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. SONR OF THF, DIFFICULTIES THAT MAY LR IX-
PECTED IN THE STUDY OF THE WORD AND WAXS
oF GOD,

Tt is known to cvery one who has had experi-
in the Lusiness and affairs of life, that valua-
» things can scldom be acquired but at the ex-
seof greatpaing andlabour. They whowould
wealth must submit to the toil and drad-
ry of business, or hazard their health and life in
orcign and insalubrious climate ; they who would
ccced inthe carcer of ambition must ply all those
nous and laborious arts which are necessary to
eirend. Nor arcthe distinctions of science and
erature to be obtained on casier conditions. Ma-
long hours of study and solitudc are necessary
'gain cven a tolerable name, and to prevent the
sroach of ignorance anddulness. Itisa general
w, indced, which cxtends to v cry luman pur-
it; that Jabour aud attention are the conditions
) whichalone cinincuce is to be attained.

We shallnot at present cnquire at much length,
the rcasons aud advantagcs of this condi-
of things, The proofs for the reality of e
istence are cvery where around nnumerable ;
since it is %o, it would be foolish to xum-'ulc,
pposing religious hnowledge tobe valuable, that
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itcould be acquired onany othier terns than those on
which other valuable things arcacquired. Itisnot
casy indced to imagine any other scheme of jm~
parting kuowledge to man, in his present circum-
stances, than that which las been adopted by our
great Creator.  Our rcligious knowledze and feel-
g might, it is truc, have been divectly communi-
cated and stamped upon our minds by the finger
of God, and it might have determined our actions
with the infallibility of instinct; but, had this
becn the casc, man would not ther have been what
he now is, a rational, voluntary, and moral being,
but an animal similar in kind to the brute tribes
which roam around him, and superior to them only
by amorc exquisite organizationand a more cle-
vated direction of his imstinctive powers, and not
by moral worth or rational attainments, If his
characte s a moral agent be preserved, it is not
casy to conjccture auy other possible scheme of
unproving his moral and intellectual nature than by |
gradual advances depending such on his own per-
sonal exertions,

But it is prcsumptuous and unphilosophical.to
furm conjectures and theorics of things unsup-
portcd by any factscxisting in nature.  'Were this

mode of reasomng to be allowed, objections might
be made agumnst the frame and constitution of the
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world from which an impious caviller might pre-
sume to question the divine omniecience, and have
arrogance envugh to corrcct the workmanship of
the infinite Creator, How much, might such a
caviller exclaim, is the surface of the earth de-
formed with barrcnhéaths and sandy deserts! To
how much better purpose might the sandy deserts
of Arabia and Africa be applied, than by leaving
them inuscless, dreary, barren desolation—a black
spot of imperfection on this fair globe. Iow often
aretho hopes of the year scorched and destroyed
from the irregular distribution of heat and rain!
Haw often docs thorain fall usclessly upon thesea,
leaving the neighbouring fields parched and dry,
while hunger, misery and dcath ravage among the
helpless inhabitants! Tle imagination can con-
ccive an order of things in which the dews and
rains wouid descend just where and when they
might be wanted, and can picture to itself an ar-
rangement much more conducive to the enjoyment
of animated beinge—a golden age in which the
miseries of our iron days would be unknown.
But, it is presumptuous and unwarrantable for
reason to speculate in such idle dreams. The task
would be interminable and unproductive of any
good. And if sucha mode of conjecturing be dis-
carded in natural history, why should it be tolera-
ted in religion whether natural or revealed ; and if
natural religion be recognized by all éxcept athe-
ists and madmen, notwithstanding theabstruscness
or éven incomprehensibility of many of its doc-
trines, why may not revcaled religion be received,
although attended with similar difficulties, especial-
1y since such might have been expected a priori
both from the nature of the subject and the limited
powersof the human mind.

It might be casy to adduce the testimony of
the wisest men in all ages in regard to the limited
extent of human kaowledge and the unsatisfacto-
1y nature of human inquiry. Insuperable obsta-
cles appear at the very threshold of almost cvery
inquiry, and even in those subjects which are best
known, after we are removed a few steps from the
mere surface of things, we arc left in impenetrable
darkness. Instances are at hand in every écicnce.
The causcs of things arc all unknown. A few
facts comprise the sum of human knowledge.
Even in regard to the commoncst actions and con-
cerns of life, in which we oursclves are the agents,
we are surrounded with the same obscurity. At
the commencement of any undertaking, how rarc-
1y 3o we know the success that shall attend it, and
often indeed, it is beyond the reachof conjecture.
If there were any branch of science in which per-
fect knowledge could be attained it would be an
anomaly in the subjects of human thought.

ON BOMRB OF TIUB DIFFICULTIRS IN THE STUDY OF TUB WORD AND WAYS OF GOD,

The mathematical sciences are commonly men-
tioncd as branches in which perfcet certainty is to
be attained, and this is true in regard to some parts
of them ; butitis well known that in the higher
branches of analysis, the certainty is by no meany
so great, and even in cases where the results are
true and uniform, there has been, and still is, much
diversity of opinion, in describing the rationale of
the process by which they are attained. T'o talk
of quantities indcfinitcly small, or to institutea
comparison of infinitics, is s unintelligible as the
most mysterious doctrines of psychology ; the
correctness of the conclusions procures a recep-
tion for the rcasoning, or rather the language of
the reasoning, and why should not the practical
conscquences of the other operate also in their fa-
vour—and the difficulties of both bo absorbed in
the utility, till the means of investigation become
more perfects

Yet there are many men who contend, that were
the scriptures a revelation from God, they would
only contain matter easy to be understood by
all those for whose benefit they were designed;
for a revelation that cannot be understood is ubvi-
ously no revelation at all. In answer to this ob-
Jjection it may be stated that the Jeading doctrines
aud precepts of Christ are so plainly stated inthe
sacred scriptures that they arc not likcly to be
greatly misunderstood by any honest mind to whiclk
they are proposed. The cream of this objection,
however, is not yet touched, for it is intended to
inginuate that because there are doctrines in scripe
ture, which though plainly enough expressed, arc
yet incomprchensible, (and because these are pre-
ccpts for which we can sce no reason,) therefore
they do not bear the stamp of & divine revelation,
for they are not commensurate with our capac-
tics, and cannot reccive our belief.  This objection
1sfounded on falsc idcas and ambiguousJanguage.
Iuone sense it is true; for of I have no understand-
mg at all of theterms of any proposition, I cannui
belicve ity yet I may have an indefinite idea of the
terms, which though neither clear nor full, may
still be a sufficicnt basis for belicf, Thus I havero
precise idea of unlionted space. The term is
merely negative; yet as I cannot limit space by
any cffort of imagination, I have sufficicnt reason
to believe that it 1s unlimited. The same rewark
will apply to all the divine attributes. We can
have no adequate conception of these—we cannot
measure them in their full extent ; yet, as we have
some conception of similar qualities in finite be-
ings, and as in transforming these to the divine
character, we are unable to conccive of themas
imperfect or limited, we have sufficient reason to
believe that they are infinite,
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Indecd the opinion that we cannot believe n
thing becanse we cannot comprehend it, has arieen
like many other unfounded notions from the pride
and ignorance of man, Were the human mind
able to grasp all tyuth—were it the casc, that cve-
ry thing which the human mind is unable to com-
prehend cannot be true—and were the understand-
ing of man the only measure of truth, there would
be some foundation for the opinion. But is this
thecase? If any man were to plead that his own
understanding was the limit of truth what would
be the comsequence? Many things which are
known certainly to one, would be pronounced un-
true and incredibleby another,andin the end there
would be no such thing as & standard of truth in
the world ; every man would have his own, and if
he acted on his own convictions, his physician
would be dismissed when his practice happened to
differ from the prejudices of Lis ignorant patient,
force would be necessary to compel all men to obe-
dience when the views of the governor did not co-
incide witl: those of the subject, and anarchy and
misery would embroil socicty.

Happily, however, such a miscrable state of
things can never ensuc, for the principle is false
from which it might arise; and we now maintainin
cpposition to it, that truth is truth unchanged in
its character, whether a man understandit or not,
and all truth is an object of belicf, if we are only
asgured of the fact, even although we can offer
no cxplanation of it. Thus if an acorn and an
oak are shewn to me, and it be affirmed on proper
testimony, that the oneis produced from the other,
I may firmly believe it, though ncither the indi-
viduals who give the testimony, nor I, know eny
thing of the cause or mode how the acorn grows
up into the gigantic oak. Were this not the case,
there could be no such thing as knowledge, for
knowledge consists in the belief of such facts—the
ultimate causes lie toodeep for human sagacity to
discover. What is known for cxample, respecting
clectricity, magnetism, light, chemistry, or any
otlier of the phcnomena of nature, but an accumu-
lation of facts? When these facts are observed
to occur uniformly in the same circumstarces it is
called a Jaur, ond sometimes in careless discourse,
this law iscalleda causc, as gravitation, forexample,
issaid to be the caxse of planctary motion; bot itis
quite obvious, that that tcrm denotes no more than

. the uniformity of the eficct. The same may be
said of all the phenomena and laws of nature.
But shall we not believe these as facts, because we
are ignorant of their causcs, or unable to explain
the reasons of them ? It is plain that we do; and
hencé men beliove many things, the mtionale of
which they carnot explain, ‘I hese remarks wa:

Q7

be applicd to the difficulties of revelations. They
arc stated to us na facts, and we can believe them
upon aatisfactory evidenee, although we may have
no adcquate notions of the thing or be unable dis-
tinctly to comprchendit. ‘Thus though we know
only in part, we may know with certainty,

Perhaps it may appear contradictory to the defi
nition that is commonly given of faith or belief,
that it is a rational act to affirm that we can believe
any thing that is above reason. But it is not ; for
we have already shewn that a thing may be true,
and therefore credible, though we cannot comipre-
hiend the manner of it, and that, upon rational and
satisfactory evidence of its truth, it may become
an object of our faith, The cvidence for the truth of
any thing may be derived from two sources. Firat,
cither from something internal in the thing which
may be comparcd and found to agree with other
known truths, and this is properly called know-
ledge. Secondly, when the internal knowledge of
the thing is unattainable, as in the case of incom-
prehensible things, that is, things which we have
no means at present of comparing with other things
already known; in which case we are not able to
judge of their truth or understand them——then,
still, we may be assured of their truth by external
evdence of credible witnesses. And if this evidenee
be complete and satisfactory, the fact or truth
which it supports may becomec an object of our
beliefy although we may be quitc unable to give
any explanation of it. Objects of this kind are
objects of belief, and if they arc contained in reve-
lation they are called objects of religious faith ;
and as any thing that can be understood by com-
parison with other-known things may become the
objects of our knowledge, so any truth or fact that
can be distinctly proved by proper evidence, how-
cver incompreheasible, if it be not absolutély con-
trary to reason, may become an object of our faith.
In this last case, we only belicve the existence of
the fact, and nothing morc ; the rcason of it is not
an object of our knowledge, and cannot therefure
be an object of our faith. Thus it is, that faithis
not, as some pretenders to reason have argued, a
bhind act, out of the province of reason, and strong-
est in weak and credulous minds.  'Wehaveshewn
that it is founded on evidence of which reason is
the anly judge, and of whick it must judge and ap-
prove before a rationul assent or a truc belief can
be produccd in the mind,

And here it may be proper to ohscrve that there
is a clear dlaunctmn to be made between thmm:
that are alore rcason, and things that are rontrary
to it.  Inthe first cas~ all we have to do is to sus-
jeud our judgment till the thing be proved cither
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by internal or external cvidence, that is, nntil we
discover from the nature of the thing itsclf that it
is agreeable to truth, or until we are satisficd of
ita tyuth from unexceptionable tcstimony, Dut
when a thing is confrary to reason, no cvidence
whatever, not even miracles, could it be supposed
possible that they would be wrought on such
an occasion, could compel our assent, for to belicve
it is & thing inconsiatent with our present constitu-
tion. If, therefore, it could be shewn in a pretend.
ed revelation that it contained propositions contra-
ry to reason and obviously absutd, it is plain we
must reject it on this ground, whatever cxternal
evidence it might presumne to have,

But the enemies of the christian revelation have
never been successful in proving that it contained
any doctring contrary to reason. And although
many attempts have been made to prove some of
its mysterious truths to be such, and on such ob-
scure ground there is much room for ingenuity to
work upon, yet they have néver been able to prove
them irrational, though many of them are incomn-
prehiensible ; and so long as this is the case, and
while they remain supported by an external evi-
dence so satisfactory they may be made the objects
of a rational and an enlightened faith ; and the
more 80, that this external evidence is so power-
fully corroborated by the internal proofs of a di-
vine origin. For although there be mech that is
dark in the sacred writings, yet there are =0 many
sublime and rationa! doctrincs, and so many pre-
cepts are contained in them of transcendant excel-
lence as afford astrong presumption that what we
do not understand possesses & similar character,
though the reasons of itat present are hid from us,
In ovdinary aflairs, men cordially believe and .act
upon such presumptions. If the acts of any ad-
ministration have been, upon the whole, wise and
beneficial, although in some particular exigenee,
mcasures may be pursued apparently unreasona.
ble and injurious; yet, a good and wise man
will find no difficulty in gupporting thiese, or at
Jeast suspending his judgment till the whole evi-
dence of the procedureis before him, And why
may not men act thus in regard to the mysterious
truths of rohmon, when to do so, is attended
with the greatest safety in every point of view ?

It would be tedious to enumerate all the doc
trines of the christian revelation which are not
distinetly comprehengibley or the general difficul-
tics, of a removable kind, which encamber the
mind in studying that sacred record.  The ideas
presented are often too vast and averwhelining for
the limited faculties of man, weakened and dehased
as they are, v*th the impurities of a sensual and

0N SOMR OF THR MFFICULTIES IN THE 8TUPY OF TUE WORD AND WAYS OF QOD.

corrupted charncter. How indistinct are vur high-
est conceptions of the divine nature and attnbutes
of that being which nevel began—that nature
which can never change—that wisdom which sees
all things from cternity and gains no accession—
that power which nothing can resist—and of that
cuncnce which is every where diffused, and yet
every where perfect and entire!  Ilow obscure is
our idea of the union of the three divine per-
eons in one Godhicud, and of the different parts
which thesc united beings took in the scheme of
redemption—the union of the divine with the hu.
man naturc in the person of our Saviour. IHow
dark and incomprchensible are these truths, and
how casy wouldit be to add to their number from
the sacred volume, But how imperfect and limit-
cd are our views of things in which we are more
concerned, and which we may suppose are more
within the range of our powers. Iow little do
we know of that part of the divine administration
of which we ouriclves are the subjects! 'What
do we know of the nature of our own spirits and
of their conncction with the grosser parts of our
frame? Ilow dim and wavering is our intéllectual
vision when we take a glimpse of the invisible
world of spirits, aided though we be by the dis-
coveries of faith. These ideas are far removed
from our perceptions.  When we try to fix ourat-
tention upon them, we feel as if we were looking
intoa gloomy cavern filled with dim and shadowy
images—vencrable and awful indecd, but more
venerable and more awful from their obscurity,
than from any distinct impression which they nube
upon our minds, DBut such obscurities were to be
expected from the high clevation of the sub-
ject, from the natural imperfection of our capaci-
ticg, and from that engrossment with sensible ob-
jectsincident to our present condition—an engross-
ment which tends to unfit us for these abstract
and spiritunl contemplations. Many of these dif-
ficulties scem to be of a nature which cannot be
surmounted till we become disembodicd spirits,
when an increase of capaciy and a change of re-
Iation to sucl. objects may render them more clear
and intelligible. Such a hope isheld out to usin
scripture.  What we know not now, we may know
hereafter, and those things that are now scen dark-
ly as in a glass, we may then sce, as face to face,
and know cven as we are known,  Yes, it is plea-
sing to hopce, for the liope is founded on the pro-
wmise of God, that as we risc higher in the scale of
being—inimmortal cxistence, as we approach near-
or to the throne of God and. of the Lamb, the
clouds and darkiiess which surround it maybe gra-
Aually dispelled, andalthough the distance between
the supremce and sclf-existent Ged,and any created
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being however dignified, must still bo infinite, and
conscquently our lughest conceptions must still fall
short of hus nfinite glory, yct the redecmed shall
aecend finally Leyond the boundaries of faith, and
in the presence of God distrust and difficulty may
perplex us no more.  Tlhis clearer understanding
of the divine nature and character, and of the wou-
dersand enjoyments of the invisible state will form
part of the reward of the redcemed in heaven;
and there may aleo be a clearer view, and a satis-
factory justification of all the acts of his govern-
ment i relation to our world ond the universe of
created intelhgences. Ilere “his way is in the ren,
Ins patltis in the great waters, and his footsteps
are not known,” ‘The confusion which exists in
human socicty, the sufferings of virtue and the
triumphs of vice, the apparently uncqual distri.
bution of good and cvil, the special mercies of
revelation and civilization which are given to one
region of the earthand denicd to another, will all
be made manifest to be parts of a plan wise and
beneficent, and merciful and just—a plan, the
dim outlines of which, we'can even now partially
trace, but we know neither the extent nor the pro-
portions of it. Thegreat drama is only commen-
ced, the plot is as yet perplexcd and obscure § but
in the progress of ages it may be expected to be
farther unfolded éven to mortals than it is at pre-
sent ; and although e shallhave passed off the
stage beforc it can have proceeded mueh farther,
yet revelation inspires us with the hope that we
shall, in another state of being, sce the coniplete
evolution of the plan, and join in the acclamation
that shall arisc from cvery nation, and kindred, and
people, and tonguc, to him that sitteth upon the
throne, all whose judgments are true andright-
cous, though now his ways be past finding out.

If, therefore, the scheme of revelation be, as we
have reason to suppose, a regular schieme, the.va-
rious parte;of which are to be suceessively devel-
oped, (many of the parts which arcas yet in cm-
bryo, involvedin dcep mystery and to be penetra-
ted by no cye, which caunot picrce into futurity,)
there is reason to believe that in the progressive
accomplishment of this scheme much of the mys.
tery that now overhangs it will disappear, If we
trace the progress of the Licavenly light which has
already clenrly nisen upon us, we shallfind that the
first streaks of it appeared in a dark morning,
pointing out the day, wiich has now dawned never
toclose. IIow obscure, cven to tic prophets and
“holiest men, was the path of typical and shadowy
ordmanées in whch they were doomed to travel,
and how dark were the visions of prophecy wlich
glimmered before them,  Yet the Saviour 15 coms,

2y

a more perfuct light has shone around, the types
and shadows have met their accomplishment, and
the dim and apparently eontradictory predictions
of' propheey are fulfilled and reconciled.  ITow ob-
scurc must have been the notions of the Apos-
tles and carly martyrs of the future glory of that

hingdom for which they labourcd and bled, A few

obscure and persccuted individuals amidet the
occan of human socicty, unpatronized by kings

and unknown to courts, labouring to demolishlong
establislicd creeds and powerfully combined super-
stitions, contending aginst a world lying in wick-

cducss—a world iznorant of God, and sunk in

wolatry, and almost dead to cvery moral virtue.

