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' Ir'js againft the franchife of the land for freemen to ht

taxed', but by their oWn confent. Sir Edw. Cok»,

REsoLVED—That the antient and undoubted rights of

every freeman are—that he hath a full and abfolute pro-

perty in his goods and eflate, and cannot be taxed but by
common confent. ^ Comm. Journ, N. i. p. 878.

A TAX granted by the parliament of England fhall not

bind thofe of Ireland, becaufe they are not fummoned to

our parliament*

Opinion of thejudges of England^ 20lh of Henry VI.

Ireland hath a parliament of its own, and maketh and
altereth laws, and our ftatiites do not bind them, becaufe

they do not fend knights to our parliament.

Opinion of the judges of England^ 2d. of Rich.111.

^ YotJ have no right to tax America—^I rejoice that Ame*
rica has refifted—two millions of our fellow fubje£ts, fo loft

to every fenfe of virtue as tamely to give up their liberties,

would be At inftruments to impofe chains upon' the reft.

Lord Chatham,

My refearches have more and more convinced me that

you have no right to tax Anierica.—I will maintain it with

my laft breath—taxation and reprefentation are infeparable.

Lord Camden.

'' O J

9 i %f : <.;-l
• 1.4 • ?.
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APPEAL.
AState of contention between Great Britaiil'

and America, is not only difagreeable but

dangerous. We have every influence of intereft

and affedion to attach us to each other, and
make us wifh to preferve the union indiflbluble.

'the fame laws, the fame religion, the fame
conflitution, the fame feelings fentiments and
habits, are a common bleffing and a common
caufe. We have thefe general benefits to defend

againft the reft of the world, which is hoftile

to all, or to the greater part of them*
With ties fo ftrong to bind us to each other,

is it not ftrange, is it not deplorable, that we
fhould dijffer > Do they who talk of haftiiing

our colonies, and reducing them to c cdience,

coniider how much we hazard when \Ve diflblve

thefe ties ? What are we to fubftitute in their

place ; Force and Fear ; which Tacitus wifely

tells us, are injirma vincuki qua ubi removeriSf

qui timere defierint, odiffe incipient» When thefe

confequences follow from the coercive meafures

we are now purfuing, will the counfellors who
Jiave impelled us to them, by reprefentations

B not.
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not, 1 am fiirc, very fair, defend us from their

fatal effeds ?

It is from experience only that nations learn

wifdom. But unhappily fometimes the injury

of the experiment is irretrievable. We have too

much reafon, I think, to apprehend that this will

be the event of our prefent condudl. The courfe

of the laft war gave us proof of the ftrength and

fuccefs which arifes from the cordial attachment

of our colonies; and, in all human probability,

the next war will convince us of the feeblenefs

which flows from their diflaffeftion. I hope to

prove, inconteflably, that they aided us during

the laft war with a degree of zeal and efficacy

which we can never again expedt, at Icaft unlcfs

our language and conduit be totally reverfcd.

The war found us united -, it was conduced glo-

riofly upon the flrength of that union ; and left

us in perfeft harmony. Unhappy were the

councils which diflurbed that harmony ; unhap-

py was the idea of taxation, which, without

being productive of any one of the benefits ex-

pected from it, has given birth to a thoufand

calamities which were not forefen. From the

asra of this innovation v/e are to date ail the dif-

turbances which have fliaken the whole empire

;

and which, if we do not treat them with more
wifdom, muft inevitably end in th'e drffolution

of all American dependence on the parent ftate.

In 1755 the Lords pronounced theAmericans
to be *• a great body of brave and faithful fub-
" jeCts." See their addrefs, Nov. 13, IJSS*
let this bf* compared with the language of their

lad addrefs, and it will Ihew the happy effed

df bur late proceedings. In

V
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; In confiderin^ this fubjed, two very materiul

iqueftions immediately prefent themfelvcs.

Whether we have a right to tax the cokniei ?

and, Whether it be expedient to exercife that ri^ht^

Ifa difpaflionate examination Ihould (hew, that

both or either of thefe muft be anfwered in the

negative ; it will prove, that our prefent mca-
furcs are not did^ted by political wifdom. f

In order to determine whether we have a right

to tax the colonies, we mufl confidcr the nature

-of taxation—in whom the right of granting mo-
ney refides—and from whence that right arifcs.

Taxation is the giving and granting the pro-

perty ofthe people, by tnemfelves, or by peffons

authorized by them, who are called their dele-

gates or reprefentativea. From hence it follows,

that the right of impoiing taxes resides originally

in the people, and then in the reprefentative bo-
dy ; and that it arifes from the delegation of the

people.

The very idea of property involves in h ^n
cxciuiive right of giving it by the immediate or

^ intermediate confent of the pofleffor. For as

Mr, Locke fays. What property can I have in

M that which another may take away at his plea-

iiire? It is therefore a fundamental princijne in

our conftitution, and was, until the reign of
Henry the Sixth, the invariable practice of it,

that the property of the people, not one man ex-

t:epted, could not be granted but with his own
confent, given by himfelf or his reprefentative

chofen by himfelf. It was upon this principle

that until that reign, every man in the kingdom
B 2 gave
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gave his vote, or had a right to give his vote,

for the eledtion of a reprefentative, on whom
that power was devolved. The feventh of Hen-
ry the fourth, made upon complaint of this

right having been didurbed, ordains, that all the

people (hall eledl indifferently. Their being re-

fidents in the county is the only qualification

required. Is was not until the eighth year of

Henry the fixth, that the poiTeflion of forty (hil-

lings per annum, in any part of the kingdom*

was made neceflary to give a right of voting j

which qualification was, in the tenth year of the

fame reign, reflridted to freehold in tne county.

It is plain from this, that the writers who have

controverted Mr. Locke's poiition, that, upon
the principles of the conftitution, ** the fupreme

power cannot take away any man's property

without his confent," were unacquainted as well

with the principles as the practice of the confti-

tution, or artfully mifreprefented them. This

view of our conflitution (hews alfothe propriety

of that emphatical and brilliant expreflion of

Lord Camden, that—** there was not a blade

of grafs which when taxed, was not taxed by
the confent of the proprietor.*'

That taxation and reprefentation are conflitu-

tionally infeparahle, and that it was the fixed

principle of government, that the property of

the people could be given by their confent only,

^gnified by their repreferitatives, chofen by
themfelves, appears beyond controverfy, botn

from general conliderations, and from a variety

pf particular proofs, arifing from ancient and

undoubted records,

The

t

I
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The general confideratibns which fupport

thefe pofitions are That it is an eternal law

of Nature, fo incident to and infeparable from

the very idea of property, that no property can

exill without it. " Whatever is a man's own,
** no other perfon can have a right to take from
" him, without his confent, exprefled by him-
** felf or his reprefentative. Whoever attempts
** to do it, attempts an injury ; whoever does it

** commits a robbery—he throws down and

deftroys the diftindlion between liberty and

flavery." Nor is this the difcovery of Mr.
Locke, or the peculiar provifiqn of the EngliOi

conftitution. It was long fince fet forth by Ci-

cero, in thefe words, Hacfuntfiindamenta fir^

miffima tibertatiu /ui qiiemque juris retinendi ac

demittendi effe arbitrium. It pervaded every feu-

dal conftitution in Europe, and was exercifed

with as much precifion andjealoufy by the States

of France and the Cortes of Spain, as by the

Englifli Houfe of Commons. Auxilia^ lays

Bradon, Jiunt de gratia^ et non dejure ; cum de^

pendeant ex gratia tenentium, et non ad voluntas

tern dominorum *. Dr. Robertfon tells us,

f* When any extraordinary aid was granted by
?* freemen to their fovereign, it was purely vo-
^* luntary."

-f*
And again, ** It was a funda-

*« mental principle in the feudal fyftem of po-
^* licy, that no freeman could be taxed unlefs

«« by his own conlent." J Every one knows,

from the moft authentic accounts, that in the

perman conftitution, from its earlieft date,, all

the

The * L. 2. c. i6. t Hift. Charles V. p. 360. % lb. p. 56.
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the people had a right to he prefent in their af-

femDliess and afient to what bound them : De
minoribus principes confultant 5 de majoribus oni'

nes,* Hotoman informs us, that in France it

was not lawful to debate on ^ny thing concern-

ing the commonwealth^ but in the general coun-

cifof the State,
"f*

So tenacious Were they in

Spain of this general confent, that in the Cor-

tes it was ncceilary every member ihould give his

ai!ent before the ad was binding. % And I am
well informed, that at this very, day, no taxes

can be raifed npcn the free cities of BruiTels,

Antwerp, &c. even by the Emprefs Queen,

without the confent of every individual citizert

who is prefent in the ailembly.

To the facred, eternal, and umverfal right of

civing property, even a tyrant of the north has

been obliged to bear his teftimo ly. We have

heard the prefent king of Swedt > publicly de-

clare to his people that to be t ^ed by others

. was repugnant to the moft preciou part of their

liberty, which conliils in taxin themfelves.

To this right," fays he, " of he nation to

tax itfelf, I would.have the gr ^teft attention

paid, becaufe I am engaged by oath to let my
fubjeds enjoy their liberties and privileges,

without any reftridtion."

From thefe external proofs and illuflrations

of the dodrine, that the confent of the owner is

eflential to the juft difpofal of property, fo that

the fupreme power cannot, and never could, in

any free ftate, take awayany man's property with-

*. Tacitus, t Franco-Gallia) c. xi. J Marteil Cort. de Arrag.

<«

i€

«
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It is certain, that originally, and before the

conqueft, the right of being prefent in the great

council of the nation, in which grants, if any,

were made, belonged to every freeman in the

kingdom. In an ancient record, quoted by my
lord Coke, fo far back as the reign of Canute,

in the year 1030, the parliament is faid to have

confifted not only of great men, but

—

quamplu'^

rimis gregariis militibusy ac cum populi multitudine

copicfa ', ac omnibus adhuc in eodem parliamento

perfonaliter exillentibus votis regis unanimiter

confentientibus, praceptem et decretumfuit, *

The fame recognition of the right of aflent in

every individual, to the difpofal of his property,

we find thus dQcliired in Magna C&arta:'-''^

And for this our gift and grant of thefe liber-

ties, and of other contained in our charter of

liberties of our foreft, the archbifhops, bi-

fhops, abbots, priors, earls, barons, knights,

freeholders, and other ourjubje^s, have given
** unto us the fifteenth part of all their move-
" ables."-j- It was not the fupreme power, whe-
ther you mean by that the King, or the Parlia-

ment, as it is now conftituted, nor the reprefen-

tatives c^the people in parliament aflembled, but

the people themfelves, every one having a right

to be prefent and confent to the grant or difpo-

fal of his property. ''
'

•• ' '
i^'^ >^ r

•

Upon the fame ground, the King, in the fta-

t«te de tadagio non concedends, declares *' that, no
*' Jtulinee or aid (ball be taken or levied, bv us

<c

<t

ft

«c

<(

(< or

IVtf. ii the 9th Rep,. f C. 37. Ail, ^,
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** ot our heirs, in our realm^ without the good-«

** will and aflent of the archbifhops, bifliops,

•• earlSj barons, knights, burgefles, and other

'* freemen of the land"* And the more ex-

prefsly to (hew how necefTary the confent ofevery

individualwas deemed, to the giftswhich afFeded

his property^ the fame ilatute fays, ** No of-

** iicerof ours, or of our heirs, fhall take corn,

** leather, cattle, or any other goods of any
*• manner of perfony without the good-will and
•* aflent oi^'t party to whom the goods belong"

Edward the firft, or the Englifli JuftiniaUi

was the wileft and moil magnanimous of our

princes ; and as he had too much Juftice to re-

fufe what he knew to the inherent right of his

people, fo he had too much wifdom and courage

to be deluded or compelled into a conceflion

which was not ftridly conftitutional. This
ftatute is therefore defervedly held in great ve-

neration, and is ofhigh authority. M. de Lolme,
a very fagacious refearcher into the principles of

our conftitution, calls it, ** an important fta-

•* tute, whichi in conjundlion with Magna
" Chartat forms the bafis of the Englifli con-
** ftitution. If it is from the latter," fays

he, " that the Englifh ought to date the origin

of their liberty, it is to the former they owe
its fecurity. If the Great Charter is the

rampart that defends the liberties of every
* individual, it is this ftatute that protects the

Grand Charter itfelf ; and by which the peo-

ple were enabled to make the law fuperior to

the will of the crown."
-f*

In
• 34 E4w. ^ c. I, 2.

t Conftit. de I'Angleterre, p. 28.

«
«c

«

(C

«

I
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In the courfe of time, the ading by deputa-

tibn, which was adopted for convenience at firft,

became a fettled praAice. Still, however, no
freeman, of whatever denoihination, was denied

the right of voting for him who was to fignify

his alSnt, or be his reprefentative in parliament,

till the reign of Heriiy the fixth, when that right

was rellriSed to perfons having a freehold of

forty fhillihgs annual value.* This alteration

in the fyftem introduced two kinds of reprefen-

tation; real and virtual. They who retained

the right of voting were really reprefented ; they
;

vvho did hot vote, but yet were fhielded and
fecured in their portion of property by the elec-

tors and eledled bearing their proportion in the

grants made, w6re Wr/^/^?/^ reprefented. Still,,

however, as the real electors, chough greatly

circumfcribed in number, owned far the greater

part of the lay property of the kingdom, the ori-

ginal idea of the grants being niade by common
confent continued, and governed all the parlia-

liientary forms in voting fupplies. The com-
mons are faid to give and grant, the King thanks

his good people for their benevolence, and the

lords are not permitted to Originate, alter, or

amend a money bill. There is l)ut one inftance

within my knowledge, in which the houfe of
lords were fufFered to violate this rule. This
Was in the time of Richard the fecohd, wherein

the houfe* of commons are faid to have aflented

to an impofition which originated in the upper
*^

,-,V ,C V ' '/, houfe.

