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THE GOSPEL MESSENGER,

BRIADBIIL ADVORALE.

[ AND THE ANGEL BAID UNTO THEM, FLAL NUT, FUR BEIOLD L3 BRING 10U GUUD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY WHICH.8HALL BE UNTUALL PFOPLE." —Luke .y, x.]

LO 1.

LONDO’\'

CA,I\ADA WEST; MARCH, l:S49s.

NO.3.

CAMINATION oF TIHE DhuCIHRINL
OF ENDLESS RUNISBMENT,,

THE DOCTRINE OPPOSED 'TO GOD,
. “ Godislove.” 1Johniv 8
[The charactar of God isthe foundativn.
all that is true in theory, and correct in
practico. o is the governor ¢* the uni-
prse and' tlto author of all trath. 1lence,
x‘ 5 government will sliaddw fuith his char
fictor, and his truth will harmonize with his
ture, from which it flows, as a stream
m the fountain, Ience again, his ne-
re is a perfect standard of truth, and’
thing can be true that stands opposed to
character. In two previous lectar.s 1
ve oxamined' the doctrine of cndless
Pisery, and attempted to show thatit is
ti-Christinn in spirit, and opposed to
onson, nature and experience, and thes
re offered as reasons why that doctrine,
féught to be rejected. I offer at this umo
s an additional reason for its rejection.

I
!
i
{
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o

cter of God.

# Tho. nature of God is set forth.in the
f brief language of the text. “ God is love i
£ He is not merely lovely, but ho is Zove it
jEself. Loveis the very essence of his na-
;f ture, and my-position is, that the doctrine in
3 question is diametrically and forover, hope-
% lessly,. and utterly irreconoilable-with the
’4 spirit of love, which is the nature of Gud.
i1t is- granted, that the most tender love
g may acquiesce in the infliction of pain and?}
% suffering.  Thus, the love ofita father muy !
# induce him to chastisc his child; but it
will bo.for the good of that child, and the
B same love that prompts the chastisement
fy of the.child at first, will'sternly forbid the
% infliction.of one stripe more than is neces-
{ sary to-securs:the good of the child. So
? thelove of God seeks the good of its ob-

Jects; and'is perfectly consistent with any,
¥ and all'punishments which.are intended for
& the good of those on wlom they are in-.
¢ flicted.. But boyondthatit cannot go-one-
line. Now the fict that punishment is
held to.be endless in duration; saying
nothing.of itsdegree; absolutely precludes
the possibility of its being designed! for, on
eventuating in, any good to its subjects.—
Such puvishment therefore; is utterly op-
posed touthe spirit of love. Itis notonly
improbable, but in the very noturs of the
case,absolutely impossible, that God should
inflict an cndless duration, of punishment
upon any being whorm ho- loves.. Love
cannot work ill to any of its objects, and
as the whola workings of the. doctrine of:
endiess misary are  ovil,and only ovil, and
that contipually,” so itis utterly-opposed to
all love for itssubjects. Thesquestion may
therefore bo- properly agitated whether
God does in raality love.all. the. human
family 2

Timt ho £ates nono of: them, is ovident,
for, hatzed  cannot dwell in aibeing whose
nature is love. In such a caso, Godwould
bedivided against himself; and a house divi-
ded against itself cannot stand. Wo may

truth, that God ducs woi hate any being

is.evidont from his nature that heloves all.
[Je.is omniprasent, filling the immensity of

| Can man fly from the presence of his
| Maker? Nay,

I beings. Fromlove no reel evil can flow §
3. Itis opposed to thie nature and char~; and as.endless misery is an infinite evil,

then safely assuma it asau unquestionable

that he Las imade.. Bt inuro than this, 1t

spacey In overy part of the oarth, its
wmountains and, valleys, its plains and hillg,
its oceans andt rivers, and its lonely wilds
and caves, Godris present ; andwhere God
15 there is Jovs, ¢ for Godis love.”” It is
therefore as impossible that God should
ceaso to be love, toany being, as that he
should cease to be present wath that being.

Saith the Psalmist, «1f I
ascend into heaven thou art there. If 1
make my bed in hell thou art there. If I
tako the wings of the morning and fly to
the uttarmost parts of the earth, even thero
shall thy hand held me and thy right-hand
load me.””  So then, God is present every-
i where, and as © God is love,” \herefore,
; love is present every where, and with all

therefore it is opposed to love, opposed to
God; and cannot be true.

Thus much of the nature of God; and
T now come to speak of his character and
attributes.  Strictly speaking the attributes
ot God are but different manifestations of
his nature.. We-might as well say, Love
is powerful, wise; good, merciful, just and.
true, as to say that these attributes belong
to God; for: «* Godas love,” and. thése are
his. attributes.. But, as custom, and usual|
modes.of. speech.have sanctioned the use
of tha terms ¢ Attributes of God,” I will
employ that phrase. Although the fact that
the doctrine of endless wmisery is opposed
to love, the very nature of God, is clear

proof that itis opposed to all Liis attributes, |:
yet, perhaps the argument will, ha more

clearly appreciated, if we carry it aut in

detail, by an examination. of the acknow-|.

ledged attributes of Deity..

I teke then what may be called the car-
dinal attributes, and attempt to show, that
the doctrine in question is opposcd to thom
one and all.
and Goodness,

Goodness would seek the best good. of
all ; Wisdom would devise a plan by which
that Goodness would carry outits wishes ;
and Power would.execute that plan.  The
rosult of the combined:action of these ot
iributes is eovidently the highest possible
good of all. Endicss misery would be
the greatest possible evil to alarge part,
and is therefore opposed to thése attributes
of Gbd.

If thore are any whasufier endless mise
ery, I take it that it willbe for one of two
reasens, ¢ either because God could not, or.
would not preventit. Besidesthese I can,
think of no. xeason for such suffering.—
Now,.if wo soy that ho would not pravent
it, wa limit his love aud impeach his goad-
nese, by making, him. voluntarily prefer
ovilio gpod, suffering. to happiness, for his
croaturcs. On thawother hand, if we say

These are; Power, Wisdom, |

by supposing lim incapable-of devising the
weans of securing the desired object ; his
power, in supposing himn unable to carry
out the plan when formed. So that, in
either case, the dectrine is most clearly
and unqucsuonub]y opposed to the atui-
butes of God.

I am aware that there are several ways
by which men attempt to avade the forco
of this reasoning; and' somo of these I
may perhaps with propriet;* bring before
you. Ona method is, by denying that the
best possible good of the universe requires
the eternal salvation of the whole human
race. Itissaid thatthere are innumsrable
worlds and systems.of worlds where God.
reigns, and that the greatsst good of the
whole system requires that an example

should be made of some, in.which the ter-

rible consequences of rebollion against:

others from v:olutmb g his holy laws. God
therefure chooses the greatest possible.
good of the universe, and saves all that
can be saved in the nature of things.. Now
if these premises were true, it would: in-
deed relieve the Divine Goodness of any
imputation, in the last act of the drama;
for oven infinite goodness cannot Le ex-
perted to perform impossibilities.

But-Iwould e glad to know by whom
and for what purpose this almighty “aature
of things® was made, whichso efféctually
circumscribes the operations of Dirine
Goodness. If God gave things their na-
ture, on purpose that thay should so c¢ir-
cumscribe the operations of his benevo-
lence, then the difficulty remeins where it
‘was, and his goodness is stll impeachad,
in the fact thathe intended.or forgsaw the
But if it be
said, that « in the nature of things” God
could:not prevent it although his goodness
would have prompted him so to do, still we
wasl; whence came this nature of things ?
Did it exist fortuitously and indepondont |
of God? And didhe find in ita power
avhich.was:an overmaich for his own wis.

‘evil,and did not prevent it.

dom;.and the strength of hisarm? If so,
you.indeed remove-the objection fiom his
;gocdness ;. but you lay it down at the door
of his wisdom or power. Surely infinite
wisdom.and.an almighty arm, seeking the
good of. all,.ought notto bo defeated in 1ts
plans crworks by a-theological or philoso-
{phical shadow,cailed “the nature-of things.”
I go back to.the time.when there wero no
things, with or without. a.nature, but God.
And I take it that when God made all
things he gave them a nature to please
himself, andi if afterwards he found
this naturo opposed - to the operations
of his bencvolence, tha fault is with his
wisdom, for he should-have known bettes.
than to give-things such.a nature.

Another mode of avciding the diffievlty
is, by eoptending that God is infnitly
gond, even to thpse who suffer endjese
miscry.. Rev. Asa Shinn,in a.rocent and

that he could not provent the evil, then we
impeach his wisdomor power . his wisdom

populanwork, enlarges upor: the subject af-
ter thofollowing mmne-,

God should be s0 clearly seen as to dator

1 ginve foam

meinory, and give the substance, not the
procisg- words of the argumont.

“ Infinite goodness does not necessarily
involve the idea thatall must be alike hap-
py ; but only that each individual shall be
as happy as he can.be mude, in view of
his nature and condition. Now happiness
is connectediwith holiness,and misory with
sin. The holy beng cannot be miserable,.
on the one hand, and on the other, the sin-
ful being cannot bo happy. Now here s
a large company of incorrigible sinners ;
Godicannot make them happy as such.—
To place them in heaven woald be of no.
usg; fur they would be miscrablo there. He
therefore sends them to hell,and even there
maukos them no more miserable than they
aro sinful. e therefure does all that can
be-done- for them, and this is all that even
infinite-goodness is required to dv.”

Such is the substance of the argument,
and I percsive that is becoming somewhat
popular. Specious as it may appear, it is
more plausible than solid. I am surpnsed
that so acute a reasoner as this author
shows himself to be, in many parts of his.
work, should have overlooked the import-
ant fact, that while be so earnestly labored
to relieve the infinite goodness of God:
from the slightest imputation, he was am.
ing a shaft direetly at his wisdom and.
powers

Granted if you please, for it is true, that
the sinner cannot be happy as a sianer,
and that the holy 1 heart cannotbe miser-
able; and then we will examine the argu-
ment: ere isa vast company of sinners,
and’ our author aifirms that God cannot
make them happy agsuch. Granted, but
did it never occur to him to ask, whether
God miglit not change the character of
these- sinners; and make them righteous ?
It strikes-me that the reformation of these
sinuers: would be no new thing under the
sun. I think 1 havo heard of a power that
.couid cleanse- from all iniquity, and if I
mistake not, heaven-itself is peopled with
those who were once sinners even as
these. And yet, here was the company of
sinners, and as sucly they conld not be hap-
py. The question was, what should infin-
ite govdnessdo withthem 2 The idea that
they might possibly be reformed never
seemed to enter his mind. He appears
rather to admit, that the cfivrts of God, in
all his wisdom and power, for their refor-
mation, had heen bafiled. The poor crea-
tures had proved too.much. for him, and as
hic could noi convest them he must needs
make avirtue of necessity, let them go to.
kell, and there make them as comforiable
as he could, all things onsidered. Now I
grant that thisaakes God.good, perfecly
so, if vou pleasa ; but itis asorry compli-
ment to his wisdom and power If God
could not convert them, very well 3 it was
kind.in.him to do tho next best thing. DBut
|xf he would not convert them, having the
j power ta.do so, then the difficulty lies pre~
aisely. where, 1t did. before, with his good-
nesS.

Bu* Yera~cmes annthor mode of evading,

F
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tho argument. This objector cautions us
1o remember that manis a ¢ free agent.”
Without this he could have been neither
virtuousor vicious. Lo violate this agen-
¢y would be to make man a machine ; and
this God cannot do. In the exercise of
this ugency man ruins himself; and it is
no imputation upon God's goaduess to say
that man rushes to destruction in the faco
of all his calls to the contrary ; and falls
under a doom, which, however deplorable,
is of his own produring. .

All this may be very clear to some minds.
Batto me I confess it is confusion worse
confounded ; and far enough from remoy-
ing one fraction of the difficulty. How
came wman by that. ungovernsble and un-
controllable agency,upon which as ascape
goat you would lay all the blame of end-
less perdition? Did it exist independent-
ly of God, and successively boflle all.bis
efforts tu secure the good of hus creatures ?
If s0, God may be very .good, but heisa
a weak and inefficient being, always at the
control of an almighty agency.

But no, man has no other ggency than
what God gave bim. If he couid not make
a free agént without running the fearful
hazard of the endless ruin of those on
whem he conferred it, why then a kiad
und good being would heve made a ma-
chine, or anything else,rather than a free
agent. If you say, God was under the ne-
cessity ¢f creating man a free agent, or not
creating himat all ; why, then, he might
have been kind in creating.him, for out of
two evils we have a right to prosume that
he chose the least. But instead of being
a God, of all power and wisdom, he ‘wes
the mere sport ¢f an antecedent necessity,
and had no attribute of un intelligent
being, except the mere liberty of choosing
between two cburses, one or tho other of
which was forced upon him by that irresis-
tible necessity.

The truthis, God was free to give or
withhold this agency, and no good being.
would jeopard the immortal interests of
myriads of intelligent beings for the sake-
of a theological abstraction like “this. If
he gave an agency which he could not
control, the fault was with his wisdom or
power. Butif he can control that agency
aud make it a blessing o all, but srelt not,
then we come back again o the old diffi-
culty, from which we started, and impeach
the infinity of his goodness. Turn which
way you wili, mystify theunatter as you
may, and still there.is no evading the force
of the truth, that the doctrine of endless
misery,in any and all its forms and phases,
and with whatever adjuncts it may be
coupled, is utterly and forever opposed to
the attributes of Gad 2s & being of infinite
wisdom, power, and goodness.

But I have not yet done ; for no sooner
have we established the truth of the utter
xepugnancy between the doctrine and the
attributes of power wisdom, and govduess,
and ‘driven the objectur from every hidling
place on that score, than anotlier ground
i3 waken. Itmay indeed be that we can-
noat see precisely how this dnctrine har-
manizes with thesc altributes of God ;
but ah! you forgot that God 1s just as well
as goud , and though h s merey may plead
forsinners, vet stern justice must have its
claims ¢ agd bell with all its horrors wili
oxalt and glorify God's jusuce as clearly as
Leaven his mercy and grace.

s remark here in-the ou'set, that 1 have

o

gion, that must support itselfby ‘¢ sctting
at odds heaven’s jarring attributes,” and
| making God a being divided pgoinst him-
self. I have befure shown, that God’s na-
ture is love, and that all his attributes .are
but modes of manifestation, or operation of
this great principle; and hence the perfect
harmony of all his attributes. Stern jus.
tice, inflexible and relentless as it is usual-
ly thought to be, is but the justice of a God
of love ; and.in its most rigid application,
it never did, and never can inflict a single
stripe more than infinite love and tender
mercy shall approve.

