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.ol moneys remitted to the Treasurer in such proportions to this

CONSPITUTION

OF THE

WESTERN ONTARIO BIBLE SOCIETY,

AUXILIARY TO THE
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.
/ e B

/
1.—This Society shall be known as the WESTERN ONTARIO BisLE Soc1ETY ;
the object of which shall ‘be to co-operate with the British and Foreign. Bible
Society in circulating the Holy Scriptures, without note or comment, both at

. home and abroad.

2.—All persons paying One Dollar or upwards annually, shall be members
of the Society. Twenty Dollars paid at one time to this Society,or to any
Branch connected with it, shall constitute the giver a life member ; and Fifty
Dollars paid at one time to this Society, or to any of its Branches, shall con-
stitute the giver, with the consent of the Directors, a life Director,

3.—The busineéss of the Society shall be conducted by a Board of
Directors, consisting of the President, Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer and
Secretary, with one or more lay members of the Society from each Protestant
Church in the City of London. The President and Secretary of each Branch
in connection with the Society, and all Protestant Ministers, being members
of the Society or of any of its Branches, shall be ez-oficio members of the
Board, Five shall form a quorum. ,

4.—The Board shall meet bi-monthly, on the second Friday in the
months of January, March, May, July, September and November ; and at
any other time, on the call of the President, or of a Vice-President and the
Secretary.

3 5.—At all meetings of the Board, the President, or in his absence the
senlor Vice-President present, shall pred:tc; or if no Vice-President be
present, such member as shall be chosen for that purpose. The meetings
shall be opened by reading from the Holy Scriptures and prayer.

6.—A general meeting of the Society shall be held annually, at such
time and place as the Bous shall appoint, when the Annual Report and the
Treasurer's account, duly audited, shall be présented, and & Board be
inted for the ing year.
7.—Branches connected with this Society may direct the appropriation
to tiha British and Foreign Bible Society, as the Branches respectively shall/
decide.

8.—All moneys received by this Society, and not required for its own
operations, shall be from time to time remitted to the Treasurer of the British
and Foreign Bible Society.

9.—For the purpose of giving effect to the benevolent d of the
British and Foreign Bible Seciety in their gmu of Scriptures Io:.m'ﬂmﬂon
among the poor, the Committee of the Society, and of its Branches, shall
inquire ']fu:nhhmlau ort:‘ndiv:;l&'sh are in want :!od mobolt;. or Testaments,
and may furnish them there at prime cost, reduced price, or tis,
according to their circumstances. ¢ 48

10.—No alteration shall be made in this Constitution except at an Annual
General Meeting, and after two months’ notice has been given to the Board,
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1880.

OFFICE-BEARERS. o
Y et ' ‘ I‘

THE EARL OF HARROWBY. !
" Vice-Presidents. = | 1ss2.

IN ORDER OF APPOINTMENT s : ;

1847, BISHOP PERRY, D. D, ’ | 1883.

1856, BISBHOP RYAN, D. D. |

1857. The BISHOP of NORWICH. ;

1858. The DUKE of DEVONSHIRE, K. G. |

1859, The BISHOP of BANGOR. 1

1860. The BISHOP of ANTIGUA.

1861. The BISHOP of MADRAS

1862. The ARCHBISHOP of YORK.

% 1863, The BISHOP of GOULBURN. <
The BISHOP of GLOUCESTER afd BRISTOL. )
The LORD CHARLES, RUSSELL. 1885.

1865. The LORD EBURY. ; ‘

1867. The BISHOP of NELSON,
BISHOP ALFORD, D. D.

1868. JOSEPH TRI'I'I‘ON

1869. The BISHOP of PETER 30ROUGH.

1870, The BISHOP of ST. ASAPH.

1871, The BISHOP of CHICHESTER.
Rev. JOHN STOUGHTON, D. D, |
Rev.” WILLIAM ARTHUR, M.A. |

. - 1872, The BISHOP of AUCKLAND. |
' The DEAN of LLANDAFF, MASTER of the TEMPLE. |
1873. The EARL of DARNLEY.
BISHOP MITCHINSON, D.C.L., D.D.
The BISHOP of TKINIDAD.
1874, The BISHOP of WINCHESTER.
The BISHOP of BATH and WELLS.
The BISHOP of ST. DAVID'S,
Rev. JOSEPH, ANGUS, D.D.
Rev. GEORGE OSBORN D. D.

1875. The Rt. Hom\ 8ir HARRY VERNEY, Bart, |
Rev. PREB. DANIEL WILSON, M. A, |

1676. The BISHOP of MANCHESTER.,
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1877, The EARL of ABERDEEN. Tux R
The EARL FORTESCUE. -
Sir J. H. KENNAWAY, Batt., M. P.

The BISHOP of ROCHESTER.
BISHOP HALE, D. D.
The ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY
The BISHOP of LONDON.
The BISHOP of SODOR and MAN.
\ 1878. The BISHOP of LICHFIELD.
Rev. DONALD FRASER, D.D.
Sir FRANCIS G. M. BOILEAU, Bart,
1879. The BISHOP of DURHAM,
The DEAN of RIPON,
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Rev. SAMUEL NEWTH, D.D.

The BISHOP. of LIVERPOOL.

. Sir WILLIAM MUIR, K.C.8.1

SAMUEL MORLEY,

J. GURNEY BARCLAY, Eeq.

ALDERMAN S8ir W, McARTHUR K. C. M G.

Rev. OWEN THOMAS, D. D.

Rev. LEWIS EDWARDS D.D.

Rev. C. H. SPURGEON.
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Rev. ANON B. F, WESTCOTT, D. D., REGIUS PROFESSOR of
DIVINITY at CAMBRIDGE.
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Rev. JOSHUA C. HARRISON.
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The BISHOP of RIPON.
ALDERMAN 8ir R. N. FOWLER, Bart., M. P.
Hon. JAMES FERRIER Montrul
Rev. HENRY ALLON,
Rev. ALEXANDER MCLAREN D.D.
The BISHOP of EXETER. . "
Rev. WILLIAM MUIRHEAD, Shanghai.
The BISHOP of SOUTHWELL.
Rev. CANON EDWARD HOARE, M A.
Rev. the LORD FORESTER, M. A.
The LORD MOUNT-TEMPLE,
The LORD JUSTICE FRY, F.R.S,
The BISHOP of GIBRALTAR.
PROF. Sir M. MONIER-WILLIAMS, K¢, C.L E, D.C. L.
F. J. WOOD, Eeq., L. L. D.
Rev. W. H. DAL NGER LLD., F.RS8.
Rev J. OSWALD DYKES D. D.
D. ALCROFT, Esq.
Rev CARR J. GLY
Sir THOMAS FOWELL BUXTON Bart.

Treasurer.
JOSEPH GURNEY BARCLAY, Esq.

Secretaries.
REV. JOHN SHARP, M.A. Tae REV. W. MAJOR PAULL.

Superintendent of the Translating and Editorial Department.
Tae REV. WILLIAM WRIGHT, D. D.
Assistant Foreign and Financial Secretary.
MR. CHARLES FINCH.
Assistant 8ecretary (pro tem.)
MR. H. C. EDMONDS.
- Superintendent of the Publishing and Issue Department.
MR. J. J. BROWN.

Accountant. ‘gll.’ Oomo.‘.n.
MR. W. P, WAKELIN, MR. A. EC STEIN,
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

President.
THE RIGHT REV. M, S. BALDWIN, D. D., BISHOP OF HURON.

Vice-Presidents.

REV. JOAN SCOTT.

REV. CANON INNES, M. A,
REV. W. JEFFERS, D. D.
REV. DAVID SAVAGE.
REV. E. EVANS, D. D.

REV. JOHN GEMLEY.
REV. J. A. MURRAY.

REV. J. W. BEAUMONT, D. D.

REV. A, W. WADDELL.
MR. HENRY MATHEWSON.
MR. ADAM MURRAY.

. MR. ALEX. JOHNSTON.

MR. THOS. CRISPIN (Guelph).
MR. J. W. ROBSON (Vanneck).

MR: ANDREW THOMSON.

Permanent Secretary, and Depositary.
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Honorary Secretary.
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Treasurer.
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General Committee.
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MR. JOSEPH JEFFERY.
MR. E. 8. COLLETT.
MR. GEO. ROBINSON.
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MR. THOMAS EVANS,
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MR. R. LEWIS.

MR. N. F. YEO.

MR. WM. WEBSTER. %
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MR. THOMAS ORR.

MR. HENRY E. NELLES.

With all Ministers of the Goepel: (being Subscribers to the funds of the
Society), and the Presidents and Secretaries of Branchel connected with

the Society.

Life Director. .\ _
REV. I. W. BEAUMONT, D. D., M. D.

Life Members.

Tae Ricar Rev, I, HhLLMUTH
D.D,, D.C.L.

VERY Rev, M. BOOMER, LLD
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Rev. I. W. BEAUMONT, D.D., M.D.

Rev. NEIL MoKINNON,

MRS
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THOS. MCCORMICK Esq.
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THE ANNUAL MEETING

-——OF THE&—

Western Ontario Bible Society

= WAS HELD IN THE ——

Vlctorla Hall, Clarence St;;"London Ont.,
January 11th, 1887.

RT. REV. M. 8. BALDWIN, D.D., BISHOP OF HURON, PRESIDENT,
IN THE CHAIR.

_After the éinging of ah appropriate hymn, in which, led by
the choir, the audience joinied, the Rev. Canon Richardson, of the
Memonal Church, read a portion of Seripture and offered prayer.

The Bishop stated that intelligence had just been received
by telegram that the train by which the Rev. John Potts, of
Toronto, was on his way,-was obstructed by the heavy snow-
storm prevalhng, and the meeting would be deprived of the plea-
sure of hearing the address on the object and work of the Bible
Society, which that well-known and highly respected minister
had been announced to deliver. Other ministers present had,
however, kindly consented to supply the lack of service occasioned
by his unavoidable absence. \

The meeting then listened with deep attenf.lon and profit to
an address delivered by His Lordship, characterised by’ his
accustomed beauty of diction and impressive earnestness of
manner, but above all by the grouping of grand truths presented
in the Blble which give to that wondrous volume its indisputable
supremacy over all other books, and are destined to maintain its
existence and saving influence throughout all the future of time.
The triumphs which the British and Foreign Bible Society
and similar agencies are achieving by its dissemination, proclaim
its divine authorization, and should stimulate all the people of
God to constant, earnest prayer, and co-operation.

After the singing of another hymn, the Annual Report was
read by the Secretary, the Rev. E. Evans, D.D., and the Financial
Statement of the Treasurer, G. F. Jewel] Esq by E. Baynes
Reed, Esq.

-
\
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It was then moved by Andrew Thomson, Vice-President and
Honorary Secretary of the Society, seconded by A. B. Powell,
Esq.: )

‘“That the reports just read be adopted and published, and that the

Directors, and Officers, and Committee for the past year be reappointed for
the ensuing year.”—Carried. (See page 6.)

In seconding the motion, Mr. Powell expressed his strong
conviction that the work of the Socicty is in strict accord with
the will of God, and has an undeniable claim upon the co-opera-
tion of all\the churches. He felt that the Society was much
indebted for “its-success to the energy with which the Rev. Dr.
Evans, at his adyanced period of life, still applies himself to the
work assigned to him, and hoped that every good citizen would
liberally respond to the calls made from time to time on behalf of
this great cause.

In compliance with the request of the President, addresses
were then delivered by the Revs. D, G, Sutherland, LL.D., of the
Queen’s Avenué* Méthodist Church, and ‘Principal Fowell, of
Huron College. Their eloquent and vigorous advocacy of the
claims of the Bible Society afforded the highest satisfaction to the
audience, who recognized thankfully their kind and efficient
occupancy of the place which the Rev. Dr. Potts had been pre-
vented from filling.

The collection was then taken, during which /the thanks of
the meeting were given to the choir for their services. The Rev.
Dr. Evans expressed on behalf of the Society tHeir sense of obli-
gation to Mr. J. G. Jewell for the very efficient discharge of his
duties as Treasurer.

After singing the Doxology, the meeting was closed by His
Lordship with the Apostolic Benediction.

REPORT.

The Directors of the Western Ontario Bible Society, in
presenting their report for the year just closed, refer, with un-
feigned pleasure and gratitude to Almighty God, to the cheering’
tidings conveyed in the last Annual Report of the Parent Society.
Never has its work been prosecuted with more ardor, or been
accompanied with more encouraging mahifestations of Divine
guidance and blessing, The financial means have been liberally
supplied, having reached the sum of £238,391 18s. 6d. The
copies of the Sacred Scripture distributed during the year, in 268
different languages and dialects, were 4,123,904, veraging about
78 per minute ‘during every working hour. The total issues of
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the Society now amount to 108,320,869 copies. Many interesting
details of yhis wonderful Agency will be found in the Appendix
to this R¢port.

As/an humble Auxiliary of this God-honored institution, the
Western Ontario, through its various Branches, is rendering aid,
and not without evidence of success.

AGENCY.

The visitors of the Branches have generally been encouraged
in their toil, often involving self-denial, and sometimes danger,
but these have been cheerfully endured, and good results have
followed persevering effort. With few exceptions the existing
Branches have prospered, and a few additional have been
organized.

COLPORTAGE,

Our long tried friend, Mr. John Crombie, still labors success-
fully to spread the Word of Truth through the land, and a goodly
number are doubtless induced by his personal intercourse to pur-
chase and use the Scriptures who would otherwise be rarely led
to do so.

The subjoined statistics are gratifying as marking prayer-
formed progress :

77‘7 "Mies | Visits | BisLes | TEsr’s | ToTAL
| TRAVELLED. | PArp. | SorLp. | SoLp. | SaLgs,
Previous Year... ....... 1420 | 3653 : 346 472 816
Present Year............ 1747 4072 372 598 968
Increase ................ | s | a9 2 | 126 | 152
DEPOSITORY.

Owing to the considerable number of Scriptures furnished
the preceding year to stock the Branches newly opened, we were
led to expect a decrease in sales for the current year, but it is
gratifying to announce that with the exception of a decrease in
the number of Testaments, arising from the unusual demard
made the previous year by the introduction of the “Penny
Testament,” the sales have exceeded those of last year.
We are therefore encouraged to expect a larger distribution the
coming year, as the stocks supplied to the new Branches shall be
disposed of and require replenishing.

Looking at the constantly increasing interest taken in Sab-
bath Schools by the various Christian bodies, a growing demand
for Bibles and Testaments will doubtless have to be met,
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Scriptures for schools are always on hand, and sold at the
Parent Society’s low prices, with only freight and duties added.

FINANCIALL

Notwithstanding the oft-uttered cry of “hard times,” the
receipts for the year, as shown in the Treasurer’s statement,
testify to the deep conviction of the lovers of truth that the duty
and importance of its extension in our own land and throughout
the world is being steadily kept in view.

The removal by death, and otherwise, of a number of our
city subscribers has stimulated others to ally themselves with
this department of our work, and by the persevering efforts of the
collector, the subscription list has reached $656.00, being $94.00
above that of last year.

The free contributions of Branches to the W. O. B. S. and
to Parent Society are each in adivance of the previous year,

We append the subjoined comparative exhibit :

Free contributions by Branches for W. O. B. 8, last year. .. ... ...$806 49
“ o ‘ = this year.......... 920 96
TNOT OISO s o o s o s mn e WIS S ks e s vomaratars $124 47

Free contributions for B. & F. B. 8., last year..................... $519 01
O o8 L ShAE YORY oo oo svian smsmiarsisia's 593 86
TONOROMNE -0 vio v w2ie s T T S e TR Ao $ 74 85

From Branches, total increase.......................... $199 32

Sales at Depository, last year.....................c.ooii $629.41
st v ShIn YORY, oo s smweismr i e R e e 856 76
LT T T T $227 35

Receipts from Branches on purchasing account, last year...... ..... 83[23 43
Ly L s ¢ thisyear............ 9 25
IDORORN :iswrsisis GuaE N E b wimabiale e siomisone oo daon $245 42

A few Branches have not yet made their returns, but we
trust some will do so in time to appear in the report when going
to press.

The Appendix to accompany that report will contain copious
extracts from the Parent Report now in hand, calculated to awaken
yet deeper interest in the noble work now beingjprosecuted with
marked evidences of blessing’to the human race.
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The Committee, in conclusion, beg to tender the thanks of

the.Society to the Officers and Directors for their services during
the year, and recommend their re-appointment for the ensuing
year.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

4
FOREIGN TRANSACTIONS OF THE PARENT SOCIETY.

FRANCE.

The human heart instinctively feels after the Living God. And the
Living God presents Himself in the revelation of His Son.

Tie national Church of France has not given to her children freely the
life-giving words of the Divine Son. And religion has in consequence suf-
fered. he Minister of Worship now oﬂioiﬁlly calls the Christianity of
Franoe * a superstition, de%rmdlng to humanity.” The Archbishop of Paris
replies, that his Church will yet attend the funeral of her antagonists. Into
these bitter waters your Committee have been casting, as God gave them the
nieans, the healing leaves of His Holy Book. And there are Frenchmen who
welcome the supply. Colporteur Derré shows his books to fellow-travellers
by rail. One bought a large Bible, saying that he had long wished for the
Book, but did not know where it could be got. Another bought a New
Testament. On alighting, they both wished Derré good success, saying,
¢ Thig is the book our people need most.”

The issues for the year were over 162,000 copies. They raise the number
supplied by this Society in France to over seven and a half millions (7,568,-
082). Many have perished, but some bear fruit.

The sales made directly through the Sosiety’'s depots and colporteurs are
slightly in advance of the previous year. The increase of 28,000 copies in
the total circulation is largely due to the 20,500 Gospels carried away by
visitors to the Hxposition du Travail, which was open from July to Novem-
ber, 1885,

Of this exhibition M. Monod gives interesting details.

There were frequent explanations given to visitors who looked astonished
that so much should be done for this Bible, of which they had hardly ever
heard before. A few Specimens of the Gospel in Many Tongues were given
away, and large numbers of our new leaflets of Facts and Figures in French.
Testaments were given to all the officials and exhibitors who were disposed
to accept them.

A striking feature in the matter is that we took part in it as French
exhibitors, and in the section de l'enseignement (instruction). The consequence
was—singularly enough in our days of fierce anti clericalism in schools—that
the Bible appeared as a part of the materiel scolaire !

The number of whole Bibles s:ld by the colporteurs in the year was
5,269, as against 5,223 of the previous returns, *

. Oar colporteurs have very seldom to do with the rich. Being themselves
of humblé rank, they go among the classes that have to earn their bread by
daily toil. They are for such péople messengers of good news, and of com-
fort ; and ngore time than in former years is now given to reading the Scrip-
tures to enquirers.

Between the olorgyr v\vho denounce and destroy the Bible, and the
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authorities who apparently would fain abolish God, the colporteurs find the
common people in perplexity. They are between two fires.

Migault says : *‘ How difficult colportage is in these districts!| We are
well received, but how can we sell a Testament to a Roman Catholic who has
given a bond to his curé never to buy or read such books? The curé is in
the habit of visiting people who have bought. He asks what has been paid.
He lays the money on the table, and, for fear of defiling his sacred hands,
takes the book with the tongs, throws it into the fire, and sits to watch it
burning.”

Derré bears similar testimony.

A woman who had bought a Testament found it so good that she sent it
to the curé to be blessed, but of course never saw it again. Another said, *‘I
cannot buy. Our curé told me that there were colporteurs travelling about
to sell Protestant books, and we are forbidden to buy them.” ¢ Well,” re-
plied Derré, ‘‘ this cannot apply to my books, for they are good ones.” He
read a few passages. She lonked surprised and said, ** Certainly the curé
could not mean such books as yours, for they only speak of le bon Dieu ; and,
the curé notwithstanding, I shall have a Bible.”

A man had bought a Testament which his son was reading when the curé
saw it and offered to buy the book of him ; the boy declined to sell, and the
father approved. On several occasions the curé renewed his protest against
the book, saying that it was bad and ought not to remain in such good
Eeople’s hands. But it was withouf success, until he offered 5 frs. for the

ook, The boy was not able to resist the tempting offer, and yielded. He
gave the money to his father, who purchased with it at once a large Bible
instead of the Testament

Migault is an active living Christian. Being unmarried, he moves about
readily and inexpensively, Hearing of cases of cholera in the Isle of
Noirmoutier, he went there, and sold about eighty New Testaments,—all
that he had with him.

Decelle has removed to a harder field, around Bayonne and Biarritz ; but
he proves a good salesman. He says :-

If we remained with lips closed, as some desire we should, or if we offered
our books to none but Protestants, our work would be easy, we should awaken
no hostility. But the Master says, ‘Go on,” and we must speak ; and this

roduces violent protestations on the part of the (spiritually) sick. At
yonne there are many such. There is, therefore, much to do, and there
are many difficulties to overcome ; but nevertheless we shall be ‘more than
conquerors through Him that loved us.’

Great is the difficulty of selling in the Basque mountains, where the clergy
preach strongly against ‘that dangerous poi#h, which they call Bible, or
Testament.” Most are unable to read, and many do not speak French.
Convents, and statues of saints, and the Virgin, cover the ground.

Pastor Philip in the Gers has, by request, inaugurated a Protestant
service in the house of a schoolmaster, who was converted through a Bible
sold to him some years ago. Two hundred were present on the first occasion.

