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THE CHURCH IN CANADA.

NEXT MEETING OF SYNOD.

“ Tha Synod appointed their next Meet-
ing to be held in St. Andrew’s Church, in
the City of Montreal, on the Second Wed-
nesday in July, 1848, at Seven o’clock, P,

J—Eztract from Minutes of 1847,

The time appointed for the Meeting o
8ynod is fast approaching ; and it is hoped
that all,who have business to bring forward,
will be prepared in time. Itis very desira-
ble that there should be a full attendance
of both Ministers and Elders: and it
should be borne in mind that liberal con-
tributions to the Synod Fund, and to the
Synod’s French Mission Fund, are expected
to be forwarded by every Congregation,——
Communicated.

-

PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON.

Since tho writing of the notice in last

‘ Presbyterian,” there have been two
meetings of the Presbytery of Hamilton.
A¢ the former of these, which was held at
Hamilton, the principal matter of putic
interest was tha reception of a call from
Goderich in favour of the Rev. Alexander
McKid, signed by about eighty persons.
All the necessary steps having been taken,
the Presbytery et at Goderich on Wed-
nesday the 14th June, aund inducted Mr.
MecKid to the charge of the Congregation
there in connection with~the Church of
Scotland. Mr. Bell, of Stratford, preach-
ed a very able sermon on the oceasion from
Matthew xx. 6, “ Why stand ye here all
_the dvyidle” ?; and the remaining services
were conducted by Mr. Bell, of Dundas.

At the conclusion Mr. MeKid received a
very hearty welcome from the Congrega-
tion.

There is a large Congregation at God-
erich, and their new Church, which is al-
most entirely finished, is large and commo-
dious and very handsomely fitted up.

The journey was a long and very toil-
some one to the Ministers who attended,
but this was amply made up for by wit-
nessing the deep interest taken by the
Congregation in the advancement of the
good cause, by the attention and kind-
ness they experienced, as well as by the
satisfaction afforded by the sight of the
beautiful and interesting scenery around
the thriving town of Goderich, where the
sun sets in the blue waters of the Hur](;n.

. A. B.

CORRESPONDENCE.

[The Conductors of  The Presbyterian> do not
hold themselves responsible for the opinions ex-
pressed in the communications that may, from
time to time, appear under this head.]

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.
LerTEr I,

detween Temporalities and Spirit-
~-~  uolities.

TO THE EDITOR OF THPR BREDFI'T:ZIRAN.

Sin,—The object of my present letter
is to draw attention to the intimate and
influential connexion which exists between
the Financial system,—the method of man-
aging the money matters of any form of
Church Government, any organization of
Christians into a body, and its efficiency
for accomplishing the great ends of all
Church forms, all Christian organizations
or fellowships. The great end of all Eccle-
siastical organization,—of all Church union,
is the maintaining and promoting of the

Connection
-

cause of truc religion in the Church, or
Fellowship,and extending it in the world ;—
the building up of God’s Spiritual Temple,
the perfecting of the Saints, the work of
the Ministry, the edifying of the Body of
Christ. With this object individuals unite
in Congregations, Congregations unite as
Churches.  With this object Preachers
and Teachers, Elders and Deacons, and
every other order of Office-bearers, are set
apart in them. This is the great end of
Missionary Societies, Sabbath Schools,
Prayer Meetings, and in general of the
dispensation and observance of all religious
ordinances, of Sabbaths and Sacraments,
of Preaching and Praying, of Church dis-
cipline, and mutual exhortation : and it will
be found, that in all times and places there
has existed an intimate connexion be-
tween the success of each and all of these
means, and the liberality and penuriousness
with which the things of this world have
been contributed to aid the great spiritual
work, and the wisdom or folly with which
they have been disiribnted and applied.
Yet there is a very prevalent feeling that
the cause of true genuine spiritial religion
can never very greatly depend upon such
a thing as méney or money’s worth. It
may perhaps seem strange that the ad:
vancement of that great Spiritual Kingdom
of Christ in the hearts of men, the plan of
which was formed from all etémnity in the
depths of the Divine Coiinsel, ‘and to ad-
vance which is the grand aim of God's
government of the world, and 1o seeure
which, all power in Heaven and ofi earth
has been given to the Great Head of the
Church ; it may well seem strange that the
success of such an enterprise should in any
essential manner depend upon money or

the management of money, so seldom con-
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nected in our thoughts with anything holy
or heavenly, sounding altogether of this
earth, and its lowest ambitions and most
sordid pursuits. But the highest and
holiest things of heaven are much more
closely linked with the lowest and meanest
things of earth than many people dream
of. If it were asked for instance, Can old
rags and a black dye have any great part
to perform in the spread of true religion
through the world ? the answer is, Yes, for
of these things are made Printed Bibles,
and from Printed Biblesthe Holy Spirit
often takes of the things of God and
shows them to the souls of men, and with
an instrument, formed from such despised
things, stamps the Divine Image on the
human heart. God hath made nothing in
this world which may not have a connex-
fon with the advancement of his Spiritual
Kingdom ; but the connexion between the
progress of this kingdom and its\money
affairs is not of this vague character, it is
a moral, essential, all pervading connexion.
I say the money affairs of this kingdom,
for, though it be neither meat nor drink,
but righteousness and peace, and joy in
the Holy Ghost, yet it rests on the foun-
dation of meat and drink, and cannot ad-
vance a step without them ; and, when we
speak of money, we speak of it as the rep-
resentative of meat and drink, and all the
bodily wants of man. Is not a body the
very basis of humanity—the foundation
on which our nature is built—on which
it rests and must for ever rest? First the
body was made, and then the spirit breath-
ed into it, as into its everlasting habitation.
¢ The Lord God formed man of the dust of
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, and man became a living
soul.” In the work of Redemption the
body was not overlooked or forgotten more
than the soul. Christ took to Himself a
body, lived in it, ministered to it, and re-
quired thatit should be ministered unto,
died in it, brought it again from the grave,
and by many infallible proofs after His
resurrection convinced bis disciples that
His body was a real body of flesh and blood
ag well as their own. There were many
heretics in the carly ages of the Church
who thought it a degradation of Christ to
suppose, he had taken the nature of Flesh,
and denied the reality of His body, as a dis-
grace to the Christian religion.  The same
spirit still manifests itselt’ in many ways.
These ancient herctics, who despised the
body of Christ, sometimes affected to de-
spise their own, but in words only in most
cases, while in deed they showed them-
selves slaves to its lusts. Many now seem
to think it a disgrace to Ministers to com-
plain of bodily wants and necessities, when
they might just as well thiuk it a dis-
grace for them to have bodies, for they
cannot have bodies -without having wants,
nor can the body suffer through these
wants, and the spirit not suffer along with
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it, nor is it an ecasy matter to suffer and
not complain, What if theso complaints,
disregarded on earth, have entered into the
ears of the God of Sabaoth, and He is an-
swering it by a dearth of Ministers? The
connexion then in the Church between
religion and money is just as close as the
connection between soul and body in
man., The Church can no more subsist
without money than man can without a
body. If a Church in this world can be built
up of spirits without bodies, it may be
built without money, otherwise not. One
simple fact speaks volumes on the subject ;
fxnd let all, who have at heart the maintain-
ing and propagating of true religion in the
world, 'ponder it well, for it is worth think-
ing on. From the earliest ages of the
Christian Church,—from its first dawn in
the times of the Apostles to the present
day, the giving of money or goods has in
some way or other, and for some purpose
or other, been connected with almost all
acts of social worship—with all unions
among Christians. If any one will exam-
ine the early history of the Church with
the express view of ascertaining what con-
nexion- there was between its Financial
system and its Spiritual eondition, he will
perhaps be surprised at the influence both
for good and evil possessed by money and
money’s worth, It is a point well worthy
of a special examination, and, I hope, the
examination of it will be undertaken by
some one who either possesses the neces-
sary information, or has access to it, and
the leisure and discrimination to sift and
weigh it, and the ability to set the result
of his enquiry in a cloar light before the
publie, and influence with the Churches to
induce them to consider it and profit by
it. But, to do much gool, the enquiry
must not be made, with the design of either
supporting or condemning any particular
present arrangement. It must be made,
not in the spirit of a partizan cither of the
Lstablishment or the Voluntary principle.
It is hardly to be expected that any en-
quirer will be found willing to undertake
this task, who has not some pre-existing
prejudice in favour of the one or the other
system, but a man may prefer one way of
providing for the temporal affairs of the
Church without abhorring or even con-
demning every other. Hec may feel that
in every age, and under every system in his
own age, and under his own system as
well as others—that in all times, under all
systems, on all sides mistakes will be com-
mitted and wrongs done and attempted
to be done in this matter, it being the very
one, on which the worldly passions and
interests of all men are sure to be most
warmly exeited—the very point where the
covetousness of the Church Officers, and
the covetousness of the people—of those

iwho are to be supported out of the

Common Fund, and those who are to con-
tribute the funds—will meet and contend.

With such a conviction notwithstand-
ing some partial bias to some parti-
cular system, the cnquiry might be
made with sufficient impartiality to as-
certain what instruction in the way of
warning or example, the past history of
the Church may afford for her present
guidance. One thing, I feel certain, would
come clearly and strongly out, that in every
age and country there has existed a close,
intimate and influential connexion between
the administration of the temporal affairs,
s—the management of the money matters of
the Church and its Spiritual condition.
That whether the influence exerted has
been of a beneficial or a burtful. nature, it
has always existed and always been of a
powerful nature. That, whether the Earth
has helped, or has hindered the Woman, its
ageney, in all her struggles, has ever been
both present and potent. It will be found
that ¢he seeds both of truth and falsehood,
of godliness and ungodliness, of life and of
death, took root and grew, and were

‘nourished in this same soil of earthly things

—that, if it grew tares, and sent up a dark
unwholesome crop of weeds, the wheat also
was nourished of the same, and the harvest
of God, and the harvest of Satan was reap-
ed from the same field, was fed and matur-
ed by the very same aliments. For the
heavenly harvest grows not only in the
same ficld, but makes its increase from the
very same earthly juices, rests on the same
foundation of earthly things, and by the un-
alterable decree of God can reston no other,
—can draw its support from no other than
does the foul harvest of hell. It will be
found, thercfore, that there is not a single
earthly agent or influence employed by the
kingdom of darkness for its advancement,
which is not essential also for the advance-
ment of the kingdom of light, and without
which it cannot be advanced. When I say
not an agency or influence is employed in
the one kingdom, which is not necessaryin
the other, I of course except those agencies
and influences which are peculiar to each.
The kingdom of light, of righteousness,
truth, and holiness, neither uses, nor can
use darkness, falschood, wickedness or
sin, ag direct means for its advancement.
It may turn these devices of its enemies
against themselves, and make the wrath of
man and the malice of Satan redound to
its praise, but it derives no strength nor
nourishnent from evil. It rises in the
midst of all iniquity, but it rises on its
ruins. The good seed is cast forth to grow
amidst all uncleanness, wickedness and sin,
and it takes root and thrives amidst them
all, but it does not thrive by them. It does
not make increase of itself by incorporating
them into its substance, but by drawing
into itself those very things on which its
enemies are fed and supported. There are
things which, as it were, lie in the neutral
or debatable ground between the two
kingdoms, which are now on the side of



the one, now on the side of the other ;—
neutral ! but not inditferent, for they are
in this world essential to both, the very
prize indeed for which the contest between
them is earried on.  For what is it that is
contended for between the kingdom of

good and the kingdom of evil, but whether

man shall be made happy, and God served,

and honoured by the things which he hath ;

made, or whether they shall be turned to
man’s misery and destruction in the service
of sin? Every thing, that God hath made
in this world, is pressed into the service of
sin, whose wages is death. Man serves it

with body and with soul, and with all the |
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had too"much wealth, if they had made a
good use of it, or whether it were more
hurtful to them, or put to a worse use by
them, than by other classes of men; or
whetherriches be more dangerous to the
Clergy than to the ordinary professors
“of religion. The Seriptures speak of them
'as dangerous and deceitful to all men.

But this were a very idle answer, and
Jlittle to the purpose, for 1 do not wish to
-deny that the uncontrolled management of
‘large funds being in the hands of the
; Clergy has been the source of great cor-
jruption in them, and much mischief to the
i Church at large. In this matter History

powers of both, with all the members of ' shows that, according to the view brought

the one, with all the facultics, feelings and

affections of the other, with head and heart,

and hand ; and, as all things in this world

were put under man, he carries them with

him into whatsoever service he enters. It

is the design of the Gospel to turn man |
from the scrvice of sin to the service of
God; and of all that God gave him in the

beginning to leave nothing behind. With

head, and with heart, and with hand, must |
he serve God, even as with these he served
sin, and in coming over to this new service

must bring all his possessions with him,

even his silver and his gold, which are in-

deed but the representatives of the supply

of his material wants.

It 13, therefore, not more certain that
there are gold and silver in the world, and
that they have power in the world and ex-
crcise aninfluence overits affairs,—that they
excrcise any influence at all, than that they
exercise it in the cause of the kingdom of
righteousness, as well as in that of un-
righteousness,—for good a3 well as for
evil. Everyman who has power over money
uses it on the one side or the other, and it
is not more certain that the kingdom of
God is helped on by prayer than that it is
helped on by moncy, though it cannot be
purchased with money.

I hope no one will suppose that what 1
have written above was merely intended to
cstablish the very obvious fact, that money
is in some way or other absolutely neces-
sary to carry on the afiairsof the Church.
What I wished to call attention to was
the vast extent and power of its in-
fluence on these affairs, especially, I wished
to call attention to this fact in connexion
with the support of the Christian Ministry.
The history of all ages of the Church, as
well as the nature of the case, points out
this as the quarter, in which the effects of
any wisdom or folly in the management of
Church funds will be most beneficially or
most banefully manifested. With many,
it is of the nature of an established axiom,
a first principle to be laid down and not
departed from, in any arrangement for the
support of the Ministry, that great wealth
always has been, and always must be, the
ruin of the Clergy. To this, I might
answer, that 1 doubt whether they ever

forward in my last letter, the causes of this
evil are to be found as much in the Body
of the Church at large as in the Clergy.
The supineness and unwillingness of
the Laity then, as now, to undergo
the trouble of collecting the neeessary
funds, and distributing them to every
one as he severally had need, caused this
office, which the Apostles rejected, to be
first thrust upon good Ministers, who bore
it as a burden till in the end it was eager-
ly grasped at as an instrument for securing
wealth and power.  The modern cure for
this ancient evil in the Church will, I fear,
prove little better than the discase. The
remedy now proposed is, that the Laity,
giving themselves as little trouble as possi-
Lle about the temporal aftairs of the Church,
shall only take good care not to spoil the
Clergy through toe much wealth, by keep-
ing it to themselves. But I would just
suggest the question, May not the Minis-
try be injured by too little as well as
by too much? May it not perish of
inanition as well as of surfeiting? May
it not be starved into fecbleness, as
well as pampered into indolence ? When
the People raise the ery ¢ Beware of giving
the Clergy riches,” may not the Clergy
Jjustly raise the counter cry * Beware of
appointing for us poverty ?” The praycr
of Agar— Give me neither poverty nor
riches,” attests that there is danger in the
one condition as well as in the other. Yet
now it is the almost universal cry ¢ Keep
Ministers poor, keep them as dependent as
possible upon the good will of their people
for the supply of their necessities; the whole
hope of their usefulness hangs upon this.”
Such sayings we meet with every where, in
books, in pamphlets, in tracts, in news-
papers, in speeches from the platform, in
private conversations. Every where we
hear that in the early ages under persecut-
ing governors, when Ministers were poor
and persecuted, they were zealous and
pious, faithful, self-denying, and labor-
jous—that all kinds of evils overflowed
the Charch, when peace and wealth came
in with Constantine and the favour of the
Empire. Be this as it may, it is a grand
mistake to suppose that a condition of
poverty and hardship imposed upon the
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Ministry, by the covetousness and careless-
ness of those who profess to be Christians,
can produce the same effects as the pover-
ty and hardships imposed by the open
enemices of Christians with the avowed
design of getting Christianity extinguished.
That there were men who assumed the
office of the Ministry with wicked hearts
and evil designs in the times of persecu-
tion,—indeed from the very beginning, we
know to be true. That there were none
who undertook it as a labour of love for
the gloryof God and the good of man,—
that there were none or even that they
were fewer in numbers under Constantine,
and the ages that followed, than in preced-
ing ages, is much more easily asserted
than proved. Imean to make no assertion
or denial on the one side ortheother, Inthe
times of persceution it is easy to under-
stand how the good Ministers stood for-
ward and were seen of all men, while the
bad slunk back and withdrew out of sight.
Nor is it to me difficultto understand how,
when riches and honours were showered
from high places upon certain offices of the
Christian Ministry, bad men rushed eager-
ly forward to. obtain them with every
outward show of zeal, or learning,
or cloquence, or piety, or whatever in
short was thought available to secure (due)
workdly dignity, and wealth, and power,
—while under the same circumstances
good men cheerfully withdrew to the more
Lumble offices and less public fields of use-
fulness, having their record not on earth
bat .in heaven, seeking the honour,
which cometh not from men, but from God.
It may be difficult for us to discern such
men in the history of such times, -or to
trace the print of their footsteps noiselessly
going about doing good. Their memorial
may have perished from among men, but
I cannot easily persuade myself that the
path of Christianity through all time has
not been, as the path of the just, like the
morning light shining more and more unto
the perfect day. Let us bear in mind that
the light of the present day was transmit-
ted to us through all the confusion of these
dark times.-—That it must have been
through the agency of good men, and espe-
oially of good Ministers, that it was kept
living and handed down from age to age,
and that the blaze of light, which broke
upon the world in the days of Luther,
was but the concentration into one uni-
ted flame of many lights everywhere
throughout the Church glimmering feebly
and apart. It is just as likely as not, that
those ages of the Church, which we are
in the habit of condemning as having done
nothing but corrupt, and betray, and de-
stroy Christianity, may rise up in the day
of judgement and condemn us.  Issuper-
stition a more deadly enemy to religion
than covetousness ?  If superstition is
more of the Devil than covetousness, it
is only because the Devil is a spirit, and
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covolousness i3 of the carth, earthy,
and only rises into tho dovilish when it
takes to jtsclf tho nameo of godiiness, as it
does when it defrauds the Christian Min-
intry of its just dues under the pretence of
n fear of hurting its purity and usefulness.
Rut this pretence is, I beliove, felt to be a
pretence by thoso who make it, and ‘de-
serves no more than a passing notice.
Covetousuess is proverbiaily deaf or very
dull of hearing on one side of the head.
Nusw, if the pavties, who are to give, can
satisfy thewselves that it is enough if they
give when called upon, and that it is no
part of their duty to cnquire for themsclves
and 30 by careful examination ascertain
what ought tobo'given, while those, on whom
the duty js imposed of ascortaining the
waut and demanding the supply, are expect-
1 to fix the amount required at the vory
lowest possiblo sum and make the demand
m the most modest and least obtrusive way
that cam be devised, and in the lowest
possible whisper, how often must it hap-
pen that covetousness will not hear or
will not heed claims so foebly soliciting
its attention. But it is just in this
way {hat the pecuniary concerns of volun-
tary Churchesare treated.  The Minister
«umot urge his own chim very strongly,
uor plead it loudly. If any pious Elder
o: Deacon undertake zcalously the office
of pressing his claims. Instead of being
thanked by ths Congregation for under-
taking this duty, he is regarded ns one
who intermeddles in other people’s matters.
Perhaps he will be told, “The Min-
ister does not complain, and why shonld
vou trouble either usor yourself!” There
i something, 1 fear, radically wrong fo most
viluatary bodies in connefion with this
sibjeet. It is not rogarded as of that im

ptance which belongs to it, nor treated
a2 vital object of their Church union and
ounmunion. Itisleft very much to adjust
iself nsit can, as » matter entirely boiween
Ministers and Cougregations, to be settled
in any way they lke best, without any
decided interferonce of the Church at
large, to seo that it is cither wisely and
o uitsbly arranged or duly observed. It
auy thiug like erroncous doetrine show:
itwlf in the denomination, and appears to
ba spreading,~if any departure from the
standatd of sound woras, from the pre-
seribed form of discipline or order of wor-
ship is heard of) the whole body is astir, as
about & thing that deeply concerns the
whole ~—and this is right. But the most
gross apd undenisble dercliction of duty in
opo or oven in many Congregations in the
matter of tho support of the Ministry is
nat viewed as a circumstance that should
nxeite any Hvely alarm for the cause of
truth and godliness, or call for any
united testimony agninst it, or any marked
disapprobation of the conduct of the offend.
ing partics by the whole Church. Tt is
viewed as a mere private matter interesting
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ohiefly to tho partivs concerned § in somo  of the support of the Ministry, which liesar
cnses a9 o good Minister's trial, in others  the foundation of f\l! their efforts, every ono
a3 n carcless or imprindent one's jast pun-  is loft at perfect liberty, no one asking au
ishment.  Meanwhile the exil may be sap- account of it at his brother’s hand.  But
ping the religion and morality of the it is vain tu separate what G?d has joinat
wholo denomination, ns in many instances, together.  While Congregations afloct to
I am persuaded, it is, poisoning tho whole, seek union and _communion in heavenly
relation between Minister and people, and and spiritual things, and negleet these
between Congrogation and Cungregation, carthly things, they labour but in vain,
wealthy and liberal paying Congregations | While they affeet  with united  voico
buying up from the poorer or less Lberal to speak the same things, with united
ones the best, or such asx are considered . prayers to ask the same things {‘rom Gfod
the best and ablest Mivisters in the con- | in bebalf of his Church, to ask h}s blessing
nexion. In the Congregation thus de- ' upon their united cfiorts to maintain that
prived of a Minister, the puur feed them | form of sound words, that purity of war-
selves despised, amd the yroud feel them- ship which they have agrewd upon, but do
sclves affronted.  The Congregation, which | uot unite their money efforts, what bless-
thus gets n Minister, focks as if it had | ing isto be expected?  When Congrega-
bought what it ought not to have bought | tions stand alvef from onc another with
and which ought not to have been sold. | culd carefulness in temporal difiiculties, ex-
In wmany cases the Minister feels he has tend help when needud only upon sore
been both hought aund sohd without his al- ;prvsafng, as a matter of great grace, and
ost having aword to say in the bargais.ne- | do it even then ver) ungracionsly as if thoy
gessity leaving him littlo room for choosing. | would rather it conld be as oided, w}m't. on
If good men feel cunstrained to connten- fidence can they have in one another’s sint-
ance such things, there are others acting ' cerity, ami zeal about spiritual things?
from very different motives who shelter | They will please neither God nor man,
themselves under their osample.  ‘The | The dittle hielp that is given, and the way
ovil effucts arising from the waut of proper ; in which it is given among Churches in
arrangements for the support of the  tvmporal things, is no.tusbecometh Chris-
Ministry, between the Minister and Lis tians.  The very dog is much more attach~
people, are stifl more deplorable than thoseed to his benefactor Ly little shows of
between Congregation and Coagregation, | hindness than by the food he reccives, and
Covetous grudgings, and evil surmbsings | greatly prefers, I am persuaded, and much
on both sides too often camse the preach-  more enjoys the bit from the hand than
ing of tho Guspe! to seem little better than , the crumbs that fall from the table. A
a mockery or empty form to both preacher little less pride and show of patsonizing
and hearars, The Minister, smarting un-{ and display of bencfiting, and a little more
der the sense of injustice, of which he is | bretherly kindness and charity in bestow-
not permitted to complain, feels, while he | ing withont sceming to think, still better
addresses his Congregation as men profess- , without thinking of the superiority of the
ing Christianity, lie coald botter buar their i giver over the receiver; O ! what wonders
injustice, if they were professed heathen.  wonld it work in the Church !
The people, an the othar hanl, areready to.  The whole tenor of Cl)ur{:h hut.ory woz_xld,
interpret every murnur that escapes from (1 feel cortain, if xn\'cstxgntcd with an im-
the Minister on this subject, as a proof that, | pastial desire to ascertain the fact, confirm
while he preaches against covctousness, he | the principle which I stated at the begin-
ia himself covetous ;—that, while ho warns | ning of this letter, that t!'tcro i3 an intimate
them to Ueware of setting ta0 hizh a value jand  influential connesion between the
on tho things ofthe world, he is himself | liberality or penuriousness with which
very anxions abont the same things of the , funas are contributed, and the wisdom ar
world, Much of this here wmight bejfolly swith which they are distributed and
under any system of supparting the Minis- japplied, and the accomplishment of the
try ; but the oxil i3 unspenkably aggravated {great ends of all Christian fellowship.

when there is no system but thatof Jem-|  To come to Modc:m times. For varions
ing the matter in every case to bo settled jreasons I do nut \vzsh'p:zrtlcu}arly 1o con-
between the covetousness of the people un | sider the ease of the Free Church of Scot-
the one hand, and the necessity of the lnd. But all the leading men among
Minister on the other. Thisis » matter  them have given unequivocal testimony
which it belongs to the whule body tothat on this hinge of o wise and vigorous
consalt and deuide upen and to take order system of finance they consider the suc-
for, and make some general arrangement cess of ali their other cfforts mainly to
with regard to, as well as the doctrine that | turn —and they are right; and itistobe
is to be taught, and the discipline and  boped they will give nocar o covelousness
Church order that is to beobserved,  Jtis cloaking itsclf under = false spiritual-
vain for men to unite into Churches, and as , ism, calling apon Ministers to be content
it wore, pledge themselves to stand by one, with the smallest pittance on which soul
another in maintaining and prowoting the,and body can be kept toguther in order
same spiritual objects, while in the matter. that the peoplo may  enjuy 19010 of



THE PRESBYTERIAN,

of this work, or in the direction of it, hav-
ing appointed cleven feofliees, on whom I
supposed these burdens would fall of
But I quickly fuund niy mistake;

this world’s goods.  Ye, who suppm‘teth‘
the Ministry prudgingly, is just as
littlo wworthy of the name of Christian as!
ke, that docth the work of the Blinistry ! conrse.
grudgingly, is of tho name of Minister. God ' first, with regard to the expense, for the
conld do His work without either the Min-! whnle undertaking must have stood still,
ters Iabour or the people’s money, but Het had not 1 immedintely taken upon myself
hias decided that it shall not be done with-{ the payinent of ail the workmen ; so that,
out botlt the one and the other. befora T knew where I was, I had con-
Among the Churclies speaking the En-f tracted a debt of more thau a hundred and
gliak Ianguage, the most remarkable move- ! fifty pounds.  And this I was to discharge
ment in recent times that has taken place,! how [ conld, the subscriptions of bLoth
is undoubtedly that of the Methodists.! societies not amounting to one quarter of
Thoy have done a great work, and they ] the sum, and as to the direction of the
have dono it well—a work which almost! work I presently received letters from my
every other denomination found too difficult | friends in London, Mr. Whitefield in par-
for them to do, and have generally! ticular, Lacked with a message by one just
sbandoned in despaiv.  Not to speak of! come from thence that neither he nor they
their Missionary Inbours among the heathen! would have any thing to do with the build-
in the exient and success of their exer-!ing, neither contribute any thing towards
tions, in which they have come in no'it, unless I would instantly discharge ...
whit Lehind the very chiefest of those who! feoffoes, and do every thing in my own
Iabour in the same field, their peculiar| name. Many reasons they gave for this,
work, which it is their chief glory ta!hut one wns enough, viz. :—* That such
have dona so well, has been te preaclxt feoffees nlways would haveit in their power
the Gospel to the poor of their own'to control me, and, if I preached not as
kindred and tongue. \Wherever the Eng-i they wished, to turn me out of the room 1
lish language is spoken, they have sup-|had built 1 accordingly yielded to their
plied in a great measure the luck of every! advice, and, calling all the feoffecs together,
other denomination, whether of the Estab-! eancotled {no man opposing) tho instru-
lished or Dissenting Churches. They ! ments made before, and took the whole
have found too among the same poor and! management into my own hands. Money,
negleeted portion of the community, in alit is true, T had not, nor auy human pros-
grest measure, the means of doing thepeet or probahilits of procuring it, but I
work.  They have drawn from it both'knew the earth is the Lord's * and the ful-
the Minister and the Minister's support. | ness thereof;” aud in his name set out,
Must not every Minister of every denom-|nothing doubting.”
ination in this Province confuss that, when!  Wesley, thus Jed to see that whosoever
throngh want of proper order having been should have the control of the funds, (for
teken in this matter by the Chureh to!the control of the floating capital would
which he belongs, he has come into thc:fo}loxv that of the fixed,) would have the
field tardily and late, to a people who have! sontra] of the preaching and the Preachers,
long Seen petitioning their Mother Church | docided that this control would be better
for & Minister, he has found a Methodist ! in his own hands than in that of any other
prezcher there before him, who had come’ parties ; and inte his own hands he took it,
unsolicited, to see what good could beland for all essential purposes kept it il
doze, often without fee or veward from!his death, when he made it over and secur-
those among whom he was labouring, but|ed it to the Confironce. The control of
yetnoton Jus own charges, the general body { the funds among the Methodists was thus
caring for him, and furnishing him with | never left in the power of particular Con-
the temporal things necdful in his work. | gregations, as is the ease in most other
Now can any one iook at the suceess of the ! voluntary bodies, but bas always been ina
Methodists and the means by which they | rontral authority. Iam not an unqualified
attained it, without perceiving that their | admirer of the Methodist Finance systom,
success in publishing the Gospel was inti- 1 but it strongly illustrates and enforces the
mately counceted with their system of | prineiple of this letter, that there is a most
management in temporal offairs ? intimate and influentisl connexion belween
The following passage in the life of¢ho wanagement of their money matters
Wesley, the founder of the system, willfand the success of Churches in maintaining
perhaps sppear to many of no great inter-{ the cance of the Gospel.  What enabled
¢€st or fmportance, yet i reveals the whole| the Methodist body to send NMinisters
principle of Mothodist Finance, 2 great{wheretor it appeared  they were most
source of their strength, and lies at the{wanted 2 What Lut the power to con-
foundation of all their brilliant success in{ strain both Ministors and separate societics
cnlighiening the dark placesof many lands. { to yvield to the generad or contral view of
Speaking of the first chapel built in thel whnt was best to be dene®  And how did
connexion, he says:—5 1 had not at first] the contral authority cause separate locd
the .2ast apprehension or design of being | an inaividus} interests or inclinations to
personally engaged zither in tho expense | givo way. but beosuse with them was the
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 power over the monay ? Would it have
been possible for the Mothodist boddy to
have done the work it has done, if it had
sent forth its Ministers in some such way
as this. ¢ There are a numerous people in
such and such s place, they are in want of
a Minister, we commend you to them in
the name of the Lord. Go to them and
preach to them the Gospel. Be diligent and
faithful in your Iabours among them. Prove
yourself wurthy of your hiro, and no doubt
you will receive it,” This, howover, was
not the way they took; they said to their
Preachers, « Your sezvices aro required in
such a place among such a people ; wo
Judge you faithful; go and labour among
them, and we will provide for your tem-
poral wants while you continue faithfisl,
If we sce cause fo judge you unfaithful,
we will neither appoint your work nor
burden ourselves with your maintenance,”

Woesley, writing towards tho end of his
life, when he hiad to take measures for the
management of his society’s affairs after his
death, in reply to somo objectors to the
mode of settlement ho had adopted, says,
“ But what need was there for any deed at
all ?” This was a legal deed, which he had
exceuted, says his Biographer, after taking
the opinion of one of the greatest lawyers
in the kingdow, who answered, ¢ There is
no way of deing this,” securing the property
hfor its intended uses, “ but by naming & de-
terminate number of persons. The devd
whichnamesthesemust be enroiled in Chan
cery, thenit willstandgood in Law.” This
was & very temporal, worldly-looking
picco of business; nay a state enactment
about Church matters; doing nearly as much
for the Methodist body as the enactments
of Constantine did for the early Church, of
swhich we hear 20 much and know so little.
It was an act of the state, made to enable
the Alethodists to keep what they had got,
or might yet get, of this world's goods,and
employ them for the advancement of their
cause in such way as those, to whom the
management of affairs should be commiited,
wight deem best.  Let us hear how Wes-
ley speaks of this piece of wordly policy—
this state cnactment. * But what need
was there for any deed at al? There
was the utmost need forit.  'Without some
authentie deed, fixing the meaning of the
term, the moment 1 died, the Conference
had been nothing. Therefore any of the
proprictors of the land, on which our
preaching houses were built, might hae
seired them for their own use, and thero
would have been nono to hinder them, for
the Conference would have been nobody,—
2 mere cnpty name.

#You sce then in oll the paing I have
taken about this absolutely n deed,
I have beer labouring not for myself (I
have no intarest therein), but for the whols
body of Methodists, in order to fix them
updn such a fyundation asislikely to stand
o long as the sun and moon endaro ; thag
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is,if they continuo to walk hy faith, and to!

show their faith by their works ; otherwise
I pray God to root out the memorial of
them from the earth.  Jouy Wastiy.”
Hero then was a Ministry burdened with
a work that does not properly belong to
them, and from which they ought to have
been relieved, and from which they were
not relieved and could not be relivved, be-
cause there were not zeal and disinterested-
ness enough in the Laity to take the bur-
den ot their hands, and it was laid upon
the Clergy by ono whom the world will
not venture now to accuse cither of want
of faithfulness to decide honestly, nor dis-
crimination to decide justly, and who by
long experience knew both Clergy and
Laity,and what might reasonably be expect-
ed from each; and haso not those, to whom
he committed the trust, hitherto nobly

vedecmed the confidence reposed in thom 2

Where are the Laity having the matter
in their (wn hands, that have discharged
their duty so well; and in most voluntary
Churches they have the matter in their
hauds though they hurden themsclves with
it as little a3 possible. *Yet we hear for
ever of tha People, as if perfection dwelt in
them, and of Ministery, as though they
were, if not all, yet nearly all littlo better
than wolves in sheep's clothing. Yot Wes.
ley thought the power of the money would be
saferin the hands of the Clergy thanin those
of the Societies ; and the result has not Be-
lied the propriety of his decision. Thoughl
should seem therefore a fool in my hoasting,
yet will I glory in my office, and venture
to affirm that, even in the worst times, and
when most corrupted, the Muistry has heen,
as a whole, something better than the body
of the people. 1lad it not beenso,Christian-
ty must have perished from the carth. I
the salt had lost its savour, where with
should thy mass have Leen salted ? Let
hiw gainsay me who will,
A MiNisTER.

P. §.—In my former letter to you T per-
ceive one or two typographical ecrrors,
which is not to be wondered at, as the
writer did not superintend the correcting
of the proofs, and his writing is not always
very plain.  Ono of these crrors, as it in-
jures the sense, it may be warth while to
correet by printing this. Lrrata few or
none read, In one sentence the word
students in  substituted for scitlements.
Now the very thing which is wanted js
students in sutficient nunber and variety to
meet the wants or the demands of the
scltlements.  This, if it did not cure, might
at least alleviate the ovil complained of,
which was that, in settlements formed in
one neighbouthood wut of all the various
parties which afllict the Church, they wish
cach to have Ministery after their own way,
lut are not willing, in many cases not able,
te support them in such numbers as our
Sectarian prejudices demand,—that, 1 con-
sequence parents, seeiug that Ministers are
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not eupported, aro not willing, at least not
anxions, to send their <ons into the Church
ns students for the Ministry, and their
sons, recing the same thing, arc not willing
tur anxious to be sont.

