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MY LITTLE STEP-SON.
BY MRS, WELDY.

1 have a little step-son, the loveliest thing alive,

A noble, sturdy boy is he, and yet he’s only five;

His smooth cheek hath a blooming glow, his eye is bluck us jet,
And his lips are like two rose-buds, all tremulons and wet;

His days pass off in sunshine, in laughter and in song,

As careless as a summer rill that sings itself alang,

For likea pretty fairy tale that’s all too quickly told,

Is the young life of a little one that’s only five years old.

He's dreaming on his happy couch before the day grows durk,
He’s up with morning’s resy ray a-singing with the lark ;
Where'er the flowers are freshest, where’er the grass is green,
With light locks waving on the wind his fairy form is seen,
Amid the whistling March winds, amid the April showers; t
He warbles with the singing birds, and blossoms with the flowers. |
He cares not for the swnmer heat, he cares not for the cold— ]
My sturdy little step-son, that’s only five years old.

How touching tis to see him clasp his dimpled hands in prayer,
And 1aise his little rosy face with reverential air !

How simpl» is his cloguence ! how soft his accents fall

‘When pleading with the King of kings to love and bless us all 3
And when from pray. r he bounds away in innocence and joy,
The blessing of a smiling God gees with the cheerful hoy 3

A little lambkin of the flock within the Saviour’s fold,

*1s lié my lovely step-son, that’s only five years ohl.”

—————

MELTING THE HEART.
BY MAas. WELBY,

1 wandered ou. one summer night,
*Twas when my years were fetw,

The wind was singing in the light,
And [ was singing tao,

The sunshine lay upon the hill,
The shadow in the vale,

And here and there a leaping rill
Was laughing on the gale.

QOne fleecy cloud upon the air
Was all that met my eyes,
It floated like an angel there
Between me and the skies;
I clapped my hands and warbled wild,
As here and there 1 flew,
For I was but a careless child,
And did as children do.

‘The twilight hours like birds flew by,
As lightly and as free;

Ten thousand stars were in the sk 7,
Ten thousand on the sea;

For every wave with dimpled face
That feaped upon the air,

Had caught a star in its embrace,
And held it trembling there.

® . » . ) »

1 heard the laughing wind behind
A-playing with my hair;

The breezy fingers of the wind,
How cool and moist they were.

- But wherefore weave such strains as these,

And sing them day by day,

When every bird upon the breeze
Can sing a sweeter lay !

I'd give the world for their sweet art,
The simple, the divine—

I’d give the world to melt one heart
As they have melted mine.

CHAPTERS FOR CHILDREN, No. Il

PROOFS THAT TKE_ EARTH I8 A GYOBE.
(From the Youths® Cubinet.)

Most boys and giris that are able to read, know that the earth
is round like an orange; though some, perhaps, do not know
?xacdy how people go 1o work to prove that this is the earth’s
igure,

For a long period, during the infancy of science, the world in
which we dwell was considered as the largest body in the uni-
verse. 1t was supposed to be an immense plane, diveniified
with a few inequalities, and stretching in every direction to an
unlimited extent. [t is now, however, proved to a demonstration,
that all the continents, islands, and oceans on its surface form a
body, which is nearly the figure of a globe, This position may
bo proved and illustrated by the following considerations:

1. When we view a ship taking its departure from the coast
in any direction, as it retires from our view, we may perceive
the masts and rigging of the vessel, though the hull is out of sight,
and, as it were, runk into the water. QOn the other hand, when
a ship is approaching the shore, the first part of it which is seen
is the top-mast; as it approaches nearer, the sails become visi-
ble, and last of all, the hull comes gradually into view. The
reason of such appearances obviously is, that the round or convex
surface of the water interposes between our eye and the body of
the ship, when it has reached a gertain distance, while the sails
and top-mast, from their great elevation, may be still in view.
The contrary of all this would take place, were the earth and
waters an extended planc ; the top.mast, being the smallest body,
would first disappear, and the hull, presenting the largest surface
to the eye, would be seen after the top-mast and part of the sails
had disappeared. The figure at the head of this article will
illustrate these positions; where it is evident that a line drawn
from 2 tower or mountain to the hull of & vessel, passes under
the convex surface of the sea, while a line drawn to the top.mast
passes above the surface ; and as light flows in straight lines, the
top-mast will be visible when the hull is hid.

2. That the carth is round from east to west appears from
actual experiment ; for many navigators, by sailing in a westerly
direction, have gone quite round it from east to west. They
have sailed in a westerly ditection, and without turning back,
havo arrived at the same port from which they set out,
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8. That it is round from north to south, appears from the
foilowing circumatances: when we travel a considerable distance
from north to south, or from south to north, a nun‘g»er of new
stara successively appear in the heavens in the quarler to which
we are advancing, and many of those in the opposite quarter gra-
dually disappear ; for example, in sailing toward th.e south, when
we approach toward the equator, the brilliant constellation called
the Cross makes its appearance, which is always invisible in this
country. This would not happen, if the carth were a plane in
that direction. Were it not for the frozen seas within the polar
vegions, which interrupt navigation in those directions, vessels
would, long ere now, have sailed around the earth from north to
south,

if, then, we admit that the earth is of a globular form, it follows
that it may be inhabited on all sides,and consequendly, that those
who live on the opposite side of the globo must have their feet
pointing toward our feet, and their heads pointing in an opposite
direction: and likewise, could we suppose a hole bored through
she centre of the earth, commencing at the point opposite to where
we now stand, it would terminate at our feet, and would mea-
sure nearly cight thousand miles.

o mr————

THE SOFT ANSWER.
BY T, 8. ARTHIUR.

«1%l pive him law to his heart’s content, the scoundrel "
said Singleton, walking backward and forward, in an angry
state of excitement.

“Don’t call harsh names, Mr. Singleton,” said lawyer True.
man, looking up from the mass of papers before him, and
smiling 1 a quiet, benevolent way, that was peculiar to him.

« Every man should be known by his true name. Williams
is a scodndrel, and so he ought to be called ! responded the
client, with increasing warmth.

«Did you ever do a reasonable thing in your life when you
were angry 1 asked Mr. Trueman, whose age aud respectability
gave him the license to speak thus freely to his_young friend,
for whom ho was endenvouring to arrange some busincss diffi-
=ty with his former partner.

«] can’t say that I ever did, Mr. Trueman ; but now, I have

reason for being angry, and the language I use, in refer-
ence to Williams, is %ut the expression of a sober aud rational
conviction,” replied Singleton, a little more calmly.

« Did you propounce him a scoundrel before you received
this reply to your last letter 1" asked Mr. Trueman.

“No, I did not; but that letter confirmed my previously
formed impressions of his character.”

«But 1 cannot find, in that letter, any evidence proving your
late partuer to be a dishonest man. He will not agree to your
proposed mode of cettlement, because he does not see it to be
the most proper way.”

« He won’t agree to it, because it is an honest and equitable
mode of settlement, that is all! He wants'to over-reach me,
and is determined to do soif he can I”’ responded Mr., Singleton,
atill excited.

“There you are decidedly wrong,” said the lawyer. ¢ You
have both allowed yourselves to become angry, and are both
unreasonable ; and if I inust speak plainly, I think you are the
most unreasonable, in the present case. Two angry men can
never settlo any business properly.  You have unnccessarily
increased the difficulties in the way of a speedy settlement, by
writing Mr. Williams an angry letter, which he has responded
to in the like unbappy temper. Now, if Iam to settle this
business for you, I must writo all letters that pass to Mr.
Williams, in future.”

«But how can you properly express my views and feelings ?”

“That I do not wish to do, if your views and feelings are to
remain as they now arc—for any thing like an adjustment of
the difficalties, under such circumstances, I should consider
hopeless,” replied Mr. Trueman.

“ Well, let me answer this letter, and afer that, I promise
that you shall have your own way.”

“ No, I shall consent to no such thing. It isthe replyto
that Jetter which is to modify the negotiation for a settlement,
in such a way as to hring success or failure; and I have no
idea of allowing you, in the present state of your mind, to write

such anone as will most assuredly defeat an amicable adjuet-
ment.” .

