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Original Poetrp:

THE DEAD YEAR.
8ink quict sunsets of tho autumn tine;
Fall, golden leaflots o your leafy bed §

Lameat the glory of the summer prime,
‘Yo mournful breezes, for tho year is dead,

The poplars, sisters soven, by the brook
Cast leaner shadows in the westeripg gleam,
And stoop with saddonod murmur.as thoy leok
Upon their faded beaunty in the stream.

The throatle, lost.within the silent doep
Of thick drown woods, hath hid bimself away,
The lavrock lulls himself -inth. a sleep,
A dreaming of his blue skies in the May.
Tho guict silenco of tho voiceless lanés,
Tho scorsr deopping focterealy:beg;- - -
Tho redder sunsef on tho cottage pancs,
AM sadly-tell vs that $he year is dead.

The £clds are tenantless—I hear no more

Tho gay green cricket chirping in tho grass,
Bat just tho wet winds sighing overmore
A roquiem o the dead year as they pass,

Yet thero s something beautifal withal,
- When wearied Naturo yields her ash soft-

breath, )
" And’I tho rich decay of wutmun fall
Breathes fragracce, ovanin tho dow of death.

REETORICAL EXHIBITION,

Ox Thursdsy ovening, the 17th inst,
the Sophomore Class favored tho public
‘with theiranniial - Rhetorical Exhibition.
We aro happy td xeport that it was in
overy respect o decided sucress, and ro-
flected honot npon tho speakers.

“The stndents assembled, as 33 their
custom, in the vestry of the chusch wear
ing their Coilegs costume, thence they
marched in regalar order to the bdy of
the houst which wag well filled with un
attentive audience.  The -oveming was
very favorsble indoad, wnd the people
tired of poiitical oxcitement and party
clamor, flocked in-to arjoy tho literary
troat usudl at this scason of the year
We think we can safely say, that'no pex
son possassed of any inlellectnal dhpa
bilities could possibly be disappointed.
The vxercises of the ovening wero nbly
dapducied and’ their -ondex 2well ananged.

-

The music intorspersed between tha s

| says.was.highly creditable. As-it would

be impossible to add any foree to the
suveral Essays Ly any remarks that might
bo made nupon them wo will say no mare ;

{ but.insert a copy of the Piog'mmme and

also one ot the Essays, as' a sample
which we think il speak for itselfl
At the closo of tlio oxercises the vener-
alle Dr. Crawley addressed the audience
by a theroughly instractive bat humorous
speoch, directing his remarks inore par-
ticularly to the Sophomoro Class, giving
encourngement to, as well as praising
those who wer striving for excellence i
the literary world.
. PROGRADE
Voluntary ; Prayer; Music.

Essays by Sophomors Class,—A Riftin

the Cloud, G. A. Smith, BrookRicld;

{ Mausic, G. 8, Treeman, Miltén.

- Musie,*

Laws-and Caprices of Literature, €. A.

Cook, Milton:; The Equipoiso.of Nature,
S. A. Burnaby, Brookfield.
Music.
A Commen {nheritance, B. P. Skafner,

| Williamston'; Scylla and Charybdis,

P. W. Campbell, St. Goorge, N. B;
%ho;{g}it Gerns, -J. Goodwin, St John,

Music; Addresses; Notional Anthem.
ESSAY.—SOTLLA AND (HARYEDIS.

In tho.poems of Homer, espocially the:

Odyssoy, cnt mention is made of two
‘natural obiects sitnated iu the Stmits,

Jbetween Italy and tho Island of Sicily;.

—the one a boiling, framing whisl-
'pool, tho other a reef of rocks directly
-oppesite. Tho whirlpool Was ealled

:Churybdis, tho roeck Seylla.  In thoso:

-carly times whonthoides of tho Marinet’s
‘Compass yet lay enveloped in the folds of
futurity ; \hen the timid. sailor hugyed
<closa'$o ‘the shore, while he vast otan
stretehod: ont boyond, unexplored antd-un-
¥mown, it wounld happen as a natural
gonsequence $had-objects-of dadger would
bo greatly exaggorated  Henco it is thas
‘the poets of oady times have related

marrellons stories concerning ‘them, so-

that it:passed into a sayinz, *Ho that
‘would-avoid Charyldis 3s dashed upen,

Scylle.” With the lapse of nearly thirty
centuries hr.7¢ "away tho ignorauce
and superstition. of Homeric titges, and
that which possessed such terrors for the
timid marinet of threo thousand ycars
ago, is passed by the sailor of the 19th
century after Christ without a-fear.

But the xhirlpool, the rocky ledge, and
the narrow strait befween, liko overy
strikiug ovbjectwf nature, seurn emirently
‘suggestive. »Wo speak of tho-tossing and
ndling of the ocean as symbulising the
rovolutions and ¢commotions amung men.
As the one by its continual heaving keeps
its walers pure, 50 great imovements
amoag men-purify society. . :

FWe spask of lifa as the grass- that

1 witheratl., The church Is represenfed as

sun, and terrible as anprmy withbanners.”
Tt is thus a natural tendency of the
human mind to compare the moral and
intellectusl, operetions of men to the
workings.and processes’ of nature,, Wo
can only have.a well defined: idea of 1ho
immaterial by similifudeg derived from
tho maferial. Wo find the cause whers

wo only know tho- effect, by compaxing -

that effeet with some analogous result of
which wo know the cause. ~In ‘other
words, having thres terms given of the
Antellectual proportion w2 may find tha
Jourth, - . - . . ..
- The avoiding of Charybdis and th

consequent; destruction upon Scylla sug-
gest tho idea of extremes, which indi-
vidaals and nations shunning on.the one
hand, are ever prons to run into on the
othex. There.isa ling, o course,direct,
daugers 210 .on the right hopd and on the
left, but thesowho have the compassof
undeviating truth, follow it safddy smgd
surely. Few possess it, however, o
paseessing ki.ow how'to guids theirway
by it ﬁcn rush from one extreme 70
tho other,sud why3 Ther arcin.scarch
-of frath, bab they are often allured hy
-the shadow, and lose tho substance. Tho

Hinsdl often glitders moro than thefing

guld. ¥rom crror in defect the trangition
‘i3 eagy to oreor i oxcess. It is-a-matter
bordering on the impossible to.kesp tho
:golden mean. It is truo that trath-lies to
‘some oxtent in tho uxtremes, but like the
sun’s rays at tho Poles, it is scarcoly per
“ceptidle,.aud a3 the.sun shines-in bis full
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strer gth and grandeur only ot the Zqua-
ter, 80 in‘the menn of human belio’s and
actions are we to find truth in all its purity
and right unmixed with wrong.

