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For Reservation - Tel. 294-1118
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Fung Loy Kok Taoist Temple

Sunday, September 17
Robson Square Media Centre in The Cinema
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Chinese Times Weekly « September 9 - 15, 1989

English Supplement

BY PHILIP WHITFORD
Spedial to Chinese Times Weekly

Hong Kong is caught in a rapid-
accelerating spiral of panic as the
government of Mainland China makes
clear its unwillingness to let the British
colony maintain any measure of
economic or political freedom after it
takes control in 1997. Hostile
pronouncements, abusive lan-
guage,and undisguised threats from
the Communist government towards
Hong Kong citizens in general and
towards specific persons, notably
Legislative Council members Martin
Lee and Szeto Wah, both prominent
in Hong Kong’s democracy move-
ment, suggest that all the mechanisms
currently misruling China, namely
wholesale political persecution, rigid
controls on speech, association, move-
ment, economic activity,and a justice
system dependent upon torture and
frequent execution, will be installed as
soon as the People’s Liberation Army
can occupy the area.

Hong Kong has been abandoned.
Britain takes a stance as racist as
South Africa and leave the "little
brown cousins" of her empire to the
mercies of a more primitive empire.
Mainland China drops any pretense of
letting Hong Kong keep its present
economic and governmental system.
Hong Kong’s rich, her profession, and
now her middle class are abandoning
her, spreading out over the world in a
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modern day Diaspora. Even Hong
Kong’s money is deserting her; capital
is now leaving the colony at a rate of
$12 - 15 billion per'year. China may
inherit a city -- a city of poor working
class malcontents, of empty factories,
of businesses and bank accounts
poised to leave in an careless instant.

Can anything save Hong Kong?
Mainland China could change, adopt-
ing democratic reforms, instituting a
system of law and justice independent
of the Communist Party, and
demonstrating more tolerance of
economic and political diversity be-
tween its regions. Britain could
change, aggressively championing the
rights of its citizens, threatening to
withold the transfer of power, and
granting all citizens of Hong Kong the
right of abode in the United Kingdom.
These scenarios are unlikely. It is only
change within Hong Kong itself than
save Hong Kong.

Hong Kong cannot change its
"external” status in the world, that is,
its relations with other governments,
until it changes its internal status.
Hong Kong must create its own
democratically elected government.
Lacking real military power, the only
government which can claim political
and economic support from the West
is some form of representative
democracy. Internal democracy is the

OPTION FOR HONG KONG?

key to a safe and stable future for
Hong Kong.

Once internal democracy is
established, Hong Kong should shift
its focus from mere survival within the
political body of either the British
Commonwealth or People’s Republic
of China, but to true political inde-
pendence as a neutral, modern, city-
state. The obvious example is Sin-
gapore, which freed itself from
Maylasian domination 25 years ago.

This is more than a faint hope; it
is a realistic ambition for the five mil-
lion human beings trapped on that lit-
tle island and peninsula. Aside from
reasons of national pride, the People’s
Republic has little need of Hong
Kong. Hong Kong in 1997 would be a
bleeding sore on the Communists
body politic; it would be no capitalist
gold mine, but a sullen and resentful
clique of embittered troublemakers,
educated with the viruses of free
thought and unregulated economic
activity, a source of international
trouble and embarressment as the
harsh measures necessary to integrate
itinto a totalitarian state and economy
are taken. Even now China is lookimg
to the cities it is building in its building
in its Special Economic Zones to pro-
vide the foreign trade and currency
roles the Hong Kong currently fills.
If Hong Kong were to lose, or

better, peacefully revolt and repudiate
its status as a colony of a non-Oriental
empire, the patriotic and nationalist
needs to "retake” Hong Kong would be
substantially less. By severing itself
from a Western European power,
Hong Kong would also decrease sub-
stantially the "national security” ex-
cuse for absorption by the People’s
Republic. Finally, an independent
Hong Kong would be able to sell itself
a "friendly neutral” state coexisting
with China, sharing a common lan-
guage culture, perhaps a common
foreign policy and continuing to serve
as a powerful annex to the mainland
economy.

There are several notable ex-
amples of this state of affairs between

very large and small nations, most
notably the stable situation between
Russia and Finland. Finland main-
tains a free-market economy and
democracy within its borders, and in
return for this state of grace allows the
U.S.S.R. veto power over much of its
foreign policy.

It is immoral for the inhabitants
of Hong Kong to be traded back and
forth between two countries like sacks
of coals or bushels of potatoes. The
murders, the political persecution,
and the beggaring of Hong Kong’s
citizens are clearly forseeable and not
inevitable. The international Chinese
community, and those remaining in
Hong Kong must unite in their
demands for domestic democracy,
and succeeding that, push for com-
plete national independence. This
course is moral, it is possible, and it is
genuinely in the best interests of all
concerned. It must be done. O
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