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On June 21, 200 1, the Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy Development organised a

Roundtable on International Corruption. Legal experts, business representatives, NGOs and

government officiais discussed mechanisms aimed at combatting corruption, including business

integrity pacts. Among the participants were Bronwyn Best (Transparency International),

Michael Davies (Canadian Council of International Business), Frances Gordon (International

Centre for Criminal Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy) and Keîth Morrili (Criminal Law,

Privileges and Immunities, Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade). Steven Lee

(Executive Director, Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy Development) chaired the meeting.

This report is divided into 4 parts:
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* Corruption often tbrives in places with weak and vuinerable government institutions (Le.,

parliaments, the judiciary, civil service, police), where the wider population has a limited
awareness of their fundamental rights - characteristics describing some developing
countries located in the "South." Nonetheless, she pointed out that there are many
examples of money flowing fromn the "North" to the "South."

* Corruption is difficuit to measure.
* Diverse actors share a responsibility for perpetuating as well as preventing corruption.

* The anti-corruption movement is global and transcends social, political, economic and
cultural systems.

* There are many practical reasons, besides ethical reasons, to contain corruption.

Best drew attention Canada's efforts to combat corruption. In partnership with the
business community, Transparency International Canada (TIC) played a key role in the timely

ratification of the OECD Convention and encouraged the Canadian goverminent to ratify the

OAS Convention. Along with Transparency International centres across the Americas, TIC:

* helped to put in place an anti-corruption monitoring process,
* raised awareness/educated Canadian businesses and the public about the negative effects

of corruption and possible anti-corruption measures,
* presented the federal government with a four point government-wide, anti-corruption

on,ýnAa jnnla fnr iniztnnr.p. thqt Ali 2nti-corruntion comniitment is an element in all
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2.. Legal Mechanisms to Combat Corruption

Several participants, including Best, Dough Breithaupt (Crùninal Law Policy Section,
ment of Justice) and Keith Morrili (Criminal Law, Privileges and Inimunities Section,
') addressed legal instruments for combatting corruption. They include:

The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD): Convention on
Combatting Bribery of Foreign Public Officiais in International Business Transactions
(February 15, 1999). The OECD Convention is focussed, connected to international trade
issues, and includes a robust follow-up mechanism.

The Organisation of American States (OAS): Inter-American Convention Against
Corruption. The OAS Convention is much broader than the OECD Convention and deals
with issues beyond criniinal law (including best practices). One of the shortcomings of
the OAS Convention is that it lacks a strong follow-up mechanism.

The United Nations: Convention Against Transnational Organised Crime. The UN
Convention is the most recent attempt to address corruption. Lt remains to be determnined
whether the UN instrument should be a convention (treaty) or a resolution/declaration.
The scope of the instrument is also largely undetermined.'

The Council of Europe: Criminal Law Convention on Corruption. The Council of Europe
Convention is a detailed. broad and well written document. Lt is aimed at members of the
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Money Laundering Guidelines: The Wolffsberg Principles

th Morrili said that while corruption is not a new issue, it is »only recently that it has
;sed at the intergovemnmental level through fora such as the World Bank and other
il Financial Institutions. The key objective of discussions at these fora is not to build
Iing structures. Instead, attempts are made to address corruption issues outside of the
.work. He pointed out that a range of initiatives are driven by NGOs and businesses
1 the importance of cooperation among NOOs, business and government sectors.

ile legally binding treaty exercises get a lot of attention, more informai. activities often
te. Treaties should be considered in a particular context:

jional treaties respond to regional concernis.
aties may approach corruption differently (i.e., a cnmmial law approach or best
,tices/codes of conduct approach).
aties have different sets of tools at their disposais.
Sfollow-up mechanisms of treaties may vary significantly.
tre are particular political contexts within which treaties are created. Signatories may
e different ideas about the goals of an agreement including who it should be aimed at
vhat the follow-up mechanismn should be. Therefore, agreements should be specific
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Davies was optiinistic about the participation of business in broad anti-corruption efforts.'

