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LETTERS FROM CANADA.

No. I.

Toronto, C. W., August, 1854.

" Mt Dear Wyndham,

"I am very glad to hear that my answers to your various

questions for the guidance of the parties about to leave your noble rela-

tive's estates have been useful, lie assured that upon their aTivai here

they shall have the best advice and assistance I can render thtai, in lo-

cating them near those who have preceded then"^ and almost all of

whom, I am happy to say, are progressing favourably, avid many of them

have had great success, and have already, from small land-renters and

cottagers, become land owners to the extent of many thousands of acres

—say nothing of having arrived at the dignity of squires, town council-

lors, reeves, and in more than one case, the privilege of writing J. P.

after their names.

" Among the names of those which will be most familiar to you are

hose of

All of them desire to be kindly, and some of them 'gratefully,' remem-

bered to you and to him ; an expression which nine years ago would not

have fallen from their lips. The very step which at that time seemed

harsh to those who clung to the 'auld roof-tree,' however humble that

home may have been, has turned out a blessing, and raised them to a

position which in the old country they never could have reached.

" ' The old country,' and ' home !
' It is truly cheering to see and hear

how fondly and frequently these words are uttered here. It has made

my old heart stir within me, to hear them in the Viceroy's speech, the

Provincial Parliament, the drawing room of the colonial aristocrat, and
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the shanty of the settler, far, far away in the backwoods, where tidings of

home seldom come. There are in these words endearing associations,

which time and distance cannot diminish or obliterate. Here they have

a magic and a force which I cannot describe. It is a word that conjures

up memories of the past on which the heart loves to linger—the memory

of prayers uttered on bended knees at the feet of departed parents, who

blessed our early and guided our advancing years, when the passions of

youth were unsubdued, and the principles of manhood unconfirmed. It

recalls the abode of distant, most loved and loving friends, and brings

back scenes on which the eye has not rested for many a year of anxious

strun'fle and final success. I must tell you a little anecdote on this point

which moved me exceedingly. I called one day while in the bush at the

house of a venerable old man of eighty—a soldier and gentleman—who

had been here forty years, and seldom got any tidings from home. I

happened to have in my pocket-book a primrose which dearest

sent me in a letter, and I placed it on the old man's knee, and said, ' Did

you ever see a flower like that ?
' The old man took it up, and when he

recognized it, he kissed the pale flower o^er and over again, and, bend-

ing his aged head, he wept like a child, so long and so violently that I

was alarmed. Who can tell what tlioughts this little flower awakened in

the old man's mind ? The thoughts of some shady lane, perchance, near

the unforgotten home of his childhood

—

• The first-love beat of his youthful heart,'

a mother's gentle look—a father's word of approbation or sign of re-

proof—a sister's gentle love—a brother's fond regard—handsful of

flowers plucked in green and quiet meadows—bird's-nests admired, but

not touched—the Sabbath call to prayer and praise. It was too sacred a

sight for a stranger's eye. I don't think ho could have spoken ; I am
sure I could not. So I wrote in pencil a few words promising to see him

again, and, if we should both be spared, that he should next spring have

a pale memorial of spring and home from the same green lane as the

one which had, much to his honour, elicited ' a soldier's tear.' * *

'* All the favourable impressions of Canada which I named to you be-

fore have been fully confirmed upon a more accurate inquiry into her

wonderful resources and capabilities; if there be any country which de-

serves to be known at home, that country is Canada. We seem never to

have realized what Canada really is, and have always thought of her as a

desolate and chilly place, the abode of anthropophagi and mosquitoes,

from whence we got ice and pine timber ; instead of which it is a country

about four times the size of the British possessions in Europe, produ Ing

almost every thing which can minister to the comforts and luxuries ol life,

and where, within the space of less than fifty years, millions of acres of

land have been converted from forest and swamps into fruitful and well

cultivated farms, supplying not only the wants of its own rapidly increas-

ing population, but enabling us to export produce to the States and Eng-

land to the value of many millions sterling every year.



" I do not wonder that the despatch from Lord Elgin has been read with

eiarpriso and interest, and it must have been a pruud day for him when the

temporal condition and prospcctH of the country enabled him to dictate

and sign that document. It is well for Canada that she hna as a ruler a

man of enlightened mind and onward views ; and his name will be re-

membered with gratitude, when ps> sion, and prejudice, and politics enable

another generation to estimate his talents more calmly than can be done

just now.
" The progress of Upper Canada has been really «» jrderful, especially

when it is borne in mind, that during the brief pc.nod oi' our national his-

tory, not yet sixty years, she has had to contc ud against the disadvanta-

ges of a war in 1812 and a rebellion in 18j7. At present, the informa-

tion I convey to you is confined to Upper Canada. I do not know much

yet of the Lower Provincp, but quite enough to make mo desirous of

knowing more of the country and of the people. They are not one whit

behind Upper Canada in loyal devotion to our good Queen ; and if within

the last sixty years they have not progressed quite as much as the Upper

Province, some of this shoitcoming must be attributed to a climate less

favourable to the production of wheat—our great staple—and also to the

operation of the Seignorial Tenure Jiill, which, within five years, I hope

to see abolished.

''Canada has a f-uitful soil and a fine climate—she has before her a

glorious prospect, and her sons and daughters a lofty mission—she is a

land of kindling energies, and of untold and undeveloped resources, which

will give her soon a place and a name among the nations of the earth

—

she entertains a warm and aF:ctionate regard for the old 'house at home,'

and a deep feeling of loyalty towards her Sovereign, and it would have

delighted that distinguished personage could she have seen the way in

which her last birthduy was celebrated on this side of the Atlantic.

" I speak advisedly when I say that Canada can offer lo the capitalists

of England as good security for any moneys they may invest here, and

for which 8 per cent, is cheerfully given, as can be offered in that great

old-world institution—that 'beautiful simplicity'—your 3 percent, conso-

lidated annuities. The kind of securities 1 more particularly allude to are

the Government, County, Township, and Municipal Bonds, all of which

are secured, directly or indirectly, upon the 340,000 square miles of free-

hold land,* of which

FORTY MILLION OF AGUES

are owned, occupied, and cultivated by 200,000 industrious, contented,

and loyal landowners. These lands, which form a very small proportion

of those equally capable of successful cultivation, are assessed at a clear

annual value of £60,000,000 sterling: while the whole national debt does

not amount to the private fortune of many individuals in Great Britain.

'' Upper Canada, 140,000 square miles; Lower Canada, 200,000 square
miles.
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"Bonds of one hundred pounds each and upwards arc to be had, the

interest on which at six per cent, can be paid in London as regularly aa

they can get it at homo. Six per cent, is the legal rate of interest, but

there is no penalty by a recent law for taking more. The banking sys-

tem here rests upon a most solid foundation. No new bank can be es-

tablished which has not first deposited with the Government an amount of

Provincial Bonds equal to its intended circulation of notes, and those

notes must be countersigned by the Inspector-General, or some one ap-

pointed by him. The Oovomment permits these bonds to be issued, and

guarantees the re-payment of principal and interest at six per cent, to the

lender. The whole sum is paid off in the course of twenty-four years, and

care is taken that the sum borrowed shall only bear a certain proportion

to the assessed value of the county or township. No security can be bet-

ter than this.

" The Township Bonds are issued for similar purposes, and afford

equal security, the only difference being that the county bonds are a

mortgage upon the whole county, and the Township Bonds upon the

lands of the township only. Tlioy, too, are prohibited from raising be-

yond a certain per centagc upon the assessed value.

"The Municipal Bonds are issued by the cities of Canada for the pur-

pose of sewerage, public roads, &c., &c., and secured upon the whole

property of the city, and generally repaid in twenty year?.

" AS TO AXXriTASTS AT HOME.

A person at home, aged twenty-one, to secure an annuity, under the Le-

gacy Duty Act, of £100 per annum, would have to sink a sum of about

£1600 ; here he could get the same income by investing that sum in Ca-

nadian securities, and save his principal.

"Again, a lady of sixty at home with a capital of £5000, could only

get an income of £150 per annum from the funds. She could get from

henco, for the remainder of her life, when advancing years require in-

creasing comforts, £400 a year half-yearly in London ; and thus be en-

abled to leave her little fortune to her relatives, undiminislicd by any of

those attenuating processes with which your Chancellors of the Exchequer

sometimes indulge you.

" To parties willing to lend money upon mortgage, the Legislature

affords first-rate security. In regard to the investigation of title, a regis-

try office is established in each county, for the registration of all deeds

and wills relating to land there. Registration is so far compulsory, that

unregistered deeds are valid only as between the parties, and may be dis-

regarded in looking into a title. Thus, suppose that A sells to B who
neglects to register his deed, and C subsequently purchases from A, and

registers ; the title of B to the land is gone, and he can look only to his

remedy against A for fraud. The investigation of title is also much fa-

cilitated by the fact, that land generally has not as yet changed hands

very often, and that conveyances are very simple, and fr«e from those



questions of trusts and settlements whieii are often found to complicate

and embarrass titles in England. With this safeguard, fraud is almost

impossible.

*' With respect to the valuation of property offered as security, there

cim be no difficulty on this point : each furm in the country, and lot in

town, is valued for the purpose of taxation by county officers regularly

appointed, who are directed by the statute to estimate the property ' as

they would appraise the same in payment of a just debt due from a sol-

vent debtor.' The assessors' certificate can be obtained, and their esti-

mate may be relied upon as clearly within the cash value. When the

loan is large, and it is desirable to obt<vin more particular information, an

agent is sent to a surveyor living in the county, and employed to report

upon the value. When houses form part of the security, the borrower is

required to insure to the amount loaned, and assign the policies.

" You must look upon this letter as a kind of text for future ones—

a

mere outline—which I shall fill in from time to time."

No. IF.

"Toronto, August, 1855.
" My Dear Wvnpham,

"Having told you the many advantages with which Providence has

blessed this province, the very name of which you once told me used to

make you shiver, I now tell you some of its drawbacks.

" The first of these is a long winter. This, however, is our Maker's

will, and it does not become us to repine. It has, moreover, its uses and

advantages as I will show elsewhere, and is yearly mitigated by clearing

lands, draining swamps, and various other agricultural improvements. We
want more places of woi-ship—more pastors—representatives in the Impe-

rial Parliament, or authorized agents at home—trees for shade, shelter

and ornament—hedgerows—coal—access to public libraries—male and

female domestic servants—more money, or banks with more capital

—

more good beer and less bad whiskey—in the concoction of which filthy

poison it is computed that 6,000,000 bushels of native grown grain are

annualiy consumed 1 In this latter matter we are without excuse. Barley

produces admirable crops in both provinces—say 25 bushels an acre.

Hops are indigenous, and grow every where. They are, too, less infested

with the blight and louse than at home. I know an instance in the

splendid township of Whitby, where a friend of mine, a Yorkshireman of

the name of Kitson, sold the produce of three acres of hops for 1000

dollars—£200 of your money, and got a first prize at the Horticultural

Show. What Mr. Bitsou did can be done by thousands of others, and
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the country might becomo weaned from the consumption of a beverage

of a most injariouB character, and the fatal eOectM of which are painfully

numerous among us.

"Agriculture is progressing most satisfactorily among us, 08 you will

see by the following products ;
Upper Canada alone, for one year ending

January, 1852:

—

Wheat 12,fi00,000

Barley 0,000,000

Rye 479,000

Pease 2,870,000

Oata 11,000,000

Maize 1,000,000

Potatoes 6,000,000

Turnips 3,000,000

Carrots 174,000

lbs.

tons,

lbs.

Hops 113,000

Hay 080,000

Wool 2,700,000

Maple Sugar... 3,500,000

Butter 15,900,000 «

Cheese 2,200,000 "

Beef. 111,000 barrels.

Pork 300,000 "

Tobacco 700,000 lbs.

" The amount of stock returned was as follows :

—

Bulls, oxen, &c 1.10,000

Calves and Heifers 254,000

Milch Cowa 290,000

Horses 200,000

Sheep 909,000

Pigs 670,000

"the I'UOGUESSIVK VAU'E OV STOCK

may be gathered from the following table, and you must bear in mind

that when I name tlie price of any Cmimlian produce the sun* named is

in ' currency,' unless I distinctly call it sterling value ; the simple way to

bring which into sterling money is to deduct one-fifth.

1833. £
Horses 10

Working Oxen, per pair 15

Sheep

Cowa 3

Pigs, of 300 lbs. each, per cwt

Lambs

Oxen for slaughter, per cwt

1850. £
Horses 15

Working Oxen, per pair 17

Sheep

Cows 5

Pigs, of 300 lbs. each, per cwt

Lambs

Oxen for glaughter, per cwt 1

1853. £
Horses 25

Working Oxen, per pair 20

8. d.

to

6

15

12

3 9

15

<<

«

s. d.

to

10 «

7 0"
0"

15 "

5

0"
«

8. d.

to

GO"

£ 8. d.

15

17 10

7 6

4

17 6

6

1

£ 8. d.

20
20

12 6

6 5

1

7 6

16
£ 8. d.

35

22 10
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1853. (Continued.)

Sheep 17 C " 1 10 0*

Cows fi 5 «' 7 10

Pig8, of 300 Iks. each, per cwt 1 f» « 110
Lttiuhs 10 « 12 6

Oxoii for slnu;^htcr. per cwt 15 0" 1 10 Of

" It m irnpoasihle to eatitmito the miachiof and injury to theinsoIvcH nnd

tlie country ariHin>^ from tho n^tention of large blocks of land in this most

favoured part of tho I'rovincf, to tlie extent of many thousands of acres

earii, l)y iand-jolibors and specuh tors. Every thing is retarded hereby

—

settlement, roads, schoois, progress of all kinds. The (iovcrnment, how-

ovor, is about to meet this case, by surveying and oHoring for sale, on

easy terms of pnyniont and low prices, millions of acres of land in both

provinces, quite as capable of successful cultivation as those held by these

selfish people, who nev(T again will realize the amounts at which they

have refused to sell. 'J'hey deserve no pity and will get none.

" You cannot conceive the singularly cold and dreary appearance of

the whole country from the want of hedgerows, and clumps of trees for

shade, Hhclter, ami ornament around the homesteads. You may travel

hundreds of miles nnd nothing meets the eye but tho interminable snake-

fences.

" With the early settlers every tree was a weed of gigantic growth.

'Down with it' was the universal motto. Many persons have wasted

and burnt timber to the value of the fee-simple of their estate.

" T submit the following sketch very respectfully to the patb-maflters,

and fence-viewers of Canada, and I leave them to consider which side of

tho road looks best.

" Tho answer I invariably got during my early acfiuaintanco with

Upper Canada, ' Oh, sir, the hedges won't grow, our winters are so

severe.' lUit there is also another reason—they are too lazy to try I

There are plenty of plants growing at their very doors ; the English thorn

thrives with moderate care ) the beech would form an impervious hedge

*Leicesters.

fTho present price of stock, &c., will bo found in another portion of the

work.

—

Edixou.
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in three years ; the bnckthorn (Rhaninus catharticus) grows with great

rapidity, and has the advantage of forming a very thick hedge, and one

which, from its medicinal properties, the cattle will not nibble at.

" Upper Canad' i farmers are constantly abusing the climate of Lower

Canada, but in the uftighbourhood of Quebec there are luxuriant hedge-

rows for miles round and beautiful clumps of trees of every variety."

II

No. III.

"London, C. W., Sept. 1856.

«' M V DtAR Wyndham,

" I have been spending a few weeks in this fine portion of Canada,

and am much delighted with all I have seen, and see from day to day. I

have not confined myself to the beaten track, but have wandered about

beyond the regioiis of stage-coaches and crowded streets. While I con-

tinue to grumble at the absence of all taste for floriculture, at the abun-

dant evidences of the most inconceivably-primitive state of farming, the

utter ignorance, practically, of draining, or irrigation, still there is pro-

gress 1

"You cannot imagine the painful silence which pervades the 'bush.'

I have walked hundreds of miles at .different times alone, and for hours

together I never saw a living creature in the shape of an animal, a bird,

or a butterfly. Yet there are many, and beautiful, and rare specijnens of

all to be found in Canada. Once now and then a Vanessa Antiopa would

cross my path-~then, perchance, the scarlet tanager, Tanagra rubra, and

the beautiful meadow lark, Alauda magna, would delight the stranger for

a moment with a sight of their beautiful plumage. We have, among

other rare birds, the white-winged crossbill, Loxia leucoptera.

"I suppose, however, the taste and the search for these beautiful objects

will arise among us one of these days. I know throughout Upper Canada

only one English gentleman, Mr. Cottle, of Woodbtock, who takes any

interest in ornithological pursuits and investigations.

"It will be hardly possible for

' You gentlemen of England

Who live at home at ease,'

to realize what has to be done and is doing here. That nearly Forty

Million Acres should have been brought into gradual and productive

cultivation—that the immemorial forest should have given place to the

waving cornfield, the laden orchard, the pretty village, the thriving town,

the stately city—that the placid lake should bear on ita broad bosom
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solendid steamers, instead of the birch-bark canoe of the poor Indians,

ani all within sixty years, is matter at once for deep congratulation to the

people of Canada, and anxious attention in those who now, or rcay here-

after, direct her worldly destinies. That much was due, under Providence,

to the steady good sense and discretion of Lord Elgin, I am quite con-

vinced, being able to look upon the events of the last five years with no

party prejudice. I should really consider it as a serious evil if his lord-

ship should not return to complete those plans of internr.l improvement,

both social and intellectual, which ho has indicated, and which the Gov-

ernment is pledged to.

*' If the present moment be not wisely improved Canada must retrogade.

It is indeed a period of anxious interest, and upon the judgment which

those who ' bear rule ' display in this crisis of her history much of the future

welfare of millions depends. Canadian legislators should bear in mind

that they are called upon to make laws for a future

"NATION,
" En'gi.axd, Ireland, Scotlaxd, Canada !

A nation which I believe to be destined to fill a bright page in the history

of the world,—a nation which, remembering her origin and her home,

will take an honest pride in endeavoring to imitate, and emulate, and

perpetuate the arts and sciences, the literature and the religion, of Great

Britain.

"You ask me about the Indians! Poor Indians! They are now a
' feeble folk ' and dying out fast. It has been found that the annual

gathering of these poor things to receive their 'presents' has led to a

good deal of abuse and immorality. The plan suggested of selling the

remaining Indian reserves, funding the proceeds, and giving them annui-

ties, may perhaps be more useful to these poor creatures. In any and

every case I hope they will be treated with k'ddness and consideration.

England and Canada should never forget the time when the Red-man was

their ally, did thorn good service in their time of need, shed their best

blood in the fore-front of many a stricken field, and contributed in no
small degree to save Cunada to Great Britnir..

"I happened to sp'^nd a St. George's day in New York, and was grati-

fied at the way in which it was celebrated there. At a dinner I heard the

following anecdote about the Indians, which interested me much.

"In replying to a toast, Major Sprague, of the United States army,

said :—
' Some years ago I was engaged in removing some Indians beyond

the Mississii)[pi, and one day whe*i encamped I saw a party approaching

me. I took my glass and found they were Indians. I sent out an Indian

with the 'Stars and Stripes' on a flag, and the leader of the party imme-

diately displayed the Ked Cross of St. George ! I wanted him to ex-

change flags, but the savage would not, for said he— ' I dwell near the

Hudson Bay Company, and they gave me this flag, and they told me that

it camo from my great mother across the great waters, and would protect
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me and my wife and children wherever we might go. I have found it «s

the white man said, and I will never part with it.' *I couli not,' added

the gallant officer emphatically, ' but admire the feeling of confidence and

the sentiment.'

" Canada deserves to he better known than she is, and I anticipate at

no distant day, that Canada will become the fashion for tourists and sports-

men. The country which Lords Derby, Carlisle, Ellesmere, Mr. Godley

and Sir Charles Lyell visited with so much pleasure and profit, has attrac-

tions for others besides these distinguished gentlemen.

'• While I am on this subject I must mention as one of our most press-

ing wants in Upper Canada—a race of country gentlemen, the sons of our

native Canadians.

'* Among the scores of young men whom I know, the sons of persons

of position and property, there is only one who promises to belong to this

class with whom I am acquainted. What on earth these young men do

with themselves I can hardly conceive. Instead of bringing into cultiva-

tion some of the waste lands which they or their fathers own, their high-

est ambition seems to be lounging about streets or drawing-rooms, be-

coming lawyere, clerks, doctors, or ' associate coroners,' of which latter

class. Upper Canada can boast more than Great Britain with her thirty

millions of inhabitants ! The young gentleman to whom I allude is Mr.

H. J. Boulton, who lives upon and farms his ample estate, near Toronto,

and there, by precept and example, he shows what can be done upon a

Canadian farm, and done with profit, lie has spent large sums of money

in draining and various other improvements, for which lie is entitled to

the highest ])raisc for the example he thus sets his neighbours, many of

whom are becoming gradually convinced of the importance and advan-

tage of the measures recommended by Mr. Boulton. The members of

the Legislature, during the last session, paid less attention to this neglect

of draining than its vast importance deserves.

*' Since the above remarks were printed, I have met with an address

delivered by the Honourable Mr. Moore, M. L. C, and President of the

Agricultural Society of Mississquoi in the Eastern Townships, which ex-

presses admirably my views upon this sulyect, and to which I invite the

attention of certain young gentlemen leading a life of little utility to

themselves or to others.

" When agriculture, as a science (for it is now admitted to rank among

the sciences) and as a profession, shall assume that station to which it ia

entitled, then hundreds, I may say thousands, of young ruen who are now
crowding the different professions, and seeking their way in all the

avenues of trade in mercantile pursuits, will find employment in the more

useful, and equally honourable occupation of agriculture. The more fully

and clearly to illustrate the above sentence, I quote the 'anguage of Mr.

Hutton, who says, ' that the very nature of the farmer's occupation, which

leads him daily and hourly to contemplate the surpassing beauties of the

animal and vegetable kingdom, and their striking adaptatioa to the wants
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and requirements of man, lead him more than the townsman, more than

the mechanic, more than men of any other occupation, to look through

nature up to nature's Gud: to admire his works and to look with grate-

ful dependence to Him for the continual supply of his bounty.' The
beautiful vicissitudes of the ever-going and returning seasons, and the

constant variations of climate, remind him, above all others, that though

Paul may plant and ApoUos water, it is God that giveth the increase.

And is not this the great advantage of a farmer's life ? Do not our gaols

and our law courts attest the fact that aliove all others the farmer's life

is the moral, and therefore the happy life 7 If he is a benefactor of his

country who causes two blades of grass to grow where only one grew be-

fore, how useful and materially important must be the life of the intelli-

gent farmer I Agriculture, I may say, is of divine origin ; in the begin-

ning oi the world the first man, Adam, was sent from the garden of

Eden to till the ground. And a divine decree was made, that he and his

descendants should thenceforth live by tillirj the ground."*

No. IV.

Toronto, C. W., Dec. 19th, 1859.

