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PLATFORM—PURPOSE—PLAN.

THE ATHENEUM is the outcome of an
idea which has for years impressed us as
 desirabl and feasibl. The idea was that
there should be publisht, at a popular
price, a -popular journal which could dis-
.cuss educational matters from the stand-
point of practical businesslife. By educa-
tion 15 meant mnot simply book “lerning,
‘but rather the practical training of the
mind to think, the hand to manipulate, the
ear to’ dxscern, and the eye to observ. Ad-
‘mirabl is our school system; intelligent
-and progressiv are our teachers; yet we
believ that the rising generatxon are not
learning sufficiently the practical things of
1ifé, and that thefe is room for great im-
provement in te; 1
‘I now on the curnc
cate the mtroduchon

0*-our schodlés and

-uts—extendmg the Kmdergarten idea be-
yond the infant grades into those in which
boys-and’ °1rls, young men andvomen, are

structxon should be made-more attractive ;
we know it can.be.
be ‘made more seiviceabl ; we are con-

know:how to accomp]xsh it We propose
not only-to impress the need for a reform,
but to show how it.can be accomp]xsht

.mental activity and mventxon

‘cept'the progressiv people—and these are |
| to be found in every grade' and: occupatlon )

il ded.
. We shall ad¥o- ,W.’ Lbe forwar ¢

.colleges of the: pratfxca‘l and-progressive. -

beln«tawht. ‘We believe that school'in--
We bélieve it should“

{1 vinced that it will be when teachers and.
parents realisc the need of a reform and’

as-dust theoretical —dissertations on ab-}
‘struse questions; it will treat, in a popular {
style, popular subjects,—its object being to
popularize time-and-labor-saving arts ; to
improve mental methads; to make educa- :
tion .possible and dehghtful to develop.|
All this it.|
will do at a popular.price. . i

THE. ATHENEUM-is not for any clas ex-{

in life..

No-pent-up school-room shall confine our powers—
The whole unbounded universe is ours.

There is no one Wwho will not be bene- |,
fited by readmg THE ATHENEUM. It will{
bring to brain-workers lightnes and in- |:
splratxon 5 it will carry to the mechanic}
.and toiler encouragement and enthusement.
Progressw people everywhere will wel- |
come it as a long-needed help.in removing
hindrances and hastening a: better day. :

Tue ATHENEUM will be'sent, post free,
‘t6:any address in Canada, United States
or England for a whole year for only 25|
cents. .Any one sending four pames, with |.
-a dollar, will receive a free copy for a year..
‘Friends who have not time to canvas will'
oblige the publisher by sending the names
.and addresses of their friends who might
become subscribers, and free sample copzes

' WANTED—AN EDUL CATIONAL
.COMMISSION. :

Not long ago the Ontirio: Government
appointed an Agricultural Commxss:on, .
instructed to collect information: from far-
mers and fritit growers, with.a view to the'
improvement of the’ agricultural and horti:’
scultural interests of the Protince~ ; The-
Commlsswners spent alarge amount of i {ime |
“and money & 1nterv1ewm°"gromment and |
progresswe cultun ts In vanons parts bf -
the Province, and tfie information thus
gleaneéd wis 'sumimarized and ‘systematized,

THE ATHENEUM wxll not contam dry-‘

and published i in-a series of “blue books.”|, ]
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Unlike the customary blue book, however,
"this one wus as popular as a novel, and
.there is a constant demand for copies.
' Wide-awake farmers want the information,
and they can get in these books what can-
inot be had elsewhere. The book repr.-
:sents the ripest experience of the most in-
: genious and successful farmers and fruiters.
: Encouraged by their success as publishers
;of practical literature, the Government
have recently issued a book on Forestry,
jwritten by Mr. R. W. Phipps. This book
:is written in a style so charming that the
‘demand forit is very lively—so much so
‘that an extra large edition has been printed.

: The ATHENEUM calls for the appoint-
ment of an Educational Commission, who
shall have power over persons and papers,
rand carte blanche to go where they like and
‘interview whom theyplease, with the object
-of learning the precise facts as to our edu-
‘cational system, its working and results.
‘Our educational interests are quite as im-
.portant to our national life as are our agri-
‘cultural interests. A much larger propor-
-tion of our people would be interested in
the results of an Educational Commission
:than are interested in agriculture. There
‘is not.a family that is not directly affected
by changes in school books and methods.
‘There are thousands of parents and scho-
Jlars who are .now declaring against the
** cramming” system, as they have been for
_years past. Is there any reason for the
outcry? Everyone knows there is too
much. Isthere anyremedy? Everyone
‘who considers'the matter will see that an
Educational Commission could find the
.cause and-suggest the remedy.

