
IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-3)

//

//
.V ,^ %*
^ % ^,

:a fA

f/^

1.0

I.I

1.25

lii||28
IIIM

III

^'^

;: 1^
.': lis
1-

2.0

l'-8

1.4 1.6

Photographic

Sciences
Corporation

m
;vv

;\\

^9)̂
^ 4-:

t%«» *i^ >

w ^ w
V -^O

\

23 WEST MAIN STREET

WEBSTER, NY 14580

(716) 872-4503



CIHM/ICMH
Microfiche
Series.

CIHM/ICMH
Collection de
microfiches.

Canadian Institute for Historical IVIicroreproductions / Institut canadien de microreproductions historiques



Technical and Bibliographic Notas/Notas tachniquas at bibliographiquaa

The Institute has attempted to obtait the best

original copy available for filming. Features of this

copy which may be bibliographically unique,

which may alter any of the images in the

reproduction, or which may significantly change
the usual method of filming, are checked below.

[~~j Coloured covers/

I I Couvarture de coulaur

i

I

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagee

j i

Covers restored and/or laminated/
I I Cojverture restaur^e et/ou pellicul^a

Cov»>r title missing/

Le re de couvertu

I

I Coloured maps/

a

n

n

D

re manque

Cartes gAographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black!/

Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleua ou nciral

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/

Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Boun
Reli*

Bound with other material/

avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion

along interior margin/
Lareliura serree peut causer de I'ombre ou de la

distorsion le long de la marge intirieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from filming/
II se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutAes
lors dune restauration apparaissent dans la taxta,

mais. lorsque cela itait possible, ces pages n'ont

pas iti film^es.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplementaires-

L'Institut a microfilm^ le meilteur exemplaire
qu'il lui a ete possible de se procurer. Les details

de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-^tre uniques du
point de vue bibliographique. qui peuvent modifier
une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger una
modifica lo > dans la mAthode normaie df> filmaqe
sont indiqb .- ci-dessous.

I I

Coloured pages/

n

Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommag^es

Pages restored and/oi
Pages restaurees et/ou pellicul^es

Pagn discoloured, stained or foxe<

Pages d^colorees, tachet^es ou piquees

Pages damaged/
Pages

I

I
Pages restored and/or laminated/

EPagn discoloured, stained or foxed/

Pages detached/
Pages detachees

HShowthrough/
Transparence

Quality of print varies/

Quality inAgale de i'lmpression

Includes supplementary material/

Comprend du materiel supplemenvsire

Only edition available/

Seule Edition disponibUisponible

Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata

slips, tissues, etc., have been refilmed to

ensure the best possible image/
Les pages totalement ou partiellement

obscurcies par un feuillet d'errata, une pelure,

etc., cnt it^ fiim^es d nouveau de facon a

obtenir la meilleure image possible

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est film^ au taux de reduction iridiqu^ ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 22X 26X 30X

1

'

—

\

—

'

J_
12X 16X 20X 24X 28X 32X



The copy filmed here has been reproduced thanks
to the generosity o*:

Harold CamplMll Vaughan Memorial Library

Acadia Univartity

L'exemplaire filmA fut reproduit grAce A la

gAnirositA de:

Harold Campball Vaughan Mamorial Library

Acadia Univartity

The images appearing here are the best quality

possible considering the condition and legibility

of the original copy and in keeping with the
filming contract specifications.

Les images suivantes ont 6t^ reproduites avec le

plus grand soin, compte tenu de la condition et
de la netteti de Texemplaire film4, et en
conformity avec les conditions du contrat da
filmage.

Original copies in printed paper covers are filmed

beginning with the front cover and ending on
the last page with a printed or illustrated impres-
sion, or the back cover when appropriate. All

other original copies are filmed beginning on the

first page with a printed or illustrated impres-
sion, and ending on the last page with a printed

or illustrated impression.

The last recorded frame on each microfiche
shall contain the symbol ^^ (meaning "CON-
TINUED"), or the symbol V (meaning "END"),
whichever applies.

Les exemplaires originaux dont la couverture en
papier est imprim^e sont filmAs en commengant
par le premier plat et en terminant soit par la

dernlAre page qui comporte une em^reinte
d'impression ou d'illustration, soit par !e second
plat, salon le cas. Tous les autres exemplaires
originaux sont filmAs en commen^ant par la

premiere page qui comporte une empreinte
d'impression ou d'illustration et an terrtiinant par
la derniire page qui comporte une telle

empreinte.

Un des symboles suivants apparaftra sur la

dernidre image de cheque microfiche, selon le

cas: le symbole ^»> signifie "A SUIVRE", le

symbole V signifie "FIN".

Maps, plates, charts, etc., may be filmed at

different reduction ratios. Those too large to be
entirely included in one exposure are filmed
beginning in the upper left hand corner, left to

right ar.d top to bottom, as many frames as
required. The following diagrams illustrate the
method:

Les cartes, planches, tableaux, etc., peuvent Atre

filmis d des taux de rMuction diffArents.

Lorsque le document est trop grand pour Atre
reproduit en un seul clichA, il est film* i partir

de Tangle supArieur gauche, de gauche A droite,

et de haut en bas, en prenant le nombre
d'images nAcessaire. Les diagrammes suivants
iilustrent la mAthode.

1 2 3

1 2 3

4 5 6





THE //

CONDUCT
O F A

NOBLE COMMANDER
I N

j4 M E R 1 C A,

Impartially reviewed.

WITH

The genuine Caufcs of the Difcontcnts at

NEW-YORK and HALLIFAX.

AND

The true Occcafion of the Delays in that

important Expedition.

INCLUDING

A regular Account of all the Proceedings and

Incidents in the Order of Time wherein they

happened.

The Second EDixioNt

LONDON:
Printed for R. Baldwin, in Pater-nofter-Row.



[2 ]

The nKiiiUicsw'jrc lli!l tlic lame 111d tlie

man the llime who was to con ludt tnem :

and if he Ivad n.»t defer vcd t))c firil extrava-

gant i^pplaulc, i>.i- Ids did he merit the new

obloquy. The dcfign was as Hkely to fuc-

cced under one adniinillratiun as another,

for the force to execute it was unaltereU ;

and neither the old nor new n\iniAry had

anv ihare in its contrivance. The plr^n was

his alone wiio flood entrultcd with the exe-

cution of it ; and there neither was nor is

any caufe to doubt, but he would have pur-

fued the true path to its fuccefs.

He is now returned : and in the place

of that glory which he would probably

have gained; he has the unlair reprefen-

tations of intcrelled men to combat ; and

hears his condud: anaign.ed by thole who

have as little knowledge of the circumftances,

as of the nature of the fervicc.

This his lordihip has palled hitherto, and

I fuppofe will continue to pafs over, unre-

garded. The good and great are above the

notice of popular clamour : but what them-

felves defpife, others oiten feel for them. I

think the earl of Loudon would be as much

above anfwering fuch acculations, as defer-

ving them : but^ they are io eafily refuted,

that it were much to be regretted it none

fliould do it.

The

ji f^f^
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The general opinion of thefe perfons is,

(at lead it is their general exclamation) that

his lordfhip did not fufficiently pufh the fer-

vice ; and that Louilbourg might have been

taken with the force under his command.
They are bold enough alfo to urge the meafures

of government in changing the command,
as a circumftance of proof for their alTertion.

