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Samuel Shaw,
ectfully informs his Friends and the 

Public, That he carries on the BOOK- 
BINDING BUSINESS, in its various 
branches, at his Shop in the Main-street, 

Where be bas constantly for Sale,

BIBLES, Testaments, Prayer Books, 
Psalm Books, Hymn Books, Singing 

Books, Dictionaries, Geographies, Arith
metics, Grammars, Spelling Books, and a 
variety of other Books, small Histories, 
Picture Books, kc. kc. also, Blank Books 
of various kinds, Writing and Letter Paper, 
Quills, Wafers, Sealing Wax, Ink Powder, 
Ink Stands, kc. kc.
Lansingburgb, February 1,1865.

Charles R, and George Webfter,
/lave fbr sole, at their Boot»tore, in Albany, 

■TpHE Revised and Session Lews of this Stole t Tidd's J. Practice and Practical Forms ; Clerk’s Magasine, 
containing the most Useful and necessary forms of writ
ing which comtrtonty occur between man and man ; Con- 
doctor Generali» ; Blackstone'» Commentaries : Gor
don’s andWinterbothsm’s History of America ; Hume’s 

Mia’s and Barrows’ Travels t 
11 Newton’s Works ; Davie»'

s ; Volney’s View of the 
I Domestic Encyclopedia; 

11 Witherspoon’s Works ; ALSO, 
Bibles, Prayer Book», Jenk,' Devotion, Poor Man’* Help 
and Young Men’s GnHe, Dutch Church Psalms, Watts' 
psalms and Hymns, David’s Psalms, Smith and Occam’s 
Hymns, Olney Hymns, MUe Stories, Monitors; Catholic

Blair’s and 
United States 
Miner Enc 
Bible», Pis;

DrOOK vatecniums, otionvr vsMvuiBiny wish
Proofs. A large supply of Paper aad Blank Books,
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l»rtfate.

that «ver 
of any

FJTU RE generation* will ;
the late RevplutkfW in " 

as the most singular p 
appeared in the political 1 
nation.

To point out the gradual steps by which 
America finally obtained her independence, 
to describe those terrible scene» of rapine, 
blood and slaughter, which accompanied 
those struggles, so fatal to thousands of 
brave officers and men on both sides, and 
so ruinous to the finances of the mother 
country, are principally the objects of this 
epitome.

jj * £
In the execution of this business, we 

have endeavored to divest ourselves of eve- 
ry spark of national prejudice, and have 
therefore contented ourielves with barely 
relating facts, without presuming to give 
our opinion thereon, wishing to leave our 
readers the sole power of judging for them, 
selves.

Besides the detail of these important 
events, we have given an account of the

-£v. a
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custom* and manners of the original inha
bitants of North America, and such as they 
nearly are at this day. We have also shown 
at what time, and by what causes, the Bri
tish colonies in North America were first 
settled, and have marked their rise from 
their original insignificance, till they be- 

irteen United and Independent
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CHAP. I.

EFORE we proceed to describe 
I America is at present, or by

means she became
ther country, it cannot 
our readers, to be infon persons,
ther country, it capnot be disagreeable to 
our readers, to be informed of the persons, 
customs and manners, of the original in
habitants of North America.

The native American Indians are tall 
and strait in their limbs beyond the pro
portion of most nations. Their bodies are 
strong, but more fitted to endure much 
hardship, than to continue long at any ser, 
vile work, which they 
Their bodies and heads i
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features are even and regular, but their 
countenances fierce; their hair long, black, 
lank and very strong, but without beards. 
The colour of their skin is a redish brown, 
which most of them admire, and take pro
per methods to improve.

The Europeans, on their first arrival in *> 
America, found the Indians quite naked, 
except those parts, which it is common 
for the most uncivilized people to conceal. 
Since that time, they ha% generally a 
coarse blanket to cover them, which they 
bùy from their neighbors. The whole 
tenor of their lives is of a piece ; they are 
hardy, poor and squalid ; and their edu
cation, from their infancy, is solely direct
ed to fit their bodies for the mode of life 
they pursue, and to form their minds to 
inflict and endure the greatest evils. 
Their only occupations are hunting and 
war, for agriculture is left to their wo
men.

As soon as their hunting season is over, 
which they go through with much patience, 
and in which they exett great ingenuity, 
they pass the rest of their lives in entire 
indolence. They sleep half the day in 
their huts, and observe no bounds of de-

• tency in their eating and drinking. Be- 
**- fore the Europeans discovered them, they 

had no spirituous liquors vbut now, the

que, 
lie ( 
spea 
his v
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acquirement of these is the principal ob- 
ject of their pursuit.
- The Indians are grave, even to sadness, 

in their deportment upon any serious occa
sion—observant of those in company, re
spectful to the old, and of a temper cool 
and deliberate. They arc never in haste 
to speak before they have thought well of 
the matter, and are sure the person, who 
spoke before them, has finished all he has . 
to say. They have, therefore, the greatest 
contempt for the vivacity of the Euro
peans, who interrupt each other, and fre
quently speak all together. In their pub
lic councils and assemblies, every man 
speaks in his turn, according as his years, 
his wisdom, or his services to his country, 
have ranked him. Not a word, not a 
whisper, not a murmur is heard from the _ 
rest while he speaks ; no indecent condem
nation, no ill-timed applause. The young
er class attend for their instruction, and 
here they learn the history of their nation ; 
here they are inflamed with the songs of 
those who celebrate the warlike actions of 
their ancestors ; and here they are taught 
what are the interests of their country, and 
how to pursue them. .>>1

Though the American Indian is natu
rally humane and hospitable f yet, to the 
enemies of his country, or to those whe
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have privately offended him, he is impla- 
cable. He conceals his resentments, he 
appears reconciled, till, by some treachery 
or surprise, he has an opportunity of exe
cuting an horrible revenge. No length 
of time is sufficient to allay his resentment, 
no distance of place great enough to pro
tect the object ; he crosses the steepest 
mountains, he pierces the most impervious 
forests,and traverses the most hideousbogs 
and deserts for some hundreds of miles, 
bearing the inclemency of the seasons, the 
fotigue^of the expedition, the extremes of 
hunger and thirst, with patience and cheer
fulness, in hopes of surprising his enemy, 
on whom he exercises the most shocking 
barbarities.

The Americans have scarce any tem
ples ; for, as they live by hunting, inhabit 
mean cottages, and are given to change 
their habitation, they arc seldom very rdfi- 
gious. Some appear to have little ideas of 
God ; others entertain better notions, and 
hold the existence of the Supreme Being, 
eternal and uncorruptible, who has power 
over all. Satisfied with owning this, which 
is traditionary among them, they pay him 

. » no sort of worship.
The darling passion of the Americans 

is liberty, and that in its fullest extent ; to 
liberty the native Indians sacrifice every
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thing. This is what makes a life of un- 
certainty and want supportable to them, 
and their education is directed in such a 
manner as to cherish this disposition to 
the utmost. They arc indulged in all man- 
ner of liberty ; they are never, upon any 
account, chastised with blows, and very 
rarely even chidden.

Though some tribes are found in/Aiîlé- ' 
rica with a king at their head, /et his 
power is rather persuasive than coercive, 
and he is reverenced 6s a father, more than 
feared as a monarch. He has no guards, 
no prisons, no officers of justice. In some 
tribes, there are a kind of nobility, who, 
when they come to years of discretion, are 
entitled to a place and vote in the councils 
of the nation. But among the Five Na
tions, or Iroquois, the most celebrated 
commonwealth of North America, and in 
some other nations, there is no other qual
ification absolutely necessary for the head
men, but age, with ability and experience 
in their affairs. - .

Whenever any affair of consequence is 
to be transacted, they appoint a feast, of 
which almost the whole nation partakes* 
There arc smaller feasts on matters of less 
general concern, to which none are invited 
but those who are engaged in that particu
lar business. At thesHeasts it is against 

B 2 • ..
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all rule to leave any thing ; so thât, rf, they 
cannot eat all, what remains is thrown 
into the fire. They look upon fire as a 
thing sacred, and in all probability their 
feasts were anciently sacrifices. Before 
the entertainment is ready, the principal 
person begins a song, the subject of which 
is the fabulous or real history of their na- 
tion, the remarkable events which have 
happened, and whatever matters may con- 
duce fo their honor or instruction. The 
others sing in their turn, they have dances 
too, with which they accompany their 
songs, chiefly of a martial kind ; and no 
solemnity or public business is carried on 
without such songs and dances.

The charge of the internal peace and 
order is likewise committed to the same 
council of the elders, which regulates 
whatever regards the external policy of 
the state. Their suits are few and quick, 
ly decided, having neither property nor art 
enough to render them perplexed or te- 
dious.

The loss of any of their people, whe
ther by war or a natural death, is lament
ed by the whole town hé belongs to. In 
such circumstances no business is taken in 
hand, however important, nor any rejoic* 
ings permitted however interesting the oc
casion, until all the pious ceremonies due
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to the dead are performed,which are always 
discharged with the greatest solemnity. 
The dead body is washed, anointed and 
painted, so as in some measure to abate 
the horrors of death. Then the women 
lament the loss with the most bitter cries, 
and the most hideous bowlings, intermix
ed with songs, which celebrate the great 
actions of the deceased, and those of his 
ancestors. The men mourn in a less ex
travagant manner. The whole village at- 
tends the body to the grave, which is then 
interred, habited in the most sumptuous 
ornaments. With the body of the deceas
ed are placed his bow and arrows, with 
what he valued most in his life, and pro
visions for the long journey he is to take. 
Feasting attends this, as it does every so
lemnity.

No instances of regard to their deceased 
friends are so striking as what they call the 
Feast of the Dead, or the Feast of Souls. 
The day of this Ceremony is appointed in 
the council of their chiefs, who give or
ders for every thing that may enable them 
to celebrate it with pomp and magnificence. 
The neighboring people arc invited to par
take of the feast, and to be witnesses of the 
solemnity. At this time, all who have died 
since the last solemn feast of that kind, 
are taken out of their graves ; those who

x
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have.been interred at the greatest distance 
from the villages are diligently sought af* 
ter, and brought to this great rendezvous 
of sepulchral relics.

The opening of these tombs displays one 
of the most striking scenes that can be con
ceived. This humiliating portrait of hu
man misery, exhibited in so many images 
of death, wherein a thousand various shapes 
of horror are depicted, according to the 
different ravages that time has made ; 
forms altogether a scene too indelicate to 
be here described. I know not which ought 
to affect us most, the horror of so striking 
a sight, or the tender piety and affection of 
those poor people towards their departed 
friends.

This strange festival is the most mag. 
nificent and solemn of any they have, not 
only on account of the great concourse of 
natives and strangers, and of the pompous 
re-interment they give to the dead, whom 
they dress in the finest skins they can get, 
after having exposed them some time in 
this pomp, but for the games of all kinds 
which they celebrate upon the occasion, in 
the spirit of those, which the ancient 
Greeks and Romans celebrated upon simi
lar occasions. In this manner do they en
deavor to sooth the calamities of this life, 
by the honors they pay to the dead. Though

The History of
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among these savage nations this custom is 
impressed with strong marks of the fero
city of their nature ; yet an honor to the 
dead, a tender feeling of their absence, 
and a revival of their memory, are some of 
the most excellent means of softening our 
rugged nature into humanity.

Though the women in America hare 
generally the laborious part of economy 
upon themselves, yet they are far from 
being the slaves they appear, and arc not 
at all subject to the great subordination, 
in which they are placed in countries 
where they seem to be more respected. On 
the contrary, they hold their councils, and 
have their share in all deliberations that 
concern the state ; nor arc they found in
ferior to the part they act. Polygamy is 
practised by some nations, but it is not 
general. In most places, they content 
themselves with one wife ; but a divorce 
is admitted, and for the same causes that it 
was allowed among the Jews, Greeks and 
Romans. No nation of the Americans is 
without a regular marriage, in which there 
are many ceremonies. Incontinent before 
marriage, after wedlock the chastity of 
their women is remarkable. The pun
ishment of the adulteress, as well as that 
of the adulterer, is in the hands of the hus
band himself, and it is often severe, being
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inflicted by him who is at once the party 
and the judge. Their marriàges are not 
fruitful, seldom producing above tw o or 
three children ; and from hence we may 
derive the principal cause of the depopu
lation of America.

The manner of their preparing for war, 
and their mode of carrying it on, seem pe
culiar to themselves. Almost the sole oc
cupation of the American Indian is. war, 
or such an exercise as qualifies him for it. 
His whole glory consists in this, and no 
man is at all considered until he has en- 
creased the strength of his country with a 
captive, or adorned his hat with the scalp 
of one of his enemies.. When the ancients 
resolve upon war, they do not always de
clare what nation it is they are determin
ed to attack, that the enemy, upon whom 
they really intend to fall, may be off their 
guard : and they sometimes even let whole 
years pass over without committing any 
act of hostility, that the vigilance of all 
may be unbent by the long continuance 
of the watch, and the uncertainty of the 
danger.

In the mean time, they arc not idle at 
home. The principal captain summonses 
the youths of the town to which he be
longs, the war kettle is set on the fire, the 
war songs and dances commence, the
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hatchet is sent to the villages and allies of 
the same nation, and the most hideous 
bowlings continue, without intermission, 
day and night, over the whole tract oi 
country. The women add their cries to 
those of the men, lamenting those whom 
they have cither lost in war or by natural 
death, and demanding their places to be 
supplied by their enemies.

The'fury of the nation being thus rais
ed to the greatest height, and all longing to 
embrue their hands in blood, the war cap
tain prepares the feast, which consists of 
dog’s flesh. All that partake of this feast 
receive little billets, which are so many en
gagements they take to be faithful to each 
other, and obedient to their commander. 
None are forced to the was ; but, when 
they have accepted this billet, they are 
looked upon as enlisted, and it is then 
death to recede. All the warriors in this 
assembly have their faces blackened with 
charcoal, intermixed with ashes and streaks 

j of vermillion, which give them a most hor
rid appearance. Their hair is dressed up 
in an odd manner, with feathers of various 

I kinds.
In this assembly, which is preparatory 

I to their military expedition, the chief be} 
gins the war song, which having continu
ed for some time, he raises his voice to
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the highest pitch, and turning off suddenly 
in a sort of prayer, he addresses himself to 
the God of war, whom they call Areskoni. 
“ I invoke thee (says he) to be favorable 
to my enterprise ! I invoke thy care of me 
and my family ! I invoke ye likewise, all 
ye spirits and demons good and evil ! all 
ye that are in the skies, or on the earth, or 
under the earth, to pour destruction on our 
enemies, and to return me and my compa
nions safely to myr country !” All the war
riors join him m his prayer with shouts 
and acclamations. The captain renews 
his song, against the stakes
of the cottawy-WW begins the war dance, 
accompanied with the shouts of all his | 
companions, which continue as long as he 
dances.

On the day appointed for their departure 
, they take leave of their friends, and change 
their clothes, or what moveables they have, 
in token of friendship. Their wives and I 
female relations go out before them, and I 
attend at some distance from the town.! 
The warriors march out all dressed in their I 
finest apparel and most showy ornaments,f 
regularly one after another, for they never! 
march in rank. Their chief walks slowly| 
on before them, singing the death song,| 
while the rest preserve the most prqfoum" 
silence. When they come up to tie wo



ï «

North America. 25

larturc 
change] 
y have, 
ves and 
no, and 
: town, 
in their
amenti, I 
:y never 
s slowly

men, they deliver tptthem all their finery, 
put o#their worst clothes, and then pro
ceed as their commander directs.

The Indians seldom engage in a war 
upon motives common to Europe : they 
have no other end but the glory of victory, 
or the benefit of their slaves, Which it en
ables them to add to their natioit, or sacri
fice to their brutal fury ; and it is very sel- 

| dom, that they take any pains to give their 
wars even the colour of justice. They fall 
sometimes on one nation and sometimes 
on another, and surprise some of their 
hunters, whom they scalp and bring home 
as prisoners. Their senators wink at this 
or rather encourage it, as it tends to keep 

I up the martial spirit of the people, enures 
I them to watchfulness and hardships, and 
I gives them an early taste for blood. The 
I qualities of an Indian war are vigilance 
land attention, and to give and avoid a sur- 
I prise ; and patience and strength to endure 
| the intolerable fatigues and hardships which 

Iwavs attend it.
They often enter a village, while the 

I strength of the nation is employed in hunt, 
and massacre all the helpless old men, 

>men and children, or make prisoners 
as many as they can manage, or have 
agth enough to be useful to their na- 

They often cat off small parties of 
* C

• A
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men in their huntings ; but when they dis* 
cover an army of their enemies, their way 
is to throw themselves flat on their faces 
among the withered leaves, the colour of 
which their bodies are painted exactly to 
resemble. They generally let a part pass 
unmolested, and the», rising a little, they 
take aim, being excellent marksmen, and 
setting up a tremendous shout, which they 
call the war-cry, they pour a stream of mus
ket bullets on the enemy, having long since 
laid aside the use of arrows. The party at
tacked returns the same cry. Every man in 
haste retires behind a tree, returns the fire 
of the adverse party, as soon as they arise 
from the ground to" give the second dis* 
charge. • !«»r „•

Having fought some time in this Bum* 
ner, the party which thinks it has the ad* 
vantage rushes out of its covert with small 
axes in their hands, which they dart with 
great address and dexterity. They redou
ble their cry, intimidate their enemies with 
menaces, and encourage eatii other with 
a boastful display of their own brave ac
tions. Thus, being come -hand to. hand, 
the contest is soon, decided, and the con
querors satiate their savage fary with, the 
most shocking insults and barbarities fn 
the dead, biting their flesh, tearing their 
scalps from their heads, and wallowingia

their b 
forest.
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their blood, like the wild beasts of th^ 
forest. )' < •

The fate of their prisoners is indeed 
miserable. During the greater part of their 
journey homewrards they suffer no injury ; 
but when they arrive at the territories of 
the conquering state, or at those of their 
allies, the pteople from every village meet 
them, and think they shew their attach
ment to their friends by the barbarous" 
treatment of the unhappy victims ; who on 
their arrival at their destined station, ge
nerally bring with them marks of the moat 
cruel and merciless treatment 

The conquerors enter the town in tri
umph i the war captain waits upon the 
head men, and in a low voice gives them 
a circumstantial account of every particu
lar of the expedition, of the damages the 
enemy have suffered and his own loss in it. 
This being done the public orator relate» 
the whole to the people. Before they yield 
to the joy which the victory occasions, 
they lament the friends they have lost in 
the pursuit of it. The parties moat near
ly concerned are apparendy afflicted with a. 
deep and real sorrow ; but, by one of those 
strange turns of the human mind, fashion
ed teeny thing by custom, as if they were 
diseMimed in their mrief. noon the swmal

in a moment tnc tears arc
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wiped from their eyes, and they rush into 
an extravagance anqphrenay of joy for their 
victory. All this time the fate of the prison
ers remains undecided, until the old men 
meet and determine concerning their dis
tribution.

It is usual to offer a slave to each house 
that has lost a friend, giving the preference 
according to the greatness of the loss. 
The person who has taken the captive at
tends him to the door of the patty’s cot
tage, where he delivers him, and with him 
gives a belt of wampum, to shew that he 
has fulfilled the purpose of the expedition, 
in supplying the loas of a citizen. They 
for some time view the present that is matte 
them, and according as they think kim or 
her, for the sex matters not, proper, or 
improper for the business of the fkmily, 
or as they take a capricious liking or dis
pleasure to the countenance of the victim, 
or in proportion to their natural barbarity, 
or their resentment for their losses, they 
decide whether they witt receive him in. 
to the family, or sentence him to death. 
If they be received into Ike family, hap
py is their lot, as they are then accented 
into the place of the father, sen or bus- 
band that is lost ; and they have no other 
mark of their captivity, but that of net be- 
iag suffered to return to their own conn.
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try, to attempt which would be certain 
death. On tpe contrary, if they dislike 
the captive, they throw away the beh with 
indignation. Then it is no longer in the 
power of any one to save him, tne nation 
is assembled as upon some great solemni
ty, a scaffold is taised, and the prisoner tied 
to the stake. He instantly begins his death 
song, and prepares for the ensuing scene 
of cruelty with most undaunted courage.-— 
On the other side, they prepare to put it 
to the utmost proof, with every tonnent 
that the mind of man ingenious hi mis
chief can devise.

It would be too shocking for the ear of 
our youthful reader to be told what inhu
man tortures are inflicted on him, till at 
last, one of the chiefs, out of compassioh, 
or weary with cruelty, generally puts an 
end tà hi* life with a dub or a dagger. 
The body is then put hito the kettle, snd 
this barbarous employment is succeeded 
by a feast equally inhuman.

On this occasion, the women, forgetting 
the female nature, and transferring them
selves into something worse than furies, 
act their parts, and even outdo the men'in 
fliis scene of horror. The principal persesm 
of the country set round the stake smoaV 
ing, and looking on without the least emo
tion. What is most extraordinary, the 

C 2
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sufferer himself, in the little intervals of 
•mis tonnent», smoaks also, appears uncon. 
eerncd, and converses with his torturers 
about indifferent matters. Indeed, during 
£he whole time of his execution there 
seems a contest between him and them, 
iwhâch shall exceed, they in inflicting the 
most horrid pains, or he in enduring them 
with a firmness and constancy almost above 
human. Not a groan, not a sigh, not a 
distortion of countenance, escapes him I 

-he possesses"h>s mind entirely in the midst 
torments > he recounts his own ex- 
informs them what cruelties he had 

edi upon their countrymen, and 
threatens them with revenge that will at.

. tend his death ; and though his reproaches 
exasperate them to a perfect state of mkd- 

j peps, rage and fury, he continues hie re
proaches even of their ignorance in the act 

( of tormenting, pointing out himself more 
I exquisite methods, and more sensible parta.

of the body to be afflicted.
», We do not dwell upon these circum. 

Stances of cruelty, which so much degrade 
human nature, out of choice ; but as all, 
who mention the customs of this people, 
have very particularly insisted upon their 
behavior in this respect, and as it seems 
necessary, in order to give a true idea of 

. their character, we. do not choose wholly
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to omit it. It serves to shew, m the ' 
Strongest light, to what an inconceivable 
flegree of barbarity the passions of men lei 

asc will carry them. It will point out to 
i the advantages of a religion that teaches.

, compassion to our enemies, which is nei
ther known nor practised in other relv 

Igions ; and it will make us more sensible, 
Ithan some appear to be, of the value of 
Icynmercc, the benefits of * civilized life» 
land the lights derived from literature,
I which if they have abated the force of 
I some of the natural virtues by the luxuries 
I which attend them, have taken out, like
wise the sting of our national vices, and 

1 softened the ferocity of the human race,
| Without enervating their courage.. On th^ 
other hand the constancy of the sufferers, 
in this trying scene, shows the wonderful 
powers of an early institution, and a fero
cious thirst of .glory, which makes men 
imitate and exceed what philosophy, and 
even religion, do not produce.

Having thus taken a cursory review of 
the customs and manners of the original 
natives, of North America, we shall now 
proceed to give an. account of the first set. 
tiement of the British colonies, and shew 
from what small beginnings time has raised 
them to an immense republic, under the 
title of the United and Independent States
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of America., In order to accomplish this 
matter, we hare given a general history of I 
the late war, which ended in the loss of I 
thirteen British American colonies. The I 
different sieges and battles that took place I 
during that period, we shall describe as I 
copiously as our narrow limits will permit!

CHAP. II.

SEVERAL of the most zealous and cm-1 
inent protestants in the reign of Ed-1 

ward VI. opposed the popish ceremonies I 
and habits, though otherwise united to| 
their brethren in religidus tenets. Hun 

♦ dreds of them fled mao foreign parts 
avoid persecutions, where they connecte 
themselves with protestants of other r 
tions, who were equally arduous for a 1 
formation. »*

Upon the accession of Queen Elisabeth 
in 1558, the refugees returned to Eng] 
land, loaded with experience and learning,] 
but in the utmost distress and poverty 
Those of the clergy who cookl cc 
with the Queen's establishment, 
quickly preferred ; but the rest, after be] 
in g permitted to preach a while, were i 
pended, and reduced to their former f 
geoce.
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The clergy and laity, who wished for 
greater ecclesiastical purityr struggled 
hard for the abolishment of popish cert mo
nies and habits, or at least, leaving the use 
of them indifferent in divine service, by 
which they obtained nothing but the hon
orable nickname of PuatTAWi. Queen 
Elisabeth had enough of the blood of Hen
ry the Eighth, to iftake her impatient of 
any opposition to her will, especially in 
matters of religion, in which she had a high 
opinion of her own knowledge ; and dur
ing her whole reign, she kept down the 
puritans with an uniform and inflexible 
severity. The merits, however, of their 
sufferings, the affected plainness of their 
dress, the gravity of theii\deportment, and 
the use of scripture phrases on the most 
ordinary occasions, and evdp their names, 
which had in them something striking ana 
venerable, as being borrowed from the 
Old Testament, gained ti>ém a general es
teem among sober people of ordinary un
derstandings.

When King James came to the throne, 
he had * very fair opportunity of pacifying 
matters, or, at least, he might nave left 
them in the condition he found them. On 
the contrary, he suffered them to be per
secuted, but not destroyed ; they weie ex-. 
asperated, and yet left powerful i amt the

>■
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then ministry, like those who lately lost uS 
our colonies, exposed their own weakness, 
ignorance> and baseness, by an ill-timed 
severity.

In this,state matters remained, until the 
accession of Charles the First, when they 
were far from beirçg-mended. This prince* 
endowed with some virtues, had very few 
amiable qualities. As grave as the puri
tans themselves, he could never engage the 
licentious part of the world in his favor ; 
and that gravity being turned against the 
puritans, made "him more odious to them. 
He gave himself up entirely to the church 
and churchmen, and he finished his ill con
duct, in this respect, by conferring the 
first ecclesiastical dignity of the kingdom, 
and a great sway in temporal affairs, upon 
Dr. Laud, who, hardiv fit to direct a col
lege, was entrusted with the government of 
an empire.

The puritans considered the most dreary 
realms, and the most unfrequented regions, 
where they could enjoy liberty of con
science, as 'superior to the most splendid 
palaces, where they were to be governed, 
by Laud, In consequence of these disaf- 
fections, a little colony sailed from Eng
land, and established itself at a place call
ed New-Plymouth, on the continent of 
America. This happened in IfiSQ.
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They were but few in number, they 
landed in a bad season and were supplied 
only from their private funds. The winter 
was premature, and extremely cold. The 
country was every where covered with 
wood, and afforded very little for the re- 
freshment of persons sickly with such a 
voyage, or even for the sustenance of an 
infant people. Nearly half of them perish
ed by the scurvy, by want, and the severi
ty of the climate ; but those who surviv
ed, not dispirited with their losses, nor 
with the hardships they were still to en
dure, supported by the vigor which was 
then the character of Englishmen, and by 
the satisfaction of finding themselves out 
of the reach of the spiritual arm, were en- 
abled to procure in this savage country; a 
tolerable livelihood, and by degrees e com
fortable subsistence for themselves and 
their families.

The people of New-Plymouth, having 
cleared the way for other sufferers to set. 
tie in America, with less difficulty and dan
ger than what they had experienced ;• die 
fame of their plantation spreading through 
the western part of England, and the go
vernment in church and state growing eve
ry day more oppressive, the territory of the 
Massachusetts’ Bay was purchased of the 
Plymouth council,, in 1628, and a com-

/
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pany soon-formed, who consulted on set* 
tHng a plantation, to which rion-conform- 
ing puritans might emigrate, in order to 
enjoy their own principles in foil security.