"My Dear VVYNDUiM,

*' I am not surprised that Mr. Caird's pamphlet should have

caused you and your noble neighbours ' much anxiety about the welfare

'

of your old friends and parishioners, ' consigned ' by you and them to me
for settlement in Canada, and of whom several reside on the free

grants which, without seeing them, Mr. Ouird pronounces *to be too poor,

even when cleared, to be ])rotitabie.'

"A reference to Mr. llutton's able and conclusive answer to Mr.

Caird's book will show you oHicial details, proving that on the very road*

named by Caird, 800 acres of land returned to the settlers on them, dur-

ing their first year, products representing a market value of £5000.

"And the return for IH.Oy shows that less than 9000 acres, cropped on

this Caird-abused locality, |)roduceil ero[is of a market value of more than

140,000 dollars, or nearly £30,000 sterling.

** I answered Mr. Caird's book at the time of its jiublication, through

the Hamilton Spectator ; he complained that my answer was written in

*Let those who desire to "ee wliat ciin be done by skill and well-directed

labour, go to that part of the Province which Upper Canadians look down
upon as an inhospitable country and climate, and see what has been done on
their respective estutcs by Major Campbell, C.B., Mr. I). Price, M.P., Mr.
Baby, M.P., the Hon. Mr. UeOeaujeau, M.L.C., and Mr. Logan of Mon-
treal.
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a tone of ' acerbity.' I entertained no such feeling against Mr. Caird,

but I felt that some decisive mode of expression was called for to coun>

teract the possible effects of a work published by a person of his agricul-

tural reputation, and written in a tone of such confidence.

" I might, however, have saved myself the trouble, for when it was

known that Mr. Caird was a mere land-agent for the Illinois Central Rail-

road, and well paid by them to puff the prairies, his influence ceased, and

the few who went from England or Canada to see this wretched district

—this treeless, waterless, unhealthy place—returned in disgust.

" The publication of Mr. Caird has evoked many statements from

anonymous writers, the insertion of which I avoid. Too many of them

are written from a selfish, personal, and purely Upper Canadian point of

view, and in their zeal to advocate their own interests and puff their own

localities, they have overstated the advantages of this coun'.._; , and also

the disadvantages under which even American authorities admit the Illi-

nois Central District to labour.

"I shall also avoid naming any one particular district or province of

Canada, in preference to another, as suitable fields for European settle-

ment. Each province has its peculiar advantages and wants, and having

visited all parts of it, I come to the conclusion that the choice of a future

home must depend upon the requirements, the tastes, C "^ former pursuits,

and the stamina, physical and intellectual, of the intending settler.

" If I were called upon to state shortly the difference between the

Upper and Lower Provinces, I should say Upper Canada was a wheat-

growing, lower Canada a grazing and dairy country. But you must not

understand from this that Upper Canadians cannot raise stock and keep

dairies, but that they don't.* Neither do I mean to s.iy that Lower Canada

cannot produce wheat. For many years that part of the United Provin-

ces was visited with the midge or weevil, and wheat culture almost

ceased. Now they are free from this pest, and Lower Canada this year

has splendid crops of wheat, and continues to excel in root crops. Mr.

Price, the Member for Chicoutimi, 200 miles below Quebec, assures me

that he shall have upwards of 30 bushels an acre of fine wheat on bis

farm there. The accounts from the Eastern Townships are equally en-

couraging. In Upper Canada all the crops, except hay, exceed by .33^

per cent, the average of either of the two last years, and 20 per cent,

above that of the last seven years. Wheat, wheat, wheat, year after

year, seems to have been the summum bonum to which Ui)i)er Canadians

aspired. There is no agricultural production which they are not able to

raise quite as well, if not better, than our American friends on the other

side of the noble lake, lying in light and beauty at my very feet. Cousin

Jonathan must chuckle over the fact that his Upper Canadian near neigh-

bours on the frontier allowed him in 1857, and there is no doubt in the

*SeTen first-olass prizes for cattle were taken by Upper Canadians at the

great United States Fair held last week at Chicago.
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same proportion oince, to carry off two million pounds in exchange for

broom com, ashes, &c. :

—

Butter £10,000

Cheese 41.000!!

Flax 24,000

Oreen Fruits 89,000 !

!

Flour 316,000

Vegetables 16,000

Indian Com £100,000

Wheat 600,000

Hops 5,500!!

Eggs 4,600!!

Wool 10,000

Cattle 120,000

Meats of all kinds £200,000 !

!

Thus the supinenoss and the want of enterprise and energy of the present

race of Canadian farmers allows the Yankee farmer to beat them in their

own markets

!

" The agents of the Illinois Central are flooding the Province Show at

Kingston with their books and pamphlets. It shall not be my fault if

distant and ill-informed persons arc not warned in due time to save them

fiom disease, disappointment and ruin. Families are returning by scores

from Illinois to settle in Canada, and thus sare the wreck of their fortunes.

A few weeks since, a farmer and several fine young men, seduced by the

glowing picture drawn by Caird of prairie farming went thither, and re-

turned dispirited and disgusted with all they saw and heard. The young

men have wisely hired themselves out to learn the ways of this country,

the farmer has purchased a farm of 100 acres in the Eastern Townships

for five pounds currency per aerp, with 60 acres cleared, a good house,

and oflRces, and has gone back to Ireland to bring out his family. Here

then is an authentic evidence of the mischief done by this one-sided ' land

agent.' The Canadian farmer has an undoubted title to his farm from the

Crown ; the titles to lands in the Illinois Central, I suspect, neither be-

long to the railway company nor the United States, but to certain bond-

holders in England.

Among a variety of letters which I have read in American papers, I sub-

join two or three which have all the appearance of authenticity :

—

Grayville, White County, Illinois, Aug. 31, 1859.

Editors Press and Tribune,

' The wheat crop here when brought to the test of the threshing machine, has

sadly disappointed the/armers, and cannot be set doton at more than half a crop.

Oats and grass light. The late rains have revived late potatoes, and pro-

mises a fair crop : early ones, owing to the hot dry weaiher in June and

July, are poor. Com, especially in the Wabash Bottoms, is excellent.

Yourfc. respectfully,

SiDNBT Spbino.'
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' sterling, Whiteside County, Illinois, Sept. 5, 1859.

Editobs Preta and Tribune,

' As DO one has reported the condition of the crops from this vicinity, we

would call your attention to the fact that the prospect for any thing but hard

times is gloomy indeed. The frost last u'eek has damaged the corn so that not

half the average yield will be realized. Sweet p'jtatoes and sugar cane have

•' gone by the board." Farmers in this section did not estimate their wheat

and oats as high as many did in other places, and yet, when they came to

thresh, they were sadly disappointed at the result ; the yield will not bring

one half their estimate.

' Mr. Jacob Powell, near here, farms about four hundred acres, and had

one hundred and thirty acres of wheat, and thought it a low estimate at

twenty bushels to the acre ; hut when he came to thresh, the yield was only

eleven bushels to the acre.

' It is so all through this section, and the farmers are in very low spirits,

and look for another hard year.

' Yours truly,

' Tebbkli. & IIabpeb.'

" Carlisle, Illinois, Sept. 5, 1859.

< Mt Dear Bbotheb,

'I have not written to you now for a long time—sorrow and sickness, and

misery and disappointment mast plead my excuse ; and as they must have

formed the only subject of my letters, you may the less regret my silence.

Indeed, I could not find in my heart to mar, with a detail of my own suflFer-

ings, so much comfort and h.ippiness as scum to have fallen to your envied

lot ; my continued silence should still have saved you from the painful com-

miseration I know you will feel for me, had not the thought struck me that

you might possibly be able to find some one in your neighbourhood who

would exchange farms, &c., with me here, if the rage for coming to this^ne

country has reached you, of which I make little doubt, as it stems to have

reached every where.

' If I cannot dispose of my property in some such way, (selling it is out

of the question), I am doomed, I was going t j say, to live in this country,

but rather to die ; I have had more than a hint of this during the summer

:

I have suffered dreadfully—you would liardly know mo—I am literally and

really an old man; but this is not all, my fiirm has been totally neglected,

as I could do nothing, and hiring being impnicticablo. 'C. W.'

" I could multiply these painful records an hundredfold, but I do not

desire to do more than to prove my case, which I can easily do from the

sources named, and from Caird's own book.

" The sons of the c ountry gentlemen of England, of their tenant far-

mers, and the agriculUral labourers, should remember tliis, that Canada,

the nearest and most important of British colonies, oflTers to tliem all

prospecta of independence (if not for themselves in all cases, most cer-
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tainly for their families), which have been realized by tens of thousands of

persons already here, and in store for others, if sobkk, patient, and indus-

trious, without which qualifications they must neither expect, nor do

they dewcrve to succeed.

"You Gbntlemkn of England

must bear In mind that in Upper Canada alone, we have more than

200,000 landowners ; that a tenant-farmer is a very ' rare bird
;

' that the

taxes to which these landowners are liable, rarely exceed five cents (3d.)

in the pound upon the assessments made by themselves, and that even

this small sum is applied to local purposes and improvements—road re-

pairs, schools, &c., &c. They have no rent, no tithes, poor-rates, church-

ates, stamp-du ties ; tea and sugar are cheaper than at home ; and no-

thing is dearer except wearing apparel and bedding, and beer and poller.

" The last two yeara have been to Canadians a period of anxious solici-

tude. The usual results of a wild spirit of speculation in town and village

lots and wild lands pervaded almost every class among us. Two succes-

sive crops of our great staple, wheat, deficient in quantity as well as

(juaiity, reduced us lo a state of depression unknown before in our brief

and prosperous national history ; and the merchant at his 'ledger, the

farmer in his clearing, and the back-woodsman in the deepest recesses of

our forest solitudes, waited and watched for, with trembling anxiety and

intense interest, the result of this year's cereal productions. Kut God, in

his goodness, has blessed the work of our hands, and given us more than

we could reasonable have asked, and far more than we deserve. In

grateful and solemn acknowledgment of which ' blpssings of peace and

plenty,' His Excellency in Council appointed a day last month as a gene-

ral holiday and day of thanksgiving^throughout the Province, which day

was observed with grateful and commendable solemnity,"

it far-

No. V.

QiEBEC, March 26, 1860.

'* My Dear Wtndham,

" A Quebec paper, Lc Canadien, &c., &c., in a sensible and temperate

article on the very interesting and important subject of emigration, much
approves of the wise and liberal policy of the Commissioner of Crown
Lands in giving Free Grants (concessions gratuites) in the neighbourhood

of the Colonization Itoads now made or to be hereafter made ; and fur-

ther states that vhe success of this enlightened p'-oposal will mainly de-

pend upon the zeal and honesty with which it is carried into effect by

those Agenta to whom the duty of directing emigration shall be intrusted.

The writer recommends that Government should invite the attention of
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Norwegians, Germans, Belgians, Swiss, and even French, to the advan-

tages afforded by Canada, with a view of bringing to this country the

thousands of adventurers who now go to California, or encounter the

murderous climate of South America.

** Various causes have prevented an extensive emigration to this coun-

try for the last four years ;

—

" 1. The gold discoveries in Vancouver's Island

;

" 2. The large sums of money voted by the (Jovemments of New Zea-

land and Australia for free passages, and other iiulucemenla, have tempted

many persons to go there, and the result has always been severe distress

and disappointment, because the parties who availed themselves of these

offers were poor and otherwise totally unfitted for agricultural or domestic

callings

;

" 3. During the greater part of the last three years there have been

rumours of war, and actual war, and some of the Continental Powers

have discouraged and forbidden emigration

;

"4. Great Britain has enjoyed, especially in the rural districts, an un-

usual degree of prosperity, which has also tended to limit the number of

emigrants to this and other countries
;

" 5. Canada, of late years, has gone through the severe ordeals of self-

induced difficulty and deficient crops, and the tidings which have reached

home have happily postponed the advent of new settlers, whom we dared

not invite during a time of depression. Now, the cloud which has long

hung over Canada begins to show a silver lining. To Gou's good Provi-

dence we are indebted for one of the best cereal crops with which we
have been blessed for twenty years—the finances of the country, embar-

rassed by over-trading at one time, and its inevitable result of diminished

imports since, are rapidly recovering from the pressure of wild specula-

tions and deficient harvests. We have had a stern, but just and salutary

lesson, and it will be long before our merchants and farmers will allow

themselves to be again seduced from their legitimate duties, ]>y too great

haste to get rich by very dangerous and eijuivocal means.

''The Honourable Mr. Vankoughnel deserves the highest praise for the

prudent forethought which has distinguished his administration of the

Emigration Department. Three years since he announced that he was not

prepared to yield to popular clamour and invito * u promiscuous rush of

immigrants.' He first ascertained, upon authority, what classes of set-

tlers were most needed, and then he gave his sanction to the publication

of such works as gave a temperate and truthful view of Canada, as regards

her climate and resources. To other parties belongs the discredit of hav-

ing, by unauthorized and untruthful statements, induced many hundreds,

unfitted for any employment in Canada, to come here.

"It may not, perhaps, be known to the Editor of the Canadien, that a

work on Canada, translated into French, German, and Norwegian, baa

been circulated on the Continent, and now that the prospects of the

country justify the step, additional industry will be used to disseminate
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this information. A map has been published, under Mr. Vankoughnet's

directions, which shows every county and towuship of Upper and Lovfcr

Canada, and contains, by a novel mode of illustration, a vast variety of

information about our minerals, fisheries, &c., &c. I look upon this map,

and a pamphlet just now completed, as the very best of agents to be em-

ployed in making us known. A glance at this map, and proper attention

to the pamphlet, will do more than a hundred lectures :

—

' Segnius irritant animos dcmissa per aurcs,

Quam qum sunt oculis subjecta iiJelibu!<.'

" The words of the lecturer are soon forgotten and unheeded ; the

written advice and the many-coloured chart make a lasting impression,

and can be again and again referred to with increased interest and con-

tinued instruction. A gentleman is now in Germany to carry out the im-

portant object of conveying information. Mr. Hawke (one of the Cana-

dian Government Emigration Agents), whose experience extends over

nearly fifty years of colonial life, hivs opened an office in Liverpool with a

similar object, a step which I think will be attended with the happiest re-

sults. During the coming summer Canada will be talked of more than

ever, and thousands will visit a country which only recjuires to be seen

and known, to have her capabilities duly appreciated. Tt will be our own

fault if we allow the coming opportunity of honestly 'advertising' ourselves

to be neglected.

" Canada now seems to be a land of kindling energies. The wonder-

ful success which had attended her up to a certain period, led too many
of us to neglect those pursuits, and that steady course of toil and industry

our hereditary lot, without which no one can or deserves to prosper

—

' Deus ipse colendi

Haud facilem csirie viam voluit.'

"The trials of these years have forced upon us attention to enterprises

which will eventually emancipate us from European markets, and from

which we ought long since to have become free. In manufacturing mat-

ters we hear of woollen and cotten factories—in agricultural aTairs drain-

ing is talked of, and even the word ' irrigation ' has been whispered into

wondering ears—the accumulations of manure which had remained for a
generation unheeded, are gradually finding their way into arable lands

impoverished by repeated crops of the same grain—there is, moreover, a

merry sound of returning prosperity in our crowded cities, on our noble

lakes, in the deep solitudes of our forest homes,—que nous en profitons.

" Our Revenue returns are most satisfactory, the taxes necessary for

the due administration of the public service are raised in such a way that

the least possible pressure falls upon the masses, the municipal and local

taxes are very small, the necessaries of life are cheap, and wages fair

—

our great staple, wheat, has reached a remunerative price—cleared farms

with suitable buildings can be bought, or rented with the option of pur-

chase, on very favourable terms—millions of acres of wild lands, most of
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which ftro covered with valuable timber, can be purchased from the Gov-

oMunciit in various parts of Upper and Lower Cuuada, ut sums varying

tVoiu two to four shillings an acre, payable by instaimenta extending over

foni years.

"'J'he yeoman of Great Britain gives jE.T sterling per acre per aimum

for land of loss value than ho can runt here for 158. currency, including

all tiixcs ! It is from this class we should like to sfo a large immigration,

for their sakes and our own. Cleared farms can now be rented, all over

botli provinces, on the terms I have named. There are hundreds of farms

in both provinces, provided with all reipiisifp buildiiij^s, well watered and

fenced, to be purchased at from £.') to £10 sterling jier acre, upon which

30 bushels of wheat per acre, and other j)roduce in proportion (with fire-

wood for the ch()])ping), can bo grown. There never was a better time

for the British yeoman, with a capital of from £100 to £")000, to cast his

lot among us.

'• Canada otters to large and small capitalists a great variety of securi-

ties in which money may be invested with the utmost conlidence, and for

which interest at the rate of 8 per cent, per aniniin, jmyable half-yearly

in London, can be obtained. These securities consist of mortgages upon

cleared farms and other productive property of ample value and undoubted

title, our system of registration of deeds and the sworn assessment of

value rendering fraud almost impossible. There are, also, municipal de-

bentures, some of which are guaranteed by the Government, which will

pay 8 per cent.—shares in some of our banks pay oven more. There is

a class of persons at home who, with a view of increasing their incomes,

purchase annuities. By investing money in Canada, an equal income can

be obtained, and thk i'rincipai, savek !

" Canada possesses unrivalled railway facilities whereby access is ob-

tained to the principal markets of our own country, and also to those of

the United States. Our own St. Lawrence promises to bo the great high-

way of travel from east to west—stately steamers and the white-winged

messengers of commerce are borne on her broad bosom full-freighted

with the necessaries and luxuries of life. The recent commercial treaty

with France affords a new field for enterprise. With proper management

Quebec may recover her lost trade with the West Indies. The Recipro-

city Act, between ourselves and our cousins on the other side of the fron-

tier, is attended with beneficial results in a commercial as well as a social

point of view.

" We Canadians entertain no feelings but those of amity towards our

American brethren. There is no desire on either side for territorial

aggrandisement at the expense of the other, or for any closer political

connection than that which now exists. Each nation has before it a

noble mission over an ample field ; and for the due cultivation of this

vast space, socially, morally, and religiously, we shall assuredly have to

give account. A talent of inestimable value is committed to .our joint

keeping which we cannot, without guilt, allow to remain unimproved,—

a
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jewel lent to us which wo are bound to keep untarnished, remembering

that we all had a common origin, have a common language, and a com-

mon faith, and are treading a pa»h which we pray may lead to a common

home, and a glorious heritage above."

No. VI.

Qi-EBEO, June, 1800.

"My 1)i;aii Wvniuiam,

" In a former letter is recorded the result of the first year's experiment

upon the Free Grant Roads, which, under the many disadvantages of a

new mode of life, must b(; considered a great success.

•' The result of the second year is still more encouraging. The num-

ber of adults on these lines now amounts to nearly 1000 persons of all

nations, of whom about one-half are Irish, they are the owners of 100,000

acres of freehold liiiid, evory acre of which I verily believe will in a few

years be worth iwinty dollars an acre. The a;r<Mits u[ion this road are

highly respectable and trustworthy gentlemen, and they announce to the

Minister of Agriculture that the valuation put by them upon the produce

of this liiiid is a very low one; that numy of the settlers spent too much

timi! in hunting and shooting ; the results of which are mentioned in the

following table, under the heads of ' Fur,' ' Deer,' &c. Fish, too, are

omitted, although the district .itlbrds them in such ([uantities as to form

no inconsidoiable p(»rliun of the maintenance of a family, summer and

winter. And ytt tlii'st; lands rendered to their owners produce, the mo-

ney value of which is not less than $10, (£10) an ai.'o, upon the 4000

acres under erop last year.

''Now tlicse iVoe grants are situated in the same district where several

" Blocks of Lands ok 50,000 Acres

are offered to the country gentlemen and farmers of England, at 2s. an

acre cash

!

" These Free Grant Roads lead to many of them, and very much en-

hance their value. I allude now more particularly to those announced

for sale, .and marked on the new map in the counties of Victoria, Peter

borough and Addington.

"You will observe that these returns do not include the many useful

things which the iirest and lakes produce in abundance—hops, wild fruits,

fish, &c.
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"RESULT OF THE FREE GRANT SYSTEM IN UPPER
CANADA.—THE SECOND YEAR.

Ottawa and Opeonoo Road.
BOBCAYQEON HaBTINOS

Road. Road.

Wheat.

.

Oata

Barley .

.

Corn.. .

.

Peas. . .

.

Potatoes.

Turnips .

Hay....

Straw. .

.

Sugar. .

.

. 8,515 bushcli at

,. 842)

. 395

.. 202

. 2 15

.22150

.. 1580

. 149

.. 308

. 5650

<<

it

((

<<

(<

tons at

<(

lbs. at

Molasses. . . 325 gallons at

Pork 164 barrels at

Potash 85 "

Soap 4660 lbs. at

Ashes 9100 bushels at

Sawed lumber

Shingles

Deer

Furs

$1 00

50

60

1 00

1 00

50

15

16 00

5 00

l;2

1 00

16 00

22 00

10

05

18515

4210

237

202

245

11225

207

2384

1540

678

325

2624

1870

466

455

$1620

500

10350

3080

320

800

240

150

300

150

700

1500

$4350

1990

167

186

176

9486

4219

2020

961

2949

1000

162

Addinoton Road.

Wheat..

Oats

Barley .

.

4455

348 "

Pease... 333 "

Potatoes. 11655 "

Turnips.. 11075 "

Hay 319 tons.

Sugar.. . 10158 lbs,

472 bus. W'r. Wheat
2432 " Spring "

Molasses 748 gals.

Pork 13295 lbs.

i'ovash 73 bar.

fSii rtred Lumber 164000 feet.

"Shingles 291000 M.

Deer 103

Furs 416 dolls.

Vinegar 893 galls.

"I will conclude this letter with a warning upon a point, the want of

attention to which is rendering many a fine farm almcst w^orthless, viz.

the impolicy of repeated wheat-crops without manure, and the experience

of a Canadian farmer as to the periods for planting, sowing and reaping.

"The inevitable result of continually planting the same kind of crop

upon the same ground for twenty years in succession, with little or no

pains to recruit the exhausted soil, has thus been alluded to in the valua-

ble Prize Essay of Professor Hind on the ' Climate of Canada.'

^Exclusive of cooper-work, valued at $52,000, &c., &c.

