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Tuesday, August 10th, 1880.

The Convention met at 11 a.m.
The President, Mr. R. Alexander, in the Chair.

The Meeting was opened with the reading of a portion of
Secripture, and with prayer by. Mr. A. MacMurchy.

Moved by Mr. Maxwell, and seconded by Mr. Strang.
That inasmuch as the Minutes of the last Convention were
printed and distributed, the reading of them be dispensed
with, and that they be confirmed.— arried.

Moved by Mr. Hughes, and seconded by Mr. Boyle, That

- Mr. Wm. Rannie be Minute Secretary.—Carried.

Mr. Spence, the Treasurer, read his Annual Report.

Mr. Seath called attention to the fact, that one of the 3

papers read during the last Convention had been published
in an educational journal before appearing in the printed

Minutes. The ‘Sécretary, Mr. Hughes, gave a satisfactory /|
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MINUTES.

explanation in regard to the matter referred to by Mr.
Seath.

Moved by Mr. McAllister, and seconded by Mr. Miller,
That Messrs. Mackintosh, MacMurchy, and Doan, (be the
Auditing Committee.—Curried

Moved by Mr. Mackintosh, séconded by Mr. Taylor, That
the Secretary, the Treasurer, and Messrs, McAllister, Seath,
and the mover, be a Committee to ascertain the most econo-
mical way of printing the Minutes.—Carried.

Moved by Mr. Hughes, and seconded by Mr. Dearness,
That Messrs. MacMurchy, Scarlett, and Mackintosh, be a

Committee to prepare a memorial notice on the death of
Mr. McGann.—Carried, :

A telegram from Mr. D, Fotheringham, of Aurora, was
read, stating that illness made it impossible for him to
fulfil his engagement to introduce “ Recent School Legisla-
tion.” A conversation followed in regard to procuring a
substitute. It was finally agreed that Mr. Harvey, of
Barrie, who had been appointed to introduce the above-
named stbject in the Public School Section, should be asked
to read his paper before the Convention, If Mr. Harvey
could not do so Mr. Miller, of St, Thomas, agreed to intro-
duce the subject.

The Convention then adjourned,

AFTERNOON SESSION.
The Convention met at 2.30.
The President in the Chair,

The Chairman introduced Hon. Adam Crooks, Minister of
Education, to the Convention.

Mr. Crooks cordially welcomed the Convention to the
Normal School building. He said that he warmly sympa-
thized with their efforts, and that he had always watched the
proceedings of former Conventions with great interest, in
order to ascertain the opinions of the educators of the
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MINUTES.

country. He also read statistics showing that the number
of first and second-class certificates was on the increase,
third-class certificates was decreasing.

while the number of
* Mr. Miller, of St. Thomas, introduced “ Recent School

Legislation.”

The diseussion on this subject
Allen (Grey), McHenry, Hughe ;, Chapman,
ness, Dickenson, Tamblyn, Macki . :

and Maxwell.
d, seconded by Mr. McHenry, That

Mr. McAllister move
while the members of this Association highly estimate the
efforts made to secure improvement in the training of
teachers by means of County Model Schools, and the en- .

couragement given to the establishment of County Associa-
tions, they cannot but feel called upon to.condemn, as
retrogressive steps, the withdrawal from School Boards of ©
the power to levy rates for school accommodation, and the
discretionary power given to some . School Boards to curtail

the summer holidays—Carried.

Moved by Mr. Hughes, seconded bg Dr. Tassie, That this
Association appoint a Committee on egislation to report to
the Minister of Education annually, or oftener, the views of
the teaching profession on those questions which are, or

ought to be, brought before the Provincial Legislature ; said

Clommittee to consist of nine members, three to be nominated

by each section of the Association.

This motion was discussed by Messrs. Dearness, Strang,
Mackintosh, Jennings, and MacMurchy.

Moved in amendment by Mr. Dearness, geconded by Mr.
McAllister, That the Board of Directors be instructed to ap-
point a Standing Committee on Legislation affecting Educa-
tion, to report to the Minister the opinions of this Associa-
tion, and to watch such Thgislation and advise on it, in
accordance with the expresaeg opinions 't the local Associa-
tions, while it is occupying the attention of the House.




”

The discussion that followed was participated in by
Messrs. G. W. Ross, Dickenson, Spence, McLean, Johnston,
and others,

The original motion was Carried,

‘Moved: by Mr. Jennings, and seconded by Mr. Ross, That
the thanks of this Association are due, and that they are
hereby tendered, t8 Mr. Miller for ‘his address on “Recent
School Legislation.”-—Carried.

The Executive Committee reported that they had the
subject of “Representation at the Provincial Association ”
under consideration, and that they begged to report pro-
gress, and asked leave to sit again. The request of the
. Committee was granted on motion of Mr. Mackintosh,

seconded by Mr. Hughes,

The Convention then adjourned.

MINUTES,

EYENING SESSION,
The Convention met at 8.30.
The President in the Chair,

The President, Mr, R. Alexander, delivered an address on

the Early History of the Association, and on the Teaching
of English.

/

V.

‘Moved by Mr. Smith (Wentworth), seconded by My,

“Wood, That the thanks of this Association be tendered to

Mr.- Alexander for his able and interesting address.—
Carried. . : ‘ :

The President said that he had much pleasure in calling

upon an ex-President of the Association, Prof. Goldwin
Smith, to address the meeting.

Mr. Smith then gave a very pleasant address, and closed
by extending to the members of the Convention an invita-

tion to vigit him and. Mus, Smith, at the Grange, on Wed-
nesday afternoon, at 5 o’clock. :

At the conclusion of Mr. Smith’s address, on motion of
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: MINUTES, 9
Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Chapman, a vote of thanks
was tendered him for his presence at the Convention, and
for his kind invitation. »

Mr. John S. Olark, of Boston, favoured the Association
with a few remarks on educational matters in the State of
Massachusetts. ; R

A vote of thanks to Professor Clark was moved by Mr.
F. 8. Spence, and seconded by Mr. H. Dickenson. The

Motion was Carried.
The Convention adjourned at 9.30 p.m.

Wednesday, August 11th, 1880.

The Convention met at 2.15.

The President in the Chair.

Minutes of previous meeting were read, and on motion of
Mr. Duncan, seconded by Mr. Wood, they were approved.

The Board of Directors reported, That it is desirable that
no change be made in the Constitution iri the way of alter-
ing the system of represehtation, but that the local Associa-
tions be urged, at the proper time, by circular, to appoint a
delegate annually to the Provincial Association.

Mr. Hughes moved, seconded by Mr. A. Morrison, That
the report of the Directors be received and adopted.

The report was discussed by Messrs. Reazin, Harvey, and

.others. '

In amendment, Mr. Smirle moved, and Mr. Duncan
seconded, That the report of the Directors be laid on the
table for further consideration. :

The amendment was Carried. -

Mr. John 8. Clark, of Baston, delivered an able and
exhaustive address on Industrial Drawing, exhibiting a

large collection of drawings and models. VEY



MINUTES,

At the close of Mr. Clark’s address, Mr. Wood moved a

vote of thanks to the lecturer, Mr. Hughes seconded the

motion, and intimated his willingness to furnish the Associa-

tion, at its next Annual Convention, with an exhibition of

the progress of Art Education in the Toronto schools. /
The motion was Carried.

Mr. Boyle, of Elora, read a very instructive and interest-
ing paper on “Physical Science in the Schools of Ontario.”

Mr: J. M. Buchan, in an appreciative speech, moved a vote
of thanks to Mr. Boyle for his paper.’ This. motion was
seconded by Mr. Smith.—Carried. '

The Convention adjourned at 4.35 to meet at the Gran%le,
'in accordance with an invitation extended to them on the
previous evening by Professor Goldwin Smith.

After spending a couple of hours pleasantly at the Grange
the President called the members together, when Mr.
McFaul, of Lindsay, moved, and Mr. Fotheringham, of
Aurora, seconded, a vote of thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Smith
for their hospitality.—Carried.

EvVENING SESsSION.

The Convention re-assembled at eight o’clock.
The President in the Chair.

. The President announced the receipt of a telegram from
Professor Wells, Canadian Literary Institute, Woodstock,
stating that he was prevented by illness from being present
to address the Convention on “The Teacher as a Moulder of
Character.”

Moved by Mr. R. W. Doan, seconded by Mr. Herner, That
the' Committee appointed to prepare a memorial on the
death of Mr. J. B. McGann bé, and is hereby empowered,

to insert such memorial in the Minutes for the present year.
—Carried.
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Reports were received, regarding County Associations,

from— '

Mr. Reazin.......... Victoria.:ceeeeeses Representing 2560 Members.
¢ Knight..cooree E. Victoria ...... 68 400 f
6 Coates. ..oresses HAlLOD cooeerirenns g 70 L
¢ Herner......... Waterloo ....... - « .70 [
¢ Duncan ....... o 100 e

" “ Smirle ...... 13 . 13
¢ Munro ...... 50
¢« Maxwell ......5. s 60 et
¢ Lewis .eeceeees £ 140 8
¢ Hunter..... T e
¢« Harvey .. 154
¢« _Boyle, ceereeres 8. Wellington ... s 120 ¢
¢« Johnston...... Northumberland ¢ 130 o
¢ Smith .oeeeene Wentworth ...... £¢ 190 &
« Dearness ......E. Middlesex ... £8 118 ¢
¢« Mackintosh...N. Hastings...... “ 7 ¢
¢ Jennings ...... Ontario «yseeeeeeses ¢ o Ak
¢« Wood .eersenes W. Middleséx ... g 112 4
¢ Ferguson...... Lambton «....eee ¢ 80
¢ Henderson ...S. Simcoe ......... ke 50 88
 Allen eeeeeeeesS. GTEY ceveineeenn ¢ 90 ¢
“ Park..coceeeeees 8. Hastings ...... 4 317 2.5
¢ Taylor cooeeeses E. Huron ......... ¢ Gl
€6 MUnro ceeeeeees S. Perth ...... avd ce 120 s

¢« MecLurg .......W. Lambton ... “ 109 ¢
¢ Lindsay ... E. Grey ..coceeer s 70 ;
¢ Rannie......e.. N. York - ceeeeeeqs ““ 75 ¢

The Convention adjourned at 10 o'clock.

