devotion to the King. At the same sit-
ting, sixty questions were asked by the Indian
members regarding the Government’s oppression
in the Punjab. In the replies it was stated that
in connection with the riots, 852 persons were
tried, 103 sentenced to death, 265 transported for
life, 104 sentenced to prison for terms of over
three years, and 365 to forfeiture of property. As
a consequence of pressure from Mr. Montagn. the
executions were limited to 18, 488 sentences were
reduced. and 332 fTorfeitures remitfed. A young
Indian University student who drew mv attention
to this news execlaimed, ““There vou Qr;n only the
but underneath them. to H¢‘ who
best eduneated
and most revered leaders, the very brain and heart
of the for Indian freedom.”’ In last
week’s Tndia T notice that a list is given of news-
papers suppressed in India between Mareh 1 and
July 14 of this The is headed ““The
Daily Sup-press.”” as well it might he During
that period action was taken acainst 53 jonurnals

1 P
cold ficures

know.. there lie the names of our

ovement

vear list

that is one every two days.—Labor T.eader T.on-

don.
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THE LOWER ORDERS. ‘ G d w N d d G Od
00ds Yve Need an 004as
The Rev. Dr. Eaton. writing to the Times from
the land of multi-millionaires, is greatly concern- RUSSIA.

ed at the prevailing spirit of labor unrest

land. The

their latest achievement :

in Eng-

ruling classes have just completed

a4 world-war, lasting five
yvet ended.

upon

years, and not “"Spending money for

five non-productive
the Rev. Dr
our ruling classes do The Rev. Dr. Eaton admits
that they a somewhat helpless condition.
The remedy lies solely with the worker. It is
The duty of the worker
Having been put by their rulers for
the last five years to the

years fifort’’ is how

Eaton describes it What more can
are in
now the worker’s turn.
is plain.
‘‘non-productive work’’
of murdering one another, they are now, unless
they want to see their ruined, to
again to ‘‘plain, every-day work.”’

for

rulers return
Take coal,
““The only way to get coal is to
dig it out of a mine.”” The Rev. Dr. Eaton ean
Let the miner cease troubling
wages, housing econditions, and

The Rev. Dr. Eaton is shocked
that such selfish considerations. at such a time,
If the Rev
were a working man, he tells us. he

instance.

gee no other way.
himself about
hours of labor.
should enter into the miner’s head.
Dr. Eaton
would be ashamed to ‘‘think of asking for a six-
hour day, surrounded by an entaglement of legis-
lative safeguards for fear lest 1 got a smooch of
coal dust on my nose or soiled my fine linen by
sweat.”” The American miner’s output, Dr. Eaton
tells us, is that of the

One presumes Dr. Eaton
Possibly the English
~while
Maybe
dust’’ on

““three times”’ English

miner’s output knows
what he is talking about.
miner’s habit of wearing ‘“‘fine linen’
sweating in a coal mine gets in his way
that ‘““smooch of
his nose also interferes with the output. The Rev.
Dr. Eaton, who is all out for removing ‘‘ill-will”’
g |

working

worrying abont coal

between the classes, proceeds thus: man who

must be protected by law from more

than six hours a day (down a ought
not to He unf,[hl to be L"HY'}J(‘I] in
petticoats and have a nurse to stand between him

coal mine)

wear trousers.
and the rude realities of a work-a-day world.”
If a child die of pneumonia this winter, because
the English miners are willing to work for “only
a few hours a day,’”” the death of that child, ow-
ing to the dearness of coal, will lie at the door
of the Miners’ Union. The the
royalty-owner, the ship-owner (whose profits dur-
ing the war have been multiplied by six,) the
railway and the other
middlemen standing between ¢he coal at the pit’s
mouth and the child dying of pneumonia in $ts
distant slum, can of course only shed a tear. ‘‘Let
us take on faith,”’ Rev. Dr. Eaton
Let the miner ““work for England.”’—Jerome K
Jerome, in “Common Sense.”’

mine-owner.

shareholder, half-a-dozen

counsels the

Propaganda Meeting, Empress Theatre rmer
Sunday. R

Gore avenue and Hastings street
Doors open at 7:30 p.m.

STARVED IN CROWDED CELLS.

Treatment of Soviet Prisoners.

}

I"‘[)’II’IH of the execesses

Berne, Sunday.—Serious

committed by the Hungarian ecounter-rev: utionary
Government on the thousands of Socialists who at
present fill their prisons have been received by the
Budapest ‘‘Respublica.’”’

It is stated that the prisoners have been cast in-
diseriminately without food into little cells, where
None of the

violence alleged against the previous Soviet Gov-

a0t 4
acis 01

they are dying of hunger.

ernment (says the message approach the tortures

which are being inflicted daily by the so-called
Democratic Government of Friedrich, which is re-
garded as simply the ferocious tool of the Italian
Government.

talian Socialists have made a vigorous protest
against the action of their Government in giving
assistance to the massacres and outrages which are
being carried out.

I'he war waged by ¢ Allies owed u

TITRIIL nse gnanuty ol ' IVihg es 1€
«ountry Their blockads separates the country
trom the entire world and condemns it to a lack
Ol eve ry kind \‘\1 machiner nd ind 1strial pro
tucts which are absolutely ecessary for ormal
cconomie life All the workers all the peasants

,-H.H‘!.\ see that the \iu'!n'"\ o 1h counter-revolu

tionists can only aggravate the situation enormous-

ly. and add to the hunger and to the ack of

every-

thing, the anxiety of the White Terror and of
political and economic reactior It is on this feel-
ing that the general action of the people is based
a1 bresent.

The intervention of English mmperialissm  in

Furkestan and the resulting impossibility to ex-
port cotton, have ruined a cotton country which
the the
The irrigation in that country will soon be in such

must be counted among richest in world

a wretched condition that the eultivation will be-
come im;n-\\ilvilu Illr case i\ \ilnii:!l ill ”ll' ("au-
casus, here the petroleum industry has been
ruined by the English. At Baku alone the pet

roleum stores amount to three million tons. Owing

. The Russian Adventure

The

tinguished

London *““Daily Express,”’ which has dis-

iselt by its independent' eriticism of
the Government’s policy in Russia, has now laid

hands on a document of

formidable significance

which General Ironside,

commander-in-chief at

This is an “interview’’

our Archangel, is alleged

to have given on June 1 to an official of the
anti-Bolshevik “‘Provisional Government of North
Russia.””  As the interview was apparently pub
lished in least one  Russian newspaper, the
“Russki Sever,” and thence quoted in ‘“‘an of
icially ereated journal intended for free distri
bution among the British troops,’’ ‘the presump
tion of its genuineness is strong, though it does

amount to proof. Aeccording to the report

the Interview, General Ironside flatly contra

dicted the repeated ssertion of Mr Churehill
id the War Office that they have never had
other intention than to evacunate North Rus

1a with all possible speed General Ironside, if

correctly reported. unfolded a vast programimse

Russia, heginning with the

.'I.‘"]

centre and the south’’ of Rus

conquest in cap
of Petrograd

the

sia Dismissing all idea of «

fure n_w.i',g on to "M‘I'iull\ mea

sures against
vacuation, he said
““Our shipping facilities are no
which hefore

Mesopotamia, ete,

reinforeced hy
Africa
and during the snmmer every
brought to Ar-

\)Qi[b\ were ['1:11;;"4 l] ','uy'

thing which we 1'(-t!||irv will he

changel.”” Now, as this iz the direct ¢ verse of
vhat Mr. Churchill declares to have been our
policy on June 1 and at evervy other date this
vear, either General Tronside was ther mutinous-