In
;, p. 28.

• It fnay be well queftioned (according to the principles of
Mr. Locke) whether parliament had any jud right to take iiway

from its conltituents fo eflential a privilege.
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lioufe. It is true, that on the patent roIT,.

3 Edward I. and in a variety of other inftances,

they gave feparately, and of their ov^rn property j^

but tnefe are additional proofs how prevalent the

idea was, that property could be given only and
abfolutely by tnofe who owned it.

Lord Clarendon fays, the origin of fupplies

in the commons had never been difputed in the

worft of times, and that the lords acknowledged

it in 1640.* We are told in the cafe ftated,'^

a work known to be written under the infpec-

tion of the lords—that the lords lay, " as to

what concerns their rights and privileges,,

they pretend not to be the beginners of any

charge, to be laid on the eftates of the fub-

ject, nor to increafe or augment any that is

** already laid by the houfe of commons. This^

they conceive to be againil the intendment of

the law, 9 H. 4. and the prai-fcice of parlia*

ments ever fince." :. ^ ,,

Is it poffible that any one can, confifterit with
common fenfe, deduce the fole and incommuni-
cable polTeflion of this right of giving and grant-

ing by the lioufe of commons, froin any other

origin than that of their reprefenting the peo-
ple ? This proof, therefore, would be alone Suf-

ficient to (hew, that both in the principles and
pradice of the conititution, reprefentation and
taxation are infeparable, and that it is not th«

three eftates, but thofe whom the people eledt,

who reprelent them.

But this poiition is ftill farther fupported ty
tlie conltant pradtice of the clergy in convoca-

<(

<<

€C

<(

iX

tion.

* V. ». p, i34« f p. 113,

'-•'h
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tlon. The clergy were fubjed to die general

controul and fuperintending power of the ^-
premelegiflatare; hut parliament never attempt-

ed to tax them« while they were reprefented in

convocation, and apt in the houie of commoafi.

Whenever they contributed to the fupport of

government, they did it b;' their own confent,

iignified in their convocation, in w'hich my
lord Coke fays, they were all by representation,

or in perfon, prefent.* It appears »by t^e roll

of the 4 Rec. 2. No. 13, 14. that when the

houfe of commons offered to grant an aid,

if the clergy would pay one third, as they pof-

feffed a third of the realm, the dler^gy af^fwer-

ed*—'They were not to grant aids by parliament,

and ther^ore willed the commons to tdo their

duty, and they would do theirs. This is in

€fFe<jb the language of America* yet it is idly

called a ftrange new-fangled dodrine. rj* • -
^

From all thefe general ^iews of the ,conf^itu-

tiop, both in its principles and ^pra^liCQ, it ap-

pears to be one uniform and inviolable rule* 'that

prqperty could not be given but bylconfent.

Whether that confent was iignified in;perfon,

or by xeprefentatioih, was a matter merely of
convenience. So much fo indeed, that every

one knpws the reprefentatives wese formerly

paid for their trouble jn attending upon the

bufmefs of the whole. Thea<a of Henry the

iixth, which prefcribed a qualiiicatidn <for elec-

tors, regulated the e*:ercife, but did not aboliih

C 2 .<^vthe
* 7 Co. 7j.

t A doAnne as old as the conftitution itfelf, interwoven in its

verv ftaminai drawn from the firft. principles /^f nacuralrjuilice^

and eiTehtial to the exiftence of property.
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the right ; for there is a manifeft and eternal

difference between regulating the mode in which
a right may be enjoyed, and eftablithing a prin-

ciple which entirely annihilates that right. - To
cftablifh the power of the Britifli parliament to

give and grant the property of the people of

America, is moft cleanly to annihilate their

right of confenting to the difpofal of that pro^

. perty, in whole or in part^ in perfon or by
repreffentation. . .3.1/ / t r: -

'!* How far this Is confiftent with the exiftence

. of property, with the principles and pradtice of

all free conftitutions, and efpecially of our own,
I have already furnifhed the reader with the ge-

neral means of judging. I fhall now proceed to

{hew, that the fame principle pervades and go-

verns the particular inftances, in which it was
neceffary that diftindt parts of the empire fhould

contribute to the fupport of government, in

doing which their own cpnfent v^as^ always

deemed indifpenfable.

In the tenth year of Edward the firft, this

prince being under a neceffity of demanding fup-

plies, applied to bis fubjedts in Ireland, feparately

to folicit a loan to enable him to carry on the

war againft Wales.* Unfettled as the ftate of

Ireland then was, the right of granting their

own property was confidered as To effential to

an Englifh fubjedt, that the application was not

made to the parliament at Weftminfter, but to

fhe people themfelves, whofe money was to be
given. -

•»-*, When
AHi^l *1">'% *% i f IK-

^ Ryin. ex. Rol. Wall. 10 Ed. i. Leland, y. i. p. 2£$,
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When the fame prince was again in diftrefs,

he applied firfl; to the clergy of Ireland, for an

additional fifteenth of the fpiritualties, and they

peremptorily refufed to comply with the requi-

. lition. The King refpedled the right of refufing,

though the refufal itfelf was fo grievous a dif-

appointment to him. He therefore neither

called in the abfolute power of his Englifli

parliament, nor of his army, to enforce the re-

quifition, but applied to the laity of Ireland,

from whom he received more fatisfadtion. - Dr.

Leland tells us, that " after fome altercation and

delay, they granted him a fifteenth of their

efFedts*." Thus this magnanimous prince, well

fatisfied that it Was the inherent right of an

,

Englifh fubjedl, not to have his property taken

from him, but by his own confent, given by
himfelf, or by his reprefentative chofen by him-
felf, whether that fubjedt was in England or

Ireland, he applied to him or to his reprefenta-

tive for the fupplies which were to arife out of

his property. 'v * ^ ivj t / s-
'

But we find the infeparable conne<flion of re-

prefentation and taxation ftill more irrefragably

proved, in the reign of Edward the Third. I

will ftate the tranfadlion in the words of Dr.

Leland. It is diftinguiftied and decifive.

** The parliament of England grew uneafy
^* under the burthen of fupporting the King's
** Irifh dominions; they remonftrated ; they
*« folicited, that ftrid: enquiry fhould be made

into the deficiencies of the royal revenues in

this realm. The King was nolefs impatient

4(

ft

: '. ! 'f ' • r t ' L- <-».» *Ji. _. M to

• >i • Leland, p. 25,1.
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to find any part of the lupplies deilincd to

his military fervice, diverted to a purpofe
" which he deemed of much lefs moment^ tlie

fupport of a difbrdered government in Ire-

land. An agent, called Nicholas Dagworth,
was difpatched into this country : his in-

ftrudtions were to reprefent the neceflities of
the crown, and the grievous deficiencies of the

Irifh revenue; to convince the King's mi-
" nifters of the neceffity of exerting themfelves

for the interefl of their royal mafler. It was
particularly direded, that an Irifh parliament

ihould be convened without delay, for the

purpofe of granting fuch a liberal fubfidy, as

fhould provide not only for the exigences of
** their own ilate, but for the affiftance of their

fovereign in his foreign wars. The parlia-

ment was affembled 5 theyfleaded the poverty

of the realm^ and tefufed tbefupplies. Ed-
*' ward was provoked 5 he iffued his writs of
** fummons both to the clergy and laity. The
** bifhops were commanded to chufe two of
** the clergy in each dibc^fs 5 the commons to

chufe two laymen in each county, to repre-

fent the lords and commons in that county

;

the cities and boroughs in like manner, each

to eled two citizens and burgefles. The
alTembly was directed to repair to the King
in England, to treat, confult, and agree with

*' him and his council, as well on the govern-
** ment of the land of Ireland^ as the aid and
** fupport of the King s war." ' ^^ .

•

We have the anfwers of the archbiflxop of

Armagh, and of the county of Dublin, to this

fum-

€t

«

«

€€

<i

€<

€€

€(

€€

€<

€€

€€.

4t

€<

«C

«
4€

> '':



5 deftincd to

o a purpofe

[noment> tlie

nent in Irc-

iS Dagworth,
try : his in-

neceflities of
iencies of the

; King's mi-

g them&lves

ifler. Jt was
h parliament

ihy, for the

ilfubiidy, as

exigences of
ance of their

The parlia-

d the poverty

)plies. Ed-
is writs of
laity, Tlie

ufe two of

ommons to

to repre-

Ihat county

;

inner, each

lelTes. The
the King
agree with

he govern-

jthe aid and

Ihbifixop of

|lin, to this

fum-

( J9 >

fumsnons diftmdlly recorded. " We are not
*• bound, faid the prelate, agreeable to the liber-

** ties, privileges, rights, laws and cuftoms ofthe
** church and land of Ireland, to ele6l any of our

clergy, and to fend them to any part of Eng-
land, for the purpofe ofholding parliaments or

councils in En^and j yet on account of our

reverence to our lord the King of England,
** and the now inuninent necemty of the land

aforefaid, iaving to us, and to the lords and
commons of the faid land, all rights, privi-

leges, liberties, laws and cuftoms before-men-

tioned, we have eled:ed reprefentatives to

repair to the King in England, to treat and
confult with him and his council -, except,

however, that we do by no means grant to

our faid reprefentatives any power of afienting

to any burthens or fubfidies to be inipofed oa
us or our clergy, to which we cannot yield,

by reafon of our poverty and daily expence ii^

' defending the land agaipft the Irifh enemy.
*' In like manner we find the county of
Dublin at firft ele6ted their reprefentatives^

without power or authority to confent to the
** impofitioij of any burdens. The King com-

plained of the eledtiojri as infufficient and irre-

gular, and the ^erift was directed to mak^
another return, i;> prefence oftlxe treafurer and
chiefjuftice of the King's-bei^ch. Difficul|:ies

were ftarted ^pd delays cc^t^ived ; at l^rjgth

the nobles aad commons ^nanimoulJy, ai^d

with one voic^ declare, that, according to the

rights, privileges, liberties, laws and cuftdnis

of the land of Ireland, enjoyed from the time

of the conquejftof the faid land, they are not
" bound
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bound to fend any perfons from the land of

Ireland to the parliament or council of our.

lord the King, in En^laiid, to treat, confult,

or agree with our Ibrd the King in England^

as the writ requires. Notwitnitandirig^ on
account of their reverence, and the neceflity

and prefent diftrefs of the faidlarid, thiey have

eleded reprefentatives to repair to the King,

and to treat and confult with hitri and his

council, rcfervlng to themfelyes the power of
** yielding or agreeing to any lubfidies. At
** the fame time protefting, that their prefent
** compliance is not hereafter to be taken in pre-
•* jiidice to the rights, privileges, laws and cuf-
•* toms, which the lords and commons, from
•* the time of the conquefl ofthe land ofIreland,

have enjoyed.

" What was the refult of this notable cbn-

tfoverfy between Edward and his fubjedls pf

Ireland, or whether or how far the King's ne-

ceflities were fupplied, we are not diflindtly

informed. It only appears, that the Iri{li>e-

prefentatives fat at Weftminfter, and that tneir

wages were levied on the diocefles, counties

and boroughs which had chofen them */*_

The unqueftionable conclufion from this re-

cord is, that to give and grant the property of

Englifh fubjedls, in an affembly wherein they

were not preJGbnt in perfon or by reprefentation,

was deemed fo unconftitutional, that no neceffi]ty

couldprompt or juftify it. The parliament at

Weftininfter did not conlider this doctrine as

repugnant to their rights, or trenching upon
' ^ . . their

.. , V * Ibid. p. 327, . •, ..
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their authority ; though they were by no means
difpofed to yield any of their privileges to the

crown, or permit an illegal exertion of the prero-

gative. This record is alfo a proof that the fole

right of giving was fo inherent in the owner of
property, that the people at large might delegate

it in whole or in part j might reftrain it entirely,

or referve to themfelves the controul of confent-

ing to the grant of their reprefentatives, to give

its final efficacy. It appears too, from the

^Vrits iflued upon that occafion, that every perfon

concerned, without any farther qualification in

the condudt of the reprefentatives, was to give

his voice in eleding them. The words of the

writ are, jirchiepi/bopist epifcopis^ vice-comitihn,

Jene/ca//es, majon'Aus, fuperioribus& prapofitis, ac

omnibus aliis ejufdem terras quorum intereft, ad
eleSlionem hujujmodi duarum perfonarunif in An^
gliam informapradiSia tranfmittendarumtfacien-"

dam,'^

In tracing the hiilory of the Irifli parliaments,

we find they not only knew their right of grant-

ing money, but how inftrumental it was in ob-

taining a redrefs of grievances. In the reign of

Henry the fifth, they accompanied the grant with

a reprefentation of grievances •!• In the year

1585 the ordinary fubfidy bill was rejeded by
the commons of Ireland ; the reafon appears to

have been a complaint of grievances, and an ap*

prehenfion of more, efpecially of oppreffive and
extraordinary taxation.J Queen Elizabeth, du-
ring whofe reign this happened, had tod much
,
-y -:---

.

- Vi -
' fpiric

* • Appendix to Leland^s hill. p. 365. f Leland, 7. 2. p. 13.% Leland, v. 3, p. 25^6.
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fpiriC to have dcquiefeed in this refufal, could

fhe or any one aD6ut her have conceived that

the intervehtioh of her Engliih parliament might

grant the fubfidy out of the property of the peo~

pie of Ireland, without the moft flagrant vio-

lation of their conftitutional rights. Neither is

it probable that the Irifh commons would have

hazarded fuch a meafure of oppofition, had they

imagined themfelves liable to be taxedin the En-
glim parliament, and thereby deprived of this

means of enforcing a redrefs of grievances. In the

reign of James the firft, we find them reftored

to good humbur by conciliatory meafures i and

then they granted a liberal fubfidy with fo much,

alacrity and zeal, thai the king returned them
tliaiiks, in a flattering letter addrefled to the Ldrd
Lieutenant.* Charles the firft, and his favourite

Wehtwofth, tried every art to perfuade them ta

make lib'eral and permanent grants ; the threat

of interpofing the King's prerogative was added.

