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Turspay, Feb. 8, 1877,

This day, at three o'clock p.m., His Excel-
lency the Governor General proceeded in
State to the Chamber of the Senate, in the
Parliament Buildinge, and took his seat upon
the Throne. The Members of the Senate
being assembled, His Excellency was pleased
to command the attendance of the House ot
Commone, and that House being present,
His Kxceilency was pleased to open the
Fourth Session of the Third Parliament of
the Domtailon of Canada, with the following

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE :

Hon. Gentlemen of the Senate.
Gentlemen of the House of Commois.

Iam glad to be again enabled to summon
you to meet for the despatch of business, at
the time which has been considered best
suited to the convenience of members.

During the recess I visited the Province
of British Goluwbia, and had mueh satisfac-
tion in becoming acquainted with the people
of that interesting portion of the Dominion,
and with the climate and resources of their
Province.

The surveys of the Pacific Railway have
been prosecuced with the utmost vigor and

at a larger cost during the past than 1n any
previous year, but 1t bhas not been found
posaible, as yet, to complete the locatlon of
the line, and [ have consequently been
obliged to postpone the inviting of tenders
for 1ts construction on the terms 1nd:cated
by the Act of 1874.

A further correspondence on the subjects
at issue between my Government and Brit -
18h Columbia will be Iaid before you.

During the recent suspension ot the Ex-
tradition arrangements with the United
States I took care that the imporiance to
Canada of a speedy resumption of these
arrangements should be represented to Her
Majesty’s Government, whose attention has
been further 1nvited to the expediency of
largely extending the provisions of the
existing Treaty.

1 am glad to be able to state that while
the operation of the Treaty has been re-
sumed, negoliations are in progress for a
convention, more liberal, and better suited
to the circumstances of the two countries.

The attention of my Government having
been directed to some anomalies in the
Royal Commission, and Royal Instructions
to the Governor General, particularly with
regird to the exercise of the Prerogative of
Pardon, steps have been taken towards the
amendment of these instruments.
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Papers on this subject, as well as on that
of the Extradition question, will be laid be-
fore you.

The great public works connected with
the St. Lawrence navigation, and the canals
required tocomplete the system, have been
prosecuted with success during the pastyear.

Nearly all the works ou the Welland
and Lachine Canals have been placed
under contract on terms favorable to the
couutry.

The active prosecution of these works
during the last three years has necessanly
mcreased the public debt, and, though ex-
pectations are entertained that the outlay
may ultimately be repaid to the country, 1t
may be considered advisable not to press
all the works contemplated 1 the earlier
years of Coniederation, to completion at pre-
sent.

1 am happy to state that the Intercolonial
Xailway was opened for traffic throughout
its entire length, early in the summer, with
as favorable results ascould have been ex-
pected.

‘One ot the immed:ate advantages ot the
completion of the Railway was the delivery
and reception of the British Mails at Halifax
after the closing of the St. Lawrence; and [
am happy to say that up to the present
time mails and passengers have been success-
fully carried over the line without any inter-
ruption.

‘The exhibition of Canadian products, manp-
ufactures, and works of art at the United
tstates National Exposition ut Philadelphia,
was eminently successful, and proclaimed to
the world that Canada has already taken a
bigh place as a farming, manufacturing and
mning country.

It 18 gratifying to be able to state that the
expenditure was kept well within the esti-
mate.

It 18 but just that I should acknowledge
that the success achieved by the enterprise
ot our people was largely aided by the en-
ergy and wisdom of the Commissioners who
had charge of the srrangements.

{ have considered 1t advisable in the In.
terest of the country to make arrangements
for exhibiting Canadian products at the Ex.
hibition to be held at Sydney, New South
Wales, for which you mill be asked to make
provision.

Notwithstanding the loss of revenue, con.
sequent chietly onjthe dimmution of our
importations, the reductions eftected during
the current year have gone far to restore
the equilibrium between 1ncome and expen-
diture, though great economy will be still
needful to attain this nbject.

1 regret that 1 am still unable to announce
any progress in obtamning a settlement of
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the Fishery claims under the Washington
Treaty, though my Government has made
every eflort to secure that result.

My Commissioners have made further
freaty arrangements with certain of the
lndian tribes of the Northwest territories,
by which their title 13 extinguished to a very
large portion of the tervitories west of
Treaty No.4; and although some of the
provisions ot this treaty are of a somewhat
onerous and exceptional character, I have
thought 1t nevertheless advicable on the
whole to ratify 1t. This treaty will be placed
before you. I have made an engagement to
negotiate a treaty with the remaining tribes
east of the Rocky Mountains.

Tne expeunditure incurred by the Indian
Treaties 18 undoubtedly large. but the
Canadian pelicy is nevertheless the cheapest
ultimately, 1f we compare the results with
those of other countries; and it :s above all
a humane, just and Christian policy.

Notwithstanding the deplorable war
waged between the Indian tribes in the
United States territories and the Govern-
ment of that country during the last year,
no difficulty has arisen with the Canadian
tribes living in the immediate vicinity of
the scene of hostilities.

You will be asked to consider the expe-
diency of making such changes in the
Joint Stock Companies Act as may obviate
for the future the passage of special Acts
of Parliament for the incorporation of var:-
ous classes of companies, including such
corporations as seek t0 engage in the bor-
rowing and lending of money, by providing
for thair organization by Letters Patent.

The desirability of aftording additional
secunty to policy-holders ot Life Assurance
cowpanies has engaged the attention of my
Government, and 1 trust that the measure
which will be submitted willaccomplish the
desired object.

A measure will be submitted to you for
the purpose ol extending to the navigation
ot the great inland waters, rigbts and °
remedies at present confined to waters with.
in the juriediction of the Courts of Vice.
Admuaity.

You will be asked to amend and consoli-
date the laws relating to Customs.

I have considered 1t advisable to provide
for the permanent prosecution of the Geolo-
gical Survey, which has heretofore been car-
ried on under temporary enactments, and
to make this a distinct branch of the Civil
Service ; your attention will be invited to a
bill for thai purpose.

Measures wiil be submitted also for the
amendment of the Weights and Measures
Act, the excise laws, and other acts, and also
& bill relating to shipping.
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Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The accounts of the past year will be laid
before you.

The Estimates of the next financial year
will also be submitted, and will, 1 trust, be
found to be iramed with a view to meet the
existing circumstances of the country, while
at the same time, providing for carrving on
the admnistration of aftairs with etlicrency.

Honoralle Genllemen of the Senale :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

1 place full reliance on your prudence and
ability, and your devotion to the work of
legislation, which, 1 trust, may be carried on
and completed in such a way as to mnister
to the prosperity of the country, and the
unity ot the people.

His Excellency was pleased to retire, and
the House of Commons withdrew., ’

Hon. Mr. SCO1T presented a Bill, intituled
“ An Act relating to Ralways,” which was
read for the first time.

The Hon The Speaker reported His Ex-
cellency’s Speech from the Throne, and the
same was then read by the Clerk.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT moved, seconded by the
Hon. 3r. MUN1GOMERY, that the House
do take into consideration the Speech of His
Excellency the Governor General to-morrow.
—Carried.

Hon, Mr. SCOTT moved, seconded by the
Hon, Mr, MONTGOMERY, that all Mem-
bers present during this Session be ap-
pointed a Committee to consider the orders
and customs of this House and Privileges ot
Parhament, and that the said Committee
have leave to meet in this House, when and
as often as they please.—Carried,

The [on. The Spesker presented to the
House the Report of the Librarian on the
state of the Library of Parliament.

The House then adjourned.

NEW MEMBER,
Fripay, Feb. 9.

Hon, Mr. Pozer was introduced by lion.
Messrs. Pelletier and Penny.

THE ADDRESS.

Hon, Mr. SCOTT moved the order of the
day, *Counsideration of His Excellency's
Speech on opening Parliament.’

Hon, Mr. HOPE—I rise for the purpose of
moving an bumble address in answer to the
speech of His Excellency. I think hon,
gentlemen must all feel gratified that the
period of the year chosen for the meeting of
Parliament is perhaps the most convenient
season. The second clause in the speech

refers to His Excellency’s visit to British’
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Columbia, and I am sure that all hon. gen-
tlemen must feel an earnest wish that all
difficulties in connection with the railway
across the continent should be settled at an
early day. There can be only ons wish, that
the inhabitants of British Columbia shall be
aatisfied with the efforts that hava been
made by the Government to carry oui, at
the earliest possible period, their views with
regard to the railway system in conneotion
the Pacitic Railroad. The next
clause that I come to refers to the
surveys of the Pacific Railway. I
suppese we are all agreed that the sooner
this road is built the better. 1t seems to me
the Government are willing to use every
possible precaution to select the best road,
and it is gratifying to know that every effort
is being made to ascertain the best possible
route. Honorable gentlemen must have
regretted the suspension of the Extradition
Treaty, situated a8 we are so near the Unib-
ed States. It was a misfortune to both
countries. We are glad to know that sus-
pension is now at an end. and there is a prc-
bability of a treaty being negotiated which
will embrace more classes of crimes and
criminals. There i8 also mention made with
regard to certain anomalies in the royal in.
structions to the Governor General, and 1t is
gratifying to know those will soon be amend-
ed as thoy require to be. 1t is also gratify-
ing to know that considerable progress has

been made with the works connected
with the navigation of the St
Lawrence and the capals on that
great river, during the past season.

We are also told that the contracts on the
Lachine and Welland canals are nearly all
given out with some trifling exceptions. Ex-
pectation is expressed that the outlay on
those works may ultimately pay. For my
own part I have never considered the direct
return of 80 much consequence a8 the in-
directadvantages which the country derives
from the construction of tLose great public
works, I would instance, for example, the
great line of Allan steawers, which sre the
admiration of the civilized world, which
would not be 1n existence to-day but for the
Welland Canal. The country has derived
great benefit {rom this and other lines that
bave been brought into existence by

the same great work., His [Excel-
lency refers to the completton of
the Intercolonial Railway, and 1t must
be very gratifying to hon. gentle~

men to know that this road is at last open
for traffic. Itis along time since it was
first talked of, 1 remember over4Q years
ago when a connection of my own family was
employed to run aline from St. Andrew's
on the Bay of Fuady to Quebec. That was
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the first route surveyed. It has taken all
this time to get it through, and yet some
of our people grumble now if they do not
get 8 road completed in two or three years,
T'he Intercolonial took 40 years before 1t was
built. Itis gratifying to know that we have
communication from [lalifax to the Western
part of Canada, His Escellency notices
that the British mails are now received and
despatched from Halif+x, which must be ex-
ceedingly gratifying to all hou. members. I
can only say for myself, I despatched
my letters by this route the very first time
after the Government hadtaken steps toe
open it for postal service, and T confess
when I did so I felt a sort of patriotic thrill
of pleasure that we had at last obtained a
port of our own for the receipt and despatch
of our mails at all seasons without being
dependent upon foreigners for such & con-
venience, Hon. gentlemen must feel satis

fied that the Government did all 1 their
power to bring the praducts and manufac-
+tures of Canada into a prominent position
before tha nations of the world at the Phila-
delphia Exposition. VFrom all we can learn,
the eftorts made in that direction were emi-
nently successful. I notice also that it is the

mntention of tbe G)vernment to make
arrangements to thow the  pro-
ducts of  Canada st the exhibi-
-tion about to Le held at Sydney,

New South Wales, and [ sm sure every hon.
. gentleman will feel satiefied and gratitied to
think that the Government are doing all in
their power to promote the manutacturing
interests of the country in a legitimate way
in bringing the products of Canada before
the different nations and parts of the world
where suilable markets are likely to be ob-
tained for them, The next paragraph is one
of very great importance, It refers to the
loss of revenue sustained by the diminished
imports into the country, or in other words,
by the economy that has been practised by
the people under the continued stringency
that hius lasted for two or three years. That
loss of revenue, we are informed, has been
counterbalanced to a certain extent—nearly
the whole extent—by reductions in the
public expenditure, which I think a very
legitimate way of meeting a loss of
vevenue., His Excellency suggests that
great economy will be 1needful to bring
about that equilibrivm between income
and expenditure which is 80 necessary.
Some adminietrations might have been dis-
vosed to meet the loss of revenue by in-
creased taxes and imposts upon the country,
but this, 1 am glad to see, the present Gov-
ernment have wisely abstained from doing,
They have tuken the moie enlightened
policy of reducing their expenditure. The
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next clause relates to the fishery claims
under the Washington Treaty. 1 hope. at
an early period, those claims will be recog-
nized and settled, and the money coming to
us paid over by our neighbors. I am glad,
and [ am sure every hon. gentleman present
18 glad, that the policy which Cannda has
pursued towards the Indians has been emr.
nently successful, It is recommended that
aJoint Stock Company’s Act be passed.
There have been various applications made
to this Parliament and the Lotal Legislatures
for acts granting special privileges to
Jjoint stock companies of many kinds
and descriptions. I can see no reason why
there should not be one general act under
which such companies can organize and carry
on their business. For example, look at the
loan companies and other corporations that
lend and borrow mouney. There was legis-
lation by this Parliament within the last
year of a very similar nature that has given
s«tisfaction  to the companies organized
under it, I don’t see why those individuals
that come here to ask for special privileges
do not organize under that general law.
Those who have given it any attention
admit i1 18 & measure liberal in every respect
and calculated to enable societies to be fairly
successful, but from some bills I have seen
of this nature it appeared to me the objec-
was not 80 much to loan money and deal in

matters of that kind as to obtain
the  greatest  possible powers to
borrow the largest possible amount

of money on the smallest possible security.
I think the greatest care ought to be exer~
cised in granting any such powers, There
is one matter which, perhaps, the Govern-
ment should take in band, This very mat-
ter is also legislated upon by the Luecal Legis-
lature, and I think it would be well to define
and settle which legislature should look
after those societies. The bill passed here
about & year ago, was re-enacted afterwards
in the Ontario Legislature. There 1s an
allusion in the speech to life msurance com-
panies. It thinkanything the Government
can do to secure the policyholders, by ren-
dering their security more ample and safe
than it has been in the past, will be looked
upon with approbation by the hon. mem-
bersof this House, and by the country gen-
erally, Hon. gentlemen will, no doubt, be
very glad to hear that the geological sur-.
vey 1s to be placedon a better and more
permanent footing than it has hitherto
occupied. There are also other meas-
ures promised, to which hon. members
will, no doubt, give their best con-
sideration, With these remarks, I will
conclude by moving that an humble
address be engrossed, sand presented
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to His Excellency, 1n the
Speech from the Throne.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE said : * Iu rising
to second the motion that has just been
made. I think [ may very fairly observe that
the circumstances under which Parliament
has met are such as are subject for congratu-
lation, not only by this House, but by the
people of Canada, particularly so when con-
trasted with the state of aftairs which exist
in the adjoining Republic. Yesterday, Her
Majesty the Queen’s representative spoke
to the people’s representatives, and we tind
ourselves enabled to proceed with the busis
ness of the session without being catled up-
on to make provision ag to Wwho should be
the future head of our estate. The apeech
of His lixcellency comprises & large number
of important subjects ot interest to the peo-
ple of the Dominion. His Excellency’s visit
to British Columbija was attended, no doubt,
with happy results, as it has established a
Bounder state of information, ot only
1 the other provinces of the Dominion,
but also 1n Great Britain, and throughout
Europe, as to the capabihties and prospects
of that important Province., The London
press was very much misinformed, gener-
allyspeaking, upon the circumstances that
created the difliculty which exists between
British Columbia and the Dominton of
Canada, but the visit of His Excellency
threw new and fresh light on their relations
toward each other, and what the natures of
the difficulties that unhappily occurred
really were. IIonorable members will
regret that the progress of the construction
of the Pacific Railway has been so retarded,
not by indolence or parsimony, or any such
cause on the part of the Government, but
from natural dificulties which hive been
found absolutely necessary to surmount
before the location of the road can be fin-
ally established. ‘We all know that across
&n open stretch of prairie country 1t is not
& diflicult task to locate a railway
éven though there is an absence of popula-
\lon and a difficulty 1n transporting sup-
Plies; but 10 Europe we find that for over
twenty centuries the Alps have formed an
almost 1nsurmountable barrier to traffic
between Fiance and Italy. Honourable
gentlemen will remember that an enterpris-
ing leader once crossed the Alps with an
army and remamned for a time master cf
Italy. Two thousand years later a French
General performed the same feat With a
Blmll&[: result, Since that time the pass has
been improved by macadamized roads, but
1t is only within our own time that engm-
eering skill has succeeded 1n forcing a tun-
nel through those mountams, and the con-
struction of another one 1s under way.

reply to
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Taking then the analogy of Europe it can-
not consistently, with a common sense view
of the subject, be expected that the
American Continent should be crossed from
ocean to ocean without encountering some
such difficulties as the Cascade Mountain
range presents. Eventually these difficul..
ties may have to be overcome by the slow
and expensive process of tunnehing, but
no doubt this delay will lend to good results,
as 1t will be the means of having the best
and most judictous route adopted. ln look.
Ing at the existing difticulties between Brit.
18h Columbia and the Dominion of Canada,
I sywmpathise with the position of the
colonists who occupy so distant and interest-
ing a portiou of our Dominion, and if we can
1n any way reconcile them for the delay  in
the continuation of the raiiway we ought to
do everything in our power to that end. 1
can scarcely look upon anything of greater
1mportance or interest to the Dominion of
Canada or the United States than the con-
tinuance and 1mprovement of the extradi-
tion treaty. 'The interruption which occur-
red in the carryingout of that treaty arose
from a rather extravagant view which the
British Government took of the terms of the
old treaty, Theyseemed to hold that a
criminal should notbe extradited unless
he was to be tried only upon the
charge on which the extradition took place,
and should that charge fall througi he
should be allowed to go at large and prey
upon soctety again. I think it is an unwise
interpretation of the treaty,and if such an
interpretation can be put on it, 1t should be
amended. Political criminals were held to
be outside of all extradition treaties, and
Great Britain has been looked upon as a sort
of refyge for political oftenders, where they
could always tind a welcome and a home,
1 cannot help thinking that political crimes
should come within the tcope of the Extra.
dition Treaty, inasmuch as political conspira-
cies and revolutions sometimes lead to great
loss of life and property. I think 1 the
course of such political experiments, 1f hife
and property should be lost, the originators
of such disturbances should be consider-
ed subjects that ought to come with-
in the terms of the Extradition Treaty.
I believe there is ample room for an improve

ment in the Treaty, and I hope that His
Excellency’s efforts in that direction will be
crowned with success. In the matter of the
St. Lawrence navigation and the canals
required to complete the system, every one
will regard the prosecution of works of that
kind as of great importance to this country.

Without canals we have to conduct our
commerce at, greatly enhanced prices. By
improving our canal system we have chosen
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the wisest and most beneficial course, not
only for ourselves, but for those who ara to
succeed us, and any debt which may be in-
curred in that way is perfectly legitimate,
Coming as I do from the Maritime Provinces
of course I can speak in no other terms than
terms of approval of the completion of the
Intercolonial Railway, 1 think it a most
useflul public wark.

Hon,Mr. READ—Hear! hear!

Hon Mr. HAYIHORNE—] candidly ad-
mit there was n time when [ did noy per.
ceive that that road was hikely, in any con-
siderable way, to etlect the interests of the
Province with which I am connected, other-
wise than as & convenience for travellers,
but I have had occasion to ohserve th.t 1t
greatly facilitates, not only travel, but the
commerce of Prince Edward Island, and I
believe 1n the future that these tacilities
will be greaily increased. - Railways are
great monopolies. 1 believe that the
most productive tarift has not yet been
devised. Itmust be a subject for those who
have charge of the road, to devise a tanft
that will bring the utmost amount of traftic
101t, and allow the smallest amount to pass
our doors. 1fwetfiad from a bad arrange-
ment of tanfl, or from any other cause,
that traflic passes by our stations and con.
tinues to pass along the highways, you must
either come to the corclusion that
your tariff is too high, or some other disad-
vantage prevails that is in your power to
remedy, It will require time, experience
and excellent judgment on the part of those
who have the management of those roads
before their traftic is thoroughly developed.
and its most bepeficial effects on the inter-
ests of the country will be found. I think
that the success that has nttended the ex-
hibitors of Canada at Philadelphia must hea
matter of ccngratulation for everybody. The
natural products and the manufactures of
our country have been well represented,
and, ae I am informed, the exhibition on the
part of Canada has been a matter of surprise
and admiration to the whole of those who
assembled from all parts of the world at
Philadelphia. As to the revenue and expen-
diture to which His Excellency has referred,
I think that last session Parliament
adopted the proper course, when it was
found that the revenue Wwas in a
failing condition, to curtail expenditure ; and
if the Government continued that policy I
think they will bave the endorsation of the
country in that direction. It isa matter of
regret that the fisheries question should be
Kkept in the unsettled condition in which it
is. The fisheries of the maritime provinces

have not been ue successful this year as

usual, So far as our province is concerned
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the fisherics have fallen off considerably,
which may be attributed partly to want of
proper protection ot our fishery interests.
Qur fisheries must be carefully guarded by
¢kill and science. Wemust study the habits
and history of our fish, and ascertain the
causes that drive them frormn our shores so
that we may adopt the best measures to
improve our shore fisheries. The shore fronts
are very aptto alter, and 1f the fresh water
runs are not Kept open in the spawning sea~
son the consequence is a serious fallinyg oft in
that important branch of our industries.
Whether the Government are aware of it or
not there are important claims by individ-
als in Prince Edward Island against the
American Government which have been
steadily rejected, although they could not
on apy just grounds be evaded, 1 refer to
thereb:te ot dutiss paid after the adoption
of the Washington Treaty, after American
fishermen had access to our waters. Not-
witbstanding frequent representations by
the lmperial Government, and remon-
strances to the Island Government this re-
fund has never been paid to our fishermen.
1 hope and trust that the Government of Ca-
nada will not allow the matter to drop
without further efforts to have this matter
settled. As to the Indian affairs of our Do-
mmion I am accustomed to regard
the Canadian policy with satistaction. 1
believe 1n their arrangements with the
Indian tribes for the extinguishment of
thetr titles to lands in the Northwest ; the
Government ot Canada have done an
act creditable to the honor of the Do-
minion. 1t has been the policy of this
Dominion to raise the Indians in the scale
of civilization, to make them farmers, me-
chanics and members of society, so as to
induce’ them to depend upon other and
more certain modes of hvelihood than by
the chase. Our treaties offer a very favor-
able contrast when compared with the
treaties which our neighbors have made
with their Indians, We have our reward 1n
the peace and prosperity of the tribes and
the absence of Indian wars, while our ter-
ritories have been extended peacefully, I
believe that a provision for the per-
manent prosecution of our geological
survey 18 & very wise measure,
1t 1s 1mportant that we should know the
riches of this country below, as well as
above, ground. A thorough knowledge ot
the capabilities of this country, both in 1ts
mineral and agricultural wealth, is of the
utmost importance, and a full and complete
geological survey of the Dom:nion may save
large and fruitless expenditures of moneyin
mining projects that would otherwise be
thrown away. [ believe that great sums of
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money have been thrown away m Great
Britain just for want of geological know-
ledge ; therefore 1consider 1t 18 of great im-
portance that the geological survey should
be made a branch of the public service. I
8ee no direct mention has been made 1n the
speech as to the depression which unhap-
pily prevailed when we last met, and we may

presume from that that the worst
of the commercial depression bas
passed. No doubtsome branches of trade

and commerce have suffered severely, and
we cannot but sympathise with those who
bave succumbed through the pressure. But
we have to congratulate ourselves upon the
establishment of new branches of iadustry
#nd commerce which have been com-
menced under favorable auspices with
great Britain. It would have been con-
sidered & wonderful thing » few years ago
to propose to transport cattle alive from
this country to Great Britam for food, and
yet this has actually been done the past
year over and over again, not only with ad-
vantage to Canada, but also to Great Bri-
tam. I hope that thisnew branch ot busi-
hess will coutinue to be a remunerative one,
881t will tend to stimulate our agricultural
interests much more than the producing
and export of grain. 1n all parts of Canada
the lands at first possessed extraordinary
fertility, which, after years ot tillage, be-
came exhausted, and it required large ex-
Penditure of money to renew it. The de.
mand in Europe for our cattle for food, and
our horses for military purposes, will stimu-
Iate this branch of industry to the advan-
tage of the yorl. It is, porhaps, neither the
Proper time nor place to enquire into the
Causes of the depression which was noted
last yeur. { assume, from the fact that it

a8 received no special attention from the

overoment, that it is much modified at
Present, No person can travel through the
length and breadth of the Dominion without
Seeing signs of prosperity. I have seen pro-
igl:ess In the public works, and 1 have seen
ou:m own Province an experiment carried
ma With  comparative success that
D Y Woik g revolution in those parts of the
bgmxm;m where there are ice bound har-
o "i) t has been an immense advantage 1n
“‘:1’ roviace 10 have a winter steamer cross

e Straits of Northumberland with & mo-
t:"“e “mount of success. 1 hope and trust

at the prosperny of Canada will continue,
and that our course will be onward and up-
":"ds With as few checks as can be reason:
?o x:y expected in the history of the Domin-
B Hon, MR. CAMPBELL—I am sure that we

ll'e all listened with great 1nterest and
Pleasure to the remarks which have tallen
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from the hon. gentlemar who moved
and seconded the resolution for this
address, The hon. gentleman from
pPrince Edward Island we have had
the happiness of meeting for some
years in this House ; his presence and lan.
guage are lamiliar to us, but we meet for
the first time the hon. gentleman who
moved the address. I think I may say for
this side of the House, we are glad to wel-
come him and to listen to his remarks. It
would be impossible forall of us to conour
in the views which have been expressed by
either of the honorable gentlemen who
kave spoken. They are the views, no doubt,
most pleasant to the ears of the Govern.
ment, but not those, we believe, which are
held by the people of Canada, We are not
quite 80 sanguine as they have expressed
themselves to be, His Excellency’s visit to
British Columbia must have been one at-
tended with great interest to himself, and
one which the people of the Dominion, in
whose ecteem he holds a justly high place,
will be glad he had an opportunity ot pay-
mg. 1t completes the circle, 1 believe
(with the exception of Manitobs) of His Ex-
cellency’s visit to the various provinces of
the Dominion, and I fancy there are very
few people 1n Canada who have seen more
of it or who know more about its aflairs
than the Governor-General. What passed
on that side ot the continent we are not mn»
formed in any way that we can take notice
of in this House. Had His Excellency been
accompanied by any Minister and had any-
thing been done there which could properly
comeo before Parliament, no doubt 1t would
have been brought before us. 'I'he Pacific
Railway surveys, we are told, have been
prose.uted with the utmost vigor, but the
long delays which have taken place remain
still, 1 fear, unexplained We find very little
work has been done, although the diticul-
vies of location extend over but & small por-
tion, comparatively, of the whole route.
My honorable triend from British Columbia
will be able to speak on that subject with
more certainty than I can. The delay 1s
more probably the result of an inability to
cope with the difficult task which 1s before
the governmen of this country or of deter-
mined disposition to defer action as long ag
possible. I am afraid British Columbia
will eo consider it. From remarks made
by members of the Government at difterent
times and places, they have reason to ap-
prehend that there is & disposition to put
off the construction of that work as long as
possible. The paragrapis relatingto the
Treaty of Washington and the Extradition
Treaty do not seem to require special men.
tion. The mnegotiation of the latter, to



8 The

which the hon. gentleman said, His Excel-
1ancy was giving special attention, does not
come, I apperehend, before hiin asa mstter
of fact in aunyway, save that we being so
deeply interested 1n it His Excellency will
be probably informed of the negotiations
from time to time, but they undoubtedly
will be entered into by Great Britain and
the Wnited States. 'The suspension of work
onthe Welland and other canals, which we
are mformedis to take place, 18 a policy
which ofters & remarkable contrast to what
we we were told by the Ministry of the House
during last session. One of the strongest
reasons why the Government works should
be proceeded with, we were told last session
was in order to help to give employment
and alleviate the general depression n the
country ; and even 1f the work in itself was
not expedient to be undertaken yet for
general reasons aftecting the whole people,
we were told 1t should be pushed forward.
We were told so with reference to even
that most unnecessary work the Georgian
Bay Branch Railroad, and when we expos-
tulated with the members of the Govern-
ment 1n this House and pointed out the
abaurdity of bwilding now a road without
connections at either end, when we ex-
pressed our convictions that 1t was 1mpossi-
ble that it was in the public interest,
and expressed our suspicions that there
was some other motive actuating the
Government, such as the rewarding of
a converted partisan, we were told this
work and others should be proceeded
with, whethes 1t was wanted or not,
in order to g:ve employment to labor in the
depressed state of the labor market. Now
we are congratulated that works of real
value and importance are not. to be proceed-
ed witb, works which are 1nfinitely more
needed than the one to which I have referr-
ed. Then, the hon. gentleman who second-
ed the motion congratulates us upon the
completion of the Intercolonial Rallway, and

says he was at one time opposed
to 1it. I understand he and his
friends were opposed to it all along

and made it one ot their objections to union
with this country. But the objections to
the lntercolonial Rail#ay were not confined
to the hon. gentlomen and his friends 1n
Prince Edward Island. A large section of
the party now supporting the Government
obstructed the late Administration in the
building of that road, and threw every ob-
stacle in their power 1n our way. Now,
when, 1n spite of their opposition, 1t 18 com.
pleted and in running order, hon. genile-
men opposite are quite willing—1I do not
say they are not quite right in doing su—to
ocongratulate the country upon the advan-
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tages arising from the completion of a great
national work which they had all along
vehemently opposed. It is pleasant to us
to reflect that the time has come when our
opponents are willing to congratulate them-
selves on what we accomplished. 1 am
glad the mrails have gone by that route. 1
join the hon. gentieman who moved the ad-
dress 1n feeling a pride that our mails are
passing through our own country all the
year round. 1 believe the experiment has
been 80 far emmently successiul. The trip
has been made 1n 19 hours to Riviere du
Loup, 22 hours to Quebec and 33 to 36
hours to Montreal, and mails have been
delivered 1n Montreal some twelve or fif-
teen hours eurlier than the average time by
the former route from Portland. 7bat ad-
vantage has not been extended to Ontario,
because the special tramn that brings the
mails has stopped at Montreal. Had 1t
been continued we would have had our
mails twelve or fifteen hours earlier 1
Toronto and the West. It must be grat:.
fymng to my hon. friend from Montreal, who
was chief Commissioner to the Centennial
Exposition to find that his services, and
those of his brother Commissioners are
considered so great as to justify this un-
usual step of relglrring to them n the
Speech from the Throne. 1 had nct the
pleasure of being at the Exposition, but L
am quite willing to believe that everything
1 the power of this honorable gentleman
was done by him to make the Exhibition on
the part of Canada a success. Thsre 18 a
from the diminution of importations and
my hon. friend who seconded the motion,
alludes to the absence of any language mn
the speech concerning the general depres-
sion of trade,’ industries and commerce.
It 1s one of the most unfortunate omissions
that could have occurred 1n & speech from
the Throne, delivered at this particular
epoch of the history of the country. My
hon, friend must live in a very promising
and healthy Province, if the stagnation
which has atfected the continent generallliy,

[
seemed 10 believe—and I admire the sim.
plicity of his faith—that because His Excel.
lency did not mention this depression in his
speech, it does not exist. Credulity could
not possibly go further. The people of On-
tario, Quebec, Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick would like to be able to come to the
same conclusion, but on better premises.
The depression of all our industries 18 only
too true. There 1s hardly a branch ot trade,
or of manufacture, throughout the country
which isnot in & state of extreme depres-
sion. That, 1l think, every one knows, 8o
far from tbere being & termination to it, I
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don’t think any one sees an improvement.
My hon. friend who moved the address
made no sllusion to it, and we must all re-
gret the absence of any expression of sym-
pathy with the distress which is only too ap.
parent throughout the length and breadth
of the country. 1 apprehend 1t the mem-
bers of Parhiament who assembled yester-
day had, before leaving their constituencies,
consulted the electors wishes, they would
have replied with a final shake of the hand,
“Try and restore the prosperity of the
country ! Try and put sn end to the stagna-
tion which has lasted so long!® This is
what three-fourths of the people would
have said, yet there 1s not a word in the
speech to show there 18 any disposition to
try and change this state of things. I en-
tirely concur in the expressions with regard
to the management of the Indians. I
think, without assuming . anything that 18
not fairly due to Canada, we may safely
congratulate ourselves on the course that
has been pursued for many long years with
the Indians in their affairs, a course which
has endeared the Government of Great

Britain, and the Government of this
country as the successor of Great
Britain, to the Indians,, which has

gwven us an influence oved them which
has always been exercised for their good.
1t has been an upright and honest course,
and it 1s, as this speech describes 1t,a
‘‘humane, just and Christian policy.’’ By a
uniform system of good faith and honesty
we have maintaimned the influence of the
Crown among them. I have listened again
and again to the descriptions given by offi-
cials who have passed over the continent, of
their reception by the various tribes of
Indians with whom they have come 1n con.
tact. I have listened latterly to sucha
description given by the gallant officer who
commands the militia of this country, and
Wwhose presence amongst the Indian tribes
between here and the Rocky Mountains the
Year before last was of great use to the
country, and satisfied him of the attachment
of the Indians to the Crown,and o} their
perfeot confidence in the upright way in
which they had been dealt with. Though
the Indian title to the lands has not been
éxtinguished 1 British Columba, where
they have not been treated as the original
Proprietors of the country, here n Untario,
8nd between here and the Rocky Moun-
tains, their lands have been purchased be-
fore surveys were made or any steps taken
to civilize the country. Our success 1n their
management 18 the envy ot our neighbors.
Onlylast week I read an article in the New
York World, m which the stateof Indian
affars nz the United States was described,

4
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and 1t terminated with the statement,* The
only country on the continent which seems
to be able to deal successtully with the
Indian 1s Canada.” 'This, from such s
source, 18 & tribute paid to Canada’s Indian
policy which I was very glad indeed to read.
The honorable gentleman who moved the
address spoke with some degree of confi-
dence—I think with an over-sanguine feel-
mg—of the eflect which might be produced
by the Joint Stock Companies Aet promis-
ed m the address. ltie, no doubt, a desir. -
able principle, and one which we should all
like to see acted upon; butI think my hon-
orable triend will find it is very difficult to
keep persons applying for joint stock com-

pany powers within those acts. We
have had, from time fo time’
in Canada, Jomnt Stockk Companies

Acts, and some people have been willing to
be incorporated under them, but a great
many, though they might have done the
same, applied for private acts, and whether
they got them depended on the Committees
of Parliament at the time, and the disposi-
tion of the Government towards those who
were desirous of getting them, It was dur-
1ng last session or the session before that
the question of a Vice-Admiralty Court for
our 1nland waters was proposed 1n the other

- branch of the Legislature by a member of

the Opposition there. Whether 1t is likely
to be a benefit or not is a doubtful question.
The increase of litigation which 18 likely to
result from it may counter-balance some of
its advantages. We have for a long time
got on without this court for our nland
waters, and though we have felt some incon-
venience, I think such & measure is yet, at
any rate, of doubttul utility. The chief ad-
vantages which are contended for 1t are that
you are enabled to stop the vessel itself in-
stead of having to proceed agamnst 1ts
owner. For instance, n case of a oollision
1 Canadian waters between a Canadian and
an American vessel, the latter goes to her
own coast, and you have noremedy, except
by suit agamst the owner; but suppose the
collision takes place 1 United States
waters, the Uanadian vessel can be stopped
and held in security. Ihe principal advan-
tage of this-Admiralty Court 18 that you can
hold the vessel 1tself, which you cannot do
in an ordinary court until after the suit s
terminated and you have got a judgment.
The other measures which are suggested
are of very little consequence. The great
omission from the speech is the one to which
I have alluded, and which 1 exceedingly de-
plore. [ will not resume my seat without
expressing my regret atthe lossof the
presence of the honorable gentleman who
was Minster of Agriculture here, and who
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for a very long time had been associated
most pleasantly with all the members of
this House, on both sides of 1t. [ very much
regret his loss, although 1 cannot but con-
gratulate him upon his elevation to the im-
portant office which he ho!ds, and which 1
am coniident he will fill with strict
regard to constitutioral usage and
mmparti:lity to  both political parties
in that Province. Whether we are
indebted to the Crown or to the Opposition
in Kamouraska for the presence in this
House of the hon. gentleman who has suc-
ceéded to his portfolio, it is perhaps difficult
to say. We heard it stated that be would
not leave the Commons. We saw that he
puid a visit to his constituency, and many of
us have a suspicion that he was unwilling to
face a contest, and that i$ was in view of the
danger of defeat in X.nmourasks that he pre-
ferred the repose of the Senate, However
this may be we hope that the mantle of his
predecessor may fall upon him in one
respect, and that we shall have the same
cordial and straightforward dealing with the
House, which we experienced from his pre-
decessor in whose statements in the House
and communication of information ws felt
confidence could be placed.

There are some hLonorable members on
this eide of the louse who desite to spesk
on this regolution, but who are not able to
do s0 this afternoon, and I trust the Govern-
ment will oot press the motion until they
have had an opportunity of speaking.

Hoo. Mr. CARRALL~ 1 have the pleasure
of once more seeing a number of old fami-
liar faces around wmie, and some new ones,
while I miss from their places others who
shall never fill them again. I would rather
postpone what I have 10 say respecting the
speech. owing to the absence of one of my
colleagues in England, and the other who is
on his way here from British Columbia. But
the few remarks I have to make will be ex:
paragraph about the loss of revenue, chiefly
pressed in that frank and candid manner
that I have been accustomed to give my
views on any subject on which 1 have to
epeux in the chamber, I congratulate the
Government, as usual, on having made a
Btep in the right direction to obtain a con-
Bpicuous success in the buldness of the
words they have put into their Governor-
General’s mouth. Year by year the Cabinet
have succeeded in msking weaker
and weaker His Excellency's Speech from
the Throne, until at length 1t contsins next
to nothing. ! had not the pleasure of
being present when the utterances ot the
mover of the address were being made, but
still 1 am not without a hope that on some
tuture occasion I shall have the pleasure of
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listening to words of wisdom from that gen-
tleman. Many of the hoa. raembers who
have been elevated to the Senats are—I|
must confess my ignorance—unknown to
10e, but I hope to be betteracquamnted with
them before the close of the present session.
While I feel an Interest in every Province
and parish in the Dominion, 1 am more par-
ticularly interested in that remote district
to which H's Excellency has been pleased
to devote so small a paragraph 1n his speech,
L refer to British Columbia. There are, in
my Judgment, only two questions in that
speech that will involve the particular at
tention otf the representatives ot that Pro.
vince in this body during the present ses-
sion. With respect to the Pacific Railway
His Excellency, I regrei to say, seemed to
give expression t» opinions at variance
with the previous utterances of the mem-
bers of the Government on the subject. I
refer more particularly to the remarks ot
the bon. Secretary of State whose public
statements on record were to the effect that
the Canadian Pacitic Railway could not be
built in forty years.

Hon. JAMES SKIEAD—One hundred
years.

Hon. Mr. CARR ALL—I am pot here to be
bypercritical, but I do desire to take cogni-
zance of the pre-portfolio utterances
of the hon. gentleman, ‘t'he honorable
Secretary ot State hassince then toned down
considerably the remarks he has made on
this subject, and there are others on the
floor of this House sangume enough to be-
lieve that the honor of Canada will not be
forfeited by a repudiation of her agreement
with British Columbia. I regret to see that
the Government have persistently, in the
faces ol the recommendations of the hon.
orable gentlemen who sit both on the right
and lett of the throne, come down to this
House year after year without any Pacitic
Rallway policy, and this year they have made
Lord Dufferin say that the surveys have
not. been completed. These same gentle-
men, atter all their boast 1n Opy.osition that
they could build this railway quicker and at
lesser cost than the old Government, with
all the facilities at their command, with all
the previous efforts put forth by their pre-
decessors, have been obliged to force the
Governor-General to come down here and
say that they are still without a Canadian
Pacitic Railway policy. The prosecution of
the geological survey has heretofore been
obliged to depend upon votes for five years,
support. 1think the Government are act
ng wisely in making 1t a permanent branch
ot the public service, and [ shall be glad to
co-operate with him 1n this matter. There
is another question upon which I congratu.
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late this Administration and the previous
Government. The Government of the day
have been enabled, by the assistance of
their predecesso.s, to carry out a successful
lndian policy. 1 congratulaite the honor-
able Secretary of State upon the wisdom
which the Government have displayed in
following out the policy of their predeces-
gors. 1 have the honor to say that ina
very subordinate position I attended the
Philadeiphia Exposition. 1am able to con-
gratulate the Government on the position
which Canada occupied 1n the display ot her
products and manufactures. But I am
bound to say, in the face of the honorable
gentlemen here, and in tha face of the peo-
ple of Canada, that I regret there wasa
manifest want of harmony between the gen-
tlemen on the (‘ommission during the three
or four weeks of my study of the diflerent
departments, which did not characterize
the representatives from other parts of the
world. To whom that was attributable I
do not wish to state at this time. Perhaps
1t would be wisdom not to reter to it agamn;
but [ repeat my regret, knowing the ability
of the gentlemen, that their meetings were
Dot of thatcharacter due to their position,
and that apy success which our exhibitors
have attained is due to the exhibitors them-
selves, and not to the Commussioners.

Hon. Mr, SCOTT asked if it was desired
by the leader of the Opposition that the de-
bate should be postponed. Hitherto the
custom had been, when the address was
taken up on Friday, to dispose of 1ton that
day, or, when it was taken up ¢on Monday,
to dispose of 1t on Monday., He was pre-
Pared to take the sense of the House if
there was a desire for postponement.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said he entirely
%n‘curred in what the honorable Secretary
of State had said as to constitutional usage in
the debate on the address, but some honor-
able gentlemen had not yet arrivedwho would
doubtless like to have something to say 1n
the debate, and if 1t was the pleasure of the

Ouse it would be better to adjaurn it.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT moved the adjourn
ment of the debate 111l Monday.

he motion was carried, and the House
adjourned at 5:15 o’clock.

——

Moxpay, Feb, 12,

The Senate met at 3 o’clock.
After roufine,

Mr. WILMOT resumed the adjournei de-
bate on the Address, He sail :—There are
B0ome pointe 1n this address to which I wish
;.o refer. Before domng so, L would congratu-
ate the House on the adaition to its num-
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bers of the honorable member from Hamil-
ton, who 8o ably expressed himself in
moving the Addrese. My honorable friend
the Minis er of Agriculture I hive known
for several years, and have formed a high
estimate of his abilities. He will prove &
valuable ad:l1tion to the House. With re-
gard to g Excellency’s visit to British
Columbia, I think we c¢:n all join in hoping
that it msy have some effect in bringing
about a better teeling between that Pro-
vince and the other portions of the Domin-
10on. We have on the statute books an act
by which the public faith of this Dominlon
is pledged to construct the Pacific R~ilway.
I, with some other members, vot-d against
the agreement which was entered upon
when the Province hecame a member of the
Contederatiop, and I have not seen any rea-
son Lo change my opinion 1n that 1espect. 1
am quite certain, if we are to borrow money
in Great Britain, creating what may be
called a foreigr debt, the time will come
when there must be an entire change in our
monetary system, or it must land us in great
difficulties. In connection with this matter,
[ would refer to the clause 1n the Address
relative to the Royal Commission and in-
structions to the Governor General. I do
not refer particularly to the p.rt relative
to the prerogative of pardon, because it is
a matter altogether to be dealt with by legal
men, but there are two other clauses m
the instructions which 1 hope the
Minister of Justice will endeavour to have
removed. Both relate to matters which
should be entirely within our own control.
Une is clause 3, which instructs His kxcel
lency not to assent in Her Majesty’s name
to any bill whereby any paper or cur-
rency can be made «a legal tender.
We have now legal tender notes of the
Domnion, and for what reason that clause
should be continued is beyond my compre-
bension. The fourth cliuse instructs His
‘Excellency not to «ssent to any bill impos-
ing differential duties on importations trom
other countries. Now,Parliament has already
legislated in that direction and imposed dif-
ferential duties on salt from foreign coun-
tries, while salt from Great Britain was ad-
mitted free, and teas 1mported from the
United States wassubject 1o 10 per cent duty,
while from Great Britain or China it was ad-
mitted free, In both those cases the royal
instructions wers nct acted upon. Sir Alex.
Galt, 1n a report made by him as Finance
Minister 1 1860, relative to differential
duties, said :—¢ Respect to the Imperial
Government muat always dictate the desire
io satisfy them that the policy of this
country 18 neither hastily nor unwisely form-
od, and that due regard is had to the inter-
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ects of the Mother Country as well as of the
province. Butthe Government of Canada
acting for 1ts Legislature and people, cannot
through those feelings of deference which
they owe to the Imperial authorities, in any
manner or way diminish the right of the
people of Canada to decide for themselves,
both as to the mode and extent to which
taxation shall be imposed. In the 1mposi-
tion of taxation it 18 s0 plainly neceseary
that the administration and the people
should be in accord that the former
canpot admit respomsibility or require
spproval beyond that of the
Local Legslature, self-government would be
utterly annihilated if the views of the Im-
perial Government were to be .preferred to
those of the people of Canada. It is, there-
fore,the duty of the present Government
disunetly to affirm the right of the Canadian
Legislature to adjust the taxation of the
people 1n the way they deem best—even if
1t shounld, unfortunately, happen not to
meet the approval of the Imperial Ministry.
Her Majesty cannot be advised to disallow
such acts unjess her udvisers are prepared
to aesume the administration Jof the affairs
of the colony irrespective of the views of 1ts
inhabitants.”” Now, 1 entirely concur in
those views,and I trust —though I do not
know the mind ot the Government on this
question—that they will urge that this
porti:n of the royal instructions be with-
drawn. When we look at Canada now,
confederated as it is, and extending from
ocean 1o ocean, with 1ts vast resources, we
should be the best judges of what 1s best
sutted to our interests without having them
regulated through the Colomal Office. At
all events, 1 think under Kesponsible Gov-
ernment we should adjust the taxation of
our own people and the expenditure of our
own money within our own territory 1n such
& way a8 would best suit our own interests.
1 see, by reference to the trade and naviga

tion returns that our irade with the United
States has been as tollows : In 1873, our ex-
ports to that country were $47,735 678 ; im-
ports, $40,054,655, showing a balance in
our favor, In 1874—exports, $2£,061,117;
imports, $54,000,000. In 1875—exports,
$26,653,216 ; imports, $50,805,000. Our ex.
ports have greatly decreased till they
were only balf the amount of our imports.
It is the opinion of some political
economists that the more we 1m-
port the richer we become. It 1t were
simply & question of a free exchange of
commodities for commodities, without the
intervention of money, and our goods sent
there sold for one hundred per ceat. profit,
that would be perfectly correct, but honor.
able gentlemen, understand there are other
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matters which enter into this question.
Those who are conversant with our trade
with the United States know for the last
two years it has been difticult to find any-
thing to ship from Canada that would leave
any margin of profit at all. I know in our
part of the country the markets have been
80 depressed in lumber that great losses
have occurred, and I think from this section
the trade has been carried on with very
small profit, if any at all. This difference
of $25,000,000 must be paid either 1 gold,
which 1s our only legal tender, or bills ot
exchange on other countries, which com-
mand the gold, or by bankrupicy. ILsay a
state of trade like this, istead of being
beneficial to our interests is adverse to
them. Honorable gentlemen may say this
18 Free Trade. I denyit; it 18 eimply free
mmports, not Free Trade; Free Trade is an
exchange of commodities on equal terms.
1t may be said we have large markets else-
where, and we are merely enabled to buy in
the cheapest and sell in the dearest market,
but when we ship goods to the United
States we are met with dutlies which are
almost prohibitory, ranging from twenty to
fifty and sixty per cent., while the highest
duty on our side on articles coming from
that country isonly 17} per cent. Now,
let us look at our general trade: In
1873 our exports were $89,789,922;
mmports, $128 011,281, In 1874, exports,
$89,351,928 ; imports $128,213,532, In 1¥75,
exports §$77,866,979; imports $123,070,283.
Lherefore, 1f there is apything in what is
called the balance of trade, it is very largely
aganst us, unless we recognize the principle
that the more we 1mport the richer we grow.
Under the circumstances I demur to that.
We have only to look round the country to
see tha depression which exists, and I am
rather surprised that no reference 1s made
to it 1n the Speech from the Thronme. I can
speak for my own part of the country, and
say it 18 felt there. Last year in alluding of
the depressed state of trade throughout the
commercial world 1 saild 1n my opinion tt
was ciused, to a great extent, by the large
payment of gold by France to Germany.
My honorable friend oppesite from Kingston
thought it was & rather ridiculous statement
to mske,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Not at all. It
was only the way the honorable gentleman
remarked that the gold was locked up in
Potsdam.