In the solitary region of the Cevennes, it is a long step to visit even a
single house. In one such, Bonnet says :—

I found a woman happy to hear about the things of God; and she wanted
t6 detain me, but her husband protested. I gave the woman a Gospel of St.
John, and left the house. The husband followed me with threats, and forbade
me ever to come again. But that little Gospel was blessed to him. He is
now a diligent attendant at church, and has sent me a message to go and see
them,

In a tour in the Ardtche, Gras found in a village which he had never
visited before, several Testaments formerly sold there. ~They seemed to be
highly valued, and an old shoemaker, known in the village as the pious man,
owes real conversion to the simple reading of the Scriptures.
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Bouillanne gives the next examples :—

I sold, about four years ago, a small pocket Bible to a shepherd in the
Drome. A few days ago he came to my house to ask for a large-sized Bible.
¢ Ever since the day I bought it,’ said he, ‘I have carried it with me to read,
and now it is worn out. 'Thanks be to God, I have renounced Popish errors,
and whenever I can, I attend the Protestant service.’

A woman, devoted to pilgrimages, was visiting a Roman Catholic friend
as superstitious as herself. She observed a copy of De Sacy’s Bible half-
destroyed by damp, and thrown upon a heap of rubbish. ¢Why have
you thrown that book away ?’ she asked.  ‘Oh, it is one of those bad books
sold by Protestants,’ she said. ‘I bought it by accident, but after reading a
few lines, I threw it in the cellar. ‘ Will you give it to me ?' said the friend.
‘[ can read a little, and it will amuse me.” She picked up the book and took
it home. After comparing it with her Mass Book, she saw the truth. She
left the Roman Catholic Church, visited the pasteur, and consulted all the
Christians whom she knew. She now does all she can to persuade people to
read the New 'l'estament.

M. Monod cannot pass the Drome without referring to the evangelistio
work in the mountains done by two ladies, of whom Pastor Houter says, ‘I
should bless England, if it often sent us Christians like them.” To aid the
work the Gospel of St. Luke has been issued in large print for sale much below

cost.

¢ Tell the Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society that their
work produces good fruit,’ is the inspiri%ing message from Colporteur Faucon.
¢ If some burn the Bible, others read it with pleasure, It is a grand thing to
sell a few copies of God’s Word, Our watchword is, £n avant !’

Brémond travels in the villages. One day, as he sat behind a wall eating
his breakfast of bread and an orange, a good woman brought him a bottle of
vin ordinaire. ‘ Drink that, my brave man,’ she said ; ¢ you ought to have
come in and shared our meal.” He did not need to ask if the Bible was known
in that home,

A woman who had not 2d. wherewith to pay for a Testament, offered
him cheese to the same value, and it was accepted. Brémond cares much for
the many Italians employed in Marseilles, During the cholera, he waited at
the factory doors to give them Gospels. One evening a Roman Catholic
woman knocked at his door, and asked to be allowed to attend his family
prayers.

Bursin reports the following : —

In a house I had made vain efforts to sell a Testament which a child
eagerly desired, After a dispute the parents consented to buy a Portion, but
not without grumbling, and the father said it was money Jost. But the Lord’s
ways are marvellous. Last Tuesday, at the market of Bazé, that man came
to me and eaid, ‘ Are you not the man who sold a Gospel of St. John to my
child? He read to us part of it; and I read it myself, and now I want to bave
the whole Bible.’

Dugrenier visits the mineral watering-places in the Vosges. Contréxe-
ville seems a favorite rendezvous for the clergy.

There were forty curés there, and the Archbishop of Bourges (Cher).
The latter came frequently near Dugrenier’s table, and saluted him ; but
bought nothing himself. He sent a curé to buy a Bible, and some copies were
sold to sisters of mercy.

The curé of a certain commune sent Terrier a private summons to call on
him. He began by buying an octavo Bible. He urged Terrier to sell as many
as he could in the parish, but without mentioning his approval till he should
have definitely abandoned the Church of Rome. Terrier sold forty copies
there, and is sure that not one of them will be burned.

On the frontiers of Belgium great misery for want of work, and many
persons without bread, are reported. In such circumstances sales are few ;
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but cases of great self-denial to obtain a Testament are tioned. ‘The
people who buy now do so for.a real desire to read the Scriptures.’

An old curé bought a Testament from Ch. Lemaire, saying, °I believe
you are doing a good work in circulating the Soriptures.’

The fruit of bygone work sometimes comes to light ;

Several years ago, says Depierre, I sold a Bible to a man who told me
that if he found it was not the true Bible he would burn the book. I had not
met him since, till last Monday, when I met him in a diligence, He was en-

ed in hot discussion with the curé, whom he op with surprising pro-
priety. I asked him where he had gained so much knowledge, and he said
¢ from a Bible purchased long ago from a colporteur.” He recognized me then,
and thanked me, and we travelled together several days on foot. Wherever
we came he confessed his faith, and helped me in my work, He is married,
and told me that his wife and child would also confess their faith.

A curé asked Depierre why he sold his books so cheap. ‘Isit,’ he sgid,
‘to abolish the Roman Catholic clergy, or is it to spread the sound teaching of
our Lord ? Depierre answered, ‘ My only object is to b souls to the
Saviour,” The curé shook hands with him like a brother, said, ¢ If you
persist in that line, you will be blessed now and in eternity.’

Travelling by rail, he was singing hymns, when a gentleman asked him
to sit near him, and they entered into a conversation which ended in the sale
of a Bible, . He sold a Bible to a man who was the terror of his neighbors by
drunkenness. The man has given mp drinking, and now sings the Lord’s
praise. ; ’

|

GERMANY.

Mr, Watt is approaching the twentieth year of his active experience in
the Society’s service. Germany and Switzerland have had his unremitting

attention for five years, and his gpeutllo‘nn have reached a high degree of -

effi siency, bined with g y than ever,

The printing and total issues of the Agency were on a more extended
scale than in any previous ordinary year. Twenty-four thousand copies over
half a million left the press, and thirteen thousand copies over half a million
were issued by this Agency for circulation within its area, or for transmission
to other centres, 4

The Society's relations to Bible-work in Germany, have been carefully
examined, and re-arranged with a view to increased efficiency and economy.

‘Every copy in the total of 399,072 volumes supplied to Germany and
Switzerland, means bona.fide work done, which, with God’s blessing, will bear
fruit to His glory, Of 27,063 copies by which the circulation of 1885 d
that of the previous year, 20,000 were single (Gospels in German, supylied at
half Brluo to the Lucerne depot for Swiss emigrants leaving home for America,

Besides the above circulation within the German-Swiss Agency, 113,800
copies (or 36,258 more thaun in 1884) were despatched to Agencies elsewhere.

The number of copies supplied to the Army since 1831, now reaches
139,188 Bibles, and 687,328 New Testaments ; total, 826,516,

The venerable Major' Westphal the representative of His Majesty the
King of Prussia superintending the Army work, has just entered his 89th
year, and he reluctantly feels that the time has come when the cherished work
of thirty years of his life (and that of his father-in-law for twenty five years

reviously) must pass into the hands of a younger man. Major Westphal has
geoome very frail, and this winter, the drafting of the 400 and more orders,
with the money and other calculations, and the extensive correspond oon-
neoted with the work, would have been too much for his strength had not his
successor-designate given valuable helgi His Majesty’s sanction to the new
appointment is expected daily;-but Major West will, while he lives,
retain supreme supervision. If Bible-work in the Army has cost Major
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Westphal much care and toil, it has been a source of joy to him to be instru-
mental in patting so many copies of God’s word into the hands of others.*

The ready response given by officers and men to the invitation to provide
themselves wrih copies of the Scriptures, is a pleasing and hopeful feature in
the character of the Royal Prussian Army. Roman Catholic soldiers are
among those who send in their names for Bibles and New Testaments.

Thé early issue of Dr, Delitzsch’s Hebrew New Testament in 8vo. form
was promlul{ in the last report. It isa very beautiful book, as becomes a
translation of such t merit and the result of untold labor, The whole
Bible of the Uld and New Testaments can now be obtained in one volume,
and in a type of most attractive clearness,

Your Committee fully endorse the appreciative terms in which Mr.
Watt pays a well-deserved tribute to the memory of Mr. Hermann Jacklems
depositary at Cologne.

Mr. Jacklen joined the Society as a boy of 14, in 1848, and had been
thirty-seven years in service when he passed away in November last at the
age of 51 years. Like old Kilian of Bremen (see last Annual Report, p. 35),
Mr. Jacklen was a convert from Roman Catholicism, and it was by his in-
strumentality, under God, that our‘present able depot-assistant at Cologne,
Mr. J, Fischer, was similarly led to a knowledge of the Truth. Mr. Jacklen
was marked by extreme conscientiousness, deep piety, unsparing attention to
his duties, and great humility.

The chief note of the year, as reported by Mr. Watt, concerns the
relationship which it is proposed that your Society’s work in Germany should
henceforth bear towards the cognate work ducted by German Christians
on the spot. Your Committee are anxious to do anything in their power to
transfer to the Bible Societies of Germany the mpomibﬂitﬂ of furnishing the
supplies of Holy Scripture which that country requires. But without a fair
prospect that this would be accomplished, your Committee could not hastily
withdraw from Germany, or break up an o:iminﬁon attained by long years
of labor and & very large outlay, and which is now meeting a large demand,

In the circulation of the r:ﬁtum in Germany, this Society has ever
taken a deep inturest. Most of the existing German Bible Societies were
originally Auxiliaries of the British Society ; and from it (and more especially
during th trying years which followed the wars with the first Napoleon) they

received help in ts both of money and Scriptures.
To bru; thes:n ties with the past too mdlc’i'only would do harm rather

than good. At present there are parts of Germany, and oclasses of its popu-
lation, for whom there is, as yet, no effective source of Bible supply but fhe
British and Foreign Bible Society. Mr. Watt puts it thus :—

Out of the 45,000,000 people forming the tion of the empire, 16,-
000,000 are Roman Catholics, for whose spiri wants our Society stands
alone in provi the Word of God. There are over 2,000,000 more of non-
German natio (Jews, Poles, Lithuanians, and others), for whom ‘our
Society alone is adequately furnished with the needful vernacular versions.
No German Bible Sodat’v, or ﬂ'onp of Societies, is in circumstances to take
our place in provi or either of these two classes, or for even the Royal
Prussian Army and the Imperial German Navy, These three sections form
a large field in which our 8 exclusively is at present equipped for work.
It cannot forsake its charge local effort is ready to take its place.

With regard to the twenty-seven millions of German Protestants the

case is different, for this is not the only worker in the field. The
National Bible Soohzl:.lﬂs maintains or subsidises a numerous staff
of ool urs, The can Episcopal Methodists at Bremen, aided by the

Amerioan Bible Society, publish editions on behalf of that Society.

*Binoe the above was written, the Committee have heard that on the day of the Boclety's
Anniversary (May 5), Major Westphal passed quietly to his reward.
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INCIDENTS OF COLPORTAGE.

Colportage is a costly channel of circulation—more costly even than free

ts. It is not from financial reasons that your Committee press for sales
ﬁ;moolportage in preference to gratuitous distributi It is b any
amount of gifts of the Scriptures does not supply the place of a colporteur’s
visits from house to house in search of those who would never go to look for
a Bible. Colportage is difficult work ; its «::Fanle is great ; it exposes a
colporteur to abuse, rmontion, and inhospitality; But it is a form of real
missionary work, and indispensable in Germany, if the Roman Catholics there
are to be provided with the Bible.

Colporteur Daber, of Berlin, has found purchasers during the yedr for
2,110 volumes, of which 598 were Bibles, and 1,390 were Testaments. The
following is from Colporteur Daber :

I found a poor woman lying ill and not likely ever to be well again, but
she was htpgy in knowing her Saviour. Her son, also in bad health, was
doing what he could to provide for her wants. When able to sit up, she knits
stockings, in order to earn something, as she said, to buy petroleum or firing,
She felt deeply grateful for some kind attention of a neighbor and bought a
Bible to give as a present to this friend. :

In a farmhouse in one of the suburbs of Berlin, a young girl, who was ill,
bought & New Testament from me in the summer. Hearing that I was there
again she came and told me that I had not pointed her to the Saviourin vain,
Her mother bought two Bibles, in giving which to her children she said that
they were the most valuable pregents that she could bestow upon them.

Colporteur Bielenberg’s story of a day’s work bespeaks sympathy for all
patient laborers who go forth to * plough in hope.,” He says :—

I had worked the whole day withouselling, but the Lord gave me success
in the last building visited. The struggle began in & Destillation (brandy-
shop) where a man told me he lived by crime. He had just sold a cask of
rum, he said, and had very much overreached the buyer. I repeated the
text: ‘ What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his*
own soul ;” but he would listen to nothing about God’s Word, which, accord-
7" ing to him, was only & book of fables, *‘If it were a book of fables,” I said,
‘“‘you would love it ; but because it contains the Truth and condemns sin, all
who are far from God hate it.” After much discussion he bought a New
Testament, not to read, as he explained, but only to put it in his library.
The keeper of the Destillation, who had quietly listened to all that passed,
also bought a New Testament, A beginning was thus made. On' the first
floor, a Roman Catholic girl who had been only three months in Berlin, and
felt very lonely, took a New Testament. The door on the second floor was
no sooner opened than it was shut in my face with the remark that this was
a sick ward, and no Bibles were wanted. On the front flight of stairs I met
a servant and a laundress. The former bought a New Testament, the other
a Bible. The girl having no money with her, I had to follow her to the
kitchen, Here I found the girl who had slammed the door in my face, and
spoke geriously to her about her unbecoming treatment of God’s Word. She,
another girl in the house, and & woman.patient, each took a Testament. My
joy was great. Here, after a fruitless day, I sold eizht copies at the finish,

“The Lord often guides our steps in a wonderful way,” says the same
zealous colporteur, giving the following instance :—

When I knocked at the door on the. third floor, it was opened by a
woman who exclaimed that God had sent me. She explained that she had
long desired to have a Bible, and now she must buy one although it should
cost her her last money. She said that her husband, a godless man, was in
the hospital,but was showing signs of a better state of mind. In her distress
an old neighbor often cheered her by passages from the Bible. She believed
the Lord would not forsake her,
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An old w tiously opeming the door, which was chained inside,
asked what I wanted. There was only room to push a large- two-
shilling Bible through the aperture. This was the right answer, The Bible
pleased her, and through the opening came the two shillings.

Another class reached comes to light thus :—

A cabman said, ““I will at once buy this beautiful Testament, I never
get to church on Sunday ; one b like a heathen, but now I shall have
something good to read.”

Passing over many inst of disappointment or lucom{your Com-
mittee present an example of the work at Dantzic, from the
report of Colporteur Sohn,

Going on board a vessel, I found the men at dinner. The boatswain
received me with a volley of oaths. I repeated a verse of Scripture and
passed on to the vessel beyond, When I was recrossing the first vessel, one
of the men said: ‘I wish to buy two Testaments.” Another took ome.
The first came again and took two more. ' At length the boatswain himself
bought & New Testament, and we had some serious conversation. I found
him in & most unhappy state of mind, seeking peace and finding nonme. I
took occasion to point out to him that we should call upon God in our
spiritual needs, and then we should find Him a willing S8aviour.

So bitter is the spirit of the Roman Catholic Poles in Posen, that

*Colporteur Grau often finds no inn-keeper willing to let him have a bed, and

he has to spend the night in a stable. ongst his experiences the following
are given :— \

Going into a shop to buy some food, the woman asked me what I had
got in my bag. “ Bibles and Testaments,” I said. *“Oh! if my husband
were to buy any such books;” she said, ‘I do not know what I should have
to say to him.” It was with difficulty she allowed me to stay and eat what I
had bought.

A woman was about to buy a New Test: t, but her husband ing
in, she returned it in fear. The man was very rude and spoke much against
God’s Word. I told him he did not know its value, that he ought not to
behave himself so rudely to his wife, and that it was not well-pleasing in
God’s sight. Hereupon the poor woman burst into tears, and said that in
their house they had only money for strong drink, but none for the Word of
God. I told her to bear all with patience. The man was very much affected
and bought a Bible.

Oolporteur Zeller in Saxony had the following pleasant rencontre '—

A man accosted me in the street. ‘‘You do not know me, dear friend,
but I know you. You brought me a Bible three years G:so when I was lying
in bed ill, and with it much comfort and blullnq. has raised me up
and given me health of body and peace of mind.” Saying these words, he
again squeezed my hand in token of gratitude, and hurried away to catch a
train, 4

“ ] was permitted this week to see that the Bible still accomplishes its
purpose,” says Henschel : —

Six years ago I sold a Bible to a very worldly family. With them to
have a Bible was for mpeoublllilyn'u shke, nothing more. I called upon them
when [ was in the village, once in two years ; but they had little time to
speak of spiritual things. They lived in plenty, and were indifferent. But

e Lord has spoken seriously to them latterly, The wife, she told me, was
ten weeks at death’s door. In her distress of mind, and thinking of her
seven children, she turned to the Bible and read it. It taught her to pra;
mdbmght.bontnohlﬁt. The family was very luudtommwhn{
cpme this time, and I rejoiced that our work is not in vain in the Lord,

L)
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Oo:gorhnr L. Muller describes his visit to a Catholio vllhtfo in Baden,
where the introduction of the Scriptures has issued in the formation of a little
Protestant Church, He called, as usual, upon his old acquaintance, the
village priest, who dislikes the reading of the Scriptures by the laity.
Entering & pointsman’s cotfage, the colporteur was taken for a seller of
l:ﬂendn, and was ordered off. But in the end a Bible was bought, and the

‘e was much pleased at this, One had been given her asa wedding present
bykheir tor&e;l:hm, but her son, on leaving home, had been lﬂmud to
take it wi b

Many are the rebuffs and disappointments the oomnolm have to bear.
'S::h are a few illustrations of the success of their r. ‘““A blessing is
t.” {

SWITZERLAND.

The Society’s method of work in that interesting country has been

, 80 a8 to bring its operations and those of the Swiss Bible

Societies into one line. In this way it is hoped that a national Swiss Bible-

work will be developed, and become more and more independent of for-lgn

aid. The circumstances which made this re-organization neceseary, and the

change of plan introduced, will be best described in the words of your able
and conscientious Agent, Mr. Watt. Mr, Watt's statement is this :—

‘With October, 1885, the work of the Society in Switzerland may be said
to have entered on & new epoch. Under ever- circumstances, the
requirements were no I met by old plans, and a fresh start had fo be
mnde.d%h dnl;!' mmof';.yi};l:'.d s“:hnput. Tt].m Ol.l-inm ﬂh;l‘;ohﬁu
on, e ege of bu our res at the selling or redu ice
bujtozooelvod no further aid from us. Side by side with their depoty, wmui
sub-depots of our own, that is to say, some friend had a stock ur Bibles
and Testaments in his house on sale, and remitted the sum received for copies
actually sold yearly or half-yearly, receiving about 20 per cent. towards

There were two noteworth{h: tions te this arrangement. The late
Miss Gruet of Neuchatel was more e holder of a sub-de| She was
virtually an un, t of the Society, and besides her val gratuitous
services, she defrayed many local herself. The other ex on was
the late Mr. Schlatter, of 8t. Gall, who has been ably succeeded by Mr, Stolz
of the St. Gall Evan, Society. His sub-depot refunded each year all or
more than it received as a matter of business for ita services and expenses,

The death of Miss Gruet, and the discontinuance of several sub-depots,
limited the choice of plan for the future,

A visit to Switserland, paid by your secretary, the Rev, W. or
Paull, in company with your Agent, made it go-iblo to 033 on b
by personal interviews. These have, by the blessing of , led to satisfac-
tory results, The new arrangement is simple. The cantonal societies
wﬂ{ receive the 20 per cent. formerly to sab- ; and will in
return act as this Society’s representatives. They will sell its ptures at
its catalogue prioes ; and they will follow the system of the s depots
abroad in’ furnishing its books on favorable terms to and living
in isolated places, as well as to institutions sapported by private benevolence.

A part of the cost of moworkwmhddnydbLmM societies in
eir respective cantons, For it is a chief principle in the arrangement to
ocourage the development of an extensive national work, from which your

ty can by degrees withdraw as aid becomes less necessary to its .
manence and extension, i

-
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The new system has alread n to tell favorably upon the ofrculation.

" The total for 1885 is 33,500 copies above that for 1884.

Among the kindly expressions of satisfaction received from friends,
special mention must be made of a letter from the well-known Professor
Godet of Neuchatel, who thanks the Committee for the lively interest they
continue to take in the Bible wants of Switzerland,

There is no speoial feature in the reports of their colportage, unless it be
the melancholy one that, as they ﬁ chiefly among Protestants, *° they have
much to bear from scepticism and indifference,”

The contributions received from Swiss friends amount to £29 9, 6d. Of
this, the liberal item of £24 3s. 6d. is from St. Gall, through Mr. Stolz. The
Committee warmly appreciates these gifts.