Jl
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"Within five and twenty or thirty miles of Toronto the better class of

farmers consider thirty bushels of wheat to the aero an average crop ; and

this return is o))tained in spite of all the imperfections of a comparatively

primitive system of husbajidry. If half the care wore bestowed upon the

preparation of land for wheat which is dev( ted to that operation in Great

Britain, fifty, instead of thirty bushels to the acre, would be the average

yield on first class farms. It must be borne in mind that subsoil draining

IS unknown among our farmers ; that top-dressing in the fall with long

dung is never practised ; a proper rotation of crops scarcely ever adopted

;

frequent repetitions of the same crop general : farm-yard manure applied

without any previous preparation ; and yet, under a'.l these disadvantages

of Art, Nati'ue, with her fertile soil, and admirable agricultural climate>

produces most abundant crops when she is not too grossly abused.*

" And again

—

" ' One fact, however, appear to be certain that in a very few years

the farmers in the front townships of Western Canada will be compelled

to pay more attention than hitherto to the cultivation of a variety of

crops. Independently of that deterioration of the soil, which, as a gene-

ral rule, must result from u frc(iuent repetition of the same kind of crop,

and th« absence of cheap special fertilizers, the aspect of coming years

induces the belief that the price of Canada's staple agricultural produc-

tion—wheat— will not maintain even its present diminished range. It is,

in fact, at the present time, a mutter not only of individual, but also of

national importance, that farmei-s should turn a careful attention to the

agricultural productious of other countries, and endeavour to see how
far they, by their introduction into this province, may be made to assist

and develop its husbandry. It is equally a matter of individual and na-

tional importance that every earnest well-wisher of Western Canada

should contrilnite his iTiitc to elevate the industry of the country, and ex-

tend the knowledge of her capabilities to the tens of thousands across the

seas, who would willingly, and oven joyfully, make this fertile British

Province their home, had they confidence in its climate and soil.'

"Sowing, Pi.aktixo, and Reaping Seasons.

" Generally speaking, the snow is oflT, and the ground is fit for plough-

ing between the 25th of April and the 1st of May.

Pease may be sown up to the 20th of May.

Indian Corn do. do. 20th do.

Spring Wheat do.
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Haying (mowing) generally oominoncoa about the 12th of J'.iy. An

acre and a (juartor is the average quantity of meadow that n man v/ill out per

diem. The « xpensc of saving the hay in eonsiderably U'sh than in Eng-

land, It may he judged of hy the faet tiiat light n\eadow iia.- been known

to have been eut and put info the barn on tlie same (hiy. The more usual

system, however, is to shalie it on' soon after being eut, then to rake it

into ' wind rows,' make small stael.s of it by the evening, and next even-

ing ]uit il into Uirge staeks or the barn,

''Tlio reaping of the wheat that lias been sown in tlie fall (autumn)

begins about 1st of August. If it bo not lodged it can bo 'cradled/

—

which means being eut with an implement called a cradle, resembling a

scythe, and by means of which a man will cut ul least four times as much

as with the reaping-hook.

"Spring Wheal conies in about lOtli of August, and may also be

'cradled ' if not lodged.

"Oats is usually lit for cutting by the 1 Itli of August, and is most

lVc(|uently ' cradled.'

" Pease ripen by the r>tli August, and are cut with the scythe and

reaping-hook".

" Indian Corn i-^ gathered in about the Sth September, and it takes

about four men to the acre. Women and children are almost as useful

at this wo.'k.

'• Potatoes ripen according to the time at which they have been j)lant('d.

They are taken out with the hoe, and at this work, too, the women and

children are found useful. The taking out of potatoes costs lu'arly us

inucli labour as the pliuiting of them.

" Hy the lOtli of October the harvest is generally houseii, and then nn-

derbrushing—which cannot bo dine in winter in c(insc<{uence of the deep

snow—is commenced. Potash is now being made, and sleighs, Ac., j)ut

in order l\)r the winttn-'s work.

•' Potash is very remunerative to the farmer, and rcipiires but little

skill in the manufacture. The kettle and cot)leis necessary cost about

CI [ : but they are always sujiplied on credit by the storckc ',ers in the

ueii,f]il)ourhoocl, who are jiaid in potash or other farm produri'. The ashes

of 2.^ acres of ordinary hard wood land should be sullicient to make a bar-

lel of potash, say of the second nuality, and for this the owner should re-

ceive thirty dollars (€7 lOs.), after deducting all ex|)enscs of carriage,

storajje, &c."
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No. vn.

" DiAHY ()!•' Farm Oi-kkations in Canala.

ToKONTO, May, 1860.

"Mv i)i:aii Wymiiiam,

" I liivvo oi'loii iiooii askcil for ii (Iftailcd account of the operations upon

II block of wild laiul, or a purtiallyck'ttrod farm. I have lately met with

u liltli! work, jiiiblislied in IHI."., called 'The Emigrant to British North

America,' which {fives the desired int'urmation. Of course much improve-

nietit has hecii nuide in faiini?i^ inijjlements and other agricultural iiii-

piovonieuts since that time, hut the same hard work has still to be done

by the newly-arrived emigrant, who, however, now-a-days possesses ad-

vantages incalculal)l} greater than could liave ])een expected in so short

a period as that intervening between 1)^13 and 18C0.

" April iO>'
*— iicturned, with my iiired man itichard, and a load, wi(h

H horse and oxcai t, from Montreal, forty miles, two days on the road,

whicli is very bad, the frost not (piite out of the ground—my loading all

safe, consisling of the following items: a plough 17 dollars, two axes 8s.

«;u(h—harrow ti'oth— S.s. for a bush harrow, in shape of the letter A

—

two loggnig chains 10s. each—two scythes and stones 9s. Hd.—one spade

Da.—one shovel Is.—one dung-fork 2s. (Id.—two steel pitchforks 3s. (Id.

each—three angers, I, l^ and 2 inches, La-i.- one barrel of pork 20 dol-

lars—one barrel of X. shore herrings .") dollars—two barrels of flour 27s.

(Id. each—twenty apj)le-trees, and six plum-trees, at 2s, each—sixteen

gooseberry-bushes and grape-vines, at Is. 3d. each, amounting to .£21 2.-i.

2d.

" Put my apple trees, &e., into a hole in the garden—got a good cup

of tea, saw my horse and oxoi: well taken care of, and went to bed—thus

ended the first day of my new mode of life.

" April lllh.—My man Richard fed and watered the cattle—got break-

fast with some diiliculty, owing to the want of many things we ought to

have got in Montreal ; we had no frying-pan, for instance—herrings su-

perb— being Sunday, went to church, morning and afternoon.

" April rith.—Up at daylight—rejirimanded Richard for bemg out too

late the night before, j)lanted my apple, |iiam trees, &c., in what had

been un apology for a garden—mended the fence round it—broke open

our pork barrel, found it good—had some for dinner—knocked the spout

oil' the new tea-kettle, of course cracked before—worse off than ever for

cooking-utensils—borrowed a frying-pan, and boiled potatoes for dinner

in a forty-gallon pot—two cows calved, and a ewe yeaned two lambs.

"April 13lh.—Got a supply of cooking-apparatus at a shop in the

neighbouring village—commenced ploughing for wheat, making garden.

*The first of this month may bo considered geaerally as the commence-

ment of the agricultural year.
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&c. Hired another man for the summer at ten dollars per month, same

aa I gave Richard—another cow calved. This was considered a very

early spring, but I have since sown wheat, on this day, two years conse-

cutively, and might have done so oftener, had it been otherwise conve-

nient.

"April 14th.—Hii'ed a housekeeper at four dollars a month—sowed

onions, beets, sallad, &c.,—new man Charles mending fences—drawing

rails with the horse and cart—llichard still ploughing with the oxen

—

myself at the garden—bought four cows at 18 dollars each—two of them

calved a month before—made a harrow.

"April 15th.—Sowed wheat after washing it with brine and drying it

with lime—Charles harrowed it in with the horse—four bushels (our

measure, which is nearly the same as imperial,) upon three and a half

acres, according to the custom of the country—planted ea»ly peas and

sowed garden seeds—Richard still ploughing—two ewes yeaned.

"April IGth.—Charles and myself making fence—one of the new cows

calved—ploughing for potatoes and corn, first time.

"April 17th.—Same as yesterdciy, and same to the end of the mouth,

except that we sowed about four acres of oats and peas mixed.

" May 1st.—All at work on the roads—!inished our highway duty.

'May 2nd.—Sunday—All to church.

"May 3rd.—One of the men churned before breakfast, with a swing-

churn, lately invented—cut up a little fire-wood—too warm to plough

with oxen in the middle of the day—all making fence.

"May 4th and 5th.—Wet days—made four rakes and handled and

ground the new axes, one having been partially ground and a temporary

handle in it before—cleared out and repaired the barn.

"May 6th.—Fine again—land too wet to plough—making fences

—

Richard went to the mill with a few bushels of oats tc be made into meal

—got the horse shod.

" May 7th.—Very warm and sultry—ploughing for Indian corn by day-

light, left off at 10, and commenced again at 4 p. m., continued till dark

—carting stones off the corn land—finishing my garden—got home the

grist sent away yesterday.

" May 8th.—One of the principal farmers of the settlement killed by a

tree falling upon him. Work same aa yesterday until noon, when we all

went to assist in raising a wooden building fo*- a barn 40 feet by 30 for

one of our neighbours.

"May 9th—Sunday.—All went to church—I need not again mention

this, as we never allowed any thing to interfere with this duty. A tremend-

ous thunderstorm.

"May 10th and 11th.—Drawing manure for Indian corn, ploughing it

in, &c,

" May 12th and 13th.—Same work as two preceding days—and plant-

ing Indian corn and pumpkins—attended funeral of the neighbour killed

on the 8th.
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" May 14th and 15th.—Sowed more oats and finished planting Indian

com—killed a fat calf—sold one quarter for 5s. and the skin for the same.

"May 16th.—Sunday.

"May 17th.—To end of month clearing up an old 'Slash,' which term

has previously been defined ; drawing the logs together with the oxen;

then piling and burning them. One wet day, sheared the sheep, which

were got in before the rain came on. Commenced planting corn on the

new clearing.

"June Ist and 2nd.—Sowing one and a half acres of oacs on the clear-

ing ; Richard ploughing the potato land second time ; Charles drawing

out manure and spreading it before him ; myself planting potatoes with

a hoe after him : it may be here remarked, that before the stumps are all

out, or nearly so, it is not possible to drill up land for this crop.

"June IJrd.—Finished the potatoes and reckoned up my crop—stands

as follows : wheat three and half, peas three, oats five, Indian corn six,

potatoes five and a half—in all, twenty three acres—meadow twenty, pas-

nre thirteen, partially cleared twenty, added to the twenty-three, mak
seventy-six acres. It may be remembered here, that 1 said my farm con-

tained about fifty acres of cleared land, whereas I make out seventy-six

acres, but I did not then take into the account neither the twenty acres

partially cleared, nor the six or ocven I cleared myself.

" June 4th.—A holiday, which I have always kept in commemoration

of the birth of good King George III., of blessed memory.

"June 5th.—Went to a training, as it is here called. All the men in

the country, with some trifling exceptions, between the ages of sixteen

and sixty, capable of bearing anus, are obliged by law to muster once a

year; and this constitutes the militia of the province.

" June Cth.—Sunday.—I witnessed on this evening a splendid and gor-

geous sunset, far surpassing any thing of the kind I had ever seen at home.

Even a sunset in Italy, as a commissariat ofHcer, settled on a farm near

me, Till ) iiud served in that country, declared could not be compared

to it.

Mr, r :tl' to 15th.—Finished mending and making fences. Made a

road thrt •; n ^^ little swamp near the rear of my farm, where I had com-

menced a cLuiing ; carting out upon it an accumulated heap of chips

from the front of my woodshed
;
put up a small building behind my gar-

den, which, though not always to be found on a farm stead here, is not

the less necessary.

"June IGth to end.—Ilooiiig corn and i)otatoes ; excessively hot, ther-

mometer, one day, HG in the shade ;
sowed an acre of turnips on my new

clearing.

'July Ist, 2nd, and .3rd.—Finished hoeing Indian corn the second

(im.^, and making fences.

" July 5th.—Wet day
;
ground scythes and hung them.

"July 6th.—Commenced mowing.

"July 15th.—Finished haying without a drop of rain ; very hot.
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"July l6th.—A fearful thunderstorm; burned a log-barn in the neigh-

bourhood, or, as some suppose, tlie acoidont happened from a man going

into it with a lighted pipe, to prevent which has been a great source of

trouble to me whenever I have employed Canadian labr urers j killed

another fat calf.

"July 17th.—Finished olTmy hay-stacks.

" July 18th.—Sunday.—To church ; clergyman absent at a distant set-

tlement
j
prayers, and a sermon read by the school-master ;

weather quite

cool, as is usual after a violent thunderstorm.

"July 19th.—Commenced hoeing corn the third time, or rather cut-

ting up with the hoe whatever weeds had grown since the last hoeing
;

sold 200 pounds of butter, at 8d. per pound ; cut first cucumber.

"July 20th to end of month.- hi^ig hoeing corn and potatoes;

commenced clearing new land by c. down the under brush, and

])iling it in heaps ready for burning, this i did upon thirty acres of wood-

land during the rest of the summer when I found I cdu'd spare a day

for that purpose, and in the winter cut down the huge trees, and then

into lengths for piling in heaps to burn. The summer is the best season

for commencing to clear land, because the brush is in full leaf, which,

when dry, helps to burn«it, all which a person soon learns when he comes

to the country, but would doubtless like to know something about it before.

August 2nd.—Attending a meeting of the principal inhabitants about

repairing the roof oi the cluirch steejjle
;
gave a dollar towards the ex'

pense. Bought a pew, £(). The two men underbrushing. First new

potatoes. Bought a sickle and a cradle scythe—made the cradle, having

had the fingers blocked out before—£i very difiicult thing to nuike.

"August Ith to Tth.—Clearing part of the uiulerbrushed land, for

winter wheat—same until lOtli, when I began reaping and cradling—con-

tinued until 21st—finished harvesting except one and a <(narter acre of

late oats and the Indian corn—cut first melon, but I am very late.

"August 31st.—Resumed clearing land—killed a lamb.

" September 1st to 10th.—Same work, and sowed three acres of winter

wlieat—commenced making potash from the ashes I have saved when

clearing the land.

September 11th to 22nd.—At the under-brushing—continued at the

potash till I made two barrels, whieli I sold for something over £15—my
neighbours cattle broke into my Indian corn, but did little damage.

"September 2.3rd.—Wet day—threshing and dressing up one and a

half bushel of wheat and eight of oats—sent them to mil! at night—oats

weighed forty-eight pounds.

September 24th.—Got home grist—oats produced 2cwt. Oqr. lUbs.

—

Got a certificate from the miller and a farmer of the weight of tl;e oats

—forty pounds being the general average weight of good oats. Made a

wooden box as a steamer for my boiler—box containing twelve bushei.^.

" September 25th.—Commenced ploughing—had a cow dried up and

bled, and turned into the best feed to make beef.
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''All ox, belonging to uiy neighbour, being one of the cattle which

broke into my corn, died of a surfeit, as was supposed, of such rich succu-

lent food as the green corn. This made him mend his portion of the line of

fence between my farm and his, which I never could get him to do before.

" September 27th.—Commenced steaming pumpkins for my hogs

—

shut them up—threshed five bushels of peas and oats, had them ground

to mix with the pumpkins—fed the hogs with raw food for some weeks

before—made a hog-trough by hollowing out a pine log. Went to a

squirrel-hunt, which I must give fonio account of.

''Some years, when the nuts in the woods are plentiful, the squirrels

are so numerous as to do groat damage to the Indian corn, when a con-

spiracy like the following is entered into lor the destruction of them, as

well as of all enemies that may be met with, whoso depredations are

chiefly confined to this valuable crop. All the men young and old for

miles around form themselves into two bands, each under a captain, and

whichever gets the least (juantify ttfgame, has to pay for a ball and sup-

per at the village tavcin, for the whole. Each kind of animal being

reckoned according to its importance, thus, the right paw of a bear count-s

for 400, of a racoon 100, S([uinol I, ri^ht claw of a crow, woodpecker, or

blue jay 1, &c ]>y daylight of the morning of the muster, the woods

were all alive with the eager hunters, and in the after part of the day, the

fields were swarming with groups of women and children with provisions

and amunition for their several piirtizans, and to disburthen them of

their spoils—it was truly a season of merry and joyous holiday, in which

all business and work was suspended ; many a small party spent sleepless

nights watching for bears and racoons, for it is only then they come out;

this lasted for three days, when we all met at the tavern to count up our

spoils in trembling anxiety for tlie award of two judges apjiointcd to decide

upon the claim for victory, 'i'he party I belonged to had 2 bears, counting

yOO, 4 racoons, 400, ll'.i sqmrrels, 27 crows, lO.j blue jays and wood-

peckers: counting altogether \,K\iS, and yet we lost, as the other party

had nearly the same, besides one bear more.

' The child may ruo that was unborn

The hunting of that day.'

" September 2yth and 30th.—Richard ploughing. Charles and I

gathering Indian corn ; at night had a 'bee,' a term used for a mustering

together of the neighbours, to nssist in any work which would puzzle an

individual to do alone, when all the young men and boys in the settlement

came to help me to husk it. (iot the first premium for it from the Agri-

cultural Society.

" October 1st and 2nd.—Same work—evening to husknig bee at a

neighbours.

" October 4th to 7th.—Ploughing—finished getting in the Indian corn,

cutting the cornstalks, husking ourselves at night what little we had

gathered during the day ; collected and brought home pumpkins.
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" October 8th to 9th.—Binding corn-stalks and stacking them up to

dry ; collected and brought home pumpkins.

" October 11th.—Got in remainder of pumpkins, and the onions.

" October 12th.—Stacked corn-stalks, and fenced them round, together

with the hay-stack.

" October 13th.—Commenced digging potatoes.

" October llth to 20th.—Finished taking up potatoes, 800 bushels,

ploughed over the land to the end of the month—ploughing, clearing,

land, &c. Hired Charles for the winter for seven dollars a month.

" October 22nd.—The boundless, measureless forest, the stupendous

wilderness of woods which overwhelms the whole face of the country, ex-

hibited in the bright sunshine and the pure atmosphere of this lovely

morning, a picture as novel as it was beautiful in the eyes of a stranger;

for instead of waving their luxuriant foliage over mountain, hill, and

valley, in the same rich though monotonous hue of living green, the trees

now had assumed a colouring which, in brilliancy and variety, exceeded

all description. The soft maple is the first to commence this gorgeous

display by changing to a rich crimson ; the sugar maple then follows in

similar though more sombre tints, variegated with the yellow of the trem-

bling poplar, the orange and gold of the beech, and the sere brown of

the butter-nut, while the sturdy oak maintains his deep green, in defiance

of these harbingers of winter.

" November 1st.—Same work, and getting in turnips and cabbages,

and all other garden stuffs. Took in the cows at night. 350 bushels of

turnips.

" November 2nd.—First hard frost—could not plough till noon

—

clearing, &c.

"November 3rd to 20th.—Underbrushing cutting firewood. Cattle

out all day, and only the cows in at night. Hard frost : no more plough.

ing, I suppose.

*< November 21st.—First snow; took in all the cattle.

" November 22nd.—A thaw and wet day. Threshing more grain for

the hogs—sent it to the mill.

November 23rd to 30th.—Ploughing again one day. Clearing. Killed

a sheep ; hard frost again, but fine weather, called the Indian summer,

with a slight smoky haziness in the atmosphere, through which the sun is

seen with a deadened lustre, something like a full moon.

"December 1st to 4th.—Indian summer continues. Clearing and

chopping.

"December 5th.—Killed my hogs.

" December Cth.—Fall of snow. Threshing. Cutting up and salting

pork.

"December 7.—Drawing wood home for fuel in the log, with the

horses and oxen, not being snow enough to draw it on the sled.

" December 8th and 9th.—Made an ox-sled. Cutting firewood.

"December 10th and llth.—Drawing fire-wood as on the 7th.
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"December 13th.—Snow-storm. Threshing.

" December 14th.—Drawing in stack of corn-stalks to give to the cattle

instead of hay, which I cannot yet get at in my barns, it being covered

with grain, and not wishing to cut into my hay-stack till I should have

room enough to take it all in at once.

"December 15th.—Commenced cutting down the trees on the land I

had undcrbrushed, and chopping them into lengths for piling. Cutting

fire-wood and drawing it. Cutting, splitting, and drawing out rails for

fences, and drawing out timber for a new barn. Threshing, and tending

the cattle
;
getting out hemlock logs for the saw-mill, for boards for the

new barn, drawing thcra home and making shingles, occupijed our time

all winter, with the exception of my journey to Montreal with butter and

a few bushels of grain, which I sold, and, with the proceeds, bought some

groceries and other necessaries, preparatory to my anticipated change of

circumstances.

"In the following spring it was the 20th of April before the snow was

all off the ground, when vegetation commenced, and progressed with a

rapidity unknown to the liritish Isles ; it is indeed a disadvantage for the

snow to go away earlier."

No. VIII.

Toronto, August 17th, 1860.

"Mv Dear Wykdham,

" I know of no reason why the two families you name, with the ca-

pital they have, should not come out at once. Let them go to or

, or some one of the small towns on the lake or river between

Brockville and Cobourg, near which they have determined to settle, and

they will have many opportunities during the winter, the 'horrors' of

which are very much exaggerated at home, of finding some suitable

farms. They can live cheaper in Canada than in England. Our harvest

this year is the most abundant ever known, and is all safely housed. I

have completed a conditional arrangement for the rental of the thee farms

for M , T , and L , at 12s. per acre per annum for the cleared

part, with the option of i)urchase within four years : the local taxes may

amount to three more, I send a copy of the agreement, but I do not

like the responsibility of concluding the arrangement until they have seen

the property. There are good houses and buildings upon all the farms,

and before the end of September, there will be on an average thirty acres

of fall wheat sown upon each, which they can have at a valuation, as

well as any part of the hay straw, and stock they like.

" I shall be truly happy to see these sons of my old school and college
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friend, and I hope their example may bo followed by hundreds of the

sons of country gentlemen and tenant farmers. Canada iiffords mov» ex-

amples of success in commercial and a<Tricultural pursuits than any other

colony in the history of the world ; and the longer I live here the more

•stroTigly I am persuaded of its value and importance ns a field for emi-

LCratiou, and the more I am surprised that a colony presenting so many

advantages from its fertility and wealth of various kinds, and unrivalled

facilities of rapid communication with the United States and European

markets, should not have attracted a larger number of Agriculturist's, at

all events to occupy and improve the millions of acres of i)r()ductive soil of

which, as yfit, 'the mower filleth not his hand, neither he that bindeth up

the sheaves his bosom.' His hand who fed the multitude in the wilder-

ness and the prophet in the desert is not shortened, and if duly sought he

will be as present a help in the backwoods of Canada as in the thronged

mart or the crowded city

!

"Hitherto the vast wealth of Canada has scarcely been made known.

The establishment of free ])orts at Gaspe and Sault St. Marie, the former

famous for its inexhaustible fisheries, second only to Newfoundland, and

the latter for its mineral wealth, the abolition of the tolls on the St. Law-

rence, Ac, &c., show a degree of bold reliance upon otn- rfsourcos which

does honour to the forethought and ability of our ' Chjuicellor of the Ex

chequer,' Mr. Gait.