In 1680, a large company arrived at 
Salem, consisting of more than fifteen hun
dred persons, from different counties i* 
England. From the beginning of the 
colony, until the emigration ceased, in 
1640, through a change of affairs in Eng
land, there arrived in 898 vessels, about 
81,900 settlers, men, women and children, 
or four thousapd families.

They did not however, all confine them- 
selves to this colony": several families re
moved to Connecticut River, by mutual 
agreement with their fellow emigrants, 
who remained behind. Plantations were 
formed at Hartford, Windsor and Wea- 
thersfield. The inhabitants being soon 
after folly satisfied, that they were out Of 
the Massachusetts* limits, and of coarse 
its jurisdiction, entered into a combination 
among themselves, became a body politic, 
without restraining the freedom of their 
civil government to the membership of 
their churches, and proceeded to the choice 
of. magistrates and representatives.

Two large ships arrived at Massachtr- 
setts* Bay, In 1637, with passengers from 
London. Great pains were taken to ppeytfl

iV
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upon them to remain in the colony { bat 
they hoped, by moving to a considerable 
distance, to be out of the reach of a gen
eral governor, with whom the country was 
then threatened. They eent to their friends 
in Connecticut to purchase of the native} 
the lands lyiugbetween then- and Hudson's 
River. They then laid the foundation of 
a flourishing colony, of which New Hav
en was the capital. Connecticut and New- 
Haven continued two distinct colonics for 
many years. At length the general court of 
Connecticut determined to prefer an ad
dress and petition to Charles thé Second, 
professing their subjection and loyalty 
to his majesty, and soliciting a royal char
ter ; and John Winthrop, Esq. who had 
been chosen governor, was appointed to 
negotiate the a flair with the king, ijle 

(Succeeded, and a soya! charter was ou
tlined, constituting the two colonies for 
ever «me body comorate and politic.

Mr. Roger WiHiams, a pastor of the 
churçh of Salem, being banished from 
Massachusetts, on account of some reli
gious disputes, went to the Narraganset 
country, accompanied with twelve com
panions, and hod land given him by the 
Indian Sachem Canonicus ; of whom he 
afterwardapurchased the large tract, lying 
between Pawtucket and Pawturat rivers,

!
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(the great falls and the little falls, as the 
Indian name signifies) and stiled it Provi
dence, from a sense of God’s merciful pro» 
vidence to him in his distress.

The authority and power of Miantono- 
any, another Sachem, and his uncle Canon» 
icua, awed all the Indians round to assist 
him and his few associates. When the de
terminations of the Massachusetts general 
court, occasioned by what they called an- 
tinomian disputes, banished many, and in
duced others to leave the colony, the heads 
of the party were entertained in a friendly 
manner by Mr. Williams, who advised 
them to seek a settlement on Rhode. Island, 
in the year 1638, and was very instrumen- 
tal in procuring it of the Indian sachems# 

New-Hampshire and the Maine were set» 
tied about the same time with the Massa
chusetts, by different proprietors, who had( 
obtained patents, and whose views were 
to enrich themselves by the fishing trade 
at sea, and the beaver trade ashore.

The colony of New-York demands our 
next attention. The Dutch had settled it, 
and named it the New Netherlands.— 
Charles the Second resolved upon its con- 
quest in 1664; and in March granted to 
his brother the Duke of York, the-re-

§ion extending from the western banks of 
ie Connecticut to the eastern shore of the
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Delaware, together with Long-Island, con
ferring on him the civil and military pow
ers of government. Col. Nichols was sent 
with four frigates and three hundred sol
diers to effect the business. The Dutch 
governor being unable to make resistance, 
the New Netherlands submitted to the 
English crown, in September, withotrtany 
other change than of rulers. Few of the 
Dutch removed, and Nichols instantly ert-, 
tered upon the exercise of his power, aa 
deputy-governor for the Duke of York, 
the proprietary.

About the same time, 1664, New-Jer- 
sey, which was also taken from the Dutch, 
who were considered as having no right to 
any of their settlements in these parts of 
America, were included in the grant to 
the Duke of York. The Duke disposed 
of it to Lord Berkeley and Sir George 
Carteret, who being sole proprietors, for 
the better settlement of it, agreed upon 
certain constitutions of government, so 
well liked, that the eastern parts were soon 
considerably peopled.

Virginia was the original name of all 
the English North American continental 
claims, given in honor to the Virgin Queen 
Elizabeth. King James, being applied to, 
granted letters patent to a body of gentle
men, on the 6th of April, 1606, with paw. x
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ers ta divide themselves into two distinct 
companies, the one consisting of London 
adventurers, called the first, or southern 
dolôny of Virginia ; the second, or northern 
colony composed of merchants, belonging 
to Bristol, Plymouth and Exeter. The 
territory granted to the first, or southern 
eoloçy wasgenerally called Virginia, with
out «thy distinguishing epithet, and retain
ed that name after the second or northern 
àdfonv obtained the name of New-Eng. 
fondai 1614.

Wfe dome next to speak of Maryland. 
The first emigration to this part of Amen
da Consisted of twd hundred gentlemen of 
considérable fortune and rank, with their 
adherents, chiefly Roman Catholics, who 
hoped to enjoy liberty of conscience un
der a proprietary of their own profession. 
They sailed fiom England in November, 
and landed in Maryland the beginning of 
1635. ôovernor Calvert, brother to Lord 
Baltimore, very w isely and justly purchas
ed, by presents of various goods, the rights 
of the Indians, and with tneir free consent 
*>ok possession of their town,, which he 
called St. Mary’s. The country was set
tled with so much ease, and furnished with 
so many conveniencies, that emigrants re
paired thither in such numbers as soon to 
render the colony populous and flourishing.
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Carolina follows Maryland in the order 
of existence. A few adventurers emi
grated from the Massachusetts, and set- 
tied round Cape Fear, about the time of 
the Restoration. They considered mere 
occupancy, with a transfer from the na
tives, without any grant from the king, as 
a good tide upon the lands they possess
ed. They deemed themselves entitled to 
the sa me civil privileges as those of the 
Connu y Irom whence they had emigrated. 
For years they Experienced the compli
cated miseries of want. Thev solicited 
the aid of their countrymen, and the gene
ral court of Massachusetts, with an atten
tion and humanity which did it the great
est honor, ordered an extensive contribu
tion toe, their reUe£

The final settlement of the province was 
.efloctpd equally tlxrough the rapacity of 
the OPUfticr* 9* Çharle? the Scepod, and 
hia own facility, m rewarding those, to 
whom he was gteatiy indebted, with a li
berality that cost him little. The pretence, 
which had been used on former occasions, 
of a pious zeal for the propagation of the 
gospel, among foe Indiana, w*a successive
ly employed to,procure a grant of the itu- 

jetween the 39th de-\ 
:, and the river of St.

menpe
s

foirty-first degree. In
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March, 1663, this territory was erected 
into a province by the name of Carolinay 
and conferred on Lord Clarendon, the 
Duke of Albemarle, Lord Craven, Lord' 
Berkeley, Lord Ashley, Sir George Car
teret, Sir John Colleton, and Sir William 
Berkeley, as absolute lord proprietaries, for 
ever, saving the allegiance due to the crown..

Pennsylvania and the Delaware counties 
next demand our attention. Mr. William 
Penn one of the joint purchasers of the 
western part of the Jerseys, having receiv
ed the most exact information of the coun
try to the westward of the Delaware, while 
engaged in the administration of the joint 
purchase, became desirous of acquiring a 
separate estate.

He presented a petition to Charles the 
Second in June, 1680, stating not only his 
relationship to the late admiral, but that 
he was deprived of a debt due from the 
crown, when the Exchequer was shut. 
He prayed for a grant of lands, lying to 
the northward of Maryland, and westward 
of the Delaware ; and added that by his 
interest, he should be able to settle a pro- 
vincç, which might, in time, repay his 

‘daims. Having a prospect of success, he 
copied from the charter of Maryland the 
aketch of a patent, which in November 
was hid before the attorney general for i 
His opinion.
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Penn had the same object in view as 
Lord Baltimore had, the guarding against 
the exertions of prerogative, which expe- 
rience had taught both were very incon
venient. The attorney general declared 
the clause of exemption from taxation il
legal ; and chief justice North being of 
the same opinion, and observing its ten
dency, added the saving of the authority 
of the English parliament ? so that it wa* 
stipulated by the king, for himself and his 
successors, that “ no custom or other con
tribution shall be laid on the inhabitants 
or their estates, unless by the consent of 
the proprietary, or governor and assembly, 
or by act of parliament in England.

The next year, 1681, the patent was 
granted, in consideration of “ the merits 
of the father, and the good purposes of the 
son, in order to extend the English-em
pire, and to promote meflil commerce.” 
It was provided by fit clauses, that the 
sovereignty of the king should be preserv
ed, and that acts of parliament, concern
ing trade, navigation, and the customs, 
be duly observed. Penn was empowered 
to assemble the freemen, or their delegates, 
in such form as he shall think proper for 
raising money for the Use of the colony, 
and for making useful laws, not contrary to 
those of England, er the rights of the king-
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doro. A duplicate of the acta of the as
sembly was to be transmitted, within five 
years, to the king in council, and the acts 
might be declared void within six months 
if not approved.—It now remains only to 
give a concise account of the settlement of 
Georgia.

In 1732, a number of gentlemen con
sidering the vast benefit that might arise 
from the tract of laud, lying between the 
SoVannah and the river Alatamalia, peti
tioned the king for a charter, which was 
accordingly granted in June. They meant 
that, the country should he made a bulwark 
for the southern colonies against the Span- 
iards, and should give employment to num
bers of people, who were burthensogae at 
home t»their friend» and parishes.

Towards the. pad of,August, Sir Gil
bert Heathcote recommended, in the 

terms,, to the. directors, the 
interest of the cole 
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nished with working tools of all kinds, 
stores and small arms.

Mr. Oglethorpe, one of the trustees, 
generously attended the first set of emi- 
grants to Carolina, where they arrived in 
good health in January, 1733. The C«. 
rolinians made them a present of one hun. 
dred breeding cattle, besides hogs, and 
twenty barrels of rice ; and furnished 
them with a party of horse, and with scout 
boats, by the help of which they reached 
the Savannah, where Mr. Oglethorpe, ten 
miles up the river, pitched upon a spot (hr 
a town, and m February the building of 
the first house commenced.

Mr. Oglethorpe was waited upon by 
a numerous deputation from the lower 
Creek nation, with whom he concluded a 
treaty, and soon after set oat for Charles, 
town on his return to England, bringing 
with him several chiefs and a war captai». 
Before the end of March, 1734, more 
emigrants, to the amount of six hundred, 
were either sent over by charity, or went 
at their own expense.

In October, the Indians embarked for 
their own country, having had an allow» 
ance, while ip London, of twenty poundp 
a week, of which they spent little, as they 
çommonly eat and drank at the table of 
persons of the highest distinction. They
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embarked at Gravesend, in a ship which 
carried over a number oF Salta burghers, 
being German protestants, who, with 
others of their countrymen that followed, 
settled on the Savannah, a town they call- 
ed Ebenezer, and which, by their habita 
of industry and sobriety soon became con, 
siderable.

The Georgians made a surprising pro,

Sess in clearing their lands, and building 
sir houses, and as an encouragement, the 
British parliament granted them a supply 

of 26,0001, which, with very great private 
donations, were expended upon strength, 
ening the southern part of Georgia.

Thus have we given a succinct account 
of the first establishment of the British co. 
Ionics in North America. By what un, 
happy means they at last became sepa, 
rated from the mother country, will be 
clearly shown in the subsequent part of 
this history,
Memorable exeats recorded in this chapter. 
Ann o
1606 First settlement made at Virginia. 
1620 Settlement at New Plymouth.
1628 New-Hampshire and the Maine set, 

tied,
1628 Puritàns purchase and settle Massa, 

chusctts Bay.

1633 î 
1635 (
1637 1
1638 Ï
1663 (
1664 1 
1681 1 
1733 (
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1633 Settlement at Maryland.
1635 Connecticut and Providence.
1637 New-Havensettled.
1638 Settlement of Rhode-Island.
1663 Carolina settled.
1664 New-York and New-Jersey.
1681 Pennsylvania & Delaware countiee. 
1733 Georgia settled.

; pro. 
lding 
it, the 
uppiy 
rivate

CHAP. III.
HE narrow limits prescribed to us in 
this epitome, will not permit us towill

:ngth- 1 enter into a copious deuil of all the minute
concerns of the colonies, which may be

icoùftt I found in more voluminous works, and
sh co. I there read by those, who have leisure and 
at un. I inclination to pursue so dry a study. We 

sepa- I shall therefore proceed to discribe only 
vill be I events of some consequence, 
part of I News being received in the Massachu* 

I setts of War being declared against Franca 
batter I ^pain. t*lc general court, then sitting, 

" * I made immediate provision for raising for-
I ces for Annapolis in Nova Scotia, 

ginia. 1 Towards the end of the month of April, 
}• 11745, Commodore Warren arrived from
ine set. | West-Indies, with a sixty gun ship, 

I and two of forty. He was soon after join* 
Massa» I eti by another of forty, which had reached 

I Canso a abort time before. The men of
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war sailed Immediately to cruise before 
Louisbourg. Tbe forces soon followed, 
and landed at Chapeaurouge Bay the last 
day of April. The transports were dis
covered from the town early in the morn
ing, which gave the inhabitants the first 
knowledge of the design.

The second day after landing, four hun
dred men marched rouad, behind the hills, 
to the northeast harbor, where they got 
about midnight, and set fire to all the 
éwrüwgs awl storehouses, trH they came 
within a mile of the grand battery. The 
clouds of thick satnfee proceeding from the 
pitch, tar, and other combustibles,prevent
ed the garrison's discovering the enemy, 
though they were but at a short distance.

They expected the body of the amy up. 
on them, and therefore deserted the fart, 
having thrown their powder into a well ; 
bet the cannon and shot were left, which I 
proved of great servis* to the be me gets, I 
The army had near two miles to transport] 
their cannon, mortars, kc. through a mo
rass, which required great labor to accom
plish. The men were yoked together, and] 
during the night made great advance*- ? j

While the forces were busily wnpioj 
on shore, the men of war, and other 
sels were cruising off Ac harbor, as 
as the weather would permit. On the some j 

nies, j
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•of May, they captured a French 44 gun 
ship, having 500 men on board, and stores 
of all sorts tor the garrison.

It was given out, that an attack would 
be made by sea with the ships, on the l8tb, 
while the army did the like by land. Whe
ther a general storm was really intended or 

. not, the French appeared to expect it, 
-from the preparations making on board the 
men of war, and seemed not inclined to 
attempt to withstand it.

On the fifteenth, a flag of truce was sent 
to the general, desiring a cessation of hos
tilities, that they might consider of articles 
fora capitulation. Time was allowed, byt 
their articles were rejected by the general 
and commodore, and others offered, which 
were accepted by the French, and hostages 
given on both sides. The town was in con
sequence .delivered up on the seventeenth. 
As this was a time when vessels were ex
pected from all parts at Louisburg, the 
French flag was kept flying as a decoy. Two 
East-bidiaiuen, and one south-sea ship, of 
the value of 600,000/. sterling,.were tak
en by the squadron, at the mouth of the 
harbor, into which they sailed as usual, 
eot knowing that the place had been tak
en by the-English.

The Frendn having been very trouble- 
some in the hack settlements of out colo
nies, it was concluded to take effectual 

E
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methods to drive them from the Ohio. The 
reduction of Niagara, Crown Point,' and 
their forte in Nova Scotia, was also resolved 
on, General Braddock was accordingly 
sent from Ireland to Virginia, with two re- 
giments of foot ; and on his arrival, when 
Joined by1 the rest of the forces destined 

eat service, he found himself at the 
|of 2200 men. He had bravery, but 

other qualifications to render him 
.■ the service to which he was appoint- 
The severity of his discipline made

and 
: esteem

____ __________ ___pride disgusted
the Indians, and led him to dispise the 
country militia, and to slight the advice of 

' (he Virginian officers.

1---- *-------------- -----JmII „
and scouring the woods with his rangers 
which was contemptuously refused. The 
general had been cautioned by the Duke of 
Cumberland to guard against a surprise, and 
yfct he pushed on heedlessly with the first 
division, consisting of 1400 men, till he Ml 
Into an ambuscade of 400, chiefly Indians, 
by whom he was defeated and mortally 
Wounded, on the 9th of July, 1758.

The regulars were put into the greatest 
panic, and fled in the utmost confusion ;
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I but the militia had been used to Indian 
The I fighting, and were not so terrified. The 
and I general had disdainfully turned them into 
Ived I tne rear, where they continued in a body un- 
ngly I broken, and served under Col. Washington 
>re- I as a most useful rearguard, which cover- 
then 1 cd the retreat of the regulars, and prevent- 
ined I ed their being entirely cut to pieces.
; the I Previous to this, and agreeable to the 
, but I views of the British ministry, the Massa- 
him I chusctts assembly raised a body of troops, 

oint- I which were sent to Noya Scotia, to assist 
nade I Lieutenant-Governor Lawrence in driving 

and I the French from their several encroacn- 
teem I ments within that province, 
listed I The expedition against Niagara was cn- 
b the I trusted to Governor Shirley, but foiled 
ce 6f I through various anises.

Sir William, theh^CoIonel Johnson, was. 
red of I appointed to go against Crown Point. The 
r fort I delays, slowness, and deficiency of prépara- 
efbre, Ition, prevented the several colonies joining 
lgers, Itheir troops till about August. In the mean 

The Itime the active enemy had transported for- 
ike of Ices from France to Canada, marched them 
ie,and Idown to meet the provincials, and attacked 
e first Ithem ; but, meeting with a repulse,lost 600 
he fell linen, besides having their general Baron 
tdiaas, IDieskau Wounded and made prisoner, 
ortally I The next year the Massachusetts raised a 
l. fereat armament to go against Crown Point ;
reatest Ibut Lord Loudon, on his arrival, did not 
asion ; |
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think it proper that the forces should pro. 
ceed, owing to a temporary misunderstand
ing between his Lordship and the general 
coart.

in the year 1758, happily for the British 
nation, the great Mr. Pitt was placed at the 
head of the ministry, when the face of af
fairs was soon changed, the war was prose, 
cutèd with unexampled success, and me en
emy was at length driven ont of America.

Mir. Israel Maqduit, the Massachusetts 
agent, in 1763, gavé early notice of the 
ministerial intentions to tax tile cplonies ; 
but the general court not being called to- 
gethcr till the latter end of the year, in. 
* tractions to the agent, though solicited by 
him, could net be sent in proper time.

The next year however, 1764, the house 
of representatives came to the following re. 
solutions : “ That the sole right of giving 
and granting the money of the people of that 
province, was vested in them as their legal 
representatives ; and that the imposition of 
duties and taxes by tire parliament of Great 
Britain, upon a people who are not repre
sented in the House of Commons is abso
lutely irreconcilable with their rights.” 
“ That no man can justly take the property 
of another without his consent ; upon 
which original principle, the right of re
presentation in the same body, which ex- 
ereises the power of making laws for
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levying taxes, one of the main pillars of the 
British constitution, is evidently founded.”

These resolutions were occasioned by 
intelligence of what had been done in the 
British House of Commons. It had been 
there debated in March, whether they had 
a right to tax the Americans, they not being 
represented, and determined unanimously 
in the affirmative. Not a single person pre
sent ventured to controvert the right.

After various propositions for taxing the 
colonies, Mr. Grenville’s intended stamp 
act was communicated to the American 
agents. Many of them did not oppose it, 
half their number being placemen or de
pendents on the ministry. Mr. Joseph 
Sherwood, an honest Quaker, agent for 
Rhode-Island, refused his consent to Ame
rica’s being taxed by a British parliament. 
Mr. Mauduit, the Massachusetts agent, 
favored the raising of the wanted money by 
a stamp duty, as it would occasion less ex
pense of officers, and would include the 
West-India islands. The scheme, how
ever was postponed, and the agents autho
rised to inform the American assemblies, 
that they were at liberty to suggest any 
other ways of raising monies, and that Mr. 
Grenville was ready to receive proposals 
for any other tax, that might be equivalent 
in its produce to the stamp tax. The co
lonies seemed to consider it as an affront, 

E 2
*
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rather than as a compliment. The minis* 
ter would not be content with any thing 
short of «certain specific sum, and proper 
funds for the payment of it. - Had not the 
sums been answerable to his wishes, he 
would have rejected them ; and he would 
scarcely have been satisfied with less than 
500,<XKH. per annum, which was judged 
absolutely necessary to defray the whole 
expense of the army proposed for the de- 
fence of America.

No satisfactory proposals being made ou 
die side of the Americans, Mr. Grenville 
adhered to his purpose of bringing forward 
the stamp bill, though repeatedly pressed 
by some of his friends to desist. Richard 
Jackson, Esq. had been chosen agent for 
the Massachusetts, who, with Mr. Frank* 
Kn, and others, lately come from Philadel
phia, waited on Mr. Grenville, in Februa
ry, 1765, to remonstrate against the stamp 
bill, and to propose, that in case any tax 
must be laid upon America, the several co
lonie» might be permitted to lay the tax 
themselves. Mr. Grenville, however, 
adhered to his own opinions, and said 
he had pledged his word for offering the 
stamp bill to the house, and that the house 
would hear their objections.

The bill was accordingly brought m, end 
in March, the same year, received the royal 
assent. The framers of the stamp act flau
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tercd themselves, that the confusion which 
would arise from the disuse of writings, 
would compel the colonies to use stamp pa
per, and therefore to pay the taxes imposed.
Thus they were led to pronounce it to be 
a law which would execute itself.

Mr. Grenville, however, was not without 
his apprehensions that it might occasion 
disorders ; to prevent or suppress which he 
projected another bill, which was brought 
in the same sessions, whereby it was made 
lawful for military officers in the colonie» 
to quarter their soldiers in private houses. 
This seemed intended to awe the people in
to a compliance with the other act. Great 
opposition being made to it, as under such 
a power in the army, no one could look on 
his house as his own, that part of the bill 
was dropt ; but there still remained a clause 
when it passed into a law, to oblige the se
veral assemblies to provide quarters for the 
soldiers, and to furnish them with firing, 
bedding, candles, small beer,rum, and sun
dry other articles, at the expense of the se
veral provinces. This clause continued 
in force after the stampt act was repealed.

These proceedings of the mother country 
rave rise to great disturbances in America. 
Some persons of consequence at Boston, to 
manifesttheir abhorrence and detestation of 
a party in England, who they supposed were 

^endeavoring to subvert the British consti-
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tution, to enslave the colonies, and to ali
enate the affections of his majesty’s most 
faithful subjects in America, early in the 
morning of the 14th of August hung upon 
the limb of a large dead elm, near the en
trance of Boston, in one of the most pub
lic streets, two effigies. One of them as 
appeared by the labels affixed thereto, was 
intended to represent the stamp officer ; the 
other was a jack-boot, with a head and 
horns peeping out of the top.
The report of this novelty drew great num

bers from every part of the town and the 
neighboring country. This affair was left 
to take its own course, so that an enthusi
astic spirit diffused itself into the minds of 
the fcpectators. In the evening, the figures 
were cut down, and carried in funeral pro
cession, the populace shouting, Liberty and 
propet ty for ever ! No stamps, We.

They then went to a new building, erected 
by Mr. Oliver, which they pulled down, 
falsely supposing it to be designed for the 
stamp office. As soon as they appi cached 
Mr. Oliver’ahou^e they beheaded the effigy, 
at the same time breaking all his windows, 
and demolishing his gardens, fences, barns, 
and every thing else that came in their way.

The next day, Mr.Oliyer, fearful of what 
might happen, declared that he had written 
to England and resigned. The mpb assem
bled again at night; and after some exprès-



I
North America. 57

sions of joy for the resignation, proceeded 
to the lieutenant governor's, Mr. Hutchin
son’s house, which they besieged for an 
hour, but in vain ; insisting repeatedly up. 
on knowing, whether he had not written 
in favor of the stamp act.

These disorders grew- every day more 
enormous and alarming. Mobs once rais
ed soon become ungovernable by new and 
large accessions, and extend their inten
tions far beyond those of the original insti-

ns. Crafty men may intermix with 
, when they are much heated, and dl- / 
rect their operations very differently from 
what was at first designed.

People in England were differently af
fected by the disturbances in the colonies; 
Semé were for supporting the authority ef 
parliament at all events, and for enforcing 
the stamp act, if needful, with the point of 
the sword ; while others were for quieting 
the colonies by the repeal of it. Happily 
for them, Mr. Grenville and his party were 
thrown out of place, md were succeeded by 
the Marquis of Rockingham, whew, on the 
22d of February, 1766, this obnoxious act 
was repealed.

In May, 1767, Mr. Charles Townsend, 
then chancellor of tlie Exchequer, moved 
the House of Commons for leave to bring 
in bills for granting a duty upon paper, 
glass, painters colours, 8tc. in the British
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American colonies ; for settling salaries on 
the governors, judges, 8tc. in North Ame
rica ; and for taking off the duties on teas 
exported to America, and granting a duty 
9f three pence a pound on the importation 
in America. Two bill» were at lengthfram
ed, and in June received the royal assent.

These acts occasioned fresh disturban
ces in America, where matters were carried 
to a much greater height than before. In 
consequence of this, Lord Hillsborough 
wrote,to general Gage, in June, 1768, to- 

\send troops to Boston, in order to preserve 
the peace of that town.

The" introduction of troops into Boston 
was attended with very serious consequen
ces. The inhabitants became exceedingly 
riotous, and some of the rabble pushed 
their ill conduct so far, as to oblige the 
soldiers to fire on them, ie their own de- 
fence. This happened on the 5th of March, 
1770, when thi ce:pe«eons were killed, five 
dangerously wounded, and a few slightly.

This wa» Jar from removing the evil, and 
only tended-tp wide* the breach. Under 
the notion of Real for liberty, the rtbble 
ran into the most extensive licentious
ness, and-were every where guilty of the 

x most lawless, unj ust, and tyrannical pro
ceedings, pulling down houses, destroy
ing the property of every one thrft had 
fallen under their displeasure and deliver-
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ing prisoners out of the hands of justice.
Let us now turn our attention to see what 

was doing, in the mean time at home. The 
supporting the authority of parliament, was 
the only cause assigned by the minister 
himself for retaining the tea duty at the very 
time when he acknowledged it to be as 
anti-commercial a tax, as any of those that 
had been repealed upon that principle.

The East-India Company, feeling the bad 
effects of the colonial smuggling trade in 
the large quantities of tea, which remained 
in their ware-houses unsold, requested the 
repeal of the three pence per pound in Ame
rica, and offered, that on its being complied 
with, government should retain six pence 
in the pound on the exportation. Thus the 
company presented the happiest opportu
nity that could have been offered-firfihon
orably removing the cause of difference with 
Amei ica. This afforded an opening for do
ing justice, without infringing the claims 
on either side. The minister was request- 
ed and intreated, by a gentleman of great 
weight in the company, and a member of 
parliament, to embrace the opportunity ; 
but it was obstinately rejected.

