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PREFACE

In prescoting to the public in this the t :nth year of our exis
L :

tencs as a Sacietv cur fourteenth publication we trust that these

letters copied so_carefully by the late lamented Mrs.Curzon, mav throw
many sids lights on the hist ry of the period reforred to. It has

been said that u this ag+ of post J cards, tal rgraphs and t dephones
lotter writing is a lost art; at «il events it wiil he seen that Mrs.
Powcll wiclded a facil. pen We  desire to express  our hearty
thanks to Amilius Jarvis Esq., Turonto, for the photographs l\fnvilix-

presented to us, taken for our Saciety from valuable family portraits
in his possession, also for information explaining some of tl
mncas in the fetbars. We hav+ also to thank \Mrs J E. Wilson for

allowing the picturss of her fat'ier an{ mothor to he cupied to p-

G

yaar here Ve trast that many doscondaats of early ssttlers wiil d
likewiss in l-n ling portraits to |« opied and giving reminiscencs
of those gone hafore that th: mamory of these davs g

gotten
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Leiters of Wrs. Powell 1607-1621

In a blank book of good size and of thin foreign paper are
extracts  from eightv-eight letters from 1807 to 1821 chiefly
dated at York, in the handwriting of the late lnmented Mrs. Curzon,
copied from the Powell papers in the Reference Library, Toronto,
thas headed:

| By permission of the Chief Librarian Toronto Public Library,
Jas. Bain, Jr. Esq., who judged the notss might he useful to me as a
student of Canadian History.

Notes on Publie Affairs taken from private letters by Mrs
Antie Powell, wife of Chief Justics Powell, to her brother, Goores
W. Murray Esq, Merchant, New Yurl:.]

These papers were placed in oy hands by the wish of the
late Miss Cuarzon, whose tragie death we all deplore, andl permission
to print them was obtained by me from Dr. Bain, a1

York, Seer din. 1807,

“It is three weeks sinee ! heard from vou my dearest brotaer

and evervthing which varies from general habit induces me to expect
a speedy knowledge of what 1 most hope or most dread. 1 calealate
the time of wmy hushand’s departure from England, his probable re.
turn from Spain, the ne essary detention in London and perhaps he-
tray my ignorancs in every oue except the first, which from his
letter is certain, whether [ am right or not it engazes mv mind in
expectation of the desired event of his return and disengages it from
dwelling upon thoss actual sufierings <o many exertims have been
made to mitigate and relieve | have enddured nearly  eighteen

months of uncertainty, the first werse horne with tranquillity. for

they were gilded with the most flattering expectations. At the mo
ment these hopss were s dreadfully terminat-d. had the next

¢

-~

N e e —




welve months bheen exposed to v view the Jrospect would bave

d me of all abiiitv to coatend

overpowered my senses, and depriy
with evils of such magnitude, vet although [ bave sufiersd severe
anguish | have also durine this period experienced hiours of cheer-
fulness; not the delichttul <er nity of reflection, and miv attention
has been engaged by foreign onjects and [ have considered it in-
cumbent on me to seek those as the onlv means of enabling me to
perform the active duties imdispensably necessary to my situation
as to e mother of a Loree and he Ipless family and a momber of society
when eve 'V oone oy sht to pe rtorin ther part by s tting « ‘.Ill:]lft'\ Ol
morality and decen =

\|_\ dearest brother, will thes hour arrive witan Lewnm lavy inv
head to my piliow and thank Gold for the rast wation of my hashand
and my son with a warmth of eratitade- cqual to the fervor of thoss
petitions for their pressevation which 1 now offr at the Throne of
Merey?  Suraly if this long looked for event 15 to he awarded | shail
be lost to all sense of gooldness it 1 safi-r murinuring or discontont
to embitter the feclings of those for whom I live My hashand has
an inereased claim vpon my alieetion, friendship and datv, and |
hops the power to reward him for his e THONS to restore iy peices
will accompany a will which met be invariable

When [ forgt what 1 owe to vou my dearest George, may Gol

forget me, and by withdrawing his ]q.u. ction leave me the prev of

greater miseriss than those trom whi-Tuy “fraternal aft - tion has
sought to save me, - | did not w ri:n !.h! week as [ ointended,
the onlyv convevance wis <o sudden § had not time Your neicss are

still on the other side, Evelvn and vour ehild with Johin. Anne with
Mrs. D, at Queenston.  Mres, 1), has haen confined near a fortnicht,

as in the wretehed stats of this o untry as to servants a nistress of a

family  noeds a frienl to superintead, it is oas o mneh as g
nurse, Anne has been enabled by hier attentions in this way  to
return in part the \Ilriv!ll\ acts of kind and considerate friendsh, - we
have for many vears been o the habit of receiving from  Dickson.
I mean they : shoul 1 retarn next week az the Toronto has been in o
very had state and is now patehed up I shall endeavour to send a
small vessel with a decent master for them.

Our Governor is gone down to Kineston. 1 think he is
well out of the way of seeing  the shocking thines with whick  Wil.
cosk's paper as filled I ]lrﬂ" you see it, voa know 4'?|«v'|:‘| of the
ditferent prople here to jude pretey well what is correct Fhe ae-
count of Mr. Thorpe’s trinl 15 perfectly incorrect, and the indecent
manner in which it is detailed would <shock the editors of the Citizen
or Aursra.  The Governor's ahsan-e gives a color to ths ass rtions

ot his heinge called home Lhe arrvival of the Atorney General  will




most hkely show  who s right, the chairman of the mecting who
oftered to remunerate Mre. Thorpe for the Joss of not coing the i
cult knew nothinge of it until he <aqw it in the papers Ihis inan

so lost to decen VY who drives his wite and daughters to suclh come
piany s the decent farmers will not associate with, what can he ex-
pect will he the resalt? ‘

Robert i< ] suppose by this tim= on the \tlantic, God erant our
mother may be indulgsd her wis' to see him,

M= poor Jerry's letter heine ons moaath Jater dat+ than the
one before it mekes one think it ue hims-If is not on the wav another
letter mav be, it Me. Revnolds appheation -

Where can hane [J%Illl l\'-lnl-i bhe cone? 1 oask questions s qf
Von could answer them nest weel, !'ill'tiull e

Grant's wife writes of the veoneral complant of the intla nza.
It seems to bhe considered as an larhinger of some other  contagious
complaint, God forbid the fover should begin its dreadiul ravages

Mary bogs T will not foee-t to offer her duty and dove, she is

makine an apple pudding I wish vou conld <hare it.

Nore. This letter has been

ed rather more fallv than mivht A

necessary tor the purp ose mdieat t the ontset see Poge 1. Lut s aone o
show the exeellent heart avd fine nat of the L v who wrote it The 1o
madnder of the letters are in the same tone nd with v exceptien are sionod

moam iectionate nature,

st tonching stvle, indieative of 4w
Yoour atheet
AY | 1

ister and faithfal friend

York. superseribed in o another

Address, G, W, Muriay, Es

i
hoond, Lewiston, Sept, jol, o

s

Yorg, St Hu, 1805

Your | tters myv d arest hroth « of the 25th and 26th rea hed me

vesterday, they are truly consalatory, my mind for the first time in

many months is completely relieved from the dreadful reflection that
myv darling son was suffering from the acoumulated miseries of fet
ters and closs confinement. 1 now await the tesult with patience,
<scure that a few weeks wjll in all probability asecriain what |
greatly hope, though not without a degree of jear. Indeed vonr
letters were calculated to atiord  me ease and  comfort, and while |
tuink I might have acemnts of My, Povell 1 am willing to aseribe
the delay to events for which | eannot acount I rejotce that vour
citv is vet free from that horeid disease so mach drea vedd, andd hope
sincerely that the hen it arising iroa an un onmonly eald sammer
will he ;"lil-ll to anyv il ettets it ny liive on the produce of the

countrv.  The conplaint affeciing the eves and the head has 1 find
been very general in the Stat s Mr< MeGill has had an attaek
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something like it but | hear of no one else, and hope we shall -escape
it. * ¥ *What should 1 have Leen my beloyed George had vou pos-
sessed that aversion to the pen which marks the characters of soms
of your brothers. My son had languished in prison without the
necessaries of life, and his mother broken hearted laed been unable
10 look forward to the moment of his restoration to his unhiappy
family.

Mr. Powell says Capt  Adams, should he 29 to Carthagena |
trust he may afford a convevanes to the poor prisoner from a slavery
so near its termination. 1 thank vou for vour assurance of obtain-
ing information on a subject of importance to the public

The Governor is at Kingston, on his return, the shamefal and
unfounded assertions in that infamous paper are enocugh to irritate
him to the severest measures —they strike at the public and  private
character —do pray read them and beg Mr. Powell to do so. God
grant he may be arrived.

it is the White Havana Sugar [ wish to have. | shonld like
190 cwt. () or a smali eask of muscovado, that is if the other is not
sent on. Mary is well and will 1 sincerely hope merit vour affe tion,
<he has a pair of beaut:ful Canary birds which with her peachicks
afford her emplovment and amusement.  You do not <ay if they had
heard of Mr. Powell after his arrival in Spain.

[They, refers to the relatives in Norwich, England, Mr<. Powell
and Nor. Murray’s mother and sisters |

.S ] give adollar, or 10 | York Shillings 121 « tx] a gallon for

vinegar. If vou think it can be sent on cteaper | Liould e glad of

a barrel or a Lalf one.

(Here occursa mest tantalizing break of over seven vears,
the period of the war so interesting to us here, L)

York., APk T 1815,
My Dearest Brother

Ever sine s the restoration of peaces has removed the
bar to communication betwern as | have heen anxiously  expecting
intelligence from vou on vour own immediates situstion and that of
those dear friends around vou from whom the ealamities of the Jate
dreadiul state of warfare have so  loawg separated us. hitherto these
hopes and expectaiions have heen fruitless. A few davs’ verv ssvere
illness have determined me to delay no longer to write lest 2 con-
sposition should disable me from ever giving vou the

tinuance of

assurance that no event can alienat: or diminish that afi-ctionate
friendship which has bheen one of the first comforts of my not happy

ebs AR 2 SRS i RN
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life. The scenes in which | have for the last two years been en
gaged will in the event most probable tend to cartail it, they have
certainly served to hasten the infirmities of age and destroyed many
of those hopes and prospects, which if realized would have smooth-
ed my passage to the grave. There is little of comfort now to be

flicted on this once bappy and flourishing colony.