"As to the minerals of Canada, wo have ono ol' grout vulue which de-

serves especial notice. Lower Canada is, as far as is yd known, the only

country which possesses a rich litanifernus ore capable of nuiking alloys

of great excellence, the influence of which upon iruii and steel has lately

been mentioned by your eminent metal liuv;i;^t, Mr. Musliet, in the 'Engi-

neer.' The ore found in New Zealand only possesses K per cent, of the

oxide of titanium, while that of Canada exceeds r>0 per cent., and can be

had in any quantity.

" We have, too, another almost unknown and entirely neglected source

of wealth in the fish offal on the St. Lawrence, the annual value of which

thrown away in the fisheries of the St. Lawrence is enormous. This offal

properly prepared would supply the farmers of Great Britain with manure

for a hundred years to come, and is within ten d.ays' reach by steamei-s

and three weeks by sailing vessels.

" As to manufactures in Canada I have little to say ; wo ought to have

them; but as long as our leading merchants derive such enormous profits

from imports they are not likely to promote the scheme your friends con-

template. There could be no doubt of Its entire success. Flax and hemp
thrive amazingly here, and the cotton from the Southern States passes

our doors to be made up in the States or England and be returned here

!

" I know of no place in Canada better suited to the objects sought than

Cornwall, where there is an unrivalled water-power : it is very central,

and, as you will see from the map and plan I have sent you, it has ready

access to all parts of Canada and the States by rail or steamboat, and to
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and from England by the St. Lawrence in the summer and Portland in

the winter.

"In the township of Delaware, u few miles {'rom London, C. W., there

is also a fine site for a manufactory ; the owner of which, as well as the

one at Cornwall, will contribute lar^'cly towards its erection. Our Cana-

dian Thames, which is here pronoumed as it is spelt, flows through this

property in an ample stream.

"The Prince will bo wolconiod with grout enthusinsm, especially in

Lower Canada, where a more conservative tone of fooling exists than

here. His visit will do us and you all a grout deal of good in many ways,

and among other things you will find out where Canada is ! When the

Prince landed at Newfoundland, Xow Brunswick, j'rinco Edward's island,

and Nova Scotia, the 'J'imos and other papers ainiounccd 'TiikPiunce

IN Canada!' When he did touch Caiuuliun soil at Gasp6 yon at home

seemed sorely puzzled

!

" A lady of position in .sliire has commissioned me to buy some

property for hor younger sons. She first, liowev or, desires to know how

far the i)roperty is from the lilack-foot Indians ; and upon my announcing

that 1 could not promise one within 2000 miles, she desired me to com-

plete the arrangement.

SpoKTiNt; IS- Canap.v.

" Ijct no man come to settle in Canada for the sake of sporting. He
who has time for a few weeks' amusement will find a variety of game in

certain remote districts, and for certain short periods of the year. In

answer to the ((uestions of on this point, I answer that the follow-

ing are some of the kinds of game we have, (I don't include deer, bears,

wolves, foxes, .oose, cariboo ; all those are to bo had, if diligently sought

for, but are seldom found in the settled parts,) viz., rabbits, pheasants,

grouse, {lartridges, woodcocks, snipe, heath-hens, ptarmigan, &c., &c.

''Deer are found in almost every {)art of the province, moose and cari-

boo generally in the Lower Province and even a few miles from Quebec.

" The rabbit is the Lopus Americanus. It does not burrow like our

rabbit, but lives under the stumps of trees. It becomes fjuite white in

winter, and hundreds may be had daily in the markets of Quebec. The

prairie rabbit, found in the Western States, has very nmch the look and

colour of a leveret three parts grown.

" Our pheasant is the Tetrao Umbellus ; our partridge is the quail,

Ortyx Virginianus; our heath-hen, the Tetrao Cupido ; our grouse, the

Tetrao Canadensis ; our woodcock, the Philoheda Minor, and ia not half

the size of the English bird. Snipes and ducks are plentiful in certain

districts and for short periods.

" Immense (juantities of quails arc brought to our Canadian cities from

the western states in the winter, packed in ice. All the game in Canada,

except the wild turkey, is dry and with lutle flavour. I have seen ptarmi-

gnn in Quebec as white as snow, and about the size of a pigeon.

3
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" Sportsmen every where should feel niiirh indebted to the Honourable

John Prince, M. L. C, a thoroujjh spoitsman and Enj:fli3h gentleman, for

having introduced and carried through Parliament a bill for the better

protection of game in Upper Cunnda, by which it is enacted that :

—

"No deer or fawn, elk, nionsp, or cariboo, shall be hunted, taken, or

kilief'j between the first day of January and the first day of September in

any year.

"No wild turkey, grouse, partridge, or pheasant, shall be hunted,

taken or killed, between the first day of February and the first day of

September in any year.

"No quail shall be taken or killed between the first day of February

and the first day of October in any year.

" No woodcock shall be taken or killed between the first day of March

and the fifteenth day of July in any year.

" No wild swan, goose, duck, widgeon, or teal, shall be hunted, taken

or killed, between the first day of April and the first day of August in

any year.

"No deer, wild turkey, grouse, partridge or pheasant, ([uail or wood-

cock, shall be trapped or taken by means of tra|)S, nets, snares, springs,

or other means of taking such birds, other than by shooting, at any lime

whatever.

Fish abound in almost every part of bo(h i)r()vinees. 'riiero is scarcely

a township which has not in it lakes abounding with various kinds of fish,

of large size and delicious llavour. Tlio brooks in L'pper Canada are said

to have abounded with 'speckled ti out/ but I nevef heard of anyone

using any steps to stock these streams with more.*

!

(

f
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*Here again, as a sportsman, I must mention witii jdeasure and gratitude

the efforts made by Mr. Nettle, of Quebec, the Superintendent of Fisheries,

for the artificial propagation of salmon wherewith to stock the rivers near

Quebec. Too much praise, too, cannot be given to Mr. Wliitcher, of the

Fisheries Department of the Crown Laud Uffice, for liis exertions, which

have resulted in stringent regulations for tlie protection of the valuable

fisheries of the Sngueuay. Perhaps there is no place in tlie world where
more abundant sport can be had than in the district of tlie lower Siiguenay

and its tributary streams, and which is within nl>out' seven days steam of

Great Britain. The Rev. Dr. Adamson, I am told, caught here, this sum-
mer, (1800,) in five days, 47 salmon, varying in size from 8 to 18 lbs. each.

Salmon-trout are also wonderfully i)lenty and alFord capital fly-fishing. 1

heard of a party consisting of Lord Kean, Dr. Adamson, Mr. Holyoake, and
two other gentlemen who killed one morning 240 brace of fine salmon- trout

a year or two ago in the same neighborhood.

N
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No. IX.

Toronto, February, 1862.

"My Dear Wyndham,

'< T am glad you have asked me for some information about the mode
and cost of building tho settler's first home in the bush, and I gladlj avail

myself of some extracts on the subject from Mr. Strickland's book, called

' Twenty-seven Years in Canada West.'

" On the ICth of May, 182C, I moved up with all my goods and chattels,

which were then easily packed into a single horse waggon, and consisted

of a plough iron, six pails, a sugar kettle, two iron pots, a frying-pan

with a long handle, a tea-kettle, a few cups and saucers,* a chest of car-

penter's tools, a Canadian axe, and a cross-cut saw.

" My stock of provisions comprised a parcel of groceries, half a barrel

of pork, and a barrel of flour.

" The roads were so bad (m those days when there were no roads) that

it took me three days to perform a journey of little more than fifty miles.

[This was twenty eight-years ago, lot it be remembered, when travelling

was a matter of great difliculty.] We, that is, my two labourern und my-

self, had numerous upsets, but reached at last the promised land.

" My friends in Douro turned out the next day and assisted me to put up

the walls of my shanty and roof it with b»,sswood troughs, and it was

completed before dark. [This shanty was for a temporary shelter only,

while working at the chopping, and preparing for tho building of a good

log-house.

1

" I was kept busy for more than a week chinking between the logs,

and plastering up all the crevices, cutting out the doorway and place for

the window-casing, then making a door and hanging it on wooden hinges.

T also made a rough table and some stools, which answered better than

they looked.

"Four thick slabs of limestone placed upright in one comer of the

shonty, with clay packed between them to keep the fire off the logs,

answered very well for a chimney, with a hole cut through the roof above

to vent the smoke.

"I made a tolerable bedstead out ot some ironwood poles, by stretch-

ing strips of elmwood bark across, which I plaited strongly together to

support my bed, which was a goo'' one, and the only article of luxury in

my possession.

" I had foolishly hired two Irish emigrants, who had not been in Ca-

nada longer than myself, and of course knew nothing of cither chopping.

^Instead of crockery, the old buah-settlcrs' plates and dishes, cups, &c.,

-Were of tin, irhich stood the rough travel of the forest roads better than the

more brittle irate.
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logging, or fencing, or indeed of any work belonging to the country.

The consequence of this imprudence was that the first ten acres I cleared

cost me nearly £5 an acre—at least £2 more than it should have done.*

"I found chopping in the stmimcr months very laborious. I should

have undorbrushed my fallow in the fall bfforo the leaves fell, and choj)-

ped the large timber during the winter months, when I should have had

the warm weather for logging and burning, which should be completed

by the 1st day of September. For want of experience it was all up-hill

woi'k with me.«•••»*
" A person who understands chopping can save himself a good deal of

trouble and hard word by making what is called a ' plan-heap.' Three

or four of these may be made on an acre but not more. The largest and

most difficult trees are felled, the limbs only being cut off and piled. Then

all the trees that will fall in the same direction should bo thrown alon^

on the top of the others, the more the better chance of burning well.

" If you succeed in getting a good fallow, *he chances are if your plan-

heaps are well made, that the timber will be for the most part consumed,

which will save a great many Iilows with the axe, and some heavy log-

gi"g-t

" As soon as the ground was cool enough after the burn was over, I

made a logging bee, at which I had five yoke of oxen and twenty men.

The teamster selects a large log to commence a heaj», one v/hich is too

ponderous for the cattle to draw : against this the other logs are drawn

and piled: the men with liands; \kes roll them up one .ibove the other

until the heap is seven or eight feet high and ten or twelve broad. All

the chips, sticks, roots, and other rubbish are thrown up on the top of

the heap. A team and four men can [lick and log an acre a day if the

burn has been good.

"My hive worked well, for we had five acres logged and fired that

night. On a dark !iight a hundred or two of such heaps all on fire at

once have a very fine effect, and shod a broad glare of light over the

country for a considerable distance.

• « « * * . • «

" My next step towards my house-building was to build a lime-heap for

the plastering of my walls and building my chimneys. We sot to work

and built an immense 'og-acap : we made a frame of logs on the top of

•*The usual price for chopping, logging, ami fencing an acre of IiarJ-wood

land is from ?11 to $12 dollars ; but if the pine, hemlock, and spruce pre-

dominate, fourteen dollars are given.

|I have been told that in the western townships, where tho land is very

heavily timbered, the usual plnn now adopted by tho settlers is to chop one

year, and Jet the timber lie till the following year, when it is fired, Tiie fire

burns all up, so that a few charred logs and brands which are easily logged

up is all that remains. This lightens the labour, I am told, very much : it

is practised in the " Queen's IJusli."
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the heap tc keep the stones from falling over the side. We drew twenty

cart-loads of limestone broken up small with a sledge hammer, which was

piled into the frame, and fire applied below. This is the easiest way in

the bush of getting a supply of this vseful material.

" I built my house of elm logs, thirty-six feet long by tv/onty four feet

wide, which 1 divided into three rooms on the ground floor, besides an

entrance hall and staircase, and throe bed-rooms above. I was busy till

October making shingles, roofing, cutting out the door and windows, and

hewing the lojjs smooth inside with a broad axe.

"The best time in the year to commence operations is early in April or

September. The weather is thou moderately warm and pleasant, and

there are no Hies in the bush to annoy you.

" A log shanty, twenty four feet long by sixteen feet wide, is large

enoui'h to bojiiii with, and should bo roofed with shinrrles or troughs.* A
cellar should be dug nour the fn'o-iilaee coinniodious enough to contain

twenty or thirty liushel-; of jiotatoes, a barrel or two of pork or other

matters.

"As soon as your sliiuity is comiilotod, measure olf as many acres as

you intend to chop during tlio winter, and mark the boundaries by a

bluzed-lino [notched ttocs] on each side. Tlie next operation is to cut

down all the siniiU trees and brush : this is culled under-brushing. The

rule is to out down ovoiy thing close to the ground from th<? diameter of

si.x inches and under.

"There are two mode.-! of piling, either in lioaps or windrows. If your

fal' w be full of pluo, lionilook, balsam, eeilai iir.d the like, then I should

advise windrows.

" And when hard wood predominates heaj)s aio better. The brush

should be carefully [lilcd and laid all one way, by which means it packs

and burns bettor.

"The chopping now begins, and may bo followod viithout interruption

until the season for sugar making commences. The bonds of the trees

should be thrown on tlio heaps or windrows: tills a skilful chopper will

seldom fail t') do.

"Th(! trunks of the trees must bo cut into lengths from fourteen to

sixteen feet, aooording to the size of the timber.
• * > f « « •

"The emigrant should ondoavour to get as muoh chopping done the

first throe years as possible, as, after that time, he will have many other

things to attend to. [Tt is a mistake to clear more wild land than a man

and his family can work, as it is apt to gel overrun with a second growth

of brush, and givi' a groat deal of trouble, besides making a dirty-lookhig,

slovenly farm.]

*Thi8 is a chopper's shnnty : a good shelter for those who arc clearing ia

the bush, or lumhering. It should be chinked, and niado wind and ytpitt

tight.
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" In the month of May the settlers should log up three or four acres

for spring crops, such as potatoes, (which are always a great crop in the

new soil,) Indian corn and turnips, which last require to be pitted or

stored from the effects of the severe winter frost.

" The remainder of the fallow should be burnt oft' and logged up in

July : the rail-cuts split into quarters and drawn aside ready for splitting

up into rails. After the log-heaps are burned out, rake the ashes while

hot into heaps, if you intend to make potash.

" As soon as the settler is ready to build, let him, if he can command

thft means, put up a good frame, rough-cast, or a good stone house.

With the addition of £150 in cash, and the raw material, a substantial

family house can be built which will last a vast number of years."

No. X.

Toronto, C. W., November 1st, 1862.

My Deau Wyndiiam,

In obedience to your wishes I add another letter to those which you tell

me have been found useful to your uncle's tenantry already successfully

settled here, and sought after by those who contemplate making Canada

their home—a wise decision, in my opinion, confirmed by many years' re-

sidence, much close attention to the history of the past, much observa-

tion as to the present, and much confidence as to the future of Canada.

Certain theorists, at home, utterly ignorant of our social, fiscal, and

political condition, have recently written about Canada, and created a

certain amount of distrust which is being gradually dissipated by a few

home truths from the lips and pens of well informed and responsible par-

ties. For myself, if I did not like Canada as a home, I should leave it.

There is nothing which compels me to fix my residence any wiiere but

where my inclination leads me, or the prospects of final success for my
family in the professions they have selected demand at my hands. I have,

it is true, met with many cases of want of success, but in almost every

case the fault has not been the institutions, or the climate, or resources

of Canada, but the unfitness of the i)artios complaining, from the want of

those qualifications as regards i)hysical or intellectual attainments, that

want of enterprise, or that indulgence in intemperate habits, (a fruitful

source of failure here.) which would hinder their success any where. It

is unfair to endeavour to shift their own defects upon the country they

have selected as their homo. There is no publication sanctioned by the

government of Canada which has invited emigiation to Canada without

a warning as to those classes for whom the Province just now offers no

chance of success. In spite of those continuous warnings of the Govern-
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ment, there are railway companies, steamboat companies, out-fitters, and

hoc genus omne, who have done infinite injury to individuals as well as

to the Province by their untruthful and inflated accounts. I need hardly

remind yon of the recent fraud com.iiitted by the British Columbia Tran-

sit Company. The Canadians who have gone to British Columbia are

returning day by day disheartened and ruined. Thousands are coming

here from the States who are likely to make Canada their final home, as

they now find it, as it were, a " city of refuge " from present suffering and

prospective ruin and anarchy.

You have "^slced me to reprint my table of wages. I do it somewhat

reluctantly, because so much depends upon what can be purchased for a

fair day's wages where prices vary so much according to seasons and lo-

calities. I have thought it most prudent to adopt the scale sanctioned by

our able chief agent of emigration at Quebec, Mr. A. C. Buchanan, and

adopted by the Government in their last pamphlet. You also ask about

what kind of employment is to bo had during our long winters. We
have, as yet unhappily, no manufactories, where thousands of females of

all ages ought to find continuous employment, and the only answer I can

give on this point is confined to agricultural matters, and is supplied by a

kind friend of mine who deserves and has had abundant success in Canada.

He has permitted me to make his letter public, and I therefore subjoin it.

He has, I think, dealt rather leniently with the class of persons who
make the winter a season of "social enjoyment ;'" but in a country where

a gallon of whisky is to be had for a smaller sum than a pint of honest

English ale or porter, it is little wonder that many are led into temptation.

It is calculated that 10,000,000 bushels of grain are cor verted into alco-

holic beverages in Canada, besides the enormous amouni imported and

smuggled. I now give you Mr. Phin's letter :

" Revkp.kxd and Deaii Sir,

"In reply to your's requesting me to state what niigJit and . lit to bo

done upon a farm in Canada in winter, supposing it to be cleared and ot

cupied by a practical and well-conditioned farmer, I will take the libeily

of making the following statement :

"Having commenced to vuike a farm in the midst of the forest nearly

thirty years ago, and being "Monarch of all I surveyed,'' (for I bought

and paid for some 150 acres of wild land,) I trust a long experience

will enable me to give you some information on this subject. During

the first years of settlement I found the winters to be too short, the time

being fully occupied in cutting down timber, (chopping,) piling the

* brush,' (tops of trees ) and in getting cedar out of the swamps to make

rails for fencing. In fact, the sjjring sometimes camo upon me before

I had finished the work which had been laid out to be done in winter.

Chopping is a cleanly and healthy job; oven yet 1 could shoulder my

axe, not crutch, 'and show how fields are won.' When I had finished

clearing land I fo\md I had rather more leisure in winter, though I agree
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with Dr. Franklin when he says :
' Ijiisuic is just the time to do any-

thing that is useful.' He niij^Iit have added, and ornamental. The

principal occupation of a Canadian i'arnier in winter after he has his

farm cleared, and his buildings put up, fences in good ord(>r, A:c., is tak-

ing care of his stock, threshing ami nnuketing grain, cutting and hauling

home (iro-wood. It is also sometimes necessary to split and haul u

thinisand or two of rails to mend fences. Should he (!ontem[)late adding

to his farm-buildings, winter is also the l)est time to haul lumber from

the saw mill ; should he be so fortunate as to have any timber on his

farm lit for the saw mill, winter is I)y far the best time to haul the logs.

"I have conlined my remarks to the male part of the farmer's household;

I need not say how much that is useful and ])rolitablo can be done, in

doors and out of doors, by tiie farmer's wife and daughters in respect to

the care of poultry, ifcc, i\:c., an item of no inconsiderable amount.

Every Canadian farmer should be po.isessed of a few carpenter'^ tools,

but I would not advise emigrants to bring any from tlw ' old coimtry."

Implements should be put in rej)air : if there is a sugar iiu>!i un the farm

spiles should be nmde, wood cut to Imil the sap, and every thing got

ready to connnenee making sugar when tlie st>ason arrives lor ai'tive op-

eration. Every farmer should [thint a few old country willows near "the

creek," to make baskets; any Canadian willows which I have seen are

brittle, and unlit for the ]iurpose. A prudent farmer will take can," to

have a good grist homo from the mill just before the roads break up in

spring; you may think this too small a matter to mention, but I have

seen it (if great importance. A maiuiging fanaei' can generally find

enough to do : winter is the onlv tinuj of the ve:ir wlien (.'anadian farm-

ers can enjoy a little social intercourse.

"IJefore J conclude permit me to make a lew observations on cultuie

of another kind. I'^ach oik^ of us is jjossessed of an important estatC;

the proper cultivation of which slundd engage all his energies—of un-

bounded extent, not contlned by "concessi ins" and "side lines," and

which would yi(,'ld a rich return, 1 moan the cultivation of his own mind,

as well as those of his family, and thanks tu the establishment of sch^ol

libraiies and niochanies' institutes in Western Canada, he has ample o|)-

portunities of d.)ing Si). It is not necessary to suci ess that his 'talk'

should be exclusively ' of the breed of bullocks.' If it hi- true that 'a

little learning is a dangerous thin^:,' all that fanners have to do is to

make it greater. The nature of their occupation generally leaves the

mind fre(( to 'look through nature up to nature's (iod,' and it is only

those who have a cultivated understanding that can find 'sermons in

stones, tongues in runnin brooks, and 'oiiii in e\('i y thi.

''
I remain, Iteverend and Dear Sir,

" Ever voiirs, &e.

" Kexnaql'iiair, HkSI'ELEU,

C. W., November, 1st, 1802.

'.JAMES PHIX.
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Upper Canada gives few indications of much progress in manufactures.

It is essentially an agricultural country, and possesses far fewer water

privileges than are found further east, beginning at Cornwall, and extend-

ing into a part of Canada too little known, called the "Slastern Town-

ships," the mineral wealth of which iu copper, titanium, and lead [at

Gasp^] is enormous, and has lately been brought into notice by the dis-

covery of an immense mass of rich ore at Acton. The eastern townships,

though geographically «it'.iated in the Lower Province, are on the south

side of the St. Lawrence, and inhabited chiefly by an English-speaking

population.

In a former letter [page s] you will see soiiie returns which you can

compare with those which follow, and which prove the immense increase

in cereals during thr. last decad(;. The wheat crop in IHol in Upper Ca-

nada was 12,000,000 bushel ; in IHfU, it was 24,000,000 bushels. Other

cereals in Upper and Lower Canada in IHfil, were respectively 36,000,000

and 2.'),000,0()0 bushels, and consisted of Indian corn, rye, oats, barley,

buckwheat and jieas. The pio|iorti(in of wheat in Upjier Canada was 4.3

bushels to each inhabitant, and in Lower Canada 2'A bushels. With re-

spect to the growth of whcit in Upper Canada wc find the following en-

couraging statistics

:

Year. Has. of wheat produced.

1^12 :?,221,991

1H48 7,.55S,77;{

IS.-)! 12,()7 1,50.3

isr.0 24,()20,42:)

The Canndiai' (Jovernment have for sale in btjth Provinces nearly

200,000,000 acres of wild land, of which two-thirds is capable of suc-

cessful cultivation, and the price of which on an average is not above

half a crown an acre.

The taxes on cultivated lands in several districts do not amount to three

pence in the £, It takes only !}>l..'{2 per head to pay the interest on our

whole debt. In the States, bel'ore the recent outlay upon the disgraceful

war now raging there, ihe inttnest on the debt was $2.40. The present

war has already cost foin* hundred millions of pounds sterling.

