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27 (Condense from Rawlinson’s Egypt and Babylon.y -
infﬁ Egypt? Four lines of argument arg followed : ; ~
- 1, Seripture Testimony-(1} Gen. 15 13 ““Thy seed shall be a stranger in o

“land thatis not-theirs, and:shall :g\'}(hem: and fhey shall aflict them four hundred years.”
‘These-are evidently round numberST Here Abraham’s seed are distinguished from himself ;

ofit.

Eg Sour knndred andthirty yeirs.,” Thesefigures arerepeated in thg next verse.

land of Canaan,” "But thisis evidentlyan interpolation, as it reverses the-chronologicat
order, putting Canaan after Egypt, and. it applies’ the term ** Children of Israél” to Abra.

after.TIstael “ and:their fathers " and-puts Canaan before Egypt.» :
. £3)- Gal 3: 7. “ 'The covenint which was confirmed before of-God in Christ, the fasw,-
which was four hundred and-therty years after, cannot disannul.” Ths. statement follows

and excited unnecessary prejudice. .

Solomon’s temple was befgui:‘ *““in_the four hundred and.eiglitieth year after-the children of
Isrnel were come out of Egypt.” This was in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign; B. C.
1032, To this add 480, leaving off one for'incom?lete years, and we-have B. C. 1491 as:the
date-of the exodus, just 430years after the call.o Abraham, B. C. 1921. Bu, apart from
this question, the-accuracy of these figuresis very much disputed, and'when we weigh the
whole evidence, we cannot: allow them to overturn the conclusions arrived at. M
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" THE DURATIGR OF THE SOJOURN N EGYPT. |

L '{Istihe?"éri’ddf‘b'f%oliears,to be reckoned from.the call of Abraham, or- .from the descent :
s’ * . "7‘

the reference is-to-future generations.  But one land and gné people are referred to, and-
these not Canaan and'its inhabitants, for the descendents: onhe'pamarqh;wtoff come-out” .-

- {ff‘Ex» Iz' 40, 41. :“’Ni)'w the Yojourning of the-children 6f Israel, WLO‘ dwelt in-

the Septuagint, and:makes the 450 years cover the-whole period-from- the eall of Abraham to- .

2 exodus. Paul, however, does not-endorse the correctness of this. *, His argunient dogs ;
not require that he shonld ‘be-exact, It would besthe same if it were 430 or-645 years, To -
have corrected.the text in everybody’s -hiands wouldiha,ve diverted attegtion.from his, theme

. tmson 7' MAY lsth, 1894. , an Q.UARfER.' v
“* " lsrael jn-ng);pt‘,'Ex.-l: 114, - RO
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Gl e

N
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The Hebreéw reads *“The sojourning of the children of Israel which they $ojourned in
Egypti”  This:is.quite-explicit. The Septuagint howeverYeads after Egypt *and in the-

ham, Isaac, and Jacob. The Samaritan version is a mere  emendation of this.‘ It inserts-

One passage s decidedly.at variance with our view. To1 kings'& 1 it is-stated that .



. abbreviated their family tables’ giving only important names, or fitting them to cortain num.

.« the operatign. of natural causes, facilitated byr
; ‘

» Egyptian kit
The. giblen

_ " and his-people prospered. | Rameses I1.reigned jointly with his-father for about 20 years-and -

i

“gervants, dependants-and retainérs, even hirelings which-might go-elsewhere: when.it-pleased

- hundred persons. Jacob’s'is not likely to have been léss; and if we allow ‘his-eleven, sons, -

R

IIl. The Genealogies. Turning now to the gencalogies of the period, we, find, as 3 -
rule, only from four to six names covering the entire sojourn in Egypt.  If these are all in -
close succession they do not likely cover more than 215 years, since the length of a genery-
tion at that time was about forty years.  But we must remember that (1) the Jews constantly

bers for memonic séasons i ¢, so as to remember thew more easily, and (2) we bave in
1 Chr, 7: 22 27 the ancestry of Jushua, who was.old cnongh to command in battle at the
time of the exodus (Ex. 17: 9-13), and.these-are ten‘in number from Joseph, through Eph-
vaitn, who was a-mere boy when his grandfather and-uncles came. to Egypt. These names
wsily span 430 years, -