Our subject suggests estremes in

destiny. Thero are two great ¢lssses in:

the world, the Rich and the Poor; the
one enjoying the buncfits and privileges
which wealth bestows, the other strug-
gling in the Charybdis of want. Auun-
controllable destiny ‘marks out the path-
“way of some, thoy would escape from the
toils, but they cannot. "While somé tread
the flowery paths of case, surrounded by
sunshine and song, attended by love and
Jjoy and prosperity, ond fanned by every
favoring breezo, the ways of others are
hedged about with unnumbered and in.
surmountable difficulties, and bleeding,
barefooted, and cheerless they wander
over the shards and thorns of existence.
‘There are those who are wafted over life’s
sea, without a storm, while others are
dashed about by overwhelming tompests.

Bat these oxtremes in individual des-
tiny seem to beget a corresponding
proneness to extremes in individual ac-
tion. Men ar too lax, or too sovers ; too

proud, or too forgetful of their personal |

dignity. Thoy seek to avoid the wrong,
and in their zeal provent the right. The
aniser loves bis golden hoards, and clings
to therm with a devotion equal only to
lov f lifo; tho spondthrift-wastes with
lavish indalgence, nor even pauses to
think that soon he must be dashed wpon
the Scylla of moral ruin. Lucan wor
shipped the powerful'and great with all
the fervor of poctic imagination ; Diogenes
lived in his tub, and despised men ond
the manners of men. One party invents
something new in the way of practical
jokes, which may possibly possess con-
siderablo wit, another party strives to
imutate, and the result is about as success-
4ul, as the attempted music of an ammal
whose chief characteristics are simplicity
and long ears] dere maturo showa her
widest extremes in the successful and
talented onginator and the wretched
imitator. There is a class that would
keop woman in a state of serfdom and
iguorance, a party of widely different
principles would advance her to a station
which neither natare nor her Creator de-
signed her to fill. The Tory would walk
in the paths of his ancestors, think as
they thonght, follow the same policy which
they adopted, and look with suspicious
eye on tho march of advancement; the
‘Whig would press {orwand far boyond old
Iendmarks, abandon with disdain old
principles of policy, and mark ont for
bimself and-for the retion a new course.
Happily the evils of extreme Conservatism
baye been counteracted by the oxcesses of
extravagant Radicalism, and o mean of
safo and true progression has advanced
England to the first rank among the na-
tions, in war, in peaco, in Christianity.

The Puritan with his nasal twang, his
groans, convulsions and tears, his long
scripturel surnames, ¢.g., Capt. hew-Agax-
in-pieces, and cant expressions, found his
exnct countorpart in the merry and licen-
tious Cavalier. But Milton, whose won-
derful imsgination sonred into tho highest
heaven aud ¢eeanded into the deopest
hell, was both a Puritan and a Cavalier
in so foz us ho possessed tho noblest and
best tmits of both, neither Puritan nor
Cavalier if possessing tha faults of each
would zank him among cither. Thus
examples might be multiplied ad Zibitum,
ad tnfinitum, but as Horaco says, the rest
of this class, 80 many are they, would bo
sufficient to weary even the loquacions
Fabius,

If extremes in action are true of men
individually, the same holds for combined-
communitics of such, for nations It
muy appear paradoxical to say that the
rise of hations to a lofty standard of
civilization, is due to a tendency which if
not controlled and divected according as
higher circumstances demand, will ulti-
mately bethe cause of their utter destrue-
tion, and obliterate their namo from the
list of the nations that be. Yet itis as
true of this samoe tendency as of the
winds that waft the noble ship into the
desired haven if she be .properly steered,
but dash her to pieces upon the breakers
if not controlled. Rome became great
and mighty, her meichants princes, her
traffickers the honorable of the earth, and
her sway almost universal! Bat whereis
sho now? Her fate is sealed, het history
written, and the pages of that wonderful
narration show her course to be rise,
power, refinement, luxury, licentiousness,
weakness, rain |

The policy of some of the rationsis to
Iet the inberent and inborn power of men
develop itself; to take no preliminary
steps to encompass that end, adopt no an-
ticipatory measures; but to legislate ac-
cording as the advancement, and self-
evolved intelligence of the people forced |
them. Their great principle of action is
this: Thet nation which has germinated,
then grown into greatness, becauso of the
uncompelled working of that intellectual
lifo principls, will be nobler, moro seclf-
reliant, more liberal, and more highly in-
tellectual-than that people whose govern-
ment has adopted-provisionary measures ;
whero man is looked upon. as an intellec-
tual machine, where everything is redaced
to a rigid system; where in fine the
government drives tho peoplo instead of
the peoplo compelliyg tho government.
But here i3 error in defect and excess.
That nation only is truly and aappily
advancing in which the peoplo urge the
government, the government stimulate
tho people, and where the tendency of
the one to excess is held-in check by tho

- | moderation of tho-other. Thointellectual

plant must not bo entirvly neglectod by
the governmont, nor yet too tenderly
cared for, a8 in the uno case it will becoms
stinted, so in the other a forced luxurinnco
will be blasted by tho first frosts of dis-
aster. Henco, whatever way we look at
men, whether as the objects of & destiny
heyoud thei. cunttol, or as the architects
of their own fate and fortuno, wé seo ex-
tremes. In the tide of human life, there
is the ¢bb and the flow. Tho. pleasant
breezo of prosperity becomes a gelo of
adversity, and the quiet of peaco may
settlo into the torpor and enervation of
inactivity. Fiually, whatever be our
station, or course of action in life, let it
bo consistent. If wo be rich, ot us use
our riches in promoting the happiness of
mankind ; if poor, let us bear our poverty
with ecquanimity. Where our actions
may bo uncontrolled, let us keep them
within the bounds of moderation. Let

‘us not be too latitudinarian, neither let us

be too bigoted. Out of ‘every ovil may
we still find some good, nor think that in
earthly good there is no wrong; and wo
shall sail cverlife's ses to the safe barbor,
neither be engulphed in the destruction
of a Charybdis, nor dashed in despair
upon & Scylla of rmin!

LOYE OF THE BEAUTIFUL.

