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) Iy forget thee, O Jerusalem! let my right hand forget its cunning.’’—Ps. 137, v. 3.

SERMON,

B"Ae'.u:hed at the opening of the Syncd of
Vova Scotia and P. K. lsland, in connec-
tion with the Church of Seotland, in St.
Andrew's Church, Halifaz, on the 28th day
f June, 1865, by the Rev. Daniel McCurdy
of Wallace River and Folly Mountain,
Retiring Moderator.

“« —_
Make full proof of thy ministry.”’—2 T1M. iv. §.

hh‘ was alleged against the primitive teach
o of Christianity, by the leaders of a Jewish
:?"SOgue at Thessalonica, that they had
d the world upside down.” This ill-
theiy ed charge, viewed in a better sense than
thyy, accusers intended, contained more trath
hag error, It was their proper work, as it
to obeen the mission of their 1)ivine Master,
ﬁOn"e}‘tum the world by a peaceful revolu-
In the whole framework and spirit of
an gociety. At that stage of their ope-
walt 8 the conversion of the world was but
*ll be un.
¢arly two thousand years have now pass-
Ms:“y, leaving this great Christian enter-
ity %“l)' in progress. The Christian min-
» 0¥ which the apostleship was superse-
g, SHll falls vastly short of the ends it was
wgq ac: to accomplish. Within the meaning
Wronml e of a world-wide commission, there
l‘hd;-m for larger investments of love and
ay, Until now, «the dark places of the
The are full of the habitations of cruelts.”
Ty g mn charge of the apostle, in the text,
n.@ B regarded as a reminder to us, Fathers
Wiy, tthren, to make full proof of our
: * At such a time as this, it is well

to have our minds stirred up by way of re-
membrance to consider, first, The ends of the
Christian ministry ; and, secondly, The meuns
by which those ends shall be best promoted.

I. The conversion of sinners to ‘God is
the great object of the Christian ministry.
By this is meant that heaven-born change by
which they are brought from darkness to
light, from death to life, and from &in to ho-
liness. In this their new relationship to God
their Saviour, their position and character
are savingly affected for the present life and
the world to come, They are made-one with
their glorious Head. Their ¢ life is hid with
Christ in God.” Bound up in the bundle of
life with the Lord their God, they live by
Him, they live for Him. they live like Him};
“and when He who is their life shall appear,
they shall also appear with Him in glory.”
The conversion of one sinner shall save an
immortal * soul from death, and hide a mul-
titude of sins,” The conversion of a loat
world will be Paradise regained—an earnest
and foretaste of heaven.

It is with mankind viewed in their apiritual
relations to God as sinners that we have te
do in the exercise of our ministry. Itis te
better their condition and prepare them for
a glorious future that we have been entrusted
with the ward of reconciliation. The gospel
of Christ is the power of God unto .salvatxon.
This precious truth runs like a chain of g(')ld
through the beginnings and ends of the min-
istration of life. How offensive soever to the
self-sufficiency of men, it is, nevertheless, a
faithfal saying, that Christ came to gave sin-
ners, the chief of sinners. We do not over-
magnify our office in clajming to be known.
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and heard as Christ's representatives, His
high commissioners on earth. ¢ Now, then,
we are ambassidors for Christ, as though
God did beseech you by us; we pray you, in
Chiist’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.”

The ends of this ministry are again exem-
plified in the growth of evangelical piety. It
18 no part of the plan of grace to convert
sinners and ther leuve them, like the eggs of
the ostrich in the sands of the desert, to be
warmed into life or to perish at hap-hazard.
The good work begun must be carried for-

‘ward. The babes' must be nourished with

the pure milk of the Word. Christians of

every degree can only live and grow by con-
tinued supplies of grace for grace. It is|
much for nursing-fathers to see their spiritu- |

-al children brought to the birth. It is more |
to find them well sustained, at first with the
“ milk of the Word,” and then, as they can
bear it, with stronger food, growing into tall,
healthy and vigorous Christians.

It is another great end of the goapel min-
istry to spread and perpetuate the religion of
Jesus. This is the burden of the.great com-
mission: “ Go, teach all nations; lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the
worll.” TItis the glory of a Church to pos-
sess and empley the elements of vitality and
self-extension. Christ’s presence and power
in His Church were symbolized in the burn-
ing bush. * God is in the midst of her; she
shall not be moved; God shall help her, and
that right early.” An enlightened and pious !
ministry. vigorously sustained by the affec- |
tions, prayers, and active co-operation of |

- Christian people, cannot fail to spread and
speed the everlasting gospel to the ends of
the earth ard the latest gencrations of time.
This honor have all the saints, as co-partners
with ministers of the Word, and as valuable
aids in their blessed work.

The value of the Christian ministry cannot
be overstated. As an instrument of conver- |
sion, it has been remarkably successful in the
past. What has been, will ba. It has heen
employed in ages past to bring down the live
coal from the heavenly altar, and blessed to
kindle and keep alive the holy fires of the
heart, the closet, the family, and the house of
prayer. It has laid the foundations, broad
and deep, for a sound and healthy social
system. Generations unborn are the better,
long in advance, for the sanctified agencies
of this often lightly-esteemed institution. All
civilization, so-called, be it ever sa imposing,
that lacks this essential element of human
progress, is no better than barbarisin refined.

II. Among the means for promoting the
ends of the ministry, we find the preaching
of the Word first in order and importance.
«Tt has pleased God by the foolishness of
i‘reaching to save them that believe.” This,

is own p]an, is and must be wise and gbﬁd.
No other, no adverse scheme, can have his
approval or lasting success. ¢ Preach the

gospel; preach the preaching that I shall bid
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thee :” these are the terms, and they are not
to be altered, amended, or set aside. *

charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who shail judge the quick and the
dead at His appearing, to preach the Word.”
The inspired author of this solemn charge
was himself a noble example of its force an!

effect. He best magnified his office by know-
ing nothing but Christ crucified. His exam”
ple is warrant enough, and his marvellous
success encouragement enough, for us. That
is the preaching by way of pre-eminencé
which tells on the heart and conscience fof
the purposes of salvation. It is in beuutifu

l'accordzuce with our Redeemer’s intercessory

prayer, “Susctify them through thy tyuth;
thy word is truth.” .
The preaching of the gospel, pure and sim”
ple, is not, indeed, the short and easy way to
pulpit fame. There is much man-worship
mingled with the professed worship of the
sanctuary. 1t is one of the sad signs of the
times that the demand for the unholy fire 1¥
put forth at all; and sadder still, by far, that
the supply exceeds the demand. 'The whole
scope of the gospel is aguinst the grain O
our fallen humanity. It has so much to d0
with correction and reproof, that, to meet the
fastidiousness of many hearers, the messag®
is not seldom softened down into mere enter;
tainment. Man-worshippers are not charm
with the direct Thus saith the Lord, and the
abrupt Thou art the man: but they are de-
lighted with smaoth things ; they are in rap;
tures with beautiful nothings, well said an
soon over. Far distant is the day wheP
Satan’s kingdom shall be overturned by suc
feeble assaults. When the Old 'l'estan{e“t’
worthies, in the spirit of Ezra the Scribes
faught the battles of reformation with fh,e
best effect, they used the sword of the Spint
-—the pure Word of God. They read in the
book of the law, and gave the sense and
meaning. The weapons of onr warfare mu®
be sharpened on the tables of the law, ai
made mighty, through God, to destroy si®
the first, and death. the last enemy of
race, in the blood that cleanseth from all 8%
The apostle forewarned the young ministé’
of a time to come when men would not €8
dure sound doctrine ; when people of itchin8
ears should heap “to themseives teacher®
turning away their ears from the truth an¥.
themselves unto fables.” That time has co®®:
\We must meet it by a close reference to 0
instructions. The world appears, with !
progress of light and truth, to be grow!
scrupulously sceptical and fastidious. In th¥
arrogance of mere rasson, *‘men rush }
where angels fear to tread.” They are 008
satisfied with their own solemn trifles. ‘_m
such high priests in the temples of sci€
and at the altars cf reason-worship, it is 2%
strange that the apostles and prophets ot
sometimes treated as gubordinate standa®’l
of authority. It may yet come to this, ta8.,
closer invitation of the Master of Assembl®*

4
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Himself, in the matter and modes of pulpit
ministrations, shall be reckoned a question-
able innovation. It hecomes all faithful
standard-bearers to preach Christ crucified
with all the more earnestness and unction
than ever, and to give overwhelming proofs
of their ministry. They are the best defend-
ers of the faith once delivered to the saints,
. Who hide themselves best behind the great-
‘hess of their message, and at the feet of the
Divine Master who has sent them to proclaim
that message, and not their own winds of
octrine.

To all who love the-truth for its own sake,
there is a pleasing variety in the scriptural
modes “of preaching the pure gospel. By ne
Means can it be made more impressive than
When embodied, on the part of its teachers,
In the proprieties of a hofy living. It is there
a thing of life, “ a living epistle, known and
Tead of all men.” Thus presented, it is the

st sermon in the world.

... When the messengers of the Churches are
the glory of Christ, the progress of the gos-
Pelis a great success. The treasure is placed
‘In earthen vessels that the power may appear
.%o be of God. There is an unseen power in

e weak things of the world to confound the
Mighty. ¢ The foolishness of God is wiser

an men. The weakness of God is stronger
than men.” The truth is mighty and shall
Prevail. It is our business here and elsewhere

devise means for the training and support
an enlightened, pious and earnest minis-

Y; to search out a field for every laborer,
3d to find a laborer for every field of chris-
1o effort; and to fill all the pulpits of the

nd with “sons of thunder” and *sons of
onsolation.” This done, it is our duty to

Pra
;" labors of love in the Home and Foreign
eld may not be in vain in the Lord.
befathers and Brethren, the gospel we have
e, SOmmissioned to preach is the instru-
b:nt by which the world’s regeneration must
effected. The great hody of human soci-
g, 0ay advance, in the course of ages, in
Sive stages of enlightenment. Science
AY shed new light on the laws of matter;
gel °80ophy may achieve new triumphs in the
) 4 of intellectual speculation; and human
e Uence may address itself to men through
delir Organs : hut the message which has been
; e“Vered to us is susceptible of no improve-
f‘-ith‘;-at the hands of man. It is ours to utter
Yey, illly and profess sincerely what God has |
tua) 19 » assured that, if we do so, the effec- |
the gieteing of the Master will follow. To |
. 0:1" brow of error let us oppose the cleer |
eoumetmth, and error will be stared out of |
Weg) Tlance, and retreat from the view. The
Tiegy 1ess of faith will subdue the haughti-
M:f Presumption; the complacency of
tiop ®88 will rebuke the turbulence of pas-
Raene. . [ajesty of virtue will conquer the
wil o2 of vice; and the kingdom of Christ
Salmly and steadily advance until the

without ceasing, that our works of faith |
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whole earth shall be filled with the glory of
the Lord, and every knee shall bow and
every tongue confess to God.

To bring about this issue, let us, as minis-
ters of the Gospel, employ all the means
which God puts within our power. Let us,
in this our day, endeavor to walk in the foot-
steps of the faithful and the brave who have
goune before us, bearing aloft the banner of
the Cross, and looking unto Jesus as the au-
thor and finisher of our faith. Since our last
meeting, the Father of our Church in this
Province has been removed from all his la-
bors, and called, we may devoutly believe, to
take his place in the general assembly of the
Ghurch of the first-born. We cannot think
of the departure of that devoted minister and
missionary without having suggested to our
‘minds many noble points of Christian charac-
ter which it would be well for us to imitate.
His zeal for the interests of religion was fer-
vent and pure, 80 that while it was associated
with a singularly strong attachment to the
Church of Scotland, there was in it no alloy
«of bitterness towards any other denomination
of Christians. He was the last and not the
least of a little patriarchal band whe stood
firm at their post in times of temptation and
trial; and before he departed, he had the joy
of beholding around him the increasing fruits
of his long and loving labors. Let us make
full proof of our ministry by abounding in all
good words and works. and continuing faith-
ful to the end. Our work and our reward
are before us; “and thev that be wise shall
shine as the brightness of the firmament ; and
they that turn many to righteousness, as the
stars for ever and ever.” AMEN.

—_—

Reply to ‘‘A. P.,”” on the TUse of
Instrumental Aid in Public Praise.