While all correspondence was precluded except such as must
meet the eves of the public 1 could not write for many reasons, it is
unnecessary to dewail them, one is sufficient, you know the former
machinations set on foot aganst my husband, suspicions were raised
and not always removed even by the most conclusive proofs of in-
noeence amongst various characters who have beld the supreme
authoiity here, it was passible that some one might have received
false impressions from those whe imperfectly remembered former
transactions, 10 prevent the most distar t shadow of probability |
thought it incumbent on me to forego all communication with those
friends so dear to me.  Your kindness to my son John was sometime
since acknowledged by his father, the style of that letter originated
from the same necessity, but [ have many fears that it did not reach
you, that your answer has miscarried or that the unavoidable brevity
gave offence when we all longed to express the gratitude we felt
John's habits of pro rastination delayed the remittance of the money
you had so liberally advanced for it was furnished immediately on
his return and it would be a great satisfaction to hear it has been
received by you. To relate all that has befallen us since the bitter
hour in which our correspondence ceased is as impossible as it would
be unprofitable, great indeed must be the change if you have ceased
to feel an interest in our concerns therefore T shall as concisely as
possible give you some idea of cur present situation. The number
of our family has not diminished. My, Powell has enjoyed good
health with the exception of two or three short sttacks of fever.
Had not the late unhappy war existed his circumstances would have
by this time heen perfectly easy but the great exXpenses attending
the most economical mode of living have retarded this most desirable
and long expected event —— Your neices are vet and wili most
likelv continue unmarried. A Very pressing invitation for one of
them to visit their aunt Prodgers has tempted Anne to talk of a
voyage to England. = * =

Evelyn’s constitution i< greaty improved, ever seeking to serve
others she is uciversally heloved. * + *Mary, vour favorite, is chang.
ed beyond description, the loss of flesh and complexion has been in
part the consequence of a complaint in her stomach, from which <he

D
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frequently suffers, but still mor= to inereasing regret for unkindness
to one who merited and 1 believe possessed her best affections—
for many months subsequent to the dreadfal loss we sastained on
the 13th Oct. 1812, 1 feared no time would restore her tranquillity,
the generous bequest of our late lamented friend was a proof of his
regard which she could not but feel a reproach for her capricions
conduct, but these are statements I have never hinted to her—
the good sense she possessed and the vivacity of her feeling rendered
it unnecessary, and the subject is ever carefully avoided.

{This reference was not understood till explained by the kind-
ness of Emilins Jarvis Esq. who states that Miss Mary Powell, who
afterwards married Samuei Peters Jarvis, the son of < Mr. Secretary
Jarvis, was previously engaged to Col. McDonnell, Attorney General
of Upper Canada, and Aid-de-Camp to Sir Isaac Brock. A later
letter refers to this marriage.  J1.C))

| The schools and ‘nanneries of Montreal are animadverted upon
in connection  with sending an orphan grandehild  Mary, to some
school for accomplishménts. |

John Powell since Lid return has lived with his wife and child in
an apartment at Mr. Shaw’s, they are now removed to our immediate
neighborbood and he goes in a few days to see if the ruins of his
dwellirg at Niagars admit of such reparation as will shelter them for
the summer.

Grant, as Surgeon of the Tucorporated Militia, passed the last
campaign on the frontier and caught the Lake fever which thouagh
conquered at the moment has been attended with a very serious liver
complaint, he is just now convalescent, bat 1 fear his constitution has
suffered a shock not Il'u'l.\ to be overcome. He with his wife and
two daughters live in a very comfortable house. The discharge of
the Regiment reduces lns means to £200 per annum, as clerk to the
House of Assembly to which he succeeded after the 27th April, 1813,
when his prrvl-: essor was killed in defence of this post, {Young
Allan \Im-lran] Thus have | given vou an account of us * * #
although it is not indicative of prosperity or comfort, that we have
heen prv-l’\'wl to strugzle through the difficulties which surrounded
us is more than we have frequently anticipated and for which we are
grateful to the Giver of ali Good.  An hour before the intclligence
of Peace reachéd us we had determined to abandon our all here and
seek bread and guietness in the only country that promised to afford
thenm. to that Beloved Country my wishes ever incline and until now




e
I have inlulg-d the Liop « that some effort of fortane  would gratify =
them. 1 no longer losk forward t) sach a possinility * * * [, this
country, probably in this place will be the closing scene — — My
most earnest prayer is for parinission to retain my usefulness to  the
last hour.
April 25th.  The want of convevance has detained this and
I open it to say that | have received vours of the 22nd March on the
24th of this month * * * [ gend this by Kingston, as vel no nearer
to us, if vou will direct vours for me to the care of Major Glege,
Dep Adgt. Gen., Kingston, it will be forwarded immediately by
express,

AT e ey wem,

[ Fhis letter is addressed as ysoal to George W, .\lurra_\'. Esq.,
Merchant, New York, and is marked on the left hand lower margin
“single sheet” on the upper left hand margin_ is written “Ogdens-
hurgh, N.Y., May 13th” and at the right upper margin 34, probably
the amount of postage.  The sheet is lawyer’s foolscap s'ze, unruled
and is written 47 lines of thirtesn words to the page in a small clear
hand, both the tap and bottom fold of the paper on the a ldress page
s closely written upon, the manner of folding letters admitting of
this economy. The fetter was wafered but a great blotch of  red
sealing wax upon the same spot indicates opening which may have
been done by the writ -r herssIf. as shown by the surinking of the
wafar in doing it having Leen steamed soft to open for last words. |

[#th Latter|
YorK. Jrse 3o, 1515,
My Dearest  cother
I have bheen greatly at a loss to account for vour
silance an . vegan to fear that the circuitous route | was obliged to
adopt for my letters had Leen an unsaic one.  Yours of the Ist has
just reached m» in a cover from Mr. Clarke and s-ts my mind at rest
respecting the fate of the first. 1 will hope a few davs longer will
ascertain that of the last and 1 <hould have waited had I not heen «
desirous to lese no time in saving that the post to Niagara had been e
re-established, therefore letters to me directed to the care of Thos :
Dickson, Esq., Queenston will meet with neither delay nor danger ,'
¥ ® % This information  (private) and the difficulty of a passage to )
Quebee had decided Anne to relinquish her intention of going to
Englawd that way.
You ask the distance from Kingston to this place, it is 140 i ;
miles, but except on horse back the roads are impassable for travel- ! '
ing. The American Vessels are constantly passing up and down.
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# * % Mr. Powell came from Niagara this morning, where be has
been for som - days distributing relief to the sufferers in the war.”

(In the list of houses burned at Niagara the name of John
Powell referred to in last letter does not appear. The money distri-
buted was raised by the Loval and Patriotic Society, of which
Bishop Strachan was the Secretary. . C.)

foth l.«-ttrr|
Yorg, Avcust 23kn, 1815,

| This letter expresses great anxiety at long and unexpected
silence, says letter of latter end of June, was forwarded by Mr.
Dickson with “the Post” at Lewiston with assurance of enquiry for
any which came to me by that convevance] * * *

This letter may I long on its way # * * jsgiven to a son of
Dr. Kerr, whose journey is in s=arch of health [asks Mr. Murray’s
kind attention to Mr. Walter Kerr, who may have to go further
southward than N.Y. * * ® deplorss inability t» assist a relation]
but the recommencement of European contest continues to reduace
our ability to procure even the decencies necessary to our station in
life, nor can we look forward to the desired period when this raduc-
tion will ceass to distress us * * * Mr. Powell left us five days ago
1o take the Eastern Circuit which will be a very long one, John
accompanies him, the derangement in his means of subsistence re-
yuires the aid this temporary office affords him —indeed | see no
chance oi recovering from the unfortunate events of the last thiee
vears * ¥ 7 It is said that our good Governor (Gore) and Mrs.
Gore are on their way from England but dissappointment has so
frequently attended our best grounded expectations that we are fear-
ful of encouraging the hope of an event so desirable # * % You will
have seen in the papers the death of our respected friend Mr. Cart.
wright, bis valnable life fell a victim to that cruel complaint which
carried to the grave his four hopeful children, his only surviving
daughter is married to a Captain in the Royval Navy, Capt. Dobbs, a
very fine young man, but whose heaith precludes all hope of a long
life, of his three sons the eldest is consumptive, the other two above
ten vears of age are not free from the threatening of that drea-iful
malady, but we have hopes that Mrs. Cartwright will remove to this
place and that change of air may check the progress of a diseass that
seems inherent
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[6th Letter]
Yorg, OctoBer 131, W15,

My Dearest Brother

Two pages and a half of family news concerning
chiefly tae illness of Mr. Murray’s son, John, of consumption and the
baseness of an elder brother, who while apparently a wealthy man
neglected to aid his mother and other members of the famiiv who
had aright to expect him to doso] * * * | have a thousand things
to say in which self is concerned —the Governor is arrived, well and
friendly as ever, we owe to him the bilitv to support the late disas-
trous times, the timely natore of his influence at home gained for my
husband the means to get rid of difficulties that would almost have

X overwhelmed us.  An evil is now with the officers of the King's
Government hanging over us—the seat of Govt. is to be removed to
Kingston bat it is too great an undertaking to be accomplished this
winter—we are to have remuneration for unavoidable losses but vet
the decision is a sad distraction to the comforts of those who have
heen devoting many years to the improvement of their possessions—
for myself 1 am perfectly resigned to the measure, the few years be-
fore me render it unimportant where they are passed, and the hope
of my remains reposing beside one of lamented children is consola-
tory to my feelings of everlasting regret.

L X Eal ani "_\A"g .“

[A Letter from Miss Anne Powell, the eldest daughter of Judge
Powell to her uncle, Mr. G. W. Murray. ]

|Tth Letter]
Yorg, Noveuser 1lru. 1815
If this were the first tim= | had address:d yvou my dear uncle
since the communication has heen open between us * * * When |
last wrote to you I fully expected to see you in a few weeks, how-
ever papa applied for leave to go home and of course | gave up all

s idea of any other protection he was disappointed but not haif
so much as I was for by that means I lost the chance of going in “ =
company with my old friend Maiv Cartwright. now Mrs. Dobbs o
[wife of Capt. Dobhs of 1812 fame]. -~
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: To Geo. W. Murray, Broadway, N.Y.
. [ty Miss Mary B. Powell| « J
: Yori. Jasvary S, 1816,
|
|
I
|
|
\
t
E
.

My Dear Uncle = {
¥ ® % Mama's sudden derermination to take Mary to ]
school to N.Y. has thrown us all into a little bustle, Mary [one of !




S | (-

two fatherless grand-daughters of Judge Powell] * will I am sure all
ways find in you and my aunt George interested friends who will
soon make New York a second home to her % * % [ hope nothing
may prevent Janie's [Miss English] taking her as a boarder * * =
[sundry warnings against certain relations follow] 1 hope yvou will
not think T mean to dictate by writing thus, nor when [ say that
could T prevent it sie should never go to a Presbyterian Church and
except for some particular reason to none but Grace Church ——
and never to any of an evening, I may be fanciful but [ cannot
think such a rule could be a disadvantage.

* (This refers to the children of W, Dummer Powell, one of
the ten members of the first Law Society of U.C,, a letter of whom
from Queenston in 1801 to Col. Robert Nelles at Forty Mile Creek
(Grimshy) is in possession of the Society. This returns thanks for
forwarding their escape in an elopement with Sarah Stevenson to
Niagara, where they were married by Rev. Ront. Addison. W, ).
Powell died in 1803, as shown by entry in St. Mark’s register, while
his wife lived to 1834, as shown by tombstone in St. George's
Cemetery, St. Catharines. J. C))

[8th Letter|
Janvary 6y, 1815,
Favoured by the Hon and Rev. Dr. Strachan
My Dearest Brother
From your ietter to Anne, received the Ist [ have
some hope this may meet vou at Utica, where Dr. Strachan has
promised to inguire for you. You will hear from him of my intended
journey, * ¥ * to induce our dear jane English to take our httle
Mary under her charge.  Mr. Powell had consented to my placing
her at Quebec * * *  There were and are objections, all will he
done away with if I am able to accomplish my present wishes, * % =
Mrs. Grant Powell and her children accompany me to Albany, from
Buffalo to that place we go unprotected except by a careful and dis-
creet servant, neither Mr. Powell nor Grant can be spared and 1 am
too old and gmul a traveller to feel anv apprehension from this
vircamstance,

l!‘ﬂl I Hvr'
Niew Yorg, Frertary 2nd, 1816,

[From Mrs. Powell in New York where she Laa gone expecting
to see Mr. Murray but he had left for Utica just as she arrived ——
Great disappointment. |
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[1oth Letter)

2 Miles from Black Rock. . -
Fie. 26Tn, 1816. -
My Dearest Brother :
I arrived here a few minutes ago in the hope of i
crossing the St. Lawrence | Niagara] this evening but I find no means s
of doing so, indeed were 1 to proceed the wind and the snow would
probably prevent the hoat from going over. My journey has heen [
entirely on wheels, of courss fatiguing enough * * # the road from £ i
Canandaigaa to ths Genessse River was dredfal, we wore ten hours g
travelling it excepting the time taken to mend the stage which broke K i
down in the midst of th> worstrord. T hal the pleasure to deliver ‘f :

tha letters to De. Oadsrdonl.