The Commission should not be com-
-posed of professional educationists, though
| that class should be represented. A schooi
inspector, a clergyman, a business man, a
mechanic, and a quick-witted and intelli-
gent woman—thése should form the Com-
| mission—with the business man-as chair-
man. Let them interview -school inspec-
‘tors, head masters, subordinate teachers,
high and common school scholarsof all
grades, and find whether -there are too
many studies on the list, and ascertain
Which could be best omitted. Let them
| call kindergarten teachers and scholars and
‘learn their methods, and compare their
Pprogréss with pupils taught by the ordinary
methods.. ‘Let commercial colleges be
visited with a view of finding out who at-
tend them, and how it is that'young men
fresh from: school have to “ finish off ® in
these institutions in the simple English

studies-which the schools presume to teach

—writing, book-keeping, and arithmetic.
Let young clerks and mechanics and ‘sales-
women and sewing girls who have recently
left school be examined, in order that it
may be learned how much of what they
know was taut themnat school, and whether
they learned at school how to teach them-
selves ; also whether or not they consider
that, having passed thru the school curri-
culum, they have nothing more to learn.
Letstreet arabs, and boot-blacks, and news-
boys and girls be called, and & comparison
made between them and the school scho-
lars in the matter of practical education,
with the view of learning how it is the
schools teach so little and the streets so
much, and also with a view to considering
whether it might not be advantageous if]
more frequently than atpresent, the schools
were turned into the street, or the practical
street methods were introduced into the
schools.

Let an £ducational Commission, com-
posed as we have outlined, and empowered
as we have suggested, turn its attention in | 3
the direction hinted at, and there would be |. ¥
a marked educational improvement within | &
five years from the date of publication of |
their report.

W ..at say our readers to this Educational
Commission ?

—_—————— -

NOTES ON THE SPELLING RE-
FORM.

Thé educationists of this enlightened '

Province, as of the whole Coatinent, need no | %

instruction as to the absurdities of ordinary
English spelling. They are fully alive to
these ; more than that, they would be the
most practical spelling reformers in the
most suitable place—the school room.
‘What hinders-their action ? We reply, the
school regulations which make compulsory
the spelling of words according to an arbi-
trary standard that cannot be. supported by
rime or reason, by sense or sound, by [
etymology or euphony. What is the
remedy for this condition eof affairs?—a
condition causing discouragement to pupils
and teachers? We reply again, the school
regulations must be changed.

Is the time ripe for such change, and is
it practicable? We think so, decidedly. |
‘When teachers, inspectors and examiners
are convinced that a change is both de-
sirable and necessary ; when the present
method has been faithfully tried, and bas
proven a miiserable failure; when the
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phonic system has shown the feasibility of
a change, by the great success of its pu-
pils ; when both England and Americaare
marching forward together inthe direction
of a radical change; when the Canadians,
heretofore slow in taking up this question,
are now in line with the leaders of the
movement on both Continents ; when our
school system is undergoing, at the hands
of the Governmental authorities, a process
of simplification with the view of rendering
our national education more practical;
whenthese facts exist. and those events have
happened, and are happening, we think
the time is ripe for the change of our spel-
ling system.

Is such a change practicable? This
question can be answered by pointing to
the change made in our National currency.
Canadians now no longer count pounds,
shillings, pence, groats, farthings; in our
grandfathers’ time they counted nothing
else. It was a radical revolution ; but it
was accomplished without rebellion or
bloodshed. It was in some respects a
more serious change than that now contem-
plated. It affected every one. The old
had to learn another system of calculation,
or run the risk of being cheated. The
young required to master both systems—
because both old and new systems ran
consecutively for a time, as both systems
of speiling would. The change in calcul-
ating currency came about by National
proclamation ; the change in spelling will
come about by the local Governmental
authorities “ authorizing” the new method.

It may be objected that the spelling re-
formers are not themselves agreed as to
which system is preferable ; and the ob-
jector may enaeavor to.secure a postpone-
.ment by requiring such agreement pre-
liminary to the change of the school curri-
culum. The answer to: this is brief: Let
the various systems be submitted to the
Central Committee, 6r Council of Public In-
struction, as the various school books are
submitted. Let the learned gentlemen of
the committee impartially investigate the
merits of each, and then decide to * auth-
orize ” the best.

The spelling reform movement should

be national in its character ; and it should
begin in the schools, so that it may have

as fair a chance as the present method has
bad. There need be nothing compulsory
about the matter. Let the focal teacher or
school board introduce or not, as he or
they please, the ¢ authorized” system—or
any or either of them, if more than one.
Let the scholars study either the old sys-
tem or the new, as they or their parents
prefer. Let the new system standon its own
merits. Let it be used in all documents—
examination papers, etc.,—by those pupils
who learn it ; and let those who prefer the
old way go on blundering.