How indistinct must their vicws have been even of
that ascendaney of christian influcnece which we

are permitted to. behold!  And ages hence, have
we not reason to believe, that that divine light

which has ariscn on our climate shall encirele the
globe and all men shall behold its brightness, e
Then ghall the scorn of the scoffer be turned in de-
rision upon himsclf, when he gecs that which is
now obscure, clear and plain ; and that divine faith
which is now partidlevery partial in ita cffccts,
obtain universal ascendancy, and he ghall be com-
pelled to acknowledge the mighty power of God
and approve the manner of his working. The
whole period from the creation and fall of man till
all nations shall be brought under the influence of
Christ will appcar only as the transient dawn of a
day that will never decline—as & mere instant of
time comparcd with the interminable duration in
which its benign influence shall befelt. While time
rolls round the accomplishment of these predicted
events, we may be usefully and piously employed
in the contemplation of the predictions, and mark-
ing their gradual and successive fulfilment ; and
although we may not always apprchend their pre-
cisc import, disguised as it is for wise reasong, we
niay yethe chec.ed with the hopes they shed around
us, and be encouraged to & more ardent picty and
a more loly obedience. ‘'husa part of divine re-
velation not well understood, because not intend-
cd for us, may yet contribute to the 1mprovement
of belicvers by exciting their faith and hope in

God till time and cvents dispel the obscurities in
which prophecy is enveloped. For we know in
part and prophcey in part; but when that whichis
perfect is comge, then that which isin part ghall be
done away.

But there are other difficultics which arise not
fromthe Bible itself as a revelation, but from our
own ignorance, and which, thercfore, increasing
kuowledge will cuable usto viercome. In peru-
sing the sacred scriptures it shoull be remembered,
that they compnise @ sudics of buods, written at
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wide intetvals of timo,in a period excceding fif-
teen hundred yeass, coinposed n dificrent langua-
gen and in different states of the snme language,
by men of various liabits, and talents, and condi-
tions of life, It is obvious that all these circum-
stances ought to be taken into account in order to
the just interpretation of their writings, and that
many obscurities may arise from the ncglect of
tins. Every person acquainted with different lan-
guages knows how nice a thing it is to transfuse
the beauties, and encrgy, and precise signification
of oneé language into another; and this difficult
nicety may be supposcd greater in regard to dead
langusges in proportion to their antiquity :
and if so, it must press most heawily upon transla-
tions from Hebrew, the mcst ancient language of
which we have any information. Now it docs of-
ten happen that obscurities in the translation are
removed by & critical acquaintance with the ori-
giual languages, by a knowledge of the antiqui-
ties, manners and customs of the several ages in
which the books were written, and of the nations to
which they were addresscd. DBesides, an exten-
sive acquaintance wich men and things, of the mo-
tives by which they arc actuated, with the various
moral and physical causes by which they arcinany
degree affected, may all be rendered subservient to
the clucidation of heavenly truth, and preparc us
for receiving due advantage fromit. Indeed, it
may be asserted, that the Ingher our intellectual
powers are improved, and the more extensive our
knowledge is in every snbject of human thought,
the better qualified will we be, if we are actuated
.by a sincere love of truthyand with humble piety,
for recciving this light from heaven. ‘Thesc
strengthen theintellectual vision, and enable us to
take in a wider range of objects, and to examine
thesé objects with greater accuracy, which are pro-
posed to the understanding, whether they belong
to the province of rcason or faith,

~ Perhaps it may be objected to this, that a reve-
Jation which requires such high attainments to un-
derstand, and to profit by it, in any considerable
degrec, can never be intendedfor the general good
of man, as it can never be expected that the gene-
rality of men, in the present condition of the world
will ever possess thése attainments. This objecs
tion has in reality very little weight, and it applics
equally to the most uscful scicnces and arts of
life. If the mariner weére to refuse to practice the
rules of navigation because be did not know the
demonstrations on which they arc founded, there
would be an end to navigation and commerce, If
the paticnt refused to follow the prescriptions of
liis physician till he was instructed as to the com-
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position and nature of the various medicines ap.
pointed for him, and their mode of producing the
desired effect, death mught overtake and punish
him for his scepticism. This objection applics al.
20 to tho whole scheme of providence as it regards
human affsirs. Why has the Creator assigned to
onc man a more capacious mind than he has be.
stowed upon another? Why has he granted to
one man lcisure and means for improvement iy
knowledge, wiile the multitude are wholly em.
ployed in manual occupations ! Iow is it permit.
ted in a world superintended by an impartial Gov.
ernor, that the few cxercise dominion over the
many? He who would advance as argumen
against christianity that it cannot be from God, be-
cause to the multitude it is known only in par,
may with equal reason, object to the scheme of
providence, and must maintain consistency by
plunging into athcism—into the unfathomable
abyss of universal scepticism. This unequal dis.
tribution of religious knowledge cannot be other.
wise in the present constitution of things, Aslons
as the child must know less than the man, and the
aged man more than the stripling——as long as mer
arc unequal in mental vigour, and bestow attention
and diligence in various degrees—as long as the
constitution of human society requires a division
and commutation of labor—so long must these inc-
qualties remain. llence those who have no leisure
to inquire into the évidences and more difficul:
parts of scripture, must be guided in a great mea.
sure by their instructors, as they are by their gov-
ernors, legislators, gencrals and plysicians.. And
althvugh there be much mystery in religion, yot
the principal parts, the essential doctrines of itare
so plain, that the most kuavish or ignorant instruc-
tor cannot mislead any individual very widely from
practical truth, if he only possess his Dible and
common understanding.

This assertion might be the more confidently
made were men only to apply themselves to the
study of that blessed book in a proper temper
of mind. Many of the difficulties that attend the
study of revealed truth, arise from the want of 2
temper and frame of mind suited to the investiga-
tionof it. Men are not casily brought to discera
truths which are opposed to prevailing passions
and inclinations ; and yet it must frequently hap-
pen from the ignorance and depravity of man, that
a revelation which is pure and divine will -opposé
his passions, Andit might as well be expected
that a man destitute of taste and imagination
should relish the beauties of poctry, as that aman
of scnsual and immoral habits should relish or per-
ceive the beautics of morality and religion.  The
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magination must be affected in the ono case with
tho sublime, the beautiful, the pathctic—with
« thoughts that breathe and words that burn”; and
in the other, tho heart must fecl and love the ex-
cellencies of virtuc. It is not enouga to know the
words of the poem or tho names of the virtues:
these may be repeated without any just concep-
tionof their signification. Now, this applics n.ost
emphatically to revealed religion. It is a science
that engages the heart, the tastcs, and the affec-
uons, as well as the understanding,  Its terms re-
fer to thescy and cannot well be explained to aman
who does not feel the one and observe the other.
Aman, wholly engrossed with selfishness, must
lave only an obscure idea of disintercsted love
sud universal benevolence; and equally obscure
must his notions be of purity of leart, of devout
affections, or of'any spiritual excellence whatever,
whose soulis distracted and lorded over by unholy
passions, whose desires are who]ly fixed upon sen-
sible objects, and whose mind is 86 much tossed
about in dissipation, that it has no opportunity of
communing withitsclf and reflecting on spiritual
things. % For the natural man recciveth not the
things of God ; for they are foolishness unto him,
neither can he know them, because they are spirit-
ually discerned.” Aud this impossibility of un-
derstanding spiritual things would remain to a man
under the dominion of sense and appetite although
all spiritual things were as bascless as the fictions
of poetry. It rests not solely in the natural ab-
struseness of the things, but inthe unfitness of his
gross and animal nature to discern them, It is to
be expected, therefore, that the higlier we advance
in moral attainment—in holiness of licart and
life, the more clear will our knowledge be of moral
and divine science ; and cspecially of that revela-
tion whose principal design is to rais¢ that sorid
standard of moral virtue which rcason might form,
and to clevate our conceptions and sentiments to
aresemblance with the mind that was in Christ.

But besides this general purity of heart and
life, an humble, teachable, and impartial spirit, is
necessary to qualify all men for tho successful stu-
dy of revealed truth, When men come to the
scriptures with miuds full of the knowledge that
puffath up, they arc innofit tewper to study the re-
ligion of Clrist ; for such men are too wise to be
instructed. They imagiue that they have alrcady
found out a standard of truth, and that nothing
which is inconsistent with their preconceived opin-
ions, canjbetruth. Itis no great wonder thatsuch
should not acknowledge the word of God to be
cven & cunningly deviscd fable, for itis very unlike
any of the cunning fictions that human genius bas
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devised.  If such men are disposed to apply their
squure and compass to the Bible, as thcy would to
an cpic poem or system of mathematics, they will
be sure to find it out in all its proportions, 1t sure-
ly becomes men of tho greatest talents and acquire-
ments to have a diflideuce of their own understand-
ings in examining subjects of which they have had
no expericnee, and with which they have nothing
wherewithalto compare them ; and many of the
subjects of the christian revclation are, as might
have been expected, of this nature. It is not meant
by this, that humility is to be considercd as synony-
mous with weakness, or inattention, or credulity of
mind. Let every cnergy and resource of reason
be employed ; but let it alao bo remembored that
reason has its province, beyond which, it cannot,
without great presumption and danger, extend its
inquiries. Its proper province is to cxamine the
evidence on which the Bible claims to be a divine
revelation ; and after having ascertained that it is
from God, to listento its instructions with humility
and obedience. With such a temper of mind,
sided by other requisite moral qualifications, and
the promised assistance of the holy spirit, it may be
expected that the intcrnal and experimental evi-
dence of the christian religion will becotne daily
wmore convincing, and that most of those difficulties
of whichthe proud and untcachable complain, will
disappear.  And still farther if toall these be add-
cd that diligent and patient inquiry which such a
book as the Bible must require, from the rcasons
alrendy stated, it will indeed appear to be an im-
mense and invaluable treasury of heavenly know-
ledge, and containing the words of cternal life, will
abundantly reward those who scarclh it out and
regulate theirlives by it.  Were the Bible a book
that could be understood without labour and study
those who now complain loudest of its difficultics,
would most probably then have regarded itas trite,
pucrile and unnecessary—destitute of the clevation
and sacred mysteriousness of a divine revelation ;
and, indced, had such beenthe case, there might
have been much reason to suspect its divine ori-
gin. For if we arc encompassed with difiicul-
ticsin the study of hunmian and sensible beings,
liow wonderful would it be, if the knowledge of
divine and spiritual things were of casicr attain:
ment. They arcuot so; and, therefore, asinother
branches of knowledge, patient aud diligent study
i3 necessary to understand them.

Such an arrangement of things is admirably
adapted to the condition of man, and to the inotives
by which he is actuated. 'The mind is plcased and
profited by progressive knowledge. This diver-
sifics the secne of human life which otherwisc
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from its barren uniformity would be as uninterest-
ing as an occan of sand, Butit docs more than
plense by aflording this diversity, It callsinto play
mouy principles and aflictions which aro the pa-
sents of numerous virtucs, and which are produc-
tive of much good to sucicty. Activity 18 the soul
of happiness; but this would be withered if know-
ledge and ats various applications to the purposcs
of Ifo were not progressive, And why may not
this remark apply to rchigious knowledge as well
a8 to science in gencral? Nay, it scems more
applicable to this than to any other specics of
knowledge. For, since it is above all others, the
most intcresting and important, the mind will most
readily engage inthe pursuit of ity and tho habits
of investigation which are thus formed will be ex-
tended to other branches, and carry them also for-
ward in the march of improvement. How intimate
the councction of human and divine scienceis, and
Liow much ndvancement in the onc is calculuted to
improve the other, the history of lterature since
the 24th coeutury may shew, What itaportant ad-
vantages have within these few years been derived
from this improvement in scicnce in several of the
arts of life! It must appear, thercfore, that it is
Lest to acquirc our knowledgo of religion, as we
do knowledge in generaleprogressively, and by
labour and attention ; and in order to this,that
there should be a ficld of inquiry sufficicat te en-
aage the most exalted nunds in every period of the
worlde The cliristian revelation isof this charac-
tcry and, therefore, the objection we are now refut-
ing, that it cught to have been clear to .all men
without much labour, so fur from being a valid ob-
jection is really a beauty, and a proof of its suita-
bleness to the condition of man,

It oﬁght to be remembercd, morcover, that the
christian revelation was not given to satisfy a pry-
ing curiosity, but to relicve the urgent neces:itics of|
man, to dispel his darkness, and to supply the de-
ficicncics of natural Jight. That it is sufficicnt for
these purposes, the beneficial effects which it has
produced in 13 centuries, isa proof.  And surely it
possesses the most striking characteristic of a di-
vine gift, if it can producé ¢pcace on carth and
good will among men,” and promote a purcand ra-
tional worship of the true God ; and this it has
donie whenever its genuine jnfluences have prevail-
ed.  And why should men spurn at such a gift be-
causc itis possible to conceive perhaps that it might
havebeen greater - Why refuse the part because
morc isnot bestowed ! Tt would surcly be much
niore consistent with our condition to be thankful
for whatis given, and to usc it well, and the more
30 because we are permiited to hope thut o fuller
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manifestation of things is rescrved for those whe
piously use tho light that has beon aflorded; but
though wenow know only in pait, hereafter that
which isin part shall be donoaway, The dimness
of twilight now overspreads many a prospeet which
that twilight alono disclosce. The light will bee
como more diffuscd, and, though like the rising sun,
itmay occasionally be obscured by passing clouds,
yet tho meridian of complete knowledge will
comc, when all that coneerns us, and that can ex-
alt the attributes of Deity will be brightly dis.
closed.

There are many considerations suggzcsted by
scripture and supported by reason which cherish
this pleasing hope. The soul of man being im-
mortal and capable of indefinite degrcesof improve.
ment in knowledge and goodness there is reason to
suppose that such a destination awaits it when
disencumbered from mortality. Revelation teaches
us to hope for a more perfect condition of being;
and what is so well calculated to improve 4 morsl
being as to know and admire the character, works,
aud prozedure of the great Creator? This admi.
ration and praisc secms to be the constant em.
ployment of the heavenly hosts of all orders, and
since Deity must delight the more in his creatures
the ncarer their resemblance isto himself, he wil}
delight most in the homage of his most intelligent
worshippers, T'o suppose that man liclds the sum-
it of the scale in the rank of created intelli.
gences, is tocatertain & mean ides of the universe
of God, and to suppose that his improvement is
bounded by his mortal cxistenee, is to place him
an anomalous end abortive thing among those
creatures that we know, How much more conge.
nial to the exalted hopes of the soul that it shall
advance on in rn endless career of improvemente
that the highest attainments man can make in
kaowledge and virtue in the present state, are in-
comparably more insignficant than are the attajn-
mcnts of an infant compared with those of’ the wi-
sest and the best man that the world cver saw. I
sucha high destiny be indeed rescrved for man,
there is no more wonder that we should be per-
plexcd with difficulties in the present stage of’ our
progress, thau that a nicre tyro should bé perplex-
cd with some of the higher theorems of geometry,
should heattempt them when hie has just cornmenc-
ed the clcments.  And to adduce these difficul-
tics as arguments against the truth of the chris-
tian revelation, would not be less absurd than
would be the conduct of the tyrv were hie to main-
tain the fulsity of any theorem, incomprehensible
to lu, because lie had not yet acquired the know-
ledge necessary (to make him understand it § for
we know only in part and we prophecy in part,
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‘«If the progices of ancminent architect in the
erection of some magnificent structure be worthy
of inspection, and if censure be unwise, when the
observer’s data for it arc detived from its present
incompleteness, insteud of from acquaintance with
his secret plan of operation, surcly the produc
tions of an infinitely wise Arclitect demand our at-
tention, not mercly because they discover wisdom,
but on tl:io account of our personal interest in
them.  And if it be improper to censure the
former, while we remain ignorant of his design,
and the comparative state of completeness in
which his labours are viewed, it is infinitely more
s0 to criminate the latter; becauee his pfesent con-
duct muy appear contradictory to our conceptiun,
when we ncithier know its antccedence, nor the
end tobe accomplished by it, Tlhe more closel;
we inspect the divine dispensaticus, the greater
wisdotn, design, and connection shull we be ableto
trace, and be all the less disposed to condemn
what we canuot comprehend, Qur love and admi.
ntion will be excited towards the Being who orders
all things according to the most consummate wis-
dom ; and the apparent discrepancies existing be-
tween different cvents, will prove beneficial in
their influence, by cherishing anticipations of the
perfect state, in which we shall no longer see
through a glass darkly. Tlen the beauty and
harmony of the stheme shall be fully manifested
to the irradinted understandings of the ransomed ;
and they seeing His guuduess magnified, and His
wisdom exalted in the consummation of all things,
shall eternally praise Him who has given graceand
glory, “who is glorious in holiness, fearful in
praises, doing wonders.”*

Let these considerations, thérefore, teach all of
us humblencss of ind. Let us be content to
follow Christ as our teacher, and gratefully acknow-
ledge his goodness in the degree of light he has
been pleased to communicate. Let us remember
that though we know only in part, that part issuf-
ficient to conduct us to eternal felicity : and when
removed into a higher state, the darkness which
now encompasses us shall flee away, and we shall
enjoy the light of the Divine countenance forever,
Thenks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.
ANEN. Oxeca.

+ The Rev. Thomas Scott.
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From the Edinburgh Christian Instructor.
Mevom o Drs M'Cuig,

The brief Memorial of Dr. Andrew Thompson, in
the lust Number, may wih propricty be followed up
by a tribute of affecticuate regaud und  veneration to
Dr. Thonias M'Cric.  These two  distinguished men
accorded in principle, as they resembled one another
in certain leading features of mental character  They
contended toge'ker~—the one within, and the other
without thechurch—for the same great truths of our
common Christianity, and for the same pure und
scriptural  scheme of ecclesinstical administration.
For nearly twenty years they lived in habits of un-
interrupted and fricndly intercourse ; and hoth were
removed by death, a8 with the suddenuess of a trans-
latiun, to the resung-place of the spirits of the just,

1t was on the Sthof August, 1875, the denth of Dr.,
M'Crie took place, in the 63d year of Lis age, and
10th of hisministry. His frame, though spparently
robust, had been subject for several years to severe ut-
tacks of tic doulourcauz and eiisypelus; and these.
combined with his constant labours and sedentary
studies, gradually reduced lus streng + In the sum-
merof 1835, however, hic had s» fur recovered his vi-
gour, as to be able to visit ths churches of his com-
muwmon in different parts of the country.  These vi-
sits stem 10 Lave Leen uccompanied wih a special
Licasing from the great Head of the church, and they
are sull remembered wath freshness, us so many parnt-
ing tokens left behind to themn by this fuveured servant
of the Lurd.  From sume {uternal symptowms, he had
felt his constitution giving way ; and te some of bis
friends and relations he expressed himself persuaded,
as Dr. Thomson had done before him, that he would
dic svon and suddenly. He was removed in the full
career of his uscfulnezs—in the full possession of his
mental powers—in the height of his fume—~and at a
peried of hife wlhen we mught have calculated on en-
joying the fruits of Ins labours for years yet to come.
But he had done much; and whether we view him as
an able and useful numster of Christ, or as eminently
“the lustoriographer of the church,” we must say
of him, that he wus truly a great man, and a * mas-
ter in Isracl.? :

In vigour of intellect,extent of literary and theolo-
gical knowledge, independence of thinking, and en-
lightened devotedness to the best of causes, Dr.M'Crie
was equelled by few——surpassed by none. Although
he belonged, ecclesiastically, to a small section of the
Christian church, his life, his taleats, his labours, were
the contmon property of the christian. world, . Al
though not a member of the church of Scotland, and
although deeply concerned on account ofher defections,
he held, with a fiem grasp,.those_gveat .principles on
which her civil establishment rests , and Lis appear-
ances in support .{ these printiples weré ase. enlight-
ened as thoy were disinterested.  1le vwas ordained in
1705, as_a pastor of the Jascuinte, Congregation: in
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Potterrow, Edinburgh ; and for many years he was
known to hus own people, and to others whom his re-
tining modesty did not prevent from discovering his
worth, chiefly as anable and fathful minister of
Christ. Welldo we recollect our first opportunity of
hearing him preachin Lis own pulpit, thirty-three years
ago. Accident and curiosity, rather than any thing
else, led us to his place of worship. He discoursed
on atheme interesting to  young inquircrs——the prin-
ciples and the spirit which oughtto guide in the search
of religious truth. While we retain the particulars
of the discourse, both in cur text-book and 1n mewmory,
the calin and simple dignity of lus appearance, and
the sterling sense and scripturality of bis illustrations,
are still present to our view with all the freshness of
a first impreasion.

