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refuted that argument, and it would have
been very difficult for him to do so, hecause
In o moment I shall vead his own words, |
which were stronger than my hon. friend’s,
a far stronger condemnation of the policy
which he is himself trying to enact and
impose on the people of Canada to-d

The hon. member for Montmagny (Mr.
Armand  Lavergne) has stated that, with
regard to immigration, it was no more a
question of bringing all sorts of people,
but a question of bringing the hest class
of people.  The minister has not denied the
fact, he has  simply tried to prove that
under the present order in couneil he is
doing that. ‘This was one of the few points
in the <peech of the hon, member for Mont
magny which the minister tried to discuss,
and Towill prove that the minister is en

tirely wrong in regard 1o it

The hon. member for Montuagny (Mr.
Armand  Lavergne) stated that ufter the
government had denounced the North At
Iantiec Teading Cor uy's truet, they

L failed to aunounce their future poliey,
and had adopted this order in couneil whilst
parliiment was in session, and did not
even consult the representatives of  the
people he wssemblod to give instructions
to the government.  “Fhe minister has not

denled the faet, and the faet rema and
here s a radieal change in our pol the
enieiment of o principle contrary the

very \ vernment, as an
nounesd and propounded last session ;. and
that change has been made in (his session
when  parliaiment  was  sitting,  when |t
would have heen the caslest thing possible
the minister to consult the representa
ves of the people. 1 wish one of the
collengues  of the minister were here, |
wish the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
were here, so that he could repeat those
words of denunciation which he thunde
s0 cloquently against the Conservative goy-
ernment becanse, forsooth, they had dared
to purchase one million of dollars' worth
of arms in Great Britain while parlinment
wits in session.  Is this another one of
those principles for which the Liberal party
attacked the Conservative government, but
which they now wte?—with this dif
ference, that in the case to which I re
fer it was simply a question of the ex
penditure of money, whilst in this matter
it Is g gquestion of a change of poliey, n
change of attitude on the part of the gov
ernment, contrary to the attitude which
they took last year; and without eonsult-
ing parlinment, whilst the representatives
of the nation are assembled here, they meet
noa closed chamber and frame a poliey
which they aunounce to the country, and
say that we must support it,

Mr. SAM. HUGHES, Do we understand
that the hon. gentleman goes ‘k on his
record concerning payment for arms in 18057

Mr. BOURASSA, No, T denounced it in
IS5, and T denonnee it to-day, whether done
by a Conservative government or by a Lib-
eral government Now one of the argu-
ments used by the hon, minister was this:
e said, we are devoting most of onr ener
gies and spending most of onr money In the
itish islands hecanse we have found that
tis the best field for innmpigration, and be
canse the people of Great Britain, knowing
that Canada is a desirable place to live in,
wint to come here,  Sir. if the people of
at Britain want  to come to  Canada,
t is the use of giving 1 head to book-
agents to send them heve?  But let us
weeept the argument, let us suppose it
( 'y to have agencies in Great Bri
to bring over a desirable elass of immigrants
s that o reason for passing an order In coun
cll to induce people to come from Norway
u, Holliond, Denmark, Hungary, Rus
um and Switzerland? It
ument of the minister is good, i the
nment have changed their policy In

circumstances have changed and
ciremmstances have changed in sueh a way
that the people of Canada are entitled to
<e¢ that their money is well employed |
spending It in Great Britain, then why I
the government adopted an order in coun
that allows them to spend money in foreiz
countries where it is so diffienlt to can
v propaganda?  Now on this question

1 wida, the hon. gentleman says 1
* in eouncil is far different from
puast order, beeause according to the pres
vder i couneil nothing  will be paid

s who work against the laws of the
country in which they ave operating, Lither
this restriction in the ovder in couneil hol
wood or it does not, I it holds good, the

this ovder in council is nothing but a co
f the

mtraet with the North Atla
ling Company, because in that contra
W government introduced the very same
nse that the agents of the North Atln
ling Company were not going to do any
'y to the law of the nations
were operating, It the No