How many scholars can spell perfectly
according to present orthographic rules (1) ?
How many teachers? If the proportion
of scholars be as one to fifty—a liberal per-
centage—why should the forty-nine lose
marks and merits by failure to do what
cannot be done except by those who pos-
sess extraordinary powers of memory?
The purpose of examinations is not—or
should not ‘be—to exhibit precocity and
develop prodigies ; the purpose of examina-
tions is—or shounld be—to test the pro-
gress of the pupils, keeping.in mind their
opportunities, capacity, heredity, sex, and
all other points of differentiation between
one and another which may affect the judg-
ment of the examiner. Is a spelling-
bee a fair test ot education or capacity?
If so, why are the schools not doing their
work? If not—and every ona will admit
it is not—why virtually make it so by re-
quiring schelars to spell .arbitrarily or suf-
ferin consequence ?

Let progressive teachers, enlightened
parents, and suffering scholars, petition
the Educational authorities of the Province
to relax the scaingent rule which now
makes johnsonian spelling compulsory in
class and in examinations. If the Minjster-
of Education grant the prayer of the peti-
tion, the key of the position is gained ;if
he does not, the quesiion will then come
up for argument, and the spelling réformers
‘are sure to win.

supported by leading educationists through--
out Ontario ; and further, that thé Mipister
of Education would go a considerable.
length in the direction of the proposéd re-
form. Asfor parents and scholarc, they
would not shrink from setting théir signa-
tutes to such a petition:from a groundless
féar entertained by some that ‘the .ety-
mology of the language would suffer by the:

: . We incline to the opin- |
ion that the petition would be signed and |-

‘granting of the ‘prayer.

e |
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(Written for THE ATHENEUM.)

PHONOGRAPHY IN THE PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.

BY REV. E. BARKER, TORONTO.

“But some say it is very difficult to
learn, and above the capacities of school
children.”

It may be difficult to some adults under
the disadvantageous circtmstances in
which they were placed, picking it up by
snatches of time from their regular em-
ployments, perhaps with no teacher and a
poor gulde-book ; or pressed through in a
class in half a dozen lessons of an hour
each. They would find it difficult to learn
Jlong-hand or any other study under those
‘circumstances. If all the education now
imparted in our schools were postponed to
the period of life in which phonography is
‘now usually learned, there would not be
‘much’of it learned at’ all; it would all be
‘too diffict.. But why should it be
‘thought beyond the ability of children?
‘The characters are much more simple
.|'than these of longhand : the only differ-

Yence is the phonetic system of pronounci- |

_{ ation, which is simply sometting addr%onal
“to the formation of the characters, but not
‘something more dificelt. In fact the
‘phonetic is the zafural pronounciation,
‘' and therefore more easily acquired by far
than an unnatural one. If children can
‘learn . to spell and' pronounce our bungling,
irregular system, they can surely learn the
-simpler one, based on the laws of nature.
“But has it'ever been tried!? ”
Over and over again, and with the suc-
cess. that anyone might predict. What
‘could hinder success? -As?in” everything
|-else, those who learn in"youth are the most
efficient writers. The early formed Habit
I'becomes.second nature to them.
- “Admitting this, then, would it bé right
-to introduce into a’public system of educa-
‘tion that which only a few—only-a single
-professioh—would need in.after life?
“This is dssuming that none but reporters
‘need shorthand. “Why should not every-
body use it as they now use longhand? If
‘all were taught.it in childhood, all would
use it for ordinary writing, purposes; it
might be that longhand .wo'ild be wholly:
|.superseded 77 Zime, and why not?
~ “That would involve the use -of the
-phonetic principle altogether in. writing,
.and- it would riever do to write phohgtically
-but. print- orthographically.! ¥~ ~
Ourorthography, so-called,’must change
‘5ome tiine, if we are -ever to escape the
barbarism of antiquity— or rather that

[of the present day in trying to adapt a

| foreign alphabet to our language. But it

is not our wish to abandon script ortho-
graphy in general until we adopt a new
alphabet adapted to our English language.
We would continue the ordinary longhand
while requisite, but at the same time use
phonography wheuever it would not collide
with the ordinary letter-press, and that
would be mainly in setting typein ortho-
graphy from script. Even here, a collision
would also be avoided if our type-setters
would also learn phonography, as they
would were it taught in the schools. In
many printing offices now, type is set from
phonographic copy.

But why should not all ordinary corres-
pondence, sermon-writing for private use,
note-taking, and nearlyall the writing that
is now done, be executed in the much
briefer shorthand only? Why be content
with the tedious old methods of commit-
ing our thoughts to paper, when no one
would be satisfied now with the former
slow methods of travelling or sending
messages ?

“ Phonography is not so legible,” you
say, “ aslonghand.”

It is not so legible perhaps when we are
not so familiar with it as with longhand.
But it is just as legible with the same fa-
miliarity—probably more se, as the char-
acters are more compact and distinct in
Phonography when fully written. This ob-
jection would not be thought of if short-
hand were learned in the same way as
longhand now is.

Even admitting, however, that phono-
graphy would not be used as generally as
longhand, would. it not be as much used as
book-keeping, and many other branches of
common school education that do not
come into universal employment ?