It little becomes fuch perfons to judge of

the refolutions of a miniftry, which it is

impoflible they fhould underftand ; and it

would be as improper for me to queftion

their propriety, who am as far from any

knowledge of their motives : but it will be
eafy to fhew, this nobleman deferved no cen-

fure J and it muft then be indifferent from
whom it comes.

If it fhall appear by the following fair de-

tail of circumllances, that the earl of Lou-
don laid a plan of operations, equally for

the glory and i.itereft of his country ; that

this defign received the fandtion of the go-

vernment ; and himfelf, its author, had the

honour of the command ; that the mea-
fures by which he purfued this purpofc were

conformable to rcaibn, and the nature of the

fervice j and that they were approved by
thofe mod immcdiutely concerned ; that the

expedition was pu(hcd with all pollible vi-

gour by his lordibip ; and was rendered im-

practicable by accidents in which he had no

B 2 concern
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concern j we have reafon to hope the candid

and honeft will continue to pay that regard to

his lordfhip's great qualities, with which they

received the notice of his being appointed to

command in that enterprize.

This we fhall attempt to Hiew, by a plain

recital of fads; which will be related, we

hope with accuracy j at Icaft with impar-

tiality : for we have no view but trutn.

This has been hitherto obfcured by artifices,

or defaced by rancour, but it is not difficult

to clear off thofe ftains, and prefent the fair

relation to the world. It has not yet

been done, and indeed, according to the

circumftances, could not eafily ; for we have

depended in England upon the reprefen-

taticns of things from thofe on the fpot,

who, though they knew the truth, were

partial.

The people of New York hated lord Lou-

don for two things ; his quartering the troops

upon them, and the embargo on their fliips

:

and power changed hands in England. The

enterprize mifcarried, as half the enterprizes

in the world have done, from the cir-

cumdances of things, not from any f^ult m
the commanders : and though we luffer, no

one is to blame. This is the general ftate

of the cafe; and this will appear by the fol-

lowing fa(5ts.

We
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We fliall take in the whole time from the

fii-ft plan of the enterprize,to the return of the

troops ; and we have neither defire nor power

to mifreprefent them. They have been laid

before the publick as they occurred, and oc-

cafionally, in large recitals : and we may ap-

ply to every account that has been puWiihed

from the articles of news-papers, to the lyf-

tcms of the temporary politicians, that they

are as here reprefented, and that they never

have been reprefented otherwife. Thefe be-

ing allowed, the reafonings cannot be con-

trad idied, for they flow from no other fource;

and we flatter ourfelves the impartial publick

(to whofe judgment kings appeal) will en-

tertain no doubt in any circumflance. What

is here oflfcred is the plain and uninfluenced

voic^ of reafon : if his lordfliip had been

confultcd, doubtlefs it would have been bet-

ter ; but k is thus difmtcrefted ; and I believe

no one will have fo much caufe as himfelf

to be illfratisfled.

The ftory will ftand as an example of the

vani'y of the

Arbitrium popularis aurce.

And if the reader wiilies to fee another, let

hnn rtmembsr the poor good old lord

BUkency. The vehemence of applaufe, and

tlie fudden and unmerited turn from it to

ceufure or neglea, are miferable inllanccs ot

B 3
the
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the unfteadinefs of the human mind; and

while they teach us caution, they iliuuld be

alfo leflbns of humiHty.

Toward the latter end of the year before

laft, the earl of Loudon laid before the mi-

niflry his fenfe of the ftate of the war. The

importance of North America needed not to

be infilled on ; it was too obvious for argu-

ment : the little fucctfs of our forces there,

he (hewed, was owing to their having un-

dertaken little ; and it was propofed to at-

tempt Cape Breton, and thence all Canada.

The entei prize was great, and it was there-

fore fit for B itons. The thought was wor-

thy of aheroe; and with the proportion,

this nobleman laid down the means and

meaiures for its execution : vaft as it appear-

ed, he lliewcd it was pradicable ; and we
have no reafon to doubt but that he would

have proved it io m the execution. Perhaps

we fliall ftill fee it done with the fame forces,

and upon the fame plan : and 1 think I may

venture to fay, that in this cafe no man will

be more rejoiced at his country's fucccfs

than lord Loudon, or more indifferent whe-

ther it were brought about by himfelf or by

another.

When tliis nobleman propofed to the go-

vernment an enterprize againft thefe places,

he delivered in an account of the force

which might be required for its execution j

and
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and the qrieatcft peribns in the kingdom, after

n mature conluljiation, did equal honour to

liis lordlhip's head and heart, by approving

not tiic purpoCc only, hut the plan of ope-

rations ; and by committing to his care the

conduct of the expedition. Lord Loudon

received the approbation of his fcheme with

the fame coolnefs wherewith he had laid it j

and, with an undillurbcd mind, planned the

neccfTary meafures, not of fucccfs alone in

the enterprise, but of fafcty in the colonies

which might be e.vpofcd by it.

Three points demanded great confidera-

tion. The preventing the enemy from re-

ceiving intelligence of his defigns ; the pro-

viding an uninterrupted tranlportation for

the troops ; and the fecuring the frontiers

of the i'everal colonies, moft cxpofed to be

attacked by the enemy, while the main

force was ading effectually on the great

fchemc.

Thcfe are the requifites to a rational

undertaking of fuch importance, and with-

out thefe fuccefs would either be impof-

fible ; or the confequences wcrlc than it3

failure.

For thefe lord London provided by a

timely care, and by fuch mcaiures as ap-

peared to liiiii the mod: caly and cf-

fcaual.

B 4
'
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Had things at home continued i.i the

Hate uhercwi he ktt tliem, thcle meafurcs

would have been applauded, as they cer-

tainly appear to have dclcrved j and every

one of them would have been a new ar-

ticle in his praile : but men iudped diffe-

rently by the time the accounts arrived: and

the mob wlio had before applauded not with-

out reafon, though without knowledge, were

now taught to cenfurc and condemn equally

without either j and they who knew a little

againfl both.

Men who were at this vafl diflance were

to judge of operations, without knowing

upon what circumf.ances he who was on

the fpot found them necelTary ; and they

who were ignorant of the nature of com-

mand, were to determine concerning the

mealures of the war. 1 he politician of a

cofFee-houfe was to fit in judgement upon his

defigns, whom the government had under-

i\ood to be perfeftly capable of the ftr-

vice ; and it may be faid with that freedom

which becomes the truth, ignorance was not

his mod dangerous enemy. Men were

taught to fay what thofe who inriuenced

them knew to be falfe ; and the reputation

of the commander was to be facrificed, while

he was purfuing a defign approved by his

country, by thofe very meafurcs which he

had laid down for its ejiccution.

I fhall



[9]
I (hall not anticipate by entering into par-

ticulars what nnay be nctcflary on a nriorc

important occalion ; but I Hiall add, there

arelomcwho will blpHi to read this
;
and

perhaps fear what may follow.

As to the popular opinion, no man de-

fpifes that, except he who knows he does not

delerve it ; but I may add, I think with

truth, that this commander, though per-

haps he has felt with as much w'armth ot

gratitude as any man the applaufes ot his

country yet would difclaim them upori

the conditions on which fome have tried

to gain them.