. ( Continued. )

I TNk I have already sufficiently shewn
that the statement, were it true, that instru-
mental music formed a part of, and was in-
terwoven with, the whole worship of the Jew-
ish Church, would furnish no warrant for us
unless it could be shewn that the New Testa-
ment, by express, or at least implied sanction,
recognized it. In reference to this I made
no sweeping assertions. I merely stated the
fact #hat both the judicial and ceremonial
laws ceased, as laws, with the termination of
the Jewish commonwealth. As this fact can-
not be disputed, it clearly follows that, if any
contend for the continued obligation of any
particular peculiar to these laws or that dis-
Pensation, he must be prepared to shew that
obligation, not by appealing to Jewish or
Mosaic laws, or to the Jewish dispensation,
whighshave passed. The appeal must be to
the dvapensation that has succeeded and ia
now in force. This holds true of all the gb.
Servantes which arose under that dispensa-
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tion and wers peculiar to it. I need not en-
quire to what extent the statement may be
yeceived which asserts that a large part of the
Mosaic law is still binding upon us. Allow-
ing the statement to its fullest extent, it
would not in the least affect the argument.
If a large part is still binding, it is so binding
not because it was Jewish, nor because it ex-
irted under and was sanctioned by the Jewish
dispensation, hut because it has been embo-
died in and recognized by the New Testa-
ment. I need not explain that this has no

reference to the moral law, which is un-!

ehangeable in its nature, and ever binding.
However important musical instruments may
be, no one would attempt to draw their sanc-
tion from that:law, or place the obligation to
-employ them in the list of moral duties; but
it does not therefore follow that the use of
-them would be tmmoral. There were, and
-are still, such things as positive enactments
snd the obligations arising from them.
‘The position which I have thus laid down
-does not in the least endanger the validity of
the Sabbath,Infant Baptism, or the duty of
rendering praise to God. These obligations
rest on an entirely different foundation from
-that which ecan be claimed for instrumental
.music. In.reference to the Sabbath, I think
-that has already been abhundantly shewn.
Long prior-to the days of Moses, the Sabbath
was established by divine sanction. The ar-
gument for the Sabbath and for instrumental
worship are not * like,” but most unlike. The
one rests on the firm basis of eternal truth;
the other somewhere in space. There can
be ne dispute about the fact that before the
Mosaic times, instrumental music in religious
worship had, so far as we read, no more of a
divine sanction than polygamy. This illus-
-tration has been objected to; butin the sense
~in which I used it, I do' ot see where the
objection lies. I was not considering the
merits or demerits of either, but simply the
divine sanction; and-in reference to that, the
-case cited is in ;l)oint, and will hold good.
.Regarding Infant Baptism, the argument for
. the Sabhath is equally applicable. 'he Church
membership of infants, and its seal, were es-
tablished prior to.the Mosaic economy, and
rested on the unchangeable foundation of the
-covenant made with Abrabam. And the
same Church membership and its new seal
are clearly ratified under the Christian dis-
pensation. So eatirely and widely dsferent
*is the position of instruments in divine wor-
ship, tkat we can find no sanction for such,
either prior to or in the Mosaic economy ;
and in the records of the new dispensation,
the search for such a sanction is utterly in
vain, In my last communication, I think I
succeeded in shewing that the occasions on
which we find instrumental music employed
.among the Jews, were very different fryu the
position occupied by the Christian as./étably
‘when met in the sacred courts of God’s own
Jouse, Down to the building of the first
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temple, the case admits of no dispute. When
the temple was erected, there were men ap-
pointed for its service, with musical instru-
ments. This, we are expressiy told. But,
whether that service was similar to our sanc-
tuary worship, may be seriously guestioned.
The information given regarding it is very
limited and very obscure. and the only way,
so far as I can see, that we can form an ides
of what that service was, and when and bhow
these musicians employed their instruments,
is, by ascertaining, from subsequent periods,
how such instruments were used, and en
| what occasions. Now, so far as I know,
| there is not one case specified, in which in-
struments were employed, that bears mueh
resemblance to our sanctuary worship.
Without one exception, they were occasioas
of rejoicing and gladness, and had reference
to some déliverance or victory, or some great
national event. I never meant to say thet
the few cases specified were the only ones in
which instruments of music were used, nor
that so many individuals were appointed for 2
few solitary cases; but I did mean to ssy
that we might reasonably infer from the cases,
the particulars of which are given, and theee
extending over 00 years, how the instruments
were used in the eases which are not specified.
From Miriam to David, the harp and the
timbrel were heard only in seasons of rejoie-
ingand triumph, and every case specified in the
days of David, Solomon, and down to thelast
sounds of the harp, in the days of Nehemiah,
the occasions were of a similar nature.
employed otherwise, it is a fact whieh the
Bible ‘does not reveai. According to thi¢
view, we can find a good deal of work for the
‘musicians. There were the three great ns"
‘tional feasts, at which the tribes asserabled t@
Jerusalem, and where they remained for sevé”
ral days. - These were seasons of great rejoic
ing. There were, besides, several other
feasts —the feast of the new moon, and others-
All these were seasons of gladness; and, ¥
addition to this, there were the celebrations of
victories and anniversaries. To what extes®
these things might occupy the musicians, ¥°
cannot pretend to say; but, that a considé”
rable part of the service was of this charactef”
there can be no doubt. There are two fac#
which we do know. One is, that, in all ses”
-sous of rejoicing, the Jews employed instr®
mental music, and generally dancing, a8 &
accompaniment. The other fact is, that, in
seasons of calamity and grief, they did 1°
employ either the tabret or the harp.
captives, in Babylon, left their harps on
willows. Then, it was a time of sorro¥’
The same thing is confirmed when we t0%
to the Psalms. Those in which referencé
made to the harp or the organ, are odes ¢
triumph, to celebrate some great deliver p
or in anticipation of such deliverance, *
when, in exulting strains, as in the last %
all created things are invited to praise’
Divine King. in the penitentiaf) Paal®®
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where the smitten heart gives expression to
its griefs, there is no allusiun to instrumental
music. The reader may examine this for
himself. The captives could not employ the
harp. It huag on tie willows beside them.
Why? FBecause it was not to them a season
of gladness. But was their grief more inteuse
and bitier than his who mourns for his sins ?
Was not David’s grief, when he wrote the 51st
Psalm, and several of the others, as heavy,
at least. as that of the exiles by the streams
of Babel? DBut if so, he could not employ his
harp, much as he loved it; andif, among the
wultitudes who worshipped at the temple,
there were many who felt the burcent of their
sins and mourned over it, it is certain the
sounds of the harp would not accord with
their feelings. We read, in Eazra, when the
returned captives laid the foundation of the
temple, that those who had not secn the first
‘temple, in its glory, shouted, and played en
‘musical instruments, for they were very joyful ;
‘but the aged, who remembered the former
-temple, were sad and in grief at the contrast,
-and how did theyact® Did they take partin
. the rejoicings, and did they seem to enjoy the
‘sounds of the cymbal and. the harp? No.
They wept with a loud voice. The noise of
the weeping was so loud, that the shouts of
JO{ and the music could not be heard. From
all this, it is evident that musical instruments
Wwere adapted only for certain occasions, and
®ertdin states of miud; and, need I say that
these occasions and states of mind are not
those which constitute the ordinary condition
of the Church, in this world of sin and sor-
Yow. The children of God, while here, are
Detter acquainted with grief than with rejoic-
.‘“ifiand triumph ; and as the case is now, I
believe it was then and always. I stated in
My last, that after the return from Babylon,
¥e find no mention of instrumental music
Subsequent to the dedication of the walls of
®rusalem, in the days of Nehewiah. This
Matement js met by the fact that the Old
ettament history ends there. It is true the
hi Testament history ends, but the Jewish
18tory does not end there. We have a his-
i&'y which, although not an inspired record,
.“:llllow.ed by all to be, for the most part,
ve lentic and worthy of credit, and it gives a
ofr) c'lrcums_t%ntxal account of the Jews, and
bet'he“ cond{txon and doings; and we have,
b :‘des that, in the New Testament, the same
tory resumed, and extended over from
Ween thirty and forty years. The service
but e temple is speken of repeatedly there,
it do not find one solitary allusion to
lign.owents of music.
k&e-d their proises in the temple, and the
; ell recordgd by the Spirit of Inspiration.
'ilenze“pn given in my former letter for this
"‘euoe' 18, I think, correct. For a similar
hlndlu' the captives in Babylon could not

e the harp, Now, it is difficult for
0 bg; rp.  Now, it is difficult me
in;.}l 1eve that a mode of worship suitable

OF oertain ocoasions, and these oceasions
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very rare in the experience of (Jod’s people,
whether under the old or new dispensation,
was at any time that mode by which the con-
'trite and pious, hesrt was directed to give
utierance to its feelings. It might do for
those who were joyful and merry, but we see
that the mourners in Zion could uot take part
init. Musical instruments had no connec-
i tion with what at all resemsbled our sanctuary
worship, until the erection of the first temple,
aud the cases mentioned, duriug that peglod,
form no exception to what we find was their
use from the days of Miriam ; but whatever
the service which employed them during the
first temple, at the fall of that temple the
service ended, and was not, so far as known
to us, resumed again. But the service ef
Praise, I believe, existed from the beginning.
To praisec God is a moral duty, and that

raise was ever rendered by His people. It
18 as natural for the renewed heart to praise,
as it-is to pray to God. Alike, they are the
brenthings of the living soul. I believe that
Abel, and every saint from his day, rendered
})raise; and whatever was the mode, it must
have been by divine direction. But, in the
worship of these eminent patriarchs, there
never mingled the sound of an instrument.
The Church existed and praised God for a
thousand years, if not more, before Jubal in-
vented the harp. The father, Lamech, was
the first polygamist, and the son Jubal was
the father of ull that handle the harp and the
organ, and both were the children of the first
man accursed from the earth. The origin of
the thing is certainly not much to be proud
of. 1 mention this merely to shew that not
only is it certain the Church previously hed
no knowledge of instrumer.s 1n worship, but
that owing to the fact that the invention be-
longed to the godless family of Cain, it is
equally certain that, in the subsequent period,
| during the days of the patriarchs, it could
i not have been introduced. What are, then,
: the facts regarding the ancient Chureh, in-
cluding under that term the Church from its
first establishment? Instead of instrumental
worship being the rule, we can scarcely find
for it the place of an exception. But very
little indeed can be found to countenance the
organ. For the first sixteen hundred years,
it is certain the Church had none. For the
next eight hundred years, and until the days
of Miriam, there is no allusion to any thing
of the kind. During the  subsequent five
‘hundred years to the building of the temple,
we find musical instruments mentioned, but
it is, in every case, in connection with joyous
and great events. For only four hundred
and twelve vears,—that is, during the exist-
ence of Solomon’s temple,—do we read of
musical instruments in religious service, and
that that service can be taken a8 a model for
our simple Christian and spiritual worship, is
more than the advocates of the organ cen
ever prove. From the fall of that temple te
the elose of the Fewish commenwealth, & pe-
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riod of over six hundred years, there is utter |
silence regarding the harp. Thus it seems,
if we must appeal to the ancient Church, the
organ will not gain much by it. During four
thousand years, the most zealous of its
friends can claim for it only about four hun-
dred and twelve; and even during these
years, as I have already shewn, its claims are
Very obrcure and doubtful. It was only fitted
to the condition of such as were rejoicing and |
could dance. The broken-hearted, the poor
in spirlt, and the sorrowing, could take no
part in it. Regarding the two passages which
Intimate a divine sanction for instruments, I
stated in my last-that the reading of these is
disputed. I made no attempt to change read-
ings to suit my views. Istated the simple
fact, and the truth of God can never suffer
from stating the truth. It is a truth that
these readings are disputed. As a general
rule, I think it improper to be too ready to
bring forward different readings, but these
are exceptions to this rule, and in no case
can that be more clearly so than when, in
controversy, an important superstructure is
‘built on a certain reading. If that reading
‘is a disputed one, the dispute must be first
dealt with and set at rest before the reading
in question can be laid down as a sure foun-
dation. But these * two passages are only a
portion of many,” proving the same thing.
1t is true there are many passages which shew
that instruments were used on certain ocea-

sions, but these two passages are the only |

ones that can, so far as I remember, be cited
to prove a divine sanction. [The language
‘found in the Psalms, wheve Darvid calls for
praises from the harp, is sufficiently explained
by the fact that, in similar terms, he calls
‘upon the fire and hail, the dragons and every
deep, to render praise. The reference to the
‘words of Ames deserved, 1 think, more con-
pideration than it has received. True, it con-
~demns spiritual coldness, and, in addition to
‘that, it shews what are the fruits of that
coldness, and condemns them. ¢ At ease in
Zion” represents spiritual coldness, and thén
follows the desires and doings of those who
are thus at ease. Their hearts are set on
luxury and the indulgence of appetite. They
Jie on heds of ivory,and drink wine in howls,
and, to regale the ear, they invent musical
inatruments, like David. A aimilar descrip-
tion will be found in the Book of Joh, 21st
.ehapter. I think T have thus shewn that the
Jarge claime made hy the advaeates of insgtrn-
mental worship on the ancient Chureh, ean.
not te suntairea; and that if they rest their
theory on the 0ld Testament, all the support
‘they ean get will not secure a nafe foundation,