{11th Letter]
York, Maren 15y, 1816
My Dearest Brother
From mx lettor of the  5th, writt-n at Quesnstoin to
our sister W. you would find that T had proceeded thus far without
accident * * * | then tried to escape the bad roads which were
declared almost impracticahle by crossing ina vessel the next day,
you will supposs that 1 was not = little surprised at the sight of Mr.
Powell about 11 at night, who had left York at 12 the day hefore,
the Equinox had so alarmed him that ail difficulties as to his ab
sence and hazardoas travelling were speedily overcome and nothing :
could satisfy him but that his presence and attendance was necessary
to ensure my safety.  He most certainly judged correctly as to the
uncertainty of the navigation for a change of weather detained
the ve-sel five days at Fort Ceorge, and the heavy easterly gale
which brought her over prevented all communication with her for
twenty-four hours after she anchored to the west of the Garrison,
while 1 on the 8th at noon was rejoicad by seeing my children well
and receiving the co-gratulations of my friends.
Mr. Powell is likely to suffer from a little excursion a few " -

.

miles out of town, where he took Mrs. J. Powell and little Anne to o
see Mrs. Claus.  The horses ran away and Mr. Powell's lex was e
hurt, : "
The Kindness of our excallent and warm friend. the Governor, 3
has hren exerted to ssrve myv husband, at his desire the Lgislature :
now in sassion have voted $1000 to remunerate him for extra Judi. :
cial services in settling land claims which occupied much time and = S ;
were a laborious business som» vears ago, this sum will about over ! :
com» the perplexities resulting from the late war. and we have ’ }
‘ »
R
=
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reason to hope that reward for the services of a lif: of which a great
portion has been spent devoted to promotz the good of the colony
will not stop here, but of this nothing is certain * * ¥ The most
perfect confidence prevails between the Governor and the Legisla-
ture, of this they have given every proof by ordering £3000 to his
Excellency for the purchasz of plate. Anne is with Mrs. Boaltin,
who has a little danghter.

[12th Letter]
YOoRK, -1PrIL 2614, 1816.
My Dearest Brother
[Concern about the increasing illness of Mr. John
Murray| * * *

John is inhabiting his ruins (in Niagara) and doing his best to
make them tolerable for his wife and children who go over next
week.,  When remuneration is made we will be enabled to rebuild,
in the meantime he and Grant have the addition of $100 per annum
added to their salaries.

(Signed) Anne Powell,
who is this day 61 vears of age.

[13th Letter]
York, Mav 9ru. 1816.
[This is entirely occupied with family affairs and the little girl
at school, but speaks of Mr. Powell's (Judgs) departure for England
with his eldest daughter, Anne.|

[14th Letter]
York, May 25TH, 1816

My Dearest Brother

* % % 1 had anticipated the satisfaction of hearing
of the travellers [Mr. P. Miss A. P. Mr. John Murray, the sick son,
he died in England] by the Toronto which took Major Hatton to
Sackett's Harbour, thatthey had reached Albany. Mr. C. writes
me from Montreal that L+ had letters from Mr, P. while there
(Albany). I send the order to Senor and Maitland * % % It seems
Capt. Phelan came on the Niger to N, Y.

ll:')th Leter]
Yoerk, June 121n, 1816,

My Dear Brother
* * ¥ Young Charles writes that his father by bueing
thrown out of his chaise had his right thigh broken and Mr. Astley
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Cooper had set it * | am suffering from rhewmatism, hope the
warm weather, if ever we have any, may relieve mes. This is the
fiast day we have sat without a fire. all the fruit in the country is
destroyed, the grain is much injured and no prospect of hay. * * *
Mr. Dickson lives at Queenston but he always sends over for the
letters [to Lewiston] therefore the best direction is to him at Lewis-
ton, Connty of Niagara, N.Y. [If directed to Queenston it is a
chance but they go to Butiiloc .

{Superscription marked “double sheet” in Mr. Murray’s received
S0th.  Letter enclosing one for Mr. W. D. P. and forward:d by ship
Edward to Liverpool.  Lop line Lawiston 2)th June. $1.00 postag.
to England included probably.]

| 16th Letter]
York, Juiy 9ru, 1816,

My Dear Drother

= F % [ Matters relating to little Mary and the coex-
traordinary interference  of her aunt in the arrangements mad» with
Miss English before sue left for England] * * * They know and you
are fully aware that nothing vut a permanent benefit to the |ast
objects of my poor Wiliiam's earthiy solicitude

Enclosure forwarded by ship Magnet to Liverpool 1 oz. $1.00.

[17th Letter]
Yorg, Juny 3lsr, 1816,
My Dearest Brother

[ Domestic affairs| * * * | think Mr. Powell will he
home in about two months, tae Govt, is v sry anxious for his arrival
and I halieve feols his abssnes greatly.  Nothing can b mors

friendly and attentive than both His Ex rellency and Mrs. Gore, * *
conviction that it procecds from friendly regard for me and mine.
Indeed we ove the Governor so much, % % Mary's sister Anne
would have written Lier an account of the Ball and Supper to be
given at the Govt. House tomorrow night and to which Mrs. Gore
has invited me to take h.r % * * The season has heen Very un-
propitious, the weather though tolerably fine is not seasonable. We
hegin to look with less dread of consequences if it pleases God to
grant us a dry harvest, although the late frosts nludruy:-nl a good
deal, the crops ave in many places abundant

[Nupe-rs(-rilu-:l' Packet forwarded pr ship Importer to Liverpool
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[ 18th Letter|
York, Avarst 1Htn, 1816,

My Dearest Brother

Mr. Hogan offers to forward letters to you by privats
hand. * * * | have not heard from you of the arrival of the
Minerva Smith at her distant post whether that was London or
Liverpool. The Governor says she is a Liverpool trader. It is now
thirteen weeks since they sailed and 1 look with great anxiety to
to-morrow’s post. % * * | wrote yvou the last of the month by Mr.
Crane who had offered to take letters of ths Goveraor. * * * John
goes the Western Circuit with the Chief Justice and by so doing
gives room for a visitor, Miss Eliza Powell, for their “ruins” are too
seanty to admit an addition to the family circle when he is at home.
The claims for remuncration of losses are gone home and if they are
granted he will be enabled to lodge his family more c,nmfurtnhlv but
the prevailing system of economy may pvrlmps interfore. H.mppll\'
our fears of want are f.ulmg away, favourable weather and the prom-
ising appearan e of the grain encourage the expectation of an abuand-
ant harvest and we may be indalged in good wheaten bread, a lux-
ury w: had scarcely dared to .I.nti(i[hltc* the overfiow of merchandisc
is here cump.lr.ttwel\ as great as with vou, of course every descrip-
tion of British manufacture and every fun-lqn article is cheaper than
ever was known: and as the increass of importation exceds that of
population we shail experiencs a  favorable diffsren - in our ex-
penses of living — — an:d we have need of it.

If Mr. Powell does succeed in the object of his vovage we may
look forward to a tolerable competonce for our futurs lives, if he
fails we have been so accustomed to suit our living to our circum-
stances that we may be as well content: the almost certain conviction
that the government will never permit its faithfu! servants to suffer
want will assist to support our spirits anler the unavoidable
infirmities of age.

Has Capt. Phelan paid the promised visit (at Norwich), by a
change of regiments he may be stationed at this post * % % a ro-
mantie visionary character ¥ * * he is too eccentric for a desirable
neighbor, other ways % ¥ % a pleasure to see the daughter of my
sister.

[19th Letter]
York, AvovsTt 200, 1816
My Dearest Brother
[Expoessing mach solicitude with regard to Mr.
Murray's health] I do not know what other medical men
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there are in Norwich but 1 have the greatest confidence in the skill
and attention of Mr. Martineau, whose uniform frienIship for my
father's daszendants will sscurs his best ex rtions.  * * " [ think
Mr. P. is now on his way out, the Parliam=nt was sitting of course,
the public offices were not deserted and as a public and domestic
man he knews his own importancs too well to delay his return an
hour longer than necessary.  Eliza goes to Niagara to-day. The
Captain of the Toronto has just called to receives his orders from her
and she has concluded to sail at sunset. Nothing can exceed the
Governor’s and Mrs. (3's kind attention to every circumstance which
c2n contribute to our comfort. Greatly do we dread military in-
fleence and as traly hope that no temptation will induce the Govern-
ment to place us under its control, hut such is the present system
that those who wish it frequently report its probability * * ¥ [ De-
plores serious disaster to relatives in commerce].  Again [ wish you
were all in this country where the commercial sscurity  compensates
for the tardiness of accumulating wealth.  * ° * S (. has made a
very bandsome nortion, is now gone to France and returns to marry
into one of the ' st families at Quebec indeed in proportion to the
population, the wate war has made as many fortunes in thes- prov-
inces as it has marred in the U. S, % * * \[p Hogan promised to
send my packet (for England) from Utica, he was much liked here
and may be induced to fix in one of the provin es.

[ 20th Letter]
York, Seprevper 18, 1815,
My Dearest Brother
I bad flattered myssIf that by this time | should have
been enabled to announc:- to you Mr. Powell's safe arrival at his own
humble dwelling and was geeatly disappointed when the Toronto
returned yesterday with letters for the Governor by the July packet
and I received neither ietters from nor intelligence of my hushand,
We have seen that the Courier and the Pacific had arrived at New
York in tolerably short passiges from Liverpool and as Mr. Powell
on the 12th July had reason to imagine the next day’s interview
with Mr. Goulburn would conclude his business. I was surely not
unreasonable in supposing that he would he ready to embaik on the
26th the day it is said the Jatter sailed. | thank you for veur kind
congratulations: the ohject attained would he valuable could it have
been secured withont the expense and fatigue of a personal applica-
tion:—however, independent of the emoluments (which when com.
pared with increased demands are scarcely a consideration) it was a
point of henour to solicit that which has long heen consid swed the
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just reward of a life of exertion for the good of the colony: —but
there is another point of view in which it 15 more gratifying to me: —
the Governor's strong recommendation of the measure is a proof of
his confidence in the taients and integrity of a man who at one
period was held up to him as undeserving of his regard or esteem
and the consideration that it gives a claim to a respectable support
when age and infirmity may incapacitate him for his arduous duties,
serve to cheer the present moment and remove apprehension of
future want.