Tac benoficent Creator hss placed man
in a world of wonderful besuty, and sur
rounded him with objects, varied and
striking, calenlated both to gratify and
instruct.

It matters not in what clime, or under
what sky, you find him, therc are things
to move his fancy and please his eye.

In the cold regions of the north, whero
he is obliged to labor incessantly for his
daily sustcnance ; and where King Frost,
seated on his icy throne, rules with an
iron sway evon there pleasing objects
divert man, and call his attention away
from the dreary prospects of toil and pri-
vation. .

The Aurora lights up the northern sky,
and spreading over all the heavens, il
-mecting in the center, it forms a magni-
ficont domo of living firo, whoso brilliant
coruscations make a picturo that strikes
with awe the beholder. Now like mar
shalled squadrons they appearin dread
array, rushing to bettie, then liko the
over changeful knleidoscope they flash
back their splendor.

Thero the earth covered with the pure
snow presents & spectaclo of rate besuty.

The dweller in the more femperate
climes, watches with interest the various
{ransformations wronght in the face of
Naluro by cach successive season.

Stern Winter arrays all things in o
garment of dazzling white, biding all
their deformities,
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Blithe Spring follows, laviching on
every hand hor floral beautics, and with
hier voico of resurrection, cslis back ver-
dure and life from the {rance into which
it was cast by the paralyzing hend of
winter.

Summer spreads gay profusion with a
bountiful band, aud decks oven tho bayren
wastes with a beauty that surpasses the
glory of Solomon. :

Then Autemn approaches with her rich
fruition of waving harvests, painting the
forests in colors so glowing and varied,
that they baffle the utmost skill of the
artist; and over this is. cast a meatle of
hacy mist, that lends a happy enchant-
ment to the whole,

Arising in the morning, man sees the
King ot Day coming forth from the
chambers of th., East, and as ho appears
the first streaks of light shooting "up in
the castern sky, tinges the clouds with a
crimson glory. Retiring he sces him
sinking in the western sky in all his
dying splendor, and capping with his fare-
well glance, the distant mountain tops
with 2 crown of light.

Thus man at all times, and in all places,
is surrounded by this beautiful imagery.

‘Why did the all-wiso One thus sur-
round him$ Why was he gifted with.
this love for the beautiful? The reason
is evident. Like all the works of God,
it is for the benefit of man, to ennobie
him, and direct his aspirations upward, to
mould his character for great and glorious
actions, to fill his mind with sentiments
of love aud beneficence, Taking this
view of it, how necessary itis for us to
cultivato this grest gift.

Children should be surrounded with
beautiful objects. Our schuols and insti-
tutions of learning should belocated with
this object in view, their interiors should
bo tastefully fitted up. We should seek
to render our homes attractive, in external
surroundings and within

The more then, that man is enabled to
gratify this love for tho beautiful, which
has been 5o deeply implanted within him,
in such proportion will his love fur nature
il:lcmse, anbd.e m uzg tg& noble in

is nature en any ma,
think this a small matter, but it \vieldsg
mighty infinence in the world, in the
formation of both the mental and moral
character of men around us.

EXAMINATIONS AT HORTION
ACADEMY.

Tre Termirsl Exominations of this
Institution took place on Wednesdsy
and Thursday, the 16th and 17th Dee.
The increasing interest in the exercises
was manifest from the large number of
visitors present.  Parerits of pupils, and
friends from far and neéar flocked together,

and at toth sessions the Hall was
crowded, The Principal kindly sont an
invitation during the previous week to
the College studonts, and many cf them
showed their approciation of his thought-
fulness by their presence and attention.

We have attended many Academical
examinations, but that we never attended
a better one, we do not hesitate to say.
In all the subjects excellence was visible.

The first thing on the Programme was an
examination uf the classes in Mathematics
ander Mr, Coldwell The Geomutry,
Algebra, and Arithmetic, were so well
done that woe dare not discriminato
between the relative merits of the exccu-
tion of any one of them. The demon-
strations by some of the young Iadics
were superiur, and equalled only by those
of the young men who expect to onter
College in June. The teachers evidently
understand their business ; for true educa-
tion, a drawing out, a development, was
observable in the scholars.

Of the Ethics and Logic taught by
Mr. Tufts, we cannot speak in too lauda-
tory ferms. The young men who study
these branches will have laid a good
foundation for the prosecutivn of those
studies in the moro recondite parts of the
mental sciences, which are included in
the College Curriculum. We know our
failings, and aro not iguorant of our
tendency to over-estimato the perform-
ances of young ladies, but we dispassion-
ately and impartially aver that, in our
opinion, their answers to the questiongin
these branches botokemed o depth of

thought and haoit of observation far,

beyond their years.

The readings and declamativns wero
well executed, and if any ome could
pussibly feel a weariness in the routine
of examinations, these were well calcula-
ted to overcume it Miss Woodworth,
we beliove, has charge of this department,
and we heartily congratnlate her on the

‘efficiency of her pupils

The thorough philosaphical view which
the class has obtaiued of Grecian History
evinces the 1bility of Prof. Tufts in that
provines waich ba has made a specialty.

The examinations in Classics tell their
own story, and if all ourreaders had been
present, wo should say no more of them.
Tho Xenophon class, under Mr. Coldwell,
showed a mastery of tho subject As
regards the class in Virgil, which numbers
thirty-five, faught by the Principal, we
know not how to express ourselves. They
were examined in alf psris of the book,
and thero was nota singlo failure.  They
have siudied Latin thoroughly—gramma-
tically, philologically, geographically, and
historically,

Tho essmays by Misses Gilmorp and
Fitch wers well written and delivered,
and that tho andiengp highly appreciated

them, was manifest frum the frequent
applause.

At the close of tho exercises, spezches
were delivered by Revs. D. Freeman, S.
B. Kempton, Prof. D. M. Weltcn, and
J. Neiley; and the universal sentiment
scemmed to bo that they had left the
Acudemy twenty or thirty years too soon.
The Principal, Mr. Tufts, then addressed
his students in a fow well-timed, touching,
wourds, thunking them fur their sympathy,
co-operation and suppurt, and asking them
to leaven by their mighty influence the
thirty or furty, who would join them afier
Christmas. He then dismissed theschool,
and more than a hundred Academicians,
freed from study, at once prepared for
their departure. 'We wish them all,
teachers and pupils, a happy Christmas |

MAN.