Thursday, August 12th, 1880.

The Convention assembled at two p.m.

The President in the Chair.

The Minutes of last meetin
Mr. Herner, seconded by Mr.

were read. On motion of
cLurg, they were confirmed.

Mr. Mackintosh presented -the report of the Auditing

Committee, which was as follows: ¢ Your Committee ap-
pointed to audit the accounts of the Treasurer of this




12 MINUTES,

Association beg to report that they have carefully ex-
amined the accounts presented by the above-named officer,

together with the vouchers therefor, and that the}7 have
-found them correct.”

Mr. Mackintosh moved, and Mr. Smith seconded, the
adoption of the report.—Carried.

Mr. Miller referred to a mistake in the report of the
newspapers, stating that he considered the County Model

Schools were in an inefficient state. He had stated that he
considered them very efficient.

Mr. McAllister moved, seconded by Mr. Smith, that a
clause be added ta the Constitution providing that the

Secretary of each Section be, ex officio, a member of the
Board of Divectors,—Carried.

The report of the Executive Committee on the Election
of Officers was then read, as follows :— -

The Executive Committee beg to report that the following gentle-

men be appointed as Officers for the ensuing year :
President—Mz. RoBERT ALEXANDER, Galt.
Vice-Presidents—1. Mr. Davip Bovig, Elora.

2. Mr. James L. Huenzes, Toronto.
3. Mr. Joun Searm, St. Catharines.

Recording Secretary—M=. Roserr W, Doan, Toronto.
Corresponding Secretary—MRr. Apam Pursiow, Port Hope.
Treasurer—Mr. F. 8. SpENcE, Toronto.

Mr. Rannie moved, and Mr. Duncan seconded, the adop-
tion of the report.—Cariied: ‘

Mr. Spence presented a report of the Special Committee
on Printing the Minates, as follows: “ It is recommended
that the Minutes of this Association be furnish by the
Secretary, for publication, to the Canada School Jouwrnal,
and to.the Educational Monthly.”

Mr. Spence moved, seconded by Mr. Henderson, That the
report be adopted. :
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MINUTES. 13

The report was discussed by Messrs. MacMurchy, Mackin-

tosh, McAllister, and Doan. .

Moved by Mr. Carson, seconded by Mr. Wood, in amend-
ment, That the Board of Directors cause the Minutes to be
printed, as usual, in pamphlet form, it being understood
that they will issue the Minutes at as early a date as pos-

sible.
The amendment was carried, after discussion by Messrs.

Spence, Knight, Mackintosh, Barker and Harvey.

Moved by Mr. Boyle, seconded by Mr. Wood, That the
thanks of the Association be tendered to the Great Western
Railway Company, ‘for their courtesy in endorsing the
tickets issued to teachers west of Hamilton, and in offering
to place a special car ab their disposal.—Carried.

Mr. Dearness read a paper on « Professional Examinations.

in County Model Schools.”
Mr. W. Mackintosh moved, and Mr. McFaul seconded, a
vote of thanks to Mr. Dearness for his paper.—Carried.

Mr. G. W. Ross gaye an interesting address on the work-
ing of Model Schools, containing, many hints in regard to.
the work necessary to be done, and-suggestions for improve-

ments in the future.
Moved by Mr. J. H. Smith, seconded by Mr. Scarlett:

1. That the Head Masters of the County Model Schools should ‘be:
the holders of first-class Provincial certificates. »

9. That an extra room for Model School purposes be considered in-
dispensable.

3. That the Legislative grant be not less than $200 per annum, and

that the County Councils be required to raise an equivalent, either by
making a grant for the purpose or by imposing a rate bill on teachers-
in-training not to exceed $10 per term, and in the case of cities, that
the Board of Education be invested with the same powers’as County -
Councils in regard to the imposition of fees. :

4. That the Model School term shall begin on the 1st of September-
and end on the 30th of November. -

’
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5. That Boards of Trustees be recommended to engage an assistant
during the Model School term in order to enable the Head Master to
devote more attention to the students of the County Model School.

6. That Head Masters, in addition to delivering the lectures pre-
scribed for County Model Schools, be required to carefully super-
vise the method of teaching pursued by the students themselves, and
to award the marks for teaching given them while in attendance.

7. That instead of the present maximum of twenty-five teachers-in-
training at each Model Scﬁool, Public School Inspectors be instructed
to admit only qualified candidates to the number of not more than five
for each room used for Model School purposes.

8. That it is desirable to have a convention of Model School
Masters called at some central point to discuss the best means of in-
creasing the efficiency of the reports.

—Carried.

Moved by Mr. McAllister, seconded by Mr. Carson, That
Messrs. Smith, Scarlett, Dearness, Ross, Prof. Young, and
Alexander, be a deputation to the Minister of Education to
present the resolutions just adopted.—Carried.

Moved by Mr. Wm. Rannie, seconded by Mr. Smirle,
That when this Convention adjourns it do stand adjourned
until the next Annual Meeting.—Carried.

Votes of thanks were passed to the Minister of Educa-

tion for the use of the Normal School Hall, to the Railway .

Companies for reduced travelling rates to members, and to
the city daily papers for the very full reports given of the
proceedings of the Convention.

After singing the National Anthem the President de-
clared the Convention adjourned.
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MINUTES.

PUBLIC SCHOOL SECTION.

THEATRE, NORMAL ScHoOL, ToRONTO,
' Tuesday, August 10th, 1880.

. The first meeting of \the Public School Section was held
\;n the Theatre of the Normal School, Toronto, this morning

t 12 o’clock—Mr. Rannie, the Secretary of the Section, in
the Chair.

Mr. McAllister moved, and Mr. Alexander seconded, That
Mr. R. W. Doan be Chairman of the Section in the absence
of Mr. Dickenson.—Carried.

Mr. Alexander moved, and Mr. Taylor seconded, That
Representation of the Provincial Association be the first
subjeet to-morrow morning, providing the General Associa-
tion does not dispose of it this afternoon.—Carried.

Mr. Alexander moved, and Mr. Chapman seconded, That

this Section meet in this room at 9 o’clock a.m!, to-morrow,

ednesday.—Carried.

— ; Wednesday, August 11th, 1880.

Section met at 9.15. " Mr, Dickenson in the Chair.
Opening exercises by Mr. Duncan.
Minutes of previous meeting read and approved.

Mr, Chapman (Waterloo), introduced “Representation of

the Provincial Association.”

Discussion continued by Messrs. Munro (Ottawa), McQueen
(Kirkwall), Boyle (Elora), Smirle (Ottawa), Suddaby (Berlin),
Jennings, Spence (Toronto), Johnson (Cobourg), Duncan
(Essex), Kinney (Prince Edward), Bole (Frontenac), Taylor
(Clinton), Alex:. der (Galt), Morrison (Toronto).
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MINUTES, 17

Moved by Mr. F. 8. Spence, and seconded by Mr, Robert
Alexander, That in the opinion of this Section the basis of
Representation should be as follows, viz.: Five delegates to
be elected by each local Association recognized by the

!  Education Department, at least one of whom should be a
. ! High School Master, except in cases where no High School
Magster is a member of such Association, and one a Public

? o I}d School Inspector, it being understood that such arrange-

iml 8 ments should be made as would not cause one Association

g o to be at more expense than another in sending such dele-
gates.—Carried. ;

B;E;lz‘g Mr. W. B. Harvey, of Barrie, made a few remarks in
reference to “Recent School Legislation,” and explained that
on account of a storm he was unableito be present yester-

. That day,

; ri A discussion followed Mr. Harvey’s remarks, participated

o in b¥ Messrs. Alexander, Jennings, Taylor, Johnson, Wood,

, 1 and Gibson.
That . § - 3 . ¢

’ Moved by Mr. S. McAllister, and seconded by Mr. W, B.

ITOW, Harvey,—

1. That the discretionary power given to Public School Inspectors
. to permit Third Class Teachers, holding Intermediate and Third Class

880. Certificates, to go up for their professional training for a Second Class
Certificate, at the end of a year's experience in teaching, should be
withdrawn.

2. That the present method of granting permits, and permanent
§ certificates, to Third Class Teachers, is liable to abuse, and should be
altered so as to afford a reasonable guarantee that those teachers
on of securing these privileges are worthy of them. '
3. That the votes for Public School Trustees should be by ballot.

Jueen 4. That the age of Candidates on entering the Profession of Teach-

. ing should be—for females, eighteen (18), and for males, twenty (20
1 g ¥
erlin), years. :

uncan . 3

aylor ] These motions were carried consecutively.

Messrs. Boyle, Duncan, and Smirle were appointed a com-
B
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mittee to co-operate with members selected from the other
Seetions on the matter of Superannuation.

The Section then adjourned to meet on Thursday morn-
ing at 9 o’clock.

Thursday, August 12th, 1880.
Section met at 9 o’clock a.m.
Mr. R. W. Doan (Toronto), in the Chair.
Opening exercises by Mr. McQueen (Kirkwall).

Mr. Alexander moved, and Mr. Henderson seconded, That
at 10.30 a.m. the Section proceed to the Election of Officers.
—Carried.

Mr. David Boyle then read a paper on the question: “Is
it desirable to make any change in the Superannuation
Regulations ?”

My, S. McAllister read the Report of a Committee ap-
pointed to confer with the Minister of Education in refer-
ence to the Superannuation Fund.

The Committee, in fulfilment of the duty imposed upon them by the
resolution passed at the last meeting of the Public School Section, waited
upon the Minister of Education on the 13th of December last, by ap-
pointment. He courteously received them, and entered very largely
into a discussion of the various aspects of the Superanuétion Fund. As
opportunity occurred, they laid the terms of the resolution before him,
and advanced various reasons in its favour. He admitted the anoma-
lous condition of the Fund, and also the meagre allowance it provided
for worn-out teachers. He did not see, however, how the latter could
be increased except by the co-operation of those to be benefited by it,
in making larger contributions. He pointed out that already the Leg-
islature appropriated a very large sum to supplement the moiety the
teachers gave ; two years ago it was two-and-a-half times, and last year
it was three times as much as theirs. The Committee assured him that
there would be no lack of reasonable co-operation on the part of the pro-
fession to put the Fund on a proper basis, provided the time of active
service to secure the benefit of the Fund could be reduced to a reason-
able length, say twenty-five years, and the allowance be increased to
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o means of support on retirement. His attention was

afford a possibl
divected to the liberal scheme of superannuation the English Govern-
ment had adopted in favour of the Irish National school teachers. He
would not hold out any hope of lessening the period of service, or, in
fact, of doing anything with the Fund during the session then ap-

proaching ; but he promised to give the matter his earnest considera-

tion during the present summer, after which he would be able to indi-
cate in what direction his opinions tended, with a view to legislation.