T will now briefly engnire what the New
Testament reveals. The onlv passage that I
“have seen quoted from it. in favor of instru-
Ments, is that which represents the redeemed
aa ginging the praises ofGod' on gilden hirps,

rom the scene there deseribed, I du not see

‘how any man could conceive the idea of form-
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ing an argument in favor of the organ in the
Chureh on earth. Tke phraseology in this
scene is eminently Jewish, and to the Jewish
mind there was a peculiar force and beauty
in the descriptian thus figuratively given.
The redeemed have enme Ant of great tribu-
lation. They were engaged in a long and
terrible conflict. They fonght the goad fight.
They have finished their course, The enemy
is vanquished and the vietery is secured, and
now theyv are entered on their rest and the
evjoyment of their glorions and everlasting
trinmph. Tgthe Jews, who were accustomed
to see *he victor, when returning in triumph,
celebrate his victory with the timbrel and the
harp, there was a meaning in this figurative
language which conveyed the most impressive
and glorious truth. It represented ‘victory,
triumph, security, peace, rest and joy, But,
while the advocates for instruments in the
solemn worship of God may as well not ap-
proach that glorious scene, there is another
scene described in the same Apocalypse which
might he profitable for them to pause nver
for a little. 'This will be found in Revels-
tions, 18th chapter and 22nd verse. There
will be seen there a Church. very unlike the |
Charch of the redeemed, and very passion-
ately fond of the harp and the organ.  Of her
it may be affirmed, with truth, that instru-
mental music is interwoven with her whole
worship. T think it will be admitted that,
whatever the mode by which the apostles and
their fellow-christians sang their hymns of
praise, it was a mode which they found in use
and to which they were aceustomed. Neae-
der says: *Singing also passed from the
Jewish Church into the Christian Church.”
‘The account given of their praises forbids
any other opinion. They required no diree-
tions. No questions were asked. The whole
anpeared natural and easy, and gives un-’
doubted evidence of early training. On the
night of Christ’s hetrayal. He and His disci-
ples sang an hymn. Paul and Silas sang
praises in the pricon. It was a part of their
regular worship when they met, and they were
commanded ta sing with psalms and hymn#
and epiritual songs, singing and  making
melody in their hearts 1o the Lord. And
whea thus singing, the mode was the same
with that of Christ Himself and His disciplety
and of Paul and Silas at Philippi.  With this
mode, we, too, may be satisfied, nor on anch
an exampie can it be safe to improve, The
advoeates for the argan cannot approach the
New ‘Testament for support. All that the
utmest ingenuity can do is to assume that
the orgnn was employed, and that perhaph
some of the tpostles may have heen player®
on the harp. Something like this, it in saiCs
may be assumed, unless we can prove the
con'trary. The organ occupies, in this ré
afect, s*solitary positinn. Every other the”
ory can get, in the opinion of its advocate®,
some passage, if not passages, to favor i
the organ, none. The advocate tor Slayery
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tan holdly turn over the sacred pages of the
ew as well as the 0!d Testament, and tell
{?u that his views are supported there. The
niversalist can pick out passages which he
will essert are on his side. The Unitarian
¢an do the sams. The priest of Rome can
Prove Transubstautiation by sayine * This ia
my hedy.” and, in proof of his middle state,
e will quote, *“ He went and preached to the
¥pirits in prison.” ‘The Arminian will go to
the New Testament in proof of his * Entire
®anctification,” &ec. ‘he Baptist will Gnd
ipping there. And all tire ather small her-
®tics make bold to follow. liven the wretch-
ed Mormean will quote from the New Testa-
Ment, The Organist alore appears te shy
off when that Book is opened. I would be
ar indeed from wishing to be understood as
esiring 1o place the organist on a level with
the ahove. 1 mean nothing of the kind. 1
Werely state the fact ; and while that fact re-
Maing,—and it will remain until the New
Testament will say something decidedly, how-
¢ver little, in favor of instruments,—we most
"ot he charged with ignorar.ce or bigotry for
XPressing our intention to refuse the invita-
!‘°n to enter on paths unknown to our
athers and to the records of our Christian
8pensation. In harmony with the view
‘e given, of the service of praise in
postolic times, is the history of the early
~hristian  Church. They sang th2 Psalms
N David, and, frequently, hymns of praise
b“d thanks to God and Chiist. The cele-
1;“9(1 Pliny, proconsul of Bithynia, writes
th the Emperor, early in the second century,
8t the Christians were accustomed to meet
Bether, on a certain day, Sunday, and that
a Y fang together a hymn of praise to Christ,
% Gog. Tertullian, at a later date, when
f:l'l"il]ing their feasts of charity, gives the
o O%ing account :—* The supper being end-
in-',llghts are brought in, and every one is
Vited to sing, either from Holy Seripture,
fom the prompting of his own spirit, some

::“‘8 of praise to God, for the common edifi-
on”" I copy the fullowing from the

R"’{Phlet lately referred to in the Record :—
A lddle, an Episcepalian writer on Church
" 'quities, says:—* The orthodox falh'ers
p.:;‘%ly. recommend the use of Darvid's
Ving s, in preference to the new and enthu-
tie effusions of the sectarians of their dair.’ ”
g™ the whole congregation joined in plain
chils' irgham says :—* Men, women and
Yoie Ten united, with one month and one
Thi:' In singing Psalms and praises to God.”
ties 'as the most ancient and general prac-
' tll ‘the way of alternate singing was

cop BU into the Church.  St. Chrysostom,
Mya 2ring the Apostolic times with his own,
ang o Anciently, they all’ met together,
livgq ™! sang in common.” Flavian, who
Naty 8bout 350, was the author of the alter-
' n'." of singing, and Lingard says :—
\,“itunes passed bhefore the improvement
Mroduced of dividing the ringers into

choirs, who should alternately answer each
other.” The practice of alternate singing, or
chanting of Psalms, was thus an innovation
of the 4th century, and it was, by no means,
wniversally aeceptable. Bingham says:—
“ The elergy of New Cesarea were such ad-
mirers of the eld rule (that of plain singirg,)
that when St. Basil had introduced the alter-
nate way into his own Church, thev were
oftended at it, and ohjected against him, that
it was not «o in the davs of Gregory the
Greal.” The writer adds:—* Our present
practice, in this rerpect, is in perfect aceord-
ance with that >f the early Church, for hun-
dreds of years. The Church of Scotland
agrees also with the primitive Chareh, in not
employing iustrumental musie in public wor-
ship. They who ohject to organs have, at
least, this to say for their opinions. that there
were no organs in the Caoristian Church for
ages,—that, when introduced, they were
atrongly ohjected to, and that, from all the
Eastern Churchen, they are still excluded.”
The above facts are very important. We find,
in the history of the Church. that, very eurly,
greatattention was given to the improvament
of Church Psalmody. In the seventh cen-
tury, we see Gregory the Great, a Pope of
Rome, and one of the heat of them, devoting
his energies to this work., As late as the
beginning of the ninth century, the chair was
pointed out in which Gregory was wont to sit
when he presided over the class of bovs re-
ceived into the school of singers.  Before this
time, choirs and chanting were introduced
into some chiurches, and against the innova-
tion many of the most eminent bishops
strongly protested. Among these, Agoband,
Arthbishop of Lyons, took a prominent part.
He was oppored to the artificial character of
the Church music. He would prefer the plain
old way, when men, women and children all
sang, with one mouth and one voice, the
praises of God. Buat the spirit of innovation
was abroad. Artistic praise, the chanting
and the choir engaged the attention of
bishops and princes. 'The king of France,
Pipin, who ascended the throne by treason
and by the help of the Pope, devoted great
atteition to this. In his time, it seems the
style of singing in the Church of France was
much inferior to that of Rome. He desired
to have it improved after the Roman model,
Aboat this time, the middle of the eighth cen-
tury, the organ was first introduced into the
Church, and that same Pipin had the horour
of inttoducing it. It happened in this way :
The Eastern Emperor made him a present of
an organ—a very fine, one, of course—and,
being much pleased with its melody, he
thought it would be an jmprovement on the
Church singing, and had it accordingly set up
in the’ Church. Under this stimulus, the
French singers improved so muon, that Rome
was willing to take lessons from them.
Ahout a century later, Pope John sent to the
Church at Treysingen to obtain an organ and
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a skiiful organist. This took place about the | us. These native agents are to be paid by us
middle of the ninth century, From Rome, | reports of their labours to be sent regularly
the organ found its wav s far and wide as | to us, and thus we shall be doing something,
the influence of the Pope extended. The!|and atthe same time be committing ourselves
Greek Cnurch, which never acknowledged the : to the work. We have resolved to engage

Pope, never admitted instrumental music iuto !
the Church. 1f the organ is a good thing,
we are certainly indebted to Rome for it.

1 bave now discharged what I felt to be a
duty. I heve stated my oljections to the |
Seriptural authority claimed for the organ in
the worship of God. 'The reader may receive |
or reject the views I have expressed.  Let’
him Judge for himself. T have not particu- |
Jur)y moticed ™ A. PP last articie, nor-do I
intend doing it. T will ouly say of ir, that.
it must have been written under too muchf
excitement, and that, thioughout, itis very
unlike the writer. The eriticisin on my argu- !

' the pleneers, and now when a missionary
comes forward, he will feel that he is not to

.enter on a field wholly strange and wild.

Mr. Geddie's address to the Synod was char-
acterized by that clearness and ‘quiet power
which belong to true eloquence. He wastes
no words on trifles, he is never difluse, but
goes straight to the point, saying in unmis-
takeable language what he has to say.
The members of Court were deeply aflected,
and Mr.  McMillan especially spoke with
much feeling, and even intimated that he was
much exercised in his own mind as to whe-
ther it was his duty to offer himself for the

ments 1 leave to the reader, who may. if ' work. May God raise up men to carry out
he thinks it wortk while to take the trouble, | the standard from us, to set it up in the dis-
judge, hy referring to my articles, how far | tant islands of thesea! Let us pray more
that criticisw is fair and just. ¢ A. P.” is! earnestly to the Lord of the harvest, and we
porfectly justifiad in defending his views, | cannot be left without an answer.

while he is satisfied they are righit ; but,in bis |  Anothier most important subject that occu-
Jast artiele, the manner of doing it was| pied the attention of the Court, was the ques-

rather ficted to defeut the object in'view.
A, ML

—Q e

The Meeting of Synod. :
WE have had a very pleasant meeting of |
‘Synod. Though not quite so largely attend- |
"ed as last year, it was a respectable represen- |
tation of the Church. If the elders of such |
‘large and important congregations as Pictou, 1
New Glasgow, Charlottetown, Gairloch, and !
Saltsprings, &c., were absent from their posts,
‘it was all the more creditable to the small
congregations of Truro, River Johif, Wallace
River, and others, that they were represented :
by the lay as well as by the clerical clement. |
‘We had also to deplore the absence of old
valued members like Messrs. McLean and
McKay. The Prince Edward Isiand Pres-
bytery appeared in the person of Mr. Duncan,
and Cape Breton sent us only Mr. Brodie.
The minister of St.Johu’s, Newfoundland,
was, as usual, absent, and- there was no col-
lection reported from that quarter. In all,
twenty-six members were Y‘resent, including
Mr. Ogg of New Brunswick, who discharged
the duties of corresponding member with a
‘courtesy, diligence, and ability that gained
for him golden opinons f.rom all.

Besides the usual routine business, several
important matters had to be discussed, and
practical mecasures were adopted with refer-
ence to one or two of thode. In the first place,
we have fairly started the Foreign Mission,
and a collection for it has at last been enjoin-
<d. A special Islandis to'be selected, on which
native agents appointed by Mr. Geddie are to
labour, in order that they may prepare the
xround for the European or Amerisan mis-

sionary, whom, we trust, God will yet send to

| tion of a Divinity Hall. It was felt that it was
i of little use for us as a Church to give to young
: men preparing for the ministry instructions
i in Arts in Dalhousie College, uriless we were
ﬁrepared to take them up at the end of their

iterary course, and enable them to_study
Theology in a separate institution. No eu-
dowment would be required for this purpose.
An annual collection from the congregations
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, in ad-
dition to the grant that the Colonial Com-
mittee would undoubtedly give, would be
quite sufficient. From -the general tone ¢
the speaking on this point, it could easily be
inferred that a feasible pian would be laid
before the next meeting of Syhod, and that
it would be received and at once acted upon:
Such a native ministry would soon lengthen
the cords of our Church in the Lower Pro-
vinces, and the sooner such an institution i#
put into operation the better. By no other
means can a Church increase, or ‘even exist
anywhere, save as an exotic.