“If all were to learn phonography, all
would be reporters, and the repoi.ing pro-
fession would be interfered with, if not
broken.up entirely.”

That does not follow by any means.
‘Because all learn longhand, all aré not
good or swift writers. And it reguires
much more than the ability to write swiftly.
to make a‘reporter. The objection would
be about as good as to say.that the edi-
torial profession is interfered with by
everybody’s being.taught to-write ordinary
hand, or the preaching andlecturing pro-
fessions by universal ‘instruction- in j;ram-

{ mar.  Supposing, however, that everybody.

could report, would the wor/d at large be
the better or worse for it? The days of

‘professional’ monopolies have passed ‘away

lonig ago.
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Seeing how phonography, through its
great utility, has forced its own way into
business enterprise as well as into news-
paper offices, into public and private sec-
retariats, into our courts, law-offices, and
studios ;—seeing how many who make a
special use of it and are so -enamoured
with its beauty that they learn it for mere
recreation as they jearn to row or skate :—
seeing, too, how difficult it is for adulits
to apply themselves to study it, or to
find opportunity for it, it is simply mar-
vellous that our school authorities
are not opening their arms to welcome
it into the public schools ; or, in the case
of their being contented to jog along in the
old ox-carts, it is marvellous that the par-
ties already so benefited by the partial em-
ployment of phonography, and the school-
teachers ever so. ready to advocate intel-
lectual progress—that they are not up in
arms demanding an improvement so great,
and so easily obtained.

——peren ey
(Written for THE ATHENEUM.)

SIMPL SPELING—EXAMPL AND
PRESEPT.

BY A. HAMILTON, M.A., M.D., PORT HOPE.

‘With meni it iz not plen how tha ar tu
begin tu practis a simplifid speling. It shud
tek the foloing stejez :

1. Omit unnesesari leterz.

2. Uze the old leterz consistentli, that
iz, with-comparativ yuniformiti.

3. Uze wun er more new leterz.

Thoz hu wil goa moderat distans onli
| wil stop at the furst or second stej; Everi
| wun convinst ‘in eni degree ov the nesesiti

ov such simplificashun shud mek sum
chanjez, if it be onli in so far as tu omit the
silent e’z from ¢ have’ and‘ are.’ That iz
at wuns giving au exampl and a plej ov
progres. Utherz ma adopt the “loing
wurdz: Hav, giv, liv, shal, wil, dr, tho,
thry, gnuf. Tu this list the ofn recuring
prepozishunz ‘tu’ and ‘ov’ can be aded.

New leterz ar most needed for the
vowelz. Ov new leter: the foloing ar com-
mendabl and ar emplaid herein; viz.,

‘a’ for ‘long a,” az al fer ale.

‘a’ “<breda,” “ arm * arm.
‘v’ ¢ ‘shortu, “up “ up.
‘37 fclongiy) “ 3« aisle.
‘o’ * ‘Broado, “ et  ought.

Exampl is beter than presept. Wun
hu wil d% iz'wurth-a ful' duzen ov-thoz hu
wil'sa. .It:izbj.exampl thdt impruvement
‘can best-be. promulgated: It.iz inexpensiv.
Jand'most efectiv in ditecting the aténshun’

N

taken: by the Goveirnment.

ov the individual tu the muvement. The
tcatimoni ov the venerabl Izac Pitman iz
tu this efect. Prof. Lounsbury sez: “Tu
acustum men tu s2eing new spelingz iz
wuith more than ol the arguments that can
be devjzd.” For sum tjm past the prez-
sent rjter haz dun njnteen-twentieths ov
hiz corespondens in an erthografi ov hwich
this iz 4 sampl without complent on the
part ov the meni hu wer tharbj bret to
notis the muvement. Gud words ar gud,
gud deedz -ar beter. Tu meni it iznot al-
owabl tu chanj thar speling in éni grat de-
gree. Such shud advansa litl wa bj ex-
ampl,and help on bj presept for the rest.
Wourk iz mere nesesari than muni, and it iz.|
believd iz much mor - eféctiv.

¢ Comparativ yuniformiti’ in (2) haz a.
dublmeaning. It meanz that we shud uze:
the old leterz so az tu hav the sam wun
stand az ofn azposibl fer the sam sound.
(i) az regardz Inglish, (ii) az regardz uvther
languajez. We hav comparativ anatomi az
wel az human anatomi; we hav fonoloji
comparativ with uther languajez az wel az:
in our own. The valuez giv( the old
leterz shud be thoz curent in living lan-
guajez, espeshali thoz spoken bj meni mil-
yunz.  Such old and new leterz Wil then;
hav a cosmopolitan value just az the njn’
dijits signifj the sem ihe wourld overn )
Thus, comparison. ov langudjez shoz the

Andsenn mes s

{ tundamental sound ov = tu be that hurd in

fiell. Hens such foermz az ‘cud, ‘wud)
* shud,’ ¢ gud,” * buk,” becum proper in plas
ov ‘could,’ ‘would,’ * should,’ ‘good,’ ‘book.’
The vowel in #p iz peculiar to- our -owh
tung, and hens shud hav a new leter. In this
exampl ‘v’ iz so uzed. Comparison with.
uther tungz iz nesesari onli until 2 complete
alfabet be chozen ; after that it iz tu-be
uzed rjt along just-az we now wvzé our-alfa.
bet.