The Committee, after thanking him for his courtesy, then withdrew.
All which is respectfully submitted,
SamuEL MoArnister, Convener.

Discussion by Messrs. Henderson, Duncan, Allen, Taylor,
Harvey, and McQueen. :
M. Duncan moved, and Mr. Wood seconded,—

1. That twenty-five years’ service in the Profession or having
attained the age of fifty entitle a teacher to superannuation.

2. That no teacher who retires before ten years’ service be allowed a
refund of more than ten per cent. of his payments to the Superannua-

tion Fund.
3. That the‘allowance to superannuated teachers be increased, and
if need be, that the yearly subscription to the Fund be increased also.

4. That provision be made for the widows of superannuated teachers.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

Chairman—-Davip Boyiz, Elora.
Secretary—Wu. RANNIE, Newmarket.

Committee—ARCHIBALD SMIRLE, Ottawa.
SamuEL McAziister, Toronto. *
Jaumzs Duncan, Windsor.
W. B. Harvey, Barrie.
. Josepr S. CARsoN, Strathroy.
Legislative Committee—SAMUEL MOALLISTER.
R. W. Doan.
F. S. SPENCE.

Moved by Mr. Alexander, seconded by Mr. R. McQueen,
That in the opinion of this Section it would be to the advan-
tage of the schools of the Province to retain the apparatus

)
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part of the Depository for the present, and we would very
much.regret to see it closed.—Carried.

Mr. W. B. Harvey moved, and Mr. J. Duncan seconded,
a vote of thanks to the Secretary for his services during the
past year—Carried.

Mr., Smirle moyed, and Mr. Wood seconded, a vote of

. thanks to the Chairman and Committee for their services

during the past year.—Carr%ed. :

Moved by Mr. F. S. Spence, That we, as a Section, sustain
the first clause of our yesterday’s resolution, and ask for a
committee to consider the same.

Moved, in amendment, by Mr. Duncan, seconded by Mr.
S. Herner, That the Representation Qugstion be remitted to
the Local Associations for further consideration.

Amendment Carried. -

Moved by Mr. McAllister, seconded by Mr. C. B. Linton,
That rotation of examiners applied to the various Department-
al Examinations would add to the improvement of education
throughout the country.—Carried. ;

It was also resolved that Mr. S. S. Herner’s paper on the
“ Uniformity of Text-books” be postponed, to be read if
possible this afternoon, or if not, that the Executive Com-
mittee of this Section be requested to put it as one-of the
first items of business on the programme for next year,—
Carried.

Adjourned.

Wu. RANNIE, Secretary.

HIGH SCHOOL MASTERS’ SECTION.
] Tuesday, August 10th, 1880.

The Section met in the Minister’s room at noon. Mr.
Seath took the chair, and Mr. Strang was appointed Sec-
retary. '
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The Chairman having explained that it had been thought
best to alter the arrangement of the original programme, it
was agreed to take up the subject of Departmental Exami-

nations first.

Mr. McHenry read a paper on the subject, the reading, of
which was followed by some discussion, in which Messrs.
Millar, MacMurchy, Tassie, Strang, and others took part.
lateness of the hour and the fact that several
eeting of the Executive
djourn the dis-

Owing to the
of those present had to attend a m
Committee at 1.30 p.m., it was decided to a
cussion until to-morrow morning.

Present at the session :—Messrs. Seath, MacMurchy, Mc-
Henry, Tassie, Purslow, Millar, Knight, Fessenden, Orr,
O’Connor, Mackintosh, Smith, and Strang.

/

Wednesday, August 11th, 1880.

TLs Section met again at 9.30 a.m.
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

According tc previous agreement the subject of Depart-
mental Examinations was taken up first. Quite a length-~
ened and vigorous discussion followed, mainly with reference

to the Entrance and Intermediate Examinations,the necessity

of a change of examiners, and the unfair character of some

of the examination papers. Messrs. Orr, MacMurchy, Oliver,
Millar, Fessenden, O’Connor, Wightman, Tamblyn, Tassie,
Henderson, Strang and others took part in the discussion.

‘Several resolutions were submitted to the meeting, but it

was finally agreed to refer them to a Committee, consisting
of Messrs. McHenry (Chairman), Oliver, Orr, O’Connor, and
MacMurchy, with instructions to frame and report a series of
resolutions at . to-morrow’s session covering the points on
which there appeared to be substantial agreement of opinion.
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Mr. Purslow then read a paper with reference to the Special
Grant of $750 to Collegiate Institutes.

A discussion followed, in which Messrs. Tassie, Fessenden,
McHenry, Millar, Strang, Tamblyn, and others took part.
Finally, owing to the lateness of the hour, it was agreed to
adjourn the discussion until to-morrow morning.

Present at the session:—Messrs. Seath, Tassie, MacMurchy
(Toronto), Hunter (Barrie), Smith, Tamblyn, O’Connor, Fes-
senden, Henderson, Orr, Oliver, Strang, Purslow, Millar (St.
Thomas), McHenry, Mackintosh, Wightman, Tamblyn, Me-

Murchy (St. Mary’s), Hunter (Waterdown), and Millar (Bow-
manvilie). '

Thursday, August 12th, 1880.
The Section met again at 9.30 a.m.
The Minutes of last meetiug were read and confirmed.
On motion of Mr. Millar, a Committee, consisting of Messrs.
Seath, MacMurchy, Purslow, Strang, Miller, Fessenden, Tam-
blyn, and Oliver, was\appointed to consider the question of
Superannuation of Teachers, and to suggest such alterations

in the present law as would place the scheme on a more sat".
isfactory basis.

Mr. McHenry then read the report of the Committee which ,

had been appointed to prepare a series of resolutions cover-
ing the points discussed at the previous sessions. The Sec-
tion then proceeded to discuss the proposed resolutions seric.-
tim, and after some alterations and additions the following
six resolutions were, on motion of Mr. MacMurchy, seconded
by Mr. Hunter (Waterdown), unanimously adopted:—

1. Inasmuch as the Department has issued a regulation appointing
Head Masters of High Schools presiding examiners in their own schools
at the Entrance Examinations in those cases where the Inspector cannot
be present, and inasmuch as the Head Masters have their full share in
the examining of the papers afterwards, the High School Section would
respectfully recommend that the Head Masters be placed on the same
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footing as the Inspectors with regard. to remuneration, as is already
done in a number of schools.
9. Inasmuchasthe Intermediate Examinations have reference large-

ly to work done in High Schools, and as often those appointed to preside
at the examinations have no special fitness for the work, the High
School Section thinks that, as a class, the High School Masters are
de on such occasions, and would respectfully

most competent to presi ,
suggest to the Minister of Education the propriety of making appoint-

ments as examiners from among guch, direct from the Department.

3. That this Section would desire to impress upon the Minister of
Fducation the advisability, in the interest of education, of adopting the
principle of rotation of examiners as put into practice in connection
with the examinations of the University of Toronto.

4. That in order to secure a more regular gradation in the difficulty
of the papers, the High School Section. would recommend thab the ex-
aminer who prepares the paper in any subject for the Entrance Exami-
nation should also prepare those for all the other Departmental Exami-
nations in that subject.,,

f the Intermediate

5. That, taking into consideration the object o

-Examination, and the instructions given to the examiners by the Hon-
ourable Minister of Education in his circular of December, 1877, this
Section considers that the paper on English Literature, given at the last
examination, assumed too greab maturity on the part of purely Inter-
mediate candidates ; that.the paper on Arithmetic was too difficult,
while that on Algebra was wholly unsuitable.

6. That in the opinion of this section the tendency of the Inter-
mediate Examinations has been, and is to give undue prominence in
our schools to the subjects composing the mathematical group ; and to
prevent the other departments from receiving that measure of attention
to which their importance entitles them.

The adjourned discussion of the subject of theSpecial Grant
of $750 to the Collegiate Institutes was then resumed. After
considerable discussion, it was agreed to appoint a Committee,

_ consisting of Messrs. Purslow (Chairman), Fessenden, Mac-
Murchy, Strang, Qeath, Oliver, and McHenry, to take into
consideration the subject of the Legislative Grant for Second-
ary Education, and to take such action as may be agreed on
by the Committee—five members to form a quorum.

{ " Mr, Tamblyn having referred to the recent action of the
Medical Couneil in reference to the requirements for matricu-
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lation in the College, on motion of Mr. Parker, seconded by
Mr. Oliver, Mr. MacMurchy was requested to attend the next
meeting of the Executive Committee of the Council, and

acquaint them with the wishes of the High School Masters |,

in regard to the Matriculation Examination.

On motion of Mr. Oliver, seconded by Mr. Parker, last
year’s Executive Committee was re-appointed, viz,, Messrs.

Seath (Chairman), MacMurchy, McHenry, Millar, and Inspec- _

tor Carson.

On motion of Mr. Parker, seconded by Mr. Tamblyn,
Messrs, Seath, Fessenden, and Oliver were appointed mem-
bers of the Legislative Committee of the Association.

Owing to the lateness of the hour, and the meeting of the
Executive Committee, it was decided tg adjourn to meet
again at 2.30 p.m,

Present at the session:—Messrs. Seath, MacMurchy, Mc-
Henry, Millar, Orr, Mackintosh, Smith, Tamblyn, Fessenden;

Oliver, Strang, Purslow, Hunter, Tilley, Wightman, Shields,
Parker, and Johnston.

The Section met again at 2.30.
The minutes of last session were read and confirmed.

Mr. Miller introduced the subject of the Relations of the
University to the High Schools.

A lengthy discussion followed, in which most of the mem.-
bers present took part, and during which Mr. MacMurchy, the
representative of the High School masters in the Senate,

gave explanations on several points in regard to the proceed-
ings in the Senate.