1 the report on the Young Men’s Schemes
the pleasing intelligence was communicated,
that we were to reap now some further fruit.
from it, inasmuch as the Rev. John McMillas -
had been lately licensed in Canada, and had-
just arrived, to labour in his native Province-

is Bervices are to be at the disposal of the
Presbytery of Halifax, in the meantime, 3¢
they are most needed in that quarter. Mr-
McMillan, we are confident, will prove to be’
an accession to our strength, of much valués -
for he comes to us biglly distinguished as #
scholar and a missionary. Itis deeply **
be regretted that Mr McQuarrie, the eompa®-
ion of Mr. McMillan, has been obliged to r€; -
linquish the idea he has so long entertained,
of the ministry of the Gospel, on account of
bronohial affection, whish medical men hav¢”
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uénured him will incapacitate him from public
speaking. Mr. McQuarrie, in the most hon-
eurable manner, at once signified his inten-
tion of repaying to the Scheme all that he
ad received from it, only asking that he
should be allowed to repay it in the same
§radual way in which it had been received.
“The great cause of complaint at the Synod
this year was that so many congregations
had neglected to make the collections enjoin-
ed, and that therefore all our schemes were
in a low financial state. Such conduct must
Prove ruinous, for willing congregations will |
Aot sufler much longer the grievous inequal- |
ity of burden under which they now struggle.
ow can ministers, sessions, or people excuse
themselves from the support of the general
urdens of the Church, on the plea of local
difficulties or peculiarities, when it must be
well known that every congregation hes its
Own trials, debts, and troubles, and that there-
ore guch & plea could serve all, and resolve
Usinto independency at once. Those schemes
¥ere agreed on by all as essential to the be-
lng or well-being of the Church; the end of
em cannot be attained except by united,
armonious action, and it is most selfish and
®uel for any to forget or forswear thie broth-
¢rly covenant, and to save himself at the ex-
nse of others. The most stringent mea-
Wres must be adopted towards defaulting
¢ongregations, or we must renounce general
‘chemes, and the name of Presbyterians al-
f°8ether. It is unpleasant to name particu-
A congregations, but we beg the readers of
the Recorga to read the Treasurer's Accounts
Ad to «mark” for themselves the places
Smitted, and then to ask if such neglect of
O“Es consistent with ‘Baptism or Elder or

Tdination vows.
he Cape Breton Mission was brought be-
the Synod in a clear and eloquent man-
Mr. Brodie. There is cause for re-
s"t that there was no other Gaelic missionary
"0 oould be sent at once to that interesting
n:. d; but we learn that the Colonial Com-
:ttee have securfed the services of one who
;il §0bably be sent, and next year we ex-
“'t . Fraser from Scotland, one of our
th ng:.unﬁmen, whose Gaelic was learned on
Q°’ t River of Pictou. Qur mission to
tl{?e Breton has given occasion to some of
& United Presbyterians to indulge in a
c,:’d deal of unreasonable clamour, and
w’ﬁ“ of  the gravest kind have been freely
nwe against our ministers, though proof has
be.t::en offered in a single case. hat can
with se-of such acrimany, or is it an axiom
.e":“l' brethren that Cape Breton is a pre-
- of theirs, not to be entered upon by

fore

R-any-aceount? They are increasing the

u f

I:?dber of their minist‘exys there. Dr..Mec-

We g, 38Ures his Synod that more labourers ‘
*Hill needed. Why, then, may we not take !

P“’pll'n the good work, especially when the

‘inige axe anxious to have services from our

tera | e answer of our hrethren sub.
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stantially is, “Oh we represent common
Presbyterianism, while you represent only a
single Church or sect”—a convenient line of
argument, certainly, which might just as easily
be reversed, and therefore our brethren had
better banish it from their minds, or there
can be little use in “ fraternal greetings.”

An interesting discussion took place on
Sabbath Sehools, which brought to light the
fact that those valuavle nurseries of the
Church in almost every district of the coun-
try were not denominctional, but * mixed,”
i. e., taught and attended by persons of all
the various bodies of Christians living in
each settlement. Hence the difficulty of any
one denomination taking the matter in handy
of appointing a committee to superintend, te
gather statisties, to issue a scheme of lessons,
or in fact to do anything that would not be
misunderstood. Perhaps a conjoint action
of the Churches may arise out of a state of
affairs 8o peculiar, and, let us add, so desirable.

"The Report on the Home Missiox pointed
out that wﬁerez\s congregations were expected
to make the enjoined collections in aid of the
Synodical Fund, and to raise, by any other
means, as much as possible for the support of
weak congregetions and stations within the -
bounds of their own Presbytery, there was no
return for either purpose from not a few of eur
most important places. The Home Mission
Board is to go into this matter more fully
at the next 8ynod, and every defaulting con-
gregation must then expect something more
than severe criticism.

On_the whole, the last meeting of the
Synod was all that could be desired, as far as
the importance and practical utility of the mea-
sures discussed, and the Christian zeal and
harmony of all the members present, were
concerned. Next year we meet at New Glas-
gow, and on the last Tuesday, instead of the
last Wednesday of June, that the sermox
may be preached and the court constituted
on the Tuesday evening, so that business
may be proceeded with at once on'the Wed-
nesday forenoon. For five successive years
we have met at the same places as the sister
Synod. Now, as they are to unite with the
Free Church of Néw Brunswick, we diverge,
and it may be years before we again meet in
the same town. But, present or absent, we
wish them well, and we pray for peace. As
for'our own dear Church, God’s blessing in
upen her, and wé must be true to her. Im
these Lower Provinces we have not numeri-
cal strength, but nevertheless we are strong:

G. M. @.

e () e

Instrumental Music in Churches.

MR. EpiTor:—

Tnrre has lately heen a great deal said on
instruniental aid in public praise, in the Record
of the Chureh, I did intend a pivce for inser.:
tion in March number, but, owing to cireum:




130

stances, the communication did not appear.
The fieid being occupied since, and much hav-
ing been waid by others that 1 had to say,
and the Record being the Church organ, I
ask the privilege of being heard in it, on the
subject, as it presently stands. The field is
an open oue, a8 appears from last number.
The advocates of instrumental aid in public
praise tell us that the expression of an opinion
doee not necessariiv change any practice, In
one sense that ix true, but no thauks are due
to them for that. It has the tendency to do
#0; and the advocates are not true 1o what
they say, unless they would wish the change
—a change that would deprive us of a privi-
lege we hold dear,—the mode in that part of
Divine worship baving been handed down
unto us by our forefathers, we also believing
the same to be the most seriptural way, un-
der the new and glorious dispersation of the
Spirit.  Tne glorious Head of the Church,
when about to leave His disciples (the infant
Church), instituted the practice of singing.
and led the exampie on the must solemn oc-
casion which ever happened on earth, On
that occasion, He was taking down the Jewish
Temple. stone by stone, until every particle of
it fell, and its laws lost their force to command
obedience in the performance of anything
that was typical. Christ said that IIe was
the Temple and Law-giver, and I believe the
advocates of singing, distinct from any instru-
ment, need not he ashamed of their position.
They have a mighty rock to rest unon—
Christ’s institution and practice—a rock too
weighty to be moved or shattered. 1 main-
tain that, inleading the exampie, He institut-
ed the practice, rnd every follower ot His
should glory in advocating the same,—there
beiug, also, so mary texts of Scripture men-
tioning the practice by the inspired Apostles.
So that is our rock to appeal to—Carist and
His Apostles. That is my law and testimony
to resort unto. Whatever we can say, we

have such authority on our side, while the-

organ advocates have not the smallest shadow
of support in the New Testament, nor even
in the Jewish services mentioned before the
new dispensation was instituted. Some will
say that the infant Church was only a perse-
cuted band, and could not carry an organ
with them. 1 say that, though their number
was small, and they were serely persecuted,
God did not allow Satan, through his instru-
ments, to restrain them from teaching or ex-
ample, in anything .heneﬁclal to the Church.
That was their mission—to teach and observe
all that He commanded unto them ; and He
promised to be with them alway. 1 only
draw from this, that, if their position would
not allow them to carry about an instrunvent
to make their devotions in full, that would
fead to doubt, in the same way, in mora es-
sential thinga, which would make the latter
worse than the former. 1 don’tsay that they
ordered choirs, but when airging was to he
performed, it was without the aid of ary in-
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strument, and they told us to follow ‘them as
long as they followed their Master. It ap-
pears that, during that long pericd trom
Malachi to John the Baptis'. musicand «ing-
ing died away. Not a word, from the first
ment:on of John the Baprist until the ascen-
sion of cur Saviour, accurs to the effect that
inatrumenis were used in the Jewish Church.
That goes strong to prove that the practice
died of its own accord. It was only a heathen
practice, brought inta the Jewish worship, .
and allowed by the Lord, rather than com-
manded. It is believed, when this law wan
changed, rll the observances were also chang-
ed,—the parts commanded, and anything
allowed, aund wot clearly commanded, eould
| hardly be proved to be hinding. Ibelieve they
all vanished away, as to the modes ot their
performance. They were but shadows and
types of hetter things which Christ brought
in, If that which was done away with was
glorious, much more that which we have, I
believe a great portion of the acceptable
piaise (which must be made) is given from
the heart, by persons not qualified or alie to
raise their voices, in singing, as some can do;
bui these that have voices, let them get them
trained, and, with the aid of the Spirit, they
can sing in such a way that we should not
wish more melodious music in the sanctuary.
I believe we should use, in God’s worship,
anly the hodily powers God has given us for
that purpose. Al I will say on this su)ject
at present, if my coramunication be counted
worthy of natice, is that I will be expecting the
s:ame treatment as the rest on the same side of -
the story. If so, they must lash me standing in
my own boots. I do not wish the dead, nor -
even the living, to be lashed for me. The
desd cannot answer for themselves, and, per- -
haps, nome of the living 'w.ll rather not, but
leave the Church to judge between parties.
I would think more of sume of those who
thus speak comcerning the dead, if they felt
that they would, above ail things, live their
lifo and die their death, rather than charge
them with ignorance, if they happened to dif-
fer from tiicm on some things. It is not
prudent to manifest too much self-wisdom,
.and is almost like those assuming the position
of infallibility, and judging every person in
error but themaeives, Paul says that, if any
man think himself too wise, he has more to
learn yet. It would rather hecome the ser-
vants of the Lord to breathe more uf the spirit
of their Master, when commenting on their
brethren and friends in the Lord, even if ex-
pressing & contrary opinion on any of those
things that are non-essential.

The * ignorant” Highlander, it has been
said, was summoned into the field of battle.
No doubt, we are sometimes apt to be tod
hasty, and the want of high education pre-
Yents us from expressing our reasons as well
as same others, but let us hope that we are
not left destitute of religious feeling, nor ¢
common sense. WiLriam McLzov.

Cnslow, July, 1865.
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‘MINUTES OF SYNOD.

FIRST DIET.

St. Andrew’s’ Church,

. Halifuzx, June 28,1863.
.. The Synod of Nova Scotiz and P. E. Island
M connection with the Caurch of Scotland,
Wet, after sermon by the retiring Moderator
~the Rev. Daniel McCurdy of Wallace River
:“d Folly Mountain—from 2 Timothv iv. 5,
. Make full proof of thy ministry,” and was
Conatituted.

.Thc Roll of Synod having been made up,
%48 found to contain the names of thirty-eight
Binisters and elders, of whom twenty-six
'!_re present,

. .The Rev. George Monroe Grant, M. A,
Winister of St. Matthew’s Church, Halifax,
. ':a unanimously chosen Moderator for the
ar,
) The thanks of the Synod were unanimous-
Yaccorded Lo the Rev. Daniel McCurdy, the
._'e“{’ing Moderator, for his conduct in the
hair, and for the able and apyropriate ser-
Mon preached this torenoon, which the Synod

JManimously requested should be published:

n the Monthly Record. |
he Rev. Cuarles S. Ogg, minister of St.
.&f‘drew’s Church, Chatham, produced a com-
ission from the Synod of New Brunawick,
M correspondent from that Svnod, which
¥&8' sustained, and the name of Mr. O2g was
Meordingly added to the Roll.
'L'A letter was read from the Rev. A. Me-
an, of Belfast, P. E. L, apologising for ab-
‘ence from this meeting ot Synod. The
Pology was considered satisfactory.

“There was tabled and read a pecition from
% Rev. A. Romans, resiting in IHalifax,
Praying for re-admission into this Synod,
;“Ou case was referred simpliciter from the
f“‘bytery of Halifax. The matter was re-
to the following committee, viz, :—

% ‘Rev. the Moderator, Ex-Moderator,
Ti:; Poliok, Hon. J. Holmes, and James

Mpson, Esq.—Mr. Holmes, convener,
h instryctions to examine into all the cir-
di:'tances of the case, and report at a future

wig|

],:P.h' Records of the several Presbyteries
Ying been called for, there were produced
Th of Pictou, Halifax, and P. E. lsland.
,..'. following were appointed a eomm:ittee to
1)“"‘, viz.: Professor McDouald, Messrs.
Tpn0 and Christie. ]
R,’ ® usual committees on Overtures, Bills,
&:g‘"“l. and Appeals, and on Synod
The Were appointed.
legy o Committee appointed last yeat to col-
hag 2°d publish the statistics of the Church,
wj o report. The Synod appointed a-com-
*haop | consisting of the Moderator and Pre-
the (;l; °Donald, to collec the statistics of
With jore? for the Synodical year 1865-68,
Dstructions to p}‘pare a state ment and

Tepo

Tl at the first diet of next Synod.

N
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The Report on the Young Men’s Scheme
was read by the Rev. 8. McGregor. Ttis as’
follows :—

“ We have much pleasure in informing the
Syrod that this year we shallrealize some of the
benefits of this scheme. Messrs McMillan and
McQuarrie have finished their curriculum. Mr
MecMillan completed his Divinity course at
Queen’s College in April, and has gained much
distinction. both as a scholar and a mis<ionary.
As a proof of the esteem in which he washeld at

ollege, it may be mentionedthat he -vas chosen,
on behalf of the stndents bidding furewell to their
Alma Mater, to deliver the annual valedictory
oration. He was licensed this month by the
Presbytery, and immediately thereafter left for
Pictou, where he now is. It might be well for
the Synod to deci@e to which Presbytery Mr Me-

{ Millan should be first commissioned.

