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Topomtontthe ual steps b vﬁob -
America finally her independen
to describe those tem'ble cenes of rapin
blood and lhughtzer, which/ ccompat
those stru so fatal to thousar
brave office tndmehonboth 8
so ruinous to the finances of the mother
country, are yrmcxpnlly the objectl J ﬁh g

epltome

In the. execution. .of thl. bumcll. 'O ]

have endeavored to divest ourselves of eve-
park of national prejudice, and hn :

rz:rd‘ contented ourkelves ‘with barely
relaunﬁn cts, without mumin to
our opinion thereon, ‘mhmg to éﬁr
mdenthemlepowc;ofjudgingtwﬁm
selves.

Bcddelthedehﬂoftheniw
events, we have given an account of the
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customs and manners of the original inha-
bitants of North America, and such as they
nearly are at this day.. We have also shown
at what time, and by whtcause-, the Bri-
tish colonies in North America were first

settled, and have marked their rise from
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EFORE we proceed to describe what {
America is at present, or by what
means she became inde t of the mo- |
ther country, it cannot be di ble to |
our readers, to be informed of the persons, ;
customs and manners, of the original in- |
habitants of North America. = |
The native American Indians are tall f
and strait in their limbs beyond the pro. .
portion of most nations. Their bodies are i
trong, but more fitted to endure much f
p, than to continue long at any ser.

:
atl
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features are even-and regular, but their fcqu
countenances fierce; their hair long, black, ject
lank and very strong, but without beards. by
The colour of their skin is a redish brown, in th
which most of them admire, and take pre- sion
per methods to improve. Sy Apeq
The Europeans, on their first arrival in’ and
America, found the Indians quite naked, ‘o9
except those parts, which it is common the |
for the most uncivilized people to conceal. spol
" Since that time, they ha% generally a tom
coarse blanket to cover them, which they cont
by from their neighbors. The whole pesn
tenor of their lives is of a piece : they are 3:‘"
hardy, poor and squalid ; and their edu.- .
~ cation, from their infancy, is solely direct. ;]P“
ed to fit their bodies for the mode of life h:. b
they pursue, and to form their minds to va
inflict ‘and endure the ' greatest ‘ evils. ::l::'

.'uos‘un their cutingiin'd" drinking. Be-
“. fore'the Europeans discovered them; they

8

Their only occvpations are hunting and
war, for agriculture is left to their wo/
men. ’ - 4
As soon as their hunting season is over,
which they go through with much patience,
and in whig ‘they exett ingenuity,
they pass the rest of their lives in entire
indolence. They sleep half the day in
- their huts, and observe no bounds of de-

natic
er.c

here

here
thos
theis

how

had no spirituous HMW
Lk
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acquirement of these is the principal ob.

heir ject of their pursuit.
ack, - The Indians are grave, even to sadness,
rds. in their deportment upon any serious occa-
wn, sion—observant of those in company, re-
pre- spectful to the old, and of a temper cool
S and deliberate. They are never in haste
al in to speak before they have thought well of
ked, the matter, and are sure the person, who
ymon spoke before them, has finished all he has
iceal. to say. They have, therefore, the greatest ™
ly a contempt for the vivacity of the Euro-
. they peans, who interrupt each other, and fre-
whole quently speak all together. In their pub-
gy Sre lic councils and assemblies, every man
f_cf}“‘ speaks in his turn, according as his years,
lirect- his wisdom, or'his services to his country,
of life have ranked him. Not a word, not a
nds to whisper, not a murmur is heard from the _
evils. rest while he speaks ; no indecent condems
g and nation, no ill-timed applause. The young-
Hr wo< er .class attend for th'u' instruction, and
here they learn the history of their nation ;
is overy here they are inflamed with the songs of
itience, those who celebrate the warlike actions of
jenuity, their ancestors; and here they are taught
a entiré what are the interests of their country, and
day In B how to pursue them. 3] 4l
s of de- Though the American Indian is natu.
g 3‘; rally humane and hospitable ; yet, to.the
smy

enemies of his country, or to those whe
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have privately offended him, he is impla. ::'rr:’
cable. He conceals his resentments, he s d’
appears reconciled, till, by some treachery man
or surprise, he has an opportunity of exe- the 1

ner

cuting an horrible rev . No length
of time is sufficient to allay Eis resentment,

no distance of place great enough to pro-

acce
rare

tect the object ; he crosses the steepest T
mountains, he pierces the most impervious shes
forests,and traverses the most hideous bogs o
and deserts for some hundreds of miles, fnd
bearing the inclemency of the scasons, the fourl
fatigue,of the expedition, the extremes of ne
hunger and thirst, with patience and cheer- tribl
fulness, in hopes of surprising his enemy, whe
on whom he exercises the most shocking enti
barbarities. of t
The Americans have scarce any tem- Sion
ples; for, as they live by hunting, inhabit ccw
imean cottages, ‘and are given to chm"ie sow
their habitation, they are‘seldom ve i- ifics
ious:  Some appear to have little ideas of aier
od ; others entertain better notions, and int
hold the existence of the Supreme Being, Y
to |

eternal and uncorruptible, who has power
overall. Satisfied with owning this, which

is traditionary among them, they pay him &

* no sort of worship. gen

The darlin ion of the Americans but

is liberty, and that in its fullest extent ; to e

liberty the native Indians sacrifice every

whi
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thing. This is what makes a life of un-
certainty and want supportable to them,
and their education is directed in sucha

la-
he

ery manner as to cherish this disposition to
Xe- the utmost. They ure indulged in all man-
igth ner of liberty ; they are never, upon any
ent, account, chastised with blows, and very
pro- rarely even chidden.

pest Though some tribes are found in Ameés

10us rica with a king at their head, yet his

bogs power is rather persuasive than caercive,
niles, and he is reverenced @s a father, more.than
s, the feared as a monarch. He has no gudrds,
es of no prisons, no officers of justice. In some
sheer- tribes, there are a kind of nobility, who,
iemy, when they come to years of discretion, are

cking entitled to a place and vote in the councils
of the nation. But among the Five Na-
tions, or Iroquois, the most celebrated
commonwealth of North America, and in
some other nations, there is no other qual-
ification absolutely necessary for the head-
men, but age, with ability and experience
in their affairs. ;
Whenever any affair of consequence is
to be transacted, they appoint a feast, of
which almost the whole nation -partakesi
- There are smaller feasts on matters of less
general concern, to which none are invited
but those who are engaged in that particu-
lar business. At tléesé\(mts it is against
2

r tem-
nhabit

:ha:l&c
:iyeas of
ns, an

Being,
s power
, which

pay him
nericans
tent ; 10
ce every

S
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tot

all rule to leave any thing ; so thit, if they
dis

cunnot eat all, what remains is thrown
into the fire. They look upon fire' as a
thing sacred, and in all probability their
feasts were anciently sacrifices. Before
the entertainment is ready, the principal

rson begins a song, the subject of which
1s the fabulous or real history of their na-
tion, the remarkable events which have
happened, and whatever matters may con-
duce fo their honor or instruction. The , tra
others sing in their turn, they have dances
too, with which they accompany their
sangs, chiefly of a martial kind ; and no
solemnity or public business is carried on
without such songs and dances.

The charge of the internal peace and
order is likewise committed to the same
council of the elders, which regulates
whatever regards the external policy of
the state. Their suits are few and quick-
ly decided, having neither property nor art
enough to render them perplexed or te-

act

int
orn
wh
vis
Fe
len
fric

Fe
Th

dious. the

" The loss of any of their people, whe- de;
ther by war or a natural death, 1s lament- to
ed by the whole town he belongs to. In Tt
such circumstances no business is taken in tak
hand, however important, nor any rejoic. sol

ings permitted however interesting the oc- . sin
casion, until all the pious ceremonies due are
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to the dead are performed,which are always
discharged with the greatest solemnity.

s a The dead body is washed, anointed and
eir painted, so as in some measure to abate
ore the horrors of death. Then the women
pal lament the loss with the most bitter cries,

and the most hideous howlings, intermix.
ed with songs, which celebrate the great
actions of the deceased, and those of his

ave

On- ancestors. The men mourn in a less ex.
[he travagant manner. ' The whole village at.
ces tends the body to the grave, which is then
heir interred, habited in tEe. most sumptuous
1 no ornaments. With the body of the deceas-

ed are placed his bow and arrows, with
what he valued most in his life, and pro-

and visions for the long journey he is to take.
ame Feasting attends this, as it does every so-
lates lemnity. ;
y of No nstances of regard to their deceased

friends are so striking as what they call the
Feast of the Dead, or the Feast of Souls.
The day of this teremony is appointed in
the council of their chiefs, who give or-

whe- ders for every thing that may enable them
nent- to celebrate it with pomp and magnificence.

In The neighboringpeople are invited to par-
en in take of the feast, and to be witnesses of the

solemnity, At thistime, all who have died
since the last solemn feast of that kind,
are taken out of their graves; those who
5w
el

3 |

-
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have been interred at the greatcst distanee
from the villages are diligently sought af.
ter, and brought to this great rendezvous
of sepulchral relics. ‘

The opening of these tombs displays one
of the most striking scenes that can be con-
ceived. . This humiliating portrait of hu-
man misery, exhibited in so many images
of death, wherein a thousand various shapes
of horror are depicted, according to the
different ravages that time has made ;
forms altogether a scene too indelicate to
be here described. I know not which ought
to affect us most, the horror of so striking
a sight, or the tender piety and affection of
those poor people towards their departed
friends.

This strange festival is the most mag-
nificent and solemn of any they have, not
only on account of the great concourse of
natives and strangers, and of the pompous
re.interment they give to the dead, whom
they dress in the finest skins they can get,
after having exposed them some time in
this pomp, but for the games of all kinds
which they celebrate upon the occasion, in
the spirit of those, which the ancient
Greeks and Romans celebrated upon simi-
lar occasions. In this manner do they en-
deavor to sooth the calamities of this life,
by the honors they payto the dead. Though
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1ee
afs
»us

among these savage nations this custom is
impressed with strong marks of the fero-
city of their nature ; yet an honor to the
dead, a tender feeling of their absence,
and a revival of their memory, are some of
the most excellent means of softening our
rugged nature inte humanity.

ough the women in America have
generally the laborious part of economy
upon themselves, yet they are far from

one
on-
hu-
ges
ipes

the

z;leu.) bein% the slaves they appear, and are not
ight at all 'subject to the great subordination,
Kin g in which they are placed in countries
i ok where they seem to be more respected. On
rted the contrary, they hold their councils, and

have their share in all deliberations that
concern the state; nor are they found in-

'nag-t ferior to the part they act. Polygamy is
’ nof practised by some nations, but it is not
8¢ 0 eneral. In most places, they content
‘I}’f“' emselves with one wife ; but a divorce
f OT is admitted, and for the same causes that it
! g€ was allowed among the Jews, Grecks and

ne in
kinds
on, in
acient

Romans. No nation of the Americans is
without a regular marriage, in which there
are many ceremonies, Incontinent before
marriage, after wedlock the chastity of

es":"' their women is remarkable. The pun-
.y“f" ishment of the adulteress, as well as that
L’ iy of the adulterer, is in the hands of the hus-
ough band himself, and it is oftén sevére, being
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inflicted by him who is at once the party
and the judge. Their marriages are not
fruitful, aelgm producing above two or
three children ; and from hence we may
derive the principal cause of the depopu-
lation of America.

The manner of their preparing for war,
and their mode of carrying it on, seem pe-
culiar to themselves, Almost the sole oc-
cupation of the American Indian is war,
or such an exercise as qualifies him for it.
His whole lﬁlory consists in this, .and no
man is at all considered until he has en-
creased the strength of his country with a
captive, or adorned his hat with the scalp
of one of his enemies.. When the ancients
resolve upon war, they do not always de-
clare what nation it is they are determin-
ed to attack, that the enemy, upon whom
they really intend to fall, may be off their
guard : and they sometimes even let whole d
years pass over without committing an cath
act of hostility, that the vigilance of all
may be unbent by the long continuance chare
of the watch, and the uncertainty of the
danger.

In the mean time, they are not idle at
home. The principal captain summonses
the youths of the town to which he be-
longs, the war kettle is set on the fire, the
war songs and dances commence, the ed 55
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hatchet is sent to the villages and allies of
the same nation, and the most hideous
howlings continue, without intermission

day and nilght, over the whole tract di'
country. The women add their cries to
those of the men, lamenting those whom

Mg they have ejther lost in war or by natural
g:_' death, ‘and demanding their’ places to be

supplied by their enemies.
gPhe'fury of the nation being thus rais-
ed to the greatest height, and all longing to

. B0 embrue their hands in'blood, the war cap-
;“' tain prepares the feast, which consists of
: u; dog’s' flesh. 'All that partake of this feast

receive little billets, which are so many en-
gagements they take to be faithful to each
other, and obedient to their commander.
None are forced to the was ; but, when

l;:“.“ they have accepted this' billet, they are
:h:ll: looked upon as enlisted, and it is then

death to recede. All the warriors in this
assembly have their faces blackened with
charcoal, intermixed withashes and streaks
£ the of vermillion, which give them a most hor-
| rid appearance. = Their hair is dressed up
Bo ot in an odd manner, with feathers of various
e kinds. e
In this assembly, which is preparatory
the to their military expedition, the chief be-
& e gins the war song, which-having continu:
> ed for some time, he raises his voice to
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me
put of
ceed

the highest pitch, and turning off suddenly
in a sort of prayer, he addresses himself to
the God of war, whom they call Areskoni.

¢ ] invoke thee (says he) to be favorable Th
to my enterprise ! I invoke thy care of me upon
and my familxl I invoke ye likewise, all have ;
ye spirits and deemons good and evil ! all or thy
ye that are in the skies, or on the earth, or [l ables
under the earth, to pour destruction on our fice t
enemies, and to return me and my compa- B dom,
nions safely tomy country !”” All the war- Bl wars
riors join him in his prayer with shouts Bl some
and acclamations. , The captain rencws Ml on o
his song, styi is.glub against the stakes Bl hung

of the cottz ins the war dance,
accompariied with the shouts of all his Bl or ry
companions, which continue as long as he B up th
dances. To
On the day appointed for their departure
. they take leave of their friends, and ¢
their clothes, or what moveables they have,
in token of friendship.. Their wives and
female relations out. before them, and
attend at some distance from the town.
The warriors march out all dressed in their
finest apparel and most showy ornaments,
regularly one after another, for they never
march in rank. Their chief walks slowly
on before them, singing the death song,
while the rest preserve the most
silence, 'When they come up to the w
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denly men, they deliver tp.them all their finery,
self to put o#*their worst clothes, and then pro-
skoni. ceed as their commander directs.

orable The Indians seldom engage in a war
‘of me [l upon motives common to Europe : they
ise, all have no other end but the glory of victory,

ril ! all [ or the benefit of their slaves, which it en-
wth, or |l ables them to add to their natiod, or sacri-
,onour J fice to their brutal fury ; and it is very sel-
compa- dom, that they take pains to give their
he war- wars even the colour of justice. They fall
1 shouts |l sometimes On one nation and sometimes
rencws [l on another, and surprise some of their
\e stakes [l hunters, whom they scalp and bring home
ir dance, [l as prisoners. « Their senators wink at this
f all his il or rather encourage. it, as it tepds to keep
yng as he B up the martial spirit of the people, enures
them mtchfulneu and hardships, ';‘nd

jeparture [l gives. an early taste for b he
1d change [l qualitics of an Indian war are vigilance
they have, lil and-attention, and to give and avoid a sur-
wives and llprise ; and patience and strength to endure
hem, thei le fatiguesand hardships which

ways attend it.

They often enter a vilhr, while the
strerigth of the nation is employed in hunt-
ing, and massacre all the helpless old men,

and dnldmnthe , or make prholl:.m
many as they can manage, or have
gth enough to be useful to sheir na-
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men in thelr huntings; but when they dis.
cover an army of their enemies, their way
is to throw tlcmselvu flat on their faces
among the withered leaves, the colour of
which their 'lt:;liu are painted exactly to
resemble. They rally let a part
unmolested, and ﬁ: ri a little, 5:;
take aim, being excellent marksmen, and
setting up a tremendous shout, which they
call the war-ery, they pour a stream of mus-
ket bullets on the enemy, hvinﬁong since
" Jaid aside the use of arrows. - The party at-
tacked returns the same cry. Everymanin
haste retires behind a tree, returns the fire
of the adverse party, as sooen as they arise
from the ground to give the second dis-

Having fought some time in ‘this man:
ner, the party which thinks it has'the'ad-
vantage rushes outof its cover, with small
axes in their hands, which: ‘dart with

addressand dexterity. ' They redou-

le their cry, intimidate their enemies with
menaces, and encourage each other with
a'boastful display of their own brave ac-
tions. - Thus, being come-shand to hand,
the contest is soon 'decided, -and 'the con-

‘ gatiate their/ san M#t

querors:
most shocking insults t
the dead, bitiug.tbir' flesh, n
scalps from their heads, and ing
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their ‘blood, like the wild beasts of thg,
forest,
The fate of their pruoncu is indeed
miserable. During the greater part of their
mey homewards they suffer no injury ;
tou when they arrive at the territories of
the conquering state, or at those of their
allies, the people from every village meet
them, and think they shew their attach-
ment to their friends by the barbarous-
treatmerit of the unhappy victims ; who on
their arrival at their destined station, ge-
nerally bring with them marks of the most
cruel and merciless treatment.
The mqueron enter the town in tri-
umph ; the war captain waits upon the
head men, tnd in a low voice gives them
a circumstantial account of every particu-
lar of the expedition, of thcdcmquthe
enemy have suffered and his own loss in it.
‘his  being done the public orator relates
whole to the ro le. Before they yield
to the joy whic dl: victory occasions,
they lament the friends they have lost in
tl!e pursuit of it. - The partics most near-
ly concerned are apparently afflicted witha
eep and real sorrow ; but, by one of those
nnngwtuu of the human mind, fashion-
thngdty cutofm, as if tl\cywwcre
1 ir grief, upon
q we¢joieing, in a moment the tears are.

Mw
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wiped from their eyes, and they rush into
an extravagance andphrenzy of Jvoyforthenr
victory. All this time the fate of the n-
¢rs remains undecided, until the old men
meet and determine concerning their dis-

tribution. _
It is usual to offer a slave to each house

that has lost a friend, giving the preference

according to the ‘greatness of the loss.
The person who has taken the captive at-

tends him to the door of the patty’s cot-

tage, where he delivers him, and with him
a belt of wampum, to shew that he

fulfilled the purpose of the expedition,

in supplying the loss of a citizen. They
for some time view the present that is made
them, and according as they think him or
y or

i y take a capricious liking i
"“‘“’;.,‘Z,?;“m“"'m""'"‘“ i barvarty:

inp to their natu s
or their resentment for their losses, they

decide whether they ﬂmiv& hil! in-

I they be = i 4 lota the fuily, hap.
is their lot, as the

-gl,”ﬁle of the
bmdthtt is lost ; and they hnndber

mark of their captivity, but that of net be-
ing suffered to return to their own coun.
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try, to attempt which would be certain
death. On the contrary, if they dislike
the captxvc, thc throw away the belt with
indignation. "T'hen it is no 1 r in the

wer of any one to save him, fiation
1s assembled as upon some great solemni-
ty, a scaffold is faised, and the prisoner tied
to the mke He mstam.ly his death
song, and prepares for the ensuing scenc
of eruelty with most undaunted courage.—
On the other side, they prepare ‘to put it
to the utmost prod, with every torment
that the mind of mian ingénious in mmis-
chief can devise. :

It would be too shocking for the ear of
our youthful reader to be told what itha.
man tortures are inflicted on him, till at

lut.meoﬂ::em, :\&:la?-mh,
with ¢ an
endg&r{ialikmﬂu bwtmw

is thenpuliitodiek&tlc and
&:i k“bnom'y (nwccceded
by a feast equal
‘ Ontﬁtoccumn,lhcﬁmlbqﬂtmg
the female nature, and transferring them-
sclves into something worse than furies,
act their parts, and even outdo the men'in

o1 the constrs sct et Se seane pmodl”

ing, and log on without the least emo-
tion. What is moéieexmordinary, the
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Luﬁcnr bhimeelf, in the little intervals of
is torments, smoaks also, appe uncon.
gerned, and, converses with his torturers
about mdlferm matters. Indecd during:
the whole time of his execution there
hﬁh seems a h:lonun bet-‘vg; him and thc:;

W shall exceed in inflicting
hcnld puns, or he in enduring them
and constancy almost above
: Notu.ro-n not a sigh, not a
,d of countenance, escapes him ;
. s hjs mind entirely in the midst
i he recounts his owr ex-

'3 mﬁnud thcu{ .countrymen, and

m J. o e i
S
xasperate mﬁzx‘?&tmudb?
i continues re-
‘ ot:a-&

; We dqymt dvell n these ciroum.
_.stances of cruelty, which so much degrade
h man nature, out of choice ; butas all,

- mention the customs of this pe:ﬁ:
ve very particularly insisted upon their
g:lunor in this respect, and as it scems
__pecessary, in arder to give a true idea of
. their character, we do not choose wholly
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. of o omit it. It serves to shew,. in the
on. trongest light, to what an inconceivable
rers egree of barbarity the ions of men les
ing se will carry them. . It will paint out. to
jere s the advantages of a religion that teaches.
em, compassion to our enemies, which is nei.
the her known nor practised in other reli,
hem gions ; and it will make us more sensiblg,,
ove than some appear to be, of the value of
ot a the benefits of a civilized life,
im ; and the li derived from literature,
ridst which if they have abated the force eof
. X~ some ofthe nagural virtues by the luxuries.
: had which attend them, bave taken out, like-
and wise the sting of  our national vices, and
il at. softened .the ferogity of the human .race,
iches without enetvating their courage. . On the
mad- other hand the comstancy of the sufferers :
is re- in this trying scene, shows the wonderfyl
e act powers of an early institution, and a fero-
more cious th':; of .g (:iry, h:thi‘:h makes. men
-parts. imitate and exceed w i W‘W , and
o even religion, do net prodnpt?:. 21 5
leum.. Having thus taken a cursory review of
grade the customs and x::n_cn of the original
as all, . patives. of North. America, we shall now
eople,, SZOcecd to give ap acoount of the first set..
| their ment of the British colonies, and shew
scems from what small begmnm.qd has raised
idea of them to an immense republic, under the
wholly title of the United and Independent, States,
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of -America., In order to accomplish this
matter, we have qwea reral history of
the late war, which ended in the loss of
thirteen British American colonies. = The
different neges and battles that took place
during that period, we shall describe as
copiously as our narrow limits will permit

us.
CHAP Ik ' iy

Q EVERAL of the most zealous and em-

. inent protestants in the reign of Ed.

ward V1. opposed the popish ceremonies

and habits, though otherwise united to
their brethren in mﬁﬁdum Hu

¢+ dreds of them fled into ?
avoid persecutions, where eo-nee

ons; who were equally arduous for a vener

‘Upon the accession of Queen Elizabet
_in 1558, the refugees returned 16 ‘Eng
land, loaded with expeﬂenee and learning
but in the utm md povert
~Those of the
with the Queen’s’ establishmen

u pre‘m'ed ht"emf a&erbe
:lagmur p_te-thtwhlem
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The clergy and laity, whe wished for

sh this ter ecclesiastical purity, struggled
tory of m for the abolishment of popish eerc mo-
loss of nies and habits, or at least, leaving the use
« The of them indifferent in divine service, by
k place il which the{ obtained nothing but the hon-
ribe as [l orable nickname of Purirans. Queen
. permit il Elizabeth had enough of the blood of Hen.-

ry the Eighth, to make her impatient of
any opposition to her will, ially in
matters of religion, in which she had a high
opinion of her own knowledge ; and dur-
ing her whole reign, she kept down the
puritans with an uniform and inflexible
severity. The merits, however, of their
nited to i the affected plainness of their

' Hun R dress, of theindeportment, and
parts the use of on the most
onpec ord ons, and even their names
sther which had in them striking and

venerable, as being ‘
Old Testament, gained on‘\_ a %elmlcnl es-
teem am sober ordi un-
;"'8 pe ary |
kwwu ingﬁ.::mu came to ot'he throne,
% : unrtas
matters, :‘l"y‘ uff-. he m’;ht m
them in the condition he found them. On
the contrary, he suffered them ta be per-
secuted, but not destroyed ; they were ex- .
asperated, and yet Hlpowaﬁfv i and the
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then ministry, like those who lately lost us
our colonies, exposed their own weakness,
xgnonnce, and baseness, by an ill-timed
severity.

In this‘mte matters remained, until the
accession of Charles the First, when they
were far from beingmiended. This prince,
endowed with some virtues, had very few
amiable qualities. As grave as the puri-
tans themselves, he could never engage the
licentious part of the world in his favor;
and that gravity being turned against the

uritans, made him more odious to them.
Lp himself up entirely to the.church
and churchmen, and be finished his ill con-
duet, in this respect, by conferring the

first ecclesiastical dignity of the kingdom,
-affairs, '

and a great sway in temporal upon
Do Land, who, hardl 'g ﬁt to direct a col-
lege, was entrusted with the govmmtof
an empire.

