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SERMON.

I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed ; I will not

give sleep to mine eyes, nor slumber to mine eyelids ; until I find out a place for

the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob.

—

Psalm cxxxii. 3-5.

\\

Such was the language in which a king and a prophet, "the

sweet Psalmist of Israel," expressed his desire to build a

temple suitable to the dignity and holiness of the great Being

whom he loved and worshipped. And although tliis privilege

was, from peculiar circumstances, denied him, much of his time

and thoughts, and of his wealth, were employed in collecting

the materials for the intended edifice ; and his dying hour was

cheered by the knowledge that the honor refused to himself

would be granted to his favorite son. It was in that season of

deep feeling and solemnity that he presented to Solomon the

" pattern of the porch" of the "house of the Lord," of "the

altar," and of "the cherubim;" and at length addressed him

in these striking words: "Be strong and of good courage, and

do it: fear not, nor be dismayed: for the Lord God, even my
God, will be with thee : he will not fail thee nor forsake thee,

until thou hast finished all the work for the service of the house

of the Lord." (1 Chron. xxviii. 20.)

The Rector and Vestry of this parish, my brethren, have

requested me to commend to your further regard and liberality

the Church now being erected in the Lower Cove, setting forth

to you the progress made in the erection of that edifice, and

the additional means required for the completion of the build-

ing, and fitting up of the same, so as to make it fit for the
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service and worship of Almighty God. Tlic mode by whicd

1 propose, in dependence on the Divine blessing, to fulfil this

request, is, to consider, in accordance with the spirit of the

text,

I. The Benefits of a Church to a People; aiid

II. The Duties of a People to a Church.

I. And, first, I am to consider the Benefits of a Church
to a People.

The word Church admits of various significations : without^,

however, enumerating these at present, I shall confine myself

to the one which most suits the present occasion. By the

word Church, then, I mean, a building consecrated to the ser-

vice of the Most High

—

a house ofprayer for the people ; "in

which the pure Word of God is preached, and the Sacraments

be duly administered according to Christ's ordinance,"* by a

minister scripturally called and lawfully authorized and ap-

pointed to perform the same ; and to attend to all those name-
less and various duties which pertain to his sacred office—to

visit the sick, to comfort the mourner, to bind up the broken-

hearted, to recal the wanderer, to warn the wicked, to rebuke

the scorner, to relieve the destitute, to " set forward quietness,

peace and love among all people, and especially among them

that are committed to his charge :"t in a word, to fulfil the

high office which he bears most effectually for the general

benefit of his people.

Such a Church ; such an established agency, or instrumen-

tality in a parish, cannot fail to be attended by the greatest

benefits to the inhabitants of it.

1. Such an estabhshed agency is nothing less than a solemn

public recognition of the truth of Christianity. Consider

the fact, that from week to week hundreds are brought into

the house of God, there solemnly to proclaim their assent and
consent to all the main doctrines of religion : the acknowledge

t

• Article 19. t Ordination Service.
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meat, indeed, may sometimes be insincere, and ofion unmean-

ing; nevertheless, it is an acknowledgment which can scarcely

fail to give religion a stronger looting in a parish. In some

degree, it answers the purpose of miracles in other days, lead-

ing the mind to the careful and favorable contemplation of

those truths which the Spirit of God alone can enable us to

embrace.

2. In the next place, consider the tendency of such an

agency to promote the purit 1/ 0/ religious' opinion and prac-

tice.

Whilst human nature remains what it is, both the principles

and conduct of men will discover a strong tendency to decay.

The grand object, theretore, of the friend of human nature,

will be to check the progress of this decay. How great is the

superiority of such an instrumentality, as a Church and its

services, when efficiently ministered, as to this point ! Look
at facts : refer to history. Where arc now the once flourish-

ing Churches of Asia Minor—of Ephesus, of Smyrna, of Per-

gamos, of Thyatira, of Sardis, of Philadelphia, and of Laodicea ?

Where the purity of opinion and of practice which once

adorned those Churches ? Alas ! their instrumentalities be-

came corrupt; the doctrines of the Gospel were adulterated;

their services degenerated into mere forms and ceremonies :

and the consequence was, a general decay in the principles

and practices of the members of those Churches, and the very

Churches themselves have, almost all, for many centuries,

ceased to exist. There must be, therefore, not only a house

of prayer for the people, but an efficient ministry, a sound and

vigorous instrumentality, connected with it to make it actually

beneficial to the people ; and wherever these exist, their very

existence has a tendency to promote Christian principle and

conduct. In proof of this, reference might be made to many
of the new districts which have been set apart in various parts

of England, and in which the agencies we are speaking of

have been established; where, before, the people were aban-

doned to vice and immorality,—to riot and insubordination

;

whereas, now, "the wilderness and the solitary place have

\t
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been glad lor liei'; aiul llie desert has rejoiced and blossomed

•:s tlie rose, and the parched ground has become a pool, and

the thirsty lands sprini,^s of water." (Isa. xxxv. 1, 7.)

