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HE section of the county between Berwick and
Nictaux was the last part of the Annapolis and
Cornwallis Vallevs to be settled. In the lattes
part of the eighteenth and the first of the nine
tcenth centuries, this wilderness welcomed a number of
sturdy, courageous immigrants mostly {rom the revolted
New England colonics.  In the log houses that went up

{

in the woods, there lived, on the north side of the An

napolis River, the VanBuskirks, Gouchers, Rea
Randalls, Gateses, FFaleses, Stronaches, Parkers, Bakers,
md others. On the south side of the river, among

VS, Bankses,

others, were the Weltons, Munroes, Spinne
Wards, McKennevs, McGregors, Saunderses, Wilsons,
and others.

re were about

Before 1829, among al
cight or ten who had professed religion. They were
members of the Nictaux Church. DBut their influence
1

was not sufficient to arrest the prevailing worldliness and

careless living of the people who, although not christain
were not infidels. ‘T'hey belicved, so far as that class of

to do, the verities of revelation.  The

':u-up)c arce
men were hard werking and honest, but they made i

use of the Jamaica rum with which the country was well
lied,  ‘T'he sentiment then reigning on both sides o
the Atlantic was dominant in all parts of Nova Scotia.
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classes, an insult was followed by a duel;
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The church clerk says:—*T'he Lord was a wall of fire

about us a

lory in our midst. We also embraced
the articles and covenant of the Baptist Association, and

iret

gave up ourselves to one anotber as brethern in Christ to

valk together in love.”’

T'hat, for this part of the country, was no ordinary ti
1

vent. It filled the minds and thrilled the hearts of the 1

people along the mountain tops and throughout the C

length and breadth of the valleye  Fancey the state of the 2
ountry at that time, the dwellings of the people 1 ‘
their religious condition of that day, and the en 0
into this field of those two zealous, e¢loquent young men. ’.‘
The desert soon gan e blossom as the rose. 2

lidates were bap-

b et

zed, on the 27th seven P
.
itners put

On the 2gth of April at the house of Abraham Spinne

Ebenezer Stronach. Svduey Welton, Henry Saunders,

Thomas
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Graves Parker who alterward entered the ministry and
wrought a great work for the Lord. W. G. Parker the
father of the Rev. J. M. Parker and of Mrs. IX. O. Read,
was a lovely minister and beloved by a host of {riends.
On the 12th of July eight others were baptized, among
them Robert Walker, who subsequently cutered the
ministry and did evangelistic work. Three more followed
Christ in this ordinance on the gth of August. On the
2o0th of September Mr. Marsters baptized six others,
among them, Mary Miller who became the secend wife
of the Rev. Charles Tupper, D. D. On November 15th
two more came into the church by baptism, and on the
25th of the same month three others. On the 20th of
December four more received baptism.  On this day I
M. Saunders, now Rev. E. M. Saunders, D. D. was born.
On the s5th of January 1830, four others were added to
the church by baptism. There were 113 baptized in the
first vear of the existence of the church.

This revival was not confined to this section of the
country. I. E. Bill was equally active on his field
which extended from the shore of the bay to the South
Mountain. His gathering was much larger. In five
yvears two hundred and forty two were added to the
church by baptism. This work of grace extended East
and West. It was known to the old people as *‘the great
reformation,’” and indeed it was a reformation. A notable
era it was for the Baptists of the Maritime Provinces.
During that time Horton Academy was feunded and the
great temperance campaign was undertaken. Among
those who entered into that great work none were morc
enthuiastic and successful than I. E. Bill and Ezckicl
Marsters. This whole section of the country was re
generated. It was a religious-temperance reformation,

But trouble in the midst of all this prosperity made its




appearance. Toward the close of the first year of the
existence of the church, meetings for discipline and 2
council of ministers were held. William Tupper was
called upon to confess to the church and ask its pardon
- pastor and recant his errors in sentiment.
v was, “Iwillnot.””  Iixclusion followed. Other
Some of the members became care
abits—fornication and drunkenness were

their sins.  Iixclusions followed.