It wasabout this period that those ecclesiastical dif-
ferences which had raged in the Associste body for
years before, ended in an oprn separation of parties.
We of the Establishment were loohing with philoso-
phicindifference on those supposed antiquated squab-
bies of sectarianism. We did not perceive then, as
we do row, that in these very squabbles were involved
theessential elements of the Churck Establishment
controversy. Dr. M'Crie stood forth atthe head of a
small but determined band, as the 2ble advocate of
the Christian magistrate’s duty and right, not only to
tolerate and protect, but to support, encourage, and
maintain the church of God. The work which he
then published on the point at issue, is still astandard
inthe controversy. To its principles he steadily ad-
hered, with no prospect, assuredly, of worldly advan-
tageby doing so; and later events only tended to
strengthen his attachment to these thorovghly matured
opinions, which, while they wers producuve of no se-
cular benefit to him, were in his view associated with
the progress of truth, and the umversal establishment
of ths Redeemer's kingdom among men.

1t is as the Biographer of Knox and Melville, thet
Dr. M'Crie has been best known and esiscmed.
Twenty-six years ago, the former of these works was
givento the world, and its appezrance farmed a new
erain public- sentiment. *Knox and his Scouish
Reformation had been spoken of witk contempr, and
even their best friends were afraid to commit them
selves in their favcur.  The © Life of Knox” effected
& change in publicopinion. The character of the re-
former w:s found to be much more amieble and esti-
mable than we had supposed.  Even the proud admir-
ersof a literature merely secular, found to their a.
mazement that the Reformation in Scotland involved
3n it interests more valuable than the mere * battles
of .churchmen ;" while the high-minded Episcopalians
of England were taught toset some bounds to their
hereditary contumely of the Reformer of the North.

The " Life of Melville,” if, from its sudject and
the character'ofthose struggles which it records, less
popular than thatof Knox, is not less interesting ard
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valuable to the lovers of hiterature and of the Church,
From the era of the death of Knox, to the commence.
ment of the seventeenth century, it embraced a period
of deep interest to the church, and the views which g
~xinbited of the noble contests of our fathers aguinst
prelatical ascendancy and arbitrary power, could not
fail to interest and edify every true lover of our
Zion.

It is perhaps to be regretted that Dr.M'Crie did not
sre meet to prosecute his historical researches into the
later events of the Church, and to have given us, in
the shape of a Life of Flenderson, the third of
Scotland's sacred champions, a just view of a much-
contested, but in our view, signally glorious period of
our history. The ** Assembly of Divines at Wes:.
minister,” to0o, theillustrious authors of our Confession
and Catechisms, would have come forth from the trnial
of his independent and sifting search, in their trus
characters and in theirjust dimensions. Nevertheless,
we have to bless God for those valuable services which
herendered to the same cause, in his “ Memoirs of
Veitch and Brysson,” and in his triumphant Vindi-
cation of the Covenanters of Scotland. We have
also to record, with gratitude, his services to the cause
of our common Christianity, in those truly original
works on Spain and ltaly, in which the rise, the pro-
gress, and the fall of the Reformation in those coun-
tries, were for the first time brought before the eye of
theEnglish reader.

Dr. M'Crie was not amerely literary wman—his
spirit was large and philanthropic. He took a deep
and active intevest in those great questions which
have of late years engaged the public mind. The
progress of civil and religious liberty; the state of
Christianity on the Continent ; the persecution of the
Protestants in France; the cause of slave emancipa-
tion; the improvement of Ireland ; the Reformation
of the Church of Scotlang, particularly in the aboli-
tion of the sysiem of Patronage—did severally en.
gage his attention, aod call forth hus energies and elo-
quence.

Dr. M'Crie was nota public man only—he wag
faithful 2s a pastor ; he was truly amiable as 2 psi
vate friend ; he was admirably consistent in all the
relations of private and social life.

« Like Elijah of old, he has been translated from
our view ; and hisfriends, his family, his congrega-
tion, and the universal Church, mourn their loss. But
the great Shepherd reigns; and with * Him is the
residue of the spirit.” May his Spirit descend to
sanctify the trial; and may the word of the Lord
have free course and be glorified. '
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L\TRODUCTORY LRCTURR DBRLIVERED BY THE REV., W.
Te LEACH) AT TRR MRCHANICS INSTITUTRE, TORONTO,

In all scientific studies, the true end, and the
only end that makes them valuable, is the discove-
ry of truth and the good of our fellow-creatures.
The love of truth may be au end itself* a man
moy devote himself to the acquisition of know
ledge, to the discovery of new truths, and the find-
ing out of new inventions, for no other end than
the pleasure which he receives from his course of
study or investigation without incurring the re-
proach of being actuated by any vicious principle;
but he only propuses to umself the true end of
science, when togethier with the love of ity he secks
the good of his fellow-creatnres, to enrich them
with new means for the easier acquisition of the
necessaries of life, with new instruments fer the
production of additional comfort and happiness.
Tlus is a matter so obviously reasonable, that it
might well be wondered at, that a diflerent opinion
and practice should have ever prevailed among
men who gave themselves to the study of wisdom;
but it is a truth that admits of few exceptions,
that among those of the ancients whe were, by pro-
fession and by public ackrowledgement, phileso-
phers, the proper object or design of thewr business,
was overlooked for the most part. They wereex-
cellent at giving advices for the mansgement of
the passions, but had no rules to offer for the rais-
ing of supplies of food. They inquired into the
nature of the gods, but they made few cxperiments
upon the raw materials of the carth. They sought
to raise the spirits of men abore the ills of hfe,
when they should have studied the best means of
removing the 1lls of hfe. They endeavoured to
make men beller, but not to make room for more
men, or to remove the temptations to evil which
were incident to their condition, They cultivated
well the garden of the sou), they sowed it with
hopes of inmortality and perfection, and inspir
ed agenerous ambition, 2 love of military ang
literary fame, a love of the fine arts, and an ardent
patriotism, and all thisthey did wondrously welland
have therefore been rewarded accordingly with
their just meed of imperishable honour. But be-
yond all this, something besides was requisite. It
was not enough that men should be entertained in
the theacre with the sublimest prodactions of the
tragic muse; they could not laugh forever at
the comedics of Aristophenes or Terence, more
cspecially in those states where the system of do-
mestic slavery had either never been established os
had afterwards been discontinued, orin those where
aJarger measure of civil freedom had forced the
great mass of the people to be dependent upos:
heir own resources—upon their ability to labour
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and capacity to invent. The ancient philusophy,
admirable as it was for the beauty of its foliage,
but wonderfully penurious in substantial fruits, be-
came during the middle ages, the mere plaything
and game of the echools. The most refined and
subtle spinits expended their strength and exhaust-
ed theiringenuity on questions, in the determina-
tion of which, mankind at large had little or no
beneficiul interest. The science of the ancients
had a certaingrace that rendered it attractive, and
their disquisitions on laws and politics, on morals
and the theory of cducation, on logic or the art
of expressing one's reasoning, contain the sound-
est principles snd far more truth than is to be
found in most modern productions on these de-
partments of philosophy ; fora proof of which,
it may be sufficient to mention that the logic of
Anistotle has, witlin a few years past, received the
most satisfactory vindication, and acquireda fresh
anthority in the English univeisitics, while the
study of it has heen recommended by the highest
names in the College of Edinburgh., But all
this—the science that is recorded in the works of
ancient philosophers, became vitiated and corrupt-
ed in the schools of the middle ages, insomuch
that in taking a survey of philosophy during that
space, we cannot but confess the justice of the
concluding remark of lTeineccius:—<So numerous™
says he, #is the family of philosophers, aud so
discordant are their opinions—since many per-
sons, little better than fools znd destitute of the
love of truth, covered at the same time with vari-
ous personal vices professed the study of wisdom,
have shown themselves as examples of the useless-
ness of their discipline, is the opinion of » certain
person, to be wondered at, who formerly said, that
scarcely could a sick man bte found to dream a
thing so monstrous, but some philosopher may be
shown to have advocated 27’ Now, in modern
times, among the greatznd majestic spirits who
devoted themselves to the study of science, the
first that authoritatively established and clearly
pomted out the truc end of philosophy, was Fran-
ais Bacon, Lord Chencellor of England, in the
reign of James the First,  He turned the eyes of
phlosophers to the necessities and cares of hunian
hfe. e desired to @o for mankind, what a Me-
chanies’ Institute is designed todo forits members,
to put them in possession of instruments ot means
for the betteracquisition of tinngs necdful and de-
simble. He desiderated for human life, substan-
tial improvements, more than the dainty fare of
ubtle digquisitions, T remember when an old
tady gave orders to her butler to bring cake and
~ine to her visiters, how that thesignificant words,
+and beef and ham’? were whispered into the earsof
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her ladyship by a young lady who could best inter-
pret her own wants, ‘The wants of men were un-
derstood by Lord Bacon. Instcad of a barren phi-
losophy, he substituted a fruitful philosophy. In-
stead of the philosophy of words, he substituted
the philosophy of facts ; experiment and obser-
vation were thenceforth the avenues of kuow-
ledge, and these led directly to the most important
discoveries which have had a practical influence
upon the condition of mankind. He commenced
his reform of the study of science by taking a view
of itas it then existed. 1le then mvestigated
with a nice discrimination, the causes which gave
rise to,and maintained the authority of the false
and uscless philosuphy which prevailed; and these
he detected in the intirmities of our very nature,
when they addicted themselves to the study of
philosophy, he discovered how apt the judgments
of men were to be warped by their peculiar tem-
persand hebits. ¢ When wmcn of confined scien-
tific pursuits,” he says, “ufterwards betake them-
sclves to philosophy and to gencral contempla-
tion, they are spt to wrest and corrupt them
with their fort:zer opiions.” To thie disposition
of huntan nature, may be traced nearly ell thehy-
pothetical systems which from the remotest ages
have overspread with mud and slime the fair ficld
of knowledge—the proncness of men to judge of
things they are indeed ignorant of by the rules
that are applicable to the subjects with which they
are familiar. This has been one of the greatest
obstacles to science; and its universal prevalence,
embracing men of every order and profession, has
“rendered ita matter evenof common observation.
Indecd, the cuses are endless in which a certain
bias arising from peculiar habits and profession, has
foundered the eharpest wits in their scientific in-
quiries. “Ihave known a fiddler,” says Berkeley,
ss gravely teach that the soul was harmony—a ge-
ometrician very positive that thesounl must be ox-
tended—and a physician who having pickled half a
dozen of embryos and dissected as many cats and
frogs, affirm thut there wasno soul atall, and that
it was a vulgar error.” These prejudices, both
general and particular were thoroughly sifted by
Lord Bacon, and their influence upon the science
of the age and preceding ages, clearly demonstra-
ted. He classified and described them. Those
prejudices ot idols as he calls them, which are alike
incidental to all, having their origin in the com.
mon principles of our nature and common circum-
stances of human life, are with him, idols of the
apecies. Those that take their origin from the
favourite or professional pursvits of the individual
~froin his profession or his order, areidols of the
tribe. ‘The peculiar character of & man, hig singu-
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lar temper arising from some want of harmony or
balance in his moral or intellectual nature, produ-
ced prejudices which he called the idols of the
den.  The idols of the forum are prejudices that
spring {from the use of words in the commerce and
intercourse of life; when words change their meau-
ing, when they admit more or less of the same
thing, and admit or exclude different kinds of
things, they become ambiguous and may be the
source of athousaud fullacies. The idols of the
theatre, again, are prejudices begotten by the in-
fluence of baseless and pretended theories, vision-
ary systems of science, venerated because they are
old, and because supported by the authority of
greatnames.  In this manner and by the illustra-
tion of such propositions as these, Bacon rendered
to science incalculable service. An immense mass
of elaborate but uscless plosophers was thus
thrust aside~—dark Janterns that might shine to
themeelves, and poesibly understand their own fan-
cifu) conceits, but v hich could give light to noone
else. Such, for example, was Matthias Farina-
tor, Professor at Vienna, who was occupied thirty
years in applying the rules of philosophy contain-
ed in Plato, Aristotle and Galen, to Christ and the
apostles—who published a work which was term-
ed the light of the soul, but a darker thing then
which is scarcely to be found in the universe.

But not only did Bacon point out the true end of
piulosophy, and explain the prejudices which
caused the studious to miscarry in ther scientific
researches, he unfolded the proper method of con-
ducting such rescarches—a method, which being
generally adopted since lus tunes, has been crown-
ed with adnurzble success. 1t has been called the
inductive method or the inductive philosophy, be-
cause 1t secks the discovery of truth by the mnduc-
tion of facts. In the study of any science, the
first thing to be dong, is to take accurate observa-
tion of the phenomena, wluech are to be explaned,
to collect patiently and extensively the facts, to de-
scribe them with the greatest care, and giveitsdue
weight of evidence to each and nothmg more.
This being dong, 1t only remains to consider what
supposable causes areto be excluded, and what
cause is to be retained. By companng the facts,
one with anuther, we arrive at ts.e real cause or
causcs of the phenomena, if the induction be suffi-
ciently extensive. The facts are so many wit-
nesses whose evidence becomes the ground upon
winch the pinlosopher bu:lds Ins conclusion.  Un-
less he be satisfied that they are sufficiently abun-
dant, that he has described them accurately, and
weighed their evidence with an even hand, he has
no confidence in any infereace that lie draws
from them ; the cause which he might assignin
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that case may be a truc one or a false one. le
may hit upon the right one, but ke cannot be saud
1o have discovered it.  Some praize may be duc
to mm even for his imagining i, but a thing can
never be discovered in the proper’ sense, tll 1t has
been proved.  He who imagines or anucipates a
cause is o lucky man—ke who discovers it 15 a
good phulusopher, Asto the faets themselves, they
are to be procured by observation and expenment.
Observation refers to the appearances of tlungs
as they existin nature, to the facts winch may be
taken notice of through the medinm of the senses.
The phenomena of the rising and setuing of the
heavenly bodies, could not ful to attract the at-
tention of mankind even in tie lowest state of bu-
man existence; and hence observations on the sun
and moon and stars viere made at the earliest pe-
riod of the history of man. In Chaldea and in
Egypt, they recorded their observations. The
Egyptians observed that whenever the nmundation
of the Nile tuok place, certam stars made therr
appearance above the horizon at a given hour.
This phenomenen depended upon the position of
the star with regard to the sun in his progress
throngh the ecliptic, and gave nse to the deter-
mination of the length of the year. It wasnot,
however, until an immense mass of observations
carefully made by Flamstead and others were pub-
lished, that a sufticient foundation was laid for a
theory of astronomy ; but without thesc observa-
tions, Newton never could have proved the accu-
racy of his caleulations, fur it was only whenthey
were found to agree with the facts, that he felt
the importance of the discovery that the force
of gravitation decreased, as the squares of the dis-
tances of the heaveniy budies increased,  And so
in every other science, the accurate observation of
abundant facts forms the foundation of thco-
1y.® Experiment may be considered as a kind
of observation—observation not of external things
asthey are, or their changes as they come to
pass, but of natural things which we ourselves
lave changed. Wetry by experiment combina-
tions which we do not see, or which we cannot
observe naturally, in order that we may dctect
the laws of matter that are lud from our cyes.
By cobservation, we Jook upon nature as she is—bs
experiment, as Sir. John Leslic used to say, we
thrust nature into @ corner, and extort from her
the secrets of her kingdom.  The facts wlnch we
get possession of expenimentally, are just as valu

able for the purpose of induction as those denved

» There is no such thing, properly speaking, as a
lalsetheory A theory is cither true, or 1o theory at

all. "When people speak of afalse theory, they ican
a hypothesis. .
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from observation; and the great object of the inves-
tigator should be, to be sure that they are facts—
that the experiment lias buen conducted with can-
tiwn anddehicacy. Tuere 15 no greater difiiculty that
w1 todern tuaes 1s to be encountered an the par-
st of scientitic dizcoveries, tnan the rare ingenu-
ty —the imventine constructneness thats requsite
properly to nstitute expeniwents, and prepare in-
strutuenis to extort trum nature her secrets, When
the pump wmakers to the Dukie of Florence found
that water would not nse lgher m their pumps
than 32 feet, they applied to Gahleo for a solution
of the problem ; Gahleo had recourse to the old
notion, that nature abhorred 2 vacuum, but that
her abhurreuce ceased when she had destroyed one
5o ligh as 32 feet.  Lhis nught have been reck-
oned m those tunes a very satisfactory explana-
tion of the thing, and so might the cxplanation of
the man v ho fell in lus attetpt to fly from the top
of Suslg Castle, as the story s told 1n MacGre-
cor’s story of Surhingshire. His reason was
that his wings having been made of feathers, the
feathers were attracted by the feathers of a num-
ber of hens that were below him, and that was the
reason why he fell upon the dung-lll. This mght
have been considered as good plalosophy then by
many; but Gakleo's solution of the problem why
the water did nuot rse higher than 82 feet m the
pump, was not satisfactory to his pupil Toricclli.
He suspected that it nist be the weight of the
atmcsphere that caused the water to ascend 82
fuet, and that the weiglht of” the column of water
bhalauced the pressure of the atmosphere,  But how
to prove this was another tiung. e proved it by
an experiment,  If it was the weight of the at-
musphicre that counterpoised the 82 feet of water,
hie saw that it would fullow, that by the substitu-
tion of mercury fur water, the column of mercuzy
in order to be balanced by the weight of the air,
would he less than 82 fect, by so much as mercury
is heavier than water, that is, that mereury in the
same circumstances as the water would stand at
the height of 28 inches, Fulling atube with mer-
cury, close at one end and open at the other, he
turns the tube upside down, placing the open end
ina vessel of mercury—the column of mercury re-
mained at the height he anticipated, which as it
varies alittle with the variable height of the at-
wasphere, forms 1 barometer or weather glass,
‘This experiment of Turicelli exhibited a fact which
rouducted directly to the discovery of the cause:
“at in many cases a series of experiments, and
these sometimes very complicated, are necessary
iir facts sufiicient for a proper induction.  With
respect hoth to observation and cxperiment, the
philosophy of Racon demands, that the facts which
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they exhibit, shall be sufficiently numerous and ri-
gorously examined before they be teken as a basis
fur theury, The great ment of theinductive me-
thod cousists 1 this; there must be sufficient prow
before there 1sspecutation.  The truth 1s thatmer.
natyrally employ the inductive method of reasun

ing in all pructical affairs, sv thut the merit of ju-
venting it can be ascribad to none, but the merit of
expounding it of showing its valuc us an wstru-
ment of discovery in all departments of science, ol
gwing itits duehonour, of giving it an ascendancy
to the exclusion of wild and unprofitable methuds
of investigation—ull this is due to Lord Bucon;
nor do I believe that any thing more was ever ar-
ropatedto him by his disciples, notwithstanding
what has been said by a very clever writerina late
paper of the Edinburgh Review. The history ot
all the sciencer, and many publications of the pre-
sent day, particularly in America, prove the neces-
sity that thereis of inculcating stall the advanta-
ges of a full, & cautious and rigorous induction.
It was a partial induction of facts that led Werner
to ascribe all the strata of the carth to deposi-
tions from thesea. It wasa partial induction Like-
wise that induced Hutton tu assign too much tu
volcanic agency, Ina little work lately publish-
ed by Mr. Taylor, giving a new theory of the
«earth, it is wonderful to sce how scruup and pe.
nunous he is of his facts. There is, indeed, no
induction, > luminous array of well sifted ev-
dence, .. ference to ubservations that tell a
<ontrary .. , but a good deal of ingenuity. 1
mention this, merely to show the necessity of un-
derstanding the proper method of conducting such
inquiries, and as a proof of the pruneness of human
nature tosketch out a hypothesis in the picture
gallery of the itnagination, instead of elaborating
facig in the workshop of nature,