Hon, Mr. WILMOT—The* reason I
sald Potsdam was from the fact that the
Prussian Government kept their treasure
locked up in that fortress. I made the
statement in February, and 1n the London
KEconomist of March 1lith, about a month
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after, I found something to justify my
opwion. Probably there are not five honor-
able members of this [louse who would not
have agreed with my honorable friend
opposite, that the payment of that money
had nothing to do with the depression.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—That was not my
view. I don’t think anyone doubts those
payments of gold had something to do with
1t.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT—The London Econo-
mist gives a general resume of the commer-
clal and financial history of 1875, and it is
the organ of the great financiers in London,
which may be calied the clearing house of
the financial world. It says :—“ It is now
Possible, by the aid of experience, t0 see
Pretty clearly what have been the general
causes which have led to the diffused com-
mercial suffering of the last two years and a
hall. The first, and the most powerful of
these causes,'was the Franco-German war ;
the payment of the indemnity of 220 mil
lions sterling by Frapce to Germany.’ I
formed my opinion trom long practical ac-
quaintance 1n these matters, an experience
in thp trade, manufactures ‘and agriculture
of this country for the last fifty years and
its legislation for over thirty, and 1, there-
fore, speak with some knowledge of the
subject. 1In 1866 the great cause of the de-
Pression was the large export of the pre-
Clous metal from Great Britain to
the East for the purchase of cot-
ton, &c., which had previously been
!mported from tho Southern States, and
Was paid for in Britsh manufaciures.
"t)wa’s the eftect of the currency, which is

© life blood of trade, for the withdrawal
of 1t affected the whole fabric of credit to an
;!xtent. probably of twenty times the amount,
t(_)r asthe gold goes out, the paper circula

100 must come 1n. T am satistied, trom my
glmmmatlon of this subject of money, that
a:;ng the price of gold 13 radically unsound
e Unsclentific. 1lread a very clever ar-
sitee ;vrnten by my honorable friend oppo-
to & fom Toronto (Hon. Mr. Macpherson),

ir John Rose, on the subject of the ex-

;:t:ls‘% bankingsyst.enn. Manv of his opin-
pomogelrtasnly concur in, but to a certamn
2 opposed. In the letier he op-

ngeae ;g;'overnmem issue, and he speaks of
which th IClty of our banking system, by
re quisltee °€°PS can be moved whenever 1t is
Now. I ty the 1ssue ot banking notes,
s s;’;o slz:jybh“ our circulation, whatever 1t
a.x’ld 'h“ .28, 0 doubt, about the security,
P e views [ hold are supported by the

8 uﬂancml men 1n the British Parhiament.,
it;i: ﬁknow Mr. Gladstone isa high author-
ot nanca, 8o also 1s Sir Stattord North-

. They and several other members of
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the House of Commons have studied this
financial question thoroughly. Mr. Palmer,
Deputy Governor of the Bank of England,
was authorizad by the Bank to give evidence
before a committee of the House of Com

mons upon the subject of banks of 1ssue 1n
1875,and the Committee gathered a vast deal
of information from banks on the subject
It is an extraordinary fact that those banks
which bad not the pcwer to issue made the
Iargest dividends. The question is asked
Mr. Palmer: ¢ i think you said that you
would maintamm the existing restrictions
upon banksof 1ssue in England, 1n order to
drive them, if possible into the rerunciation
of their 1ssues?’ And he answers: ¢ Asa
matter of public policy, I would not remove
any disability under which they now labor.”
The Scotch banks wished to go into Eog-
land in order to estsblish branches. Then °
the question isasked: “ You would continue
the restrictions, with a view of gently com-
pelling them to give up their 1:8ues?”’ Aand
he replies: # Yes, 1t they can beinduced to
do it I think that 1t would be an advantage
to the public;”’ and he goes on to give his
reasons why the issue should be a State
izgue, und it is the prevailing opinion among
the highest financial authorities in England
that the issue should proceed from the
State, and banking should be free, but the
currency should be thoroughly secured.
The day must come—1f we are to go on bor-
rowing money in Great Britain to build the
Pacific Rallroad—when & revolution of our
monetary system will be forced upon us in
some shape, either that oy bsnkruptey.
But referring again to my honorable triend’s
pamphlet, in which he speaks of moving
the crops. How1s1t done? By the issue
of bank notes. But bank notes are not
money ; ihey are sumply evidences of debt,
These are issued to the public at the cost of
the printing and the paper, and what do
thev get mn exchange? ‘Lhey get the values
ot the country on notes 1ssued with the
promise to pay gcld, which the bank returns
show they do not hold, and the parties who
give the property pay them mnterest ; there-
tore, the bank got the interest in place of
the public. With regard to the issue of
Dominion notes, 1 am strongly of the opin-
ion, from my examination of the course of
trade, that they have been of great advan.
tage to the country, but a great portion of
them are held by the banks which issue
their own notes upon them. 1 entirely die-
approve of the bill brought in by the hon.
orable Secretary of State to limit those
issues. They are the soundest issues we
could have, and the public sheuld have the
benefit of that circulation in place of the
banks. Referring again to the ocourse of
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the trade of the Umited States,
under their protective policy, and

that of Great Britain, under the free 1mport
system-—~] quote from an article 0a British
trade—* The completed returns of British
foreign trade for the year 18706, showsa
large decline in exports, and sn almost
stationsry condition of the import trade.
The imports of the year were of a value of
£374.004,000, which was an increase of onl
£63,000 over 1874. "The imports m 1874
were of a value ot £370,01:0.000 sterling, and
1n 1873 they were £371 000,000.
years, therefor, there has heen an increase
of three willions sterling, or less than one
per cent. The exports in 1876 amounted
1n value to only £200 576,000, against £233.-
4750 01n 1875. 1n 1874 they were valued
at £239 500,000, and in 1873 at £255,000,000.
The decline has thus exceeded twenty
per cent in three years. 1 probably would
not occupy the time of the House in refer-
ring to those matter, were it not that the
question of the tarift comes before theSenate
on the last day of the sersion. If 1am not
1 order the Speaker wiil tell me.

Mr. SPEAKER—You are in order.

Hon. Mr. WILMOYT—Durmmg the last year
bankruptcies occurred 1n this country to
the extent of $26,000,000, and the amouunt
during the last thiee years approached
$90,000,000. 1t 18 the duty of everyone
who can speak on this question to express
Lis views, and I have no hesitation in saying
the policy which I would approve of in deal-

ing with the Unit.d States 18, to
treat them precisely as they treat
us, and stop the larger  drain
of gold that they take from wus.

We know what has occurred with regard to
our boundaries, and in the Alavama treaty,
with regard to our fisheries. the payment ot
what is due to us. We understand all that,
and i is a raistaken 1dea to pursue the
ignis faiius of reciprocity. As [ said 1n 1865
at the Quebec Council of Trade I say now,
we should send no one from Canada to ne-
gotiate arevival of the Reciprocity Treaty ;
let them seek us. There are but two fac-
tors 1n wealth—one the natural resources
given by the Creator, the other the industry
and the mngenuity of the people possessing
them converting them iuto exchangahle
commodities. Referring to the tables show-
ing the 1mport and export trade of the
United States, they will show how entirely
different the result is, compared with
ours. In 1874 the imports mto the
United  States  were  $577,400,000 ;
exports, $642,000,000. la 1875, imports,
$525 800,000 ; exnorts, §589,800.000. In
1876, imports, $561,002,000; exports, $646,-
976,000, showing a large excess of exports

In three
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every year. Here I may quote irom the
Westminster Review, speaking of the position
of the manufacturing 1ndustries of Great
Britain under the free 1mport syvstem : —4“We
shall not be considered premature, we hope,
in pointing oud the danger in this direction’
—that iz, the danger of losing their manu-
facturing supremacy—* when we read in
the public prints that tires are being
delivered n the neighborhood of Sheflield
at prices far lower than thos= at which they
can be produced there; that American caiico
is sent for sile to Minchester at
thirteen - pence & pound, while
the same quality cannot be produced there
under thirteen pence halipenny; that a
Halifax carpet firm have removed a large
portion of their machinery to the United
States, where they hope to turn out ther
goods more quickly and protitably; that
English black silks have given jlace to
those of France, Prussia and the Lower
Rbwe; that Basle has seriously crippled
the ribbon trsde of Coventry; that the
English silk-velvet trade 1s quite snuffad
out, our velvets now coming trom Crefteld
in Rhenish Prussia; that in the trimming
departments of our warehouses everything
1s almost exclusively German manufacture.”
And so0 it goes on to show how the manu-
facturers of other countries are undersell-
ing their Knglish rivals in their own mar-
kets,

Hon. Mr, PENNY—Do they recommend
protection?

Hon. Mr. WILMOT--They are looking at
the f.cts, Iama free trader 1f Fiee Trade
18 carried out in gold, but 1 am not oneof
your free import men. They look at the
tact that the United Siates, under what is
called a protective policy, are actually
underselling Great Britain in her own mar-
kets, and competing with her inall the mar-
ketsof the world. Should we not adopt
what will do most for the development of
our own industries and the employment of
our own people? We are paying hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars to get
immigrants to this country and we
cannot keep our own young men. 1
know 1 my own neighborhood people are
abandoning their farms because they cannot
sell the:n, snd are going oft to California and
the Pacific coast., 1 re.d the regort of the
committee appointed last session by the
other House to take into consideration the
cause of the gene:al depression, and [ see
they attribute it to over-production. We
hive produced too much wealth, conse-
quently we are poor. Thatis the result.
Now, that seems rather anamalous I8
there no other way of lJooking at 1t? I say
the present currency system tends to place
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large fortunes in the hands of the
few, while the great mass of the people 1s
poor. I am very much of the opmion
expressed by the honorable member of
Prince Edward Island last session, that
public works should be corfgtructed now
when 80 many are unemployed and lator is
at the cheapest rate. Noman hasa greater
objection to running the country i debt
than I have, but it those works are to be
carried on, now is the tims to push them
forward. I would 1r8ue Dominion notee,
but unfortunately the Government bave put
golden sh.ckles round thetr hands and
cannot do that if they wished, unless they
are willing to repeal the Act ot last session.
Hon. Mr. SCOTI--Get a press and print
off our bills as they did 1n the United States.
Hon Mr. WILM)T-Yes,and what did they
do? In tweive months they would huve been
utterly bankrupt it they had attempted to
carry on the war on a gold basis. They
carried on the great war and built thetr
Pacitic Railroad with greenhacks. "They
pawd oft e very lurge portion of their debt
and reduced taxation under that system, I
think what carried the nation safely through
such a great emergency is sound. We
Xnow that William Pitt inaugurated sucha
8ystem 1 1797, and when 1t was abandoned,
Great Britain, in 1823, was visited with a
commercial panic unparalelled in her com-
merc al history. History is a storehouse ot
fucts, which epeak for theruselves., In
France the only issue 1s the notes of the
Bank ot France, not redeemable in gold,
and what 1s the state of trade
there?  Tho whole of the busi-
ness 13 cariicd on with that paper,
and yet it 1s at par with gold, and they hold
alarger amount of gold now than Great
Britain, The United States even, during
he suspension of specie piyments, had
more goid in the treasury thun there was in
the Bank ot Ingland. The gold system 1s
Scientifically talse, because they attempt to
Make 5 certain specitic quantity of gold.
vl:h“:h is merely a unit to quantity,
Yy lepislative  enactment, a  unit
0! value, contrary to the great
,‘l’,&t““al _iav ot supply and demand.
0 my mind 1t would te just as reasonable
to expect & huudred tons of iron t0 remain
Suspended in the air wichout any support,
contrary to the law ot gravilation, asto pass
4D act 10 8ay that a unitin quantity shoutd
at all times be a un1y, of value. The whole
monetary system should represent barter,
which 18 the first mode of exchange 1n which
each article of exchanga 18 :he messure of
value of everv article you receive forat;
butunder our system you fix the price of
80ld as the standard which everything else
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has to be bartered into giving a monopoly
to the holders of money. In the United
States gold was at one time 196 premium
and it 13 now wuhin five per cent.
of par, as with lsrge exports and
small imports, the gold is being brought
into the country by the regular course ot
trade. I have heen 1n a posiion to frame
tariffs, to tax the people, and to carry on the
affqirs of & country, and 1 have seen 1n com-
mercial operations, through an adverse bal-
ance of trade, a sort of legerdemain by
which property Las been filched away from
the owner at half the value, because there
was a drain of gold, causing great depres-
s1on of trade and panics thet have been 8o
frequently witnessed. [ wish to lay those
facts before the. House and bLefore the
country. We can hive nothing to say here
respecting the taril, but we can speuk as to
what policy would, 1n our opinion, be best
for the Dominion. With respect to the pro-
posed changes in the Jomt StockCompanies’
Act, we know that a number of those bills
came before wus last session, and 1
for one think there should be a
general act under which such companies
should be incorporated. I entirely agree,
also, that it 1s desirable to afford additional
security to life insurance policy-holders. I
think there is nothing that should receive
more attention from Parliament. Men oa
limited revenues deprive themselves of
comforts to meet the premiums on their
policies in order to make provision for their
tamilies, and through the failure of com-
panies in the United Statcs and Great Bri-
tain, parties who had paid their policies for
years, depriving their families of comforts
in order to do so, have lost everything by
the fraud or mismanagement of those com-
anies,
b Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER—On the open-
ng of Parliament the members of the Sen-
ate are more or less anxious to express
their individual opinions on the prominent
questions of the day, Ile did not propose
to weary the House by going over the dif-
ferent subjects embraced 1n the Speech from
the Thione, but considered 1t to be his duty
torefer to the continued commercial de-
pression felt in all the trade centres through-
out the Dominion. Of course we cavnot
expect that this young country will be ax-.
empt from these great periodical changes,
to which, we observe, all other ‘countries
have beeu exposed., ‘The causes of such
crushing reaction and stringency are well
understood. During the years of great
prosperity from 1867 to 18i3, too many
rushed 1nto every department of trade, and
a3 a natural result we have bhad excessiye
production and excessive importations, ac-
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companied by a general extravagance in
every class of society, bringing, as a natural
consequence, the crisis which we now de-
plore. We do not ch.rge the Government
with having caused the depression so univer-
sally felt, but the question is
everywhere asked—Isit notthe duty of the
Government, is it not 1n the power ot the
Government, to aid our men ot enterprise
by a judicious end well considered taritt, to
resuscitate many of our drooping industries,
which are being crushed by importations
from the United States and England ? Surely
1t is not impossible for us to secure agamn
those branches of foreign trade, 1 mean the
tea and sugar trade, which have been
snatched from us by our astute neighbors?
Surely the Government might adopt a tariff
which would make it practicable to re-open
our sugsr relineries at Montrcal and Hal-
fax? Who can examine the last return of
the imporis from the United States, amount-
g to §24 500,000, without feeling that they
are gradually crushing a large number of our
industries, trom our giving them such easy
access to our markets, while they restrict us
from theirs by an almost prohibitory tariff'?
1n that return, for 1nstance, we are said to
have imported from the United Siates, 1n
1875, of cabinet ware and turniture, $328,

"000; ot wood manufactures, $426,000; of

paper, $46,000;. of sta‘ionery, $121,000;
of small wares, $371,000; of iron
and hardware, $1,925000; which he merely
singled out, as a very few items, to show ths
extent to which our own domestic indus
tries are being sapped by our neighbors, our
mechanics, thus thrown out ot employment,
and our country becoming impoverished.
If the American Government had to deal
with our position, lying alongside a foreign
country, they would soon restore activity to
our workshops. 1 freely confess that I am
of the number who believe that we shall
secure as low prices to the consumer,
through competition 1n our workshops, as
through foreign competition, while we shall
be affording a large amount of employment
to our own citizens, and retaining the
wealth in the country. 1  now
desire to observe, that it is to be
hoped that the present deficiency m the
revenue and general position of public
aftaiis will lead our public men, and the
Government of the country, to be more
careful 1n future of all public expen-
diture. Our present position, while
pot such as to cause any gloom or
despondency 18 a posltion requiring
the greatest care and statesmanship.
We muy bel.d iv «ntertain too sanguine ex-
pectations of the future revenue ot the
Dominion, from the extraordinary annual
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increase, during the first six years after con-
federation, when it reached in 1873 $23,000 -
000. But it behoves us to remember that
during those years we were still developing
fertile portions of our larger provinces,
whera the ejpenditures produced corres-
ponding weallh and revenue. We were
also then making large exn»enditures for
raillway extension in: those parts, which had
the eftect of swelling the excessive importa-
tions ot those years—whereas, in the tuture
the work of further development must 1n-
volve a large further increase of the public
debk, with ittle prospect of corresponding
returns of revenue. While we have to carry
out the projected improvement of our
Canals 1nvolving still a very large
ouilay, we must be prepared t> .make up
large annual deficiencies in running the
Intercolonial and other Government rail-
wiys. We have further undetermined
what are our obligations to British Colum-
bia which contalns a very sparse population.
But the development of this whole region,
west of Lake Superior, is surrounded by so
many difficulties, climaiic and geographical,
that it will require more than ordinary
statesmanship to accomplish it without
placing excessive burdens upon our people.
We ought to make the fertile lands of the
Northwest, along with reasonable subsidies
of money, carry a railway into that distant
portion of the Dominion, which cught in no
case to be constructed and operated us a
Government work. Such a principle extend.-
ed, can only prove more and more” unsatis-
factory and disastrous in its results,
This whole future of the country now de-
pends upon the care and ability with which
the work ot further development is car-
ried out. If we adopt a wise and sound
policy to build up all our own industries at
bome, and carry out the proper principle
of securing railway extension 1nto our great
northwest, we have a bright future before
us. If, on the other hand, we permit our
industries to be crushed and our men ot
enterprise to be discouraged by fallacious
principles of trade, we may retard the
onward progress o; the Domirion, and
darken for a time the bright hopes and pros-
pects of our people.

Hon. Mr. READ—The first point in the
gpeech 18 the reference of His Excellency’s
visit to British Columbia, No one can doubt
of the popularity ot His Excellency, and all
must have been pleased at the manner in
which he was received there as Lhe repre.
sentative of the Sovereign. I for one
should have been much delighted 1f, 1n his
business intercourse with those people, he
had satistied them 1n a measure for the
time being, but so far from that being the
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cage, | was pained a day or two since with
the utterances that fell from the represen-
tatives of that province in this, and in the
other branch of the Legislature. 1 thought I

must have been mistakep, when 1
heard a representative. ot that Pro-
vince, mn the Lower House, get up
In  his place and state that it

wes possible, and very probable, that this
seeston would be the last session that a
voice from British Columbia would be heard
on the floor of this ®Parliamentof Canada.
I hope such a thing is not m the future, and
that the wisdom of the people of that coun-
try will not allow them to carrry out the
threat that their representatives have given
€Xpression to. The paragraph with refer-
ence to the Pacific Kailway appears to be a
remarkable one, and 1 am sure this country
and this House—~because it has expressed
itself so—would have deen delighted 1f the
Government, mn their wisdom, had not m-
vited tenders and given out contracts for
any portion of the Pacific Railway without

the  surveys being completed. Iu is
sutliclent to  have one mistake of
giving out & contract for the con-

Btruction of a section nearly 250 miles in
length, a Jarge portion of which was to have
been built by the Government, nnd the rest
on a subsidy of $12,000 per mile, without
having any survey ofit. It 1a stated that
Mr. Hazlewood explored the line through the
torest, but 1t had been proved thgt he did
not even walk over it, but that he walked
over a portion of it only, and
went the rest of his journey in & canoe. It
the Government had been wise before
8lving out a contract of such magnitude as
the Georgian Bay Branch, they would have
had a thorough survey made of 1t, and
would not afterwards have been compellied
to cancel the contract because the route was

Impracticable, The Pacifie  Railway
Question is a source of irritation to
our  friends on the Pacific slope,

?}%ﬂ if we examine the action of the
wo!‘;gl‘nment with respect to it we cannot
menter at that irritation. The Govern.
the Ncame down with & bill to construct
v 8naimo and Esquimalt Railway on
N ancouver Island, but this House failed to
“PPrfcmte 1t and by a solemn vote defeated
o n the British Parliament when & Gov-
fea.tmen't Measure of such importance is de-
i ed in the Upper House, they introduce
2 28amn the following year, but we do not
'l?xd anything in the Speech from the
su Tg’ne that our Government is 1o follow
toch constitutional practice or that we are

ave a measure of this kind again this
y?ar. In the British Parhament a measure
of such 3unpo:-ta.nce to the country would
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be brought down again and agsin, and 1t
the Government failed to carry 1t the Sove-
reign would grant a dissolution of the House
and appeal to the people. After
that, it the Lords refused to pass the bill,
they were obliged 10 pass it.

Hon. Mr. SCUTT—We cannot make Lords
m Canada.

Hon. Mr. READ—We find on the paper
duty the House of Lords threw out the bill,
but the Government of the day brought iv
down again the next session, and it was
tinally passed. The same with the bill
respecting the 1atroduction of Jews into
Parliament.; it was thrown out by the
House ot Lords, but the Government fouad
a constitutional way of carrying the mea-
sure. 1am not surprised that the British
Columbians are irritated at the way in which
they have been treated, but the Govern.
ment of the day have been satisfied that ths
people of the country were opposed to the

measure, as the road has mnot, and
never can be, a poruion ot the
Pacific  Railway. If it bhad been,

orif there were any means of meking it a
portion of the main railway, this House
would not have voted against it, but from
information furnished by Mr. Fleming in
order to extend the road to Esquimalt har.
bor from the main land, we find we would
have to construct bridges of from 1,100 to
1,375 feet span, something the world has
not yet witnessed, and an achievement
which the resources - of Canada, even if we
had the scientific skill, are not equal. The
admiralty chart shows that at this place the
water 18 from 400 to 500 feet deep. Sothe
Eesquimalt #nd Nainaimo branch never ¢c.n
become part of the Pacific Railway, and
even as a local enterprise its construction 1s
unpecessary as it would be along side one of:
the finest water stretches in the world open
every day of the year, The Government have
not always ealled for tenders tetore entering
upon contracts, I feel that they were recre.
ant to their trust when they purchased the
steel rails without asking for tenders for a
certain portion of them. "The returns show
that the Government bought, without ten-
der, by direct offer. I see it is indicated
that the works on the canal system are not
to be pressed. 1 do not know” what works.
they are, but I hope it is not the Welland
Canal, or the St. Lawrence Canals, that are

.to be stopped, It does not appear {0 me

that it is for want of money that the tios-
ernment will siop those works at a time
when lator 18 cheap and poor people de-
mand employment. It cannot be other-
wise than we have plenty of money, because
Mr. Cartwright told us in 1874 that he bor-
rowed a larger amount than he then
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needed, because he did rot want
to borrow 1n 1875. In 1875 he borrowed
again and told us that he had gone into the
market when it was low before European
complications might arise, and 1 1876 he
borrowed two and a half millions more, or in
other words he has borrowed over nine
millions of pounds, which shows he has good
1acilities for borrowing, but the purposes for
which he uses the money he does nat tell us.

" Perbaps he has been borrowing to lend it.

Hon. Mr. MILLAR—To the banks.

Hon. Mr. READ—Yes, I suppose so. Two
years ago he told us he had twelve mullions
mn the banks, and last year he had eleven
-millions. We know that he has been lend.
ing to the banks and for all we know he is
doing so still. When the present Govern-
ment came 1nto power the construction of
the Pacific Railway was being prosecuted,
the Welland and Lachine -Canals
were fairly commenced, and all these
works were progressing favorably, and it
seems to me that the Finance Minister
should have known in 1874 that he would
not have to borrow in 1875, and then agam
in 1876. I hope the Government will do
all their power to press on the public works
to completion, especially the canals, so that
they can give employment to labor when it
18 required. After ali that has been said in

and out of Parliament I did expect to see.

something 1n the speech with reference to
the reconstruction of the Senate. When we
find & resolution like the followmng moved
in Parliament by Mr. Mills, and seconded by
Mcr. Blske, on the 13th of April, 1874—*Re.
solved that this House do immedately re-
solve itself into a committee to consider the
fotlowing reeolution: “that the present
mode of constituting the Senate is in-
consistent with the federal principle
in our system of Government, makes
the Senate alike independent of the
people and the Crown, and 1s in other na.
vional respects defective, and that our con-
stitution ought to be amended so as to con-
fer upon each piovince the power of ap-
pointing its own Senators, and to define the
mode of their appointment.’” We should
reasonably expect that those genilemen
would not enter the Cabmet without their
being in accord with the Government,
When those gentlemen consider the Senate
to be detective, 1t 18 manifestly their duty
to reconstruct it. Yet we eee no reference
to it i the Speech, so that they must have
abnegated the principles which they held
before entering the Government, Even
the honorable Premier thought a change in
the Senate was necessary, and Mr. Hunting.
don complained that Senators were appoint
ed as a reward for political services. An.

[SENATE.]

the Address.

other member of theGovernment termed the
Senate an asylum for political prostitutes.
I hope none of the appomtments of the pre-
sent Goyernment are of that character. I
feel sure they are not political prostitutes,
and that thisis not a Magdalen Asylum
tor thetn. As far as I can see the Govern-
ment have abnegated every principle they
advocatel when out of power, sinca they
came into oflice. Either they were sincere
or they were not sincere 1n their professions,
but it they were sincereathey would have
carried their profes:ions 1nto practice.
They have always advocated when in Oppo-
sition that members of the Government of
the day should not be appointed to lucra-
tive offices, but. I almost expected to have
found a parsgraph in the Speech regretting
that [is Excellency had not been able to
find places of honour and emoiument for
the balance of the Ministers already
not appointed. I[n the short space ot time
they have been 1 power they have found
places for three Lieutenant-Governors, two
Judges and one Custom House oflicer. 1
venture to say that in the whole history of
this country there could not be found such
another example, and it is easy to turn up
their own resolutions condemnatory of such
practices. Oae of their first acts after com-
lng 1nto power was to disturb the basis ot
representation by 1introducing a bill for the
redistribution of South Huron. It that bill
bhad not been defeated by this House it 1s
hard to saj how every constituency in the
country would have been gerrymandered.
They had also, after ccntendinhg for years

for the extension of the {iranchise,
brought 1 a bul- to  disfrauchise
one-third of Prince Edward Island

after that province came 1nto the Uaion,
The wisdom of this House threw out the
Bill, and it has not been ntroduced again
because it could not be defended. 1 do
not find anything in the Speech respecting
the prevalling commercial depression. 1
am one of those who believe that the Gov-
ernment of the day can do & great deal to
relieve the trade and. commerce of the
country to a great extent, and I believeit
18 the duty of the Government and Parha-
ment to do all in their power to conduce
to the profitable employment of the pegple
by wise legislation. ‘There may be a re-
arrangement of the tariff, and, should it be
the case, [ hope our shipping interests will
receive that attention that they deserve, so
that they may not Le fettered as they were
attempted to be fettered by the Act of 1874.
Our ships that have to compete 1n
all parts of the world, had the Government
had their way, would have been like a man
compelled to swim with a stone on his head,
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instead of sailing with a free wind and a
flowing sa1l, free from sll unnecessary re-
strictions. The tea duties are also unjust
and miguitous,

. Hon.Mr. KAULBACH said :—I would not
bave occupied the time of the House but
for the clause in His Excellency’s speech,
respecting our fishery claims under the
Washington Treaty, which says :—¢ [ regret
that | am still unable to announce any pro-
gress in obtaining a settlement of the tish-
ery claims under the Washingtou Tre:ty,
though my Goverament has made every
effort to secure that resuft.” 1 jom 1ssue on
this clause and the answer thereto, 1n the
Address now before us, that this Govern-
ment were ready to fling away our claims
for a bad reciprocity treaty, The leader of
the Government virtually surrendered them
In his Lambton speech. ~ And I am satisfied
that the Government are not sufficiently
alive to the interests of our fisheries; that
they do not know or appreciate them, and
that they are, and have been, disposed to
barter them away in the hopes ot obtaining
& Reciprocity Treaty. To my mund, it is
quite clear that they hava not only been
Wwasting tume,but jeopardizing our honor and
sacrificing the 1nterests of our country, to a
greit extent, and our claims under that
treaty, 1n order to gratily the ambition of
the honorable geatleman, who at that time
was elevated to ageat 1n this chamber. At
the time the change of Government took
Dlace, the present Government had
all the statistics and information in
their hands that bkad been compiled
and prepared by the commissioners,
Who had been appomnted by England and
Canada to meet and arbitrate on those
Claims, but instead of trying to obtain a set
tlement the Government had eent therr
Bgent with those facts and figures to

ashington and used them up to negotiate

& Reciprocity Treaty, which I am glad to
s2Y Was never adopted, and which, 1f it had
°en adopted, would have proved detri-
ental to the best interests of the Domimnion.
m:r(e}fore I cannot join in the remark that
powertivernment have done all 1 their
upon fi‘have the fishery claims adjudicated
past s he United States have had for the
out ax years the use of our fisheries with-
The phy IDg any remuneration for them.
estigaata:ie been recewving a value from us
annualle equal to four millions of dollars
t0 abogy” :hlcp 1f capitalized would amount
g ort?‘ f 9,000,000, which would be a very
if &e ant 1%em 1o the Maritime Provinces
m, h';y received their share ofit, and they
A n% ] falrly claim the whole of it. The
A erican fishermen come into our waters
W and take our fish without any remune-
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ration, and by the system of bounties which
they receive from their Government they
drive our fish out ot their market. When we
take our fish to the West India markets we
cannot bring rsturn cargoes except occa-
sionally salt, and perhaps, a few oranges and
cocoa-nuts. We cannot bring back raw
sugar from the West Indies as our refineries
are crushed out of existence, and we are at
a great disadvantage with our competitors.
The Americans by their policy of protection
have obtaized control of our market for
refined sugar, as we have to pay as much

duty on sugars brought into the
country for refining as  Americans
pay for  refined sugars exported.
Under their drawback systen the

American refiner can sell his sugar at least
sixty cents per 100 lbs. cheaper i our
Dominlon than our our refiners can. It is
not to be wondered at that the Americans
have control of our market, and we are help-
ing to build up the refineries of the United
Siates and giving employment to therr
workmen, which we deny to our own people.
By the policy of our Government we are
fast being made a commercial dependency
of the United States, and 1n that respecs
helping them to carry out the * manifest
destiny’’ theory of the Republic. It 1s
foily for us to talk of extending our trade
with the West Indies under the present cir-
cumstances, Uur Government are helping
to develope all the industries of the United
States by their policy, and are making it a
necessity for thiscountry to purchase from
our Republican neighbors ; and so long as
we do not adopt a tarift to counteract the
policy of the Americang, so long will we be
obliged to carry our return cargoes from the
West Indies 1nto the United States and
purchase ourrefined sugars from American
manufacturers. We are told we must have &
revenue ; but can it possibly be a wise sys-
tem of Government to exclude the raw ma
terial from cur country. It the Govern.
ment would reduce the unrefined sugar
duty about one-half and raise the duty
on American refined sugars, the obstacle 1n
the way of Canadian retiners would be over-
come. We should have a national and
domestic policy of our own, not one that 1s
10 be changed from year to year, that would
develope and build up the industries of our
country to the benefit of the whole Do-
minion. The Finance Minister opened his
budget last year by declaring that the pre.
sent circumstances of the country deserved
the greatest consideration, and yet wesee the
Government are content to let things drift
onas they are. Could the impotency of
the Administration be more manifest? Qur
farmers and laborers, n fact all who inter-



20 Debate on

est themselves in public aftiirs and see the
depre:sion of trade, the commercial strin-
genoy, and the depletion ot the treasury,
look to a change of taniff as the salvation of
the country. We are told that & cheap
country is the place (o live in,and the best
to attract immigration. My opinion is that
such a country 13 the poorest, and that the
emigrant will not go, there. The emigrant
1s attracted by a demand for labor and high
wages. ‘I'ake the United States, for -
stance, Is that a cheap country—which
means a poor country ? The protec.ive sys-
tem prevails there with its corsequences—
high wages. Yet no other country attracts
more emigrants, from the unskilled hand
to the ekilled artizin. We have been told
that a cheap country is the place to live in,
ard to attract immigration. My opinion is
it is the poorest and least attractive to emi-
grante, who look for employment and high
wages. ‘The Uunited States is not a cheap
country, which is only another name for a
poor country. Protection prevails there,
and there 1s remunerative employment for
the unskilled hand the skilled artizan. [If
the policy of the Government 1s to continue,
the money expended for immigration pui-
poses can well be saved, for with no Pacific
Railway and no employment in manufactur-
ing industries, we should discourage emi-
grants from settling in Canada. Now,l
contend we should encourage all
natural branches of 1pdustry which are
likely to flourish in this country, and
in time challenge competition from all
countries. That ,is the true policy to de-
velope our country’s growtb.  Political
economy 1s & great science, but should be
modified to suit the exigencies of a country.
Free Trade, under existing circumstances,
is 1mpracticable, and reciprocity s a delu-
sion, Our neighbors have used us to foster
thelr industries, and will continue to do so
uatil we act independently of them and
adopt a national and domestic policy. As
regards the Pacific Railway, 1t appears to
me that this Government have not done
what the country would expect from them.
They say they have not completed the loca-
tion of the line, and therefore they cannot
go on, The Secretary of State. in the gen-
eral election of 1874, stated that neither this
Government nor the next, nor many future
Governments, would bwld the road. This
seems not to be quite consistent with their
Mmute-in-Council confirming the award of
Lord Carnarvon, to build the road 1n fifteen
years. The Esquimalt and Nanaimo bill
came up in Parlament, and two members
" who were then supporters of the (Govern-
ment voted aganst it and the railway
policy of the Government, but they were

[SENATE.]

the Address.

atterwards taken into the Cubinei, as
they declared themselves, on their own
terms. [n this House the bill was defeated
by the votes of two Government supporters,
one of whom was afterwards rewarded with
& commission. It the Government were
sincere 1n their desire to build the Pacific
Railway, they would not reward those
who opposed their policy. The present
Minister of Justice in his Aurora speech de-
clared British Columbia was a sea ot 1nhos-
pi:able mountains, and that the Pacific Rail -
way was an 1mpracticable scheme. Subse. -
quently he came 1nto the Cabinet, whose
declared policy was to build the road. There
13 some inconsistency, to say the least, in all
this. 1t is evident, from what we hear, that
therc is a delicit in the revenue. We know
there is a depression in tiade, which has
lasted for some time, and yet the Govern -
ment have not noticed it in the Speech, or
taken any steps to meet the d.tliculty, We
find from the T'rade and Navigation Returns
for 1876 there has been a decline in the
aggregate trade of the Dominion of
$21,805,983. The impoits from the
United States amounted to $46,170,033,
while the exports to that country were
only $20,916,876,showing an excess of im-
ports amounting to $16,053 157, which bal-
ance against us we are obliged to pay m
gold. Yhen the late Government were in
power, the balance of the trade was in our
favor. 1t 1s evident we® must have some re-
adjustment of the tariff to preven: our
foreign trade and our home industries trom
being destroyed. The Government appears
indifterent to all this. ‘I'he couatry holds
them responsible for their share in the evils
that exist since they took power and will

soon call on them to muke way
for able men—for true Reforwmers.
Under the late Government there was a

balance of trade in fuvar of this country.
In 1872 there was a decided balance 1n our
tavor. 1 hope the Government are taking
steps to prevent the money of Canada from
dritting out of it. Unless tkis is done we
cannot build our Pacific Railway. It seems
to me, however, that the Government
would be recreant to their principles of
Free Trade—which with them means free
to buy but not to sell—if they increase
duties. What they may properly do 1s not
for us to say, but it 18 evident sud well
known that Protection has done much to
build up the prosperity of the United States.
During the civil war the branches of trade
were broken up, and they had to recom-
mence with a treasury almost bankrupt and

all thewr 1nvested resources  des-
troyed. We find they bave paid
oft in seven years $427,000,000 of
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their public debt and constructed large
public works, snd stimulated and fully de-
veloped every brancn of therr industry,
showing that their country is prosperous.
1t 13 the same in France under the same
system, and France is now destroying the
sugar refining interests of Kngland and
Scotland, where many refineries are running
on short time. This is the result of a draw-
ba'ck system eimilar to that which is ap-
plied in the United States, and by which
our refiners are bemng crushed out of exis-
tence.o I is argued that we are getting
cheaper sugar by this, but 1t is evident that
a8 our refiners are being ruined those ot the
United States are being built up, and 1t will
end in giving them a monopoly of the trade
and consequently of.the prices. Then, in-
stead of having our sugir cheaper, it will
cost  us more because wo will
have |0 buy from the United States.
I believe in the principle of Free I'rade
In the abstract, but it is necessary to estab-
lish and protect infant industries before we
can expect them to compete with those of
like character i1 other countries. We tind
a balance of trade against us in our dealings
with the United States; we have to give
them millions 1 gold which we borrow in
Evgland year by year. This must be des.
tructive of the bect interests of the country.
We cannot construct our public works it
tyhxs system 18 carried on as it is now. Last
November our Finance Minister borrowed
£2,500,000 1n & manner to which I am op-
posed. We are not informed for what pur-
pose be negotiated that loan. o raisethis
sum he required promissory notes of Canada,
£100 each, payable annualiy st four per cent
He practically sold them for less than £91
cash, by payments extending to nine months,
which, at 5 per cent greatly reduced the net
cash value. Those bonds, or bonds ot ex-
actly the same character, were then sclling
In the London marketat £94 10s, so that
they were actually thrown away. Yes,
thrown away! 1n one day, huandrede of
i\housands of dollars of our public mouey.
m‘;ybody else could bave purchased In
$1 300market for £2594600, being about
oo 000 of money lost i one day,
dhr ugh the incapacity, blundering, mud-
N 0g and meddling of our Finance Minster:

Ow, 1f this 14 the case, 1f we have to borrow
money on those terms and conditions, it is
no wonder the couniry 15 1 a depressed
state under such Reforwers. Some change
;nust. be made. We must have something
a?lstlmulate our trade. As long as we

OW the United States to draw from us
the balance of trade 1n gold, we must
éXpect to remain as we are now—
commercial dependencies of that country—
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and the ‘“manifest destiny” policy of our
neighbors may 1n a short time be realized.
Unless this Government looks with a more
anxious eye and fostering care to the indus-
tries and financial atfafts of this country that
result will inevitably follow. Buteverything
indicates a bright future yet. A change is
coming for the better. - When false protes.
sors of purity and economy shall give way
to better men—men who in the past suc-
cesstully carried us through many difficul-
ties, and under whose regime the country
prospered.

Hon. Mr. REESOR —Hon. gentleman who
complain of the Address of the Governor
General confine their complaints mainly to
the condition of trade, and the delay in the
building ot the Pacific Raillway. When we
consider the vast aifficulties to be sur-
mounted in consiructing a railway through
British Columbia ; when we consider that a
whole season has been consumed by the
largest staft that could possibly be put on
to survey a single route, there is a sutficient
reason given to excuse the delay which the
Government have eeen fit to exercise. Al-
ready three routes have been surveyed-—
Bute Inlet, Gardner River and Dean Chan-
nel—all of which present insurmountable
difticulties, and the Government are justi-
fied in trymng further before adopting any of
them. At present they are engaged in sur-
veying what I suppose will ‘be the last
route—by the Thompson and Fraser rivers.
So far as known there is a better prospect
of obtaining a practicable route by this than
by any other that has been surveyed, while
it passes through the heart of British Co-
lumbia, aftording an outlet tor the most
valuable portion of the agricultural district
of that Province. It will also afford facili-
ties for ingress and egress through by far
the best settled portions of British Columbia,
and in the erd accomplish more, not ouly
for the Province, but for the wholeDominion,
thanif any other route had been adopted. 1t
18 expected also, 1 have reason to believe,
that in the course of another season the
Government will be able to determine
whether a practicable route can be tound by
way of the Thomyson and Fraser, and when
it 18 decided I have no doubt all due dili-
geunce will be exercised 1n opening up that
route, buitlding the road, and finally con-
necting the Pacific with the Atlantic by
bands of iron that will be lasting and unite
the people in such a way as to satisfy them
of the advantages of confederation, which
We Are nOW beginning to realize. Inregard
tothe trade of this country, it must be ad-
mitted there 13 a great deal o7 depression.
Possibly the Government might not have
done anything amiss—my own impression is
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they would have done wisely—to make
some more direct reference to the staute of
trade. At the same time Iam not one of
those who look toethe Government to re-
move all the evils that arise from depression
of trade, or that the Government is always
to blame for the existence of such a state
of aftairs. The fact 1s, ¢he depression of
trade we have now in Canada has not arisen
tfrom what has occurred in the Dominion
alone, but 1t 18 the flow of the tide that has
spread throughout the whole commercial
world. It would be folly to suppose we
could escape, 88 we :re largely engaged 1n
commerce with other countries. I know a
great deal 18 sald in regard to
the advaut2ges that would arise to
this country 1f a higher duty were
placed on manufactured goods. Many do
not confine themselves to that, but say a
duty should also be placed on the raw pro-
ducts of our neighbors, and the reason they
urge 1s that the Americans 1mpose a high
duty upon our agricultural products. What
we have to do is that which will tend most
to our own interest. ‘''he Americans will
arrange therr tarift as they please, notto
please us. We may be satistied in some
respects they do themselvas harm. Perhaps
they do ; perhaps they do not. We cannot
control their policy. So long as we must
have a revenue tanf, 1 believe duties
should be 8o levied as incidentally 1o pro-
tect the manufactures of this country—
nothing beyosd that. I do not beleve,
though, that if the tanft on manufactured
goods had been rased to 20 per cent, or
even 25, 1t would have prevented the
Americans from selling, in our markets, ar-
ticles that had grown outof fashion at home
—such as stoves, household furniture, &ec.
You might put on 30 or 40 per cent without
preventing that kind of trade. So long as
our own manutacturers produce a great
deal more than we consume ourselves, and
so long as we do not produce it cheap
enough to sell in joreign markets to advan-
tage, we nuust expect to sufter some from the
general depression of trade, and no duty
that could bo 1mposed would prevent 1t.
If we increased our tarift 2} or even 7 per
cent. this session it would not help usin the
slightest. Protection stimulites production
10 an undue extent and the eflect of 1t on
the other side might be produced to a con-
siderable extent in Canada. ‘The great
civil war gave rise to it there. They had to
build a large number of railways and could
not get iron from Kongiand fast enough.
Furnaces and 1ron manufactures were estat-
lished to such an extent tfat if they were
all in operation during one month of the
year, they would supply all that the
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American market can buy for the present.
This extraordmary state of affairs has
beea brought about by extraordinary events
which may not occur again 1n our life-
time. There were 40,000,000 people engaged
in the great civil war. The North produced
material very rapidly; the South procured
a certain portion from foreign countries and
produced some themselves. England and
Canada were engaged to some extent in
running the blockade, and we sent our ag-
ricultural products largely to the Northern
States. These they consumed, and also a
very larga proportion of their own agricul -
tural products. These things went on, and
the natural consequence was, it produced
such a state ot things that 1t acted upon all
the commercial and manufacturing countries
of The world. lmmediately after the
American war, the. Franco-German war
took place, and the consequence of all this
was a great deal of money was put ia circu-
lation, speculation ran highygnd, as might
be expected sooner or later. the crash must
come. And it has come. Wae feel it in this
country ; it 1s felt worse 1n the United
States. They have a protective tariff there,
but 1t does not prevent them suftering this
commercial depression. We have not a
high tanft, but we feel it, too. The only .
way to get over it is by individual eflors.
The Government should simply go on
discharging their duty fauthfully, effec-
tuslly, economically and ably, and
give the people every opportunity
to work cnergetically, prudently and
with economy, and I am satistied this Do -
minion will rise out of 1ts difliculties jnust as
goon 88 any other country has done or can
do. The resources of (Canada are greater
now than they were ten or tifteen years ago.
'The machinery we have for productive
wealth is great. Our means of acquiring
wealth are large. We are simply sutfering
that depression which 18 brought upon us by
an extraordinary state of things, which may
not oceur &#gain ; something like the Russiun
war and the building of the Grand Trunk
Ratlroad, which produced an unnatural in-
flation, over-production and over-importa-

tion. But these things must regulate
themselves. So long as we have
a credit system, and carry on

great commercial enterprises, we must be
subject to the fuctuations of commerce.
All we have to do 18 to govern ourselves
wisely, and manage with us great care as
possible. With reference to our trade with
the United States, my honorable friend (Mr.
Wilmot) said it was & matter of regret that
our importations {rom thatcountry were
double as much as our exports to it. But
our imports were of such articles as our
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people believed they could realiza a profit
from. They consist largely of corn and
wheat, which are carried 1 our vessels,
manutactured by our millers, transported
oy our railwavs, and a portion export-

ed and soll at a. profit. Do you
ngpoee cur people do mnot profit by
this,

A considerable poriton of the corn
weimport has been consumed by our farm:
ers instead of lLiome products, which com-
mand higher prices. A great deal has been
manufactured into whiskey, 1t is true, but
this whiskey bas been largely exported at a
profit while the oftal of the distillery has
been fed to cattle, which have also been
sold, and the mmoney Las been circulated 1n
the country. Our farmers cannot produca
corn as cheaply as our neighbors, but they
raise barley, peas and oats, our clinate*and
so1l beiwng vetter suited for them They
sell those grains at about $1.59 per 100 bs,
and buy corn at $1, which answers them
equally wel| for feeding stock, and thus they
make from forty to fifty per cent protit,
Shall we deprive our farmers of this advant
age ? Shall we puc a tax on American corn
because of the foolish cry that Americans
have put & tax on our corn? | saysucha
course would be sulcidal, and I cannot be-
lieve that many of the gentiemen who ad-
vocate it would support such a policy 1if
therr friends were In power.