_T
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Singleton paused for somo timo bofore making a reply. He
had been forming in his mind 2 most cutting and bitter . e-
joinder to the letter just alluded to, and he was very desirous
that Mr. Williams should have the benefit of knowing that he
thought him a *tricky aud deliberute «coundrel,” with other
opinions of a similar charocter. Ho found it, therefore, im.
possible to make up his mind to let the unimpassioned Mr,
‘Truemnn write this most important epistie.

«Indoed, I must write this letter, Mr. Trueman,” he said,
«“Thero aro some things that I want to say to him, which I
know you won't write,  You don’t seem to consider the position
in which he has placed me by that letter, nor *vhat is obligatory
upon me, asa man of honour. I neverellow apy man to reflect
upon me, directly or indirectly, without & prompt response.’”

% Thero is, in the Bible,” said Mr, ‘Trueman, “a passage
that is peculiarly applicable in the present case. It is this—
“ A soft enswor turncth away wrath, but grievous words stir up
anger.’ I havo found this precept, ina life that has numbered
more than double your years, to be ona that may be safely and
honourably adopted, in all cases. You blame Mr. Williams
for writing you an angry letter, and are indignant at certain
cxpressions contained theroin.  Now, is it any more right for
you to write an angry letter, with cutling epithets, than it is
for him?

«But Mr, Trueman—" . :

#J do assuro you, my young friend,” said the lawyer, in.
terrupting him, “that I am acting in this case for your benefit,
and not for my own ; and, as your legal adviser, you must sub.
mit to my judgment, or I canvot consent to go on.”

«If X will promise aot to use any harsh language, will you
not consent to let me write the letter 1 urged the client.

“You and I, in the present state of your mind, could not
possibly como at the same conclusion in reference to what is
harsh and what is mild,” said Mr. Trueman ;—* therefore 1
cannot consent that you shall write one word of proposed veply
—1 must writo it.”’

« Well, I suppose, then, I shall have to submit. When will
it be ready 1 .

“Come this afternoon,and I will give you the drafly which

you can copy and sign.” ) ’
In the afternoon, Mr. Singleton came, and received the letter

prepared by Mr. Trueman. It ran thue, after the date and

forraal address— .

¢ I regret that my {;toposiﬁon did not meet your approbation. The
mode of settlement which Isuggested was the result of a careful con-
sideration of cur mutual interests. Be kind enough tosuggest to Mr.
Trueman, my. lawyer,any plan which you think will lead to an early
and amicable adjustment ot our business. You may rely upoa my
consent to it, if it meets his approbation.”’

¢Is it possible, Mr. Trueman, that you expect 7e to siga
such a cringing letter as that?” said Mr. Singleton, throwing
it down, and walking backward and forward with great irritation
of manuer. )

# Well, what is your objection to it1” replicd Mr. Trueman,
mildly,” for he was prepared for just such an exhibition of feel.
ings.

% Objection! How can you ask such a question? Am¥to
fo on my knees to him, and bog him to do me justice? No!
d*u ls;criﬁce every cent I've got in the world, first—the scoun-

rel?” .

“You wish to have your business settled,do you not1” asked
Mr, Trueman, Iookiniohim steadily in the face,

“ Of course 1 do—Aonourably settled ¥ |

“ Wall, let me hear what you mean by an honourable settle.
ment.”’

« Why, I mean—"

The young man hesitated a moment, and Mr. Trueman said,

“You mean a settlement in which your interest shall be
cqually considered with that of Mr. Williams 1"

“Yes, certainly ; and that—"

« And that,” continued Mr. Trueman, Mr. Williams in the
sottlement shall consider and treat you as a gentleman 1?

4 Certainly I do; but that is more than he has done.”

%'Well, never mind.  Let what is past go-for as much s it
is worth. The principal point of action is in the present.”

“But Pll never send that moan, cringing letter, though.”

“You mistake its whole tenor, 1 do assure you, Mr. Singlaton,
You have allowed your angry feelings to blind you. Yow,
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ceriainly, carefully considered before you adopted it, tho proposed
basis oi! a settlement, did you not ?”

“ Of course I did.”

8o the letter which I have prepared for you states. Now,
as an honest and honorable man you are, I am sure, willing to
grant to him the samo privilege which you asked for yourself,
viz: that of proposing a plan of settlement.  Your proposition
does not seem to please him; now it is but fair tha ne should
bo invited to state how he wishes the settlement to be made—
and n giving such an invitation, a gentleman shoulduse gentle.
manly language.”

“But ho don’t deservo to be treated like a gentloman.  In
fact, he has no claim to the title,” said the young man.

179

THE REVELATIONS OF ASTRONOMY.
(Continued from North British Review.)

When the advocates of the undulatory theory were embar-
rassed with difficultios, they entercd into an alliance, offonsive
and defensive, with astronomical theorists, ‘The eoxistence of
a raro elastic medium, diffused through universal space, which
that theory required, was regarded ns tho resisting medium
which retarded the motion and shortened the periods of comets ;
and the changes ju the period of Encke’s comet wero pro-
nounced to be the undoubted result of this obstructing force,
although the very opposite effect was produced on l%a]lcy'l

. comet, the period of which regularly increased at overy succeed.

“If he has none, as you say, you profess to be » gentleman, ! ing return.  The theorist, 110’“‘0"0!'» is never perplexed, and his
and all gentlemen should prove by their actions und words that | Fesources never fail.  Encko’s comot and Halley’s move in op.

they are gentle.men.”

“J can’t say that I am convinced by what you suy, but, as
you seem 30 bent on having it your own way, why, here, let
me copy the thing and sign it, said the young man, suddenly
changing his manner.”

% There now,” he added, passing across the table the hrief
Jetter he had copied, * I suppose Le'll think me a low spirited
fellow, after ho gets that ; but he’s mistaken. Afterit’s all over,
Pll take good caro totell him that it didn’t contain my senti-
ments.”

Mr. Truemean smiled, as he took the lc.ter, and went on to
fold and direct it.

% Come to-morrow afternoon, and I think we’ll have things
in a pretty fair way,” ho said, looking up with his usual pleasant
smile, as he finished the direction of the letter,

“ Good afternoon, Mr. Singleton,” he said, as that gentleman
entered his office en the succecding day.

“Good afternoon,” responded the young man. * Well, have
you bt,s‘ard from that milk and water letter of yours—I can’t call it
mine.

“ Yes, here is the answer, Take a seat, and I will road
it to you,” said the old gentleman.

« Well, let’s hear it.”

¢ Drar GroruE.~I have your kind and gentlemanly note of yester-
day, in reply to m{(' harsh, unreasonablé and ungent/zmanly one of
the day before. We have both been playing the fool; but you are
ahead of me in becoming sane. I have examined, since I got your
note, more carefully the tenor of your disposition for 2 settlement,
apd it meets my views precisely. My foolish anger kept me from
seeing it befc.e.  Let our mnutual friend, Mr. Trueman, arrange the
matter, sccording to the plan mentioned, and I shall most heartily
acquiesce. Yours, &e.

Tuomas Wirrians.?

“ He never wrote that letter in the world I’ exclaimed Sin-
gleton, starting to his feet.

“You know his writing, I presume,” said Mr. Trueman
handing him the letter.

« It’s Thomas Williams’ own hand, as I Jive I ejaculated
Singleton, on glancing at the letter. ¢ My old friend, Thomas
Williams, the best natured fellow in the world I he continued,
his feelings undergoing a sudden and entire revolution. « What
a fool I have been!”

¢ And what a fool I have been!” said Thomas Williams,
sdvancing from an adjoining room, at the same time extending
his hand towards Singleton.

- % God bless you, my dear friend!” exclaimed Singleton,
grasping his hand. % Why what has been the matter with us
bota

“ My young friends,” said old Mr. Trucman, ouc of the
kindest hearted men in the world, rising and advancing towards
them, L have known you long, znd have always estecmed you
both, This pleasant meeting and reconciliation, you perceive,

*is of my arrangement. Now let me give you = precept that will
make friends and keep friends. It has been my motto through
life, and 1 don’t know that I have an enemy in the wosld, Tt
is

“a soft answer turneth away wrath, but grevious words stir
up anger.”