.
(Writien for TuE ATHENBYM,)
PHONETIC TEXT BOOXS.

BY T. P. HALL, B.A., FELLOW OF TORON%0
UNIVERSITY.

In the interest ofithe rising generation lt

|is very. desirable that the new letters nec.

essary to com.plete our alphabet should:be

introduced into the schools at.once. To |

secure uniformity this'work must be undér--
‘Why-should-
not Ontario; lead in this reform?” If our
Education' Department.were to select ‘the'
best of the Sevéral phonetic alphabets. iow
in use, and authorize a séf of phonetie |
readers for the public.schools, the. teachers;.
wlio are now -compelied to drll boys and
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.| remain to be done,
,| is-that phonetic spelling be placed on the

| timies. -
. - A
OPENING OF THE SHORTHAND
. ATHENEUM.

| imes—** on the other side- of Jordan.”

6
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girls in the vexatious anomalies of the
present speiling, would be relieved of most
of their drudgery, and would gladly do
their part in making the rational spelling
universai. Indeed, very little would then
Al that is now needed

same footing as the present want of system
—-tbat it shall be as great an honor in
the eyes of the authorities to spell phonetic-
ally and correctly as it is to spell the way
Johnson or Worcester did—and the com-
mon sense of the people will soon decide
which is best.

‘What about those who have left school !

] Must they go back to learn to read? By

no means. Phonetic print is easy to read.
‘So. easy that a-boy of fourteen who saw a

‘.page for the first time could read it readily.
| In fifteen minutes.

If the Education Department will make

‘| a beginning the newspapers will not be slow
| to-follow ; .but until then, or at least until.
| the teachers’ hands are freed, I suppose we!
| must continue to tread
 roundabout path marked out by .our an-
| cestors. . Let us atleast ask the Depart-
| ment for a spelling book that'is.up to the!

the blundering:

‘CONTRIBUTED BY A QUEST.

Through- the courtesy of Mr: Thos. Ben-
gough, the writer had the -happiness of being
présent at'the “*“dedication ” of this new In-
stitution, or rather, of ‘an. old Institution en-
larged, removed t0 néw- premises, and.desig-
nated by a new name. The gathering, which
took -the form somewhat of a conwversazione,
wag held on Saturday. evening, 23rd.June last.
Thesuite of rooms constituting the Atheneumis

Tat 29 King Street West, on the south side, =
Jfew doors west of Jordan Street ; or, as Mr.

‘B. humorouely puts it, in.order to aid the
memory in.distinguishing it from the old prem-
e ot On this
occasion. an electyric light. flashed not only on

|| theerystal front of the rooms ‘and on the gild-

ed sign-board, but also for a long distance up
and-down King Street. On éntering the large
front room; which i3 on the second. flat, we
wérd:almost ovérwhelmed. with the witchery

-of, the scene.. The brilliant electric: light;

iining through the glass front, and casting

: ts.silvery sheen over the statuary; house-

: plants, and. pottery with. which -the room was

.decorated, with. the parlor furniture strewed
10

; among these decorations,.and the gay throng
. | of ladiés and gentlemen moving about at ease ;
\it-needed no lively imagination t0 make one

¥
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o
feel' that he was' enjoying a hioonlight ramble
in-some: horticaltural paradise. Three fine

‘entering its new

transparencies on the large panes, rymbolizing
re?ectively music, literature and shorthand,
added to the beauty of the scéne; while the
shadows of the gilded letters on the glass
were cast almost as distinetly on the walls and
ceiling a8 if they had been painted in black,
the word “ Bengough” being on one side,
*¢ Shorthand ” on the ceiling, and ‘‘Atheneum”
on the other ride, all in.much enlarged char-
acters, particularly. those overhead, which
were nearly four feet in length. When the
whole company of shorthanders had gatheved,
numbering some seventy-five (which number
would have been largely increased but for
special causes), we were summoned by our
host to anocher large room in the rear, and in-
vited to help the lady friends and ourselves to
refreshments of cake, strawberries and cream,
with healthful temperance drinks, served out
by active waiters. Returning again toour
former quarters, at the call of our host Ex-
Alderman Taylor took the chair, and opened
the *‘feast of reason” by a graceful speech,
complimenting Mr. Bengough on the fine en-
tertainment, and on the commodious premises

which spoke so well for the success of his en-:

terprise in the shorthand work. The ¢ winged
art” was uow becoming such & necessity in
all our businessaffairs that success was guaran-
teed to an stheneum the foundation of which
was now so well laid. He only wondered that

.| the leader of Phonetics did not spell his name
phonetically, so that we might know whether |

it was- Bengo, Bengow, Bengof, Benguf or

| Bengup (laughter).