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL—I cannot, under
prevailing circumstances, remain silent
respecting the unfortunate omission in the
Speech from the Throne respecting the de-
pression of the trade and industries of the
Dominion. I think it 18 in the interest of
the country that some gentleman from each
Province should rise and give his testimony
a8 to the eftects which the fiscal policy of
the Government has produced in each part
of the Dominion. As Quebec has suftered,
1 think, more than any other Province ucder
the spresent condition of things, it is my
duty' to mention how far we have been
‘1‘881'1eVed by that policy. When we came
lere  at the opening of the present
Sesslon, I think it was the impression
Of honorable gent'emen that we were
summoned {o enquire into the best
means to provide aremedy for the present
depressed condition ot the counmiry. To
Iy astonishment I found no allusion what-
ever to the main question that occupies
Qubhc attention all over the Dominion,
Strange to say, when 1t 1s the general
thought of the Dominion that we should
tind some remedy for the commercial de-
pression, that our Government, whose duty
lti 18 10 Buggest that remedy, do not even
; lude to the subject, but seem to1gnore the
act that such an evil prevails. An honor-
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able gentleman who spoke last Friday, exz-
pressed the opinton that because the Gov-
ernment had not thought it advisable to
allude to that question, 1t was proof that
the crisis was at an end, and the country

was in & sound condition. I do
not think, however, thit the peo-
ple of the country arsa of the

same opinion, and they will be somewhat
surprised to learn that they have been
lzboring under a delusion ; that everything
is m the best possible condition; that
there 18 no depression of trade; that our
industries are not tfailin:, and that every-
thing 13 prosperous ; and all that, because
the Government did not allude to the mat-
ter 1n tha Speech from the Throne. Of
course, it does not enter into my mind to
charge the Government with being the
cause of this depression, but I do not think
there is a single gentleman m this House
who would deny that the Government could
have aftorded a remedy to a certain extent,
and that some of our industries which have
been nearly, if not entirely, destroyed,
might be atleast kept alive through the
crisis it not preserved 1n a flourishing
condition. They might have been
protected in such a way as to
allow manufacturers to keep their business
golng without being obliged to discharge
their workmen until a better time would
arrive, ltistrue that the cri:is which we
deplore has prevalled all over the wonld,
and that our neigbbors in the United States
have suffered to a great extent; but during
this time the Government of the United
States have used every effort to protect the
industries of their country, while our indus-
tries have been left in such an unprotected
state that i1t has been death to them. The
Americans have taken advantage of the
crisis to destray their most dangerous com-
petitors 1n Canada, so that it will be found
that, taken as a whole, the crisis has been a
good fortune to them. And this is due to
the good ftiscal policy of their Government,
and the bad fiscal policy of our own. I am
always surprised to hear the advocates of
the present fiscal policy say that pro-
tection to manufacturers would de-
velope undue' production. I would
ask the honorable gentleman what
branch of our ndustries is threatened
with that danger? What industries have
we which have been so gtimulated as to
make us fear undue production from them ?
As far as I know we import almost every
kind of merchandise so that it would take
a great many years before the bad effects
which the honorable gentlemen seem to fear
from protection would be produced in this
Dominion. So far ag 1 know the persistant
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refusal of the Government to protect our
industries and place them on an equal foot-
ing with the industries of the United States,
has resulted in the ruin of many branches.
Many of the manufacteries in Montreal have
been closed, and those that are not closed

are only struggling on keeping their
workmen employed in  hopes  of
better times, 1t 18 eaia 1t s

not the interest of the manufacturers alone,
but the general interests of all classes of the
community, that should be taken into con-
mderation first. I would ask this honorable
House 1f the twenty millions of dollars that
have been lost by our msnufaciurers in con-
sequence of the drawbacks given to Ameri-
can manufacturers by the United States
Government, has benefitted our consumers ?
Has it benefitted the agriculturists and con-
sumers of this country? Certainly not; be-
cause 1t has been remarked that undue com-
petition has not had the eflect of lowering
thte prices of the products the manufaciures
of which have been destroyed in this coun-
try. Since our sugar reficery has been
closed we have to pay a higher price for
sugar than we had before. Ii 18 the same
tor tea. It this has been loss to our
msnufacturers and trade, and has not been
a benefit to our consumers, 1t foliows that
1t must have been gamn to the manufactur.
ers of the United States, and a total loss for
our country, 1thimk 1t willbe admitted
that the richest countries are those that
have the greatest variety of productions and
who do not have to depend upon other
nations for the wants of the community,
The richest country would be the one,
though not excelling in any one branch,
would have all branches developed to a
sufficient extent to render that country n-
dependent ot apy other country,and to
allow 1t to export more thanit imported.
There is a great example betore the world
in that of the French nation, which, though
pot excelling in quantity in any particular
branch of industry, has been least eflected
by the general crisis of the world. After

paying an ecnormous war indemnity,
capital 18 more abundant n
France to.day than in any other

country in the world, and this, I thiuk, 1s
due to the fact that all resources of that
country have been developed to a sufflcient
extent to allow 1t to export almost all kinds
of products. [tis hard that the Govern-
ment bave not even a single word of conso-
lation or encouragement for our manufac-
turers. After baving killed them the least
he could do would have ‘been to tell them
by weay of cou.o ution, that he would bury
them decently. Une honorable gentleman.
Lias gone so far as to say that because the
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Government have not said anything about °
the depression, 1t is & proot that the depres-

sion exists no more. It reminds one of the

French dramatist who represents one of his

heroes whose family were starving. Hé*
would gd out and provide for his own

wants and said: “When my etomach

18 full, [ hold that nobody 1s hungry n

my house.” I have some questions to

put to the honorable Minister of Agriculture,

but I do not see him in his place. I

would ask the honorable Sescretary of State

if his colleague will be present to-

Morrow.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—~The honorable gentle-
man 1s temporarily absent from tue Cham
ber.

Hon, Mr. TRUDEL—In his absence [ will
not go further, but postpone what has re-
ference to him. I would now refer to the
Pacific Railway policy. The honorable
Secretary of State will remember last year
this side of the House was considered as not
acting fairly by the Government because it
voted censure on their Pacific Railway
policy ; but a few weeks atter the Govern~
ment told this House that they themselves
had condemned their own Pacitic Rallway
policy. This season the people of Quebec
expected that at least the section of the
rallway adjoining their Province would be
located, but the Government have found
that the best policy for them
on this subject 1s to have no policy at
all. | regret that no measure has been
apnounced by the Government respecting
the repeal of the Insolvent Act. Almost
the entire commercial community is of
opinion that if the law 1s not repealed, at
least there should be some serious modifi-
cation made in it, We have the old ma-
chinery throughout the Dominion for liquid-
ating debts of msolvent states by means of
the sherifts, who are receiving salaries from
the Crown. This work has been taken trom
them and putinto the hands of the assig-
nees, who have to be paid by the creditors.
Honorable gentlemen, no doubt, have oc-
casion to acquire by experience the know-
ledge that in the majonty of cases the
assignees take the greater part of the e:-
tate to pay their expenses. From the ex-
perience of our province the best way
would be to leave the liquidation of
msolvent estates 1n the hands of the
Sherifts, and if they find that 1t will cause
too much delay in the sale of movable
property, it will Le easy to remedy such
defecta.

Hon. M. McLELAN moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate until to-morrow.— Car-
ried,

The House adjourned at 6 p.m.
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Tuespay, Feb. 13th.

The House met at 3 o’clock.

Atter routine,

Bon, Mr, MOLELAN resumed the debate
on the Address. He said :—-1 dén’t remem-
ber that I have ever troubled the House
with any observations upon the Address pre-
vious to this, and 1 do not know that I should
now, but that circumstances over which 1 have
nb control may cause my absence in that
period of the session when most of the public
questions come up for discussion. In
taking up this Address we do not
find 1t very cheering in its tone. The Gov.
ernment anticipates the suspension of cer-
tain puolic wouks of this country, consid
ered important and necessary at the time
of Confederation, 'Ihe preceding clause re-
lates to canals, and the inference we draw
18 that the work on those canals i3 to be
suspended. 1t appears to me unless those
works which have been commenced are
completed, it 18 only under the most ur-
gent necessity their construction should ' be
suspended, until the whole channel of com-
munication 18 finisbed, because it 18 only
then you can have any advantage ‘for the
expenditure. It may be, however, that the
revenue necessities are so great as to
render this 1mpossible. The honorable
gentleman from Fredericton seems to
think that by the adoption of his plan of an
issue of Dominion notes there would be no
difficulty in providing the necessary funds
to carry onall the works contemplated. He
expressed little hope the Government
would do this inasmush as they were bound
by golden shackles and would not issue
notes without a metallic basis. It occurs to
me that there might be a compromive ef-
fected between himself and his friends of
the Government, by their 1ssuing eight
or ten millions of dollars in paper upon that
very permanent metallic basis which they
have in the steel rails depoeited throughout
the country. Congratulation 18 expressed
here at the opening of the Intercolonial

" Railway, and we who have to travel from the
Lower Provinces over that road are, I
think, all ready to join 1n these congratula-
tions, and ‘I may add, from my own know
ledge of that work, that when this winter
will have passed away, and the rails adjust-
ed after the tirst yearfs frost, it will be a
perfect luxury to ride over that line,amidst
some of the finest scenery ol America. And
I may add, for the satisfaction of my honor-
able friend who spoke yesterday, I believe
that road will develope such a trade as will
leave very little burden on the revenues ot
this country to sustsin 1t, In the nex¢ par-
agraph, satisfaction 1s expreqed at the po-

4
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aition that this Dominion occupied at the
great Centennial Exhibition of our neigh.
bors. | am sure it must be pleasant to
us and gratifying to the country to know
that we made so creditable a comparison,
ten years aiter our union, of products with
the products of our meighbors, who are
celebrating the hundredth year of their
union, This paragraph suggests a theme.
We are now 1 the tenth year since the four
original provinces were united. In the mnr-
ried life 1t 1s customary at the tenth year to
have a wedding anmversary; I don’t know
whether 1t is calle'l the tin or the wooden .
wedding. In this case we are certalnly
unable 10 take up this Speech and say it1s
a tin wedding, because some of our public
works are to be held in abeyance for want

of tin. I do not know that we can
call it a wooden wedding inasmuch
as the Government have never

yet been able to construct a platform,
My honorable friend from Belleville re.
minded me yesterday that they have one
plank—No. 1, self—and he gives us an idea
that that plank 18 enlarging and strengthen-
1ng, although 1t 18 worn smooth by the foot.
steps of those who are tramping aocross it to'
havens of peace and plenty. But although
they have that one plank, and although 1t
msy be enlarging and strengthening, and
although & variety of arucles, useful and
fancy, have been oftered by Bo.rds of ‘I'rade,
1 do not like to call this the wooden period
of our union, for fear that some honorable
gentleman  whose imaginations are
not under proper disciphne might
say I wus - associating the word
“ wooden 7 with the occupants of
the Treasury Benches. We have before
us the tact that we are near the completion
of the tenth year of the union of these Pro-
vinces. In married life it 1s customary for
the untted, in these periods, to take a kind
of matrimonial stock to see what has beep
the measure of their prosperity and happ:-
pess, and what have been their reverses,
and in the light of that experience to form
their course of action, in order, if possible,
that the measure of thejr prosperity and
happiness may be largely increazed. 1t
appears to me 1t would have been desirable
it some one who had the materials under his
hand had given us such a review of the
period over which we have jusi passed, to
bave presented in a concise torm a history

of. those ten years to lay before
the constituencies of this Dominion
for  their  benefit in the  appeal

which, 1 take 1t, will soon be made to them.
I do not refer to that appeal of a geuneral
eléction, which must come under the siatute,
but to that appeal which I believe the Goy-
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ernment themselves will voluntarly make
a8 s0on as possible after the prorogation of
this meeting of Parliament, Isay this, not-
withstanding that a leading paper, said to
be inspired by an honorable gentleman op-
posite, pronounces it madness te make such
a declaration. If there be one tbing more
than another which we admire in the British
statesman it 15 that bigh sense of personal,
party and political honor which governs all
his actions, When Mr. Gladstone, leading
3 Government, supported by =a
large majority in Parliament, found
election after election going against him.
He naturally said to himself, ¢ Although I
may have a considerable msjority at my
back, and althongh I amin a position to
hold on to place and power until the
general election comes, yet, a3 & man and
a8 & British statesman, 1 am bound 1n honor
to ascertain whether 1 possess the con-
fidence of the country.” e appealed to
the people of England, and we all know-the
result. Here, in Canada, where we are
proud of our connection with the Empire,
proud of all that is noble and grand
In  her 1mstitutions, her policy and

-her public men, we have precisely
the same condition of things. We have
a Government sustained 1 the House of
Commons by a eery considerable majority,
and yet election after election is decided
either against them or by such diminished
majorities as toindicate as clearly as sun.
beams that there 1s a decided change in the
sentiment of the country, and 1 believe that
this Government desirous of 1mitatimg the
honorable example set them by Gladstone,
will, as soon as possible, make an appeal to
the country. Therefore, [ say it would have
been very desirable to have had 1n a concize

and convenient form such a review
of ‘the past to lay before the
people. I have not kept such a

record, and 1 shall leave to those who have
the materials on hand (o prepare sucha
narrative a8 may be necessary and obly
content myself with a few general observa.
tions. Looking over the ten years thit
have passed we find in the events and circum.
stances of the country that 1t 18 naturally
divided mmto two periods—seven years of
plenty and three years, not exactly of
{amine, but three years, to borrow a phrase
from a celebrated committee, of depres-
sion; seven years of plenty uader the
leadersbip of Sir John Macdonald, and three
years of depression under the administra-
tiop of the gentlemen now sitting on the
Treasury Benches. Seven years ot pleqnty 1t
is difticult to find mm the history of any
country a like period of peace more fruit
tul 1n 1mportant events and more marked 1n
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geveral progress. It may be considered a
little out of place for a Nova Scotia repre-
sentative—where we not only 0, posed this
umon, but predicted so many evils would

accrue from u—to ofter congratula.
tions on this prosperity, which has
been induced by skilful management.

But although we gave opposition and pro-
phesied many evils, most of which, under
skilful guidance have been averted, so soon
as union became an unalterable fact it was
the duty ot all to unite to promote the
prosperity of our common country, ani I am
sure tbere is patriotism enough in Nova
Scot1a not to feel chagrined that our pre-
dictions were not realized, but on the contrary
to rejoice, even though we had not the les-
son of Jonah's Gourd at the unexampled
prosperyty of that period. Going back to
1867, we find that four Provinces were sud-
denly brought together possessing largely
ejements of antagonism. The two larger
diftered 1n the origin of their people, their
language, laws, religion ani pursuits, The
others differ less widely 1n these
respec!s, perbaps, but were separated by
-ong distance, aod they had difterent laws,
difterent currencies, dift:rent. interests. To
bring these 1nto one harmonious whole was
a task that might well have appal.ed the
stoutest heart. And rarely, 1f ever, has a
Government been formed with a greater
work to make or mar, or which required
more enlarged and liberal statesmanship
thin that formed under Sir John Macdon-
ald’s leadership. Had he, on many occa-
sions, adopted plans not the wisest and best,
we could well have attributed 1t to the
enormous mass of work to be performed in
a limited time. But the whole country
must be:r testimony to the great general
success attending his leadership. Karly in
his woi k attention was turned to the stream
of British Americ ns psasing into the United
States. The census showed that nearly half
s million of our people had, in a compara.
tively short period, moved there to
multiply and increase to millions,
and 1n all time to help build up that toreign
country. An examination ot the returns
showed that a very lar e proportion of those
who crossed the line settled 1n the prairie
States, and accordingly, so soon as possible,
the great Northwest was secured and
opened up for settlement, and the stream
diverted to & prairie land, under our own
flag, sutlicient to give a home to millions.
It will be borne In mind that in 1867 the
Provinces, except Nova Scotia, were without
a defensive organisation. This want was
met, and met successfully, as the Fenuns
found on two uccasions, British Columbia
was added, and then Prince Edward Island,
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forming an unbroken chain from sea to sea,
seven Provinces having all their legal and
officiai machinery assimilated and made
to work smoothly as one. The skill
and energy displayed by that Government
m  all this, 1mspired- a confidence
that ran through all classes a confidence
that gave life and energy to the commercial
man to step out into new fields of trade with
the feeling that he had a government
watchful ot bis interests, and ready to guard
and promote them. A confidence that
guickened the hand of the artizin to meet
the wants of their extended commerce, a
counfidence that gave vigor to the arm of the
agricuiturist, as he improved hiz farm
or embellished a home for himself
and ¢ ildrea or that lent elasticity to s
step as he followed his plough thinking that
the men who guide the State plough had
“ Neath the early morn drawn straight the
furrows and planted a great hereatter 1n the
now."” It is impossible 10 over estimate the
mportance of permeating the masses with
a feeling of confidence 1n the skill and the
ability and determination of their leaders
1n the Government to protect and promote
their interests. W ith this confidence run.
ning through all classes, the progress dur-
ing those seven years was marvelous. The
trade of the country nearly doubled, the
reyenue increased and overran, so that ten
million dollars were left and expended 1n
public works, and all the time the taxatlon
gradually reduced by taking duties oft tea,
coftee, and other necessaries of life. ‘Lhe
public credit of the country so rapidly 1m-
proved abroad that the Auditorsin 1870 re-
ported that slthough there had been an in.
crease in the publio debt for the Intercolon-
-ial and other public works, of two and &
quarter millions, that the interest payable
on the whole had only increased $2.225,
But we have on recora the testimony of one
of the gentlemen on the Treasury Beuches,
which shows 1n the clearest light, the pro
gress made under Sir John's Government.
It will be in the recollection of the House
thatin 1875 Mr. Cartwright, the Hinance
Minister, crossed the ocean to borrow money.
A ship 18 sometime tossed about 1n a fog tor
days, and all on board bewildered and de-
pressed suddenly she eails oat of the fog
1010 the clear light and ascertans her bear-
Ings. So our Finance Minister steamed
away from thraldom of party, he satled out
of the fog banks, and in the clear light of
duty forgot party and gave to country its
due. He laid before the British public a
resume of the financial position of this
country during those 'seven years 1n
which he states what I have already
enumerated, that the trade of this
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country from 1867 up to 1873, nearly
doubled, that the paid up banking capital
of Ontario and Quebec had 1ncreased trom
81X to twelve millions of pounds sterling ;
and the deposits from five to fourteen nmul-
li1ons,  He savs the revenue showed & con-
tinuous overplus each year during Confed-
eration although it was charged in the in-
ternal witn much heavy expeuditure of an
exceptional kind, such as repelling Fenian
attacks, organizing the Northwest, &c,"” and
he shows a continuous surplus in each year
amounting to over ten millions of dollars,
besides a large sinking fund, and adds,
% Special care 1s taken to charge nothing to
capital account which 1s uot on the most
tigid construction applicable to it, but to
debit every doubtful item agsinst the in-
come of the year.” He, however, {or-
got to mention that whilst all this
was being done the customs taxation was
being reduced from an average, in 1868, of
12 per cent. to a traction over 10 per cent.
in 1873. 1his, then, is in brief the finan.
cial record of the seven years of the Mac.
donald Administration. But what of the
record of the three years that have just
passed? It appears that from the very hour
the honorable gentieman opposite assumed
position and power, the trade of the coun
try hes fallen off. The legslation accom-
plished by them is comparatively no:hing.
A few local bills have been amended, per-
haps 1mproved, where experience has
shown they could be bettered. 'There are
one or two of importance, tutthe main
features of them had been prepared by
the previous Government, and submit-
ted to the country, For instance,
the Supreme Court Bill was contemplated
at the outset of confederation. It was sup-
posed & little time mght elipse before
cases would artse, and 1t would be neces-
sary to enact 1t, thus saving the cost of
from thirty to forty thousand dollars a year,
50 the late Governmoant prepared the bill
and submitted it to the country. The pre-
sent Government completed that bill,
Amendments were made toit last year.
Other amendment may be allowed this
year, and 1 am told now Very many respect-
able gentlemen are anxious to have intro-
duced 1mnto it the power to prosecute the
Government for breach of promise. But
what has been the commercial and financial
record of these last 1hree years,
‘The Government caime into  power.
in November, 1873, Early in 1874
they assembled Parliament, and
many of us can remember gathering to hear
the Finance Minister's exposition of their
policy. The honorable gentleman sur-
rounded by his party and undef the eye ot
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bhis party leader, gave a melancholy piciure
of the position of this country. We, who
listened to him, felt that he was destroying
all confidence and hope that that the people
had in the future of this country, that hope
and confidence were dead, and we, Who
l1stened to the funeral tones were all pall-
bearers, our faces lengihening as the grave-
yard fence, He gave his policy to the coun-
try the Government proposing innumerable
alterations 1 the tariff, They meddled
with every industry in this country
and they brought down upon them a con-
tinued succession of delegations to protest
against their action, Looking at the record,
1t appears from that hour the trade of this
country fell oft until 1t has reached a point
$34.950,138 below what 1t was in 1573 and
added largely to taxation, and yet we find
in this Speech betore us no sign given
that the Government seem to care anything
ahout this decrease of trade, this general
depression which hangs over every industry
in this country. We had, last session,

some intimation ' that the  Govern-
ment knew there was a depres-
sion throughout the various industries

of the country. They appointed the cele-
brated Depression Committee to enquire into
the cause of this falling off in trade. They
sat throughout the session, summoned lead-
1ng men from every industry in the Domin-
ion, and what was the result? At the close
they reported that nothing could be done
by legislation,
Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Hear, Hear!

* Hon. Mr. MULEL4N—Yes, they reported
that nothing could be done, and taking their
report n connection with the sources
whence the committee drew 1ts inspirations,
its correspondence Wwith Americans, as
printed with the report, we get the idea
that they attribute the whele infliction to
Providence. Turning to page 260, L ask
permission to read an extract, and I shall
do 1t as reverently as the position and its
impilety will permit:—% A man has got to
get up early that expects to get sround
God.” Providence has done everything.
No use to legislate, it is umpossible for us to

touch 1t. MNow, 100k at what con-
stitutes  the report  proper, and
you find two-thirds of it is

filled with an elaborate argument, drawn
from American sources, to prove that the
American refiner of sugar has no advantage
over the refiner 1n the Dominion. But, no
sooner was this decision reached, and it was
known nothing would be done to relieve
them, than every refinery in the Duminion
clcsed its doors and the refiners walked
across the lines to the United States, where
they could epjoy the advantages which that
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report attempted to prove did not exist 1o
that country, Lately a paper in the com-
mercial centre of Canada said it 18 all right,
nothing can be done for the sugar refining
interests of the country, and we had better
seek out those who are aftected
by its destruction and pension them
oft just as if the honorable gentleman
opposite, who is said to inspire that organ ot
the Government, had walked 1nto the
Privy Council Chamber, patted the Depres-
sion Committee on the back, and said,
““ You are righton the sugar question—
quite right—sit still Gentlemen, all sif
still, enjoy your ease and comfort here; no
use your trywng to rise early or late to cir-
cumvent Providence, better to pension off
those 1njured by the destruction of the busi-
ness.” '

Hon. Mr, SCOTT—On what page is the
reference to Providence ?

Hon, Mr. MOLELAN—On page 260. Now,
as the proposition has been gravely made in
a leading organ of the Government to
pension  all  those affected by the
closing of that business, let me .endeavor
to show the House the enormous addition it
is gravely proposed to put to our pension
list, and 1 do not know that I can
do this better than by reading the report of
a Committee of gentlemen 1n the city of
Baltimore, engaged in the re-organization of
the Calvert sugar refnery. The report is
found in the Weekly Review of June 3id,
1876 : —

¢ CALVERT 5UGAR REFIENRY.

The Committee appointed to obtawma sub-
scription to the capital stock of the Calvert
Sugar Refinery, have sucoess(ully complet-
ed their work, having secured the necessary
capital of $500,000, and in a short time our
sugar interest will begin to show some of the
olden activity. The reasons for re.organiz-
ing the industry are so lucidly and forcibly
given 1n a circular 18sued by the Committee
that we reproduce it, nstead of couching
the facts in our own syntax :

REASONS WHY THE OALVERT SUGAR REFINERY
OOMPANY 8HOULD BE RE-ORGANIZED,

Because 1t will give employment to 180
vesssls for inward cargoes, snd will furnish
this amount of tonnage for outward voy-
ages; encourage our importers to bring
goods to the market, and stimulate outward
trade by the necessity of homeward supply,
thus filling up empty wharves and ware.
houses, and enabling stevedores and labor-
ers to earn their living who are now a tax
on the community for their support, and
bring back an old trade to its legitimate
market, now being deserted to New York.
It will also start one of our most important
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industnes, disbursing 1n labor, fuel, cooper-
age, &c.,, $500,000 per annum, or 81,600 per
day, an industry which employs 136 hands,
distributes 3,500 tons of manufactured pro.
duct per month, giving our railroads 30,000
tons oi freight annuslly, emplioying the re.
sources of our banks ty buymg £6 000,000
of raw material that has paid $2,000,000
gold duty to the customs revenue, snd seil.
ing $7,000,000 ot retined sug.rs and syrups,

REASONS WHY IT I8 AN INVESTMENT.

The business is now paying. It 18 gener-
ally admitted sugar can be refined o Balti-
more an eighth cent cheape: per pound
than at any other jpownt on the Atlantic
coast. This fact is hased upon the vilue of
real estate, cost of fuel, labor, and discrim.
ination in treights from our shorter railroad
lines to the western consuming cent.es.
"Tuis eighth per cent. on 80,000,000 pounds,
the product of the Calvert retinery, 1s $100,-
000 per annum, or 20 per cent on $500,000,
the capitalrequired in addiuon to the profit
which may reasonably be expected from
the business.

The drawback of three ninesixteenths
cents per pound allowed under the present
tarit on all hard sugar exported has in-
duced a lower cost than from any other
manufacturing sectton ot the world. Amer:-
can refined su, ars now tind a market in all
quarters of the globe. As crushed sugar
cin be shipped to Canada at five teven-
eighth cents gold, which 1s about as low as
the raw msterial can be imported, every
retinery there has stopped work, and the
United States 18 now supplying Canada
with all the refined sugar their consumptive
wants require, in addition to about 700,000
tons consumed in our own country, lor the
tanit prohibits the importation of any
qualities that might go into consumption
without being refined, and there are but
nineteen refineries at work to-day to sup-
ply thie demand. The retinery can be put
in operation at less than half the cost of
any similar estatlishment in the country,1s
of modern construction, and capable of
com;eting with the best. Iisbrand is well'
known and popular, and was the means of
bringing a very large awmount of collateral
trade to the c.ty, ‘the revival of thisin-
dustry would stop the diversion of our trade
now going on, check the shrinkage in
value:, and do more toward restoring con-
fidence than any measure that could
be proposed, and its reorganizition
becomes an imperative necessity.”

1 trust the honorabie gentlemen on the Gav-
ernment benches will realize the imj-ortance
of the question, and, inste+d of insulting
and aunting thé county by offers of peu-

[FeBruary 13, 1877.]

the Address. 29
sions,will reorganize their whole policy, that
not only the sugar renners but the whole
industries of our land may be placed on.a
fair footing with the Americans. Bu!, com-
ing back to the contrast of the financial
record of the two periods ot which I have
spoken, we find the country, in the seven
years,prosperous,happy and contented,trade
increased ninety millions, A flowing revenue
each year witha surplus in the aggregate
of over ten millions applied to public works,
the public credit improved and the rate of
interest reduced, and to crown all, the per-
centage of .taxation largely reduced. Pre.
vious to Confedsration 1t was about 15
per cent. ; in 1868 it was 12 per cent.,
and 1 1873 1t had been reduced to within a
fraction of 10 per cent. The -record of the
three years ot depression under the manaye-
ment of the gentleman opposite, shows the
whole 1ndustries of the country disorganized
and depressed. Trade has fallen off fifty-
tour millions; the hand has been turned
back on dial the five years, a failing reverue
and the rate of taxation increased about 35
per cent. from 10-17 in 1873 to 13-76 in 1876.
‘The coutrast 18 great, the pictures are stri-
king and should lead to thoughttul consider-
ation. But, bonorable gentiemen, there are
two other cocmpanion pictures that present
if possitle a wider contrast—the policy
preached vy these gentiemen opposite be.
fore they came to power, and that which
they have since practised. What a ditfer-
ence! what a change! Ia one of Dicken’s
works a man tull grown and dressed in all
the fashions of the day introduces himself
to old vr. Chillup. The docter hearing. the
name looks at him and 10 amazement says.
‘“Bless mel 1lsthis possiblel Why, what
& remarkable chauge since I tirst
knew you! Whata wonderful change since
I b«d the honor of officating at
your tirth!” The change was no doubt
great, but 1t was natural, from childhood 10
manhood. But here is a change unnatural
and unexpected. And yet, 1n the policy
promised and the policy puisued, greater
far than that between tha infant ¢ mewling
and puking in 1ts nurse’s arms’’ and the
“goldier full ot strange oaths, and bearded
like the pard,” or in the sixth and last
stage into which the Government has
passed, and so descriptive of them ¢lean
and slippered, with shrunk shank, in hose a
world too wide, sinking 1nto oblivion, sans
eyes, sans everything.”

Hon. Mr, SCOTT—Encore ! encore !

Hon. Mr. McLELAN.-Let me ask the
attention of the House to a tew featuresin
that change. [f we go back to to the policy
of the present Government previous to at-
talning power, we see standing out promi.
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nently on il, retrenchment’ Every day and
every hour we were tcld on the floor of Par-
hament, on the hustings and throughout the

- press that the people who were then ruling
the country were corrupt and extravagant,
that they squandered the public funds, and
the inference was given—put us 1n power
and we will economize, and the -country
will be safe and prosperous. Under such
promises they came 1ato power, and surely
we had reason t» suppose that when they
got possession of the reins of Government
they would have studied to retrench the
public expenditure, but what do we find ?
They came down to Parhiament with the
largest estimate that had ever been voted
in a Legislature of this country-—not only
for the Public Wo ks of the Dominion, but
the largest in those very particulars where-
1 retrenchment and economy was to be ex-
pected. Before they came to power they
said the late Government had all these
bulldings crowded from cellar to garrett
with emyployes, their friends. We naturally
supposed there would be a reduction of ex-
penditare within these buildings, but turn
to the record, and what do we find? I
thought it would be hardly fawr, perhaps, to
take any single year and compare it with
any other single year becsuse accidental
circumstances might affect it more or less,
For the purpn:e of m»king a fair comparizon
I compare 1872 and 1873 with 1874 and 1875.
I find the increase in the Putlic Works De.
partment, for mere office work alone, was
$27053; Postoftice, $33.731; Agriculture,
$15,290; Marine snd Fisheries, 13 432;
Justice, $10.252; Miliua and Defense $15.005;
Secretary of State, there was a decrense, nnd
I congratu’ate my honorable friend upon it,
of $433. 1 presuma that is owing to his
teachings 1n economy in his early political
life.

Hon, Mr. AIKINS—The Ordinance and
Dominion Lands branches were transferred
to the Department of the Interior which ac.
counts for the decrease.

Hon. Mr, McLELAN—You have spoiled
the whole thing. Isee it 18 so. The con-
tingencies —vou know what they mean— run
up to $113,873 of an increase. 'laking the
incresse 1n the whole thirteen offices, just
for me e office work, there was an 1ncrease
of $386,478. I find also an increase under
the head of miscellaneous, that is, when
they have put all the sums they can under
every possitle head, there 1s thrown into this
basket, 213 000 of an increase.

Hon. Mr. 870" {'—] hope the honorahle
gentleman will give his paper to the print-
ers that we may have an opportunuy of

answering 1t.
Hon, Mr. McLELAN—My honorable
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friend from Toronto, last year, when the
supply bill was before the House, made a
similar statement and showed the enormous
1ncrease in the expenditures of the country,
1o this hour that has not been answered.
Hon. Mr. SCOTT—It bhas been answered.
Hon. Mr. MoLELAN—No, but I need not
pursue this point farther. W hy we can take
up the public accounts auld without looking
at the date, tell by the amount expended
whether it v;as under the present or the lite
Admnistration. D.vid Copperfield says his
old nurse Peggoty had & habit of bursting
oft her buttons, Ua one occasion she was
taking him down to Yarmouth and he had
the 1mpreesion that if she made him a lost boy
he could track his way back by the buttons
she hadshed. So if we were to lose every
date from the public accounts for ten years
we could track the honorable gentlemen
opposite through them by their extrava-
ganca. Kvery letter and every line of (hier
tinancial history is reeking and dripping
with extravagance, and now the honorable
gentlemen tell us iu this speech when the
money 18 all spent 1n this way *‘that they
are golng to be very economical; we must
make the expenditure come within onur
means.”” How strongly this reminds one of
the narrative ot the Prodigal Son; when he
had wasted all his owa substance in extra«
vagance he came back to economy. I am sure
we shall be glad to assist the gentlemen to
get back somewhere near the position we
expected them to occupy when we listened
to their declarations before they came into
power. There 13 another point in which
there 13 a remarkable  contrast
between  their practice and thewr
preaching. I remember well that the
first speeches 1 heard mn the House of Com-
mons when I had the honor of sitting there,
by the gentlemen who now lead this Gov-
ernment, were denunciations of coalition,
and eutirely 1n favor ot pure party govern
ment. It it was then a coalition govern.
ment they were denouncing, we have a
coalition government now. 1 am not going
to tind fault with the Governwment on that
account, becauss I velieve, In the outset of
this Confederation, 1t was desirable to bring
together the best men to be tound through-
out the Domuion. But looking bick at
those declarations, and contr.sting them
with what we have now, we see how entirely
they are contradicted and falsified. Turning
to a report of a speech delivered by tne
Premier last summer. I find tiis remarkable
declaration in reply to the statement that
his Government was a coalition: [t would
be avery grave charge, did it not want the
simple element of truth,”’ and he asked,
“ With wohom was 1t I coalesced 7'’ and agaln,
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# What single principle did I hold m abey-
ance in order to torm an Aministration ?”’
The honorable gentleman says the charge
would be serious i1f true. [ think, with
one-third of the Cabinet from the old
Conservative party, there i3 a co-
alitton npow, jJust as  ivell as
under the late Government, unless you take
the last clause ot the Premier's declaration
in explanation, ¥ What single principle did
I hold in abeyance 1n order to form an Ad.
ministration?” You must arrive at one ot
three conclusions—that there is & coalition
existing now, or that the denunciation ot
the late Government was hollew mockery,
or that all the honorable gentlemen associ-
ated with him, from the old parties, forget
that they ever had principles, and only the
principles ot the Premi:r rule 1o that Gov-
ernment, and make it pure party Govern-
ment. Iratherincline to this last idea, for
I notice, during 118t summer, that a gentle.
man who formerly supported Sir John Mac-
donald, the present Kinance Minister, and
who bad assisted him in carrying many mea.
sures through Parliament, on a public plat.
formin the West, appeared to hold all his
former principles and conduct 1n abeyance,
and to be guided. ruled and influenced only
by the principles ol the Premier’s. When
Nova Sootia sought better terms and the
late Government granted them to acertain
exten:, the present Fipance Minister gave
the measure his support, and yet last sea-
son, giving to party what party demanded
of him, he denounced the whole thing and
endeavored to stir up the people
of Qntario agawst - the late Gov,
ernment for having granted those terms.
I say the late Government never did & more
just act than in graunting better terms to
Nova Scotia. Turn up the record and you
will find the trade that Provinee and New
Biunswick have given. You will find 1t
reaches the enormous sum of over $100,000 -
000 10 the ten years. I take the returns of
Nova Scouia and New Brunswick for 1863
and 1866. 1 see the imports of these ten
years and the increase there was. I take
the next three yesars und see the extent to
which they have fallen off. In 1863 the im-
ports were $17,000,000 ; 1n 1866, $24 000 000,
for those two Provinces—incresse, $6,521,-
000. In 1869, at the same rate, they would
have reached $30.000.000, and what were
they ? Unly $14,8.9 000, a decrease of §16,-
074,000. Doos anyone suppose that the
People of those two Provinces did not use
more goods than that represents? No, but
under Confederation, where there 18 no
Tecord of impoits trom other provinces they
bought these goods from QOntsrio and Que-
bec. You can only judge the extent of that
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trade 1n this way, and while Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick have been pouring this
immense sum of over one hundred mitlion
1n ten years into uhe lap of the Upper Pro-

vinces, 1 say 1t was unkind and un.
generous for members of the present
Government to go 1nto Ontarid

constituencies and attempt to create a feel-
ing against the late Governra,nt for modi-
fying the terms of our union. But it only
contitms me in the idea that one mind, one
priaciple and one voice rules and ghides in
this Government, and in order that there
raay be no coalition, pure party Govern-
ment, all the rest are to hLold In aveyance
any principles they may have. That we see,
is carried to peifection 1n the Lower House,
but 1t occurs to me sometimes, looking at
my honorable friend opposite, the Secretary
ot State, and who may have some political
principles imbibed in his earlier duys, to ask
myselt ¢ 1s the Premier not afraid that when
this honorable gentleman here 18 away irom
under his eye he may not hold those
principles in abeyance; but put them into
practice,”’ and it has suggested to my
mind that the honorable Premier should
have a remedy for tms—come up here,
especially when there 1s an empty chair, as
now, beside the honorable Secretary of
State, and ree Lhat that gentleman keep
all his principles m abeyauce. We have
heard of managers sometimes runni: g two
theatres, and the honorable gentleman
might, after he hal stirted well 1n the
Lower House ‘The Schcol for Scan-
dal ' come wup here and assist
In the # Comedy of Errors,)’ or com-
lng here, put on the boards “The
two gentlemen ot Verons,” and then
80 back 10 the «ther end of thie bullding and
enjoy s benefit in the successful manage-
meunt of ¢ the one gentleman of Aurora.”
It would, L am sure, be considercd an injus-
tice to the Government to close without
some reference 10 their melancholy failure
10 elevate the stundard of political purity,
8 matter of the deepest rqgret to the coun-
try. Onno point did their leader sappear
more sanguine and msake louder promises.
He declared the whole political condition
of the country under Sir John rotien and
corrupt to the core, and that the earliest
efforts of his party on co.ing to power
would be to reform all this, but hardiy had
tney secured the reins when the evidence of
political corruption, comparatively unknown
before, epread over the records ot our
courts and Parli ment. The honorable
Premier not longsince, inaspeech delivered
before an Ortario audience, snid, ¢ 1 have
repeatedly st«ted that I would prefer at
present to haye a Conservative Government
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n power than & feeble Reform Government
that would not give eftect to their own prin-
ciples.)’ Going back to the declarations of
the gentleman, before coming to power, we
find purity in politics a professed funda
mental principle, and how feeble, how
powerless has been the Reform Government
to give eftect to that piinciple!
On the journey to Ottawa 1 was forcibly re-
minded that ¥ extremes meet and history
repeats itself,”” Two gentlemen on the
cars were discussing life in Indis, and the
conversation turned on the serpents of that
country ; how the most deadly of the tribe,
the covra, often found 1ts way into the
dwelling. tho office, and even the private
desk. Soalarming was this plague at one
time that the Government dete.mined to
put aun end to it, and oftered a bounty for
every one killed, but to the dismay ot the
Government, and the horror of the well
disposed, the natives immediately started
breeding establishments for them. See how
closely the precedent hus been followed
here. When the gentlemen now on the
Government benches were 1n Opposition
and loudest in their ¢y that the - political
cobra existed in this country, but little heed
was given to them ubtil 1t was discovered
that one had found 1ts way to the private
de:sk of a gentloman and appropriated his
papers to toster a brood. Shortly after this
it was heralded abroad that it was breeding
in the public offices of the country, aad
that in the principal Postoffice of the Do-
minlon its young had been discovered with
avenomous hold on private letters—letters
properly sealed and lawfully etamped, but
which the stamp, the Queen’s peunny, tailed
to protect to keep sacred and inviolate. The
public mind was 1ntensely moved at this
announcement, and when the then lead.r of
the Opposition pledged himself ard his
party to remove the evil, to Inaugurate a
new reign ot purity, and fo elevate the
standard of public morality, so that the
trail of the serpent should no more be tound
in political lite, the country received with
joy the announcement and the pledge, and
the honorable gentleman and his friends
were placein power to redeem the promisa.
But wmark what followed, how singularly
history repeats. The moment they were in
a position to give eflect to their prin-
ciples the natives of the party con-
verted almost every hustings in the
couotry into breeding establishments of the
cobra. And the records of our courts and
the journals ot Parliament show that 1t has
multiplied beyond precedent !in any coun-
try having representative institutions. If
1t had hitherto been lying under cover, or
oreeping 1n the shade, it became a walker
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abroad. Ifit did not meet us squarely 1
our pathway, it came upon us in circular
form, after 1ts manner. The evidence of its
increase grew, and was pushed upon us
from al{ sides, not coming down haudsome-
ly. but gathering thick as the falling leaves
in Valambrosa, until men everywhere are
alarmed, and each asks the other where is
this evil 10 end. To quiei 1n Bome measure
this alarm and anxiety,I bring tms Indian
precedent. 1t will be observed in this that
no charge was ever made against that Gov-
ernment of having started a breeding estah.
lishment on their own account, snd ttha
ther-fore our Government is not necess rily
called on by 1t to go into the business. In-
deed, taking the precedent in connection
with tbe well known character of the origin-
al elevator of the standard, [ think we may
rest assured that he, at least, 1s safe though
the entire party desert. Though hench-
man  and colleague, all forsake him,
yet with an iron will and a purpose of
steel he will pursue his own course; and. 1t
left alone, like the last rose of summer, like
that last roge he will bloom nlone. No sit-
ufgdown in melancholy sadness as Mac-
aulay pictures the New Zealander in the far
future on the broken arch of London
Bridge, contemplating the desolation around
bim, but erect, sternly and grandly, will he
fill 1o the letter the description given of an
old British politician, “a solitary sentipel
pacing his lonely rounds about the desert-
ed citadel of his own utterances,’’ pacing his
lonely rounds about the deserted citadel of
(mt, purity. Let tone :ountry, then, ress
Msatisfied that at least a ramnant of purity
may be leit; nind whéther the seven years
of plenty under Sir John are 1o be followed
by tlree or five years of depression under
the present Government, let us look for
nething worse than State poverty, the Gov-
ernment not being callzd upon under the
precedent to breed the cobra.

Hon. Mr. MoPHERSON—I would not de
tn the House at this period of the debate,
but that I wish to direct the attention of
honorable gentlemen to one or two points.
[ have salways been ot opinion that 1t 1s
in general desirable that we should tollow
British parliamentary usage 1n passing the
Address, with as little debate as circum
stances will permit, and I was therefore
somewhat disippointed that the Address
was not passed on kriday last, 1 feel,'how-
ever, that the Hcuse has been more
than repaid for the time occupied in debate
by listening to the very a»le, interesting,
and eloquent speech that has just been de-

livered. Ap amount of information has
been placed betore the House in
a  concise form, which  cannot
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fail, not only to be exceedingly
useful and interesting to this Senate, but
also to the country. With respect to the
clause in the resolutions referring to the
Pacific Kailway, I must seize this, the first,
opportunity aftorded me, to express my
strong condemnation of the expenditure
that 13 being made on the section of the
rallway between the head ot Lake Superior
and Red River. It 18 a tractof country
which welall know to be mhospitable, with-
out cultivable landg, to any extent, to at
tract the settler, and when the railway is
completed the territory will simmply be
passed over by those who avail themselves
of that route. How any government can
defend themselves before the people
of this country for undertaking, m
the present circumstancer of the Dominion,
an expenditure in that region that cannot
fall short of twenty millions of dollars, 1s
more than [ can understand. The expendi-
ture through that country can peither be
productive nor reproductive. 1 merely
touch on this question at present, because I
do not consider it the proper occasion to go
into it in detail, but I must raise my voilce
on this first opportunity agamst the ex-
penditure. I think the Speech from the
Throne—I say 1t with great humility—should
always give the people some means
of judging of the prosperity of
the country, but I dety any honorable
gentleman (o learn from this speech
whether the country is in a prosperous con-
dition or not. The usage that prevails in
England is, if there 13 anything of more
than ordinary interest to the country to
call pubhc attention to 1t in the Queen's
Speech, be 1t favorable or unfavorable. If
anything important 1s occurring in India or
any of the colonies, 1t 18 referred to mn the
Speech. In Canada, where Parliament, re-
Presenting, as it does, Provinces, some
ot them very remote from others, we
should receive some idea from the Gov-
ernment, through the Speech, of what is
doing in each of the Provinces, and 80 be
able to judge of the material progress of the
whole Dominion, and also of the several
Provinces. But we can discover nothing of
this kind from the Speech that has been-ad-
dressed to us from the Throne, Allusion is
made t0 the falling off 1n revenue through
diminishing imports, but no reason is given
for diminished imports, and a stranger read-
ing the speech might believe that 1t was in
Consequencs of the increase of manufactures
In this country. No inhabitant of this coun-
try would fall mnto such an error, but a
Stranger might, as there is nothing to direct

Im to any other conelusion, It 1s well

nown to many honorable gentlemen that

5 .
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the crop in Ontario last year was an ex-
ceedingly deficient one, so deficient that
provender is now actually being imported
into Ontario for the feeding of farmers’
stock.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Hear ! Hear!