On the 19th of February, 1831 Ebenezer Stronach
reccived a license to preach. July 3oth, 1831
Charles Randall wa ismissed to  unite with
Nictaux churel! sth, 1831, delegates were
ippointed  to meet on the gth day of May at
Upper Granville to ordain Nathanel Vidito. Henr

Saunders was ordained July 3rd, 1832, as an cvangelist.

FEdward Manning, Wm. Chipman, I. E. Bill and

Marsters took part in the ordination.

part in the
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Baptist Church at Tremont, Nova Scotia.
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pensions, exclusions and restorations and general con-
fusion followed. It would take a volume to write the
full account of that sad chapter inthe history of the
Aylesford church. Here is the record of a special con-
ference which gives an intimation of the character of
some of their meetings: And through this conference it
may be inferred what the state of things in the commun-
ity was at a time when there were neither railroads nor
newspapers, thus giving ample time to thoroughly dis-
cuss any subject of an exciting character.

At this special conference it is said that ‘‘brother
James Gates and others attended: but they were full of
malignity and raised a tumult, so that we had to shut
down the windows.””  Whether this device was to keep
the noise out or in does not appear.

The confusion continued. In the spring of 1835 Mr.
Marsters accepted a call from the church in Pleasant
River, Queens County. In connection with his with-
drawal, the clerk writes, ‘*May God bless him forever.”
On the 27th of March, 1835, eighteen members were
restored. Shortly after this a Council was called to or-
dain Obediah Saunders. The church, however, accept-
ed the advice of the Council not to proceed with the or-
dination; and Obediah Saunders was never ordained.

In January, 1836, the church met for the purpose of
engaging a pastor. They considered the names Obediah
Saunders, Abraham Stronach and Charles T'upper, but
could not agree upon either of them. Then the name
of Fzekiel Marsters was taken up. He received an
urgent call to return to the church which was accepted.
This naturally kindled anew the smouldering fires and
the old trouble broke out anew. On the 14th of May,
1836, Aaron Cogswell was ordained. He became one of
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the many ministers of the gospel raised up in this sec-
tion of the country,

In 1838 a society was formed to aid in establishing a
mission in Burmah, and $8co0 were contributed for the
mission. Ied chiefly by Dr. Crawley, the denomination
had resolved to begin work in Burmah. Richard E.
Burpee, a young pastor in New Brunswick, had been
engaged to take a course of study at Acadia College,
which had just been established, and each province had
engaged to bear half of his expense, while preparing
for work in the foreign field. The two pounds raised
were devoted to this purpose. Mr. and Mrs. Burpee
did not leave for Burmah until four years after this.
In the meantime the Associations of New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia bore the expense of his education.

In 1838 the pastor’s salary was $370. It was resolved
by the church that at the end of the year any subscrib-
ers who had not paid up their subscription should give
notes of hand for the several unpaid amounts.

In January, 1839, a revival commenced at Upper
Ayvlesford. On the 3rd of that month Edward Harris
and John Chipman Morse were baptised—two voung
men who became useful ministers of the gospel, the
latter of whom continues in his work until this day.
He has told again and again how he first saw the light
in James Morton’s bar-room in Upper Aylesford. This
James Morton kept the inn at that place.  All ministers
enjoyed his hospitality: and when any of them wanted
to preach, he kindly put his bar-room at their disposal.
It was in this room, consecrated to rum and religion,
that the agony of the carpenter, John Chipman Morse,
gave place to the joys of the wonderful salvation.  As

he graphically described the occasion of his passing
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from darkness into light, sins rose all around him, ecast,
west, north and south. On the occasion of the bap-

tism of these two young men, the clerk says “"Elder

Manning preached to a host of people. A decp
solemnity pervade the minds ot the people. The day

was cold ; icy fetters lined the banks of our Jordan:

the earth was clothed with its wintry fleece ; and
flakes of snow quictly descended to beautify the scene.

\ it ; s
The administrator and the congregation moved quietly

down to the banks of the river without confusion o1

timidity. In the living ried and
1]

raised up without a sig

and went

on their way rejoicing.”’

S

In 1839, $21.50 was raised for the Burman Mission.