M:

frankly

lv H]»lm\irl'_' the Im]i"\ of his countrv or elge

Churchill was not stating that poliey

There is no denving the existence « widespread
suspicion that certair ]'~Y"EL’HI" 3 Are "".;lltj 1o
‘omplete our national bankruptev by dragging
18 into a great and Jong ar against extreme

Socialism in Russi; Manchester Guardian,
\'rr',? ]‘:’

““TEN DAYS THAT SHOOK THE WORLD,’
By John Reed

John Reed was in Russia during the B eviki
Revolution and this book records hi bservations
He is a journalist, thus a trained observer hut be-
sides this he had the advar tage of understanding
the historical nature of the forces zt work Price,

$2.- Postage paid

PAGE THREE

the

the prohibition by FKunglish of exportation,
lormous quantities
Kolchak army

e, 1n

are being lost.

The which we have beaten to a

that
river Kama. In
the White Guards have flooded

IS retreat destroyed 219 vessels

had fallen into thei hands on the

he Donetz basin,

e mnes. In spite of extremely unfavorable cir-
imstances, in spite of the barbarous methods of
the counter-revolutionists who are fighting us, the
rotoinie situation of Soviet Russia is sound. Al
hope of disposing of us by exhaustion is absolute-

V groundless. The

war waged by the Allies against
Russia and the economie blockade will not only
mtlict irremediable imjguries on Russia, but also
on all " the other countries of Europe,  Russia,

vhich before the war was furnishing foreign coun-

tries with certain raw materials, has been aceum-
ulating, within the last year, important stores of
such materials, Thus, more than 200,000 tons of
flax, 100,000 tons of hemp, of the old harvest, are
at the disposal of the economic  organs of the
Soviet. Government, The new harvest promises to
be superabundant and to afford an even greater

irplas for
'|)|<‘!‘\

bristles,

exclmnges with foreign countries.
still great quantities of leather, furs,
metals, not to the

reconstruetion of

are
mention
the
edifices lh-\!l‘«l.\!‘tl ‘r_\ the war.
v believes that the

find the means to foree their

Governments to raise the blockade of

wood which

Europe so mueh needs for
Soviet Russia firm-

workers of Kurobean coun-

tries will NEeCOSKATY
Russin and

to put a stop henceforth to the anarchic destrue-
tion of her rviches, as well as of those of the coun
tries which ar economically dependent on her

\t the end of this message, the \‘im'-]nl't'si

dent of the Supreme Couneil of National Eco
omy, Milyutin, has added a statement on the
i':'['nr!- which

hich

aminary

Russia may require and of

the Soviet

Government has made Hi

e most important machines

requirements are
kinds particularly

Although the

agricultural implements

imdustry of Soviet Russia is attempt-

g to inerease its production of agricultural im

plements and machines. 80 per cent, of the number

equired may still be filled by importations from
..\’H.‘H'

On the other hand. the Government is at present
concentrating in its hands thre thousand fae
tories selected from those which are 1most im
portant, representing from the point of view of
production, 90 per cent. of the industry. These
enterprises  are in a,sad state, as for instanc
those « T th':"rnh‘t'hnin';lf ':r'mu‘lu‘m the H'illl'\,
nd mher of textile combines. each including
{ ) 10 eoncerns. The national industry has
in its possession a sufficient quantity of raw ma
terial except in the matter of cotton. As far as
the machines are conee rned, as well gs replacing

detached parts and accessory materials, its needs

aceo

ding to the plan drawn up by the Supreme

Council of National Beonomy, would amount to 25
milli Is o hle The Russians also feel a lack
of medi ents and of chemical préducts of other
kind of  automobile motor Thus
Soviet R 1ith 1ts centralized and organized
nat | Y ottt I 111 €11 8¢ market for
inte tic exchange .

( Fre emarks on this subject

These tate ent are just the A'-,irlvl‘vt we r.:rwf
At the momsé Europe, ruined by the war, is
experienci ¢ reatest diffieulty in coming to
ife. o 1 o) | poverty, it is ahsolute

i he natural resources of Rus
1a But roverning elasses do not need to
ol p t} o8t I' common sense nor
hose of the pub nterests they have proved
this b { e with which 1}u“_'. have per
mitted the iin of the small holders of Russian
loans, hi the ntinne ]m'in} \'ulhl.\' devoted
to the serviee the big ecapitalists with invest-
nents in Russi: i, Y
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SATURDAY OCTOBER 11, 1919
This is the last time, this paper will be issued
mder the name of the “Red Flag.”” A change
of name has been made necessary because orders
have bheen issued by the Post Office Department
on advice of the Department of Justice that the
‘Red Flag’’ must not be handled in the mails
We shall publish as usual, but under another
nanie According to a London, England, News
Despateh, the King is expeeted to sign the Peace
Treaty and that formal Proclamation of Peace
will follow. Unless otherwise provided against,
all special war-time orders-in-council under the
War Measures’ Aet should become nul!l and void

able to publish the

Anyway

In that may be
< Western

show,

case we

(Mlarion’’ again time will

The Season Is Now Here
for Educational Classes

N from, O.
I (. Proletarian

University, the
headquarters of Detroit, Michigan
This letter is a reply to a communication
him by the Vancouver
requesting information on the nature of the
eational program and the methods for carrying
it out adopted by the organiation which Comrade
readers will study his

column we publish a letter
the

which

another
Johnson, of
are in
sent to
No. 1,

edu

secretary of lLocal

Johnson belongs to. Our
reply and consider how some such method can be
put into operation in Canada. Correspondence is
invited on this matter. In the meantime we urge
all locals, that have not already done so, to start
as soon as possible and also all other comrades

and readers wherever they may be to start classes

or study eclubs on Marxian economies, and also
on the Materialistic Coneception of History. For
economics we recommend ‘‘Wage-Labor and

Capital,”” “Value, Price and Profit,”’ and for a
more exhaustive study on the subjeet, ‘‘Capitalist
Production.”” All of these are by Marx. For the
Materialistic Coneception of MHistory, we recom-
mend ““Socialism, Utopian and Scientifie,’
Tngels, and the .‘Industrial History of England.”
by H. De B. Gibbins.
literature advertisement.

In connection with the good and welfare of the
elasses and of students liberal space
will be allowed in the party paper for essays and
the subjeets of

"

by

For the price of these, see

generally,

for questions and answers on

study. Tt is hoped that advantage will be taken
of this offer. We have knowledge that some
unions of organized labor have already started
classes for the study of economies. This is a

sign of a healthy interest in social problems which

we hope will spread. Socialists should use their
influence in this direetion
One lesson above all others, that recent events

in Canada and in other parts of the world must
have impressed upon intelligent
that is the need for a wider spread of education
on the economies of the capitalist system of pro-

every ﬂh\‘(‘r\' er,

duction among the working class. All the most
pressing problems of today are economic prob-
Jems, and have their basis in the Capitalist Strue

COMMUNIST PARTY

.\]l"' 1Za

Of the State of

Arbor, Micl

October 2, 1919

Fast

anada

Vancouver, B. (.