As to the students in Scotland, we learn that,
in last General Assembly, an overture was agreed
to, declaring that three full sesrions in Divinity
w.uld hereafter entitle a student to be taken on
trials for license. and as this will certainly apply
to Messrs Campbell antd Macdonald, nemav ex-
pect them in three vears from this time. They *
have both cotnpleted their Arts course with honar
to themselves. If the overture referred to wiil
apply to Mr James W. Fraser, he can arrive in
Nova Scotia next summer. It would be desir~
able that the Synod should authorize the Conve-
ner of this Scheme to put himselfin communiea-
tion with the Convener of the Colonial Commit-
tee, soliciting his good offices in this matter,
and in communication also with Messrs ‘Gordon
and C. M. Grant, two young men not connected
with the schee, but studying for the Chureh,
and at the same stage in their curriculum as Mr
Fraser, to ascertain their intentions as regards
their return to their native Province.”

Besides the gentlemen named. there are many
others studying for the Church, both in Canada
and Scotland, not a few of whom, we trust, will
consider it their dity te return to labor, as min-
isters of the Gospel, to their countrymen. We
feel that there is now before us the prospect of a
steady and regular supply such as we never
as a Church had before, and it gladdens our
hearts to believe that soon all our vacaneies will
be filled up, and the borders of our Church
extended. . .

The Committee ware sorry to learn, only & few
weeks ago. that Mr McQuarrie has been compel-
led to abandon the hopes of beingable to preach
the Gospel, at least for several years, owing to
an affection of the throat, which renders publie -
speaking difficult, if not imypossible. He wrote
accordingly to the committee, askingto be freed
from his engagement with the Church in Nova
Scotia, and offeriig to refund ell the monies re-
‘ceived by him from the funds of the Young Men’s
Scheme. The committee, while deeply regretting
that their hope with reference to the return of -

‘Mr McQuarrie to labor amongst us must thus end
in disappointment, still wrote to him express-
ing sympathy and granting his request. A state-
ment of the financial eondition of the Scheme has *
been rendered by the Treasurer, Mr'Gordon, and
is hercto appended.

Tt is impoasible for your 1
definitely what precise demands will probably be
Tade upon the funds of the Scheme for the cur-
rent year. It is, however, probable‘th_at £60 or
£70 must be realized for this ‘purpose, aud your
committee recommend thdt the Young Men's
Scheme be retaiined as one of the ordinary -
Schemes of the Chureh, gnd that all congrega- .

‘committée to say

tions within the bounds ‘he ‘enjoined to contri -
bute to the Scheme. [ '
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Abstract Treasurer’s Account.
Balance in hand of Trea-
surer, June 18, 1864
Collections from 17 con-

gregations
Cash from D.McGillivray,

£42 13 4
5117 2%

repaid Y. M. Scheme 16 0 0 )
£110 10 ‘6%
Ezpenditwre for the year.
Nr Finlay McDonald £25 8 10}
Mr John Campnell 25 8 10}
Mr James Wm. Fraser 25 810}
Mr John McMillan 20 00
Do.do.additional ‘or outfit
and travelling expenses 20 0 0
£118 6 7}
O————
Thus leaving a balance due the Trea-
surer of £515 11

All which is respectfully submitted.
(Signed) S. McGrrgox, Vice-Convener.”
The consideration of the Report on Young

Men’s Scheme was deferred to a future diet.

Moessrs, Herdman and Philip were appoint-
ed a committee to draft a suitable minute on
the removal, by death, of the Rev. John Mar-
tin, the venerable Superintendent of Missions.

A committee, consisting of Messrs. Herd-
man, Duncan, Philip and Thomson, were
appointed to wait upon the Synod of the
sister Church now assembled in this city, to
convey to them their fraternal greetings, the
expression of their friendly regard, and their
desire to co-operate with them in all good
works.

The Syrod adjourned to meet in St. Mat-
thew’s Church, at the hour of 9 o’clock, 4.M.,
‘to-merrow, and this diet was elosed with
prayer.

SECOND DIET,

St. Maithew's Churck,
Halifax, June 29, 1860.

The Synod met, after devotional exercises,
and was constituted—the Rev. George M.
Grant, Moderator.

“The roll having been called, and the min-
utes of yesterday’s secerunt read and sustain-
ed, the 8ynod proceeded to the consideration
of the Young Men’s Scheme. The report
having been again read by Mr. McGregor,
it was moved by the Hon. J, Holmes, secound-
ed by Mr. Duncan, and agreed to, that the
Synad having heard the report of the. Young
Men's Scheme, adopt the same, approve the
diligence of the ‘tommittes, re-apnoint the
same, sxpress their deep regret that several
congregations have not made the callestion
enjoined, and that in consequence there is
su amount dae the Treasurer, express great ‘
gratification at having heard of the arrival of |
the Rev. Mr. MoMillan from Canada, and |
appoint him to the Presbytery of Helifax, |
with the understanding that if his services be ‘
required in Cepe Breton, he be sent there,
augd enjoin that a ¢ollection be made, during |
the coming year, for the Scheme, in every
congregation within the bounds, and desire

that, in addition to the notice sent by the !

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Clerk to ministers and missionaries, s similat
noiice be sent to the Monthly Record for
publication,

The Syned next proceeded to the consider-
ation of the Foreign Mission Scheme, The
Rev. John Geddie, being present, was intro-
duced to the Court by the Rev. Allan Pollok,
received a cordial welcome, was requested by
the Moderator to sit and deliberate with the

¢ brethren, and give them the benefit of his

experience and counsel in regard to this most
important scheme. After some remarks from
members, Mr. Geddie addressed the Court
at considerable length, giving an account ef
the mission-field in the South Sea Islands.
After Mr, Geddie had concluded his address,
the Moderator called upon the Rev. Neil
Brodie te engage in prayer, after which Mr.
Geddie retired. It was then moved, second*
ed, and unanimously agreed to, that the
Bynod record upon their minutes their deep
gratification at seeing among them the Rev.
Mr. Geddie—desire to express their deep
gratitude to God for his preservation and his
tafe return to his native land—heard, with
great interest, his account of mission labours
in the South Sea lslands—thankfully recog-
nige the great measure of success that has,
under the blessing of God, attended RKis la-
bors among the heathen—express the hope
that this Synod may seon be in a pesition to
send & fellow-laborer into that most interest-
ing field, and earnestly pray that the valuable
life of Mr. Geddie be long spared to return
to his charge, to prosecute his self-denying
and heroic Christian labors- amorg the na-
tives of the South Sea Islands.

‘The Deputation appointed to wait on the.
Synod of the sister Church, reported thet
they had waited upon that body, ard had re-
ceived a cordial and Learty weicome.

The Synod having resumed consideration
of the Foreign Mission, all' the membess
expressed their opinions upon the subjeots
Messrs. Polick und Ogg were appointed 8:
committec to prepare a minute which should
embody, as far as possible, the apinions ex-
pressed by members during to-day’s discus-
sion, and to report during to-morrow’s se-
derunt.

The Synod then adjourned to meet at the
usual hour to-morrow morning, and was’
closed with prayer.

THIRD DIRT.

St. Matthew's Church,
Halifuz, June 80, 1865.

'

The Synod met, after devotional exercisesy
and was constituted—the Rev. G, M. Grant,

Moderator.

The minutes of yesterday’s sederunt haw '
ing been read and sustained, the Synod.re-
sumed consideration of the Foreign. Missins -

when it was moved, seconded, and agreed tos
that a committee,
Gregor and MeDonald, be appointed to con"

consisting of Mesars. Mer '’

A
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for with Mr. Geddie, ascertain all particulars,
®ud report as soon as pussible.

~ Mr. Duncan read the Report of the Depu-
tation to the Synod of New Brunswick, which
was to the followirg effect :—

- %Your Deputation proceeded, according to the |

injunction of Symod, to Chathatn, New Bruns-
wick, to attend the meeting of Synod held in that
place, and, having produced their ‘commission,
were admitted to the usual privileges of Corres-
ponding Members. )

In adcordance with the request of this Synod,
your Deputation took an early opportunity of
bringing under the notice of the sister Synod the
special subjects committed to them, viz.: Union,

Yulhousie College. and the present state ofthe
Nonthty Record.

The wubject of forming one Synod with the
8ynod of Nova Scotia and P. E. Island was very
fully discussed and warmly advocated by many
Wembers present, the énly objection being the

committee appointed to confer with Mr. Ged-
die, reported to the fullowing effect :—

¢ Your Committee having waited upon Mc
Geddie, Foreign Missionary of the Presbyterian
Church of the Lower Provinces to the Islands «f
the South Sea, to obtain information andrequest
advice in establishing a mission in one of these’
1slands, beg to report that during the interview-
the following points of information were gained :

(a ) That Mr Geddie considered one of the
Islands of the New H/brides group as the most
sui*able mission field for our Church.

(b.) That until the Church oan secure the ser--
vices of an ordained missionary, native teachers
may be advantageously emploved.

(c.) That the expense of maintaining such an
agency will amount to about £5 sterliug per
annum for each teacher.

(d.) That Mr Geddie kindly consented to re-

ong disfince many of the brethren would be .

Obliged to travel, and the difficulty caused by the

Imperfect mode of conveyance at preseit exist-

Ing. These difficulties, they hoped, would soon
e removed.

. The Church in New Brunswick takes a deep i

interest in the Monthly Record, and resolved to
0 all in their power to increase its circulation,
o contribute articlés. and otherwise to advance

s interests. They must content themselves
us God-speed in our efforts to sus- .

tin the efficiency of Dalhousie College, and.

Aving a Peovincial University at-Fredericton,
® not see their way to assist us in the meantime. .
0 net doubt, however, but that some united |

Uction might possibly be taken between the two
Ynods in sustaining a lall of Divinity for
Students intendiang to qualify for the ministry in
®se Provinces—a suggestion which your Depu-
tion consider as exceedingly well-tined, and
Mould respectfully recommend to the considera-
on of this venerable Court.

\' n eonclusion. your Deputation desire to record
tre the pleasure they experienced in these deli-
®rations with the Fathers and Brethren of the
Yuod of New Brunswick.and would recommend

""n'-stly the continuance of such Deputations,

:‘ tending greatly to the promotion of brothérly
®eling among the brethren of the Church in
e3¢ Provinces. :
All which is respectfully submitted.
(Signed) THoMAS DUNCAX,
Jou~ HoLxzs.”

It was meved, seconded, and unanimously
3greed to, that the conduct of the deputation
Se approved of, and tnat the thanks of the

Nod be conveyed to the members thereof,

r. Duncan and Hon. J. Holmes.

The thanks of the Synod were alao convey-

to the Rev, Charles 8. Ogg, the Synod ex-
Tessing the great pleasure it afforded them
the &7 ¢ in their midst a representative from
® Synod of New Brunswick.

N Che annual Report on the state of the

Cl‘”‘"lly, Record was tabled and read by the

,.0"5 by which it appeared that there were
Miderable arrears due the Uommittee of

Moltgement. A committee, consisting of

Fl:"f'- Philip (convener)., Mc¢Curn, Brodie,
o ng and Thompson, were appointed to

YaroYer the whole subject of the Record, and
DOrS in the a'ternoon.

‘M

eommend an Island for our mission work, te
select suitable teachers, and to assign to each of
them his sphere of labour

(e ) T'hat he has 2lso kindly consented to fur-
nish this Church with an annual account of the
labours of our teache's and the success of their
work.

(1.) That M1 Geddie very courteously axpress.
ed his readiness at any time to afford the Com-
mittee df the Foreign Mission any aid in his
power in carrying out their mirsionary opera-
tivas. Respectfully submitted.

(Signed) S. McGreGon,

James McDoxaLp.”

The following resolution was passed unan-
imously :—

* The 8ynod having long entertained the prov.
ject of entering the Forcign Mission Vield ax
soon as their circumstances and resourceés wounld
| permit, and having by subscriptions already
| tested with success the willingness of the peopie
" to support such a mission, if it wereundertaken,

and being delayed only by the want at present of
. m guitable missionary. resolve to avail themselves
in the nieantime of the valuable suggestion mude
i by the Rev. John Geddie—the experienced and
. successful missionary to the South Beas of the
other Presbyterian body in this Province—and
i with the view of making a commencement in this
“ important cause and apeningup the way for future
| operations, also enjuin thatacollection be made
: throughout the bounds for the support of native
! agents to labour in ¢ particular Island to be se-
leeted as the field of our future missionary ope-
¢ rations, that ministers be enjuined to bring the
| matter zenlously before their congregations, that
the whole cause he recommended to the pravera
of the people for the blessing of Gud and to the
liberality of the Church, that to the names of Mr
McLean, Convener, XIr McGregorand Hon.Juin
‘Holmnes. be added the names of Mr Duncan and
Jamex Thompson. Esq., tv form a Committee'on
Foreign Mission. and that the committes he
enjoined to request the Rev. dohn Geddie. whose
‘presence and adcress have been »o pleasing and
instructive to the Synod, and whose experience
‘and success in missions in the South Seas would

iremder his co-operation most invaluable, to be

.our oorresponding member. and act for us in
directing the affairs of our mission in the meun.
time.” .