Under the influence of ptomifes and fears, the.

commons made a grant of four entire fubfidies.*)*

jTeither the King nor his deputy were fincere„

die graces they promifed were not granted ; the

commons therefore contrived a method of fru-

flrating the collection of the fubfidy, and the

civil wars which foon followed put an end to alt

turther requifitions.

1 have been more particular in ftating thefe

fails with relation to Ireland, becaufe it is uti-

pdfTible to find a cafe mofe exadly fimilar to that

of America. They were both conquered' cdun-
tries, peopled by Englifti fubjeds. Yet in all

' •Ibtt.p.457, t Inlhjouni. 1640.
^^ ^'*' '
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the agitation ofncceffity and pa(lion,and the vari-

ous expedients it produced^ tnat of impofing tax-

es upon Ireland in the English parliament was
never attempted. -,

There are however C//ne dhTcrences in favour

of America. In ihe former, the conquered

people and the Engii/lj were in ibme meafure

intermixed 5 in the latter, they were and flill

continue totally diftind. The Englifh fub-»

Jeds >vho fettled in Ireland carried with them
ijacir rights, not expreiTed but latent ; whereas

thofe of the American fettlers were confirmed

by charters. I am far from thinking that char-

ters create rights ; thefe are inherent in ^nd.

unalienable from the perfon of the fubjed. Al-
legiance and protection in thefe rights are a

mutual compa^ between the prince and the peo-
ple. As emigration does not diflblve allegiance^

neither can it dived rights : they involve each

other, and are infeparable. But to fplemn ^ re-

cognition and connrmation of them, as charters

under the great feal of a kingdom, renders the

violation of them ftill more confpicuous and
criminal. From the hiftory of Ireland we learn

another difference, which is, that taxes wcfe
levied in England to defend and proted that

country for fome time after its fcttlcment

;

whereas all the old colonies in America were
fettled, and the wars carried on with the natives,

fokly at the cxpence of the fettlers themfelves

;

this country bearing none of the burthen, but
reaping infinite benefits from the fettlement.

Canada, Florida, and Nova Scotia, are excep-
tions to this ; but they are acquifitions obtained
^^'«^ H D 2 ' from

r^ or.^'Oi
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from France and Spain, vhich belong therefore

to this country, and will foon repay with inte-

reil the fupplies yrhich haye been voted for them.

As it was therefore mofl clearly conddered,

t^bat Englifh fubjeds emigrating to and fettling

in Ireland* thp' a conquered country, were not

liable to be taxed by the Englifli parliament^

it feems ilrange to contend that th^ fame fob?

je6ks fettling in America were liable ta fuch

taxation. The fupreme power of this parlia*

ment has. been always afferted and fre<}uently

exercifed oyer Ireland ) the right of giving and
granting their money for the purpofei of a rcr

venue, never. Who is it that can point out

a difference adequate to fo great a diminutioti

of Englifh liberty, r \t perfon of him who
emigrates to Americ^^ as that he fhall not onr
ly be fubjedt to the fupreme power of the Bht

. ^ifh parliament, but to be taxed where he is

not reprefented. i,^,vj^^ t^A^^^'y I'-i^/- iu

Now it is. not only impoffible, I conceiye, to

give any plauiible rcafop for this diflindtion, but
It is clear that i\q fuch idea was ever feripuily erv^

tertained till the year 1764. What can be a more
decifive proof of this, than that the people x)f

America have always chofcn reprefentatives of
their own, and that the crown has conilantly

applied to thofe reprefentatives for the fupplies

which were wanting ? If the fettled, notprious,

invariable practice of government, be not evi-

dence of the cpnftitution, from whence are we
to learn it ? If {% had not been confiftent with
the conftitution, andeffential to the free fbteof

^1 Englifh fubjedt, that he fhould chufe repre-

fentatives
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fentatives who only fhould impofe taxes upoii

him, how did it happen that both in Ireland and
America our colonifts, without any fpecial law
to direct it, from their earlieil infancy choie

fuch reprefcntatives, who have always exercifed

that authority. Had this been illegal, furely

the crown would not have encouraged it, by con-

ftantly making requilitions thro' its governors,

and giving ailbnt to laws impofing taxes by
the authority of provincial aflemblies, nor would
parliamenthavepermitted a pra<5tice,whichmakdQ
thoie afTemblies coequal with themf^lves^ It is, I

apprehend, moil undeniable, that either parlia-

ment has no right to impofe taxes upon the peo-

ple of Ireland and America, or they have the
*

folc right ; for nothing can be fo abfurd as to.

fuppo|e a people fubje<^ to two taxing powers,

not communicating with each other, not know-
ing what each other ar6 doing ; in confequence

of which the people might be burthened with a
double tax upon the hxne thing, fo as to be

produ^ve of perpetual confuiion and diilreif.

This would plainly be fuch an inconfiftency in

politics, as would render government at once

ridiculous and oppreffive. The affertion there-

fore at this day, of the right of parliament to

impofe taxes upon Ireland and America, involves

in it the higheft criminal charge againft all thoie

who have for centuries been adtive or acquief-

cing in the impofition of taxes upon the people

of thofe countries, which, according to the mo-
dem dodkine, the authority of parliament only

could impofe. If they juftify by pleading that

-•qn[q3t v^hiib bii/cil: :ta i^nr .;; :^'i. I iUiix;, they

}r

!!;;;
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they were the reprefen^ative^ of the /people whofe

japn^y they gantedr the admiiBon of that plea

jv^ill defeat the pretenOons of parUament, who
'do not reprefent them.*-)-,, ,|tr,.{i i^hj^ 'm vj

,
qfXhat reprefentation and taxation were ever

dieenied inJfeparable, the following copy of a

petition from the county Palatine of Chefter, in

,I450> is an eminent proof, i/ ih- hrr ' o?
'^

Y^-A *^ Moft chriftian, benigne, and gracious King,
,§*r ^p ypm^ humble fubje^s, and true, obaifant,

;*^ liege people, the abbots, priors, and all the

*f,clergy, your barons, knights and (e((i|Liires,,

.>:'%
''\.

,
* There is a fblemn refolution of the houfe of co^imon)* that

'nO tallage, loan, benevolence, or other like charge, ought to be
:commanded or levied by the King orany of his miniftersv witb-

^<ait common confent of parliament. If it had bteen ipM^incd
tnat this refolution concluded to all the fubjeils of the empire,

tSf an idea had been entertained, that the conient of pirlitment

. involved in it the confent of Ireland or America, what jniiu-

Ifter would have ventured to adviie the King to ufk. money from
' the commons of Ireland and of America, and to have levied it

.Aipon the people by the authority of their legiflators' Every

. minifier who gave luch advice, would have hazarded :hii head {
' no parliament would have endured fo open a violation of its

• rights and of the conftitution. But no fuch fuppofition ever

, entered into any man's head, and therefore, it has beep ^le efta-

Ibliflied and unimpeached practice, ever fince the foundation of
^ our dominion in thofe countries, for the King to make requi.

-4ttQns for fupplies to their reprefentatives, and levy taxes by the

^^
authority of their legiilatures* The inftances of this are innu-

' merable. It has been done by every minifter, at all times, and
liii every reign. It has been repeatedly announced with regard

.^ America, to the houfe of commons, in the King's mefia^

ges, without queflion or complaint. It remained for the new-
'nmgled doctrine of this day to maintain that America was repre.

fjj^ntfd in parliament. A doArine involving confequences which
tjbey who broached it were far from forefeeing. It would de-

*vote their deareft connexions to impeachment, and brand the

'^ncmory^ of every minifter who preceded, as a traincir to the

^onflitution of his country, ,{ '. '^ \>

.,
•

;
;- V ,

-;'"'"'" and
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** and all the commonalty of your county Pa-
** latine of Chefter, theekly priayen and be-

feechen your highnefe—Where the faid cotin-

ty is and hath been a county Palatine, as

well befofe the cohqueft of England as con-

tinually finc6, diftindl and feparate from thet

crowh of Englind ; within which county

you and all your noble progenitors, fitheri it

came into your hands, have had your higl^
'* courts of parliament—and no pofTeflioners or
** inheritors within the faid county be not
** chargeable or liable, nor have not been
** bounden, charged, nor hurt of their bodies,
*' liberties, franchifes, land, goods, nor poffef-

** fions within the fame county, but by fuch
** laws as they have agreed unto—and alio they
** have no knights, citizens, na burgefles, na
** ever had, of the faid county, to any parlia-

** ment holden out of the faid county, whereby

they might in any way of reafon be bounden-*-

which franchifes, notwithftanding there be

your commiflions direded out to feveral com-
piiflioners of the feme county, for the levy

of fubfidy, granted by the commons of your

land, in your parliament late begun at Weft-

minfter and ended at Leicefter, to make levy

thereof within the faid county, after the form
.,•' of their grant thereof, contrary to the libcr-

>f* ties, freedoms, and franchifes of the &idcpun-
^„**

ty and inheritance of the fame, at all times
** before this timeufed, that pleafe your noble

grace, of your noble favour, the premifes

gracioufly to confider, and hereupon to dil-

charge all fuch coipmiflioners of levy of the
«' laid

«c
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** (aid fubfidy within the faid county, and ol*

^* your fpecial pieer grace, ever to fee, that

** there be never a4t in this parUapieht, nor in

** any parli .ment hereafter holden out of the
** faid county, made to the hurt of any of the

** inheritors or inheritance of the faid county,
*« of their bodies, liberties, franchifes, goods^

•« lands, tenements or pofleffions, being within
•« the faid county. For if any fuch a&fhould
** be made, it were clean contr^^y to the liber-»

** ties, freedoms, immunities, and franchifcs of
** the faid county, &c. &c. &c." 1i \y noiiu^

.:i-inhq .uU r
^ ^^

- ,,/'^" ;^"^ ''' ^:^''^i^' '

}riv^nijV.vA N S W E R. j., -kIj ii ^'

.

'
._

,"
, ,

r '-",
• ^ , , .,.,.1. •,,,{., y^ y,,^.

V ''•t fJ^e King^s will is. to the fubiidy in this

** bill contained—Forafmuch as he is learned^
•« that the beleechers in the fame, their prcdc-
•* ceflbrs nor anceftors, have not been charged

"afore this time, by authority of any parlia-^

•* ment holden out of the faid county, of any
** quindifma or fubfidy, granted to him or any
** <rf* his progenitors in any fuch parliament^
•* that the befeechers and each of them be dis-

charged of the paying and levy of the faid

fubfidy, &c. &c. &c."
This petition and anfwer require no condi-

ment : they plainly recognize, that to impofe

.

taxes where the right of doing it is not dele- .

gated, was unufual and unconftitutional. The,
fame principle operated in forming a^s of the

,

legrflature for reprefentatives to be fent from
,

Wales and the county of Durham to the Eng-
lifh parliament, and on the crown to ifTue writs

«i

«(
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lb Calais for the fame purpofe, when it became
a part of the empire. It wais invariably conceiv*-

ed, that the prop^ty of Ehglifli fubjedts, con-

nected with tile general dohlinion, could not be

granted but in an aflenibiy where they were re-

prefented. Upon this principle our conftitution

manifeftly (lands > and to fubvert the one, would
in eifedt be to overthrow the other. The prac-

tice of every free flate, efpecially of England ;

the pradtice of Ireland, Chefter, Wales, and

Calais, as members of the empire ; the confti-

tution of the church, and the very nature of

property, all confpire to fhew, that this princi-

ple is the eflential right c f the fubjedt in every

part of the dominion. The right of property

is the guardian of every other right, and to de-

prive a people of this, is in fadt to deprive them
of their liberty. .1. .v -/y^v *•*»

Let me now have leave to ihew, that thefe

have been invariably the fentiments of thofe

gireat men, whom we allow to be the beft ac-

quainte4 with our conftitution, and its firmeft

defenders. •;':.> ' * : . ._ J._.,.v... \,:A''...u y^^u >?

^* I will beein," fays Sir Edward Coke, *' with
a noble record—It chears me to think of it, the

26th of Edward III. it is worthy to be written

in letters of gold—** Loans againft the will of
* * the fubjedt, are again ft reafon and the franchifes

** of the land."—What a word is thztfranchije I

The lord may tax his villain, high or Ipvyr, but
it is againft the. franchifes of the land for^if^^*

mei^ to be taxed but by their own confent*'
^'"

The reafoning of Mr. Locke is fo clear and

conclulive, and his authority fo great, that it is

E not



not ncceflary to give the words of Sidney and

Milton, whofe opinions were precifely tlie lame.
1 « The fupreme powers cannot," fays Mr.
Locke, " take from any man any part of his

property, without his own confent. For the

prefervation of property being the end of go-

vernment, and tnat from which men enter into

fociety, it neceflarily luppofes and requires that

the people fliould have property, without which
they muft be fuppofed to have loft that by en-

tering into fociety, which was the end for which
they entered into it—too grofs an abfurdity for

any man to own. Men, therefore, in fociety

having property, they have fuch a right to the

goods which by the law of the community are

theirs, that nobody hath a right to take their

fubftance, or any part of it, without their own
confent. Without this they have no property

at all : for I truly have no property in that

which another can of right take from me, when
he pleafes, without my confent. Hence, it is a

miuake to think that the fupreme or legiflative

power pf any commonwealth can do what it

will, and difpofe of the eftates of the fubjed ar-

bitrarily, or take any part of them at pleafure.***

^l It is impoflible an exprefs advocate tor America
could fpeak more explicitly to the point, and
Mr. Locke's argument is evidently found^ed oji

vhe ftatute de tallagio non concedendo, which de-

clares, that the goods of no manner of perfon

fhall be taken, without the good will and afTf^.it

pf the party to whom the goods belong ; and

* On government, fol. p. 197,
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Upon a folemn refolution of the houfe of com-
mons, which maintains that the ancient and

tmdoubted rights of every freeman are, that he
hath a full and abfolute property in his goods

and eftate, and that no tallage, loan, benevo-

lence, or other like charge, ought to be com-
manded or levied by the King, or any of his

minifters, without common confent in parlia-

ment.* I have already (hewed, that it never

was the idea that thecommon confent of America
was given in the parliament of England ; the

term did not even include the clergy, who ne-

ver were taxed in it till they were reprefented ;

and who told the commons, in the record I be-

fore cited, that they were not to be taxed there;

to which the commons alTented. The doiSlrine

was held neither novel, infolent, nor unconfli-

tutional ; and the praftice was uniform, noto-

rious, and uncontroverted.
•

"
'"' ^'

"Taking up then the American qucftion on
this conftitutional ground : either the Ame-
ricans are not freemen, or to impofe taxes upon
them in parliament, in which not one of them
is reprefented and therefore cannot give his con-

fent, is to diveft them of all property, and dif-

folvethe original compact upon which, according

to Mr. Locke, they entered into fociety. Theie
confiderationsmark the proprietyofwhatmyLord
Camden urged with fo much real eloquence in his

unanfwerable fpeech againft the declaratory bill.