Finally the following resolutions were adopted :—

"1. That the present regulations of the University Senate
preventing candidates over twenty-three years of age from
obtaining scholarships at the Junior Matriculation Examina.-
tion should be amended.
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ion would rrespectfully urge upon the
n the advisability, in the interest of the
steps to give the High School mas-
ation in the Senate of the Uni-

9. That this Sect
Minister of Educatio
High Schools, of taking
ters additional represent

versity of Toronto.
3. That in the opinion of this Section, before the Senate
lutions affecting the interests

finally adopt any statutes or reso
uld authorize the Registrar to

of Yhe High Schools, they sho
furnish the representative of the High School masters with

such documents as he may deem necessary for obtaining
‘thereon the opinion of the High School masters, or of such
committee of them as they may appoint for that purpose.
Mr. Millar gave notice that at next meeting of the Section
he would move that the regulation requiring attendance on
lectures before receiving a degree in arts should not apply
to Public School teachers and assistants in High Schools.

The Section then finally adjourned a$ 5.30 p.m.

PUBLIC SCHOOL INSPECTORS’ SECTION.
Tuesday, Aug. 10, 1880.

The Section assembled at 10 a.m.

No-business was transacted, the time being occupied by
informal discussions on Inspection, Model Schools, and Recent
Legislation. '

Members present, Messrs. Agnew, Carson, Clapp, Dearness,
Fotheringham, Hodgson, Hughes, Knight, Little, Maxwell,
MecKinnon, Mackintosh, Ross, Reazin, Scarlett, Somerset,—
Mr. Mackintosh, Chairman; Mr. McKinnon, Secretary.

Wednesday, Aug. 11, 1880.
The Section met at 9 a.m. :

Mr. Smith of Wentworth presented the report of the Com-
mittee appointed in 1879 to lay before the Minister of Edu- |
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cation, the views of the Section with regard to propased -

Legislation. This report: was adopted.

Mr. Ross gave an address on “Methods of Public School
Inspection.”

Messrs. Ross, Scarlett, Carson, Maxwell, and Mackintosh,
were appointed a Committee to prepare a draft form of Re-
port to be sent by Public School Inspectors to Trustees.

Mr. Dearness introduced the subject of Recent School Leg-
islation, ‘

Messrs. Smith, Dearness, and MéKinnon were appointed
& Committee, to suggest amendments to the School Law, such
as would to some extent remedy the injustice suffered by the
smaller and weaker Sections of a Township under the pres-
ent system of taxation for school purposes.

It was unanimously resolved, That in the opinion of this
Section, gentlemen holding first-class, grade A, certificates
slwould be eligible to the Head-masterships of High Schools,

The Section adjourned at 12 noon. '

. Thursday, Aug. 12, 1880.
The Section met at 9 a.n.

Mr. Ross presented the report of the Committee appointed -

to draw a draft form of Inspectors’ Report to Trustees, This
report, with amendments, was adopted with one dissenting
voice, and Messrs. Ross and Carson requested to submit the
draft to the Minister.

Messrs. Hughes, Fotheringham and Dearness were ap-
pointed the Legislative Committee of the Section.

Officers of the Section were appointed as follows :—Messrs,
Hughes (Chairman), Maxwell (Secretary,) and Somerset,
Mackintosh, Little, Dearness and MacMurchy, Executive
Committee, )

It was unanimously resolved, that in the opinion of this
Section, no Public School Inspector’s certificate should: be
granted to any person who has not passed the Professional
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First-Class Examination, including successful practice in a
Provincial Model School, and that no First-Class Provincial
Certificate should be granted to any one who has not taught
successfully for at least two yeard in a Public School in
Ontario. '

Mr. McKinnon presented the report of the Committee on
Inequalities of Taxation in Rural School Sections, which re-
commended that the preamble, with clauses 1, 2, 3, 4 and 7
of a memorial addressed in January last by the County
Council of Peel to the Minister of Education, should be gen-
erally endorsed by the Section, and that clause 4 should be

particularly recommended to the attention of the Minister.

This report was unanimously adopted, and Mr. McKinnon
was appointed to represent to the Minister the views of the
Section on the question.

It was unanimously resolved, that in the opinion of this
Section the half-yearly subscription to the Superannuated P.
S. Teachers’ Fund should be increased, that Public and High
School Teachers, male and female, as well as School Inspec-
tors, should be required to contribute ; that no refund of
subscriptions should be made, except in case of death, and
that Teachers and Inspectors should be allowed to retire on
the. completion of a stated term of service. Messrs. Carson,
Somerset and Smith/were appointed to represent the views
of the Section on this subject to the Minister.

Tt was resolved, that the examination of candidates for
entrance to High Schools should be entrusted to the Boards
of P. 8. Examiners. ‘

"The Section adjourned at 12 noon.




PAPERS READ

BEFORE THE ONTARIO ASSOCIATION

FOR THE

ADVANCEMENT OF EDUCATION.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

We have under discussion a scheme for the changing of the Consti-
tution of this Association, and I have thought it might be well to tell, in
a brief manner, how the Teachers’ Association of Canada West was
commenced, and some of its proceedings.

The passing away of some of the Charter members—as those who
were its first members may be called—requives that, if the facts are to
be related, some one acquainted with the circumstances should relate

them before all knowledge of them is forgotten. In the year 1860 I
was appointed by the Teachers’ Association of the North Riding of
York ag a delegate to the  annual meeting of the American National
Teachers’ Association of the United States, held in Buffalo. On my
return I brought before the Association of North York the need of &
Provincial Association, and pointed out the benefits that might reason-
ably be expected to flow from the union of the teachers of Canada West
in such an annual gathering. The Association of North York ap-
pointed a committee to bring the advisability of such a convention of
teachers before the Profession. The committee having appointed Mr.
Wm. Henry Irwin chairman, and Mr. R. Alexander secretary, issued a
circular calling the attention of the teachers to the matter, and also re-
questing delegates to be sent to a preliminary meeting, to be held in the
Court House in Toronto, on the 25th of January, 1861. In response
to the call of the committee about 120 persons assembled to take the
matter into deliberation. The meeting organized by electing the late
Rev. Dr. Jennings chairman. The following resolution was passed’
unanimously : ‘That the intepests of the Profession render it neces-
sary that we form ourselves into a Teachers’ Provincial Association.”
On motion it was agreed that the Association ‘‘shall be styled the
Teachers’ Association of Canada West.” A Constitution was adopted
subject to amendment by a majority vote of a meeting to be held in
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Toronto in August. The preamble to the Constitution declared that
the objects of the ‘Association were : 1st, To secure the general adop-
tion of the most approved systems of imparting instruction ; 2nd, To
gecure the improvement of our text books, or the adoption of others
more suitable to the wants of the community ; 3rd, To enlarge the
views of teachersand stimulate their exertions for the advancement and
diffusion of knowledge ; 4th, To encourage the frequent interchange
of ideas and kindly intercourse among the members of the Profession
throughout the country. The first President of the Association was
the late T. J. Robertson, Esq., M.A., Head Master of the Toronto
Normal School, and the first meeting for the discussion of educational
topics was held on August the 6th, 1861, in the city of Toronto, and
continued for two days. In the absence of the President the first
Vice-President, the late Mr. MecCallum, of Hamilton, presided. The
gecond President was the Rev. Dr. McCaul, of University College, Toron-
to, and the meeting for 1862 was held in Hamilton, but on account of the
absence of the President the first Vice-President, Mr. McCallum, filled
the chair. Allow me to quote two motions which were discussed at the

¥ . Hamilton meeting, for the purpose of showing the subjects which then

engaged the attention of the Association. The first is this : ¢“ That our
Secretary be instructed to invite the attention of the Chief Superinten-
dent of Education to the necessity of providing greater facility for
of teachers, requesting that not less than

at their disposal for that purpose,

the particu i eachers and their em-
ployers.”-—Ca.rried unanimously. which was moved by
Wm. Anderson, Esq., of Toronto, is as follows: ¢ That this Associa-
tion considers the provisions of the present School Act, ifi reference to
the examination of teachers and the granting of certificates of qualifi-
cation by County Boards of Public Instruction, have a tendency to
lower the professional status of teachers, and retard the progress of
common school education in the Province, by subjecting that large
class of teachers not holding Provincial Normal School Certificates to
repeated and unnecessary examinations,.and that it is highly desirable
that a Central Board of Examiners be appointed, with power, after due
examination, to grant certificates of equal extent and duration with
those granted by the Chief Superintendent of Education to students
who have attended the Provincial Normal Schoo 7 This motion, after
a long and spirited debate, Was voted down by a small majority. From
the above motions it will be seen that this Association was, even at that
early period.of its life, anxious to bring the influence of the Profession
to bear upon the authorities for the purpose of improving the School Law.
s Dr. D. Wilson, of University Col-

lege, Toronto, € ¢ the Hamilton meeting Kingston
was to be the place for the next meeting. ‘The annual meeting for
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1863 was helq in Toronto iy Consequence of the apparent apathy
of the teachers of Kingston, Ty the absence of the President the firgt
Vice-President, Mr. Lugk, presided. Wy, i

Proceed to businegg on the firg

quorum pregent,

Proceeded to
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would be, conducive to the interesty
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anxious friends were afraid that it would {'eceive harm from having so
many Normal School trained teachers among its friends and supporters,
while on the other hand, many among the Normalites were very ner-
vous about its future because of its friends being 80 numerous among
the County Board teachers. Notwithstanding the apprehensions of its
many friends, it has grown o be a strong and independent Associa-
tion. It pursued such a steady, straightforward course that very
soon all regsonable persons :nced that it aimed at being the
honest~gxponent of the Profession on matters educational. The in-
fluence that it has exerted, the good that it has accomplished, and the
reforms that it has commenced and helped to carry to completion, dur-
ing the twenty years of its existence, are, I hope, but an earnest of its
future in the work of stimulating and aiding the cause of education.

1 will now ask your attention, for a short time, to some matters con-
nected with the work of the school-room. :

Addison, in the Spectator, 8ays : « T consider a human soul with-
out education like marble in the quarry, which shows none of its in-
herent beauties till the gkill of the polisher fetches out the colours,
makes the surface shine, and discovers every ornamental cloud, spot,
and vein that runs through the body of it.  Education, after the
same manner, when it works upon a noble mind, draws out to view
every latent virtue and perfection, which without such helps are never
able to make their appearance.