ROMAN CATHOLICS AND FREEDOM.
(Frors the New York Erangehst,)

It would scent as if thojCatholics were becom-
ing the most ardent fricnds of freedom.  Whatever
tadden motve there miay be for 1t, one of'the tost
remarkable features of the fate sevolution is the
position which the shrewder and moro cultivated
Chtholics have taken. Forcaering tho sesult, the
subtle spirit of the Church, which can ossumo as
wany forns as Proteus, is axsuming a shape, drens,
and language adapted to the new times, and
threatens to become th great apoatic of demoeracy
mthoworld. A remarkabilo asticle appeared lately
in tho London Tallcl, ano of the most influential
Cathiolic papers m England, which is worthy the
natice of Protestants.  We can oaly quote a sen-
i neo or two, to show its spirit -

** in these days,” obscrves the writer, ““when a
sternly democratie sprrit is breaking up the framo-
work of the old socictics, what the Church needs
is, that her ministers should enter frankly into the
spitit of this new social state, sympathize with 1,
act with it, use it for the glory of God and the sal.
vation of human souls. But what could be worso |
for the fortunzs of the Church than, while ths
mazs of socicty was becoming, or had became do-
mocratic, for the Clergy to bo thrown in complete
dependence on monatchics or aristocratic 1nfluen-
ces, againat which the inmost nature of the people
revolted and rebelled V Tako Prussia for an exam-
ple. How had religion gone into deeay in those
tamous Rhenish provinces? 1jow had g univereal
wdiffercace awallowed up buth priests and peaple?
How had the eceds ot a devouring hervay been
widely spread and desply planted?  And what res-

cued the Chureh from this great danger? What
hut the spusit of democracy 1 I'he great Archbishop,
boldly placing humself in opposition to the Crown
and tho bureaucracy, and, from his prison, strikin
the chords of a popular scntument, beforo whi
the monarch was foreed to yield. *

The writer illustrates his position by referring to !
Austria and Bavaria, and thanks God for the revo- |
lution, which releases the Church from her oppres-
sions. He assumes that all the real power of socicty
has been 1rrevocably transferred to the democracy,
and then asserts that the Cathafic Clergy in many
countries have not bheens sufliciently quick-sighted |
to discern, and active to follow up, this momcentous
transition.  He then goes on 1o say—and how
worthily might it be said of the trug Chuorch of
Christ'—

“ Now, what makes us rcjoico in the popular tri-
umphs everywhese rife thtough Europe is, becauso i
these do not so much chango anything as make
kno\mchangﬁn!md)'nxom;dlﬁhod. Thenetv faco !
was already there, but it was hidden under an old!
mask, and men wrio wasting therr energies 1 act- |
ing with tho mask, as 1f it wero indeal tho face
which it only concealed. Of ali pesons, of all,
corporations, of all social cxistences, the Church of
God has the greatest need to bo made acquainted
with the fact; to dixcern the &ims of the tmes 1o
penctrate below the surface, and understand what '
lies throblung, but unspoken, in the inmass son! of"
the human saco.  When, thercfore, the Almighty
designs, by such wondersul means, to revesl to
man the path through whicn human kind must .
henceforth resolutely plod their weary way——donbt |
not He docs it in merey to Mis Church above all
other portions of saffcring humanity. He docs it
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to paint out to her her future quarey ; the direeticn
in which Iabuuts must heneefinth liaj the (ous
and sufferings to which e designs her; ghe
achievementa which He purposes to accompling
through her hands. The Clureh must Elenuife
hemelf with the people.  She must become thee
servant  She must stoop duwn to theip fips, 10
learn from them their discases, that sho may die.
cover and apply the romedy.  She must learn
their new dialeet, in order to teach them once tnze
her ol truths.  *I'hy heart~ of her consecratel
children most bccmnedrmocmlic,in'ordcr. on thy
only nosxible hasis, to Te-organizo a crumbling
world.”

Hero is at least something for Protestants 1o e
fleet upon I the same spirit is the letter of M.
Lucquet, ambassador ofthe Pope to tho Swiss Dier
In the course of his Ietter he admits” that the sep
aration of churcl: and state is the great questiog
oftho age ; thatiit is likely to be decitled in Franee
and in other countrica nearer Rame; and that the
Pontiff has pretty nearly mace up s mind 1o 14,
divoree,

**“T'hesocial state of past times,” ho says, ** is near.
ly andere leng will e entirely destroyed. What wy
be the result for the Chiurch 7 The Church, stway
oongistent with itsclf in that which is esxential to
her, will aceept the social transfarmstion of the
age. I will say mere; it will not only accept n,
but, faithful to its miasion to promote progress iz
the life of nations, it will wecond and assist tha
transfurmation  Nor will it refuro, when the mo
ment shall arrive, to acknowledge the great prn
ciple of a complete separation between 3t and thy
state. It will not for a moment hesitate, il circum
stances ro decitle, to inscribo on it banner ghy
noblo and supreme expression of tolerance and
liberty. It has long sinco done so in Foung
America, and will do it agaun, perhaps to-morros
on your frontices "~ Montreal Witness.

TO THE EDITOR OF TIHE PRESUVTERIAN,

Stt,—The above oxtract undoubtediy
deserves the scrious consideration of Pre.
testants. It announces very distirctly tha
the Church of Rome is fully awaro of the
fact, that, whether the question of he
supremacy over Chyristendom is 10 bo con-
tended for on the old principles or not, it
has to be argued before o new tribunal,
It is, however, that very tribunal to whic
Protestantism has long appealed—at the
bar, namely, of Public opinion. Nor dol
fear that Protestantism will fail to meet her
atit, or has any reasen to drend the o
counter.  Novertheluss we need to prepare
ourschves very serivwsly for it.  No doute
there are thousands upon thousands o
young Protestant Polemics who can wnte
well, and speak well, and age thoroughly
acqueinted with all the technicalities of {he
Popish controversy, and whs think thew
solves, therefure, thoreughly furnished for
this war, let it come when it will. That it o
coting uo one can well doubt ;.and hox

jweare o meet it is the cuestion. The

Church ot Lome dous not mean to go forth
to the war on the preseut.nccasion, trusting
in the armour with which she met. Protes.
tantisis in the day of her first encounter
at the Reformation.  Bulls of excoumun.
cation will not of course be. fulminated:
but more, the high and lofty .tong of av-
thority is to be Iaid aside. The peojple are
now sovereign, and the preserilasi form for



ruling Soverelgns, since tho world began,
has been to flatter and pretend to serve
them. The above extract says plainly
enough that the People arc now to be re-
spected, beeause they have power. ¢ The
Church must identify herself with the Peo-
ple. Shemust become their servant.” Inother
words she must stoop to conquer. Nor
will it be with newspaper articles and pam-
phlets, and speeches at public meetings,
that Rome will seek to advance her own
power or batter down that of her adver-
sarics. Defences of this kind she will no
doubt put forward, and some attention will
have to be paid to them ; but,if Protestants
direct the main of their attack against
these, they will spend their strength for
" naught and in vain. The man, who means
to engage in this war, must be prepared to
go among the people, to identify himself
with them, to become their servant. Those
who cannot go to the work themselves, and
wish the work to go on, must contribute
liberally of their means; money will be as
much wanted as men. The Church of
Rome will find both in abundance ; and
why should Protestants show a deficiency
of either, when in every other field of ex-
ertion Protestants cxhibit such a decided
superiority bothin the possession of capital
and in the combination of wisdom, encrgy,
and enterprise in applying it to the accom-
plishment of any desired end ?  Is it that
the children of this world are wiser in their
generation than the children of light 2 Or
is it that we Protestants are a generation
of this world, and only wise in our genera-
tion;"and in the things of it 2 One piece of
armour the missionary, or the controversia-
list, or whoever engages in this war with
the design of doing good, must take care
not toleave behind,—that of brotherly kind-
ness and charity.
There is, also, a mistake of which most
of us Protestants need to disabuse our-
* sclves, which is, that, though the ignorant
people are under the power of delusion,
their teachers are mostly conscious deceiv-
ers.

The above ecxtract is cvidently the
product of a serious mind and well culti-
vated understanding, and bears every mark
" of a sincere belief that the cause of the
Roman Chureh is that of the glory of God
and the good of maukind. Wil we deal
wiscly with such a mind, if we trcat what
arc perhaps the deeply cherished affection-
ate yearnings of a mistaken heart as if

" they were the cold and conscious hypocri--

sies of a designing decciver? One of
the great disadvantages of Protestants in
dealing with Roman Catholies is, that, un-
likke the first preachers of Christianity and
" the Reformation, we have no experimen-
tal acquaintance with the crrors we con-
demn. We do not know how they twine
themselves round the various faculties of
the irmer man ; how they have adjusted
themselves in the understanding ; how they
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are linked to the recollection of every de-
termination to do good, of every resolution
to turn away from evil ; how they have
got twisted into every fibre of the con-
seience, so that to tear them up and cast
them away seems like parting with the
whole moral and religious nature, parting
with all hope of heaven and plunging
blindfold into hell or annihilation. See-
ing that we, who have been brought up
under Protestant teaching, cannot enter
into the internal condition of those who
have been brought up under the teaching
of Popery, we ought to use all the more
gentleness and modesty in dealing with
them, to lay aside all the fierceness of
sect, and seek to be clothed with all the
meckness and humility of our commen
Christianity.
combat or rather seck to dispel one anoth-
er’s delusions without wrath; that we
should so readily infer arid unhesitatingly
ascribe evil motives to those who differ
from us as to the way of righteousness.
It may be true, I do not dispute it. Nay,
I know and am persuaded that it is true,
that crror in opinion is more or less con-
nected with moral depravity; that where
the head errs the heart is first in fault ;
that the vapours which obscure the un-
derstanding, which darken the secing facul-
ties of the soul, are composed of foul exha-
lations generated in the moral faculties;
that the smoke, through the medium of
which a distorted image of the Truth is
presented to the eye of the mind, arises
from that bottomless pit of delusion and
dececit—the desperately wicked human
heart. But what then, why should we
rail on a brother malefactor 5 are we not
all in the same condemnation, and that
indeed justly ? A MINISTER.

To the Conductors of the Presbyterian.
MONTREAL, June 27, 1848,
GENTLEMEN,

The discourse, of which I send you a copy,
was delivered before the Synod which met
at Toronto in July, 1840, in the discharge
of my official duty as Moderator. The
very reverend Court was pleased to request
its publication,—a request with which 1
would have felt it my duty to comply at the
time, had any method better than separate
publication presented itself. The annals
of our Chureh, during the last eight years,
confirm, in my judgement, the great impor-
tance of some of .the topics briefly touched
on. But for this, I would scarcely have
presumed, after so long an interval; to
bring it out of the obscurity into which such
casual productions are doomed to sink. If
vou think its insertion in the Presbyterian
may in any degrece recal the Church to a
scrious consideration of the subject it treats
of, the discourse is at your service.

I am, Gentlepen,
Your most obedient Servant,
" ROBERT M‘GILL.

It is strange that we cannot-
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THRE MEANS OF PROMOTING UNITY IX THNR
CHURCH :—

¢ And he gave some, apostles; and some, pro-
phets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers; FFor the perfecting of the saints, for
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ: Till we All come in the unity of
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
unto a perfect man, unto the measnre of the stature
of thé fulness of Christ.”—Ephesians, iv. 11-13,

REVEREND FATHERS AND BRETHREN,

In the material world sense is every-
where delighted with variety ; and reason
is not less delighted when, in the exercise
of her high prerogative, she contemplates
the unity of design and contrivance that
pervades the whole. An analogous ar-
rangement is discoverable in the world of
mind. We behold in it everywhere an
endless diversity ; but we discern also a
power harmonizing the endless diversity,
and. by a superintéendence never ceasing,
and always benevolent, educing from the
discords and strifes of mankind a system
of order and peace.

Turning, as directed in the text, our eye
upon the Church, its strifes and divisions
obtrude themselves at once upon our notice.

‘Many are the dark and painful passages to

be found in her past annals; and passing
cvents have still too much the complexion
of the past. How many of those bearing
the Christian name have gone far aside
from the way of truth! What intermi-
nable and angry controversiesare still waged
among those who are agreed on the funda-
mental doctrines of the faith; and what
unseemly and bitter estrangements exist to
mar unity and extinguish love, even among
those who confess in sincerity and truth
the same Lord! That these arise from spi-
ritual blindness and depravity we know;
that the Gospel provides a remedy, it is our
happiness to believe. Let it, therefore, ba
our study to follow its lessons more closely,
and more largely to imbibe its spirit; so
will we be attracted more powerfully to
Him who is the source of authority and
the centre of union both in the kingdom
of grace and the world of glory.

The designed unity in the Church and
the means of promoting it are declared in
the passage we have read. . In the pre-
ceding context Paul compargs the Church
to the body—having one Spirit, the In-
spirer of our hepe; .one Lord, the Revealer
of our faith; one baptism, the common seal
of our fellowship; “one God and Father
of all, who is above all, and through all,
and in you all.” "By its Supreme Iead,
.who hath aseended up. far above all heavens

{ that He.might fill all things, the diversity

of offices.in the Chyrch was appointed, and
the diversity of gifts suited to themn. Car-
rying out the gracious purpose of His Medi-
ation, He .instituted various. offices, some
special, supernatural and temporary, others
universal, ordinary and perinaneut; con-
necting with the former theg extraordinary
gifts of inspiration, propheey and miraeles,

together with. a limited pewer of communi-
cating these gifts, “for tho perfecting of
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the saints, for the work of the ministry.”
To them was committed every thing neces-
sary to the perpetual succession of office-
bearers in the Church, and that infallible
and authoritative doetrine by which they
were to be guided in the exercise of their
functions. It may also be gathered from
the passage before us, that these super-
naturally endowed teachers, or in other
words the Apostles, were to be continued
with the Church, until, being fully instruct-
ed by their preaching and writings, all
who then composed its membership should
come through one faith and knowledge of
“the Son of God to porfeet manhood as a
Church,to the measure of the stature which,
when full grown, it ought to have; that
thus instructed and matured it should be
able to preserve and extend itself without
such supernatural aid as was necessary in
its state of infancy. But what its Supreme
Lord purposed that the Church should be
under the government and teaching of the
Apostles, it is surely desirable that the
Church should always remain. Once
brought to a state of unity of faith and
knowledge through the instrumentality of
men divinely prepared for their work, and
then having revealed the means of preserv-
ing it in the same state, it is incumbent on
all, and it is the especial duty of its office-
bearers, to employ these means for the pres-
ervation of the unity of the Spirit in the
- bond of peace.

For be it observed that, among those
precious gifts which our risen and glorified
Redeemer has bequeathed to the Church,
three are pre-eminently distinguished : the
written Word, and the living Ministry, and
the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, who shall
abide with it for ever. The text refers
mainly to the second of these, the living
Ministry, and dictates four leading prin-
ciples of its constitution :—1st. The special
commission and supernatural endowments
conferred on the Apostles, and through
them on certain other ofice-bearers in the
primitive age. 2nd. The ordinance for pre-
paring the future Ministry of the Church,
by which this duty is devolved in per-
petuity upon such as have already them-

- selves been invested with the Ministerial
Office. 3d. The class of persons, here called
“ saints,” from which were to be selected
those who were to be placed under prep-
aration for the Sacred Office. 4th. The
main design of the institution. Each of
thes topics might afford ample scope for
profitable reflestion.. But I shall restrict
myself to the elucidation of only one prin-
ciple, making it bear, as well as I am able,
on our own circumstances as a branch of
the Universal Church,—the direct and po-
tent influence of a well-prepared and faith-
ful Ministry upon the prosperity and unity
of the Church,

At the outset it may be made a question
what degree of this unity of faith and
knowledge may now be expeoted among
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the teachers and the taught in the Christian
Church. We do not surely make an un-
warranted demand when we claim that
this unity shall extend to every fact and
doctrine clearly revealed, to every rite and
institution clearly enjoined in the written
Word.  But it cannot reasonably be ex-
pected, it ought not to be required, to
extend to aught that does not clearly rest
upon a divine authority—to’ traditionary
glosses, to private interpretations, to critical
niceties, to dark metaphysical abstractions.
Human opinions must not be placed on the
same level with articles of faith. The un-
holy attempt to raise them to this level has
been one principal cause of controversy and
division respecting the doctrine, govern-
ment, and worship of the Church. To a
presumptuous disregard of the written
Word, more than to any misconception of
its import, can be traced most of the great
schisms by which it has been rent. The
Truth, the grand elements of saving know-
ledge, are so plainly revealed in the Word
of God, that only he who handles that
Word deceitfully can miss the right way.
But, while the Church should insist on unity
in fundamentals, of which all who have the
Sacred Scriptures in their hands are, within
certain limits, competent judges, no restric-
tions should be set to freedom of inquiry.
It is not good to compress and distort the
mind by the swathing bands of by-goune
ages, from many of which little can be
learned.  Holding to the sufficiency of the
written Word, the Church must not require
assent to every deduction of every man
within her pale who has gotten for himself
a name. We are entitled to reject the
strait-jackets of fallible system-makers, and
to assert the freedom wherewith Christ has
made us frec ; and, should there grow up
some diversity of opinion on subordinate
points, we may still walk by the same rule
and mind the same things.

We discover in one large branch of the
Protestant family a partial reaction against
the doctrine of the entire sufficiency of the
written Word and the right of private judge-
ment on the ground of the absurd opinions
and endless divisions to whieh, as alleged,
it has given rise; and a strenuous attempt
is being made to lead timorous and feeble
minds back to the downy pillow of tradi-
tion, and to repose on what has been erro-
neously called the ancient faith, A few
may, perhaps, be moved to return to dream
and slumber there : but it eannot be that
the many, in an age signally directed by
the providence of God upon the career of
enquiry and improvement, will cease to en-
quire, and to"advance in religious as in
every other branch of knowledge. The
course, if we rightly interpret the presages,
will not be backward to the darkness of
tradition and Popery, but onward to bold
investigation and perpetual light. But,
that this course may be well laid, due honour
must be rendered to the Word of God.

Entirely and submissively followed, it will
prove the unerring rule of faith, and the
generating power of holy love. ~ So long as
there are peculiarities and differences of in-
tellectual character and capacities, there will
be varieties of opinion on many subjects
contained in it; but the power of Divine
faith upon the moral being may be so great
as fully to warrant the assertion, that, when
the whole Church is mainly made up of
spiritual members, with one heart appeal-
ing to the Scriptures as an infallible arbiter
they will be perfectly joined together in
the same mind and in the same judgement,
Such, it is presumed, will be the unity of
that millennial age to which the hope of the
faithful is directed.

We are next led to consider the means
ordained by God for bringing on this de-
sirable state of the Church, We have scen
that in the beginning extraordinary offices
were instituted and extraordinary gifts
bestowed in order to the unity of faith -
and knowledge. The Apostles completed
their part in their personal ministry, and
by delivering to the Church the canon of
Secripture.  This done, the apostolical
function ceased. But previously they or-
dained that the pastors and teachers, whom
they hud appointed, should provide for
their own perpetual succession * by the
perfecting of the saints for the work of the
ministry.” That this is one of the most
important duties of the Ministerial Office
must be too evident to require elucidation.
That we should preach the Gospel faith-
fully in our own generation, and to the
people of our own charge, is doubtless of
the highest moment, for in so doing we save
both ourselves and them that hear us. But
on us the Lord Jesus Christ has also devolved
the duty of preparing others for the work of
the ‘Ministry, who shall in their turn de-
liver to faithful men the sacred trust com-
mitted to them. Oh, who can estimate tho
dread responsibility of this trust! Un-
faithfully executed, we can imagine that
the Gospel might even perish from among
meen ; for we are admonished by history,
that through unfaithful management and
treachery on the part of its depositaries the
Gospel was imprisoned for ages, and con-
verted by a debased and ambitious priest-
hood into an engine of superstition and
spiritual tyranny. On the other hand, this
trust being faithfully discharged, the Gospel
will triumph from sea to sea, and abide for
ever. What shall our part be in this glo-
rious work 2 Forming a very considerable
branch of the visible Church in this land,
holding the sufficiency of the written Word,
acknowledging the symbols received among
us to be in perfect conformity with it—are
we not bound by the most solemn obliga-
tions to labour for the unity and extension
of the Church, according to these standards?
In what remains I shall humbly endeavour
to illustrate and enforce this duty.

I. The unity and efficiency of the Church
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will materinlly dopend on the wisdom and heart, which guides and governs no life,, and the new world, net be heard by us in
fidelity of its pastors awl teacheis in the which kindles no zea), aud possesses no|vain.  We have read the dictate of Serip-
proparation of young men for tho sork of habitanl vision v cternal things—sain xill | ture obligiug ns to prepare and perpetsnto
tho Ministry. The manner of dissharang e the hope that saiuts shall cver come out! the successivn of the Ministry ; we aro
this duty is lelt to our own diserctim thenee, perfectol fur the Ministry and the responsible for its character ; we are bound,
under the guidance of those geacral prin. «difying of the Bod, of Christ.” But far therefure, to oxercise vigilant inspection
ciples revealed i the oracles of Gold.  In worsy, if, in addition to the eold and they over those (o whom the oftice of instraction
the Zion of our yative Ianw it has lanz been , lifeless, there should also be the erdng el ' is spevially delegated.  No pains, no saeri-
tho custom to set zpart the most distin- the disputatious in Theology,  What can' flee, no entreaty must bo spared, to bring
guished to educate those who are to e the issue then be bug that, when its brood st thic momentous work such as are
davoted to tho sesvices of the Church. The, are let louse amcag the people, scriptural eminently gifted and prepared for it by
importance o wne work surcly demands the | knowledge and sital godlmess shall deeay, Gol. Escewting faithiully this high trust
conseeration of ihe highest talent and thejand strife ani contention aml every evil under the smile and approbation of o
most exaited piety. Far,viewingthe Church | work abound ~ Tne history of the Chureh | Redoeter, distant ages will rise up and eall
as an institution ‘ramed by God for thein our nativ land may facnish sure and you hlessed,

preservation aud promulgation of Sacred { melaucholy prouf of the evils that are! ™ The question, What is Truth? once ad-
Truth, in other words, as an instrament for ,generated by o defeetive training, in the, dvessed by a careless enquirer to the Diviue
enlightening and recliming to God a be-: Theologieal Hall.  Might we not point to, Teacher, who alone inthings divine was able
nighted and crring race, and regarding its § whole districts, from the pulpits of which tlxu’ ta solvo it, has been solved to us, and is no
pastors awd evangelists rs the agents, pure Gospel had well-nigh disappeared,-~ | fouger i the process of uncertain investi-
specially devated o this work, what object tot o uch perhaps by an incufeation of j 8ation,  Revealed Theology is not s science
ean ba more worthy of our care than the’ positive error s by a supprossion of those of discovery, but a system already perfect 3
cducation of these ?  For, while we frovly | grand peeuliarities to which the Gospel owes | to be calarged ouly as under its Divine Au-
acknowledgo that no power but the power all its efficieney.  Its power, unfelt in the] thor it farther developes itself, and admits
of God ean savingly enlighten and convert | heart of the preacher, flowed not in living a fuller application to the ever-varying
tho soul, and that He alone in the highest  streams among the people.  And even yol, omergencies of life. It may indeed give
sense can perfect “saints” for the work of j the snow-drifts of that rationalism, which, rise tu many deep and doubtful questions,
the Ministry, surcly this consideration | had aceumulated for more than half a con- ! that wight perhaps be debiated occasionally
should not be so perverted as 10 turn us' tury, have scarcely disappeared from the | with advantage in the schools to sharpen
aside frem that subordiuate instrumental | hills aud vableys of Seotland, although in the intellect and teach humility. DBut, as
duty which the Lord Jesus Chrisi has en- | the great mercy of God a more benign and | these are for the most part the questions
joined upon us, Now, that qunliﬁcatirms: genial temperature now bigins to encirele that have led speculative men astray, there
for thoe Sacred Office are not supernaturally | them.  Aud who among us has not heard ' is just the groater need, in preparing the
imparted, but must be diligently sought fur | of the evils that afilict Presbyterianism o | saints for the work of the Ministry, to ad-
by study and prayer, nre wo not the wmore  this continent 7 Tracing their origin, let{here closely to known and established
imperatively required to employ with the | us be admonished.  First of all, (we speak primciples, that the enquirer may not bo
greater assiduity these omlinory means 2| purticularly in reference to the United| bewildered in regions of vain and pre-
No Christinn will deny that the sacred | States) in the absence of properly endowed sumptious conjectnre, where nothing can
sciences in themselves, amd in their appli- | Universities, the work of preparing candi-| be foand fur the -=stenance of personal
cation to the various characters aml con- | dates for the ministry foll into various and’ piety or for the edifying of the Body of
ditions of mankind, require the clearest | inrompetent hands, who, vften uuimvited Christ.  Happy will it Lo if we shall se-
discernment and the highest intellectual | aml unsancetioned, scated themselves in the | cure, as guides to our novitiates, men with
vigour—every powerof the mind in the best 1 Divimty Chair.  Their knowledge of S2-  humble hearts vet v ith maseuline under-
state of cultivation and discipline. Towhem {erxd Literature was too saperticial for the standings, who shall well define the limits
therefore should the oftice of instruction be | work they had assumed ; uader a vain pre- j both of veason and Revelation ; who shall
committed but to those who have them- ! tence of originality and freedom of theught, | kuow how to deal with visionary dogmas—
selves reached the highest eminence, whose , they mixed up with the disputable dogmns jto assign the proper place to the mercly
minds are of the most perfect structure and ., of scienee, falsely so ealled, the exploded ! probable—and to claim for the true suyings
polish, the models of that cxcellence to | herosivs of past ages; avon, school arraved jof Gud the implicic submission and reves-
which they point theie pupils? W know | itsclf against school in the defence of its'unce of the soul. It may be hoped that a
what aptitudo of imitation prevails in youth. | peculiar ; the theological noviee caught ministry trained by such, and enlightened
How desirable then thnt they see nothing i the infection of vain jangling, carried the jof God, will ever hold fast and faithfully
in those, whom they will naturally veuerate, | leprosy with him into the house of God, ,declare Iis testimony ; that they will sever
that is not worthy of imitation,—no defects, | and spread the disease awong the people. ' he betrayed into intowmperate discussion of
00 pecnlinrities. that might hinder their use-1 Now, if we judge aright, the origin of this points of lesser momeut; that they will
faluesswhenthey eome forth upon the world | ovil is tobe found in the Ministry neglecting,  never follow divisive courses on questions
wathe ambassadors of Christ.  But this wish | first, that part of their duty which consists i regarvd to which diversity of opion is
is not to be restricled to literary character | inprepariag o succession of labourers for the {allowsble.  Divistons awong us have for
and intollectunl attainment. The schoel, | Lord’s vineyard ; and, secondy, when their [the most part onginated with ministers,
to which the aspirants to tho Sacred Office ¢ obligation to it was felt and acknowledged, ! aud been perpetunted by then. A grow-
are sent, should be encompassed with ' the not keeping the schools of the prophiets ing unanimity among them will be the
sanctity as the altar of God. It should be ! under the immediate and strict control of |signal of a Bappler era: this will be most
the seat of piely as well as of luarning; | the Church. Thus there were nartured in { effectually nurtored when Jife is young, and
the place of communion with the illustrious Jits bosom the seeds of a violent distemper, {at the feel of those masters in Israe! who
dest; but far more, the place of cowmunion , whirh had nearly destroyed 3, aud which [are sof apart by the Chureh “for the per-
with the ever living God.  If nothing moro | necessitated the application of a remiedy feoting of the saints, for the work of the
bo acquired there than the tinselled graco | which has left behind much weakness and | mindstry.”

of literature, and a cold, dry and speeula- ‘m:my unseemly sears. Let the warning] IL Farther: tho unity of the Church
tive theology, which molts and warms noi voice, sounding forth both from tho old{will bo promoted by tho faithful miuistra-
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tions of those who are engaged in the
Sacead Oftice.

It is not the being called by the same
name, the rallying as partizans arcund the

sane banner, that conetitutes the true unity
and fellowship of the Church. We can
imagine mesmbers forming the same congre-
gation, or seveal congregations cmbirnced
n onc ecclesiastical body, set as entirely
estranged from cach other, and as different
in all their habits of religious thought and

fecling as 3 they belonged to the most

hostile of opposing scets.  The true unity
of a church, whether we emplay this term
to denote a single congrogation, or several
organized into one body, must consist in an
enlightened and cordial reception of the
same system of Truth, and the entire sur-
render of themselves fo its practical and
sanctifving power.  Other causes may give
n temporary comactneas to 3 party; but
the belief of the Truth, and a living union
with its Auther, alone possess an inherent
and durable force of atiraction. Nothing
can form and increase this but = faithful
preacking of the Gospel, and a yprayerful
wratching for its proper effects. The popu-
lar talents, or the discreet and amiable de-
portment of a winister, may for a time
draw people towards him: but, unless his
jistrnetions are drawn fresh from the well
of life, and sparkle with its spirit, the most
fertile invention and engazing deportment
wiil saan cease to charm.  On the contmry,
Divine Truth, prosented even inits stmplest
form, bears the stamp of its own high
origin, is sccompanied with its own pe-
culiar power, is felt to be a pasture ever
green, a fountain springing up unto cver-
Iasting ife.  There are classes of men, it
is trac, and states of socisty, that will not
cniure sound doctrine, 2wl some of namay
be doomod to contend with them: but our
weapon must be the sword of the Fpinit,
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privato conference.n aid of publc minis- twide spread defeetion from the faith of our
tration; he must, as a physician with his Hathers as shall 61 us with dismay and terror
patients, come into contact with individuals | in forecasting swhat account we shali render
apart; he must ascertain their tastes and | of our stewardship, and as shall bring Jown
prejudices, their babits aml chiaracter, their | onthe coming generativnstheterrible judge-
condition in life, the afilictions Jat Lefal ; ments of God. To avert these evils let us
them, and must according to these wodify | with all meekness and perseverance teach
the application of the remedy.  We aet in  publicly and from house to house,—instang
oppotition to all the analogics of nature, tin season and out of scason.
and to all the laws of the human mind, and | T sould nut pass away from this topic
to all the statutes of the kingdom of grace, { without a remark on the benefit that might
if e Jo not treat individual cases, and nd- acerue to the unity and extension of our
minister specific anttawes, and offer special Y(‘hnn:h in this laud front an oceasional ex-
prayer.  Oh, what 2 life of thouglitfulness | position of our peenlinr eeclesiastical polity.,
ought curs to be, to whoin a dispensation | The form of Church government indeed we
of the Gospel is committed ! As we con-  hold to be subondinate to the preaching of
termplate its momentous issue, and underthe | those doctrines revealed for the salvation
ldcpmﬁon of our own impoteace ery out it of the workl; but we held it nevertheless
ifear and trembling, Who is sutlicient for 1o be of much importance, inasmuch as its
these things? let us lsten with cncourage- |, fandamental principles are anthonitatively
ment and hope to the promises of Him who | declared, and as it ensures and perpetuates
ha.h ealled vs to the warfare, * My grace  order in the house of God,  Quw Church is
is sufficient for thee: for My strength s, taking root amidst a mixed popolation, in
made perfect in weakness” , part helonging to other seetions of the Usi-
This hasty glance at the anerovs respon- § cersal Church, but the greater number, we
sibilitics of the Snered Office ought to cu~ fear, searoely within its pale: these are not
force on our observance those domiciliary . informed of our poculiaritics, nor of the
visitations enjoined by ccclesiastical autho- scriptural basis on shich they are founded.
sity, and the familiar catechetical instruc- | Amain. many even af our own people are not
tion, particularly of the young, for whichsutlicendy instructed in those distinctive
they are mainly desigaed.  For, if in the principles of Church onder to which they
! circumstances of the parent church they  profe<s 1o adhere: and farther, there are
have been found useful and necessary. they . uot 3 fore hrought 1p ameng the Presby-
 must be incalculably more so invurs. Nur terian Dissenters of the parent state, welt
' peaple, for the most pard, reside at great seasmed with antipathy agninst certain
‘dis::mm from the house of God : numer- . sarruptious which have erept into the Ex-
fmu hindrances interrupt their regular .i- | sablishment there, who charge us as the
tendance there; they are often resident in | abettars of these corruptions, and with
scttlements where religions ordinances zre | a sinful Jaxity in the administmtion of die-
;much neglected; and we cannot be un- cipline.  To meet such ~ases, and they
aware that too mauy of these who pro-;may all be met in the swne cxpaositian, it
foss to be connceted with us, and who:mizht be well to unfuld the seriptural
’mﬁomﬂy avait themselves of our minis-  fabrie of vur government; to eaplain the
terial services, are themselves very carcless, mnhifications it has reccived, and i capa-

which is the Wond of God, however keen {about spiritual things, and coxlesce with 2 ble of recciving. to suil clacrgent dreum-
their aversion to its double odge. Nor | mournful facility with those who, even ac- jstavces 3 and to demonstzate our freedom
should we ever cease o have a fively con- {cording to the fowest forms of Chrisziau!z’mm every  hindranee, exeept sach as
fidenee in i« power.  God's promise given | profession, have not cven a name to e, human ity every where ereates, that
and God's promise falfilled will sustain it | The necessities of life bring them intadails | should prevent our eatire conforinity, both
Sjaners will be convaricd, saints will be | intercourse, and is it not to be fesned thatyin spivit and form. to Apastalical order.
ofified and united in love.  11is Word will i this intercourse may transform the indif' ) Sach itlustsations are clearly witddn the
accomplish the thing whereunto He has sent | ference of the one into the raated inligion  range of the pulpit, and, wisely and tem-
it. Letus feel its power upan our own  of the other; and that the settler, and kis  pemately  presented, might ooncihate the
hearts, and e shall see move cearly that, family, for whom we onght to watch, may , exteesn even of thaee who think differently
the Gospel is the power of God, 'perisb in that flood of ungodiiness which : fram vs an thissmlgect 3 might preveat the
Bat ministers have nnt done all theirlin many locafitics threstens o swoep [defection of those whe are v danger of
dnty when they have publicly declaned the all avay?  What means 2o effccinal to pre- | cing led astry by the erafty zeal and
Truth, Wemms look foritseffocts injraver , vent sach a cxlwmity as froquent jastoral plausible sophutiv of prosciytvm: and
and b We must not only instruct in | visitation of their remoie and lon-ly dwel- . anght mellfy the woonds by which the
the things of God: but we mudt persuade * fings, and the affectionste instraction of  Prestyterian hedy bis so loag boen en-
men in Chriw’s stead o be meeanciled | the veang in the lessons of Saered Writ, | fechilod.®  Thusolifyingthe bodyof Chiias,
unta God.  In this case the utdity of in-|and the rehearsl of the catechism, and the s .
strurtion  depends whally on its suhscr-ipmisc and prayer by which all are im-1 o T (Wif canem which Inve prerraled the
vieney to porsnasion: and, although the, proeosd with the conscions presenceof Him anien of Predpteriamn in Lanada serm te betle
taster offeed, In so far 3» W Br s:ving}" the allasocing, though unseen?”  Unless want of any wviy sitenz freling oF the daty of
ehauge, can be praduced only by 3 Divine | this lranch of ministenal daty be fabfally , gret Fheeh, e r”:‘;;{;, am ‘;:‘“‘;’:f:?:“‘"’ =
influepee, Fet is this promiol to fithiul ) performed 2mong as, we can expoed nothing Mm;:::f,:::n ";,;ny smang iaien.,
preaching and ferves + joaver. Bat be, who but a growing indifference to xarred Thing | ¢o the spirlinal ambherity which Chrht hix iowi.
woulld thos preach and yray, must lxriag‘among both old and voung, and 2uch 2 1acd i b Church - theatreng prgindices ol sgme
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we fulfil the functions to which wo have
been ondained.