3. Another benefit is, tlie tendency of such an establishment

to promote the exercise of Christian charity. Objects of

benevolence are brought before the people, and recommended

to their attention. Our domestic institutions— the Church,

educational, district-visiting, and friendly societies, are all ad-

vocated in their turn ; and besides these, the dissemination of

the Scriptures abroad, the propagation of the Oospel in foreign

parts, and the dispersion of sound and useful knowledge

throughout the world, are successively introduced and urged

upon tlieir support and patronage.

4. There is yet one other benefit which the establishment of

a Church is calculated to confer upon a neighborhood, which

1 must not forget,—a benefit, indeod, which includes all the

rest ; I mean, the educatioyi of immortal souls for eternity.

The Church, my brethren, like a tender mother, follows us

through every step of our earthly pilgrimage, and watches

over our waiits, and dangers, and interests. No sooner is our

child brought into the world of sin, and danger, and sorrow,

than she takes him from our hands, and presents him, by a

deeply interesting service, to the care of the Great Shepherd.

After a short interval, as the child rises to thought and intel-

ligence, she comes again, and calls him to " go up to the house

of the Lord," there to consecrate himself by a most solemn

ordinance to the Lord, as his soldier and servant. She next

invites him to that table where the Saviour himself may
be supposed to preside, and to distribute with his own hand

the riches of his love and grace. Nor does she leave him here,

but follows him into all the scenes of domestic life. She it is

who ties the knot of his family joys. She accompanies him to

the sick bed, and administers to him, as he lies there, the

sweetest consolation. She passes with him into the valley of

death, points to his crucified Lord, cheers him with the most

delightful promises, and displays to him the glories of the in-

visible world. And when, at length, his remains are ^oisigned

i

I
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to the cold t;:irtli, sin; stiinds as chief mourner at liis j^ravc

:

sliu sinj<s uvvY him tiie soiiu; of sorrow and ifratilndo: she dis-

char;,^;s the oliicc! whicii lie can no loni^^er diseharire for him-

self, but which, could he return to earth, it would he his soul's

first desin; to fulfd,—slic makes the dcuul the; t«;acher of the

livinu;; and leads other sons to j^lory, by ])resentimj to thi-m a

hallo vvcd and j^lowiui,' picture of the joys of him who has fallen

aslee}) in the Lord: "I heard a voice from heaven, saying,

Write, Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord."

My brethren, are not tjjesc benefits of the very liighest

order—benefits, which we ought to appreciate as beyond all

value—benefits, which we ought to support and sustain to

the very \Umost of our power? Let us then, in the next

place, consider,

n. The Duties which a People owe to a Chuuch.

L In the first place, then, suffer me to inculcate upon you,

as members of our Church Ihe duty of inainlainina^ a .strict

adherence to her principles, and a constant attendance

upon her services. I know it to be the language of some

well-intentioned persons, "If the Gospel is preached, what

does it matter where we worship, or whom we hear?" Now
suppose the fact to be conceded that "the Gospel, the whole

Gospel, and nothing but the Gospel" is preached, in whatever

place of worship may spring up in a parish, it appears to me
that respect to our own Churcl -a sense of the almost im-

measurable value of harmony, unity, and co-operation in all

the things of God—should indispose a sound Christian to that

spirit of indifFerence and vagrancy which is too much the

fashion of the day. Division, it is to be remembered, is not

only an evil, but a sin, where there is no just ground for a

division, Let not, therefore, the man who sees no ground for

separation, minister to it by his own example. But, after all,

my brethren, is it reasonable to assume that the whole Gospel

is preached in every such place of religious worship ? Arc

Unitarianism and Antinomianism, the Gospel ? Are Ration-

alism and Universalism, the Gospel? Is that species of Cal-
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vinism which excludes the precepts of the Bible, or that

species of Arminianisin which sets aside the influence of

Divine grace, the (lospel ? f
But as it is not the object of this discourse to meet partic-

ular errors m religion, I will not enter further into detail. I

will only say, that with every respect for a Dissenter who can-

not adopt my views of religion; with a hearty desire to co-

operate with him, as a friend and a brother, in all the concerns I

of our common Christianity; with a persuasion that all pre-

tence to infallibility would be as absurd in myself as m him:

I yet entertain a strong persuasion that neither Churchmen

nor Dissenters gain any thing by a desultory and vagrant mode

of worship. It tends, as far I can see, to create a controver-

sial spirit; "itchmg ears," a love of change and excitement.