With regard to the studies which are to be pro-
secuted in this place, it may be proper to vefer to
them as part of a system of education. You will
require to study principles as well as seck for facts;
and if at the first approach, it seem difficult to
comprehend the reasons upon which these princi-
Ples rest, a little patience and application will soon
remove the difficulty. Many of the most impor-
tant results of science will become not only intel-
ligible, but of easy application in vour hands.
Aud to this application of them to practical an
beneficial ends, there is no country in the work
that canoffer such inducements. In old andpopu
lous countries, inany excellent inventions useful.
the arts have entiched, not the inventors, but thos
whose easier circumstances gave them the abilit,
of applying them to use. Whereas, in a countr)
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that is new, there being less competition and 5
readier access to the application of knowledge in
the production of useful things, there is a fairer
sield and better encouragement. What advantage
would st be fur a person i Great Britain to be tho-
soughly able to apply lus knowledge of chetnstry
t0 the urt of agriculture, unless he had a capital
by which he might test his knowledge upon a
tarm, The liberty of doing so in this country g
happily accessible alinust to every one. His know.
ledge may be made fruitful without the shghtest
difficulty. The very end for which he has studied
to endow himself with knowiedge, he may accom.
plish if he pleases upon his own soil. In many
other arts there is the same encouragement, That
the full advantages of our situation have not yat
been reaped, nor any thing tiat can be termed even
an approximation to it, I believe, will generally be
confessed,and the want of shil! as well asthe wantof
money may be assigned without doubt as a cause
of greater or less effect. Indeed, theless the capital
thut'any country possesses, the greater isthe ne.
cessity for knowledge to make the most of its cir-
cumstances. * England,” says an old writer, “in
former ages, like a dainty dame, partly out of
state, but more out of Jaziness, would not suckle
the fruit of her own body, to improve her own com.
modities, but put them vut to nurse to the Nether.
landers, who were well paid for their pains. In
those days, the sword and the plough so took up
all men’s employmeuts, that cluthing was wholiy
neglected, and scarce any other webs to be found
in houses, than what the spiders did make. Bu
since, she has seen and mended her error, making
the hiest use of her o»n wool, And, indeed, the
riches of a2 kingdom doth consist in driving the
home commodities thercof as far as they will go,
working themn to theirvery perfection, and employ-
ing more hands thereby. The sheep feeds more
with his fleece than his flesh, doing the one but
unee, and the other once a year,” But whatever
may be the public advantages of your prosecuting
such studies, as you who are the members of the
fnstitute propose to enter upon again, 1t 18 well that
you preserve the love of such knowledge n the
country, by your showing attention and respect to
t.  Your Institute, it is to be hoped, will far out-
arow its present stature, and become, if ardently
ivved by yourselves and gencrouvsly admimstered
to, an institution, of whose ultimate importance
and utility, we can scarcely form an opinmon.. In
“hie meantime, your knowledge, though it may not
ie at present practically useful to yourselves indi-
.dual'y, may be useful to others to whom you may
communicate it; and this is an advantage that will
only be undiscernible to a mean aud selfish spirit.
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Ttis said of nothing more truly than of this, that it
s more blessed to give than to receive, and it har
this advaatage, that it can be put juto 8 persau’t
pocket insensibly as it were, without danger o
offence to the natural pride of man in the ordinar)
course of conversation and discussion,

It is astonishing how much good may result
from a trifling experiment. The immense wheat
barvests of Mexico are said to have resulted from
the experiment of a slave of its conqueror, Cortez.
He found three or fuur grains of wheat mixed with
a quantity of rice, and produced a barvest from
them, which proved a harvest indeed for Mexico ;
and by a similar experiment of 8 lady, Maria d'Es-
cobar, the.same blessing was granted to Peru.
And it behoves me not to omit another advantage
of a sublitner and wore sacred character. Every
thing, 1t 18 suid, 1s full of God, and in studyng h s
works, the properties of things and the laws of
the mnaterial creation, what are you doing but ex-
ploring the menner of hisacting? The time has
passed away when the study of science was thought
to be dangerous to the stubility of revesled truth ;
and though authurities are not arguments, yet the
fact is true, than in the ranks of those wio reve-
rence that truth, they are to be fuund from whose
spirits the light of science beams most purely and
brightly. To the student of nature, itis an added
pleasure and incentive to behold upon every part
of the material world which he carefully examines,
the hand writing of God, glorivus inscriptions of
his wisdom and gonduess. The luve of science will
thus be in alliance withthelove of God,and you will
find buth to be pleasant and profitable. 1shallcon
clude with the words of anold writer, which he ad»
dresses to a good sea captein, hut whichrequires on-
Iy the change of the abjects mientioned to convey a
lesson to the good lands-man:—«Tell me, ye natu-
ralists, who sounded the first march and retreat to
the tide, hitkerto shalt thou come and no further?
Why doth not the water recover its right over the
earth 2—whence came the alt, and who first boiled
it, that 1t became brine? When the winds are not
only wild in a storm, but stark mad 1n a hurnicane,
whois 1t that restores them again ta their wits, and
lulls them asleep in a calm? Who mude Lhe
mighty whales which swim in a seca of water, and
have a sea of o1l swimming in them? Was not
God the first shipwright——and all vessels on the
water descended from the loins or ribs rather of
Noab’s ark? What loadstone first tcuched the
Joadstone, and how first fell it in love with the
rorth rather than the south ? or how comes that
stone to know more than men, and find its way to
the Jandin amist? In most of these questions
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men take sanctuary in the idea of some occult
‘Juality, and complain that the room is durk when
eir eyeg are blind.  Indeed, they are God’s won-
lers, and that man, the greatest wonder of all,
who, seeing them daily, neither takes notice- of
thew, adutires at them, nor is thanktul for ther.”

TO TUB EDJTOR OF THE EXAMINER,
Sir 1=
A little manual, published in Belfast, Ire-

land, under the utle of ¢ 1 Catechism on the Go-
vernment and Discipline of the Presbyterian
Church,” having been put into my hands bya
frien., peruut e to offer 1t for wmsertion 1 your
culumns, as I feel assured, its contents cannut fail
to be buth useful and acceptable to your readers,
most of whom are, of course, members of that
church of whose “government and disciphne”
1t 15 a clear and succiuct expositor.  If 1t 18 desira-
ble to extend the dommon of our Zion, I know of
no more effectual means of accomphshing such an
ubject than a general diffusion among her members
ot such information respecting her ecclesiastical
poiity as will enuble them to *render a reason”
tor their preference to the form which-ehe has
adopted. The reasons for pubhshing this Cate-
clusin will be best explained by the preface, which
is here subjoined ¢

¢ The Compilers of this Catechism do not publish
itin an unkind spirit towards Chrisuans of other de-

nominations, nor with the view of provoling con-
troversy, but for the following reasons —

“1. In these days of conflicting opiniuns, they
decm it a matter of essential importance to the Pres-
byierian Church, that her members, and especially
he nising generation, be thoroughily instructed sn
their peculiar and distinguishing principles.

#Q, They regard as false and unscriptural the opin-
ions which'many are disposed to advocate,—that no
particular form of Church government and discipline
15 of Divine jastitunon, and that Churches may
adopt whalever form seems to them most expedient.

«3, They belicve that the glory of Chrisi, the ex-
tension of his kingdom, ard the salvation of souls,
are intimately connected with the faithful adminis-
tration of his ordinances and laws, according to the

form of government which He has instituted in His

iword.
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“4 Aundthat,they are persuaded, is the Presbyte-
rian form.”

1 have another object, however, inlaying this

manual before you, Regarding the ¢ government
and disciphne,” as well as the dactrines of the
Presbyterian Church, the profuundest ignorauce
prevails inthis country among otherwise ntelh
gent people beyond the pale of that Church. In
order, therefore, that such inforution in regard tu
the former as may lead to mquiry respecting the
latter, should be placed within the reach of all
who desire to know the truth as it is taught in the
Presbyterian Churehy I would recommend that a
Canadian editton of the “Catechi-m” should be
published, and that miuizters, cldurs and other in-
fluential persons, members of vur Church, should

be solicited to aid in circulating copics throughout |

the country at large.
I am, Sir,
Your obedicnt servant,
A Scoruy PRESBYTERIAN,

A CATECHISM ON THE GOVERNMENT AND DISCIPLINE
OF THLE PRESLYTERIAN CHURCH,

CHAPTER 1.
Government of the Church.

1. Wuar is meant by the Church ot Christ ?

Either the whole budy of his redeemed people, or
the whole body of professing Christizns on caith, and
their children, Ephes v 25,97 *Chrivt also luved
the Church, and gave hamself for at, that he mght
present itto himselt a glurious Church® Acis 1,39,
47. *For the promise is unto you, and to your chil-
Iren® ¢ AndiheLord added to the Church daily such
asshould be saved.’

11. How is the Church, in this general sense, usu-
ally distinguished ?

futo the invisible and visible Church 2

111. Is the Greek word (Lcclesia,) translated
Churchin the Scrnptures, confined tothese two mean-
ings? )

No. Itisused in vanous senses. It signifies—

1. Any general asscmbly or conzregation ol peo-
ple, (Acts Xix. 32;) ¢ for the assembly (Ecelesia) was
confused.’

2, An assembled Council, cither of civil judges,
Acts xix. 39, ¢ Itshall be determinced in alawful As-
sembly, (Ecclesia,)or of ecclesiastical rulers.  Matt.
xviii 17, * Tellat unto the Chusch, &c., (Ecelessa ),
The Church consists of rulersand ruled.  Heb. xun.
17. And according to the order of all well regulated
sociciics, complaints are laid before the rulers. It
was so in the Synagogucs of the Jewish Church,
and, thercfore, as spoken by our Lord, and understood
by hisdisciples, the word Church, in this verse, will
mean the Rulers. )

3. Any particular congrcgmion of Christians. Col.
jv. 15. ¢ Aud the Church which isin his house.

4. Scveral congregations, or Churches; considered
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as e budy under thesame genetal judicature, I Cor,
i. 2. ‘Untothe Church of od which isat Coringh-
compared with avi, 34, ‘Let your women I.ecp Sie
lenee i the Charches)  Alsu, Acts vin. 1o The
Church which was at Jerusaleis " compared wag
xat 20, How tauy thutsatds,’ or(as iu the otiinggy

iy iads A Ly tiad s e thousand. Mauy anyn.
ads wuust have made many congregations in Jerasa-
tem,—all eilled the Churcl, under the jurisdictio o
the Apo.tles and Elders. Acts xv. 6, and xv1. 4.

1V. Is the word Church used, at present, in this
lastsense ?

Yes. Wesay the Church of Scolland,—the Church
of Enviand.

V. Is 1t a matter of indifference to what Church
we belonz?

No. It s our duty 10 join and adbere to that Church
which is most agreeable to the Holy Scriptures in s
doctnnes constintion, forms and diseyphne. 1 Jobn
.l ey the spanitr whether they are of God.' 1
Thes v.21. Prove all tinngs; hold fast that which
is srood.’

V1. Has the Chnistian Church, as a visiblesocicty,
a form of government peentiar o itself?

Yes, Iiss a kmgdom having laws enjoined by
Christ, and its members consist of the rulers, and tie
ruled.  John xvin. 26. ¢ DMy Kingdom is not of this
world,” &c. Heb. xin.17. ¢ Obey themn that have the
rale gver you, and sebmit yourselves, for they watch
for vour souls.

VIL Where do we find the ordinances and laws
by which it is governed?

In the word ‘of God alone. Tsa. viii. 20, ¢To the
law ond to the testimony'; if they speak not according
10 this word, it is because there s no light in thew!
Rev xxin 18, ¢ If any man skall add to these things,
God shall add unto himthe plaguesthat are wiittensn
this book.

VI What is the form of Church government
\G\-hllc?h is founded on and agrecable to the Word o

o

‘I'hat which is called the Presbyterian furm. Tt s
so called from the word LPresbyter,signifying Elder,
which isthe usual Senpiural name ot the rulers of
the Church,

IX. Whatare the general and fundamental prinaie
ples of this furn of Church Government ?

The supreme headsinp of Jesus Christ, the official
cquality ol sts Ministers, the office of rulmg Ltder,
the clection of 1> otficers by Church mmembers, and
the mimsterial 2and subordinare authority of its Church
Couns.

X. What is meant by the supreme headship of
Christ?

That He,and He alone, is the King and Head of
the Church, and that no other person or persons have
any authority to decree ritesand ceremonies, or indi-
tute offices in the Church.  Ps.ii. 6. ¢ Yet have Iset
my King upon my holy hill of Zion® 1 Pet.v3
¢ Neither asbeing lords over God's heritage, but being
ensamplestothe flock.” Eph.v.23. ¢ Even as Christ
is the head of the Church.’ Mau. xxviii. 20. ¢ Teach-
wnz them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-

{manded you.’

X1 How wany kinds of office-bearers did Chnst
appomt in his Church?

"wo kinds,—extraordinary and ordinary officers.
Ephes. iv. 11, * And he gave sume apostles, and some
piophets, and some evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers.’

XII Whatwere the extraordinary ?

Persons endowed with supernzatural gifts and ex-
lr}.;xordm.xry authority ; as apostles, cvangehsts, pro-
phets, .

XL For what purpose werc they appeinted 3
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To make known the will of Christ, settle the con-
stitution of the Church agreeably thereto, and com-
mit the administfation ot it to ordinary and perma-
pent officers. Tit. i.5. ‘For this cause I leftthee
in Crete, that thou shouldst set in order che thingsthat
are wanting.! 2 Tim.ii.2. *And the things that
thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able
to teach others also.’

; XI}". Had they any successors as extraordinary of-
icers

No. We do not read of any having been appoint-
ed or ordained to succeed them in their higher office,
as apostles, evangelists, or prophets. Acls xiv. 23.
tAnd when they had ordained them Eldersin every
Chureh.’

XV. What are the ordinary Church officers ap-
pointed by Christ 2

Presbyters or Elders, (called also Bishops or Over-
seers,) and Deacons. Acts xx.17. * And from Mile-
tus he sent to Ephesus, and called the Elders of the
Church.’ Philip.i. 1. ¢ To all the saintsin Christ
Jesus at Philippi, with the Bishops and Deacons.’

XVI. Whatis meant bythe Pastors of the Church?

The Presbyters or Elders, whoteachas well as rule.

XVIL Is any one of these possessed of superior
rank and authority in the Church above the others ?

No. They areall of the same order and of equal
authority. .

XVIIL Are not Bishops an order of Ministers dis-
tinct from and superior to Presbyters or Elders ?

They are not._Bishop is only aunother name for
the Presbyter or Elder.

XIX. How docs this appear?

1. Bishops are not designated by any distinguishing
or peculiar title, nor addressed by the Aposilesas dis-
charging any distinet duties.

2. The word (Episcopos) translated Bishop, signi-
fies merely an vverseer. Acts xx.28. ‘Take beed
to the flock over whichthe Holy Ghost hath made you
(Episcopoi) overseers.’

8. All Elders are Bishops, or overseers. Acts xx.

17, with28. ¢ And called the Elders of the Church, |W¢

—over which the Holy Ghost hath made yon over-
seers,’ or ¢ Bishops,’ as the original word is transla-
ted in Phil. i. 1. ‘with the %ishops,’ (Episcopoi.)
And Tit. i.5, 7. *For this cause I left thee in Crete,
that thou shouldest ordain Elders in every city.’ ‘ For
a Bishop must be blameless.” And 1 Pet. v. 1,2, *The
Elders I exhort, who am also an Elder,—feed the flock
o}f Goc}. ,which is amony you, taking the oversight
thereof.

4. Ruling is a less honourable and less important
work than teaching; and, therefore, a Bishop, as
Ruler, cannot be superior to the Pastor, or Teacher.
1 Tim. v.17. ¢Letthe Elders that rule well be ac-
counted worthy of double honour, especially they who
labour in the word and doctrine’ 1 Cor. xii.28.
‘And God hath set some in the Church,—first, apos-
tles; thirdly, teachers; after that—helps, govern-
ments.’

5. All Pastors derive their office and authority
from Christ, by the same commission, and 1n the same
words; and, therefore, equal official authority apper-
tainsto all. Markxvi.15. And he said unto them,
*Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to
every creature.’

6. Since, then, Bishop and Presbyter are convertible
titles, and the same general character, duties and
powers are ascribed in Scripture o the Presbyter
and to the Bishop, it evidently follows, that they are
not two distinct orders, but ave one and the same
church-officer—the Presbyter being the only Scriptu-
ral bishop.
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}%X. What surt of ufticers were Timothy and Ti-
tus

‘T'hey were extraordinary and itinerant officers.
2 Tim. iv. 3,10, ‘Do the work of an Evangelist.’
‘ Titus, (is departed) unto Dalinatia > 2 Cor. viii. 23,
* Titus, he is my pariner and fellow-helper concern-
g you.' and xn. 18, ' [ desired Tiwus, and with himn
lsenta bruther.’

XXI. Dues the word ¢ Angel,’ as used in reference
tothe Seven Churches of Asia, in Revelations, desig-
nate an officer superior to the Presbyter?

The word signifies merely a messenger, and may
he applied 1o any servant of Gud that bears 1 message
fromhim. It may as well be taken to designate the
Muderator of the Presbytery as the vrgan of comua-
nication; or it mnay signity the Pastors of the Church,
in a collective capacity Rev ii 8,10. ¢‘Some of
you,' ‘that ye,! &c.; and'13, ¢ mnong yon.

XXIH. How is the Pastor set apart to his office ?

Heis ordained to itby imposition of hands, and by
prayer. 1 Tim.v.22. ¢ Lay hands suddenly on no
man.! Actsxiii. 3. * And when they had fasted and
prayed,and laid their hands on them, they sent them

away.