The puritans considered the most dfelry
realms, and the most unfrequented regions,
where they could enjoy liberty of con-

science, ay ‘superior to the most splendid -

Eluu, where they were to be governed
Laud, In consequence of these disaf-

{:dm.‘ a little colony sailed from Eng-
and established iuelf at a place call-
¢d New-Plymouth, on thg continent of
America, This happened in 46204 i

The:
landed
only fr
Wwas pri
countr
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They were but few in number, they
landed in a bad season and were ‘'supplied
only from their private funds. The winter
was premature, and extremely cold. - The
country was every where covered with
wood, and afforded very little for the re-
freshment of persofis sickly with such a
voyage, or even for the sustenance of an
infant people.  Nearly half of them perish-
ed(l:! the scurvy, by want, and the severi-
the climate ; but those who surviv.
ed, not (lupmted with their losses; nor
with the hardships they were still to en.
duré; supported by the vigor which was
then the character of Englishmen, and by
the satisfaction of finding themselves out
of the reach of 'the spiritual arm, were en-
abled to procufe in this savage country; a
tolerable livelihood, and by degrees a com:
‘fortable subsistence for the s and
a‘.'l{‘thi. i f N Pl l\ ha
ople of New- ymout
cleued‘:;epv!ny for other sufferers w\'::g
tle in-America, with less difficultyand dan.
g.er than what they had experienced ;" the
me of their plantation spreading through
the western part of England, and the go-
vernment in church and state growing eve-
ryday more oppressive, the territony of the
Massachusetts’ Bay was purchased of the
Plymouth council,:in 1628, and a com-

—— .
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pany soon-formed, who consulted on set.
thng&phn&twn, to ‘which don:conform.
puritans might emigrate, in order to
en oy their own principles in full security.
1680, a large company arrived at
Salem, consisting of mere than fifteen hun-
dred ‘persons, from different counties in
England. From the inning of the
1640, through s change of alirs in Eirg.
1640, ac of n Edg-
land, there arrived i:e 298 vessels, about
21,200 settlers, m,,wbncn nnd c!uldnn,
crlm-ﬁmud
y did not however, hﬂconﬁne then
ulvevwﬂs colony: several families re-
moved to Connecticut River, by mutual
t ‘with their fellow emigrants,
ﬁ:m behind. Plantations were
fornied at Hartford, Windsor and ‘Wea-
thersfield. The inhabitants ‘being 'soon
after fully satisfied, that they were out of
the Mnuchmetu‘ hlnt-, and of cotirse
its jurisdiction, entered into a combination
themselves,; became a body
nongm‘ restraining - the I'eedouw
gomm to hztuenhﬂdp of
and proceeded to the choice
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upon them to remain in the colony ; bug

iet-
m- they hoped, by'moving to.a conséiderable
i to distance, to be out of the reach of a gen.
ity. eral governor, with whom the country was
| at then threatened. They sent to their friends
un- in Connecticut to purchase of the natives
i the lands mg'bemen then and Hudson’s
the River. - They then laid the foundation of
R aflourishing colony, of which New Hav.
Ag- en was the capital. Connecticut and New-
jout Haven continued two distinct colonics for
ren, many years, Atlength the general court of
b Connecticut determined to prefes ‘am ade
o dress and petition to Charles the
re- pfafmiﬂ their Nb’m .1“ w
tual to his sty, and soliciting a royalchar-
nts, ter; and John Wmthmp sq. j1,vho had
vere been cim governor, was ed to

negociaté the affair: with the mg He

ed, and a woyal charter was ob-

tained, Mptmmng the two colonies for
ever enc body corporate and rolmc

M:e. R iams, a pastor of the

church  of Salem, being banished from

Massa , on_account of some reli.

gxons dnputen, went to the Narraganset

with twelve com.

mm, lnd land given him by the

Sachun Canonicus ; of whom he

the large tract, lying

betwecn wtucket and Pawturat rivers,
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ithc great falls and the little' falls, as the Delaw
ndian name signifies) and stiled it Provi- ferring
dence, from a sense of God’s merciful pro. ers of
vidence to him in his.distress, with f
The authority and power of Miantono. diers |
my, another Sachem, and his uncle Canon. gover
jcus; awed all the Indians round to assist the ?
him and his few associates. ‘When the de- Engli
terminations of the Massachusetts general other
court, occasioned by what they called an- Dutcl
tinomian disputes, banished many, and in- tered
duced others to leave the colony, the heads deput
of the party were entertained in a friendly the pi
manner by Mr. Williams, who advised Ab
them to seek a settlement on Rhode. Island, sey,
in the year 1638, and was very instrumen- who '
tal in procuring it of the Indian sachemst any ¢
New-Hampshire and the Maine were set. Ame
tled about the same time with the Massa- the £
chusetts, by different proprietors, who had of it
obtained patents, whose vic'i'h? Cart(
to enrich themselves by the fishing trade the 1
at sea, and the beaver trade ashore. certa
The colony of New-York demands our well
next attention. The Dutch had settled it, cons
and named it the New Netherlands.— Vi
Charles the Second resolved upon its con- the |
quest in 1664 ; and in March granted to il clain
his brother the Duke of York, the.re- Eliz
ion extending from the western banks of gran
51:: Connecticut to the eastern shore of the men
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the Delaware, together with Long-Island, con.

0%i- ferring on him the civil and military pow-
pro- ers of government. Col. Nichols was sent
with four frigates and three hundred sol-
ono- diers to effect the business. The Dutch
nons governor being unable to make resistance,
ssist the New Netherlands submitted to the
e de- inglish crown, in September, without any
neral other change than of rulers. Few of the
d an- Dutch removed, and Nichols instantly eny
i ins tered upon the exercise of his power, as
reads deputy-governor for the Duke of York,
endly the proprietary. e
vised About the same time, 1664, New-Jer.
sland, seg', which was also taken from the Dutch,
imen- who were considered as having no right to
ems! any of their settlements in these parts of
e set- America, were included in the t to
fassa- the Duke of York. The Duke disposed
4o had of it to Lord Berkeley and Sir Geo
i’bg‘r Carteret, who being sole proprietors, for
i trade the better settlement of it, agreed upon
certain constitutions of government, so
ds our well liked, that the eastern parts were soon
tled it, considerably peopled.
nds.— Virginia was the original name of all
8 con- the English North American continental
nted to claims, %\ren in honor to the Virgin Queen
the. re- Elizabeth, King James, being applied to,
anks of granted letters patent to a body of gentle-
¢ of the men, on the 6th of April, 1606, with paw<

i Sl
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ers to-divide themselyes into twe distinect fca'f
companies, the one consisting of London ol exi
afventurers, called the first, or southern rated
¢olony of Virginia; the second, or northern d re
¢olony com;;gsed of merchants, belongi ing the Rq
to Btutol Tymouth and Exeter. The [ %6cup:
e grantcd to the first, or southern tives, |
m wugcnerall) called Virginia, with. J @ 899¢
\ y distinguishing epithet, and retain- ed, T!
tliat name after the second or northern the sai

ny obtained the name of New-Eng. PR

1 1614, ..y

¢omé next to speak of Mar Iand. cated, |

. igration to this ert of Ameri- || theaid
€a l\:‘x of two hundred gentlemen of ral cou
consje ’Me fortune and unfe with their m?hbi

adhererits, ebleﬂK Koman Catholicg who

) 1 one 1jo conwiqnocun- he
opé of tge oksuon. Lhe
% 1‘ md in &l
gn {q in hd the bcgn ot ¢ SR
633. onmo al\'ert. brothet to Lord : i
Bultimore, very wisely and justly purchas. J M@
ed, by Frcscnts of vqnous oods, the rights b“ t
of thc duns. and with tEc:r free ¢ scm which
wok possession of their town, W of ;&’

called St. Mary’s, ‘The country wu sct-
tled with so much case, and farnished with | %
S0 many conveniencies, emi ants rO- Benpe

paired thither in such nu J
render the colony populous urhhihg.




NorTtH AMERICA. 41

Carolina follows Maryland in the order
of existenge. A few adventurcrs emi-
ndon rated from the Massachusetts, and set.
d round Cape Fear, about the time of
the Restoration. They congidered mere
occupancy, with 3 trapsfer from the na.
tives, wi out any t from the king, as
a good title upon lands they possess-
¢d, They decmed themselves entitled to
the same civil privileges as thosc of
uni y from wn:nce ey had enu
or years they éxperienced
cated, miseries of want. The s_ol;
the aid of their countey men, and the
ral court vf Mastw ysetts, with an a
tion apd humapnity which did it the.
est’ honot ered an extensive goptribu-

1
W““:d ﬁng sct}?e‘t cmqﬁ tllug pvovmc;;v:o
€ _peapac
¢ mtwu 9, h;rwﬁ d. lnd
hisown fa

ﬂho hc was, m . indebt wnhn la-
q‘ﬁ{?& cost him little, Thc prctc.ncc.
which 11: on former oce
of ;&‘0# z€3 kltp the propagation o tbw
amoog the Indians, was successive-
ngmoh gd ¢ t of the im-
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March, 1663, this territory was erected Pe:
into a province by the name of Carolina, Lord
and conferred on Lord Clarendon, the the e
Duke of Albemarle, Lord Craven, Lord riene
Berkeley, Lord Ashley, Sir G'eotw Car- vénie
teret, Sir Johm Colleton, and Sir William the ¢
Berkeley, as absolute lord proprietaries, for legal
ever, savingtheallegiance due to the crown., the s;
Pennsylvania and the Delaware counties. déner
next demand our attention. Mr. William of th
‘Pénn one of the joint purchasers of the stipu
western part of the Jerseys, having receiv- Py
ed the most exact information of the coun- vibo
try to the westward of the Delaware, while or th
" engaged in the administration of the joint § 4. p
purchase, became desirous of acquiring a or by
separate estate, ] Tf
He presented 3 petition to Charles the grani
Second in June, 1680, !tating notonly his § Jr
relationship to ‘the late admiral, but that Pire
he was deprived of a debt due from the u-e’
crown, when the ExcheTler was shut, t v;
He prayed for a t of lands, lying to § oo o
the northward of Maryland, and wcstwu:d ed. g
of the Delaware; and added that by his ing’ ,
interest, he should be able to settle a pro- § |, "
!v‘hcq" which might, in time, repay his § ('
*elaims, ‘Having a prospect of success, he § & "o
copied from the ch;rtcr_of M land the i
sketch of a patent, which in Novem and §

was hid before the attorney general f

his opinion,
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Penn had the same object in view as
Lord Baltimore had, the guarding against
the exertions of prerogative, which expe-
rience had taught both were very incon-
venient. The attorney general declared
the clause of exemption from taxation il-
legal ; and chief justice North being of

rown.. the same opinion, and observing its ten-
unties. dency, added the saving of the authority
illiam of the English parliament ; so that it was
of the stipulated by the king, for himself and his

receiv- successors, that * no custom or ether con-
: coun- tibution shall be laid on the inhabitants
while or their estates, unless by the consent of
the proprietary, or governor and assembly,
iiring 2 or by act of parliament in England.’*
Tgc next year, 1681, the patent was
rles the § granted, in consideration of *‘ the metits
only his ¥ of the father, and the good purposes of the
sut that R son, in order to extend the English ‘em-
, pire, and to promote ut«eful commerce.”
as shut. t was providéd by fit clauses, that the
lying 10 } sovereignty of the king should bé preserv-
'd B ed, and that acts of parliament, concern-
it by h‘?- ing trade, navigation, and the customs,
tle 2 pro- § be duly observed.  Penn was empowered
repay his I to assemble the freemen, or their delegates,
weess, he § in such form as he shall think proper for
raising money for the use of the ‘colony,
and for making useful laws, not contrary to
those of En , or therights of the king-
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dom, A duplicate of the acts of the as.
sembly was to be transmitted, within five
years, to the hnﬁm council, and the acts
tught be declared void within six months
i not approved.---It now rempins only to
¢ a congise account of the scutlement of
eargia.

. In 1732, a number of ndcmen con-
udonng the vast benefit tﬁt might arise
ﬁﬂn dn tract of land, lying bctwecn the
tba river Alatamaha, peti.

og for a chnrter, which was
ntcdun une. 1hey meant

nmdmb'
that the cou 1d be made a bulwark
foﬂln mmq' :ulcs agam:t:heusw :

, ive employment to frum-
people, whe were burthensome at
mtﬁh‘w‘%m parishes.

. Towards. the: f, August, Sir’ Gil-
hert | Heathcate ; recommen ‘Xf the
strongest terms, to th;. direc ors.

bank, ' ,mdt
A

5“5
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nished with working tools of all kinds,

vy stores anod small arms. :
¥ Mr. lethorpe, one of the trustees,
ths gcm:rouslg attc;%eed the first set of emi.
‘°f grants to Carolina, where they arrived in
L good health in January, 1733, The Ca.
rolinians made them a present of one hun-
™ dred breeding cattle, %esidcs hogs, and
rise twenty barrels of rice ; and furnished
.u:,‘ thém with a party of horse, and with scout
i )e ts, by the he g) of which they reached
““‘ Savannah, where Mr. Ogletharpe, ten
::‘& miles up tl\::| rive!r.. itched t;l;‘pon-n a?d
a town, and in February the building
Pm‘;' ibeh;iutggust; commenced. el
A r. Oglethorpe was waited upon b
ie at a numerous deputation from the lovcyl:
Gil- Creek nation, with whom he concluded a
% oY treaty, and soon after sét out for Charles.
Milk town on his return to England, bringing
His with him several chiefs and a war captain,
s Before the end of March, 1734, mote
Peri. | cmigrants, to the amount of six hundred, -
4] were ecither sent aver by charity, or wesit
King 1 at their own expense. :
) g‘“’t In October, the Indians embarked for
:‘ “&f their own_ country, hltjx had an allows
15‘“ ance, while don, of twenty pounds
hyl B week, they spent little, as they
% fy. [| comme ank at the table of

and
persons ahighes distinction. They
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embarked at Gravesend, in a ship which 1633 £
carried over a number of Saltz burghers, 1635 (
being German protestants, who, with 1637 1
others of their countrymen that followed, 1638 §
settled on the Savannah, a town they call 16635 (
ed Ebenezer, and which, by their habits 1664 )
of industry and sobriety soon became con. 1681 )
siderable. 1733 (
" The Georgians made a surprising pro.
ess in clearing their lands, and building
ir houses, and as an encouragement, the .
British parliament granted them a supply H
of 26,0001, which, with very great private -y
donations, were expended upon strength, I enter i,
ening the h::uthem. part of Georgia. chmoe
. Thus have we given a succinct accovat
of the first ishment of the British co. tf;::ed,
lonies in, North America. By what un. J inclina
means they at last became sepa. [ shal]l ¢
rated from the mother country, will be ¥ events
clearly shown in the subsequent part of New
this history, setts o
Memorable events recorded in this chapter, ;:“!isl’
Anno s
1606 First settlement made at Virginia. ce&‘t:;-

1620 Settlement at New Plymouth.
1628 Ne:lv;f’!ampshire and the Maine set.
1628 Puritans purchase and settle Massa.

chusetts Bay, 4
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war sailed immediately to cruise bLefore
Louisbourg. ‘The forces soon followed,
and landed at Chapeaurouge Bay the last
day of April." The transports were dis-
covered from the town early in the morn.
ing, which gave the inhabitants the first
knowledge of the design.

The second day after Tanding, four hun.
dred men marched.rouad, behind the hills,
to the northeast harbor, where they got
about midnight, and set fire to all the
divellings and storehouses, till they cameé
within a mile of the grand battery.. The
clouds of thick smake proceeding from the
pitch, tar, and other combustibles prevent.
¢d the garnisen’s discovering the enemy,

they were but  at a short distance.
- They expected the body of the army up.

on them, and therefore sleserted the fort; |
having thrown their dntoawell ;| .
but the canmon andshet were deft;which|

Efond of tservice to the besiegers.

'he army had near two milesto transport|.
their cannon, mortars, &c. through a.wso.] .

rass, which required great laborto accom-

plish. “The men were yoked , and]-
during the ni htndepnm‘:‘ g

While the foroes were busily implo
on shore, the men of war,and other
sels were cruising off' the tharbor, as ¢
as the weather would permit. On the

-of May
Of all S
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.of May, they captured a French 44 gun
ship, having 560 men on board, and stores
of all sorts gxr the garrison. :

It was given out, that an attack would
‘be made by sea with the ships, on the 18th,
while the army did the like by land. Whe-
‘ther a general stormwas really inteaded or
.not, French appeared to expect. it,

-from the preparations making on board the

.men of war, and seemed not inclined to
_attempt to withstand it. :
On the fifteenth, aflag of truce was sept

:to the general, desiring a cessation of Hos-
tilities, that they might consider of articles
for a capitulation. Time was allowed, byt

their articles. were rejected by the general

- and commodore, and others offered, . which

were accepted by the French, and hostages
iven on beth sides. . The town was in ¢on-

.sequence delivered yp.on the seventeenth.
_As this was a time when vessels were etg-

gecw from all parts at Louisburg, the
renchflagwas kept flying.asa decoy. Fwo
. jamen, and one south-sea ship, of
the value of 600,000/. sterling, were tak-

~

-an by the squadron, at the mouth of the
7’| ‘harbor, iato which .they sailed as usual,
ot knowing that the place had been tak-

.en- by the lish. .
The ¥rench having been v‘e)?' ouble-

some in the back settlements of our colo-

nigs, it was conch:ii‘:ed to take effectual
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methods to drive them from the Ohio. The
reduction of Niagara, Crown Point, and
their forts in Nova Scotia, was also resolved
on, General Bradtdock was accordingly
sent fram Ireland to Virginia, with two re.
ts of foot ; and on his arrival, when
by the rest of the forces destined
for that service, he found himself at the
head|of 2200 men. He had bravery, but
ed other qualifications to render him
the service to which he was appoint-
) ./ 'The severity of his discipline made
' unpopular among the regulars, and
“his baughtiness deprived him of the esteem
6f the Americans.' His pride disgusted
th='Indians, and led him to dispise the
"country militia, and to slight the advice of
“the Virginian officers. ) RNy X0}
" Colonel Washington earnestly d of
-him, when the army was marching for fort
‘Quesne, to admit of his' going before,
“and scouring the woods with his rangers,
" which was contemiptuously refused. ' The Jtime the
had been c:\(lltioncd by the Duke o;' ces from
vmberland togua instasurprise,and }down to )
“he pushed on hezi:'nly with'the first Jthem ; bu
- division, consisting.of 1400 men, till he fell fmen, be:
“§ito an ambuscade of 400, “2&’ Indians, §Dieskau
hy whom he was defented and mortally §
wounded, on the 9th of July, 1756. -
The regulars were put i m ut Lond
panic, and fled in the utmost confusion ; §
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but the militia had been used to Indian
The | fighting, and were not so terrified. The
and noral had disdainfully turned them into
lved J the rear, where theycontinuedin abodyun-
ngly || broken, and served under Col. Washington
>re- [ asa most useful rear guard, which cover-
then R ed the retreat of the regulars, énd preventy
ined [ ed their being entirely cut to pieces.
J Previous to this, and agreeable to the
,but J views of the British ministry, the Massa-
im | chusctts assembly raised a body of troops,
pint- || which were sent to Noya Secotia, to assist
nade § Lieutenant-Governor Lawrence in drivi
the French from their several encreach-
teem J ments within that province. ¥
asted | < The expedition against Niagara was en-
¢ the | trusted to (overnor Shirley, but failed
ce of || through various causes.
Vo ¥ Sir William, tﬁé\gColoncl Johnson, was.
redof Jappointed to go against Crown Point. The
r.fort §delays, slowness, and deficiency of prepara.
tion; prevented the several colonies joihing
I% their troops till about August. In'the mean
‘ time the active enemy had transported for-
ces from Frauce to Canada, marched them
down to meet the provincials, and attacked
them ; but, meeting with a repulse, lost 600
men, besides havidg their general Baron
Dieskau wounded and made prisoner.
‘Thenext year the Massachgsctts r;ised a
atarmament to go against Crown Point ;
ut Lord Loudon?oon his arrival, did not
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think it proper that the forces should pro.
ceed, owing to a temporary misunderstand-

ing between his Lordship and the general 1
court. inte
In the yeuar 1758, happily for the British Bri
nation, the great Mr. Pitt was placed at the the
head of the ministry, when the face of af. ari
fairs was soon changed, the war was prose. re
‘cuted withunexampled success, and the en- in‘:
¢my was at length driven ont of America. sen
* Mr. Israel Mauduit, the Massachusetts i
agent, in 1763, gav€ early notice of the col
ministerfal intentions to tax the cplonies ; ach
but the general coutt not being called to- be
gether till the latter end of the year, in- hfl'
mmmwmc agent, though selicited by pes
, ‘could net be sent in proper time. Sh
- The next year however, 1764, the house Rb
of representatives came to the following re- he
solutions : ** That the sole right of giving M
and Tnnring the money of the people of that fay
provirce, was vested in them as their legal s

tepresentatives ; and that the imposition of
duties and taxes by the parliament of Great
Britain, upon a people who are not repre- b
sented in the House of Commons is abso- " da
lutely irreconcilable with their rights.” ‘
‘“’That no man can justly take the property
of another without his consent; u

which original principle, the right of re-
presentation in the same body, which ex. e
ercises the power of making laws for



/
/

NorRTH AMERICA. 53

levying taxcs, one of the main pillars of the
British constitution, is evidently founded.”’
These resolutions were occasioned by
intelligence of what had been done in the
British House of Commons. It had been
there debated in March, whether they had
a right to tax the Americans, they notbeing
represented, and determined unanimously

he en- in the affirmative. Not a single person pre-
erica. sent ventured to controvert the right.

usctts After various propositions for taxing the
of the colonies, Mr. Grenville’s intended stamp
onies § act was communicated to the American
ted to- agents, Many of them did not oppose it,
ar, m- half their number being placemen or de-

pendents on the ministry. Mr. Joseph
Sherwood, an honest Quaker, agent for
Rhode-Island, refused his consent to Ame-
Ang re- rica’s being taxed by a British parliament.

‘giving Mr. Mauduit, the Massachusetts agent,
e of that favored the raising of the wanted money by
tir: Jegal a stamp duty, as it would occasion less ex-
sition of nse of oéccrs, and would include the

est-India islands. The scheme, how-
_ever was postpouned, and the agents autho-

of Great

it re-

is abso- rised to inform the American assemblies,
rights.’ that they were at liberty to m(fﬁ:t any
property other ways ofraising monies, and that Mr,
t; upon Grenville was ready to receive proposals
ht of re- for any tax, that might be equivalent
Aich ex. in its produce to the stamp tax. The co-

laws for lonies seemed to consider it as an afiront,

E 2
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rather than as a compliment. The minis- tere
ter would not be content with any thing wou
short of a certain specific sum, and proper wol
funds for the payment of it.- Had not the r,
sums been answerable to his wishes, he Th
would have rejected them ; and he would ala
scarcely havé satisfied with less than |
300,0001. per annum, which was judged his
absolutely necessary to defray the whole dis
expense of the army for the de. pro
&nﬁc of é\zeﬁu. in t
* No satisfact Is being made on law
the side of th:rxmergum, Mr.g(‘nenville to «
adhered to his purpose of bringing forward “Th
the stamp bill, though repeatedly Knsud to:
by some of his friends to desist. Richard op)
Jackson, Esq. had been chosen agent for ap
the Massachusetts, who, with Mr. Frank. his
lin, and others, lately come from Philadel- wa
phfa, waited on Mr. Grenville, in Februa- wh
1y, 1765, to remonstrate against the stamp ve
bill, and to propose, that in case any tax sol
must be laid upon America, the several co- be
lonjes might rmitted to lay the tax dr
themselves. r. Grenville, however, ve
adbeéred to his own opinions, and said in

be had pledged his word for offering the
stamnp bill to the house, and that the house
would hear their objections. g:

‘I"he bill was accordingly brought in, and m
in'March, the same year, received the royal aj
dssent. The framers of the stamp act flat- er
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tered themselves, that the confusion which
would arise from the disuse of writings,
would compel the colonies to use stamp pa-

er
:)‘t)he r, and therefore to pay the taxes imposed.
, he ‘Thus they were led to pronounce it to be
ould a law which would execute itself.

than Mr. Grenville, however, was not without
dged his apprehensions that it might occasion
vhole disorders ; to prevent or suppress which he

projected another bill, which was brought
in the same sessions, whereby it was made
lawful for military officers in the colonies
to quarter their soldiers in private houses.
‘This seemed intended to awe the people in-

rward

ressed toa compliance with the other act. Great
ichard opposition being made to it, as under such
nt for a power in the army, no one could lock on
Franks his house as his own; that part of the bill
iladel- was dropt ; but there still remained a clause
ebrua- when it passed into a law, to oblige the se-
stamp veral assemblies to provide quarters for the

soldiers, and to furnish them with firing,
bedding, candles, small beer,rum, and sun.
dry other articles, at the expense of the se-

the tax

ywever, veral provinces. This clause comtinued
wl said in force after the stam;t act was repealed.
ing the These proceedings of themother country

ve rise to great disturbances in America.
ome persons of consequence at Boston, to
manifesttheir abhorrence and detestation of
a party in England, who they supposed were
_endeavoring to subvert the British consti-

i house

tin, nmi
he roya
) act a‘t-‘
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tution, to enslave the colonies, and to ali- ’i°3;
enate the affections of his majesty’s most :gm’

faithful subjects in. America, carly in the
morning of the 14th of August hung upon
the limb of alarge dead elm, near the en-

trance of Bosten, in one of the most pub-
lic streets, two effigics. One of them as 1
appeared by the labels affixed thereto, was hi
intended to represent the stamp officer ; the ed
other was a jack-boot, with a head and larg
horns peeping out of the top. tiot
+The report of this novelty drew great num- &t
bers from every part of the town and the
neighboring country, This affair was lcft eC
to. take its own course, so that an enthusi- "’:
astic spirit diffused itself into the minds of -
the gpectators. In the evening, the figures g
were cut down, and carried in funeral pro- ;
cession, the populace shouting, Liderty and pa
property for ever ! No stamps, ©e. th
- They then went to a new building, erected th
by BI Oliver, which they pulled down, g

falsely supposieg it to be designed for the
s _office. As sgon as they appioached
Mr.Oliver’shouse they beheac eC&ﬁc efiigy,
at the same time breaking all his windows,
and demolishing his gardens, fences, barns,
and every thing else that came in their way.
. The next day, Mr.Oliycr,L,hrfulaf what
mii;ht happen, dcdued'd%hc,mwﬂn_ ritten
to England and ruign_ea, he mpb assem..
bled again at night; and after some expres.
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sions of joy for the resignation, proceeded

' :1:; to the licutenant or’s, Mr. Hutchin-
nthe son’s house, which they besieged for an
; e hour, but in vain ; insisting repeatedly up-
l::‘ on knowing, whether he had not written
d b. in favor of the stamp act.

P These disorders grew every day more

'm as
, was
" ; the
| and

enormous and alarming. Mobs once rais-
ed soon become ungovesnable by new and
large accessions, and extend their inten-
tions far beyond these of the original insti-
tors. Crafty men may intermix with
&m, when they are much heated, and di- /
rect their operations very differently from

num-
ad the

o | P B ety
‘ ngland were aft
:_‘nchsrg: m y the disturbances in the colonies:
<y ome were for supperting the authority of
. pa o parliament at all events, and for enforeing
v the stamp act, if aeedful, with the point of

the swerd ; while others were mnﬁuetmg
the colonies b{ the al of it. Happily
for them, Mr. Grenville and his'party were
thrown out of place, and were succeeded by
the Marquis of Rockingham, whew, on the

trected
down,
for the
oached

zcigy, 22d of February, 1766, this obnoxieusact

bhrns‘ was repealed. : '
Ay In May, 1767, Mr. Charles Townsend,
o whi; then chancellor of the Exchequer, moved
titen the ‘House of Commons for leave to bring

yassems

in bills for granting a duty upon paper,
| eXPress glass, painters colours, &c. in the &‘gie'h
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American colonies ; for settling salarics on
the governors, judges, &c. in North Ame-
rica ; and for taking off the duties on teas
cxported to America, and granting a duty
of three pence a pound on the importation
in America. Two bills were at lengthfram-
ed, and in June received the royal assent.

These acts occasioned fresh disturban-
ces in America, where matters were carried
to @ much greater height than before. In
consequence of this, Lord Hillsborough
wrote to general, Gage, in June, 1768, to-

\send troops to Boston, in order to preserve
the peace of that town.