111, We may siow for a moment advert
to another branch of ministerinl duty,—
superintendence and disdpline on the part
of the rulers of the ehurch, also designed
for cdification and unity.  This branch of
our Presbyterial economy wight be ren-
dered much more efficient to this end than it
hes hithertousually pravad tobe, Theduties
snvolved in it are wo generally rolled over
ou the pastor, while the clders, as deeply
responsible as hie for the well-betng of the
flock, render little nure than a nominal aid.
Were the alders, in addition to their own
personal inspuction, to accompany the min-
ister dn his visitations hrough their re-
spective districls, to take an oversight of
the Sabbath Schouls, to visit the sick, to
converse with such as seek the benefit of
seaiing ordinancees, to ustite themselves with
influential members in their respective dis-
tricts for the purpose of inviting and per-
suading the carcless to attend to the things
that belong te their everlasting peace, we
might comdfidently look for greater pros-
pesnsy and enlargement ; the leaven would
more Tapadly ditfuse itsell throughout the
mass until the whole was Jeavened. But

ticolar sections of the Praststeriza family with
which by the cirenmnganors of birth, ar ather son.
dents, Indiciduale have bren eonnemrd ;i fectings
of estrangement, both amany minldaers and peaple,
1omards thow of a &ifleceat braneh of she family,
which separation iteelf, cven withont any vahd
seasan, alwaps exeitesieeand of late there hoy
spratg up a didtinc olntaele, ths prinriples lavalved
ia thn Valaotacr question. Nothing fu the pregont

wpects of Presdytecianism, as they sppear 1 14, |

£zvours the bnpr 1hat thewe ebatacles tall be spresdily
remiaced.  To fufine simultanransdy inte the die
cordant feactintm of 2 larze arvia hizh maral quality
which it nreer pocwnced, 10 pont oot frem the
sarresremindel, in whowm prejudires a0e zenrsalle
srenger than prinoples denaminational prediios
tiams that bave faken 2 firm a hald of them an
Chelstianity iteelf and to nnite within ane fald
went whaose perranal reputsions are sironger than
the charity that ahauld unite them, presnis a
prablem requiring a very straay Fovaugelical Ali.
ance to resoxe. 1) through the desornt of 3 hetter
3336t upen ne, thee abwtacdes te anion were o
mated, the difienltics springlug ont of the valan.
tary dogma would sonn mell asay into thin aic
Nebody pow imagines that there aan be any theng
e an cadnintimal atabinbmol aorahere on
this continent, a1 Ieat within any perind that &t
easnceras us praszically ta sake inte ous view: o

%, even an the ot Gvnurable continzency, the
public fund set apart for the manienanee of Chrie
tanity in Canada, disrable 2 it amonz namer
ows wress, negld rafier tn mauntita cack ameng
vur indeSnitely jnrroning popoltion.  Alreads

the forr Lharches deriving anistanze fom the |

Qlergy Fand are mwce indrbied ta the catribotions
afthtiz porple than tol, and thisalaic of things nill
tantinue 1o incresse,  In sbott, the fanndabion b
153d i this leon for a selfsudainiag Charch, net
for an catnblisbed eme.  Thin Het, howeesr sad it
I 28 those wwho devm an estabiishment evaenlial ta
the highest mianterul offisesy, abouid deprme
1hern ta lower thesr prvtereanss tn (hest prospvens
while it oy serve 1o chieet the brart of the valun.
tary Shat, In thin prisd a1 Jomd, Bk ey adeal wf 2
Chureh seevas vey ext2ain ta be realized,
R
Jone, 1838,
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wa fear & much lower standard of the du-

v also look beyond itself, and consult for the
ties of the Eldership, generally obiaina

well-being of the whole Body.  Were this
meng us; that litthe more is conecived to! principle duly regarded, our congregations
appertain to the ofice than to counsel with s and Sessions wonld be anxions to preserve
_the ninister o special oceasions of disci- | and burnish the links by which we are held
pline, and to aid in the dispensation of the together.  Delegation fromn the inferior to
; 1ord's Supper.—But we pass from this to! the superior courts would not be, as now it
j ubserve that the extension of the Saviour's| 100 often is, omitted. The injunctions of
i hingdom is as clearly 2 branch of the du-! the superior courts would not be so often dis-
tics of the Eldership as the preservation of  regarded.  Our measures, duly supported
its internal purity. The Chureh, though! in every part, would be much more ener-
not of the world, exists in the midst of it! getic and successful than in actual ex-
for the purpose of converting it to the obe- | perience they have proved to be. If
dicuce of the faith,  And, while every in-1 the body be not infused with the vital
dividual member ia hound to direct all his energy of the heart; if the limbs be not
intlacnce to this end, it seoms natural that' moved by that directive organ, the seat of
those who bear rule should more zealousty ! thaught and mution, to what a state of
devote themselves to this work. Wereevery t palsicd powerlessness must the entire frameo
elder, at the close of successive periods of! be reduced ! Under our forms of Church
his stewandship, solemnly to ask himselfs order, Presbyteries and Synod are the cen-
how far he has been fithful in promoting ' tres of deliberation and action. Our peo-
the peace and purity of the church, and ! ple, therefore, should look with aflectionate
how far instrumental in bringing wanderers | confidence to them for the course to be
back to the fold, it might sometimes revive taken in measures connected with tho
a pleasing  recollection, and sometimes: general well-being. 1t is believed that
cheek 2 sinful unconcern. nothing will ever be proposed by the
Wihile, however, we have reason to fear' spiritnal Court that shall not commend
that the sin of our congregational rulers: itself to the pious and cnlightened.  Be it
lies chicly on the side of negligence and i ours, therefore, at the sound of the trumpet
laxity, it may in a few instances, perhaps, ! to go forth to the help of the Lord,
he fouad verging towargs the opposite ex-f It i3, however, not improtalle that the
treme.  Men of narrow views and austere | regard, which it is to be wished onr chureh
tempers are sometimes invested with thelcourts should possess, may not be vielded,
office on account of that good report for!should it strike any consideralle number
ptety which they have obtained. Their! of observers that we are too much occupied
cast of character, however, when its ioflu- ' with te+i2) and unimportant matters—that
cace is not neutralized by botter spirits, our time is ¢onsumed in intemperate and
may prove highly injurious to the useful- tncedless debates—that we are actuated by
uess of = minister and the prosperity of a'a spirit of party—that our docisions are
congregation.  Usnamiable in themselves, 'often unwisemand that even the measures
they pravoke the irvitable and drive away  that are wisely conceived are, throngh de-
the timid.  But, when eanjoined with other ! feiency of united zeal, seldom carried juta
anstere aml Kindred spirits, it proceeds to*successful accomplishineat.  That nane of
au unwarmantable rigour of discipline, to an { these evils have cxisted among us we are
infringementof Christianliberty, to spiritual fnot bold cnough to affirm : that cur juddi-
usurpation and tyranny over God's heri- 1 eatures oconpy that place in the estimation
tage,~—it temls to bring disdphne into of our penple, which is cssential to thuir
contempt, and to dissolve the bonds of , full efficiency, we are doutful.  But, if
Christian hrotherhoad.  Conscquences sueh ' they are ever to atain it, and most unfar-
as these, whether arising from undue laxity, tunate will it be if they de not, cffectual
or rigour, are to be deplored, and should t chreks must be devised to prevent the in-
enfaree the admonition, ** Lay bands sud- ' traduction of unjwofitable and irrelevant
denly on no man” Such only as are, questions, that the time allotted for our
* gentle nato all men, apt to teach, patient, | meetings may not be consumad. in debate
in mockness instructing these that appase  that lead 1o o resalt, or 10 results of vory
themselves "—are fit instruments for the’ trivial moment. The true spiritual char-
odifying of the Body of Christ. "acter of these courts must be fBithfally pre-
IV, But we may now extend our views served, and no question eatertained that
{ to that general eordesiastical jurisdiction on does not clearly fall under this CRICROTY o
which the unity and progress of the Chareh * Yet it muost be confessed that the afirs of
principally depend. life are so complicated that it is ot alwavs
It should nover bo fargolten by our.cnsy to disentanzle the guritual from the
poaple, it should be practically carried out secular,  Individually, and as a church, we
hy cvery Sexsion. that they are only a part are concerned with every pablic question
tof the whole—a member only of the body that by its direet or nemie eomRaquenees
—and that only in connoction with others nay affect the moml welldwing of the
ther conetitute ane charch.  Weile, theres { oommanity.  The duties we owe to the
fore, each congregation should be carceful ! State constitule a vory importan: heanch
of its ovn individual welkbeing, it should " of the Christian mosality, and it will often
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be necessary for us to declare what these
are, and to enforee their observance. What |
need of wisdom and Christian temper
to deal fairly with such subjects! Because |
of them, a body constituted as ours on the |
basis of spiritual parity and freedom, must |
always be sailing on difficult and dangerous |
seas.

We would not,finally,dismiss this subject
without adverting to the higher judicatures
of the Church as forming a bond of con-
nection with the Church Catholic, and a
centre of co-operation in its benevolent
enterprises. The field is the world; the
Universal Church is designed to cover and
reclaim it all. Our part of the work is
assigned to us; let us faithfully fulfil it.
While we are conscientiously attached to
our own standards, and are constrained to
use our humble endeavours to extend them,
and may fondly hope that something very
like them will in the millennial age prevail,
let us carry out our views of duty not ina
spirit of sectarian rivalry, but from the love
of Truth, the love of souls, the supreme love
of Him who died to redeem them. ~ Wait-
ing in hope for the time when an all-con-
trolling regard for Him will heal every
division, let us do our part to hasten it on.
This is the consummation of the Divine
purpose of mercy and love—a purpose
stretching through all tiine, and embracing
every tribe and family of man, Individ-
ually, we ministers, and elders, occupy for
a moment only a little point of the wide
expanse, affected by those who preceded us,
and affecting in our turn those who shall
come after us. But we form, nevertheless,
one connecting link of the far extended
series arranged in the counsels of eternity ;
and we form a false and fatal estimate of
the work God has given us to do, if, by
detaching it from its antecedents and con-
sequents, we should think lightly of it, and
be led to a negligent performance. Our
individual efforts indeed are puny and
fecble ; but they form part, nevertheless,
of that instrumental agency through which
the redemption of the world shall be
achieved. Let us therefore magnify our
office. Nonc more momentous, none more
honourable, has ever been committed to
man, “They that turn many to right-
eousness shall shine as the stars for ever and
ever.” Thelight of the brightest star of our
age is diffused, and to us apparently lost,
in that galaxy of saints and confessors that
belts the career of past time; butcach in
the bright cloud of witnesses that spreads
itself out before the eye of God shines dis-
tinct and separate and honoured : and a
period may arrive when even we shall speed
our way athwart the celestial firmament,
and from the record of the illustrious deeds
of apostles, and prophets, and evangelists,
and pastors, and teachers (of all who on
earth were co-workers with God) may de-
rive an augmentation of that bliss which

is for ever perfect before the throne of God.
# Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
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stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord.”

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

On Thursday, the 18th of May last, the
General Assembly of the Church of Scot-
land met in the Assembly Hall, Edinburgh.

On the morning of that day the Right
Honourable Lord Belhaven and Stenton, who
had heen nominated by Her Majesty as
Lord High Commissioner to represent Her
on the occasion, held a Levee within the
ancient Palace of Holyrood, whicl he oceu-
pied officially.  On the conclusion of the
Levee his Grace proceeded in state to the
High Church, where an able discourse was
delivered on Acts xv. 41, by the Rev. Dr.
Paul, of St. Cuthbert’s, Edinburgh, the Mod-
erator of the previous General Assembly.
After Divine Service the procession was re-
formed, and proceeded to the new Assembly
Hall, Castlehill.

"The Assembly having been constituted by
prayer, Dr. Paul, who occupied the Moder-
ator’s Chair, proposed as his successor in
office the Rev. Dr. Buist, one of the Minix-
ters of St. Andrew’s, and Professor of Ec-
clesiastical History in the University there.
The high encomium pronounced in favour of
that reverend gentleman was amply con-
firmed by Professor Hill and Principal Lee;
and Dr. Buist, having heen unanimously
clected Moderator, was introduced and as-
sumed his official chair.

Principal Lee, as Senior Clerk, read the Royal
Commissian appointing Lord Belhaven, as also the
Queen’s Letter. The latter document expressed sin-
cere regret th t so much distress had prevailed, and
still existed, among the poorer classes in certain parts
of Scotland. Her Majesty was sure it had been
borne with exemplary patience, and she was aware
of the cxertions made to relieve the immediate pres-
sure by means of public and private charity. She
was also convinced that the Assembl!y’s wonted zcal
and activity would be devoted to mitigate andrelicve
their poor and destitute brethren. The other portisns
of the letter were cf the usual formal tenor.

The Lord High Commissioner, addressing the]As-
sembly,said--Right Reverend and Right Houourable,
I have the honour of addressing you as bearer of my
Sovereign’s commands; and I have to present to you
a Royal gift of £2000.” I am, at the same time, in-
structed to call your attention to the propriety of ap-
plying such portion of that sum as you may think
proper in aiding and encoursging young men to preach
the Gospel in Gaelic in those purts of the Highlands
which may stand most in need. In this and in every
other step connected with the spiritual welfure of the
people her Majesty relies with confidence on your
anxious care, feeling assured that all your delibera-
tions will tend to the advancement of those great
objects—the happiness and prosperity of the people.
Right Reverend and Right Honourable, T have only
farther to assure you of my anxious desirc to promnte
your convenience during the sitting of this Assembly
by every means in my power. ) .

The Maderator. addressed his Grace in
reply, assuring him of the satisfaction of the
Asssmbly at his Lordship being again chosen
by Her Majesty to fill the office of Lord
High.Commissioner, of their gratitude to
Her Majesty for Her munificent donation,

and of their care in applying it according to
the Royal wish.

Committees were appointed to draw up
an Address to Her Majesty, and also to
make arrangements for prayer meetings dur-
ing the sitting of the Assembly ; and, though
conversation arose on several subjects, no
further business was then transacted.

The following day, Friday, was princi-
paliv occupied with devotional exercises ;
and no business whatever was entered upon,
except receiving some Committee Reports
on subjects of routine.

The Assembly again met on Saturday,
May 20th, when Dr. Robertson submitted
dralts of Constitutions, Bonds and other legal
documents, as models to assist in the work-
ing of Sir James Graham's Act regarding
quoad sacra Churches, which were referred
to a Committee with power to take the opin-
ion of counsel thereon. The Reverend
Dactor took occasion to remark that there
was a probability of several, perhaps as
many as five, quoad sacra Churches being
immediately erected into parish Churches,
in conformity with the Act referred to.

Sir J. Maxwell, in proposing a Resolution to the
effect that a separate address be presented to Her
klajesty relative to the present state cf the country,
said, that, though there were few preccdents for the
adoption of separate addresses, he yet trusted that
the unusual aspect of the times would justify such
an unusual procecding. Surely, if any constituted
body of people were called upon to rejoice with deep
gratitude at the futility of the wicked attempts lately
made to excite sedition in Great Britain, it is the
Church of Scotland. LRemembering the many rights
and privileges which our Church enjoys under tho
protection—he gloried to say it—of our earthly Sov-
ereign, he asked them who were more deeply inter-
ested in the peace and tranquillity of the land than
the Ministers and Office-bearers of the Church
While the kingdoms of the earth are being overtu-n-
ed, and crowns rolling in the dust, Great Britain has
been perinitied to stand forth in broad relief, a
monument of God’s loving kindness and tender mer-
cy. Surely not on account of any national or indi-
vidual righteousness—not because there were ten
righteous men to be found--but that God has, we
hope, chosen her 1o go forth into the world as the
herald of His truth.  We live in strange times, but
we trust and pray that God may still long spare us
the pcace and tranquillity to dwell every man
under his own vine and under his own fig tree. Of
this he was certain, that none will join more fervent-
ly than the Church of Scctland in the cry of the
priests of cld, ¢ Ged save the Queen.”  The Hon.
Gentleman zoncluded by moving a Resolution to the
effect, that an humble and dutiful address be present-
ed to Her Majesty, expressing the loyalty and
affectionate attachment of the Church of Scotland to
Her Majesty’s person, family, and Government—
their feclings of the deepest regret and indignation
at the attempts which had been Jately made to excite
a spirit of disaffection and insubordination among
Hecr Majesty’s subjects—and their fervent gratitude
to Alimighty God, that through His merey these at-
tempts had only called forth such a public manifes-
tation of unshaken and ardent loyalty to the Consti-
tution as had been made thronghout the country ;
and that an assurance be conveyed to Her Majesty,
that the Ministers and Office-bearers of the Church
would continue to inculcate loyalty to the throne,
and obedience to the constituted authorities of the
realm.

The Resolution, having been seconded by
Dr. Paul, was cordially adopted by the As-
sembly.

The Assembly then proceeded to the consideration
of the following overture transmitted by the Synod of
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Glnsgow and Ayr:—1It is humb]y overtured by , very gra“fy”]g account of the ].\IiSSiOﬂﬂry:

the very Revercnd the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr to | . : fanG . !
the Venerable the General Assembly, to take into labours in this department at Tunis an other

its scrious consideration the wide-spread distress | [0FCIgN stations. The Report was adopied, !
which has long prevailed, and to adopt such meas-: and the thanks of the Assembly given,
ures as to its wisdom may seem most expedient for” throunh the Moderator, to Di. Hunter and
leading the people of this land to humble themselves ! the Commitiee,

under the mighty hand of God, and to lcar I .
righteous:ess ?vhiihhhi;]mcany and g:catjuldbgae:wtrﬁsf The subject of the Bill, which had passed
are so manifestly taching to all classes (fmen.” | th: House of Commons for admitting Jews
Dr. Hill, after referring to the peculiar| to the Legislature, having been brought be-
position of the country, and enforcing !hei fore the Assembly, Dr. Bryce moved thata
words of the wise king,—In the days of | petition against the measure he presented to
adversity consider,”—suggested the appoint- (he House of Lords, and, if nccessary, an
ment of a day of humiliation and fasting in address to the Queen to the same eflect.
accordance with the overture now sub- : This gave rise to some deha'e, but the mo-

mitted.

He was followed by Dr. Pirie and Dr.
Muir, the former of whom proposed the
naming of the second Sabbath of July, and
the latter the issuing, in addition, of a Pas-
toral Address on the subject.

Some discussion arose as to the appoint-
ment of a Sabbath or week-day for the pro-
posed day of humiliation, but ultimately all
the suggestions above given were unani-
mously adopted and a Committee appointed
to prepare the Pastoral Address.

Several applications from Dissenting Min-
isters for admission into the Church were
referred to Committees ; and an appea! from
a decision of the Synod of Perth and Stisling
regarding the legality of a patron’s right to
present to the parish of Bothkennar, was dis-
missed, and the sentence of the Syned
afirmed.

Several other matters of comparatively
litle moment occupied the rest of this
sederunt,

On Sabbath _his Grace the Lord Iigh
Commissioner attended Divine Service in
the High Church ; the Rev. Robert Mit-

chell, of Craig, preached in the forenoon, i
and the Rev. Dr. Keith, of Hamilton, in the |

afternoon. A meeting for devotional exer-
cises was held in the evening in St. Andrew's
Church by appointment of the General As-
sembly, when the Church was completely
filled. ’

Monday, May 22d.—Addresses to the
Queen—first, in answer to Her Majesty’s
letter, sacondly, of congratulation on the birth
of a Princess, and thirdly, expressive of the
most heartfelt and devoted attachment of the
Assembly to Her Majesty, of their deep ab-
horrence at the trezsonable attempts recent-
ly made to subvert the form of policy estab-
lished in the country, and of satisfaction at
the expression of devoted loyalty which had
been called forth in consequence—ivere
submitted by the several Commitiees and
unanimously adopted.

Some discussion took place regarding the
expenses ef management of the Schemes of
the Church, and a Committee was appoint-
ed to enquire into the subject, and to repost
whether any means of reducing the expen-
ses, without impairing the efliciency of the
Schemes, could be devised.

Dr. Hunter, Convener of the Committee
on the Conversion of the Jews, read the
Report of the Committee, which gave a

| tion was carried by a majniity of 112 to 5,
“the minority consisting wholly of laymen.
! The case of Mr. Mackintosh, Minister of
| Burutisland, occupied the evening sederunt
i of that day.
It appearcd from the procecdings that a libel, at
‘ the instance of several of the elders and parishioners
U of the parish, hald bcen framcd against Mr. Mack-
1 intosh, eontaining ninc charges of various kinds,
i including habitual drunkenness, drinking to excess,
| indecent conduct, breach of trust, &ec., which, after
some preliminary proceedings, were found relevant
by the Presbytery of Kirkealdy at a meeting on the
20th August, with the exception of the first count.
Appeals having been talken against this judgement,
the case was carried to the Synod of Fife, where a
discussion took place on the preliminary point of
citation, which Mr. Mackintosh alleged to be infor-
mal, when the Synod resolved that it had already been
setthed in the Presbytery, where no appeal had been
taken in regard to it, and therefore proceeded to hear
other appeals in the case.  The next appeal by Mr.
i Mackintosh was agaiust certain evidence which had
i been taken and kept in refentis before the relevancy
i of the libel had been considered or proved, on the
i plea that the witnesses were about to proceed to In—
(dia.  The Synod also dismissed this appeal, and
i having considered the appeal against the judgement of
{ the Presbytery finding the libel relevant, it was also
{ dismissed,and the sentence of the Presbytery affirmed,
lwhen Mr. Mackintosh protested and appealed 1o the

! General Acsembly.

. Council having been heard and the mat-
lter discussed at some leng'h, the following
deliverance was adopted :—

¢ The General Assembly direct and cmpower the
Preshytery of Kirkealdy to proceed with this case,
and to pronounce Jjudgement, notwithstanding any
asprarances and appeals which may be taken by
the party, or complaints by any members of the
Presbytery and Synoed—it being understend that in
the event of such appeals or proceedings of the Tnfe—
rior Court they shall be subject to the review of the
rext General Asscmbly, that the case may be finally
disposed of according to the laws of the Church.”

2t the sederunt of Tuesday, May 231,
the Report of the Committee on India Mis-
sions was read hy Mr. Veitch. The Report
i set out by stating that the work of missions was
. prosecuted in India with great vigour and success.
i [n Calcutta, where the establishment of the Mission
| was only lately completed, the fruits were already
L beginning to appear.  In eonsequence, however, of
; the conversion of one of the natives a_great excite~
I ent had been caused amongst the Hindoos, and
the Mission Schosl had lost about a hundred and
fifty pupils, At the examination ot the close
of the year ending in January last, however, the
institution had 718 pupils, and 892 were enroll-
ed.  The Report then alluded to the loss which
the Church in India had sustained by the return of
Dr. Charles to this country. The personal kindness
and hospitality of Dr. Charles had been of great
value in cheering the missionaries. Mr. Meiklejohn,
however, had resumed his labours before Dr. Charles

left. The Committee had learned that the institution
had opened this year in February with upwards of
00 scholars, and that there was & prospect of a lar-
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ger sttendance this Year than during the past. At
Madras, the Report spoke highly of the labours of
Mr. Grant. At the last examination of this institu—
tion there were, between boys and girls, the number
of 400 pupils present. In this quarter the Mission
had to regret the departure of Lord and Lady Tweed~
dale, whose presence had exercised a most wholesome
influence on socicty there. At Bombay last year
there had been 120 pupils ; this year there were
300 ; but there was no decided proof of any conver-
sions. At Gospara there were eighty pupils. The
Report then alluded to the labours of the Ladies’
Association for Female Education.. Two native
females had been baptized in September last. The
Report concluded by carnestly calling attention to
the circumstance that there were two hundred par-
ishesin the church subscribing nothing whatcver to
the Mission. !

‘The Rev. Dr. Charles, from Calculta, then ad-
dressed the Assembly in a speech of great length and
eloquence, replete with interesting details.  The
Rev. Doctor referretl to the circumstance that the
missionarics were now held in higher commendatian
than they .used to be; they were rot merely raised
above persecution, but were regarded as benefactors
and promoters of moral and social advancement.
The Rev. Dr. warmly urged the Church to send
more missionaries to India j and said that the three
ordained misstonarics stationed at - Calcutta, as. st
present, were inadequate 10 accomplish the important
work assigned them ; and that matters in Bombay
and Madras were in a similar position. He concluded
by stating that there never was a greater prospeet of
success than at present in India, as there wus now o
desire for cducation, while the influence of caste was
fast disappearing.

Dr. Crombie of Scone, scconded by Mr. Dunbar
of West-Kirk, then moved that a vote of thanks
should be given to the Commiitee and their Convener,
AIr. Veitch, and that a similar compliment should
be paid to Dr. Charles{ur the able and cloquent
address which he had delivered to the Assembly.

Dr. Crombie’s motion havieg passed, the
Assembly adjourned till the evening.

When the Assembly again met, the Ren-
frew case was hrought beivre the Venerable
Court. The circumstances of this case may
be gathered from the proceedings of the
Synod of Glasgow and Ayr, on the 11th
April last, from which the appeal was made.

Parties havinz been heard acd removed, it vwas
moved that the Synod affirm the scntence of the
Preshytery of Paisley, of the 20th February, 1848,
declining o hear the agent of Mr. James Gray Wood,
minister of Renfrew, whose resignation of his charge
of that parish had been accepted on the 2d February,
1848 ; and in respect that the record bears a letter
from Mr. Wooid to the Presbytery of Paisley re-
tracting his resignation, and containing allegations
of his having been concussed Lo resign his charge, re~
mit 10 the Presbytery of Paisley to investigate into the
truth of these allegaticns, and report the cate to the
ensuing General Asscmbly. It was also moved that
the Synod diemiss the complaint ond 'appcal 5 find
it was the duty of the Presbytery of Paisley to allow
Mr. Wood a full explanation of the circumstances
under which he sent in to that Fresbytery a letter
demitting his charge 5 and remit to the Presbytery to
investigate the whale peculiarities of the case, and
report the same to the General Assembly for their
adviee or decigion. It was agrecd that the state of
the vote should be first or szcond motion, and, the roll
having been called, the second motion was carried. .

Appearance having bheen made on behsl{
of the appellant, Mr. Wood, of the Presby-
tery and of the Synod, the following motion

was unanimously agreed to— )

¢ That the General Asscmbly reverse the judge-~
ment of the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr in as far as
that judgement sustains the validity of the procedure
of the Presbytery in accepting the resignation of Mr.
J. G. Wood, and instruct the Presbytery to prosecute
the case on the original letter of resignation accord—
ing to the rules of the Church; and,as it appears from
the record that intimation of the judgement of the
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Preslytery was ondered to be wade to ths patron,
this judgement is dirccted to be also intimated w
hige.”?

The caze of Kinloch Rannoch was nexi
called.

Twelve charges against Mr. DMeIntyre,
the Minister of that panish, accusing him of
drunkenness and frequent neglect ot pulpit
and lmrorhial duties, were Lisugnt before
the Presbyiery of Weem, and after due
examination nine ¢, them were declared
by the Presbytery to be proved.  Mr. M¢In-
tyre appealed to the Syuod, and, on that
body sustaiming the judgement of the Preshy-
tery, to the General Assembly.

Argument having been led by the Coun-
ecl for the Preshytery and the appellan,

Dr. Hill said, he did not think the Assembly would
entertain much doubt as to its finding. They had only
to consider the case on s merits, and it was but
too clcar how they must decide. e felt deeply the
responsibility of his situation.  §t was indeed a pain-
ful duty in baving to pronounce deliverance on such
z case. It was prinful i every point of view.  Mr.
MeIntyre had bo-ne an excellent character till within
these few years; but, alas? he had fallen into habits
whici were not Leeoming the office of the Hols Min-
istry~  Afler some further most fecling and impres-
sive remarks  Dr. Hil maved that the Assembly dis-
1uss the appeal, and aflirm the decision of the Synod.,

Dr. Lee sugzested that it would be better for the
Asscmbly itself tn pronaunce the sentence of depasi~
Uon, which swas agreed .

The Moderatnr then requested Dr. Muir to offer
up prayer, which having been doncin 2 most fervent
and solemn manner,

The Modcrator pranounced the sentence of depo-
sitinn against Mr. MIntyre in the formula preseribed
by the Church.

The Asscmbly then adpumed.

The proceedings on Wednesday, the
24th, commenced with the Report on the
Colonial Sclicre 5 and, as this s a matter of
more peculiar mterest 1o ourselves, we give
a more extended account of what then took
place than we have done with what pro-

ceeded.

Dr. Clark, Vice-Convener of the Colanial Com-
mittee, read the Report of ther operations fur the

<t year, which bezan by stating that, though little
I:d heen done compared wath the wiches and wants
of thear destitute brethren in the Caolonices, the Com-
mittee were persuaded that the Church and country
had become more aline to therr obhizations with re-
ward 10 that nteresling sphere of missionary exer-
ton.  In purmiance of the authonty granted them
by the last General Assembly, the Commitiee pro-
cecdud immediately to make the necessary arrange-
ments for the departure of 2 recond deputation to the
North Amencan Proninces, conmsung of the Hev.
Mr. Fowler, Ratho ; the Rev. Mr. dStmensen, Dal.
ry; and the Rev. Mr. Macintosh, Aberdeen, who
sailed for ther destination in June la«t, 2nd netum-
«d 1n health and sfety i October. They were
mo cordaalls weleomed in cveny district which they
visited, and cvery opportunity of preaching the Gos-
i}, and of acqunng wformation regarding the ob-
Jeets of thar misston, was cagerly embraced by
them, and would prove of the utmost value o the
Church in the proscculion of her Chrstian enter-
fwise.  From Canada the apolicatians for tmimsters
and misnonases conunued to be namerous and ur-
sent, therr mahlility to supply which haa occanoned
sauch regrel 10 the Commtice, wh, however, were
willing and anxous In cngage 2 number of Licentiates
tn priceed thither for a2 limited pennd, and after-
wanls bmng them home, should such be tharr desire.
With regard tn the Clergy Reserve Fund, the Com-
mitlee wete nol in 3 stuaton 10 repast upnn ot
at present , and {rnm New Braasmmek, Novz Scota,
and Cape Breton, the same demands for sparitusl supe
pliez were anmnady urged.  The Kepart thenad-
sericd to the state of matters wn S1. Vineent, Lirenz-
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alrsady obtajucd land fur that purposc, which, as th
country  became more populows, would certainly
befere the Asscmbly fast year, had been removed | Frm no inconsiderable endowinent in thetscyes,
from the charge of his foriner parish un o represens | With referance o the Clergy Bosorves, they Lad
tation to that effeet made to the Colunial Seeretary. | proved a groat oot (o ther inistors. sed e une
The racancies in that Coluny were at present s der the manaeese .2 .5 Comtnatoners appantited by
numcrous, hanever, that, ifuot speedily < ilusd, ' the Syuod of Casada, subgeet to the appraval of the
there was a danger of theis temg supplicd by Epis- | Guvernor-Genernl. Ou the suligeet of Queen’s Cole
conel Clireymen, and the charges lust to the Pres- lege, Rangston, the Deputatson reported that st had
byterian Church.  After deteiling some other juants, be nestablished by funds partly raised i ths cuuntny,
the Report stated that grants had been made during | but chictly by subscriptions obtained in Canada; and,
the year t the extent of L£1200. The income dur- having received the Poval Charter, it obtamed the
ing the same period amounted o £4293, which ex- 1 usual pravdlese of confernng degrees in davimty,
ceeded the sumn realized last year by £903, though wedicing, and lan. It pronused to produce a cons
it was 20 be borne in mind that the revenue of ths | sderable supply of well-tramned young men fur the
year haid reccived the advantage of two etransdss - mimstry, and also of teachers of a superior onler,
nary collections. The Repert concluded by calling | for whim so great a demand custed. “The Collese,
upon the Assembly 10 use every avalabie means | however, had been snobved m difficulues, fram
with the view of bringing the subject befure the Pres | whieh 1t bad not vet excaped, sshich they could not
byteries of the Church, in order that the attentsun of aserbe t the incfhaency of the Professors, who
young men might be directed to that important field | combined learninz and ety and an excmplary en-
of missionary enterprise  Dr. Clerk then remarked | erzy, with the true desire of rendeang themaehes
that, while the Committec was deeply sensible of the  uscful to the Church and the eountry.  Lhe difficul-
hanour conferred vpon them, there was one painful jties arvse chiefly foom the want of confid nce n the
circttinstance conneeted iith the discharge of ther permanency of the institation, and hupes were held
duties which the Committee decply regretted. name- | 0ut 1o th i of snarmg m funds which the Synnd of
ly their inability to respond to the very urgent ap- ! Canada and the Cullege were prrsuaded they were
peals addressed to them. The Asscmlly, too, had : legally entitled to. - These brgueshad been alteruately
very properly and very wisely appoititzd a Cominit- | raised and depressed; and, when the Deputation were
tec to consider if the exy s connected with the i Canada, a proposal made for the final dispasal of
management of the Schemes might not be in some  the matter by an annual zraut of £1990, in the
measurc diminished.  He appealed o their wisdom nawme of salanes to the Profussors, had (ailed from
and their compassion whether or not they should also  the change that occurred m the Gov- roment there.
appoiht & Committee to ascertain by what mcan< the  The resignatton by Dr. Liddell of the uffice of Prin-
great amount of labour connected with them might cipal had proved a severe loss to the College; but,
be reduced. (Applause.) The Reverend Doctor , though the dutficulties apocared 1o e very geeat, it
then zaid that he presumed the Assembly would re- © was the conviction of the Deputation that they werc
ceive the Report of the Deputationto North America. | not insurmountable, and that patience and persever-
Mr. Fowler, a member of the Deputation,then read |, ance might evercutne them all. It was Zealfhymg to
the Report, which stated that their instructions em- ' stat= that the attendance of students at the last <cs-
braced the following points on which they were de- *sion of the College had been oae-fourth moge than
sired to obtain authentic information:—1. The 'during the prrcchm;: anc 3 and, upon the whole, the
actual destitution of the means of grace among their  Deputation respretfully and carnestly submateed the:
cxpatristed countrymen ; 2. The mcans of education  clanns of the infant mistitution to the mos? favausable
cxisting among them ; 3. The progress made in obs eonsideration of the General Assembly. The Report
tairing glebes i connection with their churches in enncluded by reconuacidiug the cmployment of
Canada ; 1. The state of the Clergy Reserves ; and 5. younz men far a lunsted tanc in the columtes, and of
Position and prospects of Queen®s Callege, Kingstan. | Gacke preachers for the cungregations which nere
The first province which they wicited nas Nova 'a-~quamted with that language, with vanoeus other
Scotia, at the capital of which (Halifax) they landed  important sugzestinns.
on the 13th Junc, and had a conference with ther Dr. Ulark intimated that Dr. Machar, onc of the
brethren there, and with a large number of the mem- | Professors i Queen’s Calleze. Canada, had arred
bers of the Iy Association, to whom the Church 1n thes countrs. and had gust entered the iouze. He
was under zreat oblizations fur thar able and zeal- | wassure the Aesembly nould be Rajpr to hear an
ous cxertians in its behalf, snd Gur their sohcitude | address from him.
for the spiritual condition of their ('cllr-w-x-mznu'yrm:n.l Dr. Machar, after exprescing the pleasure with
They subsequently visiled many distrcts in succes= which he had htend Lo e Rejurts that had been
sion, in which, notwithaanding the destitution which ' rrad, <ard, Maderator, the state of the churches 1n
has so long prevailed among them of the means of the North Ameniean Colanes 13 no binzer the un-
gr=ce, the people generatly romained faithtul tn the ' kuona thing st used o be. The deligates sent forth
Chureh of their fathers. The Deputation were of | by 30u, as they were accurate obseners of vur cons
opinion that at least fifteen additional labuurers were ditim, sn have they praned txmsclves fathful and
immediately required for the supply of thow destitute ' camnest reporters tpan it. instfmuch that we cannot
districts in Nowa Scotia aline.  In Cape Bretan, ' donbt that a degree of <vinpathy. hitherio unfelt, has
which was next visited, 2 vast relizious destitution  been awakenat in the esams of the peple of Scnte
everywhere existed; and in Prince Edwand’s Island, 'land on behalf of thar expatnated countrymen 1
a great propartton of the population of which were | the West.  This 1va great relief Lo me under the
from Sentland, there was only one minister in con- [anmnus ferhnze with which 1 venture to address
accunn with the Church. “The Deputation thea pri- Ilhu \enerabile A&ombly, < it delivers me (rom tha
cecded 1o New Brunswick, where the hist of vacan- | appr hensan lest the cause which 1 seek 1o plead
cies wax very large, and afterwands viated Canada, !:hm:ld be uigured, 1nstead of bring advanced. by the
1n the principal ciics of whichthey preached 0 large  frebleness of my advocacy. It were altugether an
zudicaces, and addressed public_mecungs.  The 'inevensble omiadon if 1 did not embirace this oppor-
Synod of Canxda was sitting 3t Toronto when the  tumity of acknowledging the Lindness of the Assem-
Deputation visited that place, and they reccived from ' bly 1n sending to ux nce and azam a drputatron of
the members of that botry tokens of their docp attach- , their number 4o see hon twe Jid. I wae 3 dewign
ment to the Church of Scotland, and sl much Conceived m the zenmne sunt of Christian henenr
valuable information.  Oa the subjeet of cducation | lence. thus e ascertain by persenal obrervation cur
the Deputation found that Sabbath schools were 1n | sctual conditon, th assure us of yoar fraternal re-
operation in connection with almost cvery con-  zand, to sympathize math us under wur destitutem,
gregating, in ahich, zencrally speaking, the system ' and i cheer us mith the hope of hetter dave. | bear
pursaed was effective and orderly. Wath rnd (0 00 eammicsion fm the Syood of Canada to the
the week-day schonls, the quality of education was, :('hurrh of thus land—the arcumdances under whyeh
for the moust past, defective, and was 1o be asertbhed ‘ Lieft Canzda did o0t permit iy secesning thas; but
to the wantala preliminary seminary of a suffaently sore 1 oam that Tam safe—that 1 venture wpn
hizh order for the qualification « £ teachers fex thar :mlh:n;; bt what mny brethoen would wash me todn,
duts.  §n conncction mith the subjert of glebe lands, 1l only they could trust that 1 should dn 1t wan
the Depatztion reportod that many congregstions had  sufficient encsgy and wanmin—whon, 14 the natne o f

ds, wud Jamaica; and, with reference to Dritlsh
Guiana, statcd that Mr. M*Lellan, whuse case wus
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the whole Canadian Church, T thank the Asscrubly | the S5t munds, and it is an unnceessary one. The
for sendding W us those excellent wnd #ifcd wumsters | suggestion hins been thrown out n this land, and by
who had vidtesd wm. S0 one n deep and Iasting [ wang i the colonies it is regarded as au cxcellent
Gebt 01 grattude trothe Asscambly fur concening the | one. Let the young inen who go forth to the work in
desizn of sending them o us, 10 themsedves for 5o the colowes go for a few sears.  Let the Church,
Luuﬁy undertaking the mussiog, and to therr geople | when she sendsthem o us, give the fullest opportu-
for being witling to be deprived for st ennsadeesble ity to return. Lot her assure them that a period of
» time of their valuable manstrations, And now that | service abroal will b o barrier, but rather a facih-
therr visits of Jose 0 us are past, st must surc Iy be (v and o recemnmendation to their entering into the
tifying to the Church here to be assured by thow, tunistry at home.  Would the Church of Scotland
who bare had the best opportunity of abee rang, that ; sulfer duinage by an arrangement of this kind ?
these visits have been attended with the happest re- ; Would they be Tess fitted for the discharge of the
alts.  Your mimsters were able, Wruugh thor | mumstey i their natue land, whose love to the souls
calm and luad exposition of the questions whuch of theie deatitute countrymen abroad had made them
had unhappily azmtated Scotlaud, to temore from , withing for aseason tn do the work of Evangelists in
the winds of penpfv much ingurious mrapproiwnsion | Caleutta, or Canton, or Quebee 7 But h:u.c you
ting the positen of the Church of their fathers. | 1o means m Canada, it will be asked, of raising up