There was read the report of the Treasurer
ament the Widow’s and Orphan’s Schéme,
now discontined. It was resolved that tha
Treasurer be requested to invest the funds
now in his hands. to the best adsantage,

Anent the removal by death, since laat

esars. McGregor and Mcllonald, the | meeting, f the Rev. John Martin, the vene-
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rahle Superintendent of Missiuns, the Synod I
resolve that they record upon their minutes
their deep senss of the loss which the Church
of Scotland in this Province has sustained by
the removal of this venerable minister of the
gospel. For forty years he officiated as min-
ister of St. Andrew’s Church, Halifax, and at
the same time was always most zealous in
supplving the apiritual wants of the people
throughont the Province. His love for the
Church of Scotland was deep and sincere—
s life was devoted to its welfare aid exten-
sion, and to his fideiity the Church owes no
small part of its present success,

The eommittes apnointed to go over the
secounts of the Monthly Record, reporteld as
follows : — '

Y our committee beg to submit the following !
table of figures showing the present state of |
accounts :—

Asaets for 1863 £109 18 8} i
Tebhts due for 1864 3416 1%
Debts due for 1863 6 11 8%

————f151 6 6}

Tstimated expenditure

for remainder of year
1365 '

£12310 9%
Estimated bad debts b o

st

£154 10 9}

Esrimated deficiency for 1865 £3 4 3

The committee venture to offer the following
suguestions i— i

(1) Subscribers to pay their subscriptions in
advance as formerly.

(2) The price of the Record to continue as for-
merly. ’ .

(3) Advertisements to be allowed on the cover
«wf the Recore.

(4) Ministerstn be earnestly enjoined to use all
their efforts to obtain an increased cireulaticen of
the neriodical among their congregations,

(5) As thereisa greatdeficiency in local news,
ministers to be asked to send every month some
item of‘tocal news or some article likely tointer-
est-their people. .

Respectfully submitted.

(Signed) WiLLiaM M. Puirtp, Convener.

The Report of the Kecord Committer bav-
ing been received, it was moved, seconded,
and agreed to, that the report of the commit-
tee be adopted—that Mesara. Grant, MeGre-

or, McCunn, Hon. Johw Helmes, John Me-
S‘{av and William Gordon, Esquires, be a
eommittee Lo manage the general affairs of
the Rerord—that Messra. Pollok and Gorden
be a amail consulunyg eommittee to aid Mr.
Pender—that the thanks of the Synod be,
piven to the present 'Edn_or for the admirable
manner in which he has discharged kis duties,
14 also to the Secretary and Publisher—ihat
£5 be granted to the Record from the Synod
Fund, and that the corvespunding member
frcm the Synnd of Nvw Brunawick, Mr. Ogg,
be rsquﬂl'ed tv solicit aid from the sister
Bynad.

The committee on Overtures reported that
thev had agreed to transmit the following,
entitled, *¢ Oy Sabath Schools.” 1t is as fol-
dowa :— '

““Wherens it is now acknowledged by all Clris-
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‘tian Churches that Sabbath Schools serve an im-
portant end in the godly up-bringing of the
young;

And whereas there is more especial need for
such institutions in commun‘ties in whose com-
mon schools religious instruction is nut necessa-
rily given to any great extent;

And whereas it is desirable that such institu-
tions should be formally sanctioned, organized
and fostered within the bounds of this Synod, as
they are by the Supreme Courts of the Church
of Scotland ;

1t is humbly overtured that the Synod do take
the whole subject into consideration, and ifgood
cause he shewn, appdint a Committee or Board
to superintend the Sabbath Schools of the vari-
ous congregations within its bounds, to draw up
a scheme of lessons, and if possible to piepare
notes on the lessons for assistance of teachers,
to be pubiished in the Monthly Record, to collect

i 8 ch Sabbath School Statistics as they may see

meet, and report annually i the Synod.
Respectfully submitted.
(Signed) Tuoxas DuNcan.”

The Synod proceeded to the consideration
of the Overture, when, after remarks trom
members, it was moved, sezoniled, and agreed
to, that Messrs. MeCunn, Herdman and Me-
Millan, be appointed a commiitee to take the
whole subject into consideration, gather all
the information possible, and report to next

‘| meeting of Synod.

‘The Synnd-then adjourred to meet to mor-
rotv morning at the usual hour for devotional
exercises, and this sederunt was closed with
prayer.

FOURTH DIET.

St. Matthew’s Church,
Halifaz, July 1, 1865.

The Synod met, after devotional exercises,
and was constituted—the Rev. G. M. Grant,
Moderator.

The minutes of vesterday’s sederunt hav-
ing been read and sustained, the Committee
on Overtures transmitied the following over-
ture, entitled, “ On Divinity Curriculum,”
the tenor whereof is as follows —

#

** Whereas there are young men now studying
in Dalhousie College with 4 view to the ministry
of the Church of Scotland, for whose T'heological
Education no provision has as yet been made or
even contemplated by this Synod;

And whereas the Synod of the sister Church
in New Brunswick has suggested the inception
of a Divinity Hall as furnishing common ground
on which both Synods could advantageously co-
aperate ; .

And whereus it i» well known that the Colonial
Committee of the Church of Scotland is always
willing to &id in the establishment of such insti~
tutions in the colonies;

It is hereby humbly overtured that the Synod
do take the whole bf these premises into their
consideration, and come to a definite finding on
the subject. Respectfully submitted.

(Signed) CuarwLss 8. Og¢a.”

The overture was supported by the Rev.
C. 8. Ogg. corresponding member from the
Synod of New Brunawick ; after whom, the
greater number of the members of Court ex-
pressed themselves in terms favorable to the
overture, 'The Syuod, however, deferre
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toming to a definite finding on the subject
until Monday morring.

The Synod then adjourned to meet at the
Usua} konr on Monday morning fuor devotion-
"l_ exercises, and this sederunt was closed
With prayer.

FIFTH DIET.
St. Matthew's Church,
Halifazx, July 3, 1885.

The Synod met, after devotional exercises,
and was constituted—the Rev. George M.
G!‘ant, Moderator. .

The minutes of Saturday’s sederunt having

een read and sustained as correct, the Synod
fesumed consideration of the overtnre anent
* Theological Hall.” It was moved, second-
ed, and agreed to, that the Synod adopt_the
Principle of the overture—affirm the desirab:|
1ty of instituting a Hull of Diviniry for arepar-
ing voung men for the office of the min sty in
®onnection with this Church and with the
View to carrving the suggestion of the over-
lure into practical effect, appaint Mesxrs,
Gf&nt, Herdman, McGregor, McKay, Pollck,
D“ncan. Hon. J. Hoelmes, . A. Fraser, Esq.,
L. P, P., and James Thompeon, Exq., a com-
Mittee with instructions:
. (1.) To-treat with the sister Synod of New
B"lnawick, with the view of enlisting their
Interest in this subject, and ascertaining how
Quch they will engage to give annually.

(2) To treat with the Colonial Committee
of the Chureh of Scotland, with the view.of
Obtaining their support and ascertain the
8mount, and generally, of gathering such in-
Ormation as may be of service to the Synod
In coming to a practical conclusion on the
Subject,

"(3.) To report on the whole subject at
Dext ‘meeting of this Court, and submit a
eme of operation; and, ,

. (4.) That a Committee of Correenondence,
fonsisting of Meesrs. Ogg, McGregor, and
.n'i:."t, be a delegation to consult on this
noject with the neighboring Synod of New

Tungwick.
the :e committee appoi|m«d 1o enquire into

ase of the Rev. Alex, Romans, gave m

" follawing report :—
%;. our committee having met on two several
stpy 1008 with Mr Romans, and having heurd his
the :(?lllem“ and his documents read, beg to submit
inquing oewing information as the \;euult.of their
ang Hes:—(1) That Mr Romans testimonials
of Beneral character as a scholar andamanare
is maanuceptionable nature. (2) Vhatwhileit
thle 1o Erbof_regret that Mr Romans has notheen
o ‘niono ‘lam a Presbyterial certificate, it 18 the
bl ame f.,?. Yhne commitiee that he is in no W;‘y t(:
f aeverit the want of lt,_but has been thPl:I" h};’m
Mang® g g0 (8) That with reference to Mr Ro-
on g eission. inasmuch as Mr Romans’ posi-
broy he mewhat peculiar, having been born and
ece ed—u-: in the Church ofBcotland al;:! having
e com step for_whxoh he cxpresses hisregret
deci!ion Mittee think that, whatever may be the
Mougd of this venerable Court, Mr Romans
thy g0 D0t be received without subscribing fully

Mool

Aation expressing regret for having left the

tandards of the Church of Seotland and a.
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Church and helped to rednce her strength in this
country—renouncing all the peculiar opinivas of
the Free Church in her controversy with the
Church .of Scotland, and dec'aring his full and
perfect sympathy with the principles and position
of the Church of Scotland at Home and in the
colonies, and interest in her operations. The
committee are also of opinion that Mr Romans
should not he admitted without a distinct under-
standing with him that he must he denendent for
employment and support as a milister upon
the voluatary invitation of tie peaple.
Respectfully submitted.
(Yigoed)

A PoLLok, Convener.”

The Sinod having heard the report of the
committee on Mr. Romans’s case, approve
tie sam+, appoint the Presbytery of Halifsx
ty correspond with the Halifax Presbytery of
th: other body with the view of ascertaining
tne reason why Mr. Romains has been refus-
ed a certificate, and tha the final reception
.of Mr. Romans into the Church be deferred
for a year,

Tie Report of the Commi tee on the E1-
amination ani Licensing of Students wes
read by Mr. McGregor. Itis as follows :—

« Your committee beg to report that they have
been able to give some attention to the very im-
portant matter entrusted to their care, but are
not in a position to repcrt upan the whole ques-
tion given to them for consideration. With re.
gard to the licensing of students your committee
would recommend that, should any case come
before any of the Presbyterier before the next
meeting of Synod. the request for iicense do-lie
upon the table of the Presbytery concerned for at
least s:x weeks, and that the Cleri of said P'resby-
tery notify the other Preshyteries on the subject,
and in the event of no objections being offered.
the Presbytery may proceed with'the usual exami-
nation. and grant licease“to such as show them-
selves duly qualificd for the office of the ministry.

With reference to the otker points-entrusted to
your committee, they have appeared so impor-
tant as to require further deliberation before any
definite avtion could be recommended. They would
venture. however,to recommend that a small com-
mittee be appointed, whose members can meet
for deliberation and bring up a well-digested re-
port at next meéting of Synod, upon the whole
suhject. Respectfully submitted.

(Signed) 8. McGregon, Convener.,”

The Report of the Committee of the Ex-
amination and Licensing of Students having
been read. it was moved, seconded, and
agreed 10, that the report be approved of;the
diligence of the committee commended, and
thut the Rev. Mexars. McGregor (convener),
MeDonald, and McKay, be appointed a com-
mittee to attend to the points reserved by the
committee, aud to report fully at next meet-
illg of S)’nud.

"The Report of the Committee on the Home
Missicn Scheme was tabhled and read. It is
to the following eflect :—

“The funds of which this committee takes cog-
nizance are of two kinds :—()) Those raised for
Preshvterial purposes ; and (2) those raised for
the general or Syr.odical Home Mission. As to
Lihedirst, the committee regret that there is no
Presbyterial Hore Misaion in Prince Edward
Island. Oue was instituted two years ago, but ip
now defunct. In Picton Presbytery there is s
-vigorous Lay Aseasiation, supported, however, it
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appears. by the smaller number of the congrega- | John Martin’s library, to the effect that Mr-
:“.”‘;MD;‘:Q‘ tl;e P)‘";'.%‘é"’. thil£11‘3{oAI:'::ci3- Martin’s desire was to place it at the dispo'l‘
100 8 out on y V1Z. 0 . . . et
Gunn, £38to Mr Lu!. and £20 to Ms McCunn, of the Synod for the use pf their Divinity
The rest of their funds. amounting to a sum of | Hall, should such be established, ressive to
between one and two hundred pounds. remain on | accept the same, and express their apprecis-
hand. The Halifax Presbyterial Home Mission | tion of the gift, the library containing a v8*
* has raised and expended £100 during the past . riety of Theological volumes of much value.
year, viz.: £50 to Musquodoboit, £37 10s to | Mr. Good _.ﬁ Conv {C . -
Truro, £10 to Mr Gunn, and £2 10s for travelling I r. Goodwill, Cunvener ot Committee, r
expenses. | ported on Syned Fund as follows :—

As to the funds of the General Home Mission, | ¢ . . -~
i was with the greatest disappointment that vour | Your committee heg to report that it appes

! . » main®

committee found that but few of the congregatinns | {;oh“i;};;e;;lnrde:m;e:\: R":’);.2'.'7'9?5":}'3&:;“‘?:; :{:;c
A 2 ke i Fin § sum g ,

wmade the colleetions erjoined. Part of the blame " statement has been drawn up, the sum of £18 198

is doubitless due to the usual notices not having | . ick
been transmitted, but it is noticeable that, as a ; 3d has beer. reported from congregations whi

s . ! have not yet reported to the Treasurer, thuf
rule, the congregations which collect for the loeal T o 8
also collect for the general fund. No collections Ie',’lf'l‘l';“ﬁ;ﬂ(f:.'."d“ t{:e. s"f‘.‘ o‘f b re £2%6 7
were made by the Prince Edward Island congre- | - 5% ing clatms have been pre-

gaticns, nor by three out of four of the Halifux :