[21st Letter]
York, Ocroner 711, 1816
My Dearest Brother
= % % The Chief Jastice was taken very ill on the
circuit and unable to hold the Niagara Assizes —Mr. Powell s
therefore obliged to do this duty and leaves this on Friday. 1 sup-
pose he told vou that Mr. Scott{Chief Justics) returns with a pension
of £800 per annum, he is perfectly satisfisd with the arrangem-nt
and I can traly say that looking forward to a similar provision is

more satisfactory than the present elevation and increassd salary {to
the Speakership of Leg Assy. at salary of £400 per annum| indeed
the latter is scarcely equal to increased expenses for in many in-
stances we must depart from the svstem of cconomy which has
saved us from ruin,

l'.".'nll |.1'"v'l'}
Yori, Ocroser 2711, 1816.
[ Al family news, Mr. Dicison, Niagara, is mentionsd as our
very great friend. |

[23rd Letter]
Yorg, Novemuer 29, 1816,
{Complains that letters entrusted Me, ¢ Shaw and & parcel all
to be deliversd at New York appear to have been only partly  distri-
buted. Mr. P. onjected to sending letters ote. by this gentleman,
regarding him as most carejess |

| 24th Letier]
[ Refers to iliness of Mr. Murrav's son |
1 bave just written te Grant who lives in the countre, the sad




account, the event will distress though not surprise him. his opinicn
has been long decided.

|25th Letter]
Yorg, Jaxvary 200y, 1817,
{Comforts the father (Mr. G. Murray) on the loss by con-
sumption of his son John, who had been sent to England the pre-
vious vear for his health to his father's mother and sisters in Norfolk.
The voung man appears to have started for the south of France to
spend the winter but was detained on the coast, where he died. A
very pious, wise and affectionate leiter.]

[ 26th Letter]

Yorg, Fesrvary 24y, 1816,

Taisis the sitting of the [, ‘gislature and there is every prol-
ability of its being a long session. An allowan-e was made for the
Speaker of the Upper House, and this onligss us to give
twice a wark, the party always consists of 16, so you mav
we have a continual tax upon our time.
adds to the trouble, the 14th was one

dinners
imagin +

The severity of the season
of our days and the ther-
nomeatar was ° (helow z#ro) the combined art of the family could
not make the house warm, and the provisions were almost frozen by
the fireside. An accident has added five children te our family,
Dr. Strachan’s house caught fire on Saturday and though it was not
wholly destroved rendersd uninbabitable.  Mrs. Strachan is an a
visit to her mother at Cornwall and we have taken the children in
till their own dwelling is repaired * * % g,,4 children, the young-
est about 18 months old, the good Doctor has been unfortunate, this

is the second dwslling houss hesides his school house which has
neen burned.

I;':':I l.r"'-rl

Yors, Magcu, 2ith, 187

[Privats matters] * * * Am qaite well and have

only to complain of the difficalty of giving dinners twice a week

and the little chans» of my heing relieved by the prorozation

of the Legislature. The members like the good things of the
m :tropolis ton well to leave them

[28th lm"v'r.!

Yorx, \rx 13th. =17,
My Dearest brother

A percon of the name of Jones who is a saddler in
the town goes to N. Y and affords m= an opportunity  of <end-

A
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ing to your care a parcel for England. * * # The delays in the
comn wmication by Quebec are so great, at this season of the
vear } rticularly. * * * We have bad as vet no account
of the a.-ival of the January packet. * * * A dinner to the
Bench aana he Bar in the first day of Term fully occupied me the
last post da, 1 am gladto say our bustle is over for the
present.  The Governor prorogued the House of Assembly on
the 7th and th long detention here made it desirable to the
members to retu 1 with all expedition to their different employ
ments  Jobn Pouv-+il was amongst those most anxious to re-
turn to his hamble o comfortable dwelling which consists but
of two rooms and a kitcc., e former dwelling place having
been burned but fortunately for him the detached puildings es
caped the conflagration This gentleman’s son was coming to
attend Mr. Strachan’s school, not one of that description fit for
a boy of hisage at Niagara A Mrs. Goodman was intending
to come from Quebec with a staff of teachers to conduct a school for
females. [The writer objects to sending her grand-daughter
because there ean in this place bLs no distinction of classes: this

objection does not arise from aristocratic pride, but from the
conviction that the vulgar habits of home are more likely to be-
come contagious than to receive correction by example]

[29th Letter]
Yorg, June 2 1815,
My letters are always by the packet and
enclosed in the Govt. despatches and, by some absurd  arrangement
go first to Quebec, the movements of the post from there are
shamefully tardy, so much so that the Governor gets his private
letters direct from New York three weeks bhefore the official
ones from Quebee, | am sorry to say that His Excellency and
Mrs. Gore leave us in a few dayvs for Engiund, he has obtained
leave of absence and they mean to take their passage from New
York when [ most truly hope vou will see those friends whose
loss we shall severely feel. 1 shall perbaps write by Mrs Gaore.
The Governor has been much and seriously indisposed within the
last month. ¥ * * We are sitting by the fireside and a few
nights ago all the early vegetables were destroved by frost.

It is impossible to describe the confusion of this house., We
have added a story which gives us five bed chambers and a draw.
ing rooin, the size of the dining room. The Carpenters are thkis
day laving the floors and we are covered with dust and stunned
with noise
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[30th Letter] =
York, Juxe 9. 1817 . -
My Dearest Brother &
As the ship is arrived which convevs the Gov. g
ernot_and Mr< Gore to Sackec's Harbour I bave no time to Jose ¢
in availing myself of the opportunity to write tho it will be per- 4

haps but a few lines. Oar friend Lt.-Col. Cofiin, Adjt. Gen. of
Militia, accompanies His Excellency across the lake and I hope
0 N ¥ * &8 g sood Caloasl though not one of the m ost :
animited is one of the best and most honourable of men: hi<
greatest pleasure is  the ability to do an act of kindness and his
fiiends not unfrequent ¥ upbraid him with too great facility 1o
sacrifice his own interests to promote that of others. You are
a prrsonal stranger to the Governor and Mrs. Gore bat [ think
when vou do see them, both vou and my sister will cease to
wonder at the regret their Geparture  excites in this limited
circle: however, itis to be hoped that they may be induced to
return to a Province where they will be ever remembered with
the most grateful regard. ¥ * % (Cql. Coffin will 1 am sure
take charge of anvthing for us. 1 wish there were anvthing
worth sending * * % There is 2 Mr. Roberts arrived  from
England with very respectable recommendations and is seeking for a
hous fitfor a schosl, = *

“- - e B

Joist Lot -r}
Yorg, Juiy Trn
|Private] * « =
The season except a few davs has bheen so cool that warm
clothes were necessary. It is now perfectly summer and we are
cheered by prospects of abundant crops. We paid Jast vear S$46
a ton for hay, we might now contract for it at ten * * This is
the first day of Term and scon after it concludes \Mi. Powell wili
‘w(in the cire uit.

J32nd Letter]

York. 26th Joy, 187 !
My Dearest Brother

s

If Mrs Gallazher has reac hed N V. before this she
will tell vou of the hurried visit paid to us by herself.  Mrs. G. and .
Olivia * Our neices (Mrs. G. and Olivia) Mr. Powell leaves this :
o n the 6th Aug. for the Eastern Cire mt * * Mrs. Cartwright is on !
a visit to Dr. Strachan. she lonks il bt her Spirits are gond: a
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change of climate is recommended for her and her twins who are
threatened with a malady so fatal to her numerous family. 1 think
she will take them to Ireland with her daughter and son-in-law
Capt. and Mrs. Dobbs.

[331d Letter]
York, Avc. 12th.

My Dearest Brother

* # ® % Mr. Powell ison the Circuit: you will be
surprised to hear thai I was gratified with a visit from our friend
Mr. Clarke of Montreal, which though buta few hours was a
satisfation whick I had never dared to contemplate: he came up
with the Commissary General, dined with wvs, went to Niagara,
returned on the steam boat, staid a few hours and returned to
Kingsten. Mr. Powell went by the same convevance and by
that means had the pleasure of his society, which was denied to
me: vou will readily imagine that we neither recognized the other,
the loss of teeth and complexion prevented my immediately knowing
my first Canadian friend, and vou know the change effected on yvour
sistzr by the long term of twenty eight years during which pzriod
her couch has not been strewed with roses * # * *

I hear nothing from Col. Coffin but think the steamboat to-
morrow will either bring him, or tidings of him. [ am the more
anxious to see him that we may learn what foundation the editor
of the Albany Argus could have for the disgraceful paragraph re-
specting oar Governor, I know the impstuosity of his Excellency's
temper but cannot think it would lead him to merit the epithets so
liberally or rather so illibsrally bestowed upon him: the more so
as Mrs. Gore's unbounded influence is always exerted to calm undue
irritation ¥ * = We sat by a good fire the Sth and 9th of August.

[34th Letter]

Yorg, Ava Rst, 1817

My Dearest Brother
Mr. Powell is on Cirenit still but lamenting that he
had been persuaded that the bLusiness of the Court would occupy
an unusual long period: by which means he has taken three weeks
longer time than necessarv. John is with bim and he says will
make a very profitable circuit as independent of liberal allowance
for travelling expenses  the Clerk of Assize bas fees upon ail Court
fauses.
I have letters from our sister by the June packet * * * a
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contestea election has kept them all alive and she expresses much
satisfaction at the proof it has given “that the influence of the Nor-
folk Democrat | William ( ‘obbett] is less extensive than he and his
friends have anticipated.”

There is in the London papers eight o'clock in the morning
an account of a new Governor appointed for this Provinece. Such
intailignce mast b» prematare as the Goverament will ba Mr. Gora's
as long as he chioosss to retain it, the only possible foundation for
this report may he a promise of the succession to Sir Peregrine
Mauitland if our Governor will accept  of an equivalent at home,
this is all be can desire and although his loss will he s:riously regret-
ted by his friends and ali the well affected in the country, it would be
selfish in them to wish he should loss an opportunity of securing per-
minent and more advancag-ous emplovinent.  Amongst his earliest
friends and connexions we shall feel his loss, perhaps the more from
his successor being a military man: few of that profession are well

(caleulated for the duties of civii government. The gentleman named
has jately married a daughter of the Duke of Richmond, her father
i1s 4 strange man * °

We are gratifisd with a prospact of au abundant seasonand |
think our whose family will he furnisied this year with the produce
of the country with as< fittle money as our hors s cost.