Mr. J. W. Bengough, Editor of *Grip,”
was then called upon, who, after .a brief
allusion to the circumstances of the meeting,
recited a humorous discourse on *‘ Old-Mother
Hubbard,” which showed that his power of
caricature with the tongue' wds not less than
with the pencil.

Mr. E. E. Horton, ‘reporter -of the Superior
Court, followed with a reférence to the hand-
some -surroundings, the equipments of :the
Athenenm surpassing those of any.Institution
of & similar kind that he had seen on the other
side of the lines. He spoke of the necessity
for thoroughness in the preparation for réport-

ing work; and urged phonographers- to ‘study |

closely fot- their profession. No ‘one,” he
said; *“is too old to learn.”

" Mr. Richard Lewis, Président-of the Can-

‘adian Spelling Reform -Association, took occa-

sion to impress upon the phonographers.the
necessity for a reformin our s'pe‘f{lﬁ_g»dn ac-
count of the bearing it would have on the
work of éducation, on our literature, and on
intellectual progress generally.

Mr. J. J. Connolly was glad that a broader’
name had been adopted for this institition on |
remises,-and he trusted we |
would see &-development this coming Wwinter |
An-“‘Athen-
-eum ” formerly meant & place where the Ath-
eniansmet to learn ‘“some. new thing’’;-and’

which wounld justify the-name.

he thought this iristitution might very proper-:

-
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: -Onr.office door had:

THE ATHENEUM.

7

1y be used for the purpose of -teaching and dis-
cussiug the different sciences which ure con-
nected more or less directly with Phonography,
especially in qualifying a peraon for the re-
portorial profession. He hoped to see such a
club organized-as had been outlined some time
ago in the ‘“Writer ) i
“Prof, Clare gave a sketch of his connection
with Phonography, and said that he found
many persons lifxe himself who studied it with
no intention of making it a profession, but
simply for the purpose of its assistance in
other studies. Though he used it for report-
ing purposes when upon the staff of the Guelph
Mercury some years'ago; yet be now found it
very useful in many other ways, His desérip-
tion of the way in which he had been led into
the study of phonography at first, viz., by
helping a fellow clerk decipher a love-letter,
evoked no-little merriment. Fle found it as
legible as longhand, his old .noles of many
Years ago being as easily read now as then.
Rev.&E. Barker spoke of the service short-
hand had.been to him in his profession. He
had to thank W. H. Orr, Esq., editor of the
little Pioneer, nearly thirty years ago, for hia

{'being set -on the track. He had plodded

through the study himself, first learning Bénn

‘| Pitman, then Graham, and finally settling

down on Tsaac Pitman, which he prized more
“highly every day.
After Miss G. A. Fraser (assistant t

h ,,r’

quiries have been made as to the. meaning of-

the word ** Privat,” and as. {0 the consistoney |.
of allowing the second word to remain intact
when it should be ‘spelled * Ofis."" The reply |
invariably is that the same reasoning which

suggested the erasure in the first word canséd |
the second to remain intact. That reason-
ing was, that the peculiarity of the one, and.
the inconsistency of the otheér, would raise the |
whole question of spelling, and. set visitors
a-thicking. What doesthereader think on the

sithject ? ‘

Spelling reformers are well known when |

they once tcke a stand. In a town not many
miles east of Toronto one of them éntered the |.
store of a Dutchman, who, broaching the|'
subject, went on somewhat as follows :—
“How vas

boys and girls spend not time to-learn ; the
spel in simple fashion; but here, they ppel,

uatb spel, unt -spel ; then they get. dictation,.]

unt again it is spel ! apel ! spel ; unt.they. pass
into the High Sc_hoog a

spel !spel | Why, they spend all their lives
in spelling, unt £hen they can't spél! The:
Dutchman’s estimate is very near the mark..

-at.the Atheneum) had favored the andience
with a fine solo, the Host of the evening re-
sponded happily to the many compliments he
‘had receive )
explained that his naine was spelled ‘properly,
but the only difficulty was to pronounce it as
‘the natives of Scotland pronounce the. word
lough. ~ If people could not pronounce.it cor-
rectly, ‘he preferred being called Bengof to
Bengo. He spoke of the arrangements which

national Congress, -and -of the probable-effect
their meeting in this city would ‘have upon
our shorthand .and phonétic organizations;
after-which, one of the happiest meetings it
‘has been-our privilege to- attend broke up at a
somewhat late hour, the guests evidently feel-
JAng that Phanography now stood upon a firm-
%t; basis in Ontario: than:ever before, .and that

headquarters.
INCIDENTS OF THE REFORM.