XXII. Who has authority to ordain to offices in
the Church?

A Presbytery, or plurality of Elders. 1Tim. iv.
14. * With the faying on of the hands of the Precby-
tery.! Actsvi. 6. < Whom they set before the Apos-
tles, and when they had prayed, they laid their bands
on them.

XXIV Isthere any other pecrmanent office in the
Church but that of teaching ?

There is also the oftice of ruling. Heb. xiii. 24.
¢ Salute all them that kave the rule over you.’

XXYV. To whomdoes it belong to exercise this of-

fice?

Tothe Presbyters or Elders. Acts xv. 6. ‘And
the Apostles and Elders came together for to con-
sider the matter; and xvi. 4, ‘they delivered them the
decerees for to keep, which were ordained of the Apos-
tles and Elders.! 1 Tim.v.17. ¢ The eldas that sule

. " ]
XX VI. How many classes of Elders zre there?

Two,—the Teaching Elder and the Ruling Eldcr.
1 Tim. v.17. ¢Letthe Eldersthatrule well be count-
cd worthy of double honour, especially they who la-
bour inthe word and docirine.’ 1 Cor. xii.28. -Teach-
ers, helps, governments.’

XXVIIL Arethese to be regarded as distinct or-
ders of office bearers, poxsessing diflerent degrees of
authority 2

No. They areto be rezarded as ocenpying differ-
ent deparuments of the same general oflice, and of
equal authority as rulers of the Church.

X XVII. Why are they thus distinguished ?

Because the one class is ordained not only to rule,
but alsototeach, and the other to rale, as their distine-
tive duty.

XXIX. What is the general duty of the Ruling
Elders?

To act along with the Pastor, as*helps and gov-
ernments,’ in overseeing the Church, in exercising
discipline and rule, and visiting the famihies andsick
members, for exhortation and prayer. 1 Per. v 1,2.
*The elders which are among vou 1 exhort, whoam
also an Elder *—* Feed the flock of God which is
among you, takingthe oversight thereot’’ Jas. v. 14.
*Is any sick among fou 1 let him call for the Elders
of the Church, and let them pray over him.”

XXX. Isit a part of the Deacon’s office to teachor
rule in the Church?

No. Deacons are nnt spoken of any where in Scrip-
ture, in connexion with these duties.

XXXI. Forwhatduty werc they appointed ?




To manage the temporal affairs of the Church, and
especially toattend to the wants of the pooer, in order
that the Apostles or ‘Teachers might ¢ give them-
aqlv]esdconlmually 10 the mmstry of the word.!  Acts
vi. 1,4,

XXXII. Didnot Philip, who was a Deacon, teach
and baptize?

Philip became an Evangelist, and, as such, had au-
thority to teachand baptize. Acts xxi. 8, ‘And we
entered into the house of Philip the evangelist!

XXXIU. Have the members of Churches the
rightof chousing their uwn Pastors, and other office-
bearers % .

Yes. Churches have this privilege, in common
with all other free societies. = Actsi. 15,26. ‘And
Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples.’ *And
they gave forth their lots, and the lot fell upon Mat-
thias.'  Acts vi. 5. ¢ And the saying pleased the whole
multitude, and they chose Stephen.’ 2 Cor. v1ir. 19,
¢ Who was also chosen of the Churches to travel with
us with thisgrace,” &c.

d X)%XIV. How should Christians discharge this
uy? -

In a spirit of meekness, humility, peace and prayer,
with a supreme regard to the glory of Christ, and the
spiritual interests of the Chureh, without paitiality
or respect of persons. Phil. ii. 3. *¢Let nothing be
done through strife or vain-glory; but in lowli-
ness of mind Jet each esteem other” better than them-
selves)  Acts .24, ¢ Andthey prayed andsaid, Lord,
shew whether of thesetwo thou hast chosen.’ 1 Cor.
x. 31, ‘Whatseever ye du, du all to the glory of
God.! James iii.17. " ¢'The wisdom that is from
above is peaceable, without partiality.?

(T be continued.)

PROTEST FROM THE REV. ALEXANDER GALE, MODERATOR
OF TIIE SYNOD OF CANADA, TO IS EXCELLENCY SIR
'GEORGE ARTHUR, LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF UPPER
CANADA.

We beg theattention of our readers to the fol-
lowing statement which the Moderator has ad-
dressed to His Excellency, the Licutenant-Govern-
or, in conformity to the instructions of the Com-
mission of Synod, which met in Toronto in May
last,

Mav 17 pLEASE YoUR ExcELLENCY,

. A large portion of the people, over whom your
Excellency holds rule, feel they have susiined a
gricvous wrong.

Scotchmen and Presbyterians in Canada, with deep
grief, bave long seen most important rights=—the sa-
cred rights of the Church of their native land, neg-
lected and insulted ; with feelings, painful in no ordi-
nary degree, dothey now learn that adtsarc proclaim-
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The venerable budy over which I have the hunour
of presiding, participating with their countrymen in
their seuled conviction of the injustice of these proceed-
ings—participaling with them the painful emotions,
with which they have filled them, have devolved on
methe duty of solemnly protesting before your Excel.
lency, before Canada and the Empire, against their
possible legality or validity.

Permit me to assure yonr Excclleucy, thatitis a
duty on the discharge of which, I enter with the most
painful feelings.

At these unhappy dissensions within the christian
community in Canada, the infidel triumphs ; the ene.
mics of British institutions rejoice.

But,though performing it with heaviness of heart,a
sense of what is owing to the rights of the venerable
ChurchinwhichI bear office, and of theancient King-
dom 1rom which we have sprung, a sense too of whatis
owing to the prevalence of the immutable principles
of justice, and above all, a deeply impressed convic-
tion of the momentous consequences to the spiritual
well-being of the many coming millions of men of
our blood andlineage, which the measuresuow having
place must in all human probability produce, strength-
en me, in exccution of the charge which has been
committed to me, to lay before your Excellency, with
the utmost respect, and briefly but alsoin full truth and
sincerity, asummary of the wrongs which the Church

1 of Scotland in Canada has sustained, and a detail of

the grounds of this our solemn protest against recent
violations of its rights.

It is doubtless known to your Excellency, that the
firsttrans-atlantic settlers of this Colony were Scotch-
men; that during many of the years ofits earliest his-
tory, Scotchmen constituted the great mass ot British
emigrants, and that, from the spreading of these and
their descendants, Scotch Presbyterians form a large
part of the population of Upper Canada.

Your Excellency will not hesitate to belicve, that
our countrymen, while thus devoting their lives and
fortunesto'the enterprise of reducing a remote and
desert dependency of the Empire to a fertile Province,
rested in full confidence that the guardian power of
the parent State would be watchfully extended over
them ; that they entered on their arduous and impor-
tant undertaking with hopeful and cheerful heasts,
from the reflection that, though at a distance from the
land of their fathers, they were yet in regions which
the blood and encrgies of those fathers had largely
cuntributed to place within the hmits of the Empire,
and might, with perfect sccurity, rely on being
upborne in their dangers and difficulties by its sus-
taining and protecting arm,

In these their just expectations, they have anhap-
pily been gricvously disappointed. Ia one most im-
portant particular, in all that cuncerns their religions
rights, Scotchmen have been in Canada as exiles from

cd as legal, which directly violate them.

{their own realm——as aliens in the land of the stranger.
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This, it has been authoritatively told us, is a Colo-
ny of England. The Church of England, we are
10ld, is the rehgivn of the State, and rightfully claims
the whole countenance and support of the Guvern-
ment.

A seventh of the Jands is set apart for a Protestant
Clergy. The Church of England takes possession of
them, and holds thein—thousands are granted every
year for the suppurt of religion, they are granted
to the Church of England—Government chaplains
are appointed, they areof the Church of England—
Scotchinen form no undistinguished portion of the
soldiery of the Empire, no ptovision is made for
Scotch soldiers receiving the mmmstrations of their
own Church, as i the case of their comrades frum
Esgland. We have ranonstrated against being thus
placed in subjection tothe church of the sister king-
dom. ‘The mode in which these remonstrances have
been treated, has served to make us more bitterly sen-
sible of the complete and humiliating subjection tv
that Church, in which it has been sought to place and
hold us.

In answer to our remonstrances, Mr. Hagerman,
the then Solicitor, and immediately thereafter Atior-
ney General, in a harangue, which the Archdeacun
of Toronto characterizes as asplendid display of clo-
quence, in defence of his church and government,
taxes us with presumption in daring to remonstrate.

“How,” this the legal adviser of the Government
of the Colony is reported, in his place in the House
of Assembly, to have said—*how can you possibly
place yourselves in comparison with the Church of
the State, or imagine yourselves any thing clse in
Canada than a merely tolerated sect? Has the Go-
vernment viewed you in any other light? Does it
recognize you as a body corporate? Can you in that
cazacily hold half a dozen acresof land? Nay, are
you not tied down by degrading disabilities? Can
your clergymen performthe marnage cercmony, even
among their own people, without having o dance at-
tendance on the contemptible Court of Quarter Ses-
sions? Does not every thing shew, you are meant to
beand must be, simply.a dissenting scet—exisung al
allin Canada, but by mere sufferance 7”

‘When, ourselves regarding our actual condition,
we havebeen compelled to acknowledge, with sorrow,
that the picture drawn of it by the Attomey General,
isnot unlike the reality—for the efiects are melan-
choly. 'With sorrow we acknowledge the degraded
condition under which we exist; we admit that the
general bearing of the government towards us, has
‘beenadverse. Hence it is, from these untoward and
discouraging circumstances, that many, many thou-
sands of ovr countrymen, dispersed overthese exten-
sive regions, are pining under deprivation of the reli-
gious ordinances of their father-land; that many of
them alas! from their long continued deprivation of
these ordinances, have ceased tofecl the want ofthem,
avdit istohe feared, havelapsedinto a forgetfuliess
of the duties and privileges of religion itself.
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Hence, tov, ariscs the difficulty in procuring cler-
gymen of our church from our native land. Our
brethren at humne, though cheerfully, devating them-
selves tu the duties of a laborions life, and contented
with no very abundant purtion of this world’s goods,
are not accustomed to oceupy a humiliating position
in suciety, to be shghted and regarded wit, jealousy,
by those in authority in the land, or placed in opposi-
tionto them.  Ilence it iy, also, that the clergy of the
Scultish Chureh n the Canadas nutber so fow, and
instead of sixty, we do not amount to three times
sixty.

But even though we have been obliged, in sadness
of heart, tu acknowledge the humiliating und discour-
aging cundition in which adherents to our national
chureh exist in Canada, we have also ever asked our-
selves, is it right, or fit, or just, that such should be our
condition? Is there really a just cause why Scotch-
1men should not enjoy equal privileges, why they
should be held intenor in Canada to Englishmen?
‘Why the one sharing at least equally the toil, should
pot equally share the reward 3

For any such cause we have losked in vain. We
have recurred tu the securds of history ; we find our
country.there glotously distinguished, as maintaining
1ts hberues and independence enure, through many
an arduous contest. We sec England, first cunsenting
to receive frum us a king, and then secking to be in-
corporated with us as a nation.

Neither in ounr previous history, in the history of
the union, nor in the instrument of union, can we find
any thing indicating inferiority or subjection. On
the contrary, we find ourselves placed on a perfect
equality with our.brethren of England ; a community
of all rights, privileges and advaniages that do, or
may Yelong to cither, being guarantied, by the wreaty
of union, to the natives of buth kingdums.

We have looked arvund ; we see a flourishing pro-
vince gained and preserved from the encmies of the
Empire by successive contests, in wiich the blovd and
energies of Scotchmen were expended in no scanty
measure—icclaimed trom the wildness of nature, by
exertions in which our couuntrymen have borne no
small part.  ‘We have cast our eyes over the wide At-
lantic to our native land ; we have seen our Church
honoured and respected as the great sustaining pil-
lar of whateverthere is goodand praiseworthy, and
as coutributing in no small degree, to the general
peace and prospessty of the empire.

In allthis, we have seen nothing that should render
us wiferior i Canada, nothing that should withdraw
frum us the assistance granted by Governinent to
others, nothing that should expose us to degradation
ormsult.  'We have accordingly turned from Cana-
daand those directing the councils of the Cutony, o
the hinperial Government.

. We have represented sotlie British Parliament that
Canada 1x a Buash, not an Euglish Colony, and that
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weare not colenists of England, but of the empire of
Great Britain.

‘We have claimed, therefore, interms of the treaty of
union, tuhave in Canada possession of a community
of allthe rights, privileges, and advantages, enjoyed
by the colenists of our sister kingdom. We have
claimed, consequently, to be held, as well as the
Church of England,an Established Church, and as such
to have the proiection and suppor of Government.

We have claimedasone of the established Churches
of the empire, as onc of the protestant Churches re.
cogmized by the laws of the empure, to share equally
withthe Church ot England, in proporticn to our
numbers, in the lands set apart in Canada for the
maintenance of a protesiant clergy. In all these
respects ,our claims have been fully admitted.

‘We hadin the first place, the satisfaction to learn.
thatin 1819, before any proper representation of onr
situation was laid before the Imperial Government,
the legal advisers of the crown had given an opinion
in which they held our claim to rank in Canada as
one of the Churches of the empireto be unquestiona-
ble, and the right derived of consequence {rom it, to
share with the Church of England in the lands set
apart for the maintenance of a protestant clergy tobe
perfectly valid.

In this opinion the committee of the House of Com-
mons in 1828, in therr report coincided ; and inJanua-
ry 1832, his late Most Gracwus Majesty, King Wil-
liam 1V.by mestage, gave itthe sanction of his Royal
word in the followmg terms: when, speaking of
changes to be effected, he limited them as such—*as
may be carned into eflect without sacrificing the just
claims of the established Churches of England and
Scotland. The waste lands which have been set
aperi as a provision for these venerable bodies, have
hitherto yielded no disposable revenue.”

Fo pass by other sanctions, we have the following
recent correspondence between Lord Glenelg, princt-
pal Sécretary of State for the Colonies, and Princi-
pal McFarlane, Convener of the Commttee of the
the Church of Scotland on churches in the Colonzes.

‘The Committee, through Dr. McFarlane, thus ad-
dress Lord Glenelg:—* Edinburgh, 2Ist Maxrch,
1837. *'The Memorialisisbegleave to repeat the asser-
tion of a principle which they apprehend cannot be
controverted, viz: thatby thetreaty of union, themin-
isters and other members of the Church of Scotland
are entitled in every Colony settled or acquired since
the year 1706, tobe on a perfect equality, in all re-
spects, with those of the Church of England, in pro-
portion to the number, belonging respectivelytoeach
denomination,”

Tothis, Sir George Grey replied on May 3lst,
1837, “ His Majesty’s Government see no reason to
dissent fromthe general principle asserted by the Me-
morialists. They are desirous of giving it the fullest
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practical operation which the means at their disposal,
for thispurpose, will allow.”

In addition to these assurances, and until other ar-
rangements could be effected, in 1827, the annual sum
of £750 from the proceeds of Jands sold 1o the Canada
Company. was appropriated to the aid of our church
Meantime, the whole question of the manner in which
thelands,setapart for the benefit of a protestant eler-
ay, were 1o be disposed of, was referred to the decision
of the Provincial Legislature 'We patiently and da.
tifully waited for the decision of the question in this
mode, or, failing it, in any other in which, in the opin-
ion of the governmen, it might be most advantage-
ously disposed of.

Satisfied that the principle that we had a right 1o
rank cqually with the Church of England as an ¢s.
tablished Church in Canada, had received the fullest
sanction, we murmured not at the immediate disabili-
tiesand vexations under which we laboured. Were-
posed in confidence on the justice and honour of the
Imperial Government, convinced that it must be as
eager as we could be to have those disabilities and
vexations wiped away, since, this principle having
been admitted, in proportion as they were a grievance
to us—and a heavy grievance we found them—in the
same proportion were they an opprobium to it.

In the whole course of the procedure, there was
only one doubt which could possibly have shaded the
clear conviction established in our mind of the ulti-
mate triumph of our cause; there was only one argu.
ment on which our opponeats could insist—only one
plausible objection which they could raise. By cer-
tain clauses of the Act of Parliament 1791, it 1s de-
clared to be lawful for the Sovereign to authorize the
Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council
of the Province, to establish over the whole Province
of Upper Canada, rectories of the Church of Eng-
land, endowed fromthe lands, reserved by thesame
statute for the support of a protestant clergy, * the -
cumbents of said rectories to hold the same, and all
rights, profits, and emoluments, therewith granted, as
fully and amply, and in the same manner, and on the
same terms and conditions, and liable to the perform-
ance of the same duties as the incumbents of a par-
sonage orrectory inEngland.” It has been held by
theparty desirous of giving supremacy to the Church
of England—the party which has ever had a prepon-
derating influence in the colonial administration,
that these clauses do, in effent, give a real establish-
ment to that church as a dominant church of the Colo-
ny, and place the adherents of the Church of Scot-
land equally with other denominations, in the class of
dissenters from the ecclesiastical establishment of the
country. Ithason the contrary ever seemed to us,
and we have ever maintained, that these clauses have
no such effect; because, in the first place, like other
clanses in the Act,they are by no means positive, but
only possible and contingent, establishing nothing,
but only giving the power under conceivable circum-
stances to make certain establishments,
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Ithas seemed to us, that they no more extablish the
Church of England as a dominant church, than the
6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th clauses establish a hereditary
nobility. The power js, indeed, we have considered
by the terms of the Act, granted to the Sovereign of
Dritain, in the case of the nobility to establish a body
of titled and hereditary legislators, whenever itshall
seem proper to the Sovereign so to do.

In like manner, in the case of the Church of Eng-
Jand, the Sovereign has also, by the terms of the Act,
the power to authorize the Governor, with the advice
of the Executive Council, to establish the Church of
England as the dominant church, in every township
in the Province. But, until the actual moment of the
establishment of both, it has seemed to us, that both
church and nobility, and their powers and claims,
maust be hela to be merely conceivable, and not actual
existences. ‘We were confirmed in this view by the
tenor of the 41st clause of the Act which admits of
whatever relates to ecclesiastical endowments being
altered or repealed by act of the Provincial Legisla-
ture; such act having previously obtained the Royal
assent.

Secondly, the actualestablishment of the Church of
England as the dominant church of the Colony, has
seemed to us so inconsistent with the spirit of the im-
perial constitution, as,—unless under barely conceiva-
ble circumstances, such as a general conformity and
amalgamation of the two nations in laws and reli-
gion—never tobe capableof having a valid existence.

Thirdly, we conceivethe recognition of our clairas
by the Imperial Government, to be of itself, an ample
security, againstany attempt to give effect to the pro-
vision of the act. 'We feel persuaded that, acknow-
ledging we held of right the same rank in Canada as
the Church of England, it never could be the inten-
tion of the British government to bring our rights in-
to controversy with the extensive but ill-defined
claims, that might be drawn from iLe attempt to give
areal existence to the English clergy, whose possible
and ideal existence, seems to havebeen contemplated
by the framers of the Act referred to.

Besides, and in the fourth place, had we conceived
there were any grounds for mistrustin this matter, we
should have been completely reassured by the declara-
tions of members cf the Imperial Government, of
which the sentiments of the Right Hon. R. W. Hor-
ton, expressed before the commiittee of the House of
Commons in 1827, may be cited as an instance.