PRRACHING AND LAROUR GIVEN UP FOR TRE PaveErs.—Owing tothe
rush of paupers at Bellevue, New York, it has been found necessary to erect
some 200 bunks in the Chapel of. that institution, and also to convert the
work shops into hospital rooms. Two or three aheds are now in course of
erection, for the receprion of a lnrge number whaare nqw without a shelter
qrer Lieir heads. '

|

posite directions—the one from west tc east, and the other from
east to west; and it has thoiefore been suggested that the
luminiferous ether revolves from west to cast, in virtue of
rotary motion communicated to it by the continued motion of
the planets in the same direction, thus producing a different
effect upon the two comets! When we consider the nature of
a comet, the variations in its phenomena during any portion of
its period, and tho striking differences between its colour, its
brightness, and its appatent magnitude, at its successive re-ap-
pearances, we need not wonder that a hody thus susceptible of
change, and actually changed, should not return in precisely
the same period of time. If tho other comets, like Encke’s
expand as they enter the colder recesses of space, their tails,
which are even when near the sun one million of miles in
length, muy cncounter other ohjects or come into mutual colli.
sion, and thus deprive one or other of the conflicting bodies of
a portion of its mass. Our knowledge, in short, of the nature
and design of comets, of the tunctions which they perform during
their long residence in foreign climes, is so utterly insignificant,
that to make it the foundation or the support of any theory is
unworthy of a sound philosophy. ‘Those speculators, who be-
lieve that there is a compensatory adjustment in the mutual ac-
tion of the planets, in virtue of which the solar system will, if
left to itself, have an oternal duration, will not readily admitthe
existence of a re<isting medium achich must vltimately destroy
it, and those who like Sir Isnac NewTon, Delieve that the sun
is recruited hy comets, and that the vapours of comets, when
rarified and diffused through space, may, under the influence of
their own gravity, be attracted down to the planets, and become
intermingled with their atmosphere, will not consider the sup-
positien unrcasonable that a comet does not return to our sys.
tem cither of the same tonnage or with the samo freight.*

Having thus briefly surveyed the planctary domains—those
glorious spheres of which Omuipotonce has given the liferent
to man, and to other beings—his equals, or perchance, his
superiors ; and having cast a glance at those pilgrim stars
which seem tv maintain a secret correspondence with our own,
—aur readers must now transport thomselves across aérial
steppes, which, unchecred by life or by light, stretch from the
outer planet of our system to that of which the nearest star is
the Sun. This inconceivable void, measuring more than
21,000,000,000,000,—t<enty-one million millions of miles
across in every direction upwards, dewnwards, and around us,
sepatates our system from the sidereal bheavens. ‘These
heavens, with all their host, once seemed to revolve daily round
our terrestrial ball, and ignorant and presumptuous man, be.
lioving that they did, imprisoned or burned the philosophers that
proved it to he false. I'o an eye removed from the carth, and
at the verge of our system, as ours is supposed to be, the very
idea hecomes ridiculous. ‘To that eye, the earth is not evea
visible, and the whole starry creation, and the sun itself,
dwindled into a star, stands fixed and immoveable. Hero
reigus universal silence and repose. Nothing moves but the
throbbing heart—nothing is heard save the anthem to nature’s
Lord—great and marvellous are thy works—just and true are
thy ways.

Before we enter upon a survey of the sidereal heavens, we
sbould fix in our memory the following measures of celestial
magnitude and distanccg s— )

# « I suspect,” says Sir Isanc Nowtan, * that tho spirit which makes the
finest, subtilest, and the best part of oy, air, and which is -absolutely neoes.
pary for the life and being of all thing, cpmes principally Jrom the comets."
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Diameter of the earth, - - « - - - A
Smallest Diameter of Jupiter and largest diameter of Saturn - 80,000
Diameter of Saturn’s Ring neatly - - - -« - - - - 160,
Diameter of Sun,® - 850,
Distance of the moon, from the carth, - - - 210,000
Distance of the earth from the sun, - = - - = =96,000,000
Distance from the remotest planet (the New Planet)

from the sun, -« 7,400,000,000
Greatest distance of comet of 1680, - - - - 12,000,000,000,000
Distance of the nearest fixed star, a Centauri, - 21,000,000,000,000
Distance of 61 Cygni, - - - - - - - -558,000,000,000,000

When the observer turns his attontion to the heavens, hisl

first desire is to know the number of the stars which are visible
to his naked eye, and he is surprised to find it much less than
he anticipated. Astronomers have determined that in both
hemispheres they do not much exceed three thousand, namely,
20 of the first magnitude, 70 of the second, 220 of the ¢4ird, 500
of the fourth 690 of the fifth, and 1500 of the sixth, But the
number of stars capable of being seen by the telescope, has
been reckoned ahove one Aundred million! and if we now re.
gard it as probable that all nebulw are clusters of stars, as in.
dicated by Lord Rosse having resolved by his great telescopo
the nebula of Orion, the number of stars, or surs, or systems,
may be rcgarded as beyond the power of numerical expression,
In surveying the starry heavens, astronomers naturally diroe.
ted their attention to the stars of the first magnitude. Although
the smallest of our planets, when viewed with a telescope of
considerable magnifying power, exhibit a distinct circular disc,
yet whon the samo telescope was directed to Sirius Arcturus
and others, no trace of a disc was seen, and the star appeared
as a brilliant point of light. This fact alone demonstrated that
they were placed at an enormous distance from the earth; but
us soon as it was found that, even when observed with good
instruments, the same stars did not change their place in the
heavens, when viewed from the two extremities of the earth’s
orbit, a base of 190 millions of miles, astronomers despaired of
obtaining anything like a measure of their distance. By the
use of improved instruments, however, and improved methods
of abaervation, it bas been determiud by *r. Henderson and
"7 "™Mr. Maclear, after yeurs of Incessant labour, that the parallax
of the nearest fixed star a Cenfauri, is a little more than nire.
tenths of a second, indicating a distance so enormous, that if a
sun were large enough to fill the whole of the ear.a’s annual
orbit, that sun would, when seen through a powerful telescope,
have a diamoter of only 9-10ths of a second !+ The celebrated
Prussian astronomer, Professor Bessel, whose death the whole
scientific world is at present depioring, found a parallax of one-
third of a second in the double star 61 Cygnt, 1 and M. Struve
of Pultova, a Russian astroncmer of distinguished reputation,
has discovered a parallax of a guarter of a second in a Lyre.§
After the telescope had undergone considerable improvement,
the attention of astronomers was directed to what are called
double stars, or to two stars of the same or of different magni.
tudes, that are, or appear to be, situated near one anothers A
star will appear double, or will be optically double, even when
the one is far removed from the other in space, and has no con.
nection whatever with it; but those stars only are properly
called double stars, or are physically double, in which the one
revolves round the other, and.thus forms what is calleda Binary
System. M. Argelander has endeavoured to separate the op.
tically double stars from the rest. Selecting 27 double stars,
whose distances varied from 32 seconds to 7 minutes, he found
that 13 were physically double, 9 optically so, and 5 doubtful.
Conclusions, however, of this kind cannot be received as
rigorously true, till after centuries of observation, and even then
it is still possible that an optically double star may be a system
in which the period of revosution is extremely great. Captain
Smith has given us the following list of stars optically double,
Argelander’s distances being slightly altered in accordance with
his own instruments :—

* Tho numbers here given arc sufficiently accurate, and most of them are
easily remembered.
t+ The same astronomers have found in Sirius a parallax **not greater
-+ than half a second, and probably much lcss.>—Cycle of Celestial Objecte,
vol. ii., p. 163,
t DGessel makes it 07,3136, which gives for the distance of thestar 657,7
mean distances of tho earth from the sun, ¥ 62,481,500,000,000 miles.

$ The Aatronomer Royal hag not been able to confirm this result,
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i a Lyte 1 and 11 mag. 48 sec’s distant.
8,000 | a Tauri 1 and 12« 08 «
- a Aquile 14 and 10 « 162 «
000 8 Geminorum 2 and 12« 208 “

' Orp—

SO FEW AT THE PRAYER MEETING.

It is a general sybject of complaint, that a very small pro.
portion of the members of the church are found in attendance
at the mectings for prayer. This is true, to a still greater
| extent, of the male members than of the females.  That this is
not to be attributed, in all cases, to an innbility to command
the time, is very manifest.  In a revival of religion, the same
class of persons can easily find time to come out almost every
jevening of tho week. ‘There s too much reason to belicve
that one great svurce of the difficulty is that which is suggcated
in the following article from the Puritan. We hope that the
individuals to whom the article applies will give an honest
answer to the questivns which are subjoined, and ¢ do the first
works.”