Mr. J. J. Pritchard is teaching reading and

Ppronunciation by meaxs of the phonographic

symbols, in the Central Prison, Totonto. He

%i;s ‘met with' great success fni this origi
e,

Our door had: -painted on its pane the
words: “‘PRIVATE QOFFICE.” Ope day we
scraped off .thi ast.letter in.the first word.

- |"The sign faces everyone who. enters -the: Ath-
2@

m, as the  office.is directly in: rear of the

from the several speakers, and| -

were contemplated for the approaching Inter- |

ough’s Atheneum was- henceforth to-be| .

.wait my javelin box:”

_‘WLTE WARHIN] —=

Dun HeeR.| =

-ty

THE SPELING REFORM.

', Joy of. a:Fonetic Reformer on: gbserving the.|:
progress of the .gloridus movement .in. St} .. -
‘tJohn’s Ward 1—Grip.. 't

- For some years the following sentence;has | .

stood as'the shortest into which -all‘the alpha- |
bet could- be compressed :—¢¢ J, Gray'+ Pick’
with my box five dozen quails.” A Utica’
gentleman- recently improvéed ‘on- the abgve |,
sentence.as: follows :~~¢“ Quick; glad'zephyrs, |
vait my javelin G. W. Piéres, a Bos
ton lawyer, -has. how forced the twenty-gix |:

sentencé con-|

taining only thirty-one letters,
ter. The result is that innumerable en-|thy H Rick b oWl

letters of the dlphabet into &
7 'Bédgef: :

thy vixéh jumps quick &t fowl,”

IR

it your boys so much time |
spend to learn to spel? In Germany the |-

nt again they  spel !

Utica'p

+
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PHONOGRAPHIC BOOKS.—The attention of Students is| °

called to our complete stock of Phonographic Publications. Sent to any address on receipt of price as below.
‘We also have in stock the works of Longley, Pocknell, and otker recognized Phonographic authors, K b

ISAAC PITMAN'S PUBLICATIONS.

Trr PuonoGrAPHIC TEACHER, containing a series
of progressive Lessons to be read and writ~

ten out by the student, - . - $ .20
Kgv to the Phonographic ‘I'eacher and to the Ex-

crcises in Phonography, - - - - 20
THR PHONOGRAPHIC READER ; a course of Read-

ing Exercises in Phonetic Shorthand, 20

A ManvaAL oF ProNograrny, containing a com-
plete exposition of the System, with numer-
ous shorthand examples interspersed with
the text, and Exercises in Reading. - -

QUESTIONS ON THE “MaRUAL or ProNoGrAPHY,”
(Lhis work is especially recommended to
young persons who are learning to express
their thoughts in writing), - - -

Tie PHONOGRAPHIC REFORTER, OR REIORTRR’S
CoMPANION : an Adaption of Phonography
to Verbatim Reporting, - - -

RerORTING EXERCISES @ a Praxis on the ** Phono-

aphic Reporter, or Reporter's Companion,”

KEy 10 ** REPORTING EXERCISES,” in which all
the Exercises are presented in Shorthand, in
Reporting Style, - - - - -

A CoMrEND oF PHONUGRAPHY, containing the Al-
phabet, Grammalogues, and principal rules

< for Writing, - . - .
EXERCISES IN PHONOGRAPHY ; a series of Gradu-
’ -ated Writing Exercises, illustrative of the

Principles of-the Art, as developed in the
** Manual of Phonography,” - - -
THE GRAMMALOGUES AitD CONTRACTIONS of Pit-
ds;  man's ¢ Phonographic Reporter,” for use in

. classes, - -
Tue PuoNnoGrarHic PHRASE Book, containing
above two thousand useful phrases, -
THe PHoNOGRAPHIC RAalLwAY PHRrAsE Book, -
Tue Puonocrapuic Cory Book, made of ruled
paper, single lines only 10 cts, Large size,
#Bsor’s FADLES, in the Learner’s Style, - -
PHONETIC SHORTHAND AND PRONOUNCING
DicTioNary of the English ]:m;uage. By
Isaac Pitman, Crown, 8vo., cloth New
edition, containing 50,000 Word Forms and
5,000 Proper Names - - - - .
RkgD'S REPORTER'S GUITE, Cloth, - - -
Tug, PuiLapeLrHIA HiGH ScHooL REPORT un
. PHONOGRAYRY, - - - -
List ofF THE PHONETIC SOCIETY, for the current
year, - - - - - -
EXTRACTS.
No. 3.—TEN Pounps AND OTHER TALES, corres-
. ponding style, - - - - -
No. 2.—THAT Witica Mongy CannoT Buy, &c.,
§ corresponding style, - - M
No. 3.—BEING AND SEEMiNG, My DonkeY, A
Parisu CLERK's TaLE, &c., corresponding
style, - - - - .
SELECTIONS. .
No. 1.~—~CHARACTER OF GRORGE WASKEINGTON,
SprecH oF GEO. CANNING, AT PLyMOUTH,
. &c., rerorting style, .. -
No. 2,—ADDRESS OF THE EARL OF DERSY on be-
ing installed Lord Rector of the University
§ of Edinburgh, &c., reporting style, -
No. 3.—Max MuLrLer oN NationaL EpucaTtion,
. B o - - . - R M
SgLF Cm:'ruxu, by Prof. Blackie; in the corres.
T ponding style of Phonography, = - -
Tug OTHER LiFE, by Dr. Holcombe ; in the cor-
. responding style. A cheap type edition of
. _ .this book is_published, which may be used
¢ ,asakey, Cloth, - - - - .
J iz New TastamenT, in the easy reporting
1. .style, roan, gilt edges, - - -
‘| Tre. Book_ oF PsaLms, in the] corresponding
“style, a, new, edition, printcd from clearly
.~ éngraved shorthind charanters, - -
THE NARRATIVE OF THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS, in
. :the corresponding style, - N -
ic OF COMMON PRAYER, in the report-
ing stylé. Morocco gilt, - - . 2