4. Summary of the Discussion

Some participants agreed that the approach to flghting corruption should be broad and
interdisciplinary. Lt should flot focus only on criminal law, but include good govemance
issues as well. The UN Convention should reflect this approach. Canada could play an
important role internationally in promoting the link between good governance and
combatting corruption.

I t was suggested that any anti-corruption instrument should include an incentive structure
and robust enforcement and follow-up mechanisms. Moreover, ail players must be
included in ail the stages of negotiations and implementation, including the criminal law
sector, civil society, governiments and businesses etc.

* Whiile some argued that prosecution is a necessary check on corporations to avoid
corruption, others said that fining companies for corruption transgressions is sufficient
and in some instances even more effective than prosecution.(Canadian criminal law
provides unlimited fines on corrupt corporations.)

* Integrity pacts have been effective in deterring corruption in larger companies, including
Shell. However, they have a lesser impact on smaller and medium size enterprises.

* The importance of international cooperation and adequate training of the police to
properly colleet evidence in corruption cases was emphasised.

* Some participants raised concernis that the UN Convention Against Transnational
Organised Crime may duplicate existing legal instruments, especially if the UN adopts a
crirninal law approach. Others said that the issues covered by the UN Convention will not
be included in the OECD Convention. Moreover, the UN Convention covers those
countries (including China) not included in the regionally-specific conventions (like the
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Terrorism

Report from the Roumdtable: The New Face of Terrorism. CCFPD. October 26,2001.

Sunimary Report from the Roundtable: The Impact of September il on International Relations and Canada's
Foreign Policy. CCFPD. November 27, 2001.

New Diplomacy
Report from the Conference on New Diplomacy: The Development of International Law. CCFPD. April 5-7, 200 1.

The New Diplomacy: The Global Compact and United Nations Institutions. CCFPD. July 14-15, 2000.

Report from the Conference on '-New Diplomacy': The United Nations, Like-minded Countries and Non-
Governmental Organizations. CCFPD. September 28, 1999.

Report from the Roundtable on Just War and Genocide. CCFPD. December 8-9, 2000.

Report from the Ottawa Roundtable for the International Commission on Intervention anid State Sovereignty

(ICISS). CCFPD. January 15, 2001.

Conflici Preventkrn and Peacebuilding
SumniarY Report from the Roundtable on Afghanistan: Governance Scenarios and Canadian Policy Options.
CCFPD. October 12, 2001.

'Nue Waters Management and Links to Conflict Management and Food Security in the Homn of Africa. Tag El

Khazin, Subsahara Center. July 3, 2001.

Report from the Roundtable: Judges and Peace Operations. CCFPD. Marci 9, 200 1.

Reuewing Partnerships for thec Prevention of Armed Conflict: Options to Enhance Rapid Deployment and Initiate a

UN Standig Emergency Capability. Peter Langille, Global Human Security Ideas and Initiatives. Faîl 2000.

Report from the Roundtable on Expert Deployment to International Peace Operations. CCFPD. September 12,
2000.

Canadian Peacebuilding i the Middle East: Case Study of the Canada Fund i IsraellPalestie and Jordan. Tami
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Summary of Key Points from. Presentations and Discussions: The Washington D.C. Roundtable on Trends i U.S.
Foreign Policy. CCFPD and the Woodrow Wilson Centre, Washington DC. April 2, 200 1.

Sununary of Key Points ftom, Brief Presentations and Discussions: Foreign Policy Trends i the U.S. Roundtable.
CCFPD and University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. April 12, 200 1.

SuMnmary of Key Points from, Presentations and Discussions: The Toronto Roundtable on the Bush Adnministrations
Foreign Policy - Challenges and Implications for Canada. CCFPD and the Munk Centre, University of Toronto,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. May 18, 2001.