New contrivances were set on foot to in
troduce the tea, attended with the three
penny duty, Into all the colonies. Various 
intrigues and solicitations were used to in
duce the East-India company to undertake
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this rash and foolish business. It M as pro 
tested against as contrary to the principle 
■of the-company's monopoly ; but the pow
er of the ministry prevailed, and the insig- 
niicant three-penny duty on tea was doom- 
edto be the ratal bone of contention be- 
tween-Great Britain and her colonies. The 
company at last adopted the system, and 
became their own factors. They sent 600 
chests of tea to Philadelphia, the like 
quantity to New-York and Boston, besides 
'what was consigned to other places. Seme- 
«I ships were also freighted for different 
colonies, and agents appointed for tfcedis- 

Iposai of the commodity.
In the mean titnethe colonists, who well 

•fcaew What had passed in the another coun- 
-try, were concerting-measures to counter
act the views of the British ministry. Soon 
after the arrival of the tcashi peat Boston, a 
number of periods, chiefly masters of res- 

: eels, and'ship buMt-rs from the nerdrend 
Of the town, about seventeen m number, 
dressed as Indians, went un board the ships, 
and in about two hours hoisted out of them 
and broke open 342 chest» of tea the con
tents of which they emptied iwto the are. 
They were not in the least molested ; for 
the multitude if spectators on. the -wharf I 
served as a-covering; party. Thewhofc bu
siness was contacted with very little tu
mult, and no damage was clone to the-vesr
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sels or any other property. When the busi
ness was finished, the people returned qui
etly to their own towns and habitations.

These and other decisive proceedings of 
the Bostonians, induced the British minis- 
try to bring in a bill into parliament, “ for 
tl)c immediate removal of the officers con
cerned in the collection of the customs at 
fioston, and to discontinue the landing and 
discharging, lading and shipping of goods, 
wares and merchandizes z\t Boston, or with- 
in the harbor thereof.” On the 31st of March 
1774, the bill received the royal assent.

Other bills were passed by the British 
parliament, brought in by Lord North, all 
tending to punish the Americans, and the 
Bostonians in particular for their refrac
tory behavior, Petitions were sent Over 
from America, and several of thé members 
of both houses reprobated these severe and 
dangerous proceedings ; but no regard was 
paid either to the petitions or to the remon
strances of the minority in both houses. 
The then ministry, at the head of which 
was Lord North, were determined to ac
cept from the Americans of nothing short 
of absolute and implicit obedience to the 
laws of taxation. On the other hand, the 
people of Massachusetts Bay, supported 
and spurred on by the other Colonies, were 
determined not to submit, anti prepared to 
repel force by force. They collected all
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the arms they could, and spent much of 
their time in the exercise of them.

These proceedings of the people, and 
their manifest disposition to resistance, 
alarmed the general, who thought it neces
sary, for the safety of the troops, as well as 
to secure the important post of Boston, to 
fortify the entrance at the neck, which af
forded the only communication, except by 
water, between the town and the continent.

In England, petitions were presented 
from the merchants of London, and almost 
all the trading towns in the kingdom ; and 
Mr. Bollan, Dr. Franklin, and Mr. Lee, 
also presented petitions from the Ameri- 
can congress ; but government treated 
them with indifference and contempt.

Lord Chatham persevered in the prosecu
tion of his conciliatory scheme with Ame
rica, and accordingly brought into the house 
of lords the outlines of a bill, which he 
hoped would answer that salutary purpose ; 
but the ministry rejected it. At the same 
time, Lord North gave a sketch of the mea
sures' he intended to pursue, which were 
to send a greater force to America, and to 
bring* in a temporary act, to put a stop to 
all the foreign trade of the different colo
nies of New-England, particularly their 
fishery on the banks of Newfoundland, till 
they returned to their duty.

While matters were thus going on at



North America. 63

home, General Gage, at Boston, received 
intelligence that cannon and carriages were 
deposited in the neighborhood of Salem. 
He accordingly sent a body of troops from 
the castle to seize t^iem, but the Ameri
cans found time to get them away, and the 
troops returned without effcctingany thing.

A skirmish having happened at Lexing
ton, between the king’s troops and a party 
of the militia, General Gage no sooner re. 
ceived this intelligence than he detached 
Lord Piercy to Concord, with sixteen 
companies of foot, and a number of ma
rines, 900 men in the whole, and two 
pieces of cannon, to support Col. Smith.

The junction of the brigade under Lord 
Piercy, with the detachment under Colonel 
Smith, gave the last a breathing time, es
pecially as they now had cannon, which 
awed the provincials from pressing upon 
the rear in a direct line ; but the whole 
force did not venture to halt long,, as the 
minute men and milita were every where 
collecting, in order to cut off their retreat 
to Boston.They soon renewed their march, 
constant skirmishing succeeded, and a 
continual fire, though often irregular and 
scattering on their side, as well as on the 
part of tne provincials. The close firing 
from behind the walls, by good marksmen, 
for such were almost all the provincials, 
put the troops into no small confusion, and
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nude it so dangerous for the officers, that 
they were more attentive to their safety 
than common. The regulars, when near 
Cambridge, were upon the point of taking 
a wrong road, which would have led them 
into the moat imminent danger ; but were 
prevented by the direction of a young gen. 
tleman residing at the college. They made 
good their retreat a little after sun-set, 
over Charlestown neck to Bunker’s hill, 
but spent and worn down by the excessive 
fatigues they had undergone, having 
inched that day between thirty and forty 
miles. Here they remained secure till the 
next day, when they crossed at Charles
town ferry, and returned to Boston. In 
this skirmish, the regulars had 65 killed, 
180 wounded, and 28 made prisoners. 
The provincials had 50 men killed, 34 
wounded, and four missing.

Let us now return to the mother coun. 
try, wbèré the restraining and fishery bill 
met With great opposition in both houses 
of parliament. The fishery bill had scarce
ly cleared the House of Commons, when 
Lord North brought in another to restrain 
the trade and commerce of the colonies of 
New-Jerséy, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, and South Carolina, to Great 
Britain, Ireland, and the British islands in 
the West Indiesy under certain condition* 
*nd limitations.
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The British ministry did not confinethem- 
selvcs to the making of laws ; but they also 
sent out against the Americans the Gene
rals Howe, Clinton and Burgoyne, who left 
England on the 28th of May, and in about a 
week at terwards transports laden with troops 
sailed from Cork, to reinforce Gen. Gage.
Memorable evtntt recorded in this chapter. 
1745 Expedition against Louisboorg.
1755 General Braddock defeated.
1764 Massachusetts assembly declare 

' -r_ against parliamentary taxes.
1765 The stamp act passed—Riots at Bos- 

' ton on account ofthat act.
1766 The stamp act repealed. t
1767 Mr. Charles Townsend taxes the

colonies again.
1768 Troops ordered to Boston.
1770 Soldiers at Boston fire on the inha

bitant».
1773 The East India compdnÿ empowered

to export their own teas. The tea 
thrown into the sea at Boston.

1774 The Massachusetts people prepare to
defend their rights by arms. Gene
ral Gage fortifies the entrance into 
Boston.

1775 General Gage sends troops to Salem.
Skirniishes at Concord and Lexing
ton-—The restraining billspassed in 
EnglatW*^-The Gen'Is. Howe, Clin^ 
ton and Burgoyne, sail for Boston,

F 2
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CHAP. IV.

rT'HE necessity of securing Ticonderoga JL was early attended to by many in New- 
England, i Gen. Gage had set the example 
of attempting to seize upon military stores, 
and by so doing had commenced hostilities, 
so that retaliation appeared warrantable.

Col. Allen was at Castleton, with about 
870 men, 230 of whom were Green Moun, 
tain Boys, so called from their residing with - 
}n the limits of the Green Mountains, the 
Hampshire Grants being so denominated 
from the range of green mountains that run 
through them. Sentinels were placed im
mediately on all the roads to prevent any 
intelligence being carried to Ticonderoga.

Col. Arnold, wno now joined Col. Allen,, 
reported, that there were at Ticonderoga* 
80 pieces of heavy cannon, 20 of brass,, 
from four to eighteen pounders, ten or % 
dozen mortars, a number of small arms, 
and considerable stores ; that the fort was. 
in a ruinous condition, and, as hr suppos
ed, garrisoned by about forty men. It was. 
then settled, that Çol. Allçn should have 
the supreme command, and Col. Arnold 
was to be,his assistant. v

Col Alien with, bis 230 Green Mouift 
tain Boys, arrived at Lake Champlain,* 
opposite to Ticonderoga, on the ninth of 
May, at night. Boats w ere with difficulty
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procured, when he ami Colonel Arnold 
crossed over with 83 men, and landed near 
the garrison. The two colonels advanced 
along side of eaqh other, and entered the 
port, leading to the fort, in the grey of the 
morning. A sentry snapped his fusee at 
Col. Allen, and then retreated thro the co
vered way to the parade. The main body 
of Americans then followed, and drew up. 
Capt. de la Place, the commander, was. 
surprised in bed. Thus was the place tak
en without any bloodshed.

On the 15tn June, 1775, the congress 
proceeded to choose by ballot a general to 
command all the continental forces, and 
George Washington, Esq. was unanimous
ly elected. ^ ^

The nextdtyr, osderawerc issued by the- 
Americana, for a detachment of » thousand 
men, to march at evening, and entrench up
on Bniiker’ a hill. By some mistake, Breed’s, 
kill, high and large like the other, but situ
ated on the furthest part of the peninsula,, 
next to Boston, was marked out for the en
trenchment instead of Bunker’s. The pro- 
vincials proceeded therefore to Breed’s hill;, 
but were prevented going to work till near 
12 o'clock at night, when they pursued 
their business with the utmostdiligenceand 
alacrity ; so that by the dawn of the day, 
they had thrown up a small redoubt, about 
eight rods square. Such was the extraor-
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<1 inary silence that reigned among them, 
that they were not heard by the British on 
board their vessels in the neighboring wa
ters. The sight of the works was the first 
notice that the Lively man of war had of 
them, when the captain began firing upon 
them about four in the morning;
' The guns called the town of Boston, the 
camp, and the fleet, to beheld a novelty, 
which was little expected. The prospect 
obliged the British generals to alter the 
plan they intended to have pursued the next 
day. They grew weary of being'coeped 
up in Boston,.and had resolved upon mak
ing themselves masters of Dorchester 
heights ; but the present provincial move
ment prevented the expedition. They were 
now called to attempt 
selves of Breed's hill, 
vincials continued work 
ing a heavy fire from thé 
number of floating batter ' 
cation upon Cop’s hill, if 
opposite to the little American redoti 
An incessant shower of shot and bombs 
was poured by the batteries upon the Ame
rican work, and yet but one man was killed.

The Americans continued laboring in- 
defatigably till they had thrown up a small 
breast-work, extending from the east side 
of the redoubt to the bottom of thathill ; but 
they were prevented completing it from the
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Intolerable fire of the enemy. By some un. 
accountable error, the detachment, which 
had been working for hours, was neither 
relieved, nor supplied with refreshments, 
but were left to engage under these disad. 
vantage».

Between twelve and one o’clock, and the 
day exceedingly hot, a number of boats and 
barges, filled with regular troop# from Bos
ton approached Charlestown, when the men 
were landed at Moreton’s Point. They con. 
sisted of four battalions, two companies of 
grenadiers, and ten of light infantry, with a 
proportion of field artillery ; but, by some 
oversight, their spare cartridges were 
touch too big foç them : so that, when the 
Americans were at length forced from their 
lines, there was not a round of artillery 
cartridges remaining.

Major Gen. Howe and Brigadier Gen. Pi- 
mand. "The troops formed,

I remained in thjat poshion, till joined by 
* Second detachment of light infantry and 
grenadier companies, a battalion of the land 
forces, and a battalion of marines, amount, 
ing in the whole to about 3000 men. The 
Generals Clinton and Burgoyne'took their 
stand upon Cop’s hill, to observe end con. 
template the bloody and destructive opera, 
tions that were now commencing. There.

Sulars formed irt two lines, and advanced 
eliberatcly, frequently halting to give time
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for the artillery to Ere, which was not well 
served. The light infantry were directed to 
force the left point of the breast-work, and 
to take the American line in flank. The 
grenadiers advanced to attack in front, sup. 
ported by two battalions, while the left, un. 
der Gen. Pigot, inclined to the right of the 
American line. One or two of the continen
tal regiments had been posted in Charles
town, but afterwards removed to prevent 
their being cut qf by a sudden attack ; so 
that the British were not in the least hurt 
by the musquetry from thence.

Gen. Gage had for some time resolved 
upon burning the town, -whenever any 
works were raised by thc Amcricans upon 
the hills belonging to it’; and while the 
British were advancing nearer to the at
tack, orders came to Cop’s hill for execut
ing the resolution. Soon after a carcass 
was discharged, which set firç to#n qld 
house near the ferry way ; the fire instant, 
ly spread, and most of the place was soon 
in fiâmes $ while the houses at the eastern 
end of Charlestown were set on fire by men 
who landed from the boats.

The regulars derived no advantage from 
the smote of the conflagration, for the wind 
suddenly shifting, earned it another way so 
that it could not cover them in their ap* 
proach. The provincials had not a rifleman 
among them, not one being yet arrived
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from the southward ; nor had they any 
other guns than common muskets, and 
even those were not furnished with bay. 
onets. However, they were almost all 
marksmen, being accustomed to sporting 
of one kind or other from their youth. A 
number of Massachusetts people were in 
the redoubt, and the part of the breast-work 
nearest it. The left of the breast, work, 
and.the open ground stretching beyond its 
point to the water-side, through which 
there was not an opportunity of carrying 
the work, was occupied partly by the Mas
sachusetts forces, and partly by the peo
ple of Connecticut.

The British moved on slowly to the at
tack, instead of using a quick step ; which 
gave the provincials the advantage of tak
ing Surer and copier aim. These reserved 
their fire, till the regulars came within ten 
or twelve rods, .when they began a furious 
discharge of small arms, which stopped the 
regulars, who kept up the firing without ad
vancing. The discharge from the Ameri
cans was so incessant, and did suchexecu- 
tion, that the regulars retreated in disorder, 
and with great precipitation towards the 
place of landing. Their officers used every 
effort to make them return to the charge, 
with which they at length complied ; but the 
Americans again reserved their fire till the 
regulars came within five or six rods, when 
the enemy was a second time put to flight.



T 2 The History or

General Howe and the officers redoubled 
their exertions ; and General Clinton, per
ceiving how the army was staggered, pass
ed over, without waiting for orders, and 
joined them in time to be of service. The 
Americans being in want of powder, sent 
for a supply but could procure none ; for 
there was but a barrel and a half in the ma
gazine. This deficiency disabled them from 
making the same defence as before ; while 
the British reaped a further advantage by 
bringing some cannon to bear, so as to rake 
the inside of the breast-work from end to 
end. The regular army now made a deci
sive push, ana thé fire from the ships and 
batteries was redoubled. The provincials 
were of necessity ordered to retreat.

It was feared by the Americans, that the 
British troops would push the advantage 
they had gained, and march imraedtetely to 
the head quarters at Cambridge, about two 
miles distant, and in no state of defence. 
But they advanced no farther than to Bun
ker’s hill, where they threw up works for 
their own security. The provincial» did 
the same upon Prospect-hill, in front of 
them, about half way to Cambridge.

The. loss of the British according to Gen
eral Gage, amounted to 1054, of whom 226 
were killed ; of these 19 were commission
ed officers, including a lieutenant colonel, 
two majors, and seven captains. Seventy
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other officers were wounded. , Among, 
those more generally regretted, were Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Abercromby and Major 
Pitcairn.

The provincials had 139 killed, 278 
wounded and 36 were missing, in all 453.

In the opinion of many, General Howe 
was chargeable with a capital error in land
ing and attacking as he did. It might origi
nate from too great a confidence in the for
ces he commanded, and in too contemptu
ous an opinion of the enemy he had to en
counter. He certainly might have entrapped 
the provincials, by landing on the narrowest 
part of Charlestown neck, under the fire of 
the floating batteries and ships of w'ar. Here 
he might have stationed and fortified his ar
my, and kept up an open communication 
with Boston by a water carriage, which he 
would have commanded’through the aid of 
the nary, on each side of the peninsula. 
Had he made this manœuvre, the provincials 
must have made a rapid retreat from Breed’s 
hill, to escape havinghis troops in their rear, 
and being enclosed. It was said that Gen
eral Clinton proposed it. The rejection of 
that proposal greatly weakened the British 
army, and probably prevented the ruin of 
the Americans.

In Julys the congress received a letter 
from the convention of Georgia, setting 
forth, that the colony had acceded to the
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general association, and appointed dele
gates to attend the congress.

The accession of Georgia to the colonies 
occasioned their being afterwards called the 
Thirteen United Colonies. The first hostili
ties that happened in this part between the 
opposite parties,commenced about the mid
dle of November, when a number of royal
ists attacked the Americans, and obliged 
them, after three days, to surrender a fort 
they had taken possession of, in which they 
expected to make an effectual resistance.

In the month of November, the New- 
York convention having resolved upon the 
removal of the cannon from the battery of 
the city, Captain Sears was appointed to the 
business. Captain Vandeput, of the Asia 
man of war, AWprivately informed of the de
sign* and preparedjp oppose its execution. 
Learning when *Jwas to be attempted, he 
appointed a boat-^ovatch the motion of the 
people assembled ro^the puiipoftè about the 
deed of night. Theltiyhfln the boat giv
ing the signal, with a fiai* of powder, of 
what was going foj^Kl, t^-jpersons on 
shore mistook it foj^n attempWodfe a mus
ket at them, and Imroediately-Dmed a volleÿ 
of shot at the jfcoat, by which a man was 
killed. Captain Vandeput tiefcyi after com- 
mcnced a firing from the AiSty with grape* 
and swivel shot, 18 and 24 plunders, with-, 
put killing a single person, and wounded
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only three, two slightly, the other lost the 
calf of the leg. He then ceased for a con
siderable time, supposing that the people 
had desisted from their purpose, while they 
were only changing their mode of operation.

Capt. Sears provided a deceiving party, 
intended to draw the Asia’s fire from the 
line of the working party. He sent the for
mer behind a*breast-work, by which they 
were secured by dodging down upon ob
serving the flash of the Asia’s guns. When 
all was in readiness, they huzzaed, and sung 
out their notes as though tugging in unison, 
and fired from the walls ; while the work
ing party silently got off twenty-one eigh
teen pounders, with carriages, empty car
tridges, rammers, 8tc.

Upon hearing the noise and seeing the 
fire of the musketry the captain ordered the 
Asia to fire a whole broadside towards! that 
part of the fort, where» the deceiving party 
had secured themselves» without intending 
any particular injury to the city. However 
some of the shot flew into the city, and did 
damage.

This affair happened at a very late hour» 
between twelve and two, and threw the citi.- 
zens into the utmost consternation. The 
distress of the New-Yorkers was very much 
encrettsed by a painful apprehension, that 
Capt. Ifandeput would renew his firing up
on the c9y. A removal of men, women, chil-

i
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drcn, and goods instantly commenced, and 
continued for some time. Matters were 
however so far adjusted, as to quiet the ap
prehensions of the people, in reference to 
their suffering further from the fire.of the 
Asia. To prevent it the convention permit
ted Abraham Lott, Esq. to supply his ma
jesty’s ships, stationed at New-York, with 
all necessaries, as well fresh as salted, for 
the use of those ships.
I In the month of November, the general as
sembly of Rhode-Island passed an act for the 
capital punishment of persons, who should 
be found guilty of holding a traitorous cor
respondence with the ministry of Great- 
Britain, or any of their officers or agents, or 
of supplying the ministerial army or navy, 
employed against the United Colonics, with 
provisions, arms, &c. or of acting as pilots 
on board any bf their vessels. They also 
passed an' act for sequestering the estates of 
•several persons, whom they considered as 
avowed enemies to the liberties of America.

On the night of the 26th of August, about 
2000 American troops entrenched them
selves on Plowed hill, within point blank 
shot of Bunker’s hill; and notwithstanding a 
continual fire on them all the day following, 
they had only two killed ajjkl two wounded. 
The British finding that their fire did not 
answer, relaxed, and after a while desisted
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entirely, and the Americans remained qui
et in their new post.

In the beginning of September, General 
Washington received a very acceptable re
mittance of 7000 pounds weight of powder, 
which had been very scarce in the Ameri
can army.

Gen. Washington, having received pleas
ing accounts from Canada, being assured 
that neither Indians nor Canadians could be 
prevailed upon to act against the Americans, 
concerted die plan of detaching a body of 
troops from the head quarters, across the 
country to Quebec. He communicated the 
same to Gen. Schuyler, who approved it, 
and all things were got in readiness. They, 
set out on the expedition on the 13th Sep
tember, under the command of Col. Arnold, 
assisted by the colonels Greene and Enos, 
and majora Meigs and Bigelow, the whole 
force amounting to about eleven hundred 
men.••cm.'.•# <»* ■ •«£•'••<• » ia. ■

On thei 18th of October, Capt. Mowat 
destroyed 189 houses, 278 stores and other 
buildings, the far greater and better part of 
the town of Falmouth, in the northern part 
of Massachusetts. The inhabitants m com
pliance with a resolve of the provincial con
gress, to prevent tories carrying out their 
effects, gave some violent obstruction to the 
loading of a mast ship, which drew upon 
them the indignation of the British ndmir^L 

G 2
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In the mean time, General Montgomery 
was'sent fonvard to Ticonderoga, with a bo
dy of troops ; and being arrived at the Isle 
euatNpix, he drew up a declaration, which 
he sent among the Canadians, by Col. Allen 
and Major Brown, assuring them that the 
army was designed only against the English 
garrisons, and not against the country, their 
liberties or religion. He lays siege to St. 
Johns, on the 17th of September.

Col. Allen and Major Brown being on 
their return, after executing the commis
sion, with whiclvthe general had entrusted 
them, the latter advised Col. Allen to halt, 
anti proposed that the colonel should return 
to Longueil, procure canoes and cross the 
river St. Lawrence, a little north of Montre
al, while he, the major, crossed a little to 
the south of the town, with near 300 men; 
as he had boats sufieient* The plan was ap
proved, and Col. Allen passed the river m 
the night. The major, by some means, fail
ed on his part, and Ctfl. Allen found- himself 
the *ext morning, in a critical situation, 
bût concluded on defending himself. Gen. 
Carteton, learning how weak Col. Allen was, 
inarched out against Him with about forty 
regulars, together with Canadians, English 
and Indians, amounting to some -hundreds. 
The colonel defended himself with muoh 
bravery ; but being deserted by sevenfl, 
chiefly Canadians, and having had fifteen
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of his men killed, was under the neces
sity of surrendering with thirty-one effec
tives and seven wounded. He was directly 
put in irons. .1*

On the 4th of October, a party of Cana
dians, who had joined the besiegers, be
fore St. Johns, entrenched themselves on 
the east side of the lake, on which the ene
my sent an armed sloop with troops to drive 
them away ; but the Canadians attacked the 
sloop with vigor, killed a number of the 
men, and obliged her to return to St. Johns 
in a shattered condition.

On the 7th, the,main body of the army 
decamped from the south, and marched to 
the north side of the fort. In the evening, 
they began to throw up a breast-work, in 
order to erect a battery of cannon and mor- 
.tans.The continental troops brot such a spi
rit of liberty into the field, and.thot so freely 
for themselves, that they {would not bear ei
ther subordination or discipline. The gene
rals could not, in truth, direct their opera
tions, and would not have stayed an hour at 
their head, had they not feared that the ex- 
.ample would be too generally followed, and 
so hare injured the public service. There 
was a great want of powder, which with the 

%. disorderly behavior of the troops, was a 
damp to the hope of terminating the siege 
successfully. The prospect, however, étoen 
brightened, for the Americana planned an

\
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attack upon Chamblce, and in batteans car
ried down the artillery, past the fort of St. 
Johns. After a short demur, Chamblee sur
rendered to the majors Brown and Living
ston. The greatest acquisition was about 
six tons of powder, which gave great en
couragement to the provincials.

On the 3d of November, the garrison of 
St. Johns, consisting of 500 regulars and 
100 Canadians, after a siege of 46 days, 
surrendered by capitulation.

On the 12th of November, Gen. Mont
gomery pressed on to Montreal, which not 
being capable of making any defence, Gov. 
Carleton quitted it one day, and the Ame
rican general entered it the next. ft

Notwithstanding the advanced season of 
the year, Gen. Montgomery marched an 
for the capital, and on the 5th of December 
appeared before Quebee. The garrison con
sisted of about fifteen hundred, while the 
besiegers were said to consist of little mote 
than half that number. > Upon his appear- 
ing before the city, he sent forward a flag of 
truce, which was fired upon by order of Sir 
Guy Carleton. At this Gen. Montgomery 
was so provoked, that the next day he wrote 
to Sir Guy, and in bis letter, departed from 
the common mode of conveying his senti
ments he made use of threats and language 
which in his cooler moments be would 
have declined. * ,1'nsf lpi;d
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In spite of the inclemency of the season, 

he set about erecting works. His batteries 
were composed of snow and water, which 
soon became solid ice. He planted on them 
five pieces of ordnance, twelve and nine 
pounders, with one howitzer ; but the artille
ry was inadequate, and made no impression.

In the evening, a council was held by all 
the commanding officers of Col. Arnold’s 
detachment, and a large majority were for 
storming the garrison, as soon as the men 
were provided with bayonets, spears, hatch
ets and hand grenades. The plan of storming 
the garrison was wholly the work of Gen. 
Montgomery, who, in the council of war 
held on the occasion, shewed the necessity, 
practicability, and importance of it, in such 
a clear and Convincing manner, that they 
unanimously agreed to the measure. The at
tempt had the appearance of rashness ; but 
the general was persuaded that men, who 
had behaved so bravely, would follow him, 
and that Sir Guy Carleton’s forces would 
not fight, when actual service commenced.

On the 31st of December, the troops as
sembled at the hour appointed. They were 
to make the attack by the way of Cape 
Diamond, at the general’s quarters on the 
heights of Abraham, and were headed by the 
Gen-himself. Col. Arnold was made to at
tack through the suburbs of St. Roe. Col. 
Livingston and Maj. Brown were to make itLivingston and Maj. Brown were to make it
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false attack upon the walls, to the southward 
of St. John’s gate, and in the mean time to 
set fire to the gate with the comestibles pre
pared for that purpose. The colonel was al
so to give the signals for the combination of 
the attacks, which were to begin exactly at 
five o’clock. It is said that Capt. Fraser, of 
the regulars, who was then on piquet, going 
his rounds, saw the rockets fired off as sig
nals, and, forming a conjecture of what was 
going forward, beat to arms without orders, 
and so prepared the garrison for defence.

The different routes, the assailants had 
to make, the depth of the snow, and other 
obstacles, prevented the execution of Liv
ingston’s command. The general moved 
with his division, attended by a number of 
carpenters, to the piquets at Cape Diamond. 
These were soon cut with the saws, and the 
general pulled them down himself. He then 
entered, attended by the carpenters and 
some of his officers.

On their entrance, their guides forsook 
them, which alarmed the general and other 
officers, who were unacquainted with the 
pass and situation of the enemy’s artillery.

• However, they pressed on, and the general, 
observ ing that the troops did not follow with 
spirit, called out, “ Fie, for shame ! will the 
New-York troops desert the cause in this 
critical moment ? Will you not follow when 
your general leads i Push on, brave boys,



North America. 83

Quebec is ours.” A few acted with resolu
tion, advanced and attacked the guard house, 
when the enemy gave a discharge of grape 
shot from their ernnon, and also of small 
arhis which prove»fatal to the general, his 
aid-de-camp, Capt. Cheeseman, and others. 
The firing from the guardhouse ceased, by 
the enemy's quitting their post, and the op
portunity offered for the assailants to push 
forward with success ; but the deputy quar
ter-master general, Campbell, with the rank 
of colonel, assumed the command, oidered 
a retreat, which took place, and the wound
ed were carried off to the camp.