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—I1s that not a
matter of sufficient importance to fiad
place in the Speech from the Throne ? [y
18 known that all tho great industries of the
country, especially those in Outario and
Quebec, are languishing, and many of them
areextinct. Is that not a matter that
should have found a placein the Speech,
and should not sympathy and encourage-
ment have been expressed ? 1s 1t possible
that the Government are not aware of those
facts? Then we have no idea ot the condi-
tion of industries 1n British Columbia, We
are told nothing of the progress
being made 1n the settlement of
Manitoba. We are aware that a
pestilence has prevailled among some
of the new settlements of strangers
who have been settled 1n the Nor’-West.; is
that not a matter worthy of mention 1n the
speech? Would not a few gracious words
uttered from the Throne have carried soms
consolation to those who have suffered the
loss of those nearets and dearest to them in
a strange land? Would 1t not have been a
matter of .gratification to those strangers
had the head of the Government and the
Parliament expressed sympathy for them in
therr affliction? It caunot be possible that
the Government are ignorant of these
things. Is it possible that they are in-
different to them, ignorant they cannot be ! 1
can refer mith great pleasure to the Centen-
nial exhibition. 1visited it, and 1 must say I
telt much pride and gratification at the aigh
place my country took on that oocasion.
Much has been said about the inefficiency
ot the Canadian Commissioners, but as far
as I had an opportunity of judging, every-
thing had been done that could hive been
done to ensure the success of our exhibi-
tors. Much bad been done, of course, by
the exhibitors themselves, but 1 am quite
sure the Cnmmissioners aided as far as it was
in their power to do so. They had great
difliculties to contend with.

Hon. Mr. SCOTI—Hear, hear!

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON —There is very
little new legislation invited in the
Speech from the Throne. From anything
we can gather from it there will he no
legislation that might not be deterred with-
out disadvantage to the country for years
tocome. The truth 1s that Parliament has
been assembled, so far as the Government
is concerned, judging from the Speech, sim.
ply to vole the supplies. It1s a very ex-
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pensive mode of doing it, because this Par-
liament cannot be assembled and sit over
thirty days without involving an expendi-
ture of $600,000 at least, The country will
feel that there 18 no value given for that
amount of money. In these days of strin-
gency and when there is so little to do, 1 think
the Government might have their measures
ready, 8o that the necessaiy legmslation and
also the great inquest could be proceeded
with by the Upposition, and both completed
within the thirty days, and then one-half
the amount usually expended in legisla-
tion might be saved to the country.
I think that this i1s a matter which the Gov-
ernment wWho came 1ntd power on such oft
repeated promises of retrenchment and eco-
nomy might well take inlo consideration.
1t aftords great scope for retrench-
ment. I cannot compliment the Govern-
ment upon the fulfilment of their promises
of retrenchment and economy. Nothing
could have been more disappointing to the
country than their failure to redeem their
promises on these points. The expenditures
to which they are committing the Dominion
18 alarming. I see Ly the Public Accounts
that the net debt now exceeds $124.
000,000, and we are committed to
an utterly useless expenditure of twenty
millions more between the head of Lake
Superior and Red River. Surely the Gov-
ernment, knowing the state of the country,
and having the Public Accounts before
them, will pause before proceeding with
this expenditure ; they must feel that it
will be unproductive, and that the finances
of the country are unable to bearit. I cer-
taioly did not expect to have to charge the
Government of Mr. Mackenzie with reckless
expenditure and departmental extra-
vagance, but I have to do both. 1t was the
last charge 1 expected that they would have
been open to. It istrue I judged Mr. Mac-
kenzie by his professions, When he first
formed bhis Government—although there
were two coalition blots upon it—what from
his previous professions he must have con-
sidered blots — 1t was the Mackenzie-
Dorion Government. It was respectable,
and much was expected from it. 1 expect-
ed much from it, but I had little idea then
that the Mackenzie-Dorion Government
would have degenerated so rapidly into the
Mackenzie - Cauchon Coalition.

I will only allude to ore other subject,
Considering the general depression that
prevails throughout the Dominion, I think
1t would have been well if the Government
had called the attention of Parliament to it,
and had been prepared to submit to the
Legislature some amendment to the Insol-
veat Act, Seeing the extent to which it 18
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taken advantage of; seeing the waste of as-
sets 1n the hands of assignees, surely 1t 1s
worthy the attention of Parliament, and the
country will be much disappointed unless
the Government show they appreciate
the gravity of the precent situation.
Really the most prosperous clasa,
as a class, at the centres of commerce,
are the official assignees. I shall only ex-
press a hope that this subject will receive
the attention of the Government, as it 1s
much more 1mportant than anything in the
way of legislation mentioned in the Speech.
Hon. Mr. SCOTT said:—# This debate
has become extremely discursive. The
Speech has been discussed on what 1t does
contain, and what it does not contain. We
have had a very wide discussion on Free
Trade and Protection, and upon the general
policy of the Government for the last ten
years. It is quite legitimate on occasions of
this kind for gentlemen to take a very wide
Iimit 1p addressing the House, and 1 have
no grounds for complaint against any hoo-
orable member of this chamber, with the
exception of the gentleman who preceded
the last speaker—the honorable Senator
from Londonderry. Other gentlemen, 1
think, kept within the rule and addressed
the House n terms to which no one can
take objection. I do think, though, and I
speak advisedly, that that honorable gentle-
man has departed from well established
rules, and has rather degraded than ele-
vated the debate. The honorable gentle-
man, as once said by Sheridan, relies upun
his memory for his wit, and on his imagina-
tion for his facts. He has misquoted some
statements, highly colored others, and dis-
torted facts, He astounded me, certamly,
when he laid a charge against the commit-
tee that sat last session in the other branch
of the Legislature, and he repeated the
charge, that that committee had attributed
to Providence the depression in trade. I
confess I was shocked. 1 asked the honor-
able gentleman on what page 1t appeared.
Afterlsome hesitation he gave me the page—
260, 1 turned to 1t and I found that it is,
part of the appendix of the report;
that 1n that appendix 1s a letter
from an American gentleman known as Mr
Wells, and in that letter is a quotation from
an’Auburn poet, or some one in Massachu-
sets, 1n which, 1 think, the name of Provi.
dence 18 very improperly and disrespectfully
introduced. The honorable gentleman,
knowing that he was making a false state-
ment, dares to charge that upon honorable
gentlemen sitting 1n another Chamber in
committee. [ asik the honorable gentlemen
1t that is fair play? The honorable Senator
has sought to charge the Administration
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with crimes of all descriplions, from coali-
tion down to frauds. He commenced his
speech by telling the Government that they
did not enjoy the confidence of the people
of Canada, and that, imitating Gladstone, it
was time to dissolve Parliament and appeal
to the people. Thiza Government, knowing
their duty, while they have a majority mn
the popular branch of the Legislature of
from sixty to seventy, think it would be
highly improper, and not in the interestsof
this country, to dissolve the House. On
what does the honorable gentleman base
bis theory? He tells us that the elections
have been going against the Government
this last year, Election after election has
been decided against the administration,
Iturn up the record, and what do I find?
That during last year twelve elections have
been held in the Dominion of Canada. In
all but. four of thoee, gentiemen were re-
elected representing the same class of pol
tics 4% their unmediate predecessors. ln
‘I'wo Mountains Mr. Globenski was replaced
by Mr. Daost. In Middlesex Mr. Scatcherd
was replaced by his brother, s member of
the Reform party. In Glengarry Mr. McNab
was unseated, and in the election that fol-
lowed was again returned.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—With areduced
majority. .

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—In Beauce the repre
sentative was elevated to the Senate. There
was a fair test of the confidence of the
people 1n the Government, and & gem}e-
man wag elected representing the politics
of the Adminiwstration, In Cardwell the
lamented gentleman whose loss to the
House of Commone we all deplore, was re-
placed by a gentleman representing the
same political opinions, as 1t was a conatitu-
encyb elonging to the Opposition.

Hon. Mr. AIKENS—But his majority was
five times as large. .

Hon. Mr. SCOIT—In Wellington Me.
Stirton was replaced by Mr, Guthrie repre-
senting similar views to his predecessor. In
Bothwell and Jacaues Cartier there were
elections and the gentlemen who came
into the Administration were returned by
those constituencies. There are four ad-
ditional constituencies, and on these alone
the honorable gentleman could have based
his argument.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—And on the re-
duced majorities in the others.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Where the Govern-
mant have seventy of a majority in the
House 1t is & slender coneolatjon to the Op-
position that there have beem 1educed
majorities in thelr constituencies. In those
four that replaced gentlemen opposed to
the Government two of the constituencies
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did not belong to this Adminstration,
In the two Ontarios supporters aof
the Government were replaced
by gentlemen who had occupied those seats
on a former occasion, but in the great up-
heaval of 1874, when the friends of the
honorable gentlemen were swept out of
power, the constituencies feeling that the
Dominion was dishonored by the presence
of an Administration that had marked itself
out 1n the history of the country as being
more corrupt than any other'that had ever
existed, returned supporters of the present
Government, and in the last election they
only returned to their former love, and that
18 all that can be said of it. This leavesjust
two constituencies where the Government
were defeated. In Queen’s County, Prince
Edward Island, Mr. Laird. who was appomt-
ed to a Lieut..Governorship in the North
West, was replaced by Mr. Pope, who was
elected by only the small majority of fifty,
where there were over four thousand votes
polled. The other constituency was 1
Nova Scotia, where Mr. 'lremaine, who was
elevated to the Bench, was replaced by Mr.
Campbell, who, I believe, is a supporter ot
the Opposition ; 8o that the Opposition
have a right to claim just two victories. The
closest vote of last session was that on the
steel rails question, and that vote was 124
to 54. If that vote were repeated to-day
the Government wouid simply have 120 as
aganst 58, making the Government major-
ity 62 instead of 70. Sixty-two is an extra-
ordinary majority for a Government to have,
and I deny the allegation of the honorable
gentleman that the sentiment of the
country, if to-day tested at the
polls, would be against the Administration.
Gentlemen may make up their minds
that the Government are mnot going
to depart from constitutional usage and
throw the country into the turmoil of an
election to please the friends of the honor
able gentlemen. The honorable Senator
took a fling at the Government because,
forsooth, 1t was one of the planks of their
platform that members of the Administra-
tion, or some of their friends, should have
been eievated to positions of trust in the
country. The honorable gentleman does not
imagine that this Government, or any other
Government, when they have an office to fill,
go into their opponents’ camp and seekin
the ranks of the Opposition for men to fill
positions of trust. 1t1s quite true that the
Premier who controlled the destinies of this
country not long ago was in the habit of
buying up his opponents 1n that way,but that
has not been the pohicy of this Administra-
tion. The honorable gentleman spoke with
great bitterness ot feeling, I can readily
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torgive him. The honorable gentleman, no
doubt, recalls the fact that this Government,
bound by the constitutional principles under
which we live, felt it their duty when they
came into power, to carry out the Inde-
pendence of Parliament Aci, an Act the
sprrit of which the late Government set en-
tirely at defiance. We know that one dis-
tinguished gentleman from the Lower Pro

vinces who sat in the other Chamber, held a
position of importance, with a very hand-
some salary attached to 1t, for codifying the
laws. ‘T'he Opposition protested over and
over again, but the majority at the back of
the Government sustained them 1 keeping
him until a judgeship was found for him
on the DPacilic slope. Another gen-
tleman f{rom the neighborhood of
Simcoe enjoyed a very fat office, with a sal-
ary of about $4.000 & year, as commissioner
on an important public work; and, if my
memory serves me right, there was another
commissioner 1 another brauch of the Leg-
islature who also held a similar fat office,
with the same emoluments, contrary to the
spirit of the Independence of Parliament
Act, and contrary to the established usage
of the country. From motives of economy,
and because it was a blot on thd®constitu.
tion of the country, the Administration
found 1t necessary to remove that honorable
gentleman ; and this accounts for the spite
and venom of the honorable gentleman’s
remarks on the Administration. He told us
in very eloquent langnage that under the
administration of his fiiends, when Sir John
Macdounald wasat the helm of State, all was
prosperity ; that the trade of this country
ran up, up, up, until it was fitty millions ot
dollars in excess of what it i3 to-day. It is
quite true that 1t did; butdid the honorable
gentleman tell us where the ditference
comes in, between that excess of fifty mil
lions of dollars and the trade of the past
year? I havein my hands an extract from
the Publis Accounts, in the preface of which
the honorable gentleman will find the ex-
poris and the 1mports for every year from
1868 down to 1876. 1t is quite true that the
exports rose from $57,567,888 1n 1868 10
$60,474.781 10 1869; to $73,573,490 in 1870;
to $74,173,168 in 1871; to $82693,663
1 1872; to $89.789,922 1n 1873, which was
the highest point they touched since Con-
federation, the imports In that year beng
$128,011,281. The imports had run up to
that figure from $73,459,644 1n 1868. There
was 0 1873 an excess of nearly fifty millions
of imports over exports. Though our 1m-
ports were fifty millions of dollars 1n excess
of our exports 1n 1873, does the honorable
gentleman tell me, or tell the intelligent
people of this country, that that was a mark
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of our prosperity, or that the people who
are 1n receipt of eighty-nine millions of dol-
lars can aflord to spend one hundred and
twenty-eight millions? 1f he does he is pro
ducing a rare theory on finance, and his
views will be rapidly taken up by bankrupt
establishments and by countries that are
falling behind their usual trade.

Hon. Mr. READ—Is not the honorable
gentleman making a mistake? Is 1t not
thirty-eight millions or forty mllions, instead
of fifty millions?

Hon. Mr. MILLER-.1t does not matter;
ten millions 1s a mere trifle.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—It does not matter; I
will give the honorable gentleman the bene-
fit of the ten millions, if I have made a mis.

take 1n calculation, but it does not
weaken the {force of my argument
at all. 1t simply shows that the
people of this country were spending

a great deal more 1 1873 than thpy were
Justified in doing. In 1874 the exports
began to drop, not very much, but still they
began to drop. In 1876 the exports had
gone up something over that ot 1875, the
exports of 75 being $77,886,979, while the
exports of 1876 were $80.966,435, an 1n-
crease of a little over $3,000,000, while the
1mport, dropped from $123,070,283, 1 1875,
down to $93,210,346, the duty being $12,-
823,114 as compared with $15361,382 the
previous year, and that accounted for the
deficiency in the revenue. Yet the honor-
able gentleman tells us that that is an evi-
dence of the serious condiilon of the aftairs
of this country to our disadvantage. Itisan
evidence that we are coming back to live
within our means, and that we are begin-
ning, now, to be more economical, and that
we are preserving and conserving the ex.
penditure of the covntry. The statement is
full of thought. 1 think that statement
alone, with one other circumstance to which
I would draw the attention of this House,
will go far to explain what has caused the
depression 1n this country, The true theory,
in my estimation, 18, that for several years
we were over importing, and in addition to
that there were other figures which the hon-
orable gentleman could bave quoted with
advantage for this House, and which
would go far to coofirm that view,
It is this: That in the report of the Depres-
sign Committe® there is attached & very
important summary, entitled a statement of
assignment made by 1nsolvents 1 the
Dominion of Canada, from January 1875 to
February 1876, a period of nearly fourteen
months. InYound numbers the amount of
liabilities was twenty-six millions of dollars.
Of that no less an amount than sixteen
millions was due by persons who were in
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trade, known as dealers, either wholesale or
retail merchants, or persons who were
entirely in mercantile trade. The whole
amount of accumulated liabilities through
failures among  manufacturers  was
tive  millons, forming one fifth
only of all the failures during that period
That significent fact goes far to establish
that the depression n this country was
brought about by our merchants 1mporting
morethan our people could aftord to buy,
But there is now another point to which 1
wish specially to call the attention of this
House. I think itis one of very consiler.
able 1mportance and it.1s this: The highest
amount touched by our exports was 1n 1873,
when they rose to $89,789,922, while last
year, 1876, they had fallen to $80,966,435. I
found in turning up the Public Accounts of
1873 and looking at the products of the
forests the value of our exports of lumber
had risea to 8o large a sum as $2%,586,000.
In the following year our lumber
exports dropped to $26,000,000, and the
following year, 1875, to $25,000,000;
and last year 1t had dropped to $20,000,000.
Now the difference between the exports of
lumber 1n 1876 and 1873 is, in round num-
bers, $8,000,000. 1f honorable gentle-
men will take the exports for 1876, which
were $80,966,435, and add to that the eight
millions deficiency 1n lumber exports, it will
bring the exports of Canada for last year up
to nearly as high a point as it ever touched
1n the huwstory of Canada. Therefore,I am
jostified in attributing the present depres-
8idn to two causes—the over-trading and
over-purchasing of goods 1n foreign markets,
and to the fulling off in the value and ex-
ports of our lumber and the inability of our
lumbermen to sell it in the markets of the
United States. During the years following
the great American war we all know the
Inflation in that country was something that
the history of the world had never before
witnessed. Wae all benefited trom that in-
Hation, We all found a ready trade for any-
thing we could produce i1n Canada, and the
people became wealthy in consequence.
InHdated value was attached to property and
to industries 1n this country, which circum-
stances did not warrant, and when the col-
lapse came 10 the United States, many years
before 1t reached Canada, was it not natural
that this country should feel the recoil?
There is no branch of industry in Cansda 1n
Which people are so largely interested as in
lumber, The moneys derived from the
lumber trade permeate every possible class
of society. It gives employwment to armies of
en, The lumbermen buy the coarse
grains of the farmer; they give employ.
ment to railways and boats in carrying lam-

[FEBrUARY 13, 1877.]

the Address. 37
ber to market, and in every possible way
the trade gives to the great mass of the
people larger returns than any other indus-
try that can be named. 1 show clearly by
these figures that there was a reduction
of $8,000,000 1n this trade in 1876, 1n which
year there was a loss to our lumbermen.
The banks had advanced large .sums of
money, on which the lumbermen had to
pay heavy interest; they drew on therr
friends 1n Quebec and kngland until 1t was
tmpossible to hold out anv longer, and low
prices had to be taken for lumber that ,was
ruin to all parties concerned. Men em-
ployed 1n the woods were obliged to take
lower wages than they had received in for-
mer years, and all classes were affected.
Honorable gentlemen have discussed the
omission of any reference in the Speech to
the depression, If they will consult the
first address that was placed mn His Excel-
lency’s hands atter this Government came
into power, they will therefind that if the
depression had not set in in this country, it
was at least foreshadowed. In 1875 it had
Come nearer, and it was adverted to in the
Speech of that year. In 1876, last year, 1t
formed g0 1mportant a paragraph as to be
the leading one 1n the Speech. . Honorable
_geutlemen debated it 1n this chﬁmber, and
it was debated 1m the other House,
where it w.s made the subject
of a special commitice. ‘Lhe ques-
tion was very generally discussed in
the press and by the public men of this
country- A vote was taken 1n the Lower
House as to whether there should be a
change in the tarift or not, and the majority
n support of the Government on that oc-
casion was, 1 think, fifiy or sixty.

Hon. Mr. PENNY—The Maritime Pro-
vinces were almost unanimous against a
change.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Among other charges
which the honorable member for London-
derry has brought against the Government,
and one which he had adverted at
some length, was our starvation of the
sugar industry. Ithinkit was the second
year after the change ot Government that
the refinery of the City of Montreal was
about being closed. No change had been
made up to that time in the tanfl, and the
Government, by Order-in-Council, reduced
the duty ou raw sugar as far as they could
do, 1n order to enable the refinery to work
oft not only the stock ou hand, but the stock
that was coming in. Beyond that the Gov-
ernment were unable to go to assist him,
without affecting the revenue, because the
American Government . were paying a
bounty to their refiners, on sugars exported
by them, in excess of the duty which they
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paid on raw sugars. By this means the
American refiners have been enabled to sell
therr sugar in Glasgow, in the very streets
where the Scotch refiners have large estab-
lishments,; 1n a country where sugar 1s ad-
mitted tree, and labor 1s  cheaper
than in any other manufacturing
country in the world. The resalt was that
the people of Canada were enabled
to get their sugar cheaper than they ever
got 1t hefore. We were all very sorry for
the shutting up of our refinery m Mon-
treal, but those who have benefited by its
operation were small in number compared
with the people who benefited by cheap
sugar, and I do not think that the people
would recognize the wisdom of keeping up
the price of sugar in order to keep open
that refinery when they are getting cheaper
and better sugar than they ever got
before,

Hon. Gentlemen—No! no! no!

Hon, Mr. SCOLT—I think there was a
tall 1n the price of sugar after the refinery
in Montreal was closed?

Hon. Mr. READ—Yes, and a great rise
now.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Mr. Drummond, the
manager of the refinery, thanked the Jov-
ernment for what they had done 1n order
to enable them to work off their stock m
1874. 'They had done all they could with-
cut injuring the finances of the country to
help the refinery. Mr. Drummond who 1s
more competent to speak than any other
man in the country on the subject gives
his views at pages 46, 47 and 48 of the
report of the Depression Committee.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—Does the honorable
gentleman now admit the contention of
Mr. Drummond before the commitiee? I
would infer from the honorable gentleman
that he admits that the position taken by
Mr. Drummond was correct.

Hon. Mr, SCOTT--I am simply quoting
what is alleged as the views of the gentle-
man who has had a larger expertence 1n the
eugar question than sny other gentleman
in the country. :

Hon. Mr. MILLER-—-I wonld like
clearly to  understand the honor-
able gentleman on this pommt. I ap

prehend the argument of the honorable
gentleman to be, that the drawback given
by the American Governmen on sugar re-
fined for export, was much larger than the
duty on the raw material.

Hon, Mr. SCOTT—Yes.

Hon. Mr. MILLER-Speaking for the
Government you make that admission ?

Hon, Mr. SCOIT—That is my opinion.

Hon. Mr. RYAN—Every one admits that
the drawback 1s very large indeed, and 1t is
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for that reason ihat & Government wish-
ing to protect 1ts own manufacturers
should have taken the precaution to pre-
vent that sugar from coming in here, and
the point cited that the sugars were cent to
England and sold there is unfavorable to
the policy which I was in hopes was to be
advocated from the Throne, because it
shows that the Americans by their protec
tive policy of allowing bounties on exports
have been enabled to go into England,
which boasts with its free trade that it ean
compete with the world—and compete with
the English refiners 1n their own country. I
think 1t would be a good policy, and I think
Mr. Drummeond would recommend it too if
measures were taken to prevent this coun-
try from being overwhelmed with exports
from & country which has such a tariff.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—With regard to the
paragraph in the speech, relating to British
Columbia, I find a good deal of diversity of
opinion exists among the honorable gentle-
men who have addressed the House. Une
or two gentlemen thought we were
recreant to our duty because we have not
expended more money on the Pacitic Rail-
way—in other terms, that we have not kept
faith with British Columbia. The honorable
gentleman from Toronto had a warning note
that we were proceeding too hastily ; that
there were portions of the road that
might stand for a considerable time.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—1 did not say
anything about British Columbia.,

Hon, Mr. 8COI'f—There may be a Lappy
mean between the suggestion of the honor-
and the
earnest appeal from the honorable gentle-
man from British Columbia who 1s naturally
impatient at the delay in the counstruotion
of theroad. That honorable gentleman had
stated that under the late Government a
perfect army of engineers and surveyors
were at work 1n British Columbia, with a
view to locating the road, but that the
moment a change of Government came
about those surveys collapsed and expendi-
tures had ceased in that Province—another
instaunce ot want of faith on the part of the
present Administration. I find from in-
formation I have received from th= en-
igneer, Mr, Fleming, that in 1873, the sur
veys in British Columbia consisted of three
parues containing nine engineers and as-
sistants. The sum expended in that year
was $45,000, From November of that year
to June, 1874, the amount eXpended was
$73,000. The first year this Government
came into power the staft was the sume, im-
mediately under Mr. Sandfield Fleming, and
[ am not aware that any change was made
other than the staff was Increased.
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Hon. Mr. AIKINS—Do ! understand
the honorable gentleman to say ithat the
surveylng staff was as large in British Col-
umbia last year as it was 1a 18737

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—My memorandum does
not state in what part of the country the
staff was engaged, but I am not aware that
any considerable number of engineers were
employed anywhere else than in British
Columbia on the survey. In 1874 there
Were 8ix parties, comprising eightaen engi-
neers and assistants; in 1875 there were
Beven parties, comprising twenty engineers
and assistants ; and in 1376 there were seven
parties, embracing twenty-one engineers
and agsistants. I assume that 2 large por-
tion of these—three-fourths of their num-
ber—were employed in British Columbia.
I am not aware that they were
required in any other section,
I do not think, therefore, that the Govern-
ment can be fairly charged with lessening
the J'exploratory or engineering parties.
‘They lef: 1n charge the gentleman who had
previously control of the engineering par-
ties, and they increased the staft and ex-
Penditure, as honorable gentlemen will see
by the following figures: From June, 1873,
to November, 1873. $6,000 ; from November
1873, to June, 1874, $72000; from June,
1874, to Juue, 1875, $185,000; and from
June, 1876, to January, 1877, $228,000, so
that the expenditure has been considerably
larger the last half year than any preced-
Ing period. I assume, but 1 do not speak
from authority, that this increase 18 owing
to surveys on the Fraser River route. When
the Government came 1nto power they
found two unanswered protests from British
Columbia setting forth that Canada had
broken the terms under which British
Columbia entered the Uuion. We found
these papers in the Council Chamber, s0
that the breach was not, at all events,
began by us. I have shown the figures
in  refutatton of the statement of
the honorable gentleman from British
Columbia. 1 am sure he was Wwith.
out a full knowledge of the facts, and per-
haps his statement was a little figurative,

® Government addressed tbemselves to
the British Columbia_difficulty, and as it has
‘¢en discussed over and over again in this

hamber, I do not propose to advert
o 1t further than to say that they
Tecognize the terms under which tLe rail-
:my was to be built, but they also recognize
he will of the people that 1t was to be
uilt, ag fast as the resources of the
%untry will permit without ncreasing

e taxation.

" lfiou. Mr. CARRALL —What I did say, and
at 1 repeat, 15, that the people of British
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Columbia never did expect, nor never asked
for the work to be completed quicker than
the ability of the Dominion would allow
them to do it, but I remarked that the
Houorable Secretary of State had stated—
which I can prove—that he did not believe
the raillway would be built 1n forty years.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I plead guilty to the
fact. Soon after I was called to the Govern.
ment, and before I was called to be a
member of this House, when I was address-
ing an election meeting almost immediately
after the change of government, in advert-
ing to the Pacific Raillway I did measure
s length probably at  longer
line than I otherwise should have done. I
figuratively expressed that it would take’
forty years at least. I used it figuratively,
and it 18 not an expression 1 wish to be
bound by. It has been quoted by the hon-
orable gentleman and others. Itdid drop
from mie, as those expressions do drop from
one occasionally, inadvertently, but I did not
attach the importance to my utterances at
that time that was proper to a person hoid-
1ng & portfolio in the Government.

Hon. Mr, CARRALL~Perhaps the honor-
able gentleman will express his regret and
8ay that he has harmonized his views with
those of his colleagites, 1he honorable gen-
tleman will say to the British Columbians
that he was sorry for the statement!

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—If 1t gratifies my honor-
able iriend and allays the irritation of the
people of British Columbia, I am quite pre-
pared to say that 1 harmonis.6 my views with
my colleagues, 1 quite s ppreciate the
heart burnings of the peop-le of British
Columbia. No doubt they were brought
1nto the union with glowing hopes that the
railway would be constructed in ten or
fifteen years, though they seb now itis ut
terly impossible to build 1t in a nything like
that time.

Hon. Mr. CARRALL—Under t, his Govern-
ment ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—0r any othe r Govern
ment. Perhaps the honorable g entleman
will look at the vote by which this question
was tested in the other Chamber; be will find
1t stood the whole House against .ten. It
arose on the resolution of Mr. Ross, 0, © M1d-
dlesex, attaching the condition t > the
British Columbia vote that the road si ould
be built no faster than the resources of the
couuntry would allow,

Hon. Mr. CARRALL - Nobody ever ash ¢d
apything more.

Hon, Mr. BLUTT—That vote carried al- -
most unanimously. The leaders of the
party which the honorable gentleman so
much admires, | think, voted with the pre-.
sent Adminstration on that question, -
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Hon. Mr. CARRALL—It was a put up job,
Hon Mr. SCOTT—~Reference is made 1n

the Speech to the extradition arrangements.

The honorable leader of the Opposition, 1n

commenting on this parapraph, took occa-

sion {0 say that he did not see what His

Excellency had to do with 1t, inasmuch as

1t was a treaty arrangement, one

brought about by the two  great
powers, Great Britain and the United States,
1t will be seen when the papers are brought
down that this Government have felt that
Canada had & great deal to do with this
matter, and that we were more deeply in-
terested in ,it than any other part of the
empire. This Government would be
recreant to their trust if they had not called
the attention of the Imperial Government
to the necessity of coming to some arrange-
ment with the United States respecting the
old treaty, and also to widen its scope.

Honorable gentlemen know how defective

that treaty is respecting Canada, We see

men placed in high positions of trust in our
banks. They put thousands of dollars in
their pockets, cross over to the United

States, and live on their booty in detiance of

the people they have robved. But if a

man who was mnot paid to watch

the interest of the bank stole ten,
dollars he could be extradited,
tried and sent to the Penitentiary, but the
gentlemanly thhef who committed breach of
trust could go to the United Statas and live
on his ill-gotten gans, That is one of the
points on which, I think, the treaty should
be amended- I think 1 speak the senti-
ments of all parties when I say that both
countries are desirous of having a wider
treaty than exists between any other two
peoples. 1t is unnecessary for me toadvert
to the anomalies that exist in the Royal In.
structions, They were framed at a time
when the present state of affairs did not
exist 1n the Dominion of Canada. Thesame
1structions were issued to all of Britain's
colonies, and certainly the smaller colonies
are not to be placed on a par with
this Dommion, nor are the nstructions
for the Cape of Good Hope suitable to four
millions of people having self-Government
a8 we bave. One important paragraph
which bhas been somewhat commented upon
18 the reference to the Treaty of Washing-
ton. For that treaty this Government 1s
not responsible. Honorable gentlemen who
have attacked the Administration on this
subject should have suspended their judg-
mént until papers are brought down, when
they will see wu Luve done all we possibly
could to bring about a settlement of this
important question. Sir A. T, Galt was
named a Commissioner mm 1875, and since
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then every possible effort has been
made to have the American Govern-
ment complete the tribunal. Honorable
gentlemen can understand the difficulty
Canada has, in conducting matters of this
kind through the Imperial Government.
The Alabama claims award has long since
been paid over, some nine mitlions of dol-
lars in excess of the claims fyled, yet in this
matter, in which Canada 18 so interested,
there has been an amount of evasion and
delay quite unworthy of a nation of forty
millions of people. When the papers come ,
down it will be found, at all events, this
Government have brought all legitimate
pressure to bear to have a settlement of
the question accomplished. 1 am happy to
sve the lndian policy of the Government
meets with the approval of the House. Itis
to be hoped next year we will have complet-
ed treaties with the remamning tribe, the
Blackfeet. The amount involved in these
treaties 1s very large, and will be a perman.
ent tax on this country. A graver question
arises from the United States tribes taking
refuge in Canada. We have to consider
what we willdo with those migratory In-
dians. They must have a certain extent of
country to hunt n, and they can only ob.
tain that by reducing the reserves legiti-
mately belonging to the Indians of Canada.
I felt very much gratification at the refer-
ences tu the newly appointed memt er trom
Hamilton, who mover the Answer to the
Speech. Iam quite sure he will become a
very great acquisition to this Chamber,
The honorable gentleman who seconded the
Address, did so with much ability.  There
are other points in the Address to which I
would like to refer, but more fitting occa-
sions will occur during the next sixty days.

Hon. Mr. MocLELAN rose to mske a per-
sonal explanation. He demied that he had
any personal feeling in his remarks against
the Government. He explained that before
the change of Government took place 1t
was arranged that as the Intercolomial Rail-
way was about completed, the commissioner
ship was to be abolished,and the work was to
be completed by the Public Works Depart-
ment. In 1873 the chairman had tele-
graphed him of the change of Government,
and he had 1mmediately sent authority to
Mr. Walsh to hand in his (Mr. McLelan’s)
resignation.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT sa1d he accepted the ex-
planation, aud was glad to know the honor-
able gentleman’s remarks were not caused
by personal feeling.

Hon. Mr. RYAN asked it the statemient
of the honorable Secretery of State was
that Mr. Drummond was satistied with the
legislation on the sugar duties?
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Hon. Mr. SCOTT again explained the
Order-n-Couneil of 1874, reducing the duties
on raw sugar, in order to allow the Mon.
treal refinery 10 work oft the stock on hand
and the cargoes arriving. He had not
stated that Mr. Drummnond had expressed
himself satisfied wi'h the legislation.

Hen. Mr. CAMPBELL—You said he
thanked the Government.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT- 1 said that there were
cargoes of sugar arriving, At all evenus,
the Goveinment, when their attention was
called to it,; reduced the duty on certag
classes of raw sugars, but not enough to
continue the refinery in operation. It, how.
ever, enabled them to work off the
stock they had on hand. It was

8 very small {avor —a temporary one, |

I stated, further, that Mr. Drummond gave
it as his opinion that the American draw-
back was abou, 535 cents per 100 1bs. in ex.
cess of the duty pa1d on the raw article when
imported 1nto the United States.

Iion Mr. RYAN—I was only afraid the’

impres-ion would be made on the House, ot
which the bhon, gentleman’s words were sus-
ceptible, that Mr. Drummond felt satistied
with the action of the present Government,
The report of the Commuttee of the Houseof
Commons on the sugar question 18, “ that
under the tarift of the United
States the American refiner oObialns
a bounty of 55 cents per 100 lbs., and that
the Canadian tanft as 1t now stands imposes
such duules on the different grades of sugar,
that when reduced to the ad valorem si.n-
dard it will be found to be lower onthe
higher grades,” They go on to say with re-
gard to the statement that the drawback to
the American refiner 18 5¢ cents, * the Com-
mittee thinks 1t greatly exsggerated, and
wholly untounded.” My honorable friend
n impressing nis view of thenutility of the
sugar refineries 1n the country, seemed
Mmost emphatically to refer to Montreal.
Now, Montreal is not the only place that has
had n sugar refinery. I think there was one
In Halitax, and [ believe large preparations
Were being made t0 establish sugar refineries
In Nova Scotla. The paragraph in the Speech
Telating to the laws regulating duties on
Customs 13 important. I would like to
know that there 13 some intention on the
Part of Government of remedying the havd-
ships under which many of our manufac-
turers labor owing to our not adopting -
L will not call 1t a retalatory, but a
Te0iprocal  policy—something, in fact,
Slmilar to the system which exists n
the Umited States. It is rumored there
18 an intention of asmimilating our
CUstoms 1arift to theirs, and I would like

knog that it will be 1n the direc-
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tion of protecting our manufacturers and
the industries of the country.

Hon. Mr. PENNY—~What Mr. Drummond
complained of was the alteration m the tariff
made by Sir Francis Hincks when he was
Finance Mmister. Mr. Drummond said
that chdnge ruined him.

Hon. Mr, RYAN—Where does he say
that? Itis not in his evidence.

Hon. Mr. PENNY~—1 think it 1s.

Hon, Mr, SMITH—I1t 13 not our tarift Mr.
Drummond complained of, but the draw-
b.ck given by the American Government,
Unless our Government is prepared to meet
that drawback by a tariff equal to 1t on the
same grade of sugars, refiners can never
succeed in this country.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS suggested certain
verbal amendments to the address which
were agreed to and the motion was then
carried. )

The House adjourned at 6.20 p.m., till
Thursday.

-
THurepay, Feb, 15th.
The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 p.m,
MAIL SBERVICE,

Hon. Mr. BOURINO moved that an hum-
ble address be presented to His Exoellency
the Governor General, praying that His Ex-
cell-ncywill cause to he 1.id before this House:

1st—Copies of all contracts entered into
doring the year 1876, for the conveyance of
Her Majesty’s muls from Sydney to Cow
Bay, Little and Big Glace Rays, and Bridge-
port in the County of Cape Breton.

20d—Also, copies of notices for tenders,
and the titles of the newspapers wherein
they were 1nserted, with all copies of other
documents, correspondence, &c., in refer-
ence to such contracts. )

Also—Copiesof all other contracts en.
tered into in the years 1874, 1875 and 1876,
m the said County ot Cape Bretqn, with
vouchers of payments for said services for
transmission of mails,

Hon. Mr. SCOLU'T sa1d there wasno objec-
tion to the address going. The Information
required in answer to the first and second
paragraphs he had then 1a his hnd, and it
was at the service nf the honorable gentle-
man. But the third clause would involve
some considerable copying of papers. It
the honor.ble gentleman would point out
anything specific, he would be glad to take
a note of 1t,

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT said he referred to
genersl irregularities in the contract for the
transmission of mails. It would he ditlicult
to point them all out specifically, and he
would pretfer to wail until the papers were
laid on the table.
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Hon: Mr. SCOTT said with regard to the
first question there was an exisung contract
from Little Glice Bay to Syduey tor §28250
for u tri-weeky service ; from Reserve Mines
to Sydney, $156, and from Port Caled:nia to
Sydney, tor $564, making a total of $1,002.50
for this service. An ciler was made to the
Postm:ster General by a responsible person
to do the whole service daily 1or §900 a year,
and temporary sgreement Wag made at
that 1ate fora d.ily service from Cow Bay to
Sydney, covering the three routes above-
mentioned,

Hon. Mr. MILLER—~Without tender?

Hoo. Mr. SCOIT sud it was without
tender. Lhe arrangement being a temporary
one no tenders were asked and no contradt
m de, but it was & saving of one hundrea
dollars a yesr to the publie, and the service
was made daily inste«d of risweekly.

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT said it was an ex-
traordinary pioceeding on the part of the
Government. He bad been intormed that
‘last year the Government thought proper
to establish a daily m-1l over the routes re-
ferred to, and without following the usual
couree, calling tor teunders for the work, they
took the contract away trom the person who
had been doing 1t to the satislaction of
everybody, and lLad given 1t to another
party without tender or public notice. How
could the Government jusiify themselves
betors the pubilc on this matter. Was
every contract with rail vays and other pub-
lhic woiks to be considered temporxry ?
This was a system that the country woull

‘pever suhmit to,

Hon. Mr. MILLER said that the Hon,
Secretary of State had shown commendabie
zen]l in placing information respecting the
first two ques:lons before the House. and
he might also be able 10 give information
respec ing the third question, which 1n-
volved a breach of the tundameuntal princi-
ples ot parliameniary government, and the
well established rules regul:ting the public
gervice of the counlry. ‘The honorable gen-
tleman had adniitted the arrangement was
only a temporary one contrary to the law,
and the Goveinment, he hoped. would be
able to justify it. He hoped they would
al:0 be 1n a position to ask for tenders and
put that contract on a legsl basis. The
principle involved was & serious one, and,
unfortunately, in this case there was a feel-
ing 1 the Island of Cape Breton that this
was & corrupt political job.

Hou. Mr. SCUTL said his honorable
friend could bardly charge the Govern-
ment with coruption 1 1his matter,
as it was not ooly a saving to the
country, but & better servicr was secured.
It one man could do 1t for $300, it might be

42

[SENATE. ]

Rails.

prssitle to discover another that could doit
tor §850. The experiment, he fancied, was
one very oOften iried 1n the Postoffice De-
partment. He assumed the, former coniracts
were given out by tender. He might, or
m'ght not, be correct in saying so; hut at
ali everts there was patent evidence that
under the present arrangement they were
gaiting three times 8s large a service forone
hundred dollars Jess money.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said, that even admit-
ting what his honorable friend had said to
be true, he did not think 1t was any justifi -
cation for departing from the mode pre-
scribed by law. He would not unilertake to
say for what reason the present mail carrier
unde:took to do the service cheap r than
the others, but it was knowa that the fa-
vored party was & political triend of the
representative of that district, who was a
supporter of the Government. In that part
of the country it was looked upon as a plece
of political lavoritism at the expense of an
opponent.

The motion carried.

THE STEEL RAILS.

Hon. Mr. READ moved that an humble
address be presented to His Excetllency the
Governor-General, praymng that His Ex-
cellency will cause to be lauid belore this
House a statement showing the use which
has been made, Jduring the year 1816, of any
portion of the steel rails pnichased by the
Government 1n the years 1874 and 1875, He
8aid it was within the recolleciion of this-
House snd the country at large that a cer-
1ain quantity of steel ruils were puichased
by the Government in the years 1874.75,
aud the pubtlic mind was at the time con-
siderably agitated as to the necessity of
that purchase, and now, more particularly as
to what had become of them* [t appeared
to him that the contract system had been
entirely done away with,

‘Che motion carited,

RUDSON BAY OOMPANY'S LANDS.

Hon. Mr, AIKINS myved that an humble
address be presented to His Excellency the
(Governnr-General, praying that His Exzcel-
Jancy will cause to be laid before this
House, a copy of all c(orrespondence that
hns taken piace beiween fhe Guvernment
and the Hudson Bay Company in reference
tothe purchase of the lands of the Company
by the Government in Mainitoba, District of
Keewatin and the North West Territory.
At the last anpu .l meeting of the Hudson
Bay Compuny, held in London, reterence
was made to correspondence which had
taken place between the represent-tives of
the Company and the Dowinion Govera-
ment with_respeot to the purchase of the
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Company’s 1ands in the Northwest. Where
the negotiations commenced he Wwas not
aware, snd it w.s 1mportant t.at this House
and the country should know all about the
matter,

Hou. Mr. SCOTT said there bad been
some such correspondence, but as it had not
been final it was not in the inierest of the
Public, nor was1t 1n proper shape, to have it
brought dowa yet

Hon. Mr. AIKINS asked if the sanction
ot Parliament was to be asked before the
purchase was concluded. .

Hon. Mr. 8COT '—My own impression is
that on so large and important & question
as that Parliament will be consulted,

Hon. Mr. AIKINS asked it the [ouse
was to understand that the opinion of

arliament would be asked belore the
negotiations were closed. It was important
to know, because in the past the Govern-
ment had concluded purchares involving
large sums of money before obtaining the
Consent of Parliament, which, if Parliament
bad ‘been counsulted upon, they would cer-
tainly bave been adverse to—the steel rails
for instance. In a matter of this kind
Where the purchase of an immense territory
was involved Parliament sbould have &
Pledge from 1he Government that before the
Country was committed to the bargiin they
should have the assent of the Leg:slature.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said he hid given hie
Obinion that Parliament would be con.
8ulted ; that was the proper course, and he
bad no doubt the Governmeut wouli do so.

@ assumed that the honorable gentleman
Would be perfectly safe in taking the state-
ent he had made.

The motion was withdrawn.

DELAYED RETURNS,

Hon. Mr. AIKINS called the attention of
the I1ouse to the Iact that several returns
Or which he had asked early list session,
had po, yet been laid bi-fore the House. He
hud, for 1nstance, asked for a re:urn respect-
108 the printing coutract with Mr. Anglin
&nd at the t1me tue honorable Secretary of
?"""6 had stated the work had been given
bO thit gentleman through inadvertence,
Ut 1t would not be done ag:in. He found
Y the public accounts for the past year,

Owever, t1hat it had been done again.

Hon, M-, SCOLY promised to bave the

Papers brought down at once.

MINISTERIAL, OHANGES,
naii0: Mr. CAMPBELL asked for expla-
%0 l0ns respaciing the chanves 1 the per-

"nel of the Cabinet since the last session
ce arliament. The exp'anations that had
chap L17¢D elsewhere had not touched the

"0ge 1n the personnel of the Government,
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as represented in this House. The seat for-
merly occupied here by the honorable gen.
tleman who was now Lieutenant Governor
of Quebec, had been filled by the appomnt-
ment of a Senator not now in his place,
Explanations were also due to the House as
to the reason of the absence of that honor
able gentleman from his seat. No matter
how high an opinion the House might
have ot

the knowledge and atality
ot the honorable gentleman who re.
presented the Government in this

branch of the legslature the assiztance of
his colleague was necessary. The Govern-
meont were not too strongly represented in
this House, and he thought they were en-
titled to the services of toth of the repre.
sentatives of the Admimistration. It was
sald that the honorable gentleman who had
recently been appoirted to the porttolio of
Agiiculture, and whose duty was first to his
depariment, and secondly to this House,
bad absented himself for the purpose of
assisting at the electinn that was being con-
tested for » member of the other branch ot
the legislature. 1f that was true, he could
only express his sarprise and regret, and
that surprise and regret would no doubt be
participated in by every member of this
House—even by those who voted with the
Government. The absence of a member of
the Government during the seseion ot Pariia-
meut, from his piace 1n Parliament, and
from his duties to the country in tha ~dis-
charge ot the funcilons of the office which
he held, was a slight to Parhiament, a derelic-
tion of duty whivi should be brought be-
fore the notice of the country, and which
no member of this House would approve of,
It was, however, only in keepiog with the
conduct of the Government i1n numeroug
transactions, practicing coatrary to that
which they had been proclaiming, 1nsisting

-and preacbing during the whole of the

time they bad been 1a Oppositlon, e re-
membhered thit when a member ot the late
Governmert, not during session of Parlia.
ment, not n dereliction « f his duty to Par-
liament, but in vacation, assisted at
an election of a member of the
other branch of vhe Legislature, though not
& member of this House he wsg culled to
account tor 1t and it was described as anin-
decent act. He would make use ot no ad-
Jjectives, but he would 81y the policy which
the Government now pursued was a persis-
tent reversal of everything they had
preached and clamored for when in Opposi-
uon,

ton. Mr. DICREY said having called
avtention t0 this matter during the debate
on the address, he desired 10 reter to it
again, lest it should be supposed that his
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honorable friend stood alone 1n the un-
pleasant feeling to which he had just
given expression. The matter was
very plain. A Minister of the Crown
scarcely warm in his seat in this House, h1d
l-ft 1t for the purpose of as:1sting in the
election of a successor 1n another branch of
Parliament. It was a case that warianted
enquiry from the only Minister that was left
to1epresent the Crown in this body. It was
not a mere pariy question, but one which
coucerned the dignity and independence of
Parliament, and on which there should be
but cne opinton. 1t was due to their selt-
respect Lo know whether it was a proper
tiung for a Minister of the Ciown 10 leave
his place during the sitting of Parliament
and 1ake part in the election of a memter
toserve in the other House. They might
be told it was a matler that
concerned only the independence of the
other House; therefore, they owed it to
the mseives to be the first tc take notice of
t,and not leave the Ministry of the d.y in
ignorance of the sentiments that the House
entertained on the rubject. The honorable
gentleman had thought proper to leave the
- House even before the addr¢ss in reply to
the Speech from the Throne was passed. 1t
was beyond ail piecedent, and 10 the last
moment he (Mr. Dickey) had been in hopes
that the honorable genileman would be in
his place when the Address wis passed, and
be » medium for conveying the congratnla-
tions of this House to tLe raresentative of
Her Majesy.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—This is a proper time
to make the explanations to Parlia.
ment, 10 refereace to the changes which
have taken place 1n the personnel of
the Administration since the lzst session.
1t seems a proper and fitting tribute to the
Hon. Mr. Letellier’s services 1o the country,
that he should have been oftered the posi-
tion o! Lieutenant Governor in his native
Province, The vacancy created by his with-
drawal fiom the Cabinet, was offered to M.
Pelletier. For reasons which 1 do not think
proper to discu:s, Mr. Pelletier thought
proper to deciine the ofter.  ‘I'he offer of a
seat and portfolio was then made to Mr,
Joly. That honorabie gentlem:n from per-
sonal reasons—not on account of any difter.
ence 1 politics from this Govern-
ment, but for reasons personal to
himself—declined to become & mem-
ber of the Administration. Negotiations
were ag+in opened with yMr. Pellelier, and
he conciuded to accept the seat in the
Senate vacated by Hon. Mr. Leteliier, and
the portfolio of Minister of Agriculture. I
contess, I do regret on the present occasion
Mr. Pelletier’s absence from the House. He
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had, as honorable gentlemen ure aware, ac-
cepted this position but & very few days
betore Parliament nssembled, and 1t seem-
ed only natural that he shoull make his
adieux to his own constituents. 1 regret
that he 18 now absent, but I hope that he
will be 1n h13 place to-morrow or the day fol.
lowmmg., Withregard to other changes, Mr.
Geofirion being 1n ill-health resigned his
position, and Mr. Laflamme was called to
take his place. Mr. Laird, having obtsined
a very thorough xnowledge of the North-
west, was offered the Lieut.-Governorship of
that new teriitory,«and Mr. Mills entered
the Government as hie successor.