The meafures by which this general pro-

vided for the execution of his enterprize,

and the defence of the .olonies, though

they be now controverted, were once ap-

proved : they ftill are what they were, and

it feems plain to reafon they would have been

approved ftill, if any other man had follov^-

ed them. He was in a command that au-

thorized his taking thefe fleps ;
and he was

upon the fpot to know, though we arc

r^ot, that they were neceffary. This will

appear hereafter j and it is juft it fhould

be believed now, unlefs fome realonablc

caufe be fljewn to doubt it.

In the colonies, the governors whom his

lordihip aflcmbled on that occafion, entered

into all his reafons, approved all his propo-

inions.
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fitions, and, like the government at home,

adopted all his measures ; and by their ready

concurrence did him peculiar honour.

They were plealed to think he under-

floud the ftate of their refpedive govern-

nienls {setter than they did thcmlclves j and

while t!..y acknowledged the wifdom of

placing thcni tnily on the defenfive, they

were at once lui prized at the eafy means

b\ a^.il:. ne piopofeJ to efFecl it j and per-

fjdiiv con. inccJ that thofc means were I'uffi-

cic'.t.

When in piufuance of his lord (hip's plan,

the nuiibcr of ti oops to 'vj fupplicd by each

colony was fetdcd, and the places of their

deftination were appointed, according to the

well laid and well underllood plan of ge-

neral defence ; this part of the preparation

was accomplilLed : and the refpcdt the feve-

ral governors paid to the comhiander, and the

unanimity they fjicwed amon^i^ one another,

gave every poifible p.jipe(^t ot tranquillity.

Thus far the enemies of lord J^oudon

(but I recall the term, he can have none)

let me be permitted to call them the blind

and mifguided creatures uf thofe who whh
him ill, mulf acknov/ledge every thing was

conduded well.

The two remaining'; articles, the effedual

conveyance of the forces, and the prefeiving

fecrecy in regard to the enemy, were to be

2 provided
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proviaed for, one way and only one : this

was by laying an embargo on the outward-

bound veffcls. E'lther of thefc occafions

would have juftificd that meafure in the eye

of rcafon, but both concurred to demand

it. This expedient anfwered both purpoles,

and no other meafure could have anfwered

either.

I know this embargo has been an occalion

of much complaint at home, for lome caufe of

diflatisfaaion muft be afligned ; and this was

beft, for it was popular. Far be it from thofc

who intereft themfelves in lord Loudon's caufe

to endeovour to deny, to extenuate, or even to

excufe this proceeding. If there be blame

laid on it, what is the caufe ? vas it not necef-

fary to the fervice ? none would difpute it,

that would be too hardy : it would betray aa

jcrnorance no man would charge upon hitn-

felf. Plad he not a right and juft authority

to do it ? there is no queftion but he had.

His orders v.ere abfolute : he was fuppofed

to underrtand the fervice; he was confidered

as a brave and an honeft man ; and he will

be confidered as fuch a one when even the de-

tcftation fliall ceaie, which will long purfue

their memories who now* zffcO. to think

him otherwife.

It muft be owned that the laying an embargo

on the outward bound veffels was a neceflaiy

meafure, and that lord Loudon had juft au-

thority
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thority to do it. Of what then is it that

men would complain ! Is there any one will

fay a commander is to blame, who does a

neceffary adion by his proper power ? there

IF none'fo ablurd! Let thenr- on tl.e other

band fay, whether they would nor have

biuincJ him if he had omitted it ? They

would have had juft reafon.

This embargo was attended with many

inconvenier.cics to private perfons : it is al-

lowed ; bur it could not be avoided. Pub-

lick medruie'« of the mori ufeful kind often

are fo, and when the people's voice is left to

its free ma •?, the neccfiity is feen, and there

is no complaint.

None will ciif ute the nccefiity of it in this

inftancc. It is impolTible. At the fame time

it muft be c vvned, it was attended with parti-

cular inconvenicncies. England was in want

of corn ; at lead the publick by bad men

were made to thiiik lb ; and to fufFer as

much as if the fcarcity was real : there was

corn in the colonies tljat could be fpared ;

and the embarp^o prevented for the time its

exportation. The circumftances are certain.

But did lord Loudon create thefe circum-

ftances ? was he the author of our imaginary

famine, or in the plan of his enterprize could

he fore fee it ?

It is allowed thofc perfons in the co-

bnics who had ihippcd corn fur England loft

an
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an advantage : but it was a loft that could

not be avoUied : and if thofc who have tern

Weft in complaints would make out a fa.r

hft of the fuffcrers, the quantity (lapped, and

the t me delay'd, it woula be found that very

•ttle occafions, when it is tl-gh' --ent-

ent can raife ?reat clamours. This is the

to way of ftating the account :
.t is very

plain why tliey will not be brought to do
. ;

?ut if we hear more of it, 'tis not impoffible

that we may do it for them.

In plain truth the inconvenience was much

lefs than has been pretended ; and the impor-

tance of the meafure greater than can be well

magined. The candid reader fees the fair

fta^of the cafe; and he will perhaps fay for

himfelf, what, after the meafures that have

been taken, it would be indecent for me to

'^''•The Government has, in confequence ofthe

clamour°s on this fubjeft, taken from com-

manders, for the fulure, the power of extend-

Tg an embargo to Ihips deftined hither from

the colonies. I aiall not take upon mc to

judge whether this flcp be wife, or what were

its immediate motives , for 1 think greatly ot

their inte'iritv and wifdom who now have

power: but if it be thouglu by any that this

new regulaticn rcileds .i.l'grace upon lord

Loudo,
°

they may be toW ihat on the con-

trary, the taking away this power for^*c
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future, acknowledge!^ he h:xd it juftlv when
he exerted it ; and the ncceiniy of the fer-

vice was really enough to have anfwered

much greater private difadvantages.

Mer^, whofe own hearts had taught them

ta feek bad motives for the condud: of

others, laboured to attribute this embargo to

a different caufe : and there were not wanting

fome weak enough to imagine, or wicked

enough to pretend they imagined there, that

this llep was taken to j'avour the bargains of

diofe who were to provicie for the Forces

:

nor did we want here men who were impo-

litick enough, I had like to liave faid ablurd

enough, to adopt the opinion.

I Ihall not enlarge here upcn the private

charader of lord Loudon •, but they m.uft

have known very little of it, wlio could fup-

pofe him capable of being ijidacncedby fuch

motives ; and they mull: have furely ifrange

heads as well as moll abandoned hearts, who
when the nature of the publick fervice fo

plainly and fo needfully required this mea-

sure, could attribute :t to private views and

perfonal interefh

Thofe who were upon the fpot can ac-

quaint the incredulous, that it was not till

late in the clamour, that this accufation was

ftarted. The firft complaints were of the

hardfliips of the meafure j the unhappy ftatc

©f private men who muft be opprtlfed to
if^fXTtm
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ferve tf c publick j and the neccffities of Eng-

Und. Thefc were the firft cxpollulations

;

but when lord Loudon fteadily oppofed the

publick cauf. to thefe private harda.ips ,
and

Though he was concerned to fee them, would

not endanger the general fervice to remove

themj then it was that private purpoles

were pretended , then ir.alice taught the fuf-

ferers to invent caufes, which themfelves did

not believe j and thefe were added to the

former clamours.

