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REVEREND Sig,—It is our desire that this address, from the
Board of Manag®ment of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society
of the Church of England in Canada be read, as a sermon or otherwise,
in the hearing of every congregation in our dioceses on Sunday, Janu
ary 1st, 1893, and that the offerings of the people on the following
Sunday be given to Foreign Missions.
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70 the Reverend, the Clergy, and the Laity of the Church of England in
Canada :

FREDERICTON. CHARLES NIAGARA

DEar BrerHreN,—The obligation resting on the Church of God
. to disseminate the Gospel of her blessed Lord among the heathen is
founded on a two-fold call: a Divine command from above, and a
heart-rending cry from beneath. The Divine command is the imper-
ative injunction of the Redeemer Himself,

“ Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel o every creature,”
and the heart-rending cry is that deep groan, which, whether coming
from Mohammedans, Hindoos, Buddhists or the utter heathen of
barbaric lands represents the despair of 973,000,000 of human beings.

The encouragement which the state of the world to-day affords to
the Church to persevere in her holy work of advancing the cause of
Christ among the nations who know Him not, is great and manifold.
[t is summed up in the following statement, gathered from statistics
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which may justly be deemed accurate : The feeble flock of the day of
our Lord’s Ascension, numbering only a few hundred, is now repre-
sented by a mighty host of 400,000,000 souls.

In the early part of the first century, there was everything from a
human standpoint to discourage, and little to cheér the infant Church
ption of the Holy Land, and a few

of Christ. At that time with the exc
isolated places, the whole world was pagan. From the Emperor on his
throne to the labourer in the field, all the learned and all the unlearned,

all the rich and all the poor, eyery city, town and hamlet, every strong-
hold and every interest, all were on the side of heathenism. The
Magi from the East had asked, ““Where is He that is born King of the
Jews”? Christ was a King, but of all the Kings then «ruling in the
world, none seemed so weak as He whose throne was forever and ever:
of all sceptres His apparently the feeblest ‘which held sway over no
empire, at least of which the world took cognizapee, and whose follow-
ers seemed to inherit no other legacy than the bitter lmslility of the
Jew, the sneer of the Greek and the haughty contempt, of, the Roman.

If we contrast the state of the world as jt then was with the positign
of affairs to-day, we shall see how/much the Churcly has to gladden her
heart and make her take fresh courage from the past. In this year of
grace, before Him, who when He was,on earth had not where to lay
His head, two mighty continents with all their busy millions baw down
and call Him Lord, ‘and He who once was-despised and rejected of
men is to-day “ worshipped in cities more splendid than Ephesus and
in empires niore vast than that of Rome.”  The relative position,
moreover, of these things towards Him whose Kingdom was not of this
world, is also marvellously changed ; their pomp and empire have all

passed away ; their graves, like those of a household, lie side, by side

in the great cemetery of the forgotten past, but this King has grown ;
each century has spread new glories at His feet, until at. the present
hour, after nearly nineteen hundred years, He is the mightiest of all
sole King of Kings and Lord of Lords. In the first century the world
scorned to notice Him ; to-day its lords and rulers bow their heads and
own Him infinite and supreme. :
Encouragement comes also to the Church from the manifested
power of the Gospel in overcoming the fiercest and most intractable
savages of the earth, and in making them the lowly followers™ of the
blessed Saviour. Barbaric nations once supposed absolutely incapable
of feclamation are to-day found among the professors of Christ’s name,
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and illustrating in their lives the power of Divine truth.  The hymns of
Heber, Wesley and Newton, are now sung, not only in the splendid
Churches of Europe and America, but Hindoos and Mohammedans
have caught them up on the sunburnt plains of India ;-Fiji and New
Hebridees Christians have re-echoed them amid the islands of the
Pacific, while Mongols in China, and Africans on the chores of the
great Nyanza have learned their sweetness, and with glad hearts sing
them now afresh into the listening ear of God.

Instead, therefore, of being discouraged, the Church should rejoice,
and, gathering configtence from the triumphs of the past, go forth with
renewed energy and\faith to haste the coming “of her. Lord. And
what if some oppose the work of Foreign Missions, and say, like the
spies returned to Kadesh, that difficulties are insuperable, walls too
high, and giants too many to expect success ; let us not be depressed,
but on the contrary, let us say, “ O God, we have heard with our ears,
and our fathers have declared unto us, the noble works that Thou didst
in their days, and in the old time before them.” Let us, like' Joshua
and Caleb, still the people, infuse a brighter hope and more trustful
courage ; remembering that He who has commanded His Church to
preach His Gospel to every creature, is able to do exceeding abund-

Tantly above all that we ask or think, according @ the power tha work-
eth in us. :

. Lastly, the #riumph of Missions will be forever secured in that
glorious hour when God will take the stone which the builders refused
and make Him the head of the corner: when type and sign and
prophesy shall ‘all be fulfilled, and when Christ shall be the Head, not
only of those who to-day constitute the heathen, but sole Lord of all

/ the earth ; the one Crowned King from pole to pole.

The Church here in Canada has done well in the great cause of
Foreign evangelization. By means of her Mission Board she has
made the dissemination of tne Gospel among the heathcn part of her
very existence and system. Internal development and external pro-
gress both demand and receive her constant solicitude and care. The
Board, therefore, tnappealing now to you seeks to enlist the sympathy
and gain the hearty support of all our members in the Divine cause of
Missions, dear as it must be to the heart of our risen and ascended
Lord. Your constant prayers and pecuniary support are fervently
asked for a cause of momentous interest to you ail.
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According to the most reliable statistics, the Church of England in
the British Isles has contributed in the last twenty years $46,100,000
to Foreign Missions ; the Roman Catholic $840,000 ; the Church of
Scotland $3,018,000 ; Non-conformist bodies $32,600,000.

The fields are white to the haryest, but the labourers are few. The
Master calls us all to increased love, to intensé zeal, to more thorough
consecration.

NOTE.—It is recommended that the offerings for this purpose be sent at

as early a date as possible to the Secretary-Treasurer of each Diocese, to be by
him transmitted to Mr. |. J. Mason, Gene ral Treasurer of the Society, Hamilton,

Ont
CHAS. H. MOCKRIDGE,’ D.D.,

o
Geéneral Secretary, )’I'mwllu.

)

The Secretary-Treasurer in each Diocese, to whom all moneys are
to be sent as follows :
. Nova Scotia, Rev, Dr. Partridge, Halifax, N.S;
Quebec, George Lampson, Quebec, P.Q. ‘
Zoronto, D. Kemp, Merchants Bank Buildings, Torepto, Ont.
Fredericton, Geo. E. Fairweather, St. John, ‘\ B.

Montreal, Rey, Canon Empson Montreal, Que.

Huron, J. WgMcWhinney, London, Ont.

Ontario, R, V<'Rogers, Kingston Ont.

Algoma, D, Kemp, Merchants Bank Buildings, Toronto, Ont.

Niagara, |. J: Mason, Hamilton, Ont.

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1892.
REV. AND DEAR SIR,-

With this appeal [ gend -you three copies of the -Annual Report
(1892) of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Church
of England in Canada, with the request that you will be so good as to
hand two of them to your Church wardens or other influential men of
your parish as you may think proper.

Yours truly,
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: Secretary.
Toronto; Dec. 22nd, 1892.