Hon, Mr. WILMOT exid he thought 1t was
pretty well known what was his opinion
with regard to su-taining the dignity of the
position of the Senate in this Dominion.
He saw under the previous Administration
that there was a gradual removal of mem-
bers of the Government from this House to
the popular branch of the Legislature. As
one who assisted 1n the formation of the
const1itution of this country, he looked upon
the Senate as the guardian ot the rights
of the smaller Provinces. He regretted
that the representation of the Cabinet bad
been reduced to two members 1m this
House, »nd one of thore members
of the Government w:8 absent, as public
rumor had it, 1n connection with an election,
coutrary to the dignity ot this House. He
thought there were bhonorable gentlemen
on the floor of this ~enate who were as com-
petent to he members of the Administration
as there were in the other branch ot the
Legislature, and he regretted to see, not
only in this House but 1n the public press—
and he had to ch.rge his honorable friend,
the leader of the Opposition 1n that respect
also—that they were following a course by
which the Senate were merely becoming
the endorsers of the aciion of the other
House. He admitted that the Commons
should control the aftairs of the country,
but the Senate had a right to maint-n
their digoity  and express their
opinions on all subjects of Legislation. It
was to be regretted that an bonorable mem-
ber of the Government and of this House
should have descended to take part in an
election for the other House. Since he bhad
become a member of this House he had
never voted at an election for a member
ot the House of Commons, and he had
always considered it an improper
thing for a member of the Senate to
wnterfere 1n an election for the other
House,

Hon, Mr. AIKINS—Do I understand the
honorable Secretary ot Siate to say that the
second time the portfolio was oftered to Mr,
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Pelletier it was accompanied with a seat
In the Senate ?

Tlon. Mr. SCOTT—Yes.

The House adjourned at 4 p.m.

Fripay, Feb. 16th.

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 p.m.
After routine,
PRIVATE BILLS.

Hon. Mr. SCOTI' moved that the time fof
the reception of petitions for private bills
be extended to February 27th, He said the
hew rules are now in force. i would have
been too expensive to advertise them in all
the papers in the Dominion, but the best
publication that could possitly be made was
given, Parties sending notices for publica-
tion in the Gazelle were nformed of the
existence of the new rules, and copies were
forwarded to them.

The motion was carried.

The House adjourned at 3.20 p.m.

Moxpay, Feb. 19th.

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
Q’clock.

Atfter routine,
TREATIES RELATING TO CANADA.

Hon. Mr. BUREA U moved that an buratle
3ddress be presented to His kxcellency the
overnor-General, praying that His Kxcel-
ency will be pleased to cause to belaid be-
Ore this House, & copy of every clause or
afticie}l‘ela(ing to Canala coniained in any
treaiy or convention or other international
8greement now in torce hetween Her Ma
8sty's Government and any foreign power,
8nd noy published with thelStatutes of
Canada, He said it was important for us to
00w the dift-rent conveailons and treaties
8t related to(Canada, inasmuch #8 they
1ght uftect tariffs which the Government
this country might frame. Not only In
to 2uda, but elsewhere an impression seems
0 Prevail that we have no right to 1mpoze
ereniial duties. This error arises from
St Convention of 1815 betwcen the Unitea
Uates and Great Britan, by which no dif-
Srential duties are (0 be established, Lut
1233 and 1he West Indies were excepted.
wa:t teaty wasonly for four years, and it
th then extended for ten years more. Stnce
in 3L lime he could find 1o such Convention
rf“““}lce between the United States and
w:"" Britain, from which be concluded that
fer Possessed the power of imposing dif-
®0iial duties if ws think 1t necessary.
18 18 important, because Canada is placed
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& difficult position 1n regulating her
tarift. Ounder the Washinton Treaty for ten
years, and for two years afier its expiration,
we h.ve no right to 1mpose duues on ex-
ports to the United Siat2s. ln the ' lm-
pei1nl House of Commons last year, the
Government were asked if any demand had
been made on the United Siates
with reference to the surplus mouey,
some $10,000,000, remaming aft.r ad-
justing  the  Alsbama claims. The
New Ycrk 1ribune of Jan, 8th published,
an Interview with President Grant in which
he expressed the opinion that Congrees
ought to extend the class of cases for which
damages were claimed in order that no part
of the award should go back to England, be-
cause he considered the entire amount was
less than the value of the sbips destroyed.
tle also expressed the opinion that any
surplus remaining should be used torestore
the mercantiie marine of the United States
to the condition 10 which it was before the
depredations ot the rebel cruisers. Another
report published the 3rd of January ex-
pressed similar views. It is probahle,
tnerefore, that o new bill will be passed by
which another class of claims will be ad-
mitted and the balance tien remaning will
g0 10 improve their mercantile maripe. In
Englind, judging by the answer of the
Governmeut, they enteriain very little hope
of ever having one cent ot the money
refunded. la the part of that Treaty
nflecting Canaday we have been us happy
as in the Ashburton Treaty. Under articles
22 and 23 of the Washington T'reaty, Com-
missioners are to be appointed to setile the
amount we are to veceive tor our ficharies
and for other purposes, 'Those articles
provide for three Commissioners, and the
question arises whether they have the same
powers as the Comuissioners appointed
under Clauses | and 13 for the adjistment
of the Alatama claims. Contrary to
international law and to what would hive
been honest and fair, the Cowmmissioners 1o
our case must be unanimous. In the tirst part
of the treaty it 18 set forth in & clear manuner
+hat-the decision of a majority ot (1he arti-
tr.tors 1s tival, but 1t the United Siates
Commissioner in our cafe should dissent
irom the opinion of the other two aroitra.
tore, no award can be given, In that treaty
theie was a neglect of duty eomewhere;
yet he did not rvegret the Wuishingion
[reaty, because he preferred peace before
anything. He contented himself with stat~
ing those facts, because he was ot opinions
we must decide for ourselves what will be
the result of that treaty. He would now
refer to the complainis which were made
that some ot our inteiests vere neglected,
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He was a Free Truder as far as possible, but
there was no rule without an exception.
He thought there were some indutsri-s
which ought to receive consideration, In
the po-ition we occupy on this continent 1t
would te only just th.t some protection
should be piven to some of our industries.
A comparisoun of our tariff with that of our
neighbors shows that on thirty-six articles
on which we impose a duty of only 15 per
cent. our neighbors levy 35 per cent., which
18 practically a probibitory tariff. Ot those
36 atticles nine are admitted tiee into this
country, Something should be done—he
would not indicate what, but some legislation
was r.quisite umler the circumstances.
Reference had teen made to the Royxl In-
siructions to ¢<he Governor-General snd one
honoratle gentleman had contended that
we shoull |.08sess all the powers necess:ry
to legisiate 1n the 1nterests of C.nuds.
In the repoit of the Minister of Justice it ap-
peared that be had insisted thatsub-sections
one, three, four,six and pact of seven and
eight of the ninth cliuse of the Royal in-
stiuctions should not appear in the future,
1t appeared to inm (Mr. Bureau) that n all
the classes ol cases mentioned in thesuh-
sections of clause nine reterred to, it would
be more conformatle to the spirit of our
constitution that the legisiation should by
comple‘ed on the ndvice aud responsibilite
of Her M .jesty’s Privy Council 1 Canada
and that the reserve p wer of disallowance
was suflici-nt to protect Imperilinterests.
This applied with even added strength to
the clause mentioned, Uar provinces,
especially Quebec, had struggled for re:-
ponsinle Government for & great many years.
Those who led the people in that struggle
had been persecuted. Premiums bad been
oftered for their hends, as in the case ot Sir
George Cartier and otheis. ‘Those men—
Papineau and others—were now looked
upon with gratitude tor having secured re-
spopsitle government. Atter the unin,
about 1843, there was some misunderstand-
ing betw-en the Governor and Ins advisers,
and they were obliged at that time to adopt
some res: luiions 1o the House. But now it
appeared the present Government had
taken the lead, aud their advice was w 1I
received. Mr Herhert,in a letter to Mr
Blake, acknowledges the receipt ol his le:ter
laying before Lord Carnsrvon & memoran-
dum of his pres-nt views on the subject of
the Royal Comnnssion, and instructions to
the Governor General 'of Canada. Mr. Her-
berv adds:—

¢ Lord Carnarvon 18 much obliged to you
for tlns expression of your opinions, to
which His Lor.sbip hus already given much
consideratlon, and the suggestions contained
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in it appear to him to be of much impor-
tance, not only with reference to the Do-
minion, but a3 applicable also to the circum-
stances of sum= other colonies.

1t permitied by vhe siate of public busi-
ness, which at this jeriod of the year 18 es-
pecmlly heavy in this department, Lord
Carnarvon will be glad to constder with you
betore you leive Eugiand, the principal de.
taile of the new draits wnich llis Lordship
would propose to adopt after further exam-
ining your ruggested alterations ; but in the
event of his being unable to do sn, you may
understand that Lord Carnarvon hopes to be
in a positlon, at no distant date, to mnform
Lord Dufterin that he will advise an amend-
ment of the commission aud instructions, in
general accordance with your representa-
tions.”’

There was also some remark to the effect
that those representations might apply to
other colonies. What was wanted in Cana-
da was as much freedom asthey have 1a
England. [t wasonly with true responsi-
ble government that the country could
prosper. The enjoyment of such freedom
and liberties would 1nduce emigrants to
come to Canada, where they woyld be pro-
tected. We know and appreciate the value
ot British citizen-hip, because England puts
forth «1l her power to protect ons of her
snhjects, whatever may be his position.
The French Canadians admiied this and be.
lleved they were hetter uader British rule
than under the French Governwent, which
uafortunately changed 8o often. They
looked upon the British consuitution as
being a model, under which we enjoy all
the rights and privileg-s th.t could ve ob.
tuaned in any free country. In his opinion
the people of Canada ought to ba satistied
wi-h the position taken by the Minster of
Justice in trying 10 affirm our rights and
privileges befire the lLuperial Goveramaut,

Hou. Mr. SCOT 'satd be had no objection
to themotion, but desired 1o have what
was specially require:dd pointed out. There
were many treatles and agreements made
ty Great Britain with foreign ygovernments
which were not of particular interest to
Canada, The rule was to print in the
Canadg Gazetle, from time to im+-, such as
specially atfected us, and to compile those
that were of such general 1nterest »s to war-
rant therr introduction 1.to a volume, with
thestatutes. Lastyear the list must have
teen pretty general when 1t embraced one
with the Bey of Tunis and an extradiiion
trealy between Great Britain and the Re-
public of Hayti. To print every treaty in
Jthe statutes would mske the volume 100
‘cumbrous to be convenient, and it was there-
fore necessary 10 cull them.
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Hon. Mr. BUREAU.—It is only those re-
lating to Canada that 1 want.

Hon. Mr. 5CU1T said he kad mentioned
the treaties with Hayti and Tunis to show
how very geperal those tre:ties were in
which Canada was 10cidentslly more or less
mnterested rs part of the Briuish Empire. Tt
might not be convenient to publish the
whole of them.

Hon. Mr, MILLER ssaid he had been
unable to disunguish very clearly
from the motion on the paper

or the remarks ot the mover the nature ot
the desired information. The hon. geuntle-
man had taken occasion to travel round the
whole ciicle, and indulge in a general re.
view of the state of the country. That was
not a fair way (o discuss pubiic questions,
and he fe!t it necessary to reply to some of
the observations ot the homorible gentle-
man. He did not believe the sentiment ot
the country would justify the comparison
between the Washington ‘lreaty and the
Ashburton Treaty. In Nova Scotia, atall
events, the former was looked upon as a
statesmanlike measure, s0 much s0 that
some of the sizongest supporters of
the Ministry—then the Opposition—
voted and spoke in favor of it
in the House of Commons. In that
Province the Washington Treaiy bad proved
advantageous to the people, and he did not
think there was any re:l ground ol com-
Plaiat ngainst it in Ontario, unless it W8
the giving of the navigation of the River St.
Lawrence to the Americans, That, how-
€ver nmounted to nothing, for the naviga-
tion of the river, where given to the Ameri-
Cins by the treaty, was broken by rapds,
2ud the use of the canals, which would nlone
be valuable, was” not thrown: open 1o our
Deighbors, But supposing the river was
bavigable from the lakes to the ocean, 1t
Would be merely a cession to them in time
of |.eace for the purpuses of commerce. In
time of war it would be held by the strong.
est. But was it not an advantage to On-
tario, instead of & disadvaniage, to attract

Dot ‘only the American trade, but the
trade

of the world through the
Cinals of the St. Lawrence, 1if that
Were possitle? Would it be safe to

PWisue such a course as would drive away
'4de and commerce 8o necessary to the
Prosperity of the country.
Hon, Mr. BUREAU~1 have not said &
word on that subject,.
on...ir, MILLER wished to know in
Wha tespect the Washington Treaty was
®serving of the denunciations of the honor-
2016 gentlenmnn as woree than the Ashhurton
arg™'Y Thecomparison was not a fair one,
od would not be endorsed by the House or

to Canada. 47
the country. As tothe question of damages
due to Canada under the treaty, great delay
had unnecessarily arisen in the settlement
of the matter, The legal construction ot
the clause referred 10 was & matter for argu.
ment., High an opinion as he entert:in-
ed lor the legal acumen ol the hon-
orable gentleman, it did not follow
that he thought his construction of the
clause was the right one. Many good law-
yers held a different opinion. If justice
should not ultimtely be done to this ¢ un-
try 1o regard to these damages the honor-
able genilemen opposite,would be more to
b ame than any one. Shortly after the ad.
ven: ofthe present Government to power,
the Premier, in a speech (0 his constituents,
belittled the value of our claims for dam-
ages. He depreci.ted our claim under the
treaty, and thereby lessened the chances of
our obtaning adequate damages. When
Mr. Brown was sent to Washington to nego
uate a reciprocity treaty he looked upon
our claim as a mere bagatelle. The
blame would, therefore rest with
the Gavernment and vheir nuthorized agent,
if justice should not he done 10 Canada,
ultim itely, 1n this matter. The honorable
gentleman (Mr. Bureau) had entered 1nto &
very long argument with respect to our
right to 1mpose differential Jduues, and
epuken 1n terms of praise of the action taken
by the Minister of Justice during his visit
to England last year, in connection with
the alteration ot the Royal instructions.
1t would be remembered there w+s wonder-
ful mystery and importance attached to
that visit, and on his return from Engiand
bhis doings ti1here were alluded 10
by one of the ablest organs of
the Ministry as one of the greatest
magnitide and imporiance to the people of
Canada. Atter tae laboring of the moun-
tain a very ridiculous mouse was pioduced,
in the shape of ths report,as tue result of
the honorable gentleman’s visit to England,
‘Vhe subject of obtaining tor Canada the
right to 1mpose ditferentisl duties did not
trouble him much, Why was notsomerhing
more done to alter that tmportant instruce
tion which prevents this Parlinment imjo0s-
ing ditferenti.l duties. He tully agreed
with tne position t«ken by Sir Alexsnder
Galt on that question, and resd to this
House by the honorable gentleman from
Fredericton, that 1t was the undounted right
of this country, under the free Constitution
we possessed, to pass such acts.

Hon. Mr. PENNY said it appeared to
him that the coniention of the Minister of
Justice 1n Downing street applisd to all the
mstruciions which directed the Guvernor
General to refuse his assent to bills, The
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cases in which, by the instructious, he was
dirccted to refuse his consent, were set
forth in a genersl cliuse, with certain clas-es
of specified cases. ‘Mr Blake usked to have
this 1nstruction abolished in »li these cases,
and then he said :—¢This view seems to me
to «pply with even added sirength to cert+in
of the clusses, iz, 1, 3,4 and 6, and that
part of 7 not 1eferring to the prerogative.”
Now, 4 was precisely the one the honorable
gentlemen re'erred to. It said tuat assent
must be given to “no bil! establishing dift-r-
ential duties.” The only one of the classes
excepted in Mr. Blake's general demand
was clause 8. 'The Hon. gentleman might
think the Treaty of Washington very excel-
lent, He (Mr. Penny) was not one of those
who ran 1t down, but there were gentlemen
n the Ministry, colleagues of Sir Jobn, who
thought 1t 80 biad that they prolessed to find
it necessary t) apply for mouney from Eng
land to make 1t acceptable. As to the free
navigation of the St. Lawrence he thought
it was an advaniage to Canada. but he did
not see why we should grant it forever and
only get the navigation ot Lake Mickigan
for ten years. 'Theie was no reascn, either
why we should not have got the free
navigation of the .Columbia River, and
he need hardiy remind the Hou.e we
had lost the chinnel we contenied for in
the Straits of St. Jusn as a result of the
Treaty. With regaid to whose fault it might
be that the arbitration respeciing the
Fisheries was not going on, he thought it
was 1dle to discuss it at present, The
Americans would not appoint an arbitrator,
and they stopped the way; but it might
have been arranged in denhing withsosharpa
people as our neighbors, to have this ma:ter
settled simultineously with the Alatama
matters, 80 that the final settiement might
bave heen had by handing over whatever
balance might remain on the settlement be-
tween the two countries. With regard to
the award of the Commissioners in the
Fisheries he would not set up his opinion as
to whether they must be unanimous to
make their awnrd valid, but in the arbitra-
tion between Ontario and Quebee, Judge
Dav, who acted for Quebec. claimed the
right to upset the award of the mujority,
becauvge 1t was not unanimous.

fion. Mr. MILLER—The award was final,
nevertheless. ‘'Lhe case i8 exactly against

ou,

y Hon. Mr. PENNY said he only mention-
ed this to show that such a point was raised,
and by alawyer of very good authority, Oae
thing was 1uuguctant, however, In this
connection. It was th.t in this same treaty
it was stated distinctly, that the majority
should prevail in the one case, of the Ala-
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bama claims, while m the other, that
respecting  the  fisheries, no  such
statement was made, 1t was certainly a
rulen law that, when such a distinction wag
made 1n the same document, it was because
different action was intended. It was, there-
tore, probable that 1t would be contended
that the decision of the arbitrators on the
fishery claims must be unanimous to make
an award, He agreed in the opinion that
such round about discussions 8s the pre-
sent should be avoided, but the example
was set by the honorable genileman oppo-
site, and 1t seemed to be the custom of the
country.

Hon. Mr. BURE\U said, perhapsif he
had spoken in French he would have ex.
pressed bis virws more clearly. He con-
ten led th+t he had not touched on sutjocts
which had no relition to his motion, since it
involved all our rights and privileges, He
was very gld to have the honorabie gentle-
man’s opinion about the clauses Le had
cited. ]f the award of a majority of the
commissioners would he obligatory, so mach
the better; but whenever an opportuny
was off-red, our neizhbors always man+ged
to have the Jas!. word.

Hon., Mr. WILMOT said he thoroughly
believed both the late Government and the
preseat Administration had been pressing
on the Imperial Government the necessity of
bringing this question to a point., Two of the
Commission, he believed had teen named,
but the United Siates would not appoint the
third, Another matter was the navigation
of the canals. He had read a memoran-
dum from the Mimister of Customs to the
Government pressing on the United States
1o carry out that portion of the treaty, and
to procure for our people the reciprocal use
of their ¢inals Their vgssels have the vse
ot ours, but 1t seems impossible to yet the
navigation of their canals under the terms
of the treaty. With regard to difterential
auties, he knew since Confederation we had
legisixted 1n that direction, as he had pre-
viously said, and had also issued notes that
were legal tender, although the Koyal In-
structions directed the Governor-General
not to assent to the bills without
a suspending clause. The sooner such
anomailes were swept away the better.
We had a perfect right, constitutionally, to
tax cur own people, ralse our own money
and expend it among ourselves without be-
ing interfered with by the royal instructiouns.
This matier might have been brought up
a more tangible shape, but even (his
desultory discussion would do good. He
hai not seen 1he report of the Minister of
Justice on tle subject of changesin the
Royal Instructions until now, and was not in



Treaties Relating

a position to express an opinion on that re-
port. In referring to the subject in the
deb te on the address, he expressed the
hop that the Minister of Justice had called
the attention of Lord Carnarvon to these
impo rtant mitters. He thought his honor-
able friend (Mr. Bureau) had done good ser-
vice in bringing the subject beforc tue
House.

Hon, Mr. SCOTT s4id the honorable gen.
tleman from Arichat had chosen an unfor.
tunate line of aryument to take a fling at
the Admiunisiration. If anybody was res.
ponsible for the weakness of the Washington
Treaty 1t was the former Government  ‘Fhe
honorable gentleman had stated that Par-
liament had given away nothing under that
treaty but the navigation of the St. Law-.
rence, but if the honorahle Senator would
read the tre.ty again with more care he
would find they had also given up the navi-
gauon of the Wellaund and St. Lawrence
canalis. :

Hon. Mr. MACPHEKSUN—DNot given up
by the treaty, but with the assent of Canada
only,

Hon, Mr. MILLER—Nobody, of course,
reads treaties with care but the hounorable
g&-ntieman (?) -

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said the honorable gen.
tleman knew very well that Canada gave

er assent, but the American vessels were
navigﬁt,ing our canals the moment the
treaty was pertected, and the Dominion en-
tered into an agreement to expend eight or
ten mllions of dollars in eslarging the St.
awrence and Welland Canals, v was not
done simply for the benelit of the Amerl-
Cans, but lor the benetit of the trade of
tuis country, and he was not finding fault
With it. The honorable gentlemun had
Charged the present (overnment with being
Tesponsile for the nou-setilement of the
Isheries question. The treaty was made at

«shington, 1 1871, and the Paarlia-
Went of Canads, under the auspices
ot the late Adnnnistration gave

®  the  American  fishermen  the
Tight to come 1nand fish in cur waters
Without seeking, in the tirst place, to enforce

® condi ions of the treaty, even befoie
SOmmigsioners were pamed, thus piacing 1t
N SYyond thie power ot this Government to en-
Orce the ome important cliuse of that
Foaty 1n which we were interested. A law
W48 passed, under which American fishermen
Nere allswed equ il rights with Canadian and
T;msh fishermen 1 our inshore tisheries,
18'?:: law came into torce the first of Juiy,

be, Previous to the chanye ot Government.
paren Canada parted with that right, she

Qlled With the only lever she had to com.
Peline ;Jmted States to give usa recipro-
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city trealy, and the American Government
failed to fulfil their part of the agreemeat.
When the present Adwinistratrn
came into power they tound
no progress had been made to settle ihe
question; the Commission had not been
named, the time had gone by for the com-
pletion of the tribunal as first proposed, nnd
this Government, thinking that it might be
uset as an element 11 the bringing about of
a reciprocity tieaty with the United States,
depated the Hon. George Brown to go to
Washingion, ‘T'hers the malter was dis.
cussed in connection with the proposed com-
mercial treaty, ‘Ihat npegouation fell
through, and immediate'y aft-r this the Im-
perial Government named, at ths 1pstance
of this Government, Sir A. 1. Galt as Com-
missioner. Since then every effort h.d
been made to induce the United Siastes
to complete the tribunal by namiug
their commissioner. Tine third commis-

- sioner was to be natmed by the Austriin

Emperor through his Munster at London.
Practically this” Government could do no
more than remonstrate with the lmpeiial
Government, and the Imperial Government
had remonstrited, but the United Staies
were very tlow to act in such matters,
Whether the national honor of tha United
States had been tarpished by talling to
carry out their treaty ohligations was a mat.
ter for the rest of the wo:ld to decide.
Every possible obstac!e had been thrown by
that country in the w.y ot a setilrment,
and the Washington ‘freaty, as far as
Canada was concerned, was not turrounded
with such guards or such piotection as
would ensure this Dommion obtatuing any-
thing suostantial under 1t. He was sorry
that the hororable genileman had made
such untavorable commeuts on the hoaor.
able Minister of Justice, as he considered
his position and reputation 1n this couniry
were tuo high to Le open to any such re.
marks.

Honorable gentlemen—01 01 U!

Hoo. Mr, SCOI'l' said he c¢onsiaered the
papers belore the Hcuse ought to eatisfy
everybody that the questions wihich the
Minister of Justice had underiaken to dis-
cuss with the Colonial oflice had been die-
cussed 1n « manner that could pot be ex-
celled. He did not think tuat the question
of ditterential duties was one that the hoo-
orable Minister of Justice had been charged
with at all in his mission. It was, of course,
one of th:-8e subjects that was not commit.
ted to him nor did he believe that it Wis &
proper thing that this country shou'd seek
1o introduce ditterennial duties against Great
Britain, !

Hon. Mr, MILLER~No one but yourgelf
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h:s been saying anything so absurd as
that.

Hon. Mr. S8COTT said that as far as differ-

ential dutles in favor of England were con-
cerned, there could be no possible ot.jection,
but he had drawn the inference, from what
his honorable ti1end had said, that Canada
should ve entitled to pass a law for the 1m-
position of diffcrential duties as against
England.
" Hon. Mr. WILMOT said the honorable
Sentleman must hive misunderstood him 1f
he thought he was 1n favor of differentisl
dutles against Great Bittain. What he wishi-
ed to be understood as advocating was that
when the United States were: mposing
heavy duties on everything that passed from
Canada into that country, mn order to
meet them, 1t was wrong tbat we should
have to impose the same duties on Briuich
and Colonial goods as on goods coming from
the United States 1nto Canada. 1t wasto
bring about a remedy to this, so that we
could impose diflerential duties aganst the
United States tavorable to the Mother
Country and sister Colonies, that he had
called atiention to the sub-section in rela-
tion to diffcrential duties in the Instruc-
tions.
.- Hon, Mr. MIILLER said he thought it was
unfortunate that the honorable Secretary ot
State had, on rising to address the House,
indulged in such uncalled for obmservations
&s he had mude, nd lecture honorable gent e-
men On Riving expression to their opinions.
The Secreiary of State should be the last
man in the Senate to question any mem-
ber's accuracy. Daring the ten years he
(Mc. M.) had been a mewber of this [ouse,
bhe bad always been careful of hisstate-
ments, and seldom had had them contra-
dicted, and he did not think the Hon.
Secretary ot State could say the same of
himselt, He had said that ditterential
duties Wwas not specifically dealt with, al-
though there might be a passing reference
to i% 1n the correspondence,

Hoo. Mr PENNY~1In the first instance,
the honorable gentieman had stated hé read
the coitfespondence cuisonly, and he did
not notice it, aud I said,ss I read it, the
question of ditterential duties was ircluded
1n 1he ninth clause.

Hon. Mr. MILLER snid the honorable
Secretary of State, in direct coniradiction to
the honorable gentleman, stated the Mini-
ster of Justion was charged with no pacticu-
lar 1mstructions on vhat question, showing
that the Goverument a.tached no particulsr
importance to it. Before passing from this
question he wished to make an observation
with respect to the mannerin which the
honorable Secretary of State had ailuded to
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the honorable Ministerof Justice. In an extra.
ordinary manner he had told this House the
Minister of Justice stood so high 1n the
country that anything he said or did was
not to be questioned. Did any one ever
hear such languige before 1n this House,
and that regarding a Minister of a Reform
Cabinet? lvwould not do to talk about re-
sponsible Government after that assertion.
It that w8 not high loryism 1n 1ts very
worst aspect, he did not know what respou.
sible Government was. Didanybodyever he-r
of such a doctrine, that because a Minister
of the Crown says 80 and 80 it was not (o
be disputed. He would tell the honorable
gentleman no matter how high the paesition
of the Mnister of Justice, or how great his
abilities, which no one would admit more
readily than he did, 1t was a preposterous
position to take in this House to say that
the Muister ot Justice should not be con

tradicted. He hoped the honorable Secre-
tary of Siate would mend his manner ot
reference 1n the future. He was not here
to defend the conduct of the late Govern-
ment with reference to the Washington

‘I'reaty. There were honorable gentlemen
present who were well able to do
that 1f there was anything said on

the opposite side of the House that re.
quired it ; but he was prepared to sustain
his position that the present Government
were iargely to blame tor the delay of the
arbitration and the settlement of the fisher-
ies questipn., 1t that settlement was un.
satisfactory, it would be 1n consequence of
the public utterances of the Prime Minister,
of Senator Brown's visit to Washington, snd
the statements of the Globe newspaper.
These three sources had endeavored to be.
httle the value of the award due to this
Dominion under the arbitration provided
for by the treaty, and such a policy was ot
incalculable damage t0 our interesis
by depreciating our rights Lefore
the world, thereby preventing our’
claims. from receiving that consiueration
to which they were entitled. The honor-
ab'e gentleman assumed that the Govern-
ment bad made a great mistake in giving
up the fisheries before the settlement of
the damages. Coming from Nova Scotia,
which was, perhaps, more interested in the
tisheries than the whole of the rest ot the
Dominion, their exports being somethiug
like seven or eight miilions ot dcllars an-
nualty, and living among the people who
pursued that branch of indust'y, he was in
a position to tell the honorable gentieman
that the Maritime Proviuces would have
looked upon 1t as an egregious blunder
it the course which he talked ot
had been pursued. If that policy had been
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adopted the result would have been the
American markeis would be closed against
our fish for years longer than it had been,
As it wis, we now had the American mar-
kets for our fish and fish oils, which was a
&reat boon (o the Maritime Provinces. He
;:)ould only attribute the position sssumed
iy the Hon. Secretary ot State to his entire
t%nofmﬁce on this question, a quality which
o Ohrequ_enlly distinguished him in dealing
l;i sutjects brought before this House.
wa on. Mr. HOPE said the honorable gentle-
; n who hai just spoken had accused Hon.
*. Brown wilh having belitrled the fishery
‘t]:e%mn at Wushingion, but they hai only
. ;‘e ér to that honorable gentleman's own
a&-elfh to see that he placed only a very
Be(;ne;alue on our fizheries himself, He
am] 10 think that Canada had been
meﬁ Ytl‘ep_ald for allowing American;fisher-
acoess O fish in our waters, by oovtaining
S t0 the American market. < Iostead of
- e,mwn belittleing our fisheries, he (Mr.
onpo) was informed on good authority the
mg(o::ble gemlexpan had stated at Wash-
o l(lhat the Aiabama claims were a mere
ﬁst%ere @ a8 compared with the Canadian
mex tes, and he made the American states -
To ar(:ipen theiwr eyes at the statement. With
weg : to the Wushington Treaty, what did
St ie n return for the navigation of the
fla{vi :vzrence and our canals ? We got the
no&g lon of the Stikeen River. We did
gan !:en get the navigation of Luke Michi-
and’ifoza seulement of the fishery claims,
treat ;] %Peprewngame of Canada at that
and tsl; 8a put on his hat and lett the British
soLtls let rUmt,ecl States Commissioners to
A pate jor themselves, he would have done
it Otic act, England was satisfied, but
thatta had no reason to be thankful for
of taenty. With regard to the mission
to Eo 81 Honorable Mnister of Justice
nderg and it had lLeen stated it wus
applicil:?oa he was to have made
1eremia]wn for power for Canada to levy dif-
fforent (liutleg against foreign countries.
yéars 1al duties were abolished 1n Uanada
nada at t,;x 0. When Lord Derby was mn Ca-
addressen st.t time a remonstrance had been
in f1vor of (()ihlm agamst differential duties
abolighed llfeat Britain, and they were
would lea.d mtthey were again levied 1f
NexXt thipg, w he closing of ports, and the
port s & War. Hs for one could not sup-
t uch legislation no matter wnat side ot
© House he came from,

on. M- BOIy :
o_f the address SFURD said 1f the object

tion respectin “23 to obtain informa -
Great Byiagr ga he treaties between
bearin nd  foreign countries

g on commercial relations

aftecting Canada, it was very desirable, An
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honorable gentleman, in making some ob-
servations respecting those treaties, com.
pared the Washington Treaty to the Ash.
burton Treaty. The Ashburton Treaty, how-
ever,was 1n a very, different position from the
Washington Treaty. Under the former the
United Siates took away & large portion of
our territory, not only from Quebec, but
from New Brunswick, and at the time that
treaty was made the Washington Govern -
ment had i their possession documentary
evidence cleaily showing the title of Great
Britain to the territory cl.imed. If the
Treaty of Washington had been carried out
in good faith it would have been a good one
tor Canada, but the misfortune was that
the American Government bhad only
carrien out those portions of
1t which were to their own advantage, and
and had persistently refused, and had
thrown objections in the way ot carrying
out the portions which aft-cied the inter.
ests of Canada and Great Britain. If the
United States had thrown open their canals
to us under their treaty engagements we
should tave had a large and valuable trade
on those waters, but they failed to do so.
Then, with respect to the fisheries, there is
not the least doubt it the articles respecting
the fisheries of the Dominion had been
honestly and fairly carmed ocut it would
have been to our advantage, not only in
having & free murket for our fish, but
also 1m  having & fair compensation
for the value of our inshore fisheries
over and above the 1nshore fisheries
of the Atlantic coast of the United States.
[t was most remarkable that after the
British Government had carried out in good
faith their portion of the treaty, such as the
Alabama claime, the arbitrators should
have been allowed to take into considera-
tion, in adjusting the Alabama claims, the
three new rules of international law, agreed
upon between the two Governments, which
were to have a prospective ettect, but which
the Americans insisted should be retro-
active, the result being it gave to the Com-
missioners power {0 assess very large dams
ages which & true construction Cf Interpa-
tional law, in force at the time of the
Alabama depredations, would not have al-
lowed them. Urder that treaty the
Americans obtained fifieen millions of dol-
lars award, although they could only
sinc® make out claims amounting
to & little over five millions of dollars. In
this way they had rece:ved nearly ten mil-
lions of dollars cver and above the los-es
sustained by American citizens, after full
invesugation ; but still they refused to car-
ry out 1 good faith their part ot the treaty
with respect to our tisheries and the naviga-
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tion of their canals, He considered this was
unjust 19 Canida, and 1t became the im.
perative duaty of the Goveinment of this
country and 1ts Parliament to express
their deep sence of the 1njury and humilia-
tion which has been sustsined, not only by
the Dominion, but by the British nation 1t
was one of those questions that had not
been sutliciently agitated and remonstrated
against. Even the press had not expressed
its disapprobation 1n terms such a course of
proceeding on the part of & friendly nation
deserved; and 1t became the people of
Coanada Lo express in indignant terms their
opinion of ihe want of Iaith on the part of
the Government ot the United States.

Hon Mr. 13OWLAN eard this question of
the fish-i1ies and the treaty was one that
had occupied e minds of the people of the
Maritime Provinces a great de:l. lt was
not » question that could be measured Ly a
million dollais or a million pounds as far as
expor:is wera concerned. NoO country was
great unless it was great on the sea, and no
country could be great on the sea without
sailors, It was ip this light that the fisher-
ies 0! the Guli of Si. Lawrenca and the
M1 itime Provinces were looked upon ae
th~ g eat school for ecucating 1ha sailors o!
Car.ada.  [o18 our bo.st as « Dominion that
we are the fourth. if not the third ship-own-
11y cowmunity 1n the wor.d, therefore the
greater nece-sity, for (ostering, encouraging
aod protccting that great branch of our n-
dusiry. 8n muustry wiich is stiliio1ts in-
faucy, and where there is an unlhimited field
for (apital and enteiprise. lts produmcts
are kuown on the shores of the Maditerran-
exn &3 well as in all the commercial marts of
Southern Europe and America. For the
foregoiog reasoa the United States Govern-
© meus have always laid claims to what might
at one time ve prope:ly called our fisher-
1:8. It was the training school ot their
haray se men, wbo were amongst the first
who responded to tne call of thetr country
duriog the lae frarcidal war. Irance
ovniug but the smali Island of St. Pierre de
Miquelon, near the Newloundland coast, has
from year toyear expended s large amount
of money 1n the way of bounties, in the pro-
82cu ion of 1ihe fisheries, & bounty per
quintal a most equal 10 the value of the
rawe tish 1o our market, an expendinure
which has alwsys been defined as one which
conduces to the strengthening of their
pavy. The honorable gentleman from
H.imilton had spoken of Hon. Mr. Brown
opening the eyesof the American statesmen
at W.shinglon respecting our fisher:es, but
be was 1 & posinon to state that
Hon. Mr. Brown wis not prepared
with Ggurer, and {acts to open the eyes of
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the Americans- In [fact he was totally
1gnorant on the subject, and it would be im-
possible for Mr. srown or anybody else to
be in & position to gather hrom fragmeniary
evidence coming from the Custom
Houses of the M iritime Provinces,such 1n-
formation as the American Government had
comyiled irom the complete inland revenue
returns of the MNew England States. tle
considered that Mr. Brown got Lis ejes
opened himselt insiead of opening the eyes
of the Americans. It would be 1n the recol-
lectinn of hon. gentlemen that during the
war everythingin that counirv was tuxed,
and returns ot procuce of all kinds were
mads on oath. Even the gold watch 1n a
man’s pocket was taxed two dollars
it he wete kposn to carry one.
By this wmesns a mass of statistics
had been collected that coniront-
ed Mr., Brown at Washmngton winch
the honorable gentleman was unpreparcd
to meet, although he had reason to believe
the Department was now using every eftort
to obtain information respecting our tisher-
ie8. Some remaiks had dropped trom the
liis of the Hon. Secretity of State, fiom
which he had drawn the conclusion that ne-
gotiations were now pending between the
Dominion Government and the United
Ntates, by which Canada was to offer our
fisheries damages 1n eXchange for a reci-
procity treaty.

Hon. Mr. 8 JOTT—The hororable gentle
man has misunderstood we,

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN ssid he was not in
the secret of the Government, but that was
the only 1n'erence he could draw from the
honoratle gentleman’s remarks, nod he was
not disposed to tind fault with the Govern-
ment if they were acting on thit policy, but
1t there were any pape-rs in the hands of
this Government on the question, they
should be placed on the table. Previousto
the adoption of the Washington Treaty,
Prince Edward lsland w.s an independent
colony, and at that time it was notorious
that the waters ot Nova Scotia, New Biruns-
wick and the St. Lawrence were a great
resort for American fishermen, and their
vessels were seized and sold by the Cana-
dian authorities. But Prince Edward Island
threw open their harbors to the Americin,
fisheimen, for wnich they received & pro-
nise from the American Guvernment

that duues on fish from that Poo-
vince entering the American markets
should be refunded. The ofter was
it  the Prince HKdward Island  har-

bors and fishing grounds were thrown
open for the current fisning Beason, thst
when Congress met in December « suflicient
sum would be placed in the estimates to
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cover s refund of the duties that were Lo be
pad.  On'those conditions the Island ports
were thiown open, but at the close of the
Scason the American Government failed to
keep faith, Protests were eutered by the
Llang Government,and a claim ot $48,000
Was entered, but when it was submitted to
the American Government, the Province
Was told very politely, that hecause the Do-
minion of Cunada bhid not given the
merican fishermen the same privileges,
'loce Kdward [eland wes not entitled to
this retund of duties. Hecontidered since
1flere bad been asurplus ef mcney pald by
("fgat Buitain over and above the Ala!ama
:‘“msx to the American
“l)‘”g' this  was a  proper claim
0@ coansidered helora the Fisheries Com-
g‘:sﬁfm, or in any correspondencs that
lreﬁtt take place respecting a rectprocity
oc Y. Another que-t.on which was now
'CCupying the attention of the American
OVeriment was the extra insur.nce pre-
“;l‘u'-’ﬂs that hid to be paid by American
801p-0wneis during the Amertcan war, which
M some ca-es were as high as twenty«tive
f‘:r cent. He was not one of those wi.o be
o ved \hah.n_wa* nota wise policy to throw
u{xen our fishing grounds to the A ericans
_8lthe time they were opened, Lo the first
‘I)’ A¢e 1t secuied the Awerncan markets for
ur fish, and 1t brousht to our shores large
bumbersof fishermen,who spent a great deal
of money in the Lower Province:s lor supylies,
b could not, however, be doubted that the
Amerizang hive had the use of our fi-leries
Since the treaty, snd oaght ers this to have
Com licd with the conditions of the ngree
ment, It would also be mm the recollection
Ot this honoiable Senatd that since the
formation of the Domtnion the Marine and
ishery Depsrtment h:d used greqt exer-
Loy to protect our sea and rivet fisheries,
a0d  with good rerults, and thus rather
:vrgnllmg than destroying this industry, It
ha: d :t'ilso te remembered that whilst we
theel;:) shefy‘\n i's mfancy the tistieries of
tent o lbted States have been to a greut ex-
yons t“s royed, and that for the pastfew
being ma;&ersmt.enb and mntelligert eftort s
8pawn fro e to renew them by importing
&oo T ch:) our fresh and vigorous rivers,
100 ueh il:clusmn, he had to sny that
{0 tLis 1ndy Poitance could not be aitached
Witha 'reat.suy’ 48 1 furnishes our people
Wea.lmé " :;:urce of health, as weil ag
to S‘Ile’na'll‘he e brosecunon thereof teuds
flus glben the Dowinicn and carry its
iLI threughout the worl,,
tuli::i}:,h }‘%AUL‘BAQH 8a11d, a8 a represen.
intleres i Sova Scoiia, and taking & great
Pema:kt iu her h_aheues, he could not 1t the
8 of the Secretary ot State pass with-
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out expressing his entire dissent from the
viewns of the honorable gentleman, respect.
ing the action Of the late Government. He
(Mr. Kaulbach) believed the late Adminis-
tration had act=d with promptness and
vigour, and had dore all they could to get
full inform ion to lay tefore the Commis-
slone1s, When thy present Government
¢ me into power they were wil ing and tried
to Larter away our claims and our honor,
10 the most comyplicent and shamelul man.
ner, for a reciproeity treaty, The Hon. Pre.
mier, in a speech at S.ru1s, whbich the Secre-

tary  of State  seemed tO forget,
said he could hope for nothing s.ve
“an unfavorable result” from such a

Commiss:on and s friend the Szcretary
of State ought to remember that the honor.
able gentleman from Toronto, who was sent
1o Washingion to negotiate a Reciprocity
Treaty, admitted in this Houee, where his
action in tlis matter was severely criticised,
that lbe considered our Fishery claims of
little or no 1mportance 1n comparison with
the obtaining of the otject for which hLe
went to Washin rton A Washington corres-
pondent of the New York 7ribune fully ex-
plained the cause ot the delay, nndl showed
1t was entirely owing to this Government
that our clim bad not been adjadicated
upon. Heasked theattentionof the Secretamy
ot State to 1t, 'The correspondent said :—
“The long delay in making thisappointment
has been cause: by the - sire of the Cunadian
Government tor the ratification ot a general
Reciprocity Treaiy, and not by any fe:ron the
part of the President tht the Commissiou’s
award agalost us would be a large one. All
reports that any mi-undestanding between
the Governments ot the United States and
Great Britain has arisen from thelr delay
are, therefore, without foundstion. Had
the Senate ratilied the Reciprocity Treaty
which the President submitied to 1t during
the last (longress, the Can-dinn Govern-
ment would never have carcd whether the
Fishery Commission met at ail or nou.”
This was a full answer and deulal of the us-
sertions ot the Government.

flon. Mr. SCOIT—What is (he date of
that ?

Hon. Mr. KAULBACI—ThLe liter part
of 1875. ‘I'his distinctly shows why we are
up to now witbont our fishery claims ad.
judic ted upon. By theaction and In.ction
of the Government, We have jeopardized our
Yshery claims and our prospects of obtuin-
ing a fair Reciprocity lreaiy. '

Hon. Mr. PENNY sud his (riend from
Arichat bad apologized for him asit he (Me,
P.) bad m.de a mistake; but the mistake
was on the side of bis honorable friend. He
was not aware whetber the Mmister of
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Justice was charged with the duty of dis-
cus:ing the Royal Instructions as to
differenta! duties, but there wis no douht
~he did press upon the Colonial Oifice the
importance of changing it among the rest
and especi-lly. Un page 9of his report the-
following paragraph appeared:— % [t is he
ond my province here to discuss the
prop-iety ot the clauses of the British North
Ameriea Act on the sulject of the reser-
vation and disaliowance of Bills, or to touch
on the prmciples on which the pouer cf
disallowance, while retained 1n the present
form, should he exercized. These questions
mnvolve another difficuit phase of the
problem of [mperial Government, buf one
that 18 not direcily presented for considera-
tion on this occarlon, and on which,
therefore, 1 express no opmion. ltappesrs
to me that in all the classes of cases
mentioned in the clause referred to, save
perhaps cless 8, 1t would be better snd more
conformable to the spirit uf the constitution
of Cinada, as actually frsmed, that the
legislation should he completed on the
advice and responsibility of Her M jesty’s
Privy Councit for Canada; and that, as a
protection of Imperial interests, the reserved
power of disallowance of such completed
fegislation is suflicient for all possible
purposes. . This view seems to me to apply
with even addea strength to certain of the
classes, viz.,, 1. 3, 4, 6. and that part of 7 not
referring to the prerogative.”” Now, clause
4 was the one which related to diftaventisl
duties. There could be no doubt he asked
that all restraints upon the assent of the
Governor-General 1o our legislation should
be removed.:
The motion was then carried.

BTANDING COMMITTEES,

On motion of the Hon., Mr. Scott, the
Standing Committees of the House were
then appomted.

