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But next I see in my endeavour,
Foetry, Thiy binds here do not live forever,

: That cold or hunger, sickness or age,
CONSIDER THE RAVENS. Finir*~q their earthly stage;

E:] uok‘rdrops wmt & stroke,
. . And aevér givés af croak;
TLord acogrding to thy words, Birds lie here and birds lie there,
;have considered thy birds; With little feathers all astare;
nd I find the"' life BWdo Aﬁ in tby own sermon thou
And better the better understood; That the sparrow falls dost allow.
Sowing nelthelr g:l;n ‘:mr wheat,
They haveall that they can eat; t-shall got cavse me any alarm
Reaping no more than they-cow, or neither so comes thz bird to harm,
g‘;“l have all they can stow; Seeing our Father, thon hast said,
ving neither barn nor store, Is by the sparrows dying bed;
Hungry again they eat more. Therefore it is a blessed place,
And th i 2
Considering I'ske toq that they nd the sparrow 1n high grace

Have a busy life, and plenty of p!;;y; It thereft is. Lord:
In the earth they dig their Lills deep, I ht:.\v::ect(!)lnﬁ;::egriht; :?;8,:;,

And work well though they donot heap; And b th wi i
hen to play in the airthey are not lodelth, nd heuceforth will be thy bird.

d their nests between are better than GeorGeE MacDoxNAsLD.
both.

8u: this is when there blow no storms, W PICTURE Deatd  as coming to
hen berries are plenty in winter, and destroy ; let us rather picture Christ as
worms; coming to save. We think of death as

When their feathers are thick and oil ending; let us rather think of Itfe as

is enough beginning, and that more abundantly.

7o keep the cold out and the rain of  We think of losing ; let us think of gain-

If there should come & long hard frost, ing. Wae think of parting; us think of

en it loors as thy birds were lost. meeting. We think of going away: let

us think of arriving. And as the voice

~ Death whispers, * You must go from

earth,” let us hear the voice of Christ

saying: *‘ You are but coming to Me™
— Norman Mcleod.

But I consider further and find

A hungry bird has a free mind;

He is hungry to-day, not tomorrow;
8Steals no camfort, no grief doth borrow;
This moment is his, thy will hath said it,
The next is nothing till thou hast made it.

The bird has pain, but has no fear “Itis the miracle of miracles to make

Which is the worst of any gear; men see things as they are. To open
When cold and hunger and Larm betide men’s eyes to see the fountains in the
him | wilderness, is as divine a work as to

Icisnf:;?“; ‘;si‘;?h:];'; '("?’(yff’i"‘]“}‘g’]:‘::dgos'm; smite the fountains from the rock. To

ay’s e has . . . .
He waits just, nor haggles with hislot; %€ things as they areis the gift of seers
Neither jumbles Gods will to make other men see them as they are

With dnblets from his own still. is the work of prophets.”
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“If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forgét her cunning.”—Psalm 137, 4-5.

HOW TO READ THE META-
PHORS OF JESUS.

BY THE REV..J. RAWSON LUMBT, B.D., FELLOW OF
8T. CATHARINE'S C)LLEGE, CAMBRIDGE.

L-—EATING AND DRINKING HIS BODY
AND BLOOD.

That language first employed of the
natural support of the body should come
to be used of the sustenance of the scul
is nothing that can surprise us. Such a
metaphorical usage of words is what we
are always driven to when we  describe
spiritual operations. [Jence much of the
language of the Bible, when speaking of
God Himself, is of necessity anthropom-
orphic. Of the infinite and spiritual,
finite humanity can only lisp out its cwn
inadequate diction. But there is much
to be observed in the support of our bod-
ies by food which renders the expressions
that relate thereto more than ordinarily
appropriate for the eonveyance of solemn
lessons on spiritual mysteries. (1) We
take food, dead mutter, into our Lodics,
and, by natures subtle clemistry, it is
converied notwouly into a support of our
lives, but becomes as~imilated with our
frames, and liteless meat is changed into
aliving cristitient poartion of moving
and thinking men. Here we are cons-
tant wimesses of a work of mysterious
power, and words which «prak of such an

incomprehensible process suggest them-
selves as the fittest exponents of deeper
mysteries still. (2) God also chose
food, and due control in respect thereof,
as the means of trial for our first parents.
The one tree left untouched was to be
the outward and visible sign of their
soul’s obedience, their sacrament of faith
and love. And underthe new covenant,
our Lord bas appointed that it sha'l be
through means of the reception of food
that the souls of the faithfyl shall be
made partakers of His blessed body and
blood. Hence it need cause us no won-
der that imagery drawn from eating and
drinking is frequently employed in the
Bible where the writers are speaking
solely of the scul and its sustenance.

(3) There is yet another reason why
such transference of language should be
found often in Holy Writ. God’s reve-
lation of Him:elf in the hearts of men is
there set before us as a matter of <ensa-
tion rather than of speculation. To
know of God is never corfined to mere
knosledge : it penetrates deep into the
feclings, and becomes a power within us.
it must ever be closely followed by
proofs of its vitality, showo by the werk-
ing out of our knowledge, or rather the
interweaving thereof into the texture of
our lives. No language, therefore,
which spake merely of ebjective compre-
lension would suffice to set forth the way
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i
n wh ich the soul must become acquaint-
ed with God ; it must be done by some
fignre which tells of a subjective realira-
tion, of a process whereby He is made
ours, and we are made His, rad for this
purpose it would be ditficult to find fitter
words than those which tel how dead
food becomes a part of living men. It
is from teeling this that the Psalmist
cries out (Ps. xxxiv. 8), “O taste and
gee that the Lord is good, blessed is the
man that trusteth in Him.” The sup-
port which such faith gives, he knows to
be as real as the strength which the
body derives from vatural food. And
the like idea is conveyed in our Lord’s
words, when he proclaims the blessed-
ness of those who “hunger and thirst
after righteousness. So when Isaiah
puts forth his earnest invitation to a cove-
rant with Jehovah, he can find no more
forcible expressions than those drawn
from the nurture of the body: “ Ho,
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the
watere, come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price.”  And of those
who would seek for strength from other
means he asks : * Wherefore do ye spend
money for that which is pot bread, and
your labour for that which satisficth not ?”
It would not be difficult to multiply
passages of this nature drawn from every
book of Scripture, but we desire at pre-
sent to examine how Jesus employed
such language, and to draw from such
examination that instruction which He
desired to impart. On a careful inspec-
tion of the Gozpels, we find that our
Y.ord uses such expressions mainiy in ve-
ference to three subjects. First, with
regard to the reception of His teaching,
and the effects which it should produce.
This we may call the awakening of the
gend ta dife. and it is the Holy Ghost
which imparts this earliest quickening
aud nurtures it into strength.  Necondly,
He speaks in words of this kind concern-
ing the sacrament which He instituted
for our perpetusl remembrance of His
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death. Thus He vividly sets before us
the close communion which believers
should have with Him. Thia is Christ’s
own support of the full-grown spiritual
man. Thirdly, He has the same figure
with respect to the kingdom of heaven,
when those words refer to the state of
the dead in the world beyord the grave,
where the soul, which has been awsaken-
ed by the life-giving power of the Holy
Spirit, and fed and sustained through
life by Christ’s body and blood, ~hafl
tind its complete fruition in the presence
of the Father, and shall need no more
figures, but shall sece God as He is.