-
IIl. The Numben at the E§odus. The!mte of 1ncrease was-no doubt miraculously
rreat, and we need have no hesitation-in accepting the:shorter date because.of it. But we
must not multiply miracles needlessly. The whole number which camedown to Egypt
“with their households” (Ex. 1: 1) has not been estmated to-exceed two or three thousand,”
yet on guitting Egypt they, were at least 2,000,000. The narrative implies that they aug-
mented in the ordinary wﬁy and:not by gro elytes, .Slaves;.as they were, could not- have
large honseHolds. of retainefs as Abrdhani had.  How long, by the operation of natural laws,
without violent interferende, wuuld'be required for any population to-multiply a thousand .
fold? Thejaccepted law-in sucha taseis that.population, under favorable circumstances,
doubles in 45 years. Undpr the-conditions, natural and artificial, imposed upon the He-
braws at least 50 years would be required. This is-about. the rate in England to-day. Two
thousand cdld-not have become tw million in 215 years without more striking phenomena,
occurring tHan the narrativé warrants-us-in sulgposing. But:in 450 years we have room for-
Lhe-divine blessipg, wathout any prodigality of
the miraculovs. * D

IV. Egyptian History. F.gyptian.tradution. placed the exodus in-the rej éf Ameno-
phis, the s¢h-of Ramesés the Great, 'the second of that pame, the Sesostris ﬁhe Greeks,
Helreignedjabout B, C. 1300. The now cgmmonly accepted date for the excdus:is April
I5th, B. Cy1317. This is quite in.harmojly with the statéments of sctipture,  After the
death of Pharaoh, whose teign was very long (Ex. 2; 23), Moses was directed to return- to
Egypt, was:-then 80 years-old (7: 7). 'The Pharach who had just died.could-not have
beenithe ong who'gave the inhuman-order for the destruction of-the male children, for .no

reigned so-Jong, but-he was -the monarch from whose.court Moses fled:(4: 1g).
tive therefore mentions-three Pharaohs. (1) The king who in; ted the »
hondage, (2).the one from whom Moses-fled, and (3) the'reigning sovereign at he time of.
‘the exedus. (Now Seti- I, the:father of Rameses, was.one of the most warlike kings swhe'
ever yuled Egypt, and he was the second of a new dynasty hostile to that under which Joseph

outlived him 47 years. He was the real raler for-probably 60 years. He exhausted his
people by his extensive blilding operations. The whole land. is covered with monuments
“ofhisreign. We can hive no hesitation in accepting the Egyptian tradition as correct.
{Phig faces of Seti T and. Rdmeses.I1 which-may be seen in-their mummy cases in the museusn
pt Cairo, wete those which thousands of toiling slaves.looked upon with dread more than -
%;moxeaxs aga. L

- NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.

R . . el
" LessoN Pran. L . Blessed.of God. g% 13- IL Hated of Men, vs 814, .
b, BLEsseD oF Gob, I Names. See Gen. 46: 8-19. Household—This accord,
ing to the Hebrew idea, included not merely wife-and:-children, but men-servants and maid- .

themy, The household of Abraham when he went in pursuit of ‘Chedarlaomer, comprised
three hundred and eightéen-adult_males, capable of bearing arms, whohad all been ““bus
inhis house (Gen.. 14: 14). His *household” must, altogether, have exceeded twelve

R R O U A o U A

who were all grown up and had families, an average of two hundred apiece, their ““house-
holds™ \vculd?r%;ve amounted to t&wo-thousand two hundred; giving a-total for the-immigrants
of three thousand four hundred, (Rawlinson : Moses " Hes Lifeand Trmes).. B, Seventy
~>This includes Jacob himself, and Jeoseph and Joseph's-two sons. See ‘Gen. 46: 26, 27.
These were the “fathers,” Deut. 1o 22. In Adts 7: 14 Stephen makes the number 7%.
"I 'his number is obtained, cither by inserting five names from-the hstsin t Chronicles, or, by

adding nine sons’ wives to-the 66 who.are mentioned ih Gen. Jacob’s.mves -were probably -
dead.  If Judah (Gen. 38: 12) and Simeon {Gen. 46: 10) were widowers, there would -be
just nine davghters-in-aw. 6. Joseph died—at the age of 110 (Gen. 50: 26), after
ruling Epypt for So years (Gen. 41: 46). This was about 70 years after his father came Lo
Egypt. His body was embalined (Gen. 5o: 26)-and kept untii-the Israelites came toCamaan