It only remains to refer to two well known Swiss citizens who con-
seorated their lives in different ways to the service of the Bible, and who
closed their earthly course during 1885—Dr. Louis Segond, Professor of
Hebrew at Geneva, The Committee refer, as they have often done in their
Annual Reports, to the great beauty and intrinslo value ofw%. Segond’s
translation of the Scriptures into the French langusge. It will long per-

tuate his memory, and in whatever form its influence becomes rmmt.
t may be anticipated that it will be an instrument in God’s hand for drawing
many to read Word. -

The following memorial minute was recorded by the Committee upon the
death of Miss Gruet, of Neuchatel, which took place on June 30, 1885 :—

The Committee desire to record their very high and affectionate esteem
for the memory of the late Miss Gruet, of Neuchatel. To her they owe the
longest and most successful voluntary service which has been rendered to this
Soclety in Switzerland. It is not given to many to labor on its behalf unin.
terruptedly in the same spot for forty years. From the depot she :rmd
her own house in 1845, she was honored to send forth upwards of 140,
ocoples of the Sacred Scriptures. Hers was truly a * labor of love,” for
received neither fee nor reward. Her recom awaits her at the resurrec-
:onolthojun,lromthohmdlo! that Lord she delighted to serve and

onor,
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The last section closed with an ap] tive tribute to a gentle
Iately fallen asleep, who had de ly served the Bible cause
years, This opens with the living pean of another vetersm, mow in
fortieth year of his ministry to the same cause, and happily still able to
g: without any decay of the fire and Wthﬂ previous years. Vi

ve befallen espread charge, but the om.ln&ng feature
work has been victory and success. ’ Mr. man
Foreign Agent, finds & suitable motto for the opening
words of the 124th Psalm. * Enemies,” with kindled wrath, have sought
lwdlowhimn&l‘.‘c}nlok;"bnt the Lord has been on his side, and has
'ven him, or ellow-workers “ as & prey to their teeth.” The report
ppily once more in his own handwriting. »

The circulation has advanced in two ways. There has been
increase of nearly 4,000 in Testaments sold ; and there has been a distribution
:it th:d l::ldml’nth Exhibition e:if 24:6078888 lop;ln.’h Gos 52;8? :lnﬂn circula-

on n the reach 00] lespatohed to
other Agencies of the Society. . :

In the last Report a list of eighteen different editions, comprising 380,600
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copies of Scripture in ten or more different languages, then in the press, was
given. The editions printed during 1885 were thirty in all, and reached
401,152 copies. Fourteen more editions, numbering 140,000 copies in eight
languages, were in the press at its close. These printing opmt'l)onl make no
smal] demands upon your Agent's time and skill. The responsibility for their

acourate production, and for their safe storage till they are all required and
issued, is a heavy one,

The Society’s ¢ Austrian’ Agency not only covers the whole surface of
the Austrian empire and the Hungarian kingdom, but also includes the king-
doms of Servia and Roumania, the Turkish provinces of Bosnia and the
Herzegovina, which are administered by Austria, the princedom of Monte-
negro, and the Russian province of Poland.

It is a source of much satisfaction to your Ci ittee to know that health
and circumstances have allowed Mr. Millard to visit large portions of his field
during the year ; and that, notwithstanding one or two cases in which he has
* had to exercise discipline of a severe character,” his staff is, ‘as a whole,
com, of elements on which we may scripturally expect the blessing of
the Most High to rest.’ Your Agent says :--

Nothing can be more inspiriting than the simple and humble, but truly
evangelical labors of the Society, as carried on by a band of men who, with
all their failings, are animated by a true missionary spirit.

In general, Hungary contrasts favorably with Austria.

It cost us a world of trouble'last year to get a license in Bosnia for a
second colporteur, although a territory of perhaps half the extent of England
is clearly too much for one man to compass. The license dgingly granted
to our faithful Colporteur Herrmann, had to be renewed after a year. Not
the slightest semblance of a complaint was brought against him, yet we were
kept waiting without any kind of reply for weeks and months.

We thank God that in so stifling an atmosphere our circulation in Rosnia
was 3,788 copies ! And among these is it not interesting to gather that 294 in
Turkish found their way to. Muhammadans living there? The harvest is
-S’r i;. g. Your Ci ittee gladly meet with a few words on Bible-work in

ervia.

Servia deserves special mention because the din of war has again been
heard in it, and whenever that is the case, the voice of the Bible-colporteur
soon becomes audible. The usual work of our faithful laborer, Lichten-
berger, has suffered some interruption by the necessity of attending to the
wants of the prisoners from Bulgaria, and of the sick-and wounded,

In other respects our work has gone on much as usual, What we have to
mourn over in this country is not opposition, but what is almost worse, utter
apathy, spiritual barrenness, and in the up{wr classes much latent infidelity.
Our colporteur, it is but just to say, is a faithful witness both in word and
deed, in his wanderings throughout the country, to the simple Gospel of Christ.

Passing from Servia to the Tyrol, Mr. Millard touches upon the conspiou-
ous smallness of the 80 copies circulated in that region.

Some years ago we effected a large dissemination there, but the Govern-
ment then simply turned us out, and we have been kept out since. The book
is suffering the same ignominy as the Master did ; it is cast without the 3
suffering reproach, whilst the Priest and Levite still shout, ‘The temple of
the Lord are these.’

Elsewhere the colporteurs hold on their way—patient. ‘welf-denying, and

rsevering. Andyour Agentis satisfied that in every instance gthe Word of God
s'lueminned has left deep traces, and has brought fruit unto life everlasting.’

A few cases from the correspondence of the colporteurs are subjoined.
Thus, one colporteur found a Roman Catholic hunting up in his Bible the text
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of the priest’s sermon, and was not a little amazed at all the gentleman had
learned from his Bible. Another was shown by a farm-woman s Bible bought
from him years before, with the passages whloi he wished to have explained
carefully marked. A third was welcomed in Styria-by two ladies, who said,
¢ We have found peace in Christ, through the Bible you sold to us, and the
words which you added.” An old lady who had bought a New Testament ‘for
~.curiosity’s sake,’ sends the message, ‘ God reward the English Society a thou-
iud th'nel. The reading of the Book has made me and my daughter very
appy.

Colporteur P, offered a New Testament to a Jew. The man opened the
book and read Hebrews viii. through. He exclaimed, ‘That is the Book I
want,’ and then he advised Roman Catholics and other bystanders to buy
copies, and advanced the price for one of them.

Of Bohemia Mr. Millard says that, ‘in spite of the determined opposition
of the mighty adversary, and although thousands are out of employ, our work
has suffered little.’ The sales by colportage, clogged as they are by the method
enforced in Bohemia, have almost attained the high ﬁanu of the previous
year, and the total circulation has almost repeated itself,

There is much reason for gratitude in this district. Heartfelt acknow-
ledgment is due both to the Supreme Ruler, and to some of His earthly
depaties, No bookseller is allowed to have more than four colportage licenses.
We have been favored with double that number. And God, looking down in
His meroy on the country, once drenched with the blood of His martyrs, has
sent us men than whom better cannot be desired.

Hungary adjoins Galicia on the south, but the conditions of colportage
could hardly be wider apart. Mr, Millard says of Hungary and the adjoining
district of Transylvania :—

This is our Paradise. Here we get our license straight from head.
quarters. Here colportage in the full sense of the term is allowed. There is
little left for a Bible Agent to desire, We have many good and noble friends
in Hungary, who appreciate the work of the Bible Society, The best reward
we can offer them in return is to point to the evident change in favor of the
glorious principles of the Goospel which is creeping oyer the country,

The dissemination of 40,688 Gospels at the Buda-Pesth Exhibition must
hot be overlooked. An increase of 9,000 copies in the bona fide sales by the
colporteurs shows that extra exertions were made outside the Exhibition to
find purchasers,

‘¢ Are you sent by the English Bible Society 2"’ enquired a man. * Then
let me bid you welcome and tell you that I want to buy a Bible. At the
Buda-Pesth Exhibition this portion of the New Testament was given to me. °
I have read it with deep interest, and it has awakened in me a warm desire
to possess the whole book.”

Other features of interest find a place in Mr. Millard’s report. Sundnr
schools are steadily i ing, and ting & desire for Yo Men’s
Christian Associations and Bible Classes. The Baptist Church in Buda-Pesth

has drawn 3,817 copies from the depot, and has put them into circulation,

ITALY,

There is & happy difference between Signor Meille's report and those
which preceded it. There is no note of ‘‘depression” in it, ‘‘But for a short
apparition of cholera in Palermo, the country in 1885 enjoyed peace and pros-

ty. By God’s good providence nothing has interfered with our work, and
t has pleased Him to bless it more abundantly than ever.” Under such cir
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cumstances the composition of his report has been unusually pleasant.
Gratitude for the past, and good hope for the future, are its keynotes.

The Italian Agency has just completed the first quarter of a oentu? of
its systematised existence In that time its sales have been 186,495 Bibles,
450,719 Testaments, and 506,459 Portions ; in all, 1,233,673 copies. «Suppos-
ing two-thirds of these are still in existence, and still in Italy, we have aboyt
one Bible for every 200, and one Testament and a Portion for every 100
Italians. But the books are not thus evenly dispersed, and in many regions
there is still great need of patient, earnest colportage.

The circulation of the year shows considerable advance. The total in
1882 was 58,000 copies ; in 1883, 63,000 ; in 1884, 80,000 ; for 1885 it is 95,-
679 copies—the largest ever achieved. Of the increased sales, 4,400 are due
to the labors of a diminished staff of colporteurs, who have, by their little
books, carried the tidings of salvation out of beaten tracks into remote, un-
visited distriots, ‘‘ As far as I have begn able to ascertain,” writes Signor
Meille, *‘ there is no book in the Italian language that finds, year after year,
more buyers—and let us hope more readers—than the Holy gcrlptnm.’

The colporteurs go where perhaps for years to come no preacher of the

Gospel will set his foot. They are the true evangelists of those whom no one
else evangelises.

The sa'es from depots and sub-depots show a most encouraging increase,
having risen from 11,829 copies to 20,210, Several depots are now in mpch
better situations than formerly.

I often hear it said that the day for colportage is past, and that the Bible
is now sufficiently scattered over the land. I am fully gonudod, on the con-
trary, that our Italian work is just.beginning. The fi d-twenty years
that have gone by were its infancy—ite period of trial and of learning experi-
ence. Its steady development gives reason to hope that it will W more

and more as an instrument in God’s hands for the salvasion of souls and the
extension of His kingdom,

I cannot close these general remarks without expressing gratitude for the
generosity of the Committee, thanks to which Italy now enjoys the following
almost inoredible blessings :—

A Gospel to be had for five centimes, or one half-penny.

A New Test t for twenty centimes, or tw

A Bible for one franc, or tenpence,

All these are in clear, legible tygo When we read of these things, how
far back the time seems when the Bible was of all books the most strictly pro-
hibited in Ihl{. Some well remember having been imprisoned in the {’u 1
States for the lfh orime of carrying one Italian Bible in their valise, Ng:v
the Bible is freely sold up to the very gates of the Vatican.

Milan depot is better situated and more attractive than formerly. Its

window has done mission work, as has been the case in Warsaw and
elsewhere,

Big. Ghelfi, the depositary, displays in the shop window a large 4to.
Bible, open for passers by to read, taking care to turn the every morn-
. He soon observed that two or three whose business long:m y along
the Via Carlo Alberto acquired the habit of stopping to read their two
before going to work., One morning he heard one of them complain that ﬁe
?qo bad not been turned. He turned it at once, and a conversation followed.
he man has since joined one of the Milan Churches.

Old Lebbolo has been ill for many weeks ; still his sales have nearly
doubled. And yet how desirous he is t do more, and how he laments that
the people round Lake Maggiore and in'the provinoe of Novara are not more
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willing to read the Word of God ! Still his efforts have often been blessed.
Arriving once at a village, he found that it was the fete of the patron Saint,
and all the people after mass were sunning themselves near the church. He
spoke to them with such earnestness and such winning manners that he suc-

ed in selling several Bibles and Testaments,

Gerelli has & new colporteur, Sbrilanci, to train, The latter may become
& good worker, His sales, amounting to 2,673 volumes, are not bad for a
beginner, At C—— they sold many Gospels to the peopl ing out of
church on a fete day. The priest got hold of one and tore it to pieces before
them. Gerelli quietly observed that this insult was not done to them, but to
God’s Holy Word, and the priest had the mortification of seeing the torn
leaves picked up by many of his people and read with avidity. The conse-
quence was that the sale of Portions became brisker than ever, and qur two
men went away quite pleased with their day’s work.

, Genoa depot i the part of your Agent’s field which gives him greatest
enocouragement, KEight colporteurs have been taking journeys into remote
districts, The results have been extremely satisfactory. There has been an
increase of 3,607 volumes over 1884, and of nearly 8,000 over 1883.

To get hold of the Scriptures that have been sold in their villages, and
burn them, is one of the things the priests in Piedmont delight in. Absolu-
tion is refused to the wife who will not give up the Bible which her husband
has brought home and loves to read. Sometimes priests have borrowed the
books under pretext of examining if they are correct, and have refused to
return them. But the Word of is extending in Piedmont.

Readers of last year’s Report may remember the attractive character
ascribed to a recruit of great promise, Antonio Maccagno, of Turin, He has
fully come up to your Agent's expectations,

His sales during 1885 have been 149 Bibles, 658 Testaments, and 4,038
Portions, making a total of close upon 5,000 copies of God’s Word in whole
orin These sales could only be effected by taking long excursions away
from large towns, in te, tai distriot

The reports of the other col, urs give evidence of persevering work,
and sales greatly in advance of those of the previous year.

Two new recruits have been d for i tion and instructi
One is an interesting charaoter, a spiritual gnnd-ohild of the Society’s own
colportage werk. Signor Meille must tell the story.

Giuseppe Del Principe is from Pescasseroli, a Tall mountain-place in the
heart of the Apennines, a rude t, self-taught, intelligent, -work-
ing. Coocoa (himself the child of Bible work) sold him a Testament more than
a year ago, and the next time Stampacchia and Cocoa saw him, he was reading
the book to some fellow-workmen. They were so much impressed by his
thorough earnestness that they proposed him to me as a colporteur. As soon
as I saw him he impressed me most favorably. A long conversation deepened
this first impression, and experience has proved correct.

The Waldensian oolBomur-miolM, Signor Pugno, took him to- drill
him in colportage. Of Del Principe he spoke in the highest terms. He saw
him morning after morning stert before daybreak for some fair or market,
with a heavy load, and never come back but with good sales.

» A fow words from his first month’s report show the spirit which animates
m :—

\¢T have finished my first month's work for the dissemination of the
Word of God. I thank the Lord for having given me strength and courage.
Diffiqulties can only be overcome by thorough consecration to God. Here I




24 REPORT OF THE WESTERN

am with all my will ready to consecrate my whole life to God who has so
much loved us,”

Thus speaks a rough country laborer of the Abruzzi, who, a little more
than a year ago, had never opened a Bible, and knew very little of Christ.
The Bible Society reached him in his solitude, and was the means in God’s
hands, not only to bring him to the knowledge of his Saviour, but also to fire
him with such zeal for our excellent work, We can thank God for such men.

A glance at Del Principe’s sales for the first two months is sufficient to
show his worth :—256 Bibles, 173 Testaments, 2,090 Portions, or 2,288 vol-
umes, These are results that would be found satiefactory for a year’s work
by many of our men, This he has achieved in less than two months, and in
the Abruzzi mountains, of all countries the most backward.

RowmE depot.—The large advance reported a year ago has been more than
maintained. The sales of the depot in Rome have more than trebled since
1883,

In the year 1883, 1,034 Bibles, 983 Testaments, 1,566 Portions ; total,
3,683, In the year 1885, 1,028 Bibles, 1,803 Testaments, 13,298 Portions;
total, 16,129, )

NarLEs depot.—Beautiful Naples has so long been a by-word for ignor-
ance, poverty, and superstition, that the progress of the circulation of the
Scriptures there is remarkable. The total of this year has never been reached
before. In the year 1884, 1,299 Bibles, 3,962 Testaments, 8,381 Portions; total
13,642. In the year 1885, 940 Bibles, 6,875 Testaments, 11,201 Portions ;
total 19,016,

At one of the barracks the whole batallion that was to start next day
was formed into ranks, aud two sergeants were detailed to help Stampacchia
in giving each man a copy.  To the officers a Bible was offered, and some of
them asked for it in English, \

Signor Jordan tells me that the 220 soldiers who left for the Red Sea at
the end of March were also all provided with Scriptures.

SPAIN.

¢ The year,’ says Mr, Reeves Palmer, ‘has been one of almost unprece-
dented distress and trouble in this country. Socarcely bad the hot weather
commenced when cholera made its appearance, spreading with frightful
rapidity.” Tens of thousands fell ; but theAgent and nearly all his co-workers
were unharmed, and the sales of Scriptures increased, Hence the survey of
the year ¢ can hardly fail to awaken feelings of devout thankfulness to
Almighty God, Who has enabled us to carry on the work of circulating His
Holy Word with much success.

The death of King Alfonso x11. in November added a fresh national sor-
row to a cup already filled to the brim. But by leading to a change of
Government it has fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the Gospel. ore
liberty and wider opportunities of work have been the result. ence the
circulation of the fourth quarter of the year has been much in advance of the
others, and there is hope that the impr t may i

No new edition of the Bible has been required, but three editions of the
New Testament in different sizes have been printed, and one of the Book of
Psalms. The Gospels have been printed as Portions in 8vo. and 32mo. The
number bound during the year was 6,612,

Whichever way the matter of circulation be looked at, especially as regards
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the latter portion of the yeay, it presents cause for encouragement, The ad-
vanoe has not been in one of two particulars only, but all along the line.

The increased resulte of the activity of our colporteurs present the most
pleasing feature of all. The increase of sales has not been so exclusively, as
sometimes, in Portions ; but the larger relative demand for Bibles, and especi-
ally for Testaments, affords another ground for thankfulness to God.

In such a country as Spain, the circulation of single Gospels is of much
value as & lte%llng -stone to the understanding and appreciation of a whole
Testament or Bible, Of the increase of 5,200 copies circulated within the
year, 3,000 were in sales due to the faithful diligence of the colporteurs.

During the year, two new depots have been opened, one in Barcelons,
the other in Seville. Their chief value at present is to be witnesses in im-
portant centres of population on behalf of the Society’s work,

The last quarter of Mr, Reeves Palmer’s report is assigned ‘to details of
colportage.’

During the year three lengthened journeys were undertaken, and the
work of the colporteurs in some twenty of the provinces of Spain was carefully
enqnirod into.

tenr Martin, a long time ago, sold a Bible to a landed proprietor

of Sagunto [the ancient Saguntum, besieged by Hannibal at the

of the second Punic War], and it was the means of turning him

from darkness to light. After reading it himself, he began reading it to his
Iaborers and friends. Over thirty of them .formed themselves into a body.
He became siok unto death, and the servant seeing her master’s state, wonder-
ing that he had not sent for the priest, ran and brought him. The dying
man courteously asked him to sit down, but said he had long made his
confession to J esus Christ, the only Mediator, and had received from Him
pardon and peace. The priest left but, returning with a notary, presented
ldmmenteothe‘ilngmmtonlgn Afterr g it carefully, the man

said, ‘Oh, yes; with much t contained an express
declaration that he wonld not be hnued ln the(Cnthoho cemetery., The man
dismissed the priest, ‘ Long I made my will, and knowing what would

h&ppcn to my y, I Iuvo a legacy of land for a Protestant burylng
Soon afterwards he ‘fell asleep,” His thirty friends are is
nll bullt round the plot and are anxiously asking for a pastor to guide them.

PORTUGAL.

The Rev. thmdhrhenbnd \}pon txlﬁn tenth y:n':hofthhh servioe
t for personal acquaintance e
omh es him to appreciate ‘the wonderful change which has been eﬂ"oo:s
through the hbon of the Society.’
In the Reports for 1865 and 1866, Portugal was only beginning to claim
mention. The little Bible- work in it which was then ble, was in danger
of belng mﬂhu suppressed, if attention were ocalled to it. It was hazard-

b g d gprmem Konrege
the Ho Book. Then followod a long nh-ngqlo to ol tion of
justice At all in accordance with the acknow law of the land. For
years, oontnry to the law, oo'?omur- were browbeaten and imprisoned, and
their books confiscated, by ol of the very mnglnntu who sat on the bench
to judge them after the law.

The fruits produced by the Bible Society’s work are visible everywhere,
and the p:-onlu that we shal] see greater things seems on the eve of fulfilment,
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It is sufficient proof of the marvellous change produced to state the fact
that in a country where twenty years ago the Word of God was scarcely
known, there now exist sixteen places of worship where the Gospel is preached
in the native tongue ; that there are Sunday and day schools in ti
with many of these, where hundreds of children receive both spiritual and
seoular instruction ; and liberty exists without interference or restriction,
save occasionally from the prejudices of the people, or from petty attempts to
persecute on the part of a priest.

The chief instruments used by God to effect this change have been copies
of His Word, carried by patient, toiling, believing colporteurs into all parts
of the country, and offered for sale at prices within the reach of everyone.

Besides the curtailed labors of Goncalves, and the half-services of one
who is shared with the Religious Tract Society, a year's work stands to the
oredit of seven others.

J. J. Lage has travelled faithfully through a large and difficult district.
This man is of a most excellent spirit, ready for any work in the Master’s
service, and therefore just the man for Traz-os-Montes, It was untouched
till he entered upon it about three {eﬁn ago, and he found the path of duty
far from pleasant. In one place he suffered imprisonment, and in many
places buffeting. The books taken from him are still in the hands of the
examiners, But he sees the Lord fulfil his words recorded by Isaiah
(xxvii, 4), * Who would sét the briars and thorns against Me in battle? I
would go through them.”

Nearest to the river Minho on the north-west, J. Perreira has ocoupied
the field. A faithful man, not very successful in sales, but peculiarly apt in
word when questioned by friend or foe. One of his encounters illustrates
how the priests often defeat themselves when they say that the Bibles sold
are false. Perreira writes, *“ In the village of A., a number of the inhab-
itants, stirred up by the priests, set upon me, but a man of influence took one
of my Bibles, sat down in the midst of the crowd, and read the Soriptures.
Then turning to the J)rluh, he asked them to say wherein the book was false,
They were silent and soon departed.”