«Tf my reader will giveme leave to change the allusion 80 soon upon

ake use of the same instance to illustrate yhe force of
education, which Aristotle has brought to explain his doctrine ‘of sub-
stantial forms, when he tells us that a statue lies hid in a block of
marble ; and that the art of the statuary only clears away the super-
fluous matter; and removes the rubbish. The figure is in the stone ;
the sculptor only finds it. What sculptureistoa block of marble, edu-
cation is to a human soul. The philosopher, the gaint or the hero, the
wise, the good or the great man, very often lie hid and concealed in a
plebian, which a proper sducation might have brought to light.”

In the above extract there are two words that would challenge at-
tention from any reader, but more  especially the attention of a
teacher. I refer to the words proper education. 1 ask your forbear-
ance for a short time while I direct attention to one point, in which I
think our practice is not in accordance with the science or theory of
education. The first period of school life should be 8o arranged that it
would make the change from home life to school life easy. There
should be no unnatural and violent changes. The child’s curiosity
which has been so potent in its education in the home, should be the
teacher’s ally in the primary course of the child’s training. Can the
freedom of the home life, with its many questions, be allowed any place
in the work of the school ? 1 think it can, and not only that it can, but
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Are not the younger scholars com-

school-rooms dingy and dreary !
ng at, or trying to print the letters

glled to spend long hours in looki
of their lessons ? y
‘How much more natural
consisted in some well consi
the exercise and development of
this be done ! By allowing the ¢
will call into exercise his senses.
form, colour, and number may be taught throu;
object, notably a flower, a bird, or an insect. The handling of such
objects leads to expression both by voice and hand ; how natural to
talk about the object handled, and attempt to sketch it. The step from
observing to comparing and grouping, or classifying, is easy. That
pupils who have had exercises adapted to develop the perceptive
faculties- are better fitted, thereby, for subsequent study, is evidenced
by the more rapid progress made by ex-kindergarten pupils than that
made by non-kindergarten pupils. Hear what the teachers of St. Louis
say :—*¢ The average intelligence of the kindergarten pupils is greatly
superior to that of children who enter school without previous training.
They observe accurately, geize ideas rapidly and definitely, illustrate
readily, and work independently. Thus far the promoted pupils of

the kindergarten have led every class into which they have been re-

ceived. In addition to superior general development, the kindergarten

children show special aptitude for arithmetic, drawing, and natural
science, have quick comprehension of language, and express their own
ideas with accuracy and fluency.” _In the majority of our schools, Tam
afraid that the system adopted has the effect of producing inertness,
by the repression of the child’s love of change; apathy, by repressing
his natural curiosity ; and dulness, from want of proper training of the
sonses. The point to which I wish to direct attention is this, that the
teacher of the primary class in school should strive to make the change
from home life to school life gradual, that the desire, which is in all
young children, to become acquainted with the things with which they

are surrounded, should be utilized in the gchool-room, and for a defin-
hild’s first year or two

in a school were employed in training the perceptive powers, he would
idly in all his after

be greatly benefited, and would advance more rapi
school life.
The moral training which may be given through such a method of
elementary education is a feature that is a strong recommendation in
its favour, but on which I shall not at presént say anything.
We may ask what should the teacher aim at as the result of his work

and real would primary education be if it
dered system that would aim specially at
the perceptive faculties. How may
hild to have access to those things that
Think how effectually and pleasantly
gh almost any natural

upon the minds of his pupils? - He should aim ab producing, as one of

such a knowledge of English as

the results of his work, pupils with
ument of improve-

would make reading a pleasure and an efficient instr
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Another of the

results of hig work s

hould be to. of g
ter—to impart gyl views of life, jtg respongi- que
168 and duties, a5 would help to fopm his pupils inte
You wil notice

generous and will
that I have mentioned

» of the many of w
d to by the teacher, two only, vz, g knowledge of nab
nglish and formation of characte Ma
In reference to a knowledge of our mother-tongue, I think we do of ¢
not give it that Prominence whigh it deserves—we do not devote 0By
enough of time o it. It does not occupy the fipgt Place in Pyblie tho
chool worlk i8 in part may be due to the influence of the Limit tho
issued by the school authoriteg, In Jupe, 1871, there wag ig s
the authoritjeg g Limit Table with the amount, of time to be de pre
' Per week, to each subject on the Public Schoo] Programme of
Allow me to quote from the time table then ssued. T quote Sel
e time allowed per week for the fifyh and sixth classes, which clagses tha
read in the Fourth ang Fifth Boo % Tespectively, and would nearly Pl
correspond with the Present.fourth and g}, classes ; the time for Read.- for
i hours ; for rithmetic, 3 hours ; fop Grammar, 2 hours ; for Al ™
gebra, 2 hours ; for omposition, 1 hoyy ;. for Geometry, 13 hours, T est
that in the Limit Table at least, 5 knowledge of English is made lig
0 appear legg Important thay 4 knowledp:e of mathematicg, 64
Ware that it iy not necessary now fop the teacher to confine Y;
n teaching any subject to the time get apart for it in the *
e—1I am aware that it is not now obligatory o conform to Al
able in the division of time to the respective clagges, But ley
only table of the king everissued by the Department for the 0
f teachers, it hag influenc®q teachers, anq that influence I 88
a8 placed the study of English ag Jegg Important than thyt of o
atics. Asg to which of the two studies—Enghsh or mathematicg Ly
greater practical valye for the Pupils of oup Public Schools, 108
hesitation in saying that Engligh ig by far the more import- ¥
- But it may be gaiq that for the menta] discipline that te
Mmatics giye they are entitleq to the first Place. In pg ly to ; a
Mr. E 1., 0umans says that the advocates of matﬁ
. “make extravagent clajms for i

ema- % -
mathematics, op the ground of the
Y afford, and theyp usurp for the i
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lish. What would you substitute for the present book? The

question would doubtless not be answered by all in same manner.
fessor Seely on that point: «The gelection of the series

will quote Pro
of writers to be read in the classes is an important question. You would

naturally begin with what is most attractive to young boys, such as .
Macaulay’s ‘Lays,’ Kingsley'’s ‘ Heroes,’ Scott’s ‘Poems’ and ‘Tales
of a Grandfather.’ To give our pupils an opportunity to read with
care some good English author with the view that they may become
thoroughly acquainted with what they read, and thereby develop
though! and taste, that they may become acquainted with some master-
piece of English, so that their style of writing may thereby be im-
proved, is a thing much to be desired.”

19,000 pupils of the Public

When we remember that there are over
Schools who are in the fifth and sixth classes, and that there are more

than 20,060 Public Sthool pupils over seventeen years of age, the im-
portance of suc
for reading the standard English authors, becomes very apparent. The
importance of it, viewed from a national standpoint, is not easy to over-
estimate. In a country like ours, where so much depends on the intel-
ligence of the public, anything that would tend to make the people &
reading and thoughtful community should be attempted.  Professor
Young said some years ago: «T will call no English education decent
g and girls from school unable to read ordin-
ary English authors intelligently.” President Eliot, of Harvard Col-
lege, says: ‘‘I may avow, a8 the result of my reading and obseryation
in the matter of education, that I recognize but one mental acquisition
as an essential part of the education of a lady or a gentleman—namely,
an accurate and refined use of the mother tongue. Greek, Latin,
French, German, mathematics, natural and physical science, metaphy-
sics, history and sesthetics, are all profitable and delightful, both
as training and as acquisitions, to him who studies them with in-
telligence and love, but not-one of them has the least claim to be called
an acquisition essential to a liberal education, or an essential part of a
sound tminilllli.” ‘ 3 :
I would like tc =ee more time given to the study of English in our
Public Schools. I would like to see English more studied because it can

be v‘vzade an instrument of training as well as & channel of information.
uld like to see English receive more attention in our Public

of good Eng

1

Schools because it would tend to form a habit and taste that would be

beneficial in after life. . :
ould receive

We will all agree that the moral nature of our pupils sh
attention as well as the intellectual and ‘physical. But there seems to
be a difference of opinion in regard to the method of training the moral
powers. Some entertain the opinion that example joined to the ordi-
nary discipline of the school will suffice. Others entertain the opinion

h a study of English-as would impart a desire and relish -

s s
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that instruction in moral duties is required. T entertain the latter
opinion. It is true that the discipline of a well-ordered school will
teach the value of order and method, of industry and a Jjudicious use of
time, of resolution and perseverance. These, and other personal
habits and qualities may be acquired through the discipline of a good
school. But the higher moral duties of sympathy, honesty, integrity,
truthfulness and the like should be pressed on the attention of the

pupils through kindly'and friendly talks: If something in the lessons, .

or some circumstan09 in the school or neighbourhood suggests the topic,

Paramount importance as to deserve attention. 1 do not speak of this
matter because I think there is any marked decline in the morality of
our pupils, but because I think we do not discuss how to teach morals
as frequently as we should. T think the subject should have more at-
tention at our county associations than it has had.

The teachers of Ontario rank high, morally and intellectually, and
while one, here and there, may not be fully alive to the claims of moral
training, T am convinced that the great majority are working faithfully
to train up a race that shall reflect credit on their teachers, and honour

on their country, by obeying the injunction, ¢ Fear.God. Honour
the king.,”

'THE NATURAL SCIENCES IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

BY MR. DAVID BOYLE, HEAD MASTER, ELORA PUBLIC SCHOOL.

M. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,—

Cast as our lot hag been, in this Province, at a time when it behoves
pupils and teachers of every rank and condition to fall upon their knees

Officials ; at a time when a teacher, to be a teacher worthy of the name,

direction when it passes another train, twice or half the same length,
going the opposite way, or the same way, at such and such a rate; or
when the hands of an eight-day clock, or a stem-winding watch, will
next be together, or at right angles, or in some other position, having
been so-and-so at a given time to start with ; a8 well as scores of simi.