1, Are not a very large proportion of the younger male
members of our churches, habitually absent from the weekly
lecture, prayer ¢z conference meeting?!  And do not this class
beyond all others nced their quickening and purifying ir.
fluence ?

2, Do not many, and in some places, most of these junior
male members, belong to one or moro of the secret societies,
which have of late been enlisting multitudes in their ranks?
and do they not, must they not, on pain of heing fined, attend
the weekly meetings of the societies to which they respectively
belong? Do they not thus fetter themselves with obligations
and responsibilities which consume the time that of right
should be given to the weekly religious meeting ?

3, Do they not also show that they have here a * chief joy”
which they prefer above Jerusalem, by often turning out in
great numbers, and with solemn pomp, to honour the burial of
a member, or wite of a member of one of their lodges, who
made nu pretensions to religivn, while they take no pains to
attond the funeral of a deceased brother or sister of their own
church, that has adorned the gospel in life and in death ?

If theso questions are not wholly groundless—as with
respect to somo places I am sure they are not—then I hope
all concerned will ponder the subject in the fear of God. For
one, I cannot but say, it seems to me thau every Christian
must be ready to say of all associations which lead professors
of religion to love the'r neetings more than those of the church
of Christ, * O my sou,, come not thou into their secref; unto
their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united.”

APPLES OF GOLD.

And the Lord had respeet unto Abel, and to his offering ; but unto Cain,
und to his offering, he had not respect.—Gen. 1v. 4, 5.

Here are two brothers, bringing each of them an oblation to the
Lord. Cain, as a husbandman, brought of the produce ot the ground
he cultivated ; Ahel, as a shepherd, some of the firstlings of bis flock,
with the fat of them ; consequently, both belicved that there was a
God that made the world, and was to he worshipped ; and yet one was
accepted, aud the other rejected. Cain’s sacrifice was wholly eucha-
ristical, or a thank-offering to God, for the blessings of his providence.
Abel’s was not only of the eucharistic, but of the expiatory kind ; and
while it was an expression of gratitude for the blessings of Providence,
it was also typical of the atonement by Christ, and expressive of his
hope of redemption through him ; but what made the chief difference
between them was, that Cain presented his offering while his heart
was withheld, and without faith in Christ; so was of the wicked one.
Abel brouiht both his person and sacrifice, an offering to the Lord : he
presented his oblation, and performed the other parts of worship, with -
faith in God, and the promised Saviour, and with sincerity, humility,
and love, Thus God had respect to him and bis offering ; accepted
first bis person_as justified, then his offering ; hut neither the person
nor offering of Cain found acceptance with God. Reader, mark the
difference ; by this, Abel speaks to thee : art thon in a state of accep-
tance with God by faith in Jesus? Isthy whole dependence for pardon
and life on Christ crucified ? Dost thou obey from a principle of love?
Then thou shalt be blessed with righteous Abel here and for ever !

Thank.offerings paid to God
Still nead th? atoning blood ;
Faith wakes them with acceptance go,

As Cain and Abe} here do show.
~Bogalzky's Treasury. '
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SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATION.

Jewish Phylacteries.

» They make broad their phylerteries, and enlargo th: borders of thewr gar.
nients.’— Matthew xxm. 5.

Our young friends, who have read the twenty-thind chapter of
Matthew, will remember that Christ speaks o the phylacteries of
the Jewish rulers. He warns the people whom he addresses,
against the example of the Scrilies and Phansces, and remarks,
that they “say and do not,” and that they do a great many
things ¢ to be seen of men,” rather than for the service of God.
He says, “they ake broad their phylactenies,” in order to
appear religious.  Perhaps vur friends would like to learn a Intle
more about these phylacterivs, A phylactery was a prece of
parchmem, or shred of linen, with portions of scripture wniten
upon it, and fastened npon the forchead or arm.  The above isa
picture of those worn on the arm. We have had it engraved on
purpose to show how they weie worn. This phylactery was
worn by the common people only at the hour of prayer, but the
Pharisees wore it constantly, and made it in the time of our
Saviour extravagantly broad and conspicuous.  The Jews thought
they had a direct command from God to wear these badges. But
they prchably misunderstood the direction that was given to them.

The pas.age of scripture which they quote to support this
practice, is in the thirteenth chapter of Exodus.  You may turn
to it and read it, if you please. [n the ninth verse, it reads, « It
shall be a sign unto thee upon thine hand, and for a memonial
between thine eyes.” The Israclites understood this command
literally 5 but we think all that was meant by the words, was that
the people of God should continually remember his Jaw and
observe it—that they should think of all his past goodness, and
that it should no more be lost sight of, than an object can be
when it is hanging upon the arm, or buund around the forehead.
— Youths® Cabinet.

———r—

A FEMALE HEROINE.

Ahout five years since, Miss Fidelia Coburn, left the fire-side
of & wealthy and doting father, an uffectionate mother, beloved
brothers and sisters, with all the luxuries and pleasures of a
New England home, found her way alone to the back waods of
Canada, and cast in her lot with the degraded sons and daugh-
ters of Ham. The first year and a half she remained in the
family of Mr. H. Wilson, at Dawn Mills. Since that time, her
labours have been at this place. She came here with thirty
dollars in cash, but shortly afler her arrival was defrauded of a
large share of it, thus being entirely destitute of means, and
dependent on Elijah’s God for her daily food. Under such cir-
cumstances she comraenced, and with the aid of two or threo
friends succeeded in putting up a log cabin about eight hy four.
teen feet, where she opened her school, and after having taught
through the day, sewed most of the night for the coloured people,
from whom she reccived a moiety of food in return, In this
way she lived; and for some length of time, less than a peck
of corn meal was her weekly fare. Opposed by such difticul-
ties, and without receiving aid frum the public, for two years
Miss Coburn laboured to instruci the parents in morals and
religion,and the children in the most cemmon English branchos.
Her room served as a place of religious worsLip, and for Sab.
bath schools and Bible classes. About a year since, Mis Co.
burn’s father died, and left her about two thousand dollar , to
be paid in several instalments. A portion of this has been re-
ceived and expended this summer for fitting up o house, and
building a new school house, which serves also as a place of
worship. This house was dedicated on the 14th instant.

Miss Coburn has now under her care twelve children, whom
she has taken with the intention of educating, and exprats to
increase this number as fast as means are placed in her hands.
She has some ten acres sf cleared land—two cows—a few

furmingimplements, &c., which are considerable helps toward
sustaining tho Mission.—Letter from Canade in the Union
Missionary.

A

CANADA, AND ITS LITERARY PROSPECTS.

“Knowledge is power,” is a trite axiom, but which, whether we
search ancient and modern history, or reflect on the evenls of our own
lives and ex). :riience, meets with abundant and convincing proof.

Man, when first dismissed from paradise, and under the primeval
curse cnlailed upon his disobedience, wrested from the stubbomn and
unfruitful soil a hard camed subsistence.  Art assisted him in procuring
what nature tardily poured forth, and the ground, teeming with plenty,
was compelled to unfold its hudden stores.  Mankind increased. The
carth was filled with different races, nations, tongues, and people,
whose habils, wants, tastes, and mauners became dissimilat. The
products of various climes and regions differed, and an exchange of
superfluities was rendered necessary.  Agticuliure wrestled with the
carth, accursed hy man’s transgression : art and industry lent their aid:
commeree interchanged the commodities of various climes ; and litera~
tare and <cience, assisting art, crowned man’s industry with the
blessings of wealth, civilisation, and refinement.  Such is the history
of civilised man. Its truth is confitmed by the records of ancient
empires in Holy Wirit; it is further illustrated by the annals of Greece
and Rome, the fance of which 1s handed down by bards and historiaus,
but whose gloiy remains alone in mouldering ruins and in classic page,

England affords a striking enample of the influence of literature
upon the destinies of a country. Belore the time of Alfred, who
inttoduced learning and science, she was successively conquered by
the Romans, harassed by the Picts and Scots, subjugated by the
Saxons, and infested and plundered by the rapacious Danes. But
when, under his auspices, the first impulse to knowledge was given,
the dark rlouds of ignorance began to disperse ; weakness and conse-
quent dependence was changed for strength and independence; the
light of intelligence burst through the gloom, and that country which
had been for centaries tiibutary to, and governed by foreign powers,
assumed he: proper rank in the scale of nations.