Justice can offer no apology for cruelty,
L or-for one line of departure from the most
posfect goodness.  "The doctrine 1n quoes-
tion,.therefore, if opposed to goodness, -is
precisely as much opposed to justice. But
since compelled, we will examine a little
farther. Justico I take to be that principle
which renders to every being that which
is justly hisright. One of the most clear-
ly defined and sscred principles of justice
T undorstand to be, that punishment shalt
in all cases be weasured by the guilt of
the offender. Justice would not punish o
 child,sfor stealing a.toy,with the same se-
verity that it would a man .for .highway
.robbery ; for this would disregard the.rule
of fust proportion Letween crime and +its
punishment. Now man is finite, -limited
in all his powers and capacities. His vis-
tués:are acknowledged 0 be, and his vices
by the same rule ore.finite, and measured
in degree by his own imperfect knowledge
of good and ill. Tho.doctrine of endless
misery, which would .inflict infinite wo
upon a.finite wormdor the sins of a day,
confounds all.distinctions between crimes,
disregards all ideas of proportion betwecn
crime and its punishment, and is therefore
opposed to the very first princ'ples of jus-
tice. So sure as there is a just God in the
universe, so certainly will his justice forbid
the idea of punishing any being with end-
Jess and unmitigated suffering.

So plainly 1s such 2 punishment at war
with all ideas of justice, that of laic even
the abettors of the doctrine of endless mis-
ery, such as Dr. Beecher, Dr. Ely, and
even the * Evangelist,” the leading ortho-
dox paper of New York, have scouted the
idea, that a man is to be punished eternal-
ly, in the future world, for the sins of this
life. 'That would be rank .injustice they
confess. But man, it is said, will continug
to sin forever, and without.end, and as long
as he continues tosin, he will be punished;
and hence, 2s Dr. Beecher hes it, ¢ eternal
punishment will tread upon the heels of et-
cmnal transeressjon.™

—

-So, then, because 2 man sins in this.
world and suffers for it, he must of neces-

being that which is properly hisown. It
should be remembered,;that God has some
Just-clmms.upon the cluldrent of men. Ho
has a right to the love and ovedience of all
his croatures. Ilence ho says, ** My son,
givo mo thy hoart.”  This is his right,and

.in strict justice he claims and domands it

as his own. [t is clear, thereforo, that the
justice of God requires the holiness and
consequent happiness of all intelligences,
and justico will never bo done fully until
the whole creation shall be brought to bow
in moek submission before the throne of
the Eternal,ard render unto him.that which
is most justly bis, all honor and glory,
thanksgiving and adoration.  And yot this
very justico is arfayed by men sgainst the
enforcement of heaven’s claims, and al-
ledged as prooi” that the Dev.l will succeed
in robbipg heaven of hall of its inhabit-
ants,.the Savior of us victory, and God of
his children. Yea, aven God’s justice is
offercd as proof, that millions of the hu-
man family will resist the just claims of
heaven, withhold from God what is right-
fully his own, ana forever blaspheme his
name, and tramplo upon every principle
of justice in the universe. Is there any
justice in .eternal rebellion against God ?
Noneatall. Then such a doctrine is evi-
dently opposed to the attribute of justice.

The misfortuna is, that men in this day
seem to overlook everything but what may
be called penal justice. Thus a man sins,
and God pumshes him, and in that simple
fact men see the justice of God. Now 1
confess 1 see no justice in that simple fact
alone. The veriest tyrant that.ever lived
would punish the transgressor; .and the
history of the world will bear witness, .that
those ruthless tyvants who'have most out-
rageously violated all justice and right
have been most prompt to punish. It is
not, therefore, the sitnple and isolated fact
that Gaod punishes the sinner, in which we
are 10 behold his justice. Cruelty, re-
venge, or tyranny would do the same. But
the foundutions of justice lie further back
than this, Wheh a mansins, he commits
an act of injustice. Jle withholds from
God that which is his due, obedience.—
Why does God punish him? Not simply
retrospectively, because he has sinned;; for
zevenge or cruelty would de that; hut
prespectively, to onforce the clzims of jus-
tico, and induce the sinner to render unto
God what he has a rightto claim. [ there-
fore sce the justice of God, not 50 much
in the simple fact that he punishes man for
disobedience, asin tho antecedent fact, that
his claim upon'man for obedience is just
and right; -and that his purishments are
wisely and graciously ‘modified, and de-
signed to enforce that righteous claim.

sity be sentenced to hell, there to sin say

finitum, And this is justice.

must necis be apprenticed to tho Devil,
and taught to sin svith a still higher hand in
the future world ; 2pd that in the way o
satisly the demands of that same justice,
whose laws were outraged by the sins of
the present ! Truly such siews-as these
havelittle fellowship withany known and
acknowledged principles of justice.

But again ; justice is, as we said, thet

Buatitis to easy to see thatso soon as pun-

a hundred years,and becauso be sins during | jshment loses sight of that claim, or ceases
taat hund.ed years, he must atone for itby |

| sinwng another hundred, and so on, ad in-

10 be designed to enfurce the obl gation of
obedience, that moment it loses the char-

As if it | acter of justico, and becomes revengeful,
were not enough that man had sinned all | vindictivo or cruel.

the days of tus hifein tins world ;s 8o hel gpdless misery closes its eyes entirely upon

Now the doctrine of

tho fact, that justice requires all men to
ahey God,-which is the very foundation of
all justice ; for if’ man was not tound to
ohey, God would have no right to punish ;

and it makes punishment, instead of an
agent for procuring justice,the very means
of defeating all its claims. It may, in- |

| deed, say, * thou shait render obédience to
! God,” but in an awkward attempt to en-

but a poor opinion of m\) svstem of roli- | principle of nghl which glvcs lo-c\er\'

e v T B ¢ i Vo —

forco obodience to that command, it puts 33

God, or do jus ice, and thus it-offectun:i g
défoats the prime object of all punishmen:
and violates that sacred principles of juS

founddd.

«claiut upon the obedience.
«l would be usurpation and tyranny.

upon the antecedont and just obligation of3
obadience.” The moment pumslunen’
loses sight of that fact, it censes to beg
‘founde\l in justice. The paront who sy

gle to defeat her claims,
rine of endless misery.

of justice with the blood of victimsslain by
the eword of oppression-and cruelty. '

merely unjust, but vindictive and cruel.

plain that the doctrine we have been con-
sidefing, has no fellowship with God, and,
-of eourse it cannot be tre.

Thero is one moro iden, and I shall re-
lieve you.from this stfention, Men aro
said,in the Scriptures, to become partzkers

promises of the Gospel.
be repeated, that the nature of God 15 love,

spirit of love,

Now the ideato which I invite your at

doctrine in question.

hell.

tice on which the vory right to punish {F

The stranger might chustiso your chilllg
ren, the wsurpar might punish the pooplc 3
but it would not bo justice; for [ repem! ; 3
once more, ** all right to punish is founde -j

the great truth that man owes obedicnce
to Gad, and'so punishes him as to preclude 5
the possibility-of his ever fulfilling thut ob-}s

punishments, sovenge and wrath : and it}
crimsons the altar, and pollutes the temple |

Conscious, thercfore, that I stand upon!
arcck which cannot be moved, and that 1} 4
speek in accordanco with those eternal i
principles of right, which are *the same
yesierday, - to-day, and forever,”” 1 pro- &
nounce the doctrine of endless wo, not

That the doctrine in questionis opposed B3
to the attribute of mercy, is made cleacly ;
manifest ; for it has no mercy to exerciso I
even upon those that call for it through et- 5
ernity, with bitter groans and tears.— )8
Whether, therefore, we consider God’s na- B
iure as one, and that one, the spirit of §
dove ; or, whether we contemplato it in the B
warious modifications called atiributes, it is B8

of the divine nature, through faith in the ‘
It need scarcely 5§

and that wo becomo portakers of the divine p
nature just in proportion as wo imbibe the &
Hence, the Apostle says- 34
«“Fo thatdwelleth in Love, dwelleth 1n i§
God, and God in kim, for God is love.” §

tenfion, isthis: Justin proportion as men- &
become partakers of the divine nature, do {g
thoy becomo opposed to the spirit of the i
The hard-hensted. B
the vindictive, the revengeful, and the cru- 3
1el, delight to dwell upon the torments of i
A bloody Nero may be suppo-ed to 8

out of the power of its subject over tw obefdi

*Tho right of 'a parent, and tha onl ';
right he has to punish ~ child, is founde3§'
upon the fuct, that the .pnrem has a ju‘

from rendering just obadienceto \he'Sm\c. ,
subverts the vc sy foundations of all justice | %
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o plea,tlcd with it for he that danced by
ue lizht of burning Romo, might feel a
Jommunion of spirit with a sentinent that

befdights wp tho future with the flames of ond
aif goss torturo, and dolights in the misories of
wgdhe damned. Butthe kind 1n heart—those

jndguro spirits who'are noted for their bene-
Folenco, and who have in reality hoarts to
Josl for the sufferings of their fellow crea-
i§uros ¢ those shrink away fiom tho thought
‘nd weep over the horrors of hell.  T'rue,
hoir aducation and prejudices may besuch
St they feel bound 1o beliove the senti-
Bment, and though it may find a place in
Fheir croeds, and:heads, yot it is most ovi-

Amightil_v 10 God to save them fram 1t and

with them, the whola, world.. ‘Fhoy. are
%

;
1 Y . .
R divine naturcy and that.nature, rises up n

rebellion against the ductrine in question ;
X for with it, it has no sympathy.

% 1 pray you, then, friends, if you will not
2 listen to my arguments, hear the voico of
A tho Divinity that stirreth within your in-
% most souls, that God himself hath no fel-
d lowship with the spirit of wrath in any of
3 its forms.,

rOPULAR OBJECTIONS AWSWERED.
CONXTINURD FROM LAST NUMBER.

L., “Unteersalusm wax prove false, Me theres
P8 fore will nol embrace it ; for, if we did, we should
$ qire up lwo chances for one.  If our doclrine proves
B /ulse, yours will -foke us in; -but if'yours should
hoppen (o prove false, you 1eill khare no securily.
We. hare two chavees; and twoill keep on the s3f3
side.” So. fiiend, you are determined to dis~
believe, in spite of evidence. You will not investi-
gue, rou will not * exnwine yourself whether
you Yo in the fuith,” for fear you may ‘be foung
nol in it! thatis, for fear you shail feel compelled
by evidence, to embrace a doctrine which, thongh
tewer, might not be so safe! This.is wisdom—
thisis principle—thiais nobla { .

Is not the side of Jruih nnquestionably the safy

of error, renonnce itammediately,and rest assured
there.is nothing sufer than tho truthe
Bot it mny prove fulse. What then * - Ave

abliged 0 rejuct, on acconnt-of ity -manifested.
abaardus?  Rest assured, ifithere 1sany absolute.
sin -here, stisstriving to countenance aud..keop.
in favour.with a.dpcline which your pndemand-
ing rpjeg'(ed,and your xery soul abhorred. 1 repeat.
il there is any sin here, and danger on that ac.
counl. it isnotin rejecting s doctriito which you
feit oblized to rejéct; dut rather -in striving-t0
favor one. which. you.conld. not fmé sufficient
evidence 1o sustair, for tha.miserablo counsideras
tion thrt it might be more safe.  Remember this.
But'let ussee if' it really would be mnore safe, or
if you would have one more chance bybelieviug
in the oppositedoctrine, VWhat does this doztrine
teach? That, from all past eternity, God has
clected some to everlasting life, and rebrebated’
others to cverlasting death; that those thus
clected and rebrobated -are made 5o, s tho Con~
fession of Faith says *without any foresight of
Jailh-and gued worls. or any-other thing in the
creature as condilions at causes moving him
thereto ;" and that the numdss thns predestin
ated and forcordeingd .is w;crjain,,shaiit cannot
be cither aucrcased or diminished.” What a
glorions cuasce hereis ! If this ductrine bo truo
and-tho wam salvation 13 deliverance from an
omiless hiall, it 18 certanly foolish to preach it.
Whaal think, tricad, of two chances herp. . Yau
might as woll be a Univeralist.as not, sl glus s
tr,0, and despite of every danges., The, fact s,
taere 18 o chanco aboutit; for 1 s all absolute
ang “particular”’ “predestination” and “design.’
“withont any foresight ofuilh or good' works,"”
Sa,Univprsaligt.or Rartialist, 1{yon arephe-of the

€made partakers in soow moasure of the |

alect, you svill be saved ; audif not, you will be
damined, in spite of faith.

Bat, says ko rendor, this is an olq-fnshio_ned
doctrine, and umversally abandoned now. 1beg
the reader's pardon; I have heard it preached
myacil, within thren months, from n pulpit in this
tawn—ihis veritable Newburyport. Remember
that, 1t was preached to more than twouthousaud
peuple,

But we are willing to take the objuctur on the
other ground,—to adnit that ous.eteenal destiny
js placed at our dispasal.  And what then'd * Can
Suith save yel Or can henest, conscientious
opiion, ude up from careful examination of
the Bible, and the use of all e helps wilin your
aid,—can such houeety and gincerity dawn yon
through-the« cges of <lernity 2 [ pity-the mwan
who.is so far loat au bigotry us this. . But il faith
cannat suve ye, can works?  Admitthat they can.
Admig that a peod clingacter 13 requsite for the
attarnent of sshunten, or, rather, that a good
character 48 sulvauuir stgenl  And what then ?
Does-the docinne of endidse damaatibn affurd
two chances hera? |irow nor, So-far astho
first and .secoud comuands arp coucorned, we
{ have already provedt govd for nothing ;> yea,
worse than uselese, 3 refer to the closing lecture
of the eeries, whore it hos been amply dentonstra-
ted that thasystem pf aniversal grace is all-suffici-
ent in woral power; and it anly needs to bere-
duced to. practice, to keep the Leiiever in the
way of allthe commandments of God: On the
| contrary, reduce partislism to prictice, imitate its
! God of ¢raulty, enact the scenes on earth that
Gud, it is snid, willenact in eternity, and crune
and cinelty would uverspread the esrth,  We do
not aay thut such i the character of the believers |
in this-doctrine geuerally : wo rejoico that itis
ol reduced to actual, universal.practice.  Buswe!
do say.that such has been nts teadency 3 that-the !
blondy 0quiation, and other cuonulics, 0we
their origin to tho ductrine of endless torment;
and, in ererycase, so far u3 itbecomnes operalive in
inducing a moral action related to:tho two com.
maudments, it doos provont vbedionce, h:uden'
the heart create antipathy to God, aud destroy |
a Christian sympathy for mmutn—"These are fucls'
which catuotbe controverted  So fsras chance
is concerned, then, whethiér by faith or works, or |
both, the substaritial,. enlightened, practical be :
lisver i the umversality and eflicinecy of God's .
grace and love 13 still upoa thoe safestside. 1 pray
that he may remain there; and “uot unto us, O
Lotd, not unto us, but'unto thy uame, give:
glory.” :

thut doath wrong shallrecesre for the wiong which
he hath done ; and thero is no respect of persong.’
(Col. iii. 25,3

In hinmau governments thers isndeed such n
thing as the power of pardun,—pardon af puuish-
ment.  Dut this is owing to the imperfoction of
the government.  Mistakes frequently occur witli
linnan judges, with regard to the degreo of guilt
which a crinsinat is jnvolved in, awd -also with re-
gard to the.question ofgnilty ar not guilty. And,
under such circumnstances, a pardon s gronted,
by which the pumshment is remitted. But no

such wistakes ocenr-de the government of God,

{io roadeth the sécrete- of the hesrts Io is
intimately ncquaintad-swith ail the facts in the
cuse, can institate no punishment but what iy

just to be administrated, and, under such a gov- '

ernment, why shonld the punishmunt be remitted

for a sin committed ngaiust: full light and Ltiow-
ledge? Such forgiveness would bo wmanifestly
unjust.  And God has never declared it to us.
Heis the gracions forgiver of our sius; and sin
way bo forgiven, after the just punishmentis ad-
ministered ; — that i3, *remembered no more
ngainst us * Universalists, then, so far from
destroying, are ihe only Christians who maintain,
the Christain docirine of furgiveness, fur every
oilier sect perpetaates the sin throughall eternity

———

OBEDIENCE TO GOD THE SOURCE OF FREE-
DOM AND HAPPINESS.