A PERSONAL EXPLANATION,

Hon Mr.MACPHERSON--I desire to male
& personal stntement. 1 have ohserved 1p
the report of the Northern Riilway Com
mission my name mentioned in connection
with 1ne subscriptions to what is known as
the Sir Jobn M :cdon:ald testimoniil, snd 1
wish to 1mpart some information to the
House on the subject. The presentation of
a substantiil testimonial to Sie John Mac-
donald was & mauter agitated by his friends
from time to time before it w.s eainestly
proceeded with,  They considered that the
long, useful ani distinguished services he
had rendered (0 :he country entitled
him to some substantial testimonial
at the hands of hus friends. 'They were we.l
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aware that he had devoted the best part of
‘his life—nearly a quarter of a century—to
the service of the country, receiving only a
very small salary, which was altogether
inadequate 10 make provision for his tamily
ghould he be taken :rom them, but it was
not until after his severe illness in 1x7)—an
ilness ‘which we all kuow proved all but
fatal to him—that any earnest movement
was made towards obtaining a substanti:l
testimonial for bim, At that time a num-
ber of his frtends took couusel together and
decided upoun proceeding with the pro-
ject. They fely very deeply how pamtul
it would be had he been cirried away at.
that time, as thers was every prospect
ot being the case, For weeks together the
snnnouncement of his death would have
ciused less surprise than 1he announcement
that he continued to live. It was felt, I
say, that it would be a painful and distress.
ing thing 1f those dependent upon him
should be left on the world without ade-
quate provision. It was then that a com.
mittee was appointed, and 1 was asked to
act as treasurer., I consented and became,
perh:ps, the most sctive member of the
Committee, 1 state here thatl never com-
municated with Sir John Macdonald vn the
subjecr, and never toid him that such a pro-
ject was on ‘oot. 1 never communicated
with him, directly or ndirectly, until the
subscripuon was closed, when, of course,
he bad to be communicated with to ask him
to name the trustees he would hke to have
appointed to administer the fund. Iam the
only person who knew~ the names of all the
contiibutors, and I never stated to Sir John
Macidonald the name of any one of the donors
tothatfund. Sir John Macdonali was perfect-
ly ignorant ot the suuscriptions {0 the fund,
except what he m.y have seen in the news
papers. It there was anything blaniewortny
In receiving the subsciiption referred to,
Sir John Macdonald 1s entirely innocent of
t. Idon't think there was anything b am«-
wortly. I am quite prejared to assume sall
the blame. It there is wny blame, it atiaches
to the commitlee, and especially to me,
because 1 was the acting member of the
committee, but none can attich to Sir
John Macdonald, for he was entirely
ignorant ot the numes ot the contributors to
the tund. He was so at the time and 18 so
to-day, except the one that has been made
putlic through the sgency ot the Commis-
sion, As I have already said, I don’t think .
it was at all blameworthy to receive that
subscription, and 1If there are nny thwk
otherwise, they must, at all events ucguit
Sir John Mcdonald, tor, | repeat as unquali-
fiedly and emphdatically a8 | am capable ot
doing, that he was entirely 1gnorant of 1t as
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he is atill of every other subscription to the
fund.” ‘

“The House then adjourned at 5.30 p.m.

T'vespay, Feb. 20th.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at three
o'clock,
NEW BILL.

Hon, Mr. AIKINS introduced a bill to
amend the Act ot the Natiopal Investment
Company ot Can da.

O)MMUNICATION WITH PRINCA EDWARD ISLAND,

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE moved : —* That
an humble address be presented to Iis Ex-
cellency the Governor-Geueral, praying that
he will be pleised to lay betore this House
a return shewing: Ist, the number of pas.
sagas made by the st amship Norlhern
Light bewween Georgetown,n Prince K-
ward Island, and Pictou, or Pictou [.land,
1n Nova Scotia, and back; 2nd, the numb:r
of mails carried by the satd steamship; 3rd,
the number of passengers carried by her on
each passage.’”” He said his object in mov-
lng (or this return was to elicit discussion
With respect 1o the best means of c.rrying
mails, passengers and freight betweeun
Prince Edwad lsland and the mainland 1n
the winter time. He was induced to take
this stép by tue consclousness that unfor-
tunately at present the Northern Light was
not employe.d on thebe-t station. Sue had
totraverse a greater distance than was neces
8ary and, 1n sddition to that, to encounter a
£reater quanuity of heavy 1ce than would
be met with at other places he could
hame, 'The present route was a!so clrcult-
ous for mails and pissenzers between the
Island and the west, or St. John. lt wus a
tedious and expensive route vig Pictou and
Georggtown, irom the fact those harbors

ecome encumber ed with ice and the vessel
Cannot approach close the shore. He
hid  taken a trip on the vessel,
and was giatiied with her performances
amidst the ice. At the same time she
would be tar more useful and give greater
Salsfaction if she were placed at a More
Central station, tle had given a great deal
Ol att.ntion to this great undertaking, and,
With many of his colleagues from tTince
sdward [slund, had arrived at the conclu-
Slon that the route between Cipe Traverse
and Cape Tormentine was the oue best suit-
od for the service, vut some improvements
Were necessary. I'hers must be a conveni-
ent wharf and breakwater, if the Govern.
Went should adopt this route, und some
Tallway extensious on both sides. The ex-
Penditure would be small compared with
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the advantage it would be to the Dominion
as well as the Islind Province, 1t had been
the custom to regard this as a local matter,
but th:t was a mistake, The trade snd
corresponiience of the [sland must bave an
exit somewhere, and those resuling off the
m-nland had as deep an interest in having
unbroken communication with 1he Province
at al! scasons of the year as the islanders
themselves. The number of passengers
across the stralts in winter was rapwdly m-
creasing. A few attempts had been made to
transport merchandize, and comnercial
traveilers fouud considerable ditficulty in
transposting their heivy sample cases,
which 1ndeed required ulmost a boat to
themselves. 1t rested with the Government
to est:blish regular and safe communition
withthesland and he reaily believed they
were disposed 10 everything that was just
and proper in this direction. Until lately,
no dout.t, some honoratle gentlemen Were
ncredulous as to the suctess of this under-
taking, but now that 1ts possibility had tbeen
proved beyond a doubi, the G.overnment
should perfect the communication as lar as
possible. The route from Geo:getown to
Pictou was 35 miles, and a great deal of 1ce
had to be encountered 1n the straits. The
distance from Cape Traverce to Cape [for-
meantipe was Ourly nine mules, and aithough
the 1ce packed there sometimes it was
often easy to cross at the turn of tide. 1t
was alsoa very central route, and one which,
with the improvements he had suggested,
would te extensively used at all seacons, He
was 1n hopes the Secretary of Siate pos-
sessed some information gained from the
recent experience of the Noithern Light,
which would tend to assurethe House that
her success, although intermitted during a
short time, was still very fair »n equal to
what lLad lLeen expecied. Although the
vessel had becrn found good and saite, the
actual service she had performed was small
compared with what she could do if placed
at a better post. ‘

Hon. Mr. HaVILAND had much pleasure
in seconding the motion. The matter might
seem trifling to some Senslors Who repre.
sented the great inland provinces, but it
was a ma:ter of almost life and death to the
people of Prince Edward [sland. Without
a proper mal service L.etween thit province
and the mamland at all seasons ot the year,
the union would ve almost a dead letter.
By the aruicles of Conlederation the Can-
adian Government were pledged to the
effect that money should be no otj-ctin
securing »od m intaining an eflicient mail
service between the Il nd and the main-
land. Members ot the Senate and House of
Commons {rom the Island could speak from
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personal experience of the dangers encount-.
ered 1n crossing the straits 1n the winter
gseason. In coming to Ottawa to attend to
their Legislative duties, they almost carried
thei¢ lives in their hands every 1ime they
Brossed, under the old system, 1n 1ce boats
to the mmninland. Like the widow who
secured her object by never ceasing to
appeal to the unjust judge (1f he might put
the Government in that position) the pecple
of the Island bhad, by constantly knocking at
the door of justice, succeeded in obtuin-
ing a trial of the scheme pledpged to
them when they entered the Union.
Whether the Northern Light wes properly
constructed, from a scientitic point of view,
he left to experienced ship builders to de-
clare. Asa professional man he woulld say
nothing on that subject; but the problem
had been solved, and 1t was evident that
wood, tron, aud steam, properly put tngether,
could in a!l o1dinary se.sons navigate the
straits between theisland and the mainland
during the winter months, [From time im-
memorial, from Cape Traverse to Cape Tor-
mentine h+d been the crossing place, and
he believed it was the proper rou:e, It
w8 only 1 Ine miles, while the present route
was thuty.five, and the same epecies ol ice
was 10 be encunterel in both places. This
should be looked at from a geneial, ntore
than a local standpoint. It was the duty ot
the C»nadiin Government to extend the In-
tercolonial Railway from Aul.c or Amherst

to Cape Tormentine, a distince of some |

thirty-tive miles and 10 extend the Island
Railway 10 Cape 'I'raverse, a distance ol
twelve or thirteen miles from the nearest
point.  These extensions were not provin.
cil works, but were necessary to est blisha
great Dominion highway Letween no less
than three provinces, or, he might say, all
the provinces, for there would te a great
deal of traffic and truvel by that route, from
ali parts of Canad+, not on'y 1 the winter
reason, but also during the summer months.

It those railwuy extensions were
but't, he believed there would be
almost hourly communication acro.s the
straits, and the pceople of Prince

Edward [siandj would teel they wera part
pnl parcel of the great Dominion. 'T'he ex-
penditure for those wo:ks, he would say,
with all deference, would he« a mere trifle 1n
compaiiscn with the money that had been
expended inja.licuously 1n compromi ing
aud cancelling contracts and otherwise 1n
connection with the Pacitic Railway. Piince
li tward lsland, though smail 11 extent, had
a pogulation ot 100,000, and, with satis-
{actory, certain and regular communication
with the mainland, vould be recognized as
the garden of Canada. All they wanted
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was increased capital and facility of com.
munication with the mainland to make 1t a
province of which even Ontirin in its great.
ness wou'd feel proud. Its 100,000 people
would compare 1a intelligence and indepen-
dence with the popuiation of any other part
of the great Doniinion. It was but a matter
of fair plav that these two branches of
railway he had alluded to, shoull te builg
and that tbis steamer should bte placed upon
the route which the mover of the 1esolution
h.d advocated, Upon this question, what-
ever their local duferences might be, the
people of Prince Edward [:iand were unitel
aud ready to sacritice party for the interests
of their common country,

Hon. Mr. MONIGUMERY said this was a
question 1n which ali the people ot the
lower Provinces were int-rested. The.e
could be no doubt now 1hat the Straits
could be navigated during the winter sea.
son, but the proper place to establish com-
muntcation was between Cape Traverse and.
Cape Tormentine, Nine miles had been
stated as the distance, but 1 the winter
time the “ boud ice’” extended about a
mile from each shore, which would leave
ouly about seven miles ¢ floe ice’ to be
navigated. If this route were once adop:-
ed, he had no doubt 1n & shart time & vessel
would cruss every two hours 1n. the suwmer
sesson, At Cape Tr.ver-e the whyrt ex~
tended out to about twelve feet ofdwater,
and it would not require a large expendi-
ture to extend it sutliciently tar 10 uccom-
modate the steamer. Ultunately it would
be wmuch che.per for the Goveinment to use
this route 'I'wo railway branches to con-
nect with the Goveinment rallways would
te necessary, but they would soon repay
the cost of construction by the incre.sed
travel and trMHc. He Lope:d ine House
would see the propriety of estlablishing the
route in the proper place,

Hon. Me. BOUSFURD said he could speak
contidentiy on the subject, iving as he did
in that locality. He congratulated the re
present.tivesof the [sland on having ainived
at the only feasible plan of estublishing
winter communication with the mainland.
He was surprised it was not advocated in
the first place rather than incur the large
expense of making the experiment between
Piciou and Georgetown.,  He had ulways
been surpris-d that tle representatives of
Prince Edward Islind in this Houss and
the other Chamber favored tnat project in-
stead of the one now suguest-d, wnich the
experlence of filty years had proved io be
the most feasible, The distauce buiween
Cape Tormentine and Nackville or Au Lig
by actual measurement was 32 miles, which
would pe the length of the brench raiiro.d
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required on the mainland. He eould, trom
actual kuowledge of the locality, contirm the
Statements of the representatives of the
Lsland as to the feasibility of this route, and
In his opinion 1t was the only way by which
1t was possible to keep up constant communi.
Cation between the lsland and the man
land at all seasons of the year.

Hon, Mr. HOWLAN would like to hear
SOmething from the Government on this
Subject. He had jaid some attention to
Lhis matter, and had prepared plans to ex-

1bit to the House. The representatives of
the [sland had been given to understind
that the Government would accede to their
Téquest, if they would agree among them-
8elves upon some project. ‘He was not op-
Posed to the route now adopted, but he

8lways bel:eved, an still thought, that the |

Northern Light was not a proper boat for the
Service, It anything should hoppen to her
fcrew, she is 1ncapable of taking charge of
herself, The Newloundland sealers were so
COnstructed that the fun or propellor could
® taken out of water and could be re.
Placed 1f broken. That was not the case
With the Northern Light, and 1f her propellor
8hould be 1njured, she Lad no sails to take
Charge of herself in a gale of wind. That
Was why he was opposed to the boat. Wien
this subject wae up before, he mentioned
these facis to the Government to put them
On their guard, because he thought, from
® nature of the service (0 be performed,
the  boat would prove a failure
Any vessel used for that service should be
8ea-going, barque or brigniine rigged, and
Capaole ot taking care of herself. With regard
%9 the route, there could he no doubt if a
bf}at bad only nine miles of 1ce to contend
With 1t could be managed better than 35
Miles, but the question was whether the
orthern Light did not draw too much water
Jr the proposed route. New vessels get
. Water borne,’”” and draw more water, and
2 Would be necessary to build piers out to
1\;'1 feet of water to clear the fam of the
orthern Light. 'This would be an expensive
‘;”P&rauon. A boat for that route should
Ot draw more than twelve feet of water.
th regard o the railroad branches, he
Understood the New Brunswick Government
4G granted a charter for the bullding of a
v‘ﬂle irom C:pe Tormentine to either Sack-
of & Avlac, or Amierst, and a subsidy
Ny $5,000 per mile
'ge Work. He had also been informed that
;ﬂe Government of Canada had generously
sered to lend steel rails, They seemed to
w:)VB abundance 1n that quarter, and it
us uld be better, perhape, to have them in
!ide than rusting Oao the Prince Edward
9, &hg line could be very easily builg

had been given 1n aid of ;

There were no streams to bridge, the coun.
try was level, and by actual mea.
surement 1t was only ten miles from Cape
Traverse to the neareat station on the Island
Railroad, . The only expense would be the
building of the road bed, because the roil-
ng stock was there alrealy. ’'l'here was a
wharf there belonging to the Local Govern-
ment, on the island side, which could be ex-
tended to three fathoms of water. There
would be no difficulty on that side, and on
the other there was plenty of stone for bal-
last. It would be better for all the Mari.
time Provinces that the shortest route
should be adopted, and he hoped the Gov-
ernment would take the mutter up seri-
ously.

Hon, Mr. £COTT had no objection to the
motion, and he was very glad to hear two
representatives of the Island admit the
experiment of keeping up winter communi-
cation with their Province, had been &
success. The winter thus far had, perhaps,
been more favourable than in former
years.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN—I don't think 1t.

Hon. Mr. SCOL'T sald there was no doubt,
in the early part of the season the vesse!
had to encounter serious difficulties 1n the
way ot ice-floes. He was sorry to hear the
last Spenker condemn the Northern Light He
(Mr, Scott) was under the impression when
this matier was discussed 1n the House,and
talked over privately with the representa-
tives of the Island, that it was admitted the
design of the vessel was fit for the service.
Several designs were examined, but this,
on the whole, eeemed t0 meet with general
approbation. He would regret any gantle-
m.n from Prince Edward should now take
the position that the opinion had been es-
pressed in advance that this vessel was noy
suited for the work. Up to this time it was
admitted she had done all that was expect -
ed of her. With respect to the proposed
route, he was unahle to express any
opinion, the subj-ct not having  been
discussed by the Government. Ut course
any representations made by the members
from Prince Edward, who were 80 deeply iu-
terested in this project, would receive due
considerition. He was sure the rest ot tho
Dominion felt, 1f it was at all possible to
keep this communication open, all reason-
able facilities ought to be aft)ded, both in
the 1nterests of the [:land and the mainland,
to develope the trade between thermn, We
all appreciate Prince Edward as a very fer-
tile land with a large trade, and believe that
by keeping open this communication
at all seasons it will be developed.

{;1 the abaience of the Hon. Mr. Camp-
bell,
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Hon, Mr. ALLEN moved that an bumble
address be preseited to His Exceilency the
Governor General, praying that His Excel-
lency will cause to be laid before this House,
astatement showing cost of coustruction ot
Pacific Telegraph—cost of repairs or restora.
tion since construction, and approximate
mileage over which the line upon which it
has been constructed varies, 1f at all, from
the located line of the Pacitic Raillway. He
thought the information sought for wonld be
of interest both to the House and to the
country at large. It was true that in the
Putlic Works accounts there were apptoxi-
m.te estimates given of the cost of the
various sections of the lhine, but 1t was
known as & matier of fact that those ap-
proximate estimates were usually found to
be tallacious. In view of the very large ex-
penditure of the country, and the rapiudly
increasing expenses connected with the
public works ot the Domuniop, it would be
satisfactory to the House and the country to
know, as ,far as possible, what the
exact cost of this telegraph line was up to
the present time. It was also important
to know how fur the location of the line
varied from the proposed line of the Pacific
Railway. Io his speech on the Pacitic Rail-
way. 1n the other branch of the Legislature
in 1875, the Premier had stated that the tel-
egriph | ne would only be constructed on the
hine ot the Pacitic Railway, so that the clea:-
ing of the timber for that line would, as a
matter of course, form part of tha expendi
ture on the Pacitic Kailway itself, as that
work—the work of clearing the timber for
the line—when done, would simp'y be a part
of the work to be done by the contractors,
when the contracts for tho road were ulti-
- mately given out, It bad teen rumored
that 1n many instances there h-d been a
very considerable divergince trom the line
of the railwayn the line ot the tel-graphn,
and in view of the additional expenditures
which such a divergance would occasion, it
was desniable to know how far this was uc-
tually thacase,

Hon. Mr. S_OTT eaid there was no ob-
jection to the addrees going. His honorable
friend war, perhap:, aware that the contract
had a proviso that the repairs snd main-
tenance of the telegraph liue for five years
were to be at the cost of the contraciors and
not of the Goveinment. 'The information
would be turnished as soon as possitle, No
doubt there were deflections at various

oints from the mamn line, but he under-
stond that at many places the 1elegraph line
orossed the railway line, so thut it would
not involve any further expenditure to
locate it in the proper place than the reset-
ting of the poles and wires.
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Prince Edward Island.

The motion cariied and, the House ed-
journed at 5 p.m.

WEeDNEsDAY, Feb, 21st.

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o’clock p m.

Atter routine,

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL cilled the attention
of the House to the fact that there were
séveral honorable gentlemen present who
would not take any pa:t1n proceedings con-
nected with divorce bills, and he supgested
that in order that members who held such
views would not appear as having asserted
to them. all motions respecting such meas-
ures should be entered on the minutes as
Laving been carried on division.

Mr. SPEAKER mtormed the honorable
genileman that such a provision had already
been mude in the rules. :

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE’S ABSENCE,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBRLL said he bad called
the attention of the House, the previous
week, to the absence of the Mmister of
Agriculture from his place 10 this Chamber,
and the honorable Secretary of Siate had
informed them that his colleague would
probably return on Saturday,and would te
in bis place on Monday last. ‘Lhat day had
lapsed and several days since, but the bon.
oiable gentleman was still absent. ‘I'lis
pave some color to the report that the hon-
orable gentleman had resigned his portlolio,
It was due to this House that they should
konow if such were the c-se, and, if not,
when the honorable Minister ot Agiiculiure
was toreturn.

Hou. Mc. SCOLT—When the honorable
gent'leman drew the attention of the

House to the absence of Hou.
M. Pelletter, I said he would be
10 bis place on Friday or Monday. I was

under the impression at that time that bhe
would. When the House rose [ called his
attention to the iact that his absence had
been commented upoun. The reply lveceiv-
ed indicated that he would be here on,
Monday. 1 heard from him on Monday and
1.8 was only leaving Quebec on Tuesd.y, so
that I assume tuat he is on the train now on
bis way to Otiawa, With regard to the
question of whether he has iesigned bhis
porifolio, 1 am in & position 10 say that he
has not so far as I know, and 1 hope he wul
be in his place before the House rises.

FORT FRANCIS LOCK.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON moved that an
humble addr-ss be presented to His Excel-
lency the Governor General, prayiog thab
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Hig Excellency will be pleased to lay be.
tore this House, copies of all estimates 1n
Possession of the Government or any of the
Public Departments; ot the cost of the lock
&nd other works at Fort Francis, situated
between Rainy Lake and the Lake of the
Woods; and also, the report of Mr Thompson
88 to the estimated cost of the improvements
most urgently required op Rainy River. He
was induced to give this notice 1n conse-
Quence of seeing a very considerable ex-
Pendiiure was being made in the construc.
ton ot alock at Fort Francis, and that 1t was
eing done without contract, hut by day
Work. He could not find 1n the reports that
had been distributed, any estimate of the
expense of that work and the other improve-
Ments necessary 1o make 1t of service to the
country. He therefore made this motion
In the hope that the Government might
have some information to present tothe
House touching the cost of that work. It
appeared to him that a very large and in-
detinite expenditure had been entered upon
Without surveys and without estimates,
So Jong as it was supposed that the Dawson
Route was really to be the means ot com-
unication through our own territory with
Our Northwest—substituting only railways
In connection with the water stretches for
the waggon road, the expenditure at Fort
Francis Lock was a matter that might natar.
ally he expected. But the country now
had reason to believe from information com-
Iunicated to Pailiament at the close of last
8ession, that that mode of communication
With the Northwest had been abandoned,
and that an all-rail route was to be sutsti-
tuted, If this was the case, the question
8rose why was the expenditure on the other
route continued? What was its object and
What would be 1ts cost? According to the
ejort of the Commissioner ot Public Works
be original design was to make two com-
bined locks, éach 200 feet n length and
Orty feet 1n width, with seven teet of water
on the eills, Of course, unless there was
More than seven feet ot water In the ap-
Proaches 10 the lock there was no use in
aving seven feet of water on the sills, but
80 prematurely was this work undertaken, 1n
® absence of the information necessary,
that «;n Qctober, 1875, Mr. Hwzlewood
found the low water levels to be 14 ,inches
°88 at the up-er enirance, and 2l inches
€83 ut the lower entrance of the proposed
Canal than represented on the plan.” The
®Ogineer proceeds to sy that he had given
lnstructions to obtain full information, but
1@ (Mr, Macpherson) maintained that this
Inlormation” should bave been obiained
before the work was commenced, as the
¢hange may involve serious loss, no putlic
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work requiring 80 much care n the.
surveys as water communication. Un-
less the levels are obtained with pertect
accuracy, the greitest inconvenience and
loss would be likely to ensue., ‘The work-
was commenced with forty-six men and four
horses: *The force was also 1ncreased to 65
men towards the latter end of June, an
average of 100 men in July and Augusi, and
of about 90 during the autumn months,
until the 8th ot December when nearly all
except the paymaster, book-keeper and one
man were elther discharged or transferred
to Mrc. Mortimec for the Canadian Pacific
Railway Survey.” Then the Commissioner
goes on to describe the work done. He
would read only one important clause as
showing that the work must necessarily be a
costly one :—% The oak and pine timber tor
the lock, being of greater dimensions than
what could be found, will have to be procur-
ed at a greater distance from the Fort than
the other; the oak or elm which may be
used as its substitute will probably have to
be purchased at and brought from Thunder
Bay or Red River, a distance of more than
200 miles,”” And further, to “show the
costlinees of this work thnt had been enter-
ed on and was being proceeded with without
any estimate the Enygineer reported : —“The
object for which the Fort Francis Canal is
being construcied cannot he wholly attained
unless Rainy River 1s improved so as to
ensure the requisite draft and the ascent of
vessels against the current in the rapids.”
The Engioeer also reported a deficiency of
water in various parts of the channel, and
yet it was only atter this large expenditure
had commenced that the Engineer instruct-
ed Mr. I'n ‘mpson, his assistant, ‘‘to furnish
the Depariment with a report thereon, to-
gether with an esiimate of the probable
cost of the 1mprovements most urgently
required.””  After all this expenditure was
made, according to the report of the Engi-
neer, this communication by the chain of
lakes along this route would be only open
four months and twenty-s1x days ot each
year. If that was to be the route to the
North West he would not object to the ex.
penditure, He had fuvored the Dawson
Route 1n 1869 when the acquisition of the
Hudson Bay Co’s territory was u.der con-
sid.ration. [t would have been an economi-
cal route foremigrants. Mr. Dawson's report
was that the waggon road could be built tor
something less than $250,000. He had con~
gidered that a small sum, and had thought
if the Government could get the route open-
ed for that amount they would be ve:y for-
tunate. Of the country itselt he would read
what Mr. Daw.on had said of 1t, because he
feared the 1mprovement of this water com-

Lock.

i
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1
municition was the smallest work the Gov-
ernment were carrying on in the wild region
between the head of Lake Superior and Red
River. It was as follaws :— {

¢ In the heart of this wiid region is a traci
of navigable water, which will greatly facili-
tate operations, but it 1s cut oft from Lake
Superior on one side by a formidable barrier
of mountamm and rock, and from the Red
River settlement on the other by a region
of quagmire and swamp.”’

"I'his was Where he fexred the Government
were now engaged in building an all-rail line.
He fouud, also, that tne expenditure, 50 far,
made upon this lock at Fort Francis, was
charged aganst the Pacific Railway.

HHon. Mr CAMPBELL —Hear, hear!

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSUN said, so far as

ha could make out from the plun
witixed to this report, 1he Pacific
Raillway was nearly 100 miles distant

trom this lock, and with what propriety 1t
cou'd be charged to the Pacific Raillway he
could not comprehend. He thought he
was justitied in saying that the understand.
ing of the people of the country at large,
with respect to opening up communicition
between Lwke Superior and Red River, was,
that the Government intended to u:ilize the
jakes 1 that part of tse cduntry, connect.
ing them with railwaye, the impression
being that such railwaye would be short and
the expenditure would not be heavy. The
whole distance hetween the head of Lake
Superior and Fort Garry was as follows:
Terminal roads, 140 miles; navigable water,
302 mules ; portages as they were at present,
eleven or twelve 1n number, eight and a
half miles; and Dawson had reported that
they could be reduced 10 two at & compara-
tively small expense. When 1t was con.
sidered that an all rqil Iine was proposed to
be built through that country, which had
been descrived by Dawson as he had just
read it, he thought it was enough to alarm
the country, and it could not be too promi-
nently placed betore the people, us the cost
of such a road could not be less than twenty
millions of dollars. He need not intorm the
House that there was no country there to
settle. The proper course to pursue would
be to open communicallon by the least

expensive and easiest means to the
praitie  country, 8o as to induce
zettlers to go 1n and occupy
and 1mprove the land, and Jn this

way foim a tinancial basis for the construc-
tion of a througn line of railway on our own
territory. Theee two routes—for it really
appeared the Government were opening up
two—would be only summer routes; the one
might perbaps be used a month longer in
the year than the other. Was the expend:-
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ture justified under the circumsiances of the
country? He held it was not. He had
taken some paius to discover what the pol-
1cy of the Government really was, but with.
out complete success, because it was in-
volved 1n uncertainty, and had been chaonged
80 often it was impossible to say what 1t
really 1s. He had sought for the announce-
menis made by the Premier after he formed
his Government. The first, delivered on
November 2uth, 1-73, to bis constitu~nts at
his nomnation, he tound in the Globe, as
follows : —

¢ 1t will be the duty of the Administra<
tion in the first place, to secure » means of
communication to our navigable waters,
trom Lake Superior to Fort Garry and the
Rocky Mbnuntairs, at the same time com-
mencing st the Pacitic Ocean and coustruct.
ing communication by the western slope.
lo the meanume communication would be
afforded 1n conjunction with the Awmerican
lines, uuntil we have means suflicient to ac-
complieh the woik, [f we once have these ie-
gions accessible, that is, British Columbia
and the North West lerritory, we can attord
then to spend money upon the construction
of the other portions of the road, whieh will
be necessary to complete our great national
highway across the Continent.”
. L4 - - - L 4 L L] L]

¢ It may be necessary for us to let the
work out in contr.cts, under our own super-
intendence, but, at nny rate, we shall take
care that due attention is given to the 1n-
terests snd money of the country.”

While the Prime Minister declared this to
be the policy of his Government, the first
work put under contract was the (Georgian
Bay Branch, without survey, and through a
country where, it was afierwards discovered,
1t was Impossible to build a railway.

Hoxlx. Mr, CARRALL—They fostered the
work

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON ° continued—-
The next extract he would read wnuld be
from the Premier's address to the electors
of Lambton, which he found in the Globe of
January 9th, 1874. It was as (ollows :—

“ In the meantime, w1th a view to obtain
a speedy mesns of communication &cross
the continent and to fac litate the construc-
tion of the railway 1tself, it will be our
policy to utilize the enormous ztretches of
wagnificent water communication which lie
between a point not far from the Rocky
Mountains and Fort Guarry, and between
Lake Superior and [iench Xiver, on the
Georglan Bay, thus avoiding for the present,
the coustruction of about 1,300 miles of rail.
way, estimated to cost from 60 to 80 millions
of doll.rs, and rendering the resources of
the country available tor the prosecution of
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other links of the Pacific Railway, which are
necess:ry 1n order to form a complete line
of rail and steamboat communication trom
east to west, ‘t'his wil iovolve the con-
struciion of a sbort line of railway from
the mouth of French River, on Georgian
Bay, to the southeast shore of Like Nipis-
sing, and a graot in aid of extension to that
point of the existing and projected liues n
Quebec and Oatario.

¢ We propose also to facilitate the con-
struction of the branch line from Fort
Garry to Pembina, already proviied for by
Parliament. although we canpot hope that
this will be accomplished by December
next, the time hmited by the late Govern-
ment for its completion.

¢ Weshall endevor to make these great
works auxiliary to the promotionot 1m-
migration on an extensive scale, and to the
seitlement and development of those rich
and terule territories on which our hopes
for the iuture of Canada a:e so largely
fixed.” '

He need scircely say the scheme of
emigration putinto operation by the Gov-
ernment had not been a success. It could
not very well gsucceed masmuch as their
Ageni-General had announced to the world,
by a circular, that Canada was no fiell for
emigration, and emigrants should not go
there. 'Uhe next extract he would read was
trom the Premier’s speech at Hamilton ou
January 14th, 1874. It would be found in
the Glole report, as tollows : —

*“Tue policy of my Government ia this—
to buili, n the first place, the sections be-
iween French River and theslope ot the
Ottawa Valley betweeu Like Superior and
Fort Garry, and beiween the western waters
of the Suskatchewan and the Pacific Ocean,
80 as to lLave communication, by rail and
water combined, with Biitish Columbix and
Manitoba as soon as possible ; but this will
not for one moment interrupt the progress
of the works 1n other places on the proposei
- route, which will be proceeded with just as
fast ns the country can bear the expendi-
ture,”

He did not know where the Prime Minis-
ter could have eeen tlie means for carrying on
these works. At that ime he probably did not
eel the full responsibility ot bis position or
Consider where the means were 10 come
from. He may have been joutlant at hav-
Ing attained such & high position, and
thought success would attend ail he pro-
Posed, It wasevidently s idea, when de-
ering this speech, to use the navigstion
Of the Saskitchewan, about a thousand
Miles in Jength, but that river 18 pavigable

Ut & very short tim: in summer, and is, of
®Ourse, closed by frost mn winter. While
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pointing to those fine Western pastures on
the Saskatchewan, he siill looked more
anxiously to the granite slopes ot the Utta-
wa Valley, and promised to build a railread
trom the mouth of French River through
that graunite country wWhere no considerable
settlement would be nossible, to the Ottawa
River. He (Mr. Macpherson) never had
any doubt that that railway was determined
upon as a political arrangement, and that
the Piemier repeatedly referred toit in his
speeches in order that his friends in this
part of the country should understand he
bad not forgotten his engagement with
them and that his compratively new-born
interest in the U:tawa Valley was sincere.
‘T'he next extract he would read was trom
the Hon. Me. Blake's speech at Peterboro’,
January 15th, 1874, Qlobe report, This 18
what the honorable gentleman said on that
occasion ;e

* Lt was the intention of the present Gov-
ernment to proceed with the o mstruction of
the Pacific Riilway, but 1n such a way as to
prevent an increased burden of taxes to the
people. To this end the road would be con-
structed 8¢ a8 to reach the great water
stretches or lakes of about 1,000 miles, and
then by using the Lake of the Woods and
Rainy Lake, ana building poriions of the
road 1n ¢ nueciion with these wateis, rasy
communicati)n would be secured with Fort
Garry afterwards, and as soon as possible,
consistent with the public interests, the re-
mainder could be constructed, and tha!,
wholly iv our own teriitory. While these
portions of the work were In consiruction,
the people could do as they now do, use the
American roads.”’

Now, he was glad {o say his (Mr. Mac-
pherson’s) views with respect Lo how this
work shouid be proceeded with was identi-
cal with those expressed by Mr, Blake, as
would be seen from the 1ollowing statement
he (Mr. Micpherson) had made in the
Jen:te on the 3rd of Agpril, 1873 :—

1 would begin to vuild the railway at
our Northwestern ficnhier—at Pembina,
extend it into our prairie country to Fort
Garry and beyond, There must be a basis
aflorded for the building of & railway as for
tihe supply of an army. lu the country I
refer to, the railway could be cheaply con-
structed, and would open the couuntry for
settlars. 1 would commence also on the
Pacific coust, to keep faith with British
Columbia, and while doing this 1 would
expiore thie rest of the country thoroughly,
fiom Lake Nipissi-g to the Pacific Ucean,
80 a8 to &:CeTtain What the cost ot che rail.
way would be, what its grades and what
the pature of the couniry. Wiile all (hs
was being done, provably two hundred
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miles of railway might te constructed—n
portion in the prairie country, a portion on
the Pacific coast— occupying, perhapes, three
years, and mvolving an expenditure ot eight
or nine millions of dollars."

He wus exceedingly gratified to find he
had the unqualified concurrence of &0 in-
fluential & gentieman as Mr. Blike, who was
capable of exercising so very great an
authority in the Government. An honor.
ahle gentlem 'p,addressing this Housz a few
days ago, had remarked 1t seemed as if all
the policy of the Government were dictated
by one mind. No doubt there was a great
deal of truth 1n the remark, and 1t was ne.
cessary the Premier shouldt impress his pelicy
on his Government, but it was not necesssry
that his colleagues should be entirely ps-
sive under his 1 apress, and the Minister ot
Justice sarely woulu not be 80 1n a matter
of great pubhic 1mportance; for had not
that honorable gentleman impressed his
policy upon the whole Government with
respect to British Columbia, and the Pacilic
Railuay in that Province ?

Hon, dir CARRALL - Hear, hear!

Hon Mr MACPHERSON hoped the Hon.
Minister of Justice would come to the res
cue of the couu(ry now and save an enor.
mous and uvnprofitable expenditure. No
practical map, no man of intellivence, who
would consider the matter, could come to
any conclusion but that we should get
through the country between Lake Supe-
rior and the Red River as cheuply as possi.
ble—it was simply a bridge to pass over to
the country beyond 1t.

Hon., Mr. SCUOTv—Hear, hear}

Bon. Mr. MACPdrRSON said he would
now read an extract from a speech delivered
by the Premier in the House of Commons,
on the 3lst of March last. 1t would be
found in Hansard, foli> 980. He mig &
state he (Mr. Mucphersor) had been groy-
ing tor information, trying to discover the
policy of the Government. Considering the
ditticulties he had met, and the apparent
vacillation there had been in the counsels
of \he Government, he made greater a!-
Jowances for the unceriainty with which the
Secretary -of State had spoken . last
sesstn, Mmisters in  the Sepate 1n
speaking for the Government could only re-
present the opinions of the Government at
the time. 1t the head of the Ministry was
vacillating in h:s policy, of course, the
sounds uttezed by his colleague 1n the
Senate would be uncertain. ‘I'ne extract
fiom tne Premier's epeech in Hansard was
as follows :— ‘

« We desired, »< fur as possible, in the first
place, to utihze the lakes on the eastas
permanent highway, for, perhaps, many
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yenrs to come, 88 & means of reaching {he
western end of Lake Superior and after-
wards utilize the smaller lakes and rivers in
the nterior of thie continent, where they
might lte in the line of the ultimate road
and be used temporarily for the purpose ot
furnishing & complete line of travel tetween
the 1wo extremities of the continent, pend-
ing the comyletion of the railway across the
entire country. [ am aware there has been
a great deal of misrepresentation concerning
ourintentions with regard to the use of
these water stretches. It had been stated
over and over again that we proposed to
huild a hnk of raillway here and theie, with
out any 1nten:ion, ultimately, to make a
complete all-1a1l route, or without consider-
1ng the disiances to be traversed between
one pownt and another. which would ulu-
mately become leading places on the rail-
way when it was finished, it it ever were
completed 1n our day. Tue shortest route
bad alw.ys been kept in view.”

There was not much there, except that 1t
pointed to an all-rail route, 'I'ne next and
last ex'ract he would read would be tiom
Hansard, April 111h, 1876 the last night of
last session of Parliament., li was as {ol-
lows :— :

*“ Hon, Mr. Mackenzie moved that the
Government be authorized to enter Into
contracts during the recess with paities
vending in the lowe-t available tenders for
the constiuction ot the foilowing portions of
the Canada Pacific Raillway, viz. : From Fort
William westward towarJs Lac de Mille Lac
and the crossing of Steel River trom Rat
Portage to Cross Lake.

L4 » Ad Ld - . * . -

“ Mr. Currier thrught it was a great pity
the Government should propose to expend
money on this route Letween Thunder Bay
and Fort Garry. A land and water line
could never compete with the all-rail route
vetween Duluth and Fort Garry. ‘This was
a matter every practical man must under-
stand, Thevefire he thought it would be
much betier to delay the expendiiure on
that road until the time arrived when an all-
rail route could be constructed to Fort
Garry.

“Hon. Mr. Mackenzie replied that it was to
be an all-rail liue from end to end.”

That jntimation of the enure abandon-
ment of the waier communication Was &
suiprise to the country. It was done with-
oui consuluing Parliament, for there was
noc much more than a quorum present n
the House of Commons, It was a surprise
to everyone. For a Minister, without really
consulting parliament, just, as it were, by a
wave ot his hand, commirting the country to
an expenditure of $:0,000,000, was not ex-
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actly what the country expected froma
hiberal and professedly Reform Adrainistra-
tion. Mr. Mackenzie's words on that occa-
slon were exceedingly important, and it
they shnuld be acted upon soon 1t would be
found that they were pregnsnt with great
burden and loss 10 this Diminion.

-As a'subjsct germam to the one he had
submitted, he would say something shout
the increased expenditure of the country,
especially of that portion of 1t which s
largely within the control of the Adminis
tration.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT thought it would be
scarcely fair to enter upon such a discussion
without due notice. .

Hon. M. MACPHERSUN said he had
merely prepared & continuation, as 1t were,
of his comparison of the depsrtmental ex-
penditure of the Government, and h-
thought it was germain 10 the sutject
he had been discussing. It was rather
complained of that he did this so
near the end of last seesion that thera was
no opportunity to answer him, He did not
tbink he had lxid birself open to complaint
last  session, He  had submitted
nothing but  what was in  the
public acconnts, He had mereiy put to-
gether 1he facts prepared by the Govern:
ment themselves. The press of the country
had indulged 1 strictures upon jhim for
representing the figures as he nad done,
and even the Piime Minister thought 1t a
matter worthy of his notice on an occasion
when he was uadnressing a public meeting.
The honorable gentleman stated in terwns,
which he would 1.0t charaicierize bere us he
might, that Lis (Mr. Micpherson's) state-
ment wss not correct. Any genileman
undertaking to correct snother should be
very careful that he was correct himselif.
The Premier w.s eniirely in error on thut
occagion. He (Mr. Macpherson) had not
used the figures attributed 1o him by the
Premier. and wh t was represented as &
correction was really altogether a misrepre-
8enfation, unintentional he hoped, but a
most unqualitied misrepresentation. He
(Mc. Mucpherson) feit it necessary at the
t.ne to write a letter reiterating the facis,
1t was widely published, but did not appear
in either of the leading ministerial organs
at 1oronto and Montreal. He did nov com-
plain of this. It seemed t0 be their idea
of what was fawr, but he repeated
that there was not one inaccuracy
in Lis figures. When the country was com-
mitted to heavy expenditures the ways and
means should be considered down even to
the expenses of the public departments.

o did not wish to ring the chauges upon
tho promises of the Government ot retrench-

[FeBruARrY 21, 18’;7.]

Lock. 63

ment and economy. [t ever a Government
was able to fultil such promises it was Mr.
M ckenzie’s, for 1t was supported #s no
other Ministry in this country ever had been
or ever would be agamn. |f the Premier
coul] not stem this stream of extruvagance
who was to do it ? e could, and unquestion-
ably suoull, have done 1t, but did not, »8
would be geen by the figures he would sub-
mit to the House. He would adbere to the
same line of comparison as last session,
comparing the Iast tinancial year of the lale
Government, 1873, with the lirst complete
financial year of the preseut Ministry, 18.5.
That was the only tair way, because both
Governments were in offics the intermediate
year—>Sir John Maclonald's (or four months
and a week, and Mr. Mackeuzie's for seven
months and three weeks. Thae former intro-

duced the esiimates—the latter exX-
rended the money. The figures were as
follow :—
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1n the Postofhce Department the difter-
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ence between revenue and expenditure was
as follows : —

1873. 1875. 176,
Revenue........... .. $333,657  $1,155,33  $2',102,510
Fxpenditure ........ 1,067,866 1,486,747 1,531,076
FxcessoverR:ceipts 234,209 831,414 499,465

The percentage of loss by the Postoffice
was -8 per cent 1n 1873, 29 per cent 1n 1875,
and 43 per cent 1n 1876, In other words
it cost $1.43 last yesr to coilect $1 in that
department. In the Customs Department
the percentage ot expenditure to receipts
was, in ]873. 4-38 per cent, n 1875, 445 per
cent, and in 1576, 562, What he complain.
ed of was, that although the revenue had
fallen (ft, the cost ot collecting it had been
mcresed by $35,574. He knew it would
have been difticult to reduce the expeundi-
ture, tut 1t should not, at all events, have
been increased. Prince Edward Island was
not included in this statement, because it
was not a porticn of the Dominioy until
aiter the close of the financial ye.r 1873.
If any one wished, however, t» see the
figures connected with Prince Edward
{sland for 1875 and 1876, they were as fol-
oW & —

1875, 1876.

Prince Edward Island—Admini-
stration of Justice....eivuein.n. $3,87 $14,000
* “ Cnstoms.cau. covase 22,727 25,518
o s« Enxcise ..aeeniiiann 8,056 3229
¢ 4 Postoffice cvaes oov 4,11 40 822

This annual expenditure was equivaleni
to interest on so n.uch debt, and the in-
crease 1n our expenditure between 1873
an: 1875, represented interest ut 4 per cent
on a capital of $30,354,125. The increased
expendiiure of 1876 over 1875 was $459,212,
which, capit«lize i at four per cent, would
be equal to $11 480.300. The increased ex-
pendiure of 1876 over 1873 was $1,673,377,
aund the circumstances of tha couatry would,
therefore, have b.enno worse 1t the Finance
Mipister had borrowed $41,834425, suppos-
ing our expenduture had remained the rame
as in 1.73. He did not Lold the opinion, by
any means, that the Government of tae
country could, even 1n these times ot strin
gency, be carried on without some additional
expenditure in the public departments, but
he maintained there was an enormously un-
pecessary expendituie here. What he held
the Goveinment responsible for, was the
fict that with their great power, Instead ot
steming the increase of expenditure, they
had lent therr torce, appirently, to sweli it.
What Le wished to impress upon the Gov-
ernment was this: it they commitied the
country to an annuity ot lorty doliars, it wae
equivalent to 10creasing the public burden
by $1,000. If they would keep this 1 view
they would probably be more careful. He
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would ¢all special attention to the mcreass
in the Fisheries Department, as would be
seen by the following tigures : —

FISHERIES,

1873. 1875. 1876.
Salaries--OntArio..veee.eeees .. $1344 $3.38% §12,815
o Quebec.,....... e 7,820 9,08 14,22
‘“ New Brunswick.... 6.839 7374 10,80
" Nova Scotia. ccaesene 8,639 12,265 14,633
¢ Manitoba. ..., 258
“ P. E. Island..... 460 461
27,721 34,583 62,233
Payments — Account  Fish B
Breeling ..... ..... .. 7,360 17,999 82,055

Payments — Account Protec-

tion of Fisheries ., .. 62794 10,000 23,822
Totals....oc.u. . vees . $97,875 $56,5°2 $1U8,180

Notwithstanding the fact that our fisheries
are open to the people uf the United States,
and it i8 not necessary to protect them now,
there has been this increased expenditure.
Again, 1n piers and harbore, while he looked
upon them as works of very great impor-
tance, he was afiaid the thing hid been
overdine, lListyear noless than 34 new
poits had been surveyed and the estimates
sent to the Government. 'T'hen, there wasa
total expenditure ¢n the Georgian Bay
Branch of $i11,394. 1t was understood ths
contractor was prepared to take a small
sum on the cancell tion ot the contract. In
conclusion, he could say, considering the
way 1a which the works of the Dominion
are epread, and seeing that our resources
are not all we could desire, would it not be
pohitic to pause and take a review of the
situaticn, see what 1s most required and lop
oft, for the time, what1s not necéssay?
Until we have a population 1 the North
West to give trafliz to a railway, it is mad.
ness to expend & l.rge sum 1n constructing
a costly road from Lake Superior to Winni.
peg. Tne Dawson routecan be made goud
for the transport of ordinary traflic and the
comfortable transport of emigrants. We
have a riilway through the Uuited Stat.s
which, when 1t reacnes Pembina, wiil afford
communication during the winier with the
North West.  If our Government had en-
couraged the compauny building that road we
would have had communication by that
way now. The Dutch capitalists who were
constructing a road to Pembina, only wanted
a reasonable assurance that this Govern.
ment would connect Pembina and Winnlpeg
by rail, to complete their road,

Hon, Mr. SCOI''—They had that assur-
ance.