Under successive monarchs her resources were fully developed, and '

her strength became known.  Like Samson, she shook herself from
the bands with which ignorance and superstition had bound her,
crushed their hundred hydra-heads, and that kingdom which had been
oppressed by invasions from abroad, and distracted by dissensions at
homne, became feared, respected, and admired by all nations in every
quarter of the globe.

¢ The sun never sets upon her vast possessions ;> the ocean bounds
her wide domain, laves her distant shotes, and bears the flag of Albion
in triumph on its waves. The voice cf her gospel messengers is
heard in every clime; her legislative influence is felt by every
people ; het commerce is wafted by the winds of heaven to every
habitable region of the globe; and her sons of science have almost
carried their rescarches to the impenetrable regions of the ice-girt
poles.

In that favoured land, religion is advancing 3 legislation improving
commerce and manufactures increasing ; and agriculture unfolding its
ample stores.  Whence all this prosperity, wealth, and happiness ?
Doubtless from the Deity himself; but, as a secondary cause, from
the increase of knowledge consequent upon the diffusion of hterature.
The sword has been a mighty conquergr during past ages, but now
has arisen a weapon mightier far.

¢ The pen of literature is mighticr than the sword.?>  Without it,
the wealth of England would have been Javished in vain in the con-
test which she waged with Napoleon. In vain would she have
attempted to cast down his ambition, which, hke the image set up by
the Babylonizn tyrant, all nations, tongues, end people, were required
to worship.

Englana has hitherto been in a progressive state, and is still advan-
cing onwards. What will be the climax to mark the tetmination of
her greatness, and the commencement of a perhaps sudden and fearful
decay, is alone written in the decrees of Omniscience.

Canada, in its various relations of immigration, population, agricut-.

ture, commerce, literature, science, and political power, seems
destined to follow the general rule of nations, as traced out ty the
Almighty Disposer of empires, Her agricultural products are increass

5
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ing ; her mincral stores ato being brought to light; her commeice is
daily extending ; her literature is steadily, though slowly, improving:
and pethaps, at no very distant periody may be rendered celebrated by
the gerius of bards and writers, to whom Canadian soil may give birth.

At the present time, but few works by mative authors have been
published in the province. A writer, who visited Canada six ot
scven years ago, states: ¢ The books chiefly met with in the beok
stores are American reprints of English works, which, though
imported at a duty of thuty per centy, when passed through the
custom-house here, can be sold at about half the price of thie English
editions ; and when smuzgled acioss, and the duty of thirty per cent.
evaded, they can of course be sold at so much less.  “The consequence
isy that few English editions are sold of any woik of which the
Aimncricans make a reprint; as these, having notlung to pay the
authors for copyright, can fumish them so nuch cheaper than an
English publisher could do. A very few boohs are published origi-
nally in Canada, such as school books, local histories, and works for
which the demand is likely to be large in the province ; and these are
quite as well executed as they would be in any part of the United
States.”

Though the foregaing be truc of the time alluded to, yet, during the
last four or live years, a marked wmprovement has taken place.
Standard English works have been reduced in price, and are rendered
mose accessible to the reading public : the thirst for knowledze has
increased,and an improved taste for literature is now manifested ; which
may be attributable partly to the establishment of superior educational
institutions, and partly to the various socicties for promoting and
disseminating knowledge.

Newspapers are the chief, and nearly the sole arena for the employ-
ment of the wits and pens of the literati of this country ; and aithough
not conducted with that masterly spirit and dignified character which
stamps with the impress of genius and greatness the leading journals
in the mother country, they are not deiicient in learning anu talent,
and are perhaps as well adapted to the wants and tastes of the Cana-
dian community as could be reasonably expected. It must, however,
be admitted, that many trashy journals emanate fiom the press, which
either meet a speedy and deserved fate, or drag on a lingering east-
ence.

The editing of a newspaper has too often been thought a simple
task, and an easy method of procuring a livelihood ; and hence many
have assumed the honours and responsibilities of editorship, without
being qualified for the task cither by education or experience, and
consequentily have only added to the number ot ephemeral and worth-
less prints which occasionally spring into a short-hived existence.

The first paper issued in this province—the Quebec Gezetle—swas
printed in that city in 1765, six years after its conquest by the British.
The Guazelte—the oldest paper existing in Montreal—was not
published till some years after.  And nearly ninely peiiodicals are
now circulated in the province, a number greater, in proporticn to the
population, than that of the United States.

The first American paper was pubbshed at Philadelphia in 1719
The nuinber of journals is about 500, ot whi: h 50 are published daily,
and their annual circulation about 60,000,000. Compared with
England, the circulation of newspapers in the United States has a
numerical preponderance of nearly 6 to 5} ; the number of slamps
issued for the year in Britain, according to 2 late return, being only
56,443,977. 1t must, however, be remaiked, that the return was
refused by the British patliament.

Estimating, however, the population of the United States at
18,000,000, and that of the United Kingdom at 30,080,000, one cannot
fail to be struck with the comparison.

It would be a matter of some difficulty to accertain correctly the
number of papers actually sold in Canada: judying, however, from
the countries alluded to, and the modern date of many towns in the
province, it may be safely Limited to two millns, which would
would give a weekly circulation of neatly 1000 to cach.

The great desideratam yet to be supplied, is a journai of sufficient
influence, and conducted with such ability, as fo give a healthy and

- elevated tone to the press generally ; 1o control and direct public
opinion into its proper channel 5 to overlook and carefully watch the
proceedings of the legislature ; to analyse principles; to ehibit politi-
cal measutes to public view; to sapervise all questions of general
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utility, whether relating to agriculture, commerce, education, or
jurisprudence, and in fine, to cxert the same power over the press of
this countiy as the Times does over that of Europe.

As education progresses, aud the intellectual energies of the ¢¢sons
of Canada’ become developed, it may be presumed that men of ability
and genius wil! arise, to conduct this important department of literature
to maturity and perfection.

The uecrees of Providence are as firn as they are inscrutable.
What, thercfore, may be the future position of Canada, whether a
free and an independent nation, or a supplementary state or province,
is unknown to human ken.  The Creator, however, has assigned
certain laws, equally affecting empires as well as iudividuals, Great-
ness of character in man deper:ds upon the efforts of a powarful genius
and a well directed mind: greatness of nations, upon callective
wisdown, and a well governed community. Ignorance is weakness,
nay, more, is sinful 3 but “knowledge is power.”> It is to the mind
of man what blood is from the fountain of life to the body. It furnishes
strength to the intellect, reason to the mind, and judgment to the under~
standing, as the precious fluid imparts flesh, bone, and muscle to the
human frame. Deprive the boly of th2 one, life becomes extinct :
deprive the mind of the other, intelligence is extinguished, and the
soul becomes morally dead.

¢ Vita sine literis mors est.”

DR. CANDL!SH ON THE SABBATH QUESTION.

At a meeting held lately in Manchester, on the importand subject
of whether the Lord’s day is to be desecrated by the running of rail-
way trains, the Rev. Dr. Candlish made the following pertinent re-
marks :—