I. There are two passages in Siu
Jobn's Gospel which illustrate fully the
war in which our Lord spake of the re-
ception of His teaching under the fizure
of taking food and drink. The first is
His conver-ation with the woman of
Samaria (Jobn iv.). Christ, in the par-
ching noontide, had asked her for s
draught of water.  Surprised at such a
request made by a Jew, she gives ex-
pression to her wonder, and  then Jesus,
by Iiis first words, shows the spiriteal
lesson conveyed through these natucal
things. The woman had always thought
of the well as the gift of the patriarch
Jacob, and she bad gone no farther.
{ hrist at once speaks of the water a~ the
gift not of Jacob, but of God. # If thou
hadst known—truly realiced —that this
well of water is heaveu's gift, and bads:
thus been prepared to own a consiant
heavenly interposition in thy life, and to
recognise heaven's Messenger whee He
appearcd, thon wouldst have asked of
Him, and He would have givei. thee liv-
ing water.” Like many a Iesson of
Jesus, this teaching falls like seed om
unprepared soif. 'The woman’s thouchts
are all centred on the material.  She bas
no mind to inquire after what iz meant
by living water, but only is perplexed
how, having nothing to draw with, the
stranger can have a store of water at all.
dJesus, by His next reply, 'leads her a
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little forward, but she cannot advance
far. “ Whosoever drinketh of this
water,” Ile says,* shall thirst again; but
whoseever shall drink of the water that
1 shall give him shall never thirst, but
the water that I shall give him shall be-
come (yenesetad) in him a wall of water
springing up . to everlsting life.”  The
woman. her thoughts tied still down to
the carth, says, « Sir, give me this water,
that I thirst not, neither come hither to
draw.” Jesus then, by direct speech
about her own life and the religious ob-
servances of her people, leads her to com-
prehend somewhat of s character; and
after that discloses, in a £ w words, the
gist of the lesson which He had vainly
striven to teach by allegory. Both
Jew and Samaritan bave circumeeribed
their ideas of God, and so have limited
the existence of the Divine presevve to
particular spots—Jeruzalem or Gerizim.
Thix babit has blinded their spiritual
vision so that they cannot see¢ God in all
places and in all iliz gifs. But already
some are learning what spiritual worship
means ; and such worship s what the
Father seeks.  God is a s~pirit, and
they that worship Him must worship
Him in spirit und in truth” and then
they will under-tand the true source of
Living water, the lively power of the
Holy Ghost, the kingdom of God within
them. Thus did Ch ist employ figurative
speech that He might elevate the thoughts
of this woman and lead her from the con-
templation of natural sustenance to the
higher idea of spiritual food. By blend-
‘ng thoughts of the universal Father with
2 lowly subjeet, the importance of which
she could understand, He would raise
her mind to the comprehension of the
deep things of the Holy Ghost.

And it was to persons of precisely the
same character thut our Lord sddressed
the other disconrse (Jubhn vi) te which
we now procerd. He hed on the pre-
vious day performed the mivacle of feed
ing the five thousand. The people fol-
jowed after Him though Fle had with-

69

drawn [{imself from them unobscrved

But knowing that their thoughts wer®
only busied about food for the body H®
spoke earnestly tothem: “ Ye seck me
not because ye raw the miracles, but be-
cause ye did eat of the loaves and were
filled.  Labour not for the meat that per-
isheth, but labour rather for that meat