Atlantie Trading Com 3 't was
had one, becanse it brought those agents )
confliet with land in whict
they were o or in council 18
equally bad beeanse it is based on the o

except tha
idual agents

prineiple ; it is the same poli
here you are dealing with indiv
instend of with a company
Now with~zegard to this aspeet of th
question, 1 am cr-minded, T oam 1
to be convineed thiat™L_js_better (o
with agents than to deal” WIth o
pany.  But I am surprised that that o
ment should come from the minister,
canse last year when he announ
House that the contraet with the N
Atlantie uling ( was to he
celled, what did he say 7 He refer
some  writings or some  letters  from
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|
Charles Tupper, saying that it was better to
have arrangements of that kind made with
companies than with individual agents, and |
the hon, gentleman took credit for the gov-|
ernment in the fact that they were now pay- |
mg honuses to a company and not to in-
dividual booking agents,  He said :

Now, to whom did our ion. friends on the
other side pay the bonuses ? They paid them
to individual booking agents—so their letters
show. To whom did this government pay in the
years preceding the contract with the North
Atlantic Trading Company ? They paid to in-
dividual booking agents.

To whom do they pay now ? Not to any in-
dividual booking agents, but to the North At-
lantic Trading Company, a collective interest of
booking agents. And do they get value for
their payments? Judged by the standard laid
down in the letter of Sir Charles Tupper, they
do. And any man of common sen not warp-
ed by political bias, will agree that that is the
nain  question, know they are en
gaged in the business of booking emigrants to
Canada, and I know that they worl. under bet
ter conditions to-day as a company, than they
Hid when they worked as individuals, and are
sending more emigrants to Canada. That was
he purpo of the change from payments to
ndividual agents to payments to this company

Here the min
ster i

we have, in the worls of

st st year, the statement that
o had heter -|-|--|n the ti of paying a
ompany than of paying individual booking
ents Now the minister says it is better

pay individual agents than a company.
Clrenmstunces  change, says the minister ;
but it seems to me that the mind of the hon.
sontleman is changing quite too fast, even
for modern times and modern cirenmstances,
with the development of electricity and .|II
other means of rapid manifestations. Now
£ the how, gentleman would show us what
s the dilference between the cirenmstances
1% they existed last yenr when he preferred
the poliey of paying bhonuses to a 1'0III]i.IlI\
of individual agents, and the

cumstances of to-day which make it better
to pay fo agents instead of a company, we
w..nln| not he o much mystified,  But he

s not deigned to inform us.  He has in a
somewhat sativieal manner pointed out what
styles the innecuracies of my hon. friend

m Montmagny (Mr. Armand Lavergne),
but he does not deign to tell us what were
the cirenmstances which allowed his minis-
crlal mind not only to ehange so much from
the independent mind ‘of the member of Al-
berta, but to change so greatly from the

nisterial mind of the Minister of the In
terlor from 1906 (o 1907,

The minister has told us very often, not
only tu-day, but on previous occasions, that
circumstances had changed in the last few
years with regard to Immlgrmlon. I admit
ey have, but in what way The very ar-
gument which the mlnmvr mnde with re-
gard to immigration from the British islands
applies to a large extent to immigration from
all countries. I think every one in this

House will admit that the main change
which has oceurred to warrant a modifica-
tion of our hmmigeation policy is that Can-
ada is better known to the world to-day than
she wis some years ago,  Canada's trade is
better known, her agricultural and mining
resources are better known ; and therefore
i that basie change of circumstances means
anything with rvegard to our immigration
policy, it means that the time has cou\e
when we should stand upon our dignity @

a nation and step out before the world, ln-
stead of advertising our country tluough
more or le questimable agencies as a
patent medicine vendor advertises his nos-
trmm and invites all sick and ailing people
to come and be cured, Sir, the minister has
taken pride in the fact that under this order
in council he was diseriminating with regard
to the class of immigrants which were com-
ing in, and he read tue words which T will

prs, farm I‘I-uu'nrs, gardeners, stable-
rters, railw surfacemen, navvies, or
who have ~mun d their intention of

Iullumn;. farming or railway construction work
in Canada, and female domestic servants,