Max is the only being capable of ad-
vancing toward perfection. The human
mind more nearly approaches the infinite
mind, than any other part of creation.
Formed with-social principles, “no man
liveth to himsslf” ; none so elevated, nono
80 obscure, ss to be entirely secluded
from society. Every being has an im-
portant mission in this world, and such
is the arrangment of the human family,
that the department of one has an in-
fluence over the conduct of othens;
therefore nut only gur own happiness buy
the happiness of many may be secured by
right precepts sud goad examples. To
bo gualified for the duties of life we must
be educated: no flagging energy must
prevail if we gould surmount the hill of
difficulty and write. our names legibly at
the top of the highest pinnacle of fame,
Glance over the pages of history for
examples of perseverance in-the search of
kmowledgo ; to encoursge the faithfal and
cheer the desponding, many bright names
will appear. ILet “Excelsior™ be the
countersign of every emergency. .

‘Why should the rich watered diamond
bo hidden in the carth? Bring it out
intrust it to tho care of the Iapidary, and
when polished place it in some con-
gpicuous portion of the jmperial Crown
{0 vio with kingred beauties in eliciting
admdix'-ation from the cnraptured mul-
titude.

ACRNOWLEDGXENT.—We wish $o thark
thoss of our aubscribers, who, to cntour:
ago us in our undertaking, have remitted
us morv than the pricr of ) zir subecrip-
tion, We assupp {l and gil who
fool similarly disposed that their 81 -or
82 gheer us, as osses the weary traveller,
and ingifo ue to otill greafer earncatness
in making our paper Wprthy of their

gencrous sappor’
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ONGE FOR ALL,

We tred to be explicit in our last
issuo about monoy matters, and yet wo
fear all havo not understood us. Some
of those to whom wesent papers, imagin-
ing thoy eame fres from their friends at
Collego, have neither returried the papers
nor remitted us tho jfifty cenfs. They
have doubtless thought .and reasoned
this way: Our friend Alr.So-and-so, at
College, has taken a lot of these papers

~and is swnding them to us, his friends,
Jratis. Now this is altogether a mis-
taken notion.

Our plan was this, Woge. from each
student a list of names of his acquaint-
ances who tere likely to becomo sub-
ecnbers.  To these our Managing Com-
mittee, and not the individual students,
addressed papers.  Henco no papers wero
sent gratiz. Now, reader, mark that,
and if you Lave lutherto been undera
falso impression, be undecerved now, and
remit at once your fifty cents. Remem-
ber our terms, fifty cents per year, in ad-
vance. Sgo our advertisement on last
page.

If wo havo sept papers to those, who
do not wish-to becomo spbscribers, theoy
should: return them immediately ; other
iwiso thoy -are lisblo for the subscription,

A1l busintss communications must bo
addressed to G. E. Good, Comcspondmg
Seerctary, Wolfville, N. S.

( Concluded.)

Ler the student turn to thy review of
provious acquisitions end thero will flash
upon tho mass of facts & new and stronger
light. Now what seemed to be méroe i1 -
tellectual conceptions, stir into life and
become all aglow with thought. Tho
great deeps of the inner lifo erc broken
up, and a strong sympathy fakes posses-
sion of tho mental world, Many things
which wero obscure before, become plain
now. Tho productions of mind, if they
are puro cvolutions, having vmanated
from pure sources, must always find a re-
sponse inmind : thore is & recognition of
kindred formation. That the creations
of spirit can bo appreciated by spirit
only, that the mental food which ncur-
ished Tasso, Newton, and Milton, is that
which is best adapted to develop us,
that the joy, tho.enthusiosm, the exulta-
tion which swept the heart-strings of br-
gone generations are the samo which
sweep ours, that the burdened volumes
of hoary centuries can he made available
for us, becomes as plain as the light of
Heaven. Just as the Hower, when ro-
freshed by the showers of tho sky,
Rlooms with fresh and vernal beauty, as
tho thirsty traveller, after quaffing the
pure cold water, feels ‘refreshed and
quickened, so o who has humbly and
cagerly received tho lessons of Science,
and striven long and continuously to re-
ceive the benefits she is adapted to ton-
for will ultimately find the sanctuaries of
the inner woild enriched, and have a
vivid consciousness of the wondrous
adaptation of Truth to the wants of the
understanding. The years now disclose
their abiding treasures, and the past mer-
ges into the-present. Many things which
wero abstract now ‘hecomo the concrete in
most beanteous forms.  There aro abund-
ant indications of.a good harvest, and the
svul having received a strong impstus
from the past is girded and mighty for
the work which lics-before it.

Bat as surely as the copious shower
succeeds the bursting of the thunder-
cloud, so surcly dues the knowledge
taken in, work out its legitimate results
in a saggestive point of view. Trath,
standing out in naked and comcly pro-
portions, is the Talisman that roveals to
us ctexnal corvllaries which flash upon us

PA

light up tho grand propositions, aud
sorvo as strong bulwarks arsund their
bases. Just as the word Home suggests
a thousand tender associations, and each
association has a value and & poswver, be-
cause of its bearing upon those places
and scenes of earlicr yesrs, so does tho
proper comprehension and comtemplation
of truth suggest connections with other
truths which are admirably adapted to
add now light to the already vivid con-
coption. "Wo now begin to sco how this
is the _Jshoot of that—how, this which
is now disclosing itself oxisted from
Eternity, and how entirely independent
of our will its oxistence is—how these
conclusions have been drawn from the
nevor-varying laws of nature—how inter-
esting the transition from the compara-
tive to the absolute—how we con pass
from sttong probability to all-sbsorbing
belicf,—and we are almost lost in the
train of our thick-coming thoughts. Ono
4Tinciple gives rise to anothet, and tha
latter places us upon the broad platform
of somo general law which governs mat
ter and chains worlds. Sometimes know
ledge which scems to be detached and
isolated suddenly becomes luminous, as
when the sun flashes with light the
cloud-covered sky, revealing un.bought
of connections. Item after item falls
into the geneml arrangement, and thus
wo find etornal truths linked together,
stretching on to the Tofinite.