A ; Mr Duncan’s expenses to
Presbytery congregations; nor by one-half of the Synod of New Brunswick

Pictou congregations. In consequence, the
committee have only the sum of £44 11s 1v3d to S'].‘;;t -vf;;'m rk and inci £3 0 0
alloeate. " 'T'hey rccommend that the following d'en-)z'al expe;ses inei- 1015 o
sums he gr‘anwd = o Officer ot St. Matthew’s for

'fhe %"“ d })agmlGMcGurdy £20 0 8 attendance on Synod 106

'he Rev’'d John Gunn 15 0 . s

Ciyde River Church, P.E.Island 10 0 0 o?ttt?;)dnafnit'o‘:ns ':;:13 for 05 @

All which is respectfully submitted by Supplement to fun{is of the

(figned) Groree M GRraXT, Convener.” gntlzly Record 500

It was'maved, seconded, and agreed to, that Amounting in all to £20 0 &
thereport of the Home MissionCommittee hav- —

ing been received, the Synod approved of the | Leavinga balance at the disposal of the £ 78

diligence of the commitiee, adopt the recom. iy’"’d of . !
monduions of Ui repor, 1o appaint ihe | Yo% Sommitie et hat serre congens
committee, express regret that, notwithstand- | for the past year: this may be partly accounte

ing the Synodlcnl'rvcommendanon of last | for by the Clerk’s neglect in not forwarding the
vear, no Lay Association has been formed in usual notices. The following gongregatiom have
P. E. Islund, also approve of those congrega- ??nlt_fflhu.ted. viz : St. M,“"-‘l‘::' 8 ‘“‘dss"-Aé‘d“’",:'
tions in the Presbytery of Pictou which have Riav;:}o’hfﬁ' s?}g::;f'c)"::f;ém;fn S MoLen-
sustained vigorously the Lay Assaciation, | nan’s Mountain ; St. Andrew’s, New Glasgo® i

viz.: New Glasgow, Pictou, East and Weat | Earltown and West Branch River John.

Branches East River, River John, McLen- All which is respectfully submitted by
nan’s Mountain, and West Branch River| (Signed) Joun GoopwiLL, Convener.

John, but regret. to find that a large number | It was moved, seconded, and agreed 10
of congregations in the Pictou Presbytery | that the report of the committee be adopteds
have no Ley Associations, enjoin that such | their diligence approved, claims allowed, a

be formed by the Presbytery without delay, I the Clerk instructed to grant orders on the

approve highly of the liberality of the Hali-: treasurer for the several amounts.

fax Home Missionary Association, further Anent Cape Breton Mission, the Rev. Neil
_express regret that the congregations of Cape | Brodie. the able and energetie missionary i
John, Gairloch, Saltaprings, Roger’s Hill, | that islard, reported at considerable length
Earltown, Wallace and Pugwash, Barney’s | on the state and prospeets of the Church
River and Lochaber, St. Andrews’ (Halifax.) | there. The members of the Deputation froo
Musquodohoit and Truro, and all the congre- | the Presbytery of Pictou also gave an inte-
gations in P. E. Jsland, bare made no coilec- | resting report of their visit to that field last
"tione ; and, for greater 1‘98“181'1"‘.’ in future, | summer. It was moved, seconded, and agre!
‘enjoin that, besides the Synodical notices, | to, that the Svnod, having heard a full stater
the days whereon collectiohs are to be made | ment of his labors and trials from Mr. Brodiés
be published in the Monthly Record—that| their eloquent and laborious missionary it
reports be given in to the Home Mission | Cape Breton,—and also the accounts of othef
Committee, by those congregations receiving| members of deputation sent by the Picto®
aid, of the extent to which they are sustain- | Presbytery to Cape Breton,—records its dee
ing ordinances, and enjuin Presbyteries to | sense of the zen!, energy and charity wit
enquire of their members, at their last meet- | which Mr. Brodie and the various deputs-
ing before the Synod, if collections have been | tions have discharged their duty, often ren”
made in aid of the different Schemes. dered difficult by provocations, and also it
.~ Anent the Library of the late Mr. Martin, | unfeigned gratitude to God for the good news
it was moved, seconded, ‘and agreed to, that | communicated respecting the increasing st8°
the Synad, having heard the statement made | bility and liberality of our people in thst
by the Moderator regarding the late Rev, | jsland—expresses its satisfaction with
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wHorte of the brethren and the. success of the
mission in supplying the wants of our attach-
ed adherents, and with the number and
amount of the liberal contributions of the
Cape Breton people for the support of ordi-
nances, thus preparing themselves for that
self-support to which they have by our mis-
Sionaries been encouraged—and enjoin the
Presbytery of Pictou to give Mr. Brodie what
assistance they may be able to afford during

the enaving summer, and also correspond
with the Colonial Committee with the view
of receiving an additional missionary for
Cape Breton.
. The ?omm'ittee on Preshytery Records gave
in the following Report:—

*Your committee met and examined the
Recerds of the several Presbyteries. Regardiug
the minute book of the Presbytery of Prince Ed-
urd Island, your committee haveto report that
"they find one minute missing, viz.: of meetiug
‘which was adjourned to meet on the first day of
“June 1864, They also find in the minute of the
ddjourned wneeting on the third Wednesday of
May, 1865, the day is stated, but not the month.

our committee find the minutes of the Preshy-
%ery of Halifax correctly kept. In the mirute
‘%ook of the Presbytery of Pictou, your committee

nd two minutes a-wanting, viz.: of meeting at
iddle River, Victoria, Cape Breton, of date
.A“gust 15th. 1834, and of meeting at 8t Andrew’s

hurch, Picteu, of date November 2nd. 1864,

ith these exceptions, your committee find the
records correctly kept, meetings regularly held,
and nothing objectionable appearing—but would
fuggest that in engrossing the minutes a margin
Should be reserved.

Respectfully submitted.

(Signed) James CHrisTiE, Convener."
Tt was woved, seconden. and agreed to,
‘that the Synod adapt the report. enjoin Pres-
.¥teries to make corrections. and supply de-
ficienvies asa far as practicable, and instruct
the Clerk to attest the Records accordingly.

Mr. Pollok reported verbally on Dalhousie
"Conege. :

. ‘It was moved, seconded, and agreed to,
""hﬂl the report of the Dalhnusie College
“Uommittee beapprovedof, that the Synodre-
Krettofind that manyofthe congregations have

One |ess than what might have been reason
: ¥ expected, earnestly urge that all the

tee inatalments now subscribed be paid in
efore the end of this year, and appoint the
h"' Messrs. Grant, Pollok, and Brodie, to
Q" a small financial committee, to use every

ort to have the amount thereafter required,
Subseribed before next meeting of Synod.
" ollections for the several Schemes were
-2Bpointed to be made as follows :—

oung Men's Scheme—on the 1st Sabbath
¥ n August, 1865.
~oreign Misaion Scheme—on the 1st Sabbath
’H in November, 1865.

ome Mission Scheme—on the 1st Sabbath
8 in February, 1866. :
‘ ’M;lggémd-—on the 1st Sabbath in May,

< t was .moud. seconded, and agreed to,
#06t the Rev. Simon McGregor, East River,

Pictou, and Dr. Inglis, of Charletietowr,
P. E. Island, be correspouding members to
the Synod of New Brunswick, and that
Mesara. McMillan, McCunn, aud McCurdy,
he a deputation to visit that Synod, on ths
suhject of a Divinity Hall.

The Synod renew the injunction of last
Svnod, that all standing committees meet on
the morning of the meeting of the Syncd,
to prepare their reports, so that they may be

"ready when called for.

A’unanimous vote of thanks was pasaed
to the office-bearers and members of St
Matthew’s and St. Andrew’s Churches, Hali-
fax, for their hospitality to the menibers of
Synod during this session.

~ The Synod then adjourned to meet in

St. Andrew’s Church, New Glasgow, on the
Jast Tuesday in June, 1866, at half-past seven
o'clock in the evening, of which public inti-
mation was given, and this session was
closed with prayer.

JAMER CHRISTIE, Synod Clerk.

P

THE CHURCH IN NOVA SCOTIA.

Revenue of St. Matthew’s Church, Hali-
fax, for vear ending June 10th,
1865, including only monies
actually received. -
(1) Treasurer’s account of receipts from

pew rents, pay for the military.
ordmary collections, &e. $3959 73

: (2) Collected by Mrs Keith and Mrs Duf-

fus for altering the pulpit, reading :

desk, &c. 438 08
(3) Paid in as second instalment of Dal-

housie Colleze Endowment Fund 3018.11

| (4) For missions. Synodical echemes, :

Nabbathschool expenses and bene-

volent objects 1064 18

(5) For the poor specially 42524
(6) By the Sabbath scholars for mission-

ary and benevolent purposes 163 89

Total amount paid in $9070 07

P. S.—To several of the otjects referred to
above, an, € g., to the City Mission, Deaf
and Dumb Asylum, &e., &c., many members
of the congregation contribute more largely
as citizens, The amount only has been put
down that was collected congregationa“y
Again, there aught to he added to this $9070,
which mav be called the natural revenue,
ahout $8000 additional, which has been re-
ceived, during the past year, in the shape of
legacies, viz.: about $6000 from the estate of
the late Rev. John Scott, and which was ap-
plied 10 reduce the debt on the Church ; and
the Dechman legacy of a property worth
$2000, which, when jncreased to double its
amount, is to be applied to build & school, to
be under the supervision of the Kirk session. -

SUBJOINED are the subscriptions for 1864-5,
of St Matthew’s eongregation,Hﬂhfax.towards
their Lay Association, or, rather, Presbytery
Home Mission Fund. They are printed ia
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the Recoi d tu save the exprnse of printing a
report. The congregation is divided into dis-
tricts, and eollectors vigiteach, and give every
member, from the highest to the lowest, an
opportunity of centributing, and, in almost
every case, they are 1eceived with the utmost
courtesy, and even cordiality,. We mention
this in a spirit of thankfulness, 6. M. G.

1. Collectors : Misses J. Hosterman & Miss Lindsay
Mrs T Hesterman $4 00 Mrand Mrs J Hos- o
3

Missen Hosterman 150 terman
Mr 2nd Mre € Hill 250 Mrand MrsC Hos-

Caprain Swmith 125  terman 1
Mrs Tevershaw 53 Adjutant and Mrs
Mres Winter 62} Ross 2 00
Miss M Lamont 50 Mrs Muirhead 50
Mrs C Fletcher 50 Mrs Alexander 50
Misses M:Queen 50 Mrs Wilson 25
Mrg Taylor 50 Mrs Dr Brown 100
Mrs Harrison 275 Mrs Thompson 50
Miss Wilson 50 Mrs & Miss Crow 75
Mr & Mre Juknson 50 Miss J Murray 25
Mixs M cKenzic 25 Mr P Henderson 25
Mt G Fraser 25 Mr McDonald 2§
Mr C Fletcher 50 Mrs Walker 50
Mrs McLauchlan 25 Misses MeNab 25
Mr Dan MeDonald 75 Mr W McBonald 25
Mr W Sutherland 25 Miss Lindsay 50
Mr A Knight 50 Mrs Huggan 100
Mrs Khind 100 Mrand Mrs Green-

. Mr & Mrs Porter 100 wood
Mr&MrsSkimmigs 300 Mr & Mrs & Miss
Mr& MrsMcKenzie 50 Kennedy 175
Mr Cameron 25 Mr & Mrs Thomas
Miss M McGinnes 25 McDonald 50
Mrs S Cook 12}

841 50

2. Collectors : Mrs Lithgow and Miss McColl.

Mrs Sutherlani  $1 00 W B Sutherland §1 00
J H Sutherland 2 50 Mrs A Keith 125

Mrs A C Cogswell 150 Miss Forrester 2 60
Mr Sinclair 100 Mrs Lithgow 1560
.Mrs W B Fairbanks 1 60 Mrs S Noble 200
Miss Holmes 50 Miss Grant 50
Miss Jamieson 124

$16 37}

3. Collectors: Miss Wismell and Miss Lawson.
Rev G M Grant $20 00 MrsBolton & Miss

Mrs&Misses Esson 20 00 _ Forsyih $10 00
The Chiet Juetice 500 Dr Avery 500

Professor MeDonald 4 00 Mr George Esson 5 00
Mr& Mrs C Wiswell 500 M-sJ W Young 500
Mr & Mrs K Noble 200 Mrs Duffus 2 50
Mra Murray 100 Hon J McNah 100
Mr&MrsSArchibald2 00 Mrs Wm Lawson 3 00
Nira T Mitchell 100 Mrs Jas Reynolds | 00
Mr John Fraser 100 Mrs W Creighton 100

Mrs Burns 1 00 Mrs Sinclair 100
Mrs Kerr 50 Miss Allen 75
M-s R G Noble 25 Mrs E Johnstone 50
Mrs Smith 62“'}’8 J Johnstone 50
Mr« Riddelt 623Misses Douglus 50
Miss Robertzon . 621Mrs W Hill 100
Smaller sums 275

$105 124

4" Collectors : Miss McEwan and Miss §. Scott.