Joaquim Figueiredo takes portion of the coast line to the University
town of Coimbra. He continues facile princeps as a seller of whole Bibles
and Testaments.

He says that one of the Fellows of the best college in Coimbra, & man of
talent and distinction, told him that the Bible Society was doing a great work
by publishing such handsome and cheap copies of the Soriptures in Hebrew,
Greek and Latin ; that he considered the translation of the Néw Testament
into Latin by Beza by far the best, and that such books could not fail to do
good among the students. Even the Theological Professors admire them.

Again, he states that in a place where he had sold three Bibles and seven
Testaments, opponenta stirred ? the purchasers to take the books back to
him, as they were false, and to demand theiv money again. He was assailed
by a large number, and was told that if he did not take his books back and
give ugd tzhoil money, they w:luld beat lllllm lﬁ:g thﬂo‘ n::lent two priests
8| » Who were once grea IEIIII' is sel e tures, but who
A?ep;.;w most favorable to it. ihe words quelled all m‘l.tsh,F and settled all
difficulty regarding the truth or falsehood of the books purchased.

Antonio Leite has traversed much of the same ground as Figueiredo from
Aveiro southwards along the coast.

He has proved himself an able and devoted laborer. Being better
educated, he finds doors open to him, and, being well instructed in the Serip-
tures, he can enter these doors. He visits such fashionable watering-places
a8 Granja and Espinho, and sells Bibles in superior bindings. His oppor-
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tunities have been great; he has enjoyed the work ; he has seen hearts
deeply touched ; but the Lord alone knows the results.

In Lisbon itself, slow but steady progress is reported. There is much
knowledge of the way of salvation scattered, year by year, and a steady
advance made in taking possession of the land for the Lord. The Word is
much more read, studied and valued for its own intrinsic worth.

Your Committee bear part of the cost of a Biblewoman named Manuells,
who is attached to the foreign de, ent of the London Bible and Domestic
Female Mission, and works in Lisbon under the superintendence of Mrs.
Stewart. Amongst those whom she has of late led to hase and read the
New Testament is ‘‘a Jesuit doorkeeper, who always looked very disagree-
able,” but who now says * he has found the only true religion as taught by
Jesus Himself in His own Word.”

The death of the king’s father has deprived the crown and kingdom of
Portugal of a wise and safe counsellor. Whether this may lead to any
change in state policy remains to be seen.

ICELAND.

Although the people of Iceland are estimated at less than 70,000, and
have been supplied with 30,000 Bibles and Testaments, there are still districts
in which copies of the Word of God are scarce, and the opportunities for
obtaining them rare.

To reach these outlying places, your Committe have offered their old and
well-tried friend, Bishop Pjetursson, a grant of 20/, to enable him to employ
a oolporteur for them.

NORWAY,

CHRISTIANIA.—The circulation from this centre has been better than in
1884 by more than 4,000 copies, and is the highest on recerd since that of
1880. ~About half the advance was in whole Bibles.

Were it not for the valuable aid given by friends in the local superin-
tendenoe of Bible circulation, and for the unsparing labors of colporteurs like
Anders Holbwk, it would be little that your Committee could do towards
accomplishing the object of the Society in the scattered h teads of Norway.
And were it not for the Scriptures carried to their doors by the faithful col-
porteur, most of these homesteads would remain without any opportunity for
obtaining the Word of God to cheer the present life and to teach the way to
life eternal.

NORTH RUSSIA.

e The sparseness of the population, cially in North Russia, increases the
difficulties of colpo: . The little :i'lrgu of wooden huts lie far apart.
The long winter of eight months bridges rivers and swamps with ice, and
provides roads for a sleigh ; but its length and its severity add to the perils
of the colporteur. It is well if at nightfall he finds shelter in some peasant’s
hut, to partake of the buckwheat porridge and cabbage-soup, and then to rest
his weary frame on a board near the stove upon which the family lie down to
sleep in their clothes.
Russia is really an empire of pearants or villagers. In all its immense
area there are only eleven towns with a population exceeding 50,000 souls,

s
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The vast circulation of a year ago has been exceeded by 17,761 copie.
The total numbers 302,347 copies, in place of 284,686. The cheap price and
attractive form of the ‘‘ People’s New Testament,” obtain for it many pur-
chaders, After two editions of 50,000 Wﬁlel each had been disposed of, one
of 100,000 copies was sought from the Holy Synod, and was received in
November.

The sales in that region of Central Asia which is supplied from Tashkent
were 4,654 copies ; and those in Siberia were 23,087 ag: 12,126 in 1884,

Colportage needs careful development. In your Agent’s view, the
systematic training of the men employed is of more importance than an increase
in their number.

The thanks of the Society are due to the Economic Section of the Holy
Synod for the readiness with which the editions in Russ and Slavonic have

been supplied. The edition of the four Gospels for the use of schools has
found a rapid circulation.

The table in which the sales of the year have been effected, always forms

a feature of interest in the Russian Agencies. It contains more than fifty
languages.

Moscow,—The cireulation by the book-hawkers in this city of 751,000
souls has been 9,591 copies. Two colporteurs belonging to the divsion have
again accomplished the difficult task of paying a visit to Archangel and Solo-
vetsk, with the neighboring districts.

A man thanked the colporteur earnestly for the New Testament with
which he had lnsplied him, and enquired if he had any more Scriptures he
could recommend him. The colporteur said that he had, if the price (about
4s.) was not too dear for him. The man asked to see the book.  After care-
fully looking through it, he turned to his wife and said, ‘“Shall I buy this
book ' The woman urged that the book was too costly, and that he had books
enoush already. ¢ Then,’ said the man, ¢if I am not to buy the book, I shall
spend the sum in the public-house.” This changed the wife’s view, and the
book was bought. The colporteur adds a prayer that this Bible might intro-
duce the purchaser to a new life.

The total circulation of the division has been 107,004 copies sold for cash,
and 2,155 distributed gratis.

GRAND DucHY oF FINLAND,—Excellent work has been done in the far
north bf Colporteur F. Ekholm, a sailor, who presented himself last year at
the Bible House and asked for employment in the Lord’s work in his native
country. He was taken on trial, and has proved a man of energy and self-
denial in ing the Word of Christ to many places at the top of the Gulf
of Bothnia. eight months he sold 1,268 volumes in these cold and sparsely-
peopled regicas.

The issues from the Riga depot kept by A, Weismann have increased by
2,525 copies,

In some parts of Courland it is oultomux that the landlord should pro-
vide his tenants with furniture, and among the articles let on hire with the
premibses is a Bible.

In one house a poor man was laid up with a broken leg. He eager]
bought a Bible for himself to use in plnol; of a borrowed one?8 7

In a large house, the coachman, notwithstanding the dissuasion of his
wife, bought a Bible, saying, ‘The Bible is the most important book in the
world ; I must have it.’

In'a Roman Catholic house, after answering many questions from the
Bible, and passages on the forgiveness of sins, the colporteur suggested that
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they should unite in prayer. Those present replied that they must obtain
leave from the mistress of the house. She consented, but wished to pay the
colporteur for his prayer, as she used to do the priest.

The whole circulation of this division was 26,610 copies, or 5,285 more
than in the previous year.

About 16,000 copies of Seripture have been issued from the Kazan depot,
besides 2,376 copies given gratis to hospitals, schools, etc. The whole cirou-
lation of the dlv?li(m is 27,132 copies, an increase of 4,289 copies for the year,
which cannot be contemplated without thankfulness, when it ir remembered
that not long ago *there was no open vision’ of the Word of God in those
parts

("Jolpomﬂr Ivan Rasuvajef finds encouragement. He has disposed ‘of
2,628 books in the year. /

The welcome given to the Scriptures in the army is a pleasing feature of
the work in Russia.

In the streets of Samara, Rasuvajef met a lieutenant, who invited him to
the barracks, as he wished the men to have good books, and & number of his
books were taken. Rasuvajef visited the camp at Orenburg ; and the officer
stopped the drill to allow the soldiers to supply themselves with coples. He
was also admitted to the military school,

In Tearevtchin & man asked the colporteur to accompany him some way,
which he did. Meeting a policeman he handed over the colporteur to him,
[ the books were 80 cheap they must have been stolen. But the g:’lioo-
man knew Rasuvajef, and said that the books were cheap because the Society
wished all people to possess them. This disarmed suspicion, and the man
bought several copies.

A total circulation for the valley of the Volga of 54,198 copies in 1885 is
reached, This prises 998 Bibles, and 20,938 New Testaments; an increase
of 9,672 over 1884,

Your Committee cannot register such figures without thankfulness for
such a result of the year's work, fruitful as it must be in issues which no
figures can express.

SOUTH RUSSIA,

Mr. Morrison has progress to report no less enco ing than thAt in
North Russia, and he records it with a thankful heart, which is able to /leave
anxious thoughts about the future in God’s hands. Since 1882, the gjroula-
tion of the Agonumr advanced from 80,000 copies, till it now at
137,000 copies. year of such steady work in & country like R is
matter for deep thnnhﬂvl.nﬁ For it must help onward the growth of spirit-
ual enlightenment which will each year enlist in its favor the sympathies of a
devout people.

Morozof has had pleasant moes among soldiers. Of one place he
writes, ¢ Wi woﬁﬂn pemwwork among the soldiers, I
to & young oa] and showed him my papers. In & short time I sold .
three bool Some soldiers bought with every expression of joy. One young
sergeant 5s. for a Bible, sa; that for a long time he had wished to ob-
tain the book, but could not. He seemed like a man who had found a trea-
sure, and invited me to dinner.’

“ On arriving, I went to the district B:Iloo official to obtain permission
to sell there. He at once granted it, and bought a Bible, a Testament, and a

copy of the Psalms. An old gentleman also bought a Testament and Book of
Pllznl. -.13,

and taking my hand and kissing me, “ Your Soclety is a blessed
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what I was, invited'me to his court-house. There, with great earnestness, he
urged those present to buy the Scriptures. He bought a Testament, and suc-
ceeded in persuading a Jew to do the same., He r ded me g
others to the priest, who bought a book and gave utterance to some kindly
expressions all))out the Bible Society.’

The strange hostility of the ‘Old Believers,” or Staroveri, in Russia, to
the circulation of the Scriptures in any modern orthography has often been
referred toin the Society’s Reports. F. Miiller has met with some of these
who have changed their standpoint.. Their former priest is now an earnest
ﬂ:ﬁ%ﬂ of the Gospel as it is in Christ Jesus, and has had much blessing on

ors,

.

RUSSIA IN ASIA.

This vast territory covers ground at present shared b{t two Agents who
divide the oversight of your work in North and South Russia in Europe,
Siberia, and the northern portion of Russian Central Asia look for their supply
of Scriptures to the drganization directed from St. Petersburg. Transcaucasia,
and that portion of southern Central Asia under Russian supremacy, come
under Mr. Morrison's care and supervision from Odessa.

The work of distribution is diligently prosecuted. A number of tribes
and races are not yet reached ; earnest men are toiling to master their lan-
guages, and will not rest until these shall have the Divine word in their own
tongue.

SIBER1A.

Mr. Nicolson’s account indicates real progress in consolidating and extend-
ing the work. He considers that, as regards Bible circulation, in proportion
to their respective populations, Siberia is now equally well supplied with
European Russia.’

The circulation in the whole of Siberia for 1885 was 23,037 copies, or 1,205
Bibles, 7,014 Testaments, and 14,818 Portions, as against a total of 12,126
oof.le- in the previous year. On Mr. Nicolson’s estimate of the population,
this distribution would represent about one copy for every sixty persons,
which would be a higher proportion than in the (gmnd Duchy of Finland with
all the appliances of modern civilisation.

Your Committee believe that nothing would more effectively promote the
internal peace and greatness of the vast Russian Empire than the unfettered
diffusion of the Word of God in every province afd in all its tongues.

)
TURKEY. |

Rev. Dr. Thomson is the second of that noble missionary band in seniority
by length of service to the Society. A previous residence of seventeen years
in the Turkish capital, as & missionary of the Free Church of Scotland, had
given Dr.®Thomson an intimate knowledge of the languages and character-

. istics of the medley of peoples found in the Turkish Empire before he became

on:3 :&m’i, your work is precious. I hope you yourself understand the Word |
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1 the changes which a quarter of a century has produced. Your Agent supplies
a valuable and instructive summary of the progress to which his own active
labors have, under God’s blessing, so largely contributed. The standard by
which the work is tried is distinctly spiritual. - The tone is humble and de-
vout.

The subject of colportage in the capital and throughout"the country
has been brought prominently under the notice of the Turkish Government
during the year.

That a vigilant inspection of books circulated in a land where there are
80 many nationalities should be thought necessary is no wonder, and your
Agent and Rev, Dr. Bliss have always expressed their readiness to conform
to any regulations which would secure the colporteurs from other* official
interference. During the past year the books of two of the Society’s colpor-
teurs were seized in the city, on the ground that colportage was prohibited.
Against this, and against more extensive action adverse to the American
Society, we felt bound to enter a decided remonstrance through the British
and American Ministers. Both Sir William W hite and Mr, Cox_have glven
the subject careful attention, and through their h ious action an bl
and satisfactory solution may be attained. The matter has been referred to
the Sublime Porte for decision,and in the meantime the Minister of the Censor-
ship complied with the request that the Looks seized should be restored at
once. He was most courteous and r ble in the di ion, but after the
books had been kept for months, only about a tenth of them were restored.

Burearia.—The circulation in the Principality was :—
From the depot at Rustochuk......... v

By colportage .....................0
By American Episcopal Methodist Miss

Tokens of the creation of a missionary spirit in the Greek Church are
ginning to app A teacher bought a Bible, and an innkeeper bought
three, for the good of Turkish neighbors. The innkeeper also applied for a
Coptic Testament, thinking that it would be useful to the numerous gipsies
around him. Inquirers often ask instructions as to what prayers they should
offer to God. A café-keeper declined payment for the coffee which he had
supplied to Heringer, saying that he been amgly repaid by his conversa-
tion. A poor man, fond of reading, was about to buy a Bible. His wife said’
* You have books enough already : why should you buy a dear book like that?’
¢Nay,’ said he, ¢ I have no Bulgarian Bible, and that I must have.’

Colporteur Klundt reports matters of interest.

Of two German engineers, one, who has been a Darwinian and opposed to
the Bible, seems now to realize the preciousness of Christ as a Saviour. The
other lived in the country, and on feeling himself dying, sent for Klundt, but
too late. To a solicitor who was formerly a professed atheist, and with whom
on his last visit he had a vigorous di ion on the exist of God, Klundt
told a Bible, A lady of rank became awakened, and has suffered much.
Her husband summoned all the clergy to remove her difficulties as to the
practices of her Church. As she would accept no authority but the Word of
God, he sent her home to her parents.

Ch——, a young man from B——, had gone to Rustchuk, and exp
conve grace. 1882, he spent five days with his parents, and had long
oonversations with the family on conversion. Soon afterwards his brother
J—b ned about salvation, but could not read. Though he

: rl

ore he b
years, ending
0 reflect upon

was thirty years of age, he set about learning with perseverance, and ere
was able to read fluently. ! long
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MADAGASCAR.

Peace has succeeded war, and the obstacles to the introduction of & lh::x
supply of Surlrtnrum!u present atan end. So far relief has come,
thnhﬂving or it is a joyful and pleasant . What repressive power is
in the future in respect mldmhbon, or Christian education, or the cir-
culation of the Seri , who ? Your Committee prefer to look up-
ward, and to fore! no evil ; but, while they refrain from any immediate or
rominent vindication of the liberty hitherto granted to this , of free-

ly importing the Soriptures into Madagascar and circulating them
$ not be the less watchful against any curtailment of these long

ts, .

In deep sympathy with the missionaries and native Christians in all the

circumstances

through which they have been , your Committee’

have used earnest and repeated efforts to meet their ap) further sup-
plies of the Word of

Month by month fresh consignments were started on their journey, in
thnhnpoudmyorhﬂhoym&l::-m reach those who were so em
asking for them. From time to onndvllu plies got in, while
were acoumulating at Mauritius, Onoportn&rsnoﬂm' was by the
blockade, and inlets farther and farther south, and at & greater distance
from the capital, had tobe Hought. At last three or four ;
cases) were oarried by one ship Mauritius, and safely land,
jara, & good away down the coast.

Bouth Mudaquashr, amd e plas s ommotobing o socond B tommittos, n
3 or esta a

the Betsileo 'Erovlnu, to pmvlp de the needful :xlpply of Scriptures for the
country south of the river Mania, at once assumed practical urgency. It was
submitted with the recommendation of the committee at the capital, and at
once received your Committee’s willing approval. The southern committee
will comprise re| tatives of all the mi onn&woleﬂu laboring within its
distriot, and be in harmonious alliance with the northern $tee in the
Imerina province as to matters of common interest and concern,

MAURITIUS,

Times are still hard in Mauritius, says the thirty-second report of the
Auxiliary, which was read at the annual meeting on December 11, 1885, The
report continues :—

The object for which we ?lnd looks forward to the time when ‘hard

will come again no more.’ The longer we are connected with this work,
the more we are oconvinced that the operations of the British and Form
Bible Society are peculiarly adapted to meet the spiritnal wants of

‘ British and Foreign !’ What could more aptly describe our condition
where the Bible flag waves over so many foreign nationalities. No one mis-
donryuwmh the Gospel to its polyglot inhabitants, but the
instrumentality of this Society all may hear or read the tidings of salvation in
the language in which they were born.

Looking back upon the past five years shows that our colporteurs have
increased in effi . Five years ago each was thought to have done well if
his annual sales num!| 417 volumes, while during past year each one
has averaged almost 1,000
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EGYPT,

Upon this Agency the Rev. R. H. Weakley reports a second time. It
covers Syria, Palestine, and Arabia, as well as the oountrg of Egypt and the
north-east corner of Africa. No portion of the globe kindles warmer enthu-
siasm in the Bible-loving Christian than those homes of the Bible story. Yet
nowhere is the practical attempt to spread it more disenchanting, The Holy
Land belies its name., Jerusalem is the gathering-place of all that is least
conducive to spiritual religion. ‘In t,” says an experienced colporteur,
‘we live in Sodom and Gomorrah ; only in the sweat of one’s face can one
sell & Bible.’ Yet from Alexandria, Cairo, Port Said, and Aden ; from Jaffa,
Jerusalem, Nazareth, and Damascus, as centres, your representives, under the
guidance of Mr, Weakley, are doing a successful work. The oo&lu sold in
the whole Agency have almost 10,000, and the steadiness of the advanoce,
year by year, is most satisfactory.

ALEXANDRIA,—On August 5, the office and stock were transferred from
the obscure premises which they had held te a more eommodious building in
the General Post Office street, rented from the Reverend Fathers of 8t. Kather-
ine’s Convent on Mount Sinai. They are pleased to have the Bible Society as
their tenant, and it is advantageous to us to be thus brought into friendly rela-
tions with the heads of an important ecclesiastical community and nationality.
Its work will come under the notice df 40,000 Greeks in the Delta, A signboard
in several languages has been affixed, and a glass-case exhibiting several speci-
men volumes attracts enquirers.

Ca1ro.—* Under the kind and able superintendence of the Rev. F. A.
Klein, C.M.S,, the direct work of the Society in the capital has developed
very satisfactorily.

In addition to the numbers tabulated 600 copies have been put into cir-
culation through the American U. P. Mission, 158 from its depot, and 442 by
its two colporteurs, These form but a portion of the books lated by the
exellently organized Book Department of the American Mission in Egypt,
which has been largely blessed of God in its endeavor to awaken a deep sense
of personal responsibi and an earnest desire for the knowledge of truth
among the despised modern Egyptians. Purchases have been larger than ever.
The number of books supplied to the Mission by your agency during the year
is 1,536 copies, as compared with 936 copies in 1884,

PERSIA,

Itisan g t that the openings for work in Persia have so much
in‘reqod that Dr. Bruce has to ask imploringly for missionary reinforcements,
that he may not be pelled to abandon what he d "‘l{uugou‘tho

ost important branch of the missiondry work in Persia’—the work of the

ible Society. There has been a decrease in the number of copies sold with-
in the year'; but this has arisen from causes which can be easily explained,
and which need create no anxiety about the future.

INDIA.

. Two features of the year’s work concern, more or less, al
Auxiliaries, India’s women hsve received the largest share
the subsidier made to other societies to assist in taining
women to carry the Scriptures amongst the women of the East.
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For ite young men, the scheme planned by Dr., Murdoch for presenting
copies of Scripture to those of them who pass the examinations of the Indian
Universities, come into successful operation, and will soon assume con-
siderable dimensions,

1. Lanore.—The circulation of this Auxiliary in 1883, was 22 077 copies ;
in 1884, 38,043; in 1885, 41,322 copies. This advance is made much more
encouraging by a second series of figures. The sum received in payment for
vernacular sales in 1883 was Rs. 2,260 ; in 1885. Ras. 4,990.

The testimony of two lady missionaries illustrates work accomplished
among women. One gives an instance seldom reported at present. Miss
Thiéde, of the American:Presbyterian Mission, Lahore, writes :—

A Bengali lady asked me to get her a whole Bible in Bengali, She gladl
paid for it, and reads it every day with her husband, who compares it wit!
his English Bible.

Even when the Scriptures are sold, they are not always protected from
misuse. The Rev. Dr. Weitbrecht says : .