That is a pretty broad ground. Let us
come to the facts.  How will this ope
You have a booking ut in London or
rou have ten or twenty of them, You have
o many in Liverpool, in Amsterdam, in
Hamburg, in Antwerp, in different parts of
Furope.  According to what the minister
says in  regard to immigration work
in foreign countries, to which this order
in council applies exclusively, they are not
allowed to go outside of their oflices to
ivis immigrants, They must stay there
until the immigrant comes to buy his ticket.
I have very grave doubts, once tlds induce-
uent is offered to a booking agent to make
so much money per head of all the people he
may ship to Cavada, whether he will con-
fine himself to the letter of this order in
council or whether he will not put him-
self in the sad position, as stated by some
ministerial sapporters, of committing su
cide or going to gaol. I have my grave
doubts as to whether (hese booking agent

immediately you offer them this induce-
ment, will stay in their offices,  But let us
suppose that they stay in their offices, Let

tis suppose that they conform to the letter
of this order in council. What will be the
result ¥ Here is a man in Hamburg who
does not know what tramp or other person
will come from Prussin or Silesia to his
oflice to get a ticket the United States

or elsewhere,  The agent has only to sell
him a ticket to Canada to get $2 and he
will say to him : Of course you are a rail-

way worker or a navvy, here is your ticket
for Canada and you will make a declara-
tion that you are going there to work at
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railway construction The booking agent
will receive his $2.50. DBy what human
means does the minister pretend that he
will control the work of these booking
agents so that after five minutes conversa
tion they will be able to find out what oc
cupation an immigrant may have been en
gaged in three hundred or four hundr
miles away from his oflice All nation
ities and occupations will come It may
be that a large number wil
ada as fgrmers or farm labourers or rail
way workers or navvies hecause forsooth
they have passed through some of the eri-
minal courts and they have been condemn
ed either to go to gaol or to leave for
Ameriea, There is g order in
council that prevents a booking ngent from
making his that kind of imml-
grant
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country; awd it simply proves that Iy "
not kno the Tundamental prineiple of 1]
development of 1 s, andd w thinl

that a nation and Lest interests of th
people are promoted by the degraded ele
he is mistaken
The minister has stated that my hon
friend from Montmagny had given utter
ance to a policy that would be detrimental
to the interests of Canad: OFf course, that

ments of its populat

is a broad point of view That is a larg
basis for discussion, There are many ways
in which a public man may view the inter
ests of his country. It cannot be altogether
dismissed by saying : * You are a little Can
wlinn, you have no breadth of mind and
you do not understand the Interests of the
country.” For my part 1 think it is just as
patriotic to say : * Let us take a little more
time to inerease the population of our coun
try, let the land speculators of the wes
walt a little longer to make their money; uvut
let the basis of the future population ol
Canada be sound both mentally and physic
ally.' It may be that such is the view of &
Little Canadian, but I think that hon. gen
tlemen who go to the very basis of th
patrio policy will agree with me. Tt ha
been stated that we want to see the resul
ol our policy Ihere was onee o famou
phrase uttered in this House: ‘Cox em
not wait I'his very sentiment can be
plied to many of the friends of the ho
rinister who cannot wait for their pay
dividends upon the lands they have securt
om the government, I am afraid that tl
ne phrase would apply that these ho
gentlemen cannot wait because they

mxious to secure thelr 50 per cent «

per eent or 200 per cent profit frou
e of land.  The
uture of British institutions, the future

the British flag—whica some of their legis!

future of Canad

ors have put on every schoc
Manitoba—is a very small asset in the id
and aspirations of some hon. gentlems
concerning the Northwest I want perfe
erty to be g n 1o every mian to
nuch money as he ean But 1T h
ol n, as a Little Canadian, if
gentleman wants to style it in

he future of my com
f men who
witest advin
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Now, Sir, the hon. minister has trie
mke my hon friend from Montmag
pear as very narrow wminded and
nimated by raeial prejudice bed
ooth he stated that it was not
o have all sorts of people in this co
it that it was a better policy 4o In
people  who have gomething in co
with the various elements that hay
down the foundations of this country
ive the same blood, the smme !
the same national teaditions and wl

here to adopt our unationality and to
1 maintaining those traditions, 1
cutleman has tried to leave the imp
hat my hon. friend from Montmag
jected to the importation of people
Scandinavia or other European cou
because he was anbmated by racial
dice. Neither has my hon. friend for M
titgny stated, nor do I state now, th
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people from Scandi , Russia, or Ger-
mauy are not a splendid race of people, a
people animated by high national traditions,

zation,

l am not claiming that we are the best peo-
ple in the world ; that our civilization is the
highest form of civilization ; but I do claim that
our present civilization snits us, and it is that
which we have set ourselves to improve. Our
soclal system, our political system, our re-
ligious system, are those which we have in-
herited and under which we are trying to im-
prove ourselves
* .