The divison under Col. Arnold was equal
ly unsuccessful. The colonel received a 
wound in one of his legs from a musket ball, 
and was carried to the general hospital. His 
men maintained their ground till ten o’clock, 
when, all hopes of relief being over, they ' 
were obliged at last to surrender prisoners 
of war. In this attack the provincials lost 
upwards of an hundred men. Gen. Mont
gomery was shot through both his thighs 
and his head. His body was taken up the 
next day, an elegant coffin was prepared, 
and he was soon after decently interred. 
The general was tall and slender, well limb
ed, of easy, graceful, and manly address. 
He had the love,.esteem, and confidence of 
the whole army ; he was of a good family 
in Ireland, and had served with reputation
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in the late war with France. His excellent 
qualities and disposition procured him an 
uncommon share-of private affection, and 
his abilities of public esteem. His death 
was considered as a greater-loss to the Ame
rican cause, than all the others with which 
it was accompanied.

When the continental troops had collect
ed after the unsuccessful attack on Quebec, 
there arose a dispute who should command, 
and whether it was advisable to raise the 
sie^e, or wait till a reinforcement should 
arrive. A council of war agreed, that Col. 
Arnold should command, and should con
tinue the siege, or rather the blockade, 
which was accordingly done, apparently at 
no small risk, as they had not mere than 
four hundred men fit for duty ; but they 
retired about three miles from the city, and 
posted themselves advantageously.
Memorable events recorded in this chapter. An. 1775*

The expedition against Ticonderoga.
Geo. Washington, Esq. elected command

er in chief of the continental forces.
The battle of Bunker's hill.

a accedes to the Union.
The thirteen Colonies united.
The Asia man of war fires upon New-York. 
Col. Arnold’s expedition into Canada. 
Falmouth destroyed, and on what account. 
Col. Allen taken'prisoner, and put in irons. 
Gen. Montgomery appears before Quebec, 

and falls in an attack upon it.
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CHAP. V.

ET us now return to Boston and its
A-i environs, and see what was transact
ing there. On the 15th of February, 1776, 
the strength of the ice having been tried in 
one place, and the frost continuing, Gen. 
Washington was desirous of embracing the 
season for passing over ft, from Cambridge 
side into Boston. He laid before the coun» 
cilof war thefollowing’question : “A stroke 
well aimed at this critical juncture may pnt 
a final period to the war, and restore peaefc 
and tranquility so much to be wished for Ç 
and therefore, whether part of Cambridge 
and Roxbury bays being frozen over, à 
general assault should not be made on Bos
ton ?”

General Ward opposed the idea, saying, 
" The attack must be made with a view of 
bringing on an engagement, or of driving 
the enemy out of Boston, and either end wifi 
be answered much better by possessing Dor
chester heights.” When the votés were 
called for, the majority were against the at* 
tack. It was however determined to posses* 
themselves of Dorchester heights, which 

• was accordingly afterwards accomplished.'
On the 5th of March, the British admiral 

informed Gen. Howe, that if the. American*
possessed those heights, he could not keep 
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one of his majesty’s ships in the harbor.— 
Every design of General Howe to force the 
American works on the hill being frustrated, 
e council of war was called, when it was 
agreed to evacuate the town as soon as pos
sible. The time that had been gained by the 
Americans for strengthening their works, 
took away all hopes of any successful at
tempts to be made on them by the British 
forces. The Americans had provided a 
great number of barrels, filled with stones, 
gravel and sand, wMch were placed round 
the works, ready to be rolled down, with a 
view to break the Unes of any hostile ad. 
vaocing troops, when ascending the hills.

On the 7th of March, there was a gene
ral hurry and confusion in Boston, every one 
in the royalinterest, being busy in preparing 
to quit the town, and to carry off every thing 
that w^s valuable. A flag was sent out from 
|Jbe select men, acquainting Gen. Washing, 
ton with the intention of the troops, and 
that Gen. Howe was disposed to leave the 
town standing, provided he could retire un.„ 
interrupted. Gen. Washington bound him. 
self under no obligationfbut expressed him. 
self in words, which admitted of a favorable 
construction ; and intimated his good wish.

* os for the preservation of Boston. At four 
o’clock, in the morning, pf the 17th, the " 
embarkation was completed, and before teq 
the whole fleet was tinder sail, and the pro-
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vincials soon after took possession of the 
town.

Let us now take a view of what «'as doing 
in Virginia. Towards the close of 1775 the 
Liverpool frigate arrived at Norfolk from 
Great Britain. Soon after the captain sent 
a flag of truce, and demanded to be inform- 
cd whether his majesty’s ship of war would 
be supplied from the snore with provisions. 
The reply was in the negative ; and the 
ships in the harbor being continually an
noyed by the riflemen from behind the 
buildings and ware-houses on the wharft, 
H was determined to dislodge them by des
troying the town.

Previous notice was given, that the wo- 
men, children, and other innocent persons, 
might remove from the danger. The en
trance of the new year was signalized at four 
o’clock in the morning, by a violent cannon
ade from the Liverpool, two sloops of war, 
and the governor’s armed ship the Dun- 
more, seconded by parties of sailors and 
marines, who landed and fired the houses 
next the water. Where buildings, instead 
of being covered with tile, slate, or lead, arc 
covered with shingles, (thin light pieces of 
fir or cedar, half a yard in length, and about 
six inches broad) let the wind be ever so 
moderate, they will, upon being fired, be 
likely to communicate the conflagration to a 
distance, should the weather be dry, by the

z
/
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burning shingles being driven by the force 
of die flames to the tops of other houses.
* Thus the whole town was reduced to ash- 
éa, that the Americans might have no shel
ter, «houId they be inclined to establish a 
post on the xpot. A few men were billed 
and wou nded at the burning of Norfolk, the 
post populous and considerable town for 
commerce, of any in Virginia. It contained 
about 6000 inhabitants, and many in affluent 
circumstances. The whole foes was esti - 
pasted at more that three hundred thousand 
pounds, sterling. However urgent the ne. 
ceasity, it was an odkme sight to see the go. 
vemof, Lord Dunmore, a principal actor in 
burning and destroying the beet town in his 
government. The horrid distress brought 
upon numbers of innocent persons, by theaa 
operations! must wound the feelings of alt 
who; are not burdened by a party sprçit, ' ÿâ 

While matters were thus transacting, in, 
America, the jninwtry at home gave into 
great expenses, to supply the army at Bos. 
ton with frçah provision» and other articles. 
Sir Peter Parker end Earl Cornwallis, with 
the Acteoo and Thunder bomb sailed, from 
Portsmouth fqr Corke, to convoy the troops» 
and transports there to America 4 but, aw. 
ing to some delays, the fleet did not sail be
fore the 13th of February. -It consisted of 
forty-three sail, and about 3500 troops. ;U

*W*. , - jf

—
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On the i 4th of March, afresh attempt 
was made in the house of lords, to prevent 
a continuance of hostilities, which so far 
succeeded, that in the May following, letters 
patent, by his majesty’s orders, passed under 
the great seal*constituting Lord Howe and 
Gen. Howe, to be his majesty’s commis
sioners for restoring peace to the colonies in 
North America, and for granting pardon to 
such of his majesty’s subjects there, then in 
rebellion, as should deserve the royal mercy. 
The same month Commodore Hotham, 
with all the transports, having the first di
vision of Hessians on board, sailed from St. 
Helen’s for North America. But let us re
turn to Canada, and attend to w hat was go
ing forward in that nuartcr.

The blockade of Quebec was continued ; 
but the fears of the Americans were great, 
as they had no more than 400 men to do 
duty, while there were upwards of three 
times the number in the city ; they were 
in daily expectationthat the besieged would 
sally out upon them. At length a small re
inforcement arrived, which enabled them 
to take a little more rest, though the army 
was again soon reduced by the small-pox 
that brojee out among them.

Towards the end of May, several regi
ments arrived from England, and the British 
forces in Canada were estimated at about 
13,000 men. The general rendezvous was 

H 2



I

/
o'

I

90 The History or

appointed to be at Three Rivers, half way 
between Quebec and Montreal. The Ame
ricans now formed a plan to surprise the Bri
tish troops, and for that purpose marched 
under cover of the night, on the 8th of June, 
in order to attack them a little before day
break. Gen. Thompson, who commanded 
in this expedition, had procured a Canadian

f;uide, who was either ignorant or unfaith- 
ul ; for, a little before sun rise, he found 

his forces were out of the proper road. They 
returned, but losing their way by the side 
of the river, they were soon in view of some 
of the enemy’s boats, between which and the 
flanking party several balls were exchanged. 
They then quickened their pace, and con
tinued advancing in sight of the shipping, 
with drums beating and fifes playing, as 
they knew they w-ere discovered. The ge- 
iieritl, judging there was no possibility of 
parsing the ships, without being exposed to 
alflfccir fire, and yet determining to persist 
in the expedition, filed off at a right angle 
from the river. He meant totake a circuitous 
route, and enter the town on the backside. A 
bad morass interposed, the troops entered it, 
imdthe men werealntost mired. About nine 
o’clock, they came to a cleared spot, formed, 
find got into some order about ten: They ad
vanced, but before the rear had got off the 
place of formation, the front received aheavy 
ire from the enemy, which struck them witk
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terror. The fire was instantly repeated, and 
though the balls flew over the heads of the 
troops without doing any material execu
tion, they gave way, and crowded back, in 
the utmost confusion, w hich left them with- ^ 
out a leader, so that every one did as he 
pleased. They turned their faces up the 
river and hastened through the swamp as 
fast as possible. Abcfut eleven they b£an to 
collect, and soon learned from the Canadi
ans, that the enemy had sent a detachment, 
with several field-pieces by land, to cut off 
their retreat, and a party by water, to seize 
their boats. About four they were told, that 
the enemy had secured the bridge before 
them, w hich it was supposed they must pass. 
They w ere also convinced that a large body 
were closely in their rear. Col. Maxwell or
dered all who had collected together to halt, 
called the officers to him, and said, “ What 
shall we do ? Shall we fight those in the front 
or in the rear ? Shall we tamely submit ? or 
shall we turn off into the woods, and each 
man shift for himself ?” The last proposal 
was preferred, but the enemy was so near, 
that the rear of the Americans was expos
ed to another tremendous fire, while going 
down the hill into the woods, but the balls 
flew over them without injuring any. The 
person, who was intrusted with the care of 
the boats, had removed them in time to a 
secure place ; so that the loss of the A me-
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ricans, which must otherwise have been 
much greater, amounted only to about 200 
prisoners.

The troops that escaped began to collect 
about ten the next day, and by noon were 
considerably numerous. They got along by 
degrees, and by sun set the day following ar
rived opposite Sorel., Gen. Thompson and 
Col. Irwin, the second ip command, with 
some other officers were taken. The kill
ed and wounded of the king’s troops were 
trifling.

The king’s forces havineioined at Three 
Rivers, proceeded by lanoand water to So
rel, off which the fleet arrived in the even
ing a few hours after the rear of the Ame
ricans had left it. A considerable body was 
landed, and the command of the column giv
en to" Gen. Bur^oyne, with instructions to

Sursue the èontinental army up the river to 
t. Johns, but without hazarding any thing 

till another column on his right should be 
able to co-operate with him. Sir Guy Carle- 
ton’s extraordinary precaution to put no
thing to hazard, when not absolutely neces
sary, gave the Americans the opportunity 
of escaping. Had Burgoyne been instruct
ed to press on with the utmost expedition, 
great numbers of the provincials must have 
been made prisoners, and but few would 
have crossed Lake Champlain. Thus end
ed the expedition against Quebec.
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To return to Boston. The British Com
modore, Banks, omitting to leave cruisers in 
the bay, afforded an opportunity to the Ame
rican privateers of taking a number of High
landers. Three days after his quitting it, 
the George and Annabella transports enter
ed, after a passage of seven weeks from Scot
land, during the course of which they had 
not an opportunity of speaking with a sin
gle vessel that could give them the smallest 
information of the British troops having 
evacuated Boston. They were attacked ii> 
the morning by four privateers, with whom 
they engaged till the evening, when the 
privateers bore away, and the transports 
pushed for Boston harbor, not doubting 
but they should there receive protection* 
either from a fort or ship of force stationed 
for the security of British vessels. They 
stood up for Nantaskct road, when an Arne* 
rican battery opened upon them, which waa 
the first serious proof they had of the situ* 
ation of affairs at the port to which they were 
destined. They were too jar embayed ta 
retreat, as the w'ind had died away, and tht> 
tide was half expended. The privateers, 
with which they had been engaged, joined 
by two others, made towards them. They 
prepared for action ; but, by some misfor
tune, the Annabella got aground so far 
astern of the George, that the latter expect
ed but a feeble support from her musketry.

■
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About eleven at night, the privateers an- 
chored close by, and hailed them to strike 
the British flag. The mate of the George, 
and every sailor on board, the captain ex
cepted, refused to fight any longer ; but the 
officers and privates of the 71st regiment 
stood to their quarters till all their ammu
nition was expended, when they were forc
ed to yield. They had eightprivntes and a 
major killed besides 17 w ounded. The num
ber of Highlanders taken were 267 privates, 
48 officers, besides Lieut. Col. Campbell.

Op the 25th of June, Gen. Howe arrived 
at Sandy Hook in the Greyhound frigate. 
He soon received from Gov. Tryon a full 
account of the state and disposition of the 
province, as well as of the strength of the 
Americans. Gen. Washington’s army was 
•mall, rather below 9000 fit for duty. Of 
this little army it was said, at least 2000 
were wholly destitute of arms, and nearly as 
many with arms In such condition as to be 
rather calculated to discourage than animate 
the user. On the 2d of July, Gen. Howe’s 
troops took possession of Staten Island.

On the first of July, congress resolved 
itself into a committee of the whole upon 
the subject of independence j but neither 
colonies nor members being unanimou#) it 
was postponed till the next day. On the 
fourth, they had it under further considera- 
tiqn, when the declaration of independence
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was agreed to and adopted. The title of it 
was.

“ A declaration by the Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress as
sembled.”

The preamble follows in these words.— 
44 When, in the course of human events, it 
becomes necessary for one people to dissolve 
the political bands which have connected 
them with another, and to assume, among 
the powers of the earth, the separate and 
equal station, to which the laws of nature 
and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent 
respect to the opinions of mankind re
quires that they should declare the causes 
which impel them to the separation.

“ We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal—that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unali
enable rights, that among these are life,liber
ty and the pursuit of happiness—That to se
cure these rights, governments are institut
ed among men, deriving their just powers 
from the consent of the governed—that 
whenever any form of government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is the right of 
the people to alter or abolish it, and to insti
tute a new government, laying its founda
tion on such principles, and organizing 
its powers in such form, as to them shall
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seem most likely to effect their safety and 
happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate, 
that governments long established, should 
not be changed for light and transient causes ; 
and accordingly all experience hath shown, 
that mankind are more disposed to suffer, 
while evils are sufferable, than to right them
selves by abolishing the forms to which they 
are accustomed. But when a long train of 
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably 
the same object, evinces a design to reduce 
them under absolute despotism, it is their 
right, it is their duty, to throw off such go
vernment, and to provide new guards for 
their future security. Such has been the pa
tient sufferance of these colonies, and such 
Is now the necessity which constrains them to 
alter their former systems of government.”

The declaration proceeds to give a histo
ry of repeated injuries and usurpation, all 
having in direct object the establishment of 
an absolute tyranny over those states.

On the 8th of July, at twelve o’clock the 
declaration of independence was proclaim- 
ed at the state house in Philadelphia, amidst 
the greatest acclamations. The next day, 
in "consequence of general orders, it was 
read at the head of each brigade of the 
continental army at New-York, and every 
where received with loud huzzas, and the 
utmost demonstrations of joy. The same 
evening, the equestrian statue of the king
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was laid prostrate on the ground, and the 
lead of which it was made was doomed to be 
run into bullets.

On thé 14tht)f August, Lord Dunmore 
<]uittcd Virginia, and joined the British for
ces. He arrived with Lord Campbell and 
Sir Peter Parker off Statcn-lsland. His lord- 
ship continued on the coasts, and in the ri
vers of Virginia, till the closeness and filth 
of the small vessels, in which the fugitives 
were crowded, together with the heat of the 
weathéé, the badness and scarcity of water 
and provisions, produced a pestilential fever 
which made great havoc, especially among 
the negroes, many of whom were swept away. 
When at length every place was shut against 
him, and neither water not provisions Were 
to be obtained, but at the expense of blood, 
it was found necessary to burn several of the 
smaller and least valuable vesséls, to pre
vent theirfaliing into the hands of the Ame
ricans, and to send the remainder, w ith the 
exiled friends of government, to seek shelter 
in Florida, Bermuda, and t heWest-Indies.

Lord Hovye arrived off Halifax towards 
the end of June, and from thence proceeded 
to NcW-Yofk, and reached Statcn-Islbnd by 
the 12th of July. From thence he sent on 
shore by a flag to Amboy, a circular letter, 
together with a declaration to several of the 
late governors of the colonies, acquainting 
them with his pow ers, and desiring them to

X
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publish the same as generally as possible, 
for the information of thé people. But it 
was now too late to Jjring them back to the 
obedience of the mother country, since the 
declaration of independence had been «Very 
where}. solemnly read. l

In the month of August, Gen. Howe Rid
ing himself sufficiently strong to attempt 
something, resolved on making a descent, 
on Long-Island. The necessary measures 
being taken by the fleet for covering the de
scent, the army was landed, without oppo
sition, between two small towns, Utretcht 
and Gravesend, not far from the Narrows, 
on the nearest shore to Staten-Island.

On this island are several passes through 
the mountains or hills, which are easily de
fensible, being very narrow, and the lands 
high and mountainous on each side. These 
were the only roads that (fculcl be passed 
from the south side of the hills to the Ame
rican lines, excepta road leading round the 
easterly end of the hills to Jamaica. An early 
attention had been given to the importance 
of these passes. To the second of them, the 
small American parties, petroling on the 
coasts, retired upon the approach of the Bri
tish boats with the troops. Lord Cornwallis 
pushed en immediately with the reserve find 
some other forces ; but finding the Ameri
cans in possession of the pass, in compli
ance with orders he risked no attack.
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The Americans had on çiich of the three 
passes or roads a guard of"»00 men ; and to 
the cast of them in the wood, Col. Miles 
was placed with his/oattalion to guard the 
roàtl from the somn of the hills to Jamaica, 
and tir Aj atcli -thÉ motion of the enémy on 
that side, with orders to keep a party con
stantly reconnoitring to and across the Ja
maica road. The sentinels were so placed 
as to keep a continual communication be
tween the three guards on the three roads.

On the 2G:h of August, Gen. Howe, 
having fully settled a plan of-surprise, Gen. 
de Heistcr, with his Hessians, took post at 
Flatbush in the evening, 4nd composed the 
centre. About nine o’clock the same'night, 
the principal army, containing much the 
greater part of the British forces, under the 
commands of Gen. Clinton, Earl Piercy, 
and Lord Cornwallis, marched in order to 
gain the road leading round the easterly end 
of the hills to Jamaica, and so to turn the 
left of the Americans. Col. Miles whose 
duty it was to guard,this road, suffered the 
British to march not less than six miles, till 
they were near two miles in,the rear of the 
guards, before he discovered and gave no
tice of their approach.

The next day, before day-break, Gen. 
Cliirtbn arrived within half a mile of the 
road, when he halted, and settled his disposi
tion for the attack. One of his patroles fell

/
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in with g patrol of American oEcers on 
horseback who were trepanned and made 
prisoner^. Gen. Sullivan, though in expec
tation that they would bring him intelli
gence neglected sending out a fresh patrol 
on finding himself disappointed. Clinton, 
learning from the captured oEcers, that the 
Americans had not occupied the road, de
tached ju battalion of light infantry to secure 
it, and,' advancing with his troops upon the 
first appearance of day, possessed himself çf 
the heights that commanded the road. > 

About midnight, thdguard, consisting all 
of Npw-Yorkers and Pennsylvanians, per
ceiving that there was danger at hand, fled 
w ithout firing a gun, and carried to Get). 
Parsons, who commanded them, the account 
of tlje enemy’s advancing in great numbers 
by trial road. Gen. Grant’s movements were 
to divert the attention of the Americans 
from the left, where the main attack was to 
be made by Gen. Clinton. By day-light, 
Gel». ParsOns perceived, that the British 
were got through the wood, and were de
scending on the north side. He took twenty 
ofihis fugitivé guard, being all he could col
lect, and posted them on a height in front of 
the British, about half a mile distant, which 
halted their column, and gave time for 
liotd Sterling to come up w ith hi) forces, 
apiounting to about 1500, who possessed
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himself of a hill about two miles from the 
camp.

The engagement began soon after day
break, by the Hessians from Flatbush under 
Gen. Hcister, aqd by Gen. Grant on tie 
coast ; and a warm cannonade, with a brisk 
fire of small arms, were eagerly supported 
on both sides for some considerable tipyfe. 
The Americans opposing Gen. Heister were 
the first who were apprised of the march of 
the British troops under General Clinton. 
They accordingly retreated in large bodies, 
and in tolerable order, to recover their 
camp ; but they were soon interrupted by 
the right wing under Gen. Clinton, who, 
having halted and refreshed his forces after 
passing the heights, continued his march 
and getting into the rear uf the left of the 
Americans, about half past eight o'clock, 
attacked them with his light infantry and 
light dragoons, while quitting the heights 
to return to their lines. They were driven 
back, and again met the Hessians, and thus 
were they alternately chased and intercepts 
ed. In these desperate circumstances, some 
of their regiments, overpowered and out 
numbered as they were, forced their way 
to the camps through all the dangers with 
which they were pressed.

The Americans under Lord Stirling, who 
were engaged with Gen. Grant, behaved 
with great bravery and resolution ; hut were

I 2
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so late in their knowledge of what passed 
elsewhere, that their retreat was intercepted 
by some of the British troops, who, besides 
turning the hills and the American left, had 
traversed the whole extent of country in 
their rear. Several broke through the en
emy’s lines and got into the woods.- Gen. 
Parsons, with a small party, escaped by do
ing the same ; numbers threw themselves 
ih the marsh at Gorvan’s Cove, some were 
drowned, and others perished in the mud. 
However a considerable body escaped to the 
lines. The nature of the country, and the 
variety of the ground, occasioned a contin
uance and extension of small engagements, 
pursuits and slaughter, which lasted for 
.many hours before the scene closed.

The British troops displayed great v alor 
and activity on this occasion. So impetu
ous was their ardor, that it was with difficul
ty they could be restrained, by Gen.Howe’s 
orders, from attacking the American lines. 
They would probably have entered them, 
had not the works been completed the night 
before the action, by closing an opening on 
the right, and placing an abbattis before it. 
The Americans were most completely sur- 
prised and effectually entrapped. Col. Small
wood’s Maryland regiment suffered ex
tremely, and was almost cut to pieces, losing 
Ç59 men. The loss was much regretted, on 
tcçomit of their be i ng young men of the best
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families in the country. All who were en» 
gaged in the actions of this day did not dis
play the same courage ; nor was it to be ex- 
pected from such raw troops. Many escaped 
from the want of discipline ; for they broke 
at the sight of danger and saved themselves 
By flight, w hereas otherwise they must have 
been killed or taken. Large bodies how
ever were captured. Gen. Sullivan, Lord 
Stirling, and Gen. Udell, besides three co
lonels, four lieutenant-colonels, three ma.

• jors, eighteen captains', forty-three lieuten- 
ants, eleven ensigns, an adjutant, three sur
geons, and"two volunteers, were made pri
soners, together with 1006 privates, in all 
1097. As among the prisoners the wound
ed were included, an allowance of between 
four and five hundred for killed, drowned, 
perished in the woods, the mud and the like, 
may be reckoned about the mark ; the loss 
of the British, in killed and wounded, did 
not exceed three hundred and eighteen, of 
whom only sixty-one were killed. After 
the battle, the Americans retreated to New- 
York, to which place they crossed over un
der the favor of a fog, taking with them all 
their military stores, and leaving nothing 
behind them but a few pieces of cannon and 
some trifling matters.
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Memorable events recorded in this chapter.
Anno 1776.

Gen. Howe evacuates Boston.
Norfolk in Virginia burnt.
Sir Peter Parker and Earl Cornwallis sail 

for America.
The blockade of Quebec continued.
The Americans raise the blockade and re, 

treat.
A number of Highlanders taken In Boston 

bay.
Declaration of American independence.
Gen. Howe lands the royal army on Long- 

Island, and drives the Americans off it»

CHAP. VI.

AFTER the affair of Long-Island, en
deavors were used by the Americans 

to keep up the spirits of the people, by puf
fing accounts of the extraordinary bravery 
of their troops, and the destruction they 
mode of the enymy. But that matters were 
not very promising appears from a letter of 
General Mercer, who commanded the flying 
camp, dated September 4th, wherein he 
writes : “ General Washington has not, 
so far as 1 have seen, five thousand men 
to be depended on for the service of a cam, 
paign ; and I have not one thousand. Both
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our armies are composed of raw militia, 
perpetually fluctuating between the camp 
and their farms ; poorly armed, and still 
worse disciplined. These are not a match 
for, were their numbers equal to, veteran 
troops, well fitted and urged on by able offi
cers. Numbers and discipline must at last 
prevail. Giving soldiers, or éven the lower 
orders of mankind, the choice of officers 
will for ever mar the discipline of armies.”

Gen. Howe, having fully prepared for a 
descent on New-York Island, embarked a 
strong division of the army under the com
mand of Gen. Clinton and others, in boats, 
at the head of Newtown inlet# and at ano
ther place higher up, where they could not 
be observed by the Americans, whoexpect- 
ed the attack would be made on the side next 
to the East-river,, and had therefore thrown 
up lines apd works to defend themselves.

On the 15th of September, about eleven 
o’clock, Gen. Howe’s troops landed, under 
the cover of five ships of war, in two divis
ions, the Hessians in one place, and the Bri
tish in another. As soon as Gen. Washing
ton heard the firing of the men of war, he 
rode with all dispatch towards-the lines; but 
to his great mortification, found, the troops 
posted in them retreating wki> the utmost 
precipitation ; and those ordered to support 
them, Parsons’s and Fellows’ Brigade, fly
ing in every direction, and in the greatest
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confusion. His attempts to stop them were 
fruitless, though/he drew his sword, threa
tened to run them through, and cocked and 
snapped his‘pisfols.

On the appearance of a small party of the 
enemy, not more than sixty or seventy, their 
disorder was encreased, and they ran off 
without firing a single shot, leaving the ge
neral in a hazardous situation, so that nis 
attendants to extricate him out of it, caught 
the bridle of his horse, and gave him a dif
ferent direction.

Three large ships were Stationed ih the 
North-river, opposite to those on the East- 
river, and both kept up a constant cannon
ading with grape-shot and langrage quite 
across the island. The Hessians, upon 
their landing, seized and secured, in à neigh
boring building, as enemies, sbttie persons 
who nad been placed there to serve as 
guides, Which-for a while vubjedtid them 
to a difficulty.

When the regulars Wde cd'môletclÿ land
ed, they advanced towards the Kingsbridge 
road. The American brigades, Wnîqh had 
fled bn the erietny's approaching the iiriéfe, 
did not stop till they were met by Col. G16- 
ver’e and five other brigades, who were has
tening (loWn to them. AsSoonas they ioindd 
the whole marched forward; arid took post 
on some heights, when suddenly 8000 of the 
enemy appeared on the next height, and
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halted. Gen. Washington at first consented 
that his troops should march forward, and 
give them battle ; but, on a second consider
ation, he gave counter orders, as he could 
not have any dependence on the militia and 
the flying camp, which composed half the 
number then present- When the Americana 
retired and no prospect of action remained, 
the English took possession of New.York.