The introduction of troops into Boston
was attended with very serious consequen-
ces. . The inhabitants became exceedingly
riotous, and some of the rabble pushcd
their ill conduct, so far, as to oblige the
soldiers ta fire on them, ia their own de.
fence.. This on the 5th of March,
1770, when t ns were killed, five
dangerously wounded, and a few slightly.

hmr&onxpn»ving the evil, and
only t ;g widen the breach. Under
the notion of zeal for liberty, the rabble
ran into the most extensive licentious-
ness, and 'were every where guilty of the

- mostlawless, unjust, and tyrannical pro-

ceedings, pulling.down houses, destroy-
ing d\:n&roperty of every onc that had
fallen r their displeasure and deliver-
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ing prisoners out of the hands of justice.
t us now turnour attention to sce what
was doing, in the mean time at home. The
supporting the authority of parliament, was
the “only cause assigned by the minister
himself for retaining the tea duty at the very
time when he acknowledged it to be as
anti-commercial a tax, as any of those that
had been rcYcaled upon that principle.
The East- India Company, feeling the bad
effects of the colonial smuggling trade in
the large quantities of tea; which remained
in their ware-houses unsold, requested the
repeal of the three penceper pound inAme-
rica, and offered, that on its being conaplied

‘with, governmént should retain six pence

inthe pound on the exportation. Thus the
company presented the happiest artu-
nity that could have been offered-fofihon-
orably fémoving thecatise of differenice with
America. This afforded an opening for do-
ing justice, without infringing the claims
on either side.. The minister wasrequest-
ed and'intreated, by a geatleman of great
weight in the company, and a member of
rliament, to embrace the opportunity ;
t if 'was obstinately rejected. 12
New contrivances were set on foot to in-
troduce . the tea, attended with the three-
penny duty, into all the colonies. Various
intrigues and solicitations were used to in-
duce the East-India company to undertake
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this rash and foolish business. It vas pro.

tett;d against as ‘contrary to the principle scls o
of the'company’s monopoly ; butthe - ness
er of the mfl:?nry prevailed, and mm F“{“
nificantthree-penny duty on tea was doom. , h
ed tobe the fatal bone of contention be- the B
tweenreat Britaiwand hercolonies. The S’)Y to
xompany at last adapted the system, and e 1r
became their own factors. They sent 600 sernc
‘chests of tea to ‘Philadelphia, the like 2081(
squantity to New-¥ ork and Boston, besides J|  disch
!what was consigmed to other places. Seve- ware,
vl 'ships were' also freighted for different [  inthe
-coldnies, and agents appointed for thedis- | 1774
Iposal of the commodity. Ot
I the mean tie the colemists, whowell J| Parli
-knew what had passed in the mothercoun. [| tendi
-triy, were'concerting medsures 1o counter- Bost
-act'the! views of: itislhministry. Soen ;,0" Y
rafver the arrivabof the tea'ships at Boston, a rom
-number of persons, chiefly masters of ves. 3f be
sels, and ship builders fromy the ner¢h-end a,l':f
-of the town, abeut sevanteen in number, pa
‘dregsed as Indians, went onboard theships, | Strar
‘anddn'about two bours hoisted outof them | The
: arid broke open 342 chestsoof tea the con- was
tents of which they emptied into the'sen. | €€P
hey were not in the Jeast' molested ; for lof a
~the multitude 6f specwators on ' the wharf AWa
- served as a.covering!party. Thewhole bu- | POl
sinéss was con “with very little tu. S""
‘swult, and mo damage was done to the ves, r:;:
e
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sels or any other property. When the busi-
ness was finished, the people returned qui-
ctly to their own towns and habitations.
' *hcsc and other decisive proceedings of
the Bostonians, induced the British minis-
try to brii:F in a bill into parliament, ** for
the immediate removal of the officers con-
cerned in the collection of the customs at
oston, and to discontinue the landing and
discharging, lading and shipping of goods,
wares and merchandizes at Boston, or with.
in the harbor thereof.” Onthe 3 1stof March
1774, the bill received the royal assent.
- Other bills were passed by the British
parliament, brought in by Lotd North, all
tending to punish the Americans, and the
Bostonians in particular for their refrac-
tory behavior, Petitions were sent over
from America, and several of the members
of both houses reprobated these severe and
dangerous proceedings ; bat no régard was
paid either to the petitions or to the remon-
strances of the minority in both houses.
The then ministry, at the head of which
was Lord North, were determined to ac-
cept from the Americans of nothing short
of absolute and implicit obedience to the
laws of taxation. On the other hand, the
people of Massachusetts Bay, supported
and spurred on by the other colonies, were
determined not to submit, antl prepared to
repel force by forcei“ They collected all

e
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the arms they could, and spent much of :]Tc(l,]
their time in the exercise of them. Hg) a
These proceedings of the people, and the «
their manifest disposition to resistance, éans
alarmed the general, who thowght it neces.- troo
sary, for the safety of the troops, as well as A
to secure the important post of Beston, to ton
fortify the entrance at the neck, which af- of th
forded the only communication, except by cebwi
water, between the town and the continent. Lor¢
In England, petitions were presented ki

from the merchants of London, and almost T

all the trading towns in the kingdom ; and piec
Mr, Bollan, ﬁ)r. Franklin, and Mr. Lee, T
also presented petitions from the Ameri- Bies
can congress ; but government treated Smi
them with indifference and contempt. peci

Lord Chatham persevered in the prosecu-
tion of his conciliatory scheme with Ame-
rica,andaccordingly broughtintothe house
of lords the outlines of a bill, which he
hoped would answer that salutary purpose ;
but the ministry rejected it. At the same
time, Lord North gave a sketch of the mea-
sures' he intended to pursue, which were
to send a greater force to America, and to
bring in a temporary act, to put a stop to
all the foreign trade of the different colo-
nies of New-England, particulafly their
fishery on the banks of Newfoundland, till
they returned to their duty.

While matters were thus going on at
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home, General Gage, at Boston, received
intelligence that cannon and carriages were
deposited in the neighborhood of Salem.
He accordingly sent a body of troops from
the castle to seize q\cm, but the Ameri-
cans found time to get them away, and the
troops returned without effectingany thing.
A skirmish having happened at Lexing-
ton, between the king’s troops and a party
of the militia, General Gage no sooner re.
ceived this intelligence than he detached
Lord Piercy to Concord, with sixteen
companies of foot, and a number of ma-
rines, 900 men in the whole, and two
pieces of cannon, to support Col. Smith,
The junction of the brigade under Lord
Piercy, with the detachment under Colonel
Smith, gave the last a breathing time, es-
pecially as they now had cannon, which
awed the provincials from pressing upon
the rear in a direct line ; but the whole
force did not venture to halt long, as the
minute men and militia were every where
colleeting, in order to cut off their retreat
to Boston.They soon renewed their march,
constant skirmishing succeeded, and a
continual fire, though often irregular and
scattering on their side, as well as on the
art of ﬁgc provincials. The close firing
?rom bebind the walls, by good marksmen,
for such were almost all the provincials,
put the troops into no small confusion, and
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made it so éangcrous for the officers, that Tt
they were more attentive to their safety selv
than common. The regulars, when near sent
Cambridge, were upon the point of taking rals
a wrong road, which would have led them En
into the most imminent danger ; but were Wee‘
prevented by the direction of a young gen. saik
tleman residing at the college. They made
good their retreat a little after sun-set, Me
over Charlestown neck to Bunker’s hill, 17‘,
but spent and worn down by the excessive m
fatigues théy  had undergone, having A
rched that day between thirty and forty

iles. Here they remained secure till the n
next day, when they crossed at Charles-
town ferry, and returned to Boston. In T
this skirmish, the regulars had 65 killed, 17
180 wounded, and 28 made prisoners.
The provincials had 50 men killed, 34 17
wounded, and four missing. ‘ 17

Let us now réturn to the mother coun. '
try, wher€ the restraining and fishery bilt 17
met with great gponhign in both houses
of parliament. ‘Fhe fishery bill had scarce- -

ly clearéd the House of Commons, whén

ord North brought in another to restrain
the trade and ecommerce of the colonies of
New.Jerséy, Pennsylvania, land,
Virginia, and South Carolina, to Great
Britain, Ireland, and the British islands'in
the West Indics‘ under certain conditions
and limitations.

;c
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The British ministry did not confine them-
selves to the making of laws ; but they also

thai
fety

near sent out against the Americans the Gene-
king rals Howe, Clinton and Burgoyne, who left
hem England on the 28th of May, and in about a
were week alterwards transports ladenwith troops
gen. sailed from Cork, to reinforce Gen. Gage.
:n:;ltc Memorable events recorded in this chapter.

1745 Expedition against Louisbourg.

hill, 1755 General Braddock defeated.

:ff;; i M.:hmchmtta assembly  declate
‘7 aguinst pdrljamentary, taxes.
1‘10?,{, 1765 The Stnml;) act passed—Riots at Bos-
l lt “‘ton on account of that act.
LA 1766 The stamp act repealed.
:iu“;’ 1767 Mr. Charles Townsend taxes the
]

colonies again.

1768 Troops ordered to Boston.
1770 Soldiers at Boston fire on the inha-
bitants. ' '

oners.
:d, 34

_co“;?ﬁ 1773 The East India compdny émpowered
'lguscs ~ to éxport their own teas. "The tea
roe thrown ‘fnto the sea at Boston.

Y whén 1774 The Massachusetts people prepare to
Rgtrhin _defend their rights by arms. Gene-

ral Gage fortifies the entrance into

"“,‘;3' % Boston. I 5

;rme; 1775 General Gage sends troops to Salem.

lands'in " Skig-niishcs at Concord and Lexing-

aditions, ' ton—The rcstrainin? illspassed in
Englantl<-The Gen’ls. Howe, Clin<

ton and Burgoyne, sail for Boston.
F2
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CHAP. IV, ' procv
- cross
THE necessity of securing Ticonderoga the g
was early atteaded to bymanyin New- along
England. | Gen. Gage had set the example port,
of attempting to seize upon military stores, mory
and by so doing had commenced hostilities, Col.
s0 that retaliation appeared warrantable. veret
Col. Allen was at Castleton, with about of A
270 men, 230 of whom were Green Moun- Capt
tqin Boys, so called from their residing with- surp
in the limits of the Green Mountains, the enwy
mpshire ‘Grants being so denominated o
from the range of gregn mountains that run proc
through them.  Sentinels were placed im- com
mediately on all the roads to prevent any Gec
intelligence being carried to Ticonderoga. lye
Col. Arnold, wq\oood joined Col. Allen, T
seJorted. that there were at Ticonderoga, Am
pieces of heavy cannon, 20 of brass,, mel

from four to cighteen pounders, ten or & onl
dozep mortars, a number of _uu_ﬁ:ms, hill
and considerable stores ; that the fort was. ate(
ira‘fuinous condition, and, as he suppos- nes
e&,ﬂguvisoncd by about forty men., It was.
then settled, that Col. Allen should have
the supreme command, and Col: Arnold.
was

to be his assistant. L
Col. vlﬁlen with, bis 230 Green Mou
tain Boys, arrived at Lake Champlain,
opposite to Ticonderoga, on the ninth of

ay, at night. Boats were with difficulty
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procured, when he and Colonel Arnold
crossed over with 83 men, and landed near
oga the garrison. The two colanels advanced
ew- along side of each other, and entered the
wple port, lcadmg to the fort, in the grey of the
res, mornin A sentry snapped his fusee at
fies, Col. Al cn, and then retreated thro the co-
le. vered way tothe parade. The main body
bout of Americans then followed, and drew up.
oun- Capt. de la Place, the commander, was
rith- surprised in bed. Thus was the place tak.
~ the en without any bloodshed.

iated On the 15th June, 1775, the congress.
trun to choose by ballot a gencral to
lim- command .all the continental forces, and

t any George W-hmgton. Esq. was unanimous-

roga. ly elected. . |
illen, orders. were issued by the

: Amuhﬁ. detachment of a thousand
ng atevening, and entrench up-

rass,
ora By some mistake, Breed’s.
arms, i like the other, but situ-
it was, ated on part of the peninsula,

ppos- next to Boston, was marked out for the en-
[t was. trenchment instead of Bunker’s. The pra.

vincials proceeded therefore to Breed’s hill;;
but were prevented going to work till near
12 o’¢lock at night, when the pmucdx
their business with the wtmast di ?e
lhcmy ;' so that by the dawn of the day,
L thrown up a small redoubt, about
rods square. Such was the extraor-
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dinary silence that reigned among them,
that they were not heard by the British on
board their vessels in the neighboring wa.
ters. The sight of the works was the first
notice that the Lively man of war had of Al
them, when the captain began firing upon
them about four inpt‘l:: morning. AR

[ Fhe guns called the town of , the

cainp, and the fleet, to beheld a novelty, barg
which was little expected. ' The prospect :3: ':

obliged the British genecrals to alter the
phmhc"v: intended to have pursued the next
day. 'They grew weary of beingicooped
up in Bosten,.and hadresolved upon mak-
i themselves masters!of - Dorchester
heights ; but the present provincial moves.
ment prevented the expedition
now called to attempt pg
sclves of Breed’s hill, "on;
vincials centinued working, mo
ing a heavy fire from the e
number of floating batterié d
cation upon Cop’s hill, in"Boston,
opposite to the little American
An incessant shower of shot and bombs
was poured by the batteries upon the Ame-
rican work, and yet but one man was killed.
-The Americans continued laboring in- yix
defatigably till they had thrown up & small
.breast-work, extending from the east side
of the redoubt to the bottom of thathill ; but
they were prevented completing it from the
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Intolerable fire of the enemy. By some un.
accountable error, the detachment, which
had been working for hours, was neither
relieved, nor supplied with refreshments,
but were left to engage under these disad.
vantages. E

Between twelve and one o’clock, and the
day exceedingly hot, a number of boats and
barges, filled with regular troops from Bos-
ton approached Charlestown, when the men
were landed at Moreton's Point. They con.
sisted of four battalions, two companies of
grenadiers, and ten of light infantry, witha
propartion of field artillery ; but, by some
oversight, their spare cartridges were
much too big for them ; so that, when the
Americans weré at length forced from their

lines,’ there -was not & round of artillery
' MuajorGe yweand Brigadier Gen. Pi-

got had and,” The troops formed,
and remais thiat pasition, till joined by
a lmw&t'of'l bt infantry and
grentd) inmd.nba ion of the land
gqm anda ion‘of marines, amount-
ing in the whole to about 3000 men. The
Generals Clinton and Bu'r%oynefwok their
stand upon Cop’s hill, to observe and con-
template the bloody and destruétive opera.
tions that were now commencing. ' The'e.

ulars formed in two lines, and advanced
gclibe‘ra'tely, frequently halting to give time

iill; but
rom the
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for the artillery to fire, which was not well
served. The light infantry were directed to
foree the left point of the breast-work, and from
to take the American line in flank. The other
grenadiers advanced to attack in front, supy
ported by two battalions, while the left, un-
der Gen. Pigot, inclined to the right of the marks
American line. One ortwo of the continen-
tal regiments had been posted in Charles-
town, but afterwards removed to prevent
their being cut of by a sudden attack ; so ;
that the British were not in the least hurt and t!
by the musquetry from thence,
" Gen. Gage had for some time resolved
upon burning the town, -whenever any
works were raised by the Americans npop
the hills. belonging to ity and while the
British were advancing nearver to the at-
tack, ,.:rd'c;:i-ame to CQP’*%.“‘““" gav
ing the' resolution, . Soomiafter a ss
wes, disgharged, Which hlst e oid | 108 ¢
house near the ferry way ;. ¢ instant. their
ly spread; and most of the place was soon o
in flames; while the houses at the eastern disct
end of Charlestown were set on fire by men regu
who landed from the boats.
_The regulars derived no advantage from
the smoke of the conﬂagration, for the wind
suddenly shifting, carried it another way so
that it could not cover them in their ap,
proach. The provincials had not a rifleman
among them, not one being yet arrived
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from the southward; nor had they any
other guns than common muskets, and
even those were not farnished with bay.
onets. However, they were almeost all
marksmen, being accustomed to sponirx
of one kind or other from their youth.
number of Massachusetts people were in
the redoubt, and the part of the breast-work
nearest it. The left of the breast-work,
and the open ground stretching beyond its
point to the water-side, through which
there'was not_an- opportunity of carryin
the work, was occupied partly by the Mas.
sachusctts forces, and partly by the peo-
ple of Connecticut. =~
The British moved on slowly to the at-
tack, instead of using a quick step; which
gave the provincials the advantage of tak-
ing Surerand cooleraim.  These reserved
their fire, till the regulars came within ten
or twelye rods, when they began a furious
discharge of small arms, which stopped the
regulars, who kept up the firing withoutad.-
vancing. The discharge from the Ameri-
cang was so incessant, and did such execu-
tion, that the regulars retreated in disorder,
and with great precipitation towards the
place of landing. Their officers used every
cffort to make them return to the charge,
with which they atlength complied; but the
Americans again reserved their fire till the
regulars came within five or sixrods, when
the enemy was a second time put to flight.
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other

_ . General Howe and the officers redoubled those |
their exertions ; and General Clinton, per- tenant
ceiving how the army was staggered, pass. Pitcai
ed over, without waiting for orders, and The
joined them in time to be of service. The woun
mericans being in want of powder, sent In:
a supply but could procure none ; for was ¢/

was but a barrel and a half in the ma- ing ar
gazine. Thisdeficiency disabled them from nate f
king the same defence as before ; while ces h
m British reaped a further advantage by ous a
bringing some cannon to bear, 5o as to rake count
the inside of the breast-work from end to the pi
end. The regular amty now made a deci- partc
: hé fire fr

sive push, and t rom the ships and the fl
batteries was redoubled. The provincials he mj
were of necessity ordered to retreat. my,

It was feared by the Americans, that the with
British troops would push the advantage woul
they had gained, and march immedfuately to the 1
the head quarters at Cambridge, about two Had|
miles distant, and in no state of defence. musf
But they advanced no farther than to Bun. i
ker’s hill, where they threw wp works for and |
their own security. The provincials.did
the same upon Prospect-hill, in frent of
them, about half way to Cambridge. - arm!

. The loss of the British according to Gen.-
eral Gage, amounted to 1054, of whibm 226
were killed; of these 19 were commiission-
ed officers, including a lieutenant colonel,
two majors, and seven captains. Seventy
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other officers were wounded., Among.
those more generally regretted, were Licu.
tenant Colonel Abercromby and Major

bled

r-
.';,. Pitcairn.
and The provincials had 139 killed, 278
The wounded and 36 were missing, in all 453.

In the opinion of many, General Howe

sent

i for was chargeable with a capital error in land-
' ma- ing and attacking as he did. It might origi-
from nate from too great a confidence in the for-
while ces he commanded, and in too contemptu-
ge by ous an opinion of the enemy he had to en.-

counter. He certainly might have entrapped
the provincials, by landing on the narrowest
part of Charlestown neck, under the fire of
the floating batteries and ships of war. Here
he might have stationed and fortified his ar-
my, and kept up an open communication
with Boston by a water, carriage, which he
would have commandedthrough the aid of
the navy, on each side of the peninsula..

)rake
nd to
deci-
s and
ncials

it the

tely to

ut {wq Had he made this manauvre, the provincials-
ifence. must have made a rapid retreat from Breed’s.

» Bun. hill, to éscape havinghis troopsin their rear, -

and being enclosed. It was said that Gen-
eral Clinton proposed it. The rejection of
that proposal greatly weakened the British
army, and probably prevented the ruin of

rks for
als.did
it of

e.
to Gen. the Americans.
226 In July, the congress received a letter
ssion- from the convention of Georgia, setting.
colonel, forth, that the colong' had acceded to the

Seventy
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general association, and appointed dele-
gates to attend the congress.

The accession of Georgia to the colonies
occasioned their being afterwards called ke
Thirteen United Colonies. The first hostili.

ties that happened in this part between the Ca
ite parties,commenced about the mid- inten

dle of November, when a number of royal. line (
ists attacked the Americans, and obli mer
them; after three days, to surrcnder a %ert were
they had taken possession of, in which they sery.
expected to make an effectual resistance. all w
outt

n the month of November, the New.
York convention having resolved upon the
removal of the cannon from the battery of
the city, Captain Sears was appointed to the
business. Laptain Vandeput, of the Asia

man of war, ﬂ?:jwntcly informed of the de- U
sig#y and prepa p oppose its execution, fire
Learning when ‘ig#Was to be attcmpted he Asi

appointed a boat-@ w ption of the ar
: le assembled Tosithe | £ about the d
dead of night, The ¥ ‘boat giv- any

ing the signal, with a flash of powder, of Son

ar

what was going fi ns on

shore mistook it n uftem amus.
ket at them, and fnmédiately:@med a volley -
of shot at the dboat, by whinh a man was zer

" killed. Captain Vande ut . after com. dis

menced : firing from the with m enl
and swivel shot, 18 and 24 péunders, Ca

put killing a smglc person; and ‘'w
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only three, two slightly, the other lost the
calf of the leg. He then ceased for a con-
siderable time, supposing that the people
had desisted from their purpose, while they
were only changing their mode of opération.

ele-

nies
| the
itili-

. the Capt. Sears provided a deceiving party,
nid- intended to draw the Asia’s fire from the
yyal. line of the working party. He sent the for-
iged mer behind a*breast-work, by which they
L%:rt were secured by dodging down upon ob-
they serving the flash of the Asia’s guns. When
e, all was inreadiness, they huzzaed,and sung
New. out their notes as though tugging in ygison,
n the and fired from the walls ; while the ‘work-
ry of ing party silently got off twenty-one eigh-
to the teen pounders, with carriages, empty car.

Asia -
hede-
ation,

+ tridges, rammers; &c. ‘
ng‘on hearing the noise and seeing the

fire of the musketry the captain '

Asia to fire a whole brdadside towardsithat

ed, he

of the part of the fort, where-the deceiving party
ut the had secured themselvesy without intending
at giv- any particular injury to the city. However

some of the shot flew into the city, and did

damage.
This affair happened at a very late hour,

der, of
Jns On

amus.
wvolley - between twelve and two, and threw the citi.
i was zens into the utmost consternation. The
r com. distress of the New-Yorkers was very much

encrefised by a painful apprehension, that
Capt. ¥andeput would renew his firing up-
onthe . A removal of men, women, chil.

"N
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dren, and goods instantly commenced, and
continued for some time. Matters were
however so far adjusted, as to quiet the ap-
prehensions of the people, in reference to
their suffering further from the fire.of the
Asia. To prevent it the convention permit-
ted Abraham Lott, Esq. to supply his ma.
jesty’s ships, stationed at New-York, with
all necessaries, as well fresh as salted, for
the use of those ships.
- In the month of November, the general as-
sembly of Rhode-Island passed an act for the
capital punishment of persons, who should
be found guilty of holding a traitorous cor-
respondence with the mmistry of Great-
Britain, or any of their officers or agents, or
of supplging the ministerial army or navy,
employed aguninst the United Colonies, with
provisions, arms, &c. or of acting as pilots
on board any bf their vessels. They also
passed an act for sequestering the estates of
several persons, whom they considered as
avowed enemies to the liberties of America.
On the night of the 26th of August, about
2000 American troops entrenched them-
selves on Plowed hill, within point blank
shot of Bunker’s hill ; and notwithstanding a
continual fire on them all the day following,
they had only two killed agid two wonndcg.‘
The British finding that their fire did not
auswer, relaxed, and after a while desisted

examee TR 3PBEESR583 38% 55 . 888 23
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entirely, and the Americans remained qui-
et in their new post.

In the beginning of September, General
Washington received a very acceptable re-
mittance of 7000 pounds weight of powder,
which had been very scarce in the Ameri-
can army.

Gen. {Vashington, having receivedipleas-
ing accounts from Canada, being assured
that neither Indians nor Canadians could be
prevailed upon toact against the Americans,

.concerted the .plan of detaching a body of
‘troops: from the head quarters, across the
. country:to Quebec. He communicated the

same to'Gen. Schuyler, who approved-it,

.and all things were got in readiness.

set out on the expedition on the 13th Sep-
tember,under the command of Col. Arnold,
assisted by the colonels Greene and Enos,

“and majors Meigs and Bigelow, the whole
. force amounting to about eleven hundred
- ARCRe F12H M T LR S RISe AT

..+'On/the 18th of October, Capt. Mowat

destroyed 189 houses, 278 stores and other
buildings, the far greater and better part of
the town of Falmouth, in the northern part
of Massachusetts. The inhabitants in com-
pliance with a resolve of the provinciai con-
gress, to prevent tories carrying out their
effects, gave some violentobstruction toithe
lmdin&of a mast ship, which drew upon
them indiguu'oa of the British admiral.
2
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In the mean time, Ge¢neral Montgomery
was'sent forward to Ticonderoga, with a bo-
dy of troops; and being arrived at the Isle
auxNpix, he drew up a declaration, which
he'sent among the Canadians, by Col. Allen
and Major Brown, assuring them that the
army was designed only against the Enﬂish
garrisons, and not against the country, their
liberties or religion. - He' lays siege to St.
Johns, on the 17th of September.

Col. Allen and Major Brown' being on

‘their return, after executing the commis-
sion, with which/the had entrusted
‘them, the latter advised Col. Allen to halt,
and proposed that the colonel should return
to Longueil, procure canoes and cross the
-river St.Lawrence, alittle north of Montre-
al, ‘while he, the major, orossed a little to
the south of the town, with near 200 men,
as he had boats sufficient. The planwasa
proved, and Col. Allen passed the river:
the night. The major, by some means; fail-
edon hi¢ part, and Cdl. Llanhiﬁlelf
the next morning, in a critical’ situation,
bat concluded on defending himself. Gen.
Curhm,hmhghow ColiAllen was,
marched out against him W:Xruhout
regulars, together with Canadians, Englis
“and Irdians, amounting to some hundreds.
The colonel’ defended himself with® much
bravery ; but being deserted by severd,
~¢hiefly Canadians; and having had fiftéen
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of his men killed, was under the neces-
sity of surrendering with thirty-one effec-
tives and seven wounded. He was directly
put inirons.

‘On the 4th of October, a party of Cana-
dians, who had joined the besiegers; be-
fore St. Johns, entrenched themselves on
the east side of the lake, on which the ene-
my sent an armed sloop with troops to drive
them away ; but the Canadians attacked the
sloop with vigor, killed a namber of the
-men/ and obliged her to return to 8t. John
'im a shattered condition. ;
-.On the 7th, the,main body of the army
decamped from the south, an‘l marched to
the north side of the fort. In the evening,
they began to throw up @ breast-work, in
rerder to erect a battery of capnon and mor-
itars: The'continental troops bret such a spi-
-rit'of liberty into the field, and thot so frecly
Afor them ‘that they would not bear ei-
~ther subordination or discipline. The gene-
rals could not, in truth, direct their opera-
. tions, and would not have stayed an hour at
stheir head, had they not feared that the ex-
@mﬂe would be too generally followed, and
-80 have injured the public service. There
~ <wasa great want of powder, which with the
. -disorderly behavior/ of the troops, was a

~-damp to the (of terminating the 'siege
-successfully. The prospect, however, soon
brightened, for the Americans plasned an

R S .
/

et e ——n < it
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attack upon Chamblee, and in batteaus car-
ried down the artillery, past the fort of St.
Johns. After a short demur, Chamblee sur-
rendered to the majors Brown and Living-
ston. The greatest acquisition was about
six tons of powder, which gave great en-
couragement to the provincials. '
On the 3d of November, the garrison of
St Johus, consisting of 500 regulars and
100 Canadians, after a siege of 46 days,
surrendered by capitulation. - :
* On the 12th of November, Gén. Mont.
gomery pressed on to Montreal, which not
‘being capable of making any defence, Gov.
‘Carleton quitted it one day, andthe Ame-
«gican general entered it the next. ' 21
/" Notwithstanding' the advanced season of
‘the year, Gen. Montgomery marched on
appeeed b Guchee. Th g e
re . £ -
-sisted of about fifteen hundred;: while the
“besiegers were said to censist of little more
-than that nomber.’ Upon his: .
ing before the city, he sent forwarda flag of
truce, which was fired upon by order of Sir
Guy Carleton. At this Gen.
was 50 ed, that the next day he wrote
to 8ir Guy, and in hisletter, departed from
the common mode of conveying his senti-
“ments ; he made use of threats and
‘which in his cooler moments' he:
“have declined. honaptsid

e e et e e i .
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In spite of the inclemency of the season,
he set about erecting works. His batteries
were composed of snow and water, which
soon became solid ice.  He planted on them
five pieces of ordnance, twelve and nine
pounders, with one howitzer ; but the artille.
ry was inadequate, and made no impression.
In the evening, a council was held by all
the commanding officers of Col. Arnold’s
detachment, and a large majority were for
storming the garrison, as soon as the men
were provided with bayonets, spears, hatch-
ets and hand grenades. The plan of storming
‘the garrison was wholly the work of Gen.
Montgomery, who, in the council of war
held on the accasion, shewed the necessity,
practicability, and importance of it, in such
a clear and convincing manner, that they
unanimously agreed to the measure. The at-
tempt had the appearance of rashness ; but
the general was persuaded that men, who
had behaved so bravely, would follow him,
and that Sir Guy Carleton’s forces would
not fight, when actual service commenced.
On the 31st of December, the troops as-
sembled at the hour appointed. They were
to make the attack by the way of Ca
‘Diamond, at the general’s quarters on the
heights of Abraham, and were headed by the
Gen.himself. Col. Arnold was made to at-
tack through the suburbs of St. Roe. Col.
Livingston and Maj. Brown were to make a
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false attack upon the walls, to the southward
of St. John’s gate, and in the mean time to
sctfire to the gate with the combBustibles pre-
pared for that purpose. The colonel was al-
so to give the signals forthe combination of
the attacks, which were to begin exactly at
five o’clock. Itis said that Capt. Fraser, of
the regulars, who was then on piquet, going
his rounds, saw the rockets fired off as sig-
nals, and, forming a conjecture of what was
going forward, beat to arms without orders,
and so prepared the garrison for defence.