Possibly a Chinaman Is a better 1
Englishman, let the Englishman answer for that
himself; a Japanese may be a better man or a
Russlan may be a better man than the English-
man ; I s nothing about that, he may be a
much better man, but he is not one of us, and
inasmuch as he is not one of us he is not help-
ing us to develop along those lines that Provi-
dence has chosen for us, or that we hy chosen
for ourselves. His presence {8 a hindrance and
not a help.

than an

Sir, this is the language of a Little Can-
diam, Known heretotore as My, Oliver, mem-
wrof parlinment for Alberta.  Clreumstan
es have changed, but I am afraid the only
renmstance  that has brought the hon
sentleman (Mr, Oliver) to abandon this pa
otic_policy which he ealls now a Little
wdian poliey, 1s the eireumstance that
ow he Is a member of the ecabinet and
he wis a free member of parlinment
Let me say further lhn it appears to me to

have been a mistake the rast to hav
» much money as we hav n payi )
to steamship companies for th onveya f
migrants, and for this reason o made th
amship companies, by that mear wr immi
ition agenc and it did not make any differ
to the steamship companies wi th
acter of the imm nt was, who he 0

ierg he was
ue

from, so long as they go
Does not that argument apply to the
It nis as well as to the steamsh'p
Certainly it does, unless the
Minister of the Interior can prove that every
Humburg Jew he selects as an agent is so
triotie, that when an undesirable Immi-
sant comes to his otlice he will say: 1
mot send you to Canada ; I am too pa
otie a Canadian to do that; T will lose
w250 commission on you, rather than
nd you to that country. Unless the Min
roof the Interior can give such a certi
ficate of character to every Hamburg Jow
or Liverpool Jew that he 8 an
tmigration nt, the ol the
wember for Alberta on the 20th of April,
1002, which I have just quoted are just a
true to-day as they were five years ago.
Let me quote further what the Minister
of the Interior said when he was member
for Alberta :
It seems to me, from my point of view, tha

uipanies ¥

nul a people actuated by a deep sense of |

undesirable expenditure,
it be not continued.
These are the words of the member for
Alberta (Mr, Oliver) speaki of the Im-
migration policy of the government, and if

and I would ask tha

I have any reproach to make to my good
friend frcm Montmagny (Mr. Armand La.
vergne), it is that he has taken the words

of his motlon from the very language ut-
terred in this House by the member for
Alberta, The former part of my hon, friend’s
mot‘on was taken from a speech made by
the member for Alberta one year later than
the speech I have referred to, and the eir
cumstances which exis then exist to-day
the only c¢hange being that the member for
Alberta is now the Minister of the Interior
On the Hth of July, 1903, the hon. mem
ber (Mr. Oliver) said :

Something has been said, I undarstand, at
the paying of bountles or commi.sior

duce immigration. To my mind, if
was need for that system, that need has pa

It was not a question with him then, as
to diserimination or selection, but In
opinion the whole system was bl
condemned it without qualifieation,

The payment of bounties and

And here again, Mr,
we the favour (o follow the

d e

commissior
Speaker, if you do
wording of the

motion, you will find that my hon. friend
from Montmagny has made a faithful copy
of the language of the hon, gentleman (Mr
Oliver)

The payment of bounties and co h
v tendency to bri he l¢ 1 thle ra
than the more de class of people

that 's still my op
denonnd

Well, Mr., Speaker,
nion ; and at the expense of being
ed as a racial zealot, or a Little Canadia
I still hold the patriotic view which the
wember for Alberta held before he beean
Minister of the Interior,

But that s all \ I wa '
duced providing for the better fnspection ot
immigrants in the watter of eir healih,

Ollver) support

and the hon. member (Mi
ed the Bill, but he warned the House that
sanitary precautions were a small consider
ation compared with the great national prin
ciple at stake. e sald :

gtandpoint, tb 1 \

but a triflin nsid

} ke

From my
among immigrants are
tion in comparison v 2
of the immigrant I cannot understand the
frame of mind which looks carelessly upon the
introduction into the ve life of o
of a population without regard to whether su
povulation will raise or lower the g
standard of our people, It does not ne
demonstration on my part, that if the in
of population which will necessarily take
in the development of these resour
character and constitution essentially tmf‘ re n'
from our own, not only will they bulld up a
different civilization wherever they establish
themselves, but they will invariably control

neral

Lis is a most undesirable system and a most | our civilization in this part of the country.