On the 4th of April, 1841,

to preach the gospe

About the year 1831, Mr. Marsters accepted a
from the church at Quaco, now St. Martins, Ncw Bruns
wick. Inthe spring of 1842 W. C. Ridcout, from
Andrews, N. B., and a
came to Annapolis Count
vival at Handley Moun

this awakening came t

district attended the servic

the flame to their

people now living can remember the state of excited ¢
pectancy with which t hurch members looked forw
4 1 . {4 1 1 1
o the connmg ol t Hous qelIst) atso
meetinegs and the revival which followed his comine
The writer, I. s. sees hnim : s ]
1 d 111 the p old B \ 1 m
3eadch 1 " .
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send the joy of carth away,
Among the tempters of the kind,
IFalse as the smooth deceitful sea
And empty as the whistling wind.”
I can see even now his adam'’s apple running up and
down from his shirt collar to his chin as in awfully
solemn tones he read and prayed standing in that rude

pulpit.

During that spring and the following summer a large
number was added to the church. The converts were
baptized by the Rev. Ebenezer Stronach.

On the 14th of September Mr. Rideout was ordained.
T'he sermon was by Edward Manning. A, Vidito asked
the questions. I. E. Bill gave the charge and Wmn.
Chipman gave the right hand of fcllowship.

On the 2nd of October Mr. Rideout baptized his first

convert —a boy teu years old—Damnicl Morse Welton,
vho lately, after a long and useful life, beloved and

honored by all who knew him, entered into his eternal

rest.

The members on the north side of the ri

-who op
posed the church in retaining and justifving the Rev.
Fzekiel Marsters were, after wading through many
difficulties, formed into a separate church, which in
1842 was received into the Association. It reported one

hundred and eleven members, 47 of whom had been

baptized. Rev. James Parker became their pastor
This church maintained a separate existence until 1847,
and in that time reported 66 baptisms.  For two years
James Parker was its pastor and for the other four years
his brother. the Rev Obed. Parker. had the over ~i;]'.'x of
this flock. At the time that it united with the mother
church. its membership was one hundred and five.  As




early as Nov. 8th, 1843, this church which had been
called the second Aylesford church, sent a letter to the
first church, asking for a committee to confer with a
committee appointed by it to devise a plan of reunion.
‘his was the outcome of the revival following the labors
of W. C. Rideout.

In 1842-43—44, under Mr. Rideout’s ministry, 115
were added to the church by baptism. Four years after
the reception of this letter from the second church which
met a hearty response {rom the first church, the two
churches were dissolved, and one church formed, con-
sisting of 111 members. At the time of the union the
total membership of the two churches was goo. The
union left 289 in both churches without membership.
In subsequent revivals the larger part of them were in-
duced to connect themselves with the church, but some
of them never united with the new church.  They lived
and died outside of the church.

In March 1846, all the members living east ol the

Episcopal church in Upper Avylesflord were permitted to

i

i take their dismission to form a chuich in that place.
E Seventeen were dismissed for that purpose.

5 The union of the two churches took place Octobei
H 14th, 1847. After a long experience of discord it is
! . : N

£ written in the churchi book, that the first and second
]

churches finding all the difficulties removed., and re

membering how good and pleasant it is {or brethren to

dwell fogether in unity, resolved to unite

one church. This was done at a meeti
central meeting house. The Rev. I L. Bill was present

and assisted. The conditions of union were that th

two pastors, Rev, Obed Parker and the Reve W. C
i .

Rideout should resien, and both should be regarded
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ineligible for the pastorate of the new church. The
clerks and deacons also resigned.  All members of the
two churches in good and regular standing were regard-
cd as qualified to become members of the new church.
Those not prepared to become members were to be con
sidered eligible for membership whenever they should de
sire it.  All members not in regular standing were to be
considered  *“'self excluded,” and were exhorted to
immediate  epentance and  reformation of life.  Anv
members having difficulties with c¢ach other were re-
quired to scttle such troubles before becoming members.
The united church was pledged not to make any effort
to secure the services of either of the two pastors who
had resigned.  The rules of the Temperance Society
were to be conscientiously observed by every member
of the new church.  Sydney Welton was chosen deacon,
and Thomas Tupper. clerk.  Rev. Ilbenezer Stronach

was engaged to supply the pulpit for three months.