[55th L tter]
York, Noveuser ?xp. 1817

My Dearest Brother

Yours by Mr. 119hinson eam= to hand Jast evening as the delay
of the steamboat had detained him ten dayvs at Kingston, A thous.
and thanks to vou for it and for the kind attention our voung friend
received during the few days he  remained in your city, he is
considered by us as a voung man of uncommonly good talents and
will in all likelihood be the head of the Bar in this Provinee, a dis
tinction to which his lenour and integnity  fully  entitles
him and it will ever he a satisfaction to me to reflect that Mr. Powell
has been the means of bringing him forward for the benefit of the
Provines, {Afterwards Chisf Justice Robinson . )

[46th L tter)
v

Yerg, Noveuner 23rn. 18§

My Dear Brother
Mr Croo'shank called vesterday to sav he leaves this
to-morrow ior New York and kindly offered to he the hearer of any
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lotters.  Mr. Powell therefore avails * # *  We were surprised a
fortnight since by the marriage of Miss Crookshank to Dr. Macau.
lav. Mrs. M. you may remember to have seen just going to Quebec
when you were here.  She died and left a large and voung family, of
whom Miss C. has consented to receive a legal right to protect: it
is for them a most happy oeccurrence and [ trust her meritorious
motive for hecoming Mrs. M. will meet its reward not only in the
consciousness of having done right, bat in the enjoyment of domestic
tranquillity.  She has long lived in the possession of every elegant
indulgence the world can give and was secured from losing them.
Mrs. MeGill must feel the loss of a sister whose cheerful activity
rendered her essential to the comfort of the family. * # * [ have
not written sines we heard from the Governer of his intended resig-
nation on the 1st Oct. I am truly grieved at the determination, in-
deed his frienls are only consoled for their loss by the conviction of
his being ampiy provided for at home: their rich and expensive
furniture is now selling, few articles are in my means to purchase,
vou may judge of the rest when [ tell youthat a Library Table of
Rosewood left with us to take care of is 48 Guinesas. The dining
tables are 72 guin=as and everything in proportion It gives Dr.
Strachan an opportunity of furnishing his most elegant mansion which
isthe handsomest and largsst hous: in the Provincs, ours, more
humble but more suitable to myv wants and wishes is not fittad for

such expensive luxuries. *

l:'v‘l-fll l.(‘ttt-r]
York, Ocrozer 19rn. 1817
My Dearest Brother

Recites a sa:d case of desertion of a young woman by
her hushand and the fact that twins were born later, a little one of
1wo vears their eldest child  Poor woman helped on por way to
connections in New York who would send her home to her father a
«Coal Mster” on the Tham:sand of course known to many ship-
mates.  Deplores poor woman's helpless fate and s:nldsa letter by
lier to Mr. Murray, proceeds thus] A soviety was yesterday estab-
lished wpon the basis of the original Scots Society, now termed the
Friends to Strangers, the first donation was to this unfortunate
woman. Eliza was requested by Dr. Strachan, the Treasurer, to
give $30 to her as the first donation of a society formed by her
erandfather, no compliment could be more grateful to mv filisl rev.
erence.  Eliza and Mary with Col. Coffin stood spousors  to the poor
infants and this circumstancs adls to the interest we take coacern.
ing her, Mrs lrvin: *# * Mr. Wood anl Mr . Crooskshan are
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going in a few days to N.Y ., on their wav to England, we have had 3 =
very severa frost but expect the Indian Summer will give us a few i .
woeks of fins waather hafore winter e
r
[38th Letter| :
YORrk, Decrvper 22xp, 1817,
.

My Dearest Brother
Mother’s heaith isdeclining fast.  Letters from Nor- ‘ '
wich to this effect as late as 30th Sept, [Mrs. Irvine s:ems not to
have delivered the letter entrusted to her for Mr. Murray. Mrs.
P. accounts for it * * * (he might have met her worthiess hus-
band and been obliged to submit to his control] * « * Mr. Crook- :
shank took long lettess % * * We hear that Charles Shaw and his :
wife spend the winter in your city. The October mail brings com-
missions or rather appointments to Mr. Boulton as Judge and Mr.
Robinson as Attorney-General. It is a great advancement for a
voung man of 26, the situation is about £ 1800 stg. per annum.

- .- -
-—

|50th Letter] :
Yorg, 26th Jax, 18IS

[Family matters.  Praises a nephew for having er-
ected a stone or mural tablet with Very appropriate inscription
over the remains of *-our lamented John™ Mr. Murray's only son|
* % * The late grievous news from England caused a universal shoe' ;
to the people of the Province and doubtless throughout the whole
British domains: it is a great national as weil as domestic calam:ty: :
that heart mast bs hardened whih doss not sympathizs with the '
survivor, rare and pa.fect domestic happiness subsisted letween the :
Royal Pair: it isalmost a solitary instance of a connexion in that
rank of life being formed upon principles of affection and the choice
of the parties: as a national loss it cannot bs estimated. Mav Heaven
avert the evils threatensd by the unexpoacted visitation. | This event

s0 much (irplurwl was the death of the Princess Charlotts of Wales, : —_
the only clnld of the Prince Regant ( Georgas 4th) and the Princess : 3
of Brunswick (Queen Caroline) s<he was married on the 2nd May, =
1816, to Leopold, Duke of Saxony, and Prince Saxe Cobourg and } -
died in childbed the following vear. Princess Charlotte was heir to
the throne of Englaad after the father's death] * * The Legis- 2
lature meets the Zth Feb. and my cazes hegin, .
- i
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[t0th Letter]
York, Fen. 2xn, 1818.
My Dearest Brother

#* % ¢ had 1 not wished to introduce to you Mr.
Askin, of Detroit, the son of a gentleman whom while he lived we
were in habits of intimacy and whose family have conferred various
ebligations to us. I believe Mr. Askin is in doubt whether he pro-
eeeds to Ireland or returns here.  An estatz at Strabane, in that
country has fallen to him but some difficulty has arisen respecting
the legality of those marriages where the ceremony was performed
by the officer commanding at the post, and he will be guided by the
opinions on this subject: he is an excellent young man * * * [The
orphan nieces at school in N.Y are expected to remember Mr. A,
as the brother of their kind friend Mrs. MeRKee probably the wife
of the Indian Agent at Detroit]

Grant's [ Powell] annual duty commences on —— and a few weeks
finishes the emplovment for which he gets $1,200 per annum. It is
certainly great remuneration  for brief attention, bat it is not  saifi-
cient for his support and as he has declined practice [medical] in his
profession he is endeavouring to obtain some addition: the citiiculty
of doing this is more obvious to others than limself for his fathers
situation preveats him  from  making those exertions to sive his
children which he has done heretofore * ° = % The Govirnor
writes that it is supposed Sir  Peregrine Maitland will be  his  suc-
cessor his lady is daughter to the Duke of Richmond and  nisce to
Lady Bathurst. 1 hope their high rank will not induce them to
consider the inhabitants of the Wilderness as an inferior race  of
heings: we have heen so long accustomed to the condes=en ling  kind-
ness of our regretted Governor and  his excellent lady that ressrve
and hauteur would be ill received, however, we will hope that the
higher the better bred. # * * Lmproved health of Mrs. Cart-
wright and all the family except Capt Dobbs, who has never recover-
ed a blow he received in the attack on Fort Erie.

fi1st Letter]
York, Makrcn Ist, 1818
AT Dearest DBrother
Wrote nearly o month ago by Mr. Chas Askins sent
letter to him at Queenston find he has not vet left.  Riceived the
children’s letters from Mr. Creighton who s:nt them from Fort

Leorge * Mr. Bethane, the clergvman from Brockville, was re.
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turning in a comfortable sleigh and Anne availed herself of such a
favourable opportunity to pay her visit to Kingston the only moder-
ate days between 29th Jan. and 26th  Feb. Never have we known
such a season, the day vou say the thermometer was ° (zer0) it was
with us 2 at eight o'clock in the morning * * * \Mr. Chewett is
very ill. I fear there are small hopes of his recovery.

[42nd Letter]
York, Arrir Ist, 1818,

My Dearest Brother

Mary is just gone down to see Mrs. Joulton
who had a little daughter born on the 26th * * Mr. Robinson is
Attorney-General: his lady presented him with a son on the 27th,
Mrs. R.is wonderfally will hat ths infant is pany * *  With the
exzeption of the last few day< e weather for the last month  has
been delightful, nut the strasts ars pow alm st impassable.

[43rd Loatter|
Yor®, Arrii 27TtH, 1818,
My Dearest Brother
I would not reply to vour kind favour of 20th March
till this week * [ wished to annonnce Jhat { have entered &pon my
64th year in as good or better health than is usually enjoved at that
advanced period of life * * = [The iady lived to be 92] I hope
Charles Askin will sse you. Weloox for Mr. Crookshank, common
report has given him a wife * * ¢ Henry J. Boulton went down to
the steamboat to bring up a lady:a Miss Jones of Brockville is by
this time Mrs. Boulton. A fortnight’s acquaintanes in this place
last winter terminatad in an engigam *nt now indissoluble * * e
are glad .o hear of Mrs. Irvine's goo? fortuns and hop> she is now
near home,

l”tll l."th—rl

York, 41 May, 1818,
|.\'nthing of Il~'e-]

[45th Letter]
: [ No date within, outward marked M w. |
My Dearest Brother
You will be surpris=d to see Mr. Powasll who is by this tim» |
trust safely arrived * *  Capt. Dobhs goes by N.Y. to Fran-e *
Mr. Powell will maks those adjustments which cannot he so well ar.
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ranged at a distance: the journey he has undertaken is ariuous fo
his time of life but T hope it will * * settle husiness * * {or years
particularly irksome to his sister Warren. * “ We have had the
worst season ever experienced here, incessant cold rains till the last
five days *  *  We have reason to fear its consequences from delay
in sowing the summer erops.

[46th Letter]
Yorg, Juxe 157n, 1818,

\l\ Dedrest Brother

I cannot allow the daughter of our esteem=d friends
Mr. and Mrs. Cartwright to pass through N Y. without introducing
her and Capt. Dobbs to your acquaintance * * Mrs. Grant
Powell expects her sister the beginning of next winter, they come,
six in a light waggon,

[47th Letter|
YOoRrK, JUNE 23rn.
Mrs. Dobbs writes to Eliza that they have changad their
route und go by Mentreal to Dublin.

[18th Letter|
York, Jury 9rn, 1818,
I Private vl!ﬁl'e-n_\'l

[ 19th Letter]

Yorg, Avcust 3rn, 1818,

My Dearest Brother
* % Mary has consented to become the wifs of Mr.
Jarvis: it is possible the change in her situation may take place this
autumn.  We can have no personai objection to the connection but
truly regret that = *  lhas entailed difficnlties upon a son who
would have been perfectly equal to the support of a familv.  After
being called to the Bar the young man to render the office respect-
able and produactive relinquished his professional parsuits and devot-
ed himself to official business: the father was urged to resign in his
favour and by that means secure the reversion: the voung man offer-
ing to assame all his father's debts if he would only make over his
property to him: to the latter he um\-ut «d but the dalay of resigna-
tion ren: l"l‘:"l it ineffectnal, - " # some discussion with
caused a fatal duel: #* the father died during
the son's confinement and  the established rule of our  Gov-
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crnment not to allow of an immediate succession in a family
gave the Secretaryship to another.  Devotion to the comfort of his
widowed mother and to obtain elucation for his only unmarried sisger
with uniform exertion to conquer the embarrassments of his late
father have united to abridge his means: he IS NOW private Seeretary
to the Administration but as a few days will probably bring our new
Governor this may cease: however it gives him a claim to some pro-
vision and I am satisfied that whatever can, will be dons to serve him
and 1 hope they may be enabled to form a . decent establishment
without heing taxed with impradence. Debts he never has ani
never will incur, a lesson has bhaen taugit hin by wita sssine the
misery to which * * have haen exposad by an indulgence in
this unhappy propensity * *  Exc.pt from Julin. Claus’s verbal
intzlligence I have had no int Migones raspaeting vou, a lettsr from
Anne on Saturday by Major Hillier, Sir Perigrine Maitland's A.D.C.
she was at Woolwich on a visit at Col. Pilkingtyn's * = expect
the new Governor the day after to-morrow * * the heat has been
bevond anything ever experienced here, the thermometer has been
as high as 112 in the shade on the north sids of the hous» an al

though that was only for on= duy its e+ ts wore very seriously folt,
the mornings and evenings are now <o cool that * * expect much
sickness ¥ + Tell Anne that on Naturday evening Capt. Atty was
married to Miss Eliza Crookshank. They go by N. Y. to New Bruns-
wick in the coming month % = Charlotte Shaw is to stav with Mr.
MceGill, Mrs. Fulier is dead and Mrs Shaw has retired to Qak
Hill with her two orphan nephews,