It impairs the legitimate influence of the minister, and en-

dangers the peace and stability of the congregation. It is not,

then, as I think, intolerance, but a due regard to unity and

good order, which prompts me to call upon every Churchman

to drink at his own stream, and feed in his own pasture. Re- 4

spect those real members of the Christian body who may
happen to difter from you; bear with them and pray for them;

neither misrepresent the principles, nor calumniate the men

;

but seek your instructions, and offer your prayers and praises

in your own Church. J|

2. In the next place, I must call upon you to labor, as a duty,

to surround your Church with its best ornaments,

—

a body of
sincere, spirilual, affectionate, devoted worshippers. The
vices of prof.ssed Churchmen have been, without doubt, one

among the principal causes of dissent. If the principles of our

Church have no power (as some persons lives would lead us

to suspect,) to rescue men from the grossest follies and vices,

who would wish to belong to her? Give her, then, my breth-

ren, her proper evidence and uttestation. Let "wisdom be

justified in her children. '^ Show th? worth of the Church by

her influence upon yourself; show tho truth of her doctrines

by the scriptural character of your own creed; show the

purity of her precepts in the sfrictuess of your own life; show
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the sweetness of her spirit in your own mildness, meekness,

and charity. Compel the world, as they contemplate her in-

fluence upon yourselves, to value the '*tree" for the sake of

the "fruit" on its branches.

3. In the last place, I must urge you to a liberal discharge

of the duty to which you are especially called. When David

called upon his people to contribute towards the building of

the temple, it is said, "the people rejoiced, because with a

perfect heart they offered willingly to the Lord ; and David

the king also rejoiced with great joy." (1 Chron. xxix. 9.)

How line is the picture which this simple statement presents

us, of the happiness felt by the monarch in requiring a right

thing, and by the people in fulfilling it ! May such be our

own case, my Christian brethren, in the present instance.

May every heart rejoice liberally to comply with the appeal

now made to us. This is not merely a duty, but a privilege,

if viewed in a proper light. There is, indeed, a saying

—

"Cold as Charity;" but it is a libel upon that blessed spirit;

for if there be a grace which not only warms the heart of an-

other who partakes of its fruits, but warms the breast of him

who exercises it, it is Christian love or charity. And yet how
often does it require the hand of God himself to open the door

of man's charity. And with regard to Christians generally,

how great is their torpor and indifference in this heavenly

cause! Tell me, my brethren, is there one among us, who, if

the offer were made, would be satisfied to stake his salvation

on the question of his charity? Surely, not one ! and yet our

consciences are at rest: we flatter ourselves we arc charit-

able. If there be any ground for such a thought, why has it

become necessary that the cause of benevolence should be

pleaded with the language of flattery, in order to extort from

vanity what ought to be given from a principle o|* religion?

Why should it be necessary to purchase the charity of many
through the no very legitimate channels of pleasure and

amusement—through bazaars, and concerts, and the tumultuous

assembly? My brethren, these things ought not to be; for

though our charity cannot atone for one sin; yet it is our duty

\.
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to exercise it with as much self-denial and assiduity as though

it were the cause of our acceptance with God,

But let nrie come to the immediate object of this discourse

;

namely, to commend to your regard and liberality, the Church

now in the course of erection in the lower part of the parish.

You are aware that considerable progress has already been

made in that erection (see Appendix A) : all the interior fittings

up, hov.'ever, such as the flooring, pews, pulpit, desk, commu-

nion rail, with staining, varnishing, &c., remain to be done,

and the means of accomplishing them to be provided for.

Many things also will be necessary for the decent performance

of Divine Service; a list (see Appendix B) of which will be

made linown to the friends of the undertaking, in the hope

that it will meet the eye of some who may be disposed to pre-

sent to the Church the articles themselves, and which will be

lasting and pleasing mementos for years to come. (See Ap-

pendix C.)

The sum required to meet this concluding expenditure,

amounting to .^500 or £600, requires that some little exertion

should be made to raise it, and it has been proposed that a

more general call should be personally made for that purpose.

Individually, however, my brethren, it is but little that is re-

quired of you—how little the following simple calculation will

show you. If only there were four hundred persons who
would contribute three pence a week, and three hundred who
would contribute sixpence a week; or, if even two hundred

and fifty would contribute twelve pence a week, for one year,

it would meet the amount required ; and less than a similar

contribution in subsequent years, would provide for the current

expenses of the new establishment. And surely such a con-

tribution would be no great sacrifice for persons in even ordi-

nary circumstances to make : a little system and a little self-

denial, is all that is required to accomplish it. If only Chris-

tians would deny themselves in something that they ivant;

not give merely what they do not want ; and that they should do

this quietly and constantly; if every week (see 1 Cor. xvi. 2,)

this holy principle of self-denial should be in full exercise; and

1
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if there should be ii combination of the produce of such oflbrts

to promote God's glory, the aggregate sums raised for charitable

purposes would rise to a large amount (see Appendix D).