The comparative outlay fur import duties in ]5ritish North America is

as follows

:

Canada. Nova Scotia. New Prunswick. Newfoundland.

18G0. $1 H[) $2 02 $2 GO $3 80

So that Canada pays less than any other colony except Prince Edward's

Island, the population of which is only 80,000, and the import duties

$1 13.

It is not true that we levy a duty of 25 or even 20 per cent, upon Eng-

lish manufactures. Settler's goods are free of duty ; and the amount of

free goods is 41*75 per cent, of our whole imports.

The severity of our climate is much overstated. You know my age. I
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have been here nearly ten years, and I dress precisely as I did at home,

except that during the winter I wear under clothing of a rather warmer

description than I used to. I have spent two winters in Quebec, and

dressed there just as I do here.

We have in both Provinces colleges where degrees in Divinity are

granted, universities whore degrees in medicine, law, and music are con-

ferred ; hundreds of grammar schools, most of them conducted by mem-

bers of iiritisii Universities, and thousands of common schools, all the

masters of which have to pass rather a stiff examination. We have 3000

miles of telegraph wires, 2000 miles of railroad, 200J post ofliccs, and a

soil of wonderful fertility.

The highest positions in the various professions are open to all. All

our Bishops are old countrymen by birth, many iif the Judges, and most

of the members of the two Houses of Parliament are also of British birth.

With a full sense of the responsibility I have incurred of recommending

Canada to the classes named in various parts of this book, I hold firmly

to my former opinion on this point. There is no colony which affords so

many instances of success. In nine cases out of ten, failure is the fault

of the settler himself.

I again recommend with increasing earnestness the utmost vigilance as

to the investment of money. With prudence the very safest investments

are to be found paying 8 per cent, interest, but 1 strongly recommend

lenders to take security for the punctual payment of intorest, as well as

the closest investigation into title and value. Xo security in the world

can be safer than our government debentures obtainable at London, and

which now pay 5^ per cent, half yearly, payable in England. Canada

has hitherto always kept faith with the national creditor, and our whole

debt secured by our enormous territory only amounts to c seventieth part

of yours. A contribution of five pounds a head would dear off our whole

debt, while you would have to pay nearly thirty !

No idle men are wanted. They are a nuisance and a curse every-

where, and especially in a new community. Take out gai'den seeds, bulbs,

suckers of filberts, nuts, &c. The eggs of choice poultry, if safely packed

in a strong hamper, each egg to be far divided from the other by a mass

of some yielding substance, may be taken. I think goats would answer

well, and our common tame rabbits, not those lop-eared enormities,

would soon be acclimatized. No ponderous implements should be taken.

Guns and fishing rods may. Persons who have setters, spaniels, and

terriers, would do well to take them. There are lots of vermin whose

skins are valuable. Some, I hope, will take out ferrets, and many of our

old country song-birds to recall the memories of home. I cannot tell you

how deeply I was moved by, and how long I listened to the incessant song

of English skylarks hung out in a sunny spot, weeks before ice and snow

had disappeared, in front of the house of Mr. Knight the "Stultz" of

Quebec, (who come? Trom our own beautiful county,) opposite to Rus-

sell's admirably managed Hotel, where, old friend of mine, I hope we
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shall meet on Mny-day, until vvliich '* morry month" I bid you heartily

farewell.

P.S.—You will find olsowhcro in tlic letters Hoveral useful tnhles of

various kiiuls, a map of Upper Ciinnda sufliiient for all practical purposes

of reference, to Ije followed l>y one? oti the same principle for Lower
Canada. We are now enjoyin,:,' lluit Hinfjulnr sensou so graphically de-

scribed by dear, j^ood Mrs. Traill, who has done more for Canada by her

writings than any other person on earth, and has had no national recog-

nition of her services, fler Majo'^ty, iiowever, has recently been graci-

ously pleased to give some prautical proof of her ap[)reciation of Mrs.

Traill's worth and services.

1.\[>IAX SI'MMIOU.

This mysterious second siiuimer comes for u brief season to quicken

the vegetation of the new sown gniin, and to |ierl'ect the buds that con-

tain the embryo leaves and l)li)ssiiins of tlio future year, before the frost

of winter shall have bound up the ciirtli with its fetters of ice.

The misty warmth of tiie Imliuu Summer slrals drowsily upon our sen-

ses. We linger lovingly over each soft day that comes to us, folded in a

hazy veil, and fear each one will be tlie last. They seem to us

" Like joys that linger as they fall,

Whoso last arc dearest."

We watch with anxious eye the sun go down in the smoky horizon, and

wonder if we shall see another Indian Summer day arise on the morrow.

The earth is rendering up her increase on' nature's great altar, giving

back to us some of the teeming warmth that she had collected during the

long hot days of July, August, and September.

It is natural to suppose that tlie mist that softens the atmosphere at

this peculiar season arises from vegetable decomposition.

Or may be it has it-s origin in a remoter cause : the commencement of

the polar winter. This subject has pu/.zled wiser heads than mine ; there-

fore I will dismiss that jiart of my subject to the natural philosophers of

this enlightened, reasoning age.

Among the peculjarities of this season may be noticed, frosty nights,

followed by warm soft days; sometimes a hot stirring breeze comes on

about noon, at other tinu'S a stillness almost sultry continues through the

day. I'Vom notes made in my journal during a succession of years, T

have remarked that the Indian Summer comes on directly after the rains

which prevail during the e(|uinox and the tirst two weeks in October;

from the 10th or 1 5th of October, to the first week in November, I

should fix as the usual period of Indian Summer. Old settlers say that
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it comes earlier now tliait in former years. The date used to bo aa lat«

as the 20th of November, hut it is rarely so late now, whatever be the

cause.

The iiortliern lights are fre([ueiitiy seen about the eoniinencement of

tiie Indian Summer, often beinj,' visible for Uiany sucTossive nights. The

terminalion of this K)vely sureu(^ season is very geiu'rally acuompanicd

with a lemiiosl, a luirricane, a violent rain, endini; in snow and sharp

frost.

Thouj,'li so lovely to the senses it is not always a season ol" health : au-

tunuial fevers and a;»iies, with alVeetions of tiie chest, are common. Never-

theless, this Indian Summer is hailed by the Indian people with joy. It

is, emphatically speaking', indeed the Indian's Summer— his own pecidiar

season—his harvest in which he ifuthers in the winter stores.

At this time the men Ibrsake the villages and summer-lodges, and go

off to their lar-olf hunting-gounds, for venison and furs. Now is their

P.'hing S(.iis(jii ; and it is in the month of October that the lakes swarm

with niyriiuls (A' wildfowl.

The term Indian Suiniiier, always sounds to me so expressive of the

wants, habits, and circumstances of the race. Their summer is not our

summer, hike the people it is jieculiar to this continent TVtey reap

while we sow. While t/ieij collect v>c scatter abroad the seed for the fu-

ture harvest.

It is by minute observation upon the objects with which he is most

familiar, that the Indian obtains his knowledge : a knowlege which has

hitherto been suflieient for the supply of his very limited wants. He
knows by the thickness of the down on the breast of the wild fowl, and

the fur of his peltries, whether tin; »'oming winter will be a severe one or

otherwise. By the nunil)er of small animals that congregate in their

several haunts, and the stores which they lay up, whether the season will

be of longer or shorter duration. 15y the beavers repairing their dams;

and the musk-rats building their houses earlier than usual, that the cold

will also set in early.

In all these things the Indian trusts to the instinct of the lower animals,

which is a knowledge given from fJod above—a great gift to help the

weakest of his creatures.*

The unlettered Indian, in the simple faith of his heart, believes that the

Almighty Creator—whom he adores as the Good Spirit, speaks to his

creatures, tells them of his will, and guides them how to act, and provide

for the winter's cold, be it little or be it much.

A great deal of the fruitfulness of the next year's harvest may depend

upon the length or shortness of the Indian Summer.

It is during this season that the farmer stores his root crops and pre-

pares his fallow lands. If, Jis it sometimes happens, the Indian Summer

*" God's gift to the weak," as says Mrs. Southey.
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is short, and early frost stops ploughing operations, the spring crops must

saffer.

Therefore the thoughtful settler naturally regards the length of the In-

dian Summer as a great blessing.

Nature has now exhausted her rich store of buds and blossoms. The

rains and winds of October have scattered the last bright leaves upon the

earth. The scarlet maple, the crimson oak and cherry, the dark purple

of the black ash, the lighter yellow of the birch and beach, lie withering

at our feet—"the fading glories of the dying year."

Is there nothing but suJness and decay in those fallen leaves ? In

those grey, leafless branches, through which the wind is sighing a requiem

over the faded flowers and foliage? In yon grey elder, those round

knobs contain the embryo blossoms, closely packed like green seeds
;
yet

each tiny flower cup is as perfect as it will be in the month of May : it is

only abiding its time. Yes, truly, there is much of hope and promise re-

vealed to us at this season. There is a savour of death ; but it is death

unto life

!

Look on those broad fields of emerald verdure, brightening into spring-

like beauty with the rays of the noon-day sun. Do they not speak to us

of the future harvest—of the fruits of the coming year, which the harvest-

man is to reap.

He, too, must bide the time : first the blade, then the ear, then the

ripened grain ; then again the seed cast upon the earth—the renewal of

his toil and his trust. Thus, then, wo perceive that the fall of the year is

the renewal of hope. In its darkest gloom there is ever a gleam of sun-

light, pointing onward to future joys.— '* Backwoods of Canada^'' by

Mrs. C. P. Traill.

THE CLIMATE OF CANADA.

There are many persons at home who apprehend that the climate of

Canada is too rigorous for the production of such cereals and fruits as are

grown in European latitudes. The following extracts from a Toronto

newspaper of 1862, in reference to the Agricultural Exhibition, will afford

some answer to these fears, and confirm the statements made elsewhere

in this book as to vine, flax, and tobacco culture, and dairy products, in

Canada.

" The display of fruit, in quantity and quality, surpassed what has been

shown at any previous Exhibition. The results in this department were

very satisfactory, proving that the climate of Canada admirably adapts it

for the raising of many of the most valuable kinds of fruit. One of the

principal exhibitors was Mr. Beadle of St. Catharines nurseries. On one

aide of the central stand in the Crystal Palace, he had 115 plates of ap-
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plea, pears, peaches, &c., and 30 jars of cherries, currants, raspberries,

blackberries, &c. Mr. Beadle exhibited ten varieties of peaches grown

in the open air. Several of these varieties were of very large dimensions,

and were much admired for the delicate richness of their tints. He ex-

hibited also numerous varieties of apples ; 41 in one collection of three

of each sort, and 20 in another collection of six of each sort. He had

also a large show of pears, comprising a large number of varieties.

Among the varieties of open-air grapes shown by Mr. Beadle, were the

Blood-blacks, the Delaware, the Diana, the Northern Muscadine, the Per-

kins, Sage's Mammoth, and the Wild Fox Grape, a product of the Cana-

dian woods, which has been domesticated, and is marked by a strong

musky flavour. Several of these varieties, Mr. Beadle states, are found

to be well adapted to our northern climate. Mr. Beadle also exhibited a

number of young fruit trees from nurseries, comprising the apple, pear,

plum, cherry, &c.

" Mr. Arnold, of Paris, exhibited a fine collection of fruit, tastefully

arranged on a frame, bearing on a scroll the inscription :
* The fruit of

the laud.' This collection comprised apples, peaches, pears, clusters of

grapes, &c.

" Mr. Benedict, of Clifton, showed some magnificent peaches, 20 varie.

ties of pears, and specimens of a very large crab-apple which he calls the

* Transceiidant.'

" Mr. Reid, of Port Dalhousie, showed some results of experiments he

has been making in improving the vine, and introducing new varieties

suitable for Canada. By raising plants from the seed, instead of from

shoots, he has obtained a- number of new open-air varieties. Specimens

of the fruit of these, very large, were exhibited. Mr. Reid also had on

exhibition two bottles of wine made from grapes of a native stock, brought

into the garden out of the woods.

" Mr. Binkley, of Ancaster, had along with his fruit some bottles of

grape-wine and home-made sherry, the latter manufactured from cur-

rants.

" Besides the fruits already named, there was a large show of melons.

We observed, also, nectarines, apricots, crab-apples, cranberries, &c. The

display of plums was very good, comprising many varieties of large and

small size.

" Some one, whose name we did not learn, exhibited a collection of

cigars made from tobacco grown in the provmce. They looked as well

as ordinary Frincipes and Havannas ; their flavour was a matter to be

determined by the judges.

" Another exhibitor, whose name we did not ascertain, sent a collec-

tion, comprising some thirty bottles of pickles, home-made wines, apple

brandy, and maple molasses.

" For the Canada Company's prize of $24 for the best 112 lbs. of flax,

there were 5 entries.

" Best bushel of hemp seed, 6 entries. Best bushels of flax seed, 31

entries.
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" Messrs. Alexander & Co. exhibited some specimens of scutched flax,

which excited marked attonlion : they looked almost as if they had been

dressed.

" Dairy Piiodl'cts, &c.

" These were in the northern part of the buildinjr. There was a good
show of butter, and a numljor of splendid cheeses. Mr. liannie, of Dere-

ham, showed 200 or 300 lbs, of cheese, including some pineapple cheese,

a species of Stilton. Mr. Raiinio carries on dairy operations on an ex-

tensive scale, keeping as many as one hundred cows. The honey exhi!-

bited, both in the jar and clear, looked exceedingly well."

POPULATION.

Prom abstracts of the Census of 18G1 the following leading facts are

compiled :

—

Native population of Canada. 1,917,777
|
Immigrants 588,978

The population is thus aiialyscd as far as the larger divisions are con-

cerned.

Natives of British origin. .1,027,170

8H0,G07" French "

English 127,129

Scotch 111,952

Germans, Prussians,, and

Dutcli 23,855

Irish 211,423

15. N. A. Provinces 10,745

French .3,061

United States 01,309

Swiss 689

Channel Islands 1,258

Indians 6,717

The various leading denominations are represented

Upper C,

Anglicans 311565

Kirk of Scotland 108963

Free Kirk 14.''043

United Presbyterian .)1378

Wesleyan Methodists 218427

Episcopal " 71615

New Connection 28200

Other Methodists 23330

Baptists 61559

Lutherans 24299

Congregationalists 9357

Quakers 7383

as follows
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The chief coastituents of the population in the two parts of the pro-

vince, are :

—

Natives of England
'< Scotland
" Ireland

French Canadians 847320

British Canadians 16757S

Natives of the United Statea

'< B. N. A. Colonies

" .Prussia, Germany and Holland . ,

.

" France
" Channel Isles

L. C.
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CANADIAN RAILWAY SYSTEM.

ROUTES, DISTANCES, AND BATES OF PaSSAOE BT BAILWAT AND 8TEAMIB,
FBOM QUEBEC TO THE rSINOIPAI, I'LACEH IN CANADA.

PLACES

IN



50

CANADIAN RAILWAY SYSTEM.—(Con/inwerf.)

Ml
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REQUIRED OUTFIT.

The following is a careful estimate of the quantity and cost of provi-

sions required for 12 months, for a man and bis wife, and three young

children—and also a list of articles required by settlers going into the

bush. The prices are attached at which they can be purchased at the

villages near the settlements. The total capital required is about £51

currency or £42 sterling, although \nrj many have succeeded, and are

now independent, who had not £10 in the world upon their first settle-

ment.

PROVISIONS NECESSARY FOR A FAMII-Y OF FIVE, SAY FOR ONE YFAR.

8 barrels of flour, at £1 5s. per barrel £10

2 " pork, at £1 10s. per 196 lbs 3 6

80 bushels of potatoes, at 2s. 6d. per bushel 10

30 lbs. of tea, at 2s. 6d. per lb 3 15

1 barrel of herrings 2

i " salt 7

PEED.

20 bushels of potatoes at 2s. per bushel 2

3 " wheal, at 7s. 6d " 1 2

10 " oats, at 2s. " 1

OTUER NECESSARIES.

1 axe £0
1 grindstone

1 shovel

2 hoes, at Ss. 6d each .

.

3 reaping hooks

1 scythe

1 inch auger

1 inch and a half auger.

1 hand saw

2 water pails

1 window sash, and glaz-

ing

1 bake-oven

8
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STANDARD WEIGHT OF GRAIN, SEEDS, AC.

The following standard weight of grain, seeds, &c., has been sanctioned

by the Provincial Parliament, and shall in all cases be held to be equal

to the Winchester bushel of all grain, pulse, or seeds, opposite to which

they are set

:

No. of lbs. to the bushel.

Wheat 60

Indian corn 56

Rye , 56

Peas 60

Barley , 48

Oats 34

Beans 60

Clover seed 60

Timothy seed 48

Buckwheat 48

Dried apples 22

Dried peaches 33

No. of lbs. to the bushel.

Malt 36

Carrota 60

Parsnips 60

Beet 60

Onions 60

Flax seed 50

Hemp seed 44

Blue grass seed 14

Castor beans 40

Salt 56

Potatoes 60

Turnips 60

I A'

J

COST OF NECESSARIES OF LIFE, STOCK, *C.

The subjoined list of prices is reckoned in dollars and cents, the mode
in which all accounts are now kept in Canada. (See tables at pp. 131,

213):

Flour, 196 lbs $5

Wheat, per bushel

Spring wheat "

Pease "

Oats "

Barley "

Potatoes " .....

Apples "

00

1 00

1 10

57^

30

67

25

50

Butter, fresh, per lb 17^
" tub " 12^

Bacon " 15

Chickens, per pair 30

Ducks " 37^

Turkeys, each 75

Beef, per 100 lbs 6 00

ro 06
Other meats, per lb \ to

lo 12i

Wool per lb $ 27

Hay, per ton 15 00

Straw, « 6 00

Cart horses $60 to $120
Riding " 80 " 160

Yoke of oxen 60 " 100

Milch cows 20 " 30

Pigs 3 " 10

Sheep 3 << 5

Sugar, per lb

White, "

Soap, "

Candles, "

Tea, "

. Sets.

.10

. 5

.15

.40

to lOcts.

" 15

" 6

" 25

" 60
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CAIRO'S SLANDERS ON CANADA.

To the Editor of the "Old Countryman,'^

Reverend and Dear Sir,—
Goethe has said, "It is not by attacks on the false, but by the calm

exposition of the true, that good is to be done." Taking the above as an

excellent rule of action, I have given Mr. Caird's pamphlet, entitled,

"Prairie Farming in America,'' a very attentive perusal; and I think

Mr. Caird deserves luch credit for the candid way in which he has

treated the subject of the British settlers' prospects in Illinois, in very

many points of vital importance. The inferences, however, which may
be fairly drawn from the facts and figures he has given us, are in many
instances calculated to produce widely different results from those which

he appears to have anticipated, and no doubt expects his reader to arrive

at. Without dwelling upon the report that Mr. Caird is personally and

largely interested in the Illinois Central Railroad Company, and their

lands, I proceed to examine the merits of his pamphlet.*

The prevalence of ague, to which Mr. Caird has alluded in pages 11,

12, 28, 2D, -10, 51), (il, 7.'), 05 and !iG, New York edition, especially in

pages 95 and DO, where he gives the experience of a leading physician

of twenty years' practice, cannot fail to be very apalling to intending emi-

grants who carefully peruse his work, especially as this physician plainly

states that in his opinion "old people ought not to come (to Illinois) at

all, as the ague is very fatal to them ;" and adds by way of solace, that

" Chicago (being an older settlement) was now almost free from ague,

that typhus had taken its place in a greatly modified extent, and that

pneumonia and rheumatism were the only other diseases that were

severe." Candid and ex{ilicit as these warnings are, it may be fairly

added, that the very great prevalence of ague, and the total prostration

with which it is accom{)anied, often extending even to weeks and months

together on these prairie lands, is not sufficiently portrayed. It not

*Thi8 valuable pamphlet has been very ably translated into French by
the Quebec Canadkn, und ought to be widely circulated among the thousands

of French Canadians almost starving in Illinois and many other parts of

the States, and elsewhere.
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unfrequently happens that whole families are so prostrated, that it is

with difficuky any one mombor of it can be found able to alleviate the

Bufferings of the rest ; and in remote situations it is often extremely diffi-

cult to procure aid from other families. The effects of this prostration

are often very seriously felt in the delay and even non-performance of

the necessary furm-work, the neglect of cattle, and often the partial loss

of a season's crops. For this reason, if farmers are determined to settle

on prairie land, they should make arrangement for three or four or more

families to settle together, and, in charity, Mr. Caird should have sug-

gested this ; but it is my purpose to shew that settlers in the bush of

Canada have much better prospects in every way than in the prairies of

Illinois, not only a?, regards the comparative freedom from ague, but for

acquiring actual prosperity and speedy independence. In endeavouring

to show this 1 will take Mr. Caird's own representations as the basis;

although very great errors liiive crept into his work, seriously affecting

the general character of Canadian soils and Canadian farming. The quo-

tation of a few passages will serve to show how hurried must have been

his ride through the country, how very erroneous the ideas which he

formed. At page 20 he says : ''From Prescott to Kingston, and thence

to Cobourg, the country is but partially cleared ; very often thti train

shoots for many miles together through the primeval forest, a path hav-

ing been cut in the woods for the railway track, and the felled trees and

branches still lying where thrown on both sides of the line." This latter

assertion may be literally true, but Mr. Caird himself, as well as his

readers, will be surprised to learn, that at least seven-eighths of this very

route is through a remarkably fine agricultural country ; through lands

held by the very best and most successful farmers, having very large

clearances, comfortable dwellings, and out-houses, and good orchards.

The counties from Prescott to Cobourg, through which Mr. Caird's route

lay, contain 240,000 inhabitants. For twenty years there have been fine

herds of Ayrshire and Durham cattle little inferior to the best cattle in

England, and even 40 miles back of the frontier may be seen farms of

from 200 to 400 acres, well cultivated, heavy crops, e.\cellent horses,

cattle and sheep. The railway track passes through the rear part of their

farms, purposely reserved "a primeval forest," for firewood; three-

fourths, more probably, of their large farms being under cultivation.

The railway company purchased the land in rear because the farmers

did not wish their farms to be intersected by lailroads, and they sold the

land in the rear cheaper than they would have sold any other part of

their farms. The quotation above given, shows the great danger of

judging a country merely by a railroad ride ; and the danger of publish-

ing the impressions thus erroneously acquired, especially by so well

known a man as Mr. Caird, is greater still.

This may be further illustrated by extracts from pages 2G, 27, 28, and

29 ; and it is certainly much to be regretted that Mr. Caird remained so

short a time in Canada, and took such a very cursory glance of the col-
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ony. Many of his remarks are truthful and valuable, but no individual, tra-

velling as Mr. Caird did, could form a correct opinion of the agricultural

status and prospects of Canada. At page 2G, &c., he says, "the country

from Hamilton to Paris is undulating, and seems an easier and more
fertile soil ; very little of it is wholly cleared ; certainly more than half

is still an unbroken forest, but the trees are immensely tall, and show
the rapid growth which only a fertile soil could produce. Though this

district is quite within the limit profitable of the culture of Indian Corn,

a small proportion only of the land seems to be occupied by that crop.