Gen. Washington, while moving the army 
from New-York, into the country, was care
ful to march and form the troops, so as to . 
make a front towards the enemy, from East 
Chester almost to White Plains, on the east 
side of the highway, thereby to secure the 
march of those who were behind on their 
right and to defend the removal of the sick, 
cannon and other matters of consequence ; 
but the want of many necessary articles con
siderably retarded their march.

On the 25th of October, the royal army 
moved in two columns, and took a position 
they thought the most advantageous. On 
the 28th, an action took place between the 
contending forces, at White Plains, and tho 
not a general engagement, both parties met 
with considerable loss. The Americans 
sustained the various attacks made on their 
lines with becoming firmness.

On the last day of October, Gen. Howe, 
being joined by the troops from Lord Piercy, 
made dispositions for attacking the Ameri-



can lines early the next morning ; but an 
extreme wet night and morning prevented 
the execution at the time appointed, and it 
was not attempted afterwards, though the 
day proved fair. Gen. Washington gained 
intelligence of his danger from a deserter, 
when he drew off most of his troops at night, 
totally evacuated his camp early in the morn
ing of the first of November, and took high
er ground towards the North Castle dis
trict j leaving a strong rear guard on ‘the 
heights and in the woods of White Plains. 
Orders were given by Gen. Howe to attack 
this corps ; but the execution of it was
prevented by a violent rain. ,

Though the affair at White Plains made 
so much noise at the time in which it hap-

fiened, the Americans soon after retreated, 
eaving the English in possession of New- 

York and the Jerseys. Gen. Lee is taken 
prisoner, and carried to New*York.

December 26, General Washington, 
made a descent on Jersey, and at Trenton 
surprised and took prisoners 23 Hessian of
ficers, and 886 men. In the evening he re- 
passed the Delaware, with his'prisoners. ;

From this period to the month of Juhe, 
1777, nothing passed in Jersey but ont con
tinued scene of blood and slaughter among detached parties, without any decisive ad
vantages being gained by either side. On fhc 
30th of June, at ten o’clock in the morning,
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the English troops began to cross over to 
Staten-lsland, and the rear guard passed at 
two in the afternoon, without the least ap. 
pearance of an enemy. Thus they evacu
ated the Jerseys, to enter upon new con
quests, in hopes of reducing the United 
States, to unconditional submission.

Let us now turn to the British operations 
in the North, which were taken out of the 
hands of Sir Guy Carleton, and committed 
to the charge of Gen. Burçoync. The forces 
allotted to them, consisting of British and 
German troops, amounted to more than 
7000 men, exclusive of the artillery corps. 
A powerful train of brass artille'ry was fur
nished, probably the finest, and the most 
excellently supplied, as to officers and pri
vate men, that had ever been destined to 
Second the operations of an army not ex
ceeding the present number. The army 
was, in every respect, in the best condition, 
the troops were in the highest spirits, admi
rably disciplined, and uncommonly healthy.

The main body under Gen. Burgoyne, 
proceeded up'Lake Champlain, landed and 
encamped dt no great distance from Crown 
Point, where he met the Indians in con-* 
press, and afterwards, in compliance with 
their customs, gave them a ,war feast. He 
made a speech to them, calculated to excite 
their ardor in the common cause and at the 
same time to repress their barbarity. He

/ /
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conjured them to kill those only who oppos
ed them in arms ; that old men, women, 
children, and prisoners, should be held sa
cred from the knife or hatchet, even in the 
heat of actual conflict ; that they should 
scalp those only whom they had slain in fair 
opposition ; but that under no pretence 
should they scalp the wounded, or even dy
ing, much less kill persons in that condi
tion : they were promised a compensation 
for prisoners, but informed, that they should 

\be called to account for scalps.
On the near approach of the right wing of 

the royal army on the Ticonderoga side, the 
Americans abandoned their works towards 
Lake George, and left Gen. Phillips to pos
sess the advantageous post of Mount Hope, 
without making any resistance, which 
would have been ineffectual, and could have 
answered no good purpose. That apparent 
supifteness and want of vigor, with which 
they were chargeable, was not occasioned 
by cowardice, but actual imbecility.

Gen. Burjjoyne’s troops proceeded with 
much expedition, in the construction of their 
works, the bringing up of artillery, stores, 

, and provisions ; but what gave tl(e greatest 
alarm, vis, the rapid progress they made in 
clearing a road, and getting aitillery on Sii-

far Hill. When once they had erected a 
attcry on this height, only a few hours
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mote would have been required to have in
vested the Americans on all sides.

Gen. St. Clair, having received intelli
gence by spies, that in twenty-four hours 
the investure would be completed, when he 
should be cut off from all possibility of suc
cor, Gen. Schuyler not having fdrce suffi
cient at Fort Edward to relieve hftn he de
termined to evacuate his posts, thdtrgti he 
knew it would produce such astonishment 
as had not happened since the commence
ment of the war/He plainly perceived, that 
if he continued there, he should lose the ar- 
kiy, but save his character ; whereas, by 
abandoning the place, he should save the 
army, and lose his character. A council of 
war was called, and it was unanimously con
cluded upon to evacuate as soon as possible.

At two o’clock in the morning of July the 
6th, Gen. St. Clair left Ticonderoga. About 
three the troops were put in motion for 
the evacuation of the Mount ; but Fer- 
tnoy having set fire to his house, contrary 
to positive orders, the whole Mount was 
enlightened by it, so that the enemy had 
an opportunity of seeing every thing that
?assed, which damped the spirits of the 

Lmericans, and induced them to push off 
in a disorderly manner.

In the mornutg, Gen. Frazer, perceiving 
the evacuation, and that the Ameriotms were 
retiring, commenced a pursuit with his bri-
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gaclc, consisting oflthe light troops, grena
diers, and some otWer corps. Gen.Reidesel, 
with most of the Bturrswickers, was order
ed by Gen. BurgoynXto join in the pursuit 
either to support Frazer, or to act separate
ly. The latter continued the pursuit through 
the day, and receiving intelligence, that St 
Clair’s rear was at no'grçst di^taftcf, he or- 
dered his troops to lie that night on their 
arms. In the morning he came up with the 
Americans, commanded by Col. Warner, 
who had, besides his own, the regiments of 
eolonels Francis and Hale. The British ad- 
vanced boldly, and the two bodies formed 
within about 60 yards of each other. Frazer 
began the attack about seven o’clock, ex- 
peeling every moment to be joined by Rei- 
descl, and apprehending, that if he delayed, 
the enemy would escape. Hale being ap
prised of the danger, never brought his re
giment to the charge, but fled ; so that War
ner could bring into action no more than 
about 700 men. The conflict was bloody : 
Francis fell fighting with great bravery, and 
Warner, his officers and soldiers, behaved 
with much resolution and gallantry ; so that 
the British broke and gave way, but soop 
formed again, and running on the Ameri
cans with their bayonets, the latter were put 
into nosmall confusion, which wasentreased 
by the critical arrival of Gen. Reidescl with 
the foremost of his column,consisting of th*
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chasseur company, and eighty grenadiers 
and light infantry, who were immediately led 
into action. The Americans now fled on all 
sides. Gen. St. Clair heard when the firing 
began, and would have supported Warner, 
but the troops that were nearest, two militia 
regiments, would not obey orders, and the 
others were at too great a distance. Hale, 
who had attempted to get off by flight, tell in 
with an inconsiderable party of British, and 
surrendered himself and a number of his 
men prisoners. The Americans lost 324 in 
killed, wounded and prisoners, and among 
the last were 12 officers. The royal troops, 
including British and German, had not less 
than 183 killed and wounded.

The evacuation of Ticonderoga and 
Mount Independence surprised Gen. Wash
ington, and spread astonishment and terror 
through the New-England states. The ge
neral was led to believe that the garrison was 
much stronger. The Massachusetts’ gen
eral court were faulty, in hot having season
ably forwarded their quota of troops agree
able to the requisition'of congress.

Let us now return to see what was doing 
by Gen. Howe. The British fleet and array 
which by at Sandy Hook, were destined for 
the reduction of Philadelphia, in pursuance 
of a plan which had been settled between Sir 
William Howe and Lord George Germain, 
but did not sail till the 23d of July. The 

K 2
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land fo-vcs consisted of thirty-six British 
and Hessian battalions, including the light 
infantry and grenadiers, with a powerful ar
tillery, a New-York corps, called Queen’s 
Rangers, and a regiment of light horse, es
timated all together at about 16,000 men. 
The fleet consisted of 267 sail. Gen. Howe’s 
thu% abandoning Burgoyne, equally excited 
the astonishment of friends and enemies.

On the 14th of June the Congress resolv
ed that the flag of the thirteen United States 
be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white ; 
that the union be thirteen stars, white in a 
blue field, representing a new constellation.

It was not till the third of September that 
the royal army began to move forwards. On 
its advancing near to the Americans, these 
abandoned their ground, perceiving that it 
would not answer their first expectation. 
They crossed Brandywine at Chad’s ford, 
and took possession of the heights on the 
east side of it, with an evident intention of 
disputing the passage of the river ; but the 
superior numbers of the regular forces at 
last obliged them to retire.

A little after sunrise on the 11th of Sep
tember, a warm engagement commenced, 
which lasted till the approach of night. On 
this occasion, the Americans shewed great 
resolution and courage ; but a few hours 
more of day light might have so animated 
the conquerors, notwithstanding their fa
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tigue,as to have occasioned those exertions, 
which would have produced a total and 
ruinous defeat to the Americans. It was 
said by the Americans themselves, that in 
this action, their loss in killed, wounded and 
prisoners, was about twelve or thirteen hun
dred ; and that the royal army did not suffer 
on their part, short of seven or eight hun
dred in killed and wounded. The Ameri
cans also lost ten small field pieces, and a 
howitzer, of which all but one were brass.

The evening after the battle, a party of 
regulars was sent to Wilmington, who took 
the governor of the Delaware state, Mr. 
M‘Kmley, out of his bed, and possessed 
themselves of a shallop lying in the creek, 
loaded with the rich effects of some of the 
inhabitants, together with the public re
cords of the county, and a large quantity of 
public and private money, besides articles 
of plate, and other things.

After various motions of the royal army, 
on the 26th of September, General Howe 
made his triumphal entry into Philadelphia, 
with a small part of his army, w here he was 
most cordially received by the generality of 
the Quakers, and a few other royalists. The 
bulk of his troops were left in and about 
Germantown, a village forming one conti
nued street for near two miles. Gen. Wash
ington’s army was encamped near Ship- 
pach-crcek, about eighteen miles from
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thence. The congress on the loss of Phi
ladelphia removed to Yorktown- 

, To return to the northern army, under 
the command of Gen. Burgoyne. Several 
action» took- place, between the Americana 
and regular», in the intended march of the 
British toward» Albany. In these different 
skirmishes, the regulars suffered very con
siderably, as well as the Indians in their 
interest. The principal action happened at 
Benaiogton, in which the Americana took 
from the English four brass field pieces, 
twelve drum», 250 dragoon swords, four 
ammunition waggons, and about 700 pri
soners, among whom was Lieut, Col. Baum.

On the 30th of August, the English com- 
mander had occasion to write to Gcu. Gates, 
and in hi» letter complained of inhumanity 
exercised towards the provincial soldiers i4 
the king’s service, after the affair of Ben
nington, and then hinted at retaliation. Gen, 
Gates; in his answer of Sept, the 2d, inva
lidated the charge, and then retorted the In
dian cruelties, which he imputed to Aiuv 
goy ne, aayine, “ Mis* M‘ Rea, a young la
dy, lovely to the sight, pf virtuous character 
and amiable disposition, engaged to an offi
cer in your army, was with other women and 
Children, taken out of a house near Font 
Edward, carried into the woods, and there 
murdered and mangled in a most shocking 
manner. Two parents, with thejr six chil-
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«Iren, were all scalped and treated with the 
same inhumanity, while quietly residing in 
their once happy and peaceful dwellings. 
The miserable fate of Miss M‘Rea was par- 
ticularly aggravated, by her being dressed 
to receive her promised husband, when she 
met her murderer employed by you,. Up. 
wards of one hundred men, women and 
children, have perished by the hpada of the 
ruffians, to whom, it is asserted, you have 
paid the price of blood.” Gen. Burguyne, 
in his reply of the 6th of the aame month, 
vindicated his own character t shewed that 
Miss M‘Rea’s death was no premeditated 
barbarity, and declared, that every other 
charge exhibited by Gen. Gates, wa# ill. 
founded and erroneous.

The murder of Miss M‘Rea exasperated 
the Americans, and from that and other cru
elties occasion was taken to blacken the 
royal party and army. The people detested 
that army which accepted of such Indian 
aid, and loudly reprobated that government 
which could call m such auxiliaries. Gen, 
Gates was not deficient in aggravating, by 
several publications, the excesses that had 
taken place, and with no small advantage 
to his own military operations.,

On the 18th of September, Gen. Bur- 
goyne, having bepn very short of provi
sions, at length received a supply for about 
thirty days, together with other necessary
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stores. He then resolved upon passing the 
Hudson’s river with the army, which hav
ing executed, he encamped on the heights 
and on the plains of Saratoga. The Ameri
cans, observing the motions of the royal 
army, marched out 3000 strong, in order 
to attack him, but found that to be pruden- 
tially impracticable. However, they dret* 
up in full view of him, and there remained 
till dark.
The next day some of the American scout

ing parties fell in with those of the British* 
âno with great boldness began the attaefc 
about one o’clock at noon. The firing waa 
no sooner heard by Gen. Phillips, than he 
made his way with a part of the artillery; 
through the woods* and rendered essential 
services. Each commander supported, re
inforced, and ordered different regiments té 
engage. The battle was hot and obstinate on 
both sides, till about half past two o’clock* 
when it ceased for half an hotir. The AmerK 
can and British lines being fully formed, thé 
action was renewed, and became general at 
three. Both armies appeared determined tô 
Conqueror die, and there was one continual 
blaze of fire for three hours w i thout intermis
sion ; the report of the muskets resembled 
an incessant roll-beating on a number of 
drums.—The Americans and British alter, 
nately drove and were driven by each other. 
Three British regiments, the 20th, the 21st,
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and the 62d, were in a constant and close 
fire for near fovjr hours. All suffered con- 
siderable loss : the 62d, which was 500 
strong when itleft Canada, was now reduced 
to less than 60mcn, and to four or fi vp officers. 
Few actions have been characterised, by 
more obstinacy in attack or defence, tb*» was 
the present. Both parties claimed thç victory, 
tho neither had much advantage to boast of.

From this time till near the middle of Oc
tober, battles and skirmishes continually 

-took place between the two armies anc| the 
British were sadly reduced and weakened. 
On the 13th Uen. Burgoy ne, finding that the 
troops had only three daysprovisionsinstore 
on short allowance, and no apparent means 
of retreat remaining, called into council all 
the generals, fieldofficers, and captains com
manding troops. There was not a spot of 
ground in the whole camp for holding the 
council ef war, but what was exposed to can. 
Hon or rifle shot ; and while the council wae 
deliberating, an eighteen pound ball crossed 
,the table. By the unanimous advice of the 
council, the general was induced tq opens 
treaty with Gen. Gates. The first propo
sals pf the latter wçre rejected, and the sixth 
article with disdain, wherein it was requir
ed that the British army shuuld lay down 
their arms in their entrenchments. Bur- 
goy lie’s counter-proposals were unanimous
ly approved> and being sent to Gates were

*>

t
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Igreed to, on the 15th,-without any materi
al alteration.

Gen. Gates being fearful of the conse
quences that might fellow, should Gem 
Vaughan with hiâ troops come up in time 
to Burgoyue’s assistance, determined upon 
bringing the matter to an immediate issue» 
On the morning of the 17th, he got every 
thing in readiness for attacking the royal 
army. This done he took out his watch, the 
time agreed for signing being come» Hé 
then sent Col. Grcaten on horseback to Bur- 
goyne with a message, recurring-the general 
to sign, and allowed hini no more than ten 
minutes to go and return. He was back in 
time, the treaty was signed, all hostile 
uppearances ceased, and the Americans 
marched into the British lines to the tune of 
^Yankee doodle. They were kept there until 
the royal army had marched out of their 
lines, and deposited their arms at the place
^appointed by the treaty. ; !
• -Thedeticacy with which thisbusiness was 
conducted reflects the highest honor upon 
the American general, h intimated that he 
•Was sensible of the mortification attending a 
reverse of fortune, and that he was Unwit
ting to aggravate the painful feelings of th* 
loyal troops, by admitting the Amerloah 
-soldiers to be eye witnesses to the degrading 
spectacle ot piling their arms. When the 
tarms weredeposited-agreeabkito'treety., the
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royal troops were served with bread by the 
Americans, as they had not any left, nor 
Sour to make it. They had only one day’s 
salt meat remaining.

The treaty was styled, “ A convention 
between Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne and Major 
Gen. Gates.” Among other articles it was 
stipulated, “ That the troops under Lieut. 
Gen. Burgoyne shall march out of their 
camp with the honors of war, and the artil
lery of the entrenchments, to the verge of 
the river, where the arms and artillery are to 
be left.—The arms to be piled by word of 
command from their own officers. A free 
passage to be granted to the royal army to 
Great Britain, upon condition of not serv
ing again in North America during the pre
sent contest ; and the port of Boston to be 
assigned for the entry of transports to re
ceive the troops, whenever Gen. Howe shall 
so order.—The officers baggage not to be 
molested or searched.—During the stay of 
the troops in the Massachusetts Bay, the 
officers arc to be admitted on parole, and to 
be allowed to wear their side-arms.”

The return signed by Gen. Burgovne, at 
the time of the convention, made the British 
army, including Germans, amount to 5791, 
which was very short of the number they 
had on setting out from Canada. The train of 
brass artillery, consisting of 42 pieces, was 
a fine acquisition to the Americans. There
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were aise 4647 muskets, 6000 dozen of car
tridges, besides shot, carcases, shells, 8cc.

Had Clinton advanced in time, Burgoyne 
would have been saved ; but the troops he 
dispatched under General Vaughan amused 
themselves with burning Esopus, a fine vil
lage on the North river below Catskill. Ge
neral Vaughan,with a flood tide, might have 
reached Albany, in four hours, as there was 
no force to hinder him. Had he proceeded 
thither, and burnt the stores, Gates, as he 
himself afterwards declared, must have re
treated into New-England.

Memorable events recorded in this chapter. 

Anno 1776.
Wretched state of the armies under the 

Generals Washington and Gates. 
J^ew-York taken by the royal forces.
The battle of the White Plains.
A body of Hessians defeated at Trenton.

Anno 1777,
General Howe embarks his army from Sta

ten-Island. .
Gen. Burgoyne proceeds to Crown Point. 
Ticonderoga and Mount Independence 

evacuated.
Flag of the United States described,
Battle at the Brandywine.

. ** ;



North America. 183

Account of Miss M‘Rea’s death. 
Americans engage the British under Gen.

Burgoyne. . ,
Distress and calamity of the royal VHjLt..*, 
Gen. Burgoyne baffled in all his designs. 
Signs a convention for the surrender of his 

army.
Esopus burnt by the troops under General 

Vaughan.

CHAP. VII
O WARDS the end of October, 1777,

JL the royal army, under the command of 
Sir William Howe, removed to Philadel- 
phia. Measures being concerted between 
the general and admiral for clearing the De. 
la ware of its obstructions, the former order
ed batteries to be erected on the western or 
Pennsylvania shore, to assist in dislodging 
the Americans from Mud-Island. He also de- ' 
tached a strong body of Hessians across the 
river, who were to reduce the fort at Red- 
bank, while the ships and batteries on the 
other side were to attack Mud-Island. 
Count Donop, in the service of the English, 
was intrusted with the expedition against 
Red-bank, but he failed in the attempt. He 
was mortally wounded and taken prisoner, 
several of his best officers were killed or 
disabled, and the Hessians, after a despa.
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rate engagement, were repulsed. The se
cond in command being also dangerously 
wounded, the detachment was brought off 
by Lieut. Col. Linsing. It is said that the 
royal detachment lost, on this occasion, be
tween four and five hundred men.

The expedition against Mud-Island met 
With better success, the Americans being 
driven from thence, and forced to retire to 
Red-bank.

On the night of the 18th of November, 
Lord Cornwallis marched with a consider
able force, and the next day crossed the De
laware, in his way to Red-bank, which the 
Americans abandoned, leaving behind them 
the artillery and a considerable quantity of 
cannon ball. The English generals con- 
fessed, that the long and unexpected oppo
sition they received from Red-bank and 
Mud-Island, broke in upon their plans for 
llie remainder of the campaign.

Sunday Majfcûd, 1778, Mr. Simeon Deane 
brother to Silas Deane, arrived express from 
France, with very important dispatches.— 
The congres» was immediately convened, 
and the dispatches opened and read, among 
which, to their inexpressible joy, were a 
treaty of commerce and a treaty of alliance, 
concluded between his most Christian Ma
jesty the King of France and the United 
States of America. The treaties the next 
day were duly weighed and considered sepe-
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ratcly and upon each it was unanimously re
solved, “ That the same be, and is hereby 
ratified.” The next resolution was 11 That 
this congress entertain the highest sense of 
the magnanimity and wisdom of his most 
Christian majesty, so strongly'exemplified 
in the treaty of amity and commerce, and the 
treaty of alliance; and the commissioners 
representing these states, at the court of 
France, are directed to present the grateful 
acknowledgmcntsof this congress to has most 
Christian majesty,for his truly magnanimous 
conduct respecting these states, in the said 
generous and disinterested treaties, and to 
assure his majesty, on the part of this con-

Sress, it is sincerely wished, that the friend- 
lip, so happily commenced between France 

and these United States may be perpetual.”
The congress, after receiving the trea

ties, had a stronger feeling of their own im
portance than before, and resolved, ” That 
the commissioners appointed for the courts 
of Spain, Tuscany, Vienna; and Berlin,, 
should live in such stile and manner at their 
respective courts, as they may find suitable 
and necessary to support the dignity of 
their publie character.”

On the fifth of May, they agfeed to a 
draught of An address to the inhabitants 
of the United States of America.” In this- 
publication, when they come to the French 
treaty, tliey say, “ You have still to expect 

L 2



r~

126 The History or

one severe conflict. Your foreign alliances 
though they secure your independence, can- 
ljot secure your country from desolation, 
your inhabitants from plunder, your wives 
from insult or violation, nor your children 
from, butchery. Foiled in the principal de
sign, you must expect to feel the rage of dis
appointed ambition. Arise then ! to your 
tents, and gird you for battle ? It is time to 
turn the headlong current of vengeance upon 
the head of the destroyer.. They have filled 
up the measure of their abominations, and 
like ripe fruit must soon drop from the tree. 
Although much h done, yet much remain» 
to. do. Expect not peace, while any comer 
of America is in the possession of your foe». 
You must drive them away from this land of 
Promise, a land flowing indeed with milk 
and honey. Your brethren at the extremi
ties of the continent already implore vour 
friendship and protection. • ft is your duty 
to grant their request. They hunger and* 
thrist after liberty. Bo it yours to dis-' 
pense to them the heavenly gift. And what 
is there now to prevent it ?”

In the month of May the American fri
gate, Randolph of 36 guns, and 305 men, 
sailed on a cruise from Charlestown. The 
Yarmouth, of 64 guns, discovered her and* 
ive other vessels, and came up with her m 
the evening, papt. Vincent hailed the Ran. 
dolph to boist'colours, or he would fire into

\
V
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her : on which she hoisted American, and 
immediately gave the Yarmouth her broad- 
side, which was returned, and in about a 
quarter of an hour she blew up. Four men 
saved themselves upon a piece of her wreck, 
and subsisted fbr five days upon -nothing 
more than ram water which they sucked 
from a piece of bkmket they had picked up. 
On the fifth, the Yarmouth being in chase 
of a ship, happily discovered them waving. 
The captain humanely suspended th* chase, 
hauled up to the wtccfl, got a boat out and 
brought them on board. -■

On the 7th of May, the second battalions 
of British light infantry, in flat boats, art- 
tended by three gallics end other a^ened 
boats, proceeded up the Delaware, injbnler 
to destroy all the American ships in ves
sels lying in the river between Philadelphia 
and Trenton. They landed the neat morn
ing, advanced towards Bordentown, drove 
the Americans that opposed them, entered 
the town, and humt four store houses con
taining provisions, tobacco, some military 
stores, and camp equipage- The country be
ing alartned, and a strong body collected, 
the battalion crossed to the Pennsylvania 
shore. The next day they resumed their 
operations, and at Sunset embarked and re
turned to Philadelphia. While upon the ex
pedition, they burpt two'flrigates, one of 32, 
the ether of 38 guns ; nine large ships, three
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privateer sloops of 16 guns each, three of 
ten guns, twenty-three brigs, with a num
ber of Sloops and schooners. T wo of the 
ships were loaded with tobacco, rum, and 
military stores.

Gen. Howe was succeeded in the com
mand of the army by Sir Henry Clinton, 
who arrived at Philadelphia on thé eighth of 
May. ii

On the sixth of February the treaties be
tween France and the United States were 
*"*Xned. The aUknee between these two-

vers was known to the Bi itish ministry 
i after they were signed. Mr. Fox, in 

a late in thé house of commons five days 
at 'ards, asserted, that the number of 
mt st to the army, in killed» disabled, 
des- 1, and from various other causes» 
from commencement of hostilities with 
Ame. to that period, amounted to above 
twenty d usand.

On . 7th Lord North introduced his 
concilia.i / propositions. His plan was to 
enable the crown to appoint commissioners 
tp treat with the colonies concerning the 
rheans of putting an end to those unhappy 
contests ; far which five persons were invest
ed with ample powers. His lordship $aid in 
his speech, that Gen. Howe had, in the 
late actions, and in the whole course of the 
campaign, not only in goodness of troops» 
and m all manner of supplies, but %lso in
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point of numbers been much superior to the 
American army that opposed him in the 
field; that Gen. Burgoyne had, until the af
fairât Bennington, been in numbers, nearly 
twice as strong as the army of the enemy ; 
that he promised a great army should be 
sent out, and that a great army nad accord
ingly been sent out, to the amount of 60,000 
men and upwards.

The speech was long, able and eloquent» 
and kept him up two full hours. It was 
heard with profound attention, but without 
a single mark of approbation. A dull mel. 
ancholy silence for some time succeeded. 
Astonishment, dejection and fear, over
clouded the whole assembly. It was con
jectured that some powerful motive had in
duced ministry to adopt such an alteration 
of measures. This idea was confirmed by 
the positive assertion of Mr, Fox, that a 
treaty had' been signed at Paris between 
the colonics and France, by which she re
cognized their independence.

On the 13th of March, the French am
bassador delivered a rescript to Lord Wey
mouth, in which he informed the cqurt of 
London, that the king had signed a treaty 
of friendship and commerce with the United 
States of America. The knowledge of this 
transaction was communicated under the 
parade of cultivating the good understand
ing between France and Great Britain.
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,On the 21st of March, a public audience 
and reception were given to the American 
commissioners, Messrs. Franklin, Deane 
and Lee, by the French monarch. They 
were introduced by Mons. Vergennes, and 
received by the king with the usual for
malities and ceremonies. This striking ac- 
knowledgment ef the plenipotentiaries from 
the United States, mortined the ministry 
and crown of Great Britain, and may be
Ïrenounced the political phenomenon of 

iurope. The day before it was exhibited, 
the French ambassador, in consequence of 
orders to quit London, set out for Paris.