The different routes, the assailants had
to make, the depth of the snow, and other
obstacles, prevented the execution of Liv-
ingston’s command. ‘The general moved
with his division, attended by a number of
carpenters, to the piquets at Cape Diamond.
These were soon cut with the saws, and the
general pulled them down himself. He then
entered, attended by the carpenters and
some of his officers.

On their entrance, their guides forsook
them, which alarmed the general and other
officers, who were unacquainted with the

and situation of the enemy’s artillery.
mever, they pressed on, and the general,
observing that tﬁe troops did not follow with
irit, called out, ¢¢ Fie, for shame ! will the
ew-York troops desert the cause in- this
critical moment ! Will you not follow when
your general leads ! Push on, brave boys,

—
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Quebec is ours.” A few acted with resolu.
tion,advanced and attacked the guard house,
when the enemy gave a discharge of grape
shot from their cannon, and also of small
arms which provqgfatal to the general, his
aid-de-camp, Capt. Cheeseman, and others.
The firing from the guardhouse ceased, by
the enemy’s quitting their post, and the op-
portunity offered for the assailants to push
forward with success; but the deputy quar-
ter-master general, Campbell, with the rank
of colonel, assumed the command, ordered
a retreat, which took place, and the wound-
ed were carried off to the camp.

The divison under Col. Arnold was equal-
ly unsuccessful. The colonel received a
wound in one of his legs from a musket ball,"
and was carried to the general hospital. His
men maintained theirgroundtill ten o’clock,
when, all hopes of relief being over, they'
were oblifod at last ‘to surrender prisoners
of war. In this attack the provincials lost’
upwards of an hundred men. Gen. Mont.
gomery was shot through both his thighs
and his head. His body was taken up the
next day, an elegant coffin was prepared, '
and he was soon after decently interred.’
The general was tall and slender, well limb-
ed, of easy, graceful, and manly address.
He had the love, esteem, and confidence of -
the whole army ; he was of a good family
in Ireland, and had served with reputation
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in the late war with France. His excellent
qualities and disposition procured him an
uncommon share- of private affection, and
his abilities of public esteem. His death
was considered as a greap?}lloss to the Ame.
rican cause, than all the others with which
it was accompanied.
Whenthe continental troops had collect-
ed after the unsuccessful attack on Quebec,
there arose a dispute who should command,
and whether it was advisable to raise the
siege, or wait till a reinforcement should
arrive. A council of war agreed, that Col.
Arnold should command, and should con-
tinue the siege, or nther the blockade,
which was accordingly done, apparently at
no small risk, as they had not mere than
four hundred men fit for. duty; but they
retired about three miles from the city, and
posted themselves advantageously.
Memorable events recorded in this chapter. An. 1775
Thaewedmon against Ticonderoga.
Geo. Washington, Esq. elected command-
. er in chief of the continental forces.
The battle of Bunker’s hill.
ia accedes to the Union.
The thirteen Colonies united.
The Asia man of war fires upon New. York.
Col. Arnold’s expedition into Canada.
l"nlmouth'dcstmyed, and on what account.
Col. Allen taken’prisoner, and put in irons.
Gen. Montgomery appears before Quebec,
and falls i an attacTupon it.

ing
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CHAP V.,

ET us now return to Boston and its
environs, and see what was transact-

ing there. On the 15th of February, 1776,
the strength of the ice having been tried in
one place, and the frost continuing, Gen.
Washington was desirous of embracing the
scason for passing over it, from Cambridge
side into Boston. He laid before the coun-
cil of war the following'question : *‘A stroke
well aimed at this critical juncture may put
a final period to the war, and restore peace
and tranquility so much to be wished for %’
and therefore, whether part of Cambridge
and Roxbury bays being frozen over, &
general assault should not be madeon Bos-
ton
- General Ward opposed the idea, saying,
“ The attack must be made with a view
bringing on an engagement, or ‘of driving
the enémy cut of Boston, and either end wi
be answered much better by possessing Dor.
chester heights.”” When the votés ‘were
called for, the majority were against the ati
tack. It was however determined to possess
themselves of Dorchester heights, which

* was accordingly afterwards accamplished.’

" .On the 5th of March, the British admiral
informed Gen. Howe, that if the Americans
possesscd those heiﬁts,lhe eould not keep
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one of his majesty’s ships in the harbor.—

Every design of General Howe to force the vinc
American works on the hill being frustrated, towr
a councHl ‘of war was called, when it was L
agreed to evacuate the town as soon as pos- }:\ \J

ive

sible. The time that had been gained by the
Americans for strengthening their works,
took away all hopes of any successful at-
tempts to be made on them by the British
forces. The Americans had provided a
great number of barrels, filled with stones,
vel and sand, which were placed round
S: works, ready to be rolled down, with a
view to break the lines of any hostile ad-
vancing troops, n ascending the hills, -
On the 7th of March, there was a gene-
ral hurry and confusion in Boston, every one
in the royalinterest, being busy in preparing
to quit the town, and to carry off every thieg
that:was valuable. A flag was sent out from
the sefgct men, acquainting Gen. Washing-
ton with the intention of the troops, ang
that Gen. Howe was disposed to leave the:
town standing, provided he could retire un..
interru ted.n%en. Washington bound him.
self under no Oblislﬁﬂﬂfbllt expressed him.
self in words, which admitted of a fayorable
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construction ; and intimated his good wish.
* s for the preservation of Boston. At four

o’clock, in the merning, of the 17th, the "
| embarkation was completed, and before teg*
the whole flect was under sail, and the pro-

dis



Nortx Aumertca. 87
ro—

;the vincials soon after took possession of the
ated, town.

t was Let us now take a view of what was doing
| pos- in Virginia. Towards the close of 1775 the
)y the Liverpool frigate arrived at Norfolk from
rorks, Great Britain. Soon after the captain sent
ul at- a ﬁaﬁ‘of truce, and demanded to be inform.
iritish ed whether his mz‘?"est ’s ship of war would
ded a be supplied from the shore with provisions.
tones, The reply was in the negative ; and the
round ships in the harbor being continual:( an«
with a noyed by the rifiemen from behind the
ile ad. buildings and ware-houses -on the wharfs,

hills. - it was determined to dislodge them by des-
troying the town. :
-Previous notice was given," that the wo.
paring men, children, and other innocent persons,
i might remove from the danger. The en-
1t from trance of the new year was signalized at four
o’clock in the morning, by a violent cannon.
s, anfl’ ade from the Liverpool, two sloops of war,
and' the governor’s armed ship the Dun-
more, seconded by parties of sailors and
d him.' marines; who landed and fired the houses
od him- next the water.  Where buildings, instead

bl of being covered with tile, slate, or lead, are
vorstie 1 coversdaith shingles, (thin light picces of
, and about

At four fir or cedar, half a yard in lengt
ith, the six inches broad) let the wind be ever so
. moderate, they will, upon being fired, be
the pros likely to communicate the conh%ntion toa

e distance, should the weather be dry, by the
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?ﬂnﬂlbingkh being.driven by theifdros
mes to the tops of other houses, -
f ‘that t e might vcno

ter, sh they be %Md to elt&blukﬁ
post on the spot. . A few men were Killed
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On the X4th of March, a fresh attempt

was made in the house of lords, to prevent

a continuance of hostilities, which so far

succeeded, that in the May following, letters

patent, by his majesty’s orders, passed under

the great seal, constituting Lord Howe and

Gen. Howe, to be his majesty’s commis-

sioners for restoring peace to the colonies in
North America, and for granting pardon to

such of his majesty’s subjects there, then in
rebellion, as should deserve the royal mercy.

The same month Commodore Hotham,

with all the transports, having the first di-
vision of Hessians on board, sailed from St.
Helen’s for North America. Butlet us re-
turn to Canada, and attend to what was ge-
ing forward in that quarter.

he blockade of Quebec was continued ;
but the fears of the Americans were great,

as they had no more than 400 men to do
duty, while there were upwards of" three
times the number in the city; thecy were
in daily expectation that the besieged would
sally out upon them. At length a small re-
inforcement arrived, which enabled them
to take a little more rest, though the army
was again soon reduced by the small-pox
that broke out among them.

Towards the end of May, several regi-
mentsarrived from England, and the British
forces in Canada were estimated at about
13,000 men. The general rendezvous was
H 2
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appointed to be at ‘T'hree Rivers, half way
between Quebec and Montreal. The Ame-
ricans now formed a plan to surprise the Bri-
tish troops, and for that purpose marched
under cover of the night, on the 8th of June,
in order to attack them a little before day-
break. Gen. Thompson, who commanded
in this expedition, had procured a Canadian
fuide, who was either ignorant or unfaith-
ful; for, a little before sun rise, he found
his forees were out of the proper road. They
returned, but losing their way by the side
‘of the river, they were soon in view of some
of the enemy’s boats, between which and the
‘flanking party several balls were exchanged.
"“They then quickened their pace, and con-
tinued advancing in sight of the shipping,
with drums beating and fifes playing, as
they knew they were discovered. The ge-
nedl, judging there was no possibility of
passing the ships, without being exposed to
alFtheir fire, and yet determining to persist
in the expedition, filed off at a right angle
from the river. He meant totake a circuitous
route, and enter the town on the backside. A
bad morass interposed, the troops entered it,
“and the men were almost mired. About nine
o’clack, they came to a cleared spot, formed,
and got into some order about ten: They ad-
vanced, but before the rear had got off the
lace of formation, the front received aheav
from the enemy, which struck them wi
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terror. The fire was instantly repeated, and

though the balls flew over the heads of the

troops without doing any material execu-

tion, they gave way, and crowded back, in

the utmost confusion, which left them with- ¢
out a leader, so that every one did as he

pleased. They turned their faces Up the

river and hastened through the swamp as

fast as possible. Abgut eleven they t;"nn to
collect, and soon learned from the Canadi-
ans, that the enemy had sent a detachment,
with several field-pieces by land, to cut off
their retreat, and a party Ky water, to seize
their boats. About four they were told, that
the enemy had secured the bridge before
them, which it was supposed they must pass.
They were also convinced that a large body
were closely in their rear. Col. Maxwell or-
dered all w[‘;o had collected together to halt,
called the officers to him, and said, * What
shall we do? Shall we fight those in the front
or in the rear ? Shall we tamely submit ? or
shall we turn off into the woods, and each
man shift for himself !’ The last proposal
was preferred, but the enemy was so near,
that the rear of the Americans was expos-
“ed to another tremendous fire, while going
down the hill into the woods, but the balls
flew over them without injurir;ﬁ any. The
person, who was intrusted with the care of
- the boats, had removed them in time to a
secure place ; so that the loss of the Ame-
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ricans, which must otherwise have been
much greater, amounted only to about 200
prisoners.

The troops that escaped began to collect -
about ten the next day, and by noon were
considerably numerous. They gotalong by
degrees, and by sun set the day following ar-
rived opposite Sorel., Gen. Thompson and
Col. Irwin, the second ip command, with
some other officers were taken. The kill-
ed and wounded of the king’s troops were
wrifling.

The king’s forces having joined at Three
Rivers, proceeded by land #nd water to So-
rel, off which the fleet arrived in the even.
ing a few hours after the rear of the Ame-
ricans had leftit. A considerable body was
landed, and the command of the column giv-
en 10 Gen. Burgoyne, with instructions to

yursue the dontinental army up the river to
- Bt. Johus, but without hazarding any thing

till another column on his right should be
able to co-operate with him. SirGuy Carle-
ton’s extraordinary precaution to put no-
thing to hazard, when not absolutely neces-
sary, gave the Americans the opportunity

of escaping. Had Burgoyne been instruct- with whick
ed to press on with the utmost expedition, by two oth
great numbers of the provincials must have prepared fi
been made prisoners, and but few would tune, the
have crossed Lake Champlain. Thus end- astern of tl

. ed buta fe

ed the expedition against Quebec.
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Toreturn to Boston. The British Com-
modore, Banks, omitting toleave cruisers in
the bay, afforded an opportunity to the Ame-
rican privateers of taking anumber of High-
landers. Three days after his quitting it,
the George and Annabella transports enter-
ed, after apassage of seven weeks from Scot-
land, during the course of which they had
not an opportunity of speaking with a sin-
gle vessel that could give them the smallest
information of the British troops having
evacuated Boston. They were attacked in
the morning by four privateers, with whom
they engaged till the evening, when the
privateers bore away, and the transports
pushed for Boston harbor, not doubting
but they should there receive protection,,
either from a fort or ship of force stationed
for the security of British vessels. They
stood up for Nantasket road, when an Ame.
rican battery opened upon them, which was
the first serious proof they had of the situ«
ation of affairs at the port to which they were
destined. They were too $ar embayed to
retreat, as the wind had died away, and the
tide was half expended. The privateers,
with which they had been enrgaged, joined
by two others, made towards them. They
prepared for action ; but, by some misfor-
tune, the Annabella got aground so far
astern of the George, that the latter expect-
ed but a feeble support from her musketry.
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About eleven at night, the privateers an-
chored close by, and hailed them to strike
the British flag.  The mate of the George,
and every sailor on board, the captain ex-
cc&?ted, refused to fight any longer ; but the
officers and privates of the 71st regiment
stood to their quarters till all their ammu-
nition was expended, when they were forc-
ed to yield. I',l'hey had eight privates and a
major killed besides 17 wounded. The num-

" ber of Highlanders taken were 267 privates,

48 officers, besides Lieut. Col. Campbell.
: the 25th of June, Gen. Howe arrived
at y Hook in the Greyhound frigate.
He soon received from Gov. Tryon a full
account of the state and disposition of the
province, as well as of the strength of the
Americans. Gen. Washington’s army was
small, rather below 9000 fit for duty. Of
this little army it was said, at least 2000
were wholly destitute of arms, and nearly as
many with arms in'such condition as to be
rather calculated to discourage than animate
the user. On the 2d of July, Gen. Howe's
troops took pessession of Staten Island.
On the first of July, congress resolved
itself into a committee of the whole
the subject of independence ; but nem
colonies nor members being unanimousy it
was postponed till the next day. On the
fourth, they had it under further considera-
tion, when the declaration of indcpcndcnco
. |
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was agreed to and adopted. The title of it
was. ¢

““ A declaration by the Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress as-
sembled.”’

The preamble follows in these words.—
*“ When, in the course of human events, it
becomes necessary for one people to dissolve
the political bands which have connected
them with another, and to assume, nmong
the powers of the earth, the separate an
equal station, to which the laws of nature
and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent
respect to the oginions of mankind re-
quires that they should declare the causes
which impel them to the separation.

‘“ We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal—that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unali-
enable rights, thatamong these are life, liber-
ty and the pursuit of happiness—That to se-
cure these rights, governments are institut-
ed among men, deriving their just ers
from the consent of the governed—that
whenever any form of government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the right of
the people to alter or abolish it, and to insti-
tute a new government, laying its founda.
tion on such principles, and organizing
era- its powers in such form, as to them shall
mnee

e
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seem most likely to effect their safety and
happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate,
that governments long established, should
notbe changed forlightand transient causes;;
and accordingly all experience hath shown,
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the same object, evinces a design to reduce
them under absolute despotism, it is their
right, it is their duty, to throw off such go-
vernment, and to provide new guards for
their future security. Such has been the pa-
tient sufierance of these colonies, and such
isnow the necessity which constrains themto
alter their former systems of government.”’
The declaration proceeds to give a histo-
ry of repeated injuries and usurpation, all
having in direct object the establishment of
an absolute tyranny over those states.
On the 8th of July, at twelve o’clock the

declaration of independence was-proclaim- in Florida, B
ed at the state house in Philadelphia, amidst Lord Hov
the greatest acclamations. The next day, | the end ofJy
in conscquence of general orders, it was | to New.Vor

“read at the head of each brigade of the § the 12th of)
‘ontinental army at New-York, and every | shore by af
where received with loud huzzas, -and the | together wit
utmost demonstrations of joy. The same | late governo
evening, the equestrian statue of the king | them with h
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was laid prostrate on the ground, and the
lead of which it was tade was doomed to be
run into bullets. .

On the 14th of August, Lord Dunmore
quitted Virginia, and joined the British for-
ces. He arrived with' Lord Campbell and
Sir Peter Parker off Staten-Island. His lord-
ship continued on the coasts, and in the ri-
vers of Virginia, till the closeness and filth
of the small vessels, in which the fogitives
were crowded, together with the heat of the
weather, the badness and scarcity of water
and provisions, produced a pestilential fever
which made great havoc, especially among
the negroes, many of whom weresweptaway.
When at length every place was shut against
him, and neither water nor provisions were
to be obtained, but at the expense of blood,
it was found necessary to burn several of the
smaller and least valuable vesstls, to pre-
vent their falling into the hands of the Ame-
ricans, and to send the remainder, with the
exiled friends of government, to seck shelter
in Florida, Bermuda, and t heWest-Indies.

Lord Howe arrived off Halifax towards
the end of June, and from thence proceeded -
to New-York, and reached Staten-Islind by.
the 12th of July. From thence he sent on’
shore by a flag to Amboy, a circular letter,
together with a declaration to several of the
late governors of the colonies, acquainting
them with his powersl, and desiring them to

J—
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publish the same as genérally as possible,
for the information of the people. But it
was now too late to bring them back to the
obedicnce of the mother country, singe the
declaration of independence had been dyery
wherd solemnly read.

In the month of August, Gen. Howe fnd-
ing himself sufﬁcicnﬁy strong to attempt
something, resolved on making a descent,
on Long-%sland. The necessary measurss
being taken by the fleet for covering the de-.
scent, the army was landed, without oppo-
sition, between two small towns, Utretcht
and Gravesend, not far from the Narrows,
on the nearest shore to Staten-Island.

On this island are several passes through
the mountains or hills, which are easily de-
fensible, being very narrow, and the lands
high and mountainous on each side. These
were the only roads that cbuld be passed
from the south side of the hills to the Ame-
rican lines, except a road leading round the
casterly end of the hills to Jamaica. An early
attention had been given to the importance
of thesc passes. To the second of them, the
small American parties, patrolinF on the
coasts, retired upon the approach of the Bri.
tish boats with the troops. Lord Cornwallis
pushed en immediately with the reserve and
some other forces ; but finding the Ameri-
cans in possession of the pass, in compli.
ance with orders he risked no attack,
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passes or roads a guard of800 men; and to
the east of them in the wood, Col. Miles
was placed with hig/battalion to guard the
road from the sough of the hills to Jamaica,
and to-watch ¢ motion of the enémy on
that side, with orders to keep a party con-
stantly reconnoitring to and across the Ja-
maica road. The sentinels were so placed
as to keep a continual communication be-
tween the three guards on the three roads.

On the 26th of August, Gen. Howe,
having fully settled a plan of surprise, Gen.
de Heister, with his Hessjans, took post at
Flatbush in the evening, 4nd composed the
centre. About nine o’clock the same'night,
the principal army, containing much the
greater part of the British forces, under the
commands of Gen. Clinton, Earl Piercy,
and Lord Cornwallis, marched in order to
gain the road leading round the easterly end
of the hills to Jamaica, and so to turn the
left of the Americans. Col. Miles whose
duty it was to guard,this road, suffered the
British to march not less than six miles, till
they were near two miles in the rear of the
ruards, before he discovered and gave no-
tice of their approach, '

The next day, before day-break, Gen.
Clinton arrived within half a mile of the
road, when he halted, and settled his disposi-
tion for the attack.  One of his patroles fell
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in with g patrol of American officers on .
horscback who were trepanned and made l(:::l“sclf of Ak
prisonerg. Gen. Sullivan, though in expec- 'll[:c enga
tation that they would bring him intelli- break by?heg"

gence neglected sending out a fresh patrol
‘on findipg himself disappointed. Clinton,
learning from the captured officers, that the
Ameridans had not occupied the road, de-
tached k battalion of light infantry to secure
it, and| advancing with kis troops upon the
“first appearance of day, possessed himself of
the heights that commanded the road.
Abput midnight, thé guard, consisting all

of New-Yorkers and Pennsylvanians, per-
ceivipg that there was danger at hand, fled
withput firing a gun, and carried to Gen.
Parsons, who commanded them, theaccount
of the enemy’s advancing in great numbers
by that road. Gen. Grant’s movements were
to divert the attention of the Americans
‘from the left, where the main attack was to
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himself of a hill about two miles from the
camp.

The engagement began soon after day-
break, by the Hessians from Flatbush under
Gen. Heister, agd by Gen. Grant on the
coast ; and a warm ¢annonade, with a bri
fire of small arms, were cagerly suppo
on both sides for some considerable timg.
The Americans opposing Gen. Heister were
the first who were apprised of the march of*
the British troops under General Clinton.
They accordingly.retreated in large bodies,
and in tolerable order, to recover their
camp ; but they were soon interrupted by
the right wing under Gen. Clinton, who,
having halted and refreshed his forces after
passing the heights, continued his march
and getting into the rear af the left of the
Americans, about half past eight o’clock,
attacked them with his light infantry and
light dragoons, while quitting the heights
to return ta their lines. They were driven
back, and again met the Hessians, and thus
were they alternately chased and intercept.
ed. In these desperate circumstances, some
of their regiments, overpowered and out
numbered as they were, forced their wa
to the camps through all the dangers wit{
which they were pressed.

‘The Americans under Lord Stirling, who
were engaged with Gen. Grant, behaved
with great Liavery uid resolution; hut were

2
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so late in their knowledge of what passed
elsewhere, that their retreat was intercepted
by some of the British troeps, who, besides
turning the hills and the American left, had
traversed the whole extent of country in
their rear. Several broke through the en-
emy’s lines and got into the woods.- Gen.
Parsons, with a small party, escaped by do«
ing the same ; numbers threw themselves
in the marsh at Gorvan’s Cove, some were
drowned, and others perished in the mud.
However a considerable body escaped to the
lines. The nature of the country, and the
variety of the ground, occasioned a contin-
vance and extension of small engagements,

pursuits and slaughter, which lasted for

,many hours before the scene closed.
The British troops displayed

and activity on this occasion. So im

eatv alor
tu.
ous was their ardor, that it was with diflicul-
ty they could be restrained, by Gen.Howe’s
orders, from attacking the American lines.

No

families in the
gaged in the a¢
play the same (
pected from su
from the want
at the sight of
by flight, whe)
been killed or
ever were cap
Stirling, and |
lonels, four Ii
- jors, eighteen
ants, elevene
geons, and'ty
soners, toget
1097. Asai
ed were inch
four and five
perished in t}
may be reck:
of the Britis
not exceed tl
whom only

They would probably have entered them,
had not the works been completed the night
before the action, by closing an opéning on
the t, and placing an abbattis before it.
The Americans were most completely sur-
prised and effectually entrapped. Cal.Small-
wood’s Maryland regiment suffered ex-
tremely, and was almost cut to pieces, losing
259 men. Theloss was much regretted, on
accoynt of their being youngmen of thebest
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families in the country. All who were en<
gaged in the actions of this day did not dis-
play the same courage ; nor was it to be ex-
pected from such raw troeps. Many escaped
from the want of discipline ; for they broke
at the sight of danger and saved themselves
by flight, whereas otherwise they must have
been killed or taken. Large bodies how-
ever were captured. Gen. Sullivan, Lord
Stirling, and Gen. Udell, besides three co-
lonels, four lieutenant-colonels, three ma-

~ jors, eighteen captains; forty-three lieuten-

ants, eleven ensigns, an adjutant, three sur-
geons, and two volunteers, were made pri-
soners, together with 1006 privates, in all
1097. Asamong the prisoners the wound-
ed were included, an allowance of between
four and five hundred for killed, drowned,
perished in the woods, the mud and the like,
may be reckoned about the mark ; the loss
of the British, in killed and wounded, did
not exceed three hundred and eighteen, of
whom only sixty-one were killed. After
the battle, the Americans retreated to New-
York, to which place they crossed over un-
der the favar of a fog, ta{'mg with them all
their military stores, and leaving nothing
behind them but a few pieces of cannon and
some trifling matters. ,




104 Tue HistoRrRY OF

Memorable events recorded in tois chapter.
Anno 1776.

Gen. Howe evacuates Boston.

Norfolk in Virginia burnt.

Sir Peter Parker and Earl Cornwallis sail
for America.

The blockade of Quebec continued.

The Americans rais¢ the blockade and re-
treat.

A number of Highlanders taken in Boston
bay.

Declaration of American independence.

Gen. Howe lands the royal army on Long-
Island, and drives the Americans off it,

L
CHAP VL

AI"TER the affair of Long-Island, en.

deavors were used by the Americang

to keep up the spirits of the people, by puf-

fing accounts of the cxtraordinary bravery
of their troops, and the destruction they
wade of the engmy.  But that matters were
not very promising appears from a letter of
General Mercer, wio commanded the flying
camp, dated September 4th, wherein he
writes : ** General Washington has not,
30 far as I have seen, five thousand men
%0 be depended on for the service of a cam.

* paign; and I have not one thousand. Bath
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our armies are composed of raw militia,
perpetually fluctuating between the camp
and their farms; poorly armed, and still
worse disciplined. These are not a match
for, were their numbers equal to, veteran
troops, well fitted and urged on by able ofh-
cers., Numbers and discipline must at last
prevail. Giving soldiers, or éven the lower
orders of mankind, the choice of officers
will for ever mar the discipline of armies.”

Gen. Howe, having fully prepared for a
descent on New-York Island, embarked a
strong division of the army under the com-
g~ ~“mand of Gen. Clinton and others, in boats,
it at the head of Newtown inlety and at ano-
ther place higher up, where they could not
be observed by the Americans, whoexpect-
ed the attack would be made on the side next
to the East-river, aud had therefore thrown

C-

on

ene up lines and works to defend themselves.

ang ~ On the 15th of Sgptember,:about eleven
uf' o’clock, Gen. Howe’s troops landed, under
ery the cover of five ships of war, in two divis-
hey ions, the Hessians in one place, and the Bri-
ere tish in another. As soon as Gen. Washing-

e of ton heard the firing of the men of war, he
ing rode withall dispatch towards the lines; but

he to his great mortification, found the troops
g posted in them retreating with the utmost
nen precipitation ; and those ordered to support
oy them, Parsons’s and Fellows’ Brigade, fly-
Jath ing in every direction, and in the greatest

e
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confusion. His attempts to stop them were
fruitless, thoyghhe drew his sword, threa-
tened to run the through, and cocked and
snapped hisipisyols. /

On the appearance of a small party of the
enemy, not more than sixty orseventy, their
disorder was encreased, and they ran off
without firing a single shot, leaving the ge-
neral in a hazardous situation, so that lis

‘attendants to extricate him out of it,'caught
the bridle of his horse, and gave him a dif.
ferent direction.