" My pofition is this—I repeat it—I will main-
•** tain it to my laft hour—Taxation and repre-

Ibntation are infeparable. This pofition is

-; E 2 founded

f

4<

Com. Joam. V. i.p. 878*
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•

^* founded on the laws of nature. It is more—

.

•* it is itfelf an eternal law of nature. For
^< whatever is a man's own> is absolutely hia
^' own—-no man has a right to take it from him
*f without his confent. Whoever . attempts to

doit, attempts an injury—whoever does it,

commits a robbery ; he thrown down and

deftroys the diftindtion between liberty and
ilavery,"

;Upon thefe principles our own conflitution

{lands; upon thefe principles the American claim

is founded. If they are fallacious, then were

our own claims ufurpations upon the crown,

and the glorious revolution itfelf was nothing

inore than a fuccefsful rebellion ; Hampden,
Pym, Sidney and RufTel, than whom Greece

with all her patriots, and Rome with aU her

heroes, produced no men who trod this mortal

ilage with more dignity, or quitted it with
greater luftre, were fturdy traitors. Surely

thofe pretenfions cannot bejuft, which fo mani-
iefUy fubvert, in principle, the foundation of
our conilitutional liberties ! ' t<|iMJ -^hfli

;n' That this claim ^nd right of giving theirpfo-s

perty by their own confent, fignified by their re-

prefentatives, is not novel, but coeval with their

cxiftence as colonies, will fully appear from thQ

following proof.

r i ;ln 1620 the colony of Virginia, then in its

vieryinfancy, chofe reprefcntatives, bywhom only

they have been taxed from that time till ^764.
It was not by charter that they eftabUfticd and
enjoyed this privilege, but by the operation of
thofe rights which are inherent in Engliih-

HilMJi men,
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men, in whiitever part of the dominion they ii^-

habit. The fame plan of government was pur-

fucd in every colony in Anwriga. In truth, an
Englifhman had no idea pf any other conftitu-:

tion, and always confidered it as the bads of
public liberty.

J In 1625 king Charles the firft fignified his

intention of fubflituting a governor and coun^

cil as the kgiflature in Virginia. Upon this a
general difquietude and di^atisfadtion prevailed

through the colony. The aflembly remonftrat«?

fd againd it, as ** an alTault upon their rights

and privileges.'* In confequence of this, the

jprivy council at laft fent them a letter, dated

the aad of July, 1634, containing the royal

aiTurancc and confirmation of their ellates, trade;

freedom and privileges. Upon the diflolatton

of monarchy, the commonwealth difpatched a

governor with a fquadron to take polTeffion of
Virginia. He wa3 permitted to land upon ar«-

ticles, of which the following is one, anddecir-

tfively fhews what were their original ideas df

their rights. Articlefourth, " Virginia ' fhall

be free from all taxes, cuftoms and impofitions

whatfoever, and none (hall be impofed on them
without confent of the general affembly."

y\ The aflembly ofNew York, in i7p8,refolved,

*' That it is, andalways has heen, the unqueflion-

able right of every freeman in this colony, that

be hath a perfeft and entire property ii^' his

^oods and eftate. That the impofing.taxe^, a^d

> levying of any monies upon her majefty s fub-

je6b8 of this colony, under any pretehcc or co-

Jpur vrhatfoever, without confent in general af-

miv fembly.
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fcmbly, is a grievance, and a violation of the

people's property."*

Thus we fee, that this right of giving their

money by their own confcnt alone, has been al-

ways claimed, aflcrted, and exercifed by the

Americans ; and that the crown and parliament

as conftantly recognized the cxcrcife of it, till the

year 1764. Let the right therefore refide really

where it will, it is very clear that the novelty of

claiming it is on our fide : but if the uniform

claim and exercife ofa right, with our as uniform

recognition and acquiefcence forone hundred and

fifty years, will not render it clear and unim-
peachable, I knpw not by what lapfe of time

,

or by what circumftances, the enjoyment of any

privilege can be rendered facred and fecure. It

is plain that there was no period of their e;?ci-

ftence at which the colonies would not have re-

claimed againfi: an attempt to raife taxes upon
them witliout the confent and grant of their re-

prefentatives. With what truth then can the

prefent oppofition to it be imputed to a fpirit of
difaflTcdion, and a defire to thr©w off all de-

pendence upon the parent ftate ? That depen-
dence and fubordination would lemain the fame
that it ever was or ought to be, were the exer-

cife of this novel, odious, and unprofitable claim

difowned and abolished. There is a moil ma-
terial difference betv/een a fubjedl and a flave j

between fubordination and flavery. The Ame-
ricans are fubordinate, when we controul them,
for our own advantage in the means of ac-

quiring property; when we add to that, the

7/

^

iT
/" ^ . pradicc

.'. .
• Smith's Hiftory of l^ew York, p. 115.
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pra(flice of taking the property (6 acquired at

our pleafure, they are Haves. What right have

we, or can we have, to make them flaves ? In

my opinion we (hall lofe them as fubjedts by
attempting to hold them as flaves. Wnen that

happens we (hall be compleately undone.

There are however lome arguments againft

the pofition, that property can only be taken by
content, which are plaufible, and have had fuch

an efFedt as makes them worthy of examina-

It is faid, that a great part of the people df

England are not reprefented, and yet they are

all taxed. This is granted : but how will it

conclude to America ? Becaufe our reprefenta*

tion here is imperfedt, therefore it fhall be abo-

liflied in America—becaufe fome in England are*

taxed without their confent, therefore all in

America fhall be treated in the fame manner.

The Americans are not contending that every

man in America fhall vote for a reprefentative,

or not be taxed ; if they were, this would be a

good anfwer, '* We are ourfelves but partially

reprefented ; why fhould the fubordinate require

more fecurity than the fupreme flate ?" But to

the American queflion this argument is utterly

inapplicable. The fecurity of property, as

Mr. Locke and common reafon tell us, is the

great end of reprefentation. It is equal enbugl^

when that end is obtained. Now from the par-

ti'cipation of the ele&d and the electors with

the hon-eledlors in the taxes which are impofed,

the latter, as I before obferved, have a virtual

fecurity, which is equal to that of thofe who do

1

Si
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eIe<St : but in the cafe of the Americans there k
no fuch participation, and confcquently no fuch

virtual (ecurity ; nay, on the contrary, as

the givers of the money of the Americans (fup-

pofe them to be the Britifh houfe of commons)
iave their own property and that of their con-

ftituents exadlly in proportion to their lavifhing

that of the Americans, there is a temptation to

extortion and extravagance, and therefore a vir-

tual infecurity of property, which is overturn-

ing the very foundation of government. If,

for example, a tax is laid on Mancherter, Bir-

mingham and Sheffield, the fame is borne by

London, Briftol and York ; but let Bofton, New
York and Philadelphia be taxed, will London,
Briftol and York (hare in the burthen of the

impofition ? The real fituation of the unrepre-

fented in England, and the people of America if

fubjedt to the fame power of taxation in the

Britifh parliament, would be juft as different as

fecurity and infecurity, or right and wrong.
We are next told, that parliament being the

legiilature, its adts mufl bind in all cafes whatfo-

ever ; that no line can be drawn, and therefore

parliament has a conflitutional right to impofe
taxes.

Before parliament has conflitutional powers, it

mufl be conflitutionally formed. There is no
magic or efficient power in the word which can

give it fuch a right. Parliament mufl be in part

conflituted by the people over whom its lawshaye
fway in all cafes vvhatfoever, or elfe it is not ;a

conflitutional power. With refpe(5l to Great
Britain, it Is lb conflituted, with regard to

^ '

A * • Aiuerica,
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America, it is not ; its power therefore canhoti

or ought not, to be the fame over both countries.

The delegation of the people is the fource of
that power, mod efpecially in point of taxation.

That delegation is wanting on the part of America,

and therefore the right cannot exift. It is true

that the authority of the legiflature makes laws

for the levying money upon the fubje(fl : but

unlefs the gift be previourfy made by the repre-

fentatives of the people, there is nothing onwhich
the ajft can work : the gift muft be made firft

and diftindt ; the law comes after to prefcribe

the mode of levying it; The reprefentatives are

the fole fource of the gift, the legiflativt adt is

the completion of it ; but without a beginning

there can be no end. It is therefore a pofition

founded in the elTential principles of the conftitu-

tion, that ** the fupreme power, however it may
make laws for regulating the ftate, cannot take

the money of the people without their confent."*

The fubiidies of the clergy, and a gene-

ril pardon, will fully illuftrate this. The
houfes of the legiflature can alter nothing in

them, and yet they give their aflent to palling

them into laws. But the things themfelves on
which the laws are founded are eccentric to par-

liament; they have their motion in another

fphere : the convocation gives the one, the King
of his free grace beftows the other : the parlia-

ment gives them only the force of laws, and

may chufe in that, when they are prepared to

their hands J but with the things themfelves it

cannot meddle, to originate or modify them.

•-Ut'-i"
''' ^ ' * Locke.
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any other mode of applying the power of the le-

giflature to the levying of taxes is not conftitu-

tional, but arbitrary. It is confounding the prin-

ciples of the conflituticn inthejargcJn ofwords,

to fay that parliament, becaufe it is the fupreme

power, muft therefore have a right to impofe

taxes upon the people, whether they are repre-

fented in it or not. Such a parliament woiild

only be a plaufible and powerful inflrument of

arbitrary power. ^ f /^^ Vv^r^^v -= •<
•

I fhall clofe this queftion of right by obferv-

ing, that as the power of giving is the great fe-

curity ofour liberties, fo it is the only one which
the Americans enjoy. Deprived of this, their

fituation would be defperate. Expofed to that

jealoufy which thoufands are perpetually en-

deavouring to ftimulate againft them with-

out any power or means, but the ultimate ap-

peal, to counteract or relift its effects——they
would be at the mercy of every informer, of

every governor, minifler, and member of par-

liament. Whatever was moved againft them,
would meet with no oppofition ; whatever was
charged upon them would be received without

queftion or enquiry. They would not only be

flaves, but the moft miferable of all flaves. In

vain would they fay. What is the freedom, what
are thofa Britifh privileges to which our char-

ters have told us we are intitled ? Where are

thofe rights we have poflefled above an hundred
years, which we derived from folemn compatft,

which we have purchafed by the reftraint of our
trade, by our acquifitions under thofe reftraints

emptied into your lap as the great mart of our

pro-
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|M-oduce and* df Dwr confumptions, by fraternal

attachment and unftiaken allegiance? Thefe
were the price we paid for your friendlhip and

your protecftion : but you would now leave us

nothing to pay, nothing to be protected.

, Upon the whole of this queftion, it feems
• moid manifcft, that it is the ancient, undoubted

right of Englifh fubjedts, being freemen or free-

holders, to give their property by their own con-

ient only, Sgnified by themfelves or their repre-

fentatives—That the right ofgiving money, and

the right ofmaking laws, are and ever were fepa-

rate and diftindt; the one refiding in the reprefen-

tative, the other in the legiflative body—That
the houfe of commons claim and exercife the

fole and incommunicable right of granting the

money of the people of Great-Britain, becaufe

that houfealone reprefents them—That the houfe

of commons ought not to claim or exercife fuch

a right over the people of America, becaufe

that houfe does not reprefent them—That to

kvy taxes upon the people of America, by the

authority of the Britifh parliament, in which
they are not reprefented, is unconflitutional

;

deprives them of the right of Englifhmen, and

^reduces them to a ftate of abfolute villanage. r.
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From the confideration of the right, we come
next to that of the policy of railing a revenue in

America by the Britifh parliament* '; . . ',
. / v

^'

Is itpradlicable ?—Is it profitable ? Upon thefe

points the policy niuft turn. To raife a revenue

upon a diflant and difperfed people univerfally in

oppolition to it, by an authority, queftionable at;

leaJd upon the foundefl principles of the confti-

tution, and in fad: denied Is this practica-

ble? ** Oh, certainly," fays an advocate for this

mode of government, '* have vre not a fuperior

fprce, have we not fleets and armies to compel
their obedience ?'* Be it fo But will the re-?

venue pay the expcnce of this collection ? If it

will not, how is it to be profitable ? One hun-r

dred thoufand pounds per annum is the utmofl

that the mofl extravagant imagination ever ex-^

pedled from the taxation of America. Ten fhips

2ind as many regiments have not collected a twen-?

tieth part of it : double your force, and fuppofe

it to collect the whole 5 your expence will at

leaft treble your coUedlion. My fuppofitions are

extravagantlyfavourable to the coerfive fide of the

queftion, and yet the conclufion is inevitably

againft it. Are thefe ways and means to anfwer

the demands of a nation, finking, as it is faid;,

^nder its debt and its eflablifhment ?