* (This was one of the famous duels in early times hre, and
wis fought July 12th, 1817, between Siumuel Peters Jarvis and John
Ridout, the lattsr was killed, and the formor imprisoned for some
time. J. ()

[50th Lettar]

York, Serr. Gri, 1818
My Dearest Brother

Yours of the 10th Augnst was 21 davs on its way
Y * Mr Powell is now on tha Western  Cireuit, the last com-
mission opans to-marrow at Sandwich, when his presence could not
bz dispensed with, as the caus» hatwen Lord S:lkirk and the North
West company comes before the court * + | have had the
honor of seeing Lady Sarah Maitland and found her a most unaffect.
ed woman peifectly afiable and desiring to he on easv terms of ac-
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quaintance with us all: the Duke of Richmond and his family are to
be at Kingston to-day on their way up. [ understand that the same
affability marks the manners of His Grace and the Lords and Lad-
ies who are his children. The Duchess is not come out. T7th, I
wrote thus far before church vesterday, amidst the alterations and
improvements of this thriving place, we are enlarging and emovellish-
ing our church and it bids fair when finished to be a decent place
of worship: at present we assemble in the lecture room. Anne
* * % had paid a visit t¢ Wevmouth and the tribute of paternal
affection in a spot rendered sacred to us by the ever lamented and
beloved youth * » < She dined with the clergvman lately appoint
ed who had that morning seen and admired the inscription and was
surprised to mest with one so deeply interested in him whose mem-—

s 3

ory it commemorates * *

[F1st Letter]
Yors, OcT. 2xp, 1818,
My Dearest Brother
Your nizce Mary last evening assumed the cartain cares
and doubtfal comforts of conjugal life and eariy ths morning left us
to proceed to Queenston where Mr. Jarvis has taken an houss and
finds a fair prospect of professional success * *  [hey are to he
at Burlington to-night and remain there two or three d~vs with his
sister Mrs. Geo. Hamilten * ¥ Mr Powell is just now particularly
engaged as the Governor returned last evening from a visit to the
Woestern part of the province, which he commenced the morning of
the day on which Mr. P. rcturned from the circuit. [ think it is
prohable that Grant may ohtain an appointment which will add 4
or 300 dollars per annnam to bis income * %  The season here has
heen particulariy favourable for invalids, mildand dry weather for
the jast two months

[32nd Letter|
York, 8th Nov, I8I8
My Dearest Brother

| Lettere sent by Mr. Steplien Jarvis returned un.
delivered, Money matters] * *

At present it is impossible to speak to wim on any
business other than legal or political, the last three woeks have heen
incessantly occupied by such an accumulation of daties that 1 have
dreaded the consequence, the Legiclature: Assizes: Exeentive Coun-




cil and the Term have entirely engrossed his time sumeilines from

eight o'clockein the morning till ten at night with no other refresh- o
ment than a sandwich and a glass of lemonade. = * * QOup great
people are very pleasant, her ladyship particularly: the Governor is
very reserved but I believe a most excellent man: we bave dined
once, been at two evening parties and are to dine on Wednes lay
next:—their style of entertainment is plain and handsome, no affecta.
tion of fashion in defiance of comfort * * % 1 .00 vou have seen
accounts of the -rial ut Sandwich, or rather .a the conduct of the i
Grand Jury who prevented them: and [ trust v, consider the asser— .
tions resp.- ting Mr. Powell as the production of an infamous agent :
of one of the parties: no human being is more free from partiality in
his judicial character.

[35rd Letter|
l No Date :
Marked outside Isr g 181

[Chiefly l'ri"atei

Mr Wm. Jarvis went to N Y. with his grandfather,
Dr. Peters: who lives in the Bowery: if Mrs. W. Powell had the in-
genuity to give him the sddress of her daughters his return will ai-
ford an opportunity to write * = * | <ep the Exchange Coffee Hounse
in Boston is burned down * = =

[34th Letter]
Is1o,
| Private |
. to keep a dinner engagement previously made ar
Govt. House: these invitations are not extensive: therefore we have
heen frequently honoured by receiving them: Sir Peregrine and her
ladyship ars most suparior and estimable characters, but neither of
them in the e.jovm-nt of good health—the only apparent interrup
.

tion to the most perfect domestic happiness,

[99th Letter] :
Youk, Finke agy 271, B3 EU :
{ Entively Private]

[36th Letter] :
York, Mawen 131n, IR,

[ Chiefly Private]
* * We have for the last fortnight expenienced all
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the rigours of winter, the sleighing never was better and the ther-
mometer at 7 this morning was 1 an unusual degree of cold so near
the Equinox. Mary and.her beloved have been with us the last
three weeks. They came over.in a vess:l and to-morrow leave us in
their carriole, the schooner which takes over tlmr lmgzu(- is fast in
the ice which extends bevand the Garrison, = *

{77th Letier|

Yoru, Arrin 6. 1819,
{Private]

I.'nh'lll l.c-ll--l;
YOork. Arki. 26 n, 1819,
[Private ]

[Fth Letter]
Yore. Mav 177m, 1819,
[Private Chiefiv| :
* * The Provinclal Legislature meets the 713 June
which i< only three weeks from this day and from that till the middle
of September® * *duties o cupy instant attention © *

160th Letter] :
Y. kx. Slsr Mo 1519
[ Private ]

161t Letter]

[ From Mary B Poweil one of the orphan dangit. rs of
Mr. William D). Powell * and who was brought up by the paternal
grandfather. The letter is  uadresed to Mrs  Geo Mur-
ray, New York, the childen, Aane wnd Mar having returued to
their home after several vears” at Miss English’s boarding s Lool

New York]

TIVerk, Ave I5th, 1819

My dear aunt
As the steambunat goe-sx  to-dav at one oclek | will
write a few lines by it * * * ag th- weathsr has been uncommonly
warm: for two or threr davs the heat has been  dr-adfal anl uncle
Grant who went to Que. i ton with aunt Eliza savs that it is ma-h
worse there. The Duke- of Richmond has b sen here and is gone



further north with the Governor, he left bis fily  whi b consists
of ladies Mary Louisa Lenuox and Lord William, whoe have heen
here some time, they are going over touday to mset the Duke whe
they expect to return by way of Niagara Lady  Louwisa is only
sixtson, shs is thought to b a  little lik- Amn- Lord Willizaum
calizd here th= oth »r day ba: we wers ali unto ta mtaly wone t 1he
Humber, althougy ws s+ him alm <t every dav wien we ride, which
isth - fashion hiere t, ri every afternoon, and Grandn
as she thinks it is gaod for hor [Ina carriag- is meant| I have heen
ack very often and un very fond of 11 Grandpapa
goes the cirouit l'--ul:l_\'_

vt does 1t

to ride on ho ssl

Yors, Ao 20l Ix19

\l} Deatrest Brother
. Mr. Powell has been at Niagara since the 13th

need on the 15th aned | am anxious to know how
e suppart~d the heat of 2 crowdad court (the summer illlﬂ:lwl_\‘ hot
and Me. 1. unwell, when the thermometar was 92 in the shade.
Th= trial of Gaurlay * for s-dition, has. 1 and rstand, collected a
vast concourss of people as well from the Ntate of New York as
from differen parts of the P'ravine-. It was ts come on vesterday

.IA!ID‘ \ss’il s o

and  we  shall hear the re<y t to<day  or to-morrow. 1he
lettor respocting the Emig.ant whe bad com= ts York was s=nt to
b by Grant, whe hal seen bim sign his name 1o an afivdavit the

das it arrived °© Mary i with her aunt at evening  chure.
Fhey 2o at ten in the morning to the .\'un*la.\' School where each has
2 class, from that to charch, retarn at two oclosk to the sczhool, and
relurn  hom s afi-r evening service to a five oeclock dinner
[This is an ol English custon of reading Evening Jravers in the
alternoon and holding no serviee in the eveming. In jarg: towns
CUEning S orvice brgan to bhs neessamy inst al of the afternoon bour

and the cust on sprea i)

{10 Duet’s history of th Relwllzon this trial is describied  ver,
wraphbicaliv, the Court Hous-, th - prisoner, the lawvers, the wi

niesves, the jade. Nee page 0-15. Vol 1. J

[63r1 Lettor]

QUersstox, Siper 710 1519

My Dear<< Brother
A very heavsy calamity hias east a oom over all re.
Rating minds in this Provinee: the acenunt of oar irreparabile loss in

~

Y. -y M
- -
-
.

li

‘ti

~/

PN W e




3

the death of the Duke of Richmond arrived at York two days be-
fore I left it The Governor was absent and this sad event had uot
even at that time been communicated to bis excellent daughter its
effects upon ber delicate constitution were dreaded by all who know
her unbounded affection for her father, wheo, most unduly aitached to
all bis children, had cver been wrapt up in this da:ling daughter:
as the energetic promoter of all good in and te these provinces his
Grace will be long and deeply regretted: indeed to promote the
welfare of the Country ccmmitted to his care, he has sacrificed his
valuable life. * * * the knowledge that bad he been within the
reach of medical aid his life might have been preserved is an ag-
gravation to affliction. Depending upon his own excellent constit-
ution and great physical strength he neglected the means of preserva-
tion and died in a wretched hovel in an almost pathless wilderness
unattended by any of his numerouns family, three of whom had sep-
arated from him at Kingston in the vain hope of again embracing
him in Montreal: a march of 20 miles under a burning sun broaght on
hydrophobia and a few hours terminated a life which he resigned in
full possession of his mental facu ties, and with the most perfect
resiynation to the will of the Almighty, = = #

[64th Letter]
YRk, Serr. 9ra, 18319
[Announces birth  of a dead child to Mrs. Jarvis (nee)
Powell]

j65th lLetter]
York Sgrr 191h 1819
.\l\ Dearest Brother

[Mrs J. recovering| Mr. Powdll leaves home
next Friday to hold the Assizes at Newcastle = ¢ #

ll'n Ist |.o-lh-r]

Yorx Ocr ey IX10
My Drearest Brother
p SR ! from New York and his daugh-
ters dined with us on Wedr - ©® % all of us were much pleas-
ed with the Miss Buchan * * They go home by Montreal.
11th Have just received our re.ered annt’s letter forwarded by vou
* * * | suppose the parcel which is Mrs. Philan’s Poem contains
Jetters, S
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67th Letter] i
York, Qor 31st, 1819 4 -
[Private | :
[63th Letter]
= York. Nov. 22nd 1819
My dear aunt X
= * % T am sure you will be very sorry 1o hear eof the '
death of poor Mrs. McGill. She has besn ill for a long time and no l

one expected that she would recover.  She died on Saturday night
in consequence of a mortifi -ation baving taken place. She was so
much betrer two days  befoe when Anne snd [ were there with :
Grandmama that poor old Mrs. McGill seemed quite in high spirits !
and Dr. Widmere, who attended her, sai I, he thought there might
be some hope, which made her death app-ar a greater shock. Her
loss wil' be very mu -h f It, she was so ma -h belovead and respected,
and I d> not think anvone wiil feel it wore than Grandmama, who
ha< known  her for so matiy  vears. The funeral will be to- .
morrow * ¥ % ’

jotth Letter] '