They cheered the hearts of their bretloen s the  fur yourselhies 2 patve ministry—the only cffectual
munistry by thesr ant satng presence 5 they helped | way of thoroughly providing for the administration
dem much by their qudicious ecunsed. Tiey - of the onimances of seligion in any countey 7 We
renived the fainting spirits of many a destitute and [have.  We look to Queen's College o raise up in
alinost despunng congrezation. And coming among |, duc time such a mimstry as can alone thoroughly
us, ax they did, 1 the fulness of the blessings of the | supply our wants.  This institution, however, has
Gespel of peace, and nut confining their Tabours to hud nany formidable difficulties to contend with.
our populous cities, but penetrating, in spite of | If regard be had o the ineficient condition of our
every obsiacle, into the most sequestercd ~ettlotnent< preparatory schoals,its establishment  was somenhat
wheie they could find a peuple 10 wisan they could |, prematere. Your unhappy ceclesiastical divisons,
address the message of saliation, we cannat donbt  so zealously intrduced atnong us, inflicted a blow
that the haud of the Lond was with them, and that  upon it, wiuchn ats infant state it wasill able to
there will be snany hereafier who <hall rise upaond call, eare And it nasdosmed to suffer yet suore seiverely
them blessed. Vo their brethren in the mimstry, as I ' by losing from the rauks of its Professors such men
have said,the visits of Jour Deputations nee feauzht |8 Mr. Campbell of Caputh, and its late respected
with the most anportant benefit 5 and yot, m e, Principal, Dr. Liddell.  But, tried as it has thus been,
ticular, thar yats have temded W incnease our at set survises, nay, and begins W cxhibit symptoms
dificullics and embarrassments.  As they hase tild | of vigorous life. ‘Through the indefatigable cxertions
youthey nere evervivhese met by the anvinus inquiny, “of Professors Williamson and Romanes—both of
“ Can you do nothung t scod us minstor< to breah | them hnown hese as men of distinguished ability and
for us the bread of Ife U7 Ta our Prestyteries ths schulartup—its la-t Scssion was more prosperous
ery had previonsiz been addressed with affecting | than any precedingone ; snd its present, 1 am happy
carnesiness, but, smee the awakemng vsits of thne | to tdbyou, is nore prosperous still, exhibiting an
Deputations. it ha< been adidressed 1o us with (ar  incrcase w the number of its students, out of t\fxich,
more frequency and caruestiess an ever 5 and sull | so far as we can now ascertain, twelse are likely to
the reply we must make to it is such as o pans us | study for the Mnistry. It has hithesto enjoyed the
1o give. S we have nather mituster nor mission- - hberality and fustering care of the Assembly 3 and
2y to seud 10 the destitute pevple whe look wp to | these. we trust. wall be conlinued for the present—
us 3 still we wmust sead thew away withnut any defi-  will not be withdrawn until we are able from other
pite asturance of thar erying urcessities being soun | sources, as we hope eoon o be, 1o get it adeguately
reievedl. But shallthis sad state of tiengebe sutfired * and permancat], endowed.  But, whethes aided by
tn continue 37 Must =0 many of our people still be | youur not, the Canadinn Presbyicrians in connection
keft to wander as sheep without a shepherd, 3 nan | wath you, viesanz its continuance as eseentizl to
canng for thar souls 1 Now that the bretten, whe , ther permancice as a rehigious bedy, are determined
came 16 vint uy, have returned 0 tell of wur destitu- to carry 1t on; and under the Divine blessing they
tions, and their surning and cloquent appeals in our trust o sec 1t become a blessing 10 the country in
behalf hare goac forth wto crvery hamlet asd habitas ' zenerzl, as well as an offectual means in particular
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worsy than an infidel.”>  They ere a people, as your
Deputatans can witness,w ho still cherish the warnnest
regard towands the Church of Scotlaud, and who
will not believe that she will continue indifferent to
the infelicitivs of their situation.  Shall their love to
you not be reciprocated 2—ar <hall their hopes from
suu bie suffered to darhen down intn despair 7 They
are n people whore spintual destitution, after all
that has been done to lay ot open, is but imperfectly
camprehended. Whes at Halifax a few days ago—
(I would have it go forth to the preachers and stu-
dents of this Jand, that America can be reached as
caaly as London _could have been a short tine aga)
—uhen st Halifax, on my way to this country,
learnt that there are in that Presbytery but four
ministers to thirty thousand peaple  Among a
pulation of thirty thousand ona narrow surfaca
our ministers conld do ~omething ; but what can
they do ameny that number, scattered over such a
territory as is comprised in Nova Seotia, Cape
Breton, and Prince Edward Island 1 And this is
but a sampie of the state of things amoug your
brethren who hase sought an asslum beyond the
Atlantic. “They are a people wha, if now duly cared
for and gatherad i, naght prose the seed of a future
glorious harvest; for none can look at those vast
and fertile regions where they huve s tiled, and not
perecive that they are destined to occuyy an influens
tial position amung the nations of the arth, and that
the influcnces that are in these days brought to bear
upon them must be mighty for good ar for evil.
Meanwhile, we cannat hide it from you, they stand
on slippery places; they are exposed o the most
dangerous influcices. The want of ordinznecs is
producing its natural conscquences among them with
a rapidity only 10 be helieved by those who have
witnessed its operation.  Error is rife and rampant
among our population, and experience has shown
that even Scotchinen are not proof to its seductions.
There are masses of Romanism existing in the midst
of us; and 1 have met with instances of those nwho
came forth {rom you with an abhorrenee of that cor-
rupt system, becoming from custom reconciled to
it, and sinking fast intn o state calrulated ta render
them an casy prey W its zealous and  indefatigablo
priesthood.  How can we endure 1o see the destruce-
tion of vur prople 7 These are things xhich irmesisti-
bly urge us o resstate our case 1o ynu, to reacw
our applications, to raterate our appeals, to =ay,
Come and help us, and come soon.  Much time has
already been lost, and delay now must be disastrous
in the extreme.  The visits of your Deputations haze
donc much to keep apen an access for the Church to
the hearts of her exiled children.  You might sull

uan of tus fand of Giopel light amd prvilege, may
we wol at lenzth cxpert to see a band of willsug
labourers minding themselses for the wark of gy
fosth into thase ficlds of whuch 1 speak fieldewn wiite
unto the harvest, aud where the hope of gathenng
frat untes lfe clenal avso great T dlall the cry
frum the West, ** Uaar iver and help as 7 secanded
3t it now 15, came Lo the halle of thus land, and g
forth to its Preshytenies.and vet (il todran from any
of its preachers and students the pespanee, ¢ Heer 2in
Laendme ! Jhic Uhureh of England bas sts misa: a:ae
ries 10 the Colomes, eanng for the waels af Uresd win
lase onne forth tromits bovam , and w0 have the
Aethndiste; amed 8o have the Reman Catholics,
Shall the young men of the Church of Seatiand alane
be deaf o the entreaticsof thar expatiated countny -
men, and e found preferring shactim 2t bome o
caploymeat stwoad 1 The Jove of country may
glow warmly within therr basams 1 we wauld not
wid 10 xee that pasuon quenched in them; at wauld
zugur il Jor the suceexs of theat tamstry, were they
oen of aaul 50 dexd as a0t 1o turm with Candaces tn
thair own, thar natne land.  But, afer ail, would
the Jand, to which we would attract them, seem o
themn so much fa fortazn land T They weuld find
1t the samc racee, the «amne language, the same arctiine
Lons, the same manners and hatte; they wauld yet
fodn it 2 people who weuld give them zn anlent
welonme ; who would tacnfice larzely of their sub-
sance far thear <upports who would Irave nnthing
uadane which they enuld do to pramate ther comf it
amd happunexs.  But bet themnnt be subperted to the
tmal of thmbing, when they come to ae, that they are
song inte perpetusd cxle. Thivas a hasd tnal to

of supplning an cducalod ministey to their Church.
, But tus last beneflt must be the work of time.  As
. we are determaned 10t to Joswer, but to uphold the
standand of education for the ministry, itis evident
that years must <l clapse before we can plant
, churches and manisters in our destitute localities.

e them—strengthenmg in them the things that re-
main, that are ready to dic; but yet a hitde while,
and it will be too late.  The tide of which you might
haie taken advantsge will have receded 5 and, ifhelp
shall arise o ue, 1 will be from annther quarter
than the Church of Scotland, who will have excluded

; Aud whither, fathers and brethren, can we meanwhile

herself fram the hanour and the reward which might
Jdenk bt 1o you—tbe Church of our fatherland 1

have been hers. | hare trespasacd too long on your
Are not nur elaims upon you bath many and strong 1 i time. (Na, no 3 200n.) One word more, and 1 have
‘1t bas often beeu matter of wonder *o many thata ' donc.  The Church in Canadatakes a lvely interest
,warmer nterest and a hivelicr sympathy have not' in al) that concerns the Church of Scatland 3 and it
hesetofore beers anakened 10 behall of Canada, as | is charminz to us ta =oe maong Fou so many tokens
cumpared with other secnes of your missionary under- | that our zreat Head s nnt casing you off. We
takmgs.  Truc, our Western land is devoid of those | rejoice in all those noble enterpnises of Christian
rumanlc associations which ching around the climes | philanthenpy a0 which you are engaged, and pray
of the Fast. Ity endless and unvaried foresly, unas- | that they may be crosvned with suceess.  But, amidst
sociated with 3 stigic himane recollection, present ! all your benevolent Schemes, the Colonial, as we
nuthinz to cnchain imagaation like the scenery | deem, cnbracing, as 1t does, the cternal good of
where the Ganges rolls its sacred waves, or Jugger- | your cnuntrymen, your panshioners, your ncar kins-
,nauth Lfts ats fretied and fiowning towers. Uom- ' m-n aceording 10 the flesh, accupics the foremost
rared wath India, the scones to which we seek to! rank. l.et thar oy for ad be no morcunheard. No
.draw your altention ara but tame aad aninteresting. | longer hide ynunelies from your own flesh. Let me
But who arc they that posple these sernest They | baseech you. when you go down o your Presbyterics
are dour own pe ple 3 they are, incntly, bone | and your panshes to labour long and camestls tn do—
«of yuur bone, and flesh of yoar Qesh.  The ashes of | liver us by giving uspastorsin the hour of need to focd
their forcfathers repose tn the churchyards af this | our untended and famirhing flocks , and, whether it
Jand ; and they themselves atill secal witha fond {be that  “ peace™ ahall yet contiaue tn “be
dihizhi the arvx when th y wonshipped with you in ! within - your walls, and progenty within your
the satne aanctuanes, v+ J wt around the mme com- | palares’” ar whether 1n these davaal eonvuldon
muntn tblex.  and shall the spiritual welfare of and change, sour vl tme be sizh, it will be no
thaw 30 nearly allied to you not eng your fint grid of heart to you that vou apenetd your cars o
concern?  1f it s =ud tnus, “ Preach the Gaspel to the ery of the neody, and drerw dawn upan your heads

vy creature;’? tas also xud, < I any provide
‘put for tus own, he hath denisd the faith, and is

““the “bleming of thein that were ready {0 perish.™
Nr. Campdbell, Caputh, Dunkeld, as onc who fie
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ten years had labourcd in Upper Ceneda, pleaded
camestly in behialf of our countrymen there, and
conciuded by moung that the thauks of the As-cnliy

be conveyed to the Comencr of the Colonial Cow- |

iitlee, us well a3 to the Deputauun; and that the
Report be approved of and printed,

Captain E. Dalrymple suggested that,if tha Church
resohed, mthe case of vacencies w S tlend, to 2ane
a prefercnce o students and preachers whv had
devoled some years in Brti-h North Amersea and
other distant countrics, there would 1ot be o nuch
difficulty experienced n finding labourcrs for the
Colonics.

Dr. Piric recommended that the connection of the
Church with British Guiana shuuld be revived, and
tome ministers zent thither ; and also that paruciial
associations m behulf of misnons should be fonacd 19
cach parish throughont the Church.

Dr. Hill s3id that in the Thewlogical Bull of the
Uuirersity of Glasgow there was a very strong fecl-
ing m favour of Missiuns abroad, and that in the
course of last year myaires were frequently e
by, students respecting Lae terms v, whach they wuuld
be reccived to be sent our.

Professor Robertson said it had been long felt
that, in making appeals to congrezutions for collee-

tivas, the indoviduals were Yoft 1 2 great measure |

uninterested in these missicr.s. 1t nas & defect not |
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related to the Colonial Schicre, should be transmitted
i by the Moderator to Principal Macfarlane f Glas-
gow, alung with the congratulations of the house,
that he was #till spared in the enyoyment of compar-
atne good health to hear of the prospenty of that
" sekeme which he had been 20 aghly instrumental in
originating.
» ‘The propozal was at once agreed to.

On the motiva of Prucipal Lee an overture, pray-
ing thet the mecing of the Asscmbly should be fixed
ata time more convenient than at present, which
mterfenad vath the tesn of Whitsunday,was rematted
to a small Commatice, to consult with the Lord High
Commisiuner, znd report.

Mr. Muir, Cunvener of the Committee on
the Education Scheme, read the Annual
Report—

The number of Schools maintamed i the High-
ands was 1203 in the Lowlands, G1; by the

- Ladics® Gacelie School Society, 20; ‘makmg 2 total
of 203 schouls.  Frem the returus of 163 schonls
itagpeared t at the avaiuge adendai ce of -cholars

. was 78, The Commiltee eontinted 10 receive many

picasing reports of the great blessings which these
schouls conferred 5 but thry were under the lamen -
table necissity of nfusicg mauy must urgent and
ofl n dmpassiuncd applications f.r a.ud in districts

necessarily adsing from the consbtulion of the , Where such scho s were much wanted.  There had
Church. but which certmaly cid characterize it to a | leca & dismnpution «f the funds collected frem the
ccrtain oxtent, that the members were 1a the Lhurch congre gaiiugls daring the poast year, but there was
but mut of 1. Church.  Muw the great olyect thay e ucresse in the uumbgr of pans_l_:i:; that collected,
would be attained by cxrryieg vut the suzgestia of | the nutrler in 1947 having bcau': 70, aud this ycar
D: Piric was, that ectery commuciant in our , 824 As 1> the ceadilion of the Normal Institutio.s,
pacishe: would conie to hate 2 personal and heart~ !'the Committee was ha: py Lo report that they con-
eIt interest in the progress of the Schicmes.  He was | tneed to wark vigorously awll sa'_xsl’qclc:nl_\. The
quite watisfid that, s far from baving « Llained a, fact, howerer, of the Glasgow It stitetion nul havng

mazimum of the Church’s supgort of the ~chotmes,it
would be fouml not o reach a tithe of wiat the peo-
ple of Scotiand might contnibate ; aye, and coutr.-
bute with the grealest advantage to thetsdhes—an
adsantaze u0t greater ahrad than that uiech .t
wouldreflect at home.  He thaught, howeser, ti.t
they should look to Canada to rear up ininisters fr

itself 1t was impasble fur such extensive coluings -

to rely for supphies of the means of grace wpan.
this country.  But, if our young wmen would
cmploy thumsches in the Colonies for three or four

years, he thouzht that .u making appointments an |
Scotland they shouid prefer those, and thus, withoat )

decreasing the supply at home, the Church i ght
also well supply the waats abroad.

Dr. Muir thought that catechists aud well quali-
fied schuolmasiers should be sent out, anid that the
Colonal Comnutiee should hasve ther zcalous atten-
tion dirceted to - this muans, in providing wiuch the
Normal Seminarizs woald be fouznd of great sertier
llc kad clways thouzht that Queen’s Coileze nad
been preaaturely establisacd 3o Cauxdia, as there
were nit a sutlicient number of schuuls to furm
fecders 10 it. By the introduction of calechists and
teachers this disadvantzge would he reinoved.

Aes a ferw words from Sir C. D, Ferguaom, the
Moderator in the name of Wi Assembiy thauked
Dr. Clark, as Convener of the Commiitee, for their
cxcellent Report, aud the Deputation fir the satisfac-
tory mannes i which they had discharged the duty
catrusted to tieza.

The Girvan case was then entered into,
where the paint in dispute was as to the fit-
ness for that charge of Mr. Coman, who
had been presented thercto.  This case was
continued thraugh the remainder of that
sederant, and again resumed in the cieang,
when the Assembly decided that the ob-
Jections to Mr. Cursau had not been sulhi-

cientiy sustuned, and instructed the Preaty- -

tery o Agr to proceed with hus ect'emicnt
as Minister of the pansh of Girvan,

On Thursday, May 25th, a Commuttce
was nominaated to conmder the reguintons
as 1o the induction of Mintsters.

M:z. Forbes of Boharm wned that a capy of the
mnutes of U Assembly of vestenday, so far . thrs

a Recter, had placed & ata diadvantage, as that
circumsiance had been made the principal reason by
tus Privy Cow cil for withholding its support from
. After dwelling 2t conxderalie length un these
j ponis, e R p 1t concluded with a tr.bute to the
i z~at aud Lberality towards alt the Schemes by the
Iate Marquis of Bute
After somie interesting addresses from Dr.
M-Lead of Morven, Professor Rutertson,
Sir J. 3. Maxcveell, Sir Charles D. Fe
son, and other Merbers of Assembly, the
Moderator ronveyed thie thanks of the
- Huuse to Dr. JMuir for the Report hie had

read.
Trem that Repart, the Assemb’y had scen that he,
ob z il he Comanaites,bad duvted ail husene ),
" zeal. znd ansiduity 193 compdishin the in st eflien at
tnann-r, the objects which,this Screme had in view :
and, although numerovs difficul 1cs had been 10
arczuinter, and Rutncrous uhstacles to surn,ount, he
(Dr. M.y had pe severed in his exertons and had
had the sadsfaction 13 gind that these rxertions had
n~2 beea made in vain, but thet the blessing «f the
Maost Hugh had ace.mpanied therwr endearours, and
123 cuns.adz.able exient crunned them wath success.
1a caaclasion, he heped 1aat the Comnitiee would
uctcaly be able to maiutain the ground which they
, now occupted, but also manzge io catend the Geld
of their Iabours.
A reierence fum hie Preshytery of Aber-
poleen waos tuen taken up, reauve to Grey-

1e-

orlrr to preaerto the constitutionn! form 3 but, under
the circumstances, both as regardsd Mr, M¢Tagrart
and the congregation of Grcy?nara, the period of the
uovitiate or probation should be left to the discroticn
of the Presbytery of Aberdeen.

Al tie cvening sederunt a somewhat
s.milar application was laid before the As.
sembly from the Rev. J. Radcliffe, a Mints-
ter ol the Presbytenan Church in Ireland,
who had receved a call 10 assume chargo
of the Congregation at Kingston, Jamoica.
The application was referred to a Commit-
tee with instructions to ascertain the pecu-
licr connectivn between the Kingston Con-
gregation and the Church of Scotland.

The decision of the Kirk Session of Blair-
gowrie, suspending Mr. Sturrock, Assistant
Teacher of the Parish School, from sealing
ordiaances, fur certam alleged srregulanties,
having enguged the attention of the Asseim-
biy, was reversed in consequence of infor-
malities attending the procedure.

The remainder of the Cvening was occu-
pred with a discussion 1elating te the claims
of the Parochial Schoolimasters for aid from
the Government grant for education,

The fullowing ressiution was finally adopted by
the hause.  The General Assembly unauimously re-
solies to remit the subject brought fcrward in the
¢1¢ tures Lo the Committee of Education, with in-
struc.ighs Lo take such measures either by deputation
or othernise as ahall appear 10 them most desirable
for bringing under the notece of the Privy Council
on Education the claiins of the parochial and the

Assembly schouls, the:r duc share of the funds graut-
ed for bzh of of education in Scatland.

Un Friday, May 26h, the Committee
sppointed to enquirs into the expenditure
co nected with the management of the
Schemes of the Church gave in their Report.
Thie Committee was unanimously of opia-
1on that, under the present system of man-
; agement,there was nut a singleitein in which
| 4 saving could be beneficially effected. The
{ Church owed a deep debt of gratitude to
"Illosc Reverend Gentlemen who acted as

Counveners,and they could ot be too strongly
cncouraged. The Commitice also felt bound
!o otate, that the s+ ruices of the Sceretaries
and Treagurers attached to the  different
Schemes were worthy of the highest com-
mendaton.  The Comumittee had  under
connileration the suggestion for consalidating
{ U.c management of the wholc into ane, and
; ol appointing onc man 1 conduct the busi-
ness; but taey considered 1t a sysiem which

' would nat only impair the efficient working

of th~ Schiemes, bat in all probability in-

fmacs Chureh, Aberdeen. Tue Rev. D). CTEa3C the expenses.

. M¢Taggart «f Carlow, Ircland, who had

stoad aione there in adbening to the Church i

The Assembly approved of the Repor
expressed their satisfaction at the resuft

presse Lien 0 .
of Scotiand at the Secession in 1843, hav- VIS Investzation, and directed their thanks

ing preachied to that Congregation, while
"ihe charge was vacant, they were so mucn
pieared with tue Reverend gentleman tha:
they expressed a unanimous desire o have

, him sctiled as their Paster, i the forus of

the Church of Scotland wouid adat.
Aftzr considerable discuscn, 1t was unammuasly

resolved, en the sugzesiion of Prncipal Ler, that, !
lo~king U the special menis of this case, Mi. ! atfirst extablishua.
M Tagzart should undergo a novitate, and of neer , e pazi year the sum

1o e given to the Counvener and Committes

for thewr labours and eflicient services, which
, was acconding'y doxe by the Moderator in
1 the nare of the Assembiy.

Dr. Grant, as Conveacr, gave in the Annc!
Report of the Committee on the state of the Stedents!
j Fund.  Hestated zenerally that the Fund was ins
¢ veiy Bursang candition, and that 1t eoatinued
aaswer admurably the great ohyeet for which it was
He further stated, that dansg
ef £4,000 had be .0 contributed

resave liernse from the Preabstery of Aberdeen. in ' 1) the Scheme, and that duning the four yexrs, @



which he had been connected with it, the accumulated
fund was not less than £33,000. He (Dr. Grant)
might {urther state, that, notwithstanding the Scces—
sion that had taken place, the Fund would be able to
meet all the obligations that would be brought
against it, and that it is the confident hape of the
Committee that its benefits will be more and more
extended.

Dr. Grant, in the absence of Dr. Pau!, the Conven-
er for this Fund, read the Annual Report, which
exhibited a very satisfactery state of matters. The
number of subscribers amounted to 400, and the
amount collected for the past yesr was £1197. It
was stated that, in order to increase the efficiency of
the Fund,it would be necessary that its annual sub-
scriptions should be brought up to £1500. It was
also stated that since the Secession a grcat number
of guoad sacra ministers had become supporters to
the Fund. *

These several Reports were received, and

the thanks of the Assembly voted to the

Conveners, Dr. Grant and Dr. Paul, and to*

the Members of the Committee.

The Annual Report of the Home Mission
Committee was read by Dr. Simpson, the
Convener. Contributions in aid of this
Fund were received from upwards of 800
places of worship. 1In the first Branch of
the Committee’s labours—Church Exten-
sion—£625 had been granted towards the
building of the Chapel at Woodside, in the
parish of Old Machar, Aberdeen ; £130
towards a Church at the Ford of Lochawe,
Inverary; and a grant, sum not fixed,
towards the erection of a Church at the
Trosachs, parish of Cailander. The second
Branch of the Scheme is aiding unendowed
Churches, and the third, employment of
Probationers as Missionaries.

Under these two branches of the Scheme the Com-
mittee continue to expend by far the largest portion
of the funds entrusted to their management.  Sums
have been voted during the past yearin aid of 36
unendowed churches to the amount of £1335, and
towards the support of 41 mission stations to the
amount of £1335, exclusive of grants of £5 cach
personal to the officiating ministers and missionaries,
amounting to £330 ; making inall the sum of £3020,
‘being about £800 more than the sums voted for these
purposes during the previous ycar. Of the grants
voted in the course of last year, a large proportion
are renewals of former ones. ‘I'he number of new

gas2e5 added to the list in the coursc of the past year
is 20.

The fourth Branch of the Scheme—the
encouragement of promising young men for
the Ministry—continues to be administered
under the regulations appreved of by the
General Assembly of 1844 ; and the Com-
mittee give every attention to applications
by Students of Livinity whose circumstances
and attainments fall within these regulations.

Several able addresses on the subject
having been delivered by Dr. Robertson and
others, a vole of thanks was passed to the
Committee, and the Assembly adjourned
till the evening.

When the Assembly again met, Dr.
M¢Lzod of Morven read the Report of the
Deputation appointed in 1846 to visit the
West Highlands in order to make enquiries
into the spiritual condition of the people.
At no period in the history of the Church—
for at least the last hundred years—was
there a greatec destitution of the means of
grace than at the present moment. It was
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suggested thit the Church should employ a
few pious wmen as instructors, to go from
house to house, teaching the Scriptures to
the people.

Dr. Pirie having moved that the Report
he approved of, the thanks of the Assembly
returned to the Deputation, and that some
steps be taken with the view of carrying out
the suggestions made, the motion was
unanimously agreed to.

In accordance with an overture from the
Presbytery of Dunkeld, a Committee was
appeinted to enquire into the subject of
intemperance in its relations to society and
religion, and to report as to the remedies ad-
visable for the suppression of the evils flow-
ing from the immoderate use of intoxicating
liquors.

On Saturday, May 27th, the several ap-
plications for admission into the Chureh,
which had been referred to Committees,
were reported on and decided by the Assem-
bly.

yIn the case of Dr. Craig,* lately Minister
of the Relief Church, Cupar,scme informal-
ity having appeared, the General Assem-
bly declined under present circumstances to
receive the application, and remitted the
case to the Presbytery of Cupar with in-
structions to continue their communications
with Dr. Craig, and, if they shall see cause,
to bring up the case to next General As-
sembly. v

The application, of Mr. Reston, late Min-
ister of the Relief Congregation, Cupar-An-
gus, and of Mr. Blair, late Minister of the
United Presbylerian Church, Drymen, were
sustained. )

In the case of Mr. Radcliffe, of Carlow,
Ireland, the Assembly authorized the Pres-
bytery of Edinburgh to take such trial of the
gifis and qualifications of Mr. Radcliffe as
they might deem necessary, and on being
satisfied therewith,to receive him as a Minis-
ter in connection and communion with the
Church of Scotland in the Colonies ; it be-
{ing expressly understood and provided that
he should not in respect of such proceed-
ings be considered eligible for a charge in
Scotland. )

Mr. W. Cook said that the Lay Association had
been in the habit every year since its establishment
of making a Report of their proceedings to the Gener—
al Assembly; which, on that occasion, he did not
think it neccssary to read, because the various sums
given by the Association to the various schemes had
already been reported by the Conveners of the various
Committecs. He would therefore propose that the
General Assembly receive the Report, express their
satisfaction with it, aud recommend to all the minis-
ters and members of the Church to aid in the insti-
stitution of branch associations ; and that Presby-
teries co-operate with the Association, and afford
that body such information as might be requisite
for :he continuance and extension of its operations.

Dr. Robertson said, it would mo t certainly be
understood that the General Assembly entertained

the very highest sense of the important services
rendered to the Church by the Lay Association—
..

*This is the same Reverend Gentleman, the pro—
ceedings in whose case, before the Presbytery of
Cupar, are given at page 123 of the present pumber
of the Presbyterian.
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and assuredly they would recommend in terms of
the motion. .

The mo ion was cordially agreed to,

The Committee appointed to consider the
subject of a change in the time of meeting
of the Assembly having reported in favour
of such ehange, the matter was remitted to
the Presbytaries to consider and report to
next General Assembly.

The Assembly then proceeded to the con-
sideration of an overture from the Synod of
Moray on the Bills before the House of
Lords for amending the law and practice of
marriage and registration in Scotland. The
opinion of the Assembly was decidely ad-
verse to these measures, and able addresses
in condemnation of their principles and de-
tails were delivered by Mr. Forbes of Bo-
harm, Dr. Muir, Dr. Bryce, Sir Charles D.
Fergusson, and other members.

The motion of Dr. Muir,—¢ That the
General Assembly disapprove of the princi-
p'e of the Bill for amending the law of mar-
riage in Scotland, and resolve to petition
both Houses of Parliament that it do not
pass into law,”—was unanimously adopted.

The resolat on finally adopted in ref rence to
the Registrations Bill was to the effect, that the
house find many of the ¢ auses objectionable ; e-
solve to petition Parliament that it shall not jass
into law in its present shape ; al o, that a com-
mittee be appointed to watch dver the bill in the
event of its being 1etained in its present form.

After refusing an ap, lication by the Synod of
Aberdeen for authority to depart from the usual
regulations fcr probationary trial in the case of -

Messrs James Fraser and Thomas Hardie, students,
the Assembly adjourned.

On Sunday, the 28th May, the Rev, Mr.
Phin, Galashiels, preached before His
Grace the Lord High Commissioner in the
High Church in the forenoon, and the Rev.
Dr. Charles, late of Calcutta, in the after-
noon. In connection with the sitting of
the General Assembly and by their appoint-
ment a meeting for devotional exercises was
held in the evening at seven o’clock in St.
Andrew’s Church, when & liberal collection
was made in aid of the five Schemes of the
Church.

~The Assembly met again on Monday,
the 29th.

Dr. Bryce reported from the Committee
appointed by last Assembly with reference
to the North Highlands, that théy had ac-
complished the principal object of their re-
mit, namely, the establishment of a Gaelic
periodical for the benefit of the Highland
population, 1200 copies of which formed
the average circulation.

The Report was received and the Com-
mittee continued with the addition of a few
Members.

The Regulations of the Assembly on th
sabject of the Schemes of the Church have
ing been read,

Dr. Robertson said that an anxious wish had becn
expressed that the Act should be made as strong as
possible in favour of the formation of Parochial As-
sociations in support of the Schemes of the Church.

The Assembly resolved to renew their recommen-~
dation in favour of the establishment of such Associa—

tions where these were not slready in existence.
A petition from the Synod of Bhetland, praying
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for a division of the two Presbyteries of which it is
eo::jpoced into three, was referred to a Committee to
confer with the parties, and to report to the Assem-
bly, which expressed its approval of the principle of
the change.

An overture from the Presbytery of Edin-
burgh regarding the attendance of Students
of Divinity at a class of Biblical Criticism
gave rise to some discussion, but was ulti-
mately withdrawn.

Dr. Robertson read the Report of the
Committee on Quoad Sacra Churches,
which stated that their appeal to the noble-
men and landed proprietors of Scotland for
the endowments of Chapels had received a
very gralifying response. The Report de-
tailed the cases in which the Committee
had been successful in their efforts to atiain
the erection of Quoad Sacra Churches into
parachial charges.

The first adverted to was the church at Ardrossan,
where the endowment had been provided almost ex-
clusivly by the munificence of the Earl of Eglinton
and Winton : and the case was now being prosecuted
before the Civil Courts with the view of the erection
of the church and the surrounding district into a
parish church and parish quoad omnia, without
entailing any expense upon the Central Fund. The
second case was that of Houndwood Church, parish
of Coldingham, where 8 quoad sacra erection had
been agreed to by some of the more influental heritors,
including W. F. Home, Esq., Lord Douglas, &ec. ;
aud the exertions made for raising the stipend to the
sam required by the Act, had been so effectual as
only to leave-a small balance to be provided for by
the Central Fund. The third case was that of the
church of New Deer, erected twelve years ago,ona
site granted by the Earl of Aberdeen, who with his
enlightened Christian liberality had agreed to burden
his land with half of the stipend required, besides con-
tributing largely to the building fund. The next
case was that of Enzie Church, parish of Ruthven,
which has been under the management of the Royal
Bounty Committee, and from the liberality of the
Dukg of Richmond and others only a small sum was
required,which the Committee proposed to contribute
srom the Central Fund. The fifth casc was that of
St. Andrew’s Church, Dunfermline, which, with the
manse, had been burdened with a debt of £1100.
The debt of £500 secured upon the church had been
r>duced through local efforts by £350, and the Com-
inittee was anxious to obtain authority to grantthe
sum of £150 for the discharge of the remainder,
while the managers had agreed to make themselves
responsible for the debt upon the manse, accepting a
small portion of the seat rents as a guarantee.
Through the munificent cfler of J. Kerr, Esq. of
Middlebank, it was hoped that an endowment of
£75 would be received, when the remaining £25
would be made up from the Central Fund. The last
oase was that ofthe Church at Norriston,Kincardine,
which had been partially endowed since 1720, and
which was deficient of the requisite stipeud of the
amount only of £12 2s. 7d. The Commitiee, an-
xious to make a suitable provision to the church,
asked the sanction of the Assembly to grant that
sum from the Central Fund.

The Report concluded with an expression
of deep regret for the loss sustained by the
death of the late Marquis of Bute, the patron
and founder of the Scheme entrusted to
them.

The Report having been received and the
thanks of the Astembly conveyed to the
Committeeandits Convener, Dr. Robertson ;
on the suggestion of Dr. Bryce a minute
was entered expressive of the sense of the
General Assembly entertained of the great
services of the Marquis of Bute, and of the
afection with which the Church of Scotland

would ever cherish his memory.
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Mr. Walter Cook, the Convener, read the Report
of the Committee on the Funds of the Churcn,in-
cluding 1st. The balance of fund raised three years
ago for defraying existing debts of the Church; and
2d, the fund raised last year for defraying the ex-
penses attending the prosecution cf libels.  The
result was that the debts had heen cleared cff 5 and
the Committce were happy to inform the Assembly
that their efforts to keep their annual expenditure
within their annual income had been entirely suc-
cessful, as they had this year a surplus of income
over expenditure of £71. The Repcrt warmly recom-
mended that efforts should be made to secure a
regular fund for the expenses of proceedings affecting
the general interest of the Church. IT the effort was
only properly made, there was no doubt it would be
responded to, as a small contribution from each
parish would suffice.

M. Forbes, of Boharm, gave in the Re-
port of the Committee on Regulations for the
Induction of Ministers, which suggested
scme alterations therein.

Afier a long and animated discussion, in
which Drs. Muir, Robertson, Hill, Bryce,
and Pirie, and Mr. Forbes, Mr. Milne, and
Sir C. D. Fergusson took part,it was resolved
that the Regulaticna should continue as at
present, with some slight alterations relative
to the Trial Discourses of the Presentee.

Dr. Hill, on behalf of Dr. Grant, Convener
of the Committee appointed by last Assem-
bly to consider certain overtures on the
Feuing of Glebes, gave in a short Report
recommending that no steps should be taken
in any case without the authority and sanc-
tion of the Assembly ; which was approved
of.