But let us give this dodrine of force and
of coertion its utmofl ef3^e6l. Let us fuppofe,

that under a conviction of their inability to re- ,

fifl the whole force of Great Britain in a time i

of profound peace, every colony, every afTem- ;

bly, were to acknowledge your right, and pro-t \

piife implicit obedience, could you truft this.
'

'« '(j;;..* sJ
acqui-
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acquiefcence ? Could any man be fo weak as

not to perceive, that they were referving their

refiftance, till the time of war and the neceffaiy

avocation of our force (hould enfure its fucceis I

Is there any man in his fenfes, who can fc-

rioufly imagine we (hall remain in peace for

five years. Three young monarchs upon the
principal thrones ofEurope ; two 6ld ones look-*

ing with hatred atid revenge againfl: u$. Is thia

a flate in which a continuance of peace is to be
expedled ? To give the advocates then for cotii«-*

puliion their utmoft wifh, what is it but to
obtain an uncertain advantage for fome years^

at the hazard of our ruin or humiliation for

ever after ? Let any man who has the leaft ideft

of the difficulties of conducting a war againil

the houfe of Bourbon and its allies, inform us,

what wifdom, what refources could fave this

country from ruin, if in the emergency of fiich

a war ourAmerica^* colonies fhould unanimoufly

revolt from all obedience, and rejed all cOm«
merce with us. Who is it that thinks we could

furvive fuch a ftroke ? And yet this coercive

policy is rendering it inevitable as fate.

Of the difpofition of the Americans to refift

our authority, as of late extended^ which they

think utterly unjufl, there cannot be a doubt.

If they fufpend the efforts of that difpofition, it

can only be in their wifdom, to watch the moft
favourable moment. That of our being hard

prefled in war is plainly fuch. The moft dan-

gerous condu<ft, therefore, for us, would be
their acquiefccnce ; yet we (hould certainly fee

jche ideots who are conducting thcfe meafures,

triumph

!3
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triumph upon the receipt of fuch accounts from
America. Lord North would be held up as the

wifeft and the mod fpirited minifler that ever

exiftedy and he would fnuif up the incenfe of

this adulation* in the very fincerity of his va-

nity and folly. But it is neither Lord North
nor his flatterers who will (land forth when the

ilorm rages» to fhield us from the ruin their

Wantofwifdomandofjuflicewill bring upon us.

o: We have feen what would be the probable

consequence of an acquiefcence on the part of
America, how dangerous, how fatal to us. Let
ys take another view of it. Let us fuppofe

the Americans determined to refifl our attempts

to impofe upon them this tribute. It will be
inconfiflent with our dignity to retra<^. The
^ifdom, thejuflice, the utility of perfevering-—

thefe are all out of the queftion. Lord North
yriU have America at his feet. They are his

i?ery words. Who fays Lord North is not -jl

l}oldrpeakingminiO:er? To gratify him, let us

iee if wecan compel the Americans to abfolute

obpdience—How wecan is doubtful —that we
cannot, without ruining ourfelves* is certain,

I acknowledge, I admire, even to enthuGafm*

the; bravery of our troops ; what men can do,

they will do : but in a country furnifhed with

f^^^fiefres and de61es without number, intimately

known to the enemy you are to combat, where
dircipline is unavailing or embarrafTing, and
valour uielefs ; it requires more than humaa
jjQwer to fucceed to any permanent purpofe.

^ Cod forbid that the bravery of fuch troops as

^eEngli(b, (houldbe fo vainly, fo fatally em-

'¥}*..•^ i ployed.
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ployed. Let us fuppofe it true, as fome VJiirt-i

glorious military men have vaunted^ that with
four regiments you might march from one end
of the continent to the other—What would
this exploit avail you ? The moment you quit

one province for another, the commotions your
prefence fuppreffed will revive. When you
have marched thro*, you will have to march
back again . But fuch bravadoes are contempti-

ble. The man who is moft forward to advifc,

is lead fit to execute fuch arduous enterprifes.

Nor would the execution anfwer any other pur-
pofe,butthat of pluming an individual at the ex-

pence of his country. They who remember
the fatal overthrow of Braddoc by a few Indians

in ambufh, an overthrow incurred by the very

difcipline in which he vainly put his truft, will

be apt to doubt the facility of reducing the co-

lonies by military force. They who refledl:,

that the united aid and efiorts of all the coIo*

nies were neceflary to give fuccefs to our arms
in the late war againft the Canadians, will be
ilill more doubtful of this expedient. Difficult

however as the reduction of our colonies may
be, the preferving them in obedience to fuch a

government would be infinitely more impradli-

cable. But in the mean time, while our troops

are employed in flaughtering the Americans,

who is to cultivate the lands in America i Who
is to furnifh the grofs materials of our comf-

merce with them ? Who is to confume the

manufactures, and maintain the manufaditurers

to whom that commerce was daily br6ad ? The
)vife miniilers who planned thefe m6afure$ have

jvy ^rely
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furely provided for this. The neceflity of fiich

foreiight could not pofTibly cfcape them. But
what that provifion will be, pafTes my under-

ftanding. I am» however^ much afraid it^wlll

not be quite fubdantial enough to feed niim-

bcrs who will be neceffarily idle.

I The naval ftores, the iron, the indigo, the

tobacco, the flax feed, which the labour of thd

Americans furniflies us j are we able to fubfift

without them, or to procure them from otfeci*

nations ? Have we forge* the humiliating term^

to which Sweden attempted to reduce us ?

Our recourfe then was to America. She fup-t

plied us, and removed that dependence, which
would otherwife have left us at the mercy of

foreign nations. When our wife meafures have

flopped up the American channel of fupply^

what wiU fhield us from the exorbitancy of

Sweden and Ruflia * ? Naval ftores are ne^

ceflaries ; if we reftore the monopoly of themi •

we muft take the coniequences of our folly^

Until South Carolina and Georgia fupplied us

with indigo, we paid annually t6 our enemies,

the French, 2co,ooo/. in fpccie,for this articlfe,

fo eflential to the exillcnce of a variety of im-
portant manufadtures. We offered a bounty
upon it. The Americans fupplied us not only

-
^ In 1718 the Ruffians and Swedes agreed not to fufFer Great

BHtai'n to export any naval ftores from their dominions but in

Kufiiap and Swediih bottoms, and at their own price. Gtaat
Britain was diflrefTed. Pitch and tar rofe to 3/. per barrel. In
thii emergency, a bounty was offered on thofe articles from thf!

colonies, itfacceeded. Thefe articles fell to 15^. ar.d we were
relieve^ from thqfe exorbitant demands! which will, without
doubt, be revived when we are fooliih enough to commence bof-

tiJltfes agtiiOl thofe who Relieved us. -^J ^^<> t^V ^t'- V/^"^

i4i**i|/i . , -t > . for
X

il^af •J-'!

f
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for our own confumptionj but for foreign mar-
kets.* Iriflead of fpecie, they take in return

bur niariufadiifes, loaded with all our taxes.

If the policy which encouraged this commerce
was wife, that which flops it mufl be foolifli.

The duty upon tobacco brings into the re-

vehue ai leafl 400,000 1. per anrMm. By what
\vays arid riicans will this deficiency be fupplied ?

The profit to this kingdom, upon the confine-

ment of this article alone to the ports of Great

Britain, and the returns for it in Britidi manufac-
tures and merchandize, amounts, at the lowefl

Comdutattion, to half a million yearly, exclufive

of the diity. I fliall be glad to know how
this lofs will be compenfated. I will not enter

into the thoufand little flreams of our Ameri-
can comrtierce, which all combined form a

noble river, that nourifl^ies the navy, the manu-
fadlures, the fields of England ; and maintains

her upon that eminence of grandeur and glory,

to which fhe is exalted. The value of the whole

is incomputable. But I fhall not think the de-

tail neceflary, till I fee it rendered probable that

this extorted Anierican revenue will reimburfe

tis for the lofs of any one of thefe articles, in-

digo, tobacco, or navij ftores.

Upon the fuppofition then, that in confequencc

ofthe msafiires we have lately adopted, unexam-

pled iri their Hgour, unexampled in the violence

and injuftice with which they wei'e condu(5ted,

America fhould be driven into real refinance f

wh^t will be the (ionfequence ? Our commerce,

Gur navy, our revenue, our trade, oiir manufac-

-70

1

G tures,

See Anderfon's Dl£l. of Commerce,
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turcs, will receive Jinmediatdy a dangerous, if

not a fatal blow. But we fliall be avenged

!

Our disciplined troops will put them to the

I'word, and deftroy their plantations; our navy

will burn their cities and their trading vcflels.

Alas, thefe would be fatal vidtories ! 1 hefe are

the men whole induftry and labour fumifh the

materials of our beft commerce, the fupply of

whofe confumption gives life to our manufac-

tures ; thefe are the plantations, the harvcfts

of which we ultimately reap : thefe are the

cities which are the refervoirs of an infinity of
ftreams of trade, the profits of which are at

lall emptied into the lap of Great Britain.

Were thefe men, thefe plantations, thefe civics

trebled, the profits would centre in Great Bri-

tain, and add fo much more to her ftrength

and opulence. To diminifh, to deftroy them—
it is mifchief irreparable, it is madnefs in the

extreme ; yet it is the inevitable confequence of
the whole fyftem of American meafures> fince

the prefent reign.

We have thus feen the probable ifilie of hoftilc

meafures towards America. If we fiicceed, we
are ruined. If we do not fucceed—if by thofe

extraordinary exertions which have often pro-

ceeded from people contending for their liberties,

or by any of thofe accidents which have fre-

quently decided the fate of battles and of em-
pires, taking the vidtory from the ftrong and
the race from the fwift, we ihould be repulfed,

to what a ilate of hrnniliation ihall we b^ re-

duced ! Such is the infuperable abfurdity of the

meafure,
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meafure, that whether vidtors or vanqnifhed,

we are fure of being fufFerers.

I have not faid a word about the intervention

of other powers. Our wife minifters will tell

U8, this is improbable. There is not a part of

the world upon which France looks with a

more attentive eye than upon America. There
is not the fmalleft event, relative to our pro-

ceedings towards the colonies, of which they

are not; minutely informed. If they Ihould be

idle fpedtators of fuch a conteft, it would be

one oif the moil extraordinary events that ever

happened. No folly, lefs blind than that which
formed tlieie meafures againft America, would
hazard fuch a fuppofition. Whatever pacific

appearances a foolifh minifter may hold out in

the King's /peech> the French arc in fadt put-

ting themfelves into a pofture, which might
well make the firmeft Englifhman tremble for

the event, even if we were perfectly united.

In every view of our proceedings againft

America/ we fee them unwife, perilous,

and unprofitable. If paffion and prejudice

have not totally taken place of reafon and

enquiry, let the planners of this fyftem fliew

us what they rationally expedt from it. The
moft confidential men have repeatedly declared,

in both houfes of parliament, that a revenue

is not the objed. Lord Mansfield will not

deny his declaration at leaft, and there is an

hoft in him. In truth j whether this was meant

in good faith or not, it is moft veritable. No
adequate revenue will ever be obtained from

thence by forcible means. ^ '• ' ^ ''^- ix"??

G 2 To

i]
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'» To what purpofe then are we hazarding fb

^eat a flake as the cominerce of this kingdom
andiihe peace of. America ? Is'it that the Whig
principles are odious at court ? lEitthatthcfpi-

rit of the revolution/ which animates them, is

hateful to every man who has abandoned the once

loved Cocoa-tree, for the novir aufpicious clofet ?

—Is it that a ferious fyftem of ilavcry has af-

cended the back flairs, the iirfl line of which is

to fubjugate America ? One would be very apt

to fufpecl this, had we not the royal affuranoe

that his majefly has no interefl, can have no^ in-

terefl, feparate from that of his people. A fyf-

tem offlavery can never be the intereft of his

people : but a little Popery, a little arbitrary

power, French law, French religion, French-

government, and in America only—there can be

jao harm in that; there is no wind can blow
them over to England ; and if fuch an accident

Ihould happen, there will be honell men enough
found to perfuade us there is no harm in that

either, hfalfe alarms or an anfwer ta gaerm,

v^dll dp the bufinefs. One is always happy to

fee declarations fo well fupported by actions

;

and if it were poffible to doubt the fmcerity of
the royal word, the Quebec bill, would make
us blufli at our fufpicions.^ f-t'^-'h -ruo ^rn 719

- :t The people are interefled ; it is tothem I fpefeik.

There is no feeling for their interefls either in

the cabinet or in parliament ; their reprefentatives

facrifice every thing to their own pride and profit

;

. it now ($n\y remains with them, as the l4ft re-

fourcei to inful on their reprefentatives procuring

1^: retraction of thofe fooliili and arbitrary mea^
fure^
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fures which have thrown all America into con»

fufion, and threaten the utter ruin of the mod
valuable commerce we pofTefs. The taxation

of America may provide places and penfions

for the tools $ind dependants of a minifler ; but

it never can relieve our national diflreffes, nor

even compenfate for the expence of carrying it

into execution. The produce of American la-

bour is fpent in Briti(h manufadures ; the ba-

lance of trade is greatly againd them; whatever

you take diredtly in taxes, is in eiFedt taken from
your own commerce. If the minifter feizes the

money with which the American (hould pay
his debts and come to market, the merchant
and the trader cannot expedt him as a cuf-

tomer ; nor can the debts already contra^ed
be paid. This is cutting up commerce by
the roots : it is like the folly of a young man
who takes from the principal of his eftate to

fupply his wants; we know in his cafe that

;fuch a pradtice will prove his ruin. Thecom*
merce of this kingdom is to the flate what the

principal of his fortune is to a private man. The
fame condud: leads to the fame end. Suppofe
we obtained from America a million inftead of

an hundred thoufand pounds, it would be fup-

plying our prefent exigences by the future ruin

oi our commerce. Mothing can be more ob-

vious. What is it then that can make us per-

fevere in a meafure, the very fuccefs of v^hich

ffiuil be our ruin ? -^ * ^-^ -jirfb 'Jr^^:> t-nthy^:

-w^We are told, however, that the Americans

pay no ta^tes^ while ours are very heavy 9 and
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that as they equally enjpy prptedlon, they ought

^ contribute their proportion to ,$h« expence.