which endureth unto everlasting life,
which the Son of Man shall give unto
you.” Seck me not, he would say to
them, for the support of ycur bodies:
have better gifia than these, I bring illu-
mination and consulation for your souls.
They have obtained a faint glimpse of
the meaning of His words ; and now they
ask Him to teach them how they may
work the works of God. But Jesus
checks this notion of theirs about their
own working, and points them to the
novel demand of the gaspel, the require-
me. of faith. «This is the work of
God,” pot apy ceremonial observauces
on which your thoughts may be dwells
ing, but “ 1hat ye may believe on Him
whom He bas sent.” This shall give
nurture to your soulz, =hall fill you with
the substance of guud gifts hoped for.
Yet these men, willing rather to walk
by sight than by faith, and in spitc of the
wonders which they bad beheld, still de-
mand of Him some sign coming from
heaven, as the manna had been rained
down upon their fathers in the wilderness.
But Christ recalls them to His promise
at the beginuing, of the discourse. The
bread of which He spake was not like
the manna, whereof though their fathers
had eaten, they were yet dead. He
would have them seek for such meat as
should endure unto everlasiing life, of
which the manna was but a figure, and
sufficed only to support the life of the
body. For the true bread of God is
that which cometh down from heaven,
not as food for one nation, or for a brief
time, or such as will need to be constant-
ly ministered from without, but this is
food universsal, and for all time, and
which giveth life to the whole world
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Then, just like the Samaritan woman
with thoughts not yet lifted above earth-
Iy things, Christ’s hearers entreat, *Lord,
evermore give us this broad” And
now, just as inthe former case, the im-
agery, the metaphorical speech, falls away
from the discourse. and the real purport
of Christ’s teaching begins to be laid
bare. “I am the bread of life,” says
Jesus: “he that cometh unto me shall
never hunger; and he that belie, eth on
me shall never thirst.” Here then, is
the way in which we are to eat the bread
and drink the water of life. To come
unto Jesus with earnest faith—ihis makes
real our spiritual life ; this i3 what the
Spirit takes of Christ and shows unto
us, But not every coming to Jesus is a
coming which shall find blool. These
men had followed him witn haste over
the sea of Galilee, but they met with His
rebuke, for their zeal was shown only in
desire for food for their bodies. And
this rebuke of His, He now explains to
them; I said unto you, that ye also
have seen me and believe not.”  Yet this
belief it is which shall give to a man that
bread which shall come down from heaven,
that he may eat thereof and not die.
Even while in this world Hg, through
this spiritual sustenance, this meat to eat
which others know not* of, becomes so
sure of the resurrection, s» sirong in the
support which supplies li'= eternal, that
death is conquered already. and all fear
thereof is swallowed up in victory. Thus
has the Lord spiritualised for us every
eraving of hunger and thirst, made
every meal a sacrament, and converted
our bodily needs into a constant sermon.
The desire for sustenance for the soul is
to be welcomed as much as is healthy
longing for the food of the body, and the
Bord’s lesson is that the sadsfaction of
that desire shall, through the constant
min,. tratios of the Holy Ghost, be & ver-
it’éy of which each of us shall feel assur-
We shall ear and shall not die.

II. We have seen how, under this

figurative language, Christ spake ¢ of the
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Spirit, which they that believe on Him
should receive.” and we are very familiar
with the way in which He desc-ibes
spiritual communion with Himselfin the
Lord’s Supper under th: like figure. Tn
the continuation of His discourse in the
synagogue at Capernaum, He alludes by
anticipation to that ordinance, and al-
though the outward aigns of that holy
sacrament are not meuiioned in this dis-
course, yet some portions of the langr~ge
here used seem to throw light on the
brief expressions which oceur in the nar-
ratives of its institution. Only at this
earlier stage of Christ's teaching provi-
sion is not made for the enjoyment of
this second mode of spiritual sustenance,
any more than for the one already
spoken of, “because that Jesus was not
yet glorified.” But even here He says,
“ the br2ad that I will give is my flesh,
which T will' give for the life of the
world.” Since the means of enjoying
this gracious gift were wot appointed
until the night ofthe Lord’s betrayal, it
is clear that the giving of His flesh for
the life of the world must be after mis
death. When His sacrifice has been
completed, then that flezh shall in some
wise be the true life of mankind for all
time to come. And He explains to us
here how this shall be. “ As the living
Father hath sent me, and I live by the
Fa'her; so he that eateth me, even he
shall live by me.” nere we have Christ’s
own parallel between mimself and others
who shall be mis brethren. He lives
by the Father, believers shall live by
Him. And the eating of Christ’s flesh
by them iz compared to the action of
Jesus in coming into the world at the
sending of the Father. 'This mission
the Lord, in another place (John iv. 34),
declares to have been a work of obed*
ience under the very figure which we
are now discussiug: % My meat is to do
the will of Him that sent me, and to fin-
ish mis work.” Thus the two sides har-
monize completely. The sustenance of
Jesus iz o obey the will of God, the
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sapport of the Christian is to do the will
of Jesus. The duty will many a time
be hard, the food such as men do not
love ; but so was it with Christ, yet even
in the last scenes of Gethsemane me
eries out under the figure which such a
use has sanctified : “ The cup which my
Father hath given e, shall T not /rink
t? And when at last the work of
Cbrist was over,* Now,” rays ii¢, “come
I to thee ;” and the end of the Christian’s
obedience is to be the ame. It isthat he
may be assured of thig, that the Lord’s
Supper was ordained, and the outward
yymbols named by Christ, siz body and
nis blood.  For, by faithtul obedience to
the Lord’s last command, men are to
realise in their faward life two mysteries,
first, that iIis resurrection-body is as-
cended into heaven. and that becoming
one with ®Him they shall also have a
spiritual body and become children of
the resurrection; and beside this, that
gis blood outpoured has been accepted
as a satisfaction for our sins, and that
through Rim the guilt-staing have been
removed which gave to death its sting
and made resurrection terrible. In this
way the faithful are one with Christ as
Be is one with God.

III. Our Lord also employs the lan-
muage of the banquet and of feasting
when He desires to make his hearers
comprehend somewhat of the nature of
the kingdom of heaven, when that phrase
i used of the state of the blessed after
death. Thus we read, “ Many shall
ome from the east and from the west,
awd shall sit down with Abraham, and
lasc, and Jacob in the kingdom of
beaven,” The verb in :ihe original
vhich is here translated by “sit
down,” is one specially confined to the
leseriptions  of fcasts. It  signifies
1“0 recline at length,” in the fashion of
{rientals when they are at a feast and
ouveys a nation of ease and repose
vhich is wanting in our translation. The
-ynoptists use this verb of the arrange-
-nt of the multitudes along the green