A catechist has told me that in his boyhood, when he was a Muhammadn,
he used to buy the Gospels at one pice, for the purpose of making fireworks,
because they cost less than ordinary paper. Eventually he bought a whole
Testament for the purpose of refuting Christians, and the reading of it resulted

n intercourse with Christians which led to his conversion,

The Rev. Dina Nath supplies this example :—

One of my friends once bought a Testament from a secondhand store for
the purpose of making wrappers, but the sacred volume became a protection
for his own soul.

I myself -became acquainted with the Gospel by seeing a school-fellow
trample upon it.

Our depot was duly represented at the International Exhibition held in
Caloutta. The superintendent from Allahabad attended when the Exhibi-
tion was at its height. He entered into conversation with native visitors, and
offered a new Testament or Gospel to the more intelligent and interested of
them. In almost every case the gifts were favorably received, and the col-
porteurs may find & door opened to them in the less frequently visited villages
of Rajputana and Central f:din. through these gifts.

On the commencement of the Burmese war, at the request of the Burmah
Bible and Tract Society, the committee forwarded 1,025 copies of Hindu
Scriptures for distribution to the native trcops engaged in the war. Some of
these were retained in the hr})lhll, and these the committee have been
especially told were most thankfully received, and in numerous instances the
men were seen carefully reading them. Grants of Bibles were made to several
native Sunday schools, zenanas, female city schools, and to the Benares Normal
School and Orphanage. '

During the last three years editions amounting to 124,950 copies of Scrip-
ture have been printed by the Auxiliary, Notwithstanding this good worE.
we must not delay printing large fresh editions, for those printed ‘have found
their way into the hands of readers. Sales, hoth by colporteurs, and from the
depot, continue to exhaust editions almost as fast as they are printed.

In 1884 we added a new colporteur to Lucknow, and in 18856 we took up
new work at Azimgarh and Rurki. We also employed a blind Christian for
work among the blind. He is stationed at Jabalpur, and diligent in his efforts
to téach other blind men to read. He was a mason by trade, and when at
work he overheard some native reading 8t. John ix. in Hindi. Probably the
reader was one of our colporteurs, as no argument or preaching accompanied
the reading. David paid little heed at first, but the words clung to him, and
he gave up‘hil work as bricklayer's assistant, and went in of the Jesus
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Who could open the eyes of the blind. He soon found tlie eyes of his soul
enlightened ; and a brighter, happi tenance I have seldom seen than
his. He is a most fearless Christian, and a great favorite with soldiers. He
is able to read books printed for the blind fluently, and, as is usually the case
with the blind, his mind is a rich storehouse of Bible texts.

The Gospels in Hindustani have been read aloud in the Allahabad bazaar
by two blind . Christians, .

The Committee have made grants to the North Indian Auxiliary during
the year of £425 in aid of the revision and printing of Hindi Scriptures, of
£930 in aid of colportage, and of printing paper and Scriptures to the value of
£366 4s. 10d.

Carcurra:—The issues during the year amounted to 50,408, or nearly
1,000 each week. This brings up the total circulation of the Auxiliary since
its commencement, seventy-five years ago, to over two million copies. A re-
view of the work fills the mind with gratitude, but the committee are of opin-
ion that there ought to be a much wiger and more rapid dissemination of the
Word of God in Bengal.

Bible-women.,—This year has been remarkable for the appointment of
three Bible-women to sell and read the Scriptures to women. The committee
desire only to appoint the most spiritually-minded women for this work.
Three have been appointed, and Miss Dawe writes that she is pleased with
the result of her Bible-woman’s work. She goes into the small villages and
reads the Bible to the women, and always meets with a good reception. In
one village a girl’s school has been opened as the result of her work.

Dr. Baumann says that his Bible-woman works systematically, reading
and explaining the Bible oftentimes to a fairly large audience. He quotes
the testimony of a Hindu gentl an inspector of schools, whose house the
Bible-woman visits : * Emplc:{,’ said he, ‘more women like her, and our
women will soon lose faith in idolatry and forsake their superstitious customs,’

BaNGALORE,—The Rev. B. Rice, the veteran secretary of the Auxiliary,
sends a report expressive of devout gratitude to God for the prosperity of
another year. ’I‘Ee issue of the portable edition of the Scriptures in Canarese
has much increased the circulation of the year. 'The total was 9,431, an ad-
vance of 2,427 copies upon the previous year.

Colportage.—Fifteen oolgorteurs have sold Scriptures throughout the
Mysore province, One has been employed in the Belg Distriot where
Canarese is spoken. The colporteurs have worked under the superintendence
of missionaries of the Wesleyan and London Missionary Societies ; and have
disposed of 6,247 copies of the Word of God, either in whole or in part. All
these have been purchased, we have good ground for believing that they will be
read, and in many instances with spiritual profit.

Bible-women.--To reach the female population, five Bible-women have
been employed at Bangalore, Tumkur, and Shemuga. They have visited the
houses of all classes, and read and explained portions of Scripture, to the
female inmates.

Besides interesting illustrations given to show that Scripture truth is
making itself felt, slowly but surely, among the people of India, the following
testimony to what the Bible has done for the English is from the Prime Min-
ister of Mysore :— y

A lecture was delivered at Bangalore by the Rev. T. E, Slater, on the
‘ History of the English Bible.” On that occasion a Hinda gentleman, Mr.
K. She:{adri Iyer, M. A,, B. L., Dewan of Mysore, presided, and e the
following observations: ‘The history of the English Bible,’ he said, ¢ of
course deeply concerned his Christian friends, but it had great interest also
for his own countrymen, This arose from two facts—namely, first, the potent
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influence exercised by the English language in developing the Hindu mind in
the present day; and, dly, the intimat: tion which existed between

that language and the Authorised Version of the English Bible. In this The Au
language, to which' India owes 80 much, the position of & classic has been # Christian Cl
held for the past two centuries and a half, by the Authorised Version of the § churches ha
English Bible,” The chairman added that *it was no exaggeration to say that § to extend it
its teaching had originated all that was soft and gentle, good and noble, in During
the English nation; and that the solid virtues which had helped that nation § would have
in its unexampled advance in civilization and progress, had been inspired and § £72, Many

strengthened by this great Book.’ Wesleyan,
Bible-wome
BomBay.—The committee of the Bombay Auxiliary have great reason CoLoME

to be gratified by the year's operations. Nearly 30,000 volumes of Scripture § different ch
have been sold during the year, about one third in excess of the number of { living Word

the previous year. already beer
The oth

' MADRAS.—At the annual meeting of the Auxiliary, H. S. Thomas, Esq., { (1,000 copie
C.8., said : to the publi
year, was £

No one can read the report without seeing that everywhere there is evi- § of the gener
dence of advance. In connection with this Auxiliary, 109,321 copies of the § that the boc

Scriptures—some whole and some portions, but always the Word of God— Ceylon.”
have been circulated. Don’t tell me that if I put 109,321 seeds into the
ground, I shall get no crop ; still less, when I know that every one of these
seeds is a good seed, and when we have the explicit promise that God’s Word
‘“ shall not return unto Him void.”
Colportage.—The average number of colporteurs for the whole year has Your O

been 46, while the actual number for a greater or less period has been 53. ne)&mg t&.ﬁ
The English copies sold were 3,289, those in Vernaculars, 67,724, Through § ¢ :‘?“ "“,
the instrumentality of the colporteurs, Scripture portions are being taught as § ¥ mayt

olass lessong in 77 village schools. every part ¢

Instances of good effected by Bible colportage have come to light here
and there.

The Malayalam field has its Hindu Bible-readers, In the Telugu
country, the Rev. M. Ratnam, the missionary of Masulipatam, has done good f§ _  Of the |
service by taking the colporteur on his tours in the district, and giving an [ sion be said
impetus to the work by his personal influence. The journal of the colporteur § unhappily g
indicates decided progress. ; of this Socie

Further north, the Rev. T. Heelis, of Narsapur, supplies the following :— Of thews, 9,

The tra
A man of the highest weaver caste (Devangulu), named Musaliah, had a § was anticip
Bible given him, which he studied. For years he confessed his faith in the llowly. I
Lord Jesus and spoke of Him to others. He continued gst his people | tr i
until the middle of last year, when he came out boldly for baptism. Since
then, two others who had received instruction from the Word through him
joined us. They are all working at their trade for their daily bread and are
marked men. Musaliah’s Bible got into the hands of another weaver who
lives in a village at some distance, and the other day, when ther was
blaspheming the name of Christ, that man quoted Scripture and said he be-
lieved in the Lord. The result was that his people called him a Christian
and abused him, but he was unmoved. Not long ago, whilst speaking of
Jesus in a village, I was surprised to find a Razu well versed in all I said.
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¢
_ On my enquiring, he said, ‘‘ A relative of mine had a book in which he read § the o;pgzt:
and be’l,lovod, and he told me all about these things. I have also read it § is unique,
myself.

& the Scriptu

-



1 mind in
| between |

In this

has been |

on of the
) say that
noble, in
st nation
pired and

At reason
Scripture
umber of

a8, Esq.,

ore is evi-

 of these
d’s Word

ear has
een 53.
Through
taught as

ight here

> Telugu
lone good
giving an
solporteur

owing :—
iah, had a
th in the
is people
m. Since
pugh him
d and are
aver who
ther was

ONTARIO BIBLE SOCIETY.
CEYLON.

The Auxiliary embraces “a strong constituency of twenty-one indigenous
Christian Churches in the northern and eastern provinces of the island, which
churches have testified their gratitude for the Bible and their earnest desire
to extend its circulation by contributing Re, 380°30 in the year,

During the year twenty-one Bible-women were employed. The work
would have suffered considerably but for the Parent Society’s grant-in-aid of
£72. Many illustrations are given from the three missions—American,
Wesleyan, and Church of England—of the value of the work done by the
Bible-women,

CoromBo.—The new depot was opened the 1st of January, 1885. The
different churches, to which it will prove so important a storehouse of the
living Word, united in its dedication to God’s service. The sales made have
already been encouraging.

The other event of the year is ‘the pletion of the hand edition
(1,000 copies) of the Sinhalese Bible, royal 8vo., in ln.r%g type, and its issue
to the public. The balance of ite cost, charged to the Parent Society in the
year, was £178 13s, 2d. The Auxiliary Committee call it * a noble instance
of the generosity of the British and Foreign Bible Society.” They believe
that the book will be *“ the source of countless blessings to the people of
Ceylon.” -

BURMAH.

Your C ittee are not indful of the responeibility incurred by an-
nexing to the British Crown fresh territory as large as the United Kingdom,
and containing, it is believed, four millions of heathen. They will gladly do
what may be in their power to promote the entrance of God’s Word into
every part of this new territory.

JAPAN.

Of the Society’s work in this interesting country little can on this occa-
sion be said, as the report kindly forwarded by the Rev. P, K. Fyson, has
unhappily gone astray. It is known, however, that the total issues on account
of this Society amounnted to 10,139 copies, as against 9,280 copies in 1884,
Of these, 6,506 copies were put into circulation g;l:evenuon colportetrs.

The translation of the Old Testament has not made as rapid progress as
was mtio’?uted. The committee of Japanese translators has worked ve
slowly. They have been engaged upon a revision of the Rev. Dr, Verbeck’s
translation of the Psalms. As this book bids fair to occupy them more than
a year, it has become obvious that a change in the arrang ts made respect
ing them with the Permanent Committee must take place when the present
angngement terminates in 1886, The greater part of the expense is borne by
the British and Foreign Bible Society and the National %oiblo Society of
Scotland, Through the kindness of the Church Missionary Society, the
services of the Rev. P. K. Fyson continue available for translation work, at
the joint cost of the National Bible Society of Scotland and your own, Mr.
Fyson is at present at work on the Book of Isaiah.

. *The work of this Society in Japan is limited only for want of an Agent;
the opportunities for extenltizn are pa: dented ; tg ab of difficulties
is unique, the %reamt one being only that of publishing adequate supplies of
the Scriptures for the people, who are able and willing to purchase them,’
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Such was the purport of the remarks made by Mr. J. A. Thomson, Agent in
Japan for the National Rible Society of Scotland, at his interview with your
Committee in June last.

It was with great regret that your Committee heard of the death of the
Right Rev. Bishop Poole, first Bishop of the Church of England in Japan.
They had hoped for much helpful counsel from his gentle, modest, zealous
spirit, 8o entirely consecrated to his Master’s cauce in Japan. This was not
to be. With Bishop Bickersteth, his successor, son of a Vice-President of the
Society, your Committee had a hnpdpy interview ia Febroary, Trained, like
his predecessor, in the school of Indian missions, the Bishop pleaded for sub-
stantial help in any special plans he might be able to inaugurate, both for
Bible-work among the females of Japan and for promoting the study of the
Scriptures by graduates and undergraduates of the Japanese University. In
any way coming within the scope of this Society, your Committee assured
the Bishop of their readiness to further such important missionary objects.

AUSTRALIA.

The great exhibition of the year has brought evidence to the mother
country of the magnitude, skill, enterprise, resources, and the wealth of the
Colonies and Dependencies of the Crown. A summary of facts connecting
your Society with the versions of the Word of God which have been prepared
for the countries represented at South Kensington, says:—

The British Islands are but a hupdred and twenty-one thousand square
miles in extent, and their population amounts to only thirty-six millions,

The Colonies and D dencies of the Crown raise these totals to nearly
nine millions of square mﬁlel, and to nearly three hundred and ten millions of
people. This area is about one-fifth of a habitable globe, and this population
is between one-fourth and one-fifth of the entire hyman race.

British India and Burmah alone contain nearly a million and a half of
square miles, and support a population of two hundred and fifty-seven mil-
lions of people. A

This empire is five times as large as the Persian empire under Darius,
four times that of the Roman under Augustus, an eighth larger thany all the
Russias, three times the size of the United States, sixteen times that of
France, and forty times that of Germany.’--Handbook to Howard Vincent

Map.

There is no single Colo:! or Dependency in all this vast empire unpro-

vided with the Word of G In every case a portion or the whole of the
Bible exists, and may be had from the British and Foreign Bible Society.

The total number of versions on the Society’s list has this year reached
to 278, The total number displayed in this Exhibition and used in the Col-
onies and Dependencies of this Empire is 134,

Among the Colonies which are uniting thémselves more closely and vig-
orously with the mother country in her efforts to enrich the world with
au:l{:l.er stores of the Word that can make wise unto salvation, those of Aus-
tralia and T ia take a f t place. Many from across the seas
availed themselves of their stay in England to visit the Bible House. They
will, it is hoped, return to their distant homes with the resolve to do more
than hitherto to uphold an institution on which Christian efforts throughout
l\ﬁ)h ﬁol::‘go part of the world rely for an unfailing supply of the indispens-
able ]

Australia itself supplies examples, In the eleventh year of his preaching
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mission round the globe, the Rev. George Muller, ,91 ‘Bristol, has been visit-
ing Sydney. He mentioned there that he is perhaps the largest single
purchaser of the Scriptures living, having circulated 208,500 Bibles ; 824,000
Testaments ; 20,560 Psalms, and 207,000 Portions ; in all 1,260,000 copies of
Holy Scripture in many different languages.

Another visitor to Sydnsy at the same time was the Rev. S. Macfarlane,
who has been for twenty-eight years a distinguished missionary of the Lon-
don Missionary Society in the South Seas and in New Guinea. For the mis-
sions in these lands the Scriptures have in many cases been printed in the
first instance by the New South Wales Auxiliary, the bill being eventually
transferred to the Parent Society for recoupment.

NEW ZEALAND.

Your Committee have instructed their able and zealous Agent for New
South Wales to visit the Auxiliaries in New Zealand as early as he can
arrange to do so.

The Society’s unfailing friend, the Rev. H. H. Lawry, Secretary to the
Auxiliary, kindly supplies the following details of its circulation : —

Our issues have been 5,362 volumes, as sgainst 4,411 in 1883, There has
been an increase of 215, or 11 per cent. in English Bibles, and of 207, or 54
per cent. in Maori Bibles and Testaments. Our colporteur is doing good
work.

The necessity for colportage, or some arrangement whereby Maoris and
other persons could obtain the Scriptures at a price they can afford, has been
brought to your Committee’'s notice. They regret to hear that the store-
keepers up the country demand about double the price at which the same
books are sold in Auckland. A Maori Bible has been known to have been
lent from village to village, the sale price asked in the neighborhood being
prohibitive. The printing of the Maori Bible, as revised by Archdeacons
Maunsell and Williams, is progressing.

The Rev. T. R. Fisher, one of the founders of the Canterbury Auxiliary,
and for many years its faithful and zealous secretary, has made the Society
the noble gift of £1,000 for its work in China.

MELANESIA AND POLYNESIA.

New GuiNga.—In the Murray Island, South Cape, and other languages,
the Society has been privileged to publish copies of the Gospels during the
past year, :

In furnishing particulars of some of these versions, the Rev. J. P. Sunder-
land writes : ‘It is a wonderful thing that these books should be required,
and that a people, 80 recently savages, should have thrown off their heathen
customs, and many of them, now in their right mind, are sitting at the feet of
Jesus, learning of Him.’

Tug NEw Hesripes,—The printing of St. Mark’s Gospel in the language
of Baki for the missionaries in Api is progressing.

A Free Contribution of £27 10s, has been received from the New Hebrides
Auxiliary, for which the Committee tender very grateful thanks.

ERROMANGA.—A most i g letter jed the first Free Con
tribution to the Society, forwarded by the native Christians of this island, so

ey
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noted as the place where Williams and other martyrs laid down their lives in
their Master’s service. Dr. Steel writes thus : —

I have pleasure in forwarding £25 for Erromanga, and you will be pleased
to receive a Free Contribution of £10 from the native Christian teachers of
Erromangus as a mark of their gratitude to the Society for printing portions of
the Holy Scriptures in their language. When you know that these teachers
do not receive more than £6 a year in money, the contribution will appear in its
liberality. There are now some 32 Christian natives of Erromanga employed
in teaching their fellow-islanders, and in conducting religious services in dif-
ferent E-m of the island. Since the Rev. H. A. Robertson returned (last
April) he has been muchencouraged by the state of the island and the mission,
which has been entirely in the hands ¢f the Christian chiefs and teachers, At
the Holy Communion 179 persons partook of the memorials of the Redeemer’s
Body and Blood.

The congregation contained’about 600 persons. Mr. Robertson baptized
37 adults and 24 children. We also married 8 couples. These services were
held in the Martyrs’ Church, which is erected near the spot where John
Williams and others martyrs fell. The river is now called the Williams River,
and the overhanging hill where the Rev. G. N. Gordon and wife were killed,
Mount Gordon.

F1s1.—A graphic letter from the Rev. A, J. Webb, of Levuka, is full of
interesting details concerning Bible circulation in the Fiji Islands.

The Rev. Dr. Kelynack, superintendent of the Wesleyan Mission in Syd-
ney, on his return from a trip to Fiji to celebrate the jubilee of the Mission,
speaks of the triumphs of the Gospel, as seen in that group, as ‘simply
marvellous.’

BRAZIL.

To indicate the progress achieved, Mr. dos Santos compares the circula-
tion of the last three years with each other, and with 1879, the first year of
his service as Agent.

Year 1879, Bibles, 634 ; Tests, 1,596 ; Portions, 4,389 ; Total, 6,619.
‘1883, “ 1,105 2,737 i 7,030; ‘¢ 10,872,
‘¢ 1884, *1,97; ¢ 4,268; 64 7,651; ¢ 13,879,
‘¢ 1885, “ 2,624 ; 4,695 s 5615; ¢ 12,834,

Seven years ago there was only a single sub-depot, that at S. Joao do Rio
Claro. Now there are thirty-two, in different places. These sub-depots are
no direct charge to the Society. Some of them are under the care of mission-
aries, who have colporteurs of their own on the mission establishment.

Brazilian law enacts religious liberty ; but the influence of the Romish
priesthood is often strong enough practically to curtail this liberty for Pro-
testants. In Ceara, the Provincinlp Assembly has passed a law *‘ that anyone
selling non-Catholic books shall pay an impost of £56.” An appeal against
this will be made to the Emperor, as, if it is allowed to pass unchallenged,
the Romish bishops will endeavor to get the same bar to the circulation of
Protestant books and the Scriptures extended to other provinces.

DOMINION OF CANADA.

Two new versions in the languages of British North !America have been
added to the Society’s list during the past year. At the request of the
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Church Missionary Society, the Committee have printed 4,000 ies of
Archdeacon McDonald’s translation of the New Testament into Tukudh, and
also 500 copies of the Rev. A. C. Garrioch’s translation of St. Mark’s Gospel
into the language of the Beaver Indians. When endorsing Mr. Garrioch’s
application for the latter, the Bishop of Athabasca wrote :—*‘ The Beavers, a
very interesting tribe of Indians, are only found in Athabasca. The S.P.C.K.
are kindly printing a vocabulary, catechism, hymns, and portions of the
Church of England prayer-book, as well as the Gospel of St. Mark, in syllabic
characters. We find these characters to be most easily mastered by adult
Indians.”

ABSTRACTS FROM AGENTS' REPORTS.

REV. J. J. RICE.—On the visitation I am happy to report a marked
continuance of all the best features indicated in former Reports, and what has
in by-gone years been a source of compensatory joy, in the discharge of
duties, sometimes very tr;lng and nlvngl onerous, has in proved an in-
spiration. Among these I may note a firm attachment evinced by Christians
of every name to the great cause of Bible circulation ; the same kindly and
earnest co-operation of branch officials generally ; the considerate and
efficient help rendered by most of the resident clergymen ; the confidence in-
variably expressed in the management of the Society ; and, lastly, the
personal kindness manifested to your Agent.