Three large ships were stationéd'in tHe
North.river, op z)tc to those on the East-
river, and both kept up a constant cann%h-
ading with grape-shot and langrage quite

across the island. The Hessians, upon
their landing, scizedand secured, ina neigh-
boring building, as enemies; séine persons
who 'had ‘been placed there ‘to sérve as
guides, whichforu while subjectéd them
to a difficulty.

When the regulars were completély land.-

ed, they advanced towards thie Kingsbridge
road. The Anierican brigades, ¢h had
fled on the eriemy’s app‘mgh}ﬁ ,tcl:ie ‘ligéz,

~0l, Glb-

did:not stop till they were miet
ver's anid five othér brigades, who were has-
tening down tothem. Assoon as they joinéd
-the whole marcheéd forward; and took post
on some heights, when suddenly 8000 of the
cuemy appeared on the next height, and
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halted. Gen. Washington at first consented
that his troops should march forward, and
give them battle ; but, on a second copsider-
ation, he gave counter orders, as he could
not have any dependence on the militia and
the flying camp, which composed half the
number then present. When the Americans
retired and no prospect of action remained,
the English took possession of New-York, -

Gen. %Vas’nington, while moving the army
from New-York, into the country, was care-
ful to march and form the troops, so as to .
make a front towards the enemy, from East
Chester almost to White Plains, on the cast
side of the highway, thereby to secure the
march of those who were behind on their
right and to defend the removal of the sick,
cannon and other matters of consequence ;
but the want of many necessary articles con-
siderably retarded their march.

On the 25th of October, the royal army -
moved in two columns, and took a pesition
they thought the most advantageous. On
the 28th, an action took place betwecn the
contending forces, at White Plains, and tho .
not a general engagement, both parties met
with considerable loss. The Americans
sustained the various attacks made on their
lines with becoming firmness.

" On the last day of October, Gen. Howe,
being joined by the troops from Lord Piercy,
made Yiiiapositions‘for attacking the Ameri-

R
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can lines carly the next morning; but an
extreme wet night and morning prevented
the execution at the time appointed, and it
was not attempted afterwards, though the
day proved fair. Gen. Washington gained
intelligence of his danger from a deserter,
when he drew off most of his troopsat night,
totally evacuated his camp early in the morn-
ing of the first of November, and took high-
er ground towards the North Castle, dis-
trict ; leaving a strong rear guard on ‘the
heizhts and in the woods of White Plains.
Orders were given by Gen. Howe to attack
this corps ; but the execution of it was
revented by a violent rain. "
"Though the affair at White Plains made
so much noise at the time in which it hap-
ened, the Americans soon after retreated,

eaving the English in
York and the-Jerseys.

possession of New-
Gen. Lee is taken

visoner, and carried to New:York.'

December 26,

General - Washington,

" made a descent on Jersey,

and at Trenton

surprised and took pri
ficers, and 886 men.
assed the:Delaware,

soners 23 Hessian of-
In the evening he re-
with his' prisoners. 5

From' this period to the month ‘of June,

17717, nothing passed

in Jersey but oné con-

tinued scene of blood and slaughter ’man

detached parties,

without any decigive ad-

vantages being gained by either side. On the

30th of June, atten o
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the English troops began to cross over to
Staten-Island, and the rear guard passed at
two in the afternoon, without the least ap.
rance of an enemy. Thus they evacu-
ated the Jerseys, to enter upon new con-
uests, in hopes of reducing the United
tates, to unconditional submission.

Let us now turn to the British operations
in the North, which were taken out of the
hands of 8ir Guy Carleton, and committed
to the charge of Gen.Burgoyne. The forces
allotted to them, consisting of British and
German' troops, amounted to more than
7000 men, exclusive of the artillery corps.
A powerful train of brass artillcry was fur.
nished, probably the fincst, and the most
excellently supplied, as to officers and pri-
vate men, that had ever been destined to
second the operations of an army not ex-
ceeding the present number, The army
was, in every respect, in the best condition,
the troops were in the highest spirits, admi-
rably disaiplined, and uncommonly healthy.

The 'main 'body under Gen. ﬂvurgo Cy
proceeded up Lake Champlain, hnded’:nd
encamped #t no great distance from Crown
Point, where'he met the Indians in con.-

ess, andl dfterwardy, in compliance with
théir eustoms, gave them a war feast. He
made a speech to them, calculated to excite
their:ardor in the common cause and at the
same time to repressKtheir barbarity. He
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. eonjured them to kill those only who oppos-
ed them in arms ; that old men, women,
children, and prisoners, should be held sa-
cred from the knife or hatchet, even in the
heat of actual conflict ; that they should
sca!p those only whom they had slain in fair

position ; but that under no pretence
should they scalp the wounded, or even dy-
ing, much less kill persons in that condi-
tion : they were promised a compensation
for prisoncrs, but informed, that they should

\be called to account for scalps. .

On the near approach of the right wing of
the royal army on the Ticonderoga side, the
Amnericans abandoned their works towards
Lake George, and left Gen. Phillips to pos-
séss the advantageous post of Mount Hope,
without making any 'resistance, which
would have been ineffectual, and could have
answered no good purpose. That apparent
supineness and want of vigor, with whigh
they were chargeable, was not occasioned
by cowardice, but actual imbecility.

Gen. Burgoyne’s troops proceeded with
much expedition, inthe construction of their
works, the bringing up of artillery, stores,

-and provisions ; but what gave the greatest
alarm, was, the rapid progress they made in
clearing aroad, and getting artillery on Su-

r Hiﬁ. When once they had erected a
battery on this height, only a few hours
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more would have been required to have in-
vested the Americans on all sides.

Gen. St. Clair, having received intelli-
gence by spies, that in twenty-four hours
the investure would be completed, when he
should be cut off from all possibiliyy of suc-
cor, Gen. Schuyler not having frE‘oc suffi-
cient at Fort Edward to relieve him he de-
termined-to evacuate his posts, thdugh he
knew it would produce such astonishment
as had not happened since the commence-
ment of the war.” He plainly per¢eived, that
if he continued there, he should lose the ar-
fmy, but save his character; whereas, by
abandoning the place, he should save the
army, and lose his character. A council of
war was called, and it was unanimously con-
cluded upon to evacuate as soon as possible.

At two o’clock in the morning of July the
6th, Gen. St. Clair left Ticonderoga. About
three the troops were put in motion for
the' evacwation of the Mount; but Fer-
moy having set fire to his house, contrary
to positive orders, the whole Mount was
enlightened by it} 80 that the enemy had
an opportunity of scéing every thing that
‘%uuetr,o which [damped %he sp¥riu gf the
Americans, and induced them to push off
in a disorderly manner.

. In the morning, Gen. Frazer, perceiving
the evacuation, and that the Amerioans were
retiring, commenced a pursuit with his bri-

-
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gade, consisting of] the lighit troops, grena.
diers, and some otlfer corps. Gen.Reidesel,
with most of the Brumswickers, was order-
ed by Gen. Burgo o join in the pursuit
either to support Frazgr, or to act separate.
ly. Thelatter continyéd the pursuit throu
the day, and receivi intelligcncc, that St.
Clair’s rear was at no digtanice; ke or-
dered his troops to lie that night on their
arms. In the morning he came up with the
Americans, commanded by Col. Warner,
who had, besides his own, the regiments of
eolonels Francis and Hale. The British ad-
vanced boldly, and the two bodies formed
within about 60 yards of each other. Frazer
began the attack about seven o’clock, ex.
pecting every moment to be joined b{ Rei-
desel, and apprehending, that if he delayed,
the enemy would escape. Hale being ap.
prised of the danger, never brought his re-
‘giment to the charge, but fled; so that War-
ner could bring into action no more than
;bout 700 men. The ﬁluﬂict bw::yl;l;o_dy ;l
rancis fell fighting with great , an
‘Warner, hi:i%ﬂicncgs and soldiers, behaved
with much resolution and gallantry ; so that
the British broke and gave way, but soon
formed again, and running on the Ameri.
cans with their bayonets, the latter were put
into nosmall confusion, which wagentreased
by the critical arrival of Gen, Reidesel with
the foremost of his colamn, consisting of the
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chasseur company, and cighty grenadiers
and light infantry, who were immediately led
intoaction. The Americans now fled on all
sides. Gen. St. Clair heard when the firing
began, and would have supported Warner,
byt the troops that were nearest, two militia
regiments, would not ebey orders, and the
others were at too great a distance. Hale,
who had attempted to get off by flight, fell in
with an inconsiderable party of British, and
surrepdered himself and a number of his
men prisoners. The Americans lost 324 in
killed, wounded and prisoners, and ameng
the Jast were 12 officers. The royal troops,
including British and German, had not less
than 183 killed and wounded.

The evacuation of Ticonderoga and
Mount Independence surprised Gen. Wash-
ington, and spread astonishment and terror
through the New-England states. The ge-
neral was led to believe that the garrison was
-much stronger. The Massachusetts’ gen-
eral court were faulty, in hot having season-
ably forwarded their quota of troops agree-
able to the requisition”of congress.
~ Let us now return to see what was doing
by Gen. Howe. The British fleet and army
which lay at Sandy Hook, were destined for
the reduction of Philadelphia, in pursuance
of a plan which had been settled between Sir
William Howe and Lord George Germain,
buz did not sail till lt{hc2 23d of July. The
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land forces consisted of thirty-six British
and Hessian battalions, including the light
infantry and grenadicrs, with a powerful ar-
tillery, a New-York corps, called Queen’s
Rangers, and a regiment of light horse, es-
timated all together at about 16,000 men.
“T'he fleet consisted of 267 sail. Gen. Howe’s
thus abandoning Burgoyne, equally excited
the astonishment of friends and enemies.

On the 14th of June the Congress resolv-
edl that the ﬁng of the thirteen United States
be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white ;
that the union be thirtcen stars, white in a
blue field, representing a new congtellation.

It was not till the third of September that

the royal army began to move forwards. On
its advancing near to the Americans, these
abandoned their ground, perceiving that it
would not answer their first expectation,
They crossed Brandywine at Chad’s ford,
and took posstssion of the heights on the
east side of it, with an evident intention of
disputing the passage of the river ; but the
superior numbers of the regular forces at
last obliged them to retire.

A little after sunrise on the 11th of Sep-
tember, a warm engagement commenced,
which lasted till the approach of night. On
this oceasion, the Americans shewed great
resolution and courage; but a few hours
more of day light might have so animated
the conquerars, notwithstanding their fa-
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tigue, as to have occasioned thgse exertions,
which would have produced a total and
ruinous defeat to the’ Americans. It was
said by the Americans themselves, that in
this action, their loss in killed, wounded and
prisoners, was about twelve or thirteen hun-
dred ; and that the royal army did not suffer
on their part, short of seven or eight hun-
dred in killed and wounded. The Ameri-
cans also lost ten small field pieces, and a
howitzer, of which all but one were brass,

The evening after the battle, a party of
regulars was sent to Wilmington, who toek
the governor of the Delaware state, Mr.
M<Kinley, out of his bed, and possessed
themselves of a shallop lying in the creck,
loaded with the rich effects of some of the
inhabitants, together with the public re-
cords of the county, and a large quantity of
public and private money, besides articles
of plate, and other things. J

After various motions of the royal army,
on the 26th of September, General Howe
made his trinmphal entry into Philadelphia,
with a small part of his army, where he was
most cordially received by the generality of
the Quakers, and a few ot{cr royalists. The
bulk of his troops were left in and about
Germantown, a village forming one conti-
nued street for near two miles. Ec-. Wash.
ington’s army was encamped near Ship-
pach-creek, about ecighteen miles from

——
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thence, The congrgss on the loss of Phi-
ladelphia removed to Yorktown.
" To retwra to. the northern army, under
the command of Gen. Burgoyne. Several
actions took place, between the Americans
and regulars, in the intended march of the
British towards Albany. . In these different
irmishes, the regulars sufficred very con-
siderably, 'I“s well as :lhc lndl::l in gx
integest, . The principal action happen
- inp:rhic the Amz;wiwa. took
.the Eaglish four brass pieces,
?:;n drums, 250 dragoon swords, fous
ammunition waggons, and about 700 pri,
mmg . w W&Bueu&- CO!.BW-
Oa the Sﬁof August, the E&;hcom.
mn&th&d occasion to write to Gen. Gates,
and in his letter complained of inhumanity
exercised towards the provincial soldiers i
the king’s service, after the affair of Ben.
nington, and then hinted at retaliation. Gen,
Gatcs; in his answer of Scpt. the 2d, inva-
lidated the charge, and then retorted the lo,
dian cruelties, which he imputed to Bur-
goyne, saying, ** Miss M‘Rea, a young la-
ﬁ,hnly to the sight, of virtuous
and amiable disposition, engaged 40 a0
cer in your army, was with other women g
children,. taken out of a house near ¥ont
Edward, carried into the woods, and there
murdered and mangled in a most shocking
wanner.  Two parents, with their six chil-
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dren, were all scalped and treated with the
same inhumanity, while quietly residing in
their once happy and peaceful dwellings,
The miserable fate of Miss M‘Rea'was par.
ticularly aggravated, by her being dressed
to receive her promised husband, when she
met her murderer employed by youn, Up.
wards of one hundred men, women and
children, have perished by the hands of the
ruffians, to whom, it is asserted, you have
paid the price of blood.” Gen: Burgeyne,
in his zeply of the 6th of the same month;
vindicated his own character ; shewed that
Miss. M‘Rea’s death was no premeditated
barbarity, and declared, that every. other
charge ¢xhibited by Gen. Gates, wag ill-
founded erroneous. ' :
~The murder of Miss M‘Rea exasperated
the -Americans, and from that and other cru.
eltias occasion waus taken to blacken the
yoyal party and army. The people detested
that army which accepted of such: Indian
aid, and loudly reprobated that government
which could call 1n such auxiliaries. Gen,
Gates was not deficient in sggravating, by
several publications, the excesses that had
taken | y» and with no small advantage
to his own military operations.

On the 18th of September, Gen. Bur-
goyne, having been very shart of provi-
sions, at length received a'supply for about
thirty days, together with other necessary

m——
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stores. He then resolved upon passing the
Hudson’s river with the army, which hav-
in%exccuted, he encamped on the heights
and on the plains of Saratoga. The Ameri-
cans, observing the motions of the royal
army, marched out 3000 strong, in order
to attack him, but found that to be pruden.
tially‘impracticable. However, they drew
up i fuli view of him, and there remained
till dark. -
The next day some of the American scout.
in% parties fell in with those of the British,
and with great boldness began the attack
@bout one o’clock at noon. The firing was
no sooner heard by Gen. Phillips, than he
made his way with a part of the artillery,
through the woods, and rendered essential
services. Fach commander supported, re-
inforced, and ordered different regiments to
engage. THhe battle was hot and obstinate on
both sides, till about half past two o’cleck;,
when it ceased for half an hotir. The Amerk

S Apene A ; ; or rifle :
canand British lines being fully formed, the K98 06 EE
action was renewed, and %ec:glc general at fh.c‘l;::ebrlatmi
three. Both armies appeared détermined to prah 'le.th
conquer or die, and there was one continual 'm."”-’ 2 ﬂ:
blaze of fire for three hours without intermis- o tyf & Y
sion ; the report of the muskets resembled m.s,p g

~ article with

an incessant roll-beating' on a number of
drums.-—The Americans and British alter-
nately drove and were driven by each other,
“I'hree British regiments, the 20th, the 21st¢,

ed that the
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he and the 62d, were in a constant and close
e fire for near foyr hours. All suffered con.
e siderable loss: the 62d, which was 500
”i strong when itleft Canada, was now reduced
lm to less than 60men, and to fourorfive officers.
i Few actions have been characterised, by
i more obstinacy inattack or defence,than was
cw the present, Both parties claimed the vietory,
ed tho neither had much advantage to boast of.
' From this time till near the middle of Oc¢-
ut. tober, battles and skirmishes continually
shy ook place between the two armies and the
ek Britisﬁ were sadly reduced and weakened,
ey On the 13th Gen. Burgoyne, finding that the
he\ troopshad only three days provisions instore
P4 on short allowance, and no apparent means
tial of retreat remaining, called into council all
Ie~ the generals, fieldofficers, and captains com-
?to manding troaps. There was not a spot of
4 ‘;n ground 1n the whole camp for holding the
ok i council ef war,but what was exposed to can-
i;\é non or rifle shot ; and while the council was
1 8t deliberating, an eightcen pound ball crossed
:i Y the table. By the unanimous advice of the
1 council, the general was induced to open a
iy treaty, with Gen. Gates. The first propo-
ITI,S& sals of the latter were rejected, and the sixth
be | erticle with disdain, wherein it was requir-
'lr 9 ed that the British army should lay down
a:"' their arms in their entrenchments. Bur-
) {:‘ goyne’scounter-proposals were unanimous-

ly approved, and being sent to Gates were
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d to; on the 15th,'without eny materi.

al alteration. ‘
Gen.'Gates being fearful of the consé.
nences ‘that ‘might follow, should Gen:
atghan with his troops come up in time
to Bu *g assistance, determined upon
brin the matter to an immediate issue.
On the morning of the 17th, he got every
thing in readiness for attacking the royal
army. This done he took out his watch, tHbe
Yime agreéd for signing being come. He
then sent Col. Greaton ogn hmgb:ek to Bur.
goyne with a message, requifing the general
to sign, and allowed him no more than ten
minutes to go and return. He was back in
time, the treaty was signed, ell hostile
appearances ceased, and the Americans
marched into.the British lines to the tune of
Wankee deodle. ‘T'hey were kept there uutil
the royal army had ‘marched out of their
{ines, and depesited their arms at the place

mppointed by the treaty. '

. ?mdich'ﬂ&wl!ich thisbusiness was
‘condueted reflects the highest honor upon
the American general. ' It intimated that he
-was sensible of the- mortification‘attending a
reverse of fortune, and that he was unwik
iing to aggravate thepainful feelings of the
royal ‘trbog:, 'by admitting the” American
-soldiers tobe eye witnesses to the degrading
spectacle of piling their arms. When the
‘arms were deposited agrecuble totreaty, the
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royal troops were served with bread by the
Americans, as they had not any left, nor
flour to make it. They had only one day’s
salt meat remaining.

The treaty was styled, ‘‘ A convention
between Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne and Major
Gen. Gates.”” Among other articles it was

sue.
very stipulated, ¢ That the troops under Lieut.
oyal Gen. Burgoyne shall march out of their
, the camp with the honors of war, and the artil-
He lery of the entrenchments, to the verge of
Bur. the river, where the arms and artillery are to
neral be left.—The arms to be piled by word of
n ten command from their own officers. A free
ck in passage to be granted to the royal army to
ostile Great Britain, upon condition of not serv-
ficans ing again in North Americaduring the pre-
ine of sent contest ; and the port of Boston to be

assigned for the entry of transports to re-
ceive the troops, whenever Gen. Howe shall
so order.—The officers baggage not to be
molested or searched.—During the stay of

ss'was “the troops in the Massachusetts Bay, the
r upon officers are to be admitted on parole, and to
that he be¢ allowed to wear their side-arms.”’
ing a The return signed by Gen. Burgoyne, at
unwik the time of the convention, made the British
sof the army, including Germans, amountto 5791,
nerican which was very short of the number they
&'adink had on setting out from Canada. The train of
n. brass artillery, consisting of 42 pieces, was
aty, the a fine acquisition to tIl:e mericans, Thére
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were alsc 4647 muskets, 6000 dozen of car-
tridges, besides shot, carcases, shells, &c.

ad Clinton advanced in time, Burgoyne
would have been saved ; but the troops he
dispatched under General Vaughan amused
themselves with burning Esopus, a fine vil-
lage on the North river below Catskill. Ge.
neral Yaughan,with a flood tide, might have
reached Albany, in four hours, as there was
no force to hinder him. . Had he proceeded
thither, and burnt the stores, Gates, as he
himself afterwards declared, must have re.

treated into New-England. OW A
: ; the rc
Memorable events recorded in this chapter, Sir Willic
Anno 1776, phia. M¢
Woretched state of the armies under the ;:;g:n:;?
Generals Washington and Gates. ed batteri
ew-York taken by the royal forces. Peansylva
¢ battle of the White Plains. e At
A body of Hessians defeated at Trenton, tacheda s
A ; river, wh
A, bank, wh
General Howe embarks his army from Sta. other sid
ten-Island. . N : Count D¢
Gen. Burgoyne proceeds to Crown Point. was intry
Tic 'dg_% and Mount Independence Red-ban}
evacuated. ' . b+ was mort
Flataof the United St'ates dcscnbed. several o
Battle at the Brandywine. disabled,
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Account of Miss M‘Rea’s death.

Americans engage the British under Gen.
Burgoyne. g o

Distress and calamity of the royal Army,, . -

Gen. Burgoyne baffied in all his designs.

Signs a convention for the surrender of his

army.
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CHAP VIL

OW ARDS the end of October, 1777,
the royal army, under the command of
Sir William Howe, removed to Philadel-
phia. Measures being concerted between
the general and admiral for clearing the Des -
laware of its obstructions, the former order-
cd batteries to be erected on the western or
Pennsylvania shore, to assist in dislodging
the Americans from Mud-Island.He also de- -

ter,

the

n tached a strong body of Hessians across the
river, who were to reduce the fort at Red.
bank, while the ships and batteries on the

Sta. other side were to attack  Mud-.Island.

X Count Donop, in the service of the English,

'oint. was intrysted with the expedition against

lence Red-bank; but he failed in the attempt. He

was mortally wounded and taken prisoner,
several of his best officers were killed or
disabled, and the Hessians, after a despa.
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rate engagement, were repulsed. The se-
cond in command being also dangerously
wounded, the detachment was brought off
by Lieut. Col. Linsing. It is said that the
royal detachment lost, on this occasion, be-
tween four and five hundred men. ~

The expedition against Mud-Island met
with better success, the Americans being
driven from thence, and forced to retire to
Red,bank.

On the night of the 18th of November,
Lord Cornwallis marched with a consider.
able force, and the next day crossed the De-
laware, in his way to Red-bank, which the
Americans abandoned, leavin% behind them
the artillery and a considerable quantity of

rately and uf
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in the treaty
treaty of al
representing
France, ar¢
acknowledg
Christianm
conduct res
generous @
assure his

ress, itis

cannon hall. Fhe Englilh generals con. ip, 80
fessed, that the long and unexpected oppo- and these
sition they received from Red-bank and _The cor
Mud-Island, broke in upon their plans for ties, hada
tae remainder of the campaign. portance t
Sunday May3d, 1778, Mr. 8imeon Deane the commi
brother to Silas Deane, arrived express from of Spain,
France, with very important dispatches.— should liv
The congress was immediately convened, respective
and the dispatches opened and read, among nd nece
which, to their inexpressible joy, were & their publ
wreaty of commerce and a treaty of alliance, On the
concluded between his most Christian Ma- draught ¢
jesty the King of France and the United of the Un
States of America. The treaties the next publicatit
day were duly weighed and considered sepe- treaty, th
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rately and upon each it was unanimously re-

solved, ¢ That the same be, and is hereby

ratified.”” The next resolution was ** That
this congress entertain the highest sease of
the magnanimity and wisdom of his most
Christian majesty, so strongly exemplified
in the treaty of amity and commerce, and the
treaty of alliance; and the commissioners
representing these states, at the court of
France, are directed to present the grateful
acknowledgmentsofthiscongresstohismost
Christian majesty,for his truly magnanimous
conduct respecting these states, in the said
generous and disinterested treaties, and to

e
m assure his majesty, on the part of this con-
of ress, itis sincerely wished, that the friend-
n. ip,so ily commenced between France

and these United States may be perpetual.”’
_The congress, after receiving the trea-
ties, had a stronger feeling of their ewn im-
portance than before, and resolved, *“ That
thie commissioners appointed for the courts
of Spain, Tuscany, Vienna, and Berlin,
should live in such stile and manner at their

ed, ::sjaect.ivc courts, as they may find suitable
ng wnd neces to suppert the dignity of
ea their public character.’”

On the fifth of May, they agteed to a
draught of ‘‘ An address to the inhabitants.

ted of the United States of America.”” In this.

ext publication, when they come to the French

pe- weaty,, they say, ¢ Yl:)u have still to expect
$ :
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one severe conflict. Your foreign alliances
though they secure your independence, can-
not secure your country from esolation,
your inhabitants from plunder, your wives
from insult or violation, nor your children
from butchery. Foiled in the principal de-
sign, you must expect to feel the rage of dis-
appointed ambition. Arise then! to your
tents, and gird you for battle ! It is time to
turn the headlong current of vengeance upon
the head of the yer. They have filled"
up the messure of théir abominations, and
like ripe fruit must soon drop from the tree.
Although much is done, yet much remains
todo. Expect net peace, while any corner
of America is in the possession of your foes.
You must drive them away from this land of”
Promise, a land flowing indeed with milk
and honey. Your brethren at the extremi- -
ties of the continent almd;; implore Sour-
friendship and protection. - It is your u%
10 t their request. . They hunger an
thrist after liberty. Be it yours to dis.’
ense to them the heavenly gift. And what
1s there now to prevent it 2%

In the month of May the Amerjean fii-
gate, Ranglolph of 36 guns, and 305 men,
sailed on a cruise from Charlestown. ‘The
Yarmouth, of 64 guns, discovered her and
five other vessels, and came yp with her in’
the evening.. Cnrt Vincent hailed the Ran..
¢@olph to hoist colours, or he would fire inta

<
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her : on which she hoisted American, and
immediately gave the Yarmouth her broad-
side, which was retuimed, and in sbout a
quarter of an hour she blew up. Four men
saved themselves upon a piece of her wreck,:
and subsisted for five days upon inothin

- more than rain water which they sucked
r from a picce of blenket thef' had picked up.’
o On the fifth, the Yarmonth being in chase
n of a ship, ham:ily discovered them waving.

d in hamanely suspended thd chase,’
d hauled up to the wreok, got a boat out and’
3 brought them on board. &

18 On the 7th of May, the se¢ond battaliots
er of British light infantry, in flat boats, at-
8. tended by three gallies and other agmed
of’ boats, proceeded up the Delaware, injrder

to destroy all the American ships a
sels lying inthe river between Phi
and Trenton. They Ianded the next morn-
ing, advanced towards Bordentown, drove
the Americans that opposed them, ‘entered
the town, and ‘burnt four store houses con-
taining provisions, tébacco, some military
stores, and camp equipige. The country be-
ing alarmed, and a strong bedy collected,
the battalion erossed to the Pennsylvania
shore. The ncxt day they resumed their

Fhe

and’ eperations, and at sunset embarked and re-
rin turned to Philadelphia. While upon the ex-
lan.. pedition, they burpt twofrigates, one of 32,

the'ether of 38 guns ; nine large ships, three
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privateer sloops of 16 guns each, three of
ten guns, twenty-three brigs, with a num-
ber of sloops and schooners. Two of the
ships were loaded with tabacco, rum, and
military stores. ' ,
Gen. Howe was sueceeded in the com-
mand of the army by Sir Henry Clinton,
who arrived at Philadelphia on the eighth of

May. |

On the sixthiof February the treaties be- The spee:
tween France and the United States were and kept hi
#maned.. The alliance between these two heard with

a single mar
ancholy sile
Astonishme
clouded the
jectured ths
duced mini
of measure!
the positiv.
treaty had
the colonie
cognized tl

vers was known to the British ministry

‘3 after they were signed. Mr. Fox, in
a < hate in the house of commens five days
41 ards, asserted, that the number of
me st to the army, in killed, disabled,
des: =1, and frem various ether causes,
from commencement of hostilities with
Ame. . to that period, amounted to above
twenty ' usand. '
. On + '7th' Lord Nerth introduced his
eonciliai. g propositions. His plan was to

enable the crewn to appoint commissioners n the .
x tread with the colonies concerning the bassador d«
eans. of putting an end to those unhappy mouth, jn
eontests ; tor which five persons were invest- London, tt
ed with ample powers. His lordship said in of frieadsh
his speech, that Gen. Howe had, in the States of A
late actions, and in the whole course. of the “:"ngg:t;;? :

campaign, not only in-goodness of troops,
andlx): all manner of sgggfics, but qhop:n ing betwe
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point of numbers been much superior to the
American army that opposed him in the
field; that Gen. Burgoyne had, until the af-
fair;at Bennington, been innumbers, nearly
twice as strong as the army of the enemy ;
that he promised a great arm{1 should be
sent out, and that a great army had accord-
ingly been sent out, to the amount of 60,000
men and upwards.