¥
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when it ‘was buried at Sechem {Ex. 13: 19: -Josh. 24: 32). Jacob had heen dead over 53
years. - All that generation—All the sevegty passed away (Ecc. 1: 4).  Levi was prph-
Jbly the last survivor (ch. 6: 16). All who remained had been born and brought up in
£gypt. 7.' Were fruitful-—The same words are used in Gen. 1: 22; 8: 17 and clearly
suggest the operation of &ivine creative encrgy. The natoral causcs of this inerease were (1) -
The proverbial fecundity of the human race in Egypt, a5 noted by paturalists,  (2) Pecu~
liay fulness-of vitality in the Israclitish race, as evidenced'to the presentday. Note whit the
_midwives say, verse1g. (3] Prosperous circumstances and abundance of food. (Macgregor).
{4) * Parity of niorals and recolmized sanctity of the home. (5} They were not involved in
the wars of the Egyptians, When they-came out they numbered 600,000 men {ch. 12: 37)
* which infblies a total census.of 2,000,000. Promises were now being fulfilled, Gen. 35: 11}
46: 3. Refer to-Deat. 26: 5; Ps. 105: 24; Acts 7: 17. An earnest.of the spiritual incréase,
Gen. 15 5; 22t 17 261 4; 28t 14.  The land—of Goshen. Ps. 78:.12, 43, “the fieid
of Zoan,” a name that occurs on the monuments. Gen. 47:. 11, ‘‘the land of Rameses,”
here was Tanis, the Rameses of verse 11, whose site'has been.uncovergd only afew years
ago‘ S - ) N . * . R ‘ + ~ .
1I. HaATED oF MEx. 8. A new king—The-shepherdﬁkix%sf(H?yksos) who received
the Israelites as friends and allies were foreign conguerors. They had been expelled. by the
native-dynasty of Upper Egypt. As:favofites of the-hated foreigner, as herdsmen (Gen. 6%
34), and op account.of their alarming increase, the Ismelites were looked upoh-with no friend-
iy eye. This.monarch was Setr [, the second of *he:new line. His mummy, and that of
his son, Ramesds 1I, have been discovered ind are now in the museum at Bulag, near
Cairo. 'Knew not Joseph-—did. pot respect his memory, or shew gratitude for lus ser- .
vices to Egypt (Ecc. 9; 15; Heb. 6: io). 9. Ps-tos: 24. Thisis a vivid dramatic rep-
resentation] of Pharaok’s course of action, in which doubtless the legal formalties-which such
2 fyrant néeded:to obserte were duly complied with. The teal reason for his-action are
given.. More and mightier than we—The utterance of despotic fear. - There was no
ﬁoubt reason for his fears. 10, Referred toin Ps. 83: 3, 4. Wisely—craftily, Acts 7: 19,
| His policyl was shrewd, not wise. It was-foolish and wicked. Kind treatment would have-
made the Israelites their friends, Compare however, Ps. 66: 105 Job 5: 13; Prov. 23: 16.
Lest they multiply-—Pharaoh did not want to exterminate such valuable laborers, but
only to keep them within manageable bounds. The danger feared was that the Israelites |
would escape from Egypt by joiningan jnvading-army of their Semitie kinsmen from the
north-east. He would break their spirit and restrict theirincrease. His words shew that
 the Israelites still.cherished the Wope -of one day possessing Capaan. He delierately set
himself, like Herod, to defeat God’s plan. Prov. 21: 30. Why did God permit this °
opptession? (1) Asa punishment for idolatary, (2) To consolidate them into a--nation. -
Sez Plilosophy of the Plan of Svation chag. 2. (3) To prevent their amalgamation with
the Egyptians. Quite a romance} must underlie:the bare statement in 1 Chr. 4: 18, So -
iMustrious an.example would find Many imitators of both-sexes. (4) To teach:them-mechan- /
ical arts, raise them.out of their pastoral condition, and fit them for becoming = great andy -
cultured people. (5) Kindle angw their lohging for the Jand of promise. 1f. Ta.sk-/' )
masters—** Superintendents-of works ” accgrding to the septuagint. These are distinguish; -
‘ed from.the “‘slave-drivers” who are under-them (E}% 5:6) They were meh of rank.’ The -
Isthelites were levied upon for-the ¢qnstruction of public works-and-a systematic oversight of
the relays of workimen. was instituted-thatjthe sengtude-might be oppressive, ‘“might.afflict

them,” ‘This had beep.predicted Gen. 15f 13. _If moved God’s pity, Ex. 3: 7. It was- .
remembered in the offering of the first-fyuits, Dput, 26:; 6, Treasure gcities—R, V., °
“séore-%ities.” ngots of grain and suppljes-for the royal armies. -See.also 1 Kings 9« 163
2Chr. 8: 4;32: 28. X
thick and the3 rtition walls-of the grain chambers were from 8-to 10 feet. In the sSeptua-
gint it is added they built ‘“on, which is Heliopolis.” Pithom—the place of
Thum, the god of the setting sun. This has been recently discovered about 12 miles
from Ismailia. In the walls of its granaries can be scen well made bricks containing -
chopped straw, bigks bound together with stubble, (Ex. §: 12}, and others with sedges,
_rushes.and aquad;‘xeeds instead of straw. Mute witnesses of the truth of the scriptire
narrative.  Swecoth {Ex. 12: 37) was the civil_name of Pi-thum. Raamses—samc as
Rameses. It-is.identified with Tanis, and -was.réamed in honor of the king who enriched
and beautified it. (Gen. 47: 11} Compare the naming of Alexandria, Constantinople, St.
Petersburg, &c. 12. Grew—R. V. “the more they spread abroad:” “Timesof affliction -
‘have been the church’s growing times. Christianity spread most when it was persecuted.
Grieved—Contemptuous aversion and dread is expressed in the word. Loathing borror
and alorm. _ Gen. 46: 34 intensified. They suspected what the magicians afterwards éon-
fessed Bx. 8t 19. 13. Rigor-—reiterated in the next verse for the-sake of emphasis. The
root-meaning of the Hebréw word is *‘to break, crush,” and from it comes our word
“fierce,”  They were ferocious towards them, nlercilessly cruel, determined to crush out-
their manhood. Compare Ex. 2: 233 6: 9; Num. 20: 1§; Acts 7: 34. 14 The Israclites- -
did not build the pyramids for they were erected centuries before this time, Mortar—