Rev Dr Candlish.—It’s very eacy of some to say that all Sabbath
protection ought to be dune away with, and that then in that case
men’s principles would be tested — men’s principles would be tried—
and that the defects they would have in the observance of the Sab-
bath would be the touch-stone of their alleaiance to the Lord of the
Sabbath. But we cannot forget the petition, ¢ lead us not into
temptation”—we cannot believe that it is the wiil of God that men
should be tempted above what they are able to bear, And I venture
to say that this temptation, sbove all, namely, the temptation to
which a man is subjected when he has to balance between havinga
starving wife and family at home, and some small encouragement for
work on the Lord’s-day—this temptation is one which ought to be
put out of the way of our {ellow-men. It is a temptation that no
Chuistian man would desire himself to be exposed to. It is peculiarly
danzerous, ull the more, still all the more dangerous, because I venture
to say cases of conscience could at this moment be put to Mr Stowell
or myself, which ncither he nor I could safely solve, Talk of
keeping the Sabbath without protection that men’s principles ma
be tried! Leave other commandments without protection that men’s
principles may be tried. Leave the sixth commandment without pro-
tection that men’s principles may be tried. And the protection we
seck, remember, for the funith commandment is just the very same in
principle and the very same in extent as the protection which we
seek for the sixth, the seventh, the eighth, and the ninth. Can we,
by any species of protection, impart to the natural mind that is
characterized in Scripture as ¢ hateful and hating one another,”—can
we impart to the natural mind the spirit of that love that worketh no
ill to his neighbour 2 No, Sir.  But are we on that account to repeal
our laws against murder, and violence, and all sorts of atrocity? Who
would be gu.lty of such sophistry in reference to the sixth command-
ment. Men talk of cuercion as if we were now proposing in Scot-
land to revive some of the old laws that were enforced in days to
which 1 shall not particularly refer, as to fining and imprisoning men
who did not attend their parish-church.  Men ialk of coercion as if
we were proposing to march the whole community by tuck of drum to
church every Lord’s-day morning. But a plain man will not thus be
misled.  What is the protection we seek ? It is just that every hu-
man being, so far as public legislation can go, or public measures can
g0, shall have the Sabbath and the whole day entirely to himself,
that he may eive it entirely to his Gad, whose day itis. And, 1
trust, that none here will be led away by the vain cry of injustice to
the poor man. Sir, can they be the benefactors of the poor man who,
after the toil of the whole week, would exact from him his sweat on
the Sibbath, too? The curse of the fall has rested on the six days,
but God has kept the seventh clear of it.  The curse of the fall, «¢in
the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat bread>—that curse lies on the
six days of labour ; but, God be praised, His Sabbath, the seventh day,
hes been left free from the curse of the fall, and still pervaded with
the type and character of heaven.

The article of Yggs is actuslly sent from Ohio, by Railroad to Boston:
In May, 1842, scventy barrels, contammng nearly 60,000, were thus sent.
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SELECTIONS.

Cortous GrammaTicar. ann Tyrocraritic wr. Prrons.—\We oh-
served an advertisement in the Times, lately, for a respectable middle-
aged woman of good character, as ¢ good plain cook 1in a small cen-
tleman’s family.”—— A Loundon morning paper says ;—« Mr, King,
urveyor to her Majesty . at Brighton, who |{urchnml, at the Smuhfield
Club Cattle Show, the flighland Scot, ted by Prince Albert at Flemish
Farm, which obtained a sitver medal, had the houmur of supplyinz, be
royal command, a splendid sitioin to the royal dinner table, of wiiich hoth
her Majesty and the prince partook.”——1In a circular just iscued by
the Glasgow Temperance Suciety, the punter has caused the commit-
tee to make the following tmly Milesian annonncement :—+¢ .\ ton of
potatoes being nearly five times the weisht of a ton ot wheat, is sup-

sed to yield a greater amount of nntriment.”

CiinesE PrnTiNG. —According to the best authotities, the art of

printing wac known in China upwards of 930 years ago.  In the time
of Confucius, B. c. 50, beoks were formed of slips of bamboo; and |

about 150 years after Christ, paper waz first made ; A, p. 715, books
were bound inlo leaves: a. v. 900, printing was in general use.  ‘The

rocess ot printing is simple.  The materials consist of a graver,
Elocks of woods, and a brush, which the printers carry with them from
place to place. Without wheel, or wedge, or screw, a printer will
throw off more than 2,500 impressions in one day. ‘The paper (thin)
can be hought for onc-fourth the price in China thatit can in any other
country. The works of Confucius, six volumes, fonr hundred leaves,
octavo, can he bought for nine-pence.  For an historical novel, twenty
volumes, one thousand five hundred leaves, half a crown is the price
smongst the Chinese.—Martin’s China.

Warking ox THE Water.—~A Dutch officer ascerts that he has in-
vented a species of shoes which will enable 2 man to walk and run on
the water, and if upset to float on it. ‘The shoes are attached 10 an
apparatus which coveis the cutire boly, leaving the free use of the
arms, and the apparatus is said to be shot-proaf.” Several experiments
have been made, and are said to have proved suceessful.

Mystertes.—Content thyself with what is clearly revealed, and
leave what is hid and above thee unto God.  Be not thou so hold as to
measure the boundtess mysteries of God by thy narsow, confined un-
derstanding ; neither o thou presume to reject what thou canst not
comprehend.  What is of God is above thee, for God is God ; he is
clothed with honour and majesty, and with that light which is inac-
cessible.—~Lobb.

Corpulent persons, desirous fo regain their shape, should apply to
some newspaper establishment for tli¢ office of callector.

Wilberforce believed that Sir S. Romilly and Lord Castlereagh be-
came deranged from over exertion, the consequence of continuing to
labour on Sunday as on other days.

In order to render floors clean and white without soap, and diminished
labour, mix one pint of siackened lime with three parts of common
sand, and scrub t}:e boards well with a hard brush, and this mixtme
will have the desired result.

A Nosre FortuNe Noery Usep.—The Duke de Luynes, who in-
habits the Chateaw Dampierrc, in the environs of Versailles, has re-
cently given a hundred thovsand fiancs to the sufferers by the inun-
dations in France. The Duke de Luyneshas an income ot 1.500,000
francs a year, and devotes every year 500,000 to dee s ot henevo-
lence, and as many more lo the encouragement of the fine arts.

Tue OricINy oF tHE TerM ¢ News.”—The origin of this
word has been variously defined, ¢« News is a fresh account of
anything ;7 ¢ [t is something not heard of betore; « News is an
account of the transactions of present times.” The word ¢ news”
is not, as many imagine, derived from the adjective new. In
former- times, between the sears 1595 and 1730, it was a

revalent practice, to put over the periodical publications of the
ay, the initial letters of the cw.dinal points of the compass, thus:

E— L—W importing that these papers contained intelligence fiom

the four quarters of the globe ; and from this practice is detived the
term of newspapers.

TuEe Poor may po Goon.—1 was visiting 2 brother minister a few
years ago with a view to assist him at a missionary meeting which
was to be held in his chapel. While 1 was in hishouse kLie called me
into the kitchen, for what purpose I did not know till the scene ex-

lained itself. There stood an aged woman about 80 years old talk-
ing with the minister, and looking with a smiling countenance, and
with sparkling uyes, as far as such aged orbs could sparkle, upon some
silver which my friend at that moment held in his hand. It might
have been supposed she was going to teceive this money to multiply
her comforts ; for all her income was half-a-crown-a-week from the
parish, and what the kindness of friends migzht occasionally bestow,
out nf which she paid cightcenpence for lodgings ; but no, she came
to give, not to receive. T at moncy, amounting to more than ten
shillings, she had camed by knitung vanous articles and selling them,
and she was then in the kitchen, where I saw her, to place it in the
hand of her minister for the Missionary Society. So you sce the
poor can do something for God’s cause, if they have “a mind to
wotk.”? But they may also do much in the way of direct eflort for
the conversion of souls. Can they not warn a profane sinner? or ex-
plain the way of salvation to those that are ignorant and out of the

: Noith of Seottand.
j of pawder were employed.  ‘The mass dislodged was 22,000 tons, In
| the tunnel previously excavated, 500 persons afterwards partook of a
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way ? or distribute tracts, and talk about their contents ? or invite the
neglectors of public worstup to the house of God?  Let the poor une
derstand, value, and erjuy their privilege.—Memor of Elizabeth

{ Bules, by J. A. Jumes.

Fixenostos.~ o order to reinove an immen-e mass of rock in tun-
nelhng tor the Coleiamne and Londonderry railwey, it was advertised
that o tremendous explosion would be caused at Downhill.  About
12,000 people attended to witness it, from all paits of Ulster and the
Tuere were 12 steamers in the offinz ! 35 cwt.

dejeuner.  The place was illmmwated by 1,200 lamps.
a gala seene ~-English Paper.

Frerr.—A farmer who is famous (or zond fruit, says he raises his
trees in the tollowing manner :— He takes a cutting from the best tree
he can find, #ts the end of the cutting into a large potato, and sets it
in the earth, leaving but one or tiwo incl.es of the cutting above ths
zround.  The cutling soon sends out roots and grows rapidly making
a fine Lee which needs no ingrafting.