‘The question being put, * Should you not be dis-
posed to say that government and the legislaure of
England should be very cautious of doing any thing
that could give rise to the slightest suspicion that there
was any intention of establishinga dominant church
inthat country?” Mr. Horton in his reply states, “ that
be conceives the words Protestant Clergy to refer to
the clergy of the tworecognized establishments,” and
concludes by saying, ** It appears to me quite conclu-
sive, that there wasno intention of necessarily estab-
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lishing the Church of England as a duminant church,
inasmuch as the 413t clavse gives a power 1o the local
legislatures, with the consent of the crown, of alter-
ing all the provisions which are contained in the 3Gth,
37th, 38th, 39th, and 40th clauses.”

Finally, after taking all these considerations into
account, could any remaimng doubt have lhingered
on our minds, it must have been dispelied by the re-
flection, that the disposal of the funds on which the
possible existence of a duminant church depended,
and the adjustment of the ecclesiastieal nsututions of
the country to its condition and wants, were then pla-
ced by the Imperial Government, as already stated,
under the award of the colonial legislature.

‘We could not be supposed to imagine that while these
questions were unsettled, they should be taken out of
the hands of the appointed arbitrators, and virtually
decided in favour of one of the contending partees,
Had we required any considerations to add force to
our preceding convictions, all these would have pre-
sented themselves to us; but, in reality, we sought
nothing further than the pledge of the Imperial Gov-
ernment, and in loyal and confiding faith, we rested
on its reiterated assurances of some effective remedy
being afforded us. Thus were we waiting, when the
astounding intelligence was communicated to us, that
by authority of the Imnperial Government itself, the
standing in the Colony, on the seeming possibility of
some day attaining wbich, the Church of England
had hitherto grounded its extravagant pretensions, had
been actually granted it: that the clauses inthe Act
of 1791, empowering the Sovereign to authorize the
governor, with consent of the council, to establish
rectories of the Church of England, to be held as fully
and amply, and on the same terms and conditions as
parsonages or reclories in England, had been actually
carried into effect, and that the endowment had been
made outof lands—the clergy reserves—the allotment
of which,as has been stated, had been previcusly as-
signed to the Provincial Parliament.

"The intelligence was of such a nature, thatat first,
it seemed to us incredible; and when the fact was
known, and it was publicly declared that rectors had
really been appointed, and endowed, over all the pro-
vince, we felt convinced that the measare must have
been executed withoutsufficient authority and would
turnout to be ineflective andnull. 'We were confirm-
ed inthisbedief, from the despatch of Lord Glenelgto
Sir Franeis Head, in which he states, that the Home
Government knew nothing of it, and therefore, could
not have authorized it, and we were prepared to ex-
pect the decision which the law officers of the Crown
gave, when they declared the act neither legal nor va-
lid. Our minds were,in consequence, just beginning
to recover from the surprise—the consternation, which
the extraordinary attempt had excited, when they have
been agitated afresh, by the unexpected information,
now confirmed to us by your Excellency’s recent com-
munication, that the law officers of the Crown have
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reversed their former opinion, affirming the establish-
ment of rectories which they before held tobe neither
legal nor valid, to be now legoi and valid; and that
the rectorsof the parishes so erecied and cendowed,
have the same ccclesiastical authority, within their
respective limits, as is vested in the rector of a parish
in England.

Against this evident violation of the rights of the
Church of Scotland we protest, and that on the follow-
ing grounds:

1st. The authority in which it is asserted they rest,
issaid to be derived from a despatch transmitted by
Lord Bathurst, in thereizn of Georgethe IV.,in 1825,
hut the existence of which was not known, and which
was not acted on till the reign of William IV., in
1336. ‘Tous, it appears that this is an auathority, un-
der any other circumstances, insufficient for the pur-
pose, a simple letter from the Scerctary of State,
communicating his opinion in favour of the measure,
not constituting the full royal sanction indicated by
the terms of the act. But, should it, nevertheless, be
maintained that this is a sufficient sanction, the minis-
ter being to be held the organthrough whom the royal
purpose authoritatively cmanates, it must at least be
granted that this purpose can only so cmanate, when
guarded by those securities which are constitwtionally
provided for its being thus truly conveyed, uninflu-
enced by misrepresentation of arguments or misstate-
ment of facts.

The securities constitutionally required for the
voice of the minister, thus validly conveying the royal
will, are his responsibility to his Sovereign and his
country. He is responsible to the furmer for conveying
it truly and exactly; he is responsible to thelatter for
any thing contained therein prejudicial to the sub-
ject, proceeding, asinsuch a case, is constitutionally
tobe presumed, from the royal car having been abused
by his own misstatementsor misrepresentations.

‘This constant responsibility of tbe minister, one of
the guiding principles of our free and enlightencd
constitution, gives, itis acknowledged, great authority
to all aets of his, that have been guarded by it; but
in the case before us, the sanction which ministerial
acts thus receive, is entirely wanting. In the first
-place, there is no security that the missive of Lord
Bathurst in 1823 really contains thewill of His Ma-
Jjesty, George IV.; for, it is first made public, and cited
as authority for the most important changes, now when
that monarch has been laid in the tomb. Secondly,
it issues withont being subject to the constitutional

check of the minister’s responsibility to his country;|.

for it issues long after Lord Bathurst's retirement
from office, when he hasunolonger those consequences
to dread towhich that minister subjects himself, who
is kmown to have given his Sovereign culpable advice,
oradvice that incurs the just odium of the people.

On these grounds, therefore, we maintain, that the
despatch of Lord Bathurst in 1825, cannut in any sense,
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be held to convey a trust-worthy or valld expression of
the royal will, and cannot, consequently, communicate
that authority which the act requires.

Such a course of procedure is also, wa hold obvic
ously at variance with the cnactments of this statute
of the 3lst George III, from which it should derive
its force.

The statute empowers * is Majesty, His heirs,
and successors, to authorize the governor or licutenam
governor, or the person administering the government
in Upper Canada, from time to time, with advice of
such exccutive council, as shall have been appointed
by His Majesty, Iis heirs and  successors, to cansti-
tute and crect,” Le¢.

Tho phraseology clearly indicates a coexisting
Soveraign, governor and council.  But, if the des.
patch of Lord Bathurst of 1825 be assumed as vahd
authority for establishing the rectories, it is assumed,
contrary to the evident meaning of the expressions of
the Act, that the authority is valid, though given by
onc Savercign, operated on in the reign of another—
given to onc governor, neglected or disobeyed by him—
executed by n succceding governor, acted on, not with
the advice of councillors previously appointed, but
with the advice of councillors not in office till long
after.  Such a course of nrocedure, as itis evidently
informal; rust be held to be void.

Our objections, however, on this head, are not merely
formal ; they are grounded upon a careful examina-
tion of the obvious intentions of the Act, and inevita.
bly arise from a due consuderaton of s provistons,
Al analogy justifics us in maintaining, that when the
laws appoint different powers as neeessary to the exe-
cution of any measure, they do so that these powers
may serve as checks on each other,

- ‘That they may cffectually do so however, it is al-
ways provided that the agency of these powers be
concurrent.  So only, it is obvious, can their mutual-
ly restiaining influence be effectually excreised. Not
to cnlarge on an ndmitted principle, we may askwhat
irremediable damage to British legislation, and. what
interminable confusion to its procedure would be
produced, were it competent for the House of Lords
to pass any bill which had ever passed any pres+ding
Houso of Commons, or for any Sovercign to as~ M to
any bill which had cver thus slipped through both
ITouses !

The obviously mischievous tendeney of the intro-
duction of such a mode of procedure into the legisia-
turcof the cmpire, but faintly images its evils in this
case; for, not'only would it render the provisions of
the statute nugatory in the prevention of crror, but, by
removing the necessary publicity of the carlier stages
of the process,.and the check on human passions and

prejudices which publicity furnishes, 1t would make
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these very provisions the instruments prompting to' a
comuissionof error,

Tt is obvious, that were it authorized, & colonial
minister restrained from advising certain measures, by
asalutary dread of the public odium -and the personal
inconvenience likely to arisc from them, were they to
be carried into immediate operation, might yet be
easily led to procure the regal authority for thclr being
effected, were he surc that this could only happen at
gom¢ remote period, when he would no longer person-
ally have reason to fear the conscquences.  Isit tobe
believed that any minister can thus indefinitely lock up
1he royal prerogative? Thatthe royal will is to be
sought for, not inthe breast of the living and breath-
ing monarch, but in the musty folds of some old docu-
went deposited in the archives of a colonial exccutive
wr Cile=that from thence, tothe astonishment of the
re:zwung Sovereign and his ministers—to the dismay
of l.lxe people, it is to issuc for the purpose of chaug-
ing the whole ecclesiastical condition of a province ?

Such a supposition seems to us an insult to com-
mon sense—a libel on the well guarded and intelli-
genty the open and straight Jrward course of British
legislation,

Finally, we hold thc establishment of the rectories
invalid, from the supcrior countervailing force of the
aticles of the treaty of union of the kingdoms of
Englond and Scotland.

‘We maintain, that no act can truly emanate from
the Sovereign of Great Britain, destruetive of the prin-
ciples from which the monarchy derives its existence
and on which it rests; that the articles of union of
thetwo kingdoms of England and Scotland, being
the very basis of the monurchy, can in no way possi-
bly be iufringed or violated; and that, therefore,
whatever pretends to violate or infringe them, is to be
csteemed  essentially powerless and void.  Wemain-;
tain that this measure is thus essentially powerless andj
void, because it can have neither power nor geality
lut through a flagrant violation. of them.
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rectories of the Church of England, and to divide
among the i bents of these roctories the wholo
provision made for the support of n protestant clergy,

amounting to a seveuth part of the lands of the
country,

Before such authority, in any mcasures that may
have taken place in dependence on it, can have validi-
ty, we demand that it be shown what cquality of right
it allows between Scotchmen and Englishimen, when
it pretends to have power not to leave the former aspot
to put kiis fuet on, where he shall not be subject to a
rector of the church of the latter, having according to
the opinion of the law officers of the crown, “ the
same ceclesiustical authority as is vested iu ths roctor of
a parish inEngland.”  Wedemand, that it be shown
what cquality of advantage it would permit to En-
glishmen and Scotchmen, when it would bestow. one
soventh of the colony on the church of the former,
and would not leave a single acre for the church of the
latter?

Until this be shown, we utterly deny the possible
valility of the authonity, Weo solemnly protest
against any procecdings that may have taken placein
reliance on it, and liold them incffective and null, as
being in direct opposition to the fundumental laws of
the monarchy.

To all which I respectfully crave your Exccllency’s
attention,

In name, and by appointment of the Commission
of Synod.

(Signed) ALEX. GALE, Modcrator.

The articles of this trcaty, sclemnly. ratified by the,
delegates of both nations cre they merged themselves:
into a united kingdom, sccure to the natives of both,
acommunity of all rights, privileges, and advamaf'cs,
which do, or May belcmrr to either.

Canada Leing a colony, conquered by the arms of
both kingdoms, subscquently to their union, cvery ad-
vantage which it presents ought consequently in virtue

of these articles to be available alike to Scotctimen
and Englishmen.

In contravention of this great and fandamental
principle, it is pretended that a despatch of Lord
‘Bathurst gives valid authomy to the governor and ex-

ecutive council of the provinte 'to portion it out into

MEBTING OF THE SYNOD.

While borne homewards on and against the

1 boiling flood of the mighty St. Lawrence, we sit

1down to pen for our readers a short account of the
meeting of Synod which has just closed. The
members of our congregations, we belicve, feel &
growing interest in the proceedings of the Church
courts; and those of the recent Synodare of a kind,
that may well increase thav interest,and occasion to
such as are praying for the enlargement and pros-
perity of our church, thanksgivings to God on her
behalf. Anabstract of the minutes of the Synod
will ere long be printed, and, we doubt not, that our
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faithful and laborious clerk will take care to fur-
nish ministers with copics sufficient tor supplying
one to at lcast every elder and trustee, or deacon,
in the'r several congregations.  The sketch of the
procecdings which we are now to supply, is taken
from a few notes, and so we cannot pledge our-
selves to perfect accuracy inall our statements.
There are 53 ministers on the rull of the Synod :
of these, there were only 25 in attendance—obyvi-
ously on account of the great expense of travel-
ling to a place so remote as Montreal is from the
residence of the greater number of the ministers
inthe Upper Province, Of the 13 niinisters in the
Lower Province there were 10 present ; from
the Midland and Niagara districts 1 each; fromthe
Eastern, Johnstown and Gore districts2 each; from
the Home district 3 ; and from the Bathurst dis-
trict 4. Our friends in Britain may estimate the
sacrifices which must be made on such occa-
sions, from the fact that Niagara and some of the
places within the bounds of the Toronto Presbyte-
1y, arc 400 miles from Montreal, Of elders
in attendance, there were only 3—3 from the up-
perand 5 from the lower Province. The urgent
claims of the harvest, we know, prevented some
from being with us on the present occasion.

* Dr. Cook of Quebec was elected Moderator.
As he hag becn only a short timeamong us, some,
Jike ourselves, we believe, gave only a reluctant
consent to his election ; but, at the close of the
business, we came to look upon that act 28 one of
the most auspicious, which the Synod had done,
as the Doctor's mild, firm and ministerial-like de-
portment, and the zeal with which he cntered into
all the proceedings and urged themto a conclusion,
materially contributed to good order and despatch.
Of Mr. Gale the Clerk, and Mr. Mowat the Trea-
surer, if we were writing a formal review of the
proceedings, we would also speak in terms of un-
mixed commendation,

A larger portion of time was cvery day devoted
to public religious cxcrciscs than at any former
period.  But they who rightly cstimatethe relation
which subsists between prayer and cvery depart-
meat of ministerial work, will sce that the hours of
business in a church court may often be very pro-
fitably diminished by lengthened exercises of de-
votion.

The subject of Sabbath profanation wasbrought
before the Synod, through the reports of presbyte:
vics ; and the urgent need which exists for open
_testimony against this sin was felt the more vivid-
lyby all the members when they read in handbills
on the walisin Montreal, adverticements of % prEA-
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SURE TRIPS" by steamboats ou the Lord’s day. The
Moderator was appointed to prepare an address on
this subject to the members of the church, and
certain instructions to sessions, were agreed on,
The admission into the church, of hicentiates and
ministers of the Synod of Ulster was brought for-
ward by the presbytery of Toronto ; and we are
happy to have it in our power to intimate to our
congregations, that the Synod, without one dissent-
ing toice, agreed to this important measure. The
movements of the general assembly at home to-
wards that respectable body, and the urgent need
of labourers in these provinces, silenced oppos-
tion, To the actual admission of such ministers
and licentiates, they must produce extracts of or-
dination and licensc, certificates of having subscrib-
ed the confession of faith, certificates from pres.
byteries asto their good standing up to the time of
their leaving Ireland—if they have done 80 within
twelve months from the date of applying to pres-
byteries, and in the event of their having been ab-
sent from it for a longer period, they must afford
other satisfactory evidence of their good standing,
and finally, they mnust subscribe the formula of thi
church. OQur Moderator is to communicate this
resolution to Dr. Cooke of Belfast, for the infor-
mation of the Synod of Ulster. We cordially
congratulate the members of our church of Insh
origin on this important measure. We trus, that
the additions to the ministry, that we may receive
from their beloved isle, will enable us more effec.
wally to meet the spiritual destitution that prevals
to such 2 mournful extent around us.

The subject of presbyterial visitations was ta-
ken into consideration, on the appeal of amember
of the presbytery of Toronto against a decision of
that presbytery for the adoption of a scheme of
presbyterial visitations, being a modification of
that which is Jaid down in acts of the General As-
sembly. The Synod dismissed the appeal on ac-
count of informality, and enjoined this presbytery
to suspend for the prescnt, ordinary tvisitatioas, and
to report to next Synod on the expediency of hav-
ing such visitations in the church, and, if they dbe
deemed expedient, on the best mode of conducting
them.

Another subject of still higher importance
than any of these engaged much of the attention
of the Synod. This matter was brought up
first, by an overturc made from the preshyte-
ry of Toronto for increased exertions towards the
establishment of an institution for theological edo-
cation, and for increased encouragement and di-
rection to those who are studying for the ministry;

and secondly, by & report of the presbytery of
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Hamilton on the studies and attainments of four
Young men under their charge who are aiming at the
inistry, and also an overture for direction in re-
gard to them. The report referred to, will, we
"’_“!t, find a place in the printed minutes. It is
ghly satisfactory as to its matter, and from our
owledge of the brethren in that presbytery, as
Well ag from what we ourselves know of the attain-
Ments of the young men we can assure our readers
it is not too highly coloured. That, at a time
'_hen few of the preachers in our native land, are
to listen to the importunate cry ¢ come
Over and help us,” which our destitute population
sent forth——so many pious youths should offer
}hem.selves for education, for the work of the min-
try, is, tous, a plain indication of our duty, to
%0k to our own churches for at least some supply
of gpiritual labourers. He who in the daysof
i, when ¢ the word of the Lord was preciousin
Wrael, and there was no open vision,” raised up a
Prophet, to be himself a teacher of prophets, and
Who hag continued pastors and teachers to his peo-
- Ple, even though for a time, they have been obliged
% betake themselves to hiding places from the
Pergecutor, will not, if we are faithful to his cause,
ve us without the means of extending and per-
‘Petuating it in these lands. The hearts of all men
-%te in his hands, and the gold and silver are his,
And he can, and we doubt not, will dispose multi-
tudes to help us in founding an institution for the
ining of ministers ; and enable us to send forth
Wany whom he will own and bless in his own honour-
Rble gervice. A plan for the education of aspi-
Rnts to the ministry is transmitted to presbyte-
"TNes for their consideration, to be reported on to
Yext Synod. And, in the meantime, the Synod
“ Bas declared ite readiness to direct and encourage
studies of such young men as presbyteries
Il approve of. The Moderator is to communi-
$ate with the Moderator of the General Assembly
92 this subjeet.

. 'The immediate raising of funds for a theological
Yeminary was recommended by the committee, and
F{ﬂl, we trust, be vigorously prosecuted under the
ection of presbyters. A new committee for
Ofming g library was appointed—the Rev. W. T.
“€ach of T'oronto,Librarian,and Mr. John McMur-
Esq., Treasurer, by whom, or any members of
‘the Synod, contributions of money or books will
be Teceived. John Mowat Esq., of Kingston, was
®lected Treasurer of the Synod fund. Presbyteries
"8e to gend in their statistical returns to the Synod
Tk, These are of great importance in pleading
the civil claims of the church, and we trust that
"1y will be forwarded to the Clerk without any
‘.dehy.
2D
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On an overture from the presbytery of Bathurst
respecting the reading of the Holy Scriptures at
every diet for public worship, the Synod enjoined
ministers to attend to the directions on this sub-
ject in the directory for public worship. The
Synod appointed thelast Thursday of January to be
observed as a day for solemn fasting and prayer.
And sure we are, that all who wisely consider the
state of the church, and of the world, and the so-
lemn admonitions of God in his Providence, will
admit, that the people of God are called to earnest
and frequent prayer, both in private and in public,
for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and for di-
vine guidance and protection; not that we have not.
also as a church and community grounds for thanks-
giving; we can find abundance of these inthe his~
tory of the last eight months, and, in the proceed-
ings of the Syuod which we are now narrating.