Dear Comrade

Your maquir relative to oul

tiona inda seem to us to bhe Just

l,ru;}m‘,’

L.enin called it "the most form oOf re

practical
olutionary aectivity,’ See the Proletarian Re-
177,
especially at
duected

Hi\t'l'\i?}' ol

olution in article ol iy 1 17

Dual Authori

(O classt are 01

in the
this time.

direction
America,’”’ with
Detroit. Al

under the
of the ““Proletarian 1|
}‘:J‘lq‘u.xl"n at 174 A\Ei"iliﬁ.{i“l

ident,

tary (Classes of diffe

avenue,
John

kinds

Renner being pre and Keracher, secre-

rent and degrees are

established in Detroit and #other place locals

from the
is the

receiy ng a charter
with the P. U. of A
Detroit,
holds

clagses, ete There is now a

establishing classes
i [ of A
Proletarian (

associated

which meets at the

141} ¢
D ol

SA T 'r-'mlvpm!'f’.‘ discussions, lectures,

Club in
the

Proletarian

(‘leveland, also, and it is hoped to extend

club idea m the same way that the classes have
bheen organized, wherever there is a center large
enough to ike. the activities of such a ¢club
significant I'he Proletarian is the organ of the
University, and all three of these institutions
club, U'niversity and magazine—are intimately as
sociated, although distinet in organization, char-
acter and function.

The membership of the clubs and study classes
is not restricted to party members, but all are
welcome to join who are in sympathy with the
objects. Many union men join these classes for

purposes of study who would not join any party,
at first
The Labor and
(‘apital and More

developed eclasses study the Communist Manifesto,

Wage,

: .
Economies.

elementary classes study

Shops Talks on

Value, Price and Profit, and Socialism, Utopian
and Scientific. Advanced eclasses study Marx’s
Capital, especially the first nine chapters and

certain other parts. Those in the Advanced classes

elementary classes where
this
English grammar was held, to assist So-
connected with the
elass is being conducted by
teachers of Socialist study

in which two hours are spent, as follows:

are (‘\IN‘('N'nl to teach

ever possible . For a time summer, a
class in
cialist speakers and writers
Club. At
John
1".’I\\1‘\.
The
lems and questions which Socialists have to meet,
the second utilized in half hour shifts,

during which members of the class teach the class

present a
Keracher for

first hour is used in discussing knotty prob-

hour is

from some classie, as the Communist Manifesto,
each taking turn, and two members getting the
practice each meeting of the eclass. Following

this there is a short period of eriticism, in which

all comment on the methods of the two student

ture of Society. The solutions to these problems

are also economic ones. let us get down to it
and boost these classes along. The individualist
is satisfied if he knows, but the Socialist must

The case
both by

share his knowledge, must pass it along.

for Socialism needs good advocates, voice

and pen Being based on the rock of seience, it
thus demands presentation in a sound and scien-
tifiec manner

Build up your educational classes and study

clubs, and will

under
away

ielp one another to higher
levels of and in the clash of de-
bate wear misconeeptions and false ideals
All the old Socialist horses are appealed

to come forward this educational and
their knowledge and experience to this
movement.

you

standing,

war
season
tribute
educational

teachers, either favorably or adversely, to stimu-

ate 1mprovement.

method of conducting a class is as follows:
Alter opening the class period,
upon

the teacher calls
student to read a paragraph or two.
Then the teacher reads it again, and questions the
student who read it, then questions others, upon
read. If necessary he explains it him-

some

the passage

self, before going on to

the next. In this way
every part of the text is read twice. A class
hich works conscientiously can ih this wav

thoroughly master a classic in two or three months

and similarly read several during the winter.

The teachers in the P. U. of A. insist on using
as texts the original Marxian works, as mentioned
above. No diluted or ‘“‘simplified”’ book on So-
clalism ecan take the place of these. So-called
simplified books on Socialism. op liberal books
“leading up’’ to the originals. afways require

much reading to get a little knowledge, and are

sure to contain material and teach ideas which
must be gotten rid of later. Marx’s and Engels’
works are written dialectically, and are there-
fore pedagogically the best to use as texts. Fur-
thermore, it is necessary that students get the
habit of consulting the authorities. There are
too many “‘Socialists’’ in the country who re-
ceived their knowledge (?) at Hw'nm;l hand.

Other books used as texts by our classes are
Dietzgen’s Essays and Boudin’s Theoretical Sy-
stem of Karl Marx, also the Critique of l‘()]ifil'..‘n;
Eeconomy

[ suggest that you write also to John Keracher
for information. 512 Dix avenue, Detroit, Mich.,

also to A. J. MeGregor, editor of the Proletarian
174 Michigan avenue, Detroit. for information
Ask the latter for those copies of the Proletarian

which contain information relative to the P. U.
of A Fraternally,
OAKLEY JOHNSON.
P. 8. Several of the students in the classes are

conducting Economies in
the

classes

classes on the unions,

itself. 1In
in operation practically
every day of the week, especially Sunday, perhaps

several

\ulm'\\lm'

Detroit,

apart from University

there are

going on at'the same time.

For the Defence

‘.\mwl money ahd make all cheques payable to
A. S. Wells, B. C. Federationist, Labor Temple. Van-
couver, B. C.

Collection agency for Alberta: A. Broatch, 1203
Fighth avenue east, Calgary, Alta.

Central Collection Ageney: J. Law: Secretary,

Defence Fund, Room 1, 530 Main St..

Winnipeg.

Because of diserimination against contributors,
whose names have heen published as
moneys for the defénce fund,

future will be made by mail.

sending in
acknowledgment in

NOTES ON ECONOMICS.

The wealth of those societies in which the r‘apl-

talist method of production prevails consists of a
vast accumulation of ecommodities, the unit be-
ing a single commodity. Our investigation there-
fore commences with the analysis of the com-
odity Marxs’ Opening Remarks in Capital.)

* = L E
What Is a Commodity?
1) An external object.
2) Satisfies some human want.
3) Is a produet of labor.

1 Is not consumed by ?}10 rodu(‘or ie iq
A p y &6., M
produced for exchange.
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Consideration of the Term
“Use-Value” in Economics

[1L.

years o1 last century, the

N the early
\.-huu; of

having est

economists; Ricardo and the rest

ablished the labor

theory of value—that

commodities exchange on the basis of the relative

quantities of labor necessary for their {H‘Hi’n"““h

as the foundation of their System 1t was not
long before the natural and inevitable conelusions
were draw by the Socialists of that time If 1t
b ( 1tted, they !:_‘lli'll that all values are
created by labor, then it follows that to the labor-

er should the produet belong and that rent i

terest and profit merely represented so muel
spoliation of the laborer This process of eritieism
culminated in the work of Marx and his schoo
who set on a firmer basis the work of Ricardo.
and elaborated the theory of exploitation set fort

m ““Capitdl”” and other works. Now. I am
prepared to say to what extent the faet is due
to the instinet of self-preservation on the part of
the ";1'?”:1H\1 class, but it is si(_fni]’i:';ml that about
the same time—the latter half of last cent ITY
there became apparent an evident desire to set
aside the labor theory of value and a determined
effort was made to hase value on utility