Christianity requires all. who adopt it to offer
unte Go:! the sacrifice of a sincare and contrite
lieart—to act from corract principles, frous a seuse
of nght, und consciousuess of duty, It judges
human-conduct according to motives and inten~
tions, and not fram.outward manifestations. It
makes every wan.the arbiterof fis.nwn morsl
deatiny, by giving him ability to judge for himeelf
what is right, what is duty, and what ought to he
avoided. I:i confers blessings whero thére is

{ capacity to enjoy, and wizhholds, ouly wifes the !

bestowment would be productive of no goad.
Hence, it gnickens to a livehier senso of duty
and responsibility, by making every man feel that
he is personally to answer, not for hig conduct
worely. but also fur thendesires he may cherish.
Goud requures all aien to love him, which im.
plies thut every man is bound to cultivate the

Csoutiments of gratitude aud  reverence, aud '’

practice obedisnce to all his commauds. ‘I'his
does not abridgoe his liberty, but guatifies him to
apprehend whatia sight, aud 30 ackfroms high and
nobls  considerations of obligation v Ged and

tho amgig of the birds returne; for he knows
tiat ** ol things, whatsoever shall work together
Jfurthe good of them that love God ;" and to
God's will he chaerfully submit till thot ume
comes,

-

Such a man 13 happy—happy--ae no other
can be. God has provided no other way,—~no
other nante is'given, nnder heaven or-awmongst
mun—wheroby we can bo eaved, except the
j vatne of Jesus Chnste  His religun gives-freoa

dom,anapires confidence, and fills (ho soul with
, peaco and Jove. w.s. B’

|

| PROPANE SWEARING.

It is astonishing to sce how many indulge:a:
i this vice, when it is, andcan be of no possible
i benefit to any person under sny circumstences.
i Young me especially, practice it greatly to their
" injury. ‘They scem, wnany of them, to think it
bonorable, thateitaddsto thewr digmty, respect.
ability, or woportance. 1low much ave they s
taken! Tho very rescree 18 trae.  Lvery ume
a mhus uses profirio lauguage ha lowershinisell ta
the astimation of the -guod and wise, of every
nome and denompation. No virtuous high
nunded porson thuks. better of i for 1t ; and.
even thoso who have accustomed themselves to it
wore highly respect one that ie free from it.  And
. did all who now curse and swear realizd tho great®
loss they sustain by itin reputation, in morals and
j otherwise, wo do not believe they would ever
} again, take the name of God invain. ‘Fhe erils
. flowing from it are numcrous, in addition to all
!'this It is sin ageiust Gud.and as such, wust res.
| ceive adequate punishment. Ia some way or.
. another sorrow and distress will come, as the
. justpenalty of his law. It degrades tne mind,
| brings it down from its.native: dignity to things-
earthly and sensual ; wlile it gives a harshuessto -
{ the general character, and s hughly prejudicial
10 the cultivation of auythung like christian graces
or-pleasing and agreeubléananners. No man can
long ecmmand the esteem ofan enlightened ond
) virtnous. comzmuinty, olthough posscssed of al- .
{ mostall the. common advantages of life, whose
month utters cursings and p.ofanicy  The
probability-1s that he will sink'decper aud deeper
l_in evil ashe advances inage. Aud although he
{ way thuk ita small thing in auself, stsfl 1t will.
have a moat powerful nflucnee upon lus relative
, happiness andin deciding the rank he ultimately
i takesin socicty.

‘There 13 noexcuse fur the sin. 1tis mos: clearly
opposed to the laws of God, and ofall refined

L Jtisobjected lo the system of our thenloZi fyreluvons to the workd.  1le oheys God's com  aud cosilized carcles. To plead thntatis a habit

b

destroys the Christian docltrine of forgiveness,

sin.  ‘This objection is fonaded on one grand

l

iquity, transgression aud sitt. and: that will by n»
means clear the guiltyx"  Here we find that sin !
way be forgiven, that is, blotted ont, or remitted !

Again, iv Psalms xcix 8, % Thou wast a Gad who
Jorgavest them, though thou tookest'reveuge of!
their inventions* Here, also, we learn that God |

comfort ye my prople, saith your God. Speak’

punished, and yot forgiven ton. Afler the punish.

theology does not destroy. the Chnsuan doctrine
of forgivoness, but naintaing it It only destroys

(went of such work as o plaaned out for tam

g fide? Examme, then ; anaifyou be convinced  fo that partof it which relates topunishment. thal t | pungricnts, fur we knons tit his rights are 1o bo |

iantuned, aad-Lits bappiness  and honor best

teaching ¢ fu'l and complete punishmenl for every promoted n hat way. e will not deviate fromn

the hne of guiy, thus mdicater) by the wisdom

you auy mors n danger hy being honcstly. and theclogical mistake. Yan cannot point asingle _and loving aercy of God; fur be hus voather
conseientiously in error,—by believiug a doctrine | passage 1 the Biblo which zpeaks .of r"'ié’""‘". hight by which o walk; all withomt, to hua, 1s
whiab yon cannothelp beheving, from the force uess of punishment. In. Exodusxxziv 6, 7,abe  yar) qess, or. at hest, but dun nncertamty.  Saus- .

) . . H H cetrs 66 " .
of evidetice, and rejecung one which you are &Clmmﬂc' of '104.'3 P."°°‘mmcd.lmlns way* 'l-lu.  fied of what the wall of the Lard i, hn besvates
Lord Ged, merciful and gracious, fprgieing in-" | o0 0 nent, bat starts to the :u,'cnml.h-'\.;

{te
takes connsel from 10 one whose sdvice diverges
a singlaxhnds from the clear paithway,which opeas

-h3 H HA c . . ;
while their punishment they conld not fleo fron. | #traightbefore him. And, hence he feelsa per. .
feet freedan, aod will consenttono nfringment .

upon b rights. ‘I'he world, with i £ allarements.
caunot, when he is in such a frame ofmind, tempt

f:o.uld.forgwc their sins, that is cleauso thew feom | iy from hie course, or entangle him in itssnares.
iniguity. at the same, time thathe took vengeance | g frowns and sneers. or the flattertos el |
for them. Also in Isaiahizl. 1, 2, * Comfort yo,, prouuses of other,men, excucin hin no fesliug .

but thatof pity, and sexve.but toarm him with a

yo comfortably to Jernsalowm, and cry unto her, t 000 manly furtitude, and a firoer confidence in :
that her warfaro is accomplished,\that ber) e nrotection of Gud. Miis resalutions doliber- -
Iniquity is pardoned ; for sho heth receired of the-} aroly.formed, under 2 full knowledge of the cir- |
L,ord': hanlldoyblc Jor allher sins' Heve isan | cumaances, are not to. be changed, for shghty
ciophatic testimony, that sin ‘may be adequately | reanons, nnder tnivist circnmstances, fle will |

that cannotbe thrown off, 13 1o pajliston. Iican

vt put anay.  No person husbecowe su coufiru-

ed an 11,85 nut to be able at once ta cease swearing,

Any man can vesolve to do it and atail timese
afterwatds, practico in the use of a pure langooge.

To all [ wouldany sn the voice of Scripture, and

with all sincetity aud atfection towards theni—

ezpecially toall who have named tie name of
Umpversatbat~ Aofive all things, my brethren,

swear nog; neithec by lieswen, neither by the

carih, nerfireby any wtheroath, bat let yonr.y ez,

be yea: wnd yuur uay, nay1 least ye fali stito

condempation. ' James v ¢ 12, Agam, says the

Savievr—Swear not at ali: ucnher by heavens

fur 1t 1s Gods hirane ;s nor-by theearthe: for it1s

hus footstanl: nieitirer by Jerasalem ¢ for it is the

city of she great Kung 1 netiier shalt thow swest

by thy Uead, becnnse thou caust not inzke otu

hair white or black. Batlet Your communications

be yex, yea; and puy, nay; for whotsvever i

wmoro than these cometh of evil,”  Mautev e 3=
37.—=S'arin the Wesl.

+

i
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BETTING ON THEZ RIBLE.

natoven take a progressive step tilluew hightand |

ment is inflicted, Mo sin may be forgicens . IT%e | yrinciples. cquaily parc and sacred, ave super- | Can you beheve 1t 1—OQur Bapusiand Presby.
shoutd 2sk some Christiana how this.conid. b’-‘:, wdaced. [le must bave further aevolopaients to | ter.an prethren have reuily lcuvn to beting on
| they would nidicule the idea,. 'lI'lercﬂ_SOll‘ would ELado hun in s conduct, or- elze hs wall pursue ; o0 sacred sulyzcis, ! :
b, ‘lhc)‘ would bo.all de tme “""kf"g °f! tho even tenor of Inswway. As the plans ofishat ) see by the Rehgious Ark ' of May 20th, thalile
forgivonees of pun.ubmonl. And tho forgiveness  syveramont, to which he has sworn feshy, wero |+ Southern Baplist Almanac amd Annnal Regictrr
which our Chnsiian clergy preach Is generaily petfected. in wisdam, ho lnake.for uo sudden . for 1843," offers 1o bet §1000: 1hat ne 'p:::s::ga .
represcuted, and genorally understood, to beo lhc‘ changes, bot .coustanly. amarks tke-progress-of | can be found 1u the Bule teaching snfam vaptism
fosgicness ot seunission. of heal torments. Bui' that groweh whick promases afall matunty, and | J. C Bradley. a comrespordent of the Aia,
the Bible knows nothing about surh, & doctrine , an abundant horvesh. Any iuterference,.chul | which 15 a Camboerland Preclpn'oran paner
It nover teaches, the forgiveress ar remission of | winds, or dark and_postentious clonds, excite no , accepts the .wager on certain con ditione.”  Th )
_punishment for sins committed. It is the forgive- apprehensions of permanent calnmaty.  Hus faith | above in from tho Star:n the \Wests How long,
nesg vf-ains 3 by which st r-undesstood, the blot-: m God enables hun-to look beyond them all,and § will «t Le, oh how long, before gambii.g wil
ting out, ur.cleansing . from, slter dueyusico .o | paicene a cleansky,.a warm sun.and a nich re- | cease in ong land, while our Baplist aga Presby-
adaumstered.  Yousce, then, {hat ens system of| ward. lla achauts, without a muraer, to the | terian taghbors ent the world an exaw;le
tempurary wnavtiv enience, fur he entexaains ueta . hetting onths Scriptora proofs of a controzeried s
single doubtos to the result. Ho is willing (0| docirine! We hope to sece betier cxamplasss n

|

the; gross of fesviveness of punishment | *Ha L swaita little Aill, the -winter be over and goné; and.{ moraluy se1 by -tiie religious - presal. |

A preoar 31000 cager. |
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SALVATION BY FAITIL

CONTINUED FRON T ACT

e —

NMUMOER.

* For what i gome did not believe, shall their
ainhelief mako tho faith of God wuhout effect?
WGod forbid § yen, let God bo truo, but every wan
o hurs!  Rowans ity 3, 4.

WE resume tho argument, in this dis-
«ourse, concerning those prisonors brought
forward in our last. Wo left them dn
bondage undor the sentence of the law,
with no hopes of deliverance. Tho first
year rolls away. The king says, My son,
the time has come; go, and reveal my
love to these prisoners, by bringing the
promiso of their redemption to light. The
son flies on wings ef love, enters the prisen
and oxclaims 3 1 bring you good tidings of
groat jov. My. fatler, the king is yeur
friend. e loves you ; and that love has
induced him to proclaim your liberation
asafreo gift. 1Ie has promised (and ho
cannot lie) thatin two vears from thisday
vou shall be free. This covenant, so far
as concerns its fulfilment, is nnconditional.
Believe, and you will be saved, by faithia
tho promise, from your present fears and
coundemnation under the law.

Those stubborn prisoners see a sufficien-
cy of evidence to believe the promise —
They excrcise unshaken faith, in this se-
cond covenant belween the father and son.
"This faith works by love in their heartsy
sud purifies them from disobedience. Their
souls meltin view of the love and goodness
of the king, revealed to them by his son,
In fine, they love him because he first
loved them. They are now saved by faith
in his promise, fiam not anly all their mise-
ries and sorrows, but from their disobedi.
ence, and look forward with joy, to the day
of redemption. Here we perceive the
% rightcousness of fauth?® which far ex-
ceeds the * righteousness of the law.”—
They now delight to obey the king, be-
cause they arc under the influence of love.

Here let the question be asked,—are
these three men to be let out of prison, at
we uppointed time, because they believe
the promise or love and obey the king ?—
‘They are not. Their redemption depended
on the truth and faithfulness of the king’s
promise, which he made to his son, and
that promisec would have been fulfilled,
even i{ it had not been revealed to them,
ull the day of their deliverance. They
are not to be set free, as a reward for their
Saith, love, and obedicnce. They have
great peace and joy in believing thut prom-
ise. 'They are in the happy enjoyment of
asalvation by faith, and that is all the re-
ward they deserve, or have reason 1o ex-
pect.  We here perceive, that these three
1aen are made to establish the law of their
king, by faith, in the good news he 3ent

them by his son, which is to thewm a
gospel.  We now see the prupriety of the |
apactle’s language. ¢ We conclude that a1
man is justified Ly faith, without the decds |
of the law. Do we tnen make void the )
law through faith 2 God forbid ; yea, we |
establish the law.” We also perceive, |
that these three men are not to be liberated !
from prison, because they believe the prom-
ise, or love and obey the king. Buton the
contrary, it is the king’s love 2nd promise
to them which sets them free.

Let us now notice the other three pris-
oners. One sayvs, I do not believe that
we shall ever be released from prison. It
istoo good news to be true.  Well, shall

his unbelief make the kings promise of | to condemnation.””  Ohadianan + ¢ Loy

nene effert? The kg ottt 5 yea ot
the king be true, but that man a linr, , But
lot it bo remembered that he cannot be

proved a liar, unless he is liberated.—
Would you now go and tell that man, Sir,

because you will not belhieve, you shall
never coms forth from prisen? DBut do
you not perceive that by so doing, you
would give the king thelie t It would be
saying that his promise was good for noth-
iug, unless tho man would believe it, It
would be contending that the unbelief of
this prisoner will meko the king's promiso
of none effect.

The two other prisoncrs exclaim, we
believe tlus second covenant, but it must

bear some resemblance to the first, which
is conditienal. We believe thut we shall

getout of this prison, if we continue to
serve the king as we have lisrotofore, by
keeping his commandments. Hero are
iwomen trusting in the first covenant for
doliverance. They are trusting in tho
Iaw. They are depending on their own
fove and faithfulness to the king for re-
demption, and not or the king’s love, prom-
ise, and faithfulaess to them. Here then
we see tho righteousness of the law in
those two prisoners ; in another we sce the
eficct of unbelief; and in those three who
remained disobedient under the jirst cov-
enant, we see the righteousness which is
of faith, when they heard the glad tidings
of redemption in the second covenant.