"V^ut the qucftipa is not w/je^Mr, the Ameri-
p^ns (hall contribute, but hew they ^all con**

tribute F Whether they (liaJl be t^xed by their

ow^ reprefentatives or by o^r$ ? They contri**

bpted during the war« butitws^ by their own
aQfmblies ) the proof of this is frpoo the records

of the houfe of commons itfelf. The'foUowittg

ia^ copy of a meffage from his majedy to the

hffijjk 01 commons* repeated for four feiHoni • *

I

'
' '•

f 4

pie Jovis 26** jiprilist anno 32^ Ceorgnficundi

hft»?«snHj)WP. ^^&^h 1759* 1: vi«i*^iJti'''^>-'0»

^eorgeRex.
,
>{;.;! ulT

tv . His majefty being fenfible of the a<fliire

zeal and vigour with which his faithful fubjedts

of North America have exerted themfelves, in

defence of his majedy's jufl rights aud pciiTef-

ii,onSy recommends it to this houfe to take the

iame into con(ideration» ^nd to enable his ma-
jefly to give them a proper compenfation for

^eexpences incurred by therefpedive provinces,

in the levying* cloathing and pay of the troops

raifed by the fame* according as the adtive vi-

gour and ilrenuous efforts of the refpedtive pro-

vinces fl^all juftly appear to merit. .,^.

?.nu'.:i

^ This was in the good days of George the Se-

€9odu There was no junto, no back flairs bu«

fiftcft then; a Whig King and Whig miniftcr,

Ijpieaking to a Whig people, A King who did

not

H "A a H A
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^

not profefs that he had no intereft dlAinft: from
that of his people, but made them read it in h}8

anions : a King yho had too niuch dignity' to

deceive his people; too much honour to contri^
the ruin of their liberties. The ffftem then was
to a/k the aid of the people i the lyd^m now is,

to command it. The Americans, we fee, coi^
tribated then with zeal and vigour ; the event

will (hew whether the new fyftem is calculateid

to inflame their zeal and encreafe their ardour.

Lee us however remcmber,inthemean time,what
credit thofe minifterial tools deferve, who have
fo confidently aHirmedy that the Americans did

not contribute to the expences of the late war.

The following is the number of troops rail^

ed by each colony during the late war.

^^^^Maflachufeus Bay
"

. Hhodcliland
,

^^^ Oonne<$licat
-*

»nrrNcw York • *''i

xq) Ncv/Jerfey *tM>

P^nnfylvanU -, i,r/v
'^ Virginja
''^q^ Carolina

.*t

'If,

dooo
7000

''''^'
260a
1000

1500
1 20a
2000 »

•^'i?t>f!i

*-' '?

fr^fi'

Total

i>aoft

23,8co
• .%,i7r v'*.ij .'i*iil ir-*:>nr

'

With equal truth is it faid, that the Ameri-

cans pay no taxes. I will give an eftimate of

the taxes, both internal and external, paid byithe

cplpuy of Virginia, with the income and «i2fr-

pence of the colony, and the balance will ftew

their ability^, tg bear addUiQnaUa^ppritioi^i^ijst^J:

'on

E X P E N C E,
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^U rents — U- -

faipoftoa tobacco -^-^^ jcooniliio^i^^'^. ii« \^>

Tpo^age on ^ippitng. — 560Q* . ,7tijini:up oil^

Biitifli manufaaurcs, one third ^^j viniaupilno^ bii^
Of whichi according to thef > *

vnrl
Britifli writers, arifes from ^ ^3-"^*

1 various taxes — — 860,000 ^J.Oiiq ofi i

Pole ux, lahd ta*, wheel tax, .> iHffoii 3fli lo OilO

&c-.J^',7 — lOOiOoo
I ^j iijii3iiiA

From ib^acco being reftrifted to ^ .\ \

the ports of Great Britain 100,000 ^^^i^^^i to Iflgn

Cammiifion on the faleof the ujqoiqrru fidi

•^tobacco — -r 120,000 ; .-jlqosq -gauox

VGROSS PRODUCE.
Prom tobacco —
Lumbet, corn, grain and provi-

..-%•

i^ '" 66o,ood fi*^

Total 1,140,000

—
, 300,000

^ It appears from this eftimatey that a iiintH

part of the grofs produce of the colony is paid

for internal taxes—that as much is facrificed to

the a<fts of navigation, which reflricft their trade

tp thi& country for our benefit-*-that a fun»^

almoft equal to the whole, is expended in Eiritiih

manufadures and merchandize, which leaves

the colony in debt, annually, 180,000/. The'

vaft profits which the BritiHi merchants make
upon this commerce, enable them to afford this

* Thefe three Aims» amounting to 20,000/. together with
the qdit rents in the other North American colonies, and the

daty of 4^ fir tent, on all the produce of the Weft India ifland^s,

except Jamaica, amounting annually, at the loweft computatieft,'

to ico,ooo/. are paid to the crown, and never accounted igrtQ.
parliament. Before any farther aid Can with propriety be aflc^d

of our American brethren, Ihoold we not fliew them that this .

iC0|000/. is really applied to the exigencies of the liate.

^* '

*^'^
credit^
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idredit ; which, when it fifes to an extreme, is

reduced by greater ftugality in the planter,, or
by an extraordinarily favourable year increafing

the quantity, qilality, or price of his prodticC|^

and confequently the grbfs income of the c6^

The public will jddge, froih this (ituation of
one of the richeft colonies, of the ability of
America to bear additional taxes. Were the
right of impofing them ever fo unqueftionable,

the impropriety of it would be nlanifeft. A'
young pebple, loaded with ah endrmOus debt of
fix millions, with the balance of trade annually

again ft them, arifing entirely from the reftric*

tions we impofe upon their trade; are iiot fit ob«
jedtjs df additional taxation. Were thefe circuih-

ftances reverfed, there would be fome propriety

in applying to them for relief from the load of
ournational debt and eftabliihment: but as itis.

Were they ever fo little inclined to queftion your i

rights: or to refift the impoiition of taxes^ thtt^

confeqaenccofimpofing them would be ruinousj

the inhabitants finding it impofiible to Hv6 ift'

fuch ciicumftances Would retire back in troops, >

as our own are now emigrating from Great ^

Britain and Ireland. Remote from the Tea coafV^

'

they would live entirely within themfelves, . re* ^

linquifhing all commerce with the mother cottii¥'

try, and bidding defiance equally to the mer-
chant for his debt, and the crown for its tastes.

,

Thefe meafures being prompted by ncceflity

would be irreiiftible : they would leave usa^
depopulated frontier to tyrannize over ; and for ,

this you woul^ have facrificed a valuable and

H -;"^^^'"i^'^"" growing m
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growing commerce, ^yilth all the ftrength and
JJ..14 \yluch we haye received from the adtive zeal

jyid vigorous efforts of an affectionate, induftri-

ous, loyal people. Were I an enemy to Great

Britain, I would promote this very (yfleni, to

hiimhle, to overthrow her. Nothing operates

liije. i^epeffity : no human, wiljdom or yirtuc

ca[n p;:oduce equal efFedts. Perfcvere in tbefc

i^fauires, and you will create that neceffity,

which vv ill effect the independence of America
beyond the operation of policy or perfuafioh.

lyien pay too dear for their want of provi-

denp^i and find too late, that the neglcdt

of iuftice is an infallible undermining, how
undifcerned foever, of that fecurity which
tjieir policy would raife for themfelves, in the

plifqe of that which wifdom and juftice had
*f provided for them." Lord Clarendon.* 'inan

How then are we to avert thefe evils ? How
are^ we to regain the confidence of America, and

t^e coEnmqrce of Great Britain ? Nothing more
eaiy. Recall your fleets and armies ; recall ybur

comn^iflipners 5 repeal your ufelefs, your ob-

np^^ious laws; reflore the eftablilhment of

America to what it was at the conclufion of the

late war ; ce^e to hold out rewards, as if in the

public gazette, for fraud and imppfition. The
Barn?rds, the Hutchinfons, the Olivers, will

without end make fuch credulity the ruinous

inftruaients of their revenge, avarice and am-
bition. Such men never want the fpecious pre-

text of loyalty and order, to cover their inte-

reil<;d views. *v.^,fi ~ "^" ,,*-^^i»v/ Ahi
rinwoq hriBlL gut

* The late refolves of the American congrefs will fornini the

fatreft ground for reconciliation.



' But S \yill be, feidj that to reti-afi wotild l>fe

to i-efign our authorjgty over oUr c6lortie§.

What:——had wq no autl>ority over America
till the year 1764^ when thefe meafufes com-'

menccd ? , W^s no revenue coUedled, no adls bf

parliament obeyed, no Supreme power ^xercilbd:

or gcicapwJecJged tijl the ftamp-ad? Was that

ad founded upon any complaint of thi§ kiAd ?
^

The fadJt is fo far the reverfe, that the reventie

oHicers remitted more money home before, than

fince that ad:; the laws of trade were much
better obeyed ; nor was our ftipreme controuling

power queftioned or oppofcd. If thefe poUtibns

are not true, let thofe who advife thefe Aftie-

rican meafures, produce, if they can, any au-

thentic evidence to refute them. I will refei" to

fome of thofe laws, which, in out foyereignty,

we made for America, and which, in their

relu6tance to difpute with us, they obeyed.

In tlae reflridlion of their trade and manufac-

tures, the exercife of our power was wafitoiily

oppreffive ; yet until we pafTed that lirte, and at-

tempted to take their money from them Withbut

their confent, that is, to make them the nioft

abje<3: ijaves, we hear of no petitiofis, rerfioii-

ftrances, aiid affociations againft ouf ads. The
fentiments of America, upon this quef?ion, afe

exa<aiy fimilar, and ought to be equally re-

fped:ed with thofe of our anceftors in the cafe

of ihip-money. I will give them in the v^ci'dr,

of Mr. Hume. <« The amount of the whole

tax was very moderate, little exceeding twenty

thoufand pounds—It was diftributed upon the

.people withjuftice and equality, and the mo-
H 2 ,,^.,,, ; _ncy.
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jiey, honour and ^y^ntagc;
, p£ the kingdom

5

'jret all thefc circiinafljaiices could nflt reconcile

the people to the i?ppo(itioni. It was entirely

^^^irbitrary. By the fapie right any ^ther tax
^ might be irnpofed, and mex\ efteemed a power-
^ fiil fleet, tho* very defirable, but a poor rccom-

pence for all ^heir liberties," Hift. of Eng.
• V. V. p. 210. In proof of what I have faid,

J will recite fome of the moft grievous exer-

tions of our fupreme authority to \yhich they

fubmitted, ^ -- . ,,, .tf,? >f(t moi^
"^ Firft, The prohibition from piaking fteel„or

erecting fleel furnaces. This was the more fc-

^ere, as it facrificed all America to five or fix

perfons in England, engaged in this nfianufac-

ture, who are fo far from being able to fupply

the market, that confiderable quantities are yearfr

Jy imported from Germany.
' Secondly, Obliging them to land the Spanish

' and Portugal wines and fruit, which they im*-

port, in England, fubjedt to high duties and
heavy charges for re-fhipping. This reftric*

iion not only grievoufly enhances the price of
thefe neceffary articles, but expofes their vef-

fels to the danger and expence of an additional

voyage of 1000 miles, in a boifterous fea, in

time of peace; and in time of war„ to, an adr.

vanced infurance of 25 /?^r r^/;^ ,, \^, y)al unb
Thirdly, The reilraint laid on the fale of hats,,

and the prohibition of exporting them. In con*(

fequence of this, an inhabitant of one province

^ar^hot buy a hat from his neighbour, beings
hatter, in the other; but muftfend 3000 mUes
fpr it, at three times the price, fpr th^ benefit

10
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of our manufaftures. Is this no facrlfice on the

part of America ? No advantage on ours ? ^^^
Fourthly, They are not fliiFered to eredt plating

or lliting mills, or tilt hammers. Thus though
iron is the produce of their own country, they

inuft fend it to England, and pay us for manu-
faduring it, before they are fuifered to avail

thcmfelves of thofe advantages which God has

given them. Nails, hoes, ploughs, axes, Sec.

they are under the greateft neceffity of ufing,

from the nature of their country, in great quan-
tities j yet they are obliged to take fuch as ,wc

pleafe to give them, at our own price, loaded

with our taxes, and the charges of double

freight, commiffions, &c.
^^^.7/ ,':^-:ui

'.