Now, it is obviously impossible base value o1
use-value as this was originally understood. There
1s no getting over the faet that, for instance

diamond ranl

s highest and water or bread lowest
in the scale of (See ““Red I"]:(f:‘ No. 35

«‘The commodities, says Marx, is
evidently an act characterized by a total abStrac-

tion from use-value.”’

values

( \l"h;:’l‘:" “f‘

This

difficulty was avoided, in appearance at
least, by the theory of ‘““Final’’ or ‘‘Marginal’’
utility, in which the factor of scarcity is added

to that of utility.
quantity depending

Flag,”” No. 36.)

variable
((Rl"{

This makes utility a

upon searcity. (See

This particular stage in the proceedings—the

transition from utility to exchange value—is, in
the orthodox economists, only effected by the
most extraordinary contortions. Prof. Charles

Gide, of Paris, sorrowfully admits in his hook that
‘this theory, which seems so clear so long as we
are speaking of individual value— wvalue in use,
as the older economists called it—hecomes muel
more involved when we come to explain value in
exchange, and, onlv

explaining it by a tour de foree of abstractior

as we shall see, suecceeds

In brief, this is how the trick is done "
factor of scarcity which, on the one hand
been added to utility can be linked up o
other to the law of supply and demand

simply stated, is that market prices will vary a
cording to the quantity,
any

(scarcity or otherwise
one kind on
then identify exchange-
are.

As H. M.
““The

of goods of the market. You
value with price and

you

declares (see the
of Final Utility’’ in his

Hyndman
Futility

essav.

Final DOOK

on the ‘“‘Economies of Socialism’’) the whole thing
is ‘‘neither more nor less than the old theory of
supply and demand with a veil over its face

persisted in because of the apologeti

and is only I

value it is supposed to possess.
observed that

possibly on aceount

It is to be really authoritative

of that sen

vriters

cency and honesty that goes with the true scien-
1ifiw.\piri?. are not nearly so cocksure about tl
doctrine as one would gather from t-bo
written for popular bourgeois con n F
instance, this from Prof. John R ns, of
Indiana University :—‘‘The theory (of value
based primarily on the work of the Austria
economists Boehm-Bawerk and the rest But

}
the Austrians, in simply holding that value de

pends upon Usefulness and

SQeareity. have

wothing to the classical dogma of Demawd and
Supply, except the mere conception of Marginal
Utility This is a serviceable conception, but it
dees not help us out of the dogmatism and logo
machy of the older doetring By the way, this
wan Commons' book on ‘The distribution of
ealth’’ is worth reading. Here. for example, is
his staiement of the law of prices. It will fill ip

nothing else.

Space 1f

‘The price of a commodity is determined by

expenses of production of the most

This

expensivi

rt of the customary supply supply

detern )n(w] i\_\ the l‘(']il“\l power possessed by

the different \‘n-n])('l‘nlillg ]H'Mllh‘ii\l' factors of

iting their share of the total product relative

the wants and resources of society Cost of
coineides with,

the

duetion and partly determines
the

,\lulll)lml)'

expenses in case of marginal savings of

apitalists, Marginal laborers, and all

ireely competing laborers.”’ This statement is
given without full endorsement, but will be i
teresting to those following the ilt‘\'(‘|llplm'nt of
economic science and for the others it will sebfve
a sample of the terminology, T had almost said
argon, i which modern economies is couched
I can already hear yon saying: «‘This stuff
isn’t elear yet.”” T know it: It is my experi-
ence that luecidity is not a characteristic of

writers on economies. I am, I must confess,
timost persuaded that obscurity is a part of
the game

GEORDIE

OUR LITERATURE.

The

Communist Manifesto, at the rate of &8 per
100. Single copies 10 cents.
Manifesto of the Socialist Party of Canada
per 100. Single copies 10 cents
Slave of the Farm $6 per 100 Single COpi
10 cents
I'he Present Economic System, by Professor W. A
Bonger . %6 per 100 Single copies 10 cent
ilism, Utopian and. Scientifie Single copics
15 cents. $13 per 100

Jlll'l
10 cents

Wage Labor Capita $% per 100. Single

x]»il S

Capitalist Produetion, being the first nine chapters
of Vol Marx’s Capital Single copies, paper
cover, 50 cents; ecloth bound, $1.00.

‘Ten Days That Shook the World,”’ By John

Reed—$2.10.

Kolchak, Autocrat and Tyrant. The actual story

of Kolehak and his methods told by an American

official recently returned from Siberia. With
this is included, Anti-Bolsheviks and Mr Spargo,
by William Hard. Taken. with apologies. from
the July 9 ““New Republie”’ $6 per 100 10

cents per single copy

‘Industrial

Gibbens—$1.50

History of England,”’ By H. De B.

‘Si “«l’ Mont} ] Rus a J’- lv‘ﬂln‘i-"
$2.10

cents }r"{ pfn_‘\T.
Postage Paid
Make all Money Stephenson,

401 Pender Street Bast, Vancouver, B. O

Orders payable to C

Articles are desired on the Socialist Pl

ir‘ the

1losophyv
or on current events interpreted

principles.

ight of its

I ——————y
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THE CAUSE OF LABOR UNREST

) ederationist of Oct. 3.

had an in-
torming article taken from the ‘Statesman’’ -on
the cause of unrest in Canada, and on the late
strike 1 “1"'”": m particular After a eon-

sideration of

produced

statistics on the total

wages

value of goods
and the

mvested capital over several vears, the

was «"not

the amount of

returns

writer
comes to the econclusion that 1t a revolu-

tion, Sovietism or Bolshevism which lay at the
bottom of the labor unrest in \\i!mi}n-g It was
t onsciousness that they, the laboring people,
were gradually drifting down the scale in the
grip of forees they could not check and could not
understand Quoting census figures. he savs
1900, Canada produced goods to the

le of $481530,375. In the same year, wages

d salaries amounted to $113,249.350. Salaries
ind wages, therefore amounted to 235 per cent
of the total value of the product produced.’’ (It
vill thus be noted that the capitalist class as a

hole 1900 exploited the working class to the
ine of more than 300 per cent The writer con-
tinues "Applying the same test to the year
1910. we find labor received only 20.6 per cent.
of the total produet in the form of salaries and
wages. In 1917, the share of labor declined to 19.4
per cen This means that labor received approxi-
mately 4 per cent. less of the produet in 1917 than
m 1900 Iour per ecent. represents, on the total
produet of 1917, an item, approximately of %120,
000.000 In other words, if we had paid the
working people of Canadian industry a share of
the produet produced in 1917, as we were paying
i 1900, the wage hill of Canada should have been
$120,000,000 more than it was On the
other hand, “If capital had had returns in 1917
at the same rate as in 1900, its share would have
heen $221,000,000 less than it was '’ (According
to the figures, there has evidently been, as might
have heen expeeted, an inerease of

productivity

between 1900 and 1917 “Or,” he

inereasing its the

says, if in-

stead of share amount coming

to ecapital had declined in the same ratio as labor’'s
share declined, there would have bheen $£340.000 -
000" less to eapital than what actually went to
capital in the year 1919."