T problems equally interesting, instructive and athletic ; at a time when

boy is'not much of a boy, and a girl no girl at all, who fail to make
‘their mark, or rather their'marks on a High School Entrance Arith.
‘metic Paper, although this ‘deficiency may be fully compensated by the
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ability to read, write and spell well, having at the same time & fair
knowledge of other branches usually taught in a Public School ; at a
doesn’t need to know the specific differences be-

and a cat-fish, or & sunflower and an ear of corn, provide
nation of figures by the unitary

tween a cab

always he can golve some crooked combi

or any other method, but especially by the unitary method ; at a time
lied with a cargo of thedis-

when the Great Eastern might easily be supp.
carded Algebraic and Arithmetical Manuals, of
tario can supply from half-a-dozen to a 8COTC, the cry being, ¢gtill they
come’ —atsuch @ time it will, to many, appear little short of the rankest
heresy, if one should dare to ask, even in the meekest manner possible
under the circumstances, whether this sort of thing has not gone far en-
ough for the present, and whether there is not some other means of
mental discipline, nearly, if not quite a8 good a8 that which has been for

g0 many years on the card.
le in which the case has been opened,

From the half-ludicrous sty
the thought may occur to you that the object of this paper i8 to decry
ts widest sense, and, corx‘espomlingly to

the study of mathematics in 1

laud the physical sciences. Such is not the intention, and he who woul

attempt to follow this line of argument would only lay himself open to

the severest censure of every right—thinking member of the Association.
ilar to that

To do so would, in fact, a course exactly siml
which it is the intention of these remarks to condemn.
i egchers or pupils 80 arranged

Were examination papers, either for ti
as to demand & highly philosop i wledge of the gtructure of the
English language, oF an ability to gpell every one of its fearfully and
wonderfully constructed words; were t d as to require &
erfect intimacy with universal history and geography ; Were they com-
irements in the

piled in such a way as to prove the most extensive acqul
arts of elocution, penmansh’ip, drawing,-or musicj or were they presented
1 e’ of biological information, we

in a form insisting upon the minuti®

should still feel warranted in entering a protest against the gystem.
Our charge is, not that there is too much mathematics, but that too
much is made to depend upon it, to the exclusion of other, and to the

minds of some people, equ lly important subjects.
i LY oht be said that there is not too great &

On the same principle, it mig
ded at examinations of all kinds, but

knowledge of orthography deman
that too much is made to depend upon it.

What is pleaded for in this paper is @ rational and liberal Public
School education (and by the term Public School, in its largest sense, M0&Y
be included High Schools), ion that will aim ab cultivating the
whole mind, ab giving scope to all the faculties, at really and truly open-
ing our eyes; and herein lies our plea for saying a..word or two in favour

of teaching physical geience.
If it be granted, and surely few will deny it, that no particular
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faculty of the mind should be Jorced without some very definite object

in view, and if it be also granted that only that system of education is a

correct gne which insists upon a proper use of man’s observing powers

—the ability to use his eyes and ears aright—the way is quite clear for
. what follows. ; .

But these are principles whose truth is not regarded as axiomatic,
or, if 8o, only to such a limited extent as to render it quite possible (or
convenient) for them wholly to be ignored.

That the mathematical athlete and the orthographical gymnast
have, under certain conditions, enormous advantages over others not
8o gifted, is only a fact of the baldest, and most self-evident kind, but,
we demur to the preposition that such attainments are a prime neces-
sity for every one to possess. Granting, however, that everybody
should have an opportunity to follow the bent of his inclination in this,
or gny department of a practical education, the question arises,
shotild we close to the student other avenues by means of which the

Same object may be attained, viz., the laying down of a broad plat-

~ form, upon which all may erect, at the least possible expenditure of
time and trouble, the superstructure of what is understood to be, in
this work-a-day era, a truly liberal education. :

Whilst freely acknowledging that much may be done by means of
application, in the way of removing innate poverty of ability to pur-
sue successfully this or that particular line of study, it is, ladies and
gentlemen, one of the most notorious facts to every one of us, that
there are pupils whose capacity forbids that they shall ever shine in
Some one or more branches, whilst, they at the same time exhibit un.
usual aptitude for something else. The truth of the matter is that not
one of us is perfectly balanced, and any attempt to make us all take the .
yery same course of study, is just a means of preventing us from fol-
lowing some other course. If T am resolved to leave this city for Mon-
treal,'T may refuse to go by the boat because I am in dread of shoot-
ing the rapids, or am solicitous regarding my stomach ; but that is no
il')ea.son' at all why I should be precluded from performing my journey

y rail. -
Now, we learn from various sources, more particularly from Gal-

. ton’s works on hereditary instinct and talent, that a large number of
those whose names are well known in the scientific world, only became
conscious of their own proclivities by means of some simple incident;,
or only took to the study of a given “ ology” owing to their attention
being directed to it in a purely adventitious manner. ~ What is
wanted then, in our schools to-day, is an opportunity for every boy
and every girl to find out and foliow that for which they find them- v

- selves best qualified, .not, by any means, to the total exclusion of
what they may happen to dislike, and which may, no doubt, be of

very great value to them at the same time. To g certain extent
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to demand un- -
The options do
al study in’ liew

the mnearest approach to what 18

4his has been done, but done in such a Way ag-nob
ualified praise, in the existing gystem of options.

not at present permit of a student taking any biologic
of something elge. Chemistry is

wanted.

When the new school law came into force,

granted to those who passed an examinati i chemistry, botany,

and natural history. _More recently it would appear that this plan
d, so that with the exception of the first named study,

has been droppe
wery little, indeed, i8 demanded.

of teaching physical gcience in our Public and
High Schools, two difficulties always present themselves : first, the
finding of those properly qualified to teach it, and gecond, the time to
do it in. 8o far a8 the former difficulty is concerne, it i
tinue to exist will appear eviden it i idered what
scant measure of attention i8 t
have the power either to Ma
country, for at least a generation.

rouble now in getting intelligent

" There i8 nothing like 80 much t
d arithmetic a8 there wWas twenty, fifteen, OF
irected efforts

teachers of grammal an
You all know why. With prope ]13y dir

even ten years ago.
the existing difficulty, would in like manndy, cease.
the time. Most of us are already grow in| aving too many sub”
jects. In rural schools, where only one teacher i8 employed, & -dozen
or a score of classes dai i very moment ab the
teacher’s disposal. In urban gehools 8 omotion,
i minations that oD’y i
i i ow thenis the thing

. .entrance, and I
tive stands any chance of even @& passing notice.
4o be done ! Let us take rural gchools fifst, and schools in the gmaller
villages. In guch places, were the teacher property qua.l_iﬁed, nothin
is easier than to imbue the minds of upils with a love for nature an
chool of this character

natural objects. Porhaps there ig hardly & 8
in the Province that does nob fritter away half-an-hour or an’ hour
i i tch or some other un rofitable way:

for a natural history object-
Jesson. Lt it be distinctly understood, that if you begin with %yook
dissertations on the history of your science, its aims and its uses, an
long-winded stories about men who have signalized themselves in
pursuit, ten to one you will. only gucceed in di sting those whom
you set out intending t0 divert, interest, and teach to think. ~ Butter-
flies and bees, frogs and snakes, rats and mice form splendid texts,
and every one of them i8 easily procumble. Mulleins and thistles,
and the common trees in the woods,
out a whole season. -
of the long extinet

every Friday 1o 8p
Just here there is i

burrs and dandelions, ¢
may be made to jeld abundant material through
In quarries, eld-stones, and gravel-pits, gome
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ancestors of our present fauna and flora may be found beautifully pre-
served, awaiting only the arrival of the youthful student to be picked
up and asked to tell their silent tale. Short excursions once or twice a
month in gearch of objects for the next few lessons always yield unspeak-
able pleasures both to teachers and taught.  That, by-and-by, the
taught will ask questions beyond the depth of the teacher, is not only

i§ j i In reality, when this
point is reached one of the chief objects has been gained.

Let no teacher in such a case either pretend he knows, and yield to
the temptation to give a doubtful reply, or feel ashamed to confess his
ignorance, but rather express a glesire to find out the truth, Aftera very
little while it will be found tha organized searching parties will be use-
less. Every one who has become interested (but that will not be every
one in the school) will carry on an independent quest, so that your desk
will be crowded with snail-shells, cocoons, insects, plants, pebbles, and

. fossils, as the auctioneer’s advertisements used to say, ‘‘too numerous
to mention.” Amid thege gatherings many specimens will undoubtedly
turn up that even the University of this i
to possess. Small cabinets then should b

couraged to form small ones for themselves

In the larger villages and in towns, even,‘ much can be done in an ex-
actly similar way. Besides this, ir

1 many places the trustees might be
sufficiently interested to make a small

providing cases, and

is difference however that

the pupils’ attention should
from time to time be directed to biographies or books of travel calcu-
lated to throw light upon, or lend interest to, a subject, the teacher him.
self'and the more advanced scholars referri

Ing now and again to techni-
cal treatises. In High Schools, as a matter of course, the opportunities

for teaching physical science are, or should be, quite superior in their
character, According to Prof, Huxley, and there is no better authority
iving or dead, about two hours a week would suffice to cover a great
deal of elementary ground, and enable pupils to leave school with at
least a moderate appreciation of the Shakespearean aphorism, that,
“‘One touch of nature makes the whole world kin,”
In all classes of schools, the teacher, in consideration of the training-
he ought to have received, should be so thoroughly saturated with phy-
sical science facts and theories, that he might be able to do a great deal
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much love for mathematics. Now, to my mind, this simply proves,
with some qualification, the truth of the old adage that ‘‘ what is one
man’s meat is another man’s poison ;” in other words that there are
two great classes into which the human family 1aay be divided, viz.,
those with a bent in the direction of mathematics, and those whose in-
clination is towards physics. If this be granted, and it will be difficult
8uccessfully to gainsay it, let us ask the question, What resource do we
leave those who have little or no mathematical talent ? Is a man to be
regarded as being in a state of mental vagabondage because he could
never find his way overthe ‘‘ass’s bridge?” Are we to furnish our fellow-
beings with no means of enjoying the sight of a grand old tree ora-,
sheet of water apart from the ability to compute the solid contents of
these objects ? Must we condemn thousands to go on wondering ig-
norantly how it is that this stone contains a fossil, and that that boulder
lies on the hilltop ?  Shall we continue to send out pupils from our rural
schools without one ray of light to illumine the, total darkness that
envelops .them,in regard to all the birds, and all the insects, and all
the plants that surround them, in the woods, the fields, and the way-
side? And yet this, ladies and gentlemen, is just what we are doing
every day.