*They ‘were strongly fortified. The walls of Pithom were 32 feet ..



“clay,” preparing ity for pottery and brickmaking. Brick—the whole process of brick-
- making is pictured the monuments of Egypt. Thé taskmakers are represented as stand-
ing over the workman with scourges and sticks, siich words as.*‘don’t idle, the stick is in my
, hand,” being painted as op his lips (Geikic). Service in the field—Works connected
with irdgation and agriculture.  Working the shadesf; or water-wheel, digging canals,
. erecting dykes, &e.  In suine dwaments of this time a fureim race ipanentioned as engaged
in these works, called Aperiu.  Many thinl, that this is the Egyptian way«of wnting Ehedm,
the pame by which the Hebrews would be kaowa.  Note the sin of bﬂ\;{& uppression, Frov.

14: 31; Ece. 5: 8. . ] o .
. - SUMMARY AND REVIEW.. i
By Rev. D. Stiles Fraser, B.-A., Springside, Upper Stewiacke, X. 5. ©

Be sure yourscholars suderstand the Historical Setting of the iessun.  See alwo tnt thes
baye caught the purpose and general outline vl the buok of Eavdus, which, of coumse, you
- have eiplained.  Youare-now iu-apusition tu go un with the review along soree sclected lin.:
"~ of thought, with the ubjectof deeply impressiag wpun the stholags’ minds and Aearss some
" practical lessops  sume sewd thuughts,  The laic of thuaght here suggested,. and crystalized
m the following blak buand plais, i»  Sin-is-a-terrible Slavery, fivm which Jesus
Christ is our bnly Saviour . T A -
Before you begin, have on yuur pad,.ur slate, ot buatd, quly the witle letters, ke E. or Jet
these oiily be seen, Theg wrile- under theve lettem, the At pact of the coniral fruth with
three §%.  Sin-keeps the Sinner in-hard Slavery. Fasteir these .three S, as with
_02ils in a sure place.  Thew add, and review the facls of the-lessonas you add-all on.the leit
" and centre of the ‘m"“k’-'“z‘d. plai, suihdt, reading duwnwards you will have, —Israel was
in Bitter Bondage, under Taskmasters, Suffering Affliction, Billerness, Cruel-.
*, ties, Dﬁgﬁdaﬁén. This .l take yuu-gvet all:ihe lessun eacept the first patt of verse 12,
* whichreveals God’s presence with.the pﬁ:&k defeating the puspuses of their enemies, Now
state that the Bonduge in Zoypl iaty betaken as-afype-of the Bondage-of Sin, and then add
<he words onthe tight.  ZheSinner i, and Sin, wHen, seading downwards again, you have :
—The Sinner is in Biller Bondage, under Sin, Suffering Affligtion, Bitterness,
© Crueltles, Degradation. 8 ;geitag this all duiied in by frequent repetition, wrifé .
undemeath, -Getting Worse;, and Worse, and Worse, Make Sin appear as bad as
possible. Yoy canbot pitture i tuo daskly. What did Istael du in this terrible state?
Fhen they Cried unto-the Zord and'He heard them, Ex. 3; 7. Where can the Sinner
find belp? Goldgr Text: Ps. 124 B, Now.lose with the last é)au‘uﬂhe"cmlmftndﬁ,
i3

written in large letter; wnder all. JESUS CHRIST IS MY ONLY SAVIOUR.
Ac;s\i{: T2 ¢ . 1 . . U

. Sy KEEPS THE SINNER IN HARD SLAVERY.. . . .

<77 “ISRAEL WAS, | THESINNERS. -
T . BITTER BONDAGE .
: TASKMASTERS | SN .~
AFFLIGTION, ., ““ 7 77 e ey

. SBITTERNESS, . - - *~ .. .
. *. CRUELTIES, 7 . %
- L . . DEGRADATION. ‘... . --
. Geuing Wdrs€and Wopse, axp WORSE;
, mgzhﬁg '{lhghcgfgm?m%i%d ] GoroEn TeXT: PsaLy 128: &
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| Pesus Christ is iy only Samdowr.
: . - ' ACTS IV: XII. R

\