Weo take from the ““Labor Gazette for Sep

tember, this year, issued by the Canadian Depart-

ment of Labor, thé following figures on the in-
crease in the cost of living. Those who read may
caleulate whether their real wages, that is, theip
purchasing capacity, has kept pace with the in-

erease in life’s necessities. The the

all the items ordinarily enter-
budget of a

figures relate,

“Gazette’’ says, to

ing into the family working eclass

household (including in addition food, rent. eloth-
ing, fuel and light, ete The pereentages are
given monthly and are the inerease of 1919 over
against 1914, January, 120 per ecent February,
120. Mar 115, April, 110 May, 105, June,
105 Jul 105-110 August, 115 Sinee then
the rise has continued as everyone knows., In

\’U\f I
reached at

],l||~- I r to

1918,
125

urpass that.

the

per

water

1914

high

cent

mark
This year

was
over

In conclusion, we again quote the author of the
articl the ““‘Statesman After considering
mor« on the disproportionate share of
Lal to Capital, he “The conelusion there-
fore hibits unrest hecause Labor’s
shar the products is on the deeline. . . . .
Lal ! ttitude does not know where it is
headi Capital is positive of a desire to remain
as 1t { pit 1he tatu quo Labor
vant | ought that change "_"‘
direct I'herein it failed, because it massed
ociet I next step will be, for

ti ctio I'here too. it
may ) because it fails to see
the e« own ;

Mora Atte e ecconomie classes Study
economit It reveals to the \\'4;!“("!"1
the basi £ r exploitation and their position
as a clas mod« societv. More than that, it
also shows the way of emancipation.
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' MORE ABOUT KOLCHAK'S TREATMENT OF
Th . JEWS.
e Method of Social Progress
Treatment of the Jews Under Kolchak.
This letter is written by a man who left the
W“E.\ the Socialist is not being asked for politichl activity could be a conscious and not United States to go to Siberia sone time ago (ap-
a plan of his future Socialist State, he merely a blind instinetive revolt against the evil parently on business It is taken from the Jewish
is having one foisted on to him by his opponents. consequences of the old order _\\,\[;ﬂ”.x says, ‘‘Man Daily Forward, of New York, in which it appeared
From time to time it becomes necessary to explain  does not make his history out of the whole cloth, August 1919.
that Socialists have no plan and why. but out of such materials as he finds ready to Shanghai, July 5, 1919.
The opponents of Socialism say the co-operative hand.”” The problem is always changing. The To the Editor of the “Forward:"’
commonwealth can- not be considered practical conditions of economic life change and demand ‘
and can not be considered an object to struggle new solutions, thus history itself is the maker of I take this opportunity  of informing Jewish
for by intelligent people unless a feasible plan is principles. The classical bourgeois economists public opinion through the columns of your paper
given to the world. They say that no sensible were wrong when they claimed universality for about the true state of affairs prevailing now
man would start to build even a house without their economie laws. Only of a society (standing 1 Siberia, and let no one dare go to  Siberia if he
such a plan, still ecould such a thing be true. Wants to  avoid untold misery and, trouble. The
The objection has a plausible sound, but only a The course of events is thus by no means in. froutiers of Siberia are closed; no one is permitted
lack of knowledge of the historieal process of 80- (ependent of the individual. Everyone who is :“ enter Viadivostok or ”;‘lf'l)i” Ratensk's dnmui'u
‘7i“" development "“,“ result in .“ conception 1}!111 active in society affects it to a greater or less de- e l}»t-('nm'n-l:1."J|n]‘\' ].‘““i' g “','T b, S l.s
;((»:;::(Llurm\ are built up at will as we build ‘_A‘,-.‘( Some 'muy ].n-unmt.v the development of so- .\.\'"."].ll ::' :-’:np':-ilylnl: ):li(‘j“:]l']'::’:xiilny .!\'1’“]lm]‘[\‘(‘ulil;- ig()::\:ut:
The desire for a plan of a future State though . I’fv (-Hllglflculng‘ the people, organizing th( impossible. Besides, one Hl;l\.' have the honor (for
é ¢ ¢ ' ’ revolutionary forces. Others mav retard social Sz y : ; : .
impossible to fulfill, is, however, quite numl‘.ul- development by turning their !""“""S in the op- the privilege of entering) of being given a g
In the distunt past, mankind lived for centuries posite direction. The former tend. by the i and sent to the front tun"llt against the Bolsheviki,
under institutions which underwent no perceptible motion of the social revolution. to 1“‘Hlilli.\'ll the There is another object that 1 mtend to attain
change.  The people of those periods procured sufferings and sacrifices that it demands; the lat- With thas letter: 1 want to ntorm the Jews of
their livelihood in much the same manner, regu- .. o 1o contrary, tend to increase these suffer. America of what is happenmg now i the land of
lated their lives according to what dl’l’l'd'(d the ings and sacrifices. But no one, whether he he the holchaks and to get them to lift their voices in
same unchanging customs and institutions from mightiest monarch or the wisest. most henevolent  Protest; let American public opinion know the truth
generation to generation. To such people the philosgpher, can determine at will the direction and everything that is taking place and being done
customs and social institutions of their day seemed that the social evolution shall take or prophesy by the one who pretends to bring democracy to

fixed, ordained by the Creator to endure for ever
It was thought to be sacrilege to attempt innova-
tions. Wars class struggles scemed to the
observer standing in the midst of events only to
touch the surface of things, although they did un-
noticed, affect the foundations also.
Today, an educated observer casting his
eyes back the of anti-
quity perceive a social

and

in reality,
however,
over thousands years of

can c¢learly evolution.

It was the rapid changes during {he present age
of the Capitalist system of production which first
brought men to a consciousness of the evolution-
ary process. This evolutionary process begdn to
be seer to be an order of the social world as well
as of the nature. At first, social evolu-
tion was thought to due to the development

of man’s ideas, to his betted insight into things,

world

be

and to his growing sense of Later
it that, ideas
were the immediate cause of progress, the deter-
mining cause was the changing conditions of pro-
duction and exchange.

Justice, ete.

was  discovered, though changing

Social evolution then be-
came a seience,

Karl Kautsky, the
Scientific School, the
of progress much in the following manner:

one of

Socialist

scholars of the
conditions
As
Marx and Engels showed

best

states

far back as the forties,
—and that time on every  step in social
science has proved it—that the, last analysis,
the history of mankind is determined not by ideas,
but by an economie development which progresses
irresistably, obedient certain economic laws
and to anyone’s wishes or whims. This de-
velopment brings new forms of production which
require new of It creates new
wants amonyg gnen which compel them to reflect
on their and to devise means
whereby to the in
accordance with which production is carried on.
A struggle goes on in society while this adjust-
ment takes place under
the old ordep, seek to retain their privileges, and
the other seek to introduce new political
institutions. It the necessities and consequent
the developing economie forces which
shall sticceed and
determines what new political forms shall appear,
and which of the old institutions shall survive.
Never yet in history has a revolutionary party
been able to foresee, let
of the new
in.

from
in

to
not

forms society.

social condition

to adjust society new system

Une class, beneficeries
class
is
pressure of
finally class

determine which

alone determine the forms
it strove to usher

much if it

social order which

The cause of progress gained

could as much as ascertain the tendencies that Jed
that

to such a new social order, to the end its

aceurately the new forms that it will adopt,  So,
recognizing

“'_:)l!,

the problem of social progress in that
Scientifie Socialists claim. as Labriola says,
«'to give a thoroughly scientific demonstration of
the line of progress which has actually been fol-

lowed by ambition

Their one
is to guage the significance of the

has

civilized societies,
unconscious
which

evolution | through

society progressed
and to point towards the goal towards which this
cosmie to be tending. Another
‘Marxism is interested not in the
not in what ought to be,
The theoretical® con-
clusions of the Socialists are in no way based on
ideas or principles that have been invented or dis-
covered by this or that would-be reformer. They
merely

process seems ki

writer says:

ideal, but in the actual.