Now, Sir, the argument made by my
bon. friend from Montmagny, is the very
argutent that was made by the hon. mem-

ber for Alberta, when he was a member
and not a minister,
It may be said that 1 have given these

imply for the pleasure of put-

friend (Mr. Oliver) in contra-
diction with himself. If he has that thought
he may dispel it; after all when
there has been some good in a man it 's
well to Yemind him of it, for it may help

quotations
ting my hon

because

to awaken remorse. If 1 have reminded
the Minister of the Interior to-day of his
former self, it is simply because 1 still

hope that he will not utterly abandon his
patriot’e ideas, and that instead of belng
dragged into this policy by a government

which was drageed into it by his predeces
sor in the department, the hon, gentleman
(Mr. Oliver) will assert his own will, and

although he has given way by adopting this

order in councll, he w'll hesitate in the ap
plication of it and stop before committing
the errors of his predecessor

It is said to us You want to restriet all
mmigration to Canada, you do not want

the population to inercase and the regourees
of onr country developed, yon ar al

unpatriotie the
Canada will

view and
support you
s [itlse e view 1 take is this:
the development of a nation 2urd  must
be had for conditions ; regard must he
had to the d to the future well
1 1o the present, and care must be taken
that the present exigencies of interested
people are not to control, 1 am in favour
of o strong and well diveeted and well eon
trolled ey of il 1 think
I could prove from the words of the Minis
of the Interior in the past, that he ag
with me, 1 hold that the best fmmigration

I'hat in

all
st

po Imigration

ter

gent I an agent you have not to pay or
hire to do your work : I hold that the hest

and the most patriotic and the most business
like immigration agent Is the contented set
tler, who being satisfied with his lot in this
country will write home to his relatives and
friends to join him in this happy anid fertil
fid. Instead of spending mueh money
n favour of steamsh’'p companies, and rail
wiay companic ind booking agents, and
land speculators, i you took n little more
core that the seftler coming to Canada s
properly treated from the time he lands
until he reaches his future home ; not
el the way ; not intercepted hy
land speenlator : is ont infercepted hy
the ngents of the very same men who have
enforeel this immig m poliey upon yon ;
vou will have a much hetter immigration
than the system which Is costing
you so mneh at the present day
If vou look to the settler, from
of his arrival until he settles on his hold
ing: If yon ake him Isfied with his
life In Canada ; if he finds that Canada is

is

rah on

the

system

the time

a land of law and justice, a land which
looks after the farmer and the settler, which
prevents the speculator and the raflway
company from crushing him, he will he f

country
I'rench a
he fead
agreed 1t

more satisfied than If you paid $2.50 to a nation,

Hamburg Jew to ship him to Canada —and i the |
let God take care of him when he gets her was in t
If you would take the large sum of mone ation, 1
you are now spending in Europe in paying so-called
these hooking agents or their steamship that In o
companies, or these saeret organizatior to make
like the North Atlantic Trading Compan chang
and devote it to the development of 1! rtly I
transportation facilities of Canada, so tl make

the settler would find the hest and che

est means of sendirg out his farm  pro

duce, that he might not be at the mer

of the elevator npany or the railw

company which you incorporate and wh

you proteet, and if you would <0 cheapn
communieation so that the settler conll itriotist
get his manufactured goods at a het s of th
price than Le gets them to-day, then thit it of
settler would write home, he would tell Ii's ould
friends and relatives in the British Islan 1 the
in France, in Belgium or in Germany wed
Canada is a land where rallway corp mld ¢
tions and land speculators do not con peaple
the government and the law, that Canad nothi
is 0 conntry where trade flonrishes and thing i
man can buy and sell without paying 'r- 1z in col