grass, when our Lord wrought is nmir-
acle of the feeding of the five thousand,
and tne chief idea conveyed by it is one of
ease and comfort. The same idea of a
feast runs through the description of the
kingdom of heaven, in the parable of the
ten virgins. ‘The marriage, to which
those who were ready went in, s a mar-
riage banquet, and the admitted guests
are those who recline beside Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, while those in misery
stand at the closed door. As we should
expect, the more material figures ot eat-
ing and drinking are less prominently
put forward in these descriptions cof the
spiritual state, but even tnese expressions
are sometimes found in the sayings of the
Lord. For example, when, in the insti-
tution of the Lord’s Supper, He would
teach His disviples that the euchuristic
blessings are not for time only, lle says
(Matt. xxvi. 29), after the giving of the
cup: *1 say unto you, I will not drink
henceforth of this fruit of the vine until
that day when [ drink it new with you
in my Father’s kingdom.” Tt seems ims
possible to understand the last words of
this sentence as anything except a coms
forting declaration that in the future
world there is to be a more perfect feast,
ot which the earthly supper was, insome
far-off sense, a representation. And
henceforth He would have the faithful
bear this in mind. The passover feast,
or rather, the breaking of bread, which
has taken its place, is never to be observ-
ed without tge reflection that there is
prepared in the kingdom of God some
condition of bliss which is most fitly
pictured by an earthly feast of love.
No trace of sensuous enjoyment enters
into the picture, though zhiu%§ ot sense
are used for its expression. The simpli-
¢ity of broken bread banishes every
such thought, and the taithtul cbservers
of the euciaristic feast on earth feel on-
ly that there are greater giitts in store
when they shall be united In communs
ion with the Lord at the great marriags
supper of the Lamb. But perhaps we
may gather most completely the ssnie
which Christ desires to convey, by all
these expressions. Thatnarrative is full
of the ideas connected with a feast. I4
is not withont purpoese that, 1n the out-
set, the sumptuous tare of Divesis dwelt
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upon side by ride with the hungry crav-
ings of the beggar for the crumbs from
the rich man's table. For, in the contrast
of their states in the world to come, it is
for s0 very worthless a thing as a drep of
water on the tip of the finger that the
rich man supplicates, while the formerly
afflicted beggar enjoys the honoured place
at the heaven!y feast, and is reclining in
the bosom of the tather of the faithful.
The position of guests in an Eastern feast
a8 they lay on the couches side by side is
the figure conveyed by the werds, **Ab-
raham's bosom.” We have the sameo
word employed (John xiii. 23) of the
position which the beloved disciple oc-
cupied at the paschal feast. ** Now there
was leaning on Jesu's bosom one ot His
disciples whom Jesus loved ;" which is
afterwards explained by *‘lying on Jesu's
breast.” [n the adumbration of Paradise
there, which is given us in this parable,
Lazarus is represented as filling a like

lace of honour and affection to that which

t. John held with our Lord at the Last
Supper, while the rich manis in want of
the most aeedtul matters of retreshing.
But as soon as ever the patriarch is made
to give an unswer to the pleadings of
Dives we are taught at once that 'he
material character, which has up to this
point attached ‘o the history, is but a fig-
ure Lo aid our comprebension.  For the
eating and drinking fall away from the
story and are relegated to the lite on earth.
The good things and the evil things are
now spoken of as things of the past,
which were in their lifetime, while the
state of Paradise is described as a state
ot comfort, and the lot of those banished
from it as one of torment. *‘‘Now he is
comforted, and thou art tormented.”
And, as if to mark the speeial spiritual
nature ot the cemfort which Lazarus was
now enjoying, the evangelist has made
choice of a strong expression whereby to
describe it. There are several words us-
ed in the New Testament to convey this
idea, but that which St. Luke has here
selected is that verb from which the name
of the Holy Ghoset, the Paraclete, the
Comforter, is derived. Thus is he guid-
ed to teach us that He who at first quick-
ened the soul into spiritual life will not
leave it nor forsake it, but will sustain it
through this world with constant nurture,
and will minister bliss to the redecmed

The Monthly Record of the Church oy Seotland.

spirit in the world tocome. ¢ Lerd ever-

more give us this bread "

ANCIENT STATE OF ENGLAND.

Dr. Plaifene, 0 a sermon prc ‘ched be.
fore the University ot Cambridge aboutthe
year 1573, says before the preaching of
the gospel ot Christ, no church hsre ex-
isted, but the temple ot an idol, no pries.
hood. but ihat of paganism, no God, but
the Sun, the Mecon, or some hidiouy
images. In Scotland stood the temple
ot Mars; in Cornwall, the temple of Mer-
cury ; at Bangor, the temple of Minerv.y,
at Malden, the temple of Vietoria, u
Bath, the temple of .Apollo, at Leicestert
the tempie «f Janus, at York, where St.
Peter now stands the temple ot Bellona;
in London, on the Site of St. Pauls Ca-
shedral, the temple of Diana, at We-t-
minister where the Abbey reaved its
venerable pile a temple of Apollo: who
can read suck a statemcnt of fiacts well
authenticated as they are considered
what England now is without acknow.
ledging the vast obligations under which
we are iaid to Divine revelation.  What
but the Bible has produced this mighty
moral renovation.

Anecdote by Rev. Lachlan McKenzie
of Lochcarron 1793.

¢t The breach of Sabbath day is here

Cause of ncglect and sorrow

And worthy things should give way

To be discussed to-morrow.

The drever when the sermon’s done

Will ask the price ot cows.”

The Psalms were first versified and
published in Gaelic about the year 1677,
by the Rev. Mr. Kirk.

The garden oi Gethsamane took its
name from the Wine presses init (as
Mr. Maundrel informs us) is an ever
plat of ground not above fifty yards
square lying between the foot ol Mount
Olivet and the Cedron. It is well pianted
with Olive ‘Trees and those of so old &
growti that they are believed to be the
sam~ that stood here in our Saviour’s time,
but this is hardly pessible. Atthe upger
corner of the garden is a flat naked ledge
of a rock, supposed to bo the place on
which the Apostles Peter, James aud
John fell asleep during our Lords agony:
a few paces thence is a Grotto, in which
is said to have undergone that bitter par,
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ot his passion and what is very remark-
sbly in the midst of the Garden there is
s small slip of ground, twelve yards long
and one Yroad repuied the very path on
which the traitor Judas wnl{m up to
Christ when he said * Hail Muster' and
kissed him, which the Turks themselves
bave walled in as accounting the very
ground  accursed on  which was acted
such an infamous Tragedy.—Well's Geo-
graph of the New Testament.
The names and titles given to Jesus
Christ in the scriptures, are 200, collect-
ed by the Rev. John Brown of Hladington
The above extracts have beentorwarded
for publication by Mr. Duncan MacBean,
Elder, Back Meadows.

*« There goes another saucer! What
a careless child you arci 1t does seem
to me you are determined to destroy all
my table ware. Yesterday a plate, the
other day a saucer, and now another; I
bad rather you woulden't help me at all
than make such work.”