Lord Loudon, in the confcioufnefs ot his

own innocence, ftemmed this torrent of ca-

lumnv there , hut probably he did not una-

eine it ever could be received in England.

If it be a crime to prefer the publick fer-

vice to the conveniencies of a few private per-

fons, it cannot be denied that lord Loudon

has been guilty. If the care of thofe forces

which are expedcd to perform the greateft

^xploits, be criminal in their commander, this

Nobleman is without excufe. He had before

this great affair ot the embargo, incurred the

ill will of lome indivie^.uais on this account:

and it mull be owned, tl^r he fccms on tl.at

firfl occafion to have cGv.ddcvcd tlie^ lolciery

not onlv as valuable meml>crs of a itate, bu:

as human creatures. Thdc are his crimes :.

for he is not accufed of othei-s except oy per-,

fons who are too low for anlwermg j
and ta,

all thclc 1 believe he will plead <^uilty. Lng-
larid

If
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land had refufcd to give quarters to the Hef-

fians, whom fhe had called over for her im-

mediate defence, at a feafon when the field

prefenicd only death to them : and New-

York, faithful to the difgraceful example of

the mother country, would have expofed to

death with as little remorfe the troops this

government fent thither for htr protedion ;

and for the entcrprile dtfigiied by this com-

mander.

On this occafion, if reafon be allowed to

judge, lord Loudon's condud may be fet as

a model for all future officers in the like cir-

cumftancc.

The troops the government had fent in

purfuance of the plan, arriv'd after the worfl:

hardfhips of a winter's voyage : and after all

their fufferings, they had the fpiiit to lay, that

they complained of nothing, fince they knew

the fervice required it.

The people, though they had been fenfible

enough of thele dangers, and though they

looked upon their troops as deftined for their

lafting fecurity, yet would have treated them

with a rigour dilgraceful, even if fliewn toward

the priloners of an enemy :
_

the publick

houfcs were by no means lufficient for their

reception ; and to the mod mild remonftran-

ce5. he magitiracy anfwered, with as little

dfcency as feeling, that they fhould not be

admitted into private ones. The commander
knew



t '7 ] .
.

Jfcnew edually bis power, and the heceffity

.'the flvii : he ^dered them ma ft. and

equal diftribation to the private f weU as

publick houfes. The mag.ftracy mfifted on

Aei rights and privileges ; to which lord

Loudon oppofed his authority, and the ne-

ceffity of the fervice. They were outrageous

and he was refolute. He always fpok^ with

great refpea of their natural and polmcal

I ?kh s but he would not facrifice to them

» &so?thefoldiers. His lordlhip carried

his point ; and he then
^fl°''^"'f°''^^

Eood behaviour of the fold.ers. In this

he was as indefatigable, as he had been

refolute in giving them quarters ;
and it will

•

be owned at Nlw-York for ever in fpUc

even of prejudice itfelf, that the foldiers be-

haved Xhfo perfea regularity and decency,

"hat thofe who had been loudeft " ^e op-

pofition, owned afterwards they fuffered no

''te",'^ now fairly review thde two capital

incidents. It was on thefe the commander

firft loft the good will of foroe people in the

colonies ; and thefc as 'oon 'i.s 'hey found en-

couragement from England, fpread the molt

uniuft afperfions.
^ u. .„

i Lord Loudon had the honour to be en-

trufted with the conduft of a very important

enterprize ; and he manifefted a due care and

i a becoming foirit in providing in thole two

I -.A t.,\u„ .^rfrervjtion of the troops,

c and
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and for preventing that co-imon fourcc

of difappointment in Englilh fntcrprizes, the

inteUigence of the enemy. In each of thefe

cafes fome private perfons fuffered incon-

veniencies : and there are mouths in which
a little hardship will make a loud complaint.

It is enough to fay, that the difadvantages in

each cafe were the lea ft that could be

cxpedled j and that, with a determined care

for the fuccefs of the enterprife, all poflible

attention was fhewn to the interefl of the

people. The embargo was continued no
longer than the necclfity of the fervice

required: and the people fuffered nothing

from receiving their deliverers into their

houfes. Perhaps they faved all by it. The
fchemes and purpofes of the enemy for that

year's campaign are now known ; and their

difappointment was owing folely to thcfe fuc-

cours : fo that it is not too much to fav,

that the numbers of thefe forces, and the

determined fpirit of the commander in chief,

which the French alfo knew, faved thefe co-

lonies without flriking a blow. If they

knew what it is for a country to be the feat

of war, they will at length undcrftand what
arc thofe fervices of a force which deters the

enemy from attacking them : and they will

know, what thofe who are fit to command
armies always know, that much more fer-

vice may in fuch cafes be done by keeping

f

f
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the forces together, than even by the gaming

"
Whrther or not this has been the cafe in

.J?a!;:;oftheWa.etth^pea.^^^^

""T 'TalkT th y arfInfluenced, often

will be aiiow<-u,
j^ foun-

p.eceeding carnp^n hav la^d
^^ ^^ _

hat equal advantages
;°f̂ J^^^a in tie

,o..ed if the con.^and
had contm

^^ ^_^^

'^<= ':'"1"
efh"

• unacquainted with the

"^
"°nnces I ^ink certair.'.y they would:

circumltances, » -""
,

'f appUafe and
andwh^nlrecoUea hef«yo

^^ ^^.^ _^^.

good op.n.on. ^'h.ch acco^ P
.^^ ,„i

bleman on h.s ""derta^m
.^.^^^

fee no ftep by ^y'"*
'f ^^^^.^ even the

.hat good 0P'»'-"> ^^^^''g^ the multitude
lighted ceniure, I/;""°' ; °,„j3 , but rather

in dilclaimmg my hrft '^""'i^';™
^„i

pity the vvcalcnefs of ^.m^nJ «re.
^ .^^

ilufli to fee men
fJ^'";, "pi„i,„s which

with the torrent, and adoptin^ opu""

they could not
'if"'f ,^ct in the

It was an article of high impor

regulation of this enterpnze, that a fleet^_^_

!f



sonfiderable force fhould fail from England
at fuch a feafon as to join its influence in

the a(5tion. The commander in chief of the

forces knew very well at what time this fleet

ought to fail from England ; and when it

might rcafonably be expedfd in America.
His lordfhip computed the voyage, as ac-

curately as fuch circumftances will admit of
computations 3 for a voyage to America is

always longer than one from thence to Eng-
land : and allowing for this and for the chance
of winds, he computed that they might be
expeded the firft week in June.

Let me demand, with that fair freedom
which becomes the truth, can any man fay

lord Loudon judged amifs in this refpedt?

was it not reafonable that he fhould expedl
the fleet at that time j or was it reafonable

he fliould undertake without them an enter-

prize of fo great moment, and in which they
were defined to have fo large a fliare.

Plain as the anfwers to thefe queftions are,

the demand is not the lefs neceflary. What
I have heard objedted to the conduct of this

nobleman, has arifen either from want of
knowledge of the mofl plain fads ; or from
a refolution to conceal that knowledge.
The anfwer to all the cavils is fo plain, a man
of reafon is almoft afliamed to make it : but
they ihonld bluih who have rendered it ne-
ceflary.