At length the day of their redemption
dawns, ‘Thoy are all brought to the know-
ledge of the truth, Thuse three prisoners,
who were saved by faith in the promise,
during those two years of suspense, now
find their faith lost in certainty. ‘Their
salvation by faith has come to an cnd.—
Aund so has the unbelief, condemnation and
doubtings of the other theee prisoners. In
one word, the belief and undelief of the
six are lost in knowledge, and they burst
out in songs of deliverance. So we per-
ceive that a salvation by faith, and a con-
demnation in unbelief, can last no longer
than till we come to the knowledge of the
truth in cternity.

Let us now apply this to the Scriptures.
Man sinned, and not only involved himself
in guilt and misery, but was sentenced to
that very death wi'h which God threaten-
ed himy ; “Dust thon artand unto dustshalt
thou return.”” Here was the end of the
first covenant. and the termination of all
the miseries of life. It is evident from rev-
clation, as well as reason, that man at
death drops to a stale of insensibility, and
knows no more till he is made alive in
Chirist, who is himself the second covenant.
‘The language of Scripture 15, the dead
iknow nol any thing, they sleep,~—and the
apostle (in Cor. xv.) reasons that if there
be no rosurrection, then there will be no
future existence ; that they which are fallen
asleep in Christ are perished, that preach-
ing was vain,—faith was also v, and
that the Christians were yet in their sins.
On such language as this, 1 can put no
other construction than that the resurrec-
tion is our salvation and eternal life, our
deliverance from sin and imperfection.—
Under the first covenant, the resurrection
in Christ was not revealed to the human
family, and they remaned of course under
the sentence of condemnation, with no
hopesof a future existence. ¢ By the of-
fenco of one judgment came upon all men

wag enforced by threatenings on the one
hand, and promises of tomporal rewards on
the other, which were communicated to
L tho fathers by the prophots.

But God hay in these latter days spoken
uato us by his Son, and through kim re-
vealed the second covenemt, in which ho
“gave him the heathen for an inheritance,
and the uttormost parts of the earth for o
possession,”” and declared him te be the
resmvection and life of the werdd. Ifin
the divine counsels ne Christ kad been
provided, tho human family, it appears,
would have remained in eternal slumbsr.—
They would have known but one covenant,
which would have rewarded and punished
them according to their doeds, and <con-
signed them to the rogions of the dead.—
¢ But sinco by man cama death, by man
came slso the resurrection of the dead.”

God saw fit to keep the human family,
for four theusand yenrs under the first cov-
caat, without the knowledge of cternal
life, through the resurrection of the dead.
But it was, at length, * made manifest by
the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who hath alolished death, and brought
lifo and immortality to light through tho
Gospel.””  Yes he first brought it to light,
and through his apostle declared, ¢ In hope
of cternal iife, which God, that cannot lie,
ptomised before the world began, buthath
m due timo manifested his word through
preaching.” ‘This promise of eternal life
all men are called upon to believe. The
moment they believe, they are saved by
{aith, and are at peace ; and they that doubt
are damned; they are alrcady under con-
demnation. But shall their unbelief make
God’s promise of eternal life, of nono ef-
fect ¥ God-forbid; yea, let God be true,
but every man a liar. % For he hath con®
cluded them all in unbelief that he might
have mercy upon all.”

e have now noticed the two covenants
—the law and gospel, have pointed out the
distinction between them,~—shown that all
conditions are confined to the law, and that
the gospel is unconditional, and justly -e-
quirgs our faith and confidence. We will
now bring to view the scripture doctrine of
salvation by faith, and show that divine
truth must have an existence before we can
he called upon to believe.

All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is based upon cternal and un.
changing truth.  Truth is one of the at-
tributes of Jehovah, and the unshaken pil-
lar that supports the throne of oternity.—
In truthand righteousness he governs the
world, and by an omnipotent arm wiclds

the destinies of men. Trath-is the sun of
divine revelation, pouring its beams -on in-

telligent creation, and calling upon all men
to believe. If a, man assert that which
does exist, it1s a truth ; but i he assert
that which does not exist, it is a falsehood.
Whatever has an oxistence in the compass
of reality, is o truth to be believed, and
whatever has no such existence, is a false-
hood not to be believed, 1t is bayond the
power of man 10 create one solitary divine
truth. Al thathe can do, is to declare the
existence of that which may be hidden
from others, or relafe some circumstances
respecting that which does absolutely ex-
ist. An absolute truth must, therefore, bie
prescnted to the understandings of men,
before they can he called upon to believe
it, or befors they can be called delicvers

for cunwracing 11, or unbelievers for reje-
dng:t. Noman can be an unbeliever fi:
rejecting that which does not oxist. t\

Wo now commence plain argumont, ln,;
using great plainness of speech. Iy,
preaching tho Gospel of Jesns Christ, trut{i
must be the foundation. If, then, trut'%
must-exist before men can be called upe
to believe, tle question avises, what is ¢he
truth, which tho second covenant roveak
for the bolief of mankind?  Answer, it i§,
tho record God hath givon of his Son.—
Bat what is the record 7 Lot John answer,
“This is the record, that God hath given
to us clernal life, and thislife is in his
Son.” 1t then follows, that wo are to bes
liove that Ged has given us eternal lifo, in;
his Son, before the world began, and un:
changeably promised it. Paul says 5 * Infq
hiope of cternal life, which God, that car
not lie, prowised beforo tho world began.”
If wo beliove the record, we are in the &
Seriptures recognised as beficvers, and aro 4
saved by fatth, and will of course exhibit 3
in our life and conversation the righteous.
ness of faith.

‘The great error of many, who read the } 3
Bible, consists in supposing there is but -
one salvation. But there aro two, The |
first is & special solvation by belief in the [#
promise, and the second is our eternal sal-
vation beyond the grave, where we shall bo
brought 1o the knowledgo of the truth, in- (8
volved in the promise, and to know shall be |
life eternal.  Taith shall then be lost in
certainty. Now, if we disbelieve the re- §8
cord, will that make it fulse? No;
unbolief cannot alter tio truth,
record, then, be proclaimed to every creas {2
ture, seying, God has promised and given ¥
you eternal life in Christ,'before the world
began, and calls upon all to beliove it.—
But suppose they should all reject it saying
We do not believe one word of it, would
their unbelief make the promise or record
false? No. Would not then the record
prove true? It would. Then, the whole,
world would, of course, receive that cter-
nal life, which is promised and given them
in Christ. No, says the objector, they will
not believe. But can their unbelief make
God's promise of none effect?  Can it put
that truth out of existonce, and make it a
falsehood 7 'Wu would ask the objector,
what will thoy not belicve. Answer ;they
will not believe, that God has given them
cternat life in Christ, but they will not be-
lieve it, and because they will not believe
it, they nover shall obtain it! Then we
must contend (if they never obtainit), that
it was never given to them, and if not
given, then the record is false; because
the record declares, that God has given
them eternal life in his Son. It then fol-
lows, that their unbelief can make the faith-
fulness of God without effect, by rendering
the record he has given false.
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But, says the objector, it cught to be
stated conditionally as follows,—God first
calls upon men to belicve, and if they will
believe, then Christ will become their Sa-
viour, and then they will receive eternal
life in him, and not beforc. But does not
the objector see, that he has stated no trutk
for them to believe, in order to make
Christ their Saviour ¢ I ask, what does
God call upon them to believe ? There
must bo some truth presented, béfore men
can be called upon to believe. God calls
upon men to believe, what 2 That Christ
is their Saviour? But you said he was
not their Saviour, till afler they believed
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for's statement, that he 1s not the Saviour
31 unbelievers.  Now, do you not per-
oive, that if you should call upon them
) believe, that he was their Saviour, you
Rovld call upon them to believe a lic?—
What you would call upon ‘them to believe
“ahat did not exist 7 And what does net
xist, canuot bo truo.  Grant, says the ob.

cale $otor, that he is the Saviour-of the world,
It i5,2l), as many as do notbeliove In him, shall
L— Jdover besaved. 1But how can’he be the
‘en| Baviour of n'man lie neversaves? ‘Two
‘enffidividuals wre Browning in tho water;
hi< #44 exert all your power to save them, bt
be-!4il. Can you cull yourself'the saviour of
in}ghose two men, from temporal death ? Im-
ane{ Sossibla,  Incorder for Christ to be called
Injghe Seviour ¢f tho world, he must save the
Ir {dvorld ; otherwise, there is not a shadow of

ropricty in giving him that name. And
g ohn says, © Wo have seen, and do testify,
jihat the Fathor sent the Son to be the Sa.
Riour of the world,”— \We know, indeed,
Ahat this is the Messiah, the Saviour of the
vorld..”

i {(We here inquire of the objector,—
~‘Woyou then grant that he is tho Savieur
of all men,—the Saviour of the world,
#s the Scriptures doclaro? ¥ so, wo
urc youg that he will save the num.
%er of whom he is declared to be the
But, xeplies the objector, he is
ot the Saviour dfany man till ho believes.
2We ask,~—till he bolieves what 2 Why,
eplies the -objector, tll he believes that
[Christ is his Saviour,—if he believes so,
%t will.be su. Let usunderstand this ;—
'S-ou say heis not the Saviotr of an un-
Eheliever ; still he must believe that Le is,
fand that he will make himso. Then he
nust first helieve a lie and that will create
i wruth.  This is {as Paul says) « turning
fthe truth of God into a “ie.” But l¢t us
}nolice the record.  “This 'is the record,
hat God hath given to us-etorpal life, and
his life is in his Son.” Do you grant, that
ed has given -eternal life in Christ to
very man? No, says 'the objector.—
“Nery well, then they cannot be called
ipon to believe it. 'Finally, says the ob-
ector, grant that ke has. This being
foranted, we would ask, whether they will
$not come in possession of it, if God’s prom-
pnise stands?  Certainly. But replics the

nust first believe, that they have eternal
3lifc in_Ohrist before it exists, and belioving

his lie will croate it
But, replies the objector, it is impossiblo

2 ihat any man has cternal life given him in
IXChrist, till he believes, We then ask,
Hwhat truth do you wish him to believe, se
Shihat he may obtain this eternallife? The

+fact is, there is none. Ho must believe
gthis truth, itself, because it is the record 5
%t this, you have toaken from him. You
. -nnot call upon a man to believe, till you
fadmii the existenee of that ery trufh gou
fwish Lim to beliover. In order fully to
fexpose the inconsisteney of his condition-
2l salvatien, we will introduce an example.
Suppose a futher tell his servaut, I have o
son in London, nineteen yaars of age, who
bis in poverty and distress. I haxe given
him in sy w1l five thousand dolars, and I
promise that it shall be put inte his posses-
sion in two years. It is recorded, and that
record is true. Go, my servant, and pro-
claim to him these glad. tidings of great
joy, and call upon him to believe, so that

thoso two ycars of suspense. and be made
happy, oven dinidst bis wants, by looking
forward ‘to fhe day avhen it shall be put
into his possession,

Thesorvant sets ott on his mission, and
honestly believes that he undorstands his
vrrand.  Being arrived, he addresses him
as follows,—Son, your father is very rich,
and ho has not willed you five thousand
dollars, norgiven it to you on record; and
he never will, unless you will first delicre
that hie has. But. replies the son, according
to your message, if' I should believo that
he has given me five thousand dollms, T
should belicve a lie. Let my Hather first
give tho money, deposit It in some bank,
send mo evidence of the fact, and with joy
[ will believe him.  Well, replies the ser-
vant, you are a disobedient, stubborn un.
believer! because, if you would only be-
lieve so, it would be so, and you would
have the money intwo years.

You perceive, dear, reader, that this ser-
vant has presented no trath for this son to
bolieve. Ie wishes to:give liim the im-
pression, that the obtaining of this fortune
depénds on his befiering, and net -on the
testament Tecord, und Fauthfulness of his
father. ‘In fact, he denies the existence of
the futher’s will, and ‘the record, and re-
quiresthe son to believe a lic so as'to create
the truth. Tho servant does not under-
stand his message, and the son does not
iknow on whet certainty to xest .for the
money.

In the same manner we are called upon
to secure an inlcerest, an eternallife, in the
Saviour. They will not admit its exis-
tence till 'we bclieve. Then delief must
.create it. But may ‘we spend our last
{breath in convincing poor sinners that itis
alrcady secured in Christ for them, so that
'they iy believe,-end live byfaith on the
Son of God.

Theifather senlis another messenger.—
‘He tells this son of the goodness of his
‘father, and that he has willed him five
‘thousand dollars, thattthe will is put oh re-
curd, and that this fortune will be put into
his possession in two years. The son
does not believe it. Now he is an unbe-
liever. But does his unbelief alter the truth
of the will or of the record. No. The
certainty of his obtaining the money, rests
on the faithfulness of his kind parent.—
This servant perseveres, uses convincing
arguments, and the son at length believes
the record, is saved by faith from all his
miseries, and rejoices with joy unspeck-
able. Buthis delicring does mot make the
record any more true than it was before he
belicved it. It simply alters his present
condition by kindling in his bosom the joys
srising from faith and anticipation, — We
have now answered the objections that
would naturally be brought forward by
those who believe that our eternal salvation
is predicated on conditions. Asasorks are
not the requirements of the Gaspel, only
so far as they flow from faithin the truth,
and 2s faith must precede works, therefore
the truth of our oternal life in Christ must
exist preyious toour believing. Conse-
quently all conditions are excluded from
the gospel-covenant,

Wo will now meet the objsctor on the
doctrine of clection aud reprobation, the
substance of which is as follows,— After
man fell, God was pleased to.provide a Sa-
viour fora part of the human * family.—
That clect number he chose in Christ be-
fore the foundation of the wonld, gave them

tasted death. The Gospel is now to bo
preached to the whole world, and as long
us they reject it, they aro unbelievers. But
the elect shall, sooner or later,all bo brought
to bolieve.

We will examine the foundation on
which this statement rests. ‘Lo bring it
claarly before you, we will teke an ex.
ample. Suppose there is a congregation of
one hundred persons. Frity of them wero
«olectad tooverlasting life, beforo the foun-
dation of tho world,—were secured by a
Saviour, and the rest+were roprobated to
rendless woo. For them no Saviour was
designed, and norcternal life over «has, or
-ever will be, given them in him.  Suppose
a sermon i€’ preached+o those one hundred;
and the fifty, who are-clected, believe the
wecord of their eternal life, are brought to
the obedience of faith, wiile the other fifty
romain unmoved. The preacher -turns
upon them and pronounces them unbolicv-
crs.  But in what sense are they unbeliew
ers? There has been no truth presented
to them, which they disbelieve. Must
they beliove that Ohrist is their Saviour, or
that they have an eternal life in him?
But they wouldsin such case believe a lie.
Ifdhey believed right the roverse of the
:elect,—Dbelieved that God was theirienemy
and that Christ was not their Saviour, they
weud be believers.  But if they ‘believed
whet the fifty conver(s did, they would be
unbelievers. Ve here repeat one premiss
Jaitl- down in our last discourse,—viz. In

unbelicver, there must first be presented
some trutk for him to embrace or reject.