bute to monopolies of any kind—and 1! 8, 10
contented settler, writing with enthus! sentin
to his ends of his new home, would I our
a far wore effective immigration agent t vith the
of your Hamburg Jews or secret ol It was n
ons. confe
Now, w gard to the question of < e gather
criminatio me at once point out helped to
the diser ition urged by my hon, 1y 1 nduceme
from M wmgny (Mr. Armand Laverg number |
wils bhetween English and Fre it the pr
mn as the Minister of the Int be maste;
in et to make a cheap point, wo that have
ha d the House believe. The hon. 1 he swam
ister tried to put in the mouth of my I'he ey
friend words which he never uttered been quo
tried to impute to him sentiments w dai
are gn  to him, The houn. minister ringing
trisd —~ns many like him have tried fo me count
years past, on my own account—to make it rom Mo
ppear that my hon. friend from Moninig not
wis seeking to r 11 distinetion § ¢ |
between the Engl king and Iy ry th
speaking population in this country t serms
accusation s no more true in this case nstruetiv
it ever was before. What my hon. f | that at n
(Mr. Armand Lavergne) asked the M eve
of the Interior to do was to formulaf United 8
earry out a policy based upon the N proport
nature of the Canadian people, o ¥ hronght
that would encourage English and 1 rond and
immigrants as against those f the Minis
countries, Is this again * Little Can When I g
Is this ‘mere sentiment? I say, Sir i

quoting from the words of the Ministor of
the Interior—we must take faets ns ¥
are; we must accept history as it is his




country was seftled and founded by the
I'rene il conguerad by the English, After
the fends of my vears these races have
agreed together to found a vast Canadian
nintion,  But, Sir, it never was in the minds
of the founders of this nation, It never
was in the minds of the fathers of confed-
eration, the men whose names these present
so-ealled Liberals are so fond of invoking,
that in order to he hroad—or even in order
to make land speenlators prich—we ought

» change a providential condition of our
partly French and partly English country
to make it a land of refuge for the scum
o all nations.  That idea, I say,
tored the mind of any patriotic "
vhether Conservative or Lileral, \\|u-lhul'
witish or of French descent, 1t s an idea
vorthy of those *hig® men who now try to
cach breadth of mind  and  loftiness of
itriotism to others,  The idea of the found-

< of this nation w that the double cur-
ent of our national and mental activity
should o on, that the British eivi tion

1 the French civilization should he main-

ned in this ecountry, and not that we
should give the better half of our continent
to people who have nothing in common with
is—nothing in common with us in history,
nothing in common with us in hlood, noth
ng in common with us in edueation or cecon-
wmles, nothing in common with us in nation-

sentiment—to men who come here, not

Ioour inherited pride in our own land, but
with the purpose only of making money.
It was no part of the ldea of the fathers
f confederation that these people shoull
e zathered from the ends of the earth and
helped to come to this country, given such
Inducements as to bring them here in such
number that before twenty years are over
it the present rate of movement, they will
be masters of the country and the two races
that have formed the Canadian people will
be swamped by these *intruders.

I'he example of the United States lhas
been quoted to us to show that there is no
grent danger to the native population in
hringing all sorts of people from abroad into
onr countr I regret that my hon, friend
from Monty v (Mr. Armand Lavergne)
hus not gone a little deeper into that sub
ect. 1 fear he 15 too anxious uot to
veary the Hounse by giving figures., But
It seems to me that these figures are most
nstructive.  Generally speaking they show
that at no period in Ameriean history was
lere ever such o large incuarsion into the
United States of the foreign-born element
I proportion to native population as has
bronght Into Canada under the so
brond and patrlotic policy of my hon. friend
Minister of the Interior (Mr, Oliver).
wen I speak of foreign-born population, 1
ve aside the figures pelating to those that
‘oe to Canada from the DBritish islands,
though perhaps 1 should be able to show
that a large proportion of these are foreign-