From this time, the courts.of London and 
Versailles were busied in fitting out their 
fleets, which met each other in the month 
of July. The English fleet was command . 
ed by the Admirals Keppel, Palliscr and 
liarlancj,. But, aa the action of that day is 
amply related in our history of England, 
we shall not. introduce in theac annals of 
America, an account of so foul a tarnish to 
the. British flag. . . . /

In the beginning bf June, the Trident 
British man of war arrived in the Delaware, 
with the Earl of Carlisle, Mr. Eden and 
Gov. Johnstone, three of the commission, 
çrs for restoring peace between Great Bri. 
tain end America.

On the 18th of June, at three o’clock in 
the morning, the British evacuated PliiladçL
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phia, Mr. Eden having brought with him 
secret instructions from England for that 
purpose. They proceeded to Gloucester 
point, three miles down the river, and be
fore ten the whole had passed in safety 
across the Delaware into New-Jersey.

When intelligence of Sir Henry Clin
ton’s having evacuated Philadelphia reach
ed the American head-quarters,Gen. Wash
ington took his measures accordingly. Se
veral skirmishes happened between the 
Americans and the regulars with Various 
success, till on the 30th of June the royal 
army arrived in the neighborhood of Sandy 
Hook. Duringthecourse of the march from 
Philadelphia, the royal army was much re
duced, upwards of 800 having deserted, a 
great number of whom were Hessians.

Gn the 5th of July, the army passed over 
a bridge of boats across a narrow channel to 
Sandy Hook and were afterwards carried up 
to New-York. On the 7th Lord Howe re
ceived advice, that the squadron from Tou
lon wasarrivedatVirginia, Countd’Estaing 
anchored on the 8th at nipht at the entrance 
of the Delaware. The next morning he 
weighed and sailed towards the Hook, and 
on tne evening of the 11th anchored without 
it. Had not bad weather and unexpected im
pediments prevented, the Count must have 
surprised Howe’s fleet in the Delaware, as 
tjie latter would not have had time to escape
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after being apprised of his danger. The de
struction of the fleet must have been the con
sequence of such a surprisal, and that must 
have occasioned the inevitable loss of the 
royal array, which would have been so en
closed by the French squadron on the one 
side and the American forces on the other, 
that the Saratoga catastrophe must have 
been repeated. Lord Howe’s fleet consisted 
only of six sixty-four gun ships, three of 
fifty, and two of forty, with.some frigates 
and sloops. Count d’Estaing had twelve 
ships of the line, some of which were of 
great force and weight.

On the 22d of July, the count sailed from 
Sandy Hook, when about twenty sail of ves
sels bound to New-York fell into hie posses
sion. They were chiefly prizes taken from 
the Americans ; but-had he stayed a few days 
longer, Admiral Byron’s fleet must have 
fallen a defenceless prey into their hands. 
That squadron had met with unusual bad 
weather, and being separated in different 
storms, and lingering through a tedious pas
sage, arrived scattered, broken, sickly, dis
masted or otherwise damaged in various de
grees of distress, upon different and remote 
parts of the American coast. Between the 
departure of d’Estaing and the 30th of July, 
the Renown of 50 guns from the West-In
dies, the Raisonabie and Centurion of 64, 
and tira Cornwall of 74 guns, all arrived
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singly at Sandy Hook. By d’Estaing’s 
speedy departure a number of provision 
snips from Cork escaped also, together with 
their convoy. They went up the Delaware 
within fifty miles of Philadelphia after Lord 
Howe had quitted the river, not having ob
tained any information of what had happen
ed. The British ministry had neglected 
countermanding their destination, though 
orders for the evacuation of Philadelphia 
had been sent off so early, as to have admit
ted of their receiving, before sailing, fresh 
instructions where to have steered. Great 
rejoicings were made at New-York upon 
their safe arrival, especially as provisions 
were much wanted both by the flectand army.

Let usnowquit the military operations for 
the present and take a view of the pending 
négociations. Gov. Johnstone,/meaning to 
avail himself of former connexions, endea
vored to commence or renew a private cor
respondence with several members of con
gress, and other persons of consideration. 
In his letters to them he used a freedom with 
the authority under which he acted, not cus
tomary with those entrusted with delegated 
power, and afforded such a degree of appro
bation to the Americans in the past resist
ance they had made, as is seldom granted by 
negociators to their opponents. In a letter 
to Joseph Reed, Esq. of April 11th, he said, 
“ The man, who can be instrumental in 

M
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bringing us all to act once more in harmo. 
ny, and to unite together the various pow
ers which their contest has brought forth, 
will deserve more from the king and peo
ple, from patriotism, humanity, and all the 
tender ties that are affected by the quarrel 
and reconciliation, than ever was yet be
stowed on human kind.”

On the 16th of June, he wrote to Robert 
Morris, Esq. “ I believe the men, who have 
conducted the affairs of America, incapable 
of being influenced by improper motives ; 
but in all such transactions there is risk, and 
I think that whoever ventures should be se
cured ; at the same time that honor and 
emolument should naturally follow the for
tune of those, who have steered the vessel 
in the storm, and brought her safely to port. 
I think that Washington and the president 
have a right to every favor that a grateful 
nation can bestow, if they could once more 
unite our interest, and spare the miseries 
and the devastations of war.”

On Sunday the 21st of June, Mr. Reed 
received a written message from Mrs. Fer
guson, expressing a desire to see him on 
business, which could not be committed to 
writing. On his attending in the evening, 
agreeable to herappointment, after some pre
vious conversation, she enlarged upon the 
great talents and amiable qualities of Gov. 
Johnstone, and added, that in several conver-
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Rations with her, he had expressed the most 
favorable sentiments of Mr. Reed ; that it 
was particularly wished to engage his inter
est to promote the object of the British 
commissioners, viz. a re-union of the two 
countries, if consistent with his principles 
and judgment; and that in such case it could 
not be deemed unbecomiug or improper in 
the British government to take a favorable 
notice of such conduct ; and that, in this 
instance, Mr. Reed might have ten thou
sand pounds sterling, and any office in the 
colonies in his majesty’s gift.

Mr. Reed, finding an answer was expect
ed, replied, “ I am not worth purchasing; 
but such as I am, the king of Great Britain 
is not rich enough to do it.” However right 
the principles might be, on which this in
sinuating scheme of conciliation was adopt
ed, its effects were inimical.

On the 9th of July, congress ordered, 
“ That all letters received by members of 
congress from any of the British commis
sioners, or their agents, or from any subject 
of the king of Great Britain, of a public 
nature, be laid before congress.” The pre
ceding letters being communicated, and Mr. 
Reed making a declaration of what had pass
ed within his knowledgcJcongress resolved, 
“ That the same cannof be considered but 
as direct attempts to corrupt and bribe the 
congress ; that as congress feel, so they
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ought to demonstrate, the highest and most 
pointed indignation against such daring and 
atrocious attempts to corrupt their integri
ty ; and that it is incompatible with the ho
nor of congress to hold any manner of cor
respondence or intercourse with the said 
George Johnstone, Esq. especially to nego
tiate with him upon affairs, in which the 
cause of liberty is concerned.”

The proceedings in this business were 
expressed in the form pf a declaration, a 
copy of which was ordered to be signed by 
the president, and sent by a flag to the com
missioners at New-York.

These proceedings produced a very an
gry and violent declaration from Gov. John
stone, in which the immediate operations of 
passion and disappointment were too con
spicuous. The language of his publication 
but poorly agreed with the high and flatter
ing compliments he had so lately lavished 
on the Americans in those very letters, 
which were the subject of the present con
test. It was dated the 26th of August, and 
transmitted to congress ; together with the 
declaration of the jame date from Lord Car
lisle, Sir Henry/Clinton, and Mr. Eden, 
which went td a solemn and total disavow
al, so far as related to the present subject, 
of their having had any knowledge, directly 
or indirectly, of those matters specified by 
congress.
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Thus were all hopes of further négocia

tion with Congress at an end. Had Lord 
North, and the rest of the ministry then in 
being, adopted these corrupting measures in 
the more early part of the A mencan disputes, 
it is possible he might have succeeded ; but. 
to attempt it at a time, when the spirits of 
the Americans were raised to the highest 
pitch by their new alliance with France, was 
surely little short of folly and madness.

On the 6th of August, the Hon. Sieur 
Gerard was introduced to the Congress, in 

uality of minister plenipotentiary, whopro- 
uced a letter from his master the king of 

France to bis very dear great friends and 
allies ; and the compliments Mons. Gerard 
received on this occasion, were very differ
ent from those sentiments the Americans 
lately entertained of their nov> faithful allies !

On the 14th of September, Congress pro
ceeded to the election of a minister plenipo
tentiary to the court of France, when Dr. 
Benjamin Franklin was elected by ballot. 
His instructions were dated the 26th of Oc
tober, and by them he was directed to ob
tain, if possible, the French king's consent 
to expunge two of the articles of the treaty 
of commerce. The doctor was to inculcate 
the certainty of ruining the British fishery 
on the banks of Newfoundland, and conse
quently the British marine, by reducing 
Halifax and Quebec.

M 2
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Memorable events recorded in tbit chapter.

Anno 1777.

Count Donop repulsed in the attack upon 
Red Bank.

Mud Island reduced.

Anno 1778.

The Randolph American frigate blown up.
Sir Henry Clinton succeeds Gen. Howe in 

America.
The treaties between France and the United 

States signed.
Lord North’s conciliatory propositions.
Messrs. Franklin, Deane, and Lee, have a 

public audience at the French court.
Congress receive the treaties concluded 

between France and the United States, 
Vbich they unanimously ratify.

Thte British army evacuates Philadelphia.
Skirmishes between the English and Ame

ricans.
The British forces arrive at Sandy Hook.
Gov. Johnstone attempts to corrupt certain 

• members of the congress.
Dr. Franklin appointed minister plenipo-

. " tentiary at the court of France.
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CHAP. VIII.

HE campaign in the northern states
X having produced nothing advantage

ous to the British, and the winter being the 
season for southern expeditions, Sir

Henry Clinton concluded upon turning his 
arms against Georgia. He might propose 
to himself the reduction of all the southern 
states, and he strongly inclined to it, by rea
son that these states produced ths-most val
uable articles of commerce for the Euro
pean market, and carried on a considerable 
export trade, which appeared no otherwise 
affected by the war, than as it suffered from 
the British cruisers. The ice was devoted 
to the service of its enemies, while it was 
wanted for the support of the royal fleet and 
army in America. A plan of operations 
was concerted with Gen. Prévost, who com
manded in East-Florida ; and it was intend
ed, that Georgia should be invaded both on 
the north and south sides at the same time.

Thjs expedition was committed to Col. 
Campbell, and the forces appointed to act 
under him amounted to full 2500, which 
sailed from Sandy Hook, on the 27th of No
vember, being escorted by a small squadron 
under Commodore Hyde Parker. The 
fleet arrived at the isle of Tibee, near the 
mouth of the Savannah, and on the 29th of
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December the troops effected a landing. 
They were no sooner landed, than they were 
led to attack the fort, which the British 
persisted in with so much spirit and rapidi
ty, that the Americans retreated with pre
cipitation and disorder. No victory was 
ever more complete : thirty-eight officers, 
and 415 non-commissioned and privates, 
48 pieces of cannon, 23 mortars, the fort 
with its ammunition, and stores, the ship
ping in the river, a large quantity of pr# 
visions, with the capital of Georgia were all 
within the space of a few hours, in the pos
session of the British troops.

The 30th of December was appointed as 
a thanksgiving-day, by order of congress. 
The affairs of me United States were at this 
period in a most distressed, deplorable, and 
ruinous condition. Idleness, dissipation, 
and extravagance, seemed to have engrossed 
the attention of the generality of the Ameri
can sons of liberty ; and self-interest, specu
lation,'and an insatiable thirst for riches ap
peared to have got the better of every other 
consideration, and almost of every order of 
men. Party disputes and personal Quarrels 
were too much the general object, while the 
momentous concerns of the empire, a vast 
accumulated debt, ruined finances, depreci
ated money, and want of credit, which natu
rally brings on the want of every thing, were 
but secondary considerations,and postponed



North America. 141

by congress from time to time, as if their 
affairs wereinthe most flourishing situation. 
The paper currency in Philadelphia was 
daily sinking, and at length even so low as 
fifty per cent, yet an assembly, a concert, a 
dinner, or supper, which cost two or three 
hundred pounds, did not only take men off 
f*om acting, but even from thinking of 
what ought to have been nearest their hearts. 
Some of the most disinterested and patriot
ic Americans felt more distréss from this 
review of things, than they had done at any 
other time, from the disappointments and 
losses in the course of the war.

In the mean time, Mons. Gerard, the 
French ambassador, manifestedadesire, that 
the war might not be prolonged by too high 
and unreasonable demands, and that the 
United States would reduce their ultima
tum as low as possible. He strongly re
commended moderation, as the fate of war 
was uncertain ; and he hinted, that adecisive 
naval engagement in favor of the British, 
might give a great turn to their affairs.

The South-Çarolina delegates, rather 
With a view to conquest, than from any spe
cial apprehension of danger to their own or 
neighboring states, from the troops under 
Gen. Clinton, requested the congress to ap
point Gen. Lincoln, on whose character they 
justly reposed great confidence, to the com
mand of all the forces to the southward. A»-
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cordingly they made the appointment on the 
25th of September, and ordered him imme
diately to repair fo Charlèston.

On the 2d of March, the American offi
cer of the day, at the post at Briar-creek, 
in Georgia, reported, that reconnoitring 
parties of the enemy’s horse and foot had 
been seen within their piquet the night pre
ceding. Gen. Ashe, who had crossed the 
Savannah, with about 1200 troops, besides 
200 light horse, returned on the evening of 
the same day to his camp. He made no 
preparations to impede the march of the 
British, and, soon after their appearance, 
he and his troops fled with precipitation, 
without firing a gun.

In the month of May Sir Henry Clinton 
dispatched Sir George Collier and Gen. Mat
thews, with about 2000 soldiers and 500 
marines, to make a descent upon Virginia. 
They sailed for Portsmouth in that pro
vince, and upon their arrival landed their 
troops and took immediate possession of 
the town, which was defenceless. The re
mains of Norfolk, on the opposite side of 
the river, fell of course into their hands. 
On the approach of the fleet and army, the 
Americans burnt some of their vessels, se
veral however fell into the hands of the 
British. The guards were pushed forward 
eighteen miles by night to Suffolk, where 
they arrived by day light dtid proceeded to

destroy a maj 
with the ves 
there. A sir 
on at other pi 
the frigates < 
or successful 

Within th 
army contint 
the America 
vessels of al 
tcers, and t 
or taken by 
brought awi 
tobacco, wh 
Portsmouth 
and the chu 
Suffolk, ant 
tlemen in tl 

On the 3
joined to ot 
attack the i 
plank, whe 
construct 
lower con 
eastern ant 
landed wit 
white the 
Henry Cli 
ed on the 
Stoney Pc 
opposite, i 
ished a st



North America. 143

destroy a magazine of provisions, together 
with the vessels and naval stores found 
there. A similar destruction was carried 
on at other places in that quarter, nor were 
the frigates and armed vessels less active 
or successful in their service.

Within the fortnight that the fleet and 
army continued upon the coast, the loss of 
the Americans was prodigious. Above 130 
vessels of all sorts, including some priva
teers, and ships of force, were destroyed 
or taken by them ; seventeen prizes were 
brought away, besides 3000 hogsheads of 
tobacco, which fell into their possession at 
Portsmouth. Except the house of a widow 
and the church, they burnt every house in 
Suffolk, and all the principal houses of gen
tlemen in their route shared the same fate.

On the 30th of May, these troops were 
joined to others going up the North river to 
attack the posts of Stoney Point and Ver-

a, where the Americans had begun to 
ruct strong works, for keeping the 
lower communication open between the 
eastern and southern states. Gen. Vaughan 

. landed with the greater part on the east side, 
white the remainder, accompanied by Sir 
Henry Clinton, advanced further up, land
ed on the west sideband took possession of 
Stoney Point without opposition. Directly 
opposite, the Americans had completely fin
ished a strong fort, which was defended by

P



144 The History or

four pieces of artillery, and a garrison of 
about seventy men. But it was commanded 
by Stoney Point ; to the summit of which 
cannon and mortars were dragged up 
during the night. By five in the morning, 
a battery was opened, which poured a storm 
of fire on the fort, while Vaughan with his 
division, made a long circuit by the sides of 
the hills, arrived and closely invested it by 
land. The garrison, finding themselves to
tally overpowered, surrendered themselves 
prisoners of war. By the loss of these posts, 
the Jersey people were obliged to make a 
circuit of about ninety miles under the 
mountains, 4o communicate with the states 
east of Hudson’s river.

After the French had taken Grenada, and 
Count d’Estaing was lying with his fleet at 
Cape Francois, he received letters from 
Gov. Rutledge, Gen. Lincoln, the French 
consul at Charleston, and others, urging 
him to visit the American coast, and pro
posing an attack upon Savannah. The ge
neral engaged to join him with a thousand 
men certain, end promised that every exer
tion should be made^to increase the num
ber. The application coinciding with the 

'king’s instructions, to act in concert with 
the forces of the United States, whenever 
an occasion presented itself, he sailed for 
the American continent within a few dajs 

* after it was received.
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On the 1st of September,Count d’Estaing 
arrived with a fleet of twenty sail of the line, 
two of fifty guns, and eleven frigates. The 
appearance of the French fleet on the coasts 
of South Carolina and Georgia was so unex
pected by the British that the Experiment 
man of war, of fifty guns, Sir James Wal
lace commander, and three frigates were cap
tured. No sooner was it known at Charles
ton, that the count was on the coast, than 
Lincoln marched with all expedition for 
Savannah, with the troops under his com
mand ; and orders were also given for the 
South Carolina and Georgia militia to ren
dezvous immediately near the same place. 
—The British were equally diligent in pre
paring for their defence.

The French and Americans after having 
spent some time in making regular ap
proaches at last determined to take the place 
by storm. Accordingly the morning of the 
9th of October was fixed for the attack, 
and neither the French nor the Americans 
had the least doubt of success.

Two feints were made with the country 
militia, and a real attack a little before day
light, on the Spring-hill battery, with 3500 
French troops, 600 continentals, and 350 of 
the Charleston militia, headed by Count 
d’Estaing and Gen. Lincoln. They marched 
up to the lines with great boldness ; but a 
heavy and well directed fire from the batte- 

N
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ries, and a cross fire from the gallies threw 
the front of the column into confusion. Two 
standards, however, one an American, were 
planted on the British redoubts. Count Pu
laski at the head Qf 200 horsemen, was in 
full gallop, riding into town between the re
doubts, with an intent of charging in t)ie 
rear, when he received a mortal wound. A 
general retreat of the assailants took place, 
after they haifstood the enemy’s fire for fifty- 
five minutes. P’Estaing received two slight 
wounds ; 637 of his troops, and 234 of the 
Continentals were killed or wounded. Of 
the 350 Charleston militia, who were in 
the hotest of the fire, only six were wound
ed, and a captain killed, Gen. Preyost and 
Major Moncrief deservedly acquired great 
reputation by their successful defence. 
There were not ten guns mounted on the 
lines when the enemy first appeared, and 
in a few days the number exceeded eighty. 
The garrison was between two and three 
thousand, including 150 militia. The damr 
age h sustained was trifling as the men fired 
under pover, and few’ of the assailants fired 
at all.

Let us now see what the northern army 
was doing. In the middle of December, a 
part of Gen- Washington’s army was with
out bread; and for the rest he had not, either 
pn the spot or within reach, a supply suffi
cient for four days. Both officers and men

v
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were almost perishing thro want for a fort
night.The deficiency pi occededfrom the ab
solute emptiness of the American magazines 
in every place, and the total want of money 
and credit to replenish them. So that the 
general was obliged to call upon the magis
trates of the Jersey state,to express his situ
ation to them, and to declare in plain terms, 
that he and his army were reduced to the 
alternative of disbanding or catering for 
themselves, unless the inhabitants would af
ford them aid. He allotted to each county 
a certain proportion of flour or grain, and n 
certain number of cattle to be delivered on 
certain days. To the honor of the magis
trates, and the good dispositions of the peo
ple, be it added, that these requisitions were 
punctually complied with, and in many 
counties exceeded.

But to return to the southern armies. On 
the 20th of March, 1780, Admiral Arbuth- 
not, with a small fleet crossed the bar, in 
front Of rebellion road, and anchored in Five 
Fathom Hole. The American fleet retreat
ed to Charleston, and the crews and guns 
of all thé vessels, except the Ranger, were 
put on shore tp reinforce the batteries. Be
fore the Americans had taken this step, 
they should have considered, whether the 
ships were able to defend the bar, and 
should have sent them off, when they found 
it impracticable.
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On the 12th of April, the British open

ed their batteries against Charleston, and a 
constant fire was kept up between both par
ties until the 20th. On the 18th of April, 
Sir Henry Clinton-received a reinforcement 
of 3000 men from New-York ; and on the 
12th of May, Gen Lincoln, after having 
made the most vigorous defence he was ca
pable of, was obliged to capitulate. It was 
stipulated, that the continental troops and 
sailors should remain prisoners of war until 
exchanged, and be provided with good and 
wholesome provisions, in such quantities as 
were served out to the British troops. The 
militia were to return home as prisoners on 
parole, which as long as they observed, was 
to secure them from being molested in their 
property by the British troops. The officers 
of the army and navy were to keep their 
swords, pistols, and baggage, which last was 
not to be searched ; but their horses were 
not to go out of town, but might be disposed 
of by a person left for the purpose. The gar
rison, at an hour appointed# was to march 
out of the town to the ground between the 
works of the place and the canal, where they 
were to deposit their arms. The drums wei e 
not to beat a British march, nor the colours 
to be uncased. All civil officers and citiaens, 
who had borne arms during the siege, were 
to be prisoners on parole ; and with respect 
to their property in the city, they wc
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have the same terms as the militia ; and all 
other persons in the town, not described in 
any article, were notwithstanding to be pri-’ 
soners upon parole.

The capital having surrendered, the next 
object of the British was to secure the gene
ral submission of the inhabitants. With this 
view they posted garrisons in different parts 
of the country, and marched a large body of 
troops over the Santee, towards the extrem
ity of the state, which borders on the most 
populous parts of North Carolina. This oc
casioned the retreat of some American par-< 
ties, who had advanced into the upper part 
of South Carolina, in expectation of reliev
ing Charleston. Among the corps which 
had Come forward with that view, there was 
one consisting of about 300 continentals, 
the rear of the Virginia line, commanded 
by Col. Buford. Tarleton with about 700 
horse and foot, was sent in quest of this 
party. Having mounted his infantry, he 
marched 105 miles in fifteen hours, came 
np with them at the Waxhaws, and demand
ed their surrender on terms similar to those 

ted to the continentale at Charleston.—
While the flags were passing and repassing 
Qn this business, Tarleton kept his men in 
motion, and, when the truce was ended, had 
nearly surrounded his adversaries. An ac
tion instantly ensued, when the continehtsl 
party havingpartaken of the general conster-

N 2
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Nation occasioned by the British successes, 
made but a feeble resistance, and begged for 
quarters. A few however continued to fire. 
The British cavalry advanced, but were not 
opposed by the main body of the continen
tals, who conceived themselves precluded 
by their submission. The accidental firing 
of the few was an argument, however, for di
recting the British legion to charge those 
who had laid down their arms. In conse
quence of this order, the unresisting Ameri
cans, praying for quarters, were cut in pie
ces. By Tarleton's official account of this 
bloody scene, 113 were killed, 50 badly 
wounded, unable to travel, and left on pa
role, and 53 made prisoners, while they 
made such ineffectual opposition as only to 
kill seven and wound twelve of the British. 
Lord Cornwallis bestowed on Tarleton the 
highest encomiums for this enterprise, and 
recommended him in a special manner to 
royal fcvor and patronage.

The expected succors at length arrived 
from France, on the evening of the 10th of 
July, at Rhodc-Island. The Chevalier dc 
Ternay commanded the fleet, which consist
ed of two ships of eighty guns, one of 74, 
four of 64, a bomb vessel, and 311 transports. 
The land forces consisted of four old .regi
ments, besides the legion do Lausim, and a 
battalion of artillery, amounting to about
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6000 men, under the command of Lieut. 
Gen. Count de Rochambeau.

About the time that Charleston surren
dered, Sir H. Clinton, received intelligence, 
that a large number of forces and a trench 
fleet, commanded by Mons. Ternsy, might 
soon be expected on the American coast. 
This induced him to reimbark fey New- 
York, leaving Lord Cornwallis with about 
4000 men, which were deemed fully suffi
cient for his purooses. -i.

On the 4th of September was signed the 
plan of a treaty of commerce between the 
states of Holland and the United States of 
America. Mons. de Neuf ville, being pro
perly authorised by the regency of Amster
dam, engaged, that as long as America 
should not act contrary to the interest of the 
states of Holland, the city of Amsterdam 
would never adopt any measure that might 
lend to oppose the interests of America ; but 
would, on the contrary, use all its influence 
upon the states of the seven United Pro- 
Vinces of Holland, to effect the desired eon- 
nexion. This business was conducted by 
Mr. John Adams on the part of America.

Lord Cornwallis went on successfully in 
South Carolina. On the 16th of August he 
engaged the forces under Gen. Gates, and 
completely routed them after a long and 
obstinate contest. Gen. Gates was borne 
off the field by a torrent of dismayed militia.
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They constituted so great a part cf his army, 
that when he saw them break and run with 
such precipitation, he lost every hope of 
victory ; and his only care was, if possible, 
to rally a sufficient number to cover the re
treat of the other troops. He retired with 
Gen. Caswell to Clermont, in hope of halt
ing them in their late encampment ; but the 
further they fled, the more they dispersed, 
and the generals giving up all as lost, re
tired with a few attendants to Charlotte.

The Americans lost eight field pieces, 
the whole of their artillery, with all their 
ammunition waggons, besides 150 others, 
and a considerable quantity of military 
stores, and the greatest part of their baggage. 
The numbers slain cannot be precisely as
certained, no returns of the militia be
ing made after the action : but it is suppos
ed, that the Americans lost about 700 on 
this occasion. Though Cornwallis’s victory 
was complete, yet, from the account the Bri. 
tish £«ve of the action, it may be inferred, 
that it. was dearly bought, upwards of 500 
of their own troops being killed or wounded.

A minute representation of the retreat of 
the Americans from Charlotte to Salisbury, 
■would he the image ef complicated wretch, 
«deçà». Care, anxiety, pain, humiliation, 
and dejection, poverty, hurryand confusion, 
promiscuously marked the shocking scene. 
Painful objects presented themselves to
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view, several men without an arm some with 
but one, and many standing in need of the 
most kind and powerful assistance.

Lord Cornwallis, notwithstanding hie 
victory, was restrained for some time from 
pursuing his conquests, by the loss he 
had sustained in the battle, the extreme 
heat of the weather, sickliness of the sea- 
son, and the want of necessary supplies : he 
therefore remained at Cambden.

In the month of September, a discovery 
of the utmost importance was made, which 
was a scheme for delivering West Point in
to the hands of Sir Henry Clinton. Gen. 
Arnold, who had the command of that post, 
was brave but mercenary, fond of parade, 
and extremely desirous of acquiring money 
to defray the expenses of it. When he en
tered Philadelphia after the evacuation, he 
made Gov.Penn’shousc, the best in the city, 
his head quarters. This he furnished in a 
very costly manner, and lived in a style far 
beyond his income. He continued his ex
travagant course of living, was unsuccessful 
in trade and privateering, his funds were ex
hausted, and his creditors importunate, 
while his lust for high life was not in the least 
abated. He had exhibited heavy accounts 
and demands agaifist the public ; and the 
commissioners, upon examination,rejected 
about one half of the amount. He appealed to 
congress and a committee was appointed,
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who were of opinion, that the commission
ers had allowed more than the general had 
a right to expect or demand. This provok
ed him to outrageous expressions and pro
ceedings. Disgusted at the treatment he had 
met with, embarrassed in his circumstan
ces, aud having a growing expensive fami
ly, h? turned his thoughts towards better
ing his circumstances by new means. In 
1779, a correspondence commenced be 
tween Gen. Arnold and Major Andre, ad
jutant-general to the British army, a rising 
young officer of great hope and merit

For the speedy completion of the negoci- 
piation that was carrying on between Maj. 
Andre and Gen. Arnold, the Vulture sloop 
of war was stationed in the North River, at 
such a distance from the American posta, 
AS, without exciting suspicion, would serve 
for the necessary communication. Before 
this, a written correspondence through 
other channels had been maintained be
tween Arnold and Andre at New-York, un
der the names of Gustavus and Anderson.