1 Srasner.—[tisa poor soul that cannot bear slander. No decent
. an can get alorg without it ; at least none that are actually engaged
1 the struggle of busiess hfe.  Have you a bad fellow in"your em-
Uplovment, and dischirge him, he goes round and slanders you  refuse
“another some inodest hoon which he has a-ked, he goes round and
' slanders you. In fine, as we said before, we would not give a cent
“for a man who is not slandered ; it shows that he is cither a milk.sop
cor afool. No,noj catna bad name from a bad fellow, and you can
. ea-ily do so by correct conduct ; it is the only way to prove that you
i are entitled to 2 goad one.
I drird peas, cither for soup or eating whole, are soaked till they
+ begin to vewetate (about two days) they will taste as sweet as green
i peas.
‘ ! Tur Veroctty of A Canyos Barr or Stuor.—When the mammoth
cannon was receatly proved at South Boston, the heaviest shell was
thrown about tare2 miles, and the time ozcupied in its journey was a
minute and a half.  Thas it appearts that its velocity was only abont
double that of some of the Linglish railroad expresses.

Fricnts or Birvs.—.A\ vultute can fiy at the rate of 150 miles an
hour.  Wild grese can travel at the rate of 90 miles an hour. The
common crow can {ly 25 miles, and swailows 62 miles an hour. 1t
is said that a falcon was discovercd at Malta 25 hours after the departure
of Henry IV. from Fontainbleaun. If true, this bird must have flown
for 21 hours at the rate of 57 miles an hour, not allowing aim to rest
a moment duning the whole time.

Brekwnear—"The New York Coutiet’s correspondent remarks
that buckwheat is but little known in England—as food for man, it is
utterly unknown. It is sometimnes sown lo keep pheasants from more
valuable craps, and around hee hives for the sake of the huney which
the bees extract from its flowers.

Hexs.—We have frequently seen it asserted in our agricultural
papers that hens are the most profitable fowls that a farmer can raise.
We are inchined to helieve the statement substantially true. The
only requisite is to keep them well, and see that they are constantly
fed with meal, g1ain, lime, gravel, and, indeed, all those substances
which they naturally requure to preserve them in a state of health.
Hen keeping has now come to be propeily regarded as an essential
hranch of farming, and as competiti-n fncreases, mproved breeds and
madels of managrment will be fudispensable to success. We think
that by judicious management, the net profit of hens may be made
to exceed that of any fowls usnally kept on the farm. They devour
Jarge quantities of 1bbish, and are serviccable in thus converting
much that would otherwise come under the denomination of refuse, to
a profitable use.

Woobnraxps.—NMany farmers pursue a very erroneous policy in re-
ference to their woodlands. Instead of cutting all clean as they go,
it too commonly is the casc that only the older and larger trees are
selected, or those which ate decayed or dead. Thismethod is scarcely
to be pursued without serious detriment to the growth, as, in felling,
many small trees must inevitably be lacerated or destroyed outright,
If the growth is thick, eatensive openings will be made, and, besides,
roads must be cleared in order to get ont the wood after it is cut. The
most economical plan is to cut all smooth as you proceed. The clear-
ing thus effected, if it be intended for a future growth, should be im-~
mediately enclosed and carefully protected from the intrusions of cattle,
sheep and other animals, by which the young sprouts, which start
with great vigour and pursue their growth rapidly, would be broken
and destroyed. In France this is the plan universally pursued, and,
according to some authorities, the only ene which the government,
under whose special superv.sion all the forests of the kingdom are
tigidly retained, allows.—AMaine Farmer.

Tue Oceay.—So vast is the Atlantic Ocean, that all the shigs in the
world might be dispersed over 1t so that one might not be in sight of
another.

A Loxg Trarv.—A correspondent of the Rochester Democrat writes
thus ;—% On our way east we passed the longest train of cars onthe Boston
and Albany road that has ever crossed the track. It was composed of 122
cars of an average length of 30 feet each—making a train of over 3700
fect, or near three quarters of a mile long, and all drawn by one potwerful
engine.

ft was quite
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NEWS.,

Svow StorM.—Ore of the severest snow storms which has otturred at
Quebec this winter commenced on Saturday the 27th February, late sn the
afternoon. 1t continucd during the night wnh_a strong casterly wind, and
part of the next day. The qunmil( of snow fullen on a level 13 something
mnore than a foot, in the hardwood lands, where it does not diift, the deptn |
of snow is how about five feet six inches.  Inmany of the helds the fences |
are no longer visible, and the drifts ubout the houses are to the beight of |
the eves of the houses of oue story. “The roads cre greatly obstrucied,  O1
the state of the strcets and roads Wihia the limits of the city, they may be |
vinted as a curivsity.  Time must be alluwed . inahe theny toled sble, “We |
ure sorry lo hear that the carriage of lus Lordskip, the Bishoy ol :\luunlrcal,
with himselr and one of his lrughters, was upsct yesterday, They have
wot, however, received ., + ry serious hurt. ~ We are sorr to hear thata
farmer of Lorette, of the nanie of Gauvin or Lous Denis M oisan, who had
been to the Quebec market with a load of hay, Ipl‘mhcd 1 the uight ol the
storm, within a short distance of his honie, his horse havi.g ot out of the |
road. Both the man and the horse were discosered vext murning frozen to |
death and neatly covered with the snow drift.  He has left a widow and
several children —Quelec Guzette. ) . )

A general mecting of merchants and others interested in the eatablish-
ment of aline of telegrapl: between Haldax aud Quebee, was held at the
former city on the 2051 ultimo, when resolutions wese passed, approvig of
the project, and for organising a company to establish the line through Nova
Scotia 1o the boundaries of New Brunswick, )

A Successtoy ot [L18.—Onc day last week, tho wife of Mr. Adam Dills,
of Gamsborough, while in the enjiyment of her usual cxceliunt hcalth, foli
duwa in a fit and shortly expircd. ~About the same time, a duughter of Mr.
James Dills, (who Lives two or threo miles higher up the Cluppawa Creek
than Mr. A, D) not very long marned, was brought to her fathier's house,
and dicd within an hoar after her arninval. She had been sich—aid not ex.
peet to recover, and wished to be conveyed to hur old hiows tia she anigit
die there.  Her bereaved husbund presently returned to bis own housy—
fouand it a smuking rum—nothing saved..— S8t Catharine’s Juurnal.

‘Fhe Mcrchant shup of ‘Thomus Sharp was broken iuto about %wn v'clock
on the mght of the 1Gth instant, and Bank notes to the amonnt of £110,
about 33 lbs. weight of cappers, and a namber of prosussory ites and other
papcis, stolen and camied off. A scarch-warrant was issucd oy Jo Knowl.
son, ., 3. P, and part of the property was carly next morning recovered ;
say £46 159, of the Baak notes, the greatest part of l'h‘u pronussury notes,
and all the coppers.  ‘Thomas Parks, a resident of the ‘Townstup, in whose
dwellinghousc and on wlhuse persun the moncy wus fuuad,is tow i the Gao,
of the f)ut.—lct, charged with the offence.— Guardian. }

Womay Burved To Dearn—Isquest.— Huron District.)—~Ou Mon.
day evening the 15th lust , about seven o'clack, the dwelimg-house ociu-
sted by Mrs. Isabella Anderson, or $wat, Lot 27th, South East-hope, was

iscovered to be on fire by zome of the neighbours, and aithough in a shost
time after the discovery they were on the spot and rendered what help they
~culd give, 50 fut as the exceme hegt'uml fite pesnutted, yet, awiul 10 e
late, the poor woman was cons»m . in the buriug, excepting the tiunh ot
t.hei)ody who.ch was dragged out, and next morumg sume potton ot the
skull amf bones were found  She was alune in the house, hier only child, a
boy about 11 years of age, having gune the same day to the back conces-
sions of North Easthope to see some friend. It is suppored that some
sperks, or fire from the chimuey, which was of mud and sticks, bad comn-
municated with some straw or oat sheaves piled iu the upper pait, or an o

small.apartment adjoining.

¥r. Youatt, the well-known veterinary surgeon, committed suicide, at
his residence, in London, on Saturday week. He had recently speculated
largely 3 and his schemes having proved unfostunate, he had suffered great
mental depression, and at last took possoit.  The deceased was m his seven-
tieth year. . .