ers. But even assuming that all those who
ship from Great Britain arve British, and
leaving aside all those from France and
Belgium, and you find that you are bringing
in a larger proportion of foreign-horn and
foreign-educated immigrants into Canada
in proportion to the population of Canada
than ever were brought into the United
States in proportion to the population of
that country. Nor is that all. There is still
another grave reason to condemn this pollicy
of bringing in these foreigners. In the
[Tnited States the great bulk of the foreign
element leave ship at the eastern ports, set-
tle in the eastern part of the country and
mix with the relatively dense population
there, just as we find in our own case In
Montreal or Toronto. Dut the westarn
states of the union, whether annexed or pur-
chased or conquered. were settled hy Ameri-
can-horn people. it I8 to say, the basis
of the politieal institutions, the bhasis of
education, of organization, of everything of
i natlonal characte was lald firm  and
immovable by the Amerlean-horn settlers
who left the eastern states, giving up their
places to the foreign element and went
west; so that when the foreigners moved
slowly westward they found themselves
upon a solid footi of true American In-
stitutions, I leave altogether aside the pro-
blem of the foreign element in the United
States  which is disquieting the mind of
c:ident Roosevelt and of many soclal
observers and writers, and T take it for
m-.nnml lhn this foreign element does not,
cter of the United
llm. even  assuming this—which
Is very far from being proven—to be the
ense in fact, we find that the same does not
apply to Canada.  And why? Because in
‘anada under the poliey followed by this
and by the preee government—though
it has hecome much more dangerous of late,
than in the past—you leave the eastern pro-
vinees in the hands of the old p ypulation,
giving  very little  inducement to  the
sons of the farmers of Ontorio and Que-
bee and the maritime provinees 1o go west,
and you allow the railways that you have
incorporated, that you have subsidized with
the money of the people of Canada to give
better facilities to a Doukhobor or a Galielan
to reach the western plains than they offer
to a Canadian. We allow them to give het
ter faeilities to the Donkhobor and the Gali-
cian to reach the western plains than to
dian from Ontario or Quebee or the
maritime provinees, 1 conld read you a
letter from the father of a large family in
my own constituency who went to Edmon-
ton last fall and who had to pay some $100
more to get there than your imported Gali-
cians or Douklobors pay from Ilali to
Edmonton,  And yet you plume yourselves
on your hroad Canadianism, What do you
mean by it? Do you want to prevent your
own people from Ontario, Quebee, Nova
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Scotia and New Brunswick from getting il not the whole will be foreign—neithe
of the inheritance and domain English nor French nor British nor Lit
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wl to British institutions as you “claim,
und that the simple fact of having so mav

British flags hoisted on ascnhools and ¢
where is going to muke them British ? Are
you sure, when you discriminate against
the farmers from Quebee, untario and the
maritime provinces going to settle in the
west, that the newcomers will be as safe
and sound with regard to British connection
and Canadian citizenship as you say they
will 7  Are you quite sure that mingled
with those foreign elements, neither British
nor American, but who will always have a
natural atteaction for the larger and
wealthier country to the south, a country in-
dependent by itself —whic 18 nlways
ater prestige in the eyes of foreigners
than a colony-—are you quite sure that these
foreign elements will be attached to British
connections in such a way that if it comes
(0 choice between their British connec-
ion, between their connection with the rest
f Canada, between the unity of confeder-
tion, and their economic interest, that
ey will not ten times eather bhrenk the
iiritish connection, ten times rather break
the Canadian confederation, than endanger
or damage their economic or their business
prospects 7 It may be that my view is
wrong, it may be that I am a pessimist in
this; but I elaim that this is a point of
few which eannot he dismissed by 5 simple
liugh at Little Canadianism, After all, 1

do not suppose that even as big Canadians
as the Minister of the Interior (Mr. Oliver)
can afford to ignore history, can afford to
ignore human nature, can afford to ignore
the laws that have directed all nations in
the past, whether in anclent or modern
history ; and if history repeats itself in
respect to Canada, it may be that my
bon. friend the Minister of the Interior
eannot stop it all by himself. 1 think that
the laws of nations, the laws of history
and the laws of nature will be stronger than
even my friend the Minister of the Inter
for (Mr. Oliver).

I need not say much more on this sub
ject ; 1 simply claim that this is a subject
which imposes itself on the attention of
the people of Canada, and that before chang
ing the basis of the policy as defined last
year, before going back to the system
whichi my hon. friend (Mr, Oliver) himself
had denounced with the greatest vehemence
while & member of this House, I claim that
the least that the parliament and the people
of Canada could have expected would have
been to be informed of what the minister
contemplated, and that we should have
been consulted before such a step was taken
There is, theref no hesitation in my mind
in deciding that the motion of my hon
friend from Montmagny (Mr, A. Lavergne)
is o timely one and that it should be adopted
by this House.
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