We arrive at a certain stage in tho
prosecution of our studies. Th. ground
of years has been travelled over, and wo
ask ourselves the very natural question,
“ what is the amount of capital I havo
in presont possession ”? Have I sound-
ed tho great sed and gazed far into its
treasure-strown dopths, or merely been
skimming over tho surface? Justice to
ourselves demands a careful and candid
snswer, If uncertainty and a feeling
almost lost between half-developed con-
sciousness pd a dark unknown void, on
faithful questiming, assert themselveg, if
the voico is lost amid tho din and. rever-
berations of empty halls, and no spirits
muster at the ery, il mental lifo cowers
and scems unable to assert itsclf,—then
it is'absolutely ndcessary that a thorough
»eviety be speedily undertaken. If knov-
ledge is exterior to the understanding,

with such beauty and power that they ho mind is divorced from all healthy

pres—
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nutrition. "If we Inck the power which
wisdom tells us wo should possess, and
have a hungering and thirstir g which
savor of Balf performed work— f partial-
ly developed jdeas, it 1s cithsr becauso
want of time, or carciessnesy, has robbed
us of our rightful due. If, after having
arrived at a certuin stage of our journey,
we are unablo to fell whether we walked
or rode, and have not the assurance that
wo measured every inch of ground with
our shoes, and can bring our past experi-
ence to bear directly upon the present,
and thus make it available for future use,
wo may rest assured all is not right with
us.

Thero must bo a thorough perception
and vivid apprecintion of the iwhols
courso of study, if we would tako one
satisfactory stop in advance, and be pos-
gessed of a healthy stimulug.  If adverse
circumstances provent tho inastery of a
course of study when first passed over,
no small considerations should deter us
from a thorough re-examination of it
Wo may have handled the form and ad-
mired its beautiful and symmetrical pro-
portions, and yet have entirely forgotten

“the fact that in that form thore was the

breoth of life—that it had revelations to
mtke. Tho sentehce may have been ad-
miring for its sounding cadenco, and yet
the fact that n grcat thought alept within
its embrace been entirely lost sight of
The proportion is demonstrated, but the
permanent lodgement of its immutable
truth hasnot been-scctred. We re too
prone to let the dearbought experience
of the past slip- by ss exotic and value-
less. We feed on the husks and starve
our souls We must come up foevery
fact, every -experience, every truth, in
the tapacity of carnest seckers, standing
faco to face with them. Tt is only when
wo porsistently knock that the door is
thrown wide opea for our reception, and
wo enter into the inher sanctuary. It is
ours to know tho whence and thenco of
all possible knowledge. We can only
surmise the identity, the starting-place,
and destination of a sail, indistinct on
thoe borizon ; wo must have the fecling
of him who weclcomes into part his bark
laden with the treasures of tho Indics.
Mo who s desirous of coming into the
presenco of Truth, eager to drink in the
spirit of her revelations, anxious {o strike

-

into o glow tho sordid elements of his na-
ture and vitalize those concoptions which
too often liec as dead matter, will cease-
lessly Iabor to ombody in living form the

-essence of that knowledgo to which his

attention has been directed.

The life within goes out in eagerness
and intensity to grasp Truth with her
broad and decp foundations, and oven
individuality may lose itself for & me-
ment, but the tidal pulse, in tho return,
strong and heaving like the sca, beats
upon the soul with stronger throb. A
nearness becomes manifest; and o long
and close communion, silencing thoso
demons which are cver uttering stranger
tones, gives volume to the voice of that
friendship which rings through all the
regions of thought, telling of unity—of
affinity — of individual appropriation.
This is another step in true culture. To
ignore it would be death; or, at all
ovents, paralysis to the great work of
education. To walk forth untrammeled
by impossibilitics into the regions of the
all-possible, and behold the sun and, the
blue sky of an unlimited intellectual
world all his own, is what is to buattain-
ed by him who secks pure and lorge
mental growth. It is his to hold con-
verso with thoso deathless spirits which
speak from every page, inviting the
student to appropriate from their utter-
ances a depth ond magnitude of meaning.
Th.areo must ta such a conception and
approprintion of every thought and idea
that there will result an unwillingness to
believe that they ross not up frum the
depths of one's own spul.  From simply
outward form to inner absorption nust
be the tendency of all high and true
culture,

The maximum of siudy is when know-
ledge ceases to be oljective and becomes
subjective ; when the intuitions, entirely
abstracted from an outward and local
relation, are placed in closer and closer
proximity until they aro absorbed and
swallowed up in individnal being ;-when
tho consciousness warmed upand buoyant
with continuous invigoration, leavo no
doubt as to the perfect assimilation of
nuttitious food in the mental system;
when all the tributanes converging to
une grand centre, loso themselves in the
river which rolls on in conscious majesty.
And all the thoughts, idcas, and reason-

ings must so beeomo part and pareel of
our very boing that we express all as akin
to the n:ind's own creations, comirg forth
fragrant with the perfumo of the soul-
living and breathing in and through tho
individual-wolling up from the unfathom-
ablo deeps. This is the prime result,
variety in unity, the epitomizing of tho
wealth of centuries in one human soul,
the forming of that golden chain which
binds the many generations of men in
one common brotherhivsd of mental union
aund sympathy, and introduces all to ono
common inheritance of thought and feel-
ing. The soul, like a great central sun,
shines in o Heaven of genial and fostering
influr.aces.

Bus this is not al.  'We must use this
vantage-ground for the finding of new
truth, of higher truth. Let us go to
Nature and learn a lesson. As winter
melts in the lap of spring, the trec is
naked and apparently barren. Soon under
fostering influences, the sap quickens, life-
growth is ovinced by tho unfolding leaf.
But does it stop hero? Is the leaf the
climax of its growth§ Sece the economy
of Nature! as soon as the eaf is develop-
ed, it is made the basis «. a higher de-
velopment that of fraitage. The man
now bears a new rclation to the world,
to things, and ideas. Standing upon

_solid table-land, and strong in the strength

of inficrent energy, his heart beats rap-
turously at the prospect of advance of
higher life. Ho has now in permanent
ard inalicnablo possession, the touchstoue
which tests the nature or quality of every
metal. Ho knows the genuine com by
its clear ringing sound, nice shades and
differences ‘become perceptible, and nug-
gets of thought are abstracted from the
rude mass. None can convincs him that
thero is not a generic difference between
diamond and trap. So gradually, but
suroly, the student is admitted into clearer
and clearer light, until the duy. greets. his
oyes. Ho secs the connection vhich
exists betweéen the Past ard tho Present,
tho relation of ecach to himself Ho can
feel the pulso which beats with the lifo
of all tho ages, and so is brought into
intimate fellowship with what has been
achieved and wrought. Herein do tho
pormanency and true value of knowledgo
consist. "Wo are in possession of the key
to all knowledge of all humar. action, of
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all human ecxperience. Wo can onter
into the very life of tho race, and become
thointoerpreters of the history of manlkind.