Now oither God has givon us sterndl

has not. If hehas, then we are unbeliov-
ersif we rejectit. If he has not given it,
and should we still believe that he *has, we
would then believe alie. But neither our
belicf nor our unbelief can ever alter the
truth,

(God has ¢t chosen us in Christ before

¢ she foundation of the world, that we should

be holy and without blame before him in
love : having predestinated us unto thead-
option of children by Jesus Christ to him-
s+If, according to the good pleasure of his
will™ ¢ # & & &“QTaving made known
uito -usihe mystery of his will according to

in himself; thatdn the dispensation of the
fulness of fimes, he might gather together,
an one, &l things in Christ, bothavhich are
in heaven and which are on enth, even
in him.” Some apply the above to the
«<lect. But it cmbraces all things in
heaven and earth, which are to bo gathered
dogetiier in Christ, and be new creaturcs

Inaddition te ahis, we will introduce tvo enoro
passages.  * Who hath eaved ns, and called us

but according to his owa purpose and grace
which was givon us in Christ Jesus bofora the
world began.” In these Scriptures we aro 3.
sured firs!, that God chose us in Christ, before the
{oundation of the world; escondly, that he gaved
usaccording to his own purpose and giace, be.
forothie world began””  In these Seriptures we
are assored firel, that God choge us in Christ, he-
foro tho foundatian of tke world; secondly, thaut
ho savod us acenrding to his own purpuss and
grace, beforo the woirld began, and thindly that,
he promiced eternal life before the world begao
‘These thinga being embraced in hisoriginal plan
and purpose, their performance is therefore as
certain a3 that the whole plau of God wiil be
«carried into execation.

‘There is, in my humble opinion, a strange in-
consistency in the common docitine, ‘Lhey con:
tond thaton account of thé transgression of our

«ordor for any man:to be styled a belicver or

life in Christ before the world beg, or he !

his goed pleasura, avhich he hath purposed |

with a hioly calling, not accordingiv our works, |

andeven camointo existence totally depraved.
‘To show tha justice of Ghd.in this constitution of
our nature, thoy comengn that Adam was our
dovenanthead,'and had hio inaintained his original
purity, welshould also havo stood perfect in hohe
niess, and no one would have any reason to com.
plain.  Now since Adam has fallen, and involved
usfin ruin, it is equally,just in God, that we should
sha.o tho-fate of our covenznt head in tho oue
instanco as+in the other. Butifwe mako use of
this samo argument in relation tv Christ, the ge-
cond Adam.~if we coniend that he was the cov-
enanthead of every man, that tho covonnnt was
uot mado-for this, but for the future world,—that
this covanant of grace being made between the
Father and-the Son, wes'to stand indepondent of
man,—that eternal lifo was promised and given
us in him before the world ‘bogan,—~that as our
covenaut ‘head, hio -resisted all temptations, and
perfectly ‘fulfilled tho law, that he died and np-
peared ulivo beyond the tomb, free from temptas
tion, and 1n a holy and imniortal constitution, It
we cotend Tor this, making use of thoir own ar-
guments, saying that it is just as rationa! that we
shoultd appear-in tho image of Christ in the future
v/orld asithat wo -should come into this world in
theimage of Adem, they will pronounce the ar-
gument,'so lar as applicable to Adaw,-sound logic,
but so far asthissamo argument of theirs is ap-
plied'by Universalistsito Christ;they pronounce it
perfect jargon.

But, says the dbjector, thero is one point you
havo uot settled, and I will here rest the whols
of my argument upon it. It is this,—God has
1 no instance promised eternal life to unbelisvrrs;
and. unless you can prove that tho promise does
extend to them, your arguments must fall like
Tolteancss to the ground. We huve certamly
proved this, and to attend to the objector's ro-
quest would butbe,in some measure, going over
the ground giready orcnpicd. Wewill, however,
just touch this.point ngain, We willintroduco
the fullowing words «of Pant to Istus. “In hopo
of eternal life which God that canaotdic promised
beforo:the world Lagan.”

I God promised ‘his creatures -eternal life be-
Tore'the world began, will they not obtein it.
They will for this passage-saysthat-he cannot lie,
But,-saysthe ojector, he'has not promised it to
the unbeliever.  We would then enquire, what is
it that constitutes him an tnbclieccer Why ;do
you call hiim an dubelicver Do you saybecauss
he disbelieves the truth of God’s promise “Then
you must, of course, adm:: tho truth of God's
promise to him. If so, it must stand,for God
cannot lie. You cannot call upor a sinner o be-
liere, until you -cdorit the existence of that tery
truth, you wish'liim to believe; God’s promnse of
cternal hfe 1n Christ, is the gospel wo arc-called
upon to believe, with a sincere heart. 1If you
contend that itis promised to an -elect number
only, and not'to-the-reprobates,then if they should
allbe bronght to the knowledge of the truth,
what would they believe  Aus. Theclest would
;*believe the promise of cternal }ife was made to
them, the reprobates would beliove Tight the re-
werse of the elect, and il would be believers ¢
No. says the objectonthe reprobates ought to be-
lieve just as the elect do. But in this
<ase, they wonld bdlieve, nhat they -also had the
prowmise of cterndllife. This wonld be believing
4 lie, because yon say, God hos not made them
that prontise.  #ow would you preach to sach
persons  If yeu-esll upon themto beliove tho
truth of the gospel, which ‘is <temal life, you
wvould call upan them to bekisvoalie. How can
j you extricate woarsell fromains difficully  But,
inquires the alfecter, how do you know that God
has promiscd this etetrnl &f 10 all Ans. Be-
| cause the Scripu res o call men cither belicrers
i ot unbelicvers. in view of the promise, tha: God
‘hns wade.  Take away that promisoe, and belicf
ot unbeliefrespecung & can no louger have.an
exisience.  Belicvers aud unbehievers would be
no more

But. says the oljector, this is not proof, that
eternzd Kfo is promised to an ucbeliover. Well,
Taw surprised at this asgertion of my opponent ¢
First, 1 ask, whaz do Jyon call a believer Awns.
Oue who bolieves, that God has promised: and
gwenhim eternal 1ifs in Christ, before the world
tegan. Then of course an unbelicrer must bo
one, to whoin God hasalso promised, and given
crernal life in Christ before the world begas, but
who will not Lelieveit. -But, says the objector,
thiscannotbe. I wouldthenask whether ctern-
al life was uot promised, and give in Christ to the
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belierer beforo ho believedit  Certainly. It must
fixve beon & truth Lefore his could belicve. Well
whit was ho atthat e  An  unbeliever of
course. Thon eternal [ifa 13 promsed to ul}, be-
cause 1Lis the lack of faith, w that neper fartsng
prortise of Jehayal, that constitutes an unbehove
or  But says tho objector, a man *' mustdo so
and so,” or he caunot ba saved. ‘Ihis is not
correct ; he toyst believe or ho cavnot be saved,
We aro saved by fumth in the promize, and are
pecuntted to Jook forward with savisfuction and
Joy toan immortal existence, whaere we shall
be free from sin, sorrow, and pain,  This faith
and liope fill tho soul with love to God, aud in.
ditce s to break off onr sins by righteousness.
So a salvattan by faith can only be enjoyed in this
tife, and is to end, when faith and hope are lost
w certmaty, aud i joy. Though only a few are
aved by faith, yotall shall know the Lord from
tho greatest to ghe least, whom to kuow is life
aterral

ledge, and evory heart feol. 'The Roman
conturian in the darknese f his heather

God!" What must tho Christian say, af.
ter a deoper insight into lus Saviour's mis-

which is to move our souls, but tho.great.
ness of the spirit with which.he suffored,”
~—that in mere sensibility to his sufferings,
there is * povirtue, no moral worth, and
wo dishonor Jesus, when this is the chicf
tribute wo offér him,” that with-the apostles,
“ roverence, admiration, sympathy with
his subhime spirit, swallowed up;in 4 great
measure, sympathy with his sufferings.”
Let us, then, approach the cross, and be-
hind-tne agony endeavor to discern somo-
titing of the spirit that was munifested
there.

The eross of Christ ! We sce there a
manifestation of unfaltering adherence to
duty. We say, unfuitering adhorence.
If Jesus shrunk frowr the bitterness of the
last hour, if he prayed with intense agony
that the cup, might pass from him, he did
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OVERCOME EVIL \WITH GOOD.

Does hunger prey upon thy foe?
‘T'hen let him feel the blessed power
OF Christian love—quick (o him go
\With bread, all that boe aceds ; this dower
Shall quell his hato; perchanca shall burn
Upon his head like coals of firo,
Consuming all hiswrath, or turn
T'o cordial love his fiendish ire.

Should angry man lay brutish blow
Upon thy check or left or right,
Retuarn it not, but make him know,
‘I'ha strength, the all enduring might
Qfperfect love. This, it may be,
Will conquer him z if not, "tis bliss
To thee; it brings thy soul to see
Sumowhat of heaven O seek for this !

freo from that, Perhaps, if that duty
might be discharged without that poignant
suftering, if it might bo accomplished
without the thorus, the scourging and the
cross, he would. have itso ; but the “Fath-
er’s will be done ! And, strengthened, he
calmly rose from that hour of anguishy and
went forward to the end! The.rough
palms could not deter lnm, nor the fierce
mockery—all that Pilate, all that man could
do, could not urge him to desist from the
completion of hiswork. The sense of the
presence and favor of God is the susjmining
strength of the good, and perhapsit was in
relation to this that he cried out, ** Eloi,
lama, sabachthani 1 But that thought re-
mained but for a moment, and, in victo-
rious assurance, he commended his spirit
to.the Father. Ilis duty wasdone, accomp-
lished through toil and bloud, and thet pa.e,
bleeding. face bore smpress of the sprit's
lofty triwnph. | Ilero, then, was duty un
waveringly adhered to —the allotted work
performed, despite all trial.  This is one
lesson that we lcerp from the cross of
Christ. Let it have its anfluence upon us.
i Letus remember that duty, atall sacrili-
i ces, is to be performed. Lo this we must
! cling, 1t what sill fail, or threaten. And

tho triymph will come, at last.  The duti-
{ ful spirit is ever the victorious spirit. No

1 one ever went forward in duty, despite all
Whaterer may, be the speculatiye views,

obstacles, without reaping, in the end, an

" abundant reward.  ‘The moral ceward, the
it ciffergnt.Christinos respecting the death !
it our Saviour, toall-there is a mighty in. ]

120 haung men revile and curse,

Aud vilify thy. houest fane ?
Return a blessing—nothing worse !

Let prayer ascend as rustnng flnne
1a their bebalf.—Thus, it is true,

May. not rechim from sinful lust
These followmen; but O! to you

It opgs.tho dwelliag of the yusts

Do states or kings in hate and *prido
Command theo forth to mortal etrife 7
Obey them not ; sull firm atide
Tu Christian love ; let humsu hfe
e ever sacred in thy sight;
And eooner die than shed the blood
OF feliow man.  Thus shall the sight
Ise thy defenca—1hy heiper. Gud.
[Pracucat Chnishan

THE CROSS OF CHRIST.

BY REV. L. H. CHAPJS.

—The cross of Christ.—Gal yi, 12.

time-server. the disobedicent, is always the
loser—the dutitul man smiles, trinmphant,
. . .o, atthe las',  The lght of God’s approval
terest and a pervading sanctity in the copveris the crown of thowns to o diadem
~cene of his crugifixion and the hour of , of glory, and his example becomes strength
Li-last agony. Around shatonce-nccursed | and victory to others.
woud, nuw radient vahwa glorious trans- ! 'I'hclrross 'lfc’""‘{f" f“,[(:' sct;ftl:lere 8
* srniation, there cling assecintions original lofty srf- }s]t‘zcr{ﬁcc;\x (;-t 31’_ xm'sf?  Croops
Forti 3 subline. that o S vonuer sufleror.  Not for himself, ho wears
stierung and sublime, that giva to its 1e- . 51 pleeding brow. Not for himself he
~weesentations by the way-side, at the altar, . incets that wounding spear, and dies.—
0 the church-top, wherever worn, wheyy Chrst died for the guilty, not as the guil-
-vus psgdyan wfluence deep and holy. and U<, He died for thea good, for their ever-
nsake it the comprehensive symbol of Chris. lnsting welfare.  He died that man might
i ! N 4 A ive—diegd thus, temporally, died in agony
-mmiy itself. a~d in shame, that man might have eternal
The ernss of Chrit! May ot not be hfe, :;ml hie won o know fmdd ]o}ve Goii.—
appropriste and beneficial forus to con.. Lo these great ends, he lived also. It so

id f th o piens o loid in the cours of his mission, thatifhe
sider some of tho.causes of its influerce ! ;oy1d teach men. wonid open the life, and

To all Christans tucre hngers around ' the truth, and the way, ho must die—he
that deathscene enough to melt and win | must come ingollision with pride and ig-
:he heart.  There isa consisteney in that ngmng,e-z 'l";d hrﬂf n{nd feaj, umtll bﬁx ctruc\ﬁ-
. . . ed. et e went torwacd with that ms-

pPer OF 0‘: {urg.’v,cness. 2 serenty in z]m sion. He tarned not from it. He hesitated
= It s finished,” o puthos in that struggling ' nor~ His 1fe was necessary to man. Ilis
homanity, a sublimity in that triumphant | death was_necessary. We de not stop
1anh. an appeal in that great selfisacrifice. | now to inquife in what respects that dea*h
4 power in that allpervading love, that | Was reessary, but it was for man's wel-
.s=ke the cross of the Redeemer radient fare, an1 in;meeting it Jesus died fur man,
) R o Ho sacrificed self for the good of the world,
-1 holy —that give it a peculiarity and an | And as we look upon thoso pisicad and

ism nnd in all the prejudice of his unbeliof,
oxclaimed “ Truly, this was the Son of

sion, and a closer study into his Saviour's
character ? It has been truly said, that «it
is not the greatness of Christ’s suffering

not shrink from duty—he did not ask to be.

upon which lingoers yet the sanctity of | the Redeomer. Weo have thera ny pyhikith
*, - + . T
prover, that face where holy tiwwpi b of traits and attributes that are enlenlated3

)

-t

realize that that blood whas shed fur us—was § |y tho affecuons.
poured out freely for our race, nnd that |
flesh marred and broken that we might be
betternnd happier. Andlet uslearn there-
from the duty of self:sacrifice.  Ob! how
litle-of Christ’s spiritis theve inthe world !
We .can endure but very litle. sulforing
evag for, ourselves, much logs far othecs.
Weo mourn il our schemes do not gratify
self. Wo do not extend self unul it be-
comnes identicnl with our races  Wo do not
lahor and'spare; and strive ana give, that
others may bo,blest.  Or, do we thus?
Do we ever sacrifice self for otheps’ good ?
Beliove it, whenever we do, we shall ex-
hibit a portion of that moral sublimity
which sheds a-radionco around the cross
of Christ.