Yorg, Jax. 184, 1820 4

My Dearest Brother

* * % the ‘gentleman who takes the letters. He is :

the Major of the 63th, who has been Commandant at this post for

some time andis on his way to join his family in Ircland. [Major
Gludstone] = * =

[70th Letter] '
Yorg, Marcu. gk, 1820
My Dearsst Brother

* ¥ The Asssmby was proroguaed vesterday and  we .
are Jeft to the care of an Administrator. Sir Peregrine set off for -3
Quebec this morning and we shall in all probability see him no more ~
t[ll the arrival of Yord Dalhousie, an event greatly desired by ail whe =

feel the importance of the presence of our excellent Governor and
the pleasure of Lady Saral’s society, indeed their return will be sag-
isfa-tory to m: oa that as weli as other aceounts, for during the 5
Governor’s absence Mr. Poweli's stat on obliges han to see all strang-
ers who com» to the pla-e . * * * Anxious for int llig nce from home
the change here occasions the Government Bag to go to Halifax and
by land to Quebec  therefore the varions mpediments  increase the

v

-
-
¥
.
.
|
)
»




WA WSRO B TWM WRW  Sme

A v kv s e

Bl W, - B L

~ -

length of time after its wrrival * * * When Mr. Jarvis was in New
York he brought some very excellent cotton stockings at $7 or $74
perdoz. Ivery much want 2 doz, of that description, he does not
remember where he purchased them only that it wa<in some bye
jane. [ likewise send a pattern of silk, begging my sister to procure
if possible a fall gown: pattern of figured silk of the same or nearly
the same color [pattern is a thin flat sarsnet of a dark dove grey] If
none such can be had a nankeen figured crape of the celour —if
neither of these, a black figured silk or black figured nankeen crape,
about 13 yards each of two different kinds of washing silks for th:
children and if they can be put into a box a doz pars of waite and
as many cheap coloured long gloves, it will save me many dollars in
the course of the year ¥ * * Mr. P. has got through his late arduous
duties won lerfully well; he is now enveloped in papersand much en-
gaged in reading the documents laid before the Pa- iament relative to
the contest between the Northwest Company and the Earl of Selkirk:
it has fallen to his lot to prove the want of dependence on his
Lordship's veracity, and the proofs are too well authenticat-d to
admit of doubt: his Lordship sunk the character of the Briti-h Peer
when ke became a speculator and the loss of health peace and <redit
is the sacrifice * * *

# (Poor Lord Selkirk who fought so bravely threugh so manv
years against multiplied misfortunes, dangers and difficaities, floods
frosts and famine, Indians, grasshoppers, Northwest Company, in his
attempt to found a colony and who spent a fortune in the attempt is
here rather harshly spoken of. Dent. Dr. Boyce and Kingsford give
varying accounts and a pamphlet printed in 1817 in Lonlon gives
the North West Company’s version of the story. J. C.)

[T1st Letter|
Y OoRK, ApgiL, oth, {320
{Chiefly Private]
* % * 1 enclose a memorandum from Mr, Cameron,
who is Mr. Gore's agent here. The Icons mentioned are most stap-
endous amd magnificent bat only calculated to be placed at the cor-
ner of stone or marble steps to adorn: they cost 70 guineas in England
and I do not wonder at our good friend’s anxiety to know their fate:

o

and [ hope vou wiil ba anle to accertain it ¥ * %

[ T2nd Letter]

[From Miss Anne Powell to her uncie Mr. G. 'W. Mur-
ray New Yor<. Private, painful affairs, dated on outside York,
April. 1820] Rec'd. 27th |



[73rd Letter|
York, April 10th, 1820
My Dearest Brother
* % * January Packet, the affairs of Ewrope arein a
state of ferment the effects wiil not reach us [ trust. * * -

[T4th Detier]
YOrK. May 291, 1820,
My Dearest Brother
|Condolence in sad misfortunes] Mr. P. bids me say
that could you relinquish the employmant whica has produced nought
els: than disappointm :nt and distre ses of various dascriptions and
become an inhabitant of this happy and prosperous country where
industry meets its certain tho’ slow reward, 10J0 acres of the best
lan 1 he possesses shall becom» ~ours with -very aid his tation in the
Govt. affords * * * the sacrifice to you would bs greater than my
imigiaation suggests but tha transition from a life of care and keen
dissippointment to ths calm and natural avocations of an agri ultur-
ist would perhaps reward it by the restoration of peace and the pre-
servation of health, a finer climate or more delightful country is not
within the king’s dominions, and say the dissatisfi=d what they may
thers isnotin ths worll a more equal govarnm nt, but this you know
asw:ll vithout my information and it would be to me a source of
heartf It comfort could I b= satisfi=J that political prejuii-es hai so
fa. subsided as to cvercoma every objection to becoming what you
are by birthright a Hritish Subje t. If I err pardon ma * You
know the high estimazion in which [ hold this privilege ani will for-
give my earn st desire that all wiom [ love should share the blessing

|75th Letter|
York. Juiy 131w, 1820,
[Private]

[76th Letter]
QUEENSTON, AvG. 23k, 1820,
fAnnounces birth of a son to the Jarvises, the mother
doing well]

[77th Letter]
York. Ocrt. i, 1820,
| Pri\':nn-l
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[78th Letter]
York, Nov. 27T, 1820,

My Dearest Brother

* % %k A large party at the Government house on the 23rd
where the At Home which is a dress visit of half an hour was trans-
formed into a Ball and Supper and kept us up till berween 2 and 3
in the morning, the increase of our Society would surprise vou, there
were more than thirty well dressed Females and more than a dozen
absent, my little girls, [the orphan grandchildren] particularly my
dear Mary were delighted with the party. and well they might for
they receive the kindest attention from Sir Peregrine and Lady
Sarah.

| 79th Letter|

Yorg, Dec. 21sr, 1820,
[Private.  The Jarvises removed from Queenston to Niagara for
some little time |,

[80th Petter]
YorR, Jan. 1o, 1821,
My Dearest Brother
Mr. P. is quite well it is now Term time and his more
serious labours begin on the 31st when the Legisiature meets |
wish it was ever for it is no trifling consideration thar for the next
two months | shall have to prepare twice a week to entertain the
members of the two Houses, whose anited number is at least fifty.
Do not suppose | can receive them all at one time, unfortunately mv
dining room admits of a table for no more than 16 of which our own
family are 6.—The House of Assembiy is the Brick building which
you may remember at the extreme « ud of the town: it is now repaired
after its being burned by the Americans, handsomely furnished, and
Grant as Clerk of the Lower House occupies five good apartments
besides a large kitchen: it saves Lim house rent Lui is attended by
inconveniences which he will feel during the confinement of his wif»
in February or March.  John [Powell] has similar apartments at
which he stays during the session.  Mr. Jarvis s Clerk in Chancery
and as such attends the hovse.  He will stay with us.  Mary wisely
determined to remain at home * % * the season has been a verv
severe one but some pleasant weather, good sleighing. l-]v.-r)thin;.'
here is caeap bevond belief: My servant just hrought fiom market
a Turkey weighing 15 1hs, which cost 5 NY Cv. 1 have paid $2
for one of 5 lhs. the finest 'bul'k is $4 and 1} pev caut. Flovre  be-




-~ 37
tween 3 and 4 dollars 1 harpel teef has hoeen us low as 344 p=r In
vet sorvants’ wages are as high as ever, ours stand us in $409 per
month and the washing done out of the house. Itis a sum whi, h
ought to maintain a regnlar family. b

[81s Lotter]
York, Fr Ist, 1821
My Dearest Brother
k & My annual labours commence this day which is
the first Parliamentary dinner, the House met vesterday and by di-
rection of the Governor the Commons chose their speaker. His Ex-
cellend v meets and speaks to them to morrow. The Upper He use
dine with us to-day #* = %] hope, without expecting, a short Sess10n,
for the increase of ropulation has nearly doubled the representation
and the Legislative Councillors have experienced an equal augmen-
tation, discussions mav be therefore expacted .

[82nd Letter|
YorK. Arrir 17t 182
{ |'ri\'nh'}
Cold and snow, dgus very prevalent.

[R3rd Letter|
York, Joxe 2440, 1821
[l'ri\':lte-]
[Sith Lett .r]
York, Ava 15k, 1821
My Dearest Brother
Our voung friend Mr. William Lobinson, brother of
the Attoiney General + + The intense heat of weather for nearly
the last fortnight has heen almost too mach 0 endure * * ° | fuq)
to-day all the effects of a night more resembling those I hav. passed
in Alexandria, Egypt, than the general climate of Upper Canada
The drought has heen equal to the heat but we shall be rewarded for
vur discomfort hy an abundant harvest of the finest grain housed
without even a shower: the great addition to our population by num-
hers of hungry emigrants will furnish consumers of this overflow of
bread-stuff for in that alone our abundance consists. The duties
levied on provisions from the States leaves us at the mercy of the
Butchers who are steangers to that virtue
I wish you conld see our garden, it abounds in fruit and vege-
taliles of the very hest kind = = » the alarming indisposition of our
darling Sam [the Jarvis haby named after his grandfather, R. v.
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[86th Letter)
YoRK, Oct. 41H, 1821,

||‘Zutirel_v private |

|87th Letter]
Yorg, Oct. 15th, 1821.

| Entirely private |

INNtln |mth‘|'|
Yorg, DEec. lst, 1821,
My Dearest Brother

Mr. Powell’s labours commenced on the 21st when at
an unusually early pe riod the Legislature was called  together, 2nd
Dec. In the midst of all these causes of anxiety I have
been ohliged to do what uader other circumstances would have been
a matter of choice and source of amusement, attend a Coronation Ball
given at the Govt. House, as soon as the farcical mourning for our
unlamented Queen expired: it was numerous and splendid: between
150 and 200 people present, a proof of the increase of Society
here at present angmentad by the membors of the Legislatare -

| Copying ended 13th May, 1897.]