Much
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Much more might be ^'^
> /"<j."7,.^

if farther occafion calls ; but, for the fatis-

faa^n of the difinterefteU publick. th.s w.ll

be fufficient. „».r.^r;'7P

We have feen the ftate of the entcrpnzc,

its dependance upon a fleet from EngUnd

and th^e regular expedation of that remfo
^^^

ment. Let us review the condud of lor4

Loudon, even to the minuteft ^^^^^^^^
what is honourable will bear it, and be more

Ufelf, the ftriaer is the trial It ^vlU nfe

as eold from the furnace, the more pure

and perfea for thefe ftria enquiries

The troops who had arrived ^ the dep K

of winter, had been recruited and refreftied

by three months reft and food m their quar-

ters i
when the preparation was to be bc^m

for the fervice. The(e quarters and \his
Re-

freshment we have (hewn they owed o brd

Loudon: the people would have left them

in the ftreets to perifh. The fpirit and de-

termined refolution with which, though un-

der the fofteft language, his lordftiip had in-

fifted on this point againft the magiftracy ana

people, doubtiefs have made him many ene-

mies there j but they ought to have pro-

cured him more friends here ;
and to have

endeared him for ever to the army.

It was plain thoie people would endeavour

to mifreprefent his aaions ; but their fource

of enmity, which continued not the lefs

C 3
violent

5f
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violent though concealed, flAould have hcen

always confidercd here ; and then accounts

judged accordingly. The tranlpoits became

the next confidcration j and it was computed,

that about ninety would be fulFicicnt tor the

embarkation. Timely care was taken of

this : the government was not put to a nee J-

lefs expencc, by keeping them in pay a long

vhilc before they were wanted ; nur was tlie

preparation left to the laft moment. As

it was pofTible the fleet from England niight

arrive fooner than the computation, ninety

vcffels for this fervice were ready by the

firft week in May, and were got together at

New-York, with orders to be in readinefs to

receive the forces This was the condud of

the general j and let me afk thofe who

would find fault throughout his proceed-

ings, what in this was wrong, what wa*

ill-judged, or what they would wifli other-

wife ? 'tis thus we have dcfired them to

examine the whole condudt of the enterprize,

and thus we fhall defirc they will continue

the examination. That thefc things arc true

as they are here reprefented, is notorious

:

and hew could they have been directed

better ?

Lord Loudon held all things thus in rea-

dinefs a fortnight, waiting -vith that im-

patience which could not but arife in the

breaft of a commander who loved his coun-

2 try.
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1 X. A ^,>«rprted mcafurcs for render-
,

not artivcdi
^^^'^2,tJon neaTer and nearer,

limits of the """P"""°
i^ft week of that

the forces were in the lalt weeK o

.„<,nth ordered to embark
^^^ ^^^

Thl' «»'
^Zr^n^cl at Sandyhook on

expedition. 1 "cy *"
, rr^ ^f that

in It ? lb It ']°\ ,
t adt on the ar-

Xtrfeteff/ndtuld they have had

h'lm fail without them ?

.«, tad Sto "»* I'"'"' "" ",;„
C 4

"ii!
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tcerfi of New-York ; their teftlmony relating
to the number and force of the fhips con-
curring with the account from our own
people.

The fleet from England eagerly expeded
was not yet arrived. What was the com-
mander of the land-forces to do ? could he
with his tranfports and the fmall fuppoit of
fliips of war that attended them, proceed
aguind fucli a force? there is none fo rafh or
Jgnorant as lo fay it.

Aii that could be done was done : two
fhips of w:ir were fcnt out to view the coaft;
the t.anfports remaining at anchor.

The year was now advanced toward the
latter end of June : and the feafcn of the
campaign, in which lo much was to be
done, became contracted into very narrow
hmits. Lord Loudon, who had formed the
plan i and from his knowledge of all circum-
ftances, had fo great expectations from it
pailcd the hours employed in this neceffaiy
Itep m great impatience: at length thefe
iliips returned

i and had fecn nothing of the
cncmv.

The operations of the campaign, the hope
of advantage to Engiand from all this prepa-
ration, hung now almoit upon a point of
time: a moment.
To fail was not without hazard; but tp

flclay longer was to give up all. If fuch a

forced



force of the enemy, as had been reprefented,

jhould have fallen in with the tranfports, the
event muft have been dreadful j but there

was hope they might not, fince thefe fhips

fent out on purpofe had not feen them.
Lord Loudon, urged by this profpedt of

fucceis, and by the certain mifchief of a
longer delay, failed on/ the twentieth of

June; and he arrived in ten days at Hallifax.

Perfed: in the expedlation of the Englifli

fleet's coming, lord Loudon, who had waited
hour by hour while he lay at Sandyhook for

its appearance, never doubted, but in the
time of his failing from thence to Hallifax they
would arrive : but even this thought was
vain. He made the dangerous voyage fuc-

cefsfully
J but he found no fleet, nor had

the Icafl: notice of any.

Delays in England, and contrary winds in

the paflage, kept admiral Holbourn from
North-America till the fecond week in July.
I do not know that there is any accufation

fairly to be laid againfl: thofe who were ex-
peded to prevent the delay at homcj and cer-

tainly the winds are uncontroulable : but
whatfoever prevented this fleet from arriving

at the exped:ed time in America, prevented
alfo the fuccefsful execution of the projedt.

The prefent fleet has failed under more happy
aufpices : it has reached the deftination more
than two months earlier than that did which

fliould

fll

I
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{houid have fupported the operations of lord

Loudon ; and as wc judge with rcafon that

the dday of that fleet prevented our lucceis

vre may with equal juftice prom.fe ouridvcs

that elory from the prefent expedition, which

it was ^oipotuble to reap in^he other

Lord Loudon found at Halhtax the de-

flined reinforcement of ihips and men
;
and

he landed his foldiers, and encamped them

on an advantageous ground

All this time the eagerly expeded H.et

v.as abfent. His lordthip kept the men

employed in clearing ground tor a parade,

and afterwards in regularly exercilu^g them

upon it, and in making every other prepa-

ration that could be ncceifary or uleful m the

fucceedins; time of action.

At laft the fleet arrived ;
not m a body,

but aiip by lliip, as the winds and feas per-

mitted July was walling faft ,
and every

"otL re^uiL now the n.oft

?^^f^^
The firft ftcp toward the attack of Louil-

burg was ti learn the ilate ot the place

at that inftant, the force and condition ot the

enemy, and the fcvcval cr.cumflances which

might Si^'^ light into the beft method of

''" Velfcls had from time to time been fcnt

out to this purpofe •, and now lome of the

beftfulingoncsinthe fleet, with the moll

experienced pilot, on board, were difpatched

I
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with the two great inftrudtions, a careful ex-

amination, and a quick return.

In the mean time, the care lay m pre-

paring the land force for the attack. The

number amounted to about eleven thoufand ;

but a great part of thefe were new to the

profeffion J arms, and ignorant of the

duty.

The firft bufinefs had been to give them the

rudiments of their inftruaion on their land-

ing at Hallifax ; and they were now prac-

tifed in the methods of attack ; and accuf-

tomed to the fmell of powder, by repeated re-

prefentations of regular fieges ; in which every

incident that could occur in aftual fervice

was fliewn them ; and all thofe things which

might have thrown them into confufioa in

the affault, by their novelty, were ren-

dered familiar by the examples, conduced

with the moft perfeft regularity in thefe

exercifes.