A Schedule regarding the Probationers
within the bounds of the Presbyieries was
adopted and ordered to be transmitled to
the respective Presbyteries of the Church to
be filled up.

An overture was read from the Synod of Dumfries,
which, afler stating that privatc baptism was at vari-
ance with the standards and ancicnl practice of the
measures as in their wisdom might scem fitted to
secure that the sacrament of baptism might be pub-
licly administered as {ar as practicuble.

‘T'he Assembly, after a bricf conversation, approved
of the spirit of the overture, but deemed it unneces—
sary toissue any special instructions on the subject.

The Assembly then preceeded to the consideration
of a memorial, numerously signed by members und
others, stating that students of Divinity and others
not licentiates cf the Church, had been permitted to
officiate in many of the pulpits—a practice highly
calculated to alicnate the affections cf the people
feom the Church, and deeYXy to affect the interests of
religion. The memorialists tierefore prayed that
the Assembly would take the subject into its sericus
consideration, and adopt such measures as might put
astop to the growing evil. )

The Assembly agreed to a deliverance, disap-
proving of the practice to which the overture ve-
ferred, and enjoining the Presbyteries to exercise
due care and vigilance to prevent its re urrence.

Several overtures, which had been sent
down for the approval of Presbyteries by
last General Assembly, in accordance with
the provisions of what is called the Barrier
Act, were reported on. Overtures on Interim
Acts, on the Admission of Ministers and
Licentiates of Dissenting Bodies, on Private
Censures, had been approved of by majori-
ties and were declared standing laws of the
Church ; and that on Prosecutions against

on Sabbath Observance, read the Annual
Report.

"The Committee proposed that the Assembly renew
their iustructions to Synods and Presbyteries who
had not appointed a commiittee on the subject, while
those who hiad should be encouraged to proceed in
their endeavours. While the Edinburgh and Glae-
gow Railway was shut on Sabbath and the Scottish
Central was also to be kept shut, others were perse—
vering in their arrangements with Sunday trains.
One raiiway had its hour of departure from Edin-
burgh exactly as congregaticns were going to the
forencon diet of worship. A parish on one of the
lines had also to alter i's time of worship in comse~
quence of the passage cf thetrain. Farmers had
likewise to take measures to protect their premises
and stock from the idlers who were deposited at the
stations on the Sabbath, thus causing them or their
servants 1o absent themselves from worship, to pro-
teet their property against their troublesome visiters.
Whether the evils were remedied or not, the Church
of Scotland would never cease to lift up its” voice
against this desecration, which threatened to rob
Scotland cf its quict Sabbaths.

Dr. Hi l,after some observations lamenting that
certain railway companies should be so reluctant
to vield on this question, moved the approval of
the Report, and the thanks of Dr. Muir.

The motion was cordially adopted.

Mr. Robertson, of Greyliiars, read a Report of
the Committee onContinental Protestan s churches,
which stated to the effect that, notwithstanding the
violent upheaving in the political world, God was
evidently advancing His kingdom. Mauy difficul=
tes to the spread of Evan.elism had been mar-
vellously removed by those startling events. In
France they trusted that Protestantism would soon
be as free as in Scotland. The Report adverted to
Belgium, Bavaria, Switzerland, Austria, Bohemia,
Italy, in all of which the tide of events had been
singularly faveurable to the extension of the
Redeemer’s kingdom.

On the motion of Sir C. D, Fergusson, seconded
by Dr. Hill, the Report was approved of, and Mr.
Robertson received the thanks of the house at the
hands of the Moderator.

The Report of the Committee, to whom
was referred the overture from the Synod of
Shetland, was read, recommending the divi-
sion of the Synod into the three Presbyter-
ies of Lerwick, Burraval and Olnafirsh ;
which was agreed to. )

A Report was given verbally by Princi-

-pal Lee on the Manuscripts of the Church.

Some parchments, and other interesting
M.SS. had been obtained since last Assem-
bly.

2l‘he Moderator then addressed th: Assembly,
thanking them for the honour which they had
conferred upon him in electing him to preside over
them, and soliciting their indulgence for the man-
ner in which he had discharged his duties. He
then delivered an impressive address on the duties
of the Members in their respective spheres of iifs,
and proposed that the next Meeting of the General
Assembly should take place on Thursday the 24th
May, 1849, The Rev. Doctor the : conveyed to his
Grace the Commissioner the grateful 'acknowl~
edgements of the Assembly for his services upon
former occasions to the Chrirch, and more especial-
Iy for his favour during the late Meeling of the
Assembly, and requested him to convey to Her
Majesty the arnest assurance of their loyalty and
attachment to Her person ard Government.

The Lord High Commissioner replied that it
would afford him the utmost satisfaction to con-
vey to Her Majesty the assurance of the loyalty
and attachment of the Assemnbly to Her Maj sty
and after an appropriate eulogy o- the character
of the late Marquis of Bute, dissolved the Assembly,
and appointed the next Meeting to be held on
Thursday the 24th May, 1849. .

Th: Assembly then engag: d in devotioual exer-

Ministers was re-transmitted to Presbyler es. | ciges, and separated at half-past one o’clock on
Dr. Muir, Convener of the Committee Ifuesday morning, having sat without interruption



since noon of the provicus doy.
The Commission of Asiembly met on

Tuesday, May 3Q.h, and heving decided
several cases of appeal brought hefore them,
adjourned.

THE LIMITED CIRCULATION OF RELIC-
JOUS JOURNALS AND PUBLICATIONS.

Mighty as have been the revolutions,
and great as have been the changes, which
the Ispse of time and the onward march of
improvement have cfected during the past
two centuries, yet none of all these has
cqualled in extent, or rivalled in magnitude
and importance of results, that wrought by
the discovery of the art of printing and its
introduction into general use.  The press
has proved itsclf a powerful instrument for
weal or woe to the great bulk of manking,
and a most serious respousibility is devoly-
ed upon its conductors, a resposibility
that is 1 many cases but too lightly re-
garded.

No where car a n.ore striking exempli-
fication of the fact, that low rates create
and increase a demand, be found, than in
tracing the progress and devciapement of
Nsart. At tae time of its dircovery the
1aborious and tedious process of copying by
hand rendered books so very expensive s
to Jimit their use t the Clerieal orders and
the wealthy classes, of which last but fow
had much taste for mental culture or liter-
ary enjoyment,

Then a copy of the Bible cost a sum
equivalent to the whole proceeds of a poor
man’s labour for two years. Fortunately
such a state of things has long since ceased
toexist ; the press has been neeasingly
at work, the power of steam has been sum-
moned to cxpedite and cxtend its opera-
tions, and books are now within the reach
of all, while the dest of all books can be
procured for a shilling.

So extensively has the plan of cheap
publications been adopted that works are
daily issued, illustrative of everydepartment
of science, and treatises are prepared,
familiar yet comprehensive, containing in
acheap form all the information which a
few years ago was only to be sought for in
8 massive volume published at a price that
forbade its purchase by the man of moder-
ate means.

The facilities afforded and the induce-
menis presented for the acquisition of
knowledge have thus been immensely ex-
tended ; apd, as a consequence, knowledge
has been so wonderfully increased, that,
were the theory of the perfectibility of
buman nature a correct one, as some so
streauously contend, the present race of
mankind must have reached the very
acme of perfection.

The wickedness existing, and the crimes
committed around us, afford but too strong
a_refutation of the fallaciousn
idea, and we find the sol
that the inerease of k

nowledge has not

ess of this|
ation of the fact,]
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crime, in the evident truism, unhappily too
much lost sight of, that, if ko wledge be
power, it is power for evil as well as good.

waking the man, who is viciously mclined,
all the more skilled in his wicked arts, and
the better able to carry out his nefarious
designs.  The accomplished roug, the fas-
cinating swindler, or the base panderer to

sins through very ignorance. Thus we
see that mere kne “ledge is not alone
sufficient to eclevate the character ; there
must be associated, and conjoined with t,
a living, abiding religious priaciple, con-
trolling and directing the power that

its light. . Without this the whole system
of socicty, however outwardly refined and

pollution,—a whited sepulchre.  Yet how
ittle of the leaven of righteousness is now
to be found pervading society. How few
are the indications of its existence in most
of the publications which may be regarded
as the exponents of public feeling.  In by
far too many of the standazd works of the
day there is manifested, if not a decided
hostility to religion, at least a cautious
avoidance of the suhject and tacit com-
promuse with worldly tastes and worldly
feelings.  This evil, for it is indeed a
serious one, is not unfortunately regarded
in its true light by many, chiefly because
their attention his never been ealled to
the subject, yet “what Pastor at a time
like the present is not assured of what
would be the mighty increase of religion in
the community, were our general literature
and reading far more than now pervaded
by the” savour of Evangelical Truth.”
Why should the dields of Literature not be
more generally occupied by writers pos-
sessed of enlarged information and at the
same time actuated by Christian feeling ?

What nresent greater facilities for com-

bining information with sound morality, or
extend ampler means of arraying  the
truths of religion in a more attractive
form than many of the branches of popu-
lar science !
I To illustinte our mweaning; that of as-
| tronomy, for instance, affords an admirable
linedium for raising the thoughts above this
earth, its changes, vicisitudes, and the
bustle of every day business,
the mind to dwell in wrapt contemplation
of the blue cthereal of the starry universe,
and all that bright immensity of space
which God has poopled with suns and
worlds.

The science of Geolugy also is admirably
stiited to Jead the ponderer of its mysterics
from ¢ nature up to nature’s God,” carry-
'ing, aq it does, the inquirer back through
all its history of delages, earthquakes and
hurricanes, till he reaches in fancy the
birth and infancy of our planet, when

produced a commensurate decrease of

Kuowledge may but have the effect of

the passions of the mob, are much wmore
dangcerous than the unlettered wreteh who

knowledge cunfers upon the recipient of

cnlightened, is inwardly but a mass of
i ’ A

and leading,
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new-formod carth emerged from the thick
* darkness which brooded o'er the deep ;
and rejoiced in the flood of light poured
upon it by the creating word * Let thero
1be light.” ~ Who can think of the building
{of the mountains, wne hollowing of the
valleys and the gathering together of the
waters of the mighty decp, without Laing
overwhelmed with a sense of the Almigl.ty
power and goodness of the Great First
Cause?
We m.cht enlarge to much greatr
length ; buy, not to digress too far from our
original purpose, it is evident that not ouly
the scieuces, but subjects of geueral inty.
osty and inatters of ordinary informatior .
are capable of being made subservient t -
the cause of retigion ; and we Ay reason
ably conclude that, were its spirit moro
generally infused into works treating upon
these and kindred subjects, much goud
would result, and the vicious tendeney of
our general literature would be in a great
measure counteracted.  If we have reason
todeplorethe aliost total exclusion of relig-
ious subjects from our genceral literature,
the avoidance of religion is even more
strongly manifested in our Newspapurs
arnd Periodicals. Xow seldom do we find
(in the larger proportion of these any ac-
knowl.igement of there being a higher
tduty to attend to than the maintenauce of
certain theories or the adherence to certain
political principles? It may scem vision-
ary to indulge in dreams of any change in
this respect, and we fear very much that
no thorough change can be brought about,
at least if the reading classes retain their
present bias and taste.  Still much ean be
!done in the way of giving wider srope to
the iufluence of the religious press and
especially of religious journals. We have
often wondered at the smallness of the cir-
calation of such papers. In a society of
two or three hundred families, searce, we
may safely say, a fifth of the heads rake
any Christian periodical. Take for in-
stance “ The Presbyterian.” True, it 1. .
already attained a comparatnelv large -
culation, larger than in our most sanguine
anticipations we had thought likely, lut
still to what Toes it amount ufter all
What are 1600 or 2000 copies compared
to the number thet might be circulated.
were every adherent to oup Chureh, er
even every father of a family enjuying fuit
j communion, to subseribe ¥ If this s not
to be hoped for, we cannot sce wiv at
least a fourth of the members of o'ir Churt
]should not become subscribers. Tl e
annual subscription has heen placed at
13 very low rate, so low as barely to cover
lexpenses.  We cannot see why the nem-
!bcr of our readers should not he quad -
rapled.  Our friends have but {o will it,
and it will be done. It Lecomes us to
 speak with all modesty of oncsclves, but w e
may at least state the gencral proposition
1that the circulation of roligious papers and

-

the journals is caleulated to exert a very been
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ficial counteractive effect to the vicious
tendency of a corrupting literature, and
we call upon the religious part of the com-
munity not only to countenance such jour-
nals themselves, but to use every endeavour
to induce others to follow their example.
An easy, effectual and (what is much valued
in this economical age) a cheap mode of
doing good is thus presented, and we trust
many will be induced to adopt our sug-
gestion.

SUSTENTATION FUND OF THE FREE
CHUR

Dr. Buchanan of Glasgow, Convener of the Com-
mittee on the Sustentation Fund, then made a
lengthencd statement in regard to the steps which
had been taken, in the course of the last year, to stir
up the members of the Free Church to still greater
" exertions in behal( of the fund for the sustentation
of their Ministers. The amount received from As-
sociations was £86,774, which, added to what was
received from donations and subscriptions, made the
total revenue for the fund in the course of the year
£88,974. As the total revenue for 1846-7 amount-
cd to £83,117, the increase on the present year was
£5866. The progress of the fund, since its original
institution in 1843, was as follows :—In 1842-43,
£68,704 ; in 1844-45, £77,630 ; in 1845-46,
£32,681 5 in 1846-47, £78,317 ; in 1847-48,
£88,974.  Comparing the revenue cf the present
year with what was received five years ago, the in-
crease at this date in the funds amounted to £20,270.
This statement, however, did not bring out the full
amount of the progress which the Fund had made,
as the sum set down for 1843-44 was not contribut-
ed in twelve, but in fourteen months ; so that the
actual increase, at the present time, as compared
with the year in which the Fund was set a-going, is
£27,878. Another circumstance connected with
the Fund, which the Committee consider deserving of
notice, was that, as Dr. Chalmers had remarked, the
strength of the Fund had been found not to lie in do-
nations, but in the produce of Associations. As was
expected at the beginning, there had been a great
falling off in the sum obtained from donations. In
1843-44 this branch of revenue realised £16,178,
while in the year just closed it had only yielded
£2197. But, on the other branch, turning to the
Associations, this gratifying result appeared, namely,
that, whereas during the first year of the Fund the
Associations only yielded £44,917, last year they
contributed £86,774, or nearly double the amount.
With the balance on hand and interest, the total
amount for the Sustentation Fund this year was
£89,775; but, as the expenses of management,
Widows’ Fund, &c., fell to be deducted, the amount
available for division was £76,366 ; which would
allow a stipend of £128 to each Minister for the
year that is now expired. The Rev. Doctor then
went on to urge the necessity of the Church making
a decided effort to augment the stipends of their
Ministers to £150 a-year in accordance with the
desire which had long been felt. Not less than 163
ministerial charges, and 73 stations, instead of com-
ing frrward like the others, had been going back-
ward ; and, il these 236 Congregations had simply
kept at the place they occupied last year, the in-
crease this year wou!d have been £9293. Nothing
could be more offensive than 1o see the niggardliness
or the selfishness of one Congregation making a
pillow of another perhaps poorer than itself. (Hear,
hear.) There were 31 ministerial charges in their
Church'which contributed less than £25 ; 158 less than
£50; and no fewer than 450 which contributed less
than £100. The result of this was that the average
contributions of the 31 Congregations was just £16
17s 8d. ; of the 158, £34; and of the 450, not
more than £60 ; or, in other words, that two-thirds
of their Congregations did not raise one-third of the
funds, while to pay these 450 Congregations, £30,-
728 was required. The Rev. Doctor in conclusion
read a number of recommendations from the Com-
mittes to tho effect that a vigorous and immediate
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effort should be made to give a minimum stipend of
£150 a-year to each of their Ministers—that cvery
Presbytery, at its first meéting, should be ordained
to take up the subject. He warned them, that if
some vigorous effort was not made, the Church
would lose, as every Church deserved to do, the or-
dinances of the Gospel dispensed by worthy men.

We subjoin the following extract from
Dr. Buchanan’s Report on the same sub-
Jject :—

It is a fact, whether men will give it a place
in their convictions or no, that without an ade-
quate provision for the support of the Ministry,
we shall lose—and shall deserve to lose—the
fitting materials for the Ministry. The piety
of sentimentalists may be startled by such a
statement, and the piety of the selfish may
affect to take offence at it; but this statement
is founded, notwithstandtng, on the principles
of truth and righteousness. Parents will not
give their sons, and sons will not give them-
selvesto a Ministry in which ot their personal
comfort alone, but their whole energies and
usefulness are to be weighed down and broken
up by the pressure of hopeless poverty. If,
indeed, that poverty were the result of some
general calamity, which had fallen upon peo-
ple and pastors alike, and which had sunk for
the time the collective body of the Church in-
to equal straits, there might be no reason to
fear but that, through the abundant grace of
God, a Ministry might be found willing,
vay, rejoicing to share in all the hardships of
their flock. In the Church of our fathers, in
the persecuting times of old, when the Minis-
try was only the foremost place in the field of
danger and of death,—the front rank in the
moral conflict of truth with power~—the com-
mon highway o the dungeon, the rack, and
the scaffold, candidates for the Sacred Office
were not wanting, ready, in the discharge of
its high lunctions, to brave all these terrors.
But the Church of Christ has no right to ex-
pect that He will give to it a race of martyrs
for Ministers when it is iwself at ease. I, “ei-
ther threugh heartless inconsideration or nar-
row-minded selfishness, those that are taught
in the Word forget to communicate to him that
teacheth in all good things, if the labourer is
thought worthy of his hire, as a physiciah, a
merchant, a lawyer, in short, in almost every
field to which learning and piety can turn,
except in the work of the Ministry,—there arc
laws in the moral world as fixed as those
that bind the planets in their spheres, that will
degrade, if not extinguish, the Ministry that is
60 used. Itis hardly necessary to add that
in such an issue there will be found at once
the sign and the punishment of the people’s
sin.

These views are worthy of the most serious
consideration of our Church in Canada. We
appear to be advancing rapidly to that point
which the writer supposes may be possible even
with his qwn body in Secotland, in which, on
account of the inadequate provision made for
Ministers, and other uncertainties connected
with their office, there is some danger lest
the streamns which supply the Ministry should
be cut off. All the anxiety, that the parent
Church has manifested to procure Ministers
for this Country, and the liberal aid, which it
has offered them, have not been sufficient to
induce more than one, during the last year,
to come over and help us. This may have
arisen in part from the extraordinary demand
which was created to fill the pulpits made

vacant by the Disruption. But five yeats
have elapsed since that event, and the pros-
pect of obtaining a supply of preachers for
Canada seems to have brightened very lit-
tle, though there must now be a large num-
ber of preachers in Scotland, having small
prospect of an early settlement in any paro-
chial charge. It would be most unwarrantable
to suppose that these preachers are without
zeal or proper sense of the responsibilities of
their calling. The fault is not to be sought
in them but in the evils existing in the state of
the Church here. Ample information on this
subject has doubtless been circulated through-
out Scotland by the Membeis of the several
Deputations which have visited this country,
and by those Ministers who have been con-
strained to withdraw from it and to return
home. The inadequacy of Ministerial sup-
port, the great irregularity with which in many
cases it is paid, the difficulty of uniting the
scattered members of our Church into one
pastoral charge, the tendency existing among
them to strife and division, the loose notions
entertained respecting the sacredness and per-
manence of the pastoral relation, the want of
Churches in many places, and the number of
Churches burdened with debts, with only a few
exceptions no manse or residence for the
Minister,~these, and many more, form a com-
bination of obstacles, which, whreever they
are fairly represented, will constitute a formi-
dable barrier and prevent candidates for the
Ministry from entering on this field. The
same causes must discourage young men from
devoting themselves to study for the Ministry
in Canada. What parent, aware of all the
incident trials, would venture to persuade his
son to encounter them, or would incur the
previous expense to bring him into a pesition
in which every delicate feeling would be vexed.
and the means of usefulness crippled ! And,
if through the importunity of some zealous
Ministers, or the piety of some parents willing
to disregard temporal consequences entirely,
a few young men may be carried through our
Colleges, yet * by a law as fixed as those that
bind the planets intheirspheres,” the deficien-
cy must continue to encrease. Happily our
Clergy Reserve Fund will supplement in
some measure the niggardliness or poverty of
particular congregations. But, unless the
members of our Church be made to feel more
deeply the imperative duty of sowing in tem-
poral things to those from whom they reap in
spiritual things, their conduct ¢ will degrade,
if not extinguish, the Ministry.”

Many years have elapsed since the Synod
of Canada declared its conviction of the
necessity of raising a native Ministry. This
necessity has been frequently admitted by some
of the most eminent Ministers of the parent
Church. Professor Robertson in the observa-
tions made by him in last Assembly, when the
Report of the Colonial Committee was present-
ed, said :—* They must look to Canada to
raise up Ministers for itself. It was impossi-
ble for such extensive colonies to rely for
supplies of the means of grace upon this
country.”—With this conviction, pressed upon



us on all sidea, Queen's College was projected ;
and amidst numorous discouragements it stil]
survives awailing contingencies.  But we
find no where any very cheering evi‘snco of
asupply of young men disposed to devote them- .
sslves to that courso of preparation required
by the laws of the Church fium candidates
for the Minisiry. Ucloss somo great and
special hindrances were 1 the way, would 1t
bo too much to hope that our sixty congrega-
tons should furnish upon an average thirty
stedents of Divinity ! Even this would not
besufficient to meet our encroasing destitution.
But rothing appears as yet to encourage the
hopo that even 2 third of this number may be
exbec.ed. Whatthenis the cause 7 Not the
want of young men , there is a fair proportion
of these within our Church, for other protes-
sions, and why not furthe Munistry ¥ Not the
want of moans to support them through the
loagthened curriculum of a University ;—mul-
titodes of our families possess thess means,
2ad in cases, where thoy are not fully possessed, |
foreign assistance could be procured. Not
the want of preparatory Classical Schools ;—
thero aremmany well eJucated teachers in every
district of Canada West, and most of our dis.
trict and grammat schools there are conducted
by men of respectable Classical attainments.

The true reason is to be found in the pre-
carious and inadequato remuneration which
the Ministry in our Church presents, after these
yousg mon, at a great expense of time and
mozeg, shall have passed through the indss-
pessable course of preparation. Young men
of respectable connections wud gond education
are every where crowding into the professions
of law and medicive, because thesa are sup-
posed to offera fair chance of that cumpetence
20d honoar which are legitimate objects of
human parsuit. Is it got fair to conclude
then that, if the Sacred profession, in sddition
1o all its other high inducements, offered a
soiable recompense for the expenditure of
preparation, and the l2arning and talent sub
sequently brought into it, there would spring
upnosmbers among cur piousand well disposed
yoaths, inclined to fi!l up its ranks ? Bat, so
losg2s the very reverse of this is the case,
;we will neither be adle to obtamm from
iSeotland, nor to educate 1n Canada, 2n agequate
zapply of ministers. The standard of Mins.
tenal qualification will bo lowered ; and the
wkolo aspect of our Church will be
changed in those characteristics in which, in
oarnatics land, we have been most wont to
admire it.

Woold that the Great Head of the Church
2y put & batter spinit into the hearts of our
peoplo.  The remody of the evil lies with
ihem; and they are called upon by every con.
rderation connected with their own spintual
wellbeing, and the adrancement of true
religion in this land, to apply the remedy novw.
If soeared for now, & fewy years hence the loss
z3y be frreparable.

COLONIAL & FOREIGN MISSIONS—
CANADA.

ing in Canada.
presbyteries, three
boro*,” and Toronte, are sitwated in Cunada
West,
James M*Fayden has been obliged, in con-
gequence of the ill health of himsell” and Mrs.
M‘Fayden, to resigu the
gation of Chatham,
to this count
nedy has w“r{'
removed from La Chute, and devated himselfto
evangelical labours in the Western Province
The five preachers who ssiled for Canada last
spring have, months ago, been ordained in
congregations, where they have encouraging
prospeets of success.
and ane of them three,
which shows very distinctly the urgent want of
preachers, and the cagerness with which the
people are waiting for supply.
Proudfoot,
Institution
preaching the Gospel with acceptance. There
are still seven or cight vacancies, and the en-
treaties for additional preachers,
Canada Eas, are very pressing.
three vacancics in this presbytery, and as the
ministers are few
them,
thing like frequent supply.
with these vacant congregations, remembering
the time when in Scotland they walked to the
house_of God, accompanied by their children,
state that it is the fondest wish of their hears,
ere they leave this world, 15 behold their fam.
ilies enjoying the benefit of an affectionate and
faithtul Gospe) ministry.

duity and
ta the
are doing not a linle good.
whom they wminister have Zone out of that
country for the
worldly circumstances
gaged in secular pursuits a0dl cares: and thore
i3 need of the skilful
Word to conateract the hardening influence of
worldly things, and to preserve and mature the
religious impressions of early youth.
keen pursuit of temporai affuirs is unfricodly
10 the growth of piety, aed tends to lower the
tone of spiritual feclings
of carrect and blameless deportment, and some
“flowers of paradise,
Lord, by which
the number of ih:e labourers is increased, ..nd
the more closely the operations of the mn-
isters are concentrate
greater will be the efiect produced, and the
more marked and visible will Lo the fruits of
their labours.
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(From the Unated Presdyterian Church's Record

for June))
We havo lhirt,y-thrcc missionaries laubour.
These are divided into four
of which, London, Flam-

and ono is in Canada East. The Rev.

charge of the congre-
ard to propose returning
; and the Rev. Andrew Ken
the approbation of the Synod

Threc ofthem had two,
calls,—a circumstance

Mr. John
the first fruits of the Theological
there, has been licensed, and is

especially 10
There are
in number, and far from

it is not in their powerto graut them any
Several connected

Our missionaries are labvunng with assi-

#eal, are spreading therr 1ofluence
localities where they nre placed, and
The peoplo t0

purpase of improvirg their
; they are actively en-
preaching of the Divine
The
: but there are many
the planting of the

Heis glorifiecd”  The mote

on one field, the

We regard Canada as a most important

and promising fisld of missionary labour. Its
splendid lakes, its wide and ferijle plains, its
vast agricalral capabilitics, tise rapid man-
fier in which the poputation 1s mereasing, and
the probability that
will bave many miltions of indabitants, mako
it a most desirble
Yiberal,
mect the exigenciesnf the Province, and mould
bercficially the character of the people. Tho
m

at no very distant day it
thiug 1o found there a free,
and Evangelical Church, that will

ajority of the inbabitants of Canada West—
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ona of the finest regions in the world, aro omi-
grants from our owy country, and have strong
claims upon our sympathy and support ; and
shoulfl they, b{ our exertions and these of other
Evangelical churches, be adequately supplied
withlearned and feith{ul Ministers, there cannot
be a doubt that the influence which the Cana-
dian Church will exert in 1he conversion of the
heathen world will, erelong, bo very great.
Alrendy, some of the older congregatons thero
have become contnibutors 1o the missionary
cause; and, as all accouuts 80 to provo thaot
voluntary principles, being in accordance widy
the growth of intelligence and the advance of
hiberal opinions among the people generally,
are popular in the Province, it is to be anuci-
pated that this new Anglo-soxon empire, un-
sullied by the stain of slavary, will occupy a
most important and influential station in the
kingdorm:s of this world. \When its vast foresta
shall bo exchanged for well euhivated ficldgee
its magnificent lakes and rivers covered with
the products of the soil, and the signs of busy,
ioternal tade; its extensive plains clothed
with churches and school-houses, and irs vari-
ous ciasses consolidated into g united, intelli-
geat, energelic, and pious population, it will
be seen that those rebigious bodies who, dis-
cerriog in Canada the clements of its disclosed
greatness, sowed early the seeds of pure, vn-
lettered, and practical Chrigtiarity, did gow
on a scale of benevolence, which every fulure
year will calarge, and of which multitudes of
oations will yet reap the advaniage. Contem-
plate Canada as what it will be o century
heuce—a prince among the nations, and thy
in.ercst you will tahe in its advaucing welfare
will be large and cordial.

FRENCH CANADIAN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.
[From the Maatresl isionary Recond for Jaze.j
PAINFUL FINANCIAL FOSITION OF TUHE IOLIETY.

[ TrRaNsLATION. ]
Ponte aux Trewbles, Juoe 13,1848

Sir, and Dear Brother in Jesus Christ,—as
the Comunittee is to meet to-night, I think that
it will be important to cousider the pecuniary
state of the Society, in order to know whay we
should do respecting the pupils, who are ex-
pected back next weck (the termination of the
vacation).

We have no more meat ; and we have 10
buy cveryihing else except milk. We havo
too few cows; and need potatoes and oats 1o
sow, as well as for the horses. I have 10 pay
the men who make he fence, aud one who
takes out stones. 1 bave borrowsd some
pounds, and we owe a considerable sum to
Mrs. A. (a grocer), besides some other littlo
debts.  Our position is therefore such that wo
must either diminish the causes of expensc or
reeeive more help.

I salute gou heartily i., Jesus Chnst.
S igucd.? J. E. TANNER.
To Mr. John Dougall,
Scc. French é?mndian Miss. Socicty.”

As will be seen from the foregoing letter,
addressed by the Rev. Mr. Tanner, Director
of the Pointo aux Trembles Educational In-
siitutes, to the Committee at its Jast mceling,
the affalcs of the Freuch Canadian Mission.
ary Socicty havo come 10 such a crisis that
these Establishments are aclunl?’ without the
necessarics of hife, and this, too, during tho va-
cation, when the number of mouths 10 foed js
reduced to the mivitnu:m.
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.The letter was accompanied bya requisi-
tion for the amount necessary to meet the
pressing engagements which it sets forth ; but
there was no wmeans of complying with this
requisition.  The treasury is overdrawn up-
wards of £200, and nothing has been reccived,
Sfrom any quarter, since the beginning of this
month, except €1, and that was from a lady
after she heard of the present destitution. We
cannot call upon the friends in Montreal, who
have already done much, and who are now
suffering under an unexampled depression.—
And, to add to our distress, we have reason to
fear that Canada is forgotten by many warm
friends in Britain and the United States, in the
midst of the much louder and more exciting
calls for missionary aid from France, ltaly,
and Treland.

This concurrence of circumstances strongly
impressed the Committee with the necessity
fOr circumspection ; for, if it be the duty of the
Lord’s people to go forward when the Pillar
of cloud and fire sets forward, it must be
equally their duty to stand still when it rests.
The Committee therefore had no choicq but to
resolve, that pupils should only be received
back at the Institutes—male and female—in
proportion to the means that came in. 1n ac-

cordance with this principle, only half the’

number that had left are to be received back
at the termiuation of the vacation; pains be-
ing taken, however, to explain, that it is not
waut of will, but want of food, thar hinders
their reception now, and that hopes are enter-
tained of receiving them back shortly.

But, however unavoidable, this is a very
hard and painful step to take. In the first
place, it is a step backward, and the first in
that direction, if we remember right, that this
Society has made. 1In the second place, the
pupils are_exceedingly anxious to ‘come, and
they manifest pleasing alacrity not only in
learniog but in labouring. In the third place,
there are in addition to the scholars formerly
admitted (viz : about sixty French Canadian
boys, and 25 French Canadian girls, in the
two schools), applications from at least 20 ad-
ditional French Canadian youths, some of
them from parishes which have never before
sent any scholars, and from 10 to 12 addition-
al girls. It will thus be seen that, owing to pe-
cuniary distress, we are not able to receive more
thau the third part of the French Canadians
who are secking for instruction, and willing to
receive the Gospel, and who, in addition, are
willing to work for their living on the farm, so
far as they are required.

Will this state of things not prove a call to
the Christian friends, who have hitherto aided
this Society, to redouble their exertions and in-
%uce mauny others to lend their aid? The

ommittee feel themselves precisely in the
position of agents, who can decide nothing of
themselves respecting the extent of the Socie-
ty’s operations. The Christian public must
decide this matter for them. One thing is
certain, there is an open door set before this
evangelical enterprise in Lower Canada—a
door long prayed for and labored for,butscarce-
yexpected--a door which all the power of Po-
pery cannot shut; and the only question for
Christians to decide is, wheiher they will en-
ter in or neglect this their day of opportunity
and privilege.

'I'be Committee are also under the painful
necessity of intimating that the loan upon the
Pointe aux Trembles Institution of £1612
must be repaid in about six months. For mak-
ing up this sum, as well as the eyrrent ex-
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penses of the Establishment, they have no re-
source but to cast themselves upon the Lord
and His people.

FOREIGN MISSJIONS.
(From the Church of Scotlands’ Missionary
Record for June).

That the more promising of the youths
trained at our institutions should not only hear
the Word themselves, butbe insiructed and
prepared for teaching others, is, in fact, the
chief object we have in view, and, so long as
this is not attained, our design is incomplete.
We seek not merely to educate those who
attend our schools, but we wish them to be-
come the instructors of others; we wish through
them to communicate the Gospel to India.
And wh,iy should either funds or ageots be
wanting? For a worldly return large sums
are willingly hazarded ; and shall professing
Christians be so sparing of their confidence
in the spiritual return of an endless reward to
those who commit themselves to the Word and
promise of God? The climate of India has
no terrors to the youths who repair thither to
push their earthly fortunes ; they hesitate not,
they are not overwhelmed with gloomy fore-
bodings ; they deem themselves too fortunate
in securing there an opportunity of earning the
rewards of valour, of industry, and skill ; and
they leave by hundreds year after year their
friends and home, little knowing whether they
shall ever return. And is it only with the
servants and the soldiers of Jesus,~those who,
entering on their sacred calling, expressly de-
clare it to be their desire to save souls, and
not worldly views and interests, by which
they are actuated,—tbose who have before
them a hope and a crown of rightcousness, of
which no loss of health, no worldly adversity,
not death itself can deprive them ;—is it only
with them that there must be reluctance, and
mountains of difficulty, and terrors insupera-
ble? Have those that have already entered
on the work, even if in a few instances they
have not been blessed with health, had cause
to repent of their choice ? Do not our labour-
ers there find a noble field for the exercise of
all their talents and energies? And what
greater difficulties and dangers have they to
experience in India under the protection of our
own Government than either the soldiers or
civilians who willingly spend in the service
of the Company the better part of their lives?
To what else shall the reluctance of those that
call themselves the servants of Jesus be as-
cribed,bnt to want of faith in that Divine Word
which reveals His guardian presence ever
around His soldiers in their toils and their
dangers—which calls them not 10 engage in
His warfare on their own charges--which pro-
claims, “Be thou faithful unto death, and 1
will give thee a crown of life 7" Let not the
zeal of the worldling thus continue (o reprove
the lukewarmness of the children of light—let
it not be said, ““All seek their own, not the
things which are Jesus Christ’s.”

If the necessities of our Scheme in India
demand additional labourers—if our mission-
aries, already so nobly cccupied, and whase
services the Great Master has already signally
bonoured, may with good reason appeal to
our students, and preachers, and ministers,
and expect not thas to be left unsupported, and
to sink unaided under a burden too heavy for
them,~—the circumstances of India more than
ever encourage the vigorous prosecution of the
work, and invite the soldier of the Cross to the

hopeful enterprise. We have had occasion

to remark, that Indid seems more ready t4
submit to European influence in morals and
religion than its Christian rulers are 1o exer-
cise it. This is eonfirmed by recent experi.
ence. Lord Hardinge has left its shores crown-
ed with nobler trinmphs than those of the Sut-
lej, and followed by the blessing of its inhabi-
tants from Cashmere to Comorin. Released
from the anxieties of warfare, he devoted him-
self with assiduity and zeal to the cause of
humanity and social improvement; and we
learn from the Calcutta Gazette that, before
leaving India, he had the satisfaction of seein,
the cruel practices of suttee, infanticide, an
slavery abolished through his influence in the
remotest Hindoo province by the Maharajah
Golab Singh ; and that he directed his thanks
to be conveyed to all the princes and princes-
ses, 23 in number, who during the last three
vears have cordially entered into his views
and suppressed these practices within their do-
minions. Thus are we to understand that
British influence }}as from north to south,
through an extent of territory exceeding 2500
miles in length, succeeded in putting an end
to horrid crueltics, with which, as identified
with the idolatry of India, it was in former
times deemed inexpedient and dangerous to
interfere. This we hail as a happy begin-
ning, and trust that ere long Government will
see it to be its true interest, as well as its du-
ty, to confess the T'ruth in the midst of idolatry,
and, wherever it plants its schools, to intro-
duce through these the knowledge of the liv-
ing God, and of His Son Jesus Christ, whom
He has sent. Lord Hardinge has resigned
his Government into other hands ; and, when
we think of the talents, and energy, and
Christian character of the nobleman who has
succeeded him, we are confident that the
course of moral improvement will advance
under the most favourable auspices ; we trust
that, through his influence and example, the
Redeemer’s name will be honoured in the high
places of authority, and that every possible
encouragement will be afforded to the messen-
gersof Truth and Salvaiion; we should rejoice
to see fulfilled in the Government of the Earl
of Dalhousie the sublime words spoken to
David by the Rock of Israel, * He that ruleth
over men must be just, ruliug in the fear of
God. And he shall be as the light of the
morning when the sun riseth, even a morning
without clouds; as the tender grass springing
out of the earth by the clear shining after
rain.”