We close this hasty sketch, referring our
readers for further information to the printed
minutes which the clerk will soon, we trust, be
ensbled to issue. Yet, we must add a copy
of the resolutions which were adopted on the sub-
ject of the civil relations of the church., From
these, it will be seen, that the government adberes
to a policy, which all but a few of the interested
party in these provinces, has pronounced to be un.
wise; and even unjust in supporting the exclusive
claims of the Church of England,and thrusting us,
notwithstanding our status in the mother country,
and the rights derived from the treaty of union,
down to the condition of dissenters from that
church. Our readers, too, will notice the course
of action which the Synod is about to pursue.

That this Synod being deeply aggrieved by the
unjust treatment, which,as a branch of the Established
Church of Scotland, they have received, and are
continuing to receive ir: this British Colony; and see-
ing that no effective steps have beentaken by the Im-
perial or Colonial Governments,to relieve the Church
of Scotland from her present degraded condition in
these Provinces; and to secure her in the full and
unequivocal enjoyment of her status and rights as
heretofore asserted by us—Resolved

1. Torenew their recommendations to all presbyte-
ries, sessions, and congregations within their bounds to
assertby every properand constitutional means, their
claims to the “protection of the Government, and to
an equality of all rights, privileges and advantages
with the Church of England within these Provinces.

2. To appoint the Moderator to transmit to His
Excellcney the Governor General, a copy of the pro-
test addressed by the late Moderator to Bir George
Arthur, and to endeavour to direct his attention to it ;
as also to signify in writing to His Excellency the
Governor General, the protest of this Synod against
the style assumed by the clergy of the Church of
England, in their recent address to His Excellency
at ‘Toronto, whercin they call themselves * the Clergy
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of the Established Church of Upper Canada;” and
moreover, to addressa pastoral letler to the members
of this Chureh, cautioning them, huowever much they
may feel themselvey aggnesed by the condact of
Government, to condnie W maintain thuse pringiples
af layalty and obedienee which haveahvays character-
jzed them, and which ate enjoined inthe woid of
(A

3. T'o continue more energetically their coreespon-
dence with the General Asseably @l other friends
in Britain, and widi other Pacsbytenes aml Syuds
in other British Coluuics, inviting them W cu upe-
rate for the vindication of a great national right, biased
on a treaty, the fundamental principles of which, can-
not be intringed wabowt subvenimy the Conxutuion
of the Biitish Manarchy, vize—ibe night ol our coun-
trymen, thronghout the o Colonics, o an eyt parti-
cipation with the peaple of Ensdand, of all civil and
ceclesiastical privileges and advaniages.

4. To instruet specially the Canunissian of Synad
and the Maderators ol Preshyteries, to mve afl dibi-
genee n the perlormance ot the dusies i vlved i the
preceding resvlitivies —lo codeavont Lo disvainate
as widely as possible in this conntry and in Great
Britain right views ofthese questions—and to prepare
petitions, it necessary, for ot the Colomal and -
penat Legislatures,

Congrawlatory  Addtesses o ther Excellencics
the Governor Geueraland Licatenant Goveraer were
prepared, and deputaions of Synod appuinted (0 pre-
sent them,

On Tuesday aficrnaon the Synad was closed, after
receiving an i'llll\lc‘\\i\'(‘ address fromthe Modevator.
‘I'he nest meeting was appointed to be heldat K.
stox, on e first ‘Thwsday of July, 1339,

LCCLEMIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE.
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CIIURCLH OF
SCOTLAXND.

TurRspay, My 2k

ReronT BY  0E 1 0MMITIER or PROVAGATING TIE
Gowrn s Inma, =D Buision said he would not
detain the Assanbly with auy prcduninary remnarhs,
lwt at once praceed tu read from the Report, which he
would do as shortly as was consistat with the great-
ness of the subjeet, uad from its nature by was satis-
fied it could not L without interest o all who Jisten-
al it (The Ruerend Gonloman thon pracecded
wread @ long and deuly jateresting Report from
which we asclect o fuw passages.)

“ Ou no fomier eoccasion have your Commiitee
brought theiv Report hetore you, with degper feelings
ol thankfulness to Almighty God for the success
which ke Iiath been pleased to bestow upon your
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great undertuking, or with better prospects of wide-
spreading uscfulness,

t At cach of the three Presidencies of British fn-
dia, your scheme is now in cliective and most vigosous
operation,

¢ . Calculta—In Caleutta, your establishment has
assumed an appeavance of permanenee greater than
before, by the completion of the buildings for its ac.
commodation; of which the commencement was an-
nounced in the Committee’s Report to last Assembly.,
The seventh examination of your institution was held
within the new building, on the 12th Junuary last,
‘The attendance both of the European and of the in.

'mmglvd

fluential native population, appears to have been more
uunmerous than on any former occasion; and the ap-
probation evpressed to have been 1ncreasing and un-
One of the most striking and most en-
cournging features in cvery such exhibition, is the
perfect quicscence—to say the very least—with which
Hindoo parents witness the examination of their chil-
dren on the history and the doctrines of the Bible.
‘T'his is avowedly and unshrinkingly made a conspicu-
ous fuature in the exercises of each class, from the
tost clementary to the most advanced; and the pub-
lic exhibition of it neither excites any mask of disap.
probation from e audicnce, nor dunimishes the num.
ber of pupils who crowd for admission at the next
cuvolment.  On the contrary, cvery voom in the new
buildings is wready filled; and there are above 200
petitions for admission, which cannot be granted,
‘The manber, howaver, which s actually on the roll,
is nearly 8005« number which, your Committee doubt
uut, Yo will considur as svilicient for the superinten.
dence wiich can be cacresad under one roof. Al of
thuse children of the heathien are dadly teained in the
weading of the Word of Gad, and in excreises which
iusure their full understanding of its import,  In ad
of this—ithe highest and holiest teaching which they
can reeeive, bhiesal, we have reason for hoping,
many of them, to a thorough change of mind and
heart—all of them have the advantage of a training in
Ewopean science, which cntircly deggroys the influ-
ence of the native superstition.  The docirines of Ea.
rapean science are utterly irreconcileable with the f.
Lles of Hindoo mythology. Defore the light of the
ane, the shadows of the other must necessarily fade,
and thes, even inthose who may have resisted the di-
reet mfluence of what is Christian in their teaching,
is there introduced into the mind an clement in which
the falles of the native creed find itutterly impossible
to vetain their power.  Frawd and force may alike be
sployed by the lindoo parent, to destroy in his
ehildren the effects of what was dircetly Clrsistian in
their cducation.  DBut here is an clement, of whose
power he is uncouscious, agaiust whose impression lie
sceks no safeguard; yet which is of iucalculable
power for the pulling down of strongholds, and for
the preparing of the millions of India for the utter
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subversion of their idolatrous creed.  How mightily
this vantage ground will be made to avail for the
future preaching of the Guspel throughout that vast
empire, must be matter of prayerful and rejoicing an-
ticipation to every mind which loves the growth of
Messiah's kingdom ; for this clement is one, of which
the influences are every day diffusing themselves, un-
suspected and triumphant.  Even frum distant provin-
ces, the demand is rapudly increasing for teachers who
have been trained in your seminary.  The experience
of the past hath given little ground for fearing that
guch teachers will thamsclves negleet, or will Le cun-
trolled in exercising the dircctly Christian instruction
which they had been occcustomed to associate with
every literary or scientific attainment.  But even al-
though it should be so in some of their number, there
remains, as inscparable from the instruction which
they bestow, this tendency to awaken inquiry, to ban-
ish delusion, and, so far as the utter destruction of cr-
yor and rooted prejudice can avail, to prepare the na-
tive mind, under the providence and the grace of God,
for the enlightened and dispassionate reception of the
truth as it is in Christ.

«IL. Bombay.—Thc accounts which your Commit-
tee have received from both the branches of your es-
tablishment at Bombay, continue to shew the devoted
zeal of Dr. Wilson and Mr. Mitchell.  Mr. Nesbitt’s
health is so feeble as to oblige him frequently to absent
himself from Bombay, and very much to limit his ex-
ertions while he is there—highly qualified as he is
otherwise for his work, and inost thoroughly anxious
for its advancement.  Your Committee have great
satisfaction, therefore, in stating, that they have secured
for this station the sexvices of Mr. John Mitchell, a
gentleman who scems to than incvery respect admi-
rably fitted for missionary labour; and who will,they
trust, be ready <0 sail for Bombay before the close of
the present scason.  Your Committee are quile aware
of the desirablencss of having another labourer at
Poonaalso; and they will cavefully keep this object
in vicw, when the state of their funds is such as to
Justify this cxtension of your undertaking.

*The seminaries at Dombay and Poona are con-
ducted upon the same plan as that at Caleutta; and
arc alrcady rivalling at, both in the number and pro-
gress of the pupils. At Dombay alonc—mthe En-
ghsh and nauve schools combimed—there are above
1000 Indian chifdren enjoying the benefits of Chris-
tian cducation. Nothisg can he more satsfactory
than the reports wihich hinve been transnutied to your
Commuttee of the public exanmnation of these sea-
naries.  So rapudly are they growing w favour, that
in Bombay, as well asin Caloutta, it Lias become ne-
cessary to crect buildings for their use.  Two-fifths
of the cost will be defrayed by subscriptions mt Bom-
bay; butthe remaining three-fifths bring upon yow
funds a burden of notless than £3000.

¢ But the most striking feature in this year's inte)-

i

ligence from Dombay is, that there the first step has
bren taken for putting in motivn the mighty engine of
Nutne Teachmng ! Wilhan Chiapman—a nauve of
the south of Linlia, of distaut Eurepean descent on
the father’s side, and  of pure native descent on the
wmother’s, trained under Dr. Wilson's care, and by him
cucvuraged 1 sclf-derotion to the Christian ministry,
has, aficr full exauunauun, bren antlvnzad by the
Presbytery at Bombay to eaeresse the office of a nus-
sionary catechist.  This is an office which the Pres-
Lytery have wistly assignud, fur at least one year, to
every candudate for heense to preach the Gospel. No
better test could have been sciected of steadiness and
probable cfficiency.  Indeed, the whole of the sugges-
tions made by the Presbytary upon the subject of na-
tive teaching, as cuibudied in the misute, appear to
your Coinmittee to be characterized by great extent
aud soundness of vicw.  The lugh standard of quak-
fication which the Presbytery feel themselves entitled
to propose, must be matter of thaukfuluess to all who,
estimating anght the ministerial office, desire to see it
intrusted only to those whose personal respectability
mpy conmnand avtention to their teaching.

«I11. Afadras—The youngest branch of your Indian
establishment is alredy giving unequivecal proofs of
a resemblance to the  other sister mstitutions,  The
Rev. Mr. Auderson, your missionary at - Madras—of
whose arrival your Committee had not heard when
they reported to you last year—reached that stuionin
the end of February. e entered hmmediately with
cnergy and devotedness upon the dutics of his office.
Stengthened Ly the support of the Rev. Matthew
Bowic, and of the other numerous and iufluential
frends of the Church of Scotland at Madras, Mr.
Anderson has been most cminently successful.  His
cxertions have been somewhat interrupted by bodily
indisposition.  But your Committee trust that this i3
only the temporary efivet of change of climate; and
that his recorery, of which lus lust lctters announce
the commencemcent, is, in  Divine mercy, completed
long cre now,

# Your Committee have been waited upon by a de-
putation from a Jssinary Society in Glasgow,
which, in conseqaence of a recent change of its con-
staution, is now fuanded upon an adlerence to the
pranciples of the Chirch of Scuthaid. It is designa-
ted * The Glasguw Misswaary Souiety” adhiering to the
Priciples of the Church of Scatland, aud the scene
of stsforcign operatiaas 1s i Cafliaria. Your Come-
atice cheush every fuding of good-vill to thus So-
cidty, and trust that as Lbours may be abundamly
successful.  They entertain a liope that 2 time may
soon come, when a closer rclation may be formed be-
tween the Socicty and your Conumittee.

“ Your Commiittce beg leave to subjoin a state of
theiv funds.  These have been materially benefited
by Dr. Dufi"s visits to various parts of the country,



and to his powerful advocacy of the cause, which fills
g whole heart,  In such undertakings, indced, your
Committee fear that Ins zcal has gone beyond ius
strength. Buta thorough exanunation of Ins health,
which has lately been made with the view of ascer-
taimng whether he might return to Indsa dwing the
Ppresent scason—though 1t haus shown the mpossibiliy
of yiclding to lus carnest wishes on thus head, and
the necessity of lus spending some time in undis-
turbed quict—has only strengihened your Commuttee's
hope, that his reccovery wull, under the blessing of
God, prove thorough and permanent.”

{The Rev. Doctor here stated that .Dr. Duff was
not affected by any new allment. It had beeonie, he
said, more necessary to inquire into lus case, aud when
we say, as the result of this anquiry, that under God's
providence he will be fully sestored to us, we are sta-
ting not a randvm lwpe of our own, but a hope the
result of a constant and confidenual correspoudence
with his medical adviscr, who, frum hus  great know-
ledge of the nature of Indian discase, givesus every
confidence in kis opinion, aml thus we have just Lope
of the restoration of Dr. Duff’ to the great cause to
which he has devoted his whole heart and soul.

“From accidental circumstances, the annual con-
tribution in London is rather smaller than it was last
year, yet it amounts to no less than £3507 11s. 11d.
The zcal of the Preshytery in your causc is unaba-
ted; and their anticipations are very cheering.

“When the extent is considered of the obligations
under which your Committee have alveady come, and
the strong expediency which demands an jucrease in
the number of your Missionacies, they trust that you
will wamly recommend the  mterests of this great
work to the bounty and the praycers of the puople of
Scotland.”

CoMparaTtveE VIEW of the Income of the Geucral
Assembly’s Porcign Misssons, as al 20th DMay,

1838 :—

Amount of Receipts from 31st July,
1836, 10 20th May, 1537,

Do., from 31st July, 1837, to 2Mh

£39% 0 11

May, 1838, 4059 18 9}
Increase, £99 17 3

Dr., Dexcax rose to move that the veport they had
just heard read be recavad and approved of. It was
impossible for any mumber of that House to hear the
pragress which had been made m this great canse
without deep emotion and thankfuluess. e felt that
a peculiar and personal neeessiy lay on limself to
come forward on this occasion and express lus fechngs.
It was known that when tus sclicme was first antro-
duced to the notice of the Assembly in 1524, he hiad
felt st lus duty to uppose, not the principle of a mis-

RECCLRSIASTICAL INTHLLIGENCE,

sion to Indin, but the manner-in which it was brought
forward, and theplan so far as it was then developed.
Thecmment individual who proposed it appeared to
liold the opmion, that before the Gospel could be suce.
cessfully propagated, it was necessary to expand the
mind by human seience, and his plan scemed to be, to
erect a magmnficent college, in which the principles of
philosophy, and not Chustianity, should be taught ;
no doubt withan ultimate view to the conversion of
the Iindoos to the Christian faith.  Now he had read
the Justory of the Church of Christ very differcatly,
Fromthe carliest times of our holy faith, it appeared
to him that one great feature of Christian history was
that the Gouspel was preached to the poor—thatae first
took hold of the nuddle and lower ranks of society,
and then rose through its various grades to the haghest,
whence st was reflected back again over the whole
commumty. Tlus had been the process which the
1oly Spint had umfurmly exhibited 1n his operauons
in the conversion of the heathen; and in opposition
to the oprmon held by Dr. Inghs, he had contended,
that morder to civahize we must first Christianize the
dark places of the earth.  Tlus had been his cause of
seatousy. ke was afraid lest the spinit of the Gospel
should be forgotten in the sccular magnificence of the
contenzplated scheme.  He now frecly confessed that
tius fears had long been dissipated.  From the very
first the nusston had been conducted i a Chinsuan
spiraty, and the evils which he apprchended had been
altogetheravouded.  He could not pay too high atri.
bute to the memory of that emmmentman by whomthe
scheme had been intreduced and matured.  The plan
oniginated in o desire of domng good. Asthe vicws
of the projector expanded, he saw morc and more
clearly the great Christian primeiples on which it ought
to be conducted.  Charity, 1t has been truly saud, 15
twice blessed—blessed to the recciver, and blessed also
to the giver.  Itas reflected back on the giver in the
most gewal influences. It is more blessed to give
thau to receive.”  “This is peculiarly true in Christian
abjects, beeause the blessing of IHeaven is there; and
hie doubted not that the labour of love was blessed to
the lamented imdividual in question, in preparing lum
for that place to which he hias been translated, where
love glows 1n every heart and animates every action.
But the Assambly was peculinly favoured in the
agemt whom the providence of God raised up and en.
dowed wiatle the ravest qualifications for carrying this
scheme of Christian benevolence into eficct.  With
the veal of an Apostle, Dr. Duff’ possessed the en-
hghtened mind of a plulosopher.  To deep Chrstian
primeple, he juined astrong and cultivated understand-
ing.  Bothof these qualifications were necessary for
accomplishing Jlus arduous task. Without the one,
the schicme would have been scculanzed ; wathout the
other, hic would have Leen unable to cope with the
subitle genius of those whom 1t was his object to con-
vert.  Tudi was peculiarly situated, and difficultics of
uo commion ature had o be cncountered.  Before

success could crowa the labours of our Missionary,
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he had to break what was called the goliden chain of
Caste. ‘This extraordinary system was founded deep
in the religion of the natives, and affected alt the rela-
tions of life. But this was not all, The Hindoo
was acute and argumentative. Ilc delighted in the
excreise of his ingenuity, and he required to be met
with equal acuteness, and 10 be fought with his own
weapons. This the Assembly well knew Dr. Duff
was eminently qualified to perform.  Another quality
of Hindooism was, that this superstition enters not
merely into the common relations of life, but into their
history, their philosophy, their literature—all their feel-
ings, their actions,and their views, are artfully bound
up in this one principle. It coerces the mind and ab-
sotbs the faculties; but this very circumstance afford-
ed an opening to an enlightencd Christian Missionary