This was the employment of the land

force, while intelligence was fought by the

fliips: and by this the men were fo well

taught their duty, and fo tamiliar with every

article in the attack of an enemy, that per-

haps from a body, in great part raw and

undifciplined, they were, by the end of that

rt:iort interval, fuch as it would be difficult to

equal in many armies.

Ill

'ii

\ t

jt
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It docs not appear to me, that a better

life could have been made of the time necef-

farily employed in gaining intelligence : nor

can it appear to any, that Louifbourg ihould

have been attacktd before this information

was obtained. There is no man fo loft to rea-

fon. Yet this is by fome ftrange artifice,

and by a more ftrange condudt in the gene-

rality, attributed to the commander in chief

as a crime; and he is thought blameable for it.

This alfo gave occalion to the gallant impa-

tience of an officer in high command ; which

I yet think deferved applaufe not cenfure ;

much lefs the harih fteps which a council of

war thought proper to take upon that oc-

cafion.

He who blames eagernefs in the troops,

condemns what he ought of all things to

encourage and applaud. The earneft valour

of the cfiicers is of the fame true ftamp,

and of the: fame high charadler ; the regula-

tions of the fervice will always prevent its

going too great a length, and it is a good
prefage of fuccefs in action.

Thefe arc to wifli for the engagement, but

it is the commander in chief who is to de-

termine when to enter upon it. His valour

fliould be of another caft and charad:er,

tempered with cool thought, and under the

ablolute controul of reafjn.

I He
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He alone is to determine when and in

what manner to attack the enemy : his place

and office give him tliis authority j and the

firft praife in thofe who are under him in

command, is acquiefcence in his opinions,

with unanimity.

The repeated exercifes and conftant em-
- - /ment of the troops in thefe attacks, had

raifed in them a fpirit of earneft defire to

enter on the real fcrvice ; and it is no won-

der their officers breath'd the fame generous

ardour. I think it may be faid within the

bounds of modeft truth, that no man in the

army defired the opportunity of entering up-

on ad:ion more earneftly thm lord Loudon ;

but in him it was a defire '.empered wiHi a

thoufand cautions. The lives of the men,

the fuccefs of the enterprize, the glory of his

country, and her immediate and moft impor-

tant interefts, depended folely upon him : he

muft anfvver it to God and to his country, if

all was not condudled rightly, and the leaft

overfight of his might cod the lives of the

men, and the very hope of the caufe.

For thefe reafons he earneftly fought the

necelTary intelligence ; and certainly the ma-

nagement and employment of the force

while he waited for it, (however feme men,

in whofe minds raillery takes the place of

reafon, may have reprcfented it) was the

moil
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moft rational that could have been de-

The foldiers thought fo; and they found

the effcdts of it in fuch an improvement, as

was never made in a like body of troops in

equal time: the people alfo thought it who

were on the fpot. It was an adl of which every

man could judge j and all voices were una-

nimous in approving it.
, , t j

If it could be charged upon lord Loudon

that be protraded the time of waiting for

this intelligence, and that he had omitted fuch

means of it as were before in his power,

there would be iuft ground for this cenfure :

but it is notorious that was not the cale.

Our attempts for intelligence were unhappily

delayed and difappointed ; but thefe mif-

chances in the execution cannot lay blame

upon the commander who gave the orders.

This and this only is the queftion with re-

lation to his lordaiip; did he or did he not

difpatch veffels at proper times, and with

proper inftrudions on this important lervice ?

It ifmoft evident that he did :
and this was

•

all he could do. We can no more charge upon

lord Loudon the ill luck of thofe he lent out

for this purpoic, than the delay of the Eng-

hfli fleet. ^ , _

It is certain that fuch a fleet, the force

and deflination of which were fettled fo

long
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long before, might have arrived in North

America at a much earlier period j and ia

that cafe the time neceflary f(*r gaining intel-

ligence would not have fvvallowed up the fea-

fon fit for artlon ; but it is not lord Lou-

don's fault the fleet from England came fo

much too late. He could do no more than

get in readinefs to adl with it when it fhould

arrive; and he was in that readinefs. The

time of gaining intelligence between the ar-

rival of the fleet, and the entering upon

action, muft he allowed as a neceflary pe-

riod of delay, by all who weigh the ad:ion.

This could not be retrenched by lord Lou-

don ; the only queflion, which can regard

his lordlhip's conJua is, whether he pro-

longed it. Let this be examined ftridly, for

it will be to his advantage every article fliould

be fo fcrutinized ; but 'et us fet out juftly.

The time was prolonged beyond all expecla-

tlon ; but lord Loiuion no more prolonged

it, than he delayed the fieet.

It is allowed, inte'li2,cncc was necefiary

from time to time, and moll effential of all

before the entering upon adlion. Lord Lou-

clon had from time to time fought and ob-

tained it, and juft bdore the engaging in the

fervice, he dilpatclied fwift failing velfels,

and good pilots to obtain it, and to make a

fpeedy return. Some time muil: elapfe in

tliib employment; and during thii time,

his

\
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lordfliip exercii md accuftomed tlid

fervice. This wa9

no't'cenfurer: far otherwife; it was applaud-

ed But the time of waiting was protraded,

and when the intelligence was flow, he

was cenfured as if he had been the caufe ;

and the employment of the troo^^s in mock

fights and counterfeit attacks was condem-

ned and ridiculed even by thofe who had

before applauded it. So light is human

nature. ^ , ,,..

If this employment of the foldiers was

reafonable at firft ; it could not be ri-

diculous afterwards : if it was once right;

it could not become wrong, unlefs by wafting

ufeful time upon it. But the time could not

be ufeful till the intelligence arrived ;
and

the cenfure was therefore moft unfair. The

commander in chief ordered thefe exercifes

for the inftruaion and improvement ot the

foldiery, in a time of inadion : this m-

aa;on was neceffary, while the intelligence

was fought, and it could not but continue

till the intelligence arrived. There could

be no better or more ufeful employment ot

the foldiers during that period, and it was

not continued any longer.
^

One almoft blu(hes to ftate propofitions

which are in thanfelves fo clear, io largely,

but there is no other way to combat

^v.= ^.r^n.nlnr clamour. They who have

been'r^ralli as to ccnllire this commander,
either



CI

[ 33 ]

either do not underftand thefe things, tho'

they are lo plain ; or they aff.dt not to fee

them clcarlv. It is necciTary therefore to

flate them is they are ; either toj:onv.nce

thofe perfons, or to fhew the pubhck that

they aft againft convidion

With regard to the delay itfelf, now let

the impartial hear the realons. The very

dav the commander in chief came to Hal-

lifax the moft experienced pilot of the

place, captain Coram, was fingled out tor

(he important fervice of gaining intelligence

of the enemy's ftrength and condition. His

orders were exprefs, and they implied dili-

crent enquiry, and a quick return. He found

tn the harbour of Louifbourg fourteen ihips

of war; ten of the line, the others fri-

gates: this was the condition of the enemy

before the arrival of the Briti(h fleet
:
and I

fuDpotc the moft fevere accufer of this

general's conduc^t will allow, all that he

could do was to gain intelligence of it. Th-e

is none who would have had him enter on

the attack ag-inft this force, and without the

^'rhe time of waiting for the Knglifh

flf.ps was fo confiderable, that great altera^

tions in the ftate of the enemy's affairs m<ght

have been made in that period: therefore freOi

knowledge of their flrength was atterward.;

necelTary^ Captain Rous was then fent out

I*
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in the Succefs, aivl two vcffcls of Ms force,

with one of the tranfports the beft failor

Intelli'ciencc from this fourcq

f the hi"hc(l importance, and the dc-
•

• The

anon;

was o . .

frrn was cxccllciit for obtaining it.

trtnlport was to be fent as clofc into the

moutli of the harbour as pofiible, that the

French might take her for a prize
:

this

would naturally have brought out a pilot,

and they were to have come back with him,

to the general and commander of the fleet.