BAPTIST MISSIONS IN INDIA.
(From the Baptist Missionary Herald for May.)

But a clear perception of the position of our
Mission, and of the duties of the churches in
reference to it, can be gained oniy by examin-
ing these results more closely The briefest
sammary of them is encouraging, but minuter
investigation is essential to a just appreciation
of their value and instructiveness. It will be
found, for example, that the progress of the
Society in visible and substantial results has
been advancing much more rapidly of late
years than at first. From the commencement
of the Mission in 1793 to the year 1837, the
volumes of Scriptures printed by our brethren
amounted to 240,065. Between 1837 and 1847,
the volumes printed amounted to 503,205.—
In the last ten years, therefore, the volumes
printed were more than double the number
printed in the preceding forty. _

These facts, it will be observed, suggest no
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‘comparison of the men who prepared these , hringing under the notice of that Jouraal a
works, but only of facilities of Inbaur ant of Vover from a Hyndy Inguirer,” which had
progressivo success. They show merely that | appeared in a natne paper, * the organ of
what the Jhurch of Christ gains in one uge 111 the edueated antichnstian party of India.”

ained, if’ her members are fairhful, for all! Jtis indeed a hopeful andic stion when a spirit of
time, and that the balting point of the labours inguiry is awakened. Soojpised 13 such a apurit
of one race ot nussionaries lsl'!c SrLNz-pot ' n e interests off id datry unt good must result.
of the next.  What was spent in reducing lan- | When many are led to inquire, there is reasun o
guages to writing and in preparing grammars "hope that some faw will be led onward and on-
and dictionaries, and rude elementary transla- | ward, ull the ful blaze of Gospel llil}t burst in
tions, is now devoted exciusively 10 revision ' upon and dispel the darkness into w 'd‘l a r“"“‘

d improvement.  Nor let this work be un- | relizion had plunged their race.  How melancholy
an | e ler the cire ~og. | 19 the preture thus presented © of the workings of a
derrated. Revison is, uader the cireumstances, | oy steuggling betwseen darkness and light 1% W
re-translation, and 13 as nccessary to mahe the | hase here descrhed a native ycuth enlightencd and
versions intelligible and acceptable as were the Linstiacted in the w'sdom of this world. Refinement
original lahours of aur brethren.

Afterseverat of feching and of thought is there—muorality, decency
revised editions of various Eustern verswons, | of deportment, intelligence, alulity—all are there ;
especially of the Sanscrir and the Bengali, it | yet there is a earful vout, L one thing needful is
may be safely aftirmed that the editions now wauting ; and of 1}'1:}“ avail are all the r?sl't The
in use are as idiomatic andl intelligible to the | Jamp of life %28 Mekering in the socket e knouw
ives of India, as is our English version in | e 5 o
;l;:itsl country. Nor is their lur::rury value, in :,‘:‘c'::zihc .‘.v;:l-§3}3§;;$tzcf‘ch‘;::}:’;;;fv,?il;:;’,:
fixing and perpetuating the languages in which and darkness” ‘How fearful is the thaught of such
they are written, unimportant. .. an end; yet, als! such is theend of muny, not
he progresstve inerease of conversions s . only amongst the heathen, but cven in Christian
equa"y cheering. From adocument, recently | lands and amongst those who hase and kunow' the
rinted under the sanction of the Calcutua

Truth, but walk uot in its ways.

Missionary Confereuce, it appears that, of the | _How great must l“f the M'S,S'O“f"‘y’s Joy "hc{" one
fifty years which have elapsed since the com- : :2:"3'}.‘{0"; lr’?:“:‘::":g“‘ such a doom, as 3 bran
mencement of our 'MIS»?‘IOO. bcr ;‘l"'i_qed "_’.'" The Lfe of a Missionary may be one of hardship,
Eeﬂﬁds of ten years each, the fo owing will , privation and toil, but tus task s a blessed one.  His
¢ found to represent the professed conVersions ! pary 09 through difficultics, dangers, discourage-
that have taken place among the natives in ments and obstacles of every kind.  He may be
the one province of Bengal, in conne'\i‘inn with | destined 10 toil perseveringly, hutbly yet hopefully,
the different mussionary societies.  I'he eon.

year after year, withuut being permitied to sce the
versions ecmong Europeans, or in other presi- | frails of his labaur. IHis sun may cven sei before
dencies, are not included.

“ the seed cast upon the waters return,” yet he has
From 1793, when Dr. Carey landed in Indig | 2! the whie been accomplishing much good.  His

A . o
t0 1803, tho conversions annvznced amounted

holy exaaple, lus frequent exhortations, lus unrepin-
ing,unremitting constancy, and unwearied devoticn to

fo N N - . . . 26 the cause of us Master may have heen preparing the
From 1803101813 . | 161 il for an abundant harvest to spring up.  ‘The day
From 1813 t0 1823 . . . 4063 of amal! things 1s not L2 be despised  nid missions are
From 1823 t0 1833 . . 675 F-)l to be gronouglcccllo unp;pg.l:cﬁ'\ c, uccausg lhc)‘: may
From 1833 10 1843 . . . 1045 or years be unable to exhibit a laree num! oer of con~
From 1843 to 1847 (three years verls.  Missious arc cver a!tcndctfwilh dlﬂiculhc:s;
aud three months) . 819 but these difficultics should stimulate us to go0n in

the good work, assured that light will crentually
prevail over the powers of darkness.

When, after the devotion of a lifetime and the
consccration of his wholc crergies to the onc splendid
oliject, the phitanthropic Wilberforce tniumnphed over
every obstacle and beheld the shattered fetters falling

Twenty-six the fisst ten years, and 819 the
last three; with a considerable increase of la-
bourers of course, but with no such increase
betveen any two recent periods as can at i |
suffice to explain the result.  T'he case is <l
that when the adversaries of the ‘Pruth begin to
fall defore it, they surely fall, and each trie
convert becomes a double gain, a loss to the |
foe, and an accession of sirength, an instru-
ment of new victory, to the Christian host.

Oi tire numbers just given, it is not easy to
say how miany are 1n connexion with our Mis-
sion, For the last three vears however, we
have ascertained the exact results. In 1843 |
there were added to the churches at the twen-
1y-four stations of the Society in Bengal

87 members, anaverage of 4 1o cach
In 1846, 162

wde expanse of the British domintons strode forth a
man—a free man, the thanks and homage of a nation
unmortahized his name by associating it with the
cmanetpation of the Negro.  No such ecarthi
hansurs await the Mussionary, no carthly crown will
encircle his brow ; but s is the ha Py consciousness
of knowing that he 100 is cngaged in a strugzle no
less noble and no less honourable.  He 1s the fecble
mstrument emplayed to break in sunder thie feltess
of a slavery more dcbasing and more degrading
than was ever reached by the lowest depths of
the basest seefdom that human tyranny ever devised.
Rich thenis the recomnense of the a\ﬁllissionury’.-;
* seward, when he s permated to know that one sou
In184/, 207 b * 12 .,  has been rescued froxx’:c the soul-destroying thraldom of
Or, omutuing from this hist the Europeans bap- !y wdolatry which presents before the view of the
tzed, the natives added wathin the last three | dying sinncr no hope of 2 blessed immortality and
years to churches in connexion with the Bap. nought bat * shadaws, clouds and darkness.” ]
tist Missionary Sceiety, amount to abnut npe Afler recording anuther conversion and detailing
half of all the accessinas to <l the Evangelica; ! the operations and explaining the plans of the Mus-
i . sion, Dr. Duff exclaims
churches in Bengal When will Scotland awake, .

IMPORTANCE OF PREACHING
IV CONDUCTING MISSIONS 1IN ~HINA, BY
MR. POHLMAN,

[ From the Boston Missionary Herald Jor Mareh. |
The resclutions of the Committee an tae subject
of missions to China may, for conronicnzo,be roferred

" 11}

EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM Dnp. DUFF, | ~
CALCUTTA.

We commend to our readers the subjoined '
Extract from a letter of Dr. Duff in the
May number of the Fros Church Record, |

from the limbs of the Negro, who then throughout the | 1
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The first regards the orat
publication of the Gospel to the Chintse; the sccond,
the subsidiary means to ve used 5 and the third, the
posts that ought tu be occupied by tho American
Board. OQu the first 1wo points much may be said
which applies to all missionary fields, and much also
that is peculiar to the Chinese. There are special
roasons fur *f verbal messazes® o this people, rea-
sons which cither do not exist at all, or 0 & very
limited exwent, in other parts of the world. At the
same time 1t may be shown that all other means
must be modified according to the zeal and cnesgy
devoted ty this grand object. §t is therefore hizh
tume that the peculiar phases of the missionary work
in China be fully understocd, so that time and lubour
and money may naither be misspent nor misapplied.
In a ficld the largest that has ever Invited the efforts
of God's people it is abave all important that a right
beginning should be made. An error at the outset
may affect all future operations. If preaching the
Gospel is the great aim of a mission to China, it mill
30on, with the blessing of G4, acquire strength and
vigor 3 if printing and schools mainly engage the st~
tenticn, 2 mission may struggle on for years in a
weak and sickly state, either producing no fruit at all,
oronly such as blaststheexpeetations,and disappoints
the hopes, of the labourers on the ground, and their
patrons ¢f the Board, and the Churches at home.

I rejoice, therefore,that the Committee are impress-
¢d with this subjcet, and have haid down, as a starting
point, “that the grand object, for which the Board
should sustzin missions in China, is the oral publica-
tion of the Gospel to the Chinese people.”  Let this
object be kept distictly in view by patrons and
dircctors who abide by the stuff, and by preachers
and devoted men in the field; and we may expect
that Ged will own His work, and cause this land to
resound with the high praises of our Redeemer.
We may be sure we are in the right way, when we
are following out God’s plan. In every age of the
Church, it is simply preaching the Word, that has
Leen attended with the peculiar blessing of Heaven.
And in cvery subsequent triumph of the Goapel the
*¢ foolishness of preaching” will bear a conspicuous
Fart, if it be not the sole means used by the Hol
Spirit for the salvation of men. Thi.e is no such
thing as fail in the ¢ hristian’s vocabulary, so long
as he isntent or: doing the Saviours werk in the
Saviour’s way. Every argument for every work in
this world must resolve itself into this: ¢ Whae
saith the Scripture "> Hence first and foremost
stands out the plain, practicable command of Christ
to ““preach the Gospel® 1o the millions of China. It
now the Providence of God unites with His Word in
urging home this important daty ; if great and effee-
tual doors are open 5 if & whole nauon is thrown
open to the labours of the Church ; if ignorance of
elters issuch as to call loudly for the living t. acher
if all their circumstances, their crrors, their language,
their inability fully to understand our books, their
social character, their mentat imbecility, their pro.

to three general lieads.

Y | gress in ~ivilization, their idea of the way in which

opinions are to be promulged, their desire to hear
foreign teachers, their willingness to assemble for
this object, their freedom rom caste aud national
systems of religion 3 if all these accord with,and add
new foree to, the simple command of our asceading
iord, how culpable is the Church, if she do not
““charge” her missionaries, “ before God and the
Lord Jesus Christ, to preack the Word, be instant
in scason, out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort,
sth all long suffering and doctrine;” and how
doubly culpable will missionarics be, if they in any
way neglect to ¢ do the work of an evangelist,®® and
thus fail to ““ make full proof ¢* their ministry !

That there now exists in reference to China tiia
concurrence of command and condition, ceiling for
the clear, formal, and oft repeated announcement of
the Gospel 5 that the call of Ged 2nd the circum-
stances of the people, like a seven-tongued truapet,
are anging in our cars 1o arouse ta action ; and that
nceessity is laid upon us to preach the Gospzl, to
prochaim Christ everywhere 1o this great nation, I
shall now proceed 10 demonstrate, It is ;mper to
remark, that tho following statements and conclu-
sions are results of several years® Iabour and obser-
vation at Amoy. Thoy will, however, hold trup in
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-the maln at all the five ports, and, it is believed,
throughout the whole empire.

1. The number of intelligent readers, compared
with the whole population, is very small. This as-
sertion may sound strange to those who have been
led to regard the Chinese as ¢ a nation of readers;”
but all opinions on this subject, as many others con-
nected with China, must yield to increasing light
and cvidence. Unhappily many conclusions have
been formed about this people, which have not a
sufficient basis to support them. Now, however,
the country is open, and we possess the means of
correcting wrong impressions. ~ As regards the num-
ber of readers, we are no longer in the dark. From
the array of facts already collected, the opinion is
becoming prevalent, and that as regards the mass
of the people, the Chinese are far from being a
“ literary nation.” Thisis sofar from being the case,
that those, who are most conversant with all classes
of the Chinese, hazard nothing in saying that even
intellizent readers are very few. This is especially
5 of those who are now most accessible to mission-
ary effort, that is, the inferior orders of society, 1t
is seldom that more than one out of ten of the com
mon men, who are mest to be met with and most
open to our labours, can get the least good from a
book. The proportion of females to malesin China
js about as four o six, and itis so rare to find a
female who can read, that it may be said, the path-
way to learning is entirely closed to that portion of
the community. Here then at once is nearly a
maoiety of the population, who must be taught the
Gospel by the living voice, or they will never know
¢ what they must do to be saved.” The male por-
tion of the inhabitants are commonly comprised by

. Chinese within four general ranks or divisions of
sociely. Of these ¢ the literary”’ stands at the head;
then comes ¢ the agricultural 3” in the third rank
are * mechanics and labourers,” and by a strange
valuation, which the Chinese alone are capable of
making, the  mercantile community” occupy the
lowest rank in the scale. The first division are of
course all readers; the scholars, the literati of
the nation and the officers are all confined to that
class. But how is it with the other ranks on the
subject of education ? We have made inquiry, we
have oursclves witnessed what we affirm ; and the
best that can be said of the three remaining divisionsis,
that excepting two or three out of ten of the mercan-
tile community very few can read intelligibly the
easiest native work in the Chinese language. And
the reason of this is obvious.
intend to make the literary degrces and official
dignity their great aim, remain long enough at study
to acquire stamina to proceed on. A livelihood be-
ing their only object, by the time a few thousand
characters are mastered, the mass of students are
driven by poverty, or a dssire to get gain, to turn
their small acquisitions to immediate use. An
acquaintance with even afew hundred of the plainest
words will often suffice for this purpose. It is no
argument against the above statement, that we
meet constantly with plain men, who call characters
by their proper name ; for in an ordinary book every
word may be correctly named and distinctly enunci-
ated, yet what better is a man for that 1 Itisonly
like o child prattling A B C without knowing the
reason. All the characters in a book may be rightly
pronounced, and yet from inability to explain the
meaning it is still a sealed book.

Again, the majority of the people arc poor, very
poor, and this is pleaded, and for the most part justly
too, as the sole cause of inability to read. Among
113 country population whole masses of youths are
growing up in profound ignorance of the knowledge
contained in books. In many places there is not a
single school.  As a general estimate, not more than
one in ten of the adult villagers can read the most
cormmon Chinese essay s0 as to understand it thor-
ouzhly. ‘This is not mere conjecture. In our
jtinerary labours in the country we have made this a
matter of inquiry. In two villages of a superior
rank, whose population is at least 12,000, there
are only five schools, in which last year but six
boys were learning to read. In eight pleasant vil-
lages of high reputation near Amoy, we found still
{ewer schools and fewer readers. The city of Amoy

_ ins a population of about 250,000 ; and for

None but those who-
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eoducating its thousands of youth it was reported by
a person employed to collect the statistics of the city
for us, that last year there were only eighty-four
schools open, containing 1,405 boys. \Vhere there
is this deplorable deficiency of the means for learning
to read, it is not to be wondered at, that readers are
few, and that we should feel the urgent necessity of
living teachers being sent in great numbers, as the
only way to diffuse far and wide the saving truth of
Christ and His salvation.

2. The mass of - superstitions aud traditions”
afloat among the people, is another peculiarity, call-
ing for faithful preachers of the Gospel. In China
there is no standard of religious belicf’ and practice—
no long established system of error to which the
people are blindly wedded to the exclusion of all
opinions. The three sects, Confucianists, Buddhists,
and Taouists, though distinct in their origin, are at
present so mixed and blended in practice, that nearly
every person believes and follows so much of any or
all of them as suits his own convenicnce. By a
sort of blind indifference in religion every man
secms perfectly satisfied to let his neighbour enjoy
the same liberty. For all their mummeries there is
no appeal to Vedas, to the Koran, or to sacred books
of any kind. They say and do as “ the traditions of
their fathers” have taught them to say and do,
not knowing what they believe, and assigning as the
sole reason for their practice that it is ¢ Chinese cus-
tom.”” Hence we seldom meet with contenders.
None are found daring enough seriously to persist in
defending whatis so contrary to reason and common
sense, not to say the revealed will of God. What
we say is pronounced “reasonable,” and, were it
not for the firm grasp by which superstitious fcars
and traditionary errors bind this people, we might
expect to see many of them throwing off the shack-
les of blind custom and choussing the more excel-
len{ way. Nothing but oral instruction will meet
this exigeney. To us is committed the task, not of
entering the arena of religious controversy, not of
batiling with an ancient impregnable system of lying
vanities, but simply that of ¢ expounding unto them
in all the Scriptures the things concerning Christ.””
Blind superstition is now reigning among a vast
majority. Vain tradition is more or less affecting the
whole _population. These must all be swept away
by public preaching and teaching, by clearly unfold-
ing the truth asit is in Jesus. Pcople feel that they
must do something. They cannot remain easy, and,
until Gospel requirements are made known, they
will go on till death plunges them in eternal ruin.
Nothing but the omnipotent power of the Gospel
will reach the case. These idle tales, thesc vain
imaginations, these silly notions, these nonsensica
opinions, these bloody rites, these cruel practices,l
can no more withstand the clear exhibition of Gos-
pel truth and the faithful warnings of God’s servants
than ice can resist the heat of the summer’s sun.

3. The langucge of China is addressed more to
fhe ear than to the eye, which presents another press-
ing plea for the living voice. The diffcrence between
the written and spoken languages is so grcat, that
all, who wish to understand books and teach book
knowledge, must in fact learn two distinct languages.
‘The written language hasnot unaptly been compared
to the numerals, 1, 2, 3, &c., which have a definite
value. The characters have an alnost unvarying
signification in all the provinces of the empire, and,
when used according to Chinese style, may be un-
derstood by the  literary class” every where. Not
s0 with the spoken language. The colloguial dialects
are almost numberless, and every one of the 30,000
characters in Chinese must have a sound and signifi-
cation attached to it in all these local dialects. The
ear must be addresssed as well as the eye. To
each character must be assigned its appropriata
meaning in the dialect of the place. By combining
the characters into sentences their value is modified,
and the meaning often so changed as to be essentially

anew word, requiring a new colloquisl phrase to

explain it. Henee the written language is complete-
ly unintelligible without verbal exp anations, and
these explanations must vary in all the provinces
and departments and districts of China. ‘o reach
all these vast multitudes, what a variety of dialects

must be acquired! How many hundreds of preachers
will be needed to speak to all this people! How

long, 0o, shall it bs before China’s ¢ day of Pente--
cost’? shall come, when the people shall say one to-
another, ¢ How hear we cvery man in our own-
tongue whercin we were born 4 Diwellers in Pekin

and Amoy and Canton, strangers from the northern,

southern, eastern and western provinces, ©we
do hear them spealk in our own tongues the wonder-

ful works of God.” If we rcly upon the wrilten:
language alone for spreading the Gospel in Chingy:
millions inthis grcat nation must die without a knowl-

edze of the plan of salvation. On the other hand

let the spoken dialect of every place be learned, and

the glad tidings be sounded in the ears of the multi-

tude ; let a native ministry be raised up, let the doe-

trines of the Cross be instilled into the minds of the

people by patient teaching ; and we may expect that
the work of the Lord will go forward, although every

printing press be stopped, and every tract be com-

mitted to the flames.

3. The inability of the Chinese fully fo under-
stand our bool:s presents a loud call for teachers to
guide them. We came here entire strangers to the
modes of thought, the style of speaking and writing,
and the whole idiom of the language. The very best
acquisition in learning any language is to be able
to write it correctly. With all our care, there will
always be more or less of foreign idiom in all pro~
ductions made by foreigners. In so0 far as this is
the casc, the books will be unintelligible. And, even

Iif native teachers compose, and & work is in the

highest degree idiomatic, still the subject is new.
To many words and phrases introduced by mission-
aries new mecanings must be given. Thisis una-
voidable, inasmuch as all our publications teach =
new religion, enforce new duties, inculcate new
doctrines. Hence a Christian book may be taken
up by intelligent Chinese, and on examination be
cast down with disgust as containing so much gib--
berish. Even the Holy Scriptures are pronournced:
dark and unmcaning ; and, should the question be
asked of any of our books, * Understandest thou
what thou readest 2,”it is feared the almost universal
reply would be, * How can I, except some man
should guide me 1 The Chinese have a stereotyped
way of writing as well as doing every thing else.
Their collocation of words, their forms of expression,
are uniform and strange. It is difficult to teach re~
ligion in such narrowly defined limits. The Bible
will perhaps never meet the Chinese views of proper
style ; and any writing that is not so, will not be
read and studied. Qur main dependence, therefore,
for a full exposition of Gospel truth, even 1o the most
learned of the Chinese, must be on those who, as
Philip taught the eunuch, shall * open their mouths
and preach unto them Jesus.”

5. The social character of the people invites the
labours of oral instructors. In no heathen country
do we find such attention paid to friendly intercourse.
The people of all classes love to talk, and hours
may be spent in social visits and pleasant converse.
The scholar will often leave his books, the farmer
his plough, the workman his tools, and the merchant
his trade, to sit down and have a friendly interchange
of thoughts and opinions, to learn the news of the
day, or to discuss matters of dress, of customs, of
foreign mauners, and of idle gossip. Formal visite
are received and returned with the utmost politeness
and ceremony, and opportunities for secing and talk-
ing with men, women and childrcn are to be met
with at all hours of the day. It nceds nut be feared
that the complaisance, which Chinesc show towards
each other, will not be manifcsted towards foreigners.
On the contrary, the people love to be noticed and
spoken {0 by us. A kind and gentle mien, a pleas-
ant word, a friendly salutation will ever meet with
a corresponding return from the most menial China«
man. In this respect missionaries to China have
a peculiar advantage over those who, in countrics
less civilized or wholly barbarous, are looked upon
us beings of another order, or coming from some un-
known corner of creation. Here our lives and prop-
crty are not only secure, but we can form part of
the social circle, and talk to the people of peace and
pardon through the blood of the 1.amb. Common
politeness will lead our hearers to listen. What an
opening this for those who are gifted with conversa-
tional powers, and grace to employ them in God’s
service ! And another advantage appears in



8. The progress of the people in civilization. In
Chiga a foundation is laid for the preacher. The
rogress of the nation in rational principles, in
'orms of law and order, in a proper valuation of re-
ciprocal duties and the relations of lifc, affords a
vantage ground, sought for in vain among savages,
and of which missionaries ought gladly to avail
themselves. Herc we have many commonly ac-
knowledged axioms, which may serve as a stepping-
stone to greater and more important topics. Benev~
olent exertions are patronized by the mzjority of the
people, and principles from which by Divine assis-
tance we can coavince them of their errors and
point them to the only remedy for lost sinners.
Many of the moral maxims of the Chinese would do
“honour to Christianity. ¢ The golden rule”is in-
culcated ; nearly ell the commands of the sccond
table of the moral law are taught either by precept,
or by traditionary authority ; and many of the senti-
ments of the celcbrated classics are in exact accord-
ance with the spirit of the Gospel. Besides these
there are hundreds of “favourite sayings and proverbs,
which are always the best sources of information
respecting the real character and condition of a peo-
ple.””  The aphorisms of the Chinese are full of mean-
ing,and may be used with advantage in communicat-
ing truth ; so that, reasoning {rom their own princi-
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of idolatry and deception, been propagated in China ?
It is chiefly by oral instruction. The priest has
taken his books and explained them to the people.
Hordes of these deceivers have visited every part of
the land, and imposed on the credulity of the inhabi~
tants by foolish stories of the incarnations of Buddh,
and relating marvellous iniracles performed by the
ods.
i & In China there is also a class of men devoted ex-
“clusively to the work of familiar discourse. In
; walkinz through a Chinese city, we may see a con-
grezation of attentive listeners scated around a public
"declaimer 1n a large area or some cool place urder
_a tree, intent on hearing traditions, or stories handed
~down from former dynasties. For this hc receives
: money, whichis collected at short intervals from the
{ audicnce. The speaker holds a book in his hand,
i and is full of action. By his skill and loquacity he
| succeeds in detaining his hea.ers long enough to hear
several portions of history, not unfrequently for
i hours, ‘Thisis called kong ko, or discoursing about
| the ancients ; and our preaching is designated by
i the same phrase. If a missionary acquires a good
i command of the language, and is able to discourse
fluently on the Bible, why may he not be equally
successful in drawing togcther and detaining 2 con-
| gregation of willing hearers of the “ Word of life 7

les, which are universally known, a prcacher may | No method of operations promises fairer in China

instil the doctrines of the Cross, and point out the
necessity of a Mediator. Thus in their moral and
didactic works,and in detached colloquial sentences,
we have materials prepared, which the skill of the
devoted servants of Christ may mould irto convine-
ing arguments and spirit-stirring appeals to the
hearts and consciences of this people.

7. The mental imbecility of the mass of the people
can be aroused only by verbal exhortations. What-
ever may be said of the progress of the Chinese ir
many of the arts of civilized life, of their noble sys-
tem of moral ethies, of their filial piety and social
character, no one will dare affirm that asa people
they have made the least approximation to a sotution
“of the great question, ©“ how shall man be just with
God P’ On all spiritual subjects there is a torpidity
of mind which is amazing. Their notions of virtue
and vice are obscure in the highest degree. 'Che
lower classes cxhibit, indeed, on all matters great
mental vacuity.
day is, ¢ What shall we eat,and what shall we drink,
and wherewithal shall we be clothed > This being
the case in ordinary concerns, how much more will
it appear in affairs of spiritual and eternal moment,
which are almost entirely hidden from their eyes!
How now is this mass of immortal mind to be
aroused from its torpidity 7 Is it not by fervid and
oft repeated exhibitions of Gospel truth, by solemn
appeals, by faithful warnings, by unfolding the
spirituality of God’s law, and the hidden mystery of
redeeming love through the cross of Christt We
may rely upon it, there will be no march of mind, no
investigation, no spirit of inquiry, nn general desire

. to become fully indoctrinated in the truths of Chris-
tianity, until the present utter indifference of the
ople is removed by God’s blessing on the prcached
e‘elord. Nothing is more needed now in China than
« gons of thuader” to warn and exhort this slum-
bering people. to arouse them from their lethargy,
to ¢ preach boldly> Christ and Him crucified, and
to declare fearlessly the whole counsel of God,
whether men will hear or whether they will forbear.
No form of depravity can stand, no slumberers can
slecp, in the presence of the faithful, zealous, pure
preaching of the Gospel.

8. Publie preaching is not a novel thing to the
Chinese. The Chinese sages and moralists enjoin
the duty of communicating the knowledge one may
possess to others. It is called “sclfishness” to hide
the light of truth, or to forbid its bemg exhibited to
mankind. The greatest men in Chinese history have
been preachers, and nearly all their wisdomn is hand.
ed down to us in the form of speeches. The Shoo-
ing, the oldest Chinese classic, embodies the advice
and moral naxims of the ancient kings,and the whole
work is nothing buta series of addresses. The great-
est of all sages, the celebrate?t Confucius, travelled
about to instruct and civilize the people. ~Like our
Saviour, he is said to-have “sat and taught his dis-
ciples.” And how has Buddhism, that great system

The chief question from day to*

"build at once,

jthan stated, formal exhibitions of the Gospel at &

'limc and place where the people can sit without
i molestation. and listen without fear of being called
"on for contributions to sustain the preacher and the
place. .

9. The destre of many of the people to hear foreign-
ers isn another loud eall for preaching missionaries.
Besides the novelty of a foreigrer speaking Chinese
there is the style of delivery-the manner of speaking,
which attracts notice.  There are the warm heart,
the earnest expression, the striking allusion, the ap-
propriate figure. There is very little feeling in a
nat.ve speaker. It is not unfrequently the ease, that
an zudienee will retire under his speaking, but fill up
when the missionary speaks, This has been noticed
often atall the places where there are native converts
cmployed as evangelists.  We are known and ac-
knowleiiged of the common peopie as men far supe-
rior to themselves 5 our words have weight, and often,
as we speak, the response scems to fall involuntarily
from the lips of many,  reasonable,” ¢ correct,”
“right.” We are also snon known every where as
those who ““declare unto them Jesus end the resur-
rection.”” At times, as we pass all along the strects,
may be heard such appellations applied to us as
¢ dizcoursers on Jesuys,” ¢ sages,” ¢ warners of the
are,” ¢ exhorters to good,” ““street preachers,”’ &ec.
Not unfrequently we are asked to preach, and,'when
we stop, are begged to say more. The people sce
that we are in solemn carnest, that our object is not
mercenary ; that we ¢ scek them, not theirs.”” Hence
it is that they are willing to sit and hear us through,
and some even come repeatedly for religious instrac-
tion. This leads me to state finally, &s the most
gratifying evidence of the honour God is putting on
preaching.and the call for more persevreing effort in
this important and necessary work,—

10. The willingness of many lo assemble for
worship. Perhaps there 1s no other missionary field
in which attentive audicnces can so easily be obtain-
ed. At all the stations where public worship is
maintained, respectable congregations attend. At
present Shanghai is the only one of the five ports
where a hoase of worship has been erected, and this
iserowdaed. A latier from the Rev. John Stronach,
our delegnte to the Bible convention rnow in session
at Shanghai, says: ¢ What splendid congregations
in Dr. Medhurst’s Charch! About 260 Chinese
attend in the forenoon ; 400 or 300 in the afterncon,
and as many at night,—besides about 159 at the
hospital at the same hour in the evening.” At the
nther ports, Chinese houses have been converted in-
to chapels, and are well attended. As soon as suita-
ble Churches are crected, we may expect to sce
more interest manifested by the better classes, and
the demand fur clear, faithful preaching proportion-
ably increased. At present the principal hearers in
 this city are the lower classes ; but,as a site is sclect-
i ed and secured for @ Church, which it is designed to
we hope thus to draw together the
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middle and higher clasees of scelety, and especially
the female portion of the community. Women will
attend, no doubt, in great numbers, when they can
occupy scats separate and specially rescrved for their
accommodation. lere there are no bars to gociety.
In India the system of caste shuts out one portion of
the people from another, and excludes all from com-
ing under Christian influence. But in China all
ranks and clasces of men ascociate together 3 the
officer and his attendants, the master and his menials,
the highest and the lowest may with propriety come
and sit together in our houses of worship to hear the
Gospel. From day to day, in these populous citles,
there is a large floating population, whose home
seems to be in the streets, and who are ready to drop
in any where to while away a little time. Others
leave their homes on purpose to attend, and this day
after day. The truth is, that all who are any way
interested in the matter would rather any time
‘“ come and hear’ at our chapels, than sit down at
home to try to derive profit from our books. ~The
Chinese are emphatically a talking, hearing, congre-
gating people. As such, our duty to them as am-
bassadors for Christ is plain ; we must do as the an-
gel of the Lord commanded ¢ Peter and the other
apostles ;> * Go, stand and spcak in the temple to
the people all the words of this life.

Thus the providence of God is uniting with His
word in urging a specific duty on the Church—that
of at once supplying oral instructors to the milliors
of China. Is it asked, how many are needed 1. The
reply is, ¢ Lift up your eyes and look on the fields ;
for they are white already to harvest.”” Untd this
great harvest field is as well supplied as America,
you cannot send tco many. We want men of picty,
of zeal, of sound practical judgement,of vigorous ac-
tivity of mind and body. Let none be frightened on
account of the language. All who can read distinct-
ly and with proper emphasis in English—all who
can cnunciate clearly—all who can appreciate good
speaking in othevs and can preach acceptably at
home, will be able to do the same here. If a person
has in addition a good car for music, so much the
better ; but let no one think that it is necessary for
him to be a singer before he can preach in Chinese.
A fluency in his mother tongue is far more importast.
As a general thing, 2 missionary will be in a foreign
tongue what he is in his own. Is he-clear and dis-
tinct in the one, so will he be in the other. It he pro-
nounces badly, reads poorly, speaks indifferently in
English, he will be apt to do the same in Chireze. Let
then the number of men be swelled at once to three
times the present ; and let all who come be deter-
mined on stopping short of nothing less than ability
to communicate fully and freely with the pedple.
God,in His sovereignty,employs whatcver organa He
pleases to bring men to o knowlege of the trath;
but it is not sayinz too much when we assert that in
China our chief reliance is on the ear, and not on
the eye. He who made man, knows what is in
man, and has hence shut us up to a simple line of
duty, denominated ¢ foolishness of preaching,”
which, in its very nature, is remarkably calculated
to arrest the aticntion and affect the heari. Evenin
Christian lands, in the midst of books and knowlcdge,
it is spcaking into the car which arouscs the emotions
of the soul.  Hence lectures, speeches and addreszes
are employed to diffuse information and excite the
mind to thoaght and investigation. Can we expect
to succecd cn any other plan among a heathen peo-
ple? No. God Himself has sealed this ordinance
of His own appontment with aseal of rich merey to
thousands of poor, degraded idolaters. The success
of a mission will be in proportion to the time and
labour and pairs bestowed vpon public, faithful ex-
positions of Bible truth. ‘The cxpcrience of all
devoted missionarics is uniform on that point; and
some have regretted,when too late, that they did not
make public speaking and oral instruction the great
business of their lives. Dr. Milnc says : “ I record
with regret, that even to the present hour the cir-
cumstances of the mission have never been such as
to admit of devoiing that portion of time and atten-
tion to oral instruction, which the extreme ignorance
of the heathen requires.”” 'This was said afler
years of the most self-denying labour in writing,
preparing matter for the press, and other usefel em-
ployments at Malacca. ¥ould we avoid unavailing
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regrets hereafler, let us now fulfil our high ealling. |

It is an easy matter to declare in general terms that
preaching the Gospel is the great aim of a mission to
China ; but we must feel and daily act on this be-
lief. Many a missionary finds it easy also to quiet
his conscience with the comforting salvo, that he is
fulfilling his high commission, when he is making
books, or printing in English, or devoting his ener-
gies to healing the sick, or teaching a tew boys the
elements of his own language, But is this what we
designate by the term “ preaching’ at home? Is
this the meaning of the “ great commission,” * Go
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every
creature P’ Some we know there are who would
thus explain it; but all those explanations of the
last command of Christ which tend to weaken the
full and obvious meaning of the words, are deeply
to be deprecated. To state, for example, that the
term used by our Saviour for ¢ preach,’’means merely
¢ to exhibit the Gospel in any way,” is wrong. And
yet it is often asserted, that by holy living and
teaching, by the practice of medicine and book-mak-
ing, and other opecrations, the command of Christ is
as really obeyed as by the statcd and formal declara-
tion of the glad tidings of great joy. The tendency of
such an exposition is, to make missionaries satisfied
with any thing and everything they do on heathen
ground, without coming up to the plain and clear duty
of ““making Christians of all nations, by ¢ heralding
forth” or ¢ announcing publicly,” by ¢ proclaiming
to every creature,”” by preaching to every man,
woman and child, the glorious Gospel of the grace of
God  How pleasant on a dying bed to look back
and know that in this respect we have done our
duty ; that we have not ¥ ceased to warn every man,
night and day, with tearss’ that we ¢ have taught
publicly, and from house to house ;* that with Paul
we can say, “I take you to record this day, that I
am pure from the blood of all men ; for I have not
shunned to declare untoyou all the counsel of God 3
that we have taken ¢ heed to all the flock over which
the Holy Ghost has made us overseers, to feed the
Church of God, which He hath purchased with His
blood 3’ and that we can now * finish our course
with joy, and the ministry which we have received
of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace
of God.”