but what is likely to be.

express in terms, actual relations

springing from an existing class struggle,

general

from a

historical movement going on under our very
l“\"'\_‘l
The enormous productivity of the modern ma-

chinery of production is well known but it is also
known that by virtue of that productivity we have
poverty, (that modern famine) and
President Wilson on his
tour, himself declared ‘‘that the late war was
hot fought for political ideals, but for
and territorial The markets ecan
no longer absorb the products we are capable of
pouring into it. the can not be
all Competition and commercial
rivalries ever threaten to engulf us again in other
wars.  All these conditions growing in intensity
call to society to adjust itself by

capitalistic political forms or perish.

unemployment
also

late

catastrophie wars.
commercial
supremacies,”’

Hence, workers
('Hlpln_\'('«l.

changing its

Socialists have their solution founded on a
of the of capitalism. But it is
Just as foolish to ask them for a detailed plan of
their future would have to
the protagonists of the bourgeoisie in their strug-
gle against the feudal aristocracy in the
I8th century, for a detailed
1919

study conditions

order as it been ask

and
}unll‘

17th

]>iu'!ln't- of the
geois order in

SOVIETS RECOVER COTTON LANDS.

A\ Bolshevist wireless says that
through the union of the Hnup\ on the Turke-
stan front Tashkent front

enormous territory has been added to Soviet

message

with those on the

Russia. This territory has rich stores of raw
materials, food and cotton, of which 241.000
tons are available.—N. Y. “Times. ”’ Sept. 17

J\ll\\]d

While Siberia was at one time
places where the Jew

ol the few
was not persecuted as much
as 11 Czarist Russia, tlre holehak regime now, how-
eve®, has made the name ot the object of
and exists a strong
pogrou agitation backed by the Kolchaks and all
the dark forces centering around them; their propa-

ole

dew

persecution shame. There

ganda is carried on i1 every part of Sll)(.‘lld

When 1 arrived in Yokohama on May 24th, I was
whether 1
some town in Russia

wonderig was 1n a Japanese town or
the town was full of refugees
had succeeded

Every

and uunfortunates who

in escaping
from Kolchak’s rule. Jew is a Bolshevik,
according to Kolchak ; Jews have never suffered so
terribly as they in Siberia. They

are being robbed and murdered ; Jewish property is
being requisitioned.

are suffering now

Hundreds of Jews are thrown

1to Jail for

no offense whatsoever, without any
se m’nl‘mu' of a trial; they are being shot and hung,
and worse than Ilml -flogged. It is enough if a
drunken Ivan should point at g Jew and say that
he is a speculator or a Bolshevik and immediately

he is flogged. Not even in Kishineff were Jews

subjected to such humiliation and shame.

Many victims told me that they.would prefer a
pogrom to heing flogged by some drunken soldier:
This humiliation is being practised only upon the
Jews,

Therefore they leave home, property and every-
thing to escape the humiliations of the Kolchak
rule. And this kind of a Government is about to be

recognized by your Government. Will you not raise
your voice in protest against the recognition of this
'rltn.ti_\

people
America

regime?

that it

Will you not inform the American
vould be the greatest scandal if free
were to aceord recognition to a band of
drunkards and degenerates of the (zarist regime,
ruining Siberia? If Bolshvism
caused us a deal of suffering, surely the Kol-
chak regime is not only the greatest danger for the
s, but also for the development of all Russia.

who are at present

has

Jew

Owing to the fact that hindrances are placed in
the way of Russians wishing to come to the United
States, there are now thousands of Russians. many
of them Jews, who have suceeeded in escaping from
Kqlehak’s rule, and who are waiting in Japan for
permission from the State Department to come to
the United States. Special permission seems to be
necessary for this, and such can be obtained only
through relatives in the United States.

BORIS KHAZIN.
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Economics and Mr. Cox l B

THE MATERIALIST CONCEPTION.

Utopian and Scientifie,

Noclalism

By Engels

( Ik The materialist coneception of history starts
' . from the proposition that the roduction of the

I1. accordance with estimated requirements ‘an if : .

means to support human life and, next to pro-

By Robert Arch, from ‘‘Justice.’ Diminution of Output. duétion, the exchange of things produced, is the

(A reply to an opponent of

Edit. R. F.)

q LL analysis of the economiec process should
start, as we said last week, with the capi-

talist entrepreneur, or employér owning his means
of production. Here he ﬁL"H‘:in\"“l}'\?
with his factory, his machinery, and his stocks
all ready, his object being to
That he

raw

]:t'.x‘l

»oclalism

this carefully.

stands

materials
profit

of raw
make a
labor to his
and selling them in

can only do by hiring

turn materials into
the

able to do it because the value, fixed hy

‘ommodities
open market; and he is
:ometi
tion, of the commodities he sells will be
on an than the
has had to P;i;‘ to the workers employved to pro-
duce other labor-
power, purchased at its ordinary market value,

greater,

average, wages, salaries, ete.. he

them: or, in words, bhecause

is able to produce commodities having a greater

value than that at which it was purchased

The Employer Capitalist and the Financial Capi-
talist.

But the employer has not

only to produce and

sell; he has to survive in the strugele for exist-
ence against other employers. He has, therefore,
and
ilu'r‘\':lxinu the
For this
and his present profits not al-
ways sufficing for such ventures, he has to go to
the other kind of capitalist—the
assistance. The financier, or capitalist
money to sparg, will advance him the means to
extend or improve his plant, in return for a lien
upon his future profits, which we ecall interest.

We

has

to contrive to produce more abundantly
cheaply than they, by improving or
means o produection under his control.
;'It' ’ill‘ll\ money ;
financier—for

with

now see the confusion into which Mr. Cox
fallen, when he says that increased saving is
the cause of amelioration in the condition of the
workers. Although increased saving tends to the

“‘cheapening of capital’”’—or, more exactly, to the

fowering of the rate of interest on borrowed

money—this does not affect the wage-worker, as
all. Tt is not the worker, but his em-
ployer, therefore, who
cheap

such, at

benefits by getting it
Interest being a lien on profits, diminish-
ed interest means higher profits—that is all. In
so far as the workers today enjoy higher wages
(allowance being made for higher prices) than
their fathers and grandfathers, this is due to sue-
cessful combination, and not in the least to any
lowering of the rate of interest.

‘‘Accumulated Capital.”’