Martha (we called her Mattic) hau a
great am}b _on for a little girl seven
years old, to wash dishes, and otherwise
show her capacities tor work. Sae was
sensitive «a that point, and yet accidents
would happen. This time she had too
much soap in the dishwater, and to her
consternation the dish slipped trom her
weak hand. It went bounding from the
pile of dishes it struck. to the edge of
the table, and then to the floor in a loud

crash.

1t gave her a great shock, and she
8 a moment with dish towel in hand
looking blankly at it, when her mother’s
voice, pitched in a higher key than
usual, aroused her. “‘Like begdts like,”
and one glance at her mother’s face and
the angry flash was reflected in Mattie's
black eyes.

« I don't care. 'am glad of it ! was
Mattie’s instant rejoinder.

“ You bad child! What does possess
you? What will becows of you with
such an awtu] temper?”

«f don't kuow, and I don't care!”
and burstiag into tears, Mattie rushed
out of the kitchen door and threw her-
gelf on the ground and buried her face
in the cool grass. ** I wish [ could die,”
_he sobbed, ** mamma says I've gnt such
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an awlul temper, and [ can't help it, it
will come. Oh dear, I wish I could
die. ”

The angry words subaided to sobs,
the sobs to moans, the moans to sighs,
and then she fell into a fitful sleep.

The mother sought her child, aud as
sho litt>d her from the grass and heard
ber sighs, and saw her tear-stained
cheeks, & voice said w her something
like this: ** llave you thought tor a mo-
ment thay you are responcible for all
this? That you arcused that temper in
her by the Key of your voice, the frown
of your brow, the luok in your eyes?
You knew she was doing her very bes
when she broke that dish.  Suppose you
had spoken ditferently, or not spoken at
all till the jur on your nerves had passed
away, and then you had looked into
her work a little, and shown her how to
avoid another accident. True, Mattie
needs to understand how wrong such
conduct is towards her mother; ves, she
knows it already, while you have for-
gotion that you have no more righe to
indulge in temper than she.—Northern
Advocalc.

St. Paves, E. R.—At the annua
meeting ot St. Pauls congregation, held
on the 28th April, among other import-
ant matters it was unanimously Resolv-
ed to grant their pastor the Rev. Wm.
McMillan, tive weeks® holidays during
the carrent year. So far as has yet ap-
peared, this congregation has the honor
of setting an example worthy the imita-
tion of all the congregations who have
pastors and whose pastors have been
+«diligent in pastoral duties ” during the
past year. Pastors need relaxstion
whether they are allowed it or not; and
those who are allowed weeks of relax-
ation and who cannot avail themselves
ot them, feel relieved and grateful tothe
congregations who considerately make
it an item of their annual business to

vote them a few weeks leave of absence,
and in some cases, to supply them with
the wherewithal to enable them to enjoy
their holidays.
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The Wiontily Becord,

MAY, 1879,

the office-bearers of the Church have is
that of Congregatioual Management,
The wachinery of church organization

18 very easily put out of order. It is not
60 easy to put it right again. Some-

times the minister is to be blamed. A
“ousand good actions of his are taken
as & matter of course and soon forgotten ;
whereas it he makes a mistake, or acts
unwisely or wrongly, his deed is embal-
med and kept perpetually fresh in the
amemory of :ome of his parishioners, or
a3 the ancient Roman complained
“learned and conred by rote to cast into
his teeth;” while he cannot always lay
the flattering unction to his soul that
they thus chasten him on account of their
great love for hin.

Again the fault may lie at the door of
one of the trustees or manazers. If so,
such an one may extract what comfort
ke . n from the thought that while he
lives his fault or error will be grievously
atoned for—he will be reminded of it
often enough to preserve him from too
much self-satisfaction during the remain-
der of his patural life.

Again the tronble may arise from
some of the people themselves. It can-
not be otherwise. Offences must come.
The object of gathering a congregation
is to educate them for the better dis-
c¢harae of their duties here, and prepare
thew for blessedness hereafter. A con-
gregation is usually composeq of the
great body of people who dwell in the
neighborhood of the church. It cannot
be supposed thercfore that they are all
wise or generous or unselfish or patient.
K they were there would be little need
to instruct them. When we consider the
material of which an ordinary co gregr-
tion is composed—the different views,
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opinions, habits, mo-es of thousht which
prevail among men, the wonder is not
that quarrelg chould arise, but that a
congregation shonld ever be free from
them. There are in human nature so
many sources of discord, enmity and
strife that no office-bearer should expect
to have an easy life or hold office with-
out paying the full penalty of e burden
attached to it

The absence of a deep feeling of res-
ponsibility in church-going people is at
the bottom of much of the unnecessary
squabbling of the day.

Irrespousible frivolity (to use the now
funous phrase) rides its hobby in at the
chinrch door and refuses to become con-
seious of its tolly.  ‘The most hallowed
associations of picus people and the good
sense of the judicious, all count as
nothing in the estimation of unconscious
incapacity. Kindly regard for our
neighbours, reverence for the aged a3
well as the consideration of the peace
and prosperity of a congregation are less
than noth'ng in the eyes of such per-
sons. It i3 only however when they
succeed in formiag parties that such
classes become dangerous. For then
the atrife for victory heZins and peace
departs to return only when death haa
ended the ignominous struggle and the
combatants have gone * where the wick-
ed cease from troubling.”