Komoka, March 22.—Unfavorable weather to-day, and, after a long
journey, & very poor pect for a successful meeting had a rather depress-
ing effect upon your t's spirits. At the appointed hour the attend
at the Methodist Church was as good as could be expected. There being no
clergyman resident in the village, the Agent conducted devotional exercise,
after which the President (Mr. A. Seabrook) took the chair, and gave a
timely address. The Agent having given a general statement of the work,
th:Brmoh Officials waxl: re-elected, m;;l & collection (; ting to $2.16)
taken up. The proceed were very interesting, and the Agent’s address
was listened to vslth deep g:thntlon. e

BorawEeLL, March 28rd. —The meeting of this valuable old Branch was
held in the Methodist Church, the Pastor of which (Rev. T. Jackson) kindly
furnished a home to your Aqent. and rendered efficient help at the meeting.
Rev. Mr. Newton (Episcopalian) also gave an excellent ssdren. The old-
time energy of the Branch Officials was still pi All routine busi-
ness was duly attended to, a good collection was taken up, and $24.22 handed
over to your Agent as free contributions.

DerLAwARE, March 24th.—Meeting held in the Presbyteriam Church ;
Episcopalian, Presbyterian and Methodist ministers being p t, rendered
exoellent service. It was found from the Depositary’s Report that the sales
had been satisfactory, having run the stock low. Rev. Mr. Pomeroy was
elected President, and the residue of the official staff was re-elected. Theat-
tendance was very oreditable, and the spirit of the meeting excellent,
Collection, $2.29. s
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CENTRALIA, March 25th.—Here we held a very enjoyable meeting in the
Methodist Church. In the absence of the President, Rev. Mr. Kershaw
" occupied the chair. The addresses were listened to with deep interest, and
the music by the choir was helpful. The Branch Officials of this young but
vigorous Society (especially Mr. Knox, the Secretary and Depositary) are
capable and energetic men, who will see that the contributions are taken up
in good time. The meeting was very satisfactory, and a collection amounting
to $2.82 was taken up.

Hensann, March 26th.—Rev. Mr. Ball met your Agent at the G. T.
station, and, calling at the Depository, it was found that, owing to a mis-
understanding, there had been no saleable stock on hand, and light sales in
consequence. The meeting was held in the Methodist Church, and the at-
tendance was very creditable. Kev. Messrs. Ball (Meth.) and Thompson
(Presby.) rendered excellent service. All routine received due attention, and
steps were taken to ensure a full canvass of the ground for contributions.
Owing to the then recent loss by fire of the Secretary’s store, we were de-
prived of Mr. Jackson’s presence and valuable aid at the meeting.

March 27th, 28th.—Saturday and Sunday were, by previous arrange-
ment, to be given to Port Stanley, Union and Sparta, and on arriving at the
former place your Agent was met by Rev, Mr. Freeman, whose hospitality
was extended to him during his stay in the village. Several calls were made
to secure publicity for the meetings for Sunday morning and the following
Wednesday evening. A very fine service was held in the Methodist Church
on Sunday morning, and your Agent was driven by a friend to Union, where
again an excellent service was held. At the close of this meeting, a gentle-
man from Sparta was in attendance to drive us on to Sparta, where, in the
evening, your Agent again preached in the Methodist Church to a very full
congregation. At all three ti ts were duly made for the

subsequent week-meetings, and in each locality increased interest was, with-
out doubt, aroused.

SparTA, March 29th.—The weather and roads were bad, and the night
very dark—rain falling in torrents, notwithstanding which there was a very
fair attend: The ting was held in the Baptist Church ; its Pastor
(Rev. Mr. Davidson) and Rev. Mr. Ward (Meth.) were present. Their
hearty interest and co-operation greatly benefited the meeting, which was
deeply interesting. The amouut of Depository sales ($14.70) and the collec-

tions ($5.10) was handed over to the Agent, and the collectors’ work will be
duly attended to.

UnioN, March 30th.—This little Branch is not yet in full working order,
having been instituted only a few months, and, apart from the Depository,
nothing had so far been done. The sales amounted to $12.97, and, in such
energetic hands, this department will continue to succeed. The night was
dark and the roads bad. Notwithstanding, a very good attendance at the
appointed hour was present in the very attractive Methodist Church, and its
Pastor (Rev. Mr. Freeman) had come all the way from Port Stanley to
assist, Mr. E. O. Green, President, efficiently filled the chair, and these ad-
vantages combined to secure to us the excellent meeting which all enjoyed.

Porr S8TANLEY, March 31st.—Weather and roads still bad, but at-
tendance, nevertheless. Revs. Messrs, McConnochie (Presb.) and man
(Meth.) were present and rendered valuable aid. The Branch having become
disorganized, owing to the removal of all ite officials, it was reconstructed,
and, efficient Christian gentlemen placed in charge. This was a meeting
which gave promiee of good results in the future,
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ViENNA, April 1st,—Snow-storm and bad roads. Twenty-five miles of a
road, fully fifteen of which was covered on foot. On reaching the village the
weather had cleared up, and, at the appointed time, there was a good attend-
ance in the Methodist Church. Rev. Mr. Reynolds (Meth,) assisted, and
Dr. Kingstone occupied the chair. The Branch made a new start, and we
hope for energetic official action and good results. The sales at the Deposi-
tory had been good during the year.

Porr BurweLL, April 2nd.—On reaching the Port, it was found that,
owing to removal of officials, there bad been no arrangements made for a
meeting, Settled up with Mr. Emery, Depositary, and found the stock in
good condition. Took steps to secure attention to the contributions, and
then returned to Vienna to assist in a public gathering there.

SATURDAY and SuNDAY, 3rd and 4th.—On Saturday, reached Mount
Brydges in good time, and found home comforts at the Methodist Parsonage
for the night. On Sunday morning, held an excéllent service in the
Msthodist Church, giving intimation of the Wednesday evening’s meeting.
After dinner Mr. Cullen kindly drove your agent to Melbourne, where he had
an opportunity to advocate the Society’s claims in the Presbyterian Church.
After service here, Mr. R. B. Campbell, of Middlemiss, was on hand to take
me (six miles) to the latter place, my obliging friend, owing to the state of
the roads, having 1o walk nearly all the way. Here we had a fine meeting
at night in the public hall. But for the disinterested kindness of Messrs.
(‘rullm:i and R. B. Campbell, this day’s arrangements could not have been
carried out.

MippLEMmiss, April 5th,—Met the officials and full committee of this
Branch at the tine appointed. Business was well up, and the contributions,
(which were in advance of the previous year) were voted in equal amounts to
the W. O. B. S. and Parent Society. Owing to business changes in the vil-
lage, Mr. R. B. Campbell kindly ted to serve as Depositary, The
public meeting was called to order by the venerable Mr. Campbell, President,
and the Agent conducted devotional exercises. A lady friend who had done
much towards the establishment, and subsequently as a collector for the
Branch, but now a non-resident, walked six miles in erder to be present at
the meeting And, indeed, it was a grand meeting, full of life and en-
'l-huuiaam, and one that cannot fail to give great impetus to the cause in this
ocality.

MELBOURNE, April 6th.—On this day the memorable April snow-storm
prevailed, rendering travel out of the question. We saw the officials, how-
ever, on the following day, arranged ts with Depositary, and were
assured that all matters would be attended to and contributions duly
forwarded.

MounT Bryp@Es, April 7th.—The meeting here was held in the Baptist
Church, and the attendance was good. The address was listened to atten-
tively, and the moneys raised duly paid over. No doubt a judicious change
in the official staff of this Branch would be beneficial, as some of the old
officials have evidently little interest in its operations.

Hype PArk, April 8th.—A very unfavorable night, both as to roads and
weather, but we found that all preparations had been made by the President
(Rev. Mr. Henderson) before leaving home. The audience was small in num-
bers, but gave unmistakable evidence of deep interest in the cause. The
Age it's ngdreu was listened to with deep attention, and, at its close, the
moneys on hand were paid over. A lady friend kindly promised to see that
the neighborhood would be fully canvassed for contribut; b
of routine received due attention,




44 REPORT OF THE WESTERN

April 9th. —Early thic morning your Agent was on his return trip to his
dlltl.nt home, lmvlng experlenoed all kinds of weather and roads, having
d evel t, and havin reoelvod encouragement and kindness

whloh are horeby gnﬁefully l.oknowleg

REV. DR. BEAUMONT. —It is mth much thankfulness that I am able
to report the. punctual fulfilment of all my engagements for the visitation of
the Branches assigned to me. My address on the work of the Bible Society
eneral, and on the advance made during the past year, has usually occu-
pioﬁ about three-quarters of an hour. Before the close of the moeﬁng, I have
everywhere urged the collectors to begin their work as soon after my visit as
possible, 50 as to enable the Secretaries to remit the proceeds to your Per-
manent Secretary (Rev. Dr. Evans) without delay. I have been particular
in noting the changes of officers, and in returning the names of those newly
elected. This facilitates communication the following year.

In the course of my tour I secured, as often as possible, the insertion of
noticesin the local nawuguporlo( the Parent Society’s world-wide and important
work ; and indebted of all the Foreign Missionary Societi
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of Protestant ((Jhrintondom for the co- ation and support which the Society
affords by supplying the Word of God in the languages of the various nations
of the earth wherein the missionaries are laboring. Every section of the gen-
eral Christian churéh is under the deepest obllgstlon to the British and
Foreign Bible Society.

The Society’s new almanacs, of which I again took a supply at my own
ocost, for ntation to the special friends of the Society, have everywhere
excited admiration. Revival meetings at several places seriously interfered
with the attendance at_the Bible Society meetings,

THORNDALE, Feb. 1lst.—Fairly good attendance. Interest somewhat
languid. Fresh eﬂ'ort made. Rev. J. Holmes, Rev. J. W, Penman and Rev.
Jas. Kennedy present.

CruMLIN, Feb, 2ad.—Meeting not numerously attended, perha; owlng
to the intense cold. Rev. Mr. Howard and Rev. Mr. Klrkhmf“ P.

THAMESFORD, Feb. 8rd,—This Branch is in an active and efficient lh.ﬁe
owing chiefly to the hearty interest of the Rev. President, the able S y
and other warm friends of the Society.

PurNaMvILLE, Feb. 4th.—Small meeting. Languid interest. Revival
ﬁuéinng;l interfered. The chief friends of the Society are Mr. and Mrs,
oK enzie,

Hmmsvxm, Feb, 5th.—Revival meetings again interfered with the

the ctors having failed to make an effort. Mrs. Thomas

very nobly undertook to solicit oontribnﬁom, which will shortly be forwarded
to your Permanent Sec

Saturday, Feb, 6th.—Engaged with the interest of the Bociety.

Sunday, Feb. 7th.—Preached in the English Church on the Divine in-
gplnﬂm the Old Testament Scriptures, and on the work of the Bible

Avox, Feb. 8th,—Small meeting, Revival meetings again interfered.

Brrmont, Feb, 9th.—Very good meeting. Rev, C. Miles, M, A., in the
ohalr, Rev, 3, Coualas and Bov, Mr, Mokibhen also: geesaerh Increasing
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interest is happily evident in this Branch. Your Agent was encouraged to
speak an hour all but ten minutes.

AyLMER, Feb, 10th.—Branch in a rather hniuld state, notwithstanding
the warm interest taken in the Society’s work by the Rev. President, the
Rev. W. Daunt, M. A. Rev. Mr. Tapscott, sr., and Rev. Mr, Tapscots, jr.,
were also p t. Small meeting. Other attractions.

SpriNariELD, Feb. 11th.—Small meeting. Revival services interfered
here also. Rev. Mr. Brown and Rev. Mr. McNair were both with us.

DorcuesTER NorTH (Lyons), Feb, 12th.—Meeting consisted principally
of young people, whom I endeavored to interest.

GRANTON, Feb, 16th.- One of the best and lu"ge-t mooﬁnfll have yet
attended this year. A warm interest evident. Prospects of the Grant
Branch very good. Rev. T. W. Magahy drove 7 miles to assist us. Rev.
L%lr._(};mpbell and Rev, Mr, Stephenson also present. Mr., Eams was in the
chair,

Nissourr NortH, (Belton P. 0.) Feb. 17th.—Nothing done here yet.
Interest very languid. Stirred them up to make one effort.

DorcHESTER StaTION, Feb. 18th.—Moderately good ting. Re-
organized the Branch. Prospects hopeful. Rev. Mr, Crews assisted me in
the opening devoti The Society has some earnest friends here. Your
Agent spoke about 40 minutes.

REV. JOHN GEMLEY.—I entered upon my visitation-work on the 3rd
of March, 1886, My first attempt was cheerless and useless. I reached

Yarmouth Centre in due time, but only to find that a meetinswu impossible, as

all the people were going to a tea meeting about two miles distant.

FroMe, March 4th,—A meeting in the Methodist Churchi The President
in the chair, The sales during the year were small. The position of the
Branch is not favorable to large sales. The contributions in advanoce of next
year, and the collection at the public meeting was satisfactory. We had an
excellent speech from the Rev. Mr, Claris, Congregational Church. I had
only one objection to it; it was an anticipation of my own, Mr. Claris is
intelligent, and from experience, familiar with Bible ty Agenoy duties,
The o&nen of this Branch are cordial workers for the cause.

BrenuEiM, March 5th.—The Baptist Church was p! at our service,
The meeting was one of the heartiest kind. The colletion was very good
indeed. The cash paid to me was about 60 per cent. of the amount given last
year, and the collectors had not made their canvass. The Rev. A. W, Waddel,
the venerable president, filled the chair well. His speech was bright, intelli-

ent and telling, followed by admirable addresses from the Rev. J. Livingstone,
gdothodllt Church : and the Rev. Rev. R. Uniacke, Church of England.
F;ox;x tke flourishing character of this place, we may look for larger sales in
the future.

Metiodins Chardl A ron st o "'u..%""" repocliy s viow
ot t Churoly, Was 84 and enco —

of the fact that no meeting was held here last year. Rev. R. D, Hamil-
ton, pastor of the Church, and the Rev. Mr., Carey, of the Baptist Church,
cheered me by their kindness, and supported the o{dmaol the Society by their
efficient advocacy. The public collection was fair, and the to make
the needful exertions as to free contributions was given . Some
stook was lost by fire during the year, and the sales were not large. I passed
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through this place a few years ago, and was astounded at its growth and
signs of commercial activity.

WarLacerowN, March 23rd. —This is an old and faithful Branch of the
Society. Theanniversary took place in the Presbyterian Church. The pastor,
Rev. D. Stewart, was called to the chair. The Rev. James Chance, Church
of England, the President of the Branch, was unable to be present, owing
to the state of his health. The Rev. Mr. Stewart delivered a brief but suitable
and excellent opening address. The collection, for the numbers - present, may
considered satisfactory. The condition of the roads was such as to preclude be
the hope of a large congregation.  Collectors were appointed, and we may be
certain that the energetic and efficient secretary-treasurer, Mr. Robert Gunn,
will do his duty again in maintaining the position already attained by the
generous friends of Wallacetown and vicinity.

Laraie, March 24th.—A journey of four miles brought me to a country
settlement. The roads were well nigh impassable. Their character and con-
dition proved the richness of the soil, which was only a partial consolation on
this dark night. We had twelve persons present, some of whom had come
several miles. After my address the collectors and officers were appointed.
The latter are faithful friemds of the Society, and they look for results equal
to the past. The occasion is very rare indeed when I do not ask for a col-
léction at the public meeting, but I did not do so this time.

MuLt Brance (HarwicH StATiON), March 26th.—The annual meeting
was attended to. It was held in the Presbyterian Church., Like that at
Largie, this Church is centrally situated, but there is no village near it ;
Numbers present about 45. They have not been in the habit of having a col-
lection at their meetings, but as there was an excellent spirit, I asked for one
and they consented ; under the circumstances it was satisfactory. T'he trea-
surer was ready with the gifts of the people. They were $20.77; last year
$15.26. The sales were quite small. Large ones cannot be expected in iso-
lated settlements. The President of the Branch conducted the business of the
meeting.

RipeerowN, Sunday, March 28th.—Preached in St. George’s—Church of
England—in the forenoon, and received the whole collection for the Society,
viz., $6.00. I preached again in the afternoon, at a new appointment near
Morpeth, but owing to some misunderstanding no collection was d
Iu the evening I preached in St. John's Church—Church of England—Morpeth,
and got for the Society $2.76.

March 29th.—The anniversary was held this e“ninf in the Methodist
Church, The pastor. the Rev. B. Clement, President elect, presided with
ability. The meeting was well sustained by the clergymen of the town, viz :

Rev. G. G. McRobbie, Presbyterian Church; Rev. W. Prosser, Baptist
Church, and Rev., W. M. Shore, Church of England, by each of whom a suit-
able and effective address was given. A ting of the ittee was held
prior to the hour of the public meeting. The affairs of the Branch were fully
considered, and the required arrangemients made for a more productive future,
and for which we may(ﬁook from the Branch in this truly beautiful youn
town. Including the collection during the service, the amount received an
remitted was $27.00; last year there was no remittu:we from this Branch ;

collectors were to be appointed by the g

' CriNaN, March 30th.—The public meeting of this Branch was duly
announced to take place in the Presbyterian Church. A few were present,
Had there been none I would not have been surprised, so dark and drea

was the night, and so deep themud. The pastor, the Rev. J, Milloy, the Presi-
dent of the Branch, was not in health just then to accompany me to the
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Church, which was about 1} miles from the manse. Had any one told me it
was five miles, I could have believed him. = Well, having borrowed a pair
of suitable boots from mine host, and with two fine lads—the minister’s sons—
to guide me, one of them carrying the lantern, we reached the Church in
safety, and not in bad spirits either. I addressed those who came out, and
the officers and the collectors were appointed. This Branch contributes
nobly and will continue to do so.

Iona, March 31st.—1I had the gleuure of attending a cheerful and profit-
able meeting in one of the Baptist Churches. Mr. Thoa. Pearce, Church of
England, Presiden" elect, presided,and I was well supported by the ministers
present, who delivered earnest and telling addresses : viz., Revs. Geo. Moore,
and P. A. Pinkerton, Baptist Church, and the Rev. W. H. Cooper, Methodist
Church. The collection at the meeting was nearly $3.00. The sales during
the year about §12.00. This Branch, like Crinan, contributes liberally, The
collectors were chosen to canvas the neighborhood.

YarmourH CENTRE, April lst.—Five miles from St. Thomas. After
corresponding with the Rev. Dr, Evans. it was concluded that I should again
visit this Bransh, especially as it was formed last year. (Please see above
March the 3rd.) After writing to the Secretary of this Branch, he kindly

romised to meet me in St. Thomas, at 4 p.m. on April 1st, and drive me to

‘armouth, He did not come. A generous friend sent me out; when I
reached the village I found the Secretary; he told me he thought I would not
come, and added that the meeting was o be held in the Baptist Church, in_.
the village of New Sarum, which is two miles further eastward. I was deter-"
mined if possible to get there in time ; my young driver was willing, and we
succeeded. I addressed the few present and got a collection of 25 cents.
Notwithstanding this discouragement, I am more than ever convinced that
our Bible Society, and the visitation connected therewith, are a blessing to
the community and to'all the Churches.

REV. GEO. W, HENDERSON.—This is the first year that it has been
my privilege to serve the W, O. B. 8. I have enjoyed the work beyond my
expectations. I have been royally entertained in the homes of friends deeply
interested in our work, For the most part have found the ministers of the
various churches willing to co-operate, and in many instances doing effective
service.

The following is a briefly detailed statement of your Agent’s work.

ADELAIDE, Feb. Ist.—Was hospitably entertained by the Rev. Mr,
Neelands, a warm friend of the Society. No public meeting was held last
year, and very little done by way of collecting funds. The meeting was
held ia the Pablic Hall, village of Adelaide. The night was cold ; the attendance
and collection were small. Men good and true became responsible for the
work of collecting in the several districts, and better things may be expected
from Adelaide,

PerRoLiA, Feb. 8th.—The attendance was small, in consequence of a
Scott Act meeting in the church near by, but the collection was in advance
of last year. The Rev. Wm, Hayhurst presided with his usual ability, and
the Rev, Mr. Hutchinson gave an excellent address. In many respects this is
a model Branch, It possesses an excellent officiary, & live and representative
committee who do their work in a thorough and systematic way.

Wryoming, Feb. 9th,—An excellent meeting was held in the Methodist
church, the President, Rev, G. Cathbertson, ably ‘nuld ; the choir did
much to enliven the proceedings. The work of collect not leted
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but the financial returns will be in advance of last year. The dep y is

well kept, but needs replenishing.

Warwick, Feb, 10.—The meeting was held in the Zion Congregational
church, situate in the country. The attendance was small, but those present
seemed much interested in the good work and gave a very liberal collection.

The Rev. Mr. Hay showed your Agent no little kindness; Warwick will take a
step in advance this year.

Lucan, Feb. 15th.—Here the cause has been in a languishing condition;
llectors were appointed last year but they failed to do their work. The
audience, though the largest for several years, was small. Two represent-
atives from each church in' the village became responsible for the thorough
prosecution of the work of collecting ; your Agent is expecting very much
better things from this Branch hereafter,

Urroxerer, Feb, 17th,—Very ‘little has been done here during the past
year ; some had entertained the idea of qiving up the Branch. However, our

ting was well attended, and h tic, and a fi ial The
friends are resolved to do more earnest and thorough work for God, in this
department in the fuhu-e;

JUra, Feb. 18th.—Your Agent wrote repeatedly to every; officer off the
Branch, but got no reply, so upon the advice of Dr, Evans I ‘?Aieed the place.
Not an official of the society remains in the neighborhood ; the only store, the
one in which the depository was kept, was deserted and soon after burned.
Thne stock of Bibles, however, had been removed to a private house. These I
packed and expressed to the London Depository. I spent the day in the in-
terest of the Society, and after a careful survey, your Agent would recommend
the closing of this Branch for the present.