Sanmel Peters] * * # Eliza says I must have a black satin or black
ficured silk gown.  Neither can be got here.  Mr. Robinson  would
take charge of so small a parcel for me

[85th Letter]
York. Sever. iy, 1821,
\'\ Drearest Brother
The season is very sickly and appears totally
different to those we used to experience * % excessive heat and
drought succeeded by almost constant rains * % I fear for their
effect on Mv. P. whe is now 1 imagine on Ins way to Sandwich,
where he holds the Assizes on the 13th, he has gone in our commodi-
ous covered wagon with four horses, which affords room for J. Powell
who accompanies him: he i sometimes half inclined to give up these
annual journeys but while the fatigue is not too great I encourage
him to take the advantage of air, exercise and change of scene, there
is no emolument now attending them for the allowance is seldom
equal to the expense, it being now no greater when there are seven
“ Mary would be pleas-

courts than when there were but three %

ed to introduce you to her ilumming Bird which has been the pet for
* =

ome weeks and appears satisfied with ite captivity
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(Additional light has been cast upon the reference to the son in
prison on page one also referred to on page three as “My poor Jerry”
by a letter from Emilius Jarvis, Esq., who kindly gives the following
information which is quite romantic obtained from a bundle of lotters
relating to Jeremiah Powell. 1t appears that he went away at an
early age and joined a ship in Baltimore which proved to be owned
by the Spanish pirate Mirando. He was altimately captursl anl
sentenced to be hanged with the rest of the crew. The old . hief
Justice travelled over to England and thenee to Spain an 1 pleadsd
his son’s case hefore the Npanish Court and was suecesstal in obtain-
ing his pacdon, returning home with his son. who subsequently
went to sea again and was never heard of.  Mr. Jarvis still owns 1
little oak box and a few pizees of the s2t of chessm n which ware
carved by him while a prisoner in Spain. He <ent them to a voung
lady in Boston, to whom he was engaged to be married.  Years
afterwards and aftar his death she sent them to Mrs. S P Jarvis
his sister. . ()

( Mrs. Curzon’s death oceurred in little more than o vear after
copving the above letters. Her literary work had been carried on
in spite of failing health almost to the last. The following tiibute to
her memory by the pen of the present writer may perhaps fittingly
close this page written in loving memory of Mrs N, A. Curzon, who
so carefully copiad the foregoing letters.  The obituary notice which
vas written immediately after her lamented death appeared as His-
torieal Nao, N2

By the death of Mrs. Curzon of Toronto, Canada has  sustained
a loss which will long be felt.  A\n English woman. she was one of
the earliest pioneers in historical research in Canada, an author, she
was a loving mother and an excellent housekeeper, an advocate of
Woman's Suffrage, her gracious presence showed the true lady, hold-
ing strong views on one side of politics, she antagonized none, with a
frail frame: she had a high courag> enduring trinds and  difficolties of
no ordinary charactor, she was not embittored by them hut support-
ed through all by strong Christian principle and faith in ths unssen.

Born in England in 1833 she has lived in Toronto since 1862,
In early years she wrote for various English magazinss and afror-
wards in her adopted home, for the Canadian Monthly, The Week,
Dominion [luslrated, Canalinn Magizine et~ Her deama of Laura
Secord mar be said to have made the Canadian world acquainted
with that heroine, and the course of historie researeh thus hegun mav
be said to have been the origin of several historical Nocieties,  For
some time she was the co-editor of the Citizen and did much by her
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pen to secure the right to women of a Umversity edueation. She
was also a strong advocate of Woman's Suffrage, to her was chiefly
due the formation of the Woman's Historical Society, of which she
was the first President. She was also an honorary member of the
York Pioneers and the Woman's Art Assembly, and a member of the
National Council of Women. “One of the cleverest, she was al-

" 30 one of the sweetest of women,” are the appropriate words of a

Toronto journalist. Another a noted poet attributes to her a “virility
of style, a strength and energy to be found in the work of no
other Canadian woman,” Another beautiful feature of charactor
was the encouragement given by her to young writers, her example
proving a strong incentive to many to follow in her steps. By birth
and refinement a true gentlewoman in the highest sense of the term,
she worked with wonderfuli energy for the rights, not only of her
sex, but for the improvement of her adopted country, so that Canada
has by her death sustained irreparable loss. Her lines on Queenston
Hights show a grasp of thought, a s upathy, a  patriotic fervor
which recommend them toali lovers of poetry, as well as lovers of
their country.  Her modest signature S.A.C. will be much missed in
the periodicals formerly graced by her readv pen.

At her funeral the different So ieties to which she belonged,
united to do her honor. Canon Bull represented Lundy’s Lane His-
torical Society, Mr. and Mrs. Brant-Sero, Westworth Historical So-
ciety, J. H. Thompson, the York Pioncers, Lady Edgar and others,
the Women's Historical Society, and many testified by their pres.
ence and their sorrow their appreciaton of one who gave gratuit-
ously and with no stinted hand, so much labor to the Canada she
loved. J C.
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WILLIAM DUFF MILLER

It is the inteution of the Society to publish from time to time as
opportanity may offer short notices of early inhabitants of the town.
There have been already more or less full ascounts of several families
in the township as Servos, Ball, Whitmore, Fisld, McFarland as
fouind in our publications numbers five, eight, eleven, but there has
haen little mention of any of our chief townsu:n sush as H:ron,
Crooks, Grier, Dickson, Clench, Rogers, Muirhead, Lockhart. It is
hoped that any who can help in this direction will do so. The name
found at the head of this article may he seen again and again in ear.
Iy papers of the town anl even down to aperiod in the memory of
many now living, Col W. 0. Miller is remembered as having filled
many offizes and always with honor as Secretary of many societies,

legistrar for many yvears, Coroner, County Clerk, Merchant, Eider
of St. Andrew’s Church, as Militia Officar ete., all this shows in what
esteem he was held and how trusted, and of his numerous descend-
ants many have sastained the honor of the father’s name.

lorn in 1786 of Scottish parentage, nsarly kLis whole life was
spent in Canada.  The nam» W. D. Miller app=ars as Easign in the
Lincoln  Militia in 1812 and he afterwards reached the rank of
Lt.-Colonel although from his retiring natare he never wished the
title to be ased in addressing him as so many do.

His youang »st dwghter, Mrs. Wilson, remsmbers distinetly that
when a little girl she went with him on the 4th of Jane (Training
Ihay) to Chippawa, as having lived there first he retained his posi-
tion of Colonel of the regiment long after he had removed to Niagara.
Mrs. Wynn, the eldest daughter who died at Niagara, aged 90, was
horn at Clrppawa in 1809, while Richard Milier, another child was
born in Niagara in 1817 in what is now called “The Wilderness” now
occupied hy W. H. J Evans, then owael by Col. Wm Clus.  Mrs.
Wilson tells that while the resiisnes on Mary Street of her father
was being built her mother plantel tress  chiefly willows, and
that she was assisted by Cal Clans the vaung tiees brinz taken
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from “The Wilderness.” Immense willows still stand in the low
ground of this picturesque spot, a tall Balm of Gilead also and
many sycamores. Here Capt. Geale uszd to tell he remsmbered
seeing the whole enciosure filled with Indians as Col. Claus was the
Deputy Superintendent of Indians as Daniel Claus the son-in-law of
Sir William Johnson had also heid this position.  In ths map of the
town in 1813 given in Lossing’s War of 1812, the place is marked
Claus property.

In the Gléaner Newspaper published at Niagara from 1817 to
1837 the name of W. D Miller is frequently found, as in 1828 W,
D. Miller advertiscs the Sunday School Union, and in 1830 he has
received a namber of 8. 8. hooks from the Depository at Moatreal to
be sold at prime cost, and in another issue a reward of A25 is offered
for the discovery of the robber who has stolen 4300 from the store
of W. D. Miller, showing that an extensive business was carried on
The obituary notice in a Niagara paper, written probably by his pas-
tor, the late Rev. Chas. Campbell, giv:s syme int resting particuiars.

“Died at Niagara Feb. 18th, 1839, az:d 73, Wiiliam Daif
Miiler, Inspector anli l)‘p Clerk of the Crown anl Pleas, a resident
ef the frontier about 57 years and of th2 town upwards of 50 years.
The offize of Deputy Clerk be filled for over 30 years with great care
and skill. Royalty and Loyalty were his guldmg stars, to his church
(the Auld Kirk) he has been a pillar for many years Coaciliatory
and urbane 1s manner consistent in conduct, a pious member of the
community, an efficient public officer both in a civil and wilitary
capacity, a firm friend, his memory will net soon fade. He delighted
torelat - the Great Napoleon's visit to Egypt, his warm reception by
the British forces and his sudden departure. The deczased leaves 2
large family browght up to strict business habits, engag+d in active
and lucrative pursuits with distinction and honor.”

In the old record book of St. Andrew’s Church dating from 1794
the deceased is thus in stately periodsrecorded.  “Who for the long
period of half a century had been a most valuable member taking on
all occasions a deep interest and acting a faithful partin the tempor-
al and spiritual affairs of the church, being one of that little company
of excellent men (himself the last survivor) that during a lengthened
probation of trial and suffering arising chieflv from the want of regu-
lar ministerial services managed and kept togsther the Preshyterian
congregation of Niagara when in the vear of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and twenty nine, their Jaudable efforts were at last re-
warded by the Church of Scotland’s ordaining and inducting a minis-
ter to the pastorate: the deceased the following year on the comple-
tion of the ecclesiastical organization of the congregation to church
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ordinances was ordained to the Eldership, which office ke worthily
and actively filled to the day he rested from his labors.”

In the frame buliding which still stands in good preservation, a
large family was brought up, the wife and mother as shown by St
Andrew’s old Record Book of 1794, was Aun Vansickle, remembered
as a notable housekeeper, there were s2ven sons and five daughters,
the eldest bornin 18)9, the voungest tn 1832,  The obituary notices
to several of the family have been found and these show how the
careful training of the sons by the father and mother hal had such
excellent resalts.

“Died at Galt Judge Miller, in his 81st vear, almost the last of
seven sons who made their mark in the history of Canada. Born in
1810, no less than three of the brothers William, John and Richard
studied law achieving distinction. He leaves W. A Miller, Q.C,
Toronto, Henry Miller, Galt, Mrs. Z. A. Lash, Mrs. 1. B. Lash, Miss
Carrie Miller. The bar of the County of Waterloo passed a resolu-
tion referring to his manly, upright character, his able, upright and
painstaking conduct as jndgs which won the raspsct and confidence
of the people ”

“Died at Galt, Jolin Miller, aged 56, born in the District ef
Niagara, in 1813, educated at Niagara Grammar School, at seven-
teen years of age he entered the office of Judge Campbell, Niagara,
and went to Galt in 1835, where his business was large and remuner-
ative and be gained the confidence and favor of the community.
He was the pioneer lawyer of Galt.

“Died in St. Catharines, aged 56, Richard Miller, Q,C., born at
Niagwra 1217 in “Tas Wildsrn=ss”. He stulied law with the late
dudge Camphzil and bacame his partner, removed to St.  Catharines
in 1850, Mr. Boomer being his partner. In hislong career at the
bar he gained a repatation for probity second to none, his integrity
was unquestioned, kind hearted and considerate he handled with care
and prudencs aike the estate of the poor man and that of a million-
aire.  Peace tohis ashes. Tae members of the bar atiendad the
funcral and there were 60 carringes in the cortege.”

“Died aged 71, at Peoria, 1., Duncan Milier M.D., born in
1827 in Niagara, he was predeceased by his six hrothers

Mrs Wynn died at Niagara aged 90,

A son of John Miller an M. D, died in California, the next
spn Judge Miiler died in Winnipeg.

A son of Mrs Lash is a lawyer in Toronto an‘d Prof. Millor of
the University is the Judge's grandson.

Mr. Miller was a lover of books as  shewn by the large collect
ion he had gathered (many of them of a religious natur )
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and his care in preserving thesc as well as the early newspa-
pers of that time. Several volumes of the Gleaner newspaper for the
years 1826 to 1833 are still in existence and taese as well as other
boeks show his methodical habits, his love of reading and  his love
of music. A very good water color portrait by Hoppner Meyer a
noted artist of that date represents a younger man than does the pic
ture which appears on page 41 Many interesting articies have been

contributed te the Historical Room by Mrs. J. E. Wi'son, Toronto,
the voungest daughter and the only surviving child.