1t would be an unprofitable as well as
a meournful task to enumerate the chief
occasions by which offences of this na-
ture arise, causing bitterness, grieving
the hearts of good men and doing incal-
culable injury to our fellowmen. )

It may help us to avoid such errors if
we bear in mind some of the ends for
whieh congregations are called tegether:
It is not merely to enjoy delightful ser-
vices nor to be pleased with handsome
church garniture and upholstery; but a
large proportion of worshippers goto
church surely for a very different pur-
pose. 'They go impelled thereto by the
he vy moral burden of whick they ary
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Boscious.  They are seeking peace for
moubled conscience, or some allevia-
bon of the weight of their sorrow, some
lief from the heavy burden of life; or
ey go to worship God and with graie-
| hearts render thanks for his mercies.
Bembling together in this frame of
ind every appearance of sirife is to
¢ deprecated, for nothing can bg more
frugnant to the spirit of true religion.
the pulpit as well as at the church
pir every thing which ministers to
pory feelings should be avoided as one
wuld avoid the plague. Six days out
seven are more than sufficient for
ch matters.
The great object for which a congre-
@ion exists sbould be steadily kept in
ow.  Matters of lesser importance
bould be treated as such and not mag-
fed as if they were all important.
Bestions, which gender strife and about
hich men waste much violent energy,
of profoundly little importance in
foparison with the edification of chris-
1 people and the development of chris-
2 charity. The matters about which
often quarrel and laboriously as
as obstinately do battle are not
grth a breach of christian charity.
Let men only elevate their thoughts
asto obtain a right view of the end
which a congregation is organized
many matters for which zealous
pile strive will then be seen to dwindle
57 in importance 2nd to be less than
Riing. Itis bad encugh to quarrel
ji 3 matter of importance, but to
ge bitter war about & mere maiter of
ek furniture, or some question of
ernals a8 to modes of worship, or
it might be called the mere drapery
feigion isa fataity the wickedness of
ch is equalled only by its folly.
gihere are seasons when ihere would
nto be a very epidemic of wrangling
mgst congregations. A dark cleud
over men’s miads. The over
Bed blood fills the surcharged brain.
ething only appears then worth liv-

prs

(2]

ing for, namely to gain one’s purpose,—
10 have one’s own way, and to put those
who differ from us to their bitter purga-
tisn.  On other matters tbe man may
be sane enough; but as to the questiom
n dispute he cannot consider it dispass-
ionately, hie cannot indeed consider it at
iall. As regards such question he has
ceazed to be responsible. It uas seized
him and drives him forward. He is as
one possessed. In such a case it is
ciear that any inflence from without can
avaii nothing. For no buman power
can change the heart and make men love
one another.

« T~ raze out the written troubles of the

brain ;
+And with come sweet oblivious antidote
“ Cleanse the stuffed Losom of that per-
ilous stuff

* Which weighs upon the heart.”

There is but one remedy. “ Thereia
the patient must miuister to himself™
either by obeying the injunction of Paul,
“ Let all bitterness and wrath and anger
and clamonr and evil speaking be put
away from you with all malice,” or a8
such counsels are too often interpreted
in modern times, by staying away from
church altogether ; or by going over toa
rival denomination and hencciorth en-
tertaining = poor opinion of the present
condition and future prospects of those
who are left behind.

The Rev. P. Galbraith has we under-
stand gone on a visit to Ontario.

Rev. D. McKay of Gairloch left for
Scotland a few days ago and thus Gairloch
is again vacant.

St. Andrews congregation New Glas-

w is said to be negociating with the

ev. Mr. Carruthers with a view to his
settlement as their minister

The amount paid towards supplement-
ing stipends in this Presbytery last year
was according to the Colenisl Com-
mittee report £270, and not £373 as er-
roneously stated in ‘our last.
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Thr Rev. Mr. McCunn has been lec-
turing in River John on Cyprus.

Mr. McKENZIE is expected to return
from Princeton in May.

Tue people of Cape John are talking
of holding a tea-meeting to repair and
enlarge the Church at that place.

{ie congregation of Rattray, Scotland
has clected the Rev. A. W. Herdman of
Fictouto be their minister. It is un-
derstood that Mr. Ierdman will acepet
the appointment.

LAsT month several young men of
Rogers Hill congregation sawed and
split up more than a year’s firewood, for
the use of the manse. Others brought a
supply of fencing for the glebe. These
and other similar favours are gratetully
acknowledged.

MogxE than a year ago the congrega-
tion of Saltsprings increased their Church
by building a large addition thereto.
They bave now sold the new pews, and
the amount thus obtained will pay all
expenses and leave a balance of two
bundred dollars or upwards. We have
pot learned the exact amount. It 1s
understood that further impiovements
are to be made on the church.

Tni: month of April has been cold and
ehilly. Much sickness has in conse-
quence prevailed. Many clderly people
bave died and children likewise. It 1s
a remarkable fact that the spring time
when nature is reviving should be so de-
structive of human life. It is the time
of the year when physicians and ministers
are most nearly worked to death. July

to October are the months whenthere is
Ieast siekness in this country and also
the months in which sick tolk are the
most reasonable and patient.
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Gorvespondence,
To 7Rev.7.l "IvV. Fraser, M. :i.“
REVD. AND DEAR Sig:
Would you kindly give publicalim:a

3

cutting enclosed taken from Mont
Witngss whick is in reply to corres
dent asking if the use of instrumen
worship was excluded in the e
Christian Church.

I noticed wor-hipper's communica
for the first time on Sabbath March 2

The tract he refers toand as a Mins
informed me lately is unanswera
whizh opinion I shall hold and shall &
mantain until he convinces me to1
con.rary.

Christian fiiend-, do not harbour
idea for & moment that it is Hobs
choice with our tathers who have cly
to their Zion during the dark day:
Disruption until this present hour,
where ripe scholars give to the wo
the result of their profound minds
with thankfulness endeavour to prum
gate the same.

We dare to say we have the god
the church of our fathers at heart. Ti
the supreme disposer of all event:
solved thut prcblemn. We weree
proud of her in our early youth and
hood, and now in our declining ¥
we regard her with mingled feeling
loyalty and veneration, Within her
portals we have heard expounded
us from the mouths of God's Ser
these golden promises that will eventa
ly bridge across for us that dark sb
that separates us from the Eternal
finite.

And sure we are in saying that
simple worship of the grand old hist
church of our kindred hasmore ch
for us than tongue can tell. )

We are perfectly satisfied in pra
the Ever Near with the human voier
vineasit issued from our Great Day
pure lips in conjunction with his dise




postles, and the e. rly primitive Church
r hundreds of year: 1fterwards guiltless
alloy, until it pleased our relentless
d implacable foc to order otherwise. I
il conclude kind sir—and receive
v warmest thanks for your valuable
sce. From another worshipper as
my fathers were.

Pictou, March 23, ’79.