If tiiis failed, and he Hiould be chaled by

tV,e ihips of war, the orders weie for the

IhiPS in the oiling to get between the enemy

and land, and take up any veilll they (hould

fee, that tlie people might be examined tor

the' neceifary intelligence.

The commander in chief can have no

more to anfwer for, than this plan of fer-

vi-e and thefc (Aiders. We know the plan

was not exccu-ed, and the orders were not

punctually followed ; but this lies not at his

door: nor indeed at any man's. There

leenK^d a better opportunity of intelligence

to olfer, and the purfait of that prevented

the other. All that regards lord Loudon,^ is

tiie propriety of this defign for gaining it

;

and that we may prefume none will at-

tempt to blame; it is certain none there

blamed it; and diey were better judges than

,;iy can be here.
'

^^^^^
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That the comnunder in chief was fully

(ktcrmined to attack the French, upon the

ftate of evidence hift brou-ht m by capt.im

Coram, none pretend to dov.bt, nor can it be

faid that any ncccllary cv proper mcakire

(ending to that purpole w:.s oiiiittcd. 1 he

arrival of the tlcet was to give the means ol

the attack ; and all that could be done now,

was to have every thing in rcadmels. ^

After this nil was conducted in the \^r^z

manner: and the laft day of July all the

tranfports were order'd rn divifions to the weft

fliore, and to have the boats ready for re-

ceivinp; the troops ; a proper number ot men

draughted from the Hallifax reguTients

were fent on bo-fd the men of war
;
and

the whole force • ad orders to be ready for

embarking at an hour's notice. The next day

all the troops were embarked, councils were

held for the immediate condud of the en^

terprize, and a (loop of war was d.l-

patched to En-land with intelligence ot

all that had pafiUl.
. , , ,

The Succefs, whofc captain had the com-

mand of the lliips fent out for intelhgencc

a full fortnight before, tb.ought he had fallen

in with readier means than thofe contrived

for this purpole : two veflels came inlight

n. he failed toward LouilLourg, which by aU

marks and chara(Jkrs appeared to be a pri-

vateer Ibhoona of the enemy, wi'h a tn-

D 2 ?^^^

'}i
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gate of Louifbourg. The captain put him-

iclf in fuch pofition, that they could not

Tcapc him; and while he purlucd them,

difpatched the tranlport back to acquaint the

''ovcrnor what fortune had thrown into his

way.

When he came up with thcfe veflcls, his

hopes of information vaniflicd : he had

the misfortune to find, that all his zeal and

carncftnefs for the fcrvice had only fervcd to

lead him into an error. The veflels were an

Englifli privateer with a prize.

What added to this ill fortune was, that

the tranfport being gone, it was impofiible loi

him to execute the firil intended plan. He

louglit by every means to repair the mif-

chance, and fucceeded fo far, as to take a

fifliing vellel newly come from Louifbourg,

which he carried into Hallifax.

The intelligence thefe people gave,

ftrcngthned the refolution of immediately at-

tacking the place, and gave that fpirit and

cagcv expedation to the forces which rife

from certainty of fuccefs. They confirmed

in every inilance the truth of captain Go-

rom's firtl account, as to the ftate of things

at the time when he gave it ; and they re-

prelcntcd them in a yel«faircr light for our

entevprir:: at prel'ent. The account the peo-

ple obtained from this intelligence was, that

of the fjurtei-n iliips of war feen there by
captain
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captain one half were Cent to Ca-
Joram,

e enemy not having pcnt».

where wc acftinea .he
»"-f

"

J'^'J, „ore
of Louifbourg, they aaded, was no

than three thoufand men.

Allnowconfpiredtoan.mate^^^^^^^

rage the trcops; »"^ ""/^.^tion of tho

taken for ^^\^'^^^^i:TLh.).ci, the

great defign : the lorccb vy^i .

feffels ready, and Gaberon^; "" "^

harbour of Louifbourg was appointed

rendezvous in cafe of feP"f'°":, ^j,,, the

I fuppofe it w>!l ^Jl^^^Z, „>uft

attacking or ""'
»«^f

'"S
^,°d'w th' '''^rcs

have been in reafon deterinmwd ^y
there : what our own ^^^"S^J,^,,'^ ^w
fealy know -. and upon '^^ '«'"

f^:fe our-

ftated, there was f^'"f^°" .;° ^'Cces the

felves fuccels. Under
^/^^^^^j^feU would

attack was refoWed ;
and ""'l"

*^^^^^^^

have been executed : but °'her intemg

arrived the next day but one >
and necellar. y

°-S^f.S!::n:^?^tafecondtUr>.-

intelligence, and Hk was taken, with

papers. Xhele
'^ 3

Ml



[38 ]

Tliefe gave a certain and a true account :

a fpy might be deceived ; but tliofe who

wrote home an account of the ilatc and

ftrength of the place muft know it. 1 his

was certain intcUigence, the reft was con-

iedure. By this it appeared, that there

were then in the harbour of Louilbourg

twenty-nine fliips of war, feventccn ot them

of the line, the reft frigates j and that the

forces amounted to four thoufand regulars,

bcfide the garrifon of three thoufand be-

fore-mentioned.

Tiiis changed the face of affairs abfolutely,

and, with it, changed the meafures of the

commander. As certain as it had been that

we might attempt Louifbourg with great

Jiopes of fuccefs, according to the former

accounts j fo plain it was that we now

could not.

The ftrength of the enemy rendered the

taking of the place impradicable ;
and the

general has been blamed, who ther^*x)re de-

dined the undertaking.

This is the fair, and this the true ffate of

thenoble commander'scondud: and this will,

with the impariial, fct afide all c^nfure.^ If

wc may credit the accounts fince that time,

this ilate of tlic place contained in the French

P'jpcrs mufl: have been true, and m that cafe

it v.ould have been raHinefs unbecoming a

^reiic-
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general, and unjuftifiable ':-^ the higheft de-

cree, to have made the attempt.
"^

It appears that lord Loudon, from this and

other concurrent tcftimonies, found the place

too well fupported to be attacked with his

force J
and he therefore gave up the defign

for that year : leaving the glory of this im-

portant conqueft to fome fucceeding and

more favourable opportunity. He took back

the forces j diftributed them in advantageous

ftations ; and was preparing for other enter-

prizes, when it pleated the government <o

eive the command to another.