The speech was long, able and eloquent;
and kept him up two full hours. It was

: heard with profound attention, but without
'y a single mark of approbation. A dull mel.
in ancholy silence for some time succeeded.
Ps Astonishment, dejection and fear, over.
of clouded the whole assembly. It was con.
d, jectured that some powerful motive had in-

duced ministry to adopt such an akeration
of measures. . This idea was confirmed by
the positive assertion of Mr. Fox, that a
treaty had been sigged at Paris between
the colonies and Frahce, by which she re-
cognized their independence.

n the 13th of March, the French am-
bassador delivered a rescript to Lord Wey.
mouth, in which he informed the cqurt of
London, that the king had signed a treaty
of frieadship and commerce with the United
States of America. The knowledge of this
transaction was communicated under the
ardde of cultivating the good understand-
ing between France and Great Britain.
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.On the 21st of March, a public audienoe
and reception were given to the American
commissioners, Messrs. Franklin, Deane
and Lee, by the French monarch. They
were introduced by Mons. Vergennes, and
received by the king with the usual for-

phia, Mr. Ed
secret instrus
purpose. Tl
point, three 1
fore ten the
across the D¢

malities and ceremonies. This striking ac- When int
knowledgment of the plenipotentiaries from ton’s having
the United States, mortified the ministry ed the Ameri
and crown of Great Britain, and may be ington took }

veral skirmi

ronounced the political phenomenon of
urope. . The day before it was exhibited,
the Freach ambassador, in' cansequence of
orders to quit London, set out for Paris.
From this time, the courts of Londoa and
Versailles were busied in fitting out their
fleets, which met each other. in the month
of July. The Lnglish fieet was command .-

Americans ¢
success, till
army arrived
Hook. Durii
Philadelphia
duced, upw!
great numbe

cil by the Admir Kc'ppl. Palliser. and On the 5t
Harland,.But, as the action:of that day is abridge of t
amply related in our bistorgcof England; Sandy Hook
we shall ndt, introduce in these annals of to New-Yor
America, an account of so foul a tarnish to ceived advi¢
the, British flag. . / lon wasarriy
In the begioning of June, the Trident anchored on
British man of war arrived in the Delaware, of the Del:
with the Earl of Carlisle, Mr. Eden and wei an
Gov. Johnstone,. three of the commission. on the eveni
ers for restoring peace between Great Bri. it. Had not!
tain and America. : pediments
On the 18th of June, at three o’clock in surprised
themorning, the British ¢vacuated Philadelx the latter w:

.

v
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phia, Mr. Eden having brought with him
secret instructions from England for that
purpose. They proceeded to Gloucester
point, three miles down the river, and be-
fore ten the whole had passed in safety
across the Delaware into New-Jersey.

When intelligence of Sir Henry Clin.
ton’s having evacuated Philadelphia reach.
ed the American hcad-quartcrs,(';cn. Wash.
ington took his measures accordingly. Se-
veral skirmishes happened between the
Americans and the regulars with various
success, till on the 30th of June the royal
army arrived in the neighborhood of Sandy
Hook. During the course of the march from
Philadelphia, the royal army was much re-.
duced, upwards of 800 haviﬁg deserted, a
great number of whom were Hessians.

On the 5th of July, the army passed over
a bridge of boats across a narrow channel to
Sandy Hook and were afterwards carried up
to New-York. On the 7th Lord Howe re-
ceived advice, that the squadron from Tou-
lon wasarrivedatVirginia, Countd’Estaing
anchored on the 8th at night at the entrance
of the Delaware. The pext morning he
we and sailed towards the Hook, and
on' the eévening of the 1 1th anchored without
it. Had not bad weather and unexpected im-
pediments prevented, the Count must have
surprised Howe’s fleet in the Delaware, as
the latter would not have had time to escape

/
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after being a‘:priscd of his danger. The de-
struction of the fleet must have been the con-
sequence of such a surprisal, and that must
have occasioned the inevitable loss of the
royal army, which would have been so en-
closed by the French squadron on the one
side and thc American forces on the other,
that the Saratoga catastrophe must have
been repeated. anrd Howe’s fleet consisted
only of six sixty-four gun ships, three of
fifty, and two of forty, with some frigates
and sloops. Count d’Estaing had twelve
ships of the line, some of which were of
at force and weight. -

On the 22d of July, the count sailed from
Sandy Hook, when about twenty sail of ves-
sels bound to New-York fell into hisposses-
sion. They were chiefly prizés taken from
the Americans; buthad he stayed a few days
longer, Admiral Byron’s fleet must have
fallen a defenceless prey into their hands.
That squadron had met with unusual bad
weather, and being separated in different
storms, and lingering through a tedious pas-
sage, arrived scattered, broken, sickly, dis-
masted or otherwise damaged in various de-
grees of distress, upon dil%erent and remote

of the American coast. Between the
departure of d’Estaing and the 30th of July,
the Renown of 50 guns from the West.In-
dies, the Raisonable and Centurion of 64,
and the Cornwall of 74 guns, all arrived
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singl{ at Sandy Hook. By d’Estaing’s
edy departure a number of provision
ships from Cork escaped also, together with

E their convoy, They went up the Delaware
. within fifty miles of &’hiladclphia after Lord
; Howe had quitted the river, not having ob-
, tained any information of what had happen-
. ed. The British ministry had neglected
d countermanding their destination, though
of orders for the evacuation of Philadelphia
- had been sent off so carly, as to have admit-
" ted of their recciving, before sailing, fresh
of instructions where to have steered. Great
rejoicings were made at New-York upon
their safe arrival, especially as provisions
:m were much wanted botﬁ bythefleetandarmy.
= " Letusnowquitthe military operations for
8- the present and take a view of the pending
o negociations. Gov. Johnstone ,,meaning to
1ys avail himself of former connexions, endea-
e vored to commence or renew a private cor-
ds. respondence with several members of con-
bad ess, and other persons of consideration.
L nhis letters to them he used a freedom with
pag- the authority under which he acted, not cus-
dis- tomary with those entrusted with delegated
\de- ower, and afforded such a degree of appro-
aote ation to the Americans in the past resist-
\ the ance they had made, as is seldom granted by
uly, negociators to their opponents. Ina letter
t-In- t0‘§owph Reed, Esq. o? April 11th, he said,
' 64, “ The man, who can be instrumental in
fived M

| ——
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bringing us all to act once more in harmo. sations w
ny, and to unite together the various pow- favorable
ers which their contest has brought forth, was parti
will deserve more from the king and peo- est to p
ple, from patriotism, humanity, and all the commiss
tender ties that are affected by the quarrel countrie
and reconciliation, than ever was yet be- and jud
stowed on human kind.” not be g
On the 16th of June, he wrote to Robert ihe Brit
Morris, Esq. ““ I believe the men, who have notice o
conducted the affairs of America, incapable instance
of being influenced by improper motives ; sand
but in all such transactions there is risk, and colonie;
I think that whoever ventures should be se- Mr.
cured ; at the same time that honor and ed, rep
emolument should naturally follow the for- but suc
tune of those, who have steered the vessel 18 not 1
in the storm, and brought her safely to port. the pri
I think that Washington and the president sinuati
have a right to every favor that a grateful ed, its
nation can bestow, if they could once more On
unite our interest, and spare the miseries * Tha
and the devastations of war.” congr
On Sunday the 21st of June, Mr. Reed sioner
received a written message from Mrs. Fer- of the
guson, expressing a desire to sce him on natur
business, which could net be committed to cedin
writing,  On his attending in the evening, Reed
agreeable tohecappointment, aftersome pre- ed wi
vious conversation, she enlarged upon the “Th
at talents and amiable qualities of Gov. as di
cong

ohnstone, and added, that inseveral conver-




. vessel
to port.
esident
grateful
ce more
miseries

Ir. Reed
Irs. Fer-

him on
mitted to
evening,
jome pre-
upon the
s of Gov.
alconver-

NorTH AMERICA. 135

\
sations with her, he had expressed the most
favorable sentiments of Mr. Reed ; that it
was particularly wished to engage his inter-
est to promote the object of the British
commissioners, viz, a re-union of the two
countries, if consistent with his principles
andjudgment; and that in such case it could
not be deemed unbecomiug or improper in
ihe British government to take a favorable
notice of such conduct; and that, in this
instance, Mr. Reed might have ten thou-
sand pounds sterling, and any office in the
colonies in his majesty’s gift.

Mr. Reed, finding an answer was expect-
ed, replied, ‘“ I am not worth purchasing ;
but such as I am, the king of (.[v)rcat Britain
is not rich enough to doit.”” However right
the principles might be, on which this in-
sinuating scheme of conciliation was adopt-
ed, its effects were inimical.

On the 9th of July, congress ordered,
‘“ That all letters received by members of
congress from any of the British commis-
sioners, or their agents, or from any subject
of the king of Great Britain, of a public
nature, be laid before congress.’’” The R;c-
ceding lettersbeing communicated, and Mr.
Reed making a declaratipn of what had -
ed within his knowledge/ congress resolved, .

“ That the same canno} be considered but
as direct attempts to corrupt and bribe the
congress ; that as congress feel, so they
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ought to demonstrate, the highest and most
pointed indignation against such daring and
atrocious attempts to corrupt their integri-
ty ; and that it is incompatible with their -
nor of congress to hold any manner of cor-
respondence or intercourse with the said
George Johnstone, Isq. especially to nego-
ciate with him spon affairs, in which the
cause of liberty is concerned.’”

The proceedings in this business were
expressed in the form of a declaration, a
copy of which was ordered to be signed by
the president, and sent by a flag to the com-
missioners at New-York.

These proceedings preduced a very an-
gry and violent declaration from Gov. John-
stone, in which the immediate operations of
passion and disappointment were too con-
spicuous. The language of his publication
but poorly agreed with the high and flatter-
ing compliments he had so lately lavished
on the Americans in those very letters,
which were the sul:{';ct of the present con-
test. It was dat 26th of August, and
transmitted to ss ; together with the
declaration of the game date from Lord Car-
lisle, Sir Henry/ Clinton, and Mr. Eden,
which went td a solemn and total disavow-
al, so far as related to the present subject,
of their having had any knowledge, directly
or indirectly, of those matters specified by
congress.

N
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Thus were all hopes of further negocia-
tion with Congress at an end. Had Lord
North, and the rest of the ministry then in

the more early partof the Americandisputes,

to attempt it at a time, when the spirits of
the Americans were raised to the highest
pitch by their new alliance with France, was
surely little short of folly and madness.

On the 6th of August, the Hon. Sicur
Gerard was introduced to the Congress, in
uality of minister plenipotentiary, who pro-
ucet‘ly a letter from his master the king of
France to bis very dear great friends and
allies ; and the compliments Mons. Gerard
received on this occasion, were very differ-
ent from those sentiments the Americans
lately entertained of their now faithful allies !
On the 14th of September, Congress pro-
ceeded to the election of a minister pleni
tentiary to the court of France, when B‘:
Benjamin Franklin was elected by ballot.
His instructions were dated the 26th of Oc-
tober, and by them he was directed to ob-
tain, if possible, the French king’s consent
to expunge two of the articles of the treaty
of commerce. The doctor was to inculcate
the certainty of ruining the British fishery
on the banks of Newfoundland, and conse-

uently the British marine, by reducing
glalifu and Quebech.‘
2

being, adopted these corrupting measures in -

it is possible he might have succeeded ; but .
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Memorable events recorded in this chapier.
Anno 1777.

Count Donop repulsed in the attack upon
Red Bank.
Mud Island reduced.

Anno 1778.

"The Randolph American frigate blown up.

Sir Henry Clinton succeeds Gen. Howe in

. America.

The treaties between France and the United
- States signed.

Lord North’s conciliatory propositions.
.Messrs. Franklin, Deane, and Lee, have a
public audience at the French court.
Congress receive the treaties concluded

between France and the United States,
_‘Which they unanimously ratify.
The British army evacuates Philadelphia.
ishes between the English and Ame-
‘.
The British forces arrive at Sandy Hook.
Gov: Johnstone attempts to corrupt certain
- members of the congress.
Dr. Franklin appointed minister plenipo-
. tentiary at the court of Fraoce.
¥ v
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CHAP. VIIIL

HE campaign in the northern states
having produced nothing advantage-

ous to the grltish, and the winter being the
roper season for southern expeditions, Sir
enry Clinton concluded upon turning his
arms against Georgia. He might propose
to himself the reduction of all the southern
states, and he strongly inclined to it, by rea-
son that these states produced the.most val-
uable articles of commerce for the Eure-
pean market, and carried on a considerable
export trade, which appeared no otherwise
affected by the war, than as it suffered from
the Britisz cruisers. The ice was devoted
to the service of its enemies, while it was
wanted for the support of the royal fleet and
army in America. A plan of operations
was concerted with Gen. Prevost, who com-
manded in East-Florida ; and it was intend-
ed, that Georgia should be invaded both on
the north and south sides at the same time.
This expedition was committed to Col.
Campbell, and the forces appointed to act
under him amounted to full 2500, which
sailed frem Sandy Hook, on the 27th of No-
vember, being escorted by a small squadron
under Commodere Hyde Parker. The
fleet arrived at the isle of Tibee, near the
mouth of the Savannah, and on the 29th of
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December the troops effected a landing,
They were no sooner landed, than they were
led to attack the fort, which the British
isted in with so much spirit and rapidi-
ty, that the Americans retreated with pre-
cipitation and disorder. No victory was
ever more complete : thirty-eight oﬂ'lyccrs,
and 415 non-commissioned and privates,
48 pieces of cannon, 23 mortars, the fort
with its ammunition, and stores, the ship-
ping in the river, a large quantity of prg®
visions, with the capital of Georgia were all
within the space of a few hours, in the pos-
session of the British troops.
The 30th of December was appointed as
a thanksgiving-day, by order of congress.
The affairs of the 15ni'ted States were at this
period in a most distressed, deplorable, and
ruinous condition. Idleness, dissipation,
and extravagance, seemed to have engrossed
the attention of the generality of the Ameri-

can sons of liberty ; and self-interest, specu- .

lation,'and an insatiable thirst for riches ap-
peared to have got the better of every other
consideration, and almost of every order of
men, Party disputes and personal quarrels
were too much the general object, while the
momentous concerns of the empire, a vast
accumulated debt, ruined finances, depreci-
ated money, and want of credit, which natu-
rally brings on the want of every thing, were
but secondary considerations,and postponed
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by congress from time to time, as if their
affairs were in the most flourishing situation.
The paper currency in Philadelphia was
daily sinking, and at length even so low as
fifty per cent, yet an assembly, a concert, a
dinner, or supper, which cost two or three
hundred pounds, did not only take men off
from acting, but even from thinking of
whatought to have been nearest their hearts.
Some of the most disinterested and patriot-
ic Americans felt more distréss from this
review of things, than they had done at any
other time, from the disappointments and
losses in the course of the war.
In the mean time, Mons. Gerard, the
Frenchambassador, manifestedadesire, that
the war might not be prolonged by too high
and unreasonable demands, and that the
United States would reduce their ultima-
tum as low as possible. He strongly re-
commended moderation, as the fate of war
was uncertain ; and he hinted, that adecisive
naval engagement in favor of the British,
might give a great turn to their affairs.

he South-Carolina delegates, rather
with a view to conquest, than from any spe.
cial apprehension of danger to their own or
neighboring states, from the troops under
Gen. Clinton, requested the congress to ap.
int Gen. Lincoln, on whose character they
Justly reposed great confidence, to the com-
mand of all the forces to the southward. Ae-
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cordingly they made the appoisitment on the
25th of September, and ordered him imme-
diately to repair fo Charléston.

On the 2d of March, the American offi-
cer of the day, at the post at Briar-creek,
in Georgia, reported, that rcconnoitring

destroy a may
with the ves
there. A sir
on at other pl
the frigates :
or successful

parties of the enemy’s horse and foot had Within tt
been seen within their piquet the night pre- army contint
ceding. Gen. Ashe, who had crossed the the America
Savannah, with about 1200 troops, besides vessels of al
200 light horse, returned on the evening of teers, and s
the same day to his camp. He made no or taken by
grcparalioﬁs to impede the march of the brought aw:
ritish, and, soon after their appearance, tobacco, wt
he and his troops fled with precipitation, Portsmouth
without firing a gun. . and the chu
In the month of Maé' Sir Henry Clinton Suffolk, anc
dispatched Sir George Collierand Gen. Mat- tlemen in t!
thews, with about 2000 soldiers and 500 On the 3
marines, to make a descent upon Virginia. joined to ot
They sailed for Portsmouth in that pro- attack the |
vince, and upon their arrival landed their plank, whe
troops and took immediate possession of condtruct
the town, which was defenceless. The re- lower con
mains of Norfolk, on the opposite side of eastern anc
the river, fell of course into their hands. . landed wit
On the approach of the fleet and army, the while the
- Americans burnt some of their vessels, se- Henry Cli
veral however fell into the hands of the ed on the
‘British. The guards were pushed forward Stoney Pc
-eighteen miles by night to Sufolk, where opposite,
they arrived by day light 49d proceeded to ished a st
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destroy a magazine of provisions, together
with the vessels and naval stores found
there. A similar destruction was carried
on at other places in that quarter, nor were
the frigates and armed vessels less active
or successful in their service.

Within the fortnight that the fleet and
army continued upon the coast, the loss of
the Americans was prodigious. Above 130
vessels of all sorts, including some priva-
teers, and ships of force, were destroyed
or taken by them ; seventeen prizes were
brought away, besides 3000 hogsheads of
tobacco, which fell into their possession at
Portsmouth, Except the house of a widow
and the church, they burnt every house in
Suffolk, and all the principal houses of gen-
tlemen in their route shared the same fate.

On the 30th of May, these troops were
joined to others going up the North river to
attack the posts of Stoney Point and Ver-
plank, where the Americans had begun to
construct strong works, for keeping the
lower communication open between the
eastern and southern states. Gen. Vaughan
. landed with the greater part on the east side,
while the remainder, accompanied by Sir
Henry Clinton, advanced further up, land-
ed on the west side}.and took possession of
Stoney Point without opposition. Directly
opposite, the Americans had completely fin-
jshed a strong fort, which was defended by




144 Tux History or

four pieces of artillery, and a garrison of
about seventy men. But it was commanded
by Stoney Point ; to the summit of which
cannon and mortars were dragged up
during the night. By five in the morning,
a battery was opened, which poured a storm
of fire on the fort, while Vaughan with his
division, made a long circuit by the sides of
the hills, arrived and closely invested it by
land. The garrison, finding themselves to-
tally overpowered, surrendered themselves
prisoners of war. By the loss of these posts,
the Jersey people were obliged to make a
circuit of about ninety miles under the
mountains, to communicate with the states
cast of Hudson’s river.

After the French had taken Grenada, and
Count d’Estaing was lying with his ficet at
Cape Francois, he received letters from
Gov. Rutledge, Gen. Lincoln, the French
consul at Charleston, and others, urging
him to visit the American coast, and pro-
posing an attack upon Savannah. The ge-
"neral engaged to join him with a thousand
men certain, and promised that every exer-
tion should be made to increase the num-
ber. The application coinciding with' the
"king’s instructions, to act in concert with
the forces of the United States, whenéver
an occasion presented itself, he sailed for
the American continent within a few days
after it was reccived.
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On the 1st of September,Count d*Estaing
arrived with a fleet of twenty sail of the line,
two of fifty guns, and eleven frigates. The
appearance of the French fleet on the coasts
of South Carolina and Georgia was so unex-
pected by the British that the Experiment
man of war, of fifty guns, Sir James Wal-
lace commander, and three frigates were cap-
tured. No sooner was it known at Charles-
ton, that the count was on the coast, than
Lincoln marched with all expedition for
Savannah, with the troops under his com-
mand ; and orders were also given for the
South Carolina and Georgia militia to ren-
dezvous immediately near the same place.
—The British were equally diligent in pre-
pacing for their defence.

he French and Americans after having
spent some time in making regular ap-
Eroaches at last determined to take the place
by storm. Accordingly the morning of the
9th of October was fixed for the attack,
and neither the French nor the Americans
ha}thc least doubt of success.
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wo feints were made with the country
militia, and a real attack a little before day-
light, on the Spring-hill battery, with 3500
French troops, 600 continentals, and 350 of
the Charleston militia, headed by Count
d’Estaing and Gen. Lincoln. They marched
up to the lines with great boldness ; but a
heavy and well directed fire from the batte-

N
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ries, and a cross fir¢ from the gallies threw
the front of the column into confusion. Two
standards, however, one an Americar, were

lanted on the British redoubts. Count Pu-
aski at the head of 200 horsemen, was in
full gallop, riding inte town between the re-
doubts, with an intent of charging in the
rear, when he received a mortal wound. A
general retreat of the assailants took place,
after they hadPstood the enemy’s fire for fifty-
five minutes, D’ Estaing received two slight
wounds ; 637 of his troops, and 234 of the
contipentals were killed or wounded, Of
the 350 Charleston militia, who were in
the hotest of the fire, only six were wound-
ed, and a captain killed, Gen. Preyost and
Major Moncrief deservedly acquired great
reputation by their syccessful defence.
There were not ten guns mounted on the
lines when the enemy first appeared, and
in a few days the number exceeded eighty.
The garrison was between two and three
thousand, including 150 milftia. The dam.
age it sustained was trifiing as the men fired
under cover, and few of the gssailants fired
at all. ;

Let us now see what the northern army
was doing. In the middle of December, a
part of Gen. Washington’s army was with-
out bread; and for the rest he had not, either
on the spot or within reach, a supply suffi-
gient for four days. Both officers and men

N

weire almost
night. The ¢
solute empt’
in every pla
and credit t
general was
trates of the
ation to the!
that he an
alternative
themselves
ford them !
a certain pi
certain nui
certain day
tratcs, and
ple, be it ac
punectually
countics ¢!
But to re
the 20th of
not, with |
frontofrel
Fathom H
ed to Cha
of all thé -
put on she
fore the |
they shou
ships wer
should ha
it impract



NorTH AMERICA. 147

were almost perishing thro want for a fort-
night. The dcficiency proceeded from the ab-
solute emptincss of the American magazines
in every place, and the total want of money
and credit to replenish them. So that the
general was obliged to call upon the magis-
trates of the Jersey state,to express his situ-
ation to them, and (o declare in plain terms,
that he and his army were reduced to the
alternative of disbanding or catering for
themselves, unless the inhabitants would af-
ford them aid. He allotted to each county
a certain proportion of flour or grain, and a
certain number of cattle to be delivered on
certain days. To the honor of the magis-
tratcs, and the good dispositions of the peo-
ple, be it added, that these requisitions were
punctually complied with, and in many
countics exceeded.

But to return to the southern armies. On
the 20th of March, 1780, Admiral Arbuth-
not, with a small fleet crossed the bar, in
front of rebellion road, and anchored in Five
Fathom Hole. The American fleet retreat-
ed to Charleston, and the crews and guns
of all the vessels, except the Ranger, were
put on shore to reinforce the batteries. Be-
fore the Americans had taken this step,
they should have considered, whether the
ships were able to defend the bar, and
should have sent them off, when they found
it impracticable,
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On the 12th of April, the British open-
ed their batteries against Charleston, and a
constant fire was kept up between both par-
ties until the 20th.  On the 18th of April,
Sir Henry Clintorireceived a reinforcement
of 3000 men from New-York ; and on the
12th of May, Gen. Lincoln, after having
made the most vigorous defence he was ca-
pable of, was obliged to capitulate. It was
stipulated, that the continental troops and
sailors should remain prisoners of war until
exchanged, and be provided with good and
wholesome provisions, in such quantities as
were served out to the British troops. The
militia were to return home as prisoners on
parole, which as long as they observed, was
to secure them from being molested in their
property by the British troops. The officers
of the army and navy were to keep their
swords, pistols, and baggage, which last was

not to be searched ; but their horses were
not to go out of town, but might be disposed
of by a person left for the purpose. The gar-
rison, at an hour appointed; was to march
out of the town to the ground between the

works of the place and the canal, where they
were tc deposit their arms. The drums were
not to beat a British march, nor the colours
to be uncased. Allcivil officers and citizens,
who had borne arms during the siege, were
to be prisoners on parole; and with respect
to their property in the city, they were to
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have the same terms as the militia ; and all
other persons in the town, not described in
any article, were notwithstanding to be pri-
soners upon parole.

The capital having surrendered, the next
object of the British was to secure the gene-
ral submission of the inhabitants. With this
view they posted garrisons in different parts
of the country, and marched a large body of
troops over the Santee, towards the extrem-
ity of the state, which borders on the most
populous parts of North Carolina. This oc-
casioned the retreat of some American par.
ties, who had advanced into the upper part
of South Carolina, in expectation of reliev:
ing Charleston. Among the corps which
had ‘come forward with that view, there was
one consisting of about 300 continentals,
the rear of the Virginia line, commanded
by Col. Buford. Tarleton with about 700
horse and foot, was sent in quest of this
party. Having mounted his infantry, he
marched 105 miles in fifteen hours, came
up with them at the Waxhaws, and demand.
ed their surrender on terms similar to those

ted to the continentals at Charleston. —

'hile the were passing and repassin
on this bu":g:s, Tarleton ksept h:Pmen ig
motion, and, when the truce wasended, had
nearly surrounded his adversaries. An ac-
tion instantly ensued, when the continental
party havin gpartakenN of the gencral conster-

2
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nation occasioned by the Britisl: successes,
made but a feeble resistance, and begged for

narters. A few however continued to fire.

he British cavalry advanced, but were not
opposed by the main-body of the continen-
tals, who conceived themselves precluded
by their submission. The accidental firing
of the few was an argument, however, for di-

. yecting the British legien to charge those

who had laid down their arms. In conse-
guence of this order, the unresisting Ameri-
uns, PB ying for uarters, were cut in pie-

y Ttrleton s official account of this
_bloody scene, 113 were killed, 50 badly
wounded, unable to travel, and left on pa-
ryole, and 53 made pnsonm, while they
made such ineffectual opposition as only to
kill seven and wound twelve of the British.
Lord Cornwallis bestowed on Tarleton the
highest encomiums for this enterprize, and
recommended him in a special manner to
royal favor and patronage.