Its great value is every where admitted, but on this description of soil its

cultivation demands too much labour. The last grain crop can hardly

have been great, for in very few instances indeed are ricks to be seen

outside the barns, and they are not capacious enough to contain large

crops," Ac.

Had Mr. Caird journeyed through this country in any other way than

by railway, he would have formed a much more correct opinion of the

extent under cultivation : this he has very much underrated. Fully three-

fourths of this whole district of country is cleared and enclosed, and a

large portion of it highly cultivated. If there was little Indian Corn in

1 858, it was because other crops promised to pay better, and the spring

of 1858 was peculiarly wet and cold; but there is a very large extent of

it this year, and although a little late it will prove an abundant crop.

The absence of ricks outside the barn, as alluded to by Mr. Caird, is

owing to the great abundance of timber, and the great facility with which

Canadians construct large barns, quite suflicieiit to hold even very luxu-

riant crops. Every good Canadian farmer provides substantial covering

for his whole crops, instead of having recourse to ricks with their tem-

porary covering of straw. The material, except nails, they have within

themselves, and most of them can help to build them. The work of

building a barn GO feet by 30, and 18 feet post, can })e done for £10 ster"

ling; and most farmers have two if not three of these large barns,

besides long sheds in which to store hay, &c.; so that the absence of ricks

is no criterion of deficiency ; but, on the contrury, their presence is

rather a sign that the fanner is a new settler, and as yet unablo to put up

the permanent covering for his produce, which old and successful farm-

ers universally provide. As to Mr. Caiid's assertion that on this ''easier

and more fertile soil" the cultivation of Indian corn uonuuids too much

labour, it may be safely urged that labour is cheaper In Canada than in

Illinois, and that the corn crop is nearly as jn-oductive in the district he

alludes to as it is in Illinois, and being of a much superior cpiality sells

at a much higher price. 'J'he fuel is, ihut wheat .u this dist;ict has been

hitherto so fine, and selling at such high prices, that the growth of Indian

corn has been neglected too much for the welfare of the farmer. This

very part of Canada which Mr. Caird describes in the above (juotation

is noted for producing the very finest samples of wheat, weighing G2 lbs.,

and even G3 lbs., to the Winchester bushel, and has for years carried ofiF
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the Canada Company's prize of 100 dollaia; and it was in this district

that the prize wheat exhibited at the Crystal raiaco in England was

grown. There are often from 50 to 150 acres of wheat on one farm in

this section. The grciit inducement to kow wlicat has hitherto caused

many farmers to trespass too much, perha])H, -iiion tiie properties of the

soil required for this crop ; hut if Mr. Caird were this year to visit this

part of the countiy, and view it (not from u railway car window) he

would find more extensive fields of his favourite crop, and likely to pay a

higher acreable profit than the Illinois prairie land, because the prices

in Canada are almost double those of Central Illinois, where the corn is

of a coarser description. This perseverance in the growth of wheat is

an evil that time will remedy ; especially as the growth of other grain,

and also sheep and dairy farming, are more certainly remunerating.

Another extract from page,28 gives a remarkable instance of misguided

judgment and grievous misrepresentation, the first clause, however, of

the extract being perfectly true.

Mr. Caird says, " a light sandy loam of good quality, only half cleared,

is still valued at from £7 to £S an acre, (sterling no doubt, as all his

pounds are sterling throughout the pamphlet.) It is this comparatively

high price of land in addition to the cost of clearing otf the timber, that

forces the emigrant westwards to a country where better soil with fqnal

facilities of transport, can be bought for less than the mere cost ear-

ing this of its timber."

Taking the word ** westwards"' to mean Central Illinois, which seems

to be the summit of Mr. Caird's American predilections, it may be most

safely asserted that the soil tlicre is not belter, that the facilities of trans-

port are not equal, and that even supposing land in Illinois could be

bought for le'-:a than the mere cost of clearmg in Canada, (say £',i lOs.

sterling per acre,) Mr. Caird has omitted to state the value of the timber

cleared oil". He will be surprised to be told that many pine trees on these

very farms are and were worth from lis. to l')s. each. It it not unusual

for one tree to produce five saw-logs of twelve foet long each, worth 43.

to 5s. sterling, each log. The timlier alone, of well-grown cedar swamps

in all the settled districts of Canada West, is worth £1 to £5 per acre,

on the spot; and even if the hard wood is all burnt to ashes, the ashes

of three acres will, with very little outlay of capital or labour, produce a

barrel of potash worth £6 sterling. The value of the timber on our wild

lands in good situations, where saw-mills, or rivers to float saw-logs, are

accessible, is very considerable. Our forests, instead of being a bugbear

to the intelligent emigrant, are a very great source of wealth, and enable

him to pay for his land, and erect the required buildings, and supply

fence rails, and fuel, sugar, &c., which the settler on the prairie has to

purchase, and sometimes at very high rates. That the soil is not better

in Illinois than in Canada West can be easily proved. Which gives the

largest crops of wheat per acre of the best quality? Decidedly Canada

West. The probable average of Illinois is stated by Mr. Caird, at pages

'U
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56 and 89, as twenty bushels per acre, but at page 5t he gives the pro-

bable yield at eighteen to twenty, and the real yield "nothing but shrivel-

led husk;" and again at page 52, as nearly a total failure, and six

hundred acres killed by frost, and at pages 75 and 7G, he gives the yield

of 1857 as little more than six bushels per acre; and according to the

United States Census of 1850-1, Illinois did not yield ten bushels per acre,

whereas the average of all Ctinadu West that year was IG, 14-CO ; and of

the counties to which Mr. Caiid alludes to in the above extract, the aver-

age was twenty-one bushels. Then as to quality of wheat, that of Cen-

tral Illinois is notoriously inferior. Merchants in Toronto import large

quantities of it at about half the price of Canada wheat for distillery pur-

poses, not being fit for making flour, except what is denominated by the

Americans " stump-taileil flour," being of a third or fourth rate quality, and
this is the general character of the prairie wheat in Central Illinois.

Then as to price, Mr. Caird quotes it in several places at 3s. sterling,

(75 cents.) At the very time Mr. Caird quotes this as being the price

in the Illinois markets, Canada wheat was selling in Toronto and Hamil-

ton and all our frontier markets, at exactly double that amount, Cs. ster-

ling, (1^ dollar;) and at this date Upper Canada wheat is selling in our

markets at double the price of Illinois wheat in Illinois uiarkots.

Let old country farmers remember this, that even supposing the yield

of bushels per acre to bo the same, the price in ('anada is double, and of

course the value per acre double, and giving Mr. Caird's own averages,

20 bushels per acre, and his own prices, 3s. sterling per bushel, the Cana-

dian farmer would |)0cket £3 sterling per acre more than the prairie far-

mer in Illinois; and this £3, be it rerncmborod, is good interest for £.J0

on every acre of land sown in wheat, say one sixth of the whole arable

land, or £8 6s. 8d. per acre on all the wheat-producing land on the farm.

As far, therefore, as the eultuvo of wheat is concerned, the settler in

Canada West has a vast advantage over the settler in the Illinois prairie,

the yield, the cnjality, and the price, being all superior in Canada West.

The peninsula of Upper Canada consists of soils similar to those of llio

Genesee valley, in the state of New York, distinguished for the finest

quality of wheat, which the American miller eagerly buys to mix with

the coarser wheats of the "western states. Canadian Avheat makes the

very finest flour, whilst western wheat makes only second and third rate

qualities. The area of the fine wheat-growing lands on this continent is

very limited, and Upper Canada occupies a large portion of it.

But, says Mr. Caird, "Indian corn is a great staple in Illinois." Let

us take him at his own .showiiiL;', and let us see the result. The average

produce he gives in two places is 50 bushels {)er acre, and at another 40.

The price at page Gl is 8d. per Imshcl : at page 74, lOd.; and at another

place, page 51, one farthing jter pound, or Is. 3d. per bushel ; at

page 87 and 89, is Is. 8d. per bushel. Taking the price at Is. 3d.

sterling on the spot, and the produce per acre at 50 bushels, (which

is far too high an 40 being much more like the truth,)
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we have £3 23. Cd per acre the produce of a good average corn

crop in Illinois. The cost of twice ploughing, planting, horse-hoeing,

&c., is at least £2 2s. 6d. per acre, and the prairie farmer has £1 per

acre at this showing for himself for interest on his purchase money, 't'nc-

ing, buildings, &c. Mr. Caird has truly and admirably said (page 54) :

—

" If a man buys GOO acres and has not the means of cultivating more than

60, the 540 acres are a dead loss to him. Ho has to pay either the price

or the interest of the price of this large, unproductive extent of land.

The produce of the sixty acres is called upon to bear not only its own

burden, but that of the nine-tenths which are idle. The lean kine thus

eat up the one fat one." Probably four-fifths of the settlers buy what is

called one quarter section, (being 160 acres,) and are not able for two or

three years to cultivate more than the fourth of it ; thus, the forty or

eighty acres under cultivation, or whatever it may bo, have to pay the whole

interest on the purchase money of the 160 acres, and buildings erected.

The rent or interest of course will vary, but taking the price at £3 ster-

ling, and the fencing at lOs. per acre, and the buildings, Ac, at £100,

the rent of forty acres cropped, with house built, would be about £42

10s.,—thus:

First cost of land, at £3 per acre £480

Cost of fencing 100 acres, at IGs. per acre, being 640 rods, at

4s. sterling 128

Buildings, Well, &c., &c 100

£708

This £708 at six per cent, would be about £42 10s., or 2l3. 3d. sterling

per acre, leaving the farmer minus Is. 3d. sterling per acre, on the

actual cost, giving him barely labourer's wages, and no interest for his

working-cattle, implements, &c., &c. The fencing of 160 acres requires

640 rods of fence, which at a very low calculation, is worth $1 per rod,

or 4s. sterling. Mr. Caird makes the expense of fencing £60 per mile

(see page 55 ;) but considering that price too high, I have taken £40 per

mile. If a whole section is purchased (a mile S(iuare,) the outside fence

on all sides would be four miles, and the acrcable cost of enclosing would

be much less than where only a quarter secticm is purchased ; but every

prairie farmer as well as every other farmer requires subdivisions of his

farm, and Ifis. aterliiig per acre is a very low estimate of the cost of

fencing on any farm. So that Mr. Caird's ropresention at pages 89 and

90, where he says, *' The third year begins by the prairie farmer finding

himself the unencumbered owner of his land, all fenced and improved,

with a stock of horses and implement'^, and tiio whole of his original

capital in his pocket," is a monstrous delusion, calculated to do immense

injury to his readers, who may be thereby tempted to settle on the aguish,

treeless, shelterless, and arid prairies of Illinois. The idea, too, expressed

at page 90, that *' he may continue to crop his farm with Indian corn,

from which he will reap very large returns on his capital," is, to say the
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least of it, a much loo glowiii}^ aiul aanfjuino view of the prairie farmer's

prospects. At page (10 he j,'ives the opinion of a Mr. Brown, an old far-

mer in the country, "that nioro money iiiis boon made, and may ho mado

ill this stati! hy stock farniini,' than hy corn-growing ;" and adds, (page

01,) " hut ho has not found short-horned stock so successful on the

natural prairio grass, of which, on his own lauds, he has no longer any."

To give us iin idea of stock fiirniiiig, Mr. Cainl tella us (page 71) that

"oxen of thrco years okl, large and in what wo should reckon fair con-

dition for stall feeding, are valued here, i. e., Central Illinois, at not more

than £ I
!'' And again at page Gl), he quotos the price of beef at 2d. per

lb. I and at page 72, a Kentucky farmer admits that two acres of his best

bine grass land in Illinois were neodinl to fatten a three-year old short

horned ox. At these prices stock farming cannot bo profitable at all,

and if better than corn-growing, what inference may we draw ? The

story of tho ox and two hogs eating si hundred l)ushels of Indian corn

(page 71,) ami then being sold at 2d. per lb., is not calculated to give

very favourable views of prairie farming. It is well Mr. Caird has so

frankly represented these facts to enable Hritish farmers to judge for

themselves. It may be well to state here that cattle, sheep, beef, mutton,

pork, and grain of all kinds in Canada, are fully double the prices quoted

by Mr. Caird as being the ]irices in Central Illinois; and intelligent

British farmers will no doubt govern themselves accordingly, especially

as all other crops, except Indian corn, are more productive in Canada

West, and labour ([uite us clieai) These high prices may be su[iposed to

militate against mechanics and manufacturers, but whore agricultural pro-

ducts are high, mechanics lind more employment and better wages than

when they are low. The I'arnu'rs being more prosperous, are better able

to carry on improvements of all kinds. Mr. Caird, at page oO, quotes

the wages of a journeyman carpenter at Is. per day, with his board;

those wages arc rather lower than in Canada, but tho colony has suffered

so severely by tho late exceptional icverses, that there is little employ-

ment for tradesmen at present at high wages. Tf we have a good harvest

and an average crop, times will improve rapidly: but it may be safely

.stated that it is not probalile that either Illinois or Canada will ever again

reach that state of inllated jn-ospeiity, caused by the late expenditure of

millions of dollars in the purehase and formation of railway routes. The

benefit of the eolony will be permanent and substantial, but the first

pioneers of the benefit will probably be severe sufferers. Mr. Caird has

well said, and it api)ears true with regard to Canada also, that, "the de-

velopment of railway accommodation has been too rapid, and has for the

present outrun the immediate re(iuiremcnts of Illinois."

I have al'uded to the fact that wheat and all other grain, except Indian

corn, are more productive in Canada West than in Central Illinois. The

circumstances of climate are, perhaps, the chief cause of the superiority

of Canada West. The great wheat-producing countries of Europe lie be-

tween the 50th and .VJth degrees of north lattitude, where the summer

5
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temperature is from 55 ® to 65 ^ ; but in Central Illinois, where the lati-

tude is about 38 ° , the suir'met heat is 78 ®, and often as high in the

shade as from 90 to 100 ® iii tl'une, July, aud August. This climate is

too hot for the profiiable culture of European grains or grasses
; they

grow thoi-e, it is true, but are generally of a very inferior description.

The wheat this year (1859) is fortunately a very tolerable sample, and

the yield a fair average : much of it was harvested the lirst week of July :

one very large field, I was told by a funning friend who witnessed the

operation, was cut with a "heading machine,"?', e., the heads of the

wheal v.'ere cut off immediately bo ow the ear, and dropped into a box

which was emptied into v-i^-gons ac-^^mpanying the machine. The straw

bcini' of little value was left standing.

As far as regards the vrheat crop, this year is an improvement upon

several of the past yeu'S ; but as to other crops, barley, oats, rye, and

peas, there does not appear to be much change for the better. With

the exception of Indian cor.i, they are not by any means extensively or

successfully cultivated.

By the last census of Canada, ta'.o.> in 1851-52, her population was

about 1-13 of that of the L'nion, her occu[.icd acros about l-17th; yet

her frowth of wbeat was very nearly one-sixth of that of the whole Union,

of barley it waj more than one-fourth, and of oats one-seventh. Of all

•rrain, exclusive of Indian corn, Canada produced one-s?.rf// of that of the

whole Union, territories included.

These are important facts for the consideration of Briti.^h emigrants,

who, instead of oettling on the bleak prairies of the United States, may

wish to enioy a climate not very didbrent from their own, and decidedly

healthful; and who may wish to cultivate the same species fviid descrijition

of "rain that they ha^e been used to, or to contin- , iheir dairie?--, or to

indulge in their beef and mutton producing tendencies, witli a fair hope

of remuneration.

The prospect of having but litllo fruit in Central Illinois, is another

very importanl consideration. Tlie land where trees do not nauirally

rrfow, can scarcely be expected to be very congenial to fruit trees. It is

only too true that in many parts of Illinois fruit trees will not thrive.

Another extract fiom Mr. Caiid (i.aije 29) is worthy of comment, as it

portrays a great want of knowled^'e of facts with regard to the relative

increase of population in Canada a'ul Illinois, and is calculated to mis-

lead his readers. M;. C. says, •> (^'iinad;-. We.'^t is richer than Cann-^i

East, and is more populous ; but thc'-e is a richer territory still further

west, where labour is yet more productive, and, though in the present

state of the country the risk -)<" health is greater, it is ten times more po-

pulous, for men push on ti, the land in which they can most (|uickly and

easily earn an independence."

What will Mr. Caiid himself say, when he is told that Canada West has

increased in population ia a much greater ratio than his favourite state of

Illinois !
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By the United States Census of 1850, it appears that the three states

of Ohio, Michigan, and Illinois, contained in 1830, 1,12G,851, and in

1850,3,505,000; a little over 320 percent, in twenty years. Canada

"West contained in 18.30, 210,437; in 18.50, 791,000, which is over 375

per cent, for the same period of twenty years ; so that the increase in

these choice states was fifty-five per cent, less than that of Canada West

during the same time. Some of our coimties in Canada West, viz., Huron,

Perth, and Bruce, have increased 571 per cent, in ten years.

Comparing the last decade of Canada West witli that of the United

States, we find that the increase during the ten years from 1840 to 1850,

was 35*27 per cent., wliilst that of Upper Canada was 104*58 per cent.

We have had no census in Canada since 1851-52; but there is every

reason to believe that the ratio of increase, not including immigration,

has continued very much the same, and there is a certainty that Mr.

Caird's representation as to comparative increase of population in Illinois

is entirely erroneous. Inunigration to the United States has fallen off

quite as much in proportion as that into Canada. The statement that an

independence can be more (pueUly and easily earned in Illinois than in

Canada West, is simply a delusion, and has been fiQ(iuently prcvcdby the

return of settlers, who, like Mr. Caird, were attracted by the more inviting

appearance of prairies t<> old-country eyes. lUit as Mr. Caird has given a

Dr. and Cr. for Illinois, at page S'J, 1 will ji-ive a similar one for Canada.

Lot old-country cai)italists who can command the retptired sum (say £750

sterling) diligently compare the two, and keep in mind the permanent

ditference in the (piality and prices of produce, and the healthfulness of

Canada, and the choice between the two will be no ditlicult matter to

decide, even in tiie matter of dollars and cents, without alluding to our

British Constitution, our British feeling, British tone of morality, our

British social atmosphere, &e., vhich Britons always appreciate more

highly after a short residence in the rniled States.

Mr. Caird thus gives the probable Dr. and Cr. of 100 acres of land for

two years in Central Illinois.

Dr.

Cash price of 100 acres, sterling £200

Contract price of fencing, breaiiing, hoy. is.g with wheat, roaping

and tllrc^hing, and building a labourer's cottage, and stable

and shed 250

Capital invested in the purchase of four horses, ir..plement8 and

harness 110

£oC,0

2ud year, wages of 2 men, horse-keop, taxes and accounts 200

£700 '>
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Cr.

lit crop wheat, 2000 bushels at 3s. 6d., £350 ; 2nd crop Indian

corn, 5000 bushels, at Is. 8d., £416 766

Surplus after second crop, besides the value of land and stock.. £6

In Canada West the t)v. and Cr. are on the same basis. Taking 100

acres brought into cultivation, they would stand thus: Capitalists can

bring 100 acres into cultivation in Canada, as well as in the United States,

although such is seldom or np er done that I am aware of.

Dr.

Cash price of 100 acres of land, at 3s. 3d £16 5

Oontracit price for clearing, fencing, and seeding, at £3 10s. per

acre 350

Contract price for building a small htuse or shed , 50

Capital invested in oxen, (two j'oke) chains, &c 31

Capital invested in potash kettle 10

Capital invested in labour making potash and barrels 40

Second year, board and wages of 3 men and 5 in harvest, ox

keep, &c 180

£080 5

Cr.

Potash, 20 barrels, nt £0 £120

Pme timber, say 100 trees, at 6s 30

(Where the timber Is good for making potash there

is not much pine, for this reason I have set

down a small sum.)

First crop of wheat, 2000 bushels, at 5s 500

Second crop, barley, rye, oats, pea?, and pot.itrics,

at £3 per acre, average 300

950

Surplus after the second crop, besides land, &c ..£2G9 15

This comparison, which is j'wtly and fairly ^'ivon. .sl.rws that tlio Cana-

dian capitalist has tlio advantii;_'o over the prairie capitalist of £2(11) 15s.

sterling in two years; uiul to hIiow that those reprenentations are by no

means overdrawn, I give holow the official puiilished returns by our

Government agent, on the Ottawa, of the total jModuco of 800 acres of

newly cleared land, for the yenr 1858, with th( jr-iees which he has

attached, and which are not, as nitay be <leenied, excep'.ional.

Mr. French says ;
— •' r[)on these 800 acres tliere were raised:

5720 bushels of wheat, at $1 per bushel $5720 00

2910 " oats, at 40 cents per bushel 1 106 40

Carried forward , *08y2 40
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Brought forward $6892 40

149 bushels of barley, at 50 cents per bushel 74 60

168 " Indian corn, at $1 per bushel 168 00

16799 " potatoes at 10 cents per bushel 6718 30

C350 " turnips at 10 cents per bushel 635 00

87 tons of hny, at 5 dollars per ton 435 00

260 tons of straw, at 4 dollars per ton 1040 00

4012 lbs. of sugar, at 10 cents per lb 401 20

108 barrels of potash, at 24 dollars per barrel 2522 00

9159 bushel of ashes, at 8 cents per bushel 739 92

Making a total of $19626 32

And showing the average value of each acre to be something over

twenty-four dollars sixty cents, or £5 sterling for one year," an amo. - v

far above Mr. Caird's representation of the Illinois prairies. For three

of the above articles, vi/,., potatoes, hay, and straw, a market couid not

be found on a prairie farm ; and three other articles, potash, ashes, and

sugar, could not lie produced. Mr. French has omitted to give credit

for the limber u§ed in their houses and sheds, or sold to timber mer-

chants.

Let old-country farmers carefully compare these two statements, and

remembei also that they are lilvcly to have good health in Canada, good

water, and plenty of it, and no necessity of Artesian wells 127 feet deep

;

good apples and pears and small fruit, and vegetables of every kind in

abundance, good markets for every thing they grow, good timber for

their houses and fences and iires, and a good Government *hat provides

handsomely for the education of their families—even much better than

in the rnited States ; and if they will be guided by the honest opinion of

a man of twenty-five years' experience in Canada as an agriculturist,

they will pause before they ]irefer the prairies of Central Illinois to the

woods of Canada, The woods modify the heat of summer and cold of

wii'.ter, whilst tlic prairies of Iliiuois are subject to terrific winds and

storms and snow in winter, and often most dreadful and devastating fires

—and the ever-falling'' leaves of our woods are ever depositing a rich

compost, far sujjerior to that of the long thin prairie grass. There ia

still another very important consideration regarding these level prairie

lands, that is, tliat many of them cannot ho settled on till drained of the

sour and unwholesome surface water; and, from the nature of the coun-

try, draining is a very (>xpensive operation, and not unfrequently entirely

impracticable. Deej) perniaiuMit springs are often very dillicult to find,

and there is nnich sutlering both by man and beast for want of really

gof)d pure water.