On the 21st of September, the necessary 
arrangements being made, a boat was sent 
at night from the shore to the Vulture, to 
fetch Major Andre, which brought .him to 
the beach without the posts of either army, 
where he met Arnold. The major continued 
with him during the day following, and at 
night, the boatman refusing to conduct him
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back to the Vulture, which had shifted her 
position, as she lay exposed to the fire of a 
cannon sent to annoy her, he was obliged 
to concert his escape by land. He quitted 
his uniform, which he had hitherto worn 
under his surtout, for a common coat. He 
was furnished with a horse, and, under the 
name of John Anderson, with a passport 
from Arnold to go through the lines at 
White Plains or lower if he thought proper, 
on public business.

He pursued his journey alone towards 
York, passed all the gnards and posts on the 
road without suspicion, and was much elat
ed. The next day he travelled without any 
alarm, and began to consider himself out of 
danger; but unhappily for him, three of the 
New-York militia were with others on a 
scouting party between the out posts of the 
two armies. One of them sprung from his 
covert, and seized Andre’s horse by the bri- 
dlfc. The major instead of instantly produc
ing his pass, asked the man where he be
longed, who answered, “ To below.” An
dre suspecting no deceit, said “ So do /.” 
Then declared himself a British officer, and 
pressed that he might not be detained, for 
that he was upon urgent business. Upon the 
other two coming up, and joining their coib- 
r*de he discovered his mistake. The confu
sion that followed was apparent, and they pro
ceeded to search him till they found his pa-
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pers. He offered the captors a considerable 
purse of gold, and a very valuable watch, 
to let him pass ; but they nobly disdained 
the temptation, besides the fascinating of
fers of permanent provision, and even of 
future promotion, on condition of their con- 
veyingandaccompanyinghimtoNew-York. 
They conducted him to Lieut. Col. Jame
son, the continental oEcer who had the com
mand of the scouting parties, amounting to 
800 men, chiefly militia. Arnold's conduct 
with regard to this body of men, and in 
other respects, had excited such suspicions 
in the breast of the lieutenant-colonel, and 
the rest of the oEcers, that they had deter
mined upon seizing the general at all events, 
had he come down and ordered them near
er the enemy. Jameson, notwithstanding 
his strong jealousy of Arnold, was in the 
is6ue the means of his escape.

Major Andre, in order to give Arnold 
time to escape, requested that a line might 
be sent to acquaint him of the detention of 
Anderson, the name Andre had assumed, 
which Jameson, through an ill-judged deli
cacy, granted. The papers, which were 
found in the major's boots, were in Arnold's 
hand writing,and contained exact returns of 
the state of tneforces, ordnance and defences 
at West Point and its dependencies, with 
the artillery orders, critical remarks on the 
works, an estimate of the number of r

l
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that were ordinarily on duty to man them, 
and the copy of a state of matters that had 
been laid before a council of war by the 
commander in chief. These papers werte 
enclosed in a packet to Gen. Washington, 
accompanied with a letter from the prisoner, 
avowing himself to be Major Andre, adju
tant general to the British army, relating 
the manner of his capture, and endeavoring 
to show, that he did not come under the de
scription of a spy. These papers were for
warded by Jameson.

No sooner had Arnold received the Ma
jor’s letter, than he hastened on board the 
Vulture, which lay some miles below Stoney 
Point ; he had not been long gone, w hen 
Washington arrived at his quarters from 
the eastward. Had the plot succeeded, the 
consequences must have been ruinous to 
the Americans. The forces under Arnold’s 
commancfmust have either laid down their 
arms, or have been cut to pieces. Their 
loss, and the immediate possession of West- 
Point, and all its neighboring dependen
cies, must have exposed the remainder of 
Washington’s army to the joint exertion of 
the British forces, by land and water, and 
nothing but ruin could have been the result 
with respect to the Americans.

On the 29th of September Gen. Wash
ington appointed» board of fourteen general 
officers, with the assistance of the judge ad- 

O
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vocatc general, to examine Major Andre’s 
case, and to determine, in what light it 
ought to be considered. Andre, disdaining 
all subterfuge and evasion, and studying 
only to place his character in so fair a light, 
as might prevent its being shaded by pre
sent circumstances, voluntarily ednfessed 
more than he was asked, and sought not to 
palliate any thing relating to himself, while 
he concealed, with the most guarded and 
scrupulous nicety, whatever might involve 
others. The board shewed him every pos
sible mark of indulgence, and sufficiently 
witnessed how much they felt for his situ
ation. However, public justice obliged them 
to declare, “ that Major Andre ought to be 
considered as a spy from the enemy ; and that 
agreeable to the law and usage of nations, it 
is their opinion he ought to suffer death.”

Several letters passed between the Gene
rals Clinton and Washington relative to 
this unhappy affair ; but nothing was capa
ble of saving the unfortunate major. On 
the 2d of October, the tragedy was closed. 
The major was superior to the terrors of 
death ; but the disgraceful mode of djing, 
which the usage of war had annexed to his 
unhappy situation, was infinitely dreadful 
to him. He was desirous of being indulged 
with a professional death, and had according
ly written, the day before, a pathetic lettçr, 
fraught with all the feelings of a man of sen.
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timent and honor, in which he requested of 
Gen. Washington, that he might not die on 
a gibbet. The general consulted his officers 
on the subject. Pity and esteem wrought so 
powerfully, that they were all for shooting 
him, till Greene insisted on it, that his crime 
was that of a common spy ; that the public 
good required his being hanged ; and that, 
were he shot, the generality would think 
there were favorable circumstances entitling 
him to notice and lenity. His observations 
convinced them that there would be an im
propriety in granting the major’s request, 
while tenderness prevented its being di
vulged.

When Major Andre was led out to the 
place of execution, as he went along he 
bowed himself familiarly to all those with 
whom he had been acquainted in his confine
ment.—A smile of complacency expressed 
the serene fortitude of his mind. Upon see
ing the preparations at the fatal snot, he 
asked with some emotion, “ Must I die in 
this manner?” He was told it was unavoid
able. He replied, “ I am reconciled to my 
fate, but not to the mode.” Soon after, re
collecting himself, he added, ‘‘it will be but 
a momentary pang ;” and springing upon 
the cart, he performed the last offices to him
self with a composure that excited the ad- 
miration, and melted the hearts of all the 
spectators.—Being told the final moment
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was at hand, and asked if he had any thing 
to say, he answered, “ Nothing but to re
quest you will witness to the world, that I 
die like a brave man.” He died univer
sally esteemed and regretted.
Memorable events recorded in this chapter.

Anno 17,78.
The British operations against Georgia. 
The affairs of the United States in a deplor

able condition.
Gen. Lincoln sent to South Carolina.

Anno 1779.
Gen. Ashe surprised and defeated.
Sir Henry Clinton takes Stoney Point. 
Count d’Estaing sails from the West Indies 

for the American coast.
The French and Americans repulsed at Sa

vannah. 1
Washington's army in distress for want of 

bread.
Charleston taken by the British forces. 

Anno 1780.
Tarleton defeats Col. Buford.
A French fleet with troops arrive at New

port.
Treaty signed between Hollanq and Ame

rica.
Earl Cornwallis defeats Gen. Gates.
Major Andre taken and executed as a spy. 
Gen. Arnold makes his escape on board the 

1 Vulture British sloop of war.
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CHAP. IX.

SIR Henry Clinton, on the 15th of Octo
ber, 1780, in obedience to the orders 

sent him to prosecute the war with vigor 
in North Carolina and Virginia, dispatched 
Gen. Leslie from New-York to the bay of 
Chesapeak, with near 3QOO choice troops. 
He was to co-operate with Lord Cornwallis, 
who was expected to be far advanced to
wards, if not to have reached, Virginia. In 
a few deys, the fleet arrived in the bay, and 
the troops were landed in different parts of 
Virginia.

On the 20th of June, the French and Span
ish fleets formed a junction in the West- 
Indies. They amounted to 36 sail of the 
line, which, with their united land forces, 
formed such an apparent superiority, as no
thing in those seas or islands seemed capable 
of resisting ; but the Spanish troops being 
too much crowded on board their transpbrts, 
together with the length of the voyage, the 
change of climate and diet, and other cir
cumstances, a most mortal and contagious 
disorder was generated, which first infect
ed their own seamen, and at length spread, 
though not with so fatal an effect, through 
the trench fleet and land forces. Besides 
the great mortality on the passage, the Spa
niards landed 1200 sick on their first arrival 
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at Dominique, and a much grea'er number 
afterwards at Guadeloupe and Martinico. 
Thus the spirit of enterprise was damped, 
and some part of their strength diminished.

In the month of September, Mr. Laurens 
was taken on his way from America to Hol
land, on the banks of Newfoundland. A 
packet of papers being thrown over-board, 
and not sinking suddenly, was saved by the 
boldness and dexterity of an English sailor, 
and most of them were recovered from the 
effects of the water. On his arrival in 
England, he was committed, upon a charge 
of high treason, as a state prisoner to the 
Tower, under an order signed by the three 
secretaries of state. By the medium of his 
papers, administration came to the know
ledge of the eventual treaty of amity and 
commerce between America and Holland.

In consequence of this discovery, strong 
remonstrances were made to the States Ge
neral ; but as no satisfactory answer was re
turned, Sir Joseph Yorke received orders 
to withdraw from the Hague ; and, on the 
20th of Dec. general reprisals were issued 
against the ships, goods, and subjects, of 
the States General.

On the 12th of January, 1781, General 
Greene’s troops consisted of about 1100. 
The next day, Col. Lee’s partisan legion 
arrived from the northward, consisting of 
about 100 horsemen, well mounted,and 12Q
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infantry ; and on the 13th the legion was 
detached on a secret expedition. They 
pushed on for Georgetown, where they sur
prised several officers, and took them pri
soners. Major Irwin, and many more of the

f arrison were killed ; but the principal part 
ed to the fort, which Lee was not in a 

condition to besiege. While this enter
prise was carrying on, the enemy aimed a 
blow at Morgan, who was advised by 
Greene not to risque tpo much.

Gen. Leslie, in compliance with his or
ders, left Virginia, and arrived at Charles
ton, and joined Lord Cornwallis who wish
ed to drive Gen. Morgan from his station 
and to deter the inhabitants from joining 
him. The execution of this business was 
entrusted to Lieut. Col. Tarleton, who 
was detached with about 1100 men for that 
purpose. On the 17th of January, Tarle
ton came up with Morgan, when an action 
commenced, which terminated in the al
most total defeat of Tarleton.

Tarleton was very .much censured for his 
conduct in this battle, which he was suppos
ed to have lost by his un-officer like impet
uosity. Lord Cornwallis, with the expec
tations of regaining the prisoners, and de
molishing Morgan’s corps, instantly con
cluded on a pursuit, which Morgan was 
aware of, and took his measures accord
ingly.
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On the 31st of January, Greene succeed
ed Morgan in the command of the southern 
army, when a kind of military race com
menced between the pursuing British and 
the fleeing Americans ; but Greene got off 
before Cornwallis could overtake him.

Lord Cornwallis, being afterwards con
vinced from Greene’s movements, that he 
intended to venture an engagement, on the 
14th of May sent off his baggage under a 
proper escort, and the next morning at day. 
break, marched with the remainder-of his 
army, amounting to about 2400 men, chief
ly troops grown veteran in victory, cither 
to meet Greene on the way, or attack him 
in his encampment.

The battle took place near Guilford court
house ; and after a hard struggle of uetur two 
hours, the Americans retreated in good or. 
der to the Reedy Fork, and crossed the riv
er, about three miles from the field of action. 
Greene lost his artillery, and two ammuni
tion waggons, the greatest part of the horses 
being killed before the retreat began.

* In the month of February, reprisals hav
ing been commenced against the Dutch, 
Rodney and Vaughan received instructions 
from Great Britain to direct their views to 
the reduction of the Dutch island of St. 
Eustatia. The British fleet and army in
stantly appeared there, and surrounded it 
with a great force. Rodney and Vaughan
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sent a peremptory summons to the govern
or, to surrender the island mid its depen
dencies within an hour, accompanied with 
a threat, that if any resistance was made, he 
must abide the consequences. Mons. de 
Graaff, totally ignorant of the rupture be
tween Great Britain and Holland, could 
scarcely believe the officer, who delivered 
the summons, to be serious. He returned 
for answer, that being utterly incapable of 
making any defence, he must of necessity 
surrender, only recommending the town 
and inhabitants to the clemency of the Bri
tish commanders. The wealth of the place 
excited the astonishment of the conquerors, 
the whole island seemed to be one great ma
gazine. All the store houses were filled with 
various commodities, and the very beach 
was covered with hogsheads of sugar and 
tobacco. The value was estimated consi
derably above three millions sterling. But 
this was only a part ; for above 150 vessels 
of all denominations, many of them richly 
laden, were captured in the bay, exclusiveof 
a Dutch frigate of 38 guns, and five smaller. 
The neighboring small isles of St. Martin 
and Seba were reduced in the same manner.

Rodney being informed, that a fleet of 
about 30 large ships, all richly laden, with 
sugar and other YVest-India commodities, 
had sailed from Eustatia for Holland just 
before his arrival, under convoy of a flag
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ship of 60 guns, he dispatched (he Monarch 
and Panther, with the Sybil frigate in pur
suit of them. These soon overtook the 
convoy, when the Dutch admiral refusing 
to strike his colours, and all remonstrances 
proving ineffectual, a short engagement 
took place between his ship, the Mars and 
the Monarch. He died bravely in defence 
of his ship, when she instantly struck, and 
the whole convoy was taken.

The keeping of Dutch colours flying at 
Eustatia, rendered it for some time a decoy 
to French, Dutch and American vessels, a 
considerable number of which fell accord
ingly into the hands of the conquerors with
out trouble.

Preparations began to be made, on the 
21st of June, for the army under Gen. 
Washington to take the field. The Ameri
cans marched towards White Plains, where 
they were joined by the French troops un
der Rochambeau.

Sir George Rodney, in consequence of 
information concerning the French fleet un
der the Count de Grasse, detached the Ad
mirals Sir Samuel Hood and Drake, with 
seventeen sail of the line, to cruise off Fort 
Royal for the purpose of intercepting him. 
On the 28th of April, some of Sir Samuel’s 
headmost ships returned hastily in sight, and 
with signals announced the appearance of a 
superior fleet, and a numerous convoy, to
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the windward of Point Salines. The ad- 
mirai made a signal for a general chase to 
windward, and at night it was determined 
by the admirals to continue the line ahead, 
so that getting as much as possible to wind
ward, they might close in with Fort Royal 
at day-light, and cut off the enemy from 
the harbor.

In the morning the French appeared, 
their convoy keeping close in with the land, 
while Count de Grasse drew up his fleet in 
a line of battle for their protection. Admi
ral Hood used every manœuvre to bring 
him to action ; but he being to windward, 
and so having the choice, preferred a long 
shot distance. A partial engagement ensu
ed. The van and the nearest ships in the 
centre of the British, were exposed to a long 
and heavy weight of fire, in their struggles 
to close the French, and get to the wind
ward ; but suffered principally in their 
masts, hulls, and rigging. The action last
ed about three hours, when Admiral Hood 
perceiving, that not one shot in ten of the 
French reached, and that his attempts to 
gain the wind were fruitless, ceased firing, 
and the British fleet bore away for Antigua.

Let us now return to the transactions un
der Lord Cornwallis. One great object of 
the British force was the establishment of » 
strong post and place of arms, and such as 
might render them perfectly masters of Che-
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sapeak bay, and therefore they repaired to 
York Town and Gloucester.

The French and American armies conti
nued their march from the northward, till 
they arrived at the head of Elk ; and with
in an houfr after they received an express 
from Count de Grasse, with the joyful ac
count of his arrival and situation. By the 
15th of September, all the troops were ar
rived and landed at Williamsburgh, and 
preparations were made with all possible 
dispatch for putting the army in a situation 
to move down towards York Town.

On the 30tk of September, Lord Corn
wallis was closely invested in York Town. 
The trenches were opened by the combined 
armies on the 6th of October, at 600 yards 
distance from Cornwallis’s works. On the 
9th they opened their batteries, and contin
ued firing all night, without intermission. 
The next morning the French opened their 
batteries on the left, and a tremendous roar 
Of cannon and mortars was continued for 
six or eight hours without ceasing.

The French and Americans continued to 
carry on the siege with great success. On 
the 16th their several batteries were covered 
with near 100 pieces of heavy ordnance ; 
while tht British works were so destroyed 
that they could scarcely show a single gun. 
Thus was Lord Cornwallis reduced to the 
necessity of preparing for a surrender, or of

7~
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attempting an escape. He determined upon 
the latter. Boats were prepared under dif
ferent pretences, for the reception of the 
troops by ten at night, in order to pass them 
over to Gloucester Point. The arrange
ments were made with the utmost secrecy. 
The intention was to abandon the baggage, 
and to leave a detachment behind to capitu
late for the town's peopl^ and for the sick 
and wounded, his lordship having already 
prepared a letter on the subject, to be deli
vered to Gen. Washington after his depar
ture. The first embarkation had arrived at 
Gloucester Point, and the greater partofthe 
troops were already landed, when the wea
ther, which was before moderate and calm, 
instantly changed to a most violent storm of 
wind and rain. The boats with the remain
ing troops were all driven down the river, ' 
and the design of passing over was not on
ly entirely frustrated, but the absence of the 
boats rendered it impossible to bring back 
the troops from Gloucester. Thus weak
ened and divided, the army was in no small 
danger. However, the boats returned, and 
the troops were brought back in the course 
of the forenoon with very little loss.

Things were now hastening to a period, 
which could be no longer protracted; for the 
British works were sinking under the weight 
of the French and American artillery. All 
hopes 4f relief from New-York were over,

P •
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and the strength and spirits of the royal army 
were broken down and exhausted by their 
constantand unremitting fatigue. Matters 
being in this situation on the 17th of Oc
tober, Lord Cornwallis sent out a flag with 
a letter to Gen. Washington, requesting a 
cessation of arms for twenty-four hours, and 
that commissioners might be appointed for 
digesting the terms of capitulation. Com
missioners were accordingly appointed; and 
pn the side of the allies, were Viscount de 
Noailles.and Lieut. Col.Laurens, whose fa
ther Was in close confinement in the Tower 
of London, while the son was drawing up 
articles by which an English nobleman and 
a British army became prisoners.

On'the 19th of October, the posts of 
York Town and Gloucester were surren
dered. The honor of marching out with 
colours flying, which had been denied to 
Gen. Lincoln, was now refinsed to Lord 
Cornwallis, and Lincoln wap appointed to 
receive the submission of the royal army 
at York Town, precisely in the same way 
bis own had been inducted about eighteen 
months before. 'Ac troops that surrender
ed prisoners exceeded 7000 but so great 
was the number of sick and wounded, that 
there were only 3800 capable of doing duty. 
The officers and soldiers retained their bag
gage and effects. Fifteen hundred seamen 
shared the same fate as the garrison. The
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Guadaloupe frigate of 44 guns, and a num
ber of transports, were surrendered to the 
conquerors. About 20 transports had been 
sunk or burnt during the siege. The land 
forces became prisoners to the Americans ; 
but the seamen and ships were assigned to 
the French admiral. The Americans ob
tained a fine train of artillery, consisting of 
75 pieces of brass ordnance, and 69 iron 
cannon, howitzers, and mortars.

On the 24th of October, a fleet destined 
for the relief of Lord Cornwallis arrived off 
the Chesapeak ; but, on receiving the news 
of his surrender, they returned to New- 
York, The fleet consisted of 25 ships of 
the line, two fifties, anti eight frigates.— 
When they appeared off the Chesapeak, the 
French made no manner of movement, 
though they had 36 ships of the line, being

Ïerhaps satisfied with their present success, 
’.very argument and persuasion was used 

with the Count de Grasse to induce him to 
aid the combined army in an operation 
against Charleston ; but the advanced sea
son, the orders of his court, and his own en-

fagements to be punctual to a certain time, 
xed for his future operation, prevented his 

compliance. His instructions had fixed his 
departure on the 15th of October, and he 
had already exceeded that time. On the 
27th the troops under the Marquis St. Simon 
began to embark for the West-Indies, and

e
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about the 5th of November de Grasse sail- 
ed from the Chesapeak.

Memorable events recorded in this chapter.

Anno 1780.

Sir Henry Clinton sends 3000 troops to the 
bay of Chesapeak.

The French and Spanish fleet farm a junc
tion in the West-Indies. )

Mr. Laurens taken in his passage to HdV' 
land.

Sir Joseph Yorke leaves the Hague.

Anno 1781.

Lieut. Col. Tarlcibn detached after Gen. 
Morgan by whom he is defeated.

Sir George Rodney and Gen. Vaughan take 
St. Eustatia, St. Martins and Saba.

The French troops join the Americans un
der Washington.

Sir Samuel Hood and Count de Grasse en
gage. 1

Lord Cornwallis repairs to York Town açd 
Gloucester.

Is obliged to capitulate, and surrender York 
Town and Gloucester.

De Grasse sails for the West-Indies.
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CHAP. X.

ON the 27th of November, the king of 
England went to the house of peers, 

and opened the sessions of parliament. 
Warm debates took place on account of the 
ruinous manner in which the American war 
was continued ; but Lord North and his 
party, who thought they had not yet carried 
things far ‘enough, maintained a consider
able majority in the house of commons. Mr. 
Burke had made several motions relattv&^o 
the release of Mr. Laurens from the Tower. 
However, at length, Mr. Laurens was 
brought before Lord Mansfield, on the last 
day of the year, in consequence of an order 
from the secretary of state, and was dis
charged upon certain conditions. «

The naval force of France and Spain in 
the West-Indies, in the month of February, 
1782, amounted to 60 ships of the line, and 
their land forces when joined would have 
formed a considerable army. Jamaica had 
no more than six incomplete battalions of 
regular troops and the militia of the island 
to défend it -, and therefore intense of at
tack, must have been soon conquered. The 
arrival of Sir Georgé Rodney with twelve 
sail of the line at Barbadoes, and his sub
sequent junction with Sir Samuel Hood’» 

P 2
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squadron, together with the arrivai of three 
ships of the line from England a few days af
terwards, perhaps providentially saved Ja
maica from falling into the hands of the ene
my. The English fleet at St. Lucia amount
ing to 36 ships of the line, and the force un
der de Grasse at Martinico to 34. The 
metal Of the French is always heavier than 
that of the English, in equal rates, so that 
in this point the French had the advantage.

The van of the British fleet was com
manded by Sir Samuel Hood, the centre by 
Sir George Rodney, and the rqar by Admi
ral Sir Francis Drake. The three divis
ions of the French fleet were uncler Count 
de Grasse, Mons. de Vaudreuil, and Mons. 
de Bougainville. (

On the 8th of April, the French fleet be
gan to turn out of Fort Royal hatbor early 
to the morning, with a great convby under 
their protection, all bound to the French or 
Spanish ports m Hispaniola. De Grasse, in 
order to avoid an encounter on his passage, 
meant to keep close in underthe islands, till 
he had eluded the pursuit of the English. 
However their departure from the bay was 
so speedily communicated by signals from 
the frigates, and the English fleet was in such 
excellent preparation, that all the ships were 
clear of Gross Islet Bay by noon, and pur- 

* sued with the utmost expedition ; so that the 
French saved only a flew hours, by being

Thz History of
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masters of the time of departure. The 
English gained sight of them under Domi
nique at night, and afterwards regulated 
the pursuit by signals.

Early the next morning, Count de Grasse 
formed the line of battle, and thereby af
forded an opportunity to his convoy for 
proceeding on their course, while he re
mained to abide the consequences. The 
van of the English fleet first closed with the 
French centre, while the English centre and 
rear were becalmed. The action commenc
ed about nine o’clock on the ninth. The 
Barfieur, Sir Samuel Hood’s own ship, had 
at times seven and generally three ships fir
ing upon her, and none of the division escap
ed encountering a disproportionate force. 
The firm and effectual resistance with which 
they supported all the efforts of the enemy’s 
superiority, was to the highest degree glori
ous. At length the leading ships of the cen
tre were enabled to come up to their assist
ance. These were soon followed by Sir 
George Rodney in the Formidable, with his^, / 

' seconds the Namur and the Duke, all of 90 ’
guns : they made and supported a most tre
mendous fire. De Grasse now changed the 
nature of the action, and kept at such a dis
tance during the remainder of the engage
ment, as might prevent any thing decisive 
happening. The rest of the English fleet 
coming up De Grasse withdrew his ships



176 The Bistort of

from the action, and evaded all the effort» 
of the English commanders for its renewal. 
Two of the French ships were so damaged, 
that they were obliged to quit the fleet, and 
nut into Guadaloupe. On the side of the 
English the Royal Oak and the Montague 
suffered extremely ; but they were capable 
of being repaired at sea, so as not to be un
der the ncpessity of quitting the fleet.

On the 11th the French fleet weathered 
Guadeloupe, and gained such a distance, 
thatjthe body of their fleet could only be de
scried from the mast-heads of the British 
centre» and all hopes of Sir George Rod
ney’s coming up with them seemed to be at 
an end. In this critical situation, one of the 
French ships, which had suffered in the ac 
tion, was perceived, about noon, to fall off 
considerably from the rest of the fleet to lee
ward. This produced signals from the Eng
lish admiral for a general chase, which was 
so vigorous that the Agamemnon, and some 
others of the headmost of the English line, 
were coming up so fast with this ship that 
she would assuredly have been cut off be
fore evening had not; her signals and immi
nent danger induced de Grasse to bear down 
with his whole fleet to her assistance. This 
movement put it out of the power of the 
French to avoid fighting. The pursuing 
English fell back into their station, and a 
close line was formed.-—The French also
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prepared for battle with the greatest résolu- 
tion, and the night passed in preparations 
on both sides.

'About seven o’clock in the morning, of 
the 12th of April, the battle commenced, 
and was continued with unremitting fury 
until near the same hour in the evening.— 
As the English came up, they ranged slow
ly along the French line, and close under 
their lee. Being so near every shot took 
effect, and the trench ships being so full 
of men, the carnage in them was prodigious. 
The Formidable, Admiral Rodney’s ship, 
fired near eighty broadsides, and it may be 
supposed the rest were not idle. The French 
stood and returned this dreadful fire with the 
utmost firmness, each side fighting, as if the 
honor and fate of their country were that day 
to be decided.

Sir George Rodney in the Formidable» 
with his seconds the Namur and the Duke, 
and immediately supported by the Canada, 
between twelve and one o’clock, hove di
rectly and with full sail athwart the French 
line and successfully broke through, about 
three ships short of the centre, where Count 
de Grasse commanded in the Ville de Paris 
of 110 guns. Being followed and support
ed by the remainder of his division, and 
wearing round close about the enemy, he 
effectually separated their line. This bold 
adventure proved decisive. The battle lasted
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till sunset, for the French fought with the 
greatest bravery.