Here work and duty are very naturally
suggested, and scem to grow out of what
has been said.  In fact means presuppose
and muss of necessity comprekiond an end.
Sound, wholesomo, action is the end, the
grand result of careful telling proparation,
The girding on of the armor unmistakably
tells of the stern conflict, the fierco strug-
glee. The student now stands in an
atmosphere which smells of battle. .And
all the toil, and struggle, and preparation
of the past aro of value only as they serve
to find the quickest passage to the heart.
The now reveals the secret of tho by-gone
and the future. There is abundance of
work for the student. There is the giv-
ing body and rounduessto already-oxisting
truths, and tho bringing of new ones to
light, the purging away cf the dross until
there is a perfect refloction of the image,
tho getting of such a conception of what
has been done and thought that tho
individual is scen amid universal life,
nobly aiming to elevato the human race,
taking hold of the chains which connect
things, telling whence they come and
whither they go, testing old and -ew
theories in the crucible of thorough in-
vestigation and inflexible logic; in a
word following hard on the ebbing tide

that he too may gather his pebble and’

thus add to the wealth of the race. This
he may humbly hops to accomplish, if he
be faithful to his Nature, to his blessings,
and to his God.

THE CHRISTMAS VACATION.

THERE is no one sublunary instivation
that gives such universal satisfaction as
tho Christmas vacation. Like charity,

‘it blesses him that gives, and him that.

takes,” diffusing, in all directions, the
aroma of unalloyed enjoyment It is
the onc thing upon which instructors
and students are in perfectaccord, having
by some mysterious process of intellection
reached the common conviction su well
expressed by Horaco :—

Dudee est desipere in loco—anglice. A
little fun about Christmas-time wont hurt
anyone.

Solicitous parents, too, are cagar to
gaze agaa upon thoir hopeful descendants;
while others, whose relationship has in it
both tho elements of contingency and
futarity, await the ovent with emotions,

which we may be pardoned for not de-
scribing.

To the student the prospect of tkis
vacation gives unmaasuved bliss.  During
1ts continuance lus matutinal slumbers
may not bo invaded by the inexorable
bell : mathematical formulas aind Greek
roots need not exhaust his youthiul vigor ;
he ghall not tremble under the frowns of
incensed Professors nor shrink away
abashed from the presidential ive. In-
stead of these como floa.ing dreamily
across his faney visions of parental indul-
gences, under tho symbols of mince-pies,
roast-turkeys and late breakfasts, accoin-
panied by -the comfortable satisfactions
that he may enjoy to the full, the dolce
Jar niente for which he so often sighs.

Other clements cnter into the teacher’s

anticipations. Mingled with an undefined
scnsation of grateful foreeasting, i3 a feel-
ing of regret that vacation .neans a
suspension of hostilities —a ealling off the
forces which have beex winning spolia
opima from the domain of the knowable.
Mournfully the Mathemstical division is
ordered to cease its “advance” upon a
symptotes and oycloidal curves; the
classical Professor sorrowfully reflects
upor unmastered genilives and unex-
pisined subjunctives and science comes
to a stand-still before chemistry still
unsubdued. This reluctant abandonment
of work is, we suppose, shared by all the
instructors ; though it nover so far gets
possession of them as to induce a desire
for ghortening the holidays. This would
bo gratifying their aggressive inclinations
at the student's expense, a deed which
every right-thinking teacher must con-
demn.
. Gratefully then, we welcome the holi-
days and wish ourfellow-students and all
interested in them a Merry Christmas
and o Happy New Year.

SEASONAL,

Cwristaas holidays have come, so
cagerly anticipated by ¢the weary student,
and with them a release from the solemn
round of toil Most of our students at
onco started for home, where no doult
thoy intend to surpriso the natives by a
display of their acquirements in the
realm of knowledge. A small number
“owing to circumstances beyond their
control,” have been obliged to remain in
tho solitudes of c deserted College,
“monarchs of all they survey) They
determined, however, to wnake the most
of their situation. The village was soon
convassed for its most charming Iadies,
the livery stables soon emptied of their
most stylish teams, and about three P. M.,
the mercy party left for Canning, If
good roads, spirited horses, with beanty
and a pleasant day can mako a sleighing

party a success, then no fault can possibly
be found with the result.

After a bountiful repast had besn
amply discussed o very pleasant ovening
was passed. The drive home was if
possiblo attended with greater pleasurs,
at least so-it seomed, as far as could bo
judged from appeatances. All arsived
safo and in high spirits, with the excep-
tion of one gentlemun whose arm was
slightly injured, from what cause doth
not appear. A kind friend sent hima
bottle of liniment next day, and wo are
happy to say that his arm is now con-
valescent }

LATIN GRAMMAR OR DITCHING.

“Wuex I wasaboy” said the alder
Adams, I had to study the Latin Gram-
mar, but it was dull, and I hated it. My
father was anxious to send me to Collego;
and thereforo, I studied Grammar until I
could bear it no longer and going to my
father, I told him I did not like study,
and asked for some other employment.
It was opposing his wishes, and ko <was
quick in his answer: Well John if Latin
Grammar does not suiv, you may try
ditching perhaps that will = My meadow
nceds a diteh and you may put by Latir.
and try that This seemed a delighiful,
change, but I soon found ditcaing harder
then Latin. That night I made some’
comparison betweon Latin and ditching
but said nothing. Next night I told father
if he was willing I would return to Latin.
Ho was pleased and if I have since gained
any distinction it has been -owing to two
doys labour in the abominable ditch.

ERRATA IN LAST ISSUE.

P. 4, column g, line 28, maeo"a period after ¢ perfect
ca.

ey ¢ 3 w1, 'Phco t‘gcdod after “and
(alizes tho othoy ™

“ye “ o8, ¢ 13, rend g'or 30 tho Iove,” 0 the

“e 35, 18, “on' "c-ompm'?cad," road

“g g o3, !o?‘?mutml"mtd “mental.”

4 %3, 33, for ‘‘form"™ road “germ.”