The following is the article referred

Sik,—In answer to * Enquirer’s” ques-
o3 in your weekly of the 26th inst., I
ih to tell him that instrumental music
1 condemned by the Reformers at their
s meeting, and excluded from public
wrship by them as far as their influence
inded, being classed with image wor-
p. as a departure from Scripture
ndation. 2. The Church of England
ss the first of the Reformed churches
t resumed it—resumed, I say advis-
Iy for it was first introduced into pub-
worship by P’ope Vitalian, A. D.
t and was common in Romish churches
forc the Reformation. 4. God claims
ritual worship. Other worship is mere
wkery. To render spiritual worship
tha carnal instrument isimpossible.
e, Worshipping Ged with artistic ma-
pery was never productive of good—it
ut a rag of popery “Enquirer” will find
ich valuable and satisfactory irforma-
non this subject in ** Heart and Voice,”
Professor Glasgow. D. D.  Sold by
hnson & Co.. Edinburgh.

March 1st, 1879, J. W,

Sir—Ohserving a question asked in
¢ columns of your truly valuable
umal. as to the benefits of organs in
five worship, allow me to ask the
erist if that question js not answered
lst Corinthians, 13th chapter, 1st
e. St. Paul, itis universaily ad-
ited, has in that verse affirmed that
profession of Christianity is worthless
rt from love. Does he not than, as
incidentally, settle the question of

2
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the value of instrumental music in re-
ligious worship. If he has not, what
did he mean? Will any one of your
readers answer that question ?

ENQUIRER.
Ontario, March, 1879.

THE WAYS OF GIVING.
BY REV. E. EDWARDS, D. 1.

In an old letter, written by an inspir-
ed apostle, the writer essays to stimulate
the church-members at Corinth to in-
creased liberality in giving, by an ;-
neal to the example of other chiurch-s
!ie alludes especially to “ the churches
of Macedona.” Again referrring to
them he makes a special mentoin of &

grace by which they were pre-eminently
distinguished, which seems to have been
lacking, or at least not abounding in ths
church at Cornith, And what suppose
you. friendly reader, was that grace?
TWas it the grace of patien 2? Now
Was it the grace of gentleness. meekness,
resienation 2 No. was it the grace of
7cal for the honor of God and the pro-
motion of his glory? No. ex:

for he says his previous letter had
wrought that in them. What then?
Will you believe it when we tell youn
it was the grace of Christian liberality ?
The grace of giving money and neana
for the relief of tne poor, and the sup-
port of the church, and for the advance-
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom in the
World. How many are graceless in
other respects because they are wanting
in this particular grace! Giving to
proper objects i3 as much a means of
grace, and a part of our religion, a8 is
praying, going to church, taking the
sacrament, and Reading the Scriptures.
Taking up the collection is & part and
parcel of our religious worship on the
Christian Sabbath; and it is proper for
the pastor to introduce it by saying,
“ We will continue the worship of Ged
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R\mgu tbe ion.”
5’ br?l of under the new

esumenqdnspmmtlou, settles the prin-
ciple, and fixes the measure of Christian
sberality. It is accarding to ability; or,
a8 God prospers & man. Not a tenth,
or one twentieth; but the law reads as
follows “ Upen the first day of the week,
Jet every one of you lay by ia store, as
God bath prospered him.” This is the
Nw of Christian hbemhty, and there
awe saveral pointsin it worthy of our
serions comsideration. 'What are the
requirencegts of this law ? Firstly, it
indicates the method: ¢ Lay by,” little
by little. Have God’s treasury-box in
the house. Secondly, it prescribes the
G@me; “The first day of the week.”
Some persons grow so pious that they
think it i3 wrong to attend to money-
matters on Sunday. This is becanse
proxessed Christions do not look upon
giving in the light ofa grace, and a
religious duty. Thirdly, the law states
distinctly the measure; “ As God hath
prospered him.” As God gives us so,
#nd in like measure, \. e are required ‘to
give to him. Fourthly, the law in the
promises defines the extent of its appli-
cation, ¢ Let every one of you lay by
him in store.” Every one. Not a few.
Rich and poor; young and old; men and
women. No on> exempt. Thisis God’s
Iaw of Christian liberality.

It is equally true that but too few of
the comparatively poor give according
to the law of liberality. Yet this class
more nearly meets the requirements of
the law than the rich. The great por-
tion of what goes into God’s treasury
cbmes from those of moderate and com-
paratively  slender means, Oae  rich
man ia a buadrad gives in proportion to
bis ability. A mu-h larger proportion
of thoze in mnderat + circumstances give
acecording 1y their ability.

It s in the easy compass of the ability
of the church to . nport the winistry,
the Bible e, mis- stonary c'11up11~¢,
Sunday-scho)l \wrk, anl all other agen-
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dies for spreadj knowledge of Chri
to the ends of the world. ~ Wiy Jis
not done? The Chareh is lackmg'
the grace of Christian liberality.
American Messenger.

NOTES OF THE MONTH.
The Rev. Dr. Pollock of Glasgo
Scotland, father of Professor Polloc
died at the age of 84 years. De
was a scholur of large and varied culty
and occupied a distingnished as well
useful position in his day

On public works in California 490,
Chinamen are eraployed ; of these tho
ands it is said not half a dozen have
discharged for drunkenness or any oth
cause. Such a record is decidedly credi
able.to the ¢ Heathen Chinee. W Conl
the same number of Christisn employ
in America make as good a record
Doubtlegs they could but somehow the
don't.

The Chinamen does not tipple it seei
and quietly minds his owa busines
Public cpinion with regard to stroy
drink in this Province 1bself has unde
?mo a great change within a few yea

tis now prop)satf to put what is call
the Scott Act in force in this country,
This Act prohibits the sale of drink ift
people say so. It is not our province
discuss the maiter here. Of this we a
certain however, that every one wi
wishes his countr” to prosper must
gratitied to mark “he increasing sobrie
of the country generally. It is now ¢
sidered a djsrrace o be in the habit
tippling. Farents are more carefu! i
setting 2 good examjle betare theuw chil

ren. It is becoming « rarer sight ever
year to see men .wtma the part ot
tipsy ruffian on the way Lo T
market.  The mouey squandered
strong drink would be vu_y usefad o
these hard times to tide people over the
difficultiez.  Innocont women and cff
dren have still need of protection fr
the curse of drunkness in hushands an
fathers.