,Fifthly, They are prohibited from carrying

wool, or any kind of woollen goods made ii|

one colony, to another. A iingle fleece of

wool or a dozen of home-made hofe carriedfrom
one colony to another, is not only forfeited, but

fubjeifts the velTel if conveyed by water, or the

waggon and horfes, if by land, to a feizure, and

the owner to a heavy fine, t\ ^^ ^^^*-

Sixthly, The Americans are not permitted to

carry logwood to any foreign market, without

previoully bringing it to fome Britifh port, to

land and re-fhip it, at a great rifque, expence,

and lofs of time. ^ r r

I will not trouble the reader with more, in-

ftances, though there are many. Thefe are am-
ply fu fliclent to fliew what authority we had.

over them, and how rigoroufly we exercifed it—^

;

how much to pur own advantage, and to their -

lofs* When we have deftroyed the Americans,

iu or
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or diflblved by our inJMiticie ^ni extortion their

CQiine^ipn with us, where is h we fh^l find,

aj^pther people whom we may thus make the

inftruments ofour manufadtures and commerce h
Where is it we can fecure a monopoly of the.

grois article, and of its confumption when m^^.

jflufa^ured ? It is plain from thefe very reftrit,^

,

tions that America is capable of manufa6:urii^g

.

for herfelf$ there is no doubt but that a little

time would enable her to fupply other nations,

'tho defifting from this, confining themfelvcs

to the culture of raw materials, and confuming,

our nianufadhires loaded with every charge, tax

and inapofition, is the price they paid for the pro^

tedtion we gave them. We exad:ed it rigorouflyi

yet they paid it willingly ; fevere as the reftraints

werp, they flourifhed under them, and therefore

did not complain. But when we affumed a

greater power ; when, not content with reftrain-

ing their acquifitions, we began to take from
them at our pleafure what they acquired under

thofe reftraints j this was a fyftem of fuch glar-

ing injuftice that they could not fubmit to it r

it was a fyftem that left them nothing they

coiild call their own. What incitement could

any man in America have to be induftrious or

acquire property, when a houfe of commons,
diftant, unknown to him, unconnedted with
hi^, uneledted by him, not fharirig in the tax

they impofed, or rather faving their own as they

laviflied his property, might difpofe of it as they

pleafedr without his confent or participation, or

thofe of any one deputed by him. , tvi
^' 'bA

•H^dr'r-'''-^^^'
'-"" - '
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Nor were we content with this, we fub-

je6fed all their property to the judgment of a
iid^le judge of admiralty, without the inter-

verition of a jury ; a Jiid'ge appointed by the

King, ftibfiiling at his pleafurc, yet determin-

ing betwecin the King and the fubjedt, afid

payable out of the forfeitures which his judg-.

merit againft the fubjedt {hould produce, ft is

ncit in human wickednefs and injuilice to devife

more infallible means of perverting juftice and
rendering property infecure. And that this mloSt

arbitrary meafure, might be executed in the

mbft odious manner, thofe men were app'oifi^cd

t64hefe offices who had fignalized themfelVes,

"

not by their abilities and virtue, but by being

infahious fticklers againft their country. Let

us contemplate for a moment the effedt of this

eftablifhment of vice-admiralty courts. The?^

law gives thecuftom-houfe officer the option at
carrying his feizure into any one of the four

cdtirts appointed for all America. Tie officer

makes his feizure in Penfacola, and libels in the

court at Hallifax, which is more than two thou-

fand miles diftant ; the owner muft be at the

cxpence of going thither, muftfubmit his pro-

perty to the arbitration of fuch a judge, and

whether the decifion be for or againft him, he

can have no retribution for his expenccs, or for

the delay, or for the damage his cargo may have'

received. The law has made the judgc'^ certi-

ficate a protection to the officer agi^inft an ai^ioh*

of damages. ^"^'J'*" h^i^j^^' /^iy-*\i^f^\''ii^ '
^jikivw

•

'It fcenied, however, that the opp/effibii of
,

Anv^rica was not yet fufficiently fcvere"; all'

•V'i their

HI
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their judges were therefore rendered dependent

upon the crown for their falaries and their places^

'the lives and liberties as well as the property of

the people were to be at the mercy ofthe crown.

To make the fyftem compleat, their governors

were rendered as abfolute as the Spanilh Vice-

roys. In fine, to convince them that they were
doomed to experience the lafl exertion of arbi-

trary power, a military force was fent to execute

this fyftem. ,v

After all thefe injuries and infults, we are fur-

prized that the Americans (hould be difcon*

tented I We think it extraordinary that they

fhould deftroy the tea fent on purpofib to com-
pel the payment of a duty fo impofed ! It is an

injury to private property : but who offered the

firft injury to private property ? Who was it

that claimed and exercifed a right to difpofe of

all the property in America at their pleafure I

The Britifh houfe of commons. A fet of men
affembled at Weftminfter, who have juft as

much right to difpofe of property in America
as the Divan at Con flan tinople has in England^

This was the firft interruption of that harmo-
;

ny which fubfifted between the two countries
s,

a harmony under which the commerce and
manufadtures of this country fo eminently

profpered. The Americans were not the a-

grcfTors : they received the news of the intend-

ed ftamp-a<5t with aftonilhment $ it was fome
time before they could believe it poffible, that

a parliament which they regarded with refped:

could be guilty of fuch an outrage againft their

rights ; that a houfe of commons, who exifted

.^ ». - ** only
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dnty Byit^ ilci^ioh of Oic peopjfe of EngUndj /
wko would not fufFeir any other branch of the i

legiflifure to touch the property of the p^ppte^.

bee'aiife iliey o'lily are dfeputed by theqf^-ihould

feri6ufiy refdlve that it might be juft ami ^xpe«
diedt forihem to give aiid grant the property o^
the jSebpie of An^erica. One reads» to this mo*
mentyfiicB arefolution with amixtureof aftooifli^

iiiienfand ridicule. Had they refolved that it would
be ji!(^ and propei* for that houfe to turn 41 thciq
whitfe peopld in Americ?. into blacksi it would ii

not toi^e been mofe ridiculous. For God's fake, ii?

whieilce did* they derive the right of giving the ?q

property of the people of America? Did that ni

people ever delegate to them fuch a right ? Can in

facn a right exift without the delegation of the..di

Community towhom the property belongs ? Ytt :h

from this aBfurd fdfblution we proceeded to afts IT
which have alienated and inffamed all America, ue.

Are the Americans to blame for all this ? Are
they culpable for the confequences ? Are we to

put fife III a man's hand ana punifh him for ex->.

preflmg a fenfe of pain and endeavouring to rc-

jedt it.
' Are the Americans divefted of the feel-

ings of humanity ? If they are not, the things

which are calculated to rouze and irritate thole

rn

sni

..nq

feelings, mufl have their cfFedts. .. .., ? v >.ii : uoi\:>i§

In thefe circumftances, the tea was deflroyei b^

at Boftoji by perfons unknown. Without en- :nn

quiririff after the guilty, witliout evidence, with*-

out a hci'arirtg, (their agent refufed a hearing,

upon a quibble which would have diigraced the

Old flailey) we proceed to punifli the town of
'^"'

r Boilon

,q G

kin

'V;r.>'
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Boilon, to a thou&nd tlm^gt tbp .amoxu^t pjf the

daiii«ge fuftained. ,;»->.,
But this was not enough ; i« violation of

i
the

royal faith, we alter their charter, without any

adt of forfeiture even pretended. Their juries^

who were chofen by lot, and therefore as far as

human precaution could effed:, were rendered

impartial, we have diredled to be returned by
the fheriff, who is a creature of the governor's

appointment ; and thus a way is found out to

have the lives, liberties and property of the peo-

ple at the mercy of the crown, under the form
of law, by pack'd juries, as well a? depei^dent

judges. Thefe are the meafures which are to

calm the commotions of America, and reftore

the harmony we have interrupted. Yet after

all thefe proceedings, calculated to exafperate

and inflame the Americans, and to convince

them that we have neither juftice nor wifdom to

guide us, the men v^^ho have been infirumental

in all this are gravely told, that the ** ten>per

and firmnefe with which they have adled, will

enfure fuccefs"—and that a bill for eflablifhing

popery and arbitrary government in America
** is founded upon the cleareft principles of hu-
manity and juftice." On any other occafion

one would have been tempted to think this was
faid to ridicule them -, let it have been meant as

it will, fuch praife is the fevereft fatire. jfrj^t

Spirit of the Steuarts, look down and wonder f

This (ingle tranfadlion will put all your merits

to the blufh !

your

Every ftep we have taken refpefting America
for ten years paft, has been repugnant the
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p'aAice of our anceftors. It was their policy

to conciliate the people, and fecure their com-
merce to Great Britain. Our fyflem has been
to alienate and irritate them. We have made
it a public virtue in America to difcontinue all

commerce with us, and to encourage fmug-
gling. We (hall attempt, perhaps too late, tore-

turn to the wifdom of former times. If there

were any defeats in the American conftitutions,

we have not taken the proper fteps to redlify

them. «* Time only, and long experience," fays

Sully, ** can bring remedies to the defefts in a ftate

whofe form is already determined^ and this ought
alv^ys to be attempted, with a view to the plan

of its original conftitution : this is fo certain,

that whenever we fee a ftate conducted by mea-
fures contrary to thofe made ufe of in its foun-

dation, we may be aflured a great revolution is

at hand."* •^ri »»v/m .'»-Kii?tt«:ti hhr

The American conftitutions were modelled

upon that of England. We have began the

reformation : but the taxing the people without

their being reprefented—the depriving them of

all influence in the government—the abolition

of juries in part, and rendering the reft liable

to be pack'd by the crown officers—the making
their judges dependent, and their governors ab-

folute—the impowering cuftom-houfe officers,

at their pleafure, to break open a man's doors,

cabinets, chefts, &c. rendering his houle no

longer his caftle of prote(flion—thefe are the

refohnations we have attempted in America.

i. ,:yrJB'i:no''i ^ .' .1 i '. I 2 ^ »M»;.,Kt -'^They

•fh, oJ »m.Ji^Uo^ f M«mcirs, V. 2. •I'-.-.miv.i ivi
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They are indeed with a view to the original

conftitution, but manifcftJy with a view to

overturn it. The event will /hew whether Sully's

confcquenpe will follow, whether a great revolur

tion will enfue. In my judgment it will be in-

evitable, unkfs the intervention of the people at

Jarge, who in every view are interefted to pre-

sent it, fhould exert thofe powers which they

have in the flate, and prevail on parliament to

retradt all tho£b obnoxious, unconftitutional mea-
fures, and reftore America to thatftate in which
they were at the end of the war. Our commerce
with her then was uninterrupted, profperous and

I profitable ; our authority over her was fully fufft-

cient to preferve this advantage. By arrogating

more, we endanger the lofs of the whole, citlier

by the defbrudtion or difconnedion pf the people

^pon whom it depended. 4iv> Jh^n ^^a *v

That our authority over America, and the ad-

vantages were derived from her, before theis mea-
fur^s commenced, were as great as in reafon and

juftice we ihould require, is the opinion ofa wife

and well informed foreigner 5 a writer who has

viewed the ftate of all the European colonies,

with gre^^t impartiality and at:tention ; I mean
iJie celebrated author of the Hijtoire pbiiQf)pbique

des Indes', Hi$ fentiments are theie

:

f* Great Britain enjoys all the power ever her
*< colonies that fhe ought to deiire. She has a

negative on all the laws they nnake. The
executive power is entirely in the hands of heij-

V delegates. There is an aj»>cal to her from
t* all their civil courts. All their commercial
V movements are in her arbitration. To increafe

»n •.)!•'
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the yoke of a domination To wifely framedy

would be to pUuige the cpfitinent anew into

that diforder from which they have hardly ex-
tricated thenifelve^ by two centuries of con-
tinual labour and hardniips«-^it would be to

compel the induilrious labourers, who have
cleared it, to arm in defence of thoie facred

rights which they hold e<)u«lly from nature

and fociety. The people of England, a people

fb devoted to liberty, who have ibmetimes
protected it in regions unallied to> thcni-'^—

-

can they forget thole principles which their

glory, their virtue, their feelings, their fiife-

ty, render an eternal duty ? Will they betray

thofe rights, which are io dear to themfdves,
fo far as to contribute to reduce their bro-

thers to llavery ? 1£ however it (hould hap-
pen, that fome incendiary fpirits (hould de-

vifc fb fatal a meafure, and in fome moment
of madnefs Should have it .adopted by Great
Britain, what ought then to be the condudt
of the colonies, to prevent their falling under
the moft odious ftrvitude ? ;

t*

** Before tbey proceed to extremities, they

(hould remember all the advantages they de-

rive from the more powerful ftatc. England
has always been a bulwark to them, againft

the nations of Europe, She has been a guide

t;o them, and a preferver from thofe civil dif-

fentions, which jealoufy and rivaliljip but

too often excite among neighbouring flates,

in their infancy and progrefs. It is to the in-

fluence of her excellent conftitution that they

owe the profpcrity they enjoy. As long as

*' the
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*• the colonies continue under wife and mode-
rate regulations, they will continue to extend
the progrefs of their induftry to th^ fartheft

** extremity of their country. <«' ^"i

; ** But may their love for Great Britain be,
'* in the mean time, accompanied by a certain
** jealoufy of their liberties. Let their rights
** be frequently examined, difcufled and ex-
'* plained. Let them cherifh thofe as their beft
** citizens, who inceffantly warn them. This
** jealous fpirit is neceffary in all free ftates

;

'* but more efpecially in a mixed conftitution,

where liberty is joined with a certain depen-

dence neceffary to the conne<5tion between two
diftant ftates. Such vigilance will be the fureft

*^ guardian of that union, which ought for ever
** to connedt Great Britain and her Americaa
"colonies. v-ri- ' •-, >,',*.'^' \ *u>;;,,a.i4.