You all know, for you have heard it a hundred times, the cry which
has been set up in more quarters than one, to the effect that we are
over-educating young Canada, and that the result of this over-educa-
tion is the swarming of our youth (and shall I say our beaity %) to the

“cities and the towns. So long as the preserit course of study is followed
out no other result need be looked for. We are over-educating in.the
sense that what we teach is too commercial and too pseudo-literary in
all its tendencies. Give a farmer's son a thorough drill in geometry,
algebra, arithmetic and book-keeping, and ten chances to one the in.
evitable conclusion of all his day-dreams will be, that nature has inten-
ded him for something better than a farm-drudge, and that henceforth °
he must see about getting possession of a country grocery and post
office, or find some sort of a clerkship in town, whence he may ulti-
mately make his way to the Finance-ministership of the Dominion, or
at the very least to becoming managing director, of some bank, or pro-
prietor of a large wholesale house ~How can it be otherwise ? = Here
i8 a boy, say sixteen years of age, surrounded by natural objects of
every kind, and-who has not probably ever heard one word to give
him any interest in them, beyond his father’s orders to do this or that
piece of work on the farm, and this, we know, is not the sort of talk
that delights the youthful ear. The course of education he has been
put through, laid special stress upon the value of certain goods con-
signed from Liverpool to Montreal or Toronto, the interest and dis-
count on given sums of money, the percentage chargeable on certain
bills of exchange, etc., etc., all quite proper, no doubt, and what every

.‘yo\mg X

. ,

——

resémt_)]
the evi
tablish
but ho
ince €d
every
school
nature
pal‘iSO
towar

;ghO“l'
in &
pu}‘e]
mine
.coal
.and

clud
.and
taug
.che!
88
buc
.stal
ju
bo;




es,
ne
\re

n-

-l

. THE NATURAL SCIENCES IN THE PUBLIC SOHOOLS. 43

d know, but it stopp ping there it

od there, and stop!
To remedy

young man ghoul
Tesdmbled My Grandfather's Clock "'—it stopPe short.
ol and Technological College have been €8
a of teaching is done,

gricultural Scho

4tablighed, where & greab deal of the desirable kin

compa.mtively of the young folk belonging t0 this Prov-
these advantages-

avail themselves of
hool in Ontario t0 in some sort & physical goience
be imbued with such @ 1ove of

every country 8
s of which pupils may
in all its aspects that the city would present few charms in con-
t the town an city gchools to do their share
ossess the land.”

parison, and we wan
towards inciting their young men to
But there i8 another reason, also economic 10 its character, why we %
ghould devote more attention to the study of physical gcience. We live, \
in a great country with & climaté ranging from almost sub-tropical to
purely arctic, and having ‘Within its boundaries some of the richest
its to be found anywhere in the whole world. ‘We have
ities, i copper,

mineral depos
gold at both the eastern an trgrmhes, iron,

¢ go up aI_ld P

d western eXx

i f limestone (in-
plumbago
d not every pupil be

le and lithograph
or by some gimple

“cluding marb
.and large quantities of ph
taught to recognize th

_as valuable a8 knowing
buctoo? We have an mmense variety
stately Pouglas pine of British Columbia
‘juniper © or. Is there any reason at all why ev
oy and .l should not be able to distinguish our P incipal trees’
by name from a glance at the leaf, the bark, or the i
there any reason why they ghould not be able to tell where these trees

ow |
Our perma.nent and mi
a8 we proceed in any dire 0
erally known regarding them? The same may b
tures, and of our plants. The fact of the matter is, that for all practica
so far 28 our i

us might just a8 well live in some @
don’t know our neighbours, and what ig worse, W
re indoctinating the

know them- Not only 80, but we &
in’ such a manner that they shall not know any
egsive charac-

“Jore than we do ourselves.
£ the beauties of physical gcience isits Progr
g, He can’t sit down and 88Y,

Now, one 0
ter. Its gtudent never ¢ ;
; ward and upw he must go i spite of himself.
i y thrown upon

¢+T¢ is done.” ard
is also experimanbal. Tts disciple i8 therefore frequentl
* his own resourees. “When one method of unlocking & secret fails, he
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must try another. If according to Dr. Erasmus Darwin, ““A fool is he
who never tried an experiment,” to how many of us does the definition
apply? It is ennobling too. Only the natural scientist can exclaim in-
telligently, ¢“Great and manifold are Thy works!” Neither is the lib-
eral tendency of the study its least merit. The true student of nature
learns to look beyond the narrow limits of time, country and creed ; to
regard every man asa brother, and if he be an evolutionist, as most are,
tc look upon the whole animate creation, in the words of ‘‘Pinafore,”
a8 ‘‘His sisters, and his cousins, and his aunts.”

Scant as is the notice this study has received at the hands of our
educational authorities, we find it making rapid headway in the mother
countries, notably in Germany and our own Britain. It is almost im-
possible now-a-days to read a newspaper, or even a novel, without
stumbling across some allusion to biological research. - The press is
pouring forth every year thousands of works having a direct bearing
upon physical science, which has only succeeded, during the life-time of
every one here to-day, in taking its proper place in the fore-front of
those subjects that occupy the attention of intelligent men.

As a matter then of self-protection, or self-preservation, as teachers,
we sheuld see, in such a case, that we are not left behind. Even on
the. ground of being fashionable (and probably this will appeal to the
foelings of the ladies), it is our duty to pay some attention to what all
the rest of the world is talking about, to provide ourselves against
being compelled to sit in any company ‘‘ mute, inglorious,” and
abashed listeners to conversation beyond our depth ; conversation

which, from the position we hold, it ought to be our privilege to lead.
In the meantime, and until we prepare ourselves in this as thoroughly
a8 the law compels us to do in other things, we must justgoon likeedu-
cational quacks, administering to our juvenile patients doses of arith-
metical astringents, and grammatical cathartics, utterly oblivious of
tl;e. inhﬁrent curative properties possessed by Dame N ature, the mother
of us all.

From the point of view assumed in this paper, it must appear evi-
dent how wofully deficient all our text-books are. They are as well
adapted in almost every respect for Great Britain as they are for this
““Canada of ours.” That these books have the commercial tendency
already complained of, a momentary glance will show.

Our cousins in Newfoundland are wiser thanwe in such matters. In
the geography of that island for the use of schools, published in 1877,
by Mr. Jas. P. Howley, out of the 70 pages the book contains, 80 pages
are devoted to brief but concise descriptions of the climate, soil, tim-
ber, metals, minerals, mammals, birds, fishes and insects.  There is
nothing like thiz, so far as I am aware, in the whole of our series. We
are afforded texts in immense variety, and behests to make use of
them, for the analysis of complex sentences, and the parsing of oddly
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narrow literary tendency ; that to this tendency is due the rush of so
many young men to the large centres of population in search of what,
looking at their scholastic training, they regard as the most congenial
occupations ; that it is possible for the schools to do as much towards.
counteracting the tendency in question as they now do towards its en-
couragement ; that a course of physical science from the primary to
the higher schools, would be likely, in a great measure, to fulfil the
purpose in view, by directing attention to the natural resources and
capabilities of the Province ; that this may easily be effected by the
demand for more knowledge of the requisite kind, and, perhaps, less
of some other sort; and that the study of physical science is, as a
means of mental discipline, fully the equivalent of any other course,
generally, and, so far as Ontario is concerned, likely to prove of more
than usual practical utility. Any fear that the ranks of commerecial
and professional life might, by pursuing this course, become depleted,
is perfectly groundless. Natural selection, outside of any aid extended
to it by artificial means, will always enable the right man to find the
right place. The round man in the square hole, or wice versa, would be
a thingof far rarer occurrence than it is to-day, and the number, who,
- a8 at present, have so much difficulty in meeting with any sort of a hole
at all that they are qualified to fill, materially diminished.
Let us, at the very least, in all our teaching, try to impress upon
the youth of this land, in whatever relates to its immense physical re-

sources and great natural beauties, that ignorance is not bliss, and that
it is not folly to be wise. St :

PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATIONS IN COUNTY MODEL
SCHOOLS,

MR. JOHN DEARNESS, I. P. 8., EAST MIDDLESEX,

In the preliminary discussion of my subject, *‘ The Professional Ex-
amination of Teachers,” at the meeting of the Directors, the only limi-
tation or suggestion proposed was that I should consider the causes and
- effects of the hﬁe annual increase in the number of teachers, and how
this increase could be checked in case it were shown to be an evil.. This
point, I shall notice but briefly for two reasons : first, it is my intention
to consider, not how to diminish or limit the number of teachers, but
how. to improve their efficiency ; second, the over-crowding of the pro-
fession is the subject of a paper to be Tead before the Section of this
Association which it specially affects. Itis unquestionable that there is
loss to the country when the number of persons annually added to the
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paration of the candidates at the time of their entrance on the practi-
cal training work, mentioning particularly incorrect pronunciation,
bad reading, ungrammatical conversation, general superficiality. I
assert without fear of contradiction in the face of facts I can adduce,
that passing the intermediate examination does not prove a sufficient
criterion of the literary qualifications of the would-be teacher. It is
not uncommon that candidates who write, in the same month, on both
the third and second class examinations pass the latter and fail on the
former. One such last year with us made only five per cent. on his third
class arithmetic paper. At our Model School examination before the
last, only one teacher-in-training in the whole class, comprising several
‘“ Intermediates,” corrected, even after repeated trials, a sentence that
had been used by one of the examinees. The sentence was ‘‘ Let every
one of you try and see if you can do it?” Reading is shamefully neg-
lected in the High Schools, at least in those (there were eight of them
represented at our recent third class examination) which supply us with
candidates. I digress to state in this connection that it is frequently
remarked by persons from Britain and the United States that our chil-
dren read badly considering their advancement in other studies. Visit-
ing a number of American schools this summer convinced me of a state-
ment I had heard several times, that in reading, practical composition,
drawing and singing, the Americans are in advance of us and vice versa
with regard to arithmetic and technical grammar. This difference is
largely owing to the text-books and examinations. In English gram-
mar for example we may use our choice of Davies, Swinton, Morris or
Mason, among them works as good as the best of their class, but in
reading, fhe most important subject on the programme, we have no
option. (Let any one compare our authorized reading-books with Ap-
pleton’s,\ for example. He will cease to wonder that there is a differ-
ence, to our’disadvantage, between the reading in the American and
Canadian schools. It is time to let the. text-books on history, and
grammar, and arithmetic rest for a season, and direct our attention and
energies to the reform of our wretched text-books in reading. In order
to hasten our readiness for the reception of such a much-needed reform,
I recommend every teacher to procure a sample set of Appleton’s, or
McGuffey’s readers, compare them with ours, and pass them round
among the people of his neighbourhood to do likewise. To resume, the
Model School masters are expected to teach those young people, thus
ill-prepared, to read well in less than two months. Then there are hy-
giene and physiology, school law and mental arithmetic, all to be
taught in this well-filled seven weeks’ session. In Middlesex—I do not
know how it is in other counties—writing, too, has to be taught. Penman-
ship is not one of the subjects on the Intermediate programme. It is

unnecessary to add the consequence. The students seem to acquire a .