I.

50

20

30

50

10

10

"o

20

50

50 i

30
50

%

"THE PHONETIC JOURNAL ¢ Monzhly; in a wrapper,

BENN PITMAN'S PUBLICATIONS.

Manvual or Puonverarhy : This work is design-
ed for self-instruction in the Phonographic
art. It contains a complete exposttion of
the system from its simplest principles to the
reporting style,arranged in alternate pages of
exercises and explanations. Paper binding,
$1.00 ; extra cloth,

Pronourarnie Reaner: Companion to Manual,

REPORTER'S COMEANION : A Guids to Verbatim
Reporting. It leads the student from the
Corresponding, or casy Reporting style, to
the briefest style necessary for reporting the
most rapsd speakers. It  contains copious
illustrations ot reporting practice, witha Key;
a Vocabulary of several thousand words with
their Phonographic_forms ; speeches,. cte,y
in reporting style, with a Key. Paper- bin
ing, $1.25; extracloth, - - *

PuonoGRaPHIC DICTIONARY (published 1883) -

Purase Boox: A Vorabulary of Phraseography,
containing over six thousand of the most
commonly used phrases, with their Phono-
graphic forms, . - - - - -

Seconp Reapek: in the corresponding style, -

Pramx TALK : in the corresponding style, -

Revorter’s FirsT Reaper : Exercise with Key,

PuonourarrIc MAGAZINE, Vol. 3¢ inthe co-res:
ponding style, - - - 3.00

PuoxoGRAPHIC MAGAZINE, Vol 3, - -

‘I'his volume contains the Manners Book, in the
corresponding style, now out of print.

$r.35
30

ANDREW J. GRAHAM'S PUBLICATIONS.

FirsT READER, - - . - $2.00
Key 10 FirsT READRR - - - 75
Hanp Book, - . . - - 250
LitTLE TBACHER, - - - - &0
SECOND READER - - - 200
DicTionary, - - 5.75

A New EpiTioN oF THE Synovsts.—Witha series
of beautiful exercises illustrating atl the prin-
ciples of the Brief but Comprehensive and
Clear Text, and with a beautiful Correspon-
dent’s List of Word-Signs, Contractions,
Prefixes, Affixes and Phrase-Sigas—** the
prettiest and clearest List ever produced.”
Priceonly - - - -

A New Epit10i7 oF THE HAND-Book has been
issued with Reading Exercises reproduced,
in very clear and beautiful style, by my pro-
cess (Stereography) Price, $2.50 ; post-paid,

‘Tug Music ScaLg (a valuable aid in learning the
music scale and Transpositions).  Frice 6o
cts. With Journal for year - - .

The Student’s Journal. moathly, -

60}

2.60 :

2.50.]:
2.00 };

MUNSON’S PUBLICATIONS.

Tur CoMrLETR PHONOGRAPHER (thoroughly re-
vised in x87§) pronounced the most perfect
instruction book of Phonocraphy ever pub-
lished - - . -

Tre DIcTIONARY OF [PRACTICAL PHONOGRAPHY
srives the outlines of 65,000 words and names

THE PHRASE-BOOK oF PRACTICAL PHONOGRAPHY
(oublished in Jar.nary, 1879) gives over 5,500
practical and useful phrases,printed in phon- |
ographic sigus ; also rules for phrasing. Pro- "~
nounced by ph aphers the g work _
of Phonbgrqphy ever published. - T

post-paid 20 cts. Each No. contains six col~

umns of shorthand in the Learner’sy. Cor-

résponding and :Reporting Styles - -2
_LONGLEY’s DicTIONARY (published 1883) -, - .

__BENCOUGH'S SHORTHAND ATHENEUM, 20 KING STREET WEST, TORONTO,

T
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