To corroborate what I have said, with regard to the deficiency of the

yield of wheat, and other crops in the T'niled States, I give below a quo-

tation from a very late and very clever publication by John Jay, being

"A Statistical View of American Agriculture, its Home Resources and
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Foreign Markets, &c., in an address delivered at Now York before the

American Geographical and Statistical Society, on the Organization of

the Agricultural Section," New York, 1S")9. •' The average number of

bushels of wheat to the acre in Alabama and Georgia is five ; in North

Carolina, Virginia, and Tennessee, seven
; ranging ujjwards in the other

States until it reaches twelve m New York, Oiii >, and Indiana; thirteen

in Maryland and Vermont; fourteen in Iowa and AVisconsin ; fifteen in

Florida, Pennsylvania, and Texas ; and sixteen (the highest average) in

Massachusetts. Oats range from ten bushels to the acre through various

intermediate gradations, to thirty. five and thirty six bushels, whidi is the

highest." The Journal of the Highland Society of Scotland thus

observes :
" If the above statement, as given by Mr. Jay, be correct,

the state of farming in many parts of Amorici- must be indeed in a

wretched condition—the American maximum corresponds to our mini-

mum;" adding, however, the following, which appears to be only too true

with regard to late years, but reports of this year's croj) indicate that

the evil is not progressing. "We believe,'' says the Journal, "that

the wheat crop has recently suffered much from the iijcreascd ravages of

insects, and from various diseases to which it seems to be becoming more

and more subject."

Since the above was written, ihe prosjiects of t)ie wheat crop in the

United States this year appear to be more promising than usual, and in

Canada there is every prospect of a very handsome return. From all

rpiarters of Canada West, reports have Ijeeu sent to this oflice of

expected large crops of wheat, say from thirty to forty bushels jter acre;

and of spring grain most abundant supplies, including that of Indian

corn : and corroborative of what I have staled, with regard to the yield

of this grain in Illinois not exceeding forty bushels per acre, I again

quote Mr. Jay's statements, as given by the same journal :
" Commenc

ing," he says, "at eleven bushels per acre, the returns of produce of

Indian corn range tV.rough various gradations in the diU'erent States, up

to thirty-two in Vermont and Iowa; thirty-three in Missouri; thirty six

in Ohio, and forty in Connecticut.'' This last is the highest return

given.

I am, dear Sir, yours, with respect,

WILLIAM IILTTON,
Secretary to Bureau of Agriculture.

Toronto, July 22, 1859.

GENERAL DIRECTIONS TO INTENDING EMIGRANTS.

The Class who snorLn Emighatk.— Practical farmers, agricultural

labourers, male, and fenmlo servants, boys and pirls over 15 years of age.

Those possessing small capitiils niiiy rent or purchase farms with some little

improvements on reasonable terms. Literary persons and governesses without

capital, clerks, shopmen, or persons liaving no particular trade or calling and
unaccustomed to manual labour should on no account be persuaded to emi-

grate, for to this class the country offers no encouragement at present.
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Time to Emiohatk.—It is of the greatest importance to the emigrant
that he should arrive in the country iit as early a period of the year as pos-

sible. Those who sail in the months of April and May, may expect to ar-

rive in time for the sprinj; and juninicr work, and to obtain the higher rate

of wages, which are usually given hy the farmers during harvest time.

Best Mode of Reaoiiixo Canada,— First class steamers leave Liver-

pool, Londonderry, and Glasgow weekly, from April to November, direct

for Quebec, and for Montreal, viu Portland, from November to April. Tak-
ing into consideration the time occupied by sailing vesi-els, and the increased

risk of life and sickness stcamem should always be preferred.

LuaaAOE.—Should bo in compact handy packages, distinctly marked
with the owner's name and destination.

Tools.—Agricultural labourers need not bring out implements of hus-
bandry, as these can be easily procuretl in the country. Artizans are re-

commended to ta'te only such tools as they may possess. But both classes

must bear in mind that there is no difficulty in procuring any ordinary tools

in the principal towns en advantageous terms, and that it is more desirable

to have the means of purcliasing what they want after reaching their desti-

nation, than to be eiicuuibered with a liirjio quantity of luggage during the

journey into the interior.

Ci-oTHiNO.—Woollen clothing and all descriptions of bedding, wearing
apparel, flannels, blankets, &o., are much cheaper in England than in Ca-
nada, and wherever it is pnieticuhlo tlie emigrant should lay in a good
stock of clothing before IcMvinu- Ii'une.

Mo.NEY.—The best mode of taking money is in sovereigns, or by a let-

ter of credit on some established bank. Emigrants possessing capital, say

from £200 to £500., are advised to buy or rent a farm (with the option of

purchase if possible,) with some little improvement upon it instead of going

into the bush at once, or if inclined they might work for wages the fii-st year,

by which means they will become ac((niiinted with the country and have
time to look about them before making tlieir iinal choice.

On AuRivixii IN Canada the emigrant should at once apply to the

Government Emigration Officers, whose duty it is to afford him every infor-

mation and advice; and ho should avoid listening to the opinions of inter-

ested and designing characters, who thrust their advice upon him un-

solicited.

Emigrants who liave settled destinations should remain about the city

as short a time as possible after arrival. Farm labourei-s should proceed
at once into the agrieultural distriets. where tlioy will lie certain of meeting
with employment suital)le to their habits. Tiie Chief Agent will consider

such persons as may loiter about the ports of landing to have no furthor

claims on the protection of Her Majesty's Agents, unless they have been
detained by sickness or some other sufficient cause.

Those desirous of obtaining employment will find it to their ailvantago

to accept the first oH'er, even if the wages should be less than they had beeu
led to expect, as until they become ac(|uaiiiteil with the coutitry their ser-

vices arc of comparatively small value to their employers. Persons seeking

situations as clerks, shopmen, Sic:., (for whom there exists little or no de-

mand,) and mechanics who exiierienee ditliculty in obtaining employment in

their respective trades, should accept the first offer that presents itself

sooner than re-min idle.

CAUTION

:

—Emigrants liarbuj no fixed deatination should not t'lkc

passage bcijond Quebec.

A. t lU'CllANAN,

Government Emdjuation Office, Auent,
Quebec, February, 1802.
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APPENDIX.

REPORT OF THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
FOR THE YEAR 1861.

Mat it Plfasb Your Excbllrnot :

The undersigDed in conformity with the 6th section of 22 Vic, cap. 82 baa
the honour to submit his annual Report, for the information of Her Majesty's
Qovernment.
The encouragement of Immigration forms a most important branch of the

duties of the Minister and is one to which the especial uud most earnest efForti

of the Department have beon directed.

Frequent representations have been made of the great difficulties in pro-

onring accurate information and statistics relating to Canida, experienced by
intending emigrants, many many of whom would probably moke Canada
their home, were her vast resources and the advantages and iaducements
which she holds out, more widly advertised and proclaimed.
With the view of testing this question, and of enabling Canada to compete

more favorably with other British Colonies and the United States, for the ad-
vantages attendant upon the settlement of certain classes of emigruuts among
us, additional agents have be(!n temporarily appointed to represent the emi-
gration branch of this Department in the north and south of Ireland and wei*
tern Europe, respectively.

Qreat care his been taken to impress upon the emigrant agents abroad, th«

importance of their mi-oion, and thu fact, that certain cl:is!)es only of emigrants
are sought for, or desired by the Province. The following extract from the
" Letter of Instructions," issued to them by the Minister of Agriculture, re-

lates to this subject

:

"In conveying information respecting this country, you will of course rea-

dily understand the necessity of great caution and entire truthfulness in any
statement you make, in order that the Government may not be involved by
representations in any respect fallacious, nor the emigrant; or public abroad
be in any way misled. In addition to the authorized documents whicii you
take with you, you will be supplied from this Department with such informa-

tion bearing on the subject of your mission as yon may, from time to time,

apply for, or as it may be considered desirable to send you. These commuui-
oations and your experience and long acquaintance with this country will en-

able you, at all times to give such information as shall be really accurate, re-

specting our mines, forests, fisheries, aguriculture, and the Colony generally.
" You will constantly bear in mind that a ])romis(!uou8 immigration is

neither desirable nor sought for: Cannd i, at present, does not, and fur the

coming year most probably, will not offur any large field for unskilled labor,

since there are no large public works, nor railway extensions in progress. At
the same time skilled agricultural labourers can always find ready employ-

A
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ment, and female domestic Bervants are always sure of good wages and eer«

tain employment.
"The cliiBs of people to whom, especially, Canada offers a desirable home,

comprises those who on tlieir arrival here are prepared to enter on the Public
Lands as settlers.

" The Provincial Government, ns you are aware, has recently opened new
roads in Upper Canada and in Lower Canada, and has laid out for settlement

and authorised free grants (not exceeding 100 acres in each case) of the lands
through which these roods pass. These free grants are, however, more advan-
tageous to those acquainted with the climate and country than to the poorest
class of emigrants, and those just arrived in the country.

" Tou will ascertain at the Crown Lands Office the exact position of those

free grants cow available, and explain fully to persons seeking information

the advantages and disadvantages attendant upon their settlement."

The exertions of Emigration Agents must not, however, be confined to the

vast fields of Europe, but it is advisable that they should also be directed to

different localities in the United States, where former inhabitants of Canada
may be found in small communities. Preliminary action has already been
taken in this matter, by circulating amongst them in their own language,

accurate information as to the advnntag<;B which Canada offers to the in-

dustry, labour, and perseverance of the Colonists.

The task of collecting and disspminating iuforniation likely to be of use
to intending emigrants, has been vigorously pursued by the Department.
The circular to the Reeves of the townships of Upper Cannda and to the
Municipal authorities in the Lower Province, making enquiries relative to

the number and classes of emigrants sought for in each different locality,

and seeking iuformuiion as to the prices at which "cleared" farms can be
purchased or rented, Ac, has been re issued, and the result compiled and
published in a tubular form, circulated largely for the information of emigrants.

In addition to the above, another circular, enclosing a series of queslione

relative to the qunntity and quality of land for sale, statistics and prospects

of the settlers, how many aie immigrants, Ac, nationality, whether any
improved farms are for sale or to be let, demand for labour, and general
suggestions, has been issued by this Department to the various Crown Land
Agents throughout the Province. The infoimntion contained in the answer
received to these questions has been condensed and embodied in a pamphlet
issued from the Emigration Office by Mr, Buchanan, and extensively circu-

lated, in tlie Englif^h, French, and German languages.

In conclusion the undersigned alludes with the deepest regret to the loss

which this department has sustained in the decease, during the past year,

of Mr. W. Huttou, for many years the active Secretary of the Bureau.

The whole humbly submitted.

N. F. BELLEAU.
Minister of Agricvltw.

BUBEAU OF AoaiCULTURE, EmIQBATION AND STATISTICS
\

Quebec, April, 1862. \

REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE
TO WHOM WAS REFERRED

The Annual Beport of the Chief Emigrant Agent, Quebee.

This Report contains a vast amount of nseful information and many
valuable suggestions. Some of these, however, had bceu anticipated bv the
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HlniBter of Ag^'icultore and the Crown Land OoromisBloner—snch as the
publication of the new Ouvernment Map, showing the free grants, and the
exact position of the lands offered nu sale en block ; the appointment of

Emigration Agents at Liverpool, in Germany and Norway ; the new system
of field notes (a specimen of^ which will be found in this work) ; the intention

6f the Crown Land Commissioner to establish a lithographic establiEihment in

connection with his office ; the translation of the new OoTernment pamphlet
on Emigration into German and Norwegian, for distribution in those countries.

The following table (page 198) shows in a tabular form the statistics of
population, and area in square miles, of countries to which Eviropean emigra-
tion is chiefly directed.

" The natural attractions or laws under which such a distribution has been
steadily going forward of late years, may be classed under these eight heads,
tie: of a kindred race ; of gold; of cheap or free land ; of higher wages; of
climate; of cheap and cuuvunient acoess; of a familiar language and free

Institution B."

COUNTRY. Date
of Statistics.

Canada West
Canada Ea^t
New Brunswick
Nova Scotia
Prince Edward
Newfoundland
North-West
Vancouver's Inland

British Columbia

Cape Colony

Australia :

—

N.^S. Wales
S. Australia

W. Australia

Victoria

Tasmniiia

New Zealand

South American States,
)

including Brazil y

United States

Estimate, 1860

Population.

1860

1,409,428

1,130,781

200.UOO
800,000
62,348
120,000

11,463

285,279

810,000
110.000
15.000

600,()u0

84,000

60,000

19,846,000

23,191,876

Square M.

147,832
201 980
27,700

18,746

2,134

77,t)00

180,000

16,100

213,500

118,266

636,000
620,000

1,040,000

162.0(10

28,600

97,000

6,863,000

3,306,834*

Average
Population

to Sq. Mile.

n
I*

16

29

2i

I
i

3

8

2

Si

* This is a prodiftious turritory, but the Briiiiiii possussions in North America far

exceed this.

The oxnet amount, according to Alison, is 4,ini),fi,S0 s(|imvi> ccoftraphiral niilrs, and the
water in Biiti>h Americ.'i is :W(),Olift ^qirirc niiles— th<! whole tci-r-'stiial jrlohe embrace
about 37 0(1(1,(1(10 square miles. NO that Hi-itisii .Vmeriea roiitniiis nearly a niiitli pnrtof
the whdle terrestri'il sui-lace of tin- (ilolh'— the iinmher of aore-i is 2,(1 iO.UVJ, 200. .-Misnii

remarks that a vf^ry larjie portion is poilKi|)s doomed to eveilasUnir st-riliiv, owinu to
the severity of the cliuiate, such is no (louli*. the vasp; but it ^hould he reeolleeted that
as the country liecmies cleared up the eliniate iiiii)rovP8. and there arc at present
twenty or thirty millions of aeres, to the i>uccc^s^ul cultivation of which the climate
prc^ents no insuperable \)arrier.

In 1861, England had S32, Wales 136, Scotland 93, the Islands 803, to a square mile.



Tho Committoe cannot omit to mention the neglect of ateerngo accommoda-
tion and pi icon on board ocean Hteamers.

" Tlie Cima<lian Line," the Report pioceuds to say, " secured as it now is

for a term of y(<ar4 of a large anunal siibsidy from tlio Provinoial cliest, could

not in any way beit«r prove ilself worthy of that subsidy, than by putting

down its steerage rates to tbe same figure with tliu Nuw Yoric lines. It is in

evidence tliat thu Inman line and the Qalway line cliargo but five guineas for

a Bteerngc passage, wliile our line charges seven guiuemi This ditTerence of

ten dollars nnd a hair per heal, to a mnn of fimily with small means, must
operate injuriously against our route

" It ought also to be made by this Government, in the opinion of your
Conimitlet!, an additional ground of objection, to the unfair competition

imposed on our lino by the imperial subsidy to the Cunard and Galway lines

running to New-York, that these subsidies enable them to diminish their rates

ofstecrnge passage, thus enhancing thn cost, and diminish! ag the number of
British emigrants into these British provinces.

"'ilie Committee report their decided opinion that 'German ami Norwegian
eettlmcnts should be encourged and multiplied from Qaspd, to Lake Huron, as

nuoler of future strenf^th.'

" The Committee bear cheerful testimony to the con'«piciious ability of Mr.
Buchanan, the chief emigration agent for Canada. They consider PRREoaciiRAP
CULTIVABLE LAND as the greatest attraction to the settler, and upon this ground
they recommend more intitnate relations between the Emigration and Crown
Land Departments.

" The Committee remark strongly upon the 8ubjt>ot of absentees' lands, of

which there are in Upper Canada alone 3,481,800 acres \ t

" The retention, in a worse than mortmain clutch, of such an immense mian-
tity of tlie productive soil of Upper Canada—exclusive of the Canada Com-
pany's Territory—must exercise a highly unfavourable in.luence on emigrant
settlement. These blocks of unused, unsold, untenanted waste, act as barriers

against all improvement, hinder the making of roads, diminish tho nurabar of

schools, and devolve the burden of taxation unfairly on the actual settler.

The high prices at which they arc held drive many thousands of men into the

United States, while, when they are sold, the unfortunate stranger is fre-

quently unaware that he is buyitjg two, three, or four years' taxes, in addition

to the land. Some alteration of the p.ssessment law, enabling the municipali-

ties to enforce thu' payment of taxes on such land^ annually or biennially, and
such other remedial legislation a<4 the House might in its wisdom devise, ought
to be applied to this enormous evil."

" The Committee among their formal recommendations concur, on the ad-

vice of Messrs. Buchanan and Hutton, in o)>inion "that an untransferable land

scrip, ' good for fifty acres of public land iu any part of the province of Can-
ada,' Khould be issued through these provincial agents abroad, to intending

actual settlers, on certain conditions to be fulfiled within a specified time, and
that simular precautions to those taken by saving banks, be taken bv the

agents to protect the province and the individual from imposition and loss.

The adjoining fifty acres lo those which the scrip would cover, to be also re-

served for a limited time, that the settler may have a fair opertunity of ac-

quiring it by purchase."

h

1 1I

HASTINGS ROAD.
Hastings Road Aornot, )

Madoc, 2Dd January, 1862.
)

Sir,—Herewith I beg to send my Annual Report, phowing the position of

lots on the Road under my charge at the close of the year 1861.

The number of new settlers located during 1861, is 88, of whim 12 were

natives of England, 84 of Ireland, 3 of Scotland, 80 of Canada, 6 of Germany,

and 4 of the United States.

The locations of 1861 exceed those of 1860 by 32.
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Nova Scotin 1

New nriinswick 1

OiKiicv 8

UuiU'd Stutes 9

877

n procesa of clearing nt the close of

The

The total number of netllers in posacMion of lote i* 877, and their natiouol

origin is n» follows:

—

England B4
Irdand 167

ScoMniul 41

Onnada 74
Qninnny 26

Franco 2

Tlie number of acres cleared, and
1861, was 8641, showing an increase of 960 acres during thu year.

number of acres under crop and pasture in 1861 was 2,681.

The following table shows the crops and other industrial products of the

free graut settlers during 1861 :

—

Spring Wheat 10,200 Bushels. |0 80
Fall Wheat 228 '

'"

Oafs 10,^45

Pens 1,388

Barley 200
Rye 203
Potatoes 29,260

Hay, (Timothy) 469
Hay, (Marsh) 88
Turnips 29,120 Bushels.

Mapio Sugar 1,427 Pouuds.
Mnplo Molasses 400 Gallons.

Pota-h 119 Barrels.

Shingles" 32(i M.
Sawn Lumber 300 M. feet

Potash Bat rels 200
Straw 1,000 Tonf>.

Deer killetl, say 220
Furs, estimated at 1,600 Gi<

Fish, 'ken in Lakes aud Uiverp, say . 400 00
Garden Produce, say 600 00

Tons.

BATB.
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It IB now nearly eix years sinoA the Hastinga Road was first opened for

Bettlement. The soil and climate have tlierefore been fully and fairly tcst«4.

The mam outline of facts may be thus briefly stated. Some three hundred
poor men with seldom any means beyond their ability to labour have settled

upon these lands, previously n wilderness, and in five years have accumulated
round them the real wealth and property represented in tlie above tables,

besides supporting themselves and their families during that period.

A very low estimate of the value of permanent improvements, and farm
implemente owned on the road, gives f406 as the average value of each

settler's property. This result must be considered liighly satisfactory, when
it is borne in mind that many of the most successful settlers entered upon
their lands only so few years ago with little or no capital.

Fanning mills and threshing machines have been introduced very genarally,

and most of the older settlers have a good supply of farming tools and
implements.
We are indebted to the Post Office Department for a very liberal exten-

sion of postal accommodation, there being now four offices along the road :

one nt Mill Bridge, 17 miles ; one at Olanmire, 24 miles ; one at York River,

48 miles ; and one at the intersection of the Brauch Roads Tara, 12 miles

from Madoc.
The same freedom from diueaee and urime, which marked (he earlier years

of the settlement, has, I am happy to say, continued during 1861.

(Signed) M. P. HAYES,
Agent, Hastings Road.

Honorable P. M. Yankoughnet, )

Oommissioner of Grown Lands.
)

FREE GRAIVTIS!
The Provincial Government have recently opened Seven Great Lines of

Road in Upper Canada, and Five in Lower Canada, and laid out for settlement

the lands through which these ro.ids pass.

The roads in Upper Canada are sty.ed :

—

1st. The Ottawa and Opkonoo Road.—This road runs East and West, and
will eventually be 171 miles in length, nnJ connect the Ottawa River with

Lake Huron ; about 62 miles are now finished, and 236 settlers already located

thereon. Resident Agent, T. P. Fbenoh, Clontorf, Township of Sebastopol.

2nd. Addinoton Road, running North and South, CI 'liles long, and start-

ing from the settlements in the County of Addiugton, until it intersects the

Opeongo Road; the number of settlers on this road is 178. Resident Agent,
E. Peery. Tnmworth.

8rd. The Hastings Road, running nearly parallel to the Adington Rord,
68 miles long, and connecting the County of Hastings with the Ottawa and
Opeongo Road ; there are 30(5 settlers on this road. Resident Agent, M. P.

Hates, Village of Madoc.

4th. The Boucavoeon Road, running from Bobcaygeon, between the counties

Peterborough and Victoria, north, and intended to be continued to Lake
Nipissing; 36 miles are already completed, and there are 168 settlers on the

line; tha number of the family of each settler on the above roads averagep
about four. Resident Agent, R. Hughes, Bobcaygeon,

6tb. The Frontenao and Madawaska Road, of which 38 miles are com-
pleted. Resident Agent, J. Spike, Harrowsmith.

6th. The Muskoka Road, of which 21 miles are completed ; this road runs
from the head of the navigation of Lake Ooiicbiching to the Grand Falls of
Muskoka, where it will intersect the road called Peterson's Line, whioh wiH
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eventually meet the Ottawa and Opeongo Road now gradually opening west-
wardly, and by it the intending settler, arriving at Toronto, can, in one day's
journey from that city, reach the very centre of the country. Kesident Agent,
K. J. Oliver, Orillia.

'/tb. The Sadlt Sib. Mabib Road, intended to run from Sault Ste. Marie
to Goulaia Bay, and of whiuh four miles are already completed.

The Five Roads in Lower Osuada are :

—

The Elgin Road in the county of L'Isiet, about 35 miles long, from St.

Je^, Port Joly, to the Provincial line. Resident Agent, S. Dbafbad, St. Jean,
Po^tJoly.

The Matanb and Gap Chat.