manner of secrawling their work on paper, with a regard to despatch only.
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ement on paper oF blackboard is often very faulty.
= t.-‘-9x$125= .16

yracti-
'a,t?zﬂ The style of arrang
Y. i Hereisa sample : ‘7 f. 6in. long x &1 = : :
duce . Answer.” S@udents who get into the habit of gaving time at the ex-
Boient . ense of logic and perspicuit must be taught to. take time evel to
It is punctuate their written golutions of problems- Yot all this is only #
- both, small part of the work to be done in this ghort session. The syllabus
5 tha _ pre;it:red for Model Qohools contains twenty-seven 1ectures. Several
third of these lectures present in eac one of them topics enough to engage
e tho the study of the tea.chers—m-trammg for a wee For exampie, in the
Araral ! third lecture, by no means o widest, the master 18 supposed t0 deal in
o that one hour with correction and prevention of offences, corporal pumish-
every ment, public censure, de erit marking, detention, guspension, expul-
/ neg- gion, and rules for inflicting p\mishment. T maintain that were the
them. gession 1engthened there is necessity for cutting © all the work that
 with cSo‘lﬂd 1be_ fairly done pefore the would-be teacher enters the Model
en chool. : »
rchtilff The remedy which I propose to meet the cases of imperfect literary
Visit- qua.liﬁca.tion, wretched penmanship, incorrectness and obscurity ©
atate. ‘ method, and to relieve greatly the excessive pressure 01 the time O
tion the session, 18 4o establish an entrance examination, at which candidates
sawars should be examined by the County Boards on uniform papers on the
n06.is following gubjects : ;
ram- Reading, t0 test correctness and fluency-
< S Woriting, 88 ghown by & portion of dictation, by specimens for head
ut in lines, methods of putting on paper, 88Y» easy Parsing and simple prob-
el 10 lems in Arithmetic. : :
- Ap- School Law and Regulations, 88 far as relating to teachers.
i Physiology and Hygient Buckton’s text-book.
ahd Theory. © Education, from Currie'’s ¢ Common School Educa.tion"
and and ¢ Jewell’s School Government.”
 and This examination can be conveniently established to take the place
order of the non-professional third class examination, and it is very necessary
orm )‘/ for the reasons have advanced, MoOre particula.rly gince 1ads passing
’s, i 4 the Intermediate, 887 at fourteen yea.rs”of age, would have four years to
ound rust perhaps before entering the Model School.
, the The work iust outlined, which might a8 well, if not better, be
thus done before the student enters, is ab present, besides the real work
o hy- for which the odel Schools were established, crowded into about
o be forty days. o masters and teachers-in-trainin by the method
o not : have pr0posed, relieved of & large amoun of theoretical work, wou
man- _ have more kime and energy 10 devote to the study and practice ©
Itis modes of organization, mmagement, an hing. Then, too, the
irain method of teaching dmﬁngkmlght find a place in the syllabus.
only. e come NOW to spea of the final examination at the Model
- §ohools, and here a still greater want of uniformity prev ils. At some
LD i
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schools the examination occupies more than a week, including the time
.taken to read the papers ; in others, two days. One young man who ap-
plied to have his certificate endorsed said the
~ menced in the morning, and they went home with their certificates the
same evening. According to the last published report only four per
cent. of the applicants were rejected ; thirty-three of the fifty Model
Schools in operation rejected none. In Middlesex last year twenty-four
were rejected (some of them the second time) out of forty-nine ap-
plicants. I know of three candidates who obtained less than five per
cent. in aptitude and practice in teaching, and who seven weeks after-
wards obtained about nittety per cent. in the same subject at other
Model Schools.

These facts, and many more that could be added, show the very
great want of uniformity in the final examination. Since the
nature of this examination determines largely the character of the
work done during the session, and is the protection of the public
against the imposition of inapt and unqualified teachers, it is the
duty of the authorities to provide for an examination that will prove
fair, but thoroughly effectual for its purpose. I cannot more practi-
cally treat this part of my subject than by describing a programme simi-
lar to that of our own examination, which naturally would be the best
I know, since every undoubted improvement we can hear or think of is
adopted. Each candidate teaches two lessons before the full Board,
one selected by himself, the other by the examiners, His teach.

most important points is discussed

specimens as for head lines, one-third on the writing in their books con.
taining the notes on the sessional lectures, and one-third on the wri.
. ting on the blackboard. It is very important that teachers know how t6
write well and to make good figures on the blackboard. In reading, ex-
amples were selected to test specially pronunciation, fluency, and accen-
tuation respectively. In mental arithmetic the master assigns a mark
an the basis of his weekly examinations, the Board asgigns a mark out
of one-third of the total for a paper of easy problems, and the remaining
value is assigned for rapidity and accuracy of addition, multiplication,
etc., the candidates being taken separately and the time noted ; addi-
tions, etc., are made aloud, Each is examined in what may be called
conversation. To him are proposed familiar and easy questions requir-
ing lengthy answers, in which his vivaocity, choice of language, and cor-
rectness of syntax are noted. I may be added in this connection: that
too many of the teachers are careless and incorrect in the construction

ir (his) examination com.-.
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of their sentences. In one foremoon & Normal School gecond-class
teacher used the following expressions: «What will I do with that
boy ; he does be late near every gy’ . “The fourth class have went
through fractions.” I don't learn them spelling in the First Book.”
Equally fair and nearly a8 thorough is the written exami tion on the
prescribed portions of school-1aw, hygiene, and the theory of education.
Regardless of the standing a can idate obtains in the other subjects, he
a failure in the practice of teaching, including energy, or:
gome who woul
feel warranted in

der, and the power to secure attention. There are

make efficient agsistants, whom the examiners do not

certificating to take sole charge of @ achool. To meet these cases &
gistants’

tod allowing the Board to grant as

regulation ought to be adop’ i v e
es, the bel

certificates. In publishing the names of success

arrangement would be in the order of the officiency shown in their

teaching. The County Model School system i8 yet crude in its details.

hed on the examinations onty. There is room for a more
nt of Model Schools and the work

done in them. This pl
ractical 3 it‘is, or May Y

1t is the chef d cuvre of the school le islation under the pres

The Honourable the Minister, of ducation and the Sub-Committee

on Model Schools, especially the Chairman, deserve our gincerest

gratitude for inventing and i i The enthusiastic

ich the Model School Masters have thrown themselves

i As an experiment it may

manner in whic
into the work cann
ete success, but the reports from all quarters

be regarded as & compl
indicate that the experiment ig in-dang
for a time, unless saved by early legislation affecting
and management. The Government an ounty grants must be
made secure, if not increased. To discuss these questions is beyond
the limits of the gubject assigned me, but so great is the urgency ©
the case that I earnestly hope & carefully considered expression O
opinion on these points will be given by the Association.
I cannot ¢lose the subject of Professional Fxaminations without re-
ferring to those held at the Normal Schools. The basis of the latter is
not generally understood, ] gults are very perplexing.
At the examination before the last a large number, 1 believe about
the candidates, were rejected ; at the last only two or three. Perhaps
the difference Was altogether in the attendants. At the former eight
persons Wit d experience as teachers 1 was acquain
were examined. Of these decidedly the ‘most successful teacher failed ;
next to him came three of about equal efficiency, one of whom failed.
ded. 'The first referred

Of the remainder, 80Me failed and some succeece
iect. There i8 only one other teacher

to failed in drill for one subj
in East Middlesex who teaches drill equally well. ~ His failure was in-

ot be praised tco highl
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explicable as he is a good scholar and a most successful teacher. It
is unnecessary to multiply examples similar to the one just mentioned.
There are enough of them to establish a rule that there is some important
factor wanting in the examination of the Normal School students.
The detailed report of the Public School Inspector on the experience of
the teacher might be obtained and "considered in the granting of
certificates. More than in the case of County Model Schools is there
room and need for a searching paper on the whole Normal School
question. )

In conclusion—for T wish to be brief to allow time for a full discus-
gion—some may think that my illustrations are pictured in too sombre
colours. I offer no apology. My statements are bright compared with
what they would be in a paper written in a fault-finding spirit. I am
proud of our national system of education, yet sensible to a few of its
defects. In that able series of articles on the Dominion of Canada, in
Scribner, the Rev. Principal Grant, of Queen’s, states what has been fre-

uently asserted before on good authority, that ‘‘the French members of

the Legislature are a better average in point of education than the Eng-

lish. They are certainly their superiors in precision and elegance of lan-

* guage.” This does not prove the system of popular education in the

sister Province to be better than ours, for we know it is not, but it in-

. dicates one serious defect in our system. The lectures and discussions

we heard yesterday on industrial drawing and physical science would

lead us to consider whether our popular education is & grand delusion
or not.

We have commenced to climb the hill of perfection with ¢ Excel-
sior” for our motto ; perhaps wé have proceeded as far g8 any other na-
tion, but we are yet so-far from the top that it is lost to our view, A
danger lies in the applause we have received, for what with diplomas
and medals and conferences of the Qrder of the Palm Leaf and hon-
ourable mentions the world has awarded our educationists and system
of national education, we may become so satisfied that, wrapping our-
gelves ‘in stupefying self-conceit, we will, like the fabled hare, lie down
to rest, and awaken to find even the tortoises abreast of us.
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