And if to this, the produce of system and self donial, people

would also give liberally of their superfluity ; where we have

now tens we should have lunidreds, and where we have now
liundreds we should have thousands, and where we have now
thousands we should have millions of Poiuids put into the

treasury of God. "IJut, beloved, we are persuaded better

things of you, though we thus speak.'' I have confidence in

your willingness to assist cheertully in the good and useful

work which 1 have set before you. I am confident, I say, that

my appeal to you on this occasion, will not be in vain, but

that your response to the call will be free, generous, and ample.

I call upon you, then, my brethren, as you value your own
Church, and still more as you love the Great Head of the

Church, to do what you can towards this important object!

May you contribute liherally ! and may your contributions be

paid back into your own bosom, by your progress in true

Churchmansliip,—in the cordial reception of the doctrines,

precepts, and promises which the Church, on the authority of

God, makes known to you ! May you be a people of no party,

but the Churcli of the Redeemer; weaned from the world, and

consecrated to God—a people building upon the "foundation

of apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief

corner-stone,"—a people so "knit together in one communion

of fellowship in the mystical body of the Son of God, as to be

followers of the saints in all virtuous and godly living !"* May
the additional Church now being erected in this parish be the

nursery of many such children of the living God! And,

finally, my dear brethren, may you live peaceably under the

wing of the Church; may you die happily in her communion,

and meet myriads of her delighted members among the "spirits

of the just made perfect !"

:i

:

Collect for All-Saint'a Day.
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APPENDIX.

A

No. 1. Excavations, Drains, Foundation Wall, and sundry petty expenses,. .
.
£120

2. Present contract, including all the carpenters', masons', painters', and

glaziers' work, (except smooth floor and deafening, pews, pulpit, read-

ing desk, and communion rail,) for ^ ^°"

3. The excepted item*, viz.: flooring and deafening, pews, pulpit, desk,

and communion rail, with staining and varnishing, can be completed,

as per tenders, for

4. Commission to Architect Superintendent, say 80

ftO
5. Fencing, and contmgencics, say

• °^

£1730

Item No. 1 is paid by the Vestry, ^120

Of item No 2, is provided by the Vestry, '180

Ditto by voluntary subscription, ^^"

Wanted for item No. 2, £140

Ditto Nos. 3, 4 and 5, ^ ^ ^^^^^^

Total required as above, £600.

St. John, April 8th, 1851.

1:1

:

B

A set of Books for the Desk and Communion Table.

Two Surplices in Irish linen lawn, -^^ ^ ^

7
A Font, ^ "

A crimson woollen damask Cloth for the Communion Table, . . 3 3

A double damask Linen CloUi for ditto, ..220
Two square Napkins,

Pulpit and Communion Cushions, with Tassels to correspond

with the Crimson Cloth.

A set of Communion Plate, from Forty Pounds and upwards.

Carpets for Communion, Pulpit Stairs and Aisles.

A set of Registers,
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The writer of the foregoing Discourse received, iiiuuy yeara ago, immcdintcly after

Divine Service, a picosing proof of the warmth and jwwer of the Divine operation of

religion on the heart, ucconii)anicd by a letter, of which the following is an extract:

—

«' It has not been mentioned to me that any steps have been taken with regard to

the Communion Tuble, so that one of tiie most solemn and important Ordinances

of the Chiircli may be performed. Perhaps pecuniary dUFiculties may retard this

necessary work; I therefore lake the liberty of enclosing a donation of One Hundred

Pounds, to be expended in such manm r as yon may consider most essential. If I

had a wish, I might probably desire that it sliould be applied to such preparations as

arc necessary for the performance of the Holy C'oiinnunion.

" I trust it will not appear that 1 have selected an improper moment to make this

communication, since when the heart is warmed with that devotion which the service

of the Church naturally inspires, a Christian is led, in a more particular manner, to

the contemplation of his duty ; and a humble tribute from a creature to the throne

of his Creator cannot, perhaps, be ollbred ^n any day more appropriate than the

Lord's Day."

May Buch an example be not only commended, but imitated !

D

A TABLE
SHOWING THE AMOUNT OF SMALL SUMS WHEN COMBINED.

If 1000 persons save Is, per week, it will amount, in one year, to

1000

1000

6d.

3d.

£2600

1300

650

500

500

500

is.

6d.

3d.

1300

650 9

325

100

100

100

Is.

6d.

3d.

260

130

65

500 Id. 108 6 8

!^ee Mark xii. 43. 43, 44.
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