Halifax Roundtable on US Foreign Policy. CCFPD and Saint Mary's University, Halifax, N. S.. June 15, 200 1.

Nucleur Weapons and SmalArm
UN 2001 Conférence on Illicit Trade of Small Arms in AIl its Aspects: Briefing and Discussion. Wendy Cukier,
Coalition for Gun Control. December 19, 2000.

The Ottawa Group Report on Sniall Arms, Light Weapons (SALW) and Non-State Actors. CCFPD and Centre for
Defence Studies. November 7-8, 2000.

Ballistic Missiles Foreign Experts Roundtable Report. Ernie Regehr, Project Ploughshares and CCFPD. March 30,
2000.

NATO-Nuclear Weapons Roundtable Report. CCFPD. August 24-25, 2000.

Small Arms and the OAS Roundtable Report. CCFPD. April 28, 2000. <

Examen des récentes initiatives gouvernementales et d'ONG concernant les armes légères et évaluation de leur

éfficacité: proposition pour un indice de sécurité individuelle QISI). Frances Gaudreault et al. été 2000.

Globalization and Firearms: A Public Health Perspective. Wendy Cukier et aI. Faîl 2000.

Blorders
Perspectives on the Borderless World: Issues for Canada. Heather Nicol and Ian Townsend-Gault. Faîl 2000.

Technology
Privacy, Sovereignty and Technology Roundtable Report. Marketa Geisîerova, Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy

of Diversity. Erin Baines, D2 arBarry





Law
Canadian Council on International Law 29»1 Annual Conference ' Policy options Paper. Kim Carter et. ai.

December 2000,

Afrkca
Sufllmary Report from the Roundtable on Gond Governance and Africa. CCFPD. October 25, 2001.

Rebirth of the Somali State: Policy Options and Programme Opportuflities for Canada. Partnership Africa-Canada,

Som-Can Institute for Research & Development. November 3-4, 2000.

Sudan Civil Society Symposium. Sudan Inter-Agency Reference Group. June 5-6, 2000

Report from the Ottawa Nigeria Roundtable. CCFPD. March 20, 2000.

Asia-Paclfwc

Report from the Roundtable: Good Governance and the Philippines. CCFPD. March 16, 200 1.

Decentralization and Challenges to Unity: Report on the Indonesia Roundtable 2001. Centre for Dialogue, Simon

Fraser University. April 19-21, 200 1.

Democracy and Identity Conflicts in Asia: Identifying the Issues for Canada and Multilateral Institutions. University

of Toronto-York University Joint Centre for Asia Paciflo Studies. March 200 1.

Report from the North Korea Roundtable. CCFPD. January 22, 200 1.

Report from the Burma and Drugs Roundtable. CCFPD. May 15, 2000.

Europe
Report from the Roundtable Living Together: Sharing the Canadian Experience. Marketa Geislerova, Canadian

Centre for Foreign Policy Development. March 28-30, 2001 (Banff, Alberta) and June 15-17, 2001 (Larnaca,
Cyprus).

Report on Cyprus: Living Together in the New Century Roundtable. CCDPE. February 14, 2000.

Americas

Workshop Report: Canadian Media Coverage of the Americas. FOCAL. Mardi 2, 2001

Canada, Indigenous Peoples and the Hemisphere Roundtable Report. CCFPD. March 23, 2000.

Canadian Voices: The Americas. CCFPD. Fait 2001.

Thre2tq t.'% r)ni, in Amiprirn Max Cameroli. FOCAL. March 3-4, 2000.





Foreign Policy Research
Gendered Discourses, Gendered Practices: Feminists (Re) Write Canadan Foreign Policy. Claire Turenne Sjolander,
University of Ottawa; Heather Smith, University of Northern British Columbia; Deborah Stienstra, University of
Winnipeg. May and July 2000.

Visit www.cfp-pec.gc.ca for more reports and other publications.I
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