REV. JOHN DOWNIE, B. D.—In making this report, your Agent
wishes to state that he is more than ever impressed with the all-importance of
the Word of God, and the fact that it alone can bring Christians togsther, as

one man, to further the cause of Christ by making known to all its life-giving
truths,

MorrETH, January 28th, —Made several visits on behalf of the Society
in the vicinity of Morpeth, to stir up an interest in the work.

February 1st.—The annual meeting was held at Morpeth in the Church
of England, and was attended by a ber of warm friende of the Society.
Mr. Donald McLaren, an old and sineere friend of the work, took the chair.
The Rev. G. W. Andrews, of the Methodist Church, was present and deliv-

ered an address. The Society is making progress, and a very satisfactory
repert was presented.

February 6th.— Visited some of the officers of thi Palmyra and Highgate
Branches, and conferred with them in reference to the efficiency of these
Branches and the prospects of the meetings appointed for next week.

PALMYRA, February 9th.—The meeting of this Branch was held in the
Methodist Hall, and was well attended. he President, Mr. Thos. Carey,
took the chair. The Rev. G. W. Andrews, of the Methodist Church, was
present, and took an important part in the proceedings, This Branch was
only formed last year. It has made progress, and bids fair for the future,

H16HGATE, February 10th.—This is one of the most important Branches
in the west, and it in a flourishing condition, The meeting was held in the
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Methodist Church, and was largely attended and very enthusiastic, Mr. W,
Tolson, President, in the ehair, Rev. Mr. Kennedy, the Pastor, took part in
the devotional exercises, and delivered an address; a number of suitable
hymns were sung.
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Essex OeNTRE, February 15th.—This is a growing town. Your Agent
made several visits during the afternoon. The annual meeting was held in
the Presbyterian Church; attendance small, but was composed of those who
take a lively interest in the Society. ~Revs. Messrs. Batstone, Church of
England, and Fleming, Presbyterian, delivered addresses. Rev. Mr, Fleming
took the chair in the absence of the President, Mr. J. Milne. Your Agent
spoke at considerable length on the objects of the Bible Society.

February 16th.—During the morning your Agent made several visits at
Essex Centre before he left for Kingsville, where a meeting was appointed for
the evening. Kingsvilld is about twelve miles distant from Essex Centre,
Your Agent hoped to go down by the stage at two o'clock in the afternoon.
On inquiry, he found t‘hnt there would be no lu?e that afternoon on account
of a political meeting, and all the horses at the livery stables were out. How-
ever, your Agent succeeded in hiring a horse from an old friend, Mr, John
Fulmer, and was able to reach Kingsville in time.

rington and Service, Baptists, were present; Rev. Mr. Matthew waa confined
to his bed by illness. The meeting was well attended and quite enthusiastic,
Mr. Jasper Golden, President, in the chair. Rev. Mr. Service delivered a
short address. This Branch has not been doing as well as heretofore, but
promises better things.

LeamingToN, February 17th.—This Branch suffered a great loss by a
destructive fire about two years ago, having lost the entire stock of books to
the value of over sixty dollars, and has done but little since that time. The
annual moetin%wu held in the B&%ﬁ:lﬁ Church, and was largely attended.
Revs. Mesars, Burtch and Dogherty, tist, Scott, Presbyterian, and Harris,
Methodist, were present and took part in the proceedings. Rev. Mr. Scott,
President, conducted the meeting in a very happy manner. A number of
hymns were sung with much heartiness.

February 18th.—Visited Harrow and conferred with some of the officers;
examined the stock on hand, and made inquiries about the meeting appointed
for the next night.

KinesviLLE,—The meeting was held in the Baptist Chz{r;oh. Revs, Her-

CoLCHESTER, February 8th.~The annual meeting was held in the Metho-
dist Church at Oxley, and yery largely attended, The Methodists were
holding special revival meetings, but thegikindly gave way to the Bible So-

el

ciety lnaetinﬂ,l and the Rev. Mr., Edwards, the pastor of the church, took a
very hearty interest in the work of the Society.

Harrow, Feb; 19th.—The annual meeting of this Branch was almost

a failure, on account of the very stormy night. However, your Agent did all

he could to stir up an interest in the work, and make the Branch as efficient

as possible, More interest was taken in the work here last year than for

::3 time before, and it is hoped that the record this year will be a very
one,

Your Agent, in all his % , dfew attention to the wonderful work
being done by the British and Foreign Bible Society in all lands, and the
remarkable progress attending}itsJoperations,

' )

/

/
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REV. J. ROBBINS.—NgwsuRry, Jan, 18th.—This Branch has for {
the last few years evidently been in a depressed condition, and last year ’f
held no meeting ; this year the meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church.
A very respectable attendance. Hearty interest was manifested. A collec-
tion amounting to $3.60 was taken up, and the Newbury Branch goes for-
ward to do better work. The officers are the same as last year, with the ex-
ception of the name of James Douglas, Esq., who occupies the responsible
position of Treasurer. Mr. Guppy, the Depositary, evidently considers his
office & labor of love.

SUTHERLAND'S CorNERS, —This meeting was held Jan. 19th, The death
of Mr. Fordham, a warm friend and advocate of the Bible Society in this
section, is de?ly deplored. The meeting in the Presbyterian Church was
fairly attended. The stock waa taken and found in good condition. The
statement with the subscription will be duly forwarded by the Secretary-
Treasurer. The officers of this Branch are the same, with the exception of
John Gage, Ksq., who is elected President. My opinion of Sutherland’s
Conll(erl as & Branch of the Society is that it is in good hands and doing good
work. ]

W ARDSVILLE, Jan, 21st.—A capital meeting in the Presbyterian Church.
Revs. J. B. Hamilton and G. Jackson were present and rendered good
service. Your Agent found in Wardsville an efficient staff of officers, the
only change necessary being that of the Depositary ; Alex. McCowan, Esq.,
was elected to fill that position. The sum of $16.35 subscription and $1.43
collection was handed to the Agent.

FLORENCE, Jan, 25th,—In the Presbyterian Church a very good audience !
assembled. Rev. Mr. Collins, of the Methodist Church, to the front with
kind assistance for the work of the hour. The officers are all re-elected. The
Depositary is a lady, who keeps the stock in fine style. I refer to Miss J.
Sangster. Mr. W. Webster, the Sec’y-Treasurer, entertained the Agent; he
is a deeply interested worker in the cause of Bible circulation.

EuvpHEMIA, Feb, 8th.—Went to this Branch with some doubts as to the
advisability of continuing it, as it appears to have been unproductive for
some time past. Was accompanied by Rev. Mr. Johnson, from Alvinston ;
met the President, Mr. MaTaggart, and the Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. W,
Gray. Urged upon all parties the advisability of keeping up their Branch.
We purpose, D. V., spending a Sabbath here and preaching a special sermon
on the Society’s work. The President undertook the work of collecting and
doubtless good results will accrue.
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GLENCOE, Feb. 9th,—As this is our home, it would not look well to in-
dulge in self-laudation. But the meeting in the English Church was excel-
lent. Rev. Messrs. Taylor and Griffin assisted, and the results will be found
in & good subscription and collection to be forwarded by the Treasurer. All

officers re-appointed.

REV, T. H. PATCHELL.—I herewith present a brief Report of the
Branches which the committee appointed me to visit. Although very cold,
the weather was not by any means so severe as that experienced by my %e- b
decessor last year. The committee owe a debt of gratitude to Rev. Dr.
Beaumont for his punctuality and earnestness in doing the work last year.

Feb. 1st.—I went by train to Essex Centre; by stage to Cottam. Cot-
tam is seven miles from Essex Centre ; small village ; good business eentre ;
surrounded by excellent land, and people in very comfortable circumstances,
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Meeting in Methodist Church ; audience 80 ; choir rendered some excellent
pleces, Rev. Mr. Nethercott gave a telling address. . Depository well kept
and doln‘% well. I am indebted to the kindness and hospitality of J. James,
Esq. Officers duly elected.
RurHVEN; Feb. 20d.—A fair meeting. In unavoidable absence of the
President, Mr. Isaacs took the chair and gave a good address. The managers
take a deep interest in the advancement of the great work. The Depository
is well kept. The collectors were duly elected. While here I shared Mr.
Isaac’s hospitality, Mr. Isaac is a staunch friend of the Bible Society.
WHuEATELY, Feb. 3rd.—The meeting was held in the Methodist Church.
The night was extremely cold ; audience of 40. Dr. Chamberlain took the
chair and delivered a good address. Mr. Joseph Gibson, the Secretary-
Treasurer, was present. Both take a %ood interest in the work. The
audience appeared in good gpirits, and will do all possible to have Wheately
a successful point. The Depository is well kept ; books in beautiful glass
case. Officers duly appointed.

Rom~EY, Feb. 4th,—A good meeting in the Methodist Church, T. C.

1 Renwick, Esq., acted as chairman, and delivered an excellent address. Mr.

Renwick is a faithful standard-bearer of the Bible Society. The audience
numbered about forty. Rev. Mr, Turner would have been present, only

1 being engaged in special services. The Depository is in a healthy condition,

and doing a good work. Mr. Renwick favored me very much in driving me
to Tilbury East, and next morning driving me to the railway station, Tilbury

1 Céntre.

TiLBury Easr, Feb. 5th.—Arrived about six o’clock, and had a hospita-
ble reception with Rev. Mr. Logie. A fair audience. The meeting was in
the Presbyterian Church. The pastor gave an excellent address, and Mr.
Renwick {nve a short address, too. The Secretary, Mr. Oswald, read the
minutes of the previous meeting. All the proceedings were presented in a
faultless manner. This is a very successful Branch, and will render an ex-

Y cellent return. I am very much'indebted to Rev. Mr. Logie for his kindness.

He is a faithful friend of the Bible Society.

CHARING CrOSS, Feb. 8th.—Went to Chatham by train ; walked out to
Charing Croes ; arrived about six o’clock. Shared hospitality of Mrs,
Scott. Meeting in Methodist Church; good attendance. Mr. Fuce, jr.,
acted as chairman and gave a short address. Here I met a former friend,
Mr. Whaley, and his excellent wife ; grand supporters of the Bible Society.
One lady played some choice pieces on the organ. We established a Deposi-
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tory here, This Branch has all indication of being very effective.

TUPPERVILLE, Feb. 28th,—KEstablished a Branch at Tupperville with a
taff of officers who, I believe, will, by God’s blessing, do effective work in the
eld embraced within its boundaries.

In conclusion, I am indebted to many friends I have not named ; at-
nded to all the financial matters, such as depository, stock, accounts, eto.
Your Agent gave an address at each meeting from thirty-five minutes to an
our, a8 oir d ded, and hereby acknowledges the sympathy,
indness and co-operation of the pecple.

REV. ROBT. THYNNE.—The following Branches were visited by the
v. R. Thynne, in the month of February, 1886, viz.: Mosa, Napier,
rooke (Alvinston), Brigden, Bunyan, Logierait, Aberarder, McGillivray W.,
ndon N. E., and London N. W. The official report, carefully and correctly
wn up, was duly forwarded, and the financial items entered in our books,
he subsequent report, giving details of the visits made, has been mislaid,
ts ab not noticed until too late to procure a copy for entry here.

e oIr

he Secretary trusts this explanation will be kindly accepted.
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SUBSCRIPTION LISTS.

4@ By the Regulations of the Society, the names of Subscribers of oNE

the
that
in the Eeport
Rev. Dr. Beau
7 PO $20
C. F. Complin.. 10
Rev.Canon [nnes 10
Rt. Rev. Maurice
8. Huron . ..., 20
Dr. & Mrs. Eccles 10
Wm. Bowman.. 10
Joseph Jeffery.. 10
T.t.g(u.Mo or
BRI s o 04 00 ¢ 10
E. Adame & Oo.. 10
J. M. Fraser.... 10
John Labatt.... 20
Robt. Dickie.... 50
LD, 5
5
b
5
5
5
. b
-}
5
5
5
v 8
. b
b
5
]
b
5
b
5
5
5
b
Josish Blackburn b
R. J. C, Dawson §

DOLLAR and ugw::lucﬁreu

2228388 888 233333338 238 38888 38838 8388 888

in the published lists. Smaller sums a
ectors’ Returns for each Branch.
llﬁ be carefully made up, and forwarded in time to appear annually

pear in
It is very desirable

LONDON CITY.

J. B. Laing .....
John Green......

Alex. Johnston. ..
John Beatty......
John Carling. .. ..
Rev. Dr. Ryokman
Jas. A. Blair.....
Jas. Williams. . .,
A. Bradford......
A. Thomson, .....
R. W. Smylie. ..
Rev. J. J. Rice..
Geo. Marshall sr.
& Mre, Marshall
John Friend.....
Samuel Stewart. .
George Rowntree.
L. H. Ingram...
Thos. Kent......
Edward Beltz. ...
J. B. Smallman. .
R. F. Matthews. .

E. Baynn Reed ..
Rev. Osnon Rich-

ardsol
Stovonl & Burns..
E. A, Taylor. ....
John Elliott. ... ..

RevThos. Hadwen
‘Wm. Willis
Thos. Bryan..

B. A. Mitchell..
Mrs. LaFayette. .
W.M. 8
John W;
J. Shanl
John Macbeth. . ..
James Perkins. ..
Mrs. A, McBeth. .

WRWWLWwWwWwWh b Bhhapbhtoioton

88338833883888 3338 38333383388 3338338888

a8
8

S
888

NN&N&NN!@NNM&M&

R. W. Barker....
James Percival. . .
D. C. Hannah.. ..

H. Ashplant.....
W. P.R. Stre t..
W. J. McIntosh. .
Pigot & Brym..
Dr. Proudfoot. .
T. H. Tracy. ....
Edy Bros........
J.L. Dampier. .
G. G. Magee. ...
W. 8. Barkwell. .
A. MoCormick. .
Advertiser Pg Oo

R. Walker & Son.
H. Becher. ......
B. Dawson .....

C. McCallum. . ..
A. B. Powell ....
Rev. J. V. Smith.
J. Hazard.......
James Wright. .
Mrs, Ghilholm
Wm. Saunders. . .
J. Frith Jeffers .
W.J. Reid .....
Rev, J. W. Marsh
(R8BS} ic,.. i
Rev. J. W. Marsh
(1886) ..
W. J. Carrie. ..
Judge Elliott. .
Rev. R, Thomu
Rev. R. J. Trelea-

wmwmwmwmwwmmmwmwmmwwwwmm:;wwmwwwwwwg

88 8 283883338388333832335338833883888888
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SAUBSCRIPTIONS,

Rev.J. W, P.Smith$1

W. McDonough...$2 00 | Joseph Gatecliff..§1 00 00
Jas, Durand ..... 2 00 | G. &J B. Cairn- W.Scarrow...... 100
Thomas Cowley.. 2 00 | Cross.......... 100 | A.J. Watson 100
A friend, ........ 100 W H. Mchtehoon 100 | D. H. Williams.. 1 00
M, J Betl....... 1 00 | I. F. Hellmuth... 1 00 | O.J. Bridle...... 100
J. Douglas. . ..... 100 | T. H. Luscombe.. 1 00 | John Ferguson... 1 00
S, Grant.. . . . 1 00 | Richard Evans... 1 00 | Jas. Johnston.... 1 00
W. 8. Case. . 100 | W.D. Buckle.. . 1 00 | E, J, Parke..... 100
J.J. Niven, M.D. 1 00 | John Wright . .. 100 | W. H, Moorhouse
1. Webster . ..... 1 00 | W.W. Fitzgerald. 1 00 ) i e 100
8. H. Adams .... 1 00 | John Pope....... 1 00 | Dr.Stevenson.... 1 00
Afriend., oo ooes 100 | J. B. Dignam.... 100 | H. Haskett...... 100
Wm. Gurd. .... 1 00 | John Moule.... . 1 00 | T, H. Purdom... 1 00
W.C.L. Gill.... 100 | E. Yealland ..... 100 | Chas. Chapman... 1 00
Geo. Shuff....... 100 | L. McDonald.... 100 | J. Young........ 1 00
W. L. Graham... 1 00 | J. F. Burkholder. | 00 | Jas. B. McKillop. 1 00
G. P, Wuthnd E. T. Essery..... 100 | D. Darvill. ...... 100
MD.......... 00 |:T. Allen, ....... 1 00 John B. Smyth .. 1 00
Ferguson & Co... 1 00 [ Jno. Callard . 100 | Jas. S, Elson.. .. 1 00
A. M. Hyman.... 1 00 | Geo. Kerr .1'00 | R. 8. Rockett. .. 1 00
B. Summers. . .. .. 1 00 | R. Dennis .. 100 | Geo. F. Morris... 1 00
McBride & Boyd. 1 00 | H. Y. . 100 | James Twohy.... 1 00
H. H. Nelles .... 1 00 | H. Walton 100 | F. H Heath.. .. 1 00
Jas. A. Kennedy Wm. Skinner.... 100 | 8, Woolverton.. . 1'00
T 100 | T. J. Tanton..... 100 | Mrs. Crombie.... 1 00
Ed. Palmer...... 100 | J. Roberts....... 100 | Wm. Stevely.. .. 1 00
F. 8. Clarke ..... 1 00 | John Campbell... 1 00 | Rev. F. B. Stacey 1 00
Rev.W.H. Porter. 1 00 | Geo, Darvill...... 100 | E. 8. Collett..... 1 00
R.W. Sharpe.... 1 50 | T. Brenton...... 100 | Wm. H. Davis,.. 1 00
E. H. Hayne .... 1 00 | Bart, Cottam.... 1 00 | John Hunter... 1 00
John M. Denton.. 1 00 | Frank Holman... 1 00 | Miss Buckle.... . 1 00
N.F. Yeo....... 100 | Jas. H, Belton... 1 00
A. 8. Abbott .100 | M.J. KEent... .. 100
B. H. Smith..... 100 | T. B. Escott..... 100 | Small sums...... 325
— ommr—————"
BRANCHES.
ABERARDER. Collectors, Misses John- ALVINSTON,

Pablic collection.§ 2 27

Collectors, Misses Ross
and Switzer.
Robert Ross....§ 1 00
Robert Doughl 100
Small sums. 3 50

Collector, Miss Mack,
Small sums..... $ 350

Miss McKinlay..
Small sums......

son and Watson,

Mrs. Sutollﬂ'e 8 l 00
Small sums. 6 00

Collector, Miss McKinlay

Finlay McKinlay$ 1 00
Don’ld McMillan 1 00
Small sums..... 2 85

Oollectors, Misses Brown
and McKinlay.

F. Wilkinson...$ 1 00

A. E. Smythe. § 1 00
715

BLENHEIM,
Public collection.$ 4 20

w

o
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SUBSCRIPTIONS,

Collector, Miss Morgan.

Collector, Miss Haggart. |

Mrs. A. Haggart.$ 1 00
W. Montgomery. 1 00
Miss B, gart 1 00
Small sumes.. .., .., 448

Collector, Miaa Sinclair,
Small sums..... $ 340

Collector, Miss Grant.
Small sums.....$ 3 00

C’ollector, Miss Baord
Small sums.....§ 4 15

Collecton,' Misses Me-
Coll and Baird,
Small sumes. . .... $556

Uouecm,;l;; Burcheil.
Small sums,.... $67

CENTRALIA,

Public collection$ 2 82
A Kmx....... 100

Small Sums,

By Miss M. Hill.$ 4 20
By Misses Hioks

and Latimer 3 75
ByMrs.H.Essery 3 25
By Thos. Hockey. 1 60

EXETER,
Collectionat Pub-

lic Meeting. ...$ 6 40
Mr. Anderson... 1 00
Jas. Easterbrook 1 00

O'ollector, Miss Mills.

| Mr.&Mrs, Trivitt$ 5 00

T 1) | [— 1 00
W. Grigg, jr.. 100
B. N. Elliott. . 2 00
Small pums...... 6 70
Collectors, Miss Bell and
Miss Southeott,
A. A. Denovan..$ 3 00
W. D, Hurdon.. 1 00
T. Fitten.... .. 100
John Gould..... 100
J. Ranton.. 100
J. Carling .. 100
I, Trialk. ... 100
RevMr.Robinson 1 00
C. Southcott.... 1 00
J. Easterbrook.. 1 00
Js Ballsosesvisis 100
Small sums ..... 776

Collectors, Miss Harri-
son and Miss Grigg.
W. Grigg...... $100
Rev. B?f‘Mutin 1
Geo. Samwell.., 1
Rd. Pickard.... 1
Jas. Pickard..,. 1
Mrs. Samwell..., 1
John Grigg.. 5
Small sums . ..., 14

Collectors, Miss Ramsey
and M 88 Brown,

Mrs. McEwan 100
W. H. Venty.... 100
Mrs. Anderson.. 1 00
Small sums. . ..., 2 60
Collectors, Miss Johns

and Miss Welch,
Small sums ..... 355
Total ...... 879 27
Less expenses.., 2 96
$76 31

GLENCOE& STRATHBURN,

Collection at Pub-
I lic Meeting... $ 4 77

Collector, Ida Adams.
Small sums..... $180

Collector, Geo. Leath-
hridge.
Duncan MoEach-
eron. .$100
John MoAlplne 100
Geo. Lnthbridge 100
Small sums.