' " But if the miniftry, which always, even
' in free ftates, confifts of ambitious men,
** ihould attempt to augment the power of the
** crown, or the revenue of the ftate, to the

injury of the colonies, they ought firmly to

relift the ufurpation—Yet they are too much
enlightened not to know, that they cannot

be juftified in proceeding to extremities, till

they have tried every means of obtaining

* redrefs in vain:* but they know too, that if

X
.,

• The Americans have in faA exhaufted every peaceable

means of obtaining redrefs. For fevcn years they have incef-

fantly complained and petitioned for redrefs ; their return h«is

invariably been a repetition of injuries, aggravated by the mod
intolerable infults. There has not been a fmglc inltance in

which they have complained, without being rebuked^ or in

which they have been complained againftj without being pu-

, .

they
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•* tbey are driven to the neceffity of chufing

flavery or war^ if they are compelled to take

up arms in defence of their liberty, they

ought not to fully fo noble a caufe with
** all the horrors and cruelties of fedition ; and
** with the determined purpofe of not (heathing
** the fword, till their rights are vindicated,

** tliey (hould be fatisfied with the recovery of
** their former privileges."

Prejudice and imaginary interefls, artfully

laid before us, have made us view the whole
of this buiinefs thro' a falfe medium ; but this

philofopher, who fees the whole with an equal

and impartial eye, whofe examination of the

Hate of our connedtion with America ha
made bim a competent, and his difmtereflednefs

an upright judge, can clearly perceive the un-^

wife and unjud policy of our proceedings. The
univerfal difcontent in America, where no fuch

temper was ever heard of before the com«
mencement of thefe meafures, ought to convince

us that they labour under real grievances.

It is an infallible truth, w hat the Duke de Sul-

ly has obferved

—

Pour la peuple, ce nejl jamais

par envie d^attaquer^ quelle Je fouleve ; mats

par impatience defouffrirJ^ The people never

rife from a dedre of doing, but from an im-
patience of fufFering injuries. But not only

that love of tranquility, which witholds people

in general from commotions, operated with the

Americans, but the additional motives of affec-

tion and refpedt, which made them always re-

gard this country as their home. Thefe were

habits

• V. I. p. 133.



tiabits arifing from cducaticffy, Which alv^rays

take thcftrowgeft ptfffeBion of the haihirt frtind.

toothing indeed C6uld have overcome thrie-
ftraint of thefe feeKng*, but fd pafpabJe io fti-

vafioFi of their i^ighcs and Hbcrtie^i as cortvin-

ced them there was a defigtr in his ms^'efty's

mmtftera to enflatc therh. As the tfue defcen-

danrs of Englrfhmen, they are jealous of their

liberty^ and prize it beyond aHeafthfy bleffing's.

It is a fpirit we ought to refped, even in its

exceifes, becaufe there is always more ddrtgef

of (inking into flavery, than of rifing into

licentioufnefs. When we cenfttrc the fVrttg*

gles of other people for their liberties, 1 ant

afraid we (hall not long contend for our own.-

No man, fays the gallant Loird Molefworth, cari

be a (incere lover of liberty, who is not for en-
crea(iiig and communicatiRg that blefling|' to alt

people : and therefore the giving or reftonng it,

not only to our brethren of Scotland and Irdarid^

but even to France itfelf, were it in our power,-

18 one of the principal articles of Whiggifm.
May the liberties of England be immortal

—

but may Engli(hmcn ever remember, that the

fame arbitrary fpirtt which prompts an inVafion

of the conditution in America, will not long

leave that of England unattacked ; and that

the fame corrupt i'crvility in their members,
will make them the inilrumcnts of the croWn
in all its attempts.

^ _
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The Debates of the Houfe of Commons of Ireland, in tK

Vears 1763 and 1764. Taken by Sir James Caldwell, Bart.,

atfd dedicated, by permi^on, to the Eafl of Chatham, t
Vols, bound, 1 2S. fT!^m"d^»
The Protefts of the Lords of Ireland, from 16.^4 (tlie fiift ,^

upon record) to 1770. i Vol. bound, 4s.

The whole fixteen Volumes (being all printed in O£tavo)'
'

liiay be had uniformly bound, handfomely gilt and letteredt •

five Pounds, or four Guineas and a half, plain.-—This Set of .
^

Books is one of the mod uTeful and proper to be phced in a '^

Gentleman^s Library ; it being allowed to contain the traeft

Hiftory of the prefent Times.

There is now, andforfame Time pafi, has b^n, preparing fot^^

the Pre/s, *

An Account "of the Debates and Proceedings of the Hovs g
of Lords from 1742$ at which Time, the Colledion o^
Debates of Lords and Commons, known by die Name of •.

Chandler*? Collection, ceates ; and to which, this Colledtion

of Lords and Commons is offered as a Continuation, to

the Diflblution in 1774.
•

(9* As it is not known that any Account of the Proceed-

ings of the Houfe of Lords during this Period, was taken,'

it 18 humbly requefted of any Gentleman, who may be in r*

PoiTeflion of any Speeches, Papers, or other Materials, pro*

per for this Work, that he will be fo obliging to commnni«>

cate them to the Publilher, who will make auv.Vompenfation^

if required.

Extracts from the Votes and Proceedings of the American
Continental Congref^, held at Philadelphia, on the ;th of

September, 1774. iieiides the ILeiolves, the AddrefTes to the

People
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People of Great Britain, the Inhabitants of the Brltifh CoIO'

nies, the Inhabitants' df Quebec, tec. P^bliflied by- Order

of the IP/pgrefs, is. 6d.

The touroal of the Proceedings of (ke Congrefs held at

I%!Iadek>hia, Sept. 5, 1774. Pa^UwM by Order of tho

Congrcft. IS. ^I'Vn^T a-^Uay ^r', L i^y'^^^

%^ The Journal contains the whole Proceedings of the

American Congrefs, of which the preceding Pamphlit* en-

titled, ** Extrafts from the Votes/' is only a Part. Biit the

AiJditions only to thofe £xtra£ts are publiOied in this Pam-
phlet, that thofe Gentlemen who have purcha&d the fornjer,

inay make their Copies complete, if they ^hufe it.

A |L.etter to the Right Hon. Lord M. on the A£^irs of A-
:|sexita. From a Member of Parlia^tent, is.

A new Eflay on the Conftitutional Power of Great Britaia

0|vej- the Colonies in America. By the Pennfylvaniac Farmer. 2s.

.' Letters fi'om a f'armer in Pennfylvaniac, to the lohabitknts

of th.e ^ritifh Colonies. 2s.

An Appeal to the Juftice and Inter^fts of the l*^dp||e of
OreatBntain, in the prefent Difputcs with America. By zn
old Member of Parliament. The Second Edition, torrefied,

l^ice IS. 6d.

The rarHamentary Regifter ; containing the mod authen-

tic Account of the Debates and Proceedings of the Houfe
of Coqimons, in the firl^ Seffion of the pretent Farliahients

^e£lcd in 1^74.
•<,• The extraordinary and authentic Memorial of the

Count de Guinea, Ambaflador from the King of Pfaqce to

the Court of Great Britain, tranflated from the I^arisCopy,

is inserted in the firft Number of the Parliamentary Regifter.

A few Copies of the faid Memorial in the Original French.

Vxitittd zt f^. Quarto. 3s, :

*!"

Kien Long. A Chinefe Imperial Eclogue. Quarto,

The Genius of Britain. An Ode. Quarto, is. /' "^^

^ A CoUei^ion of Trafts on the Subjects of taxing the Bri-

lath Colonies in'America, and regulating their Trade. Four
Volumes, Oflavo, one Guinea, half bound and lettered,

fIt.^i* thia Colkftion are included, among many others,

»e Lords Protefts againft repealing the Stamp AA. Mr.
"^lUlliny'^ Confiderations. Mr. Diclienfon^s Regulations. Mr.

'tiit's Vindi'cadon of the Colonies. The true Sentiments of
.iQj^ica. The Conduct of the Adminiftration. Authentic

^ccpi^nt of the Coiigrefs held at New York in 176 5 . Two
'apiers on the Snbjedl: of taxing the Colonies. The Contro-

%9Jffy between Great Britain and America reviewi^d. Letters

to the Earl of HiiKboronsh.
. A CoUeftion of Interelling Political Trades, pdbllflied ia

(iOndpn during the laft ten Years, on the moft important Sub-
jefts.
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jcAs. Sight Volnnaes Oi6lavo, two Guineas, half bound ana
Icttcrtd,

%* In this Colleflion are contained, among other valuable

TraAs, the Letters on Libels. Lord Somers on Grand Ju<
ries. Trial of ^enger. Principles of the Changes in 1765.
Hiilory of the Minority. Cafe of the Duke of Portland.

Tra£ls on the Nullum Tempus. State of the Nation. Ap.
pendU' Letter to the Duke of Grafton. Speech of Mr. G^
T«&6 Speechrt'of Lord Hardwicke. Jura Popnli Anj^licani.

True Hiilory of a late (hort Adminiftration. Enquiry intq

the State ofthe French Monarchy. MoUyneux^s Cafe of Ire-

land. Pre^rtt State of the Britifh Inhered in India.

Mifcellaneons and Poetical Tra^. Two Volames, Quar-
to. 23.

'- '"''•'

*«* Some of the Mifcellaneous and Poetical Pieces in this

CoUeAion are. An Account of the late Mr. Legge, with the

iLetters' which pafled between him and Mr. Sam. Martin* re<

lative to the Ham)>fliire £le£lion. The Budget. Sta*e of the

Nation. Obfervations on Sir John Dalrymple^s Menioirs of

Cfreat Britain. Macarony Fables. Lyric Confolations. He-
roic Epiflle to Sir Wm. Chambers, and Heroic Poltfcript,

Epiftie to Mr. Banks. Optimift, &c.

.„ A Collei^lion of Tnterefting Letters from the public Papers,

l^articularly including thofe written on the feveral Changes
ef Adminiftration, the Taxation of the Colonies, &c. from
the AccelSon of the prefent King to the End of 1

768^. Two
,, Yolumes, 0£lavo, los. 6d.

0* It IS an Obfervation in Kennet's Regifter, which Lord
Somers has taken for his Motto, to his Co!le£lion of TraAs,

,c,^,,'* That the Bent and Genius of the Aee is bell known in

<., ** a free Country, by the Pamphlets and Papers which daily
' come out."

The Papers laid before the Houfe Commons relative to the

Eaft India Company, Falkland*s Ifland, and the Expedition
againft the Caribbs. Quarto. 6s.

A Colledion of all the Treaties of Commerce, Peactf, ahd
Alliance, between Great Britain and other Poweri, from tho

{(evolution in 1688 to the prefent Time. Two Volumes,
OAayo, |2s.

Letters concerning the prefent State of England ; particu-

larly refpedling the Politics, Arts, Manners, aivd Literature

of the Times. One Volume, Odlavo, 6s.

Confideratidns on the Policy, Commerce, and CLrcumllanceft

of the Kingdom. One Volume, Odavo, 5s.

Obfervations on the Power of Climate over the Policy,

Strength, and Manners of Nations. OAavo, fewed; j^s.

The Trade and Navigation of Great Britain cdhfidered.

^y Joftiua Gee. A new Edition, with Notes, aild an Ap*
pendix, 3s. .. _ ^&nhj-'^-^ -^ - ,..,,i;':4,,Franco-••.1'
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Frinco'GalHit ; orm Account of the ancient free State e^
i'rance, and nnoft other .Parts of* Europe, before the Loft of
their Liberties. Written in Latin Djr Francis Hotoman.
Tranflatedinto BngUfli by Lord Molefworth, with his Lord*
ibip's Pftface» 48. .

The original North Britun complete. Three Vols, las*

bottHd. »i in . ^
,

Y'

Th^e TraAs, viz. Obfervaaons on the Spanifli Fibers*

Letters to the EleAors of Ayleibury^ and Letters to theD^«
of Grafton. By John Wilkes, E(q; 3s. " .t.

ThcTe TraAs being printed in the fame t\%t ai the North

.

Britain, the whole four Volumes bound uniform, i ».
Britannia; or a Chprographical Defcription of Great Bri-'

tain and Ireland, together with' the adjacent Iflands» written

,

by William Camden. , With Improvements by Eidmnnd Gibi.

fon^ late Lord Bi(hop of London. A new Edition, printed

from the Copy of 1 722, left correAed by the Bifliop for the
Prefa, Two V<^s. J^olio, neatly bound, 4I. 48. ',

Travels through Holland,- Flandtfs, Germany, D<;nmark,
Sweden* Lapland, Ru0ia, the Ukraine, Poland, in the Years
i;68,.i769, I77x>. In which is particularly minuted, the
prefent State of thoie Countries, reipeAing their Agriculture*

Population, Manufactures, Commei^e, the Arts, and ufeful

Undertakings. A new Edition* By JoCeph Marfhal, Efq;
Three Vol. Oaavo, i8s. „ .

A.NewSyftem.of mj^ttry Dircipline, founded npon Prin-*

ciple. By n General Officer. Quarto, ids. 6d. in Boaids.

The new Foundlinf Hofpital for Wit. Coi\tainiiie a grea^

Number of cnriooa Pieces in Prbfe and Verfe, whicn'ariia
BO other CoUedUon.' Many of them written by Perfons of
the firft Rank and DifUn&iop. In fix Volumes, each Volume
adorned with a Copper-Plate Frohtifpiece.' 15 s. fewed, and
iSs. bound.
The Fngitive Mifcellany, being a CoUeAion of fuch fugi-

tive Pieces in Plrofe and Verfe, as are in no other ColleAion*
and being a Continuation of the Plan of the new Foundling
HofpitalTor Wit. m, 6d. fewed.

^ A Qompinion for a leifure Hour* or a CoUeAibn of fugi*

tive Pieces, chiefly fcrious, as. 6d.

e^ The above three Articles being printed in the (ame Size,

may be had boitnd uniformly, il. 4s.

The Refolutions and Determinations of theHoufe ofCom

-

inoAs upon controverted EleAions for Members of Parlia-

ment; afcertaining the Righu of Election in all the Cities

and JkfOttghs of Eneland ; as they have been adjufted and
determlnjM by the Houfe of Commons, from the firR upon
Record to the prefent Time. The Second Edition. To
which is ;idded, the Number of Vqters in each Borough and
City. 6d.