On the 15th of January, 1848, Calvin Baker, Joseph
Goucher, Abraham Reagh and Zebina Roach were
appointed deacons. It was also agreed that Robert
Walker, Obed Parker and Samuel Spinney be permitted
with the consent of the pastor for the time being to ex-
ercise their giits in any sections of the church. Rev.
Iibenezer Stronach was engaged as pastor {or one year,
his pastorate to commence on the 15th of January,
1848. The church agreed to give him at the rate of
S200 a year.

May 7th, 1839, LK

/

lward Mai

Wheelock and Mary Fhiza Welton v

v. James Pa

wito was preaching for the church at

> time.  He was invited to the pastorate, but declined

the invitation.
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In 1849 and 1850, 67 were added to the cliurch by |
baptism.

On the r2th of March, 1850, the church extended a
call to Rev. W. C. Rideout to become its pastor for onc
vear. He accepted the invitation and being on the
ground continued his labors until the Sth of June,
1850. Then at his own request he was released from
his engagement as pastor of the church.

On April 9th, 1351, the church gave a unanimous
call to the Rev. Charles Tupper to become its pastor.
This call was accepted, and Mr. Tupper entered upon a
long and successful pastorate of the church.  His salary
was to be Sy00; one-quarter of which was contributed
by the Upper Avylesford church to which he gave one
fourth of his time.

On the 24th of September, 185

was licensed to preach the gospe

3, Daniel Morse Welton
L

In 1834 there was au extensive revival. Rev. W. (.
Parker assisted Dr. Tupper.  Eighty-five were baptized.
Dr. Tupper commenced his labors with the church as
pastor July 1st, 1851. The membership was then 214.
At the close of 1854 it was 335.

At the Bethel on the 3rd of June, 1856,
Walker was ordained as an evangelist.

Robert

In February, 1857, John E. Goucher was licensed to
preach the gospel.

In 1859 there was an extensive revival of religion in
every section of the church.  Dr. Tupper acknowledges
with gratitude assistance received from Robert Morton,
Abraham Stronach, Henry Saunders and Obed Parker.
One hundred and cight were added to the church by
baptism, making the membership 536.




16

From 1851 to 1861, 274 were added by baptism; and
151 by letter.

On the 3oth of January, 1872, at a meecting held at
Melvern Square it was resolved to divide the church
into two churches. The Annapolis river was made the
dividing line. The church on the north side of the
river to be called the Upper Wilmot church. Dr.
Tupper resigned the pastorate in 1872, having been
pastor for 21 vears. In November a call was extended
to the Rev. ITenry Bool, at a salary of $500 a vear. He
accepted the invitation and began his labors on the 13th
of December, 1872. He labored as pastor for one year

only.

By invitation Rev. A. Vidito visited the church in
March 1874. **The faithful were made to rejoice; back
sliders returned to God; sinners became awakened and

from the child of nine years of age to the aged of eighta

a1y ¢ 1¢] ‘

vears be ask what they must do to be saved.

Mr. Vid

On the 13th of June, 1874, the church invited the
Rev. J. C. Morse to visit them with a view to a perman
ent settlement as pastor. The following is Dr. Morse's
reply :—*1 laid the matter before the people of myv

charge. They wouid not agree for me to

and it seems the will of God for me to st vy i i
for the present. I he God will direet a minister to

vou after his own heart.”

The Rev. E. O. Read accepted an invitation to th

pastorate and began his work on the first of January,
1576, at a VOl OO0 a vearn
7
In ¥ ( chiu 1 Wiis ( ( it 1
7




:.x]l!:»i Church at Meadow Vaice, Nova Scotia,




connection with the Western Association for greater con-
venience was transferred to the Central Association.

On the 16th of March, 1880, Rev. E. O. Read on ac-
count ~f ill health resigned his charge of the church.

On the 27th of February, 1881, Rev. ¥. Beattie began
his labors as the successor of the Rev. K. O. Read.
Rev. F. Beattic resigned in December, 1884.