The British fleet having now gained the 
wind of the French, their general confusion 
was completed. Hood’s division had been 
long becalmed and kept out of action ; but 
his head ships and part of his centre, as far 
at least as the Barfleur, which he himself 
commanded, came up at this juncture, and 
contributed to render the victory more de
cisive. The Cæsar, Glorieux, and Hector, 
soon struck their colours but not till after 
they had made the most doble defence.

Count de Grasse was _ nobly supported, 
even after the line was broken ; and the Di
adem, a French 74, went down by a single 
broadside, in a generous exertion to save 
him. The Ville de Paris was almost reduc
ed to a wreck, but de Grasse still held out. 
At length Hood in the Barfleur approached 
him just at sunset, and poured in a most 
destructive fire. The Ville de Paris sup
ported ah these shocks for a quarter of an 
hour after, when she struck to Sir Samuel 
Hood- It was said, that at the time she 
struck, there were but three men left alive 
and unhurt on the upper deck, and that the 
çount was one of them.

The Caesar was unfortunately set on fire, 
and blew up in the night of the action. A 
lieutenant and 50 English seamen perished, 
with about 40Q prisoners. The number of
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the French slain in this engagement, and 
that of the ninth, was computed at three 
thousand and near double that number 
wounded. The small superiority of Bri
tish ships in point of number, contributed 
nothing to the success of the day, as more 
of Hood’s division than that difference a- 
mounted to, were prevented coming into 
action through the want of wind. The whole 
loss of the English, in killed and wounded 
in the two actions, was stated only ÿ 1050, 
of which 253 were killed on the spot.

In the Ville de Paris were found thirty- 
six chests of money, destined to pay the
subsistence of the troops in the designed 
attack on Jamaica. Sir Samuel Hood being 
sent in pursuit of the scattered enemy, on 
the 19th he came up and took the Jason 
and Canton of 64 guns each, and two fri
gates.

Thus the French lost eight ships of the 
line : six were in possession of the English, 
one had been sunk, and the Cæsar blew up * 
after her capture. The English having join
ed off Cape Tiberoon, and the French hav
ing no force to the windward, Sir George 
Rodney proceeded with the disabled ships 
and prizes to Jamaica, as well for their re
pair, as the greater security of the Island, 
phould the combined fleet still venture upon 
the prosecution of their former design. 
Sir Samuel Hood was left with about 25
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ships of the line to keep the sea, and watch 
the motions of the enemy.

Let us now return to North America, 
where all parties seemed to be heartily tired 
of the war. On the 5th of May, Sir Guy 
Carleton arrived at New-York, and oq the 
7th he wrote to Gen. Washington, and sent 
him some public papers, that his excellen
cy might learn from them, the dispositiçn 
that prevailed in the government and peo
ple of Great Britain, relative to the making 
of a pekce with America.

The British administration having re
solved upon abandoning all offensive ope
rations in America, the scheme of evacuat
ing all the weakest posts in the United 
States was adopted. Accordingly, on the 
11th of July Savannah was evacuated, and 
the Americans immediately took possession 
of it, the works and town being left perfect.

On the 14th of December, Gen. Leslie, 
who commanded at Charleston, completed 
the embarkation of his troops, and quitted 
that town. Gen. Wayne, with the legion and 
light infantry, had been before their works 
for several days, by order of Gen. Greene. 
It was hinted to him from Gen. Leslie, 
through a certain medium, that if they were 
permitted to embark without interruption, 
every care should be taken for the preserva
tion of the town. Wayne was directed to 
accede to the proposal, the Britishalsoagree-
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ing not to fire on the town after getting on 
board. The conditions being fully under
stood by both parties, Charleston was eva
cuated and possessed without the least con
fusion, the American advance following 
close on the British rear. The governor 
was conducted into his capital the same 
day ; the civil police established the day 
following, and on the third the town was 
opened for business. On the 17th the Bri- 

v tish crossed the bar, and went to sea.
Everything now seemed to announce the 

*2 approach of peace. The American com
missioners expedited the négociation with 
the utmost assiduity, ahd on the 30th of 
November, provisional articles were agreed 
upon and signed, to take effect whenever 
terms of peace should be finally settled w ith 
the court of France. The business was 
finished so privately and unexpectedly that 
the ministers and ambassadors, as well as 
others in and about the court of Versailles, 
were surprised upon hearing the news.

We must not here avoid mentioning an 
unfortunate event, which happened at the 

, close of the still more unfortunate American 
war. Ten men of war, including Count dc 
Grasse’s ships, with a large fleet of mer
chantmen from Jamaica, suffered exceed
ingly by a tremendous gale of wind off 
Newfoundland, on the 17th of September. 
The Ville de Paris and the Glorieux foun-

Q
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dered, and only one man out of the comple
ment,of both ships escaped to tell the ipel- * 
ancholy tale. The Hector also sunk ; but 
being descried in time by a snow that made 
towards them, the crew were saved. The 
Ramilies went down, but her people were 
saved by the merchantmen in company. 
The Centaur was likewise lost, and all her 
company, except twelve, with the captain, 
who got into the only remaining boat. They 
traversed a space of near 800 miles on the 
Atlantic ocean, without compass or quad
rant, and with a blanket for a sail. They 
had only two biscuits divided among them 
every twenty-four hours ; and as much 
water during that space to every man, as 
the neck of a wine bottle broken off would 
hold. At the expiration of sixteen days 
when the last division of biscuit and water 
had been made, to their inexpressible joy, 
they discovered the Portuguese island of 
Faÿal, where they safely arrived at night, 
and received every assistance their melan
choly situation demanded#

On the 3d of September, 1783, the defin
itive treaties between Great Britain, France 
end Spain, were signed at Versailles by 
the respective plenipotentiaries authorized 
for that purpose. On thç same day, the 
definitive treaty with'Great Britain and the 
United States of America was also signed 
it Paris, by David Hartley, Esq. the Bri-
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tish plenipotentiary, and John Adams, Ben
jamin Frankjln, and John Jay, the plenipo
tentiaries of the said states.

By the articles of this treaty, his Britan
nic majesty acknowledged the indepen
dence of the Thirteen United States of Ame
rica, to wit, New-Hampshire, Massachu
setts, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, New- 
York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina and Georgia. He also re
linquished all claims to the government of 
the said states, and consented to treat with 
them as a free and independent people. 
Their boundaries were also settled, and 
they were allowed the liberty of fishing and 
drying fish as usual on the banks of New
foundland.

The particulars of the treaty between 
Great Britain, France, and Spam, will be 
found i|i our history of England, to which 
it more properly belongs.

Thus ended the unhappy American war, 
which added to the national debt of the mo
ther country one hundred and twenty mil
lion pounds sterling, besides the loss of 
many thousands of our bravest officers, sol
diers, and seamen, to the disgrace and in
famy of those ministers, who advised and 
carried it on, contrary to the general voice 
of the people of Great Britain !
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Memorable events recorded in this chapter.

Anno 1781.

Mr. Laurens discharged from his confine- 
meat in the Tower of London.

Anno 1782.

The fleets of Sir George Rodney and Count 
de Grasse meet in the West-Indies.

They engage, and Count de Grasse is de
feated and taken.

Savannah evacuated by the British forces.
And afterwards Charleston in South Caro

lina.
Provisional articles of peace signed between 

the British and American commissioners.

Anno 1783.

The definitive treaties between Great Bri
tain, France, Spain, and America signed*



appentis
Conjlitution of the United States.

WE, The People of the United State», in order to form a 
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic 
Tranquility, provide for the common Defence, promote 
the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings m Liberty 
to ourselves and our Posterity, DO ordain and *:s- 
TA8MSH this CONSTITUTION for the UNITE Ü 
STATES of AMERICA. f

ARTICLE I.
Section 1. A LL legislative powers herein granted shall b« 

£\ vested in a Congress of the United States, 
which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.

Sec. 3. The house of representatives shall be composed of 
members chosen every second year by the people of the se
veral states ; and the electors m each State shall have the 
qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous 
branch of the state legislature.

No person shall be a representative who shall net have at
tained to the age of twenty-five years, and been seven years 
n citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elect
ed, be an inhabitant of that state ia which he shall be chosen.

Representatives, and direct taxes, shall be apportioned 
among the several states which may be included within this 
union, according to their respective numbers, which shall 
be determined by adding to the whole number of free per
sons, including those bound to service for a term of years, 
and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other per
sons. The actual enumeration shall be made within three 
years after the first meeting of the congress of the United 
States, and within every subsequent term of tea years, in , 
such manner as they shall by law direct. The number of 
representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thou
sand, but each state shall have at least one representative ; 
and until such enumeration shall he made, the state of New- 
Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three ; Massachusetts, 
eight ; Rhode-lsland and Providence Plantations, one ; Con
necticut, five ; Ntw-York, six ; New-Jtrsey, four ; Penu- 

Q2
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eylvania, eight j Delaware, one ; Maryland, six ; Virginia, 
ten ; North-Carolina, five ; South-Carol ina, five ; and Geor
gia, three.

When vacancies happen in the representation from any 
state, the executive authority thereof shall issue writs of 
election to fill such vacancies.

The house of representatives shall chuse their speaker and 
other officers ; and shall have the sole power of impeach
ment.

Sec. 3. The Senate of the United States shall be compos
ed of two senators from each state, chosen by the legislature 
thereof, for six years ; and each senator shall have one 
vote.

Immediately after they shall tit assembled, in consequence 
of the first election, they shall be divided as equally as may 
be into three classes. The seats of the senators of the first 
class shall be vacated at the expiration of the second yeai> 
of the second class at the expiration of the fourth year, and 
of the third class at the expiration of the sixth year, so that 
one-third may be chosen every second ye at ; and if vacan
cies happen by resignation, or otherwise, during the recess 
of the legislature <3 any state, the executive thereof may 
snake temporary appointments until the next meeting of the 
legislature, which shall then fill such vacancies.

No person shall be a senator who shall not have attained 
to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a citizen of 
the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an in
habitant of that state for which he shall be chosen.

The vice-presiden\ of the United States shall be president 
of the senate, but shill have no vote unless they be equally 
divided.

Tbe senate shall chose their other officers and also a pre
sident pro tempore, in the absence of the vice-president, or 
when he shall exercise the office of president of the United
States.

The senate shall have the sole power to try all impeach
ments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on oath 
or affirmation. When the president of the United States is 
tried, the chief justice shall preside : And no person shall 
be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the 
members present.

Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend fur
ther than to removal from office, and disqualification to hold 
and enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit under the Unit
ed States ; but the party convicted shall nevertheless be
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*ble and subject to indictment, trial, judgment and punish
ment according to law.

Sec. 4. Tile times, places and manner of holding elections 
for senators and representatives, shall be prescribed in each 
state by the legislature thereof ; but the congress may at any 
time by law make or alter snch regulations, except as to the 
places of chusing senators.

The congress shall assemble at least once in every year, 
and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, 
unless they shall by law appoint a different day.

Sec. 5. Each house shall be the judge of the elections, re
turns and qualifications of its own members, and a majority 
of each shall constitute a quorum to do business ; but a smal
ler number may adjourn from day to day, and may be autho
rized to compel the attendance of absent members, in such 
manner, and under such penalties as each house may pro
vide.

Each house may determine the roles of its proceedings, 
punish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the 
concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member.

Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and 
from time to time publish the same, excepting such parts as 
may in their judgment require secrecy ; and the yeas and 
nays of the members of either house on any question shall at 
the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the 
journal.

Neither house, during the session of congress, shall with
out the consent of the other, adjourn for more than three 
days, nor to any other place than that in which the two houses 
shall be sitting.

Sec. 6. The senators and representatives shall receive a 
compensation for their services, to be ascertained by law, and 
paid out of the treasury of the United States. They shall in 
all cases, except treason, felony and breath of the peace, he 
privileged from arrest during their altemftnce at the session 
of their respective houses, and in going to and returning 
from the same ; and for any speech or debate in either 
house, they aUali not be questioned in any other place.

No senator or representative shall, diuring the time for 
which he was elected, be appointed to any civil office under 
the authority of the United States, which shall have been 
created, or the emoluments whereof shall have been increas
ed during such time ; and no person holding any office under 
the United States, shall be a member of either house during 
his continuance in office.

I
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Sec. 7. All bill» for railing revenue shall originate in the 
house of representatives ; but the senate may propose or con
cur with amendments as on other bills.

Every bill which shall have passed the house of represen
tatives and the senate, shall, before it become a law, be pre
sented to the president of the United States j if he approve 
he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with Itis objec
tions, to that house in which it shall have originated, who 
«hall enter the objections at large on their journal, and pro
ceed to reconsider it. If after auch reconsideration two-thi rds 
of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, to
gether with the objections, to the other house, by which it 
shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved bv two-thirds 
of that house, it shall become a law. But in all such coses 
the votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and 
nays, and the names of the persons voting for and against the 
bill shall be entered on the journal of each house respectively. 
If any bill shall not be returned by the president within ten 
days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented, 
to him, the same shall be a law, in like manner as if he had 
signed it, unless the congress bv their adjournment prevent 
its return, in which case it shall not be a law.

Every order, resolution or vote to which the concurrence 
of the senate and house of representatives may be necessary 
(except on a question of adjournment) shall be presented to 
the president of the United States ; and before the same shall 
lake effect, shall bcapproved by him, or, being disapproved 
by him, shall be re-passed by two-thirds of the senate and 
house of representatives, according to the rules and limita, 
lions prescribed in the case of a bill.

Sec. 8. The congress shall have power
To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to 

pay the debts and provide for the common defence and gene
ral welfare of the United States ; but all duties, impoats and 
caches shall be uuiformAhroughout the United States :

To borrow money on the credit of the United States ;
To regulate commerce with foreign nations,and among the 

several states, and with the Indian tribea ;
To establish an uniform rule of naturalisation, and uniform 

laws on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the United 
States ;

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign 
eoin, and fix the standard of weights and measures ;

To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the accu- 
ritiea and current coin ol the United States.
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To establish post-offices and post-roads ;
To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by se- 

surlng for limited times to authors and inventors the exclu
sive right to their respective writings and discoveries ;

To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme court ;
To define and punish piracies and felonies committed o# 

the high seas, and offences against the law of nations ;
To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and 

make rules concerning captures on land and water ;
To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of m*- 

*ey to that use shall be for a longer term than two years ;
To provide and maintain a navy ;
To make rules for the government and regulation of the 

land and naval forces ;
To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws 

ef the union, suppress insurrections and repel invasions ;
To provide for organizing, arming and disciplining the 

militia, and for governing such part of them as may be em
ployed in the service of the United States, reserving to the 
states respectively, the appointment of the officers, and the 
authority of training the militia according to the discipline 
prescribed by congress.

To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, 
ever such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, 
by cession of particular states, and the acceptance of con
gress, become the seat of the government of the United 
States, and to exercise like authority over all places pur
chased by the consent of the legislature of the state in which 
the same shall be, for the erection of forts, magazines, arse
nals, dock-yards, and other needful buildings ;

And, to make all laws which shall be necessary and pro
per for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and 
all other powera vested by this constitution in the govern
ment of the United States, or in any department or oScer 
thereof.

Sec. 9. The migration or importation of such persons as 
any of the states now existing shall think proper to admit, 
shall not be prohibited by the congress prior to the year one 
thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be 
imposed on such importation, not exceeding ten dollars for 
each person.

The privilege of the writ of Ziabeat corfiut shall not be sus- 
pended, unless when, in cases of rebellion or invasion, the 
public safety may require it.

No bill of attainder or ex fait Jocto law shall be assed.
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No capitation, or other direct tax, shall^>e laid, unira» In 
proportion to the Census or enumeration heroin before direct
ed to be taken. \

No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any 
state. No preference shall be given by ahy regulation of 
Commerce or revenue to the ports of one state over those of 
another ; nor shall vessels bound to, or from, one state, be 
obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in anbther.

No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in con
sequence of appropriations made by law ; and a regular 
statement and account of the receipts and expenditures of 
all public money shall be published from time to time.

No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States : 
and no perssn holding any office of profit or trust under them 
shall, without tly* consent of the congress, accept of any pre- f 
sent, emolument, office, or title of any kind whatever, fromr ' 
any king, prince or foreign state. ,

See. 10. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance or 
confederation ; grant letters of marque and reprisal ; coin 
money ; emit bills of credit ; make any thing but gold and 
silver coin a tender in payment of debts ; puss any bill of at
tainder, ex fioit Jaclo law, or law impairing the obligation 
of contracts, or grant any title of nobility.

No state shall, without the consent of the congress, lay any 
imposts or duties on imports or exports, except what may 
be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws, 
and the nett produce of all duties and imposts, laid by any 
state on imports or exports, shall be for the use of the trea
sury of the United States ; and all such laws shall be subject 
to the revision and contvoul of the congress. No state shall, 
without the consent of congress, lay any duty of tonnage, 
keep troops or ships of war in time of peace, enter into any 
agreement or compact with another state, or with a foreign 
power, or engage in war, unless actually invaded, or in such 
imminent danger as will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE II.
See. 1. The executive power shall be vested in a Pre

sident of the United States of America. He shall hold hie 
office during the term of four years, and, together with 
the Vice-President, chosen for the same term, be elected 
at follows :

Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the legislature 
thereof may direct, a number of electors, equal to the whole
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number of senators and representatives to which the state 
may be entitled in the congress ; but no senator or repre
sentative, or person holding an office, of trust or profit, 
under the United States, shall lie appointed an elector.

The electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote 
by ballot for two persons, of whom one at least shall not be 
an inhabitant of the same state with themselves. And they 
shall make a list of all the persons voted for, and of the 
number of votes for each ; which list they shall sign and 
certify, and traînait sealed to the seat of the government of 
the United States, directed to the president of the senate ; 
the president of the senate shall, in the presence of the sen
ate and house of representatives, open all the certificates, 
and the votes shall then be counted. The person having 
the greatest number of votes shall be the president, if such 
number be a majority of the whole number of electors ap
pointed ; and if there be more than one who have such ma
jority, and have an equal number of votes, then the house of 
representatives shall immediately chuse by ballot one of 
them for president ; and if no person have a majority, then 
from the five highest on the list, the said house shall in like 
manner chuse the president. But in chusing the president 
the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from 
each state having one vote ; a quorum for this purpose shall 
consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the 
states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to 
a choice. In every case, after the choice of the president, 
the person having the greatest number of votes of the elec
tors, shall be the vice-president. But if there shall remain 
two or more who have equal votes, the senate shall chuse 
from them by ballot the vice-president. [s« Amendment!.] 

The congress may determine the time of chusing the 
electors, and the day' on which they shall give their votes $ 
which day shall be the same throughout the United States, 

No person, except a natural born citiaen, or a citizen of 
the United States, at the time of the atiopthm of this consti
tution, shall be eligible to the office of president ; neither 
shall any person be eligible to that office who shall not have 
attained to the age of thirty-five years,- and been fourteen 
years a resident within the United States.

In case of the removal o.f the president from office, or of 
bis death, resignation, or inability to discharge the powers 
and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve on the 
vice-president, and the congress may by law provide for 
the esse of removal, death, resignation, or inability, both of
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the president and vice-president, declaring what officer shall 
then act as president, and such officer shall act accordingly, 
until the disability be removed, or a president shall be 
elected.

The president shall, at stated times, receive for his ser
vices a compensation, whicb»shall neither be encreased nor 
diminished during the period for which he shall havybeen 
elected, and he shall not receive within that perj^l any 
other emolument from the United States, or any o^hem.

Before he enter on the execution of his officjé, he shall 
take the following oath or affirmation :
“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) thaf I will faithfully 

“ execute the office of president of the United States, and 
“ will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and de- 
“ fend the constitution of the United States." **■

Sec. 2. The president shall be commander in chief of the 
army and navy of the United States, and of the militia of 
the several states, when called into the actual service of the 
United States ; he may require the opinion, in writing, of 
the principal officer in each of the executive departments, 
upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective 
offices, and he shall have power to grant reprieves ancfpfrr- 
dons for offences against the United States, except in cases 
of impeachment.

He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent 
of the senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the 
senators present concur ; and he shall nominate, and by and 
with the advice and consent of the selate, shall appoint am
bassadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges of the 
supreme court, and all other officers of the United States, 
■whose appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, 
and which shall be established l;y law. But the congress 
may by law vest the appointment of such inferior officers as 
they think proper in the president alone, in the courts of 
law, or in the heads of departments.

The president shall have power to fill up all vacancies 
that may happen during the recess of the senate, by grant
ing commissions which shall expire at the end of their next 
session.

Sec. 3. He shall from time te time give to the congress 
information of the state of the union, and recommend to their 
consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary and 
expedient; he may, on extraordinary occasions, convene 
both houses, or either m them, and in case of disagreement 
between them with respect to the time of adjournment, be
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ARTICLE HI.
Sec. 1. The judicial power of the United rotes shell be 

vetted in one supreme court,' and in each inferior courts, as 
the congress may from time to time ordain and establish.— 
■pie judges, both of the supreme and Inferior courts, shall 
bold their offices during good behaviour, and shall, at mated 
times, receive for their services, a compensation, which shall 
not be diminished during their continuance in office.

Set. 1. The judicial power shall extend to nil cnees, In
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United States shall be a party ; to controversies between two 
or more stems, between a state end eitiaens of another state, 
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states, citisens or subjects. [s« undiwi, Art. xi.j •
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enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be 
toovkted of treason unless on the teetimerr of two witness*
«S to thesnaaeoewt act, «ran confession in open court.

The eon gross shall Juve power to declare the punish
ment of toss son, but no attainder of treason shall work cos. 
«•option of blood* or fortbltwr», except during the life of the. 
p^ooo attainted. <,

ARTICLE IV.
Arc. 1. Full faith sad credit shall he given, In each state 

to Uteftbllc acts, records, and judicial proceedings of euerT 
ether state. And the congress may, by general laws, pre- 
scribe the manner In which such acts, records and proceed
ings shall be proved, end the effect thereof.

, Arc. 1. The citiaens of each state shall be entitled to all 
privileges and immunités of citiaens in the several states. , 

A person charged in any state with treason, felony, or 
other crime, who shall flee from justice, anti be found in 
another state, shall, on demand of the executive authority 
of the state from which he fled, be delivered up, to be re
moved to the state having jurisdiction of the crime.

No person, held to service or labor in one stole, under the 
laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, In consequence 
of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such 
service or labor ; but shall be delivered up on claim of the 
party to whom such service or labor may be due.

ttâgjr
this union ;

tflîtsjll t| . ’w -an
formed by the junction of tiro or more states, or parts of 
states, without the consent of the legislatures of the states 
concerned, as well aa of the congress. . ',

The congress shall have#ower to dispose of, and make aU 
needful rules and l

claims of the United Sta tes, or of any |
MM.TM 

ia this onion, i 
protect each oil ■
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talion, or, on the application of the legfotitereecftwAIrdy 
of the several states, shall call a contention far proposing 
amendme nts, which, In either case, shall be valid, te all In
tents and purposes, as part of this constitution, when ralli
ed by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several i 
or by conventions in three-fourths thereof, ae thee 
ether mode of ratilcation may be proposed by the r 
provided, that no amendment, which nrty be mad 
the yeâr one thousand eight hundred aad eight, ah 
manner alfcet the lut aad fourth clauses In the t 
Sion of the Int article} and that no «ate, without its I 
shell be deprlred of its equal suffrage in the senate.

ARTICLE VI.
1 All debts contracted and engage menti entered into, before 
the adoption of this constitution, shall be aa valid against the 
United Stiles under this constitution, as under the confcder-

This constitution, aid the laws of the United States wtidW 
shall be made in pursuance thereof ; and ell treaties uladta 
or which shall be m*de, under the authority of thé United 
States, shall be the supreme law of the land : and the judges 
in every state shall be bound thereby, pny thing in the con
stitution or laws of any state to the contrary not with stind-

Si’he senators and representatives before mentioned, and 
thé members of the several state legislatures, and all execu
tive and judicial officers, both of the United States end ed 
the several states, shall be bound by oath or affirmation, U» 
support this constitution t bat no religious test shall ever be 
required aa a qualification to any office or public trust un
der tbs United States. ' - •“ - ;

ARTICLE Vit V'JÊL
The ratification nf the conventions of nine states shall be 

■ancient for the establishment of this constitution between 
the states so ratifying the same. ' ,
i Done *l Coirvrntion, by the unanlmout tentent of He 
y*‘ St otto fire tent, the teventeenih day of September, in 
** the peer of our Lord one thousand teven hundred mod 
*Hgjrhty-teora, and of the Independence of the United 

State! qf Jmeriea the twelfth. In wUnete whereof we 
twee hereunto tubterihed our name*. I

Co s WASHINGTON, President,
and Deputy from Virginie, v■Imds-ata.
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has affected to Ihe military iidipinillit ofj Wfffi
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ton oj
for redreii in the most humble terms : our repented petitions 
harr been answered only by repeated injury. A prince 
whose character is thus marked by erery act which may de 
fine a tyrant, i« unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our Hritiah 
brethren. We have warned them from lime to time of at
tempts made by their legialature.to extend an unwarrantable 
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circum
stances of our emigration and settlement here. We have 
appealed to their native juatice and magnanimity, and we 
have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred, to 
disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt 
our connexion and correspondence. They too hare been 
deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must 
therefore acquiesce in the neceasity which denounces our 
séparation and hold them as we hold the rest of mankind, 
enemies in war ; in peace, friends.

We, therefore, the reprewntefivet of the United States 
of America, in General Congress assembled, appealing to 
the Supreme Judge of the world, for the rectitude of our in
tentions, do in the name, and by the authority of the good 

I people ol these colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That 
these united colonies are, and of right ought to be, FREE 
AND INDEPENDENT STATES ; that they are absolved 
from all allegiance to the British crown, and that all politic
al connexion between them and the state of Great Britain is, 
and ought to be totslly dissolved -, and that asfree and inde
pendent states, they have full power to levy war, conclude 
peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all 
other acts and things wliich independent states may of right 
do. And for the support of this declaration, with a firm re
liance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually 
pledge to each other, our lives, our fortunes and our sacred 
honor. JOHN HANCOCK, President.
JVrw Hjnpihirt, JoBab Bsrtlett, Wlltlsm Whirplr. SHtlhrw ThorSlon. » 
Meuutthuietti-Bay, Samuel Adams, John Adifin»». Hob. T. Paine, Elbridge Qtrry 
Rhode- hLind, Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery
CJfnMfticut, Roger Sherman, Sami. Huntington. Wm. Williams, Oli+ér1Wolcott 
lient’York, WUUara Fiord, Philip Liviuffton, Francis Lewis. Lewis Morris.
N«ttpfortoy, Rich. Stockton, J. Witherlpooi., Fr. Hopkinfon, 1. Hart, /Uk Clark. 
Pennsylvania, Robert Morris, Benjamin Uutb,Benjamin Tran kiln, Jdttii'Rfortuje, 

George Cltmer; yames Smith, George Taylor, James Willon, George Rofs. 
LJclanv.ire, Ceiar Rodney, George Head.
Maryland, Sam. Chafe, Wm. Paca, Tho. Stone, Charles Cartel!, of Carrollton. 
Virginia, Oeo, Wvthe. Rich. H Lee. Th. JFefèrfon, Benjamin Harriion, Thoms* 

Nclfon. jun, Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Si aaiun.
Péri h-Carolina, William Hooker, jofeph Hewes, John Penn.
South Carolina, Edw. Rutledge, Th Heyward, jr. Th. Ly*cb,jr. Ar.h 
Qoorgta, Button tiwumett, LymanHad, George WaltuA.

1