OLD CALABAR.
(Fyrom the United Presbyterian Church’s Record for
June.)

The people of Old Calabar are colonists,
who took possession of their present residence
a little more than a century ago, and are sup-
posed to be a branch of the race which inbabits
the Egbo Shary country, stretching from the
Cross river to Bouny on the west, and to Eboe
on the north. Itis remarkable that they prac-
tise circumcision, sprinkle on festival days the
blood of the Egbo goat, and make, by putting
the blood of a goat upon the parties, a covenant
of friendship—rites which resemble those that
prevailed in the days of Abraham. There
are certain names also which preclude the per-
sons who bear them from eating cow’s flesh.
Now that our missionaries have resided among
them for some time, and are getting acquaint-
ed with their habits, it is found that they are
a people imbedded in superstitions and strange
customs. Satan has bound them in the stron-
gest fetters, and it is obvious that nothing but
the power of God can make them change their
modes of conduct. Many of their rites are
showy and mysterious, full of barbaric pomp,
and evidently designed to overawe the com-
mon people, and to operate as a mecans of
cheap rule. Their wailings for the dead, ac-
companied by dances and fantastic ceremonies
of various descriptiops; their noisy biennial
rites for the expulsion of ghosts from the town;
their manifold Egbo processions, masquerades,
and secret meetings, attended by every thing
in the form of dress, musie, and attitude, fitted
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to impress with alarm the ignorant mind, all
belong to this character. Add to this their
prayers to the dead, theit wotship of the hq-
man skull, their belief in necromancy, their
consultations of juju men, their ordeal by the
poison naut, their sacrifices for the dead, and
their devil-bouses, and you have a system of
superstition, dark, sangninary, and oppressive,
which those only who have lived among the
people can adequately understand. Itis a
melancholy fact that the population is rapidly
decreasing, that the births do not cqual the
deaths, that all efforts to remedy this evil have
hitherto been unsuccessful, and that the popu-
lation is kept up solely by a constant influx of
slaves. It isto be hoped that the Gospel will,
by changing the demoralizing and destructive
customs of the people, stay this plague, and
£l that fine and fruitful land wnh a happy,
an industrious, and an increasing population.
We can scarcely eotertain too high an esti-
mate of Old Calabar, as a position admirably
adapted for securing the entrance of the Gospel
into the regions of Central Africa. The more
ample our information becomes, we are just
the more deeply impressed with the con-
viction that the Lord has led our missionaries
to the spot, which may be designated the key
of the vast valleys of fne Niger and itstributa-
ries. The people of the towns where our mis-
sion now is, are an intelligent race, considera-
bly advanced in civilization aod accustomed
to trade; and will, when converted, furnish
able and eflicient nissionaries and teachers.
The Cross River, a broad and majestic stream,
presents them with a meaus of cenveyance to
within & few miles of the Niger aud Tschadda;
and thus it may be said that the numecrous
millions which ‘occupy the fertile, populous,
and not unhealthful countries through which
these splendid rivers flow, are waiting for the
success of the Gospel on the coast. Itis our
purpose, then, to reinforce this missicn, and to
carry on the work there as vigorously as we
cans and, with this view, we have invited
home the Rev. William Anderson of Flosehill,
Jamaica, in order that he may supply the
place which the removal of Mr. Jameson has
left vacant. Let us pray that, through the
sanctified instrumentality of those already on
the field, or that may yet go forth to it, the
Word of the Lord may soon renovate the p-co-
ple of Old Calabar, and that from this place,
as from a second Antioch, the Gospel may
speedily sound out to the regions beyond.

PERSIA.

The following coramunication from the Rev
Dr. Glen, dated Techian, 26th January, 1848, giv-
ing an account of interviews which he had with
the Prime Minister a.nd the King of Persia, and of
their grateful acceptance of copics of the Holy
Scripturcs, will be read with deep interest. Itis
to be hoped that the favour, which has thus been
shown by the highc:st personages in Persia, will,
by the blessing of }:lim who has the hearts of all
men at his disposal, tend to secure the personal
safety of our agents, and facilitate the accomplish-
ment of the importa nt enterprisein which they are
engaged:—

Intsrview with the Prime Ministcr of Persia.—
Our interview with the Hajee, which, as was
stated by Andrew in his last letter, should have
taken place on the 1st instant, was postponed to
the 5th. In our previous arrangements we follow-
ed the direction of 1Ter Majesty’s minister, Colonel
Farrand, and his business agent, Mr. Reed, to

both of whom we have been much indebted for

their numerous kind attentions ever since our ar-
rival; and through them the Hajee was to give us
netice of the precise time at which he might find it
convenient to receive us. Meanwhile, we repaired
to the British palace, to be in waiting when the
premier’s messenger should announce that he was
disengaged. The general understanding was, that
we should present to him a copy of my translation
of the Old Testament by way of introduction, to
which, as a sequel, we had enclosed in the parcel
a copy of Martyn’s translation of the New Testa-
ment, here designated the Angeel. This, it may be
inferred, had not been anticipated by the Hajee,
as one of the fi:st things announced by his mes-
senger was, that a copy of the Angeel was also
wanted, an announcement which we considered as
an omen for good. Our way to the Hajee’s lay
through a narrow crowded bazaar ; and our friend
and adviser Colonel Farrand was so kind as to send
a few of his farrashes along with us to prevent mol-
estation, &c. Thus escorted, we proceeded to the
palace quite in the Persian style, and were politely,
not to say courteously, received by his Excellency.
The first of the three volumes to which he directed
his attention was Martyn’s Angeel, of the contenta
of which he must have had a considerable previous
knowledge, as he quoted several passages from
remory, and then turned them up, and read them
from the printed copy, making remarks as he went
on, in the hearing of the Meerzas and others in the
audience hall, The paseage first quoted had aref-
erence to the sending of the Holy Ghost, the
Comforter, which the Persians interpret as a pre-
diction that has received its fulfilment in their fa-
vourite prophet Mohammed. From the book of
Revelation he quoted that interesting passage,

| « Fle hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name

written, King of kings, and Lord of lords;” and
from the Old Testament, the prediction of Isaiah,
recorded in the 3d verse of the 42d chapter of his
propheeies, “ The bruised reed shall he not break,
and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he
shall bring forth judgement unto truth.”

It is universally admitted by competent judges
that the Hajee is a very learned man, particularly
in the theological department of Mahommedan
literature. Some thirty years ago, he was precep-
tor to his present Majesty; from which it may,
however, be naturally inferred, that he was then
understood to be an adept in other branches, which
by Cuurtiers would be considered as no less neces-
sary fora Prince than Divinity. Bethatas it may,
he informed us that, about that time, he had con-
sulted our sacred writings in two or three different
languages, which he named, and written severa|
treatises on their contents; but that other avoca-
tions had put it out of his power to digest and ar-
range them to his own liking for the perusal of
others. The gentlemen in waiting sustained the
validity of his apology ; and, when looked to for a
declaration of my opinion, I cordially significd my
acquiescence inthe soundness of their verdict. In
the course of the conversation, he addressed to us
a number of miscellaneous questions, which it
would be out of place to crowd into this brief sketch,
as they were simple, and generally easily disposed
of by categorical answers, Let one of them serve
as a specimen :—Addressing me, he asked whether
Andrew, who was then sitting by my side, was in
the service of the British Mission or not? I an-
swered that he was not. But, perceiving that in
this case he expected some explanation, I added,
that, as I was an old man, the English gentlemen
at home thought it proper that I should have a
companion, and that, his mother being of the same
opinion, he had agreed to come along with me in
that capacity. 'With this account of the matter he
seemed to be pleased, and signified the same by a
smile of approbation. Happy to see all of them in



a cheerful mood, T then expressed a wish for per- ]

mission to present a copy of the work to the Siaa,
provided he thought his Majesty would accept of
it. ‘The result was an instantaneous declaration
of his readiness to secure for us the object of our
wishes, to which was added with the same breath
an exclamation to the eflect that Andrew’s brother
‘ had been like a son to him,”—an Oriental hy.
perbole, from which, in its connexion, it should
seem that he meant us to infer, that nothing which
real friendship could effect shouid be wanting on
his part to interest his Majesty in our favour and
consequently that saying any thing more on the
subject was needless. Such at least was the con-
struction that I put on the compliment ; and there-
fore, after thanking him as well for past attentions
to our deceased relative as for the interest he was
pleased to take in facilitating our operations, we
respectfully retired,—in the hope that, under God,
our interview with hiz Excellency might prove the
forerunner of a gracious recepiion at the fool of the
thronz of Persia, and eventually contribute ma-
terially to the success of our enterprise,

Interview wilth the Ki+g f Persia.— In the course
of a'few days after said interview with the Premier,
notice was given us that an interview with the King
himself would be granted on his Majesty’s return
from the country,—and it took place accordingly
on the 24th instant. The following is the sub-
stance of a meémorandum of it, which I took the
same day, immediate y after our return from the
Palace Royal —

This day, 24th of January, 1848, had an au-
dience of his Majesty the King of Persia, Our
object in soliciting it, was to embrace the opportu-
nity it might afford of prescnting to him a copy of
my Persian translation of the Old Testament, with
my progress in which he had been made acquaint-
ed, at an interview secured to Robert and me in
the year 1841, by our much respected friend Dr.
‘Riach. Previous arrangements were much the
same with those noted above in my account of
the interview we had with the Prime Minister on
the 5th instant ; except that, as was naturally to
be expected, there was more of ceremony in the
formalities of our introduction. This part of the
arrangemeri had been entrusted by his Majesty to
an honourable courtier, named Shah Abbas Khan.
He was clothed in scarlet, and told us that, on
entering the Audicnce Hall, we should step for-
ward by his side, and make eur obeisance, &e.,
Jjust as he did,—which, of course, we made a point
of doing as nearly as we could. Having bowed
‘4 at the foot of the throne,” he announced us for-
mally as being the father and brother of the lute
Glen-Sukib, whom the King and the courtiers
knew as being one of the attachés of the British
Mission, and occasionally employed by the ambas-
sador on official business at court. Previously to
our entering the hall, the Khan had committed my
transiation of the Old Testawent, with Martyn's
translation of the Angeel and Merrick’s version of
Dr. Keith’s Evidence of Prophecy, to a subordi-
nate servant, to be presented on a tray when called
for. The presentation of them was one of the first
inovements that took place after the announcement.
‘The first volume that happened to be handed to his
*Majesty was Martyn’s translation of the New Tes-
tatnent, to which he seemed to be no stranger, if
we may form a judgement from the remarks made
by him in running over the title-page, and glanc-
ing at other parts of it. He first read what met
his eye, aloud, in the hearing of the courtiers and
others present, and then offered his remarks or
proposed his questions. The next volume present-
ed was the first of the O d Testament, containing
the Pentateuch and historical books, including
Esther, with a list of all the poetical and propheti-
on] books from that of Job to Malachi, es well as
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of the volume which he had in his hand. The
title-page of this also he read aloud, stating by
whom, and at whose order, it had been translated
and printed; and succeeded, almost to admiration,
in pronouncing, as pointed, such exotic words as
 United Assoeiate Synod of Scotland”—* Thos,
Constabie,” ** Edinburgh,” &c.,— which last, at his
request, we told him was the Puye Tacht (foot of
the throne) of Seottish Kings in ancient times.
In running over the list of books, and renarking
upon them, which I think he did in regular order,
till he came to Flabakkuk and Haggai, he informed
us that these two had died, and been buried in |
Persia—a circumstance to which considerable im- |
portance seemed to be attached, by those to whom,
with us, he then addressed himsclf. It is worthy
of remark, that, on handing back the book to the
servant in waiting, he first kissed and then put it
to his forchead, with the same indication of rever-
ence which he would have shown had it bheen
their own sacred book, the Koran, ‘Ihe impres-
sion thus made on the mind of the spectators was
that of respect for the work, which was heightened
by the questions afterwards put to us, and the an-
swers which, in general, he must have anticipated
from us, for the information of those *“ who stood
before him,”—suck, for example, as whether their
Koran was “nown in England, and whether there
were not references made therein (as translated in-
to English, &c.) to the Hebrew prophets and their
writings 7—to which questions, and others con
nected with theni. we were prepiared to give aflir-
mative answers, off hand, without hesitation, ap-
parently to the satisfuction of all present. He cen-
trived also to give a zest to the conversation by the
questions put to us occasionally respecting our
country and family—such as, “how many sons
have you? (addressing himself to me)—where,
and how are they employed —which place among
the four (looking at Andrew) docs he hold ¥'—
and when I came to the voungst of them, the an-
swer was ““ he is now in Edinburgh at school, and
under his mother’s eye;” on which his Majesty
remarked, with a significant look, “ that is just as
it should be.”

The last volume put into his hand was Merrick's
version of Dr. Keith’s Evidence of Propheey ; and
what surprised me most of all was his reading the
whole of the preface alla voce, containing two
closely printed large octave pages, descriptive of
Dr. Keith’s object in composing the original work
in English, namely that of neutralizing or repeliing
the objections of European sceptics to the divine
origin of the Bible, by showing the fulfilment, in
modern times, of predictions made by the prophets
hundreds or thousands ofyears ago—a result which
none but God could foresce, or enable any mortal
to foretel.  On reading the account of the scepti-
cal opinions of European infidels, as briefly given
in said preface, his Majesty named Voltaire as be-
ing one of theia, and looked to me for the confirma-
tion of what he suid, which was dene by my re-
marking that he was the great leader of our Luro-
pean Soofics. He also took occasion to remark,
that * being without religion was a very bad thing,”
which furnished an opportunity for remarking, in
reply, that for creatures to withh ld from their
Creator the worship which was his due, *“ was in-
deed very bad,” and the looks of our hearers
glanced approbation.

In conclusion, his Majesty acknowledged ex-
plicitly that our sacred books were the Word of
God, adding, that he would read them, and ex-
pected to profit by them, or something to that ef:
fect. A hint from our guide, Shah Abbas K han,
then suggested the propriety of our retiring; and,
after expressing the sense we had of his Majesty’s
gracious condescension in having granted us ad-
mission to the foot of the throne, we did 80, much
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in the same style in which we had entered, di-
rected by the Khan, as our model of Persian et-
iquctte.

During last swnmer Dr. Glen and his son safely
reached T'abreez, the capital of Northern Persia,
where, after residing for some time, they paid a
visit to the American missionaries at Oroomiah,
and left there a number of Bibles for distribution.
These are being profitably disposed of,

On the return of our agents to Tabreez, the
cholera broke out in that city, and raged with
great violence; but, under the kind direction of
the British consul, they retired to a country Tesi-
dence, and were graciously preserved. - On the
13th of October they left T'abreez, and arrived at
Tehran, the capital of Persia, distant 400 miles, in
the beginning of November. “No sooner,” says
Dr. Glen, “ was it known that they had reached
the city, and brovghit a number of Persian Biblea
for distribution, than application for copies of them
was made as well by the natives as by Europeans
who unlerstood the language.” They had with
them a number of copies, rather splendidly bound,
intended to be presented to the king, the princes of
the blood, the governors of provinces, and persons
of rank and influence. * As soon,” says Mr.
Andrew Glen in a letter dated Tehran, 1st Janu-
ary, 1848, ““as we have presented copics to the
Shah and the prime minister, we shall be at liberty
to present the rest of our elegantly bound copies to
the Khans about court, who happen to be this
winter all in Tehran. The governors of all the
provinces have been summoned hither by the
vizier. ‘1o one of these, the Edhanec of the moun-
tain tribes in the district of Fars, we have already
sent a copy, on his applying for it, as he is return-
ing almost immediately to his province.” Through
the kindness of Colonel Farrant, the British con-
sul, interviews were obtained with the prime min-
ister on the 5th, and with the king on the 24th of
January. These interviews were of the most grat-
ifying character. That with the king was of con-
siderable length. It took place in the midst of the
courtiers. The king gratefully accepted a copy of
the Scriptures, read the title-page and the list of
books, making remarks upon them; acknowledged
explicitly that our sacred books are the Waord of
God, adding, that he would read them, and ex-
pected to be profited by them; and, “on banding
back the book to the servant in waiting, he first
kissed it, and then put it to his forehead with the
same indication of reverence which he would have
shown had it been their own sacred book, the
Koran.” He then, afler inquiring in the most
kindly manner how many sons Dr. Glen had,
where they were, and how employed, accepted a
copy of Merrick’s Persian translation of Dr. Keith'a
Evidence of Prophecy, read aloud the whole of
the preface, “ containing two closely printed large
octavo pages;” named Voltaire as one of the Eu-
ropean infidels, whose opinions this work is in-
tended to refute; and remaiked, that being with-
out religion was a very bad thing.” Since that
period interviews have been had with various per-
sons of station and influence, who have thankfully
received copies, and promised carefully to peruse
them. It is very obvious that the minds of the
educated classes are beginning to call in question
the doctrines of Mohammed, and that they are in
scarch of a religion. The infidel productions of
Kurope, especially those of France, are fInding
their way into the country, and are perused with
avidity. How important is it, in these circum-
stances, to spread the Word of God in a language
which all understand and love! The Persians
are an acute, a polite, and an active people; and,
were they won back to the cause of God, they
might be the means of enlightening the regions of
Central Asia. The enterpriso in whieh ouragents
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are engaged is truly an invaluable one. The Bi-
ble will sow in the mind of Persia the seeds of
a great spiritual reformation, and open the pathway
for the missionary. 'These hundrecs of volumes,
containing the gracious Word of God, wiil, accom-
panied by the unscen but saving influence of the
Holy Spirit, accomplish an amount of good which
future generations zlone will be able to cstimate.
Let us fervently pray that it may be so.

THE JEWS OF ADEN,

The following report upon the present
state of the Jews of Aden, which was for-
warded by Captain Heyns, the Political
Agent of that place, to the Rev,. Edward
Laseron, -Missionary at Cochin, will be
found to contain many curious details.

[Aden is a town and harbour oa the southern
shore of Arabia. It was once a most flourishing
city, but, beforc coming into the possession of the
British, had sunk into a state of the utmost decline,
not containing more than 699 inhabitants, whose res-
idences consisted of mud hats of the poorestkind. 1t
has rapidly riscn, however, into a state of great
prospecity, is now the seene ol much traflic, and con-
tains about 22,000 inhabitants.  Since 1810 steam
communication has been established between Boms
bay and Suez. Aden has the command of two
harbours, a larger and a smaller, in one of which,
protected from the prevailing winds and the swell by
the Jebal Shamsan, the mountain at the castern base
of which the town is situated, anchorage is practicable
during any period of the year]. (Sce Nufional
Cyclopeiia, Article Aden). )

The Jews of Aden are a filihy and sordid, as weli
as a superstitious, people. The greater part of the
population is composed of them, and they oceupy
the best quariers of the town j—they are ignorant of

cvery branch of learning except that connected |

with the Old Testameat and the traditions of the
fathers. Rabbinism has supreme sway amongst them,
and the Talmud is scrupulously obeyed.  Their
cducation is religiously conducted to perpetuate the
authority of their traditions.  They are distinguished
for submission to the mandates of their spiritual
superiors. : .

The elders are chosen from among the most learn
ed man, and not only take part in tl.xc spiritual cons
cerns of the synazogue, but also punish transgressors
of any of the public laws. They take cognizance of
all civil or religious natters, and are sccordingly
designated Judges of the Court of Justice of the holy
congregation of Aden. Their sentence is irrevocas
ble ; and, should any dare to disobey thesn, he would
meet with the scvevest punishment that a judicial
court in Europe could inflict. The clder, whose
words are slighted, will proceed on the first opportu-
nity to the synagogue, and proclaim that the person
doing so shall not be permitted to join in the worship
of God. ‘This is suilicient to cause every man,

woman and child to avoid him, and not allow him to-

come nearer than four feet to them. Should he
persist in his disobadience after thirty or forty d:'xys,
he would bz excommunicated, which is worse than
death itscli, for none would speak to him if they
were to mezt him in the street 3 and his own wile
and children would look upon him as accursed.  He
could not be restored,if it was his first offence, in less
than three years, during whici time he must wander
as an nutcast and vagabond upon the earth, accord-
ing to the laws of the Talmud. .

“The Jews in Aden obscrve the Levitic lew men-
tioned in Deut. chap. xxv. verses 5 and 10.  Divorce
is not practised among the.m, butis common aﬂ‘xongst
the rest of their brethren in Yamon. ‘They obszrve
the law of inheritance according to the precept of
Moses. The first-born son inherits peculiar rights
and privileges, and is entitled to two-thirds of his

father’s property. Females rcceive their dowry at!

marriage, and have no further right to the property
of their parents; but, in case thare are no brothers,
then they inherit the property. Widows have no le
gal right to a share of the property of th:ir dccez}sed
husbands beyond the sum stated in the marriage
contract.
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The Jews here have one synagogue, of which the
following are thc officers: first, the Raler of the
syragogue, who was formeriy chosen fro‘m amongst
the clders, and was succzeded by the senior of them
The last head of thz sycagozue, however, was suc~
cecded after hia deccase by his eldest son, whom the
Jews consider teo younz for such a situation, as hie
duty i3 to overlook all the other otlicers, and to
regulate the internal concerns of their worchip.  The
socond offices, cailed Gabby, is the coliector of alms.,
The third officer is the Messenger or legate of ihe
synagogue, who recites the prayers,and compares the
writings,of ths synagogue. ‘The fourth is the Servant
of the synazogue, who has charge of the manuscripts
and other books, besides having in custody seveaty
copies of thz laws of Moses in manuscript. They
traditions of the elders, which treat of history,
genealozy, ciwonology, single arithmetical calcula-
tiona, mathematics, astconomy, and astrology. They
jobscrve the new moon a3 a feast, and commence
| thelr reckoning fromits first appearance,which proves
i that Moses did not rezulate his chronology on as-
! tronomical privciples, as the Rabbis would have it,
" but by tha aspect of the earth, and the return of the
!semons. it is clear, also, that neither Philo nor
I'Joscphus Lnow anything of the distinction between
I'the astronomical and the apparent new moon ; still
the author of the Book of the Kings appears to have
madz use of the astronomical caleulation when speaks
ing of the 27th day of the twellth month in Babylon,
while Jeremiah, who was in Palestine, calls the same
day the 23th.  The Jews of Aden observe the return
of the new moon for two days in suceession. They
have also in their possession various poetical works
eomposed by somz of their number, which arc
writtea in lines containing a certain numnber of
syllables or words, and the only approximation to
rhyme consists in the parallelism.

“Tha Sabbath is observed by them more strictly
than by any of the Jews in Burope.  They rest com~
pletely from every species of lebour, and spend the
whole day in rest and cheerfulness.  Sorrow at such
a tine would be eonsidered as indicative of some
great ealinity,  Parc: '3, aﬁcz' mon.ling’f prayers are
engazsdin instracting their children in the particular
doetrine of God as the Creator and Governor of all
things.  Towards the evening the Jews gather
around their elders to hear instructions, and no Jew
is scen on the Sabbath day in the street except on
his way to the synagogue. Besides the Sabbath
they observe the foliowing feasts. The Paasover,
which is kept for seven days, according to the laws
of Moscs, commencing ox the eve of the fourteenth
day of Nesin, whichis in April. The feast called
the Feast of Pentecost, or the Feast of Weeks, which
begins after the enumeration of forty~nine days from
the sccond day of the Passover. ‘The Feast of
Tabernacles, which commences on the fifteenth, and
ends on the tweaty-third day of the seventh month
Teshri (October). Their ceremonics and prayers
are the same as those of the church of Babylon.
The Feast of Purim, instituted by Mordecai, in
commemoration of the deliverance of the Jews from
the cruel designs of Haman, commences on the
fourtcenth, and continues till the fifteenth day, of the
last month, Adar (March).

r———————

AND THE REFORM M
IN SILESIA.

[From the Church of Scotlund’s Record for May.]

We inserted in the number of the Record
for February an account of Czerski and
his operations, which we Dbelicve those of
our readers, who were anxious to obtain
information regarding the views of the
party who have thrown off in Germany the
yoke of Romish boudage, would peruse
with interest. We now continue the nar-
rative of the Rev. Mr. M‘Leod, deseriptive
of the facts which came under his notice
upon the subject during a reeent visit to
the continent. The view given regarding
the sentiments of Ronge and his adherents
is deeply painful, but not more so than

RONGE OVEMENT

from various other notices we had been
tled to anticipate.

In my last letter T zave a few facts regarding the
Reform movement in Prussian Poland, which fell un-
der the obscrvation of Mr. Herschell and myself
during our short visit in August last to Schneidemuhl
aud Posen. Upon those facts, such as they are, I
did not pass any judgement further than was necessa-
ry for the vindicating of Czerski and Post frcm the
charges of dishonesty or Rationalism.

Iam not, 1 confess, sufficiently acquainted with
the receut history and present state of ecclesiastical
and political part'es in Germany, or with the social
position, mental habits, and opinions of the common
people in Prussian Poland or Silesia, far less with
the history of the class of individuals who form the
congregations of the Reformed Churches, to be able
to speak with any confidence regarding the {rcal
value, the moral strength, of this movement, and the
consequent hope cf its future progress. 1 have my-
sell been sufficiently often a siranger in other coun-
tries, and have met strangers frequently encugh in
my own, to be quite aware of the danger of hastily
generalising regarding ““men and manners® from
afew isolated unconnected facts, and of forming one-
sided views from partial information, so as to draw a
picture, the truth of which no one canrecognize, who
is well acquainted with the subject which it professes
to dclineate. With this danger before my eyes, 1
shall proceed, as briefly as possible, to narrate what
my friend and I saw and heard in reference to
 Rongism” during our very short stay in the capital
of Silesia.

We reached Breslau upon the evening of Friday,
the 20th of August. Breslau is a noble old town
with about 90,000 inhabitants. Itis quite 8 dream
of the middle ages. Its strects, squares, public
buildings, and churches, are picturesque in the ex-
treme, and exhibit some of the finest specimeus of
old German architecture. It has persecuted and
honoured Protestantism in the olden time. Hussites,
in the fifteenth century, have been burnt in its
strects ; and Lutheran Ministers, in the sixteenth,
have been installed by the city authorities into its
best Churches.

We called upon Ronge on Saturday forenoon.
The valaable collection of costly presen's which
caughit our eye on entering his sitting-room—silver
cups, wreaths, inkstands, &ec., &c.,~reminded us of
the remarkable popularity of his first appearance as
the bold and clever antagonist of Arnoldi, and as the
brave priest who could openly deny the claims of the
sacred coat of Treves to the veneration of even the
Romish Church.  Whether the said famous letter to
Arnoldi was written by Ronge or not ; whether its
effects are likely to prove good or net, lasting or
evanescent ; it is, I am persuaded, his first and last
work which has any chance of making his name
favourably known to the next generation, as it has
already made it familiar in every part of Christendom.

Ronge reccived us kindly. 1 refrain from making
any remarks up:n his personal appearance or man-
uer 3 I will only say, that the first idea,which crossed
my mind when I saw him before me, and contem«
plated him from his beard, upwards and dewniards,
was, “ Here at least is Young Germany !> Our
conversation was unsatisfactory. Ilis time was
limited. Many mutual explanations were required
hefore we could come to any point of impertance,
After an agreement to meet next day for further con~
versation, and he having referrcd us for an account
of b's present opinions 1o a pamphlet lately published
by hiin upon the Christian Church, we took our
fcave. In thus leaving the room of the ¢ New Re-
former,’” I cannot say that I experienced any feelings
similar to those which filled and chcked my heret
upon departing, years ago, from the now silent stedy
in the Wartburgh, once inhabited by the Old Re.
former of Germany.

We spent on Saturday half-an-hour in conversa-
tion with Mr. Hoffrichter, one of Ronge’s colleagues,
and formerly a preacher in the Evangelical Church :
we found him an ultrarationalist.

We were anxious to see Dr. Theiner. By all
parties he is acknowlcdged to be the most learned
and able man connccted with this movement. He was
Romanist Professor of Theology in the University of




Broslau in 1824, The frec opinions eapressed by

him regarding the Popish Church in Silesia obliged | him. . ]
He retived to aigregations number, as we were informed, 23500
fumilies, and have three ministers besides Ronge,

him to resizn his chair in 1828, ¢
small country parish, where he lubuured faithfully
as a priest.  In 1830 he and his brother Augustus,
who is still in the IRomish Church, published an ad-
mirable work upon the celibacy of the clergy. In
1843 he joined Ronge’s movement, and left the
Popish communion, giving up his church and parish
of Hundsfeld, which he had held since 1837. Dr.
Theiner is a man of unblemished life, of great learn-
ing ond talent, with sinczre and unalfected piety.
Having ascertained that he lived some miles ‘l'rom
Breslau in the country house of his friend, Count
Wittich, we drove out to pay him a visit on Satur-
day evening. We were fortunate enough to find him
at hame ; he gave us a most hearty welcom» amidst
old folics and proof-shects. He entered with the ut-
most frankness und cordiality into every question
connected with the present state and (uture prospects
of the Church of Christ in Silesia. The general re-
sults of that conversation I can aloue give you. Dr.
Theiner has no hope whatever of any good coming
from Ronge and his party. He thinks they want all
thatisessential tosuch success aswould rejsiec a Chris-
tian’s heart. They have no religious principle, theols-
gical knowledze, or single-minded earnestness. He
had himself retired from their ranks, and separated his
name and his influence from their communion. He
had not, however, ceased to labour in the cause of
true reform ;—far trom it, it was dearer to him than
ever. He felt himself called upon, however, wiih
his peculiar gifts and at his tine cf life, to labour as
a theologian through the press. e had that month
published an octavo volume upon the doctrive of
salvation (Scligkeit’s Dogm:a) as held by the Church
of Rome. This, however, was but the first of a
series of such works, all tending to exhibit the true
nature of the Popish system. Dr. Theiner was
fully convirced that a very great number of Romish
clergy in Silesia, who had been pupils cf hisown, were
ready to leave Popery ; that they had been prevented
from taking any such decided steps chicfly from the
sad results of Ronge’s movement, and the defcetive
state of the Evangelical Church in Prussia; but he
hoped the time was not far distant when the way
would be sufficiently prepared for their declaring
themselves. He was in the meantime labouring to
kasten the wished-for result ; and, if, as he expected,
a large party should secede in an.wer to a call,
which, in the fitting seasan, he was prepared to make
to them, then assurcdly a Church would be formed
with a positive creed, discipline, and government.
Dr. Theiner declarcd his confidence in the sincerity
and piety of Czerski and Post, and desired that they
should maimtain their present position, as they, and
the other congregatins connected with them might
form a nucleus for, or a valuable addition to, a more
extended orthodox Church, made up of seceders
from Romanism. ¢ T'here are,”” he said in conclu-
sion, “ two things, however, of which I am fully
convinced, from a long and varied experience ; first,
that Popery never can be reformed, but must be
destroyed ; and secondly, that the Romish Church
in Silesia is doomed, and cannot hang long together.”
In answer to the question, what his hopes were of
the present Pope ?, he replied, ¢ that the Pope was
anxious to take the lead in political reform, rather
than let it come,as it would,in spite of him ; but,being
as bigoded a Churchman as ever sat cn the papal
throne, he only wished to make state freedorn the
means of Church tyranny, and that, he thought, he
would find to be in Italy,or any where clse, impossi-
ble.”

- We parted from Dr. Theiner grateful for his
kindness, deeply impressed with a sense of his sound
and single-hearted piety, and with hizh respeet
for his rich and varied fcarning. Whether he has
that practical knowledge of society and of the real
state of things around him, which would entitle one
to place perfect confidence in his opinion regarding
the present tendencies of the Romish Church in
Silesia, it is impossible for me to determine. We
have only to hope that all his anticipations may be
fully realized.
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j preach in one of the city churches, we went to hear

I may mention that the three Breslau Con-

viz. Vochter, Rossdcuscher, and Hoflrichter, all of
whom had been rationalist preachers in the Prussian
church.  These congregations have, however, no
Chureh built as yet for themselves, but meet in ore
of the Protestant established churches of the city.

‘The preacher this merning proved, contrary to ex-
pectation, to be Yochter.  The church, a large one,
was well filled. The service was conducted very
much as is usual in the Evangelical Church of Prus-
sia. A scrmon, upon the Sabbaih. was delivered
with great vigour, and evinced very considerable
mental power in the preacher. Its point was to
prove the advantages of the Sabbath for mind and
body 5 and that, as each man (i. e. as he said, the
Son of man) was Lerd of the Sabbath, sy each man
was (o do what he deemed best for his soul and
body, and allow his dependents to do the same. ‘T'he
subject and tone of the sermen were to e not unim-
portant when viewed in connection with the political
tendencies of this movement.

In the evening I went to hear Ronge in the chapel
of the poor-house, where his congregaticn was first
formed.  The church was crammed ; the heat every-
where intense, except in the pulpit.  DBefore Ronge
entered, the preacher, who addressed us in the fore-
nosn,baptized three children. He exhorted the parents
upon their duties ; prayed, and, taking the heads cf
the babes,poured water upon them in the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghast, and then,laying
his hand upon the head of each, he prenounced a
blessing upon them. The whule ceremony was
very remarkable, when studied in the lizht of the
published opinions of the New Church regarding
baptism and the Holy Trinity. Rouge’s sermen or
address was upon the past history of the Gerinan
Catholic Church, and its characteristic views of
truth.  Upon the first point he said that they had
alrealy had three battles—viz. against Pepery, and
so-called orthsdoxy, and for Church freedom. His
views of truth, as expounded froin the pulpit, I need
not dwell upon, as they are all published in his
pamphlet (°“ Dus Wesen der freien Christlichen
Kirche.”?). I was not struck by anything either in
Ronge’s sermon or manner, except the shaliowness
and weakness of the oue, and the unimprossiveness
of the other.  The only talent manifested in the sers
mon was in the choice ¢f words and expressicns, to
which he and his hearers could attach very different
meanings, 'I'he voice was the voice ¢f Jucob, but
the hands those of Esau. I returned to my hotel
deeply impressed, not, however, by Ronge’s light or
fire, but by the hugencss of the mass cf dry stubble
which must exist in the Romish Chuarchin Silesia,
when 30 great a flame was kindled by so small a
spark. ’

In the evening Ronge sent an apolegy that he
eould not wait upon us ; but there came in his stead
his friend and assistant, Dr. Benasch, wuo had just
returned from England, and could speak Euglish
fluently. Dr. Bensch is a layman, and the editor of
the monthly publication, called *“ The Free Church”
(““ Die frien Kirche,”) which expounds and defends
the views of the party. Dr. Bensch is a man of
considerable mind. e has a strong and subtile in-
tellect, and knows thoroughly what he is about. We
found him ready to give us in the kindest manner
all the information we required, and willing to dis-
cuss all the peculiar views of the ncw Reformers.
Our conv. rsation lasted for nearly threec hours. It
was highly satisfuctory, inusmuch as it remcved
every doubt regarding the cpinions and views of
himself and friends. It is much casier to say what
those opinions and views arc nof, than what they are.
The whole system appears to be a combination
of Pantheism and’ comMUNISM, backed by the Bible,
as erpluined at Breslaw. It is not Atheism, for a
God is believed in, who is in all and through all;
but neither is it Theism,for a personal God is denied,
and His character treated as a nonentity. It is not
professed licentiousness, for love to Ged and man is
inculcated.  But still it saps the foundations cf

But I must return to Breslau and to Ronge. Up- | morality, for the eternal differcnce between right

on Babbath morning, understanding that he was t0

i and wrong, and God’s love to the one and hatred to
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the other, are denied. It is not Infidclity, for faith
in the Bible, and in Father, Son, and Spirit, is
professed.  But neither is it Christianity, for little in
the Bible is believed as historically true; Christ’s
miracles and resurrection are rejected, the Father
is no perscn, the Son of God a mere man, and the
Holy Ghost is recognised only as the ¢ spirit of his-
tory. > The system, as a social system, is not one
of disorder, for the young are educated, the poor are
attended to, and the openly wicked are rebuked in
private ; public wership and the form of prayer and
of the sacraments are all kept up. But yet this
system is not a Christian Church, for each man
and minister may teach as he pleases, provided he
allows others to do the same. Prayer has no mean-
ing ! baptism by water is but an introduction to the
society, and ¢ & pledge by the congregation that the
child shall have his temporal wants attended to ;
whillei the Lord’s Supper is denied to be a sacrament
at all. ‘

It is rather astounding to the cars of a British Chris-
tigg, when discussing poin's of dcctrine with an
¢“ orthzdox” member or minister of the Breslau
Church, to hear, as we have heard, such replies as
these, “ Yes, no doubt Paul did believe in Christ’s
resurrection, and so did His other disciples, but [/
have quite a differcut opinion, [ have no doubt they
were all mistaken.” €] fear we cannot meet upon
common ground ; I know nothing of God as a spirit,
or as a perscn, 1 only know cf Him as manilested in
matter I do not apprehend wh.t you mean by
Ilis character. 1 cannct positively say that He
hates evil. What is evil 7 It is a matter of individual
judgement.”” I admire Christ; I believe Him to
have had sin like another man ; but as an ideal pic-
ture of what men should be, Ileis perfect, &c., &ec.