Hon. Mr. MACPHER3ON—There was a
great deal said about an al rail route, but
those expensive lines eust of Lake of the
Wcouds should at once bs cut oft. They are
not only unnecessary, but entirely beyond
the means of the country.
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Hon, Mr. SKEAD said 1t was & pity that
this Georgian Bay Branch should be such
8 bugbear to certain sections of the coun-
try. Every session it seemed a8 it there
wag a parliamentary rule that the House
should be enlightened on the subject. The
Lonorable gentiemin trom Toronto came
down with a greatarray of figures and ex-
tracts from speeches, no doubt all correct,
that had been quoted against it, and he re-
grotted that such changes of sentiment on
this Pacific Kaillway question, as had been
brought about by change of Government,
were thought necessary—though, 1f

vious Government, it wiuld hive been con-
sidered all right by the honorable gentleman.
"The honorable Sepator brought down a
motion respecting the Fort Francis lock, and
took occasion to drag in the Georgian Bay
Branch and speak of the Utiawa country,
where this railway wus to run, as a route
through granite ridges and rocks, with land
nowhere. But what was the objectof con-

structing & Pucific Railway if 1t was not to’

establish the shortest and most direct route
from the Pacific to the Atlantic seaboard?
He would ask his friends from Quebec and

the Maritime  Provinces to  bear
in mind that if the Government!
were (0 maRe & detour of the Pacific

Railway and centre the railway system
of the country at Toronto, it would be all
right with the honorable gentleman who
now opposed the Georgian Bay Branch,
They had a compact of nine or ten Senators
from the Toronto district, the most respect-
ablemen in this House, no doubt, among
them supporters of the Government of the
day und some 1n opposition, but they were
all suspicious of every Government that did
not think everything should go to Torento.
He had great respect for those geutlemen,
but he had more for his own coanstituents,
and he-would ask the members from the
ezst to remember that if the country was to
expend a large sum of money for a railway
from ocean to ocean it was to their Interest
to adopt the most direct route,

Hon. Mr. DICKEY asked 1if the route
south of Lake Nipissing was the most direct
route for the Pacific Railway ?

Hon. Mr, SKEAD said no, he cilled the
most direct route the one north of that lake,
but knowing they could not ndopt that one
he was in favor of the next most direct
route, ot which the Georgian Bay Branch
formed a hink, until the all-rail route was
&vailable. ‘There was now a road runming
from Qttawa to Pembroke, and there was a
favorable country for a railway from there
to the Georgian Bay. It was the southern
line trom Douglas west with which the

9
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fault was found, as it ran through a rough,

broken country where a r0ad could
not be constructed except at very
great expeuse. The route by Pem-

broke would :1so eflect a saving of 14%
miles, with the addition of a better and
more level country, the distance heing only
217 miles, as compared with 231 by the
other route. He would like the Govern-
ment to determine on some policy as to
this piece of railway, whether they were
going to build 1t or not. Uis honorable
friend fiom Toronto considered it waste of
money to build the road from the Lake of
the Woods eastward, but he remembered
the time when that honorable gentleman
thougbt difterently

Hon. Mr. M4CPHKERSON said he had
alwiys advocated the use of the American
railways to Pembina until we could settle
the North West, and then when there was a
population m there to build the road east-
ward as rapidly as the country could afford.

Hon. Mr. SKEAD said when the Pacific
R.ilway scheme was before the country a

few years ago, the American route was not

the one that was advocated. He under-
stood the scheme to be to siart from Lake
Nipissing, and go right through with an all-
rail route 10 British Columbia. 1f the con-
tract had been given out at that time, there
would have been less trouble ahout 1t than
there1s now,and the country would have
heard nothing about the American route.
His opwnion had always been to build the
Pembina Branch at as early a
date as possible, but there was no
connection with American raillways at that
point yet. There were but three members
in this [fouse belonging to Oniario, inter-
ested 1n the Otuiwa Valey route, all the
rest wero 1nterested 1n the southern slope of
(utario. He considered, however, that
many of those gentlemen would be inde-
pendent enough to throw self -intcrest

asidle and do what was best for
the interests of their common
country, He had supported  ihe
Georgian Bay route, mot eatirely from

sectional interest, but because he believed
it was the most direct and shortest route tor
a road from ocean to ocean. Many reasons
had occurred to delay the construction of
the Georgian Bay Branch; times were hard
and the country was depressed at present,
but the route should 1.0t be condemned

at the request of a few gentlemen
who were interested in another , part
of the country. Honorable gentlemen

who desired 10 have cheap tramsporta
tion of grain from the great granaries
of the West to the seaboard would favor
the cheapest and best route by



66 Fort Francis
the Georgian Bay Branch to the poris of
Montreal, Quebec and Halifax.

Hon, Mr. READ said this House and
country were to be congratulated that for the
time bemg, at least, this monstrous scheme
ot the Georgian Bay Branch Railway was
stopped. The contract for the work had
been given out on the report of a Mr. Hazle-
wood, who appeared to be always employed
by the Government when anything was to
be done that would not bear the light ot
day. Thiasame Mr. Hazlewood had been
employed by the Government to report upon
the St. Francis Lock, and 1t was possible
that he had reported on that work in the
same way he haddone on the Georgian
Bay Branch, though it was proved that he
had never gone over the route. He hoped
the House would hear no more of this
Georgian Bay route, but that that country
should be lett as & hiding place for wolves
and bears, as it bad been for generations.
This House had last year expressed them-
selves against the Georgian Bay Branch
scheme, yet the Government, in their wis-
dom, had given out a contract for its con-
struction. That contract would not bear
the light of public exammation, and the
country wouid have to pay Mr. Foster $109,-
000 aftér 1t was abandoned. The Govern-
ment appeared to have no railway policy,
and they could not pomnt to any of their
utterances when out of power that they
could now declare to be their policy to-
day. He condemned their entire Pacifio
Railway impolicy as unworthy of statesmen
or leaders of their country., He had
broughtupthis Georgian Bay Branch question
last session, and he felt he had rendered
some service to the Dominion if he had
stopped the construction of that railway,

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL said he regretted
that on the motion tefore the House they
were called upon to discuss g0 important a
subject a8 the building of the eastern part
of the Pacific Railway and the general rail-
way policy of the Government. On a ques-
tion of this importance, silence on the part
of the members from Quebec might be mis-
understood, though they were not prepared,
on such short notice, {0 discuss the subject.
He would say, on bebalf of Quebec, that any
policy which would have the eftect of divert-
ing the Pacific Railway from conmnecting
with the railway system of that Province, mn
the Ottawa Valley, would not receive the
support of the members trom Quebec, It
the argument of the honorable gentleman
who had just spoken held good, the country
could never have a Pacific Railway, as there
were few places on the proposed route that
had not been for generations the resort of
wolves and bears, He believed the only
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Pacific Railway we ought to build was the
through route that would accommodate the
whole Dominion with the most direct line
from’ocean to ocean. It was cléar that the
whole road could not be built at one time,
but 1o propose that the eastern branch must
be abandoned was preposterous. Two years
ago, 1n the Local Legislature of Quebec, a

resolution was  passed unanimously,
asking the present Government not
to definitely locate the Georgian
Bay branch before an  examination

of the North Shore route could be made, so
as to decide upon the shortest and cheapest
Iine, without sacrificing general interest to
local. Unforiunately this fair and moder-
ate proposition bad been rejected by the
Government. The Premier declared that
he had not even réad the petition ; and an- |
other of the most influential members
amonget the supporters of the Cabinet de-
clared that this unanimous resolution of the
Local Legislature should not be taken into
consideration because it came from a mori-
bund Parliament. 1he majority in this
House of the representatives ot Quebec had,
last year, supported a motion condemning
ihe policy of the Government on the location
of the Georgian Bay Branch, not because
they agreed with their iriends of Toronto
that this part of the Pacific ought to be
abandoned, but because the location was
bad. In fact, it is now the unammous
opmion of all public men that the line
chosen was impracticable. And, 1 fact, the
Government came a few weeks after to con-
fess before this House that their policy on
that point was bad, by abandoning that
line. He would repeat that no Government
who would express their intention to aban-
don this section of the Pacitic Railway, that
is the eastern section to connect with the
railway system of Quebec, would have the
support of a single member from Quebec,
either ot this House or of the House of
Commons.

Hon. Mr. POWER protested egainst the
course pursued by the honorable gentleman
from 'loronto, Not having had the good
fortune to be present when that honorable
gentleman commenced his address, he was
puzzled 1n looking at the paper and listen-
Ing to the speech to tell what matter was
before the house, and was much relieved
when, at the clogse of the address, the reso-
lution was moved, asking for information
respecting the lock at Fort krancis. While
he was present no reference was made to
that subject by the honorable gentleman.
While a great deal of latitude might be
allowed in those debates, he submitted that
there should be some limit to 1t and some
connection between the notice on the paper
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and the speeches 1n the disoussion upon 1t.
A clergyman criticising the sermon of
another clergyman, remarked that if the
text had the small-pox the sermon would
not have been in apy danger of catching it.
The same remark applied to the notice and
address of the honorable gentleman from
‘Toronto. The object of giving noticeon the
paper was to enable the House to prepare
themselves to discuss the question. In the
present instance the notice had not that
effect, and it was complaned of on both
sides of the House as unfair. Ile had not
made any preparation to deal with the mat.
ters actually brought up in the honorable
gentleman’s speech. One line of his attack
war, that the Government had done too
much in the way of public works
on the Pacitic Railway, In another place
the leaders of the party to which the
honorable gentleman belonged, found fault
with the Government for not having spent
more In that great work. The honorable
gentieman spoke of the increase in depart-
mental expenditures, and in several in-
stances instituted a comparison between
the outlays in 1876 and 1873, That same
comparison had been instituted 1 another

Place, and the answer was that the 1ncrease
was caused by salaries paid to Civil Servants
appointed’by the late Government 1n going
out of office. He mentioned this to show
Shat 1f proper notice had been given, the
Statements of the. honorable gentleman
could be disposed of without much diffi-
culty,

_Hon. Mr. HOPE regretted that more no-
tice had not been given of the subjects
travelled oyer. T'he motion was for informa-
tion respecting the lock at Fort Francis;
the speech was a general attack on the
Policy of the Government, financially, from

‘8 rajlway point of view and otherwise. Had
onorable gentlemen known this they
Mmight have been prepared with their figures,
to see how the thing actually stood. As
ad been remarked, the increased expendi-
ture, 1n one of the departments at all
events, was caused by the number of em-
Ployees appointed by the late Government,
When they were on the point of retiring from
Ooffice. With regard to the railway policy of
e Government he understood 1t was 1n-
ended to construct a road from Lake Supe-
Tor 10 Winnipeg at the earhest possible

Moment, and they were actively engaged in

Prosecuting that work. Some forty miles
rals were laid from Fort William west-
ard, and they were busy grading and con-
8tructing a road from Winnipeg to meet 1t

b would be impossible for the Government
to manage the vast Northwest without hav-

B¢ direet communication with it through
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our territory. He considered it anything
but patriotic for the honorable member
from Toronto to say we should be content
with a road through the United States.
We may use the Pembina route in winter,
but, most assuredly, & summer road we shall
have from the waters of Lake Buperior di-
rect to Winnipeg.

Hon. Mr. READ—Do 1 understand the
honorable gentleman to say there is to be
an all-rail route?

Hon. Mr; HOPE understood there was to
be an allrail route from Fort William to

Lock.

" Winnipeg, and that the Government were

construcung it at the earliest possible
moment, For Lis part he hoped it would be
completed as early as possible. The coun-
try was pledged by the late Government to
the construction of a road from the East to
the West, within so short a time that it was
impossible to fulfil the engagement, and yet
the present administration were blamed for
unavoidable delays in locating the railway.
It took five years for the British Govern-
ment, with all their wealth and resources,
to locate the railway from Madras to Bom-
bay, in India ; yet, in this part of Lthe world,
they seemed to think a line should be
located across the continent and the track
completed in two or three years. The
Government were doing all they could, and
if  honorable gentlemen would be
patient they would find the policy of the
Government was snch as would comtmend
itselt to the approbation of the country at
large,

Bon. Mr. PENNY was very glad to see
that the honorable gentleman (Mr. Trudel),
on the opposite side of the House, could ap-
preciate the motives of those who bad been
opposing.the Georgian Bay Branch so {long
He had now discovered that the desire was
to leave the Quebec railroads, as military
engineers would catl it, ¢ n theair,’ with-
out connection with the Pacific Railway.
He was glad to see this understanding ar-
rived at at last.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON said that his
objection to the rcad was this—1t should
be made by the locality, as other roads were
built 1n Ontario, and noé by the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. PENNY thought the under-
standing was perfect. The object was to
prevent the Quebec lmnes from connecting
with the Pacific Kailway except by roads
built with local subscriptions and by Gov-
ernment ; but he was perfectly certain there
was not a man in Lower Canada who would
support any Government!with such a policy.
The Government, wisely or unwisely, thought
it was best to have the connection made
with the Pacific Rallway on the south side
of the Ottawa. His honorable friend Mer.
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Trudel thought it should be on the north;
but all Lower Canada knew that in some
shepe it had been part ot the general Pacific
Raillway schemes from the fiist. If at any
time the Government should abandon tbat
policy, except merely as & matter of post-
ponement for financial reasons, all he could
say was, they would commit a breach of
faith and violate a pledge given by the pre-
ceding administration. Everyone knows
the Northern Colonizition Railroad was
undertakeh on a very plain undcrstanding
with the late Government that this connec-
tion with the Pacific Rallway was to be
aided by the Government, and the only
question which arose in the discussion 1
the tiouse of Commons three years azo, on
this question, was wiiether Sir Geo. Cartier
had pledged himselt in such a way as to
fix the ;oute on a particulur side,

Hon. Mr. McMASTER thought the course-
foliowed by the honoratle gentleman from
Toronto was unusual and unfair. He had
taken many members by surprise, and they
could have met several points successfuily
bad proper time been given them to pre-
pare for the detate. ‘Lhe cowparison 1nsti-
tuted between 1873, and 1875 and 1376, was
euntirely untair and unreasonable. In the
first place the late Government went out of
office 1n November, 1873, and their succes-
5018 were acting upon their estimates. He
did not want 1t 10 be understood he was
cither *defending or finding fault with any
Government, but he liked 10 see what wus
fair.  He hoped the honoratle gentleman
from Ouiawa would not supposs every one
from ‘Toronto was so strongly opposed to
the Ott.wa region. Tncy ought to rise
above those locil considerations.

Hon, Mr. SKEAD—I am glad to hear you
EAY BO.

Hon. Mr McMAS/{ER said he would vote
on ullquestio s coming belore the Senate 1n
the way he believed to be in the interest of
the country. With regard to the ncreased
expenditure 1n the deparuments, he knew
that 1t was partly due to appointments
made by the late Government. He knew
large esiatlishments 1n which parties were
appointed who had no:hiag whatever to do,
and it they had to work, were utierly incom
petent to do 1t. In the Postoftice Depart.
ment, it wus necessiary to open new oflices
continually, and mncresed expense was un-
avoidable. The same might be said with
reference to the Customs Department, and
in the Public Works there was a vast
expenditure in comaection with the sur-
veys.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—I did not
allude to that at all.

Hon, Mr. McMASTER—At all events,

Fort Francis
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with regard to the matlers alluded to, if
time had buen given to go into figures and
make a fair comparison, it would not appear
80 unfavorable to this Government as tbe
honorable gentleman had sought to make
the House believe. He concurred in the
opinion that it was absolutely necessary, in
the present stite of the country, for
the Government and everyone to he as
economical as possible, but it must be borne
in mind the Dominlon is pledged to build
the Pucitic Rallway.

Hon. Mr. CARRALL—Which you repu-
diate.

Hon. Mr. McMASIER—Excuse me, I do
not repudiate it, 1f we were not pledged
to it 1 should hold a very difterent view of
the project. I opposed the Esquimalt
Nanaimo branch, and I1n connection with
this 1 wish to make an explanation. In-
smuatlons have been made that my vote on
that occasion was influenced. 1 car tell
honorable gentlemen no man spoke to me
with reference to that vote. I gave it
independently. When 1 say no one spoke
to me, I me:n no one sought to influence
me to vote aganst the measure, though
tiiere were parties who wished me to vote
the other way. Atter hearing the debate
on the Bill I could not conscientiously vote
for 1t.

Hon. Mr. CARRALL—Dud you not chenge
your vote next morning on the minutes ?

Hon. Mr. MoMASTEE—No, I did not ; but
there was some inaccuracy on the part of
the clerk in recording the vote, which was
subsequently corrected.

Hon. Mr. KREAD -1 saw the honorable
gentleman stand up and vote against the
measure.

Hon. Mr, McM ASTER—If the same ques-
tion was betore the House again I would pur-
sue the same course, but I do not wish it to be
understood 1 would vote agninst the con.
struction of the Paci‘ic Railway in reasonable
time.

Hon. Mr. SKEAD—And the Georgian Bay
Branch,

Houn. Mr. MoMASTER—When the whole
of the facts are before us [ will give my views
on that project.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON said nothing
could be further (rom his intention than to
take the House by surprise. It was difficult
to bring tinancial questions hefore this House
on clear motions. His address was for

estimates of the proposed eXpendi-
ture at Fort Francis lock, which
terly brought up the whole

subject, that expenditure being charged as
part of the outlay on the Pacilic Railway.
He had shown that the work on this lock
was undertaken without intormation, That
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brought him to the Pacific Railway proper,
and honorable gentlemen wou!d remember
in the debate on the address ha had given
notice he would bring the matter up again,
‘I'he practice ot the House was to move for
some address which allowed very great
latitude in discussions. It was convenient
to be able to discuss important questions in
this way which, if the House were governed
by striet rules, could not be discussed by
them at all. 'T'he honorable gentleman from
Montreal spoke of some understanding
which he thought existed on the subject.
If o, it was aliogether on his (Mr. Penny’s)
8ide ; he (Mr. Macpherson) spoke for no one
but himself. (ne or two honorable gentle-
men had informed the House of what his
political friends had said in another ylace,
Honorable gentiemen would remember that
two or three sessions ago the gentlemen who
were now represented as his political
friends thought him anything but friendly.
He had never been a strict party man in
this House, but was so constituted that
Perhaps he naturally belonged to the Oppo -
sition for the time being, irrespective ot 1ts
party name. It would bave given him very
much greater pleasure if he could have
commended the Government for redeeming
their promises and pursuing a policy of re.
trenchment. He believed it was necess ry,
In the interest of the country, to bring the
figures he Lad submitted betore the House
&nd country. If the expenditures were
hecessary, let the necessity be shown ; it
Not, the Government should feel the eyes ot
the country were on taem and they must
Tetrench. He h«d brought up these ques-
tions properly, 4nd he had pointed out
Where expenditure had been extravagant
and unwise, He felt it his duty to call at-
tention 10 this,
Hon. Mr. WARK suggested that the de
bate should be adjourned, in order to give
onorable gentlemen an opportunity to an.
Swer the statements of the honorable Sena-
tor from ‘Foronto.
Hon. Mr. A1IKENS said he desired to
Make a few remarks on the motion before
the House. fle could not conceive why it
Was that the Government should proceed
With this large expenditure at Fort Francis
Ock, a work which would occupy at least
two, but more likely three years, to com-
Plete, if they had determined on buildng an
all rail route from Thunder Bay to Winni.
Peg. He would call attention to the state.
Went of the engineer In charge of this work,
"It is probable that most of the work will
® completed 10 the course of the next two
Years, providing that 1t can be carried on
Successfully during the winter.” During
@ last two years there had been expend.

[FeBRUARY 21, 1877.]

Lock. 69

ed on that lock between $108,000 and $109,-
000, and 1f it depended on the work being
carried on successfully i the winter whether
it should be completed in two years, he
would ask honorable gentlemen 1f it was
evidence of common sense when the Gov-
ernment had determined on an all-rsil
route, that this large expenditure should be
continued. A part of the road from Selkirk
to Cross Lake, 77 miles, already was graded,
and the section between Cross Lake and Rat
Portage had been put under contract re-
cently, If they could not get the
benefit o/ this lock for three years,
it was likely the railway, if vigor-
ously pushed wonld nearly be built
in that time, so that 1t seemed to him to be
an uccommonly strange and unsound
policy, for the Government to pursue m the
face of this report—the lock would cost a
quarter of a million of dollars. In addition
to that there were other works required to
make the lock and the water stretches
avatlable, so thai he bad not the slightest
hesitation 1n saying that there would be at
ieast from $300,000 to $400,000 expended on
these water stretches, which, so soon as the
railway was built, would Le uselessas a
through route to the North West. Rainy
River was the boundary between the United
States and Canada, and, 1t the object was to
improve the navigation for the benefit of the
United States, let the Government say so,
that the country m y know 1t. For the
land in that section ot Canada, available for
settlement, improvements usiready made
would be sutlicient, Under the circumstances
he thought the objection by the honorable
gentleman from Toronto to this expenditure
was well taken, because the railway would,
or ought to be, completed as soon as the
lock, and then this outl:y would be entirely
useless. The honorable gentleman from
Hamilton had come to the support of the
Government on this question, and had made
a statement to the etfoct that 42 miles of
the road from Thunder Bay west had been
1a1d with rails, which he was glad to bear
but the report of the Minister of Puble’
Works does not go so far. It says: “From .
Fort Willlam to Sunshine Creek, contract
(No. 13) 32} miles, about one half the work
is completed. 2. Continuation to English
River, contract (No. 25) 80 miles, This con-
tract was entered 1nto on June Tth, and

very little work has been done,”” He
could not understand how there
could be 42 miles laxd with

rails when there were only 32} miles
under contract, with one half of the work
done in July last, and no rais could be laid
on the second contract unul the first was
completed, which did not extend over that
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distance. He would be extremely gratified
to know that 42 miles—or 142 miles of the
new rails had been laid for that matter, but
he thought the honorable gentleman was
out in his figures.  While he was in favor of
the all-rail route, he was not in favor of the
prosecution of this work at Fort Francis
until they were assured that the country
would derive some tangible benefit from the
money to Le expended.

Hon. Mr. BCOTT said he did not at all
object to his honorable friend from Toronto
introducing the very varied debate he had
brovght betore the Senate to-day, inasmuch
as 1t led up to a discussion on a very 1m-
portant question, which he had no doubt
would now be followed up. Inreference to
the comparative statement which he had
given to this House, he would take a very
early day to look up the figures, and bein a
position to confute the argument of the
honorable gentleman. He thought he
would be able not only to satisty
the honarable Senator, but a very consider-
able number of the members of this
Chamber, that the honorable gentleman
was wrong in his premises, and that he was
still further wrong 1n his conclusions. The
honorable gentleman was upjust in the
manner in which he had alluded to a por-
tion of the expenditure of 18734, and he
thought he would be able to show him that
the expenditure of that year was fairly
chargeable to the late Administration, and
therefore the standard he took—the year
1872—tor the comparison of the expendi-
tures in the year 1875 and subsequent years,
was not & correct one. The Government,
when they came mto power, had been com.
mitted to certain increases 1n salaries and
certain new appointments made by their
predecessors—expenses that the incoming
Administration, were they ever so anxious
10 reduce, could not evade. The honorable
gentleman would remember, from the
papers that had been brought down from
time to time, that long after the estimates
for 18734 had been framed, considerable
increases were made which were not author-
.1zed by vote of Parliament; that new ap-
pointments were made, and the present
Government had to tace a very coneiderable
inorease In the civil government of this
country that could not be considered 1n ac-
cordance with its coustitution. It was a
delicate thing for the new Government to
undertske to override those apppolnments,
as it is never a pleasant task to turn
gentlemen out of office. Although they
did cancel a considerable number of appoint-
ments, still t'e number made by the late
Administration made them responsible for

the large increase In civil government, The
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present Government were, of course, re-
sponsible for the increases 1n succeeding
vears, but he thought ho would be able to
show that such 1ncreases were entirsly justi-
fiable, and 1f they were not, then the hon-
orable gentleman would have the satisfac-
tion of condemning the Government on a
matter of considerable mmportance. He
thought it was the duty of the honorable
gentleman, a8 well as the duty of every hon-
orable member of this House, to call
the attention ot the Government of the
day to any expenditure  which
they considered 1mproper or excsssive, He
would make a few observations in reference
to the particular object of . his honorable
friend’s address, It was known that the
expenditure on what was known as the
Dawson route had always been conducted
by the Govornment and not under any
special contract, and that expenditure was
very considerable. After the establishment
of a Government in Manitoba, 1t was con-
sidered advisable to have communication
with the North West through our own terri-
tory, and a large expenditure was under-
taken to open up the Duwson route. :After
the change ot Government, the Premier
announced at Sarnia tho policy of the ad-
ministration on  that subject, and
the expenditure now being made
was in accordance with the policy
laid down in that speech, The dis-
tance between Lake Superior and Wnnipeg
was about 403 miles all-rail route. Of this
distance 228 miles were now under contract.
The first portion of the line from Fort
William west to Lac de Mille Lacs, 1t was
believed, from the information before the
Government, would be completed before
the end of the present year. The distance
from Lacde Mille Lacs to Rainy Lake was
not very great, and thers were only two or
three very short portages on that route,
From Rainy Lake water communication was
used through Rainy River to Lake of the
Woodsup to North West Angle, and this
lock at Fort Francis was intended
to make that communication perfect from
the east end of Rainy Lake to Lake of the
Woods-—a couple of hundred miles. The
railway was under contract from Rat Por-

‘tage to Winnipeg,1a two sections, the last

of which was put under contract a few days
ago.
gHon. Mr. MACPHERSQN-—Tbhat is sec-
tion fifteen, .
Hon. Mr. SCOTT siid he thought so; at
all events, these two sections would bring
them east to Lake of the Woods, Then
they had water and rail communication,
already described, east to Thuunder Bay.
There was a gap from Rat Portage to
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the wesierly end of the contract
leadng from  Fort Wilham of 180
mileg, which was notunder contract. That

section would cost a very considerable
amount of money, and the impression
seemed to be that it would bedesirable to
provide this water way in order toeave,atall
events, for some lew years, the expense of
constructing this 180 miles of rallway, the
cost of which was estimated at $30,000 to
$40,000 per mile. The railways now being
constructed would, of course, be available
when the 18) miles link was constructed.
He would put it to the sense of the House
whether it would mnot be  better
to utilize those waler stretches tor
some years, even at an expense of
$200,000 or $300,000, than to ncur the
expenditure of six millions of dollars and the
postponement of communication until this
180 miles of road were built, Although the
Government had decided upon adopting an
all-ta1l route they did not intend to put the
whole line under contract at once. He
woull take an opportunity during the
session to discuss the reference of his honor-
able friend from Toronto to the cost of Civil
Government.

lon. Mr. SKEAD asked the Homnorable
Secretary of State to give the House
80me early information respecting the cou-
struction of the Georgeon Bay Branch.

‘'he Address was carried and the House
adjourned at 6.10 p.m,

L)
THURsDAY, Feb. 22nd.

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 p.ra.
After routine, .

NEW BILLS.

. Hon. Mr. DICKEY 1ntroduced a bill en-
titled ¢ An Act for the relief ot Mary Jane
Bates ;" also a bill entitled ¢ An Act for the
Telief of Martha Jemima Hawkshaw Holli-
Well.”

Hon. Mr. READ mtroduced a bill entitled
‘“An Act 10 extend the law as to carrying
dangerous weapons.”’

Un motion of Hon. Mr. MILLER, the time

Or receiving private bills was extended
untl the 5.h of March,

THE RINDERPEST.

Hon. Mr. READ called the attention of
the honorable Minister of Agriculture to the
1act that the rinderpest had been making
1ts appearance in Europe 1a places where it

ad not been before for years. English
Dewspapers stated that it had appeared
ermany and Russia, and active measures
Were being taken, especially in England, to
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stamp 1t out. France had also taken pre-
cautions to prevent the iraportation ot cat-
tle trom England and Germany, Russia and .
Belgium. He was not aware of what was
being done in the United States, but as
they all knew that tbis pest had created
great devastation in 1869, 1t was a muatter
that regnired attention. “

Hon. Mr. PELLETIER said he was very
glad his honorable friend bhad brought this
matier before the House. IHe had secr®
something of 1t in the papers, and he was
sure the Government would give 1t due con-
sideration. He believed that there was an
order in Council establishing quarantine for
that purpose at Quebec.

ST. PETER'S CANAL.

Hon. Mr. MILLER moved that an humble
address be presented to His Excellency the
Governor-General, praying that His Excel-
lency will cause to be laid before this House,
copies of all correspondence, Orders in
Council, and contracts entered into during
the past year'in relatien to the enlargement
of St. Pefer’s Canal, in the Island of Cape
Brelon. He regreited once more being
compelled to bring the subject of St, Peter’s
Canal before this louse. Since he first
had the honor of a seat in this body he had
on several occasions advscated the enlarge-
ment of that 1mportant work, and he had
been in hopes that the action taken & few
years ago would have placed the
queastion on a satisfactory footing, and that
the just expectations of the people ot Cape
Breton respecting it would be realized, It
was a question on which a very large portion
of Nova Scotia felt deeply interested, and
one in regard to which the conduct of the
Government for the past year had caused
much dissatisfaction, and eveu a very strong
feeling ot irritation. The St. Peter’s Canal,
as the House had been often told, was a
small canal of about a balf & mile 1n length,
connecting the inland wafters of Cape Breton
with the Atlantic on 1ts eastern and
southern coast. Reference to the Insp of
Nova Scotia would aftord ample proof of the
desirability of the communication which the
canal was intended to supply in the interest
of the general trade of the country—even
1f Cape Breton itself had not strong claims
on the Government for the adequate
improvement of this work on other grounds.
The couniry Was one of the oldest
settled portions of the Dominion
with a population of something like 100,000
souls engaged in the mining, tishing and
shipping interests, which contributed so
largely to the revenue of the Dominion,
Notwithstanding the very considerabie
amount of taxation which the island was
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called upon to contribute to the public trea-
sury, it had no public works ot any import-
ance undertaken within 1ts limits, except
St. Peter's Canal. Though they had been
called upon for years before Confederation
to contribute their share towards the con-
struction of all public works, and more es«
pecially railtvays in Nova Scotia, and since
Confederation, to the railroads ot the Do-
minion generally, they had no railway on
the lsland of Cape Breton; therefore they
had strong and peculiar claims on the
Government of the Dommion for such
works as were immediately required for the
development ot their resources, the pro-
motion of their trade, and the fostering of
the important industries which exist within
their borders. At least one-half the coal
interest of Nova Scotia was to be found
mn the Island of Cape Breton, and this in-
dustry, he was sorry to say, was now In &
seriously depressed condition, though look-
ing forwara hopelully to a brighter future.
They had lirge and important fisheries, but
the industry that was ultimately expected
to contribute most to the permanent pros-
perity of the 1sland was the coal trade. and
anything that would tend to assist or facili-
tate*that industry was a benefit to theentire
Province. About fifty years ugo the St.Peter's
canal scheme was firsy agitated 1n Cape Bre-
too, in order to avoid the dangerous naviga-
tion ot the eastern and southern coast in
rough and foggy weather, but chiefly then
{o tacilitate 1nternal communication with
the 18land, and to develope locat trade by
the use of the inland waters of the island.
The Government of Nova Scotia, about
thirteen years ago, a Government of which
an honorable gentleman who now occupies
a prominent position jin the other House,
was leading member (Hon. Dr. Tupper) took
hold of that public work 1n an earnest man-
ner, for the first time, and opened the
canal. Owing to the peculiar circumstances
of the Province before 1859, thia coal trade
was greatly crippled, but under the aus-
pices of the Cabinet of which the same hon-
erable gentieman was a prominent member,
it not the leader, the coal monopoly
of the Duke of York was broken up, and the
mines became the property of Nova Scotia.
After that any person who found a coal
mine on the island was entitled, on pay-
ment of & sum, to all the coal he couid dis-
cover. The destruction of the coal mono-
poly greatly fostered the deveiopment of
that industry, and added to the necessity
tor a ship canal at St. Peters.
'The Government of Nova Scotia, 1n 1864,
carrted &  bill  through, providing
for the construction of St. Peter's Canal.
1t might be asked why was the
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canal not constructed with suffictent
capaclly to meet the requirements
ot the trade, The reison  was

the friends of the enterprise did not anti-
cipate, years ago, when the plans were de-
cided on,such an increase In trade and
populatioa as had t.ken place, nor were all
the resources of the Island then known as
they now are. But the Legislature of
Nova Scotia considered the under-
taking of such importance that they
expended nearly $300,000 in  eon-
gtructing the canal with 13 feet of water,
and alockof 120 feetin length and 26 feet
in width. The canal was opened for traffic
1n 1866 or’67, and it was not long open be-
fore the anticipations of its friends were
tully realized in respect to its value and re-
sults, and the anticipations of 1ts enemies
were as fully dicappointed. It was a great
advantage t0 all the chief interests of
the Island. A voyage could be made much
more quickly and safely through the canal
and by the inland waters while an adverse
wind prevailed outside. It was some time
before the (Government of Sir John A. Mac-
donald could be got to listen to any de-
mand for the enlargement of the canal, but
the people of Cape Breton did not blame
them, s 1t was only opened 1 1867, aud it
was simply right and proper that a few
years of experience of the trade which the
canal called into existence should l:pse be-
fore the Government should be asked to en-
large tbe work. lhe subject was agitated,
however, and a pressure wae brought to
bear on the Cabnet, until m 1873 Mr.
Perley, a gentleman than whom perhaps
there was none 1n the Dominion more com-
peteut for the woik, was sent down
to make a suirvey of the ca.nal, reporton
the advisability ot lmproving it, and the
nature and extent of the improvements re-
quired. Sometimes the course adopted by
a Government when they wanted to Kill »
public work, was to send a hostile engineer
to report, and under cover of his report kill
1t off; but he would do the late Government
the justice to say that they had done
nothing of the kind.  There was a general
feeling of satisfaction at the .selection of
Mr. Perley, who was conversant with the
country, its trade and its requirements. - He
completed the survey in the summer of
1873, but bemng actively engaged on outside
service he delayed making his report until
the winter season, when office work was
generally done, and 1t could only have been
completed after the present Government
came into0 power, as it was dated in 1874.
The report was made in time to enable the
(Government to make provision in the
estimates for the commencement of the
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work., During the session the plans of sur-
vey and other papers were suhmitted to the
touse of Commons, and the sum ot $75,000
was placed in the estimates m order to
initiate the enlargement. So far the action
of this Government respecting St. Peter’s
Canal was satisfactory. During that session
he h-d put questions to ministcra on the
floor ot this House respecting the :anal,
and those questions were always based on
Mr. Periey’s report and estimates made in
relation to them, and he was assured by
the leader of the Government in this House
that it was their intention to enlarge
the canal according to those plans and esti-
mates. The representatives of Nova Scotia
1o the Commons were also given similar as-
surances, to the great sitisfaction of the
people of the whole island. The following
8eason, however, passed and nothing further
was done. The next session various ex.
cuses were given for the delsy in commenc.
Ing the work, and they were assured that
80 80on as the season of 1-75 opened the
work would be prosecuted vigorously. But
after Parliament rose, although the mem
bers from Nova Scotia had been given to
understand that it was the intention of the
Government to proceed with the work on
Mr. Perley’s estimates, no sooner had they
gone to their homes than they found the
Government had 1nitiated a new policy.
Without consulting with the members fiom
that Province, or with anybody competent
to offer advice, the Minister of Public Works,
In the plenitude of his power and self sufhi-
ciency, drew his pen through Mr. Perloy’s
leport, and wiped the scheme of that gen-
tleman out of existence, substituting one of
18 own. Mr., Perley’s recommendation
Was that the canal should be enlarged to
5 feet in width, 15} feet in depth, with a
lock of 230 feet; but the Government un-
dertook, without the authonity of Parha-
lent, to reduce the proposed size of the
Canal by 19 feet n width and one foot in

depth, ~ leaving  the  depth 14}
feet, and called for contracts un-
der this amended scheme. There

Wag a general feeling of mdignation all over
f&pe Breton at this high-handed, unjust and
Impolitic act. Remonstrance was made in
oth Houses last session, but the Govern-
Ment gave very little satisfaction on the
Matter, The Government were shown that
l}ey would be wasting a large sum, perhaps
$200,000 of the public money, unless they
Proceeded according to Mr. Periey’s report,
€Ciuse the amended scheme would not
Meet the requirements of the country apd
® people would agitate fora larger schenie
until they would somo day find the Govern.
Weng otlthe day in a tight corner, and gain
0
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their end. Pressure would then be brought
to bear—they all knew how thosa things
were done—and they would be compelled
to spend another $200000 or $300,000 in
agamn enlarging the canal, when, perhaps,
£60,000 or $100,000, in addition to what they
now intendel to expend, would suffice,1f
Mr. Perley’s plan were adopted; and less
than the depth that gentleman recommend-
ed would be useless. There were some
slight hopes held out last ses:ion in conge-
quence of tha storm of indignation thit the
high-handed conduct of the Premier had
aroused in Parliament that the action of
the Government would be reconsidered,
but he believed another cause led to its re-
consideration, During recess, however, an
Order-in-Council was passed enlarging the
canal, it was believed, at the time, in Cape
Breton, to the dimensions spectfied in Mr,
Perley’s report. He did not know whether
this Government was a one-man power or a
twc.man power, hut evidently the Ministers
in this I{ouse had little power, and their
utterances in regard to the canal
had all proved worthless. The ponsition
of the Ministers in this House was, perhaps,
less the:r fault than their misfortune ; and
perhaps one shouid not be too hard on
them. This Order in Council was
passed at a time when an election for
the House of Commons was anticipated
in a constituency in the Island of Cape
Breton that was deeply interested 1n this
canal,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—What is the date of
that election ?

Hon. Mr. MILLER said the returns were
made in the honorable gentleman’s own
office and he should know when the elec.
tion had taken place. CShortly afier the
telegrams announcing the Order in Council
for the enlargement of the canal, had ap-
peared in the Nova Scotia papers—though
of the extent of the enlargement the people
were kept in 1gnorance until afier the elec-
tion—-the election iook place. 1t wasa
significint circumstance, but he would not
state that the Order n Council had anything
to do with the election. Who would charge
the Ministry with taking aby interest in
elections ? Only those who would charge
an honorable gentleman with having, before
his seat was warm in this House, deserted
bis duties to Parliament to cinvass his late
constituency—he did not regret to say,
with very littlesuccess | Who would charge
the present Government with abusing their
power or_their position to unfairly influence
the elections ? None but a corruptionist
would mnsinuate anything so wicked against
these immacuiate gentlemen. He merely
referred to the ccincidence of the events.

Canal.
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No one in this country would suppose those
honorable gentlemen would descend from
therr lofty position to intertere in matters
80 much beneath them. The power of the
Government was tested, however, in that
constituency under the most favcerable con-
ditions, and the result was as uusatisfactory
as it was unexpected to them, When this
telegram was published in the Hahfax
papers a geueral hope was expressed in
Cape Breton that the original scheme of
enlargement at least was 10 be followed,
but they found the enlargement was merely
in width, and not in depth which was most
needed, that the alteration was to be
made.

Hon. Mr.
next election.

Hon. Mr. MILLER thought if it were left
until then neither St. Peter's Canal or galt.
petre would save the Government in that
section. This canal was different from
those in Ontario and Quebec, which were
built to accommodate river hoats, To be of
any use it must be sufliciently deep to
admit ot the passage of vessels engaged
the coal trade. 1t should be not less than
eighteen feet in depth to meet the require.
ments of trade in Cape Breton, but 16 feet
might satisfy the people. It was folly to build
the canal on the altered plan. The
result would e that 1t would soon be tound
vecessary to further enlarge it. 1f the
Minister of Public Works had pnot been
above seeking or accepting advice from the
representatives of Cape Breton, he would
not have commniitted this mistake. The
alteration in width would cost’ more than
an additional foot in depth, while the lat-
ter change was what was most needed. He
hoped it was not too late for the Govern-
ment to reconsider the matter. The Min-
ister ot Publioc. Works had evidently been
guided by incorrect information. He had
given as his reason’ for changing the orn-
ginal plan of enlargement,that the,approach
to the canal on Bay St. Pecer side, only &l-
lowed fourteen feet of water at low water,
and consequently 1t would be useless to
deepen the canal to more than fourteen
and a half feet. That was incorrect, and
the Government were culpable of great neg-
ligence 1n not acquainting themselves suffi«
ciently with the matter belore undertaking
the work. Instead of only fourteen feet,
thereis tweniy.lour teet of water on the
shoals at low water, and the average tide
being four feet. there 1s a depth of twenty-
eight feet at high water, at anchorage. This
had been proved by Commodore Worgan,
of Her Majesty’'s navy, who hLad made
a survey last seacon, and reported as
follows :—

St. Peter's

MACPHERSON—Wait until
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To Messrs, M. McRae, M. P, P., and others :

GENTLEMEN,—I beg to enclose the follow-
ing repnrt of survey made by me, with your
mstructions, of the ship channel, bar and
sound shoal in St. Peter’s Bay.

The accompanying planshows the chan-
nel with the depth in feet at low water, and
the shoals in the immediate vicinity of the
same, The channel, it will be observed, is
circuitous, but not remarkably so, and
there are no existing objects suitably placed
for the guidance of ships approaching the
anchorage or canal.

1 find, however, & channel twenty.four
feet 1n depth to run from the entrance of
the bay to the anchorage, and ehould re
commend that at a future date another sur-
vey be made and buoys laid down, or, betier
still, that landmarks be placed on shore to
avoid the necessity of rewoving the buoys
in winter, for the guidance of _vessels
through the channel. In making the sur
vey it was necessary to lay down temporary
buoys, and I found that five were amply
sutficient to mark the channel, which would
enable ships drawing less than twenty-four
feet of water toapproach the canal without
danger. 1 mayadd that I am of ~opinion
that by means of dredging, the channel
might be made more direct, as the bottom
appears to be composed of mud and sand,
with rock in some places. The average rise
and fall of the water appears to be about
four feet, which gives a depth of twenty-
eight feet in the channel at high water, I
am,

Your obedient servant,

Pair H. Woxkean,
Com. R. N,,D. L. Suryeyor,

Here was a report by a gentleman com-
petent to make the survey. and who was a
disinterested authority. It wasa complete
contradiction, as everyone familiar with the
locality knew, to the contention of the
Minisier of Public Works, and he sincerely
hoped 1he Premier would rectify the great
mistake he had made. It should be
remembered that Uape Breton possesses no
rallway or other large public work, that the
Island contributed very lsrgely to the pub -
lic revenue and received very little m
return, and that it was therefore entitled to
special consideration. The people of Cape
Breton were easily satisfied, yet, like the
British Columbians, they had good reason
to complain of the treatment they were
getting from the present Government. The
subsidy which Nova Scotia had been receiv-
ing for the last ten years was about expir-
g, and they were assured by the Govern
ment it would not be renewed, though he
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believed it should be. When this was borne
in mind, ynd when it was considered that
the whole tendency of taxation by the pre-
sent Finance Minister was towards an un-
fair pressure on the Maritime Provinces,
their shipping being #taxed, theiwr coal
lndusiry not encouraged, while they
were called upon to support the
petroleum 1nterest of Ontario, also tea,
which  tkey used more generally
than farmers, because they had nothing
else to drink, all taxed—where they found
all this, they were entitled to some consider-
ation, and it was unfair that the Government
should i1educe the sizs of this important
work when millions could be borrowed so
easily tor undertakings 1n other portions of
the Dominion. He appealed to the Govern-
ment to take the peculiar circumstances of
Cape Breton into their serious consideration,
and concluded by expressing a strong hope
that they would yet-——and before 1t was too
late, decide to deepen St. Peter's Canal and
meet the wishes of the people and the
Tequirements of the trade of the country.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT was quite prepared to
concede this was 3 very important work in
the eyes of the people of Cape Breton, and
1t might be that its construction was due to
them, but the hon. gentleman had not
treated the subject 1n a liberal spirit. He
had chsrged the Government with a breach
of faith ; tnat they had neglected a work to
which they were committed or had been
committed by their predecessors, Now,
neither of these propositions was substatial-
ly true. Ashe had stated on a former oc-
casion, he had been unable to find any evi-
dence whatever that Sir John Macdonald's
Government was committed in any degree
to the construction of this canal. Members
of the Government might have individually
expressed an opinion favorable to it, but he
did not think there was any Order in Coun-
cil, and certainly there was no vote of Par-
liament committing the Government to 1t.

- Hon. Mr. MILLER—I did notsay there
was,

Hon, Mr, SCOTT—Thaft was the spint in
which the hon. gentleman discussed it.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—I said before the late
Government went out of office they sent

r. Perley down. That 1s all 1 said.

., Hon. Mr. SCOI'T said everyone knew the
Government was constantly asking for such
Information from engineers and others capa-
ble of giving it, but that did not commit
them to anything, He denied that the late
Government ever undertook to enlarge this
canal, Mr, Perley sent in a report suggest.
Ing that this canal could. be improved in a
Certain way, The view most engineers take
of such works is to enlarge them to the ut-
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most capacity. Every foot of extra depth
means 80 many additional thousands of dol-
lars. The Government believed in enlarging
the canal to a certain extent. The honor-
able gentleman sought to make a point that
1t was stated last year the contract would
not be departed from. At that time it was
the opinion of the Government it would not,
the expenditure having been fixed at $200,-
000, and it was not their intention to go fur-
ther. Owing to representations made by the
honorable gentleman himselt. and other
representalives of Cape Breton, the Govern«~
ment decided to make the canal wider. On
the i3th of June an Order 1n Council was
passed to increase the width, ata cost of
some forty or fifty thousand dollars extra.
Before that was done there must have been
correspondence with the contractor, and no
doubt it was commenced immediately atter
Parliament rose. Immediately after the
session, he believed, there was an informal
discussion with the representatives of Cape
Breton, and it was thought desirable to meet
their wishes as far ns possible. It was en-
tirely unjust to couple the enlargement of
this canal with the election in Victoria. It
never ocourred to his mind and the state-
ment came as ashock to him. He had never
dreamed of such a thing. The election
arose by the appointment of Mr. Tremaine
to a Jjudgeship, and 1t was not known 1n June,
when this Order 1 Council was passed, that
the county would be opened. :

Hon, Mr. MILLER—Was there no proba.
bility of opening any-county in Cape Breton
at that time? )

Hon. Mr. SCOIT—1 really cannot say.
The election took place in September, and
the order was passed in the beginning of
June, when there was no thought of mak-
ing Mr. iremaine a judge. The papers
will be brought down, of course. Certainly
the Government are not in any way to
blame for delays that may have occurred.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—I heg to say, with re-
gard to the contractor, [ have not for a mo-
ment reflected on him. On the contrary, I
believe he has given every satisfaction,

Hon. Mr. BUURINOUT said hé would not
offer aremark on this subject Were 1t not
for the deep interest he felt in the work.
He had taken an sotive part, not onlyn
this Chamber, but in the Legislature of Nova
Scotia, to further the success of the under-
taking. 1f the Government knew the feel-
ing 1n Cape Breton onp this subject, they
would not be surprised at t(he warmth of
the representatives of the Island in discuss-
mgit. He hoped the Government would
reconsider their contract with Mr. Tuck,
and anlarge the canal to the extent origin-
ally intended, and which was rendered
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necessary by the requirements of the coun-
try.