T'he cross of Christ ! Webehold there
a holy submission and a triumphant con-
fidence.  There may be a shrnkipg from
physical prin.  "There may be a mnment.
ary cry of anguish. But theso aro transi-
ent interruptions.  The great spiritof that
doath on the cross, is submis.ion and trust
Submission through tests of ‘hame and
pain ; confidence wrung from dying ago
ny. “MMother ! behold thy son.”  What

a spring of human affections is opened | Doy not his character shine out in its powsg
here—here, upon,the .cross—here, amid ' er and attractiveness from this very factid
ull the tumult-of the mult-tude ! + Mother ! ! ‘There is nothing to foil the divimty of Ind
behold thy son” How tenderly, how|vines. We are forced to'acknowledg@
anxiously thesp words drop from the suf | thom, From the rugged wood they shing
fer:r's lips. Andwas there not anguish, | with a glory all theirown  Royal canopyJ§
a spiritalive to keen suffering, in him who | Jayrelled death-couch, could*not have madgk
spoke thus? Did not excessive thirst|ihem what they.are.. Thoy convert the in}

wring an oxclamation from his parched | strument of death and shamo into a symbof
lips? Was it not amid a sense of sharp bof glory—an,agent of victory.

endurapee_that he breathed that sublime | ‘Ilat Christ’s death should take place o
prayer? Elevate notthat cross, abovethe :
sympath es of human nature ! There was
-suffering there—afiliction of body and of
soul ! And yet—behold what submission ! ' yops, by giving .an authonty to his cloimyl
“Thy will be done, not mine.” He did | an expression. to hig love, & moral to hi§
not once swerve from that pious senti~ teachinge,an opportunity for Ra triumph.§
ment. He did not strive against it. And, [ And whatever cfficacy we attibute to hisg
then, over his dying moments, gleamed| donth: and his-cross, there is, certainly
that great confidence, like living sunlight. | this great efficncy —that-cross is a uiediun g
“ Father, into thy honds | commend my | of maml power—it concentratos upon. thef
spirit?”  The victory was won. The pzin ' jeart of man the majesty of tcuth, the sub-§
of the bedv. the sorrow ofthe mind, could | limity ofvirtae, the power of love. Thest
not triumph over tho trust of the sowl.— {shall” appearclearer, and have a warmerf}
So et us leirn to b8 submissive and trust | and more, direct inflatnee, ns men advance 3
fal. Lot no sorravs overwhelm. us with | in-moral perfection. ‘L'ho cross of Chrisif
despnir—let no burden force us from obe- I i3 the embodiment.of Clristienity—tlef}
dience to the will of God. Remember | manifestation of its true puwer. All ha},
Jesus and his dring moments. Let his | pan philosophies sink below it “Chistg
faith and trast -be-ours. For even.-amid | glone, marks the-divine origin and prove:
the darkness.of the third hour, they ]ingﬁr the ﬁfﬁ@ﬂ@y of the .gOS[)C‘]. It’is .2 meors e
with holy. ' ght around the cross of Christ. appeal to n moral being. _It-aims at theg
T'he crossof Christ!  We behold there | affections, It addresses the heart. It seul
omaipatent and universal, love,. This is|before man a model; it shows him the}
the great uttraction of that cross, 1tis an | depths of love. Trom that cross Chrisify
exinbitgd of love. No-. thundérs break | draws men. He does not force them, no:g
above that dreoping head. All thero is{bow them, by any physical power—he
caleulated o melt the heart of may, to win | does not dazzle them by a greatness thug
it, to smut2 open its affections, to draw out | belongs only to the intellect - but he drawif§
its_sympathies with, goodness and with | them—binds their affections to God, ex
truth. Eren here, amid the sacred sorrow | cites them to the practice of goodness by
of-the scona, breathes that benediction that { its cloar exhibition. By the cross, by the®
a lile while ago wo heard, from angel- | truth that was there vindicated, by the vir-g
tangues—* Peace on earth—good will, to | te that triumphed there, by the Jove thajg
man !” Peace and good will!* God speaks. | endured all and failed not—by these does}
it, even in the marred image of his belov- | the thorn-crowned and' crucified draw u
cd Son  Itis veiterated’ from the lips of | unto him.

bleeding sacrifice,. Wisdom may Jimit its |  What is.the salvation which Christ gives}
expedients. Power may refuse tocondes- ‘us? It isnot deliverance from materioli
cepd. Dut love knows no Lounds 10 its ! evil, merely—it.is not mere freedom fromyg
cffurts. Mightiest when it humbles itsclf Q outwnrd punishment ; it isdeliverance frongy
the most, dying but to triumph, it cannot | the ¢vil of 6ur own souls, frecdom from our)@
be repelled, it cannot be quenched.  With | debasing passions, our impurcldesires, owfg
outsiretched arms rushes from tho throne of'| sinful hearts. He raisesusto a strong vir &
God to the despest abyss of human wo and { tue and- a blessed love.  Hao saves us from$g
degredation, and Deity speaks not in the j our low. appetites, our degrading fearsg
swiul serenity of justice, but pleads with | our gloomy doubts, and makes us happy
bleeding side and-crown of thorns. Love #*l'makes us good. ‘This js the salvation o
this is the influence that breathes.frdm the ! Christ, and' this is the influence that-ema
cross and ntiracts us thero. . Loves! victo- | nates from his cross,. Go there! Bow a
rious over sorrow, shame and pajn. Lova! |its foot, Drink.in the spirit of him wi.
scok:ng the welfare of the world, Lovp! !is struggling therq with pain and death

festation of obedience, and devotion, ani3
confidence, and love, ainid sconos of gloot.§
and agony, exeorted for man's highest welg
fare, ~ We do notsay that there 1s no othif
meaning.in the death of Christ,  Wo viegd
it ngth- great crowning act of his missto
—an act intimately conneeted with th§
geont fuct of his resurrection. Had nd }
Christ died thus, aud bean exposed ta u}
jealous scrutiny of his enemies, to th oy 3
hausping: paing of the cross,-then we m ¢'{ 3
not have had that elear light upon his sopuy
chro that transtendent triumph of his risingg?
Was it not meet that he should die thus,
jected, despised, crucified ? ¢ Ilad ke dil:}- i
in exahntion—had he been surrounded ¥ g
triumphant ahd admiring friends, shoul!§
wo not lnck'the holy and beautiful Jessong
the -sublimo teachings, that wo now rc#
ceive? Earth's heroes have departe§
amid tho shouts of the mulitude, with, JuJ§
rels around their brows. Others havi
passed away inthe pomp of success, anf
the royulty of puwer. But Jesus of Ncfy

brutal scofls,piecced with nails and crowne
with thurns. But should it not be so ?

it did, then, seems an essential foet in bigs
mission. It appears to-us that vital ref§

sults aro.secuced byit. It crowns his 15§

softoned the lincaments of anguish ~lot us | 1o excite deep interest and to stirprofoundd’
Wae have therea man{ '
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breaking out in prayers of forgiveness, | [mbibe that hol
and appealing in sublime silence to the tes-
timony of its deeds. Oh! the cross of
Chnist is the exhibition of .God’s love w0
wan. From the cross, that love shall
triumph !

Thus have we endeavored to specify some

riaence that every mind must acknows ' outstretched hands, those -cold pale lips

of tho Jessons which come from the cro < of

y obedience, that blesee
confidence, that universal love~—and thenyg
igo forth, strong and free ! . Oh ! often, of
ten visit the cross of Christ, that you may g

feel its influences, and rejoice in its salva- §§

tion !
The cross of Christ!

. Tt stands there.
The Yody of the Redcemer Las been-takes &

N e o

(23



; THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, OR UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE.

23

‘Einvu_v. The crowd have dispersed to thetr
wmes. The seweng sun gilis st *lie stors
L ied vser i theur holy Justee , and through
$ho silent night, it stands there, an instru-
Fhnent of ignominy, and toriure, and death.
$And when themorning haht falls upon it,
Fihe people point to it as the wued on which
bthe molefactor died.  But itis an instru-

1oy s . .
yf@ment of ignowiny no more.  From that,
nd Yhour when he drew his Just breath, it be-

feae a glorous emblem, a rignof victory.
#Through the ages it stands,the guido of the
gsumung, tho hope of the doubting, the Test
hgof tho weary,  “Through the ages it stends,
Mony suns ‘shine upon it — nightlight
Aliko epochs roll their starry lustre-over it
§-—changes go on around it—but there it
J §<tands, the great manifesttion of truth and
iglove—the point of atonvment between man
3 Tho .cross of Christ! ‘I'he

f power that cannotbe overcome —an influ-
B once that reaches the heart, that exalts
¥ while it-bindg the soul.

B Christiun, cling to the once despised, the
& now-glerious cross! Let it be to you more
i than a symbel. Letits life and its spirit
M reign in you. Let him who hung upor it
X dwell in your soul. Cling to the cross of

% Christ - the sign of man’s salvation—the

- instrument.that reconciles himn to God !

“A-HARD QUESTION FOR PARTIALISTS.

N The Prophet Jeremiah speaking of tho
f awlul temporal calamities that had befallen
@ tio people of Israel, says—Lam. iv. 6
g ¢ For the punishment of the iniquity ofthe
3 daughter of my people is greater than the
punishment of thesin of Sodom, that-was
i overthrown as in a moment, and no-hands
"§ stayed on’her.”” Now, these people, whose
§ punishment was greater than the punish-
ment of the Sodomites, were not yet dead ;
and consequently were not enduring the
torments of the fabled post mortem %']ell.
Afterwards, in the last verse of the same
chapter, the Prophet -says, * Fhe punish-
ment-of thine iniquity+is accomplished, O
daughter of Zion ; he will no more .carcy
thee away ianto captivity.: he will visit
& thine iniquily, O daughter-of Edom ;_ he
3 will discover thy sins.” ‘Ilere we learn
14 that thio punishment of ‘the sin of the house
of Istael, which was greater thit the pun-
ishinent of the sin of Sodom was accom-
plished. It came to an end. 'Therefore,
this punishment, greater that the punish-
ment of the Sodomites, was femporary and
&tmited, and endured on carth, and wn this
life, :

The question for Partialists to answer—
the knot for them to untie, or cut, is this :
1€ the Sodomites were and are suffering,
-and’ to sufier endlessly, in an immortal
*Hell, how could the Prophet say that the
temporary, earthly, limited * punishment
of the iniquity-of the Israelites was GrEaT-
Er than the punishment of the sin of
Sodom %

~8

ONE BEING N 1TS FAVOR,

According to orthodox theology, there'is
uno being. who above all others, is pleased
with endless misery. He is the only one
in fect who wishes itirue. <Does the:read-
er ask whohe is? We reply, e is called
the Devil,'the gréat enemy- df God and
Christ, and the Prince of*hell. As he is
the Ruler of that dark fiery.country, he of
course wishes to got as many subjects as
possible~—and if the generality of doctors
of divinity are correct, he will be.more
successful in his-effoits than the Son of
Uod. Hewill gather to.himself more than
hafof those whom Jesus-came to-save—
No beiug-in the Universe, so +far as we
kuow, likes the doctrine of :endlesssin and
rebellion against' God, except the *“fati.er
of lies”~a fact worth remembering.

But it is a little rémarkable that when
wa.prove 10 our limitarian friends-the des-
truction ofthe devil, hell and sin, they
seem‘to mourn as though they were soon
1o lose their father and dearest fome.

‘+ MBN CALL--UPON -GOD IN- TROUBLE.

‘The Lord says_of the ‘people’ of Isracl,
by the Prophet Jeremiah, ii. 26, 27, “As

the thief 13:ushamed when o is found, so 1s
the house of lstuel ashamed ; they, thelr
kengs, their princes, and thoir priests, and
their prophets, saving to a stock, Thou-art
my father ; and to a stone, Thou hast
brought me furth : for they have turned
thewr back unto me, ond net thoir foce :
but in the time of their trouble thoy will
sy, Arise, and savo ns,”

How well and graphieally do those
wo:ds describe a sery general principle of
hutoan nature ! How many myriads of
men -who forget Gud in prosperity, and
virtually or pract cally worship other gods,
yet call upon him in trouble ! ‘Thought-
less of overruling God, while in safety ;
yet, in the times of danger, they. remem-
ber him, and call upon him, saying,
“Arise, and save us!®”® In health they
forget that God istheir Presorver @ but in
sickness; and fearing death, thoy cry to
him *with whom are the issues from
death.” Ilappy und rejoicing in prosper-
ity and all the pleesures of life, theythink |
not of the bountiful Source of all'gootts but:
in mistortane, and trouble, and pain of,
body and mind, they call upcn God to)
“ariso and save them.”—Strange incon-!
sistency ! smazing ingratitudr § \

Should we not continually remember the |
Almighty, and recognize in him our
Father, Friend and DBenefactor? Why
shouldvwe enjay'his favors thoughtlessly,
and without one feeling of gratitude ; and
then, sinour “tune of trouble, say, Arise,
and save uy ! 7 ?

It is well that God does not forget us,
-and cease 1o care for us, although we for-
get and forsake him ! ‘

MISQUOTATIONS FROM SCRIPTURE.

** God tempers the wind to the shurn Jamb.”
-A smoolltline of Sterno. Compare [s2.27: 8.

¢ In thoanidst of life we are in death ™ Drawn
from the burial service.

 Bread and tvine, which the Lord hath com.
‘mended-to be ‘received.” From the Church
*Catechism,

in Seripture, .

Thatthe pirit ¢ *would go fromheart to heart
asoil from vessel 1o veasel.” Not.in Scripture.

* The-merciful man is merciful 10 bis beast.”
The Scripwires is, * A nighteous -man regardeth
the life of his beast.” Prov. 12:'10

* A nation shall be born .in a day.” “Shalla
nation be born atonce 7 " .lea, GG:8.

Iron sharpencth iron, s0 doth 2 man the
countenance of his friend.” * Iron sharpeneth
iron, so 2 man sharpenesh the conutenance of his
friend.” Prov, 27.: .17,

“ That he who.runs-may resd " "+ That.ho
may run thatreadethit,” Heb, 2: 2,

« Owa no man auything but love.” « Owe no
man anythiug,«but to love one anather.” Rox.
13: &

[In the following passages the Halics are poy
iu Scriptare.

“There am { in'tho midst of thero, end that fo
bless them.”” Cowmp. Ex320: 24.

“That the word of the Lord may have.lreo
- course and run- aud be glorified.” £ Thess. 3 :
-L

‘“Abovo ail that we ask or think, or are worthy lo
receive.” Eph.3: 20.

“Wath, him is a plenteous redewmption, thal. ke
mey-besought unto Ps. 1032 7

Prayer that »what was sown in weakness,
.nay be raised in power.” *Comp.3.Cor..15: 43,

to cenceive the things.  Scripture:  Nelther-have,
it entered intothe heartof man the things," ote.;
“but God hath-rovealed.them uiito us by his.
-spirit.”” 1. Cor 2: 0. .

\Va have taken the preceding orticle from the
*t New York Observer” of Saunday Jast. It ap-
poars in that paperas an origimal .communica-
tion. “To do goodoud communicate,” is n
Scriptural and rational imunetion ; and wo hope
the Observer-will copy what follows, as part
second ol misquotations, &c.

J.—=Man-i§ praneto evil as the sparks fly-np-
wards.”t This 1snotinthe Bible. ScoJobv:
7.+ Yetmay iaborn into trouble, as the spaiks
fly upwards.”  Being “prone to evil,” aud being,
“born-unto tranble,” are.very different mattars.