Mr. Cox proceeds to say that Socialists. by
destroying the motives for accumulating capital,
will reduce the income of the workman to that
which he can earn with his unaided muscles. This
is such a contemptible mis-statement of the entire
Socialist programme that it & difficult to char-
acterize it. Mr. Cox knows well enough that the
central point of Socialism is the
the whole system of production for profit by col-
lectiver production for use, and that the twaddle

replacement of

1

about ‘““motives for accumulating ecapital’’ is indi-
cative of nothing but a determination to fog the
issue. ‘‘Accumulating capital’’ is a process whicl
has no purpose or funetion apart from the capi-
talist system of produection for private profit. A
capitalist who wishes to engage in business must
start with ‘‘accumulated ecapital’”’ just

burglar who wishes to engage in business must

start with a jemmy. A society based upon public
ownership of means of production would have
left behind the need h a thing as ‘“‘ac-
cumnulation

carried on for use:; and the

duction would be produced, like

for su
” Produetion would be
means of future pro-

of ecapital.

other wealth, in

last his

his

In the
centrates

which he

part of
attack

article,. Mr. Cox

diminution of

c¢on-

upon output
treats as if it were an

item in the So-

cialist programme. Diminution of output, as a
matter of faet, has about as much to do with So-
chalk the

by-produets of system

cialism as with cheese. It is one of
the capitalist

Trade unionists, before organized Socialist

beautiful
parties
ever existed in.this country, and before
a miecroscopic minority of them had ever

any but

i'nl)\i(i'

ered Socialism, found out by experience that.
under the capitalist system, the more commodities
the workers produced the less certain were they

of steady employment, since industry moved in a
vieious ecirele of over-production, glut, depression,

unemplovment and recovery. Restriction of out-

put was a measure of self-defence against this
Socialists did not originate it, and to attribute it
to ““deliberate teaching’’ on their part, as Mr.
Cox does, is simply doing the dirty. Mr. Cox

}U]' .I].\

former argument. as to the true source of wealth

sees how his contention here stultifies his

If it is the case, as he savs, that only a
fraction

small
of wealth is produced by labor, and the
remainder by the ecapitalist, why bother ahout
restriction of output?

Too Serious to Trifle With.

AS a matter of fact, this question of output
15 d very serious one—far too serious to be trifled
with by Mr. Cox or any other apologist of the
present chaos. The output of wealth—I mean of

commodities

that

necessary Is far too low, and there
capitalism will afford any
Labor, without a doubt,
Is producing less today. than it once did, because
the worker grudges putting in a full week’s work
in order

IS 10 prospect

means of increasing it.

that the capitalist class, employers and
shareholders, may have money to spend at pretty

places in comfertable hotels cursing the insub-

ordination of ‘‘those filthy Labor swine.’”” But
this is not all. We are producing not enough of
some things, and Tar too much of others. -Take

up any newspaper, and look at the advertisements
of absurdly expensive jewellery and ridiculous
garments that no sane creature wants to wear, All
this, mark you, is produced by labor that ought

be employed in providing food, clothing, shel-
er and elementary sufficiency of good things for
the entire population.

1

The problem of output-
merely sufficient output, but the right output

Is more complicated than Mr. Cox appears to
think.

not

The Remedy,
What is the remedy?
bles across it and does not

. » 4 .
prmluv*tl\'ll_\' o1

Mr. Cox himself stum-
see it. Discussing the
industry during the
the introduction of im-
the installation of
improved machinery, and, above all, to the tem-

increased
war, he puts it down to
proved methods of working,
porary abandonment of the policy of restricting

output.” But why was it possible, during the

var, to persuade the workers to abandon tem-
porarily the policy of restricted output? Because
they felt, for the first time in their lives, that
they were working first and foremost for the

and only secondly for private profit.

If the element of private profit had been elimin-
by natic izing and socializing the industries

) [ rri thi resuits '.‘."‘.3(’ J \1"‘7‘!! })“YY"Y’
Na that the ar 18 over and the pro-

fiteers with their kept Government and kept press,

mut for decontrolling evervthing 7}”"\ dare.
and reverting to “‘frec competition,”’ ‘‘buy cheap
nd sell dear,”” and ‘‘the devil take the hind-

t,”’ the worker quite intelligibly (though short-
\i'_"."'rf“‘- says that if I»ri'-';:?t ]!'wf'i? is the ord(‘r
of the day, he also will play at that game. and
will sell his labor-power, as the capitalist sells

basis of all Social structure :

that in every society
that has appeared in

history, the
vil\’lshulwl

manner in which
divided
orders, is dependent upon what

1t 18 produced,

dl't €N« nanged

wealth s and society into
classes o1 is pro-
duced, how and how the produets

From this point of view the final

causes of all social changes and political revolu-
tions are to he sought, not I men’s brains, not
L changes m the modes of produetion and

ex-
to be sought, not in the philo-
economies of particular
that existing so-

change 1 hey are

sophy Out m the

The

clal 1nstit

ecach
epoch.

grow mg

pereeption
thions are unreasonable and unjust, that
unreason, and right wrong, is
the modes of production and
silently taken place, wish
e social order, adapted to earlier econo-
mic conditions

reason has be COne

only proof that in
exchange changes have

which t

IS 1o longer in

'rom this
getting rid of
that have been brought to light,
present, in a more or less developed
changed modes of produe-
These not to be in-
deduction from fundamental principles,

keeping,

It also follows that the means of

the incongruities
must also he

condition within the

tion themselves

means are
vented h}

but are to be discovered in the stubborn facts of

the existing system of production.

What is, then, the position of modern Socialism
I this connection?

The present strueture of soclety—this is now
pretty generally conceded—is the creation of the
ruling class of today, of the bourgeoisie. The

mode Ol }HWIH"HUIA e m[ll'!l 10 the 'iulll‘gl‘nihit‘,
Marx, as the capitalist mode of pro-
duction, was incompatible with the feudal system,

with the privileges it

1
KHOWL, Slhce

conferred upon individuals,

entire social ranks and local corporations, as well

as with the hereditary ties of subordination which

constituted the framework of its social organiza-

tion The bourgeoisie broke up the feudal system
and built upon its ruins the capitalist order of so-
ciety, the kingdem of free competition, of per-
sonal liberty, of the equality before the law, of all

commodity owners, of all the rest of the capitalist

Theneeforward the capitalist mode of
produection could

blessings

develop in freedom. Since steam.

machinery, and the making of machines by ma-
chinery transformed the older manufaeture into
modern i idustry, the productive forces evolved

under the guidance of the hourgeoisie developed

vith a rapidity and in a degree unheard of be-

But

time and

fore just as the older manufactire, in its
handieraft, becoming more developed
under its influence, had come into collision with
the feudal trammels of the guilds, 80 now modern
industry, in its more complete development, ecomes
vith the the

mode of produetion confined

isior within which

holds it

into co hounds

capitalist

The new productive forces have already outgrown
the capitalistic mode of using them And this
conflict between productive forces and modes’ of
productio not a conflict engendered in the
mind ike that between original sin and
divine ticd It exists, in fact 'rlri""?i\tl‘\’, out-
side ndependently of the will and aetions
even of the en that have brought it on Modern
Soei; ! othing but the refls ] HAH‘I’J’\' of
this et in faet: its ide reflection in the
minds, first. of the direetly iffering under
it, the ) ‘
the ir as he can

Wi \ consumer ve want
y sufficie T for and just so

( be produced without
interfering that ifficiency of necessaries
As producer ‘ ant each an adequate share

in the joint produs and adequate leisure to

These ends are

ence of a 1NN

frustrated by the exist-

and

"ll‘iﬂ)' it
]

unproductive class,
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RUSSIA

HE outlook
promising

thrown

more
has

for Soviet Russia
The Bullitt testamony
light on Allied intrigues against
the worker’s republic and brought further dis-
credit on their intervention aectivities. 3ullitt
testified that on his return the mission to
Moscow that he brought back terms which would

grows

more

from

have been a basis for practically an ae-
ceptance of the Allied proposals, but that jllﬁt at
that time temporary success and
that the Soviet Governments offer was tucked
away in the As a result, since then, a use-
less war has been waged and a barbarous blockade
lost sides con-
cerned, and all the horrors of starvation for mil-
the present time, however,
Major-General Frederick Maurice, in a late
statement says, that the Soviet army is consider-

jn':u" .