“p e 1, v 25 “lar_ “lmlh!.:'lmqu" rcad

(.5 .« 1. "

47, for ‘' troplcal™ read ¢ id.”?
s« 1, "3, lwea”pcrioda.(wr “ant-oatod
“5 4" l' @

ng.
57, for ‘glnt!x:nuon“ road ‘“intuie
tiona.”
“5 ¢ g ¢ 19 for “enca
q E [ g. L]

-

The table in the Mathematical xoom has
been dusted.

The Provincial Wesleyan in' recogniz-
ing our paper, spoke of it as “issued
from Wolfville Academy and College.”
‘Wo wish to correct the mistake. Tho
Acadia Atheneum belongs exclusively to
the College.
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Hotices.

Jet pictures for your intended and
rings for your engaged, at J. . Davison’s.

J. S. McDonald has been tested for 12
years, and his establishment is increasing
in popularity.

. T. H. B. Witter has just opened a
new stors, Al his goods are fresh, and
o sells them 1w for cash,

You must eat in order that you may
live. Your grinders will be kept in good
order by Dr. Payzant, Dentist.

Give H. B, Whitter & Co., a call.
Their stock is large, and their motto is
“small profits and ready payment.”

All kinds of College and Academy
Books can ho got at J. A. Payzant’s.
Stationery, Music Books, &c., always on
hand.

‘Wo sincerely hope none of ourstudents
will be sick ; yet, if ther should be any
cases of illness, our friend, Dr. Bowles,
will prove himself a worthy disciple of
Zsculapius,

For Christmas you want spices, and
G. V. Rand keeps theme. Hs has also a
watchmaker at his store, who will repair
your watches and. fit them for keoping
good time during tho holidays.

. D. A. Munro has lately buit a large
shop and increased his stock of machinery.
Ho kindly showed us through hie estab-
lishment, and wo weére surprised at his
facilitics for manufacturing, and not less,
at the beautifol and artistically finished
waggons, sleighs, &c., which he keeps al-
ways on hand at very low rates.

- @orrespondence.

To tre Editors of the Acadia dtheneum.

GENTLEMEN.—The first number of the
“ Acadia Atheamum ” has been laid on
my table. Allow me to congratulate you
on the success which hasthus farattended
your laudable enterprise.  The little
sheet—modest, but not the lessattractive
on that account—is entircly meritorious,
from whatever point of view it is re-
garded. "What could be more appropriate

than the name which you have selezted’

from the thousands at your command %
How many pleasing reminiscences will it
ovoke throughout the Province and be-
yond its borders! And the motfo—-
where could & more felicitous one oe
found? Itis indicative, as Xinterpret it,
of The spirit of fair plaz, and enlightened
regurd for the opinions of others, which
you engage shall charmcterize the dis
cussion of all questions that may, in
agreemont with the objects contemplated
in. your publication, como under your

purview, And then the prinfing and
mechanical exccution of the work are
simply unoxceptionable. The wisdom
displayed in your prompt and peremptory
rejection of a less satisfactory impression

[is a pledge that, in every dopartmont you

intond the “ Athenum ” to be worthy of
genera) confidence and support, As re-
aards the literary merits of the paper, so
far as it may be determined by the speci-
mon number, I fecl more delicacy in ox-
preasing my sontimonts ; for the very act
of passing & judgment of the kind im-
plies that he, who essays to do s0, con-
sidors himself in somewise qualified for
the task. But without making r 4y such
pretensions, pormit me to say that I have
beon much gratified at tho character of
your work in this particular, and that I
regard it as reflecting no discredit on the
Literary Society under whose auspices the
naper 1s issued, or the Idstitution to
which it sustains so intimate a relation.
And these remarks-arm designed’ to apply
as well to the matier, whether original or
solected, which crowds its columns, as to
the styla and composition of the respec-
tive articles themselves. With these
sentiments cxpressed very briefly on ac-
count of the limited space at your dis-
posal—so briefly that I kave failed to do
full justico to any one of even the few

"points tonched -upon—I would wish you

every success in f:e further prosecution
of your important and responsible under-
taking thus so happily iraugurated.

SuspATHES.
Wolfville, Dec. 12th, 187 4.

Personals.

Nrir MoLzeop, A.M. 69, has just been
maie an Attorney-at-Law. Mr. McLeed
is 2 partner in one of the wealthiest firms
in Charlottetown.

S. McC. Bracrg, A.B. 'T4, isat Harvand.
He entered tho Junior Ye.r, and the last
tidings we had of him, was that ho made
rinety-five per cent in his examinations
at the closo of the first term.,

Fraxvk Eatox, A.B. ’72, is also at Har-
vard. ¥o has distinguished himself in
the Science department.

Aanox Ross, of Margaree, C. B, a
student in the Freshman Class A. C., has
been compelled to abandon his studies
Jsu account of idness: He complained
sometime befors he gave up his work:
feeling anxious, however, to prepare hi

him-
self 40 go at his Master’s bidding, and
“preach His Word,” he persovered
hoping that his health would soon im-
prove ; but being obliged to consult a
doctor in reference to his health, he was
informed by him that his disease was
dropsy, and that ho must go homo at

once, A letter from him dated Dee. 10th,
says, “Xem much werse than when I
parted with you"” May the Lord
strongthen him in the innex man as the
outer fails, and give Lim grace to say,
*Thy will bedone.”

J. L. BROWN & G0.

OEXERAL I¥I'ORTERE AND DEALBRS IN

Dry Goods,
~ MILLINERY,
Boots, Shoes, Hats, Caps,

Clothing, Carpets.
FURNITURE, GROGCERIES,

Glass, Stone, Earthen and China Wars,
&c &e. &e

J. E. MULLONEY,
DENTIST,
Wolfville and Rentville.

DAYS IN WOLFVILLE,

_MONDAYS & TUESDAYS.
NOTICE.
CROCKERY! COROCKERY!

Groceries, Groceries.

The Subscriber has on hand a ly of
choico and well aclectod targo supply o

CROCKERYWARE.

Whito Iron-Steno CHINA wmade s specialty.
THE VERY BEST GROCERIES,

Teas, Sugars, Molasses, 0ils,

Confectionory, &c., &c., always on hand at
cheapest priccfs for CASH or mg; pPay.
A. R, QUINN.

HARDWARE.

Having mado arrangements in England, United
Stutes and Canada, forthocontinued shipmewnt of
all kinds of HARDWARE, wgo aroin a position
to scll as low as any in this Province, and w,
m:r:ct ly invits inspection of -our Stock beforo
giving orders elsowhera.