Thefe are the fadts relating to that under-

taking : they are plain, ceriain, and noto-

rious : there is nothing new to the reader in

this rt'ate of them, for thofe who have before

from time to time recorded them, have done

it juftly. From thefe the arguments are eafy.

and the conclufion is certain ; that lord Lou-

don lias aded according to the power en-

trufted to him. like a brave and wile man

:

and that the flate of thin-s determined him

to defer that enterprize, in which there h no

profpect he could have fucceeded ; to t.mes

\n which it may perhaps be acconiplifhed by

another. Thcugh whenever it is done, the

publick will find, that even witli more force,

and more advantages, the ftrugglc will b?

defperate.

ill

D 4
If
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If we would learn how ill reports firft

rofe conccn; -g the commander ; and why a

man almoft adored one year, became the

obiea: of unflnr cenfure in another, the

caufe is eafy ; and they know little of hu-

man nature who cannot trace it, without our

affiftance. Our opinion of men and anions

in that remote part of the world, cannot but

be influenced greatly by the fentiments of

thofe upon the fpot ; whom wc fuppofe to

have more opportunities of knowing, and

whofe tellimony we are too apt to receive,

without confidering the iii.iuence of their

^^
The opinions of people in England con-

cerning lord Loudon have been greatly in-

fluenced by thofe of the inhabitants of New

York : perhaps it may be fair to fay, they

have been derived abfolutely from them.
^

Thofe people, like ourfelvcs, fet out with

a hieh opinion of this nobleman > ai^d it is

a point of importance to confider how they

came to change it. If he would have been

ci-reaed by their inter jfteJ views, or would

have preferred their convenience to the fer-

vice of the llate, he would have had their

fulTia-cs to this day. Wc ought, inflead ot

a-ioptms^ their unfair fuggeftions, to honour

him foi"tl)C cauies of their diflafte.

If lord Loudon would have left his lol-

dicr > V, ithout quarters, thefe people would
have
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have been fatl^ficd : if he would h»ve left all

means open to the intelligence of the enemy.

thev would have made no complaints.

I is certain by the account of the people

in the veffel taken by the Succefs. that they

did not know the deftination of our forces,

Td that great point, the divifion of the.r force,

had been gained by it. Th.s was a conf^

quence of the embargo : and it was fuch as

promifed the mod certain fuccefs to our en-

Fer."ize. if the fleet from England had arrived

at that lime, to have joined in the execution

That fleet was delayed ; and it appears by

the intelligence obtained from the other prize,

hat, in the mean time, the French had en-

creafed their feven feips to nine ^'"d twenty.

That which was praflicable againft the fmal-

ler force, was impoffible to be performed m

oppofition to the larger; and the attack o

Louiftourg which might have been made at

the firft favourable time, was poflponed by

the delay of our fleet to a P"*"'*/^''^" '' TJ'
impraaicable. I accuie no perfon :

but this

accident was the caufe. and 'his fingie cu^m-

ftance was the reafon. we d»i "o"

f
«l^

Louilbourg at a time when probably «e

micht have tjken it.

In the mean while, the peop e of our co-

lonies difpufted at the high hand with wimh

3 loudon had necelTai ,ly carried the aftait

"Varteri,,g the troops and the cmba go
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fought all occ:^.rions of mifreprefcnting his

l(;rdfhip's condua : accidents in which he

had no concern were in their corrfcqirences

attributed to him, as if he had caiifcd tiiem

;

and every meafiire that fahchood, within the

reach of their low cunning, could adopt,

were ufcd, to perplex and diflurb his lord-

fhip's councils.
" When they were tired with the novelty

of the cxcrcife of the foldiers, they began to

complain that it was delaying bufincfs, and

wailing ufeful time ; though tliey at the fame

time knew the delay was the not arriving of

the expeded intelligence, and this^ was only

an emplovmcnt of the foldiers till it came.

They tirfl bred thofe difaffedlions in the

bfhcers, of which they afterwards blamed the

confequences j and they even attempted to fet

afide the evidence of that force in Louif-

bourg, \Vhich rendered the attack imprac-

ticabte, by a falfhcod as uifolent in the con-

trivance, as it was eafy of deteftion.

The ftatc of the place and ftrengtl. of the

enemy, on the knowledge of which the enter-

prize was fufpended, were given by the French

officers themselves, and intended for their

fovereign. The account, on the Arength of

which they have endeavoured to invalidate it,

was what tb.cy called the teftimony of captr.in

Coram. Tluy were cunning to fix upon this

name, for it l-;ad credit •, aiid tb.cy were b(/i(l

to
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fn ufc it they had no right to his name,

whe,t they anlxed .t to their fcandalou.

'"'^•Th certain captain Coram was fent out a

fcco d time, and that he returned wuh a le-

Saeeount of tl>e th-engtl> of the enemy.

But what th.« -count was, they never knew

r h ard • they Mve out in tlie place of it,

cttac^oult as might b=|Uuit the.
-^^

"Sit romtp'tain Coram at midnight

pr Wore day break, the day iucceedmg h,s

'"Xhi's ftcry was tl,eir own. and they could

„;ve it whLver circumftances would beft

Eit their purpole. They var^d nothmg

e Zt llite of the enemy's force, which

iHt thloweft : the Jew declared th.

French had only five ihips of the line and

Two frigates ; and that captain Coram gave

^^t'lr^i^^ofthefeventhofAuguft
n .r.m ctme in from bis expedition,

:r the^ wX^d. that he had come on

n or during the night, as 't 'l-uld feer^ to

n u- ^ fhk news for there does not appear

f/ A bS that cof .^""g
. "t

thUher, and that having told h.m this he

^"Added to the improbability of this ftory.
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there was proved in it abfolute fallliood. It was

not likely that captain Gorain, when he had

been fcnt on an enterprizc of fecrecy and im-

portance, (hould come on (here to tell what

he had feen to a poor Jew, before he gave

an account of it to thofe who employed

him ; nor is it any more probable, that what

he faw ih >uld contradicfc what the French

officers themlcives had juft wrote home to

their fovereign. .

Captain Coram declared the whole an ut-

ter falfity. He alTured all who ailced him,

that he never came on fliore that night
;
nor

then or at any other time had fpokc with

the Jew upon that fubjea:.

This was a conviaion thr'-e wcs no

withftanding i
the (lory was given up there,

thongh It has been revived in England.

The Jew was imprifoned as an impoftor,

but foon afcer difcharged without puniQi-

ment- the commander, whofe reputation

was intended to be hurt by this poor contri-

vance, being very much above fucli mean re-

fentments. He confidered the fellow as he

was, the tool of a fet of defigning men,

whom as he would not have condefcended to

puniOi in their own perfons, much lefs

would he regard this miferable inftrument ot

their bafenefs. What account captain Go-

ram really brought can be no fecret ;
it lord

Loadou be fuppofcd a pcrfun interefled in

2
^^^
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the event, it may be known from admiral

Holbourn. ^ r • *-,i

Thefe arc the prober fources ot intel-

lisence-, and it is upon thefe and no other,

we (hould found our good or bad opinion,

our cenfure or applaufe of diftinguilhed per-

fons. There is great merit in the adion,

when men ofrank and affluence expofe them-

felves to the dangers and fatigues of war tor

the publick benefit ; and we ought to look

on thofe who do it with a high refpeft. No

rank or influence Ihould fcreen the guilty

from infamy or puniQ^mentj but it becomes

the publick to be very fure of fafts before

thev form injurious fufpicions. If it become

a praftice to indulge thi« difingenuous and

indecent condudt of railing without cauf^

at all who do not fucceed, we (hall difguft

thofe who are fit for high employments ; £:.d

no man will undertake the fervice, but he

who fcts no value on his reputation.

FINIS.