The expected succors at length arrived
from France, on the evening of the 10th of
July, at Rhode-Island. The Chevalier de
Ternay commanded the fieet;whieh consist-
ed of two ships of eigbty guns, onc of 74,

our of 64, a bomb vessel, and 33 umpann.

lantd forces consisted of four ald regi
ments; besides the legion chmznn. and a
~battalion of artillery, amounting to about
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6000 men, under the command of Licut.
Gen. Count de Rochambeau.
. About the time that Charleston surrca-
dered, Sir H. Clinton, received intelligence,
that a large number of forces and a French
fleet, commanded by Mons. Ternay, might
soon be expected on the American coast.
This induced him to reimbark far New-
York, leaving Lord Cornwallis with about
4000 men, which were deemed fully suff-
cient for his pui s. ;
On the J September was signed the
plan of a treaty of commerce between the
states of Holland and the United States of
America. Mons. de Neufville, being pro-
perly authorised by the regency of Amster-
dam, engaged, that as long as America
should not act contrary to the interest.of the
states of Holland, the city of Amsterdam
would never adopt any measure that might
tend to oppose the interests of America; but
would, on the coptrary, use all its influence
u the states .of the seven United Pro-
vinces of Holland, to effect the desired con.
nexion. This business was conducted by
Mr. Jobn Adams on the part of America.
Lord Cornwallis went on successfully in
South Carolina. On the 16th of August he
the forces under Gen. Gates, and
completely routed them after a Iam
obstinate contest. Gen. Gates was
off the ficld by a torrent of dismayed militia.
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They constituted so great a part cfhisarmy,
that when he saw them break and run with
such precipitatian, he lost every hope of
victory ; and his only care was, if possible,
to rally a sufficient number to cover the re-
treat of the other troops. He retired with
Gen. Caswell to Clermont, in hope of halt-
ing them in their late encampment ; but the’
further they fled, the more they dispersed,
and the generals givingup all as lost, re-
tired with a few attendants to Charlette.
The Americans lost cight field pieces,
the whole of their artillery, with all their
ammunition waggons, besides 150 others,
and a considerable quantity of military
stores, andthe greatest part of theirbaggage.
The numbers slain cannot be precisely as-
certained, no returns of the militia be-
ing madeafter the action : but it is suppos-
ed, that the Americans lost about 700 on
this oceasion. Though Cornwallis’s victory
was complete, yet, from the account the Bri.
tish of the action, it may be inferred,
that it.was dearly bought, upwards of 500
of their own troops being killed or wounded.
A minute representation of the retreat of
the Americans from Charlotte to Salisbury,
would be the image of complicated wretch:
edncss. -Care, anxiety; pain, homiliationy
and dejection, poverty, hurryand confusion,
miscuously marked the shocking scene.
JPuinful objects presented themselves to
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view, several men without an arm some with
but one, and many standing in need of the
most kind and powerful assistance.

Lord Cornwallis, notwithstanding his
victory, was restrained for some time from
pursuing his conquests, by the loss he
had sustained in the battle, the extreme
heat of the weather, sickliness of the sea-
son, and the want of necessary supplies : he
therefore remained at Cambden.

In the month of September, a discover
of the utmost importance was made, whici
was a scheme for delivering West Point in-
to the hands of Sir Henry Clinton. Gen.
Arnold, who had the command of that post,
was brave but mercenary, fond of parade,
and extremely desirous of acquiring money
to defray the expenses of it. When he en-
tered Philadelphia after the evacuation, he
made Gov. Penn’shouse, the best in the city,
his head quarters. This he furnished in a
very costly manner, and lived in a style far
beyond his income. He continued his ex-
travagant course of living, was unsuccessful
in trade and privateering, his funds were ex-
hausted, and his creditors im unate,
whilehislust for high life was not in the least
abated. He had exhibited heavy accounts
and demands agaifist the public; and the
commissioners, upon examination, rejected
about one half of the amount. He appealed 1o
congress and a committce was appointed,
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who were of opinion, that the commission.-
ers had allowed more than the Ecmral had
a right to expect or demand. This provok-
ed him to outrageous cxpressions and pro-
ceedings. Disgusted at the treatment he had
met with, embarrassed in his circumstan-
ces, and having a growing expensive fami-
ly, h> turned his thoughts towards better.
ing his circumstances by new means. In
1779, a correspondence commenced be
tween Gen. Arnold and Major Andre, ad-
jutant-general to the British army, a rising
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? F ofthc spcedygcom_plction of the negoci- izilk\‘vm
ciation that was carrying on between Maj. ed. ' The
Andre and Gen. Arnold, the Vulture sloop alarin. o
of war was stationed in the North River, at danker: 1
such a distance from the American posts, N‘:g?v’m
us, without exciting suspicion, would serve secull
for the ne ry communication. Before two arnrgi
this, -a wriften correspondence through o &
other channé)s had been maintained be- dle. The
tween Arnold and Andre at New-York, un- ine his
der the names of Gustavus and Anderson. log d F
Qn the 21st of September, the necessary drcg:us‘ |

arrangements being made, a boat was sent Then dg
at n?gﬁ.fmm the shore to the Vulture, to essed
fet¢h Major Andre, which brought him to {’h“ g
the beach without the posts of either army, othes tw

. where he met Arnold. The major continued rade he
with him during the day following, and at afon that
night, the boatman refusing to conduct him ceeded |
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back to the Vulture, which had shifted her
position, as she lay exposed to the fire of a
cannon sent to annoy her, he was obliged
to concert his escape by land. He quitted
his uniform, which he had hitherto worn
under his surtout, for a common coat. He
was furnished with a horse, and, under the
name of John Anderson, with a passport
from Arnold to go through the lines at
White Plains or lower if he thought proper,
on public business.

e pursued his journey alone towards
York, passed all the grards and posts on the
road without suspicion, and was much elat-
ed. The next day he travelled without any
alarm, and began to consider himself out of
danger ; but unhappily for him, three of the
New-York militia were with others on a
scouting party between the out posts of the
two armies. One of them sprung from his
covert, and seized Andre’s horse by the bri-
dle. The major instead of instantly produc-
ing his pass, asked the man where he be-
longed, who answered, * 7o bclow.’’ An-
dre suspecting no deceit, said ‘‘ Sodo 1.”
Then declared himse)f a British officer, and
pressed that he might not be detained, for
that he was upon urgent business. Upon the
other two coming up, and joining their com-
rade he discovered his mistake. The confu-
sion that followed wasapparent, and they pro-
ceeded to search him till they found his pa-
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pers. He offered the captors a considerable that were ¢
purse of gold, and a very valuable watch, and the co
to let him pass ; but they nobly disdained been laid |
the temptation, besifles the fascinating of- commande
fers of permanent provision, and even of enclosed ir
future promotion, on condition of their con- accompani
veyingandaccompanyinghimtoNew-York. avowing hi
They conducted him to Lieut. Col. Jame- tant gener:
son, the continental officer who had the com- the manner
mand of the scouting parties, amounting to to show, tt
800 men, chiefly militia. Arnold’s conduct scription o
with regard to this body of men, and in warded by
other respects, had excited such suspicions No soor
in the breast of the lieutenant-colonel, and jor’s lette
the rest of the officers, that they had deter- Vulture, v
‘ mined upon seizing the general at all events, Point; he
, had he come down and ordered them near- Washingt
] er the enemy. Jameson, notwithstanding the eastw:
his strong jealousy of Arnold, was in the consequer
issue the means of his escape. . the Amer
Major Andre, in order to give Arnold command
time to escape, requested that a line might arms, or
be sent to acquaint him of the detention of loss, and t
Anderson, the name Andre had assumed, Point, ar
which Jameson, through an ill-judged deli- cies, mus
cacy, granted. The papers, which were Washin
the Brity

found in the major’s hoots, were in Arnold’s
hand writing,and contained exact returns of
the state of the forces, ordnance and defences

nothing |
with resy

j at West Point and its dependencies, with On the
the artillery orders, critical remarks on the irgton ap
works, an estimate of the number of men officers,
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that were ordinarily on duty to man them,
and the copy of a state of matters that had
been laid before a council of war by the
commander in chief. These papers were
enclosed ina packet to Gen. &ashington,
accompanied with a letter from the prisoner,
avowing himself to be Major Andre, adju-
tant general to the British army, relating
the manner of his capture, and endeavoring
10 show, that he did not come under the de-
scriptionof a spy. These papers were for-
warded by Jameson.

No sooner had Arnold received the Ma-
jor’s letter, than he hastened on board the
Vulture, whichlay some miles below Stoney
Point; he had not been long gone, when
Washington arrived at his quarters from
the eastward. Had the plot succeeded, the
consequences must have been ruinous to
the Americans. The forces under Arnold’s
command must have either laid down their
arins, or have been cut to pieces. Their
loss, and the immediate possession of West-
Point, and all its neighboring dependen-
cies, must have exposed the remainder of
Washington’s army to the joint exertion of
the British forces, by landl and water, and
nothing but ruin could have been the result
with respect to the Americans. ;

On the 29th of September Gen. Wash:
ington appointeda beard of fourteen general
officers, with the assistance of the judge ad-.
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timent and

vocate general, to examine Major Afndrc’.s Gen, Wask
case, and to determine, in what light it a wibbet. 1
ought to be considered. Andre, disdaining on the subj
all subterfuge and evasiop, and .StUd.Y ng owerfully
only to place his character in so fair a light, Eim, till Gr
as might prevent its being shaded by pre- was that of
sent circumstances, voluntarily cdnfessed good requi
more than he was asked, and sought not to were he s}
alliate any thing relating to himself, while there were
£c concealed, with the most guarded and him 6 not
scrupulous nicety, whatever might involve convinced
others. The board shewed him every pos. propriety '
sible mark of indulgence, and suﬂi.cnet.ntly while ten
witnessed how much they felt for his situ- vulged.
ation. However, public justice obliged them hen
to declare, ¢‘ that Major Andre ought to be lace of «
considered as a spy from the enemy ; a.ndtha.lt owed hi:
egrecable to the law and usage of nations, it whom hel
is their opinion he ought to suffer death.”’ ment.—A
Several letters passed between the Gene- the serene
rals Clinton and Washington relative to ing the p
this unhappy affair ; but nothing was capa- asﬁed wit
bile of saving the unfortunate major. On this mahn
the 2d of October, the tragccx was closed. able. He
The major was superior to the terrors of fate, but |
death ; but the disgraceful mode of dying, collecting
which the usage of war had annexed to his a momen
‘unhappy, sitnation, was infinitely dreadful the cart, b
to him. ’h‘c was desirous of being mdu[ged self with
with a professional death, andhadaccording- miration,
ly written, the day before, a pathetic letter, spectator

fraught with all the feelings of a man of sen,
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timent and honor, in which he requested of
Gen. Washington, that hc might not die an
agibbet. The general consulted his officers
on the subject. Pityand esteem wrought so

owerfully, that they were all for shooting
ﬁim, till Greene insisted on it, that his crime
was that of a common spy ; that the public
good required his being hanged ; and that,

io were he shot, the generality would “think
le there were favorable circumstances entitling
nd him to notice and lenity. His observations
Ye convinced them that there would be an im-
g propriety in granting the major’s request,
tly while tenderness prevented its being di-
il vulged.

PTR \%’hcn Major Andre was led out to the
be lace of execution, as he went along he
hat gowcd himself familiarly to all those with

whom he had been acquainted in his confine-
ment.—A smile of complacency expressed
the serene fortitude of his mind. Upon see-

ing the preparations at the fatal spot, he
(pa- asked with some emotion, ‘“ Must I die in

On this manner?”” He was told it was unavoid-
sed. able. He replied, ‘‘Iam reconciled to my
5 of fate, but not to the mode.”” Soon after, re-
“;‘5’ collecting himself, he added, **it will be but
’dfl? a momentary pang ;”’ and springing upon
;g:d the cart, he performed the last offices to him-

sclf with a composure that excited the ad.
miration, and melted the hearts of all the
spectators,—Being told the final moment
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was at hand, and asked if he had any thing
to say, he answered, ‘‘ Nothing but to re-
uest you will witness to the world, that I
ie like a brave man.” He died univer-
sally esteemed and regretted.

Memorable events recorded in this chapter.

Anno 1778.
The British operations against Georgia.
The affairs of the United States in a deplor-
able condition.
Gen. Lincoln sent to South Carolina.
Anno 1779.
Gen. Ashe surprised and defeated.
Sir Henry Clinton takes Stoney Point.
Count d’Estaing sails from the West Indies
for the American coast.
The French and Americans repulsed at Sa-
vannah. !
Washington’s army in distress for want of
bread.
"‘Charlesten taken by the British forces.
Anno 1780.
Tarleton defeats Col. Buford.
A French fleet with troops arrive at New-

Port. C\
Treaty signed between Hollnna and Ame-
rica.
Earl Cornwallis defeats Gen, Gates.
Major Andre taken and executed as a spy.
‘Gen. Arnold makes his escape on board the
Vulture British sloop of war.
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CHAP IX.

IR Henry Clinton, on the 15th of Octo-
ber, 1780, in obedience to the orders
sent him to prosecute the war with vigor
in North Carolina and Virginia, dispatched
Gen, Leslie from New-York to the bay of
Chesapeak, with pear 3000 choice troops,
‘He was to co-operate with Lord Cornwallis,
who was expected to be far advanced to-
wards, if not to have reached, Virginia. In
a few days, the flect arrived in the bay, and
the troaps were landed in difierent parts of
Virgioia.
On the 20th of June, the French and Span-
ish fleets formed a junction in the West.
Indies. They amounted to 36 sail of the
line, which, with their united land forces,
nt of formed such an apparent superiority, as no-
thing in those seas or islands seemed capable
of resisting ; but the Spanish troops being
too much crowded on board their transports,
together with the length of the voyage, the
change of climate and diet, and other cir-
cumstances, a most mortal and contagious
disorder was generated, which first infect-
ed their own seamen, and at length spread,
though pot with so fatal an. effect, through
the French fleet and land forces. Besides
the great mortality on the passage, the Spa-
niards landed 1200 siock on their first arrival
2
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at Dominique, and a much greater number
afterwards at Guadaloupe and Martinico.
Thus the spirit of enterprise was damped,
and some part of their strength diminisK:d.
In the month of September, Mr. Laurens
was taken on his way from America to Hol-
land, on the banks of Newfoundland. A
packet of papers being thrown over-board,
and not sinking suddenly, was saved by the
boldness and dexterity of an English sailor,
and most of them were recovered from the
effects of the water. On his arrival in
England, he was committed, upen a char,
of high treason, as a state prisoner to the
Tower, under an order signed by the three
secretaries of state. By the medium of his
Fa rs, administration came to the know-
edge of the eventual treaty of amity and
° commerce between America and Holland.
In consequence of this discovery, strong
remonstrances were made to the States Ge-
neral ; but as no satisfactory answer was re-
turned, Sir Joseph Yerke received orders
to withdraw from the Hague ; and, on the
20th of Dec. general reprisals were issued
against the ships, goods, and subjects, of
the States General. '
On the 12th of January, 1781, General
Greene’s troops consisted of about 1100,
The next day, Col. Lee’s partizan legion
arrived from the northward, consisting of
about 100 horsemen, well mounted, and 120
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infantry ; and on the 13th the legion was
detached on a secret expedition. They
pushed on for Georgetown, where they sur-
prised several officers, and took them pri-
soners. Major Irwin, and many more of the
§an'iaon were killed ; but the principal part
ed to the fort, which Lee was not 1n a
condition to besiege. While this enter-
trise was carrying on, the enemy aimed a
low at Morgan, who was advised by
Greene not to risque too much.
Gen. Leslie, in compliance with his or-
ders, left Virginia, and arrived at Charles-
ton, and jeined ‘Lord Cornwallis who wish-
ed to drive Gen. Morgan from his station
and to deter the inhabitants from joining
him. The execution of this business was
entrusted to Lieut. Col. Tarleton, who
was detached with about 1100 men for that
purpose. On the 17th of January, Tarle.
ton came :(]) with Morgan, when an action

re- commenced, which terminated in the al-
ers most total defeat of Tarleton.

the Tarleton was very.much censured for his
1ed eonduct in this battle, which he was suppos-

ed to have lost by his un-officer like impet-
' uosity. Lord Cornwallis, with the expec-
eral tations of regaining the prisoners, and de-
00. molishing Morgan’s corps, instantly con-
jion cluded on a pursuit, which Morgan was
aware of, and took his measures accord-

120 mgly. :

= =S
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On the 31st of January, Greene succeed-
ed Morgan in the command of the southern
army, when a kind of military race com-
menced between the pursuing British and
the fleeing Americans ; but Greene got off
before Cornwallis could overtake him.

Lord Cornwallis, being afterwards con-
vinced from Greene’s movements, that he
intended to venture an engagement, on the
14th of May sent off-his baggage under a
proper escort, and the next morning at day-
break, marched with the remainder of this
army, amounting to about 2400 men, chief-
ly troops grown veteran in victory, cither
to meet Greene on the way, or atiack him
in his encampment.

T'he battle took place near Guilford court-
house ; and after 4 hard struggle of near two
hours, the Americans retreated in good or-
der to the Reedy Fork, and crossed the niv-
er, about three miles foom the field of action.
Greene lost his artilery, and two ammuni-
tion waggons, the greatest part of the horses
being killed before the retreat began.

In the month of February, reprisals hav.
ing been commenced against the Dutch,
Rodney and Vaughan veceived instructions
from Great Britain to direct their views to
the reduction of the Dutch island of St.
Eustatia. The British fleet and army in-
stantly appeared there, and surrounded it
with a great force. Rodney and Vaughan
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sent a peremptory summons to the govern-
or, to surrender the island and its depen-
dencies within an hour, accompanied with
a threat, that if any resistance was made, he
must abide the consequences. Mons. de
Graaff, totally ignorant of the rupture be-
tween Great Britain and Holland, could
scarcely believe the officer, who delivered
the summons, to be serious. He returned
for answer, that being utterly incapable of
making any defence,%xe must of necessity
surrender, only recommending the town
and inhabitants to the clemency of the Bri-
tish commanders. The wealth of the place
excited the astonishment of the conquerors,
the whole island seemed to be one great ma-
gazine. All the store houses were filled with
various commodities, and the very beach
was covered with hogsheads of sugar and
tobacco. The value was estimated consi-
derably above three millions sterling. But
this was only a part; for above 150 vessels
of all denominations, many of them richly
laden, were captured in thebay, exclusive of
a Dutch frigate of 38 guns,and five smaller.
The neighboring small isles of St. Martin
and Seba were reduced in the same manner.

Rodney being informed, that a fleet of
about 30 large ships, all richly laden, with
sugar and other West-India commodities,
had sailed from Eustatia for Holland just
before his arrival, under convoy of a flag
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ship of 60 guns, he dispatched the Monarch
an(rPanthcr, with the Sybil frigate in pur-
suit of them. These soon overtook the
convoy, when the Dutch admiral refusing
to strike his colours, and all remonstrances
proving ineffectual, a short engagement

took place between his ship, the Mars and dav. Lok
the Monarch. He died bravely in defence a;] ay-light,
of his ship, when she instantly struck, and t ‘il:‘a:}?cor!'n

the whole convoy was taken.
The keeping of Dutch colours flying at
Eustatia, rendered it for some time a decoy

their convoy
while Count

to French, Dutch and American vessels, a aline of batt
considerable number of which fell accord- ral Hood us
ingly into the hands of the conquerors with- him to actio
out trouble. and so havii
Preparations began to be made, on the shot distanc
21st of June, for the army under Gen. ed. Thev
Washington to take the field. The Ameri- centre of th(
cans marched towards White Plains, where and heavy v
they were joined by the French troops un- to close the
. der Rochambeau. ward ; but
Sir George Roadney, in consequence of masts, hull:
information concerning the French fleet un- cd ab?“_‘ th
der the Count de Grasse, detached the Ad- E‘;‘é C:l‘::‘}:'"l‘_gj

mirals 8ir Samuel Hood and Drake, with
seventeen sail of the line, to cruise off Fort
Royal for the purpose of intercepting him.

. gain the w!
and the Bri

On the 28th of April, some of Sir Samuel’s Letusn
headmost ships returned hastily in sight,and der Lord (
with signals announced the appearance of a the British

strong pos

superior flect, and a numerous convoy, to :
might renc
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the windward of Point Salines. The ad.
miral made a signal for a general chase to
windward, and at night it was determined
by the admirals to continue the line ahead,
so that getting as much as possible to wind-
ward, they might close in with Fort Royal
at day-light, and cut off the enemy from
the harbor.

In the morning the French appeared,
their convoy keeping close in with the land,
while Count de Grasse drew up his fleet in
aline of battle for their protection. Admi.-
ral Hood used every manceuvre to bring
him to action; but he being to windward,
and so having the choice, preferred a long
shot distance. A partial engagement ensu-
ed. The van and the nearest ships in the
centre of the British, were exposed to a long
and heavy weight of fire, in their struggles
to close the French, and get to the wind-
ward ; but suffered principally in their
masts, hulls, and rigging. The action last.
cd about three hours, when Admiral Hood
g_crcciving, that not one shot in ten of the

rench reached, and that his attempts to
. gain the wind were fruitless, ceased firing,
and the British flect bore away for Antigua.

Let us now return to the transactions un-
der Lord Cornwallis. One great object of
the British force was the establishment of a-
strong post and place of arms, and such as
might render them perfectly masters of Che-
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sapeak bay, and therefore they repaired to
York Town and Gloucester.

The French and American armies conti-
nued their march from the northward, till
they arrived at the head of Elk ; and with-
in an hour after they received an express
from Count de Grasse, with the joyful ac-
count of his arrival and situation. By the
15th of September, all the troops were ar-
rived and landed at Williamsburgh, and
preparations were made with all possible
dispatch for putting the army in a situation
to move down towards York Town.

On the 30th of September, Lord Corn-
wallis was closely invested in York Town.
The trenches were opened by the combined
armies on the 6th of October, at 600 yards
distance from Cornwallis’s works. On the
9th they opened their batteries, and contin-
ued firing all might, without intermission.
The next morning the French opened their
batteries on the left, and a tremendous roar
of cannon and mortars was continued for
six or eight hours without ceasing.

The French and Americans continued to
carry on the siege with great success. On
the 16th their several batteries were covered
with near 100 pieces of heavy ordmance ;
while the British works were so destroyed
that they could scarcely show a single gun.
Thus was Lord Cornwallis reduced to the
necessity of preparing for a surrender, or of

attempting

.the latter.
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attempting an escape. He determined upon
-the latter. Boats were prepared under dif-
ferent pretences, for the reception of the
troops by ten at night, in order to pass them
over to Gloucester Point. The arrange-
ments were made with the utmost secrecy.
The intention was to abandon the baggage,
and to leave a detachment behind to capitu-
late for the town’s peoplgy and for the sick
and wounded, his lordship having already
prepared a letter on the subject, to be deli-
vered to Gen. WashinEton after his depar-
ture. The first embarkation had arrived at
Gloucester Point,and the greater partof the
troops were already landed, when the wea-
ther, which was before moderate and calm,
instantly changed to a most violent storm of
wind and rain.  The boats with the remain-
ing troops were all driven down the river,
and the design of passing over was not on-
ly entirely frustrated, but the absence of the
boats rendered it impossible to bring back
the troops from Gloucester. Thus weak-
ened and divided, the army was in no small
danger. However, the boats returned, and
the troops were broeught back in the course
of the forenoon with very little loss.
Things were now hastening to a period,
which could be no longer protracted; for the
British works were sinking under the weight
of the French and American artillery. All
hopes ¢f rclief from I;)Yew-York were over,
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and the strength and spirits of the royal army
were broken down and exhausted by their
constantand ynremitting fatigue. Matters
being in this situation on the 17th of Oc-
tober, Lord Cornwallis sent out a flag with
a letter to Gen. Washington, requesting a
‘cessation of arms for twenty.four hours, and
that commissioners might be appointed for
digesting the terms of capitulation. Com-
missioners were accordingly appointed; and
on the side of the allies, were Viscount de
Noailles,and Lieut. Col. Laurens, whose fa.
ther was in close confinement in the Tower
of London, while the son was drawing up
articles by which an English nobleman and
a British army became prisoners.

On'the 19th of October, the posts of
York Town and Gloucester were surren-
dered. The honor of marching out with
colours flying, which had been denied to
Gen. Lincoln, was now refused to Lord
Cornwallis, and Lincoln was appointed to
receive the submissipn of the royal army
at York Town, preciscly in the same way
his own had been cgnducted about eighteen
months before. e troops that surrender-
ed prisoners exceeded 7000 ; but so great
was the number of sick and wounded, that
there were only 3800 capable of doing duty.
The officers and soldiers retained their bag-
gage and effects. Fifteen hundred seamen
shared the same fate as the garrison. The
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Guadaloupe frigate of 44 guns, and a num-
ber of transports, were surrendered to the
conquerors. About 20 transports had been
sunk or burnt during the siege. The land
forces became prisoners to the Americans ;
but the seamen and ships were assigned to
the French admiral. ‘T'he Americans ob-
tained a fine train of artillery, consisting of
75 pieces of brass ordnance, and 69 iron
cannon, howitzers, and mortars.

On the 24th of October, a fleet destined
for the relicf of Lord Cornwallis arrived off
the Chesapeak ; but, on receiving the news
of his surrender, they returned to New-
York. The fleet consisted of 25 ships of
the line, two fifties, and eight frigates.—
When they appeared off the Chesapeak, the
French made no manner of movement,
though they had 36 ships of the line, being
Terhaps satisfied with their present success,

Lvery ar%umcnt and persuasion was used
with the Ccunt de Grasse to induce him to
aid the combined army in an operation
against Charleston ; but the advanced sea-
son, the orders of his court, and his own en-

agements to be punctual toa certaintime,
gxed for his future operation, prevented his
compliance. His instructions had fixed his
departure on the 15th of October, and he
had already exceeded that time. On the
27th the troops under the Marquis St. Simon
began to embark for the West-Indies, and
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about the 5th of November de Grasse sail-

ed from the Chesapeak.
Memorable events recorded in this chapter,
Anno 1780.

Sir Henry Clinton sends 3000 troops to the
bay of Chesapeak.

The French and Spanish fleet form a junc-
tion in the West-Indies. ™

Mr. Laurens taken in his passage to Hﬁ{“
land.

Sir Joscph Yorke leaves the Hague.

Anno 1781.

Lieut. Col. Tarleton detached after Gen.
Morgan by whom he is defeated.

Sir George Rodney and Gen. Vaughan take
St. Eustatia, St. Martins and Saba.

The French troops join the Americans un-
der Washington.

Sir Samuel Hood and Fount de Grasse cn-

age.

Lord Cornwallis repairs to York Town agd
Gloucester.

Is obliged to capitulate, and surrender York
Town and Gloucester.

De Grasse sails for the West.Indies.
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CHAP X

N the 27th of November, the king of
England went to the house of peers,
and openéd the sessions of parliament.
Warm debates took place onaccount of the
ruinous manncr in which the American war
was centinued; but Lord North and his
party, who thought they had not yet carried
things far ‘enouﬁ}\x, maintained a consider-
able majority in the house of commons. Mr.
Burke had made several motions relativeto
the release of Mr. Laurens from the Tower.
However, at length, Mr. Laurens was
brought before Lord Mansfield, on the last
day of the year, in consequence of an order
from the secretary of state, and was dis-
charged upon certain conditions.