Kolchak had a

files.

maintained entailing lives on all

lions of people. At
Sir

ably stronger than it was six weeks ago, and that
‘Yhere is every probability that during the winter
they will be able to organize, in the Caucasus and
North of the Caspian, forces to attack Denikin
in the rear next spring. The advance on Petro-
remains a promise which is
And so it goes on. Lives, money
have been wasted on useless enter-

grad from the west
never fulfilled.
and material
prises, and a solution is no nearer than it has ever
been. The plain fact is that under the pretence
of the defeat of Germany, Great Britain entered
into a number of commitments in the East which
had no bearing whatever on the issue of the war.”’
Major-general Maurice is Gireat
influential His
conjunction with the testamony of Colonel Kelly,
the North front has been a
shock to the huge mass of criminally docile and
uncritical people in the British Isles and else-
A very conservative estimate, lately made,
gives the Soviet the
a solid block of the people in Russia of the num-
ber of eighty millions, and among all the peoples
in territory outside its control there is a growing

one of Jritain’s

most military men. opinion, in

who was on Russian

where.

(Government adherance of

activity of elements in sympathy with the workers
republie. the
between Germany and Soviet Russia is inereasing
the traders of the
out by their own Gov-

Furthermore, exchange of goods
by leaps and bounds, while
Ailied
ernment’s blockade, which pelicy is inspired by
bondholders, foreign concessionaires, Buropean
Monarchist and the military junker
The famous fair just held at Nizhni—Nov-
has broken all records for attendance and
The New York ‘“Sun,” Sept 3,
says that more than sixty million deollars worth
done in its six week’s session.
there from all over and
Only one Britisher was there, and

countries are shut

elements,
class
gorod
]ill.\illt',\.\‘ (lullv
of busineds was
Merchants
from Europe.
no Americans. As showing the estimation in which

were Asia,

the stability of the Soviet Government was held,
business was transacted on the usual ecredit sy-
the next fair,
It speaks volumes for the

stem of payment to be made at
twelve months hence.
solvency of Soviet Russia that at this fair, which
under Soviet
than per

of last year’s sales remained unsettled. Russia has

has been uninterruptedly control

from the beginning, that less one cent.
huge steeks of native products for exchange with
the She manu-
factured goods, machinery, locomotives, rails, ete

In addition she has sent out a call for industrial

outside world needs in return

experts to help to re-establish her people on a

prosperous industrial basis, and, she is going to

these things even if. perforce, from
.\tln] all
continues to foolishly

secret designs for the
Russia, while at the same time they support those

prevents

get all of
Germany. the time our inspired press

whine about Germany’s

commercial econquest of
Governmental policies which effectually
their own traders and their own commodities from
entering Russia. Only just lately, the Govern-
ment censor at Ottawa barred from the country
the Soviet Government’s official organ, issued
from its Bureau of Information in New York
Every issue contained information which eould be

got irom mno other source on affairs in Russia,
both political and on industrial and trade con-
ditions Could  bureaucratic ineptitude go
further.
Nevertheless, British and American papers re-
port that business elements in those countries are
clamourvusly

challenging the Russian policies of

their respective governments Jut already, the

Germans have got the jump-off
That

elements, leaving the political policies of the coun-

Japanese and the

ahead of them. comes of genuine business

try to be monopo 1ized ir_\ lawyers, speculators and

political sharks

United States

President

Wilson had to bring his tour to a
f

close before he finished his schedule because of

sickness is no doubt

All

The Foreign Relations
the Treaty, the
Bullitt testamony, and the failure of the Govern-
ment’s profiteering campaign to reduce the cost
of living as promised, have all struck a hard blow

His malady, whatever it is,

mainly induced by mortification of spirit.

things have gone a tangle.
into Peace

Committee enquiry

at his former prestige, which was really estab-
the
On

unstable foundation of
the

that bosom friend and stout henchman of his. has

lished on sounding

phrases. top of this, Samuel Gompers,
been unable to side-track the steel strike at a time
industrial The organ-
labor the United States shows
a ehild
grown too lusty for sops and wet nursing. It is
and
anathema to him and to the
The United Mine Work-
convention in Cleveland, have pro-
the Railroad Brotherhoods

and it is reported that concrete proposals may be

when peace was essential.

ized movement in
signs of slipping from Gomper’s econtrol like
evolving

giving expression to aspirations

policies which are
old line political parties
the

alliance

ers, at
posed an with

submitted to the committee on resolutions for the
Re-

ports from all over the country show that there

. . > . 3 -
nationalization of both mines and railroads.

is a growing impatience with old forms and poli-
that new ones are being
evidence of the dis-
the A. I. of ¥, is that twenty-
carpenters on the Pacific
have refused to acknowledge the jurisdic-
the A. F. of L.

men who are coming to the front are

unjonism, and

An
with

cies of

groped for general

satisfaction

three thousand ships’

(‘oast

tion of It is also significant that

nany new

being charged with being Bolshevik and an in-

vestigation is being asked for into their former

career. This charge, of course, merely means that
they are of more radical stamp than the old lead-
ers. Sammy’s pet dictum that ‘‘labor-power is
loosing its forece over the
It is the irrefragable
growing

‘“labor-power is

not a commodity’’ is

minds of his constituents.

fact over against his pet phrase. In

numbers the workers are saying,
a commodity, but shall nof* be so any longer than
we can help.”’

BRITISH GOVERNMENT REFUSES
TO NATIONALIZE COAL MINES

London, Oect. 10—Premier Lloyd George, an-
swering demands made by the British miners at
today’s conference, admitted that many advan-
tages could be secured from joint control of mines
by ecapital and but declared the

men was unable to frame its policy on the lines

labor, govern-
of the miners’ suggestions.

The demands of British
dorsed by the general British trades unions em
nationalization of the
the Minister by

miners backed and en-

gress for the coal mines
laid
sentatives of the Parliamentary Committee of the
Trades Union Congress of the Miners’ Federation

Robert Smillie, head of the Miners’ Federatior
stated the case for nationalization. He )-
ported by Frank Hodges and William Brace. of
the Miners’ Federation, formerly seeretary for
home affairs in the Asquith cabinet.

were before Prime repre-

was sujy
C

—
THE BRITISH RAILWAY STRIKE.

Capitalist politicians and the Capitalist

now doing their utmost to make

the re-

the strike of the railwaymen in Britain

defeat for the men Cheir attempt

highly amusing, and has other effects
-

[loyd George, one time caterer

unwashed, now surrounds himself h\

ot .\!"i:i»i\hr-]\\ and Generals, and suech

4

as chorus his new

The

een retired and in their place,

and re \i\“l Mil!islll uf
chief,

hey presto appear

Limehous¢ Dukes as villians in have

the norny } ided sons u‘]u“, who have ,iH\Y llllid(’

George eat his words The press 1S frankly dis-

béhind his
The editors know their George too

ussing what political move may be

denuneciation
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