Rev. E, H. Howe became pastor in June, 1886 and
resigned in 1893. Rev. R. E. Gullison began his labors
as pastor in 18c4, and resigned in 1896. Rev. H. H.
Saunders was pastor in 1897 and 18g8, and Rev Joseph
Webb from 1898 to 1900. Rev. J. A. Huntlev com-
menced his pastorate in 1902. He resigned in the sum
mer of 1904.

From 1829 to 1904 there were added by baptism 1420.
To the Upper Wilmot church there were additions by
baptism from 1872 to 1903, 627. The Upper Aylesiord
church had additions by baptism from its organization
in 1848 to 1903 amounting to 670. The second Ayles
ford church constituted in 1841 and dissolved in 1847,

received by baptism 66. The total baptisms of the

Avlesford group of churches from their organization
until 1903 is 2,783.

From 1848 until 1853 the Upper Aylesford church re-
ceived pastoral supply from the Rev. Wm. Chipman:
from 1853 to 1857 from the Rev. Dre Tupper; the Rev.
J- L. Read was pastor from 1855 to 188S; the Rev. H.
N. Parry for 1889 and 18g0: J. B. Ganong supplied in
1891 and 1892: Rev. J. W. Bancroft was pastor |
Rev. J. B. Morgan f{rom

and Rev. A. S. Lewis from 1901 to 14«

13992 10 1595
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Rev. W. G. Hall was pastor of the Upper Wilmot
church from 1877 to 1881; Rev. John Rowe from 1884;
to 1888; the Rev. L. J. Tingley from 1889 to 1896; Rev.
H. N. Parry from 1897 to 1903

During the seven years of the existence of the second
Aylesford church from 1841 to 1848 Rev. James Parker
was pastor for the first two years and the Rev. Obed.
Parker for the remainder of the time.

In the first church 29 were baptized in 1829. During
Dr. Tupper's pastorate 78 were baptized in 1854; 143 in
1859; 77 in 1866. In Rev. . Beattie's pastorate 43
were baptized in 1883.  In the pastorate of the Rev. E.
H. Howe 107 were baptized in 1886; 22 in 1887; 24 in
1888; and 39 in 188g; and 22 in 18g2. Mr. Gullison
baptized 47 in 1895 and 37 in 1896. In 1903, 33 wer
added to the church by baptism by Rev. J. A. Huntley.
In 1859, 60 were baptized in the Upper Avlesford church
by the Rev. j. L. Read; 35in 1860; 44 in 1863; 29 in
1866; 25 in 1867: 68 in 1874; 27 in 1878; 89 in 1883; 31
in 1889 by the Rev. H. N. Parry: 47 in 1805 by the Rev.

i
J. W. Bancroft; in 1897 22 by

Rev.J B. Morgan: 1go2,
1 \ 3 N - oy ad v
33 by Rev. A. S, Lewis. In 1877, 93 were added by

baptism to the Upper Wilmot church under the ministry

of the Rev. W. E. Hall; in 1878, 51. In 1885, 88 were

added by baptism under the ministry of the Rev. John

Rowe; and 96 in 1892 under the ministry of the Rev. ..

These large numbers of baptisms indicate extensive

and powerful revivals of religion—times of refreshing
S asimguisaed o

A large number of

from these churches to
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preach the gospel. Among them Revds. Obed. Parker,
James Parker, W. L. Parker, Abraham Stronach,
Ebenezer Stronach, John Chipman Morse, Edward
ilarris, Henry Saunders, Aaron and Joshua Cogswell,
D. M. Welton, D.D., II. M. Saunders, D.D., L. B.
Gates, C. B. Welton, Sydney Welton, J. C. Goucher,
— Goucher, Jonathan Neily and others.

The Great Head of the Church above can measure the
work and influence of these churches during their his-
tory. They have fostered religious education and mis-
sions at home and in foreign lands. Behind them is a
notable history in which there have been remarkable
displays of God’'s grace, notwithstanding the shortcom-
ings and conflicts through which the churches have
passed. There has alwavs been a seed. The faithful

1

have called on God in the day of darkness. He has

answered their pravers and given success to their labors.
A bright future is before them. May they {ulfill their

reat mission.