2.<=God oul of Christ is a consnusing fire.’s

“ Not to-he wase above what iswrittepn.®  Not

Neither hath it entered into tho heart of man |

3.~ * As thodree falls, so it lies . as death leaves
u8 30 judgment -shid)l find vs.” Very erronjous.
quotations atid misrepresentation. See Bcclesi-
astes xi: 1—3,

4.—No self murdorer shall have eternal lifo.”
False quotationa. Ses 1'John, iii s 152 **Whose:
hateth his brother, is 4 murderers snd yo know-
that no mtrderer huth eternal life abiding in
him,"

5.—ft isappointed unto all men onco todio-
aud after death the judgment,” False quotations.
The word ALy is nnt m the passage. Sce teb,
it. 27 Andas itis appointed unto mon once to
flie, but alfter this the judgment, sv Ghrist was
once offered,” &e.

that the wicked shaltbe turned into hell,
and all the nations thef forgat God 2 Now
get them outif you an!® Mz, Murray
with his accustomed: slrrowdness roplied—
s Sir, do we not read that death and liell
delivored up tite: dead: that were in themn?
Get then back ogainif.you can?”,

A zcalous divine le¢turing his flock for
non-atiendance on his meotings, warned
them above all not tp go to hear Universa-
list preaching : *“for,” said he, « if you do,
you will .get some ideas into your heads

Ifthe Obserser will copy tho pracecding, we
will try ngaiu.
‘Pheroare a fewr more left of tho some sort '
N Yo Christian: Mescenjer.
ST —————
IGNORANCE OFSTHE BIBLX.

We clipped, somo thontke o0go, the following
chapicr of bluuders from an oxchango paper. It
amused us much at the time, and it may per-
haps afford amusoment to some of vur readers.
Tho scliolar who would blunder :hus, 1 making
clagsical quotations, would loso ins reputaiion for
scholan bip ; and wo do not think that we lazard
much-when wo say, that the gentlemen named
bulow, undetstood luw and politics inuch better
then‘the *Bible. Would it notbe well forthose

- who quoto the sacred book, to road its pages?

BIBLE READING “OF PUBLIC CHIARACTERS,

Lotd Kenyon, who understood law better than
the Gospel, closed one of his charges to the jury
as follews: ¢Finzally gontlemecu, I would. call
your attention to the example of ths Roman
-EmperorJublan, who was sy distingnished for the
praclice of dvery Christian virtue, that he was
callcd Julian tho Apostle

Butwe need not Jeave our own country for
similar examples amovg legislators. Ve find
Mr. Hodge, 8 member of Congress {rom Hlipois
in the course of debate, quoting tha- Jullowing
lines us coming 1rom the, Bible ¢

« Whilst yet the lawp holds out to.bura,
‘The vilesteiuner way teturn,”

And Col. Benton, in the Scuate, spuke of our
Saviour having cast seven devils ontuf acertain
man, a1d of the devils taking porsesnion of the
swine who ran violently intv the sea and perishe
ed, &ec. ’

Two-members: of the State Legislaturo at the
close of the rsssion, addressed a circolar totheir
conatituents: W -hope tho conrse we havo
purstued andthe yote we have given, will meet
your approbationt.  We: hope you will sy to-us
as Nathan said to‘David, * well done thou good
‘and faithful servant.'”

“Mr. Snesker,'*ssid 2 member ofa T.egislative
body, exrnestly opposing = -measuse before the
House, I would no-emore vote [or that, than‘l
would full down and- worship the golden calfthdt
‘Abraham mide.””,

¢ Mr. Speaker,” said another member. »it was
not Abrahany-that-madosthe golden. calf, it wos
Nebuchaduezzar,”

Ar-editor of ong 6f our Newspapers, when
giving au obitnary notice of a wealthy man; re-
marked,—wormay ‘say of Bim as the holy serip-
tures have so ‘beautilually exprewed it—*an
honest man is tm mblest work of God.”” Onu

} of gur City aditors, himsalla clergyman, too,

refurg to-Danselas having persccuted the sainty
befura a Christian.

"Tho Jast cnse Ishall give, is tnken froms Wnddy
Thompson's Recollections of Mexico, in which
spedking of the Hospital of 3¢ Lazarna, he says
“The'inmates would have rivailed, in sores and
rags.tho brolher of Mlary and Martha ™
How mn 1y of thess men read their Bibles?— 1b-

Asotuin Coxvension 1v Tne hhisnsrry —The
‘Trumpet *containg a leter from Br. 1. Slade,
giving an .account -of the-couversion of, Rev.

{ Luchis ‘Flowers, of #e Bapiist densomination, to

Universalism, Flo is spoiien of ua” a yonng mian
of-more thancordinary taleuts, andian jrreproach~
able churatter,

]
s
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ANECDOTE.

The worda in Italic are not in-the Seripiires.

fire.” «

Seo Heb. xii : 20 = For our Ged is a consuming |,

A c]ergyman; who had ‘great confidence
inhigargumentative powers, once said to
My, Murray— * Mr, Murzay, do we read

/

that you will néver ‘e able'to-gbt' out
agoin !”? o
-
'ABHOJI:AR“'}» .
oA &
ARRIVAL OF THE STEAMSUIP ** EUROPA.Y

Ingnano.—The Liffey, ot the presont
lime, presents a-most singular. spectacle, Farwers,
and tho batter class of labourers are culgrating in
shodls to escaps tho now impossible pour law.” In
many parts of Iseland there are not left sufficicut abio
bodied men to till the ground, Notwithstanding 'the

rovalent distress, Dr. Cahtwell"has'sent- tound n
gogg’mg letter to tho Roman Catholic Clergy, asking
*fot penco for tho Pope. In ‘the meantime, another
ficld is opened for Iiish emgration. ‘Jho plans® for
‘the immediate colonization of Yancouver’s lzlandare
sjust out, Seutlements nroto bo forcied forthwith, aml
all profits-from eales-of lands above 10 per cent, .aio
to go towards the improvement of the Ivlasds Lasit
is to Lo granted in lots.as small as 20 acrés, Thee
is to boa Governor and a Council of scven némiv
xated by the Crown, with a House of Assembly eléet.

Srmvstir

——

ed by tho hidlders of grants, Tho. ports aod.harbors
ate to ba fresta-all nations. b e

FRANCE.

France haseapain passed through -a.scvere ordeal.
A widely ramificé conspuracy,-favorcd.porhaps, by the
inconsideréto _reduction of the Garde: Mobile by ahe
Goverament, has been discoyered, and latga-numbers
ef the irsurgent leaders havo been arrested. fHie ut-
must alaem pervaded” Parisup fo hie 24th ult,, and
nothing but the shilful and admirable atrangéments of
General’Chingamicr app¥arsto hiave provented o se-
nowal of the terrible scenes ot Junolait, The Na-
“tional Assembly, aud the-President Witlrhis'Minsica,
‘mainain, rclativcly, & hostilo atutude. .

AUSTRIA. .

Tho porition of Austriz bas wonderfully changed fur
the batter. Tlungary, lier “chief difiicuity,” has-been
rapidly subdued, owing to & combioation -of foitunate
circumstances, although much remalis 1o Yo dune to
render tho couquest, tor such it'mast ‘b culled, se-
cute. ‘1he Mugyars relivd upon the Danabs a& thesr
main Uefencé against the Ausirisny; but tho eurly
setting in of an intense frost, which bridged the broat
rapid-stream with eo sofliciently streng<to bear the
iransport of heasy asullery, enabled Prince Windis-
chiitatz {0 cffect an ensy junction witha weakercorps,
which occupied.tho country onthe left bank, Tho
Austrian Goverament_bay now 500,000 truops under
arms, undenskilful. G énerals,and o Democratic party
-can inako héadivay against sich a powdr, -

ITALY,

‘In Uaiy the stalu guo is still- maintatned—dffairs
are in 2 terrible state, and ng one tan see thirough tho

-chaos, political and toral.

SPAIN. Voo
In Spain the Carlists and Yrogressistas give the
+Government-much trouble.

BAVARIA.

‘The Basarian Chambers have been-opened by the
-King in person,with a spirited Canstitutional Address.
FEquality and legitimate Tiberty are, ho $ays, 1lic basix
on which King, Stare,'Church and people stabd, 2ud
ho will subdue anatchy with all his power.

. .t

‘Dien in St Thopas, C. W, Pc"bia‘niy 132,
1349, Mr Sveetixy Lyaan, letter-press printer,
wnative of the city-of Bubtin, treland.

R

PROACHING APPOINT-
. IERNTS,
Loxpox, April 8; at 1033 .m, & 3
p. m. ; - i
Westansrer, April 115 7 p. m.
Townttxg, April12; 7p. m, A
TeursraNcEviLLE, April 153 in the
afternoon. -
Fixear, April16 ; 7, p. 'm. Thefriends
will please make the necessary agrange-
aments, give.notice, &e. - ",
SarruvarLg, April 22, afferngon. -
Lovtu, near Disher's ‘Favern, April 22;
‘at 104, a. m.’ : o
Beansyinte, Aprik2237,.p.m. The
friends will please mske the necessary ar-
Tangements.. .’ - ’
Firregy; neavthe Baptist Church, April
26 5 -7, p- m.  Thefrionds will make the
necessary afiungements. T
St. Jonns, Apri), 24 ; 2 p. m.
Braxtronp, April 28, 104-a;.n.

x

r WIS e
Muvee Hornow, Apnl 29;.4; p. m,
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THREE FORMS OF FAI'TH, As light o'or lapd.and ses, must be of uore value in the eye"JF'EoGThm u.) nor His power to weakness, will His gowlue.
— 'I\‘ is tho grace, lhoheamn!{. grace, horsa, over change to hatred? Cuan Deity 'be nmvers)
CALVINISY. élrl::ed::‘lg?;;g {)esl;ul'nsns: n‘p% face, TFaith and Jor. * ’l‘yuud:eu‘!mully; Iguod, i’ endless misery bo tr
N . N , , boundless, free, ’
Enter Calein, Lulhacrn:i Igﬁ"?" Prudence, Merey Oh, thay'e.tho graca.fur me. Faith. Tam dalighted (riends,with your viows o use so ]

Calvin. Good ovening, Luther; [ am glad to
meot you—~for though I have warmly opposed
sowme of your polished notions, it is a pleasure to
sce one whoadheres to the divinoe decrees.

Luther. I can rendily forgive you, Colvin, for
though in some things you have goue further in
opposing the mother chureh than 1 have, you,
have done nobly in defendiug the sovoreignty of
God. Qur friend Hopkns. scetms nout to agreo
with us exactly.

Hopkins. You @ s well, gentlomen, consider-
ing your circumstunces, but I think that f hyva.
made surre improvements upon vour systow,;.
bhat I believe most fally in your doctrino ofuae
crees.

Calvin.  Yes, I know that,apd [ have been.
thinking that my os»posiuon to ypur theogy swas,
notwise. ‘Tho truth is, wo canuot_seealike in all
things, and whila we agreo that God is a.sover-

about minor points.

Lather.  Yov are night, Calvin, and I thipk we
ought to be tore lenient towards Br. Hopkins,
especially ns Arminus 13 maling some noise in
world, and is thought to have much more beusvp-
lent viows of Deity than we have.

Hopkins. By the way, brethren, that briogs
up a difficulty that bas often troublsd ine. 'The
most henevolont pursons that I mect shudder at
the doctrine of eternal reprobatiou.  'They say .
12 tno horrible to be believed.

Peudence.  Why, genvlemen, thatiaa general,
feeling among my sex, but [ cannot think it
prudent to talk agthey do. *It way be that this
very feeling which they have is ong of the tempta.
tions of Satan.  If he can transfoyn himself mto
an angeloflight, why notinto an angel of mercy 1+

Calvin. ltisno doubt a suggestign of Saan,
11w wishes to doceive that he may destroy.

Mercy. He cannot have much shrewdness
then, for how can he expect to chango,thedecrees
ofthe infinite God 7 Do ypu notall tench that
those to bo saved aro elected to hie, atd those to
bo loat reprobated to endless wo?l. If you are
righs, then, the electcan be in no danger, and
they need 1.4 tronblo themsgjves about the wiles
of Satan.

Grace. Butdo you deny that the salvationaa
of grace? Canany merit heaven 7

Mercy. Ohuo—it 13 of God'smercy thatwe
are saved ;-but then if our deom as Calvin teach.
es, was fixed before we cawme into the world,
Satancaonot be very wisoe if hie supposes that he
canalter it.

Grace. That's just the way Arminius preaches
He is all for vrorks, and expects that works will
take him to higaven.

Luther. Yes—and ho .secems ¢ think that
when God mado the world ho had fixed no de-
sign.

Hopkins. Or ifhe had, that it has been defeats

The grace.of:God, the.Father,

{1 just the grace for me,
The soul needs nothing ticher,
Ttaaves the bond and tree,
f13 song ol'sweetest joy and love
Shalt bs our. soug 1n wotld's above, .
Gracoe, endlass, boundless, free,
Qhy, that's the gracs for me.

Hopkivs. I'm, sick of this religion of mer

adyocates have snng it into favor, .
Calvin. Yes, aven our sisters joined iz b
chqrug—

Oh that's the gea ce for me.

tha: he will be cudlessly missrablo, than to ordatu 1
10" And g

tun (o bo thus. miserable 2. Is God as good

Heathens why never hear of Christ, as e is
! Christians, i the heathen caynot bo saved 7.
Arnnnius. . Man 1y a feye ageud,

3

Calvin. Did God know when he gave man his
1) Phion sin shallhie finished, its kingdomshali fall.s

agency, that i{,would prove his endless ruin ?
' 80, why did he give it, «f he was good ?

* can thoy beligve. on luar of whoue they have no
heard ?

would wmake of his agoncy.
Luther! lle diwd not!

give 1t to him, if he was infinitely good 1.
Calvin.

dom? [was not awaro thatan
afdded to'infinily.
Hopkivs. Dvoes not tha Bible say, knowt

world 1
Arminiug and Wesley. Why Br Clarke, yor
reason very strangely. ~You deny tho wisdomo

rgbla.

Acminins. Tisfalse.

Wesloy. Yes, scandsglausly false.
Luther 1tisaor false,

Wesley. Itis—~you kuow itis.

UNIVERSALISM.

Hope.
Marsay,  What! what! gentlemen.

ed.

Calvin. 1 capnot endure thojo squeamish |
people, who think that God has not a right todo |
as he pleases with his own.

Pradeace. Nong dispute the right of God to ,
do as he pleases! but does ho please to dn what |
vousay 7 1 would not be rash, but seally I could
{fove God better, if' it were not for tus ducree of
reprobation.

Mercy. S
bemg.

Grace.
grace.

Prudence. On that point there can be no
doubt; but beeagse it is of grace, does o iollow ,
that sowe are decreed to ruin ? i

Calvin. Of counrse ifauny are Inst, God decre- |
ed that they shonld be,for he had a design with
regard to every hyman bojug. ‘

Hopkins. Of tharihere can bo no doubt. i

ARMINIANISM. :

Enter Armnius, Wesley, Clark, Free Crpce, Free |
153 and -Compassian.
Calvin. Ggod heavgns,! wiata trcop s hiere.
Arminius and his followers..
Tuther, Alas! for the degeneracy of this age, !
Arminius  Frieuds, here we shail have an en-

What of -that, salvation must be of

-onnter, for we have fullen 3n_van thig zepreseu- | Gog zap do his willin the salvation .of ali, even

tutjves of another age: |

Wesley, Indeed we have, and.their pzesence ;
seewms to throw darkshadows uver us.