The motion was carried.

THE FHIPPING OFFIOER OF LUNENBURG.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH moved ¢ that an
humble address be presented to His Excel-
lency the Governor-General, praymng that
His Excellency will be pleased to cause to
be lawd before this House, copies of all cor-
respondence that has taken place with the
Government Or any memoer or department
thereof relative to the appointing last year
of Joseph Creighton, Shipping OHicer for the
port ot Lunenburg, Nova Scotia.” He said
he thought he would be able to show this
was a vile piece of political oppression, and
the most scandalous abuse ot political in-
fluence ever perpetrated 1n this country.
His object in bringing up this matter was to
show thata most worthy oflictal in the
County of Lunenburg had been dismissed
by this Government to make way for a vile,
disreputable man of whose character they
had tull notice, and who was wholly dis-
qualified from his bad morals to hold such
or any position, a creature both feared and
shunned in the community he lived 1n. The
Government did not take a manly, honest
or honorable course to deprive Mr. Young
of his position, but by a suabterfuge 1ncor-
porated the oftice wiith the Customs’ Depart-
ment and subsequently handed it over to
the man whose character has been given
and whose name was mentioned in the motion
now before the House The Government
had here 1n this Senate been warned 1n ad-
vance that that man was utterly unfit for
the office—and his uppointment would
disgrace the public service. He (Mr.
Kaulbach) had mformed the Government
that whilst absent on duty in the Local
Legsiature this man had his (Mr. Kaul-
bach’s) name forged to a telegrsm and sent
t4 & magistrate to escape from lines 1mpos.
ed by said magistrate for which a warrant
had been 1ssued, and wis othesrwise untit to
be recognized in the social community. In
the session of 1875, he (Mr. Kaulhach) had
moved a vcte of censurs upon the Govern
ment for dismissing ** John Morish, seizing
an i pre entative officer, and Wilham Young,
shipping master of the Port ot Lunenburg,4
and Caspar Schwartz, lighthouse keeper, of
Green lsland, without the Government pos-
gessing a full knowledge of all the facis of
the cise, and not for misconduct or incapa-
city.” 'The Government at that time stated
they bad no fault to find with Wiiliam
Young, but it w83 in the 1nterest of the pub-
lic service the office had been incorporated
with the cusioms, and no other appoint-

[SENATE.]

mert would be!made. On receiving this

Officer of Lunenburg.

assurance, at the desire of his honorable
friend the Secretary of State, he withdrew
the motion, which doubtiess otherwise
would have been carrited. Not many
months elapsed before the Government fla.
grantly violated their policy and those
pledges given in this Senate, and privately
to him by tue Minsster of Marine apd Fish-
eries, to whom he stated the case, the
action taken in the Senate and the pledges
there given by the Government. Yet they
appointed the very m.n against whom they
bhad been warned, thus sacrificing their
avowed public policy and thetr clear and
emphatic pledges and promises made in
this House. Hae called attention to the fol-
lowing extracts from the debate which took
place ou his motion in 1875, which would he
suffictent to condemn the Government. He
said, at that time, ‘‘his object was not to
embarrass the Government, but to speak
with a view to the interest of the couniry,
and to the wvindication of officers, trust-
worthy public servants, now dismissed, who
had discharged their duty faithfully and to
the public advantage.”” Mr., Yourg's ap-
pomntment and dismissal were referred to as
follows —he read from page 582:—¢ Mr.
Young stood high n the community (&
sober and respeciable man) who did
much to build up the town. He had
sarrificed his vessel and cargo to rescue the
passengers of the Allan's steamer Indian
some years ago, and had received no proper
compensation. He was appointed shipping
master 1n October, 1873, but 1n May, 1874,
we tind his dismissal urged. But for the
galiant conduct and daring but successful
action of Captain Young (the man whom
the Government would disgrace) a large
number of lives on board that steamer
would have been lost. (Jae of his honos-
able friends, who was now present, was a
paasenger, and no doubt could coniirm the
statement, He next referred to letters
from the Department touching the dismissal,
“in which 1t was stated the Government
thought the interest of the pori would be
better served by having the business con-
ducted by the Custom House,”” and added:
¢ No musconduct or incapacity could ba
charged to Young.' He would now solicit
and ask careful sttention to the following
statement then made in the remarks he ad-
dressed to this House :— Parties who in-
stigated the dwmissal of Captain Young
were only waiting till the matter was for-
gotten to secure the appointment of a crea-
wure who 13 feared, because capable of any
act, and only resirained by fear ot the law—
a noturious smuggler, who could boast
neither of the merality nor the dignity that
should characterize the occupant of such or
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&ny office. He hoped the Government
would take a note of this and make enquiry.”
He would ask honorable gentlemen to bear
In mind this statemenr, for he would have
again to refer to 1t,and show the insolent
abuse and assault made on him by the pre-
sent shipping officer for bhaving fearlessly
made this charge against him. Tke reply
of the Secretary of State was, and it should
ba carefully observed, that the best ex-
Planation of the dismissal “was found
the letter of the Department, to the eitect
that the Government considered the ship-
PIng interests of the port could be better
served by having the business of the ship-
Ping wmaster conducted by the Custom
ouse.’’ Consequently this change was
Made, no successor being appointed.
This * House and  country, instead
of  blaming, should applaud  the
Government in relieving 1tseit of the ser-
Vices of officers no longer required.”” But
onorable gentiemen would please take
Dotice of this deception. No saving was
&ccomplished. I'he Uustoms officer 100k the
Bame tees that Capt. Young previously did.
The Hon. Secretary of State further stated,
“he granted that it an o.d deserving otticer
Was sunimarily dismissed, and another per-
8on arbitrarily and tyranically placed in his
8tead, it would be proper for Pa:liament to
Make 1ts comments, but in tins country all
Parties fairly recognized the vested rights
ot office, and &0 long as an officor tanly
and faithfully discharged his duty under
this or uny other Government, he was not
likely to be disturbed. A c:se of martyr-
dom” would tell agaiust the Goverument.
one of us wished to see public officers re-
Woved for political causes.”” Mr, Macfarlane
testified to the “ good character and gallant
Conduct of Capt. Young on the occasion ot
the wreck of the steamship Indian.”” Mr,
ilmot  thought “1it would have
een better to reter the matter
to a  committee.” Mr.  Bousford
Paid & high tribute to Capt. Young's courage
and humanity. Mr. Trudel thought & strong
®ase had heen made out, which should be
yestigated by a committee. ¢ n the same
Oceasion he (Mr, Kaulbach) had coantended
at ¥ l,ere was a principle involved outsiie
&nd ipdependent of the amount of money
Bttached ¢o the office,” aud, 1 reply to re-
Marks from the Governmeni, added, *“it ill
JScomes any honorable gentleman 10 belit-
::e any officer simp:y beciuse tie salary 1s
Ontemptibly smail.”” The House would now
2@ the sad und painful consequences to him
Or @xpressing hus views. The Government,as
an, 08d stated, appointed this very man
83108t wnom they had been warned, and
hose only recommendation was his pugtlis-
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tic'power at election times. No sooner had
ha returned homo after the session of 1875
than he was warned this man had threatened
and intended to commit personal violence
upon him for his remarks mude here. The
day following, while walking from his oflice
to his home he was waylard and rudely at-
tacked by this man, with violent curses and
imprecations unfis here to mention, and
greatly injured in feelings and person by
the assault, the rutfian stating that he did
it owing to his remarks here in the Senate.
JHe caused the arrest of his assailant, had
him put under bonds, and a jury of the
Supreme Court obliged him to pay a large
sum of money for this gross outrage and
misconduct. But this was not the end of it.
His (Mr. Kaulbach's) house, outbuildings,
everything were burned, and two of his do-
mestics and all his property lost 1n the ccn-
flagration. That manand acother employe
of the Government (of whom some notice
may yot be taken), hoth 1intoxicated, wera
present, and gloated over the destruction.
‘T'wo days afterwaras, while in thedeplorable
condition to which he and his famiiy were
reduced by the fire, while he was talking to
bis son in the street, this man deliberately
crossed over 10 him, and with fiendish ges-
ticulations said—* Well, you are now oblig-
ed to cairy your office 1n your hat.” 1t
was not the words 80 much as the mapner
in which 1t was said that was most offensive.
He there,as he then and yet believed,
rightly charged that man—and vthers joiaed
him 1n the statement—with having destroy-
ed that house, with being guilty of the
double crime of areon and murder. Fpe-
quently, and not long before coming to
Parliamient this session, that man dared to
attack him 1n the street,and 1n infamous
langunge hustled and threatened he would
finish him oft if he spoke about him or used
his names That was the man this Govern-
ment had appointed (and yet retains) after
being*warned of his character and after
bhaving promised the appointment would
not be made, He feared turther sad conse-
quences would ensue to him. from thie de-
bite, but still he would fearlessly do his
duty. When the papers were brought down
he believed they would warrant him in
moving a vote of censure on the Govern.
ment. He would now leave this unpre-
cedented case to the {House to say whether
the Government had acted fuirly or honestly
1n this matter after having besn assured in
the House and privately by the Minister of
Marne and Fisheries this man would not be
appointed. It the Government say that
their policy had agun changed, why not
have restored Capt. Young 10 oftice ? Might
not the reason be that he (Capt. Young)
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was a candidate, and vigorously conteeted
the county at the last local election against
a supporter of the Government.

Hon, Mr. SCO1T was sure if these facts
had been brought before the Minister ot
Marine the matter would have been en-
quired mto. He reprobated as strongly as
his honorable friend the conduct of this
man 1if the allegations were true. Any one
guilty of such conduct should be summarily
dismissed, and he would take occasion to
speak tothe Minister hirself on the subject.
The facts of the case were these: DMr.
Young was shipping miaster of Lunenburg.
The usppointment was made in Jctober,
1873, aad some time afterwards the depart-
ment was informed the duties of the oflice
could be more efficiently discharged by the
"collector, and Young was removed. In
1876, nearly two years afterwards. the col-
lector satd he found 1t 1nconvenient to dis.
charge these duties, and a shipping officer
was appointed. ‘Lhat was in March las,
and Creighton was appointed on the recom-
mendation of tlie Jocal member in the other
House. He was quite sure 1f the Minister of
Marize had known this man was capable ot
doing as represented, he would never had
made such an appomtment. )

Hon. Mr. DICKEY was very much grati-
fie 1 to learn the sentiment expressed by the
Secretary of State, because he took it for
granted no one having the responsibility of
a Minister, after hearing the statements
made by the honorable gentleman who
brought the matter up, 1n his place 1n this
House, could hesitate for & moment as to
the® course he should pursue. Capt. Young
appears to have been shipping master of the
port of Lunenburg. He was & man whose
character was vouched for not only by the
honorable gentleman from Lunenburg, but
by the honorable gentleman from West-
moreland, who thrilled the House two years
ago witha description of the gallant man.
ner in which this noble tellow risked his life
and lost his vessel and cargo mn saving the
passengers of tne steamer Indian. Young
was dismissed, and the honorable gentle~
man, in the di-charge of his public duty,
having heard-a rumor that another man was
to be appointed, took the responsibility ot
- showing his unfiiness for the position, and
thus forewarned the Government, The ob-
ject of the honorable gentleman then was to
get the opinion of this House condemnatory
ot the course pursued by the Government
on that question. He was met bv the assur-
ance this was not a dismissal for political
considerations, but merely for the sake ot
economy by - {'acling the office to the col-
lector ot customs. 'I'ne honorable gentleman
expressed a doubt of this at the time, but
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withdrew his resolution, and, just as he had
anticipated, this very man, who was charac-
erized as unfit to hold aby office, was soon
after appointed. The pretence of saving
was thus done away with, and the honorable
member was perhaps justified in speaking
of 1t as a subterfuge,

Hon. Me. SCOTT—There wis an interval
of nearly two years.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—Not more than a
year,

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said,perhaps there was
some Interval for the sake of decent appear-
ance. The hon. gentleman from Lunenberg
took every step he ¢ould to let the Govern-
ment know the character of tha man they
subscquently appointed. He mentioned 1t
in the House, and afierwards, as he states,
to the Minister of Marine, who said there
was no iatentton of appolnting auy one, and
that 1t was simply a change of policy to
effect a saving.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—1 must correot my
hon. friend. No saving was ‘eff:cted, because
the Collecior got the fees.

Hon. Mr, SCOT(—It was oa the ground
of convenience.

Hon. Mr., DICKEY said that made the
matter stronger, the conveslence was prob -
ably political, His wish was not tojpress the
charge unduly on the Government. It was
evident Creighton was wholly unlit to hold
office under the Guvernment. ''he Govern-
ment owed 1t to themselves to see that the
public service was purged of such a man,
and justice done to his predecessor. The
tacts as stated presented a strongcase upon
which the Government ought to act prompt- -
ly, and without hesitancy, irrespective of
Iocal pressure.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD said he recollected
well when this question was brought up two
years ago, but h® had to confe:s he was nog
a little surprised when hse heard the state-
ment of the honorable gentlemin who had
moved in this case ta-day. It had happened
to be his misfortune to ba & passenger on
the unfortunate ship Indian of the Allan
line that was wrecked through the incom-
petency of the masier and his crew. They
ran tho vessel on the rocks about three
miles off the coast ot Nova Scotia early on a
November morning. She lay m a most
dangerous position, and before daylight she
broke 1n two, keeled over,and some nine-
teen passenge:s and sailors were lost. 'The
survivors remained there with the hind
part of the vessel, Langing on the rock with
soms ten fathoms of water under her stern.
Two of the officers launched their boats with
the assist«nce of soma of the passengers,
but 1nstead of laying by to save the lives of
the passengers, basely, in violation of therr
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duly, deserted the ship. The captain,
from a want of presence of mind or know.
ledge of his duty, attempted 10 get out one
of the largest boats which was under his
own command, but failed to launch 1t, and
the consequence was they were left depend-
Ing on one small boat that couli not take
half the passengers oft the wreck. In the
distance a echooner was passing, and signals
of distress wera made, but the schoouner
took no uotice of them and they passed
within a quarter of a mile ot the wreck.
After remaining three or four hours on the
rock in this dangerous position, another
tchooner came in sight, and the captan
bravely and nobely came down to their
rescue, but 80 dangerous was the
coast that the schooner struck near
the rocks, tha vessel was cast away
and the ciptain not only lost 1t,
buli  the cargo; notwithstanding he
materally aided 1n rescuing, from distruc-
tion the remaining persons on the wreck.
-And this was the man who had been dis-
missed from office by the Government.

Honorable Gentlemen —Hear, hear.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFOKD said the captain ot
the schooner was as brave and gallant a
fellow as ever lived, and he confessed that
his feeling of indignation was aroused when
he heard of the character of the man who
had been appointed 1n his piace. The Gov-
ernment had made outa lame excuse for
thecourse they had adopted. In the per-
formance of his duty 1n this House he never
desired to express strong opinions against
the Government unless the circumstances
Of the case demanded 1t, but 1n this 1n-
Stance he considered the explanations of
the Honorable Secretary of State were not
satisfactory. Unless decided steps were
taken to replace the ofticer who had been
dismissed, who deserved the approbation of
every one who knew him, and dismiss the
ruffian who had dared to attack a Senator,
Who, 1n the performance of his duty felt, it
Decessary to place these circumstances be-
fore the House, the Government would
?:Serve the censure of every right thinking

an,

. Hon, Mr. MILLER said this case present.
ed itself to the House in two aspects ; first,
ln relation to the general principld of dis-
lalssing public officers ; and secondly, mn re.
8lion to the particular individual whose
¢ase had been brought before their notice.
€ had always advocated what he considered
tobe the sound pricciple which should apply
10 this case, that.if the country was to have a
faithrul and efficient public service, em-
Ployees must be made to feel thal their
tenure of office must depend only on effi-
‘Clency and good hehaviour. This principle
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lay at the very foundation of faithful ser-
vice. It was a principle recogniz-d in Eng-
land, and its soundness required no advo-
cacy. The oppositesystem prevailed in the
United Stites, and all ‘knew the result,
Even thes President declared it to ba one of
the greatest misfortunes in their political
system that public officials should be
changed with every change of government.
The result of such & rule was, men in office
were untaithtul; for, being there only a
short time, their proclivities were to make
hay while the sun shines, and rob the coun.
try. 1t was one of the most important mat-
ters that could come before this House—
the protection of the public service from

anything like political tyranny. The
insigoiticance o the act should not
allow 1t to ba passed unobserved, as
deviation from prizciple 13 gener-

ally attempted 1n a slight way at tirst, aud
if 1t succeeds 1t gradually grows bolder,
until kad precedents are established, and it
Lecomes the rule and not the exception.
Accustomed as he was to looking at consti-
tutional matters from a protessional stand-
point, he consilered this question of greater
importance, perhaps, than many honorable
gentlemen whose line of thought did not
run in the same direction as his own.
Shortly before the late Government
went out of power they had appoimnted a
number of their friends to office, which
appointments he considered then were to
some extent unjusiifiable. Hz had not
changed the opinions he had then expressed
on the matter, but he had advised the
present Government, while giviag them a
friendly support asan independent member
not to allow themseives to be driven by
thelr supporters who had been out ofpower
for twenty years and were hungry for the
spoils to over-ride their duty, but to stand
to the sound principle which he had advo-
cated. He was sorry to see 1n this case,
however, that principle had been deviated
from, and though 1t was a trifling office as
regards 1ts emoluments, 1t was & case of
g0 flagrant a character that 1t was tmpossible
to stamp 1t too strongly with the disappro-
bation of this House, leaving out of the
question the disreputable character of the
person who now occupied the position, his
appointment was not only unjustitiatle, but
the manner in doing 1t was as cowardly as
indefensible. Mr. -Young had been ap-
pointed Shipping Master of Lunenburg 1n
1874. The oflice was not then united to
that of the Cellector ot Customs. The two
oftices were, only combined in ports where
the duties were so small that nobody could
be induced to take the office of Shipping
Master alone. Lunenburg was an 1mportant
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port and 1t was one of the last places n
Nova Scotia 1n which the duties of Shippmg
Master should have been handed over to
the Custom House.offizer. But the Govern.
ment had not the ¢ourage to boldly remove
Young because he was a political vpponent
and give the office duectly to a
supporter, in order to gratify the local mal-
1ce and petty revenge of politicians in that
section, they pretended to abohish the oftice,
by amalgamating 1t with the customs, and in
a few months aiter re-establizhed it, and ap.
pomted their supporter to the yosition.
‘I he honorable Secretary of State had made
the excuse to this {ousein 15674, that Alr.
Young had been dismissed, and his duties
were handed over to the castom house
officer, 1n order to save expense.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—No, but for conven-
ience, 5

Hon. Mr. MILLER said he would quote
the language ot the honoratle gentleman as
raported in Hansard.

4 As to Willlam Young, the best explana
t1on of his dismissal w.s found in the letter
of the department, to the eflect that the
Government considered the shipping inter-
ests of the port could be better served by
baving the business of the shipping master
conducted by the Custom House, conse-
quently this change was made, no successor
being appointed. This House and country,
1mstead of blaming, should applaud the Gov-
erninent in relieving itselt of the services of
officers no longer required.”

Was it not plain from this that the honor-
able gentleman wished the inference to be
drawn that asaving was to be effected. It
he did not mean that, the hororible gentle-
man must have been 1gnorant of the fact
that shipping masters were paid by fees, and
nosaving of money to the country could be
eftected by transferring his dutliee to the
custom house officer. The sole object was
to remove a political opponent from offize,
and so clearly was 1t understood 1a the com-
munity from which his honorable friend
(Kaulbach) came, that without any preten-
sions to being & prophet, his honorable
friend had foretold in this House what
would be the result. Because he had done
80, he had been asssuited on the public
streets of Lunenburg by this man Creigh-
ton. He had him arrested for that act,
tried before the highest tribun-lin the Pro-
vince, and found guilty, yet, in the face of
those facts, that was the man who was re-
commended for office.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Mr. Church is the man
who recommended him,

Hon. Mr. MILLER said no matter, he had
been appomted, and it was a degradation of
the public service. If the Government
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found it necessary to re-establish the oftice,
after abolishing 1t, they had a right to re-
oppeint the man they had dismissed from
it when there was no charge against him.
He hoped the Government would remedy
the wrong they had done, for the country
was deeply interested in such matters,
No man in the House, or out of it
could hear the story of Willam Young
without being interested 1n t. The
people of the Mariums Provinces who go
down to the sea in ship3 have an especial
hovor for such a man. Very often similar
cases of wreck and hardships occurred to
that referred to by his honorable triend
(Mr. Botstord), but 1t was poor encourage-
ment (or them to find the Government, in-
stead of rewarding acts of heroism and
humanity, paudering to local party teecling
and political intrigue, nnd degrading such
raen 18 Mr. Young in the eyes of their
fellow-citizens., He asked the Government
toretrace their steps and remove Creighton
from office, and by re appointing Mr.
Young to make some attonement to him for
the injustice he hal suffered.

Hon. Mr. KEESOR said 1t was scarcely
fair that a Minister of the Crown should be
rcqutred tolisten to abu-e. '

tion. Mr. MILLER—What do you call
abuse ?

Hon. Mr. REESOR—To charge a Minis.
ter with having discharged a worthy ofticer
for the purpose ol appointing a man who
was unfit for the position to take his place.

Hon. Mr. MILLER~If itis true, 1t i3 not
abuse,

Hon. Mr. REESOR said the lacts were not
before the House. The mover of the reso-
lation had a good right to speak with feel-
ing on the matter, but the Secratary ot State
should not be called specifically to account
as being personally guilty of a great wrong,
which he knew to te wrong, when this ap.
pomtment was made. [t mght turn out
that some particular party holding a respon-
sible position was particularly to blame 1n
this matter, and when that should be dis-
covered, let him sufter the condemnation of
the pubiic for his micconduce. [t was most
desirable that an investigation should be
made, and if the facts were proved the party
should be d ismissed, but 1t was not right to
go {urther until the matter was investi
gated.

Hon., Mr. WILMOT said he recollected
distinctly when this question was debated
in the session of 1875 and the principle was
laid down that a public official should not be
dismiseed for political reasons, the Secretary
of Siate concurred 1 that view at the time.
The honorable member for Lunenburg
stated distinctly the heroism with which
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Mr. Young had acted, and any Government,
With such facts before them, should have re-
Instated Young instead of appointing ano-
ther man. Now that the guestion was be.
fore them, he hoped justice would be done
as quickly as possible.

Hon, r. HOWLAN said this man Creigh-
ton was a servant of the Government, yet
he had told the member for Lunenburg,
when he was about to leave home to attend
to his Parliamentary duties, he would have
his Iife if he mentioned this matter in the

ouse. This should be taken notice of,
aad the man shovld be dismissed at once.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON said this man
not only threatened the honorable gentle~
Mmap, but put his threat 1nto execution.
What more was requiwed? If this wers
true the Goavernment should dismiss the
an at once. No Government would be
Justified in retaining such an official.

Hon. Mr, PENNY said there could be no
option t0 any Government but to act imme-

lately in such a case as this, With regard
to the general question of dismissals, no

Overnment ever came into power with so
great temptation to remove ofticials; yet,
although some changes of that kind might
have been made, there was no ground for a
Bener.l complamnt of that .kind agunst
them,

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH said the tibreat
Was made some weeks before he left home,
8ud was uttered in the vilest and mqst blas.
Phemous language. The man was not in-
dicted, but an action wsas brought against

lta 1n the Supreme Court for the assault,
8ud the language attached to it, for which
he had to pay nearly $100.

Hon, Mr. SCOTT said the facis mentioned

Y the honorable member for Lunenburg
%ere eutirely new to him. ‘The conduct of
the official was not only highly improper,

Ut would warragt any Government in dis-
!nlsgmg him. The policy of the Admiais-

Tation, certainly, had not been to remove

cials for political reasons. They came
nto office finding some two or three bun-

'ed appointments had been made just

®fore the change of Government, this one

Mong the number, and some of them actu-
ally, after the resignation of the Muistry
a8 announced, yet they respected those

PPointments.  Constitutionally they were
R0t bound to do 80, but they were desirous
l: Waintain the principle recognized in Eng-

04 with a few exceptions. He would
LaIng this pariicular case before the Mmis.

€T of Mane.
mHOD. Mr. READ dented that the appoint-

€0ts made by the late Minisiry were un-

Arrantable, ‘It he had time he could show

it Gl*]l(;s'tone had done the very same
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thing in England, and 1t was justified by tha
highest asuthorities.

Hon Mr. HOPE said the late’Government
and therr friends had been in power twenty
or twenty five years before the accession of
the present Ministry to power. Thq latter
were 1n office some three years, and he chal-
lenged anyone to vpownt out & single dis-
missil from oftice tor the political princi-
ples of the individual dismissed.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN—Here is one now,

Hon. Mr. HOPE—\Yhat proof is there of
that? 1t is very easy for gentlemen to
assume tins dismissal was occasioned by
political 1ntrigue, but 1 can see nothing
whatever 1n the course the Government
have pursued in Ontario to justify the asper-
sions thrown upon them in this House on
this occasion.

‘I'ne motion was carried.

THE STRIKE ON THE GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr. READ moved ¢ that a Commi:-
tee of this House be appomted to inquire
1ato the cause of the detention ot the mails
on the Grand Trunk Railway, during the
last week of Decamber, 1876, and the first
week in January, 1877, with power to send
tor papers, persons and records, and to
report from time to time to this House,
said committee to be composed of the Hon-
orable Messieurs Hope, Haythorne, Trudel,
McClelan (Hopewell), Wark, Alexander and
the mover.”” He sawd it would be 1n the
recollection of everyone that during last
year the Grand Trunk Railway came to a
stand-stil], and for about five days the mails
were carried alongside that road in sleighs
and other vehicles. He thought it
was the duty of DParliiment to
know the cause of this, snd provide
aremedy, if possible. We: find in other
parts of this continent to-day railways are
not running, and the public prints saya
certain gentleman living in the city of
Cleveland runs this country and a portion
of the neighboring country. He need
scarcely ofter an excuse for asking this
committee. We pay the Grand Trunk Ran-
way Company to carry our mails, and when
we see them carried in sleighs the cause
should be ascertained. The public prints
say the trains were stopped as the clock
struck ten on that terrible Friday might,
and & good many passengers were exposed
to great danger and exceedingly great in-
convenience. Arrests were made but there
was no prosecution—the troops were turne:d
out. These were not ordinary occurrences
and he thought it was the duty of Parlia-
ment to eaquire ino, the cause of them.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said it was scarcely
necessary to mention the facts brought to
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the notice of the House by this motion,
because they were in the memory of every-
one in the country, He had hoped the
Government tvould have taken action in this
matter, and he wished to know whether
it was thewr intention to do so
by legielation or otherwise. It they
would look on the other side of the line
they would find a precedent. When a
similar strike was organized and acted upon
in Maine, New Hampshire and Massachu-
setts, the Government took the lead and
arrested one of the drivers, on the ground it
was an obstruction of the United States
mails, and prosecuted him. He did not say
the Government should do this or what they
ought to do. Perhaps they had done all
the law would allow them to do, but if so,
surely 1t was & case tor amending the law of
the land. He therefore hoped the Secre-
tary of State would be able to give some
assurance that would satisfy the House
the Government had this matter under
consideration and that some action would
be taken to remedy in future, evils they so
much deplored in the past.

Hon. Mr. SCOIT said when this notice
was put on the paper he asked the honorable
gentlemen %o postpone 1t from time to time
in order that the Government would com-
plete the intormation they were preparing
to submit to Parliament. The Government,
of course, felt the gravity of the position
quite as much as any one could, but they
could not over-ride the law of the country.
Breaches of the peace are within
the jurisdiction of the local authori.
ties. In this case the local authorities
had been appealed to and voluminous
correspondence had taken place. If there
was & defect 1n the law, of course it would
be the duty of the Government to sse that
it was 80 amended that similar inconveni-
ence would not Joccur in the fuwure. The
matter was under the consideration of the
Government, and it was possible some legis-
lation would be mtroduced 1n the direction
mdicated by the ;hon, gentleman eppostte.
The ground taken by the Government ot the
United States would not, he feared,be tenable,
a8 the men did not object to the mails being
carried, and they made that announcement.

Hon, Mr, MACPBERSON—They were not
carried,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said that w.s because
the Company declined to let the mails go
unless the passengers went also. There
were various contracts where the public had
very important interests. For instance, all
matters connected with gas and water
works. If an employer of labor has a diffi-
culty with his men which affects no oune else,
ot course it would be a delicate matter for
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outsiders to intertere in, but where a strike
affects the public, and causes them incon-
venience and logs, if the laws are defective
to meet 1t, legislation may be necessary.
The names ot this committée had been
agreed upon by his honorable friend and
himself, and all the information the Govern-
ment could furmish would be supplied tor
their guidance.

Hon. Mr. MILLER thought this Com-
mitteo was desirable, but he was surprised
the matter had not been taken in hand by
the Government. However, as & Committee
was to be appointed, it should be larger.
He did not admit the right of a member of
the Government and another honorable
gentleman to settle upon the names of the
Committee. ‘T'hat was the duty of the
House. He therefore moved that the names
of Messrs. Dickey and Kaulbach be added
to the number. He thought 1t was desir-
able that two gentlemen qualified for taking
evidence, and coming from & Frovince not
likely to be disturbed by the local influences
which existed elsewhere, should be on the
Committee.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said this notice had been
put on the paper at an early day, and 1t ap+
peared to him this would be a proper tr1-
bunal to deal with the case, and that the
Government had a right to a majority on
that Committee. That was Parliamentary
etiquette. He was aware the House could
overrule it, but he hoped the Committee
would be allowed to stand as it was
agreed upon at first. The Government
were desirous that all the facts
should be elicited, and the law, 1f defective,
should be amended 80 as in future to pre-
vent such a grave difficulty arising. It was
but fair that the Government should have
a msajority on the Committes,

Hon. Mr. MILLER was surprised at the
position taken by the Honorable Secretary
of State. ‘I'his was a question the Govern-
ment should have grappled with, but having
failed to do so an independent member
took it up. Had the Government taken
the initiative and asked fora Committee 1t
would have been only courteous, perhaps,
to let them have a majority on that Com -
mittee, but as they had not done so they
were asking more than the House would be
willing to condede. He felt;that this was a
question, when referred to Committee, on
which party feeling would be forgotten, and
he did not see why the Government should
wish to have a majority on the Committes
if there was nothing wrong that that did not
require whitewashing.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT having raised an objec-
tion to the addition of the proposed names
to the Committee,
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Hon. Mr. AIKINS moved the adjourn
ment of the debate, which was carried, and
the House adjourned at 6.10 p.m.

FripAY, Fel. 23rd,

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o’clock p.m.
After routine,

ATLANTIC CABLE TELEGRAPH COMPANIES.

Hovn, Mr. READ moved that an humble
Address be presented to his Kxcellency the
Governor General, praying that His Excel-
lency will be pleased to lay before this
House copies of all correspondence and
lelegrams -that have taken place between
The Direct United States Cable Company,
The Anglo-American Telegraph Company,
and any other Marine or Telegraph Com-
pany and the Government, as well as copies
of all Orders mn Council affecting the same,
since the first day of January, 1874. His
reason for giving this notice was in conse-
quence of the legislation in connection with
Marine Telegraph Companies in this coun-
try.g@ That legislation had caused a great
deal of debate 1n this House as well asin
the other branch of Parliament. At the
time the bill was introduced he had taken
strong ground against 1f, believing that it
was not in the interest of the country. He
considered then, as he did now, that it was
an 1nterference with vested rights, for
which he was a stickler. He had stated on
that occasion that the bill was intituled
wrong, that 1t should have been intituled
“g bill for stock jobbing purposes.’’

Hon. Mr. MILLER called the honorable
gSentleman to order.

Hon. Mr. READ continumng—said the
measure was intended to prevent cable
telegraph monopolies, but he failed to see
that 1t had that effect. A motion had been
made to amend the bill go as to fix the
maximum rate for messages at 50 cents per
Word, which would have prevented a mono-
poly, but the Government voted it down.
He moved for the correspondence 1n order
to gee 1f the Government jhad taken any
Steps to prevent the joint purse or amalga-
mation arrangement between the two com-
Panies that had been discussed 1n the pub-
1C press.

Hon, Mr. SCOTT said he had no objec-
Uon to the motion gong, but last year a
Similar return was asked for, and a return
Was brought down to within a year. He
Supposed his honorable friend would not
Tequire to go beyond that. He was not
“8ware of any other correspondence but the

Temier’s letter, which had been published
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in the press of this country in reply toan
enquiry of the Dominion Line Company.
He did not believe the Act that had been
passed here was valueless, Its object was
to enable the companies to obtain charters
under it. One company did obtain & char-
ter; which contained a provision that the
Company formed under that Act could not
amalgamate with any other company with-
out annulling their charter. Although a
large interest in the Anglo-American Com-
pany had endeavored to bringabout an
amalgamation with the Direct Cable Com-
pany, their object was defeated by that very
condition 1n the charter of the latter, so
that the Acl:could not be said to be a fail-
ure. With reference to the fixing of the
tarift, he considered it would have been un-
fortunate under the circumstance to have
compelled any company to adopt a 50 cents
tanft which would not have been sufficient
to sustain the Company.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH said the Anglo-

‘American Company were satisfied to have

be¢n bound to & 50 cents tanff, and although
the Government agreed at ftirst that a 50
cen(s tariff should be icorporated in the
Act, after consulting with the promoters
of that bill, they declined to have itin-
serted.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said he did no} think
the remarks of his honorable friend on his
left (Mr.Read) on the question of the Electric
Telegraph Act could be at all borng out by
facts. A large majority m both Houses of
Parliament thoughv that Act was a wise one,
and one of the most progressive ;and useful
measures which had been submitted to Par-
hament for some years past. The object of
its promoters was to secure the very de-
sirable end, cheap telegraphic communica-
tion between the two continents, 1lhe
argument which bad been used by honor-
able gentlemen based on the refusal of Par-
liament to fix the maximum rate at 50 cents
per word had been satisfactorily answered
in this House before, and that answer would
be found in the Senate Hansard. This was
the first time he had heard anything of the
Anglo-American Company, through any of
their representatives, having agreed to allow
the maximum rate fixed by legislation at 50
cents per word. He had paid great atten-
tion to this whole question, and he had heard
nothing of any such proposition before. The
argument, among others that had been ad-
dressed to Parliament against fixing a
maximum rate, was that they were oalled
upon to insert a clause 1n the bill giving the
Anglo-American Company the power to go
before the courts on petition of right and
claim for any damages which they might suffer
through this legislation. 1If they had fixed



84 Atlantic Cable

the maximum rate at 50 cents per word,
which might not prove a paying rate, and
the Anglo-American Company were com-
pelled, through competition, to reduce their
rate to that amount, they might make a
large annual claim against the Domrmion
for loss of mcome through our legislation,
which, even if it had no foundation, might
cause a great deal of trouble and expense to
the countrv. This was one of the argu-
ments advanced at that time, and how could
it be urged now that the Anglo-American
Company, who were silent in the hearing
of that contention, had agreed to reduce
their rate to 50 cents. Rumors of amalea-
mation were rife last year when Parliament
met. He had on that occasion expressed
his opinion that any amalgamation or joint
purse arrangement between the two com-
panies could only bs made by a breach of
taith on the part of the Direct Cable Com-
pany, which 1t was suspected they then con-
templated. It was in order to do that com-
pany justice he now rose. He had followed
with much interest the proceedings of the
company in England during the past year,
and he was pleased to find that Mr. Van
Chovin delivered an earnest address betore
the shareholders in London, advocating the
pecessity of keeping faith, not only with
the Parliament ot Canada, but with the pub.
lic. He believed it was through the able
arguments addressed by that gentleman
to the shareholders, and his energetic
action on the subject, that an amalgamation
and a return 10 the old monopoly was pre-
vented. Dut jor this competition of the
Direct Calle Company, cable telegraph
rates would be one hundred per cent, above
what they sre to-day. There were few mea-
sures which had passed through this House,
and to which he had given assistance, that
be could look upou with greater satisfac-
tion.

Hon. Mr, READ said when this subject
was under discussion before, at the time of
the passage of the bill, he had stated that
he had authority from & gentleman connect-
ed with the Anglo-American Company to
eay that they were willing to accept a 50
cents tarift,

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH suid the same
atatement bhad been madeto him by the
Manager of the Company. He was opposed
10 monopolies, but at the same time they
should guard vested mghts and vested in-
Lerests.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—"here are no vested
rights in this case. .

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH contended that as-
sertion was fallacious with the position taken
by the honorable gentleman a tew moments
880, when he sa1d if Parliamenttixed the
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rate at 50 cents per word, and the Anglo-
American Company had to redvce their
tanfl to a losing rate in consequence of this
legislation, the Government would be liable
to damages on petition of right, If tha
Anglo-American Company bad no vested
rights, as his friend Hon. Mr. Miller con-
tended, but were mere intruders or squat-
ters amongst us, had not Parliament every
right to legislate in the 1aterest of the coun.
try. His (Mr. Kaulbach's) contention had
always been that we have a right to make
our shores free to all cable companies, and
to discriminate against monopolies, if 1t was
in the public interest. At the same time,
capitalists from abroad should bLe assured
that vested rights wouid be protected.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said it was strange
that neither Lord William Hay nor Mr.
Field had made this proposition of fixing by
legislation a 50c taritf, #hen before the Com-
mitiee of both Houses, agamnst the Anglo-
American Company. Claims for damages
niight frequently ariss where there were no
exclusive rights, but five of the best lawyers
of the Lower Ilouse reported to that body
that this Company had vested or exclusive
rights, :

‘I'he motion carried.

THE MAJL STEAMER TO HALIFAX,

Hon. Mr. DICKEY askea whether it 18
the 1ntention of the Government to provide,
1 the Supplementary Estimates, for a grant
to continue the cubsidy for a fortnightly
mail by steamer from Halifax to Queens-
town? liesaid the importance of this ques-
tion to (he peopie of the Maritime Provinces
would be a sufficient apology for calling the
attention of the Government to it. For the
past 37 years Halifax had been a port for
the arrival and despatch of mailson thisside
of the Atlantic for Queenstown and Live;-
pool. The service was Iniliated by the
enterptize of a distinguished Nova Scotian,
the late Sir Samuel Cunard, who, as the
pioneer of ocean steam navigation, had done
much to promote the intercourse between
the old and new world. During that
long period there had been but one
accident to a steamer going to or departing
from the port of Halitax. That port was
selegted because it was the nearest open
harbor on this continent to Europe, and 600

miles east of New York. It stall
had the same peerless harbor and
the same position on the map,
and . it was but natural 10 suppose

the increased facilities of railway communi-
cation attorded by no less than four lines
converging towards its waters, would have
rendered mail communication with Europe
all the more necessary, 1le saw by the
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estimates, however, that the Govérnment
had thought proper to withdraw this sub-
sidy, and for six months of the year there

would be no mail oc passengér ser.
vice between  Halifax and  Europe.
This service  had  been of em

inent advant.ge, from a local point of
view, to the pcople of Nova Scotia, Prince
Edward 1sland and & very considerable part
cf New Brunswick, It this chango should
take place, all this travelling population
would be obtliged to go 400 miles further
north to embark at Rimouski 1astead ot
Halifax. It was not merely a local question,
but one which concerned the Dominion.
The experience of the past three months
hidshown that the harbor of tlalifax was
eminently suited, not only for the despatch
of matls with a saving of twelve er fifteen
hours, but also for the rhipment of frcight
to and fromn Iurope. It this service were
continued, the Dominion, from Sarnia to
Hahfax would Le benefited because they
would bave the advintage of a fortnightly
wail 1 faddition to the weekly service.
Again, Hahfax 1s the distributing point for
mail and passenger commupication with
Newfoundland and the West Indies. The
Newfoundland Government give a subsidy
of (he believed) £20,000 a year for a
Steamer calling at Saint Johns, to and from
Hulitax. 1t 13 not to be supposed the British
Government will continue to subsidizs a
steamer to the Bermudas if cornmunication
with Halifax is thus cut off, and for ah
practical purposes, so0 far as mail
and passenger traflic 1s concerueld, the
eftect of this change will be to deprive us
of edmmunication with Bermuda and West
Indies, since there is-no provision in the
estimates ior & service with those Islands
from any part of Canada. "This change
could not be mide for want of money, be-
Cause the esiimates with this item and
others struck out shoWed an increase of
$135,000 over the appropriations of last year,
'1"he subsidies of  $179,000 to Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick Were about
to lapse, and it seems were not to ba re-
Dewed, and the loss to Nova Scotia by the
Withdrawal of these subsidies wonld be over
$120,000 » year. He trusted, therefore, the
UYovernment wou'd restore this mail sub-
8idy. The House had heard a great deal
8bout economy. It was meutioned in the
Peech from the Throne, and there was a
Tesponsive echo in the Address. Yet, while
this 1tem was struck out and the exira sub-
Sidies to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
Were discontinued, there was a large in-
Crease i the appropriations for the current
Jear. [fe hoped the Government would
Telieve the public anxiety in the Maritime

.
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Provinces by giving some assurance that
this mail subsidy would still be continued,
in the interests alitke ot this Province and
the Dominion,

Hon, Mr. POWER sa1d 1t was understood
the Imperial Government were withdrawing
their subsidy from this se.vice. Presuming
this was to be done he would say a few
words as to the resuiis that were hkely to
follow, Ths practical result, 8o far as the
mails wete concerned, would not, he
thought, bte very serious. The mails
brouzht to Halifax, via Rimouski, as a rule,
reach Halifax in a shorier space—two or
three days less—each trip than when brought
direct to Halifax, because the steamers em-
ployed in the tortnightly service ha#e been
inferior veseels, Therefore, ss tir a3 the
mai's were concerned, he did not think
Halitax or any part of Nova Scotia would
sufter very ceriously by the change. As for
the passengers, he quite agreed that there
would ba & very serious loss indeed, Most
passengers arriving at Halifax had business
to transact there betore going to New
Brunswick, Prince Eilward Island or the In.
terior of Nova Scotiz, and consequently it

fo Halifux. 8

‘would suit them very rauch better to land

at Halifax than at Rimouski, even though
they might not object—as most passengers
would—to the longer journey by rail. The
most important aspect of the question was
as regards freight. The withdrawal of the
subsidy, and the consequent withdrawal of
the line of steamers from Halifax, would be a
sertous loss indeed, not only to Nova Scotia,
but also tha other Maritime Provinces. The
quantity of freight carried by those steamers
was large ; in some Instances one steamer
brought 1,000 tons to flalifax. He had
been informed that the cnly trans-atlantic
line of steamers which paid 1ts proprietors
during the past season was the le calling
at Halifax, . would cause heavy expense
and great inconvenience, and loss of time to
bring freight for Nova Scotia and Prince
Edward Island via Rimouski or Portland, as
it would have to be brought 1f this subsidy
should be discontinued. Of course, it
would be a very serious additional loss to
the City ot Ialitax, becausze the calling of
steamers there involves & considerable ex-
penditure of money and gives employment
10 a great many work people. It would be
& very unfortunate thing for Halifax 1if the
line were discontinued. 'There was another
way of looking at 1t, which he hoped the
Government would consider. It was not a
sentimental view, but it was not directly
practical. Previous to 1367 there was a
direct line between Halilax and the United
Kingdom. At the time of the Union, one
of the great inducements held out to the
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reople of Nova Scotia; was that Halifax wae
10 be the direct shipping port—the wharf of
the Dominion—and that nearly all the
business of the Dominion would be done
through Halifax. Immediately after the
Union the direct line was discontinued and
another calling at Newfoundland was substi-
toted, which did not answer Nova
Scotia nearly so well. The witkdrawal of
this subsidy, taken in connection with the
discontinuance of the §$82,000 subsidy, would
develope the feelng in the Maritime Pro-
vinces, and 1n Nova Scotia 1n particular, that
they were not being fairly dealt with, and
the people of that part of Canada, who were
not very anxious to enter the union in the
tirst plgce, would come to the conclusion
that their opposition to confederation was
well founded, It was the duty of the Gov-
ernment to do all they could to prevent dis-
content of that kind, 1t might be said on
behalf of the Government that the winter
mall service would more than compensate
for the loss of the fortnightly steamers, but
he did not think so, because those vessels
did not carry much freight., Ile thought if
the Imperial Government should withdraw
one-half the subsidy—

Hon. Mr. MILLER—~Doesn’t the Canadian
Government pay the whole of it ?

Hon, Mr. POWER-—No, the Imperial Gov-
ernment have been paying one-half.

Hon., Mr. CAMPBELL—During the time
1 was Postmaster-General the lmperial Gov-
erument notified us they would discontinue
the subsidy.

Hon, Mr, POWER—I was under a differ-
ent impression. Probably one-half of the
subsidy would induce the Allans or some
other company to perform the service dur-
ing the summer months. I hope the Gov-
ernment will give the matter their favorable
consideration.

Hon. Mr. NORTHUP could only endorse
what had been said as to the importance of
this subject, 1t would be a retrogressive
step to withdraw this subsidy. The diffi-
culty was, there were not return cargoes for
these steamers, but they hoped to overcome
this difficulty through the Intercolonial, He
sincerely hoped the Government would take
prompt action 1n this matter. This service
was 1nitiated by two distinguished Nova
Scotians—the late Mr. Howe and Judge
Haliburton, known as “Sam Slick,”” who,
while crossing the Atlantic 1 a sailing
packet, discussed the matter. They were
forty days on the trip. Mr. Howe drew up
a memorial to the Colonial Secretary, an
mterview was had, and the whole matter
was discussed. This was vigorously and
successfully ¢z ried out by another distin-
guished Nova Scotian, Sir Samuel Cunard,
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When it was possible to eatablish the service
80 long ago as that, surely it was in the
power of the Government to have 1t con-
tinued.

Hon. Mr. McLELAN said the honorable
member for Halifax (Mr. Power) seemed to

! be under the impression the people of

Nova Scotia do not valye this line as a
means ot carrying the mails, As that was

‘the only ground on which the Government

could give a subsidy, if no importance was
attached to the mail service, they
would have a reason flor discontinu.
ing ths  appropriation. His  (Mr.
McLelan’s) opinion was entirely dif-
ferent. lle beheved the people of Nov