Mrs McEwan " $1 00 Mrs Laird 8125
Mr R Watt 75 Mrs Watt 50
Mr James McEwan 50 Miss R Brown 25
Miss Barbara McKay 50 Missa M Murra 25
Misx C Cameron . 26 Mrs A Mitchell 100
Mrs G P Mitchell 100 Mrs 'ﬁaners 125
Miss McColl 621Mra T Bauers 100
Mrs Cordwell 112}Mrs Hall 75

25 Mrs Wihon

Mrs Jeuki
rs Jenkina 75 Mrs McLean

Mrs Morrison

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Mrs Wililamson 2 50 Miss Woodfield 100
Captain Frith 75 Mrs Miller 200
Mr Wingood 50 Mrs Thompson 50
Mrs Scott 50 Mrs John U Ross 59
Mrs R Gray 624Mrs Letson 50
Mrs Jas MeDonald 100 Miss M McKenzie 28
Mr John Barren 100 Mrs Muirhead 25
A friend 25 Mrs Maitland 50
Mrs Jas B Duffus 62)Mrs Grey 160
Mrs S Langill 25 Mrs West 50
Mrs Helen Mc¢Donald 25 Mrs Neal 100
M>»s Story 50 ——

$30 75
5. Collectors : Messrs G. Mitchell, C Reynolds and

W. H. Neal.

G P Mitehell 500 A Mitchell 300
G Mitchell 200 G MeLean 500
J B Campbell 500 WA Henry ® 500
J Wilsowr 100 Mr Goldie 100
A Gunn 100 John Doull 400
A K Doull 400 F S Doull 100
John Watt 400 CF Reynolds 167
A S Mitchell 100 J J Bremner 400
A Bremner 1 00 D G Keith 100
Chas Stavner 200 E G Stayner 400
J G Eagleson 100 Mr & Mrs Hesgon 2 60
J Smith 400 J A Xinclair 250
‘Wm Lawson 2 50 8 Noble 400
John Duffus 4 00 Jas B Duffus 400
Wm Esson 400 Wm H Neal 400
John McDonald 2 00 Douglas McLeod 100

i

$91 00

6. Collectoy : Miss Newlands.

Mr & Mrs Knight $1 25 MrsJ Johnston $1 00
Mr & Mrs Wisdom 100 Mrs Newlands 26
Miss A Fairbanks 108 Miss L Fairbanks 25
Miss Welies 25 Mrs Hastings 26
$525

——

Total $290 00

Sabbath Schosl Picnic at Malifax.

THE annual picuic given by the Halifex
Presbyteriun Sabbsth School Assaciation in
connection with the Church of Scotland, to
the children under their charge, 1ook place
on Friday, 21<t Julv, in the grounds of Mr.
Downs, at the N, W. Arm, which had been
very kindly granted hy him for that purpose.
‘he schiois belonging to St. Matthew’s an
St. Audrew’s Churches assembled at St
Matthew’s Church at half-past nine, and,
heaced by their teachers, walked in proces-
sion to Boak’s wharf, where the steamer Mic-
mac was in waiting to receive them. After
getting the party safely embarked, they pro-
ceeded to Richmond, where the children of
the Station Sabbath School of that locality
were taken on board, and then proceede
down the hathor, round Point Pleasant, an
up the N. W. Arm.  On passing the Admi-
ral’s ship and othgr vesseis in the harbor,
interchange of lowering of flags, cheers, and -
other courtesies took place. On- arriving at
Mr. Downs’, the party was further augment-
ed by the children of the Sabbath School of
that locality, and hearty attack was made on
the creature comforts provided for them.
Afrer that part of the day’s business had been
satisfactorily disposed of, the children dis-

persed in various directions, some for the




!

VMM e e

e w8

IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES. 159

awings, others to view the collection of ani-
Mals, others to join in the foot races, of which

there were a great number, the winner of |

tach receiving a handsome pocket knife as a
prize. Aunt Sally wae on the grounds, and
appeared to afford endless fun and amuse-
ment to numbers who wers anxious to havea
fling at the Old Lady. Foot ball, archery,
&c., were also provided, and with these va:
Tied amusements the children spent a very
pleasant day. The steamer made a second
trip about two o’clock for the parents and
friends of the children, and a very large num-

-ber availed. themselven of the opportuaity.

After tea bad been served, the children sang
2 few hymns and embarked on board the
tteamer, The homeward trip was u very
Plearant one, the children singing all the way
and keepirg excellent order, and only regret-
ting that sach a festival, like Christmas, only
tomes once a year.— Cilizen.

Bazaar at Barney’s River.

WE have been iuformed that the Ba-
zaar held by ths congregation at Barney’s
iver, in connection with the Church of Scot-
and, passed off in first rate stvle. Large
Crowds assembled, notwithstanding an ap-
Pearance of rain, early in the morning, which
detained many who intended to go. The
grounds were most tastefully laid out for the
Oceasion, and enclosed and planted with trees,
which for one day at least appeared in all
the freshness of the forest. The tables on
one side were covered with a delightful vari-
ety of fancy articles, to tempt the purchasers,
and on the other side the delicacies of tie
Seuson attracted those who might wish to
%atisfy the cravings of appetite. The whole
Atrangements and management reflect mueh
Praise upon Mr. McDonald and the Commut
tee of ladies and gentlemen, who certainly
8ucceeded in. getting up one of toe finest Ba-
Zaars ever seen in this country. If the suc-
Cess of it is to he estimated by the amount
Taised, then the result is such as should rejoice
all the well-wishers of thia congregation, beirg
70 less than between £140 and £150. An
admirable feature in the whole affair was the
ordiality with which the members of other
b urches not only contributed their means,
“t worked all day in this good cause—a fea-
Ure which must do much to disseminate a

Ind and brotherly feeling in the community,

~%tandard,

Arrival of Rev. Mr. Anderson.

. IT is with great pleasure we record the
*rival of another Gaelie-speaking mission.

.:y' the Rev, Mr. Anderson, who has been

'."‘,Wt by the Colonial Committee to labor

"thin the bounds of our Synod. Mr. Ander-

Wp’ %e believe, is at present officiating at
Allace and Pugwash.

Belfast, P. E. Island.

It is not uncommon, and perhaps not un-
safe, to judge of the state of vital religion in
the Church, or in individual congregations,
from the contributions made by them to
charitable, benevolent, or religious objects.

Taking these as our criteria, and applying
them to our several congregations within the
bounds of our Synod, most of them have little
to boast of, many of them much of which
to be heartily ashamed. Though in some
congregations the subscription lists seem to
speak well, and the contributions to the-
Schemes of the Church are comparatively
arge, yet, in not a few instances, they come
far short of what might reasonably be expect-
ed. The published lists for the last year show
that a few of the willing, if not adle, congre-
gations are left to bear the * heat and bur-
den” of the efforts that are being made to
“ lengthen the cords, and strengthen the
stakes” of our beloved Zion in this Province.
There are,however, exceptional congregations,.
of whom the contribution lists do not speak
very faverably, who are, notwithstanding,
doing a good work for the Church. Of this
number is Belfast congregation. No doubt
many a lover of the “ Kirk” and educational
institutions must have felt not a little disap-
pointed in the small sums that appear from
that quarter for the Dalhousie College, but
they are not chargeable with inactivity.  Very
littie under £900 has been contributed and
collected in that congregation since “ Dalhou-
sie” became the * watchword und reply.” 8t
John’s Church, Belfast, now second to none
within the bounds of the three Presbyteries,
has been made as “ good as new” within the
last year at a cost of between £400 and £500;
we might have said even betler than * new,”
for a very neat and comfortable vestry has
been added to it, much to the credit of the
Belfast, people, and not a little to the com-
fort of their beloved and zealous pastor.

These enterprising people have also all
but secured for themselves the advantages of
a superior educational institution, in the im-
mediate vicinity of the Church, for a young
man of very high attsinments has already
been engaged to take charge ¢f a grammar
school about to be opened there.

There has been also a very handsome
Church completed and opened for public wor-
ship at Orwell, in another part of the congre-
gation. This cost between £300 and £400,
almost all of which is already paid. With
such telling facts as these, their subscription
lists and general contributions, instead of ap-
pearing small, are not only creditable, but
even very liberal.

Nor are their efforts for good confined to
Church building alone, for they have succeed-
ed in pulling down several ‘strongholds”
which Satan had among them in the shape of

groggeries, dens of iniquity, that in most of:

our comgregations are a blot on our Christian-
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ity ; snares which are laid by the enemy, and
in which, alas! not a few of young and old

are taken “ captive by him at his will.”
‘When will communicants, with one heart and

_voice, rise up and help their respective pas-

tors in putting this curse, this growing evil,
away from among them?
The talented minister of St. John’s, Belfast,

_is doing a good work. The state of affairs

in his congregation proves him to * be instant
in season and out of season.” To his unflag-
ging perseverance, his untiring diligence and
zeal, hia voluntary “spending and being
spent,” is the above improved state of matters
in his congregation greatly owing. To su

port him in the laboura of his charge, he has
an active, 1\iixtelli ent gand harmonious kirk
session. ay they not ‘weary of, though
they may weary in, the work of the Great
Master. As their debt is now but a mere
trifle, we'may soon expect to see them com-
peting with the wealthiest of our congrega-
tions in supporting the different Schemes of
our Church, thereby sustaining their already
praiseworthy efforts, which it is our sincere
pleasure to record. w.

i, () .
Rev. George Boyd.

THE numerous friends of the Rev. George
Boyd, formerly pastor of St. Andrew’s Church

.in Halifax, will be glad to hear that he was,

at latest advices, in excellent health, and had
been inducted to the important preferment of
Assistant Ministey to Dr. Smith, Talbroth
Church, Edinburgh.

s () v

Death of Rev. Wi, Darrach of Montreal

It is with deep sorrow we have to record
the death of the Rev. William Darrach, Mo-
derator of the Preshytery of Montreal. His
labors as a minisier have lasted bat a few
vears, but they were yvears into which was

‘gompressed an amount of work that fuw men

could have accomplished.

To his devotinn to his Master’s caure may,
in some measure, be ascribed his early resov-
al. Studving hard in Queen's Coilege, i

obtained leave to carry on simultaneousty’

different parts of the eurriculum, which should
have heen extended over soveral years, We
do not helieve his constitution ever fairly re-
covered from the strain then put upon it, and
his strenuous efforts to overtake the respon-
sibilities tzrown upon bim, and whieh were
the more numerous sinee he was willing to
take even wore than bis fair share, snapped
the golden cord of life, and the spirit return-
ed to God who gave 1t.

" Oa Friday sfternnon, the 16th of June,
while engaged assisting Mrs. Darrach to re-
moye some article of furniture, he suddenly
fainted. This attack was Tollowed by dysen-
tery which ao rapidly reduced his strength
that life was despnired of. On Satarday he
rallied, and was believed to be ot of danger.
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“ How much more clearly,” said he to hie
wite, * can I tell of the power of religion on s
death-bed. I believed myself to be dying,
but all was peace. With what different feel-
ings can I tell my people what God has done,
and this will be alesson to me to work more
faithfully, more earnestly than ever.” He
seemed to continue improving, and all fear of
a fatal result was allayed; but about six
o'clock on Sabbath evening he fainted awsy.
and thue, uneonecious, entered upon his eter-
nal Sabbath of rest—that rest. which remain-
eth for the people »f God. .
He leaves his wife and family of five ¢hil-
dren to mourn his loss.— Presbyterian.
Q.

WE have received a copy of the Report of
the Colonial Committee of the Church of
Scotland, given in at the last mesting of
the General Assembly, As it presents
clear and concise view of the operations of
our Church in the different Colonies of the
British Empire, we will give it space in nex$
issue.

— Qe
SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.

1865 YOUNG MEN’S SCHEME.
July 24, —Joreph Hart, Esq., Cape

Breton, . o0
Donald McLennan, Esq., ’
Cape Breton, 0560
Neil McDonald, Esq.,
Lake Ainslie, o760
Middle Riv. Church Col.,, 0 10 ©
Lake Ainslie and Hogo-
magh Colleetion, 010 ©
July 30.—St. Andrew’s Church,Con,.
gregation, Pictou, 7T t0
Total, £9 96
1865 HOME MISSION.
July 24.—8t. John’s Church Congre-
gation, Belfast, PEI,£3 3 0
Joseph Hart, Esq.,C.B., 0 § ¢
Middle Riv. Church Col., 2 ¢ 0
Luke Ainslie and Hogo-
magh, 100
—— "
Total, £6 8 0

1865 SYNOD FUND.
July 4.—RiverJohn Cungregation, £0 8 19
July 7.—St.Andrew’sChurch,Hlfx., 83,7 6
St.James’ Church,
Ch.’town, £2 18 10
Belfast  Church
curgregation, 2 10 0

P.E.Lecv, £5 8104
Joseph Hart, Bvq,, C. B., 0
Middle Riv. Church Col., 0 1
Py
Total, £718 4
WM. GoRvON, Treasurer.
Pictou, July 31st, 1865.
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