SmaLrL CHARGES aAND HiGH Prori1Ts.—A curious enough illustration o1
the mode by which profits are augmented by teduciug charges, 1s supphicd
by some documents issued by the projected ¢ Generat Conveyance Com-

ny for Passengers and Parcels?” Staiting with 500 ommbuses, and a
stud of 4000 horses, and all other necessary apphances, and charging not
me-e than a penny a mile for cach passenger, the nett annual profit to the
proprietors is made out to be £130,553, or 63 per cent. on the capital in
vested ! This per centage 1s moreover founded on the cautious calculation,
that the cmunibuses may not fill ance cvery jouruey, and for this coutugency
the allowance of a third is made. But then comes the parcel department.
By unexplained methods, parts of which are to be secured by patent, the
omnibuses are to be made available for the conyeyance of parcels, the col-
lections of them and the deliveries being so managed_as to cause neither in-
convenience nor detention to the passengers. Charging for these parcelsat
the rate of a halfpenny per mile for 111bs. weight and under, and going on
the assumption that each omnibus will not carry more than one parcel per
mile, the profit is put down at $70,900. ‘I'his added to the passenger pro-
fit, makes a total of £209,553, or 1043 per cent. on the capinl! If two
parcels per mile be carsied, the profit will be 150 per cent!  If three par-
cels be carried, 198§ per cent. will be the gain. Well may the ingenious
projectors say, that these profits ought 1o be *“more than amply sufficsent
1o give full satisfaction 0 all paitics.—Morning Post.

EMIGrATION IN MID-WINTER. —Emigration is still in progress from the
port of Sligo, even in the depth of a most severe winter!  Itis stated that
more than three thousand persons have left that port for America since Oc-
tober last.  All accounts concur in stating that great numbers of small far-
merts,—as many at least as can scrape up the means,—are making up ar
rangements to emigrate early in spring by the many vessels which are ex-
pected to return to America after discharging their cargoes of Indian meal.

DrINKING 18 ScoTLAND.~—~Another return we have before us is unfortus
nately little credutable to Scotland, 1n the amount of spints consumed by
its population. 1t 1s entatled * Returns of lhg.Consumpuon of Spirits—
British,, Foreign, and Colomal—in the United Kingdom, trom 180J to 1845
inclusive ;”” and an account of the guanmy of malt which paid duty.
Froni the retarn of the spirits it would appear that the consamption for the
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United Kingdom is about one gallon per head of the population ; Lut
u}king the consumption of the three kingdoms separately, the consumption
Of =

Eungland is about.......8-10ths of a galion per head,

Ircland . verena el 0Nlis " .
Scotland™ ¢ . ......2} gallons (%) ¢

Scotland certinly appears to little advantage in this return. The decrease
tn Irelund since 1838 s surpnising—(roin 12,334,285 gallons to 7,638,943
in 1815.— Greenack Advertiser.

Rouall Gordon, late secectacy and accountant to the Exchange Bank ot
Scotland, Edinbuigh, has been sentenced to fifteen years® transportation for
acts ol enibezaiement.  Unsuccesstul ratlway speculations had led him to
emp’oy the property of the bank, which he huped to repay hereafter,

The Oregou Spiectator says the whole terr tory 38 wide awake for new
laws, caucusses cunvennug, &co Al the machmery of a republican govern-
menty in 118 must demucratie tormy, is going ulicad finely,  The same paper

'uf August 20th, says i —* Ditficulues between the whites and natves are

constautly increasiug and giadually assunung a more serious aspect.—
Withiu the last tew dags we have Lieard ol two unhappy cases ; one i
Clatsop cuunty, whick resulted iu the death ol one of the natives; another
in Champeog county, in which two of the Wallah Wallah Indijuns were
wounded by a panty of sculers finng upon the encampment,

ARREST.—A young man 1 New-Yorh, named Linch, has becn arrested
for embezehing dry goods to the amounnt vl $10,009 f1om different pemons
who have employed him the last year.

Dreadful sickness and mortality prevails among the Mississippi Volun-
teers. ‘The Americans were in possession of El Passo del Norte.

Risoris—2 detachmiunt of eaghty Kentuckians and Arkansas cavalry
was cut off whin wuty miles beyond Saltllo, by Gen, Monson, They
formed an outpost, and were surprised and 1ahen prisoners withont resist-
ance. Major Boiland, Cusaius M. Clay, and Major Gaines were captured.
The capture of Licutenant Ritchie aud ten dragoons, with despatches for
General Yaylor, is conunined.  Oul accounts say they were cut off between
Monterey and Victosia, and were ol killed. ‘The dispatches are said to
have contained the whoi: plan of our operations. Anul[::r says that twent
dragoons had reached Victona i sclery, but there 1s no doubt ot the deat
of Licutenant Ritchie. Young Ritchie wus lassoed and dragged across u
woni-ficid,  An officer ot the Oliuo regiment, supposed to be Lieutenant
Miller, had been mordered near Chihuahua, awtuliy mutilated,

SErvED HiM RiuuT.—B. F Walker, a Representative in the Legislature
of Missouri, has been expelled §.oni that body for publicly and grossly mn-
sulting a female in the streetsof the capital of that state.

A1 pany, Feb 6th. —Heavy Damaces.—Simon Cunliff has obtained a
verdict with 85000 Jamages against the Mayor, &c., of Albany, for injuries
sustained by him in August, 1840, when the hridge across the basin, at the
foot of State street, fell, causiuy the death of some thirty citizens, and in-
Juring a great many others. ‘Lhe pluintsff’ was on the bndge at the time,
and by the fall had his hip broken,

Foop or TiE InMicaanTs —We have been shown a specimen of the
toed which the Irish immigraots usually buag with them to support hfe
while crossing the Atlantic.  Iu color, it resenibles guano, but in 1wm, 1t
presents imnore the appearance of coarse meal.  We were unable to learn
the name by which it is known, Lbut we understand that it 15 a kind of
berry, which is_first dried in ‘the sun, aud then ground up for use. The
flavor is quite offensive, aud the foud as we understand, is unpalatable in
the extreme.—About the only article of food besides this, which the immu-
grants use, is the common sea .wscuit.  “The first article which they cail
tor on reaching our Alms House is the potato, which they prefer to the
best of meats,

‘Tiig Suip FEver.—The character of this disease is proving itself to be
much more fatal than 1t has heretofore been cousidered.” One of the visit-
ers of the Alms House, Mr. Thomas Middleton, who had been among some
ot the recently arrived paupers, caught this fever a tew days ago, and died
from its eflects on Satuniay last.  ‘Three of the best physicians in this city
attended him, but they could not master the discase, \{’e are also informed
that two Custom House Insrectors who lately visited the Pontise, have
since dicd from a fever which they contracted while performing their dullv
as inspectors, I'here is, indeed, much cause of alarm on this subject.
this disease is to get a foothold in our Alms House and Hosputals, we have
reason to apprehend the most melancholy consequences.

PRODUCE PRICES CURRENI'—Moxtnear, March 8, 1847, d
s d. & e d. s d~
Asnes, Pots,perewt27 0 a 27 6 | Beer, Prime Mess,
Pearls,......27 6a 28 0 perbrl.2001bs.60 0 400 O
Frour, Canada Su. Pame, ..... s 30 0 452 6
perfing, per bl Prime Mess, por
61bs. ........35 042 00 0 ticree, 3041bs..00 0 o 00 O
Do. Fine, .. .32 0« 33 U | Pork.Mess,perbrl,
Do. Sour,....cc... none 2000bs ..eeee 90 O @95 O
Do. Middlings, . none Prime Mess... 0 ald 0
{ndian Mecal, 168lb, none Pramo, ...... 0 a00 O
Qatmcal, br). 2211b.33 02 33 9 i Cargo,...cco0oe0se. 00 0 a 00 O
Gratx, Wheat U.C, Bucrer, perlb. ... 0 7 a 0 8
Best, 601bs, ... 6 G a 7 0 | Cusese, full milk, .
Do.L.C.permin. 6 0a 6 3 0 lbs.,.......40 0 @50 O
Barvey, Minot,... 3 0 a3 3 | Larp, perlb,,best 0 0 4 0 7§
Oats, 4 ... 2 342 4 | Tarrow, per lb,
Pease, .ccoocccveee. 5 Va5 2 rough..ccc..... 0 432 0 §
THOS. M. TAYLOR,
roKer.
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