Clarke And not wnaly shadows. but.a-chill
which almost freezes iny heart. ]

Calvin.  This iz Armunius, I believe, the
heretic who teaches that salvation is ofl¢red to ail.,

Luther. And who denies eicction aud repro-
batipn.

Hopkins. And makes man.greator.ghan God |

Arminius 1 believe in 2 free sajvation,, se-
verend sirs.

Wesley. Ifit is not, how can the
hlamed for not being saved.?

Clarke: Aud if God has reprobated some, hoyw |
can.he be good toall ?

Companssion  Reprobation ! reprobation.. to-
endlessdeath { The idea distracts me.

Free Will And jn what sensaare we free, 1f
somo are thus reprobated ?

Free-Grace. Reprobation?! Is;not grace free:
for all 7 If you will assist moe 1 will sing one of
our sweet hymas to these advocates of stern de~ ||
creee and pagtia] favor.

Free-Will, Free Graco, and Compassion, _
FREE GRACE.

The grace that alliare praising,
Is just the grace for.me,
Tt favors wide are sp;qz;jing,_

sunenbe I

I'b

scem oxcitgd—ungry—yery angry !
Winchester

talking upon religion.
Barues:

Muarray.

Thus you ure.both right.

Love Yur, but not right insaywng God creat. |
{ ed somo for tuin, or that hg creatod some and ux

posed.them to cadless ruin
b Jystice

the anthor

of-ondless pain.
Hope

foxe of God.

Musray. Calvinism makes God arbitrary and

criel
Wesley. ‘Thatis true, Mr. Marray.

Winchester Auminianism dentes both the wis-

dam and gondness of Gud:

Coimin That'sirue, for God would not have
givenmau the power to make hunself endlessly
wiseralie, unless he demgned that imisery.

Burues S
though man is a moral agent.

Juatice.

§ood. .
Love 1lis jnstice iz but the agent of lus love.

He punishes, not to destroy, but to save.

Tleps  We ean. therefore, hope forall men.

Prudenre, Mercy and Grace.  Here,our diffi-
chities ore uil rolved—thercis salvationby grace,
and yet Guodus uat a croel sosereign.

Free Will, Free Grace and Conmpassion.  Yes,
and all are rewarded and pouishesl sccording to
their deeds. and thus though the will s frec und
gracess free, God can have cdmpassion on all.

Calviu.  There indogic hiera, Luther,

Hopkiug, Yes—and disinterested love.

Woesley. Yes--and grace, fultgnd free.

Annmitus.  Yes—aud justice too.

Clarke. Ifthis theaty. bo trne,.§ need not deny
the infinite knowledge of Gad .

turray. Truth is harmouions.

Calvin, Luthergend Hopline. *“That idea agrees.

with our logic.

Winchester, Truth is glorions, toa,

Tova, DBlow. centainly, for it comes from,.a
Gad of love.

{lage. Iethere anything glorious in endless
wol

Atminius. Wesley, you and Clarke helievein
the sajvation of brutes; I should therefore,sup-
p(_'su\th.u you could believe with Murrny: Man

fealing—n rehigipn without logie and sense. Its

Luther. [saw it, aud in spito of our logic.all ‘
tho church may l{ol sing this fanatical song,
Calvin, (Addeessing A, W, aund C.) Gontel-

i ' ! men, allow wo to 1sk a fow questivus. Did God
eign, and has fixed by his deorces the fgte of the | know when he made wman, what would be his
world, I do not think that wo should, covtend.} end 1 Is ;tany.worso to tnpke a mau, knowing,

0 Ho seut fromthe shies the blessed Sonof hus tove,

Hopkins. Are tho Houtan free agents? Iow

Clarke. God did not kyow what uso man |
Why then,did God

Mr. Clarke, I have heard much of 4
your great learning-—will you be kwd esuugh to
wform me how infinite wisdom can grow, in wis.

ything could be |

ugto God arc all things from the begining of the

od.

Clarke. And you must deny it, or you make
God as bad as Calvin does; foritisjust asbad 1o,
make a man knowing that ho wiil ba endlessty behievers, why are unbehevers called upon 10
npsorable, as to ordaiy by to be thus muse- . believetn him as thewr Saviour? Ifugbelievers

Enter Blurray, Winchester, Barnes, Love, Justice and |

You
Men should nuever get angry n

Now abidath faith, hope charity—
these three, bnt the preatest of these 1s chanty.
Do not disgrace chanity un ghscussing your funths.
Yon are bath nght, gentlemen,
alvin, Lather, ancd Hopkms believe that all will
e saved for whom Chrnist died ; and Acamus,
uch a decree makes God anawful , Wesley. and Clarie beliave that he diea for all,

‘Chere s no difference 1n that respe ct
atween Calyin aud Arminiug; both make God

Aud hoth destroyhope ; for thereisno |
agp ground of hupe but the infinite aud nopartsal

flmsn agency 13 hmited, and thus

Yes—and God s just os well as

Taith in such viows works by love and purities
the heart,

Joy. Aundlamfullofyjoy, Listen wiile Fauh
and [ sing, and if conscrence witl panot, ntesn
' our chorus.

THE FATHER-OF LOVE.
I Alid regions of Glory and heavenly delight,
| How rich ate the splendors of grreg and of light,
i Which heam from the fsco of the Father of love,
e " Aud swell tho glad heatts i the bright worlda
Labove,
Lovo ! love! free, free Love.
o
‘ Thete’s no one liko Himy-the Father-of Lovo.
' Ho waichies his {),onple with kindness and cure,
And lunds thow by strcamlets, brough the fislde.
fresh and fair,
Wheu sin averjakesthom and rends.them with wo,
"Thus fountams of grace wnh salvaiion v'erflow.
Love, &e.

|

Whon vight in. its gloom brooded wido o’er the
corld,
riefo’er each hamea hiad stsbanners unfuried,

' "'o ruise tho lost world to bus glad howe above.
Love, &c.

" I'ho millions.of earth shall be freed from ats thralt,
Aund death, thedread tyrant, no longer bear sway,
l And all be immortal in cternal day,

Love, &c.

t

f WILL ¥OU ANSWER ?

CONTINUED FROM FIRST NUMBER.

25, AsJosus “tasted denth for overy man,”
Hebrews ii. 9, can it be tzue that * the pleasure
of the Lord shall prosper iu mshanl,” fsa. lin.
10, ifa part are never saved 7 Phil, it 9--11,

26 Can Jesus be the Saviour of any wore
f , than he actnaity saves 1 Can ho be **the Saviour

! of the world,” 1 John iv. U4, if the world.bs not
. actnally saved by Him? .

27. I Jesus bo inno sense the Saviour ofun-

are not called upon o believe in Chrstas their
{ Saviour, whatore they to believe?

[ 28 Must notthe thing to bes believed ba trus

before it1s behieved 7 Aud wmustit uotcoutinge
| 10 be,true, whether 1t bo belioved or not believ-
| ed 2 Can fuith create any trath? or nubelief
,' destroy it?

29, ” * \What 1f some did not beliave? Shall
their unbelief make the fuith for nromise of God
of noue effect.” Rom. . 3. I3 1t trae, that
*God hath coneluded all in unbelipf, that he
wight have werey on all.”  Rom. xi, 32

30. Can God be especsallytho Suviour of them
who believe, unless Hebe uctually the Saviour
of a? Tim. iv 10. [sitnotirue now,astwas
in she days of Panl, that those tvho trust n the
Iivang-God a3 the Sawour of all-men, labor aund
suffer reprouch 7

31, Isfaith tho substance of things hopod
fur 7  Heb. xi. 1, Do you hope for the truth
of the doctrine of endless isery? I endless
misery. by not a thing hoped for, can 1t form any
part oL ihe Christisu faith 2 .

32 Do yon pmy.for the salvstjon of ollmen 7
Do you pray in fuith, nothing dcubling ! Are
| you uware that - whatsoever is,.not ol fuith-is
Fein?

Would God require us to pray fur ali men,and
to pray in faith, unlass e willhave sll ménto
be saved?? 1 Thwn. ii. 4. If you believe endiess
wo jo be an item of the trath of<God, why do
yonhope aud pray that it may praoge false?

31, Dashe righteous desire the salvanon of
all mankind ? Iy itarae that ¢ the desire of the
rightoous shall be granted 7°*  Prow. x, 24,

5. ¥ fwhoso offereth prase glonifiets God,”
: Psalm 1L.23, can Ho be glornfied by those who

! lessly rajgerable, will it bo possiblé for hun 1o
prase God ? . .

36.. Do you believe that endless. punishment
would, in any scnge, redound 1o the glory of God?
If yea, cap you *rejoice in hope of. the glory of
God17? Rom.v.2. If aay. should:not the doct-
rine of andless wo be blotted from:your creed 7.

37. Would not the sahvation of three-fourths
of mankind glor.fy God more than, the salvation
‘o!‘one-lmlf? €an you heartily join the angehe

liost in, singing * Glory fo God in the highesl,”
without believing in the salvation of the whole
| family of man? - ]

38" Is endless misesy embraced in the mes.,
Usnge of * good tidings ol great joy which shail be
I (o all people 7" Luke #i. 30. "I nol has thet,
! doctrina-any parpor lotin the Gospel of our Lord
Jeaus, Christ 2

39, 1aitcertcin that all who are now alive
or yetto ho born, wiil not be doomed to endloss
wo t  If faith or good works, or both, be essential
to-the happiness of o future life, can it be certain.
that any of vur,race.will catershat.-happy state,
inasmuch as it 3s .no: certaiq,shat any aue will
continng fajthful aud obediént unio death?

4(. If Christlanity docs not teach o eerlainly
.inrelation to the futare destiny of any soul ¢ four
.race, is it.mot properly a system of chance?
\What bettee is chance than Alheism 1 1

41. 1s notthe gooducsy of God co-extentive
-and co-ctermal with His wisdom and-power?

|

canngf praise Him? 17 any oue be sondered end- |

.several years, and cheerfuilly. bear testimony tv

"good man ; Ius talests wereof a high order ¢ his .

42, Is it trao thatthe tender mercier of th
Lord ara over alli llis works? Paalur cxlv, ¢
Wil not Hits tender mercies be alwaysovers
s worke 7 1fandloss musery be tine for any o
onr race, it what respeetl ar the tender mereiy
ofthe Lyrd dillueent fromy the tender merciesd
the wicked ? .

43. 1" the geoduess of God Icadeth to.gepemn
ance,” " why should- it bu supposed that.repeng
ance leadeth to the gooduess of God 7 Il*(k
goodness of God lendeth to repentance;”’ nre ng
the impenilent tho objacts of'sHis goadness ¥

43, Can ho bo a Christian who aflirme, t}
if he bolieved inhe cerlain salvation of all muo}
kind, he wonld newther worship God, nor ubey ti§
precepts of tus heavauly law 7 acr )

T T AN A P S AT,

OVERCOME EVIL, WITH GOQUS

This is one ofthe must important commands
inspiration: and caunotbe tov deeply 1npressed
upon the minds, notonly of profussed Christisn:g
but all peoplo every where.

Our experience must have tanght us this ; thi
while the principle of evil fur v}, curried out intd
practice, only increasea evil, thg.ons recommendli
ed by Paul results in ita dostraction.  If tho nad
cursed, curses in return, both men wili’becowd
still nore angry and lntter towuros each other 3
but if one returns kind and gentlo words, the
other will be amie 1o relent avd faso o Jargo porg
tion, if not all his anger. No mav can finly ref
sist the influence of kindness.when bronght tf
beardirectly upon the mind. It is well conparl§
edto fire.wh'ch fivapad npon the heads of enemiel
cousumes the waod, hay and stubble of theifl
eumity, anc subdues and melts their hard hem

sut why should we bo required to overcon:
evil w.ixh good, if God, whom wae.nre command
cd toimitate, aicts apon nn opposite principio I
Surely the infliction of infinite .evit upon hvjl
encrmes would not accomplish tho. great object offd
his benuvelent plansand purposes.. It syould per-§
r_emate and inc;ease it forover, and thus defeat
pis own schemes of redemption. Even in thull
world God could not draw taen-to himself; and
make tham his willing and obedient subjects by ¥
the application of the principle of retaliation andg
vindistiveness,  He has so constitunted the humen|§
mindthat it cannot bo thus forced to love andgh
adore; -hut itis powerless for evil under the in i
fluence of goodness. #

Ifiit bo eaid dhat God does always oyerconn§l
evil with gond,: by those who believein endlessg
evil, I'ask why ho has setapart a vast Empire of @
his pussessionn, in which to-perpetuate it it every I
form of horror? - \Vhy decrae that it shall re- ¥
main the sceue of sin ard-blasphemy, wih not iy
the shghtest, prosgccx ofa.termination 7 Why €8
immorlalizethat which he has attempied to forever §8
blot ont of existence 7 Thase are questions which §&
can never ba satisfactorily answered on the g8
hypothesis under consideration God cither over- 38
comes evilpwith good, or he does not.  If tho fiest, B
endless misery is as falss s Paganiam. The in- §R
creasing revelations of his goudness—and the §
brightenng displays of his undying and tender 38
love, shall finally subdue and purify all souls,and ¥
make good gloriously wriumphant over all evil, ¥

There is, then, every enconragement for us 1o B4
obey the command, * ‘overcome evil with good.” §
We biccome godlike, and help tocarry out and il
lustrata one of the grandest. principles of the div- §
ine government, \We securo ourown happiness,
and become successful instrurents in the des-
tructlon of vil.

It muiy be hard fora man who is andisciplened
in this heavenly work, to bless the man who cur-}
ses him, aud speak mild and kind words o thees
who utter harsh ones.  But a liule practico will
make the task easy ; and the result will encourags
to perseverance.  The ouly effectual way 10 make
friends out of enemies is to deal gently with them:
and should they at first show butslight symptoms
of change, there is no cause for discouragement.
They cannot long witlistand repeatéd cvidences
of friendliness ; and those who cxercise @ for-.
bearing aud forgiving spirit will find themselves

growing richer aud richer in grace and wisdom,
i T P VL

e el
DEATIS OF REV. ASA SPAULDING.

Qur seaders have been propared to receive the
intelligence of the.death of Br. Asva 8paulding.
1le departeds this life on Tuesday, the 23th.
ult, in the town of, Walpole, N. 1. Ife was
n trug and good inan.. We have knowu, hin for

the urbauity, benevalence 2nd rectirude of his
character. His death is a public foss 1o was 4+

death isalossto the denomination to «~hich ke
belonged.~[ Magarine and Adrozate.

A S ——.
THE GOSPIRL MESSENGER,:
OR, UNIVERSALIST ADYOCATF,

Yg Pudlishey FAonthin, at
LONDON, C.W.

Trrls—O0ne Doliar a year—peyabls in advarce.-

J. R LAVELL, EDITOR & YRORRIETOR.

All Commuanicotions coneerning the paver,

wus bedirected to J,R. Lavsie, Eﬁilor, London,

Curiada West.. and il sentby Alail. post paid,

Prnted by D. M. Gusx, St Thomgs, G- W
Marcl, 1849., .

ﬁ As the wisilom of Gad ¢an pevar change to folly