‘Wo call attention especially to our assortment of

Cutlery, Harness Mounting,
LEATHERS, CARRIAGE STOCK,

AXD

Agricultural Implements.
F. & M. XROWN.
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Acadia House,

(ESTABLISHBED 1802.)

Tho undersignod, having for tho. last 12. years
cnjoyed o largo share of tho patronage of the
atudontsof - -

ACADIA -COLLEGE: AND HORTON AGADEWMY,

begs to {ntimate that'lo still makes dpecial offort
to meet their roquiremonts.
Although my principa) busincss ia -

GENERAL DRY GOODS,
Boots & Shoes,
1 also keep, and Liavo alwuys doho so, all BOOKS
used in our Public Schools, . many of the Books
used in-the Acadery, andwill.order. books, for

oither- classes ce individ on short notice, as
I &vo connections.at homo and gbroad for this

pulx{poso. v
o botter proof of tho popularity of my
establishmont can bo given, than the fact that wo
havo now'an Hatel and snother Storo called by
the samo name. While fecling pleased with tho
indirect testimony thus Yofnd in my favor, Lonly
ask ns aright that my fricnds will not .confound
my House with any other.

. JAMES 5. MoDONALD.

t L. ..

AGADIA: BOOK -STORE

JUST RECGCEIVED.
A splendid stock of

INITIAL AND PLAIN STATIONERY
embracing all tho latest and most fashionablo
tints: R . T
A-ALEO— Y
MUSIC BOOKS,
Sheet Music, ‘Violin. Strings," Fldtes, Pictures,
Frames and Mouldings in great quicl%;
Scnd iﬁgq'ﬁ'g subieriptiods Tor pedodicals carly.
Cash strictly inlndwnhce. . -~
‘ ,J--A. PAYZANT.

1874.
Sm—— ¢ -" '\.
[ER ]

7O THE PUBLIC!

now bging completo, »vo colicit patronage. Our
motto is small profits and ready payment.

J. P. DAVISON, J.P.,

WOL¥VILLE, N. S.*

PHUTOGRAPHER,
, DRALER I¥ . ,
Pictures;:. Watthes and Jewollery,
* . aud Inipotter axd Manutackirer of
FICTURE-TRANMES.
AU S ST

.r-
&

. 3

DRUGS AND MEDIGINES,
Spices and Dye Stuffs, Spectacles,
Watohes; Jewellery, &o., &o.,
ON HMAND AND FOR BALE.

Tho Bubscriben thmlm forp tfavors, ;ronld
ask a continuanco of tho same.

Ropafring off
CLOCES, WATGHES AND JEWELRY,
prompty and neatly dono. by, Mr. Bonry Brown.
' GEO, V. RAND,’

Steam Printing House.
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NOVA SCOTIA
Printing Company,

CORNER SACKVILLE & GRANVILLE STS,
"HALIFAX, N. §.

BOOKS, PAMPHLETS,
BEPORTS, CONSTITUTIONS,

LAW BLANKS, CARDS,
TICKETS, LABELS;

PROGRAMMES, CIRCULARS,

BILL HEADS, CHEQUES;

-RECEIPTS, CATALOGUES,
" ADDRESSES, POSTEI'S-"

T. H. B. WITTER,

DEALER IN

Staple and -Fancy

Dry Goods!

GENTS’ FURNISHING GOODS

- mado &

SPECIALTY.

Madame Fuy's systom Dress Charty abt $2.76;
pn{i. requires; 30 minutes to leam the art of
catting,

{ Madame Foy's Patent Corfets, N

Xadies €arment Suspenders,.
Men's Exbor Reform Snspenders.

Trices iow, terins cash and vnly ohio price.

- .. LONDON HOUSE,

E. P. BOWLES, M. D.

GRADUATD OF THE
College of Physicians and Surgeons,
WEW TORX. )

Offes At (he Acalan Hotel, Woltyl

£, N. PATZANT, M. D.

DENTIST, .
Office & Residencs, opp. Acadia College:

Speclal Ofico Days at Homes

MONDAYS, TUESDAYS & SATURDAYS,

—

THE attention of -parcnts and Guardioes of
Students attending tho Academy and Collcge #
respectfuily called to the necessity of statéd prd.
fessional caro for- their teeth, oven in the caso of
tho youngest. Thoseimportant organsaroheplth-
fully presorved at littlo annual expensg whon
cxamined quarterly by a dentist, and if nctd
ba operated upon, Tho patient reociving instrue-
tioir for their caré. o

Dr. P. will réadily give furtherinformation.at
his ofich or by-lotter, Patients thus entrustol
to him will bg duly atfendod to; and a diagram
sentot ho condition of thib teeth and all operations

performed thercon.

etmaM
CARRIAGE FAGTURY,

. WOLFVILLE, N.S..

- v
TnE subscriber takes pleasure in informing his
custonicrs and tho public goncrally Ehat ho 18now
prepared tofurnish Cas ~ages-of all kids, doublo
and singlo Wagonk, Top Buggios and Lhitons,
%lso, doﬁb]ftm;l singlﬁ Slclgl&s_ atta short notct"qcc’
aving huilt o large shop and putinnowsteam
power a.ngd machinery, ho is able to soll Carriages
atlowcr.xates than can be dono whexeno fover is

used. . L
All carringes bailt from best. American ‘and
Cannadian, stock and s0ld lex foi Cash orappraved

payment. . .
D. A. MUNRO,’

mpea iy —— ———

Tho ACADIA ATHENSUIis published morthly
by tho StopENTS of Acndia Collego-during: the .

Sassion-of that Institution:

- TERAB:
‘Ono Collegifte 5ear (IN ANVANCE)suecumonerse$0.50
Single-copies (cack) eeses ()

Tho AcXpla AtExzox if sent ‘fo il Sub.
scribers until 1 nuréars avo padd, Andsh explicit
order is received for its discontinuance. .
_ Payments'id be made-to G E,-Good, Socrd-
tary, and all sommunicstions {0 o addressed-to
“Edito.s, AcAvIA ATHEYZUN, Wolt¥illo, N. 8.”
ﬁ«;_no!icoxymsbo taken of anonymous odoittnuni-

ions, L

P

. M) - ;
Printed-by. tho Nova Scvuria Trivrnag Costeaxt,
. CorgerSackvilloand GrauvillaS}e,; Halifax.