It is unnecessary to pain you, or your rcaders, by
repecating the opinions so rife among the Rongites.
One can sympathize with Dr. Pricbel, of Berlin, who
stepped forward at a large meeting of 3000 persons,
held some time ago in that city, at which Ronge
delivered an address explanatory of his views ; and,
addressing the Reformer, with great animation, said,
“ You have spoken untruth! You know it is un-~
truth ; and, if you do net, lay your hand on your
heart and ssy, have you ever read the New Testament
once, ay, once ?”’

Yet I cannot help feeling that Ronge and his party
are not alone to blame for auch fearful errors. Po-
pery is also to blame. It is the fearful recoil from
this mzoster evil, which s0 (requently sends men
through truth and plunges them into the darkness of
crror beyond. Ner are German Protestants blameless
for such melancholy perversions and errors. Had
the Church of Christ in that land been more faithful
to simple Gospel truth, we never should have seen
this dreadlul restlessness of spirit, this unfixedness of
all faith, this tossing to and fro with every wind of
doctrine, this ceuseless whirlpcol of opinion, which
seem indefinitely to put cff the day of good and peace
for the Protestant Church of Prussia.

Perhaps you may like to know something of the
present organization of the Silesian German Church.
The Congrezation elect ‘the elders. In Breslau
there are fiftecn lay elders, five of whom form an
executive. The elders meet once, the committce
twice, cach week.  The m.inister votes in meetings
of elders, but can only advise the committee. It is
lawful for any of the lay «lders to ordain, preach, or
dispense the sacraments, if requested to do so by the
congregation. Breslau is divided into tiwenty-four
districts, each superintended by an elder. There
are two schools in connection with the body. About
300 ladies assist with needle-work, &ec., to defray
the expenses of the schools.  'What is well worth our
noticing, about cighty woinen, in the lower ranks of
life, give such {ime as they can spare to assist those
members who are sick, or who require their personal
aid. A lady superintendent has a list of each person
who is willing fhus to assist, and opposite to her
name is noted the hour or hours in the day or weck
at her disposal ; and, assisted by a female committee,
she has the full power to distribute this {ime as she
thinks best for the good of those who need such
assistance.  All the money raised for the poor is
given in the way of a loan upon security. The
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loan fund is every day working better.
have risen from one-sixth to one-half.

Three and not more than fen congregations arc su- |
perintended by the Kreiss Verein or district conference.
This Conference or Presby tery, is made up of one re- |

resentative from each congregation, who may Le a
ayman. This body can only advise. It has no legis-
lative or executive powers. ‘The synod meets ouce on-
lyin five years. It is mude up ot deputies from each
congregation. Ministers, il not seut up as members
(which may be the case), are permitted to Le present
in order to advise, bul not in such a case to vole.
This synod appoints a provincial committee of seven
—three of whom must reside in Breslau. Its dutics
are to examine candidatcs and to settle disputes.
The candidates for the ministry are examined only
upon their acquirements and learning ; their theologi-
cal opinions being left in abeyance. On being
received as preachers, they must attach themselves
to some onc vacant congregation for a year—the
congregation paying their expenses, assisted, il neces-
sary, by the Provincial Commiltee, who have gsmall
fund at their disposal. The candidate,if elected by the
people, is ordained by some one appointed by them
for this purpose. He may be dismissed by a majority.
The principle acted upon in reference to congrega-
tional and ministerial {ieedom is, that each congre~
gation may have any minister it chooses, whatever be
his views or opinions ; bul the condition of his or
of their remaining a part of the whole body is, that
he and they consent ty give the same liberty to other
ministers and other congregations without ccasing
to hold communion with them. The pricciple of
union, in short, of this * Free Chureh,” is to
diffzr to any extent short of opposition to this prin-
ciple itself. The rcaction of all this system from
Popery is sufficiently evident. Thus corganized,
there are in Silesia about fitty-eight congregations,
ministered to by eightcen ministers. The whole
body in Germany, it is said, numbers about 40,000
sou's,

1 hope I have not wearied your patience with these
details. I may say intruth that I have been too busy
to-day to write a short letter. 1 have, however,
mentioned most of the fiacts of any value, such as
they are, with which I am acquainted. I refrain
from entering upon any discussion regarding the
possible or probable connection of this movement
with a wide-spread theological, sacial, and political
school in Germany. I have simply looked at it as
connected with the Church of Christ. Whether |
there is more hope of finding ultimately a sound fuith |
in connectidn with a system like this which reads the |
Bible upside down, than in connection with Roman-
ism which djes not read it at all, it is ditficult to
determine. One must trust, that under both systems
there are simple-hearted truth-sceking souls, who,
through tha sovereign mercy and grace of G.d, may
find the truth in spife of priests or pretenders.—In
the mcan time there is little, if any thing, to give joy
to the Christian, and much to give him sorrow, in the
present stale and tendencies of this movement iu
Silesia.

I conclude by cxpressing the filial aud carnest
prayer that God may defend and uphold our beloved

The returns
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. they would, diring the course of their Mission, be

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

SUPPLY OF RELIGIOUS ORDINANCES.

Of the different plans suggested and recommended
by the friends of our Church for supvlying the nu-

;merous  vacant congregations in these Provinces !

was proposed by the Rev. Simon Macintcsh in his
Speech at the Public Mecting toreceive the Deputa~
taticn in Aberdeen, as in present circumsiances the
most feasible and practicable, and likely to prove
most successful. It is well known that the Church
of Scotland, even if she felt so inclined, could not
send out, and also sustain in the poorer districts, a
sufficient number of Clergymen to fill every vacancy
that ought to be supplicd with the ordinances of Re-
ligion. It would rcquire, upon a very moderate esti-
mate, at least fifty Clergymen, and a revenue of
£5,000 a ycar, to acecmplish such a praiseworthy
and desirable object.

The visits of the different Deputations, which have
landed upon our shores, however pleasing and prof-
itable for the moment, and however well fitted to
awaken our attachment and gratitude, can be viewed
only as temporary measures, providing no adequate
supply to the congregations visited, and leading to
no permanent scttlement.  Although repeated annu-
ally at mueh’personal futigue to the Dep:tations them=
selves, and nv small cxpense to the Colonial Com-
miitec for twenty yearsto come, they would not keep
our Colonial Church, feeble and helpless as she is,
in as prospercus and thriving a condition s she is in
at the present moment. But there is something
tangible and practical and encouraging in Mr.
Maciatosh’s preposal, which recommends it for con-
sideration and adoption. He proposed, as many of
our readers will recollect, nut to appoint fixed Miu~
isters to the different ccngregations,but to engage the !
services of the Licentiates of the Church, who might
be willing to accept of the appointments (or one, two,
three, or more years, as they might feel inclined, in |
the Colonial vineyard, and that their services in the
Colonies should be viewed as a passport and recom-
mendation to future advancement and usefulness.

The plan, we think, is an admirable one. We
would be always sure of obtaining young, and consc- |
quently active and vigorous,fcliow-labourers, to sharc
the duties and fatigues of a Missionary life 5 and, as

under the direction and sup-rintendence of the
Church Courts of the Bounds, their movements
would be directed and regulated, and their inexpe-
rience assisted, by the information, the matured wis-
dom and lengthened experience ol their clder bretha
ren, who have taken up their permanent abode in the
Colonics. It is not at all unlikely that some, perhaps
nota few of them, mizht be indaced (rom love to
their Missionary work, and a desire to promote the
spiritual welfare of the souls of men, to remain as
faithful scntinels at their pest, notwithstanding the
powerful allurementsin peint of comiort and emolu- |
ments held out to them in the Mother Couutry. Atall|
events, il they should leave us alter coming only on !
a temporary appcintment, we couid have no reason
1o accuse them of breach of faith or fickleness of
chiracter,and we have the fullest assurance that our
Church Courts,on their retirementfrom the Colonies,

country !—that British Protesiants may realize their
true position in Christendom and in the world,—that -
we may know how great we are for weal or woe,— |
that we may sincerely and deeply love ¢ the Truth as |
it is in Jesus,” and uniledly, consistently, and stead- ‘

fastly maiutain it in the sight of all nations; and |

that thus we may prepare ourselves for the battle,
which is not apparently far distant, between the sim-
ple Gospel on the one hand, and cvery diflerent form
of error upon the other.

Dalkeith, 15th Nov., 1817,

Note.—Mr. Macleod will thainkfully receive and
transmit any contributions which kind Christian

friends may send to him in behalf of the Reformed : g sgscintes in the late Deputation, will do every |

Congregations in Poszn and Scineidemiihl, now in
the midst of trial. Pastor Post in Posen has written to
him requesting aid to buwild a church. Czerski is in
great poverty,  Mr. Macle.d has been cnabled to
aid them in purchasing congregational libraries. He
has obtained additional £18, which, if he could in-
crease them to £30, he would immediately trans-
mit to them.,

“we are to keep up a visible ecclesiastical existence

would give them as ampls and favourable testimonials
as they could expret or desire.
As something must be done, and done soon, if

in these Lower Colonies, we should like to see an'!
immediate attempt made to carry the proposal into
successful operation.
! intentions of the Colonial Commitice, and we can- |
fuot faresce what may be the proeecdings of the
{ensuing General Assemlly : but we know what
i has already taken place, and we know by expericnee
; some of he disastrous results of past delay. We
| are fully convineed that Mr. Macintosh,as well ashis

! thing in their power to benefit thesc Colonies, and
{we fervently pray that his fond expectations may be
| fully realized—* What,” says he in ais speech at
i Aberdeen, ¢ is to hinder this plan from being carried
i into effect.

could at once be accomplished. He had no fear of
| their Students and Licentiates refusing. There was
! quite enough of heart, and of young blocd too, to ac-

We know not what are the !

1 the Church of Scotland wished it, it "

{ complish a far more arduous undertaking. He bar-
gained for ten Ministers for the coming spring, and
i for at least an equal number for the following. This

secmed to him a workable plan, and the only work»

{ with the means of grace, we ccnsider that, which | able plan, for meeting the present wants of the coun-~

try ; and, il a better and wiser conld be prcposed, he
should be the very first to accede. He spoke of it,
not as a matter of obligation only to the Colonial
Church, but as a solemn duty also to his own, for he
anticipated the time when the Cclonial Church,freed
from the difficulties which ut present surround it,
wou'd be the first and most strenuous in aiding our
Church both in its Missionary Schemes and in the
furtheranee cf whatever appertained to it as a Chris-
tian Church. It scemed to him certain that in a country
so rapidly rising, and with inhabitants so fully aware
of the advantages they possessed, the time could not
be fardistant when their active co-operation would
far more than counterbalance aught that we had
been cnabled todo to them inthe days of their weak-
ness 5 and e rejoiced to say that alrcady in Halifax

and Montreal not only symptoms but demonstrations
of such a tendercy could eusily be seen. He asked,

was it requisite or Christian, that every small corner
of this land should be supplied withits Minister, while
extensive districts, thousands upon thousands of their

countrymen abroad, were destitute of the means of
grace? He only wished he could convey to their

minds the impression made on his own by many

scenes he had witnessed, and by none more strongly
than those in Pictou, Prince Edward Island, and

Gleng.rry.”—Halifux Guardian.

< o s —— -

Sermons by the late Rev. Nu'haniel Morren, A. M.,
Minister of the First Charge, Brechin. To
which is prcficed ¢ Memoir of the Author.
Edinburgh : Blackwood & Son.

The Church of Scotland has to add the name of
the late Mr. Morren, first Minister of Brechin,to the
list of others of her distinguished ornaments and de-
fenders, of whose services she has been deprived by
death at the very season they were most needed.
For nearly four-and-twenty years he had laboured as
a diligent and faithful clergyman ; twenty of which
were spent in Greenock, and the last four in
Brechin ; a charge to which he was promoted at the
Secession of 1843. His ministerial labrurs were
highly appreciated by those who enjoyed the benefit
of them, and by his wide circle of friends he was
cqually beloved and csteemed, both as a man and a
preacher. It was by his writings, however, aud his
various publications that he was best known ; and
these carried his name far beyond the range of his
personal acquaintanceship. As a Classical and
Oricntal scholar he had few, il any, equal in the
Church, and his stores cf Biblical learning were
occasionally given to the world cither as separate
works, such as his ¢ Biblical Theology,” or in the
translations from (oreign languages, such as “Rosen-
muller’s Biblical Gesgraphy of Central Asia,” or in
contributions to Sacred Literature,such as the valua-
ble articles, Arabia and’ others, which he furnished
to Kitto’s “ Biblical Encyclopzdia.” FEach and
all of those writings disp'ay the rich fund of erudi-
tion with which his mind was stored ; and, had he
been spared longer 1o the Church (he was only in his
49th year), in all probability few in morden times,
would have done more to illustrate Scripture Philol-
i ogy, or clevate the standard of Biblical Scholarship.
It was alossto the Church that he was not placed Jong
ago in some of the Theolozieal Chairs in our Univer-
sities 5 (or there his prodigious acquirements would
have been turned to good account in promoting the
better qualification of Students for the Ministry. In
addition to the literary labours already mentioned
Mr. Morren devoted part of his atiention to other
subjects. He compiled two useful volumes—¢¢ An-
nals of the General Asscmbly,’ a valuable record of
the transactions of the Supreme Judicature of our
Church during a considerable portion of the last
century. Tn 1811 he published his ¢ Church Poli-
tics,” containing a spirited and able exposition of
his views on the absorbing questions which led to
i the Free Secession. He wrotc some of the best
i articles in ¢ Macphail’s Ecclesiestical Journal ;”
| and assisted in editing the “ Imperial Family Bible,”
1 and also a smaller ¢ Pocket Edition of the Bible,”

i
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in 1845, But he was cut off in the meridian of his |

- eareer, and before he had exhausted half the themes l
upon which he had amply prepared himself on those
peculiar and highly important departmentscf Sacred
Literature which few had so successfully cuitivated.
The posthumous volume of Sermons now before us.
bears indisputable evidence to the acuteness of his
intellect, his singular originality of mind, and com-
prehensive range of illustration.  The reader cannot
peruse a single page without being struck with the
vigorous thinking and devotional spirit which char-
acterize these very talented and pleasing discourse .

MISCELLANEOUS.

EnvcaTioN 1N HaLtFax.—The Colonial Com-
mittee of the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland have advertised in the last number of the
Home and Foreign Missivnary Record for a teacher
for this city, under the superintendence of the Lay
Association, fully qualified to teach the usual
branches of Common School Education,—English,
Writing,and Arithmetic,and also Latin,Greek, Geog-
raphy, and Mathematics—one who is conversant
with the most approved modes of teaching, and able
to conduct a rezular Commercial and Classical
Academy. A salary of £150 is guaranteed for his
services, and every other encouragement will be
given for the formation and establishment of a pros-

perous and useful seminary for the instruction of:
the youth of the city. We understand that the
Managing Committee of the Association are in daily
expectation of hearing that a properly qualified
teacher has been appointed to fill the situation, and
that arrangements will be made for opening the
Academy as soon as he arrives to commence his |
labours.— Helifux Guardian.

P. S. From a late number of the Halifax Guar-
dian, we learn thet Mr. John Costley, of the Burg
School of Rutherglen, appointed to the important
situation alluded to above, had arrived in Haliiax,
by the Hibernia Steamer, and received a cordial
welcome {rom his fricnds. Itis stated that he comes
alter having had considerable experience as a Teach-
er, highly recommended for his unassuming manners,
his moral worth, and genuine picty, and that he has
already distinguished himsclf as. a zcalous fricud cf
Sabbath Schools, and Religious and Missionary
Institutions. Mr. C. had received from his fcllow
citizens of Rutherglen,among whom he has laboured
80 acceplably for Ten years, a gratifying testimorial
consisting of a valuable Gold Watch, aud been
entertained at dinner by a numerous and select
party of friends and well-wishers at the Globe
Hotel, Glasgow.

REv. Dr. Cratc—JApplication for admission to
the Church—Presbytery of Cupar. Mr. Cochrane
said he now rose to table sumz dicuments cf con-
siderable importance. These werc applications by
the Rev. Dr. Craig,the Minister of the Relief Church
at Cupar, and from his elders and congregation, for
conneclion with the Established Church. During
th: last twelvemonth he had had much personal in-
ta-course with Dr. Craig, and was deeply convinced
of his high talents and acquirements.  Dr. Craig
had rcad deeply, and had thought much. His char-
acter was not only irreproachable, but was high as a
man and as a Christian.—Mr. Cuchrane then tabled
the documents, which consisted of ap lications frem |
Dr. C.aig, from his kirk-session, from his managers, !
and from a majority of his congregation. The !
Doctor in his application stated that, owing to the |
union between the late Reliei Synod and the late |
Secession Synod being made on prirciples of which |
he could not approve, he and his conzregation had |
been left the sole Reliel minister, and the sole Relief .
congregation, in the county ; that he cordiully ap-
proved of the constitution and governmini, the
doctrine and discipline, of the Church of Scotland ;5
and was desirous 1o be received, aleng with his con- |
gregation, and in his status as a minister, into that |
Church. !

The other documents werc then read over, after :
which certificates from the Professors of St. An-:
drew’s University (including one from the late Dr. !
Chalmers), and from the Relicf Divinity Professors, |
attesting, in the most satisfactory terms, the acquire-

{ seribe some trials to Dr.
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.
ments, and abilities, and character for morals and
piety of Dr. Craig, were read to the Presbytery.

Dr. Anderson said he could not but rejoice that
the Church was to get the accession of a gentleman
of experience and talents in the ministry, and of
high personal character, in these difficult times. It
was matter of great thankfulness that, amidst all the
agitations without, the Church of Scotland possessed
a_ sceurity, such as, perhaps, no other Church on
earth possessed. She had a Confession of Faith,
which even those who dissented from her admitted
to be pure and sound, and she was now receiving

| into her bosom some who had for a time been alien-

ated (rom her. He rejoiced particularly to receive
amongst them a friend who had for scme time been
labouring within the bounds of their Presbytery with
much success and ability, and who brought with him
a majority of the body with which he was connccted.
Taking all these things into ccnsideration, they had
great, reasen to be thankful in receiving Dr. Craig
into the Church. The documents produced were in
every way satisfictory, and all that the Assembly
required. = All that they had to do now was to pre-
Craig, and these, he
thought, should simply b- to require him to deliver a
discourse before next mecting ol Presbytery.

Mr. Leitch bezged to add his test.amony to the

i orthadoxy and talents cf Dr. Craig.

Mr. Cochrane speke in similar terms, and referred

{ ) Dr. Craiy’s soundncss on tne matter of Establish-

ments.

Mr. Cook of Ceres said he was exceedingly grati-
fied to witness the precocdings of this day in receiv-
ing amongst them a gentleman of such high charae-
ter and efficiency.

The Presbytery then adjourned till the 25th of

| April, when Dr. Craig is to deliver his first dis-

course.

P. S. The General Asscinbly, has sent back this
case, on account of an informality to the Presbytery
of Cupar, that it may be prepared fur the Meeting of
the Asscmbly in 1849.

CONTRIBUTIONS T)» THE MINISTERS’
WIDOW-?> AND ORPHANS’* FUND FOR
HALF YEAR ENDING 30ru JUNE, 1348.

Montreal.

Rev. A. Mathieson, D.D., Moutreal.....£1 10 ©
« D. Moody, Dundee ..........c.ece.c. 1100
W, Mair, Chatham...... 110 0
+ VY, Roach, Beanharnois .. 110 0
¢« J. Anderson, Ormstown . 110 0
« J. Cook, D.D., Quebec... 110 0
« J. C. Muir, Georgetown . 110 0
s V. Simpson, Lachine .... 110 0
¢ 1. Shanks, Valcartier ... 110 0
s¢ J. Merlin, Hemmingford 110 0
« J. Davidson, Laprairie... 110 O
¢« J. Thom, Three Rivers..... 110 0
« A, Wallace, [Tuntingdon... 110 0
« Robert M*Gill, Moatreal... 110 0
o P Seott, Canden. .. . 110 0
« J, Stuart, Frampton.........eoceeveee 110 0

Glengary.

« Y. Mackenzie, Willinmstown........ 1 10 0
« 1. Urquhart, Cornwall... .. 110 0
« J. M+Laurin, Martintown. 110 0
e T. M‘Pherson, Lancaster... 110 O
« J. Purkis, Oanabruck ..... . 110 0
« J. Dickey, Williamsburg............ 1 10 0
w  JEunens M‘Lean, Dathousie Mills... 1 10 0

V. Dunbar, Lochiel...oooooiieeie. 110 0

Bathurst.

¢ John Smith, Beckwith..o.ooeveveess. 110 0
< Joseph Anderson, South Gower... 1 10 0
Alexander Mann, Pakenham ...... 1 10 ©
David Evans, Richmond ............ 1 10 0
“ George Bell, Cumberland.. 110 O
w1 Fraser, Lanark........ 110 0
“ W, Bain, Perth..... 110 0
J. M Morine, Ramsay . 110 0
“ J. Robb, Dalhousie....ccovciiiiieeeee 110 0
Kingston.
¢t John Nachar, D.D., Kingston..... 110 0
«  Robert Neill, Seymour....ccccooeeeee 110 0
« A, Colquhoun, Asphodel...... ..... 110 0

Toronio.
«¢ P. Ferguson, Esquesing...... veerenes 110
“ J. Tawse, King...coorenenren . 110
¢ 7. Juhanson, Chinguacousy.. . 110
“ A, Lewis, Mono ...ccoeainennns . 110
“ J. Barclay, Toronto... . . 110
¢ J, M*Murchy, Eldon...... vererenesee 110
< A. Ross, West Gwillimbury........ 110
« 8. Porter, Clarke ....coveevrerrereenes 110
« P, M‘Naughton, Vaughan . . 110
¢ W. Barr, Hornby.....ooeet . 110
¢ W. Brown, Scott... . 110
« J. George, Scarboro’ ..ceeeerrenienee 110

Hamalton.
W. King, Nelsotio.coroene vanvenenne
“  G. MClutchey, Clinton .
A. Bell, Dundas..
J. Cruickshank, Niagara...........
J. Bryning, Mount Pleasant..,.....
A. Mackid, Goderich ves
Hugh Mair, D.D., Fergus ....
Colin Grigor, Guelph..... .
William Bell, Stratford ...........

OOO0O0O0O0 ©COOCOTOSOCOOO

[ T i
-
(=]

MINISTERS’ WIDOWS’ AND ORPHANS’
FUND.

Amount formerly reported, . . £26717 0
Collection at Scarborough, per Rev. J.

J. Thomson, . . . . 356 0
titto at Eldan, per Rev. J. M¢Murchy, 1 10 O
Ditte at Vaughan, per Rev. P. M¢Naugh-

ton, . . . . . . 15 0
Ditto at Seymour, per Mr. David Allan, = 3 5 0

l

£27812 O
JouN GREENSHIELDS, Treasurer.

COLLECTIONS FOR FRENCH MISSION.

Huntingdon, per Rev. A. Mulloch, . . £0 16 3
St. Michaels, ditto. .. 0100
Cote St. George, . . . e ... 250
Niagara Congregation, . . . 317 6
Fergus do . . 3 13
Georgetown do . . . . 2 10 104
St. Andrew’s Church, Montreal, . . 1216 0

SUBSCRIPTIONS 1'0 THE PRESBYTERIAN,
1848.

Joseph Wilson, 8s ;3 Rev. Mr. Simpson, Lachine,
£2 10s ; Alex. Mackie, Woolwich, 2s 6d; Wm.
Mitchell, Woslwich, 2s 64 3 David Allan, Guelph,
25 6d ; Mr. M*Kinnon, Mono, 10s ; Rev. J. Purkis,
Osnabruck, £1 16s.

ELIGIOUS WORKS for sale by JOHN
M‘COY, No. 9, Great St. James Street :—
Prophetical Landmarks ; containing data for help-
ing to determine the guestion of Christs Pre.
Milleunial Advent. By the Rev. Horatlus
Jonar.

Skeletons of a Coursa of Theological Lectuares.
By the Rev. Chas. G. Fiuney.

Religious Letters, written to Emiunewt Individuals
during the Persecution in Scotland. By the
Rev. Samuel Rutherfird.

An Exposition of the Book of Proverbs. By the
Rev. C. Bridzes, M. A, 2 vols.

Redemption Drawing Nigh; a Defence of Pre
Millennial Advent. By the Rev. Andrew A.
Donar.

« Priucipalities and Powera in Heavenly Places.”
by Charlotte Elizabeth.

The Life of the Rev. Thomas Scott. By Jobn
Scott, A.M.

A Mewmoir of the Rev. L. Richmond, AM. By
the Rev. F. S. Grimshawe, A.M.

A Treatise on the Lord’s Supper; designed as &
Guide and Coropanion to the Holy Communion.
By the Rev. E, Bickersteth.

Institutes of the Uhristian Religion, By John
Calvin. Translated from the original Latin, and
collated with the Author’s lait Edition in French,
by John Allen, 2 vols.
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A Basket of Fragments; being the substance of
Sermons by the Rev. R. N. M‘Cheyne.

A Spiritual Treasury for the Children of God;
cousisting of a Meditation for every Moruing
and Evening in the year. By Wm. Mazon.

Rational Illustration of the Book of Common
Prayer of Church of England. By Charles
Wheatly, M. A. '

Dictionary of all Religions, and Religious Denomi-
nations, Ancient and Modern. By F. Wil
liams.

The Analogy of Religion, Natural and Revealed,
to the Constitution and Course of Nature. By
Joseph Butler.

A New and complete Concordance to the Iloly
Scriptures, on the basis of Cruden, with an In-
troduction. By the Rev. D. King, LL.D.

The Koran, commonly called the Alcoran of Ma-
hommed ; translated by George Sale, Gent.

Family Lectures, in three Parts, on the Principles
and Practice of the Christian Religion. By
Rev. John Pridham, M.A., 2 vols.

The Christian’s Daily Walk in Holy Security and

Peace. By Rev. H. Scudder.

Narrative of the Revival of Religion. By Rev.
James Robe, A.M.

Lectures on the Revivals of Religion. By Wm.

B. Sprague, D.D.

The Attraction of the Cross ; designed to illustrate
the leading truths, obligations, and hopes of
Christianity. By G. Spring, D.D.

The Communion of the Saints. By Henry Ains-
worth.

Memoir of Mary M. Ellis, wife of the Rev, Wm.
Ellis.

Memoir of Wm. Carey, D.D., late Missionary to
Bengal. DBy Eustace Carey.

An Iutroduction to the Study of the Bible.
George Tonoline, D.D,F.R.S.

A Short View of the whole Scripture Ilistory.
By Isarc Watts, D.D.

Cardiphonia; or, the Utterance of the Heart, in the
course of a real Correspondence. By Rev. John
Newton.

Memoir of the Rev. Daniel Rowlands.
John Owen.

The Student’s Guide ; designed to aid in forming
and strengthening the intellectual and moral
character and habits of Students in every profes-

By

By Rev.

sion. DBy Rev. John Todd.

The Christian’s Armour against Lofidelity. By
Rev. Johu G. Lorimer.

Memoir of the Rev. Robert M. M:Cheyne. DBy

Rev. A. A. Bonar, 13mo,, cloth,

Alemoir and Remains of the Rev. R. M. M‘Cheyne.
By A. A. Bonar, 12mo., cloth.

The Night of Weeping; or, Words for the Suf-
fering Family of God. By Rev. H. Bonar.
The Mount of Olives, and other Lectures on
Prayer. By the Rev. James Hamilton.
The Church in the House, and other Tracts.

Rev. James Hamilton.

The Theses of Erastus touching Excommunication ;
cranslated from the Latin, with a Preface. By
Rev. Robert Lee, D.D.

Ephesus, or the Church’s Precedent in Doctrine
and Discipline. By Rev. P. Pounden, A.M.
Letters on the Evidences, Doctrines and Duties of
the Christian Religion, addressed to a Friend.

By O. Gregory, L.L.D., F.R.AS.

Prayers and Offices of Devotion. By Benjomin

Jonks. A new Edition, altered and improved,

by the Rev. Chas. Simeon.
RELIGIOUS WORKS.

RACTS and Essays by the late Dr. Thomas

Chalmers. 3 vols.

The Church in the House and other Tracts. By
the Rev. James Hamilton, London.

Night of Weeping. By the Rev. Horatius Bonar,

Kelso.

By

Story of Grace. By do

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

Literary Characteristics of the Scriptures, By J.
M. M‘Culloch, D.D., Greenock.

Life in Earnest. By the Rev. James Hamilton,
London.

Judah’s Lion. By Charlotte Elizabeth.

Letters and Biography of Felix Neff. By Margaret
Anne Wyatt.

The Great Commandment.

Four-fold State. By the late Rev. Thomas Boston,
of Ettrick.

Korah, or Christiun Cowmnfort in the uses of A lice
tion. By a Sutferer.

Mount of Olives. By the Rev. James Hamilton,
London.

The Progress of Creation.

An Exposition of the Book of Proverbs.
Rev. C. Bridges, M.A., Suffelk. 2 veola,

Family DPrayers. By the Rev. L. Bickersteth,
Rector of Watton, Herts.

Family Exposition on the Epistles of St. Juhu and
St. Jude. By do

A Practical Guide to the Prophecies. By do

Records of Femals Piety. Dy the Rev. James A.
Huie.

The Family of Bethany, or Meditation on the
Eleventh Chapter of the Gaspel according to St.
John. By L. Bounet, London.

The Retrospect, or Review of Providential Mercies,
By Alaquis, London,

The Literary History of the New Testament,

Exposition of St. John's Gospel. By the Rev. D.
T. K. Drummond, B.A., Irinity Chapel, Edin-
burgh.

The Pilgrimage. By Mrs. Stanley Carr.
Christian and Economic Polity of a Nation.
the late Dr. Thomas Chalmers. 3 vols.
Introductory Essays to Select Christian Authors.

By do.

Barnes’ Commentary on the Bible. 9 vols.
Bunyan's Practical Works. 6 vois. Dy the Rev.
Alexander Philip, A.M., Minister of Cruden.
Jenks’ Prayers and Devotions.  Altered and im-

proved by the Rev. Charles Simeoen, Cambridge.

Bunyan’s Pilgrims’ Progress.

Elijah the Tishhite. By Dr. F. W. Krummacher.

Scripture Bistory. By Isaac Watts, D.D.

The Church of Scotland Pulpit. 2 vols.

The Poor Man's Morning and Evening Dortions.
By Robert Hawker, Plymouth.

The Philosophy of Christianity. By Philip Dixon
Hardy, M.R.J.A.

The Christian’s Voice of Devotion.

Wanderings of a Pilgrim. By George B.
Cheever, D.D.

Memoir of the Life and Writings of the Rev. John
Aijbert Bergel. By Robert F. Walker, M.A.
Affliction” and Desertion. By the Rev. J. East,

M. A., Bath,

Refurm of the Church of England.
J. Pridham M. A., Oxford.

D’Aubigné’s History of the Reformation.

The Works of the RRev. Orville Dewey, D.D.

Commentary on the Holy Gospels. By the Rev,
J. E. Riddle, M. A.

ARMOUR & RADMSAY.

By Mary Rcberts.
By the

By

By the Rev.

NATIONAL SCHOOL BOOKZ,
General Lessons, 1o be hung up in Schools.
First Book of Lessons.
Sccond Book of Lessons.
Sequel to the Second Book.
Third Book of Lesson.
Fourih Book of Lessona.
Truth of Christianity.
First Book of Arithmetic and Key.
English Grammar and Key.
Book-keeping and Key.
Treatise on Mensuration.
Appendix to Mensuration, for the use of Teachers.
Elements of Geomctry.
Introduction to Geography and History, with Maps,
. Plates, &e. new edition, much improved.

The present cditions have been carcfully revised
and frecd from Typographical errors. They are
now in general use, and are sold very low to the
Trade.

This Scries has met with the approbation of the
Synod of the Presbyterian Church in Canada in
connection with the Church of Scotland, and been
strongly recommended by them for use in Schools
ard {amilies. ARMOUR & RAMSAY.

BARNES’ NOTES ON THEE BIBLE.
Edited by the Rev. John Cumming, D. D., being
the only complete and unmutilated Edition of this
truly popular Commentary.

The Work may be had separately, as follows, in
cloth :—Isaiah, 3 vols., with maps by Arrowsmith,
and Wood cuts ; Job, with wood cuts, 2 vols. ; Gos—
pels, with maps, 2 vols. ; Acts, with a map, 1 vol. ;
Romans, 1 vol.; Corinthians and Galatians, 2 vols. ;
Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians, 1 vol.;
Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, Philemon, 1 vol. ;
and Hebrews, 1 vol. at 4s each per volume, or 3s 6d
in paper cover ; or the New Testament may be ob-
tained in 5 vols., elegantly bound, price 27s. 6d. ;
without exception the cheapest Work ever published ;
also, uniform, the Book of Job, bound in1 vol, to
match, price 8s. '

The Publishers have the gratification of announc-
ing that the above is the oNLY complete Edition pub-
lished in Britain ; and they need not add that Dr.
Cumming’s name is ample authority for the accura~
cy and faithfulness in the reprint, as well as for the
excellence of the Work.

ARMOUR & RAMSAY.

R. & A. MILLER,
8, St. Francors XAVIER STREET,

AVE on hand and offer for sale, a good

variety of STANDARD, THEQLOGI-

CAL, RELIGIOUS and MISCELLANEOUS
WORKS, amongst which are:—

Horne's Iutroduction to the Study and Knowl.
edge of the Holy Scriptures; Suddard’s British
Pulpit; Cheever’s Lectures on Bunyan's Pilgrim's
Progress; Maorell's History of Modern Philosophy;
Lives of the Popes, by L. M. de Cormeuin, trans-
Jated from the French, 2 vols.; Stuart on the
Apocalypse. 2 vols,; Cruden’s, Butterworth's,
and Brown’s Concordance ; Lardner’s Lectures on
Science and Art, 2 vols,; Philip's Devotional
Guides, 2 vols. ; Darnes’ Notes on the New Tes-
tament, Job and Isaiah; Scott’s Commentary on
the Old and New Testament; do. on the New
Testament; Clarke's Commentary on the Holy
Scriptures ; Popular  Eucyclopeedia, 14 vols. §
Southey’s Foetical Works; D'Aubigné's History
of the Reforination; do. Travels in Germany,
England and Seotland; Abbot’s Summer in Scot-
land; Life of Rev. Rowland Hill; Memoir of
Rev. Leigh Richmond ; Genius of Scotland ; Up-
ham's Life of Faith; Life of Luther; Kirwin's
Letters, 1st aud 2ud Scries; Russell's Modern
Tistory, in 3 vols.; Dick’s Wirks; Blake's Bio-
grapbieal Dictionary; Pulpit Cyclopedia; Char-
lotte Elizabeth’s Works, 3 vols; do 13 vols., &ec.

July 1, 1848,

— S
g It is particularly requested that
Communications for ¢ The Presbyterian”
be in future sent in before the 20th of
each month.

Ministers are, also, respectfully re-
quested to draw the attention of their Con-
gregations from the pulpit to the objects
which ¢ The Presbyterian” has in view, as
it has been ascertained that many of our
Brethren are ignorant of the existence of
such a Religious Periodical, and of the
low price at which they can procure it.

MoNTREAL : Printed and Published
their

Printing-office, St. Frangois Xavior Strect.

by Axprew H. Aroun, of St. Urbain Street, and Hrw Raxsay, of St. Urbain Stres, at