The Taohb Road, from Bucklatid, in the County of Bellechasse, to the
Kempt Road, in Rimouski—about 200 miles.

The Tkhisoouata Road, from River du Loup to Lake Temiscouata; and
The Kempt Road, from Metis to Restigouche.

In order to facilitate the settlement of these parts of Canada the OoTera-
ment has authorised Fbke (^bants of Land along these roads, not exceeding,

ifi each case, 100 acres, and obtainable upon the following conditions :—
Ifit. That the Settler be Eighteen years of age ; 2nd. That he take posses*

dion of the land allotted to him within one month; 3rd. That he put into a
state of cultivation 12 acres of land in the course of four years ; 4th. That he
build a log-house, 20 by 16 feet, and reside on the lot until the foregoing con-

ditions are fulfilled-

Families may reside on a single lot, and the several members having land

allotted to them will be exempt from building and residence upon each indi-

vidual lot. The non-fulfilment of these conditions will cause the immediate
loss of the land, which will be sold or given to another. The lands thus
opened up, and gratuitously offered by the Government for settlement, are

cbiefly of excellent quality, and well adapted, in respect of soil and climate,

to all the purposes of husbandry.

All Emigrants requiring information as to the best routes and cheapest rates

of conveyance, to any of the above Districts, should apply to the under-
mentioned agents, who will also direct those in want of employment to

places where they will be most likely to obtain it

QUEBEC A. 0. BUCHANAN, Ckief Agent.
MONTREAL J. H. DALEY.
OTTAWA W. J. WILLS.
TORONTO A. B. HAWKE, Chief Agent for 0. W.
HAMILTON WILLIAM GILLESPY.
KINGSTON JAMES MoPHERSON.

NoTiOB.—Emigrants arriving at vjuebec, holding Through tickets for their

inland transport, and desiring to obtiiin iuforniation, may delay their journey
for that purpose, as the Railway or Steamboat Company to whom they are

addressed will take charge of their luggage until they are ready to proceed.

A. C. BUCHANAN,
QovsaNHENT EMiQBAnoN OFFICE, ) Chief AgetU,

Quebec, August, 1861.
)
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NOTICE TO EMIGRANTS!

ElldilGRANTS desirous of purchasing any of the

Crown Lands in Upper or Lower Canada, may
obtain the fullest information as to the Price and

Quality of the Lands for sale in their respective

Counties by applying to the undermentioned

Agents.

Prices of Lands range from Twenty Gents to

One Dollar Per Acre,

SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING REGULATIONS:

One-fifth of the Purohase Money to be paid down, and the remainder in four

annual equal inatalments, with intert>at ; no Patent, in any case, (even though

the Land be paid for in full at the time of purchase), shall issue for any sueh

land to any person who shall not by himself, or the person or persons under

vhom he claims, have taken possession of such land within six naonths from

the time of the sale, and shall from that time continuously have been a bona-

fide occupant of, and reaiJ"nt rr., the land for at least two years, and have

cleared and rendered ht for cultivation and had under crop, within four years

at farthest from the time of the sale of the land, a quantity thereof, in the pro-

portion of at least ten acres to every one hundred acres ; and have erected

thereon a house, habitable, and of the dimensions at least of sixteen by twenty

feet. The purchaser may cut and sell from his lot whatever timber he thinks

proper, and apply the value of it in payment of the purchase money due by

him.
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Seventy Cents Cash—or, One Dollar if paid
by instalments as above.
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DEPARTMENT OF CROWN LANDS.
FISHERIES BRANCH.

Quebec, 22nd May, 1861.

THE followiDg Regulation, in ameodment to the existing Fishety Regula-
tion for Lower Oanada, has been adopted by the Ouvernor Qeneral in

Oounoil, pursuant to certain provisions of the Statute 22Dd Vic. Can. 62.

"The receipt, gift, purshaEe, sale, or possession uf any fish htid in contra-

vention of these Regulations, shall be punishable according to Law ; that all

fish taken in contravention of the said Act and of these or any other Regula-
tions made cr to be made thcrpunder ; and all nets, materials and other

apparatus in whose possession the said fish, nets, materials and other apparatus
may be found, shall be forfeited to her Majesty ; nnd the fishing or t.akinv of

fish in contravention of this Act or of the Hegnlations aforesaid, shall be
deemed and taken as a separate and distinct offence on each and every day on

which the same shall take place."

P. M. VANKOUGHNET,
CommisHioner.

DEPARTMENT OF CROWN LANDS.

NOTICE is hereby given that the Lauds in the Townships of Rose and
Lefroy, Patton, Tbumpson, Esten, Spragge, and Salter, situated on the

North Shore of Lake Huron (east of the Bruce Mines) will be open for sale,

upon the usual condition of actual settlement thereon, on and after the

FiKTEENTH day of May next, upon opplication to Joseph Wilson, Esq., Crown
Land Agent, at Sault Ste. Marie.

Price, Twenty Cents an acre—one-flfth to be paid down, and the remainder
in four equal annual instalments, with interest.

ANDREW RUSSELL,
Qiuhee,\bth March, \M\. Assistant Cmnmisgioner.

GENERAL NOTICE.
SALMON FISHERIES OF LOWER CANADA.

The following are the names of Rivers still open to proposals for leasing:—
The Rivers Esquimaux, Ste. Augustine, Little Mecatiuna, Etamanni, Oloman-
oshsleboo, Washeecootai, Musquam, Kegashka, Nataahgulan, Little Waths-
cheeshoo. Great Wathsheesboo, ilomaine, Miugan, Maniton, St. Johns, Magpie,

Jupitagan, Ste. Marguerite, Calumet, Trinity, Beescie, Mistassinni, Dersimis,

Nipimswecawnau, Pontneuf, Escoumain, Murray, Du Gouffre, Ste. Ann, Trois

Saumon, Quelle, M^tis, Matanne, Ste. Anne, Mont Louis, Magdclaine, Bona-

Tenture, Little Cascapedia, Grand Cascapedia, and Matapedia.

Applications should be addressed to the Fisheries Branch of the Department
Grown Lands, Quebec.

THE TIMBER RESOURCES OF CANADA.

The principal descriptions of Timber found in the forests of Canada are :

—

White, Yellow, and Red Pine; White and Black Spruce; Tamarac; White,

Rim, and Black Ash ; Grey, Red, Soft and Rock Elm ; Bird's Eye, White, and

Red 0.tk; Bird's Eye, Curlv, and Soft Maple; Black and Grey Walnut;
Smooth and Rough Bark Hickory ; Ironwood; Red Wild Cherry; Basswood;
Beech ; Red and White Cedar ; Hemlock, Fir, Poplar, Chesnut, Buttonwood,

and Whitewood.
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For furniture and ornam^ninl purposes the luxuriant beauties of our
Orotched, Wavy, and Mottled Black Walnut are well known, both here and ia

Europe; also the beauties of our Bird's Eye and Ourly Maples, as well as of

our Curly Birch, Crotched White Ook, and Red Wild Cherry. The superior

qualities of our White, Red, and Yellow Pine are fully acknowledged in th«
markets of Europe. Our Ouks, EInie, andTamarac rank hieh for ship building

and general purposes ; in fact, all our woods are susceptible of being utilized

in the arts and mnnufWeturee.

Canada exports annually about 80,000,000 oubio feet of Timber in a rtousfh

state, and noout 400,000,000 feet, broad measure, of sawed Lumber. Tm
revenue derived by the Province during the year 186U for Timber cut in the
pablio Forests, amounted to about 600,000 dollars, or £126>,000 currency.

ADVANTAGES OF THE TIMBER RESOURCES OP CANADA TO
EMIGRANTS AND SELTLBR8.

The emigrant will have on his own lot an unlimited supply of the best fuel

;

the timber necespary for bis house, out-buildings, and all kind^ of fitrming

implements and household articles, usually mude of wood ; moreover, h6
obtains this supply in the process of clearing his lot. The Government
conditions of sale allow him to cut and sell from his lot whatever timber he
thinks proper, and apply the value of it In payment of the puicbase money
due by him. Thus the settler can pay for his lot with the crop planted by
nature on it. As mentioned elsewhere, even in burning the timber which he
does not sell, the ashes can be converted into Potash, which will met-t a ready
sale at from £7 to £9 currency per barrel.

TIMBER LICENSES.
Woods ant> Foamm.

Notice is hereby given that purchasers of public lands (not under license)

being actual settlers, with certain improvemeiita, can obtain licinse from the

respective Crown limd, or Crown timber agents, to cut and dispose of the

timber growing on the lots purchased by them (provided the value of the

timber cut and so disposed of is applied in payment of the purchase money
due the Crown,) on their complying with the conditions r.entiuned below.

IMPROVEMENTS REQUIRED.

A dwelling house of not ]e^B than sixteen by twenty feet. At lenst five

acres of every hundred acres, cleared and pnt under crop, or made ready for

putting under crop.

CONDITIONS OF OCCUPATION, Ac.

Actual residt^nce on the lot at least six months, immediately previous to the

date of applicHtion for license, and continuing to rceide on the lot, and to

clear and put under crop nnmmlly the number of sicres speeifii>d in the condi>

tions of purcliase from the Crown, (if those conditions have not been ah'eady
fulfilleil) or in any case the lot was sold not siibjecl to seitlement duties, con-

tinuing to clear and put under crop annually at least two acres for every
hundred acres.

MODE OF OBTAINING LICENSE, &c.

Sending to, or fyling with, the Crown Timber Agent, when applieation is

made to tliut Ofticer, the ceriifici«te of purchase of tlie lot from the CroWn
Land Agent, or cxhibitiiug to the Agent the oiigiual receipt given on the sale
of the lot.
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Making applioation for litienst tind«r the badd «f tfae purchaser, nr of Lis
recognized nseignee, in the printed form, No. 1R B, accompanied by su affidavife

of the truth of the facts stated in paid application ; or by the certificate of
the actual settlers residing in the locality, or by the certificate of ii clergy-

man, or of the township ai>8esRnr, (or valuator,) or of the township cleric,

(or secretary-treasurer,) or of an authorised forest ranger, or of a Provinoial

Land Surveyor, confirming the troth of the facts.

Traosmittiog Trith the application (he eutn of four dolhirB for the licenM.

RETURN OF TIMBER CUT, Ac.

Every licentiate must furnitih to the local Grown Timber Agent, on or before
the 81st day of May, in each year, a sworn statement in the printed form,

No. i8, £ of the quantity, description and value of the timber cut, together
^1111 the other information required by the said form, and pay or cause to be
paid to the Commissioner of Crown Lands, or to his authorized agent the
value of said timber. In case the value is not paid, or that the other condi-

tions required are not complied with, the timber cut will bo seized as if cut in

trespass.

To facilitate the carrying out of the present regulation, printed forms will be
furnished forthwith to the Crown land agents. Crown timber agents, post-

masters, and custom officers, throughout the Provincac, also to all township
assessors, (or valuators) and township clerks, or (secretary treasurers.)

All timber cut without the authority of license on lots sold, will be subject

to seizuiv; and confiscation,

P. M. VANKOUGHNBT,
Commiisioner of Crown Landt.

%sm
MINING LOCATIONS—PUBLIC NOTICE.

CuowN Land Department,

Qtubee \5th March, 1881,

HIS ExoKtLKNOt THE QotxsNOft Gici>rxRAt, by Order in Council, has been
plenaed to direct:

—

let—That for mining purposes, tracts comprising not more than four hun-
dred acres each, be grauted to parties applying for the same, at the rate of one
dollar per acre, to be paid in full on the sale, the applicant furnishing a plan
and deocnptiori of the locality to this Department, and on condition that such
Mineral locution be woiked within one year from the date of said grnnl

;

2nd— I hut no Patent therefor issue uniil two years from the date of the pur*
chase, and then only upon proof that the purrhaaer, or his assignee, has con*

tinued to work said location bona fide fur at least one year previously
;

Srd—That the fee of one hundred dollars for permission to explore now
cbnrifed, be abolished :

4th— That locations be sold to the first applicant agreeing to the terms
specified uboA'e;

That these Regulations shall not apply to Mines of Gold and Silver.

P. M. VANKOUGUNET, CommiMioner.

POSTAL ARRANGEMENIS.
Letters posted in Canada, addressed to any place within the Province, pass,

if pre-paid, for 6 cents per ^oz; but if posted unpaid, such letter-n are

ch irged 7 cents per \ oz.

On letters to Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward's Tslnnd,

the rate is 5 cents the \ oz.—prepayment optional. Ou letters to the Uuited
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States, the rate Is 10 cents the i oz., except Oslirornia and Oregon, to which Ihti

rate is 15 cents the \ oz

The rate on letters to the United Ktugdom is, by Canadian Packet

:

Not exceeding ^ oz 1 2^ cents,
^'

' Exceeding ^ oz, and not exceeding 1 oz 25 "

Aud BO ou, incrensing two rated for every additional ounce ; and by British

(Gudurd) Pn ket, 17 cents per ^ oz„ &c. so. dtc.

Letters lur the United Kingdom must be pre-piid, or they will be charged
a fine of 6d. sterling on delivery.

REGISTRATION CHARGES.
For the registrtition of a letter addressed to any place in British

1^4^ North America, the charge is 2 cents.

For the Registration of a letter to United Kingdom 12^ "
" ' " " United States 6 •

The charge on Books and other printed matter, by Book Post to Englflnd,

is 1 ciiits on packets not exceeding 4 ounces in weiglit; 12^ cents exoeedicg
4 ounces, nnd not exceeding | lb., and 12^ ceuls for each additional | lb.

These charges must be pre-paid.

Newspapers published iu Canada may be sent by post from the office of
publication adare<>sed to an^ place in Canada, at the following rates, if paid
juarterlif in advance, by either the publisher at the post office where the
papei-s are posted, <<r by the subscriber at the delivering post office:

—

For a paper published 6 times a week, 40 ccntJ per quarter.
" •' 8 " 20 " "
« It .^ c< j8 ti It

It •!
J

« Ql II U

When the above rates are not paid in advance by either publisher or sub-
scriber, "uch papers arc charged one cent each on delivery.

TRANSIENT NEWSPAPEPS.
Transient newnpapera—that is to say, Canadian newspapers posted other-

wise than from the office of publication, and American or British papers
posted or re-posted in Canada, must be pre-paid 1 cent each, by postage
stamp, or they cannot be forwarded—except only British newspapers distri-

buted to regular subscribers by Canadian booksellers or news agents—such
papers pass free as they would do if received in the Canadian Packet Mails.

NEWSPAPERS BY MAIL FROM ENGLAND OR UNITED STATES.
Newspapera received from England by the Canadian Packet Mails are

delivered tree.

Newspapers from England by the Cunrrd Packst Hails are charged 2 cents
each on delivery. (This is the American transit charge.)

United States newspapers, brought by mail into Canada, are charged 1 cent

each on delivery.

PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS.
The rate on Periodical Publications is, if not excp<)ding 8 ounces In weight,

1 cent ; t. /er 8 ounces, 4 cents.

If pre-paid by postage ptamps from the office of publication, periodioala

published in Canada, weighing over 8 ounces, may pass for 2 cents each.

CANADIAN BOOK POST.
One cent per ounce, pre-paid by stamp. To any part of the United States,

one cent per ounce, pro-paid, and another cent on delivery at its destination.

MONEY ORDERS.
Money Orders, payable in the Province may be obtained at any office in the

annexeo list, at the following rates :

—

Commission chargeable on Money Orders.

Under and up to $10 5ct8.

Over $10 and net exceeding $30 10 "
«' 20 " " 80 15 "

« 80 " " 40 80 "

N.B.—No half cents to be introduce;

Over |40 and not exceeding |60 45 ota.

« 60 " " 80 «0 "

«• 80 " « 100 78 "

in the Ordera.
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So single Order can bo isbuod for nioro tlinn sStlOO.

Moiioy Orders payable ut any Money Onlor Office in Great Britain and Ire-

laud cun be obtaiiitid at any CHuadian Mont-y Order office. TliesH orders arc
drawn in ntorling, the cointnUBion clinrgoiible thereon being:—

Not exceeding f I ^0.?.!)
j
E.\ci'eding £5 «fe not exceeding £7 i^0.l5

Exceeding £2 A not exceeding £6 60
I

" 7 " '• £10 1.00

No single Order can be drawn for more than £10; but any number ol'

Orders of £10 eaob may be obtained.

BRITISH POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS,
As far aa the;/ npphj to Canada.

BOOK POST TO CANADA. «. <l.

For a packet weighing not more than 4 ounces 3
" " 4 oz. but not exceeding 8 oz 6

•' 8oz. " "
1 lb 10

«' " 1 lb. " '• H lbs 16
" " IJlbs. " " alba 2

And 80 on ; 6d. being charged for every additional half pound or fraction of a
half pound,

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS.
Printed proceedings o! the Imperial Piirliument i^ent without covers, or iu

covers open at the ends, may be sent in the Book Post privilege to all the

Colonies, and to those foreign States between wliich tlierc is a Book Post.

Letters.
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VALUE OF ENGLISH COIN THROUGHOUT CANADA.

m Olio Sovereigu efjual to 1

One Crown "^

One Half-Crown "

One Shilling ..

One Sixpence "

Currency.
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TABLE FOR CALCULATING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
STERLING MONEY AND CURRENCY.

One Pound Sterling equal to One, Found Four iJhillinyn and Fonrpeme
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CANADIAN EMIGEANT HOUSEKEEPER'S GUIDE.

BT MBS. C. P. TBAILL.

160 PAGES.—PRICE, TUREE SHILLINGS,

•' WITH >' '.'

V

im OFnOIAXi MAP OF UPPER CANADA AND NUMBBOUS ILLVSTBATI0N8.

TWO SniLUNQS WIinOUT THE MAP.

^'
' X A demand for another edition of this very useful publication—one

. among several for which the Province ia indebted to Mrs. Traill—affords

the best evidence of the value attached to it. It is indeed a " guide," and a

most useful one, not only to the class for whose information it was speci-

ally intended, but to every Canadian housekeeper in her city, town, or

country home. To the newly arrived emigrant it is invaluable ; the ad-

dresses to husbnnds, wives, daughters, servants, as to their relative duties,

do honour to a Christian lady, and cannot fail, if duly heeded, to encourage,

guide, and instruct. There is scarcely a domestic subject which Mrs.

Traill has considered unworthy of attention and explanation. The orchard,

the garden, the dairy, the pouKry yard, the coolting of game, and fish, aad

meat, the substitutes for tea and coffee which the vorest affords, soap, can-

: die, and beer making, besides the minor luxuries which the " bush " affords

in the shape of sugar, wild fruits, &o., &o., all receive their share of atten-

tion. With ample instruction how to make the most of the many and often

. unheeded blessings which Providence has kindly and libernlly placed in the

daily path and within easy reach of the settler in the " Backwoods of Ca-

nada," whose labours will be easy 'ideed in comparison with those which

i ,/ former generations had to encounter, but in spite of which Canada can offer

thousands of examples of complete success.

The last twenty pages contain information worth the whole cost of the
•''

book,—viz.: the value of English coin throughout Canada,—equivalent

value of dollars and cents, from one cent to one dollar ; table for calculat-

ing difference between sterling money and currency, from one penny to a

thousand pounds ; tables of expenses, income or wsges ; the price of Crown

Lauds in Upper or Lower Canada, where situated and the names and ad-

dress of the Crown Land and Free Grant Agents, the number of acres tor

sale, &c.; a list of all the Free Grant Lands in both Provinces, and the easy

conditions on which they are to be had ; game laws, fisheries and mining

regulations; lists of the various descriptions of timber to bo found in both

Provinces, the advantages of those timber resources to emigrants and set-

tlers, the mode of obtaining timber licenses, the postal arrangements, mo-

ney orders, book post, registration charges, &o., &c., between Canada, the

United States and Great Britain, charges on periodical publications, &c.,

&0.

—

Old Countryman, Toronto, C. W.

ON SALE
AT r. ALOAR'S, CANADIAN NEWS OFFICE, CLBMENT3 LANE, LOMSABD ST.,

LONDON.



THE SETTLEUS

GUIDE TO CANADA.

VUBLISIIKD r,V ArTIIORITV.

T K N T n r: m i t i o n , c o n s : d i: it a ii i, ^ v. \ i, a R a e d .

I'h'ia: .'>s. i'(iST-PA/D. •2-:() PAca^s.

\VITII VARIOUS MAI'S, U.LUSTRATIONS, .<cc.

/•'(///• S/dlliiii/^, icitliout Ojh'iidl Miijy.

This work has rcouivod tlio approval of a Invjje portion of the Canadinn
find ISritish press, as well ns the fiillowiiig gratil'viug tf^tiiiiuiiials, wliich the
Author has been aiitliorised to piililisli :

—
From Fielil-Marsliall Lord Seatoii, fi>rinor!y (iovei iior-General of Ca-

nada, ^vllo wiites, tliat " lie is |)i'rsuaiK'd that it (•cuitaiiis the fullest iiifor-

luatioii intoie>liiijr tn a settler in ('aiiada, ami that a more useful boek for

his guidance could iint have been iiublislied."— Oetubei- L'H-h, 1800.

I''i'oni Sir Framis IJ nd Head. Halt., al^n foruicrlv (i'lvi'rnor-tieneral o*"

Canada. '-The infiuniatiou cunt liiu'd in 3nur ("anadiau Settlei-"s (Juido,

will, 1 think, not only be uxiul to euiigrants. but will demonstrate to them
ilie advantages which, as regards climate, soil, institutions, and society,

they will g.aiti l)y settling in (,'an,ida instead of the United Statis."—
Nuvember 2:'iril, UStJt). 1

FiOiii the Right Hon. Sir Fdniund \V. Head, liart., (iovernor-Oeneral !

of Canada. " This woil: evidently contains avast amount of infomiation
I

for the guid.iuce id' tlmse who are ab.>ut to emigrate, and I tiiink it is cal-

culated to ilo much good, by making known the advantages and resources of
the colotiv.'"— Novemljer I'l, ISlid.

IIi,-> F,xcellency F.ord Viscount Monk writes: "
1 have read with much

interest .Mrs. Traill's Cauailian Settlei's (iuide, which you were good
enough to leave with me a few days since. .My short experience of the
country does not enalde me to form an opinion as to the jrruracii of tiio

infoiin.itioii containeil in the work, but assuming that (Kiint, I know enougii
of emigration to tie able to say that it su).plie> e.\act y the kind of know-
ledge wiiicli an eniigi-ant .arriving in this I'rovince would be ruo^t likely to

re(|uire and as the ()|iinions delivered in the book are the result of practical

experience, tiiey must of course carry the more weight and be more useful
to those for whose lienelit they are intended. Relieve me to be, yours very
faithfully, .Mu.ntk.— (Quebec, Xovemlier 21, ISCJ.

OX SAl/K
AT 1'. Al.dAirS. CANADIAN NE\V.< OEFICE, CLKMi;\T.^ bAMO, bOMKARD ST.,

bUNDO.V,