"The naval force of France and in in
the West-Indies, in the menth of February,
1782, amounted to 60 ships of the line, and
their land forces when joined would have
formed a considerable army. Jamaica had
no more than six incomplete battalions of
regular troops and the militia of the island
to défend it; and therefore in case of at-
tack, must have been soon conquered. The
arrival of Sir George Rodney with twelve
sail of the line at Barbadoes, and his sub-
scquent junction wIi,th Sir Samuel Hood’s

2
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squadron, together with the arrivai of three
ships of the line from England a few days af-
terwards, perbaps providentially saved Ja-
maica from falling into the hands of the ene-
my. The English fleet at St. Lucia amount-
ing to 36 ships of the line, and the force un-
der de Grasse at Martinico to 34. The
metal of the French is always heavier than
that of the English, in equal rates, so that
this point the French had the advantage.
The van of the British fleet was com-
manded by Sir Samuel Hood, the centre by
by Admi-
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de Grasse, Mons, de Vaudreuil,
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m April, the Fren

thteo turn ‘c::lt of dlort Royal hatbor early
m the morning, with a great convoy under
their protection,all boufd tothe F r);nch or
S  ports in Hispaniola. De Grasse, in
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excellent preparation, that all the ships were
clear of Gress Islet Bay by noon, and pur-
-sued with the utmost expedition; so that the
French saved only a few hours, by being
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masters of the time of departure. The

English gained sight of them under Domi-

nique at night, and afterwards regulated

the pursuit by signals.

Early the next morning, Count de Grasse

formed the line of battle, and thereby af-

forded an opportunity to his convoy for
proceeding on their course, while he re-

mained to abide the consequences. The
van of the English fleet first closed with the
French centre, while the English centre and
rear were becalmed. The action commenc-
ed about nine o’clock on the ninth. The
Barfleur, Sir Samuel Hood’s own ship, had
at times seven and generally three ships fir-
ing upon her, and none of the division escap-
ed encountering a disproportionate force.
The firm and effectual resistance with which
they supported all the efforts of the enemy’s
superiority, was to the highest degree glori-
ous. Atlength the leading ships of the cen-
tre were enabled to come up to their assist-
ance. These were soon followed by Sir
George Rodney in the Formidable, with his v (

guns : they made and supported a most tre-
mendous fire. De Grasse now changed the
nature of the action, and kept at such a dis-
tance during the remainder of the engage-
ment, as might prevent any thing decisive
happening. ~ The rest of the English fleet
soming up De Grasse withdrew his ships
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from the action, and evaded all the efforts
of the English commanders for its renewal.
Two of the French ships were so damaged,
that they were obliged to quit the fleet, and

ut into Guadaloupe. On the side of the

inglish the Royal Qak and the Montague
suftered extremely ; but they were capable
of being repaired at sea, so as not to be un~
der the negessity of quitting the fleet.

On the 11th the ercnch fleet weathered
Guadaloupé, and gained such a distance,
thatthe body of their fleet could only be de-
scried from the mast-heads of the British
centre, and all hopes of Sir George Rod-
ney’s coming up with them seemed to be at
an end. In this-critical situation, one of the
French ships, which had suffered in the ac .
tion, was perceived, about noon, to fall off
considerably from the rest of the fleet to lee-
ward. This produeed signals from the Eng-
lish admiral for a general chase, which was
so vigorous that the Agamemnon, and some
others of the headmost of the English line,
were coming up so fast with this ship that
she would assuredly have been cut off Le-
fore evening had not her signals and immi-
nent danger induced de Grasse to bear down
with his whole fleet to her assistance. This
movement put it out of the power of the
French to avoid fighting. The pursuing
English fell back inte their station, and a
close line was farmed,—The French alsa
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prepared for battle with the greatest resolu.-
tion, and the night passed in preparations
on both sides.

*About seven o’clock in the morning, of
the 12th of April, the battle commenced,
and was continued with unremitting fury
until near the same hour in the evening.—
Asthe English came up, they ranged slow-
ly along the French line, and close under
their lee. Being so near every shot took
effect, and the French ships being so full
of men, the carnage in them wasgrodigious.
The Formidable, Admiral Rodney’s ship,
fired near eighty broadsides, and it may be
supposed the restwere not idle. The French
stood and returned this dreadful fire with the
utmost firmness, each side fighting, as if the
honor and fate of their country were that day
to be decided.

Sir George Rodney in the Formidable,
with his seconds the Namur and the Duke,
and immediately supported by the Canada,
between twelve and one o’clock, hove di-
rectly and with full sail athwart the French
line and successfully broke through, about
three ships short of the centre, where Count
de Grasse commanded in the Ville de Paris
of 110 guns. Being followed and support-
ed by the remainder of his division, and
wearing round close about the enemy, he
effectually separated their line.  This bokd
adventure proveddecisive. The battle lasted
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till sunset, for the French fought with the
greatest bravery.

The British fleet having now gained the
wind of the French, their general confusion
was completed. Hood’s hivision had becn
long becalmed and kept out of action ; but
his head ships and part of his centre, as far
at least as the Barfleur, which he himself
commanded, came up at this juncture, and
contributed to render the victory more de-
cisive. The Casar, Glorteux, and Hector,
soon struck their colours but not till after
they had made the most roble defence.

Count de Grasse was nobly supported,
evcn after the line was broken ; and the Di-
adem, a French 74, went down by a single
broadside, in a generous exertion to save
him. The Ville de Paris was almost redyc-
ed to a wreck, but de Grasse still held out,
At length Hood in the Barfieur approached
him just at sunset, and pourcd in a most
destructive fire. The Ville de Paris sup-
ported all these shocks for a quarter of an
haour after, when she struck to Sir Samuel
Hood. It was said, that at the time she
struck, there were but three men left alive
and ynhurt on the upper deck, and that the
count was on¢ of them.

The Cazsar was unfortunately set on fire,
and blew up in the night of the actiopn. A
lieutenant and 50 English scamen perished,
with about 400 prisoners. The number of
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the French slain in this engagement, and
that of the ninth, was computed at three
thousand and near double that number
wounded. The small superiority of Bri-
tish ships in point of number, contributed
nothing to the success of the day, as more
of Hood’s division than that difference a-
mounted to, were prevented coming into
action throughthe wantof wind. The whole
loss of the English, in killed and wounded
in the two actions, was stated only g 1050,
of which 253 were killed on the spot.

In the Ville de Paris were found thirty-
six chests of money, destined to pay the
subsistence of the troops in the designed
attack on Jamaica. Sir gamncl Hood being
sent in pursuit of the scattered enemy, on
the 19th he came up and took the Jason
and Canton of 64 guns each, and two fri-

ates.

Thus the French lost eight ships of the
line : six were in possession of the English,
one had been sunk, and the Czsar blew up
after her capture. The English having join-
ed off Cape Tiberoon, and the French hay-
ing no force to the windward, Sir Geo
Rodney przceeded with the disabled ships
and prizes to Jamaica, as well for their re-
pair, as the greater security of the Island,
should the combined fleet still venture upon
the prosecution of their former design.
Sir Samuel Hood was left with about 25

——
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ships of the line to keep the sea, and watch
the motions of the enemy.

Let us now return to North America,
where all parties seemed to be heartily tired
of the war. On the 5th of 'May, Sir Guy
Carleton arrived at New-York, and or the

“7th he wrote to Gen. Washington, and sent '

him some public papers, that his excellen-
cy might learn from them, the dispositign
that prevailed in the government and peo-
ple of Great Britain, relative to the making
of a péace with America,

The British administration having re-
solved upon abandoning all offensive ope-
rations in America, the scheme of evacuat-
ing all the weakest posts in the United
States was adopted. Accordingly, on the
11th of July Savannah was evacuated, and
the Americans immediately took possession
of it, the works and town being left perfect.

On the 14th of December, Gen. Leslie,
who commanded at Charleston, completed
the embarkation of his troops, and quitted
that town. Gen. Wayne, wi thelcgiqn and
light infantry, had been before their works
for several days, by order of Gen. Greene.

Tt was hinted to him from Gen. Leslic,

through a certain medium, that if they were
permitted to embark without interruption,
“every care should be taken for the preserva-
tion of the town. Wayne was directed to
accedetothe proposal, the Britishalsoagree-

!

ing not to
board. T
stood by b
cuated and
fusion, th
close on 1t
was condi
day ; the
following,
oycncd fo:
. tish cross
Everyt
=+ approach
missioner
the utmo
Novembe
upon anc
terms of |
the court
finished s
the minis
others in
were sur
We n
unfortun
, close of' t
war. T
Grasse’s
chantme
ingly b
Ngwl'ouJ

The Vil



ad
1y
he
nt
n-
pn
'0-

ng

pe-
at-
ted
the
and
ion
ect.
lie,
sted
tted

ks
ene.
slie,
vere
lion,
‘rva-
:d to
jree-

WNorTH AMERICA. 181

ing not to fire on the town after getting on
board. The conditions being fully under-
stood by both parties, Charleston was eva-
cuated and possessed without the least con-
fusion, the American advance following
close on the British rear. The governor
was conducted into his capital the same
day; the civil police established the day
following, and on the third the town was
opened for business. On the 17th the Bri.
. tish crossed the bar, and went to sea.
~ Every thing now seemed to announce the
=+ approach of peace. The American com-
missioners expedited the negociation with
the utmost assiduity, ahd on the 30th of
November, provisional articles were agreed
upon and signed, to take effect whenever
terms of peace should be finally scttled with
the court of France. The business was
finished so privately and unexpectedly that
the ministers and ambassadors, as well as
others in and about the court of Versailles,
were surprised upon hearing the news.
We must not here avoid mentioning an
unfortunate event, which happened at the
» close of the still more unfortunate American
war. Ten men of war, including Count de
Grasse’s ships, with a large fleet of mer-
chantmen from Jamaica, suffered exceed-
ingly by a tremendous gale of wind off
Newfoundland, on the 17th of September.
The Ville de Paris and the Gloricux foun-

Q
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dered, and only one man out of the comple-
ment,of both ships escaped to tell the mel-
% Hegtor also sunk ; but
being descried in time by a snow that made
towards them, the crew were saved. The
w-m down, but her people were
, by the merchantmen in company.
" The Centaur was likewise lost, and all her
company, except twelve, with the captain,
who gotinto the only remaining boat. They
traversed a space of near 800 miles on the
Atlantic ocean, without compass or quad-
rant, and with a blanket for a sail.
had only two biscuits divided among them
every twenty-four hours; and as much
water during that space to every man, as
the neck of a wine bottle broken off would
hold. At the expiration of sixteen days
when the last division of biscuit and water
%ad been made, to their inexpressible joy,
they discovered the P ‘island of
Fayal, where they safely arrived at night,
and received every assistance their me
choly sjtuation demanded.

Qn.the 3d of September, 1783, the defin. -
jtive treaties between Great Britain, France
and Spain, were signed at Versailles by
{the respective plenipotentiaries authorized
for that purpose, On the same day, the
definitive treaty with Great Britain and the
United States of America was also si%ed
at Paris, by David Hartley, Esq. the Bri.
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tish plenipotentiary, and John Adams, Bcn-
jamin Frank]in, and John Jay, the plenipo-
tentiaries of the said states.

By the articles of this treaty, his Britan-
nic majesty acknowledged the indepen-
dence of the Thirteen United States of Ame-
rica, to wit, New-Hampshire, Massachu-
setts, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, New-
York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela-
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina and Georgia. He also re-
linquished all claims to the government of
the said states, and consented to treat with
them as a free and independent people.
Their boundaries were also settled, and
they were allowed the liberty of fishing and
drying fish as usual on the banks of New-
fm'lrnf and. i be :

e culars of treaty between
Great an, France, and Spain, will be
found in our history of England, to which
it more properly belongs. :

Thus ended the unhappy American war,
which added to the national debt of the mo-
ther country one hundred and twenty mil-
lion pounds sterling, besides the loss of
many thousands of our bravest officers, sol-
diers, and seamen, to the disgrace and in-
famy of those ministers, who advised and
carried it on, contrary to the general yoice
-of the people of Great Britain !




e

184 Tux Hisronv, &ec.

HMemorable events recorded in this chapier.
Anno 1781.

Mr. Laurens discharged from his confine-
ment in the Tower of London.

Anno 1782.

The fleets of Sir George Rodney and Count
de Grasse meet in the West-Indies.

They engage, and Count de Grasse is de-
feated and taken.

Savapnah evacuated by the British forces.

And afterwards Charleston in South Caro-
lina.

Provisional articles of peace signed between
“the British and Americancommissioners.

\ Anno 1783.

The definitive treaties between Great Bri-
tain, France, Spain, and America signed.

Smpm——
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, Appendix.
Conflitution of the United States.

ie- WE, The People of the United States, in order to form a
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestigh
Tranquility, provide for the common Defence, promote
the general Welfare, and secure the Blcssings'&\' Liberty
to ourselves and our Posterity, DO ORDAIN AND Es-
rasrisa this CONSTITUTION for the UNJITED
STATES of AMERICA. ‘

ARTICLE L

de- Section 1. ALL legislative @owcn herein granted shall be
vested in a Congress of the United Stutes,
. which shall consist of a Senate.and House of Representatives.
°8. Sec. 2. The house of represeatatives shall be m"wnd of .
ro- members chosen every second year by the people of the se-
veral states ; and the electors in each State shall have the
qualifications requisite for electors of the most numnerous
een branch of the state legislature.
BIS. No person shall be a representative who shall net have at-
tained to the age of twenty-five years, and been seven years
a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elect-
ed, be an inhabitant of that state in which he shall be chosen.
Representatives, and direct taxes, shall be apportioned

int

. among the several states which may be included within this
Bri. union, according to their respective numbers, which shall
1ed. be determined b*y‘ adding to the whole number of free per-

sons, including those bound to service for a term of years,

and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other per-
sons. The actual enumeration shall be niade within three
years after the first meeting of the congress of the United
States, and within every subsequent term of tem years, in.
such manner as they shall by law direct. The number of
representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thou-
sand, but each state shall have at least one representative ;
and until such enumeration shall be made, the state of New-
Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three ; Massachusetts,
eight ; Rhode-lsland and Providence Plantations, one ; Con-
necticut, five ; New-York, six ; New-Jersey, four ; Penn-

Q2
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188 Constitution of the United States.

sylvania, eight ; Delaware, one ; Maryland, six ; Virginia,
ten ; North-Carolina, five ; South-Carolina, five ; and Geor-
gia, three.

When vacancies happen in the representation from any
state, the executive authority thereof shall issue writs of
election te fill such vacancies.

The house of representatives shall chuse their speaker and
other officers ; and shall have the sole power of impeach-
ment,

Sec. 3. The Senate of the United States shall be compos- .

ed of two senators from each state, chosen by the legislature
thereof, for six years ; and each senator shall have one
vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled, in consequence
of the first election, they shall be divided as equally as may
be into three classes. The seats of the senators of the first
class shall be vacated at the expiration of the second year,.
of the second class at the expiration of the fourth year, and
of the third class at the expiration of the sixth year, so that
one-third may be chosen every second yeJ ; and if vacan-
cies ha by resignation, or otherwise, during the recess
of the slature of any state, the executive thereof may
make temporary appointments until the next meeting of the
Jegislature, which shall then fill such vacancies.

o person shall be a sepator who shall not have attained
to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a citizen of
the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an in-
habitant of thut state for which he shall be chosen.

‘Fhe vice-presideny of the United States shall be president
of the senate, but have no vote unless they be equally
divided.

The senate shall chuse their other officers and also a pre-
sident pro tempore, in the absence of the vice-president, or
when he shall exercise the office of president of the United

States.

The senate shall have the sole power to try all impeach-
ments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on vath
or affirmation. When the president of the United States is
tried, the ehief justice shall preside : And no person shall
be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds ef the
members preset.

Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend fur-
ther than to removal from office, apd disqualification to hold
and enjay any office of honor, trust or profit under the Unit-
¢d States ; but the party convicted shall nevertheless be li-
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able and subject to indictment, trial, judgment and punish-
ment according to law,

Sec. 4. The times, places and manner of holding elections
for senators and representatives, shall be prescribed in each
state by the legislature thereof ; but the congress may at any
time by law make or alter such regulations, except as to the
places of chusing senators.

The congress shall assemble at least once in every year,
and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in December,
unless they shall by law appoint a different day.

Sec. 5. Each house shall be the judge of the elections, re-
turns and qualifications of its own members, and a majority
of each shall constitute a quorum to do business ; but a smal-
ler number may adjourn from day to day, and may be autho~
rized to compel the attendance of absent members, in such
manner, and under such penalties as each house may pro-
vide.

Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings,
punish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the
concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member.

Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and
from time to time publish the same, excepting such parts as
may in their judgment require secrecy ; and the yeas and
nays of the members of either house on any question shall at
the dc;ire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the
jowrnal,

Neither house, during the session of congress, shall with-
out the consent of the other, adjourn for more than three
days, nor to any other place than that in which the two houses
shall be sitting.

Sec. 6. The senators and representatives shall receive a
compensation for their services, to be ascertained by law,and
paid out of the treasury of the United States. ‘They shall in
all cases, except treason, felony and breadh of the peace, be
privileged from arrest during their attendhnce at the session
of their respective houses, and in going o and returning
from the same ; and for any speech or debate in either
house, they siiali not be questianed in any other place.

No senator or representative shall, during the time for
which he was elected, be appointed 1o any civil office under
the lnthorit{wof the United States, which shall have been
created, or the emoluments whereof shall have been increas-
ed during such time ; and no person holding any office under
the United States, shall be a member of either house during
khis continuance in office.
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Sec. 7. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the
house of representatives ; but the senate may propose or con-
cur with amendments as on other bills.

Every bill which shall have passed the house of represen-
tatives and the senate, shall, before it become a law, be pre-
seuted to the president of the United States ; if he approve
he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with liis objec-
tions, to that house in which it shall have originated, who
shall enter the objections at large on their journal, and pro-
ceedtoreconsiderit. If after such reconsideration two-thirds
of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, to-
gether with the objections, to the other house, by which it
shall likewise be recensidered, and if approved by two-thirds
of that house, it shall become a law. But in nl{ such cases
the votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and
nays, and the names of the persons voting for and against the
bill shall be entered on the journal of each house respectively.
If any bill shall not be returned by the president within ten
days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented,
to him, the same shall be a law, in like manner as if he had
signed it, unless the congress by their nd{'om'nment prevent
its return, in which case it shall not be a law.

Every crder, resolution or vote to which the concurrence
of the senate and | of representatives may be necessary
(except on a question of adjournment) shall be presented to
the president of the United States ; and before the same shall
take effect, shall beapproved by him, or, being disapproved
by him, shall be re-passed by two-thirds of the senate aud

house of representatives, according to the rules and limitae
tions prescribed in the case of a bill.

8ecs 8. The congress shall have power

To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to.
pay the debts and provide for the common defence and gene-
ral welfare of the United States ; but all duties, imposts and
excises shall be uniformPthroughout the United States :

To borrow money on the credit of the United States ;

To regulate commerce with foreign nations,and among the
several states, and with the Indian tribes ;

To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and unifarm’

laws on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the United
States ;

.To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign
coin, and fix the standard of weights and meisures ;

To provide for the punishment of counterieiting the secu-
rities and current coin of the United States

°
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To establish post-offices and post-roads ;

To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by se«
euring for limited times to authors and inventors the exclu-
sive right to their respective writings and discoveries ;

To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme court ;

To define and punish piracies and felonies committed on
the high seas, and offences against the law of nations ;

To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and
make rules concerning captures on land and water ;

To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of mg-
mey to that use shall be for a longer term than two years ;

o provide and maintain a navy ;

To muke rules for the government and regulation of the
Jand and naval forces ;

To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws
of the union, suppress insurrections and repel invasions ;

To provide for organizing, arming and disciplining the
militia, and for governing such part of them as may be em-
ployed in the service of the United States, reserving to the
states respectively, the appointment of the officers, and the
authority of training the militia according to the discipline
prescribed by congress.

To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever,
over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as may,
by cession of particular states, and the acceptance of con-
g-rcu, become the seat of the government of the United

tates, and to exercise like authority over all places pur-
chased by the consent of the legislature of the state in which
the same shall be, for the e of forts, magazines, arsee
nals, dock-yards, and other needful buildings ;

And, to make all laws which shall be necessary #nd pro-
per for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and
all other powers vested by this constitution in the govern-
ment of the United States, or in any department or officer
thereof.

Sec. 9. The migration or importation of such persons as
any of the states now existing shall think proper to admit,
shall not be prohibited by the congress prior to the year one
thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be
imposed on such importation, not exceeding ten dollars for
each person.

The privilege of the writ of Zabeas corfius shall not be sus.
pended, unless when, in cases of rebellion or invasion, the
public safety may require it.

No bill of attainder or ex fiost facto law shall Le assed.

(

\
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No capitation, or other direct tax, shall be laid, unless in
proportion tothe ¢ensus or enumeration hetzin before direct-
ed to be taken. \

No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any
state. No preference shall be given by ahy regulation of
tommerce or revenue to the ports of one state over those of
another ; nor shall vessels bound to, or from, one state, be
obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in andther.

o money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in con-
sequence of appropriations made by law ; and a regular
statement and account of the receipts and expenditures of
all public money shall be published from time to time.

No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States:
and no persen holding any office of profit or trust under them
shall, without the consent of the congress, aceept of any pre-
sent, emoloment, office, or title of any kind whatever, from
any king, prince or foreign state. -

Sec. 10. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance or
confederation ; grant letters of marque and reprisal ; coin
money ; emit bills of credit ; make any thing but and
silver coin a tender in payment of debts ; pass any bill of at-
tainder, ex frost facto law, or law impairing the obligation
of contracts, or grant any title of nobility.

No state shall, without the consent of the congress, lay any
imposts or duties on imports or exports, except what may
be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws,
and the nett produce of all duties and imposts, laid by any
state on imports or exports, shall be for the use of the trea-
sury of the United States ; and all such laws shall be subject
to the revision and controul of the congress. No state shall,
without the consent of congress, lay any duty of tonnage,
keep troops or ships of war in time of peace, enter into any
agreement or ct with another state, or with a foreign

wer, or engage in war, unless actually invaded, or in such
imminent danger as will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE IL

Sec. 1. The executive power shall be vested in a Pre-
sident of the United States of America. He shall hold his
office during the term of four years, and, together with
the Vice-President, chosen for the same term, be elected
as follows :

Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the legislature
thereof may direct, a number of clectors, equal to the whole
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number of senators and representatives to which the state
may be entitled in the congress ; but no senator or repre-
sentative, or person holding an office, of trust or profit,
under the United States, shall be appointed an elector.

The elcctors shall meet in their respective states,and vote
by ballot for two persons, of whom one at least shall not be
an inhabitant of the same state with themselves. And they
shall make a list of all the persons voted for, and of the
number of votes for each ; which list they shall sign and
certify, and trandmit sealed to the seat of the government of
the United States, directed to the president of the senate ;
the president of the senate shall,in the presence of the sen-
ate and house of representatives, open all the certificates,
and the votes shall then be counted. ‘'he person having
then&uteat number of votes shall be the president, if such
nu be a majority of the whole number of electors ap-

inted ; and if there be more than one who have such ma-
jority, and have an equal number of votes, then the house of
represcntatives shall immediately chuse by ballot one of
them for president; and if no person have a majority, then
from the five highest on the list, the said house shall in like
manner chuse the president. But in chusing the president
the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from
each state having one vote ; a quorum for this purpose shall
consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the
states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to
a choice. In every case, after the choice of the president,
the person having the greatest number of votes of the elec-
tors, shall be the vice-president. But if there shall remain
two or more who have equal votes, the senate shall chuse
from them by ballot the vice-president. (Sec Amendments.)

The congress may determine the time of chusing the
electors, and the day on which they shall give their votes ;
which day shall be the same throughout th€ United States,

No person, except a natural born citigen, or a citizen of
the United States, at the time of the acdoptign of this consti-
tution, shall be eligible to the office of president; neither
shall any person be eligible to that office who shall not have
attained to the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen
years a resident within the United States.

In case of the removal of the president from office, or of
his death, resignation, or inability to discharge the powers
and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve on the
vice-president, and the congress may by law provide for
the case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, both of
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the president and vice-president, declaring what officer shall
then act as president, and such officer shall act accordingly,
until the disability be removed, or a presidens shall be
elected.

The president shall, at stated times, receive for his ser-
vices a compensation, whichsshall neither be encreased nor
diminished during the period for which he shall have/been
elected, and he shall not receive within that perj#d any
other emolument from the United States, o~ any of/them.

Before he enter on the execution of his ofgcé, he shall
take the following oath or affirmation :

1 do solemnly swear (or affirm) tha¥ I will faithfully
¢ execute the office of president of the United States, and
¢ will to the best of iy ability, preserve, protect and de-
¢ fend the constitution of the United States.” iy

Sec. 2. The president shall be commander in chief of the
army and navy of the United States, and of the militia of
the several states, when called into the actual service of the
United States ; he may require the opinion, in writing, of
the ptrincipal officer in each of the executive departments,
upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective
offices, and he shall have power to grant reprieves andgar-
dons for offences against the United States, except in cases
of impeachment.

He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent
of the senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the
senators present concur ; and he shall nominate, and by and
with the advice and consent of the selate, shall appoint am-
bassadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges of the
supreme court, and all other officers of the anited States,
whose appointments are not herein otherwise provided for,
and which shall be established hy law. But the congress
may by law vest the appointment of such inferior officers as
they think proper in the president alone, in the courts of
law, or in the heads of departments.

The president shall have power to fill up all vacancies
that may happen during the recess of the senate, by grant-
ing commissions which shall expire at the end of their next
session.

Sec. 3. He shall frem time te time give to the congress
information of the state of the union, and recommend to their
consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary and
expedient; he may, on extraordinary occasions, convene
both houses, or either of them, and in case of disagreement
between them with respect to the time of adjournment, be
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for redress in the most humble terms: our repeated petitions
have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince
whose character is thus marked by every act which may de-
fine a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our British
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of at-
tempts made by their legislature.to extend an unwarrantable
jurisdiction overus. We have reminded them of the circum-
stances of our emigration and settlement here. We have
appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we
. have conjured them by the ties of our commeon kindred, to

disavow these usurpa , which would lncvn..blz interrupt

our conncxion and correlpondonce. The( ve been
-~a& deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must
therefore acquiesce in the necessity which denounces our
. separation and Hold them as we hold the rest of mankind,
& eacmies in war ; in peace, friends.-
We, therefore, the representafives of the United States
% of America, in éenenl Con azsembled, appealing o
© the Supreme Judge of the world, for the rectitudg of our in-
tentions; do in the name, and by the authority of the good
people of these calonies, nhnnly publish and declare, ‘I'hat
hese united colonies are, and of right ought to be, FREE
AND INDEPENDENT STATES ; thatthey are absolved
from all allegiance to the British crown, and that all politic-
al connexion between them and the state of Great Britainis,
and ought to be totully dissolved ; and that asfree and inde-
pendent states, they have full r to levy war, conclude
peace, contract alliances, lish-commerce, and to do all
other acts and things which independent states may of right
do. And for the support of this declaration, with a firm re-
lance on the protection of divine Providence, we wmutually
edge to each other, our lives, our fortunes androur sacred’
or. JOHN HANCOCK, Preudeut.
New- H.mpsb!rl. ]'ﬁli Bartlett, Wmh-:m:pl;“m}ft;:b’ hry
Liland szq&. ins, William Ellery ','"".
Sy v Wiy
New- Jer l:lﬁu I-u tr quk 00, %k.
Mz:-m uvrh. l:-junln Ilulh. Beojam m,
&r James Smich, George Taylor, 1-» Wilfou,
gh-n lodnt" George Read.

a San. Chafe Paca, Thn Stone, Charles Cartoll, of Cartollton.
Wrginia, Geo, Wythe, Rich, H Lee, Th. Fefferfon, Benjansin Harrifon, Thomes
xlm':ec% "Hﬁ'#i;"&“ Ok 1S

@ » Tgofeph Hewes, john Penn,
South Carelina, Edw. Rutledge, Heyward, jr. Th. Lyach, jr. Ar. Middicvos.
Buttou Gwimnety, Ly Ih‘. £ Walton.
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