Business in the United Staes is i
proving.  During the last four or G
years people have practised awmore sin
eeonomy.  Ttis said “thit when An-
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jed thikes to webrini her 61d shobs, (8he
tan soon lay the whole world under con-
tribution.” It would afiedh_that the fay.
ing is in the way of being fulfilled.

¢ Inoorporation ot the Counties is
the gréat political event of the season in-
this Province.

‘The Emperor of Russia was shot at in
St. Petersburg hy a supposed N ihilict,
but escaped unhurt. 'fhe business ot
being a monarch is getting to be necarly
a5 dangerpusg, as that of a soldier 1n the
Zulu campaign, or of a citizen ot Mon.
treal on the twelfth ot July.

The English papers ar:. discyssing the
Euphrates valley railway. Were this
rad opened up the journey to Tndia
would be shortened by one thied, and
could be made in 12 or 13 days. Inthe
ese of mutiny in India this would be
vorth millions of money to Britain.
The length ot the proposed road from
te Mediterranean to the Persian Guif is
934 miles. It would pass through the
oldest historical regions of the esrth.
Gen, Chesney in his report speaks as
follows: **The soil, the climate, the
natural productions of'this ancient cradle
of mankind are such as to yield to the
wltivator a return that can rarely be
obiained elsewhere. All that is requis-
ite is the protection of an orderly gov-
enment. The slight amount ot labour
seeded to derive irrigation from the
rver is all that would be further re-
quired. The wheat and barley accord-
ing to General Chesney are particularly
fine, nor is it very uncomwon to have
three successive crops of grain in some
places. The gardens yield grapes in
sbundance, also oranges, aches, nec-
tarines, figs, apples, pomi®ranates and
oher  fruits. Honey manna, and
gall nuts are jound on the slopes of the
hills. Timber of all kinds clothes them.
On the less elevated soil grow cotten;
bemp, and tobacco; and raw silk may
be produced 1 abundance.  Sheep cat-
e wnd fine horses abound, 500 high-
priced horsea heing annually exported
o India trom the Persian Gulf. Wher-
ever the soil of Mesopotamia is supplied
with water it'is richh and fertile m the
extreme.  Under the Persian, Babyloniz,
which was scparated from the rest of
Mes potamia extended westward of the
Medizin wall as far as the latitwle of
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Babshvh dod Asah. This roion 7 wiil
adapted for the growth of cotton, indigo,
sugsr and miany, odlier productions of a
warm climate, especially dates which in
the opinion of most jadgde © thodd
ot Taliflat, und aredecidedly fiwer thad
any produced along the Nile. The bus-
tard. the stork, the flamipgo, the aigrette,
thie parrot hauat the surface of the river.
The Twidus Selucus feeds on the looust.

The Rev. G. R.od,dicfao{f Durham, and
about eighty settlers started last month
for Manitoba and the North-west. Among
the number were four young men from
Toney River and neighbourhood.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

SUPPLEMENTING FUND OF CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND, COLLECTED AT FOUR AND
81X MILE BROOKS, IN CONNECTION WITH
BALTSPRINGS CONGREGATIONS.

Roderick McKay, $
Murdock McKenzie,
(reorge Sutherland,
Hagli McLeod,
G.:Gordon Matheson,
William Guun,

William McBeath,
Kenneth Gunn,

Gordon Ritchie,

David Ritchie,

Willinm Sutberland Tan.
William Sutherland Ban,

kaabns228223-

William R. McKenzie, 7
Joha A. Grant, 50
William Sutherland Sawyer, .50
Alex. McKenzie, .50
Kenneth ITnnes. 40
John Innes. 25
$18.15
RECORD FOR 1§79[
D. McDougall, C. B. 2.50
A. Fraser, Toney River. 2.00
D). MeMillan, S. il 1.50
John Sutherland § mile house, 3.75
A. MceKay, Plainfield, 25
FOR PRESEYTERY FUND.

Colleetivn in St. Paul’s, E. R. $4.46

SUPPLEMENTING l«‘};sn—Sr. ANDREW'S
Curren, Niew  (GLASGOW.—Archibald
Mcelnness, Fraser's Mountain 81.00.



ot. Lawrence Drug-Store: |
St. Lawrence Hotel Building--Front Street, Pictow

K. J. McKENZIE,

DRUGGIST : APOTHECARY,

KEEPS8 ALWAYS OX HAND A FULL BTOCK OF

Pure British and Foreign Dr‘vgs Chemicals, and Dyestuffs, English, American and Canadiax
Patent Medicines, London White Lead, and Colored Paiots, Linseed Oil, Turpentive,
House and Cnmago”Vnrnmhes, Brushes, Sponges, Soaps, Perfnmery

TIMOTHY AND CLOVER SEEDS,

GARDEN, FIELD AND FLOWER SEEDS,
PHYSIC'ANS’ PRESCRIPTIONS carefully compounded with accuracy and

despatci .
——ALL KINDS HORSE AND CATTLE MEDICINES.—

JAMES McLEAN,

BOOK SELLER, BTG

HAS ALWAYS ON HAND

WALL PAPERS, WINDOW SHADES, BORDERING, ETC., ETG.,I

7= STATIONERY OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. &

SCHOOL BOOKS AND ALL xu UISITE SCHOOL: MATE Rl\u BIBLES, TEbTA\HEhTo.
MN AND PRAYER BOOKS

Books, ete., IMPORTED TO ORDER. Wecekly Parcels from United (ﬂ
% States. Regular;Purcels from Britain.

Opposite the Market, Water Strect, Pictou, N. S,
ESTABLISHED 1828,

J. D. B. FRASER & SON,

, \Bnizw& Refml gwggts&

= PICTOU, N()VA SCOTIA. =D

DEALERS IN BRITISH AND FOREIGN DRUGS, CHEMICALS, PATENT MEL
CINES, PERFUMERY, SOAPS, SPICES, OILS, DYE-STUFFS, ETC

WARDEN, FIELD & FLOWER SEED.