He who is versed in European learning and science
knew how to assail the very foundations of ITindooism,
Ly assailing the fucts, or rather the palpable errors on
whichitisfounded. Ho could show to demonstration
that their history, their philosophy, their literature,
were utterly false and frivolous; and thus, as theit
minds gradually opened to the truth on these suhjects,
their religious creed, before they were aware, was
wrested from them. This had been admirably illus-
trated in this place on former occasions by Dr. Duff)
and it was unnecessary to dwellon it, e (Dr. Dun-
can) mentioned it now, mercly to show that such a
man as our first Missionary was required for the situ-
ation to which the Great Head of the Church had
rased him; and then all these rare qualitics required,
above all, to be sanctificd by religious principle. There
were elements at work sufficient to secularize a com-
monmind. Among these was the very position of the
Indian government, which was at last disposed to
give facilities to his Christian enterprise.  An ordina-
1y mind might have beenseduced by the worldly pros-
pects and views which were thus presented to it.  Not
50 Dr. Duff. Heheld on inthe eventenor of his way
looking only to the one glorious object hie had in view
—the salvation of immortal souls, perishing for lack
of knowledge. And now sce the fruit of his Chris-
tian labours—all the barriers which opposed his pro-
gress had been successfully assailed.  ‘Ihe Scottish
Mission had been placed on a remarkable vantage
ground, acknowledged even by its cnemics. Thecf
feet of European instruction was such that we were
confidently assured that in a few years the capital of
India will no longer be Hindoo, and in a few years
Jonger, perhaps, but not less certainly under the con-
tinued enlightening opcration of our Mission, it must
become Christian.  But our tadk was not yct accom-
Plished ; it was but beginning. There was every-
thing indeed to cncourage us.  Ileaven was smiling
onour Jabours; and if we werc hot wanting to our-
stlves, we could not but succeed. [ The Rev. Doctor
here referred to the Report, and noticed some particu.
lars which had especially strack his own mind in
hearing it vead. Me then praceeded ] One thing
more he must notice before he concluded, and that was
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the nceount contained in the repart of the youngest of
our Estalblishiments~—the station at Madras. Mr.
Auderson, the missionary, who arrived at that station
so late as the end of February last year, had already
effected much; and he was not surprised to hear it.
He was personally acquainted with that excellent indi-
vidual, Ilec knew him to be a man of God, devoted
to the cause of the Cross, who was resolved to spend
and be spent in the service of his Divine Master.
His talents were not less eminent than his zeal, and
if it should please Providence, who so eminently en-
dowed him, tc spare his life, he could not but antici-
pate that his sabours in the great cause to which he
had devoted himsclf would not be inferior to those of
Dr. Duff himsel, whom in many qualifications he re~
sembled  Before sitting down, he must not forget to
wam the house, that amidst the multiplicity and mag-
nitude of the ohjects before them, there was dangerlest
this great object might not mect with the attention
which it deserved, and the high place in their affec.
tions and patronage which it so urgently demanded.
They had, by the providence of God, been this year
deprived of the irresistible eloquence of theeminent in-
dividual who had on former ycars awalened their
sympathies and animated them to active exertion,
Lect not his absence cool them in the prosccution of an
object of such unspeakable importance! Let them re-
member why he was absent—that his health had br
ken down, for o time,under his unwearied and jnval
unble exertions in this great cause.  But, above all,
let them remember the nature of the claim which India
has on their Christian sympathics, and the amazing
ficld which Providence has opened up in that interest-
irg quarter, which may be said, in the plan at least
which has been adopted, to he exclusively their own,
As a great Protestant Chureh they had taken the lead
in Missionary labours  All the schemes were emi-
nently worthy of support—some of them, perhaps,
more nearly touched their affections, being more inti-
mately conmected with the spiritual  interests of our
own countrymen; but let them beware lest the very
ncaracss of these ohjects should deccive their vision,
and give to them an undue magnitude.  India has
paramount claims on the inhabitants of Britain, both
in what we have achieved in our conquests, and what
we have neglected in its moral renovation.  Let us
not forget that the providence of God has thrown so
many millions of heathens under our temporal do-
minion, and thus laid us as a Christian country under
such a fearful responsibility as to their spiritual wel-
fare. The Rev Doctar concluded by moving thatthe
Report be received and approved of.

Mr. Coor of Laurencekirk rose to express the high
gratification he folt at the 1apid advancement of their
scheme of instruction in India.  He trusted he would
be aliowed to bear testimony, similar to that borne by
the Rev Gentleman who  had just sat down, to Dr.
Dufl, Mr. M'Kay, and Mr. M’Ewan, all of whom he
Knew intimately.  ‘T'hey Iad prosccuted their studies
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at the same University with him (Mr. C.,;) and, hng,
each and all'of them, acquiired high distinction in their
studies, and in nothing more than in theié un-
blesitished character, the \mdc\mzmv -correétness of
thélr eondiict, their enger and anxious pnrsuu after
‘Knowledge aiid trithin every department of science,
literatiire, and theology. It was a iattér of -deép
regret that they did ot enjoy this day tlie présence of
unmdmdual oneof those faithful and devoted min-
Mrs, \vho havéon several late occasnonsbccn permltted
advoeate the cause of edueation in Indin; but in
tlul dluppomtment they had an apportunity of show-
‘ing that their z¢iil in the cause did not depend on ac-
cidental cwcummnces, but that havig Begun this
lngh ‘and holy worlk, they had resolved with all their
.énergiés 10 carry it on,in the faith and liope that it
‘would ultimately triumph. Thej could not but- be
decply concerned to lmow—-they could not but re.
jom that in India there was an abundant harvest
to feap. [Inthe exercise of that sound mind which
the Church must apply in the service of its Mas.
tcf, it had-béen in forimer years declaved - that this
wasa scheme in which success, under the blessing of

God tmght be expeeud The Church had lw'\m thel
votk and it \vould not and could not abxmdon it. I}

had - spent time, and. labour, and means;. and if it
uopped now, these would all bLe sacnﬁced and it
would leave thoss whose instriction they had com-
meneed, whose eyes tlncy had begunto open, in their
misery and: superstition.  He nccd make no remarks
on this- subjeet, for the Church would not abandon thé
cause which. was g\onously progressing ;- but. there
was & way of -supporting, hie begged to observe, with-
out mmrmg itd success.  If they. were to support the
scherhe, it must bé by means; aiid the Report showed
that funds were necessary for carrying it on with effi
ciency: They were not to complain of parishés which
coutributed but seldom ; but it wis required that those
who gavé should give cheerfully. It was proper: to
eall on the Chiurch ot mercly to continue her nominal
luppo:t, but. to use her utmost efforts. {0 increase the
means, wkich, it must be gmtxfymw to all; had. in-
creased dunno the past year. Ffom one ollncr circum-
stance it was constituting a stiong élain to their. sup-
-port—he meant thé success whiéh had alfeady aitend-
ed the schemé. They had béen highly. favoured.in the
‘instrament which Divine Providence had furnished to
them for carTying. it out.  ‘Thé testiony borne by tlic
Rév. Doctor who 'had préceded him was alific hon:
ourable to himiclf, and o the-great men who had lnid
the foundation of the schemc—Dr Inglis and Dr. Duff.
In alliance With these men let it not be forgotten, th:u
there had been found in one of .the ministers of - their
Chmh & zealous co-operator, whose Tabours in- the
cause hive heen unwearied and inyaluable=he meant
Dr. Bryce, one of the members of this House—to
whoee labours in the cause Dr. Duff had borne
ample wu:mony ‘What now remained for the Church
10 do, was, having begun - the good wark, t0- go on.

Let them say that tbcy firmly adhicred to those .well-
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founded principles which guided the -exertions of the
‘Mission. 'I‘hcy had heaid from Dr. Duff how ne. -
cessary it was for prcachers to speak the native tongue.
~—the langtiage of the country, and now they saw liow
far this was udvantnf'cous. They had. the institution
of & Presl)ytcrml body.in Bombay, who were zealous.
ly engaged in contributing to this great end: 1In a
feiw years, if the sclieme wént on as it now promised,
the Church might have the happiness of seeing, throu"h
hed menns, the sending forth of native prcachcrs of
the Gospel-—of secing-a Clmstxan Church founded in-
the Jand. of . :dolatry and superstition, and éountless
multitudes rearcd and living tnder its blessings,
(Hear, hear) The Assembly could have no. llesml
tion in. continuing. under- the miahagement of:their
scheme those undef whose du'ccuon it hod leen s
long placed ; and they would also agree with hini in
another motion, in addition to that of the Reveresd
Doctor who preceded him, and which he (Mr. C)
most cordially seconded, that the thanks of the Assen.
bly should be tendered to the Committee, and espe-
cially to the Convener, whose labours in the cause had
been so unceasing,

Dr. Bayce rose to second the motion of thanks to
the Convener made by Mr. Cook, and said he should
not feel :that he was discharging his duty to those
whom _he - represented, if ke could pertit himself to
remain silenit afler the flattering. Ropon which had
been read.  Having witnessed thc origin, and waich
ed over the growth of thie institution now tlie subject of
dnscusslon, he could not avoid expressing the gratifica-
tion whicl he felt at the Report which had bccn laid
before the Flouse, The Rev Gentleman who opened
the discussion had made a confession on his part~he. -
too, (Dr. B.) had ‘s confession to make. He corifees-
ed that when he went out thé fiest ministér of the
Scottish Chuirch to India, and had his views directed
to.the possxbxluy of labouring among the natives,amd
Leyond the pale of his own countrymen there, he cer-
tainly did feel that such an. attempt would be vain—
thit the attémpt to convert the Hindoos. would be 2.
Iabour lost, and_that-any institution to which he could
give his countenance - might theteby be injured. A
Véry fow years' resxdcncc in that L country. taught him,
that however little lind been the success of former at-
tempts, want of suceess was not owing to the preju-
dice of the Hindoos, but rathier to the preJudlcc of the
Christians of that country. A chnn"c, however, had
taken place in the foclings and sentiments of the Brit
ish inhabitants of India, In-the wise dispensations
of Providence, tl'e desire of acquiring w vealth in that
country had ceased to be the ruling passion that it
once was;. the desire for conquest lmd ceased, anl
fow & grenter regard prevailed among t\m\ tlnss Sor
the propagation of Christianity ; they-were beginning
to'be mspu'cd with - different feelings; -and. delighted
ini the rising spirc of the temple of God, -and in the
checring sound of the church-gomg bell. Such an
mlcrcsl.lmd Deen crented of this nature among Bnluh
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subjects in India, that there was not "a station, however
small or remote, in which there werde not  schemes go-
g forward for the exiension of religious influences
\fough the community. The monolony of a pro-
vincial life in India, from which telief was once usu-
lly sought in the amuseménts of a-mess-room, were
now rehcvcd by pursuits of a graver kind:  ‘The time
‘which was wont to be idly wasted, was now spent 1
amanner more becoming Clmsuans and p]nlamhro~
"pms. Their ¢ countrymen weré exerting themselves-in
crery tiu'\rter' and".to that exertion they h.ld bccn
grewtly stimulated by the: success- of the Asscmbly S
mstitution in the capital of India.  Never. was 2 couns
try placed 1 @ proiider position—ncverwas a Church
slaced in a. prouder situation than were this country
and this Church at the present moment,  The means

of spreading the Gospel was placed ‘more within thc
reach of this. Church than' ever. Let not her exer-
tions be relaxed or enfecbled Ly any fears or apprehien-
" sions as to want of success. If they persivered as
they had done, they would reap the great harvest|,
which they had in.view.—The motion was agreed to.

The Mobegaror, addresshig the Reverend Dotior,
- wid—Dr. Brunton—Permit -me to. say, that the ac-
koowledgements of the Assembly s graulude 10 you,
.8Sir, for ch scrvices which you render to out beluved
Clmrch in Jour highly important duly as Couvener of
the Committde on the Mission for extending the Gos-
pel in. India, are acknowledgments wluch belong
wholly to you, Your fcllow-won kersin the Commu-
‘tee, no doubt, share in your deliberations, in your
anxictics, .and ihv your labours; but siill §ti5 on
)uuraell, as their Com'cner, lhat. the -gréat wcwhl
ofall is resting, and’ it is by your own unceasing
care and c\ulwn that the corresponde ice Wiih
our )l)l\Sl(illal‘leb is: cdrllcd on, plans are )n'!lu.ul
tor -consideration, and the practical results are
~ broughiout. Asamember of that Commiitice, and
a wilness, therefore, of what you do, and of your man-
. ber of doing ity and when called' upon . 1o offer you
the acknowledgments of this IIousc, Imay iurcly be
allowed io mix with these acknowledgments my testi-
mony—an humbie ote indecd from such an individu-
" alasI am-—yet clear and distinet. I have now fully
before my mind what I have witnessed;; your serious
and deép rcﬂcclion on (.vcrylhm" \vhu.h you e calle
T ed by your oﬂicnal diity. tobring before us; your sug-
gestions so matured and so judlclously fmmcd as al-
" most umfonnlyl.ocommand the instant assent of your
Committce; the Christian wisdomand aflection of the
‘ .Idler:s ulud‘ Jou preparein gitréorrespondence wich
ir wissivnaries and the whole of that blandnc%,wm-
bined wich fitinness, which characterizes every puition
»r your mode of cunducting the high wrast commined
+ nto your handa. Nor can I Ac[ram in atenng these
ad l.nu\\lcd smenis io you, Sir, from advertin 3 v tiae
meelings ol’ var Cominiitee fur which you prepare the
* business, and 1 scize the oppurtuniiy of telling this
therlblc Coun that these: nietings for advancm"
the cause of our. Redeemer, are all so many meclings
of brethei, who arc united in heart, and manifesting
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the spirit of that prayer of love forsoulswhich opens
all their deliberations;. and in- telling lhis, Imust be
permitted 1 add, that while the unanimity which pre-
vails is first of all to be traced 1o thé Spirit, whose
work is peace, as well as nghteousness, nosmall por-
tion of it js to be ascribed as the means in his hand, io
yourself, jor the wisdom, and judiciousness, and cour-
tewy, wih which you dxccbar"e yourdily. Likewise,
in offering these ‘grateful acynowledvments to you,
Sir, for yoixr services, it isnot possible but that there
should be sugzested to otir minds some farther cause
for cubrratulation and thaiiklulness in the hearts of
all; fur the encouraging circumstances of our present
posivion, The Church of Scotland has now fesumed
her place among the missivnary associations of Chris-
tendom—ihe very. place which she held a century ago
whea the celcbrated Brainerd laboured as her herald
of the glad tilings among the .American  Indians;.
and surdy iiis a farther reason of encouragement to
our Cuurch, that she wasdirected, under the guidance
of. Christ, to; send out as her ﬁrst missionary in her
rew vork of lo‘ ¢, amat whose piety and irdour are
cqual 1o those of Brainerd; and whose talents, and ge-
nius; and cloquencc, ife not surpassed by those of any
who ever was the herald of the glad tidingsio the hea-
then. And surély we have cause for congratulalion
and thanklulness, that, under the a"ency of Dr. Duff,.
thework in Indna was so well laid, and so effectively:
begun, thai, eveir i -his absence frcm the ‘beloved
seeie ot kistoils, it is still rising, morith after month;
iuto greater prospetity, and with still richer promis'e';
and surely; when all the urcumslancea detailed in
your. excellent Report are considered, we may well
bless God, take higher cncouragement, and persevere
in this umobhn" aml hallowed dcsn"n. Sutely in our
desire for the \vc]mre of our Zion, we may well re-
ceive allthis asan additiondl reason of increased at-
tachinent to a Church that is thus \'ngorously and
wisely presceuting ilie.work of Chirist, and as a token
furgoud from the King of Zion, that 11e will hot léave.
hiera prey 1o the untoward éausés ot the ‘perverse
men that may now. be 1hrcalcmn° her destmeuon.
The safety. and pro<pcmy of our Church are insepa-
table from zeal and exenion for the: converaion and
salvation of theheathen.. Xi is the command of Christ.
tothe Chutch, that she goforth and preach the Gospet
tocvery creature. Tiis the object of that perpetual
pr'\) er .which she oﬂ'crs-—“Thy kingdom come.” It is
'-’nmg,morc especially in our schcme for evangeh-
zing India, -the -ouly solwion to that wondrous fact,
um mysterious arrangement, by which Providence
placed so many iniifions of men under the power of
such a speck on the surface of the globe as our island
is. Under tiese views and i impressions, i beg leave
W fewin you, as. Convener of the: Committee, and
thore Who are assuciaved with you, the thanks of this
Veneiable A\scmblj surall your jabours oflove. And
Sis, luuc i> a silyect on which, knowing as ¥ do your
teart, I desiré tu touch with a genile and delicaie
hand. DBut I cainiot refrain from alluding to one of
your dearest c.arthly fricnds, who projected thescheme

which you arc honoured, as his successor in the Con-
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venership, to help forward, and for doing so, now to
reccive the unanimous acknowledgments of your
Church, And while I am thoroughly persuaded that
the love of Christ, and zeal for his honour, are the
great motives by which you are actuated, yet with
these sentiments, it is not a thing at all at variance,
thatin carrying on even this great work, there nay
mingle with them other sentiments, that have an
association with dear carthly interests. 1t is most in.
teresting to sce and feel how beawtifully all good and
holy sentiments ot the heart are found to harmonize.
And you, Sir, canunot but feel a sacred delight at the
thought, that, in doing what you do, you are following
out a design, which may almust be named a dying be-
qust to the Church, from that man, your bosom-
friezd, whose voice first pleaded in this Assembly the
causc ol the perishing Hindoos. Your zeal for the
cause uni‘es with soleman yet delightful remembrances
of your ncble-minded friend. But still it is love to
the Saviour that forms the constraining motive to eve-
ry such work as this—it is his Spirit alone whose
blessing is to render it successful—and whatever be
the honourable testimony to your faithfulness that is
borne to you by your brcthren in the Church, the chicf
of honours is to be associated with Christ in the work
of evangelizing the world—is having some share in
forwarding the coming on of the latter day, when
myriads in cvery land shall bow the kncee unto Jesus,
and call him blessed.

POETRY.

—

CORONATION HYMN.
BY WILLIAM LAING, UNDERGRADUATE OF CHRIST'S
COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE,
Bow thine car, O God, and hear us,
‘While we pray in holy micn;
‘With thy favour now be near us;
And for ever save our Queen. .

Shed thy choicest blessings on her 3

From reproach her sceptre sereen 228, 2d col.2d lin.c, afterattributes, insert —.
High exalt her throne with honour; 230, 1st col. 18 lines from bottom, for these, read]
And for cver save our Queen, those.
20, 2d col. 9thline, for one man read some men.
Guard her crown from ¢very danger, 232, 2d col. 2d dine, forbut, read that.

And from cvery foe unseen;
Shield her from each hostile stranger;
Aud for ever save our Queen.

Light her sout with joy and gladness,
As thy saints have always been:

From her palace banish sadness;
And for ever save our Queen.,

Your thy Spirit o’cr our nation;
Fill our land with peace serenc;

Frecly grant us thy valvation;
And for ever save our Queen.

POETRY.

God the Father, Son, and Spirit,
Asof old hath ever been,

Thine be glory, power, and merit ;
Thou alone canst save our Queen !

THE CALL OF SAMUEL.—1 Sam. 1,
In Israel’s fane, by silent night,
The lanp of God was burning bright;
And there by viewless angels kept,
Samuel the child serenely slept,

A voice unknown the stillness broke,

‘ Samuel " it call'd, and thrice it spoke ;
Ile rose—he ask'd, whence came the word 3
FromEli 7 no;—it was the Logp.

‘Thus early call'd to serve his God,

In paths of righteousness he trod ;

Prophetic vision fir'd his breast,

And all the chosen tribes were blest,
Cawoon,

ERRATA.

The first cight pages of this number having been
struck off without baving undergone revision,
the reader is requested to correct the following
ExraTA :—

Page 225,10 lines from the bottom, two letiers drop-
ped out, read ¢ character as a moral agent.”

Page 226, 2d col. 27th line from the top, for Chris,
read Christianity. '

~——2d col. 4th line from bottom, for transforming,
read transferring.

2217, 1stcol. 10ih line, for any, read every.

—— 2d col. Ist line, for revelations, read revelation,

—— 2d col. 25th line, for truth, read nature.

—2d line from the bottom, dele — (“‘for
know,” &e.)

There arc obscuritiesarising from the punctuatio
in scveral passages, which the intelligent reader wi
he able easily to remove,