Collector, Janet McKel-
lar.
Rev. W.R.Buther-
land

1.00
D. McAlpine . .. 1 00
Alex. McKellar,, 1 50
Small sums....., 75

Collector, John Craig.
Small sums,..... $265

Collectors, Misses Cam-
eron and Hurley.
Small sume...., $52

CQollector, Mua Mary
Ann McMillan,

Small sums .....$ 2 95
Colledor,_.;ohn Me-

Eacheron.

Small sums. ..,..$ 1 50
Collectors, Misses Mc-

Cracken and Leitch.
John Mokaen. 100
100
hio(}m-y 1 00
J A Young. 100
M. F. Barol y . 100
L Rathburn.... 1 00
G. M. Harrison.. 1 00
Alex. Stewart... 1 00
Small sums. 9 60
Qollector, Alex, Bddie.
Small sums 50




SUBSCRIPTIONS,

GRANTON,
Qollectors, Misses Wells
and Cameron.

Rev.J.C.Steven-

[ 100
Rev. J. Campbell 1 00
J. Eames. . ..... 100

Small sums. ..., 10 35

Qollector, Em West-
man and Radcliff,

IONA.

QCollectors, Misses Mary
Morvis and Janet
McOallum.

Rev. P. A, Tink-
ham

Oolkctor,_Mr. John
Rogers.
Small sums......$ 2 00

Qollectors, Misses Ella
Harris _aﬂd Rachel

George Silcox.. . .
8 sums.....

Collector, Peter Suther-
land, Esq.

Thos. Pearce....$ 2 00

Mrs,.Thos, Pearce 2 00

Peter Sutherland 1 00

Small sums...... 2 25

Oolledora,mnea Hum-
phries and Clark.

Small sums......$ 9 35

Total.... .$33 05

LARGIE.

Collectors, Misses Hrskine
and McPherson,
Mrs, McKerr-
acher,...,....$ 1 00

Small sums.....$ 2 50

Collectors, Misses Black
and Paton,

Robt. McMillan § 1 00

D. McMillan.... 100

Small sums..... 226

Qollectors, Misses Gra-
ham and Shaw.
David Stewart..$ 1 00
Small sume...... 4 56

Collectors, Misses Mc-
Kellar and Qillies.

Small sums...... $17

Collectors, Misses Mec-
Lean and McKay.

Small sums......$ 2 10

Collectors, Misses Me-
Callum and McMillan,

John D. McRae..$ 1 00
Small sums...... 475

Collectora,___ll;iaaes M
Millan and Kerr,
William Goldie..$ 1 00
Donald McMillan 1 00
Small sums. . ... . 125

Collector, Mr. Archibald
Duncanson,
Arch. McGeachy $ 1 00
Mrs. McGeachy 1 00
Arch, Duncanson 1 00
Small sums.. ... 17

Collector, Miss Murison.
Small sums......$ 2 00

Total.... .$32 91

LOGIERAIT.

Colectors, Misses Hu-
phemia Burr and Kate
MecLennan,

Silas Mills......$ 1 00
Small sums...... 2 50

Collector, Miss Maggie
lallum.
Donald Callum..$ 1 00

Small sums......$§ 50

Collector, Miss Minnie
Smith. .
Small sums...,..$ 1 00

Collector, Miss Clara
Hossie.
William Stewart$ 2 00
Rev. J.. C. Tibb. 1
James Hopie. .. 1
Wm. L. Simpson 1
Small sums..... 1

O'oller:tora,M_iasea O, Mc-
Gregor and M. Lamb.

P, MoGregor....§ 1 00

8888

Small sums...... 8 25
Collector, Miss Fanny
Bell.

Mrs, F, Carru
thers....... 100

Small lllml....:: 2 50
Collectors, Misses Jane
Maitland and Jane
Crockard.
Wm, Cole.......§ 1
Alex. Crockard.. 1
David Maitland. 1
John Carr...... 1
Small sumes. . ....

Total ...... 50
Previous Year,
Collectionat Pub-
lic Meeting...$ 1 62
Peter MoGregor. 1 00

John D. Grieve.. 1 00
William Stewart 2 00
Wm. L. Simpson 1 90
Rev. J. Camp-

bell Tibb..... 100
Donald Callum.. 1 00
D. MocLennan... 1 00
Robert Carruth-

ST H o000 00 0 100
William Cole.... 100
Alex, Crockard.. 1 00
David Maitland. 1 00
John Carr...... 100
Small sums...... 15 05

Qoli

Henr
Smal
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SUBSCRIPTIONS,

LONDON, N. E.

Collectionat Pub-

lic Meetin $ 7 97
Alex. Ironside.. 1 00
John Fraser, ... 1 00
3. F Ryla.nd.... 1 00
Mrs. Ryland. . 100
Jas. Bell.. 100
Du:lel MoPher

........ 1 00
Wm Donaldson.. 1 00
Mrs.Stephen Cor-

[ 1 00
Jas. Carmichael.. 2 00
Mrs. James Oar-

michael....... 100
Mrs. John Car

michael....... 100
Chae, Dickenson 1 00
William White.. 1 00
James Robb.... 1 00
Adam Robb 100
Small sums.. ... 24 95

Total ...... $48 92

LONDON, N. W,
Collectionat Pub-
lic Meeting ...§ 5 56

Qollector, Mr. Henry

Seott.
Henry Scott....$ 100
Small sums. .... 3 25

Collector, Miss Cicely
Scott.
Small sums..... $415

Collector, Mr. 4. Grant.
Alex, Grant ....$ 1 00

Small sums...... 7 50
Collector, Miss Maggie
McRae, e
Donald MoRae..$1 00
Mrs, Waugh.... 1 00
‘Wm, Charlton.., 1 00
James Skinner.. 1 00
Geo,' Douglas.... 1 00
John W, Robson 1 00
And'w B. Scott.. 1 00
Small sums ..... 9 55

Callector, Miss Annie

Calvert. *
Robert Whillans$ 1 00
Mrs. Robt. Whil-

MO8 osisionsie 10O
John Calvert.... 1 00
Joseph Charlton. 1 00
Samuel Pdlley 100
Small sums. 4 66

Collector, Miss Roberts.
Small sums .....8$ 2 75

Collector, Mr., Arthur
atie, .

Small sums..... $19

Collector,—A{_isa Hliza
Caverhill.

Rev. J. Joluutons l 00

Small sums.

Qollector, Mr.John Scott.
Rev. W, 8. Ball.§ 2 00
Jno. & Geo. Scott 2 00
Small sums..... 4 37

CQollector, Miss Mary
Henderson.

John Campbell ..§ 1 00

James Hedley.. 1 00

Small sums ..... 3 50

Collector, Mr. Geo.
Charlton.

Mrs.E. R. Charl-
ton covee

LUCAN,

Oollecwra,Tias Stahm
and Miss Murdock.

Collectors, Mrs. McLean
and Miss Mullen

3 . !
Small sums ...., 615
Collectors, Miss Diamond

and Miss Chisholm,

MIDDLEMISS,
1885.
Collectionat Pub-
o Meeting...$ 2 79

Collectors, Misses Flet-
cher and Qentleman,
Mrs. A. Fletcher$ 1 00
John Graham.... 1
1

88 88

4

6

Collectors, Misses Scott
and Campbell

100
Small sums ..... 4 06

OOIlectora,_‘;‘mea Me-
Nab and Qampbell,
Small sums......$ 5 75

Collectors, Mrs. Bed-
Sord & Miss McLachlin,
Jas, Bedford. . 3 100
John Dodds. . 1 00
R. B. Ounpbell 2 00
Small sums...... 4 00

Collectora, Miss Me-
Arthur & Mrs. Beach,

Small sums ..... $110
Total.......$86 00




[ 3

MIDDLEMISS,

1886.
Collectors, Misses Gentle-
man and Fletcher.
Donald Fletcher.$ 1 00
John Graham ... 1 00
Mrs. A. Fletcher 1 00
Malcolm Camp-

| —

Small sums..... 675

Collectors, Misses Scott
and Campbell.

JohnD. Gampbell 1 00
Small sums. . .... 4 00

Collector, 1}1111 Bedford.
R. B. Cam; dpbell $200

Joha Dod 100
James Bedford.. 1 00
R. H. Raynoldl. 100
Small sumes...... 3 50
Total ...... $27
MORPETH,
Collector, Miss Maggie
MeLarin.

James McKinley$ 1 00
Peter McKinley. 1 00

Mr. & Mrs. D.
McLarin.. .... 100
Small sums. .... 10 70

Collectors, Misses KEd-
monds and Josie I.
Downie.

Rev. J. Downie..§ 1 00
James R. Smith. 1 00
Small sume...... 8 85

Collectors, Misses Con-
way and Hall.

Small sums .....$ 3 25

G’ollectoruj[- isses Wal-
ters ‘and Bevan.

Small sums.....$ 7 00

MOSA.

Collector, Miss Betsy
McAlpine.

SUBSCRIPTIONS,

Robert MoAlpine
and family....$ 2 00
Rev N MoKin-
.......... 1 00
Mrl MuKlnnon 100
Colin Munro and
family. 2 50

Donald Chuholm 100 |

Small sums....... 4 75

Collector, Mr. Arch'd
MeIntyre.

Dan. McVicar...$ 1 00

Malcolm Leitch. 1 00

Wm. Quick..... 100
Alex. MocAlpine. 1 00
Jno.A. McTavish 1 00
Small sums. ... .. 7 26
Collector, M_r.I)a.n. Me-
Lachlan,
HughManch]anS 100
D. Campbell. . 100
Small sums...... 325
Qollector, Miss Betsy
McKellar.

Small sums ..... $62
Qollector, Mrs. Sarah
Robertson.

Wm. Robertson

and family....$ 5
Mrs. Munro. . 1
Archd. McVicar. 1
Wm. Munro.. 1
Small sums . 3

88888

Gollz'rtm', Mary A.
Campbell.

Small sums......$ 2 56

Collector, Miss Jane
Ferguson.

Alex. Ferguson..§ 1 00
Jane Ferguson.. 1 00
Margaret Fergu-

OB oo Bien 1 00
Katie Borke.... 1 00
Mrs. Taylor.... 100
Small sums . .... 235

Collector, Miss Mary
Campbell.

Mrs. A. Walker.§ 1 00
Mre. A. McoNeill. 1 00
Mrs. Juo. Walker 1 00
Small suma. ..... 170

Collector, Mr. Hugh
Munre.

Peter Campbell.. 1 00

Sam. McDougall 1 00

Archd. Munro .. 1 00

Small sums..... 3 00

C’ollectar,T/r. D. M,
Lestch.

Dugald McPhail$ 1 00

Small sums...... 385

Collector, Mrs. Gow.
J.E. Hull, ....$1 00
N. MoNeill ..... 100
Wm. Gow......

Mrs. Gow ......
Small sums

PETROLIA.

Collection at Pub-
lic Meeting...$ 3 93
Collectionat Sun-
Service. ..
cQuien . ...

C. Jenkins, ....,
C. H. Armitage.
T. McKittrick. .
J. D. Noble.....
D. Cameron.....
Jno. Mclntosh . .
R. D. Noble....

8

P bt P s ot ot ot o ok

P. Barclay ..
G. Denham. .
Gee. Crawford. .
E. McDermand..

ssss‘ssssssss $88385385

Robt. Stokes. . ..
Dr, J. Dunﬁeld..
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SUBSCRIPTIONS,

61

E. D. Kerby....$ 1 00
Geo. Sanson..... 1 00
Dr. J. Mearne. 1 00
Jmno. McMillan.. 1 00
B. 8. Van Tuyl.. 1 00
J. Rolston...... 1 00
James McMillan 1 00
S. F. Griffith.... 1 00
cis. 100

100

100

2 60

$41 53

Rev. T. W. Free-

PUTNAM.

H. Stevens. ....

STRATHROY.

1885,
Collectionat Pub-
lic Meeting....§ 2 21

Collectors, Misses Rich-
ardson and Sickles.

L. R. Rlohsrdlons l 00
Small sums. 2 35

Colleotora, Mrs, Max-
well and Mrs. Pearce.
A. Thompson,

M.

g
-
B
5
)

Mrs. Kate King,
Ingersoll. .
A gland per Mrs

J. T. Vokes.....

&8 8 888

D. W. Vary....§ 1 00
R. A. Stevenson,
M

Mrs.' R. CS(“

Collectors, Mrs. Urqu-
hart and Miss Goodwin.
Mrs, Pearce.....$ 1 00
Mrs. Geddes. . 1 00
Mrs. Blatchford. 1 00
Mrs. Macadam .. 1 00
Mrs, Annntrong, 100
Small sums . .... 10 45

Collectors, Mrs. Mec-
Candlessd: Miss Bradley.
J. 8. Small. .... .$25 00
Smallsums ... . 5 80

C’ouccloru,ATeaen Hoare
and Woodbury.

H. McColl ...... 8 5 00

J. H. English... 1 00

Smallsums ..... 7 99

Collectors, Misses Me-
Hwen and Campbell.

G. W. Ross.....$ 1 00
Small sums ..... 5 40

Collectors, Misses Ger-
man and Murray.

Small sums......$§ 1 45

Collector, E Barron.,
Small sums......§ 2 45

Collectors, Miss Eng-
lish and Mrs. Vail.
Small sums .....$ 3 256

Total......$108 90

STRATHROY,
1886.
Collectionat Pub-
lic Meeting...$ 6 50

Collectors ,.Eaaen Man-
son and Hoskin,

Collectors, Misses Rich-
ardson and Pincombe.

Small sums .....$ 2 85

Qollector, Mrs. Maxwell.
Mrs, C. Scatcherd$ 1 00

Smith... ..... 100

na

Mrs. D. W, Vnry 1
J. T. Vokes. . 1
Wm, Geddes:... 1
Dr. A. Tbomplon 1
Small sums. . 12

Collectora, Miss Good-
win and Mrs. H.

Urquhart,
Mrs, Pearce .. ..
J. Ross Geddes..
Mrs. Folinsbee. .
Thos. Macadam.
Mrs. Geddes.. ..
W. T. Crispin. ..
Mrs. Armstrong.
Small sums .. ...

©®
S 1t ot o ot D bt
£8888888

Yt

Collectors, Mrs. J.
Small & Mrs. W. P.
Laird.

]

P
Small sums... .. 1

Collectors, Misses Brad.-

ley and Richardson.
L. De-Brln{....S 1 00
1. U lish.... 1 00
H. MoColl... .. 500
Small sums ..... 7 06

Collectors, Mrs. 8. Bol-
tonand Mrs. W. Barclay.
Mrs. G. W. Ross$ 1 00
Thos, Gordon.... 4 00
Wm. Large..... 1 00
Small sume. ... . 8 45

Collectors, Misses Gor-
don and Murray.




SUBSCRIPTIONS,

Mrs.W. H. Mur.
PAY o omassi i 100
Small sums..... 2 50

Colteclora,;u English
and Mrs. J, B.Vail,

Mrs. English....$ 1 00
Small sums..... 100

Collectors, Misses Scovil
and Barnes.

Mrs. Kinder. ..$ 1 00
Small sums...... 2 60

Total... ..$140 10

SUTHERLAND'S CORNERS,

Collectionat Pub-
lic Meeting ... 1 50
Collectors, j{:’anca Per-
kins and McKeown.
J.W.McKeown &
amlly.oioiee 100
Small sums ..... 475

Oollectors, Misses Me-
Gregor and Gordon.

Small sums ..... $615

THAMESFORD.

Collectionat Pab-
lic Meeting ...$ 3 056

Collector, Miss Grace
Cowan.

James Cowan...$ 1 00
Smallsums ..... 2 85

COollectors, Misses Eliza
Tumlinson & Alice

Small sums .....$ 6 60

Collector, Miss Grace McNee.
Swall sums. ..,..$ 5 15

Collectors, Misses Maggie
Morrison and Jean Gordon.
Rev. L. Cameron$ 2 00
Mr, Robt. Kerr., 2 00
Small sums ..... 6 20

Collectors, Misses Christena
McKay and Lexie McKay.
Lauchlen Suth-

erland ........§
Small sums. .....

100
9 35

Collector, Mr William Hogg.
Small sums......$ 5 50

Collacma,Tml. John
Ruthford and Joseph
Henderson.

Mr. A, McMillen.$ 2 00
Mrs. A.McMillen 1 00
Small sums ..,.. 310

Collector, Miss Jean
avidson.

Small sums ... .. $22

Colleotors, Misses Nettie
Hogg & Amelia Shewamn, |
Mrs.Jno. McKay$§ 2
Mr. C. Brock.....
A. H. Cogswell..
Small sums. .. ... 1

S

TILBURY EAST.
Collector, Miss Logie.
Rev. John Logie$ 2 00
Mrs. Wm. ie.
John Richardson 1 00

Graham & Rob-

8

ertson.... ... 100
Alex. Gracey.... 1 00
Finlay Oswald.. 1 00
John Laing..... 100
John Fletcher... 1 00
Small sums ..... 320

Collectors, Misses White and
Turner,

Henry Burgess..§ 1 00
Joseph Beno.... 1 00
8 sums ..... 7 08

Collectors, Misses Campbell
and Grimes,

Small sums .....§ 8 71
Collectors, Misses Sloan and
Robertson.

Joseph Sloan.. .$ 1 00
Andw. Robertson 1 00
David Ferguson. 3 00
Small sums..... 275

Collectors, Misses Kerr and
obertson.

&
Small sums .....$ 7 25

Collectors, Misses Nicol and
Stewart.

Mrs. Forrest....$ 1 00
Small sums . 615

Couector',;;a MecLeod
and Coutts.

J. 8. Pringle....$ 1 00

Small sums...... 5 10

WARWICK,

1886.
Collectionat Pub-
lic meeting...$ 2 73
Collector, Miss Bertha
Whitely.

Capt. C.J. King-
-Pwne ......... $ 5600
100

Small sums 4 00

Collectors, Misses Mackenzie
and Moore,

Small sums .....$ 2 05

Collector, Mrs. Mill.
Duncan Brodie..$ 1 00
George Mill.. .., 100
Small sums...... 11 00

Collector, HTry Waugh.
Small sums .....$ 7 70

Total ...... $36 48

WARWICK,
1886.
Collector, Migs Bertha

itely.

Wi

Small sums . ... 2 45

Collector, Miss Mackenzie,
Small sums ...... $245

Collector, Henry Waugh. .
Small sums .....$ 5 90




SUBSCRIPTIONS,

Collector, Mrs. Mill.

George Mill.....§ 1 00
Duncan Brodie.. 1 00
M. Campbell.... 1 00
Small sums..... 12 60

Al N

Collector, John Ross.
Small sums ...,.§ 3 50

Collector, Miss Ross,

Small sums

Total
WENDIGO.
1885

Collectionat Pub-
lic Meeting ...§ 2 32
100
556

Jas, Cooper. ....
Smlllufnz

Collector, F. Atkinson.
1886

Jas. G. Begg....$

Jas. Cooper. ...

Alex. Douglas. ..
G. Hyndman. ...
Small sums. . . ...
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WESTERN ONTARIO BIBLE SOCIETY.

P " S RE—
DEPOSITORY, 398 CLARENCE STREET,
LONDON, ONTARIO.

ITOTTORS.
Bibles and Teatamonts in the English, French, German, Itallad
Welah Es.:&gxtages also Greck Tes 43, Lain T and
‘ew Bibles and Chinege Teltam&nﬁ; can be had ab very low pric

iety’s Depository, London, Ont.

( )m@*& for Books, and remittances, to be sent (the latbe
P. O. orders, or cther safe convevance], to Hev. &
ociety Depofitory, London, Ont.

ports, Lebtere, and other eommunications on Bibl
casn& to. * The Sacretary of theyV‘eatem Ontario Bible 8

rio."

eagurerd and Secrelaries of Brenches, and Colp
feular in filling up and duly fdrwarding fhe ;ﬂgﬁ
soiety s office, especially the Sallcription Lidls sad N

anch Socleties should effect Ingf
of valte $o warrans it. i

s i s e

Trs Loxvos Boox ann Traor Soaigny's & in the sam

Room. The publications of the Scattteh National Eih«{e Moclsty, with Pealog,
and Paraphrases, are sold at yery cheap yates,  The Teeohers’ and Students’
Bible, with wal pus siees and syles. Revised New
Tmtameut Hymn ‘Books of the diffarent churehes, Catechisms, Books of
Common Prayer, Sabbath School Libraries, ’Sicﬂwﬁ» and - Jeward Cards,
Christmas, New ' Year and Birthday Cards, Soriptuve.and other Walk
Mottose, for Sehool or Hmma, md Gremeral Kehgmm Tdterature, at Jowest
prices,

Piotorial Family Bdﬂe, highly iﬂnsﬁra&sd in various bindings, plain ot
gilt, with or withous revised venion in pﬁr&llel eolumna, & specinlty, astonish-
ingly oheap.




WESTERN ONTARIO

BIBLE SOCIETY DEPOS]TOR

VICTORIA HALL BUILDINGS,

396 Clarenee St., South from Dundas § -

LONDON, ONTARIO.

Famiy, Ghurh, School & Pocket Bies & Iﬂslammi i

In Great Var’ie&y of Type and Binding,

ARE SoLD AT Low PRICES.

BY LETTER APPLY TO

REV, E. BYANS, I, .,

Depositary, W, O. Bible Society,

LONDON, ONTARK :




