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Our Sisters in India.
—_—
PAPER BY MRS, H. M. N. ARMSTRONG, READ AT THE
= ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WOMEN'S BAPTIST FOREIGN
MISSIONARY - SOCIETY OF ONTARIO,

Dear Sisters of Ontario and Juebec,—1 am sorry

-~ thart-emrbe “withmyou-today onlyim spirit, and

am not able personally to convey to you my cor-
dial thanks for your kind invitation to be present
with you.

The Master who was with me during some years
of serdice in the foreign field, has brought me back
again td those who inAhought and feeling, in name
and speech are one with myself. I meet many
who were friends in liy-gone days and many more,
—may I not class you among them,—who through
their sympathy with the work in heathen lands,
feel an interest in even-the humblest worker there.
Pleasant as the revival of old associations, and the
meeting with friends must be, through it all I seem
to see the eager, waiting faces of the dark-browed
sisters I have left, turned appealingly towards me,
as though they would say * Have you—will you—
forget us ?" I do not wish to do so, but rather to
bring them and you nearer together, till one com-
mon sister-hood binds us all in loving fellowship.

Telugu women and Canadian women are not
so unlike as many may suppose. Their color, their
dress, their food, their homes, their position in
society are totally dissimilar, yet are‘not all these
differences exteinal. Their hopes and fears, their
joys and sorrows, their love and hatred and jeal-
ousy, their motherhood with all its cares and-re-
compenges are much like ours. “ Man looketh at
the outward appearance, but God looketh at the
heart.” He loves the Marttias and Marys beneath
the burning skies of India as He does those of hap-
pier homes in more temperate climes. The wailing
of the orphan and the widow in Hindustan strikes
upon His ear as speedily and as plaintively as those
that rise from Canadian hearths and homes. He
sends sunny days to the children there as here,
and gladdens their parents’ hearts with food and
raiment. ** Have we not all one Father?” Yes,
and we all bear His image ; His image marred by

" sin, twisted by our misunderstandings, yet filled
with aspirations and possibilities of greater things,
conscious of yearnings that nothing here can satis-
fy, conscious too of guilt that no effort of ours can
wash away. He sees and pities us each and all.
“ God is no respecter of persons, but in every na-
tion, he that feareth Him und worketh righteous.
ness 18 accepted with ‘Him” The thought may
arise in some 'minds that those who “ fear God and

1

work rigliteousness ” are more numerous here than

in heathen lands. It is certaimly true that those
who love Him are found chiefly among us, because
we only have heard of Hislove to us. But those
who know little more of God than as an avenger
fear Him in all lands, everywhere “the wrath of
God is revealed from heaven against all unrighte-
ousness and ungodliness of men,” and of this
many stand in awe, and those who, following blind
guides, work what they deem to be righteousness,
are no inconsiderable number among the heathen.
If Canadians had not heard the Gospel and Hin-
doos had, the righteous would be there, not here.
‘“ What maketh us %ﬁs&:r what have we that
we did not receive ? " \It hecomes us not to be
“ highminded, but to fgar.” YOur Hindoo sisters
are what we would beywithouy the gospel. We are
much as they wpuld be=if they had known of
Christ.

b

There are two distinct classes of women in India
~those who live a secluded life, and those of the
lower classes, wha labor in the ficlds or wherever
they can get work. There, as here, those who work
hard every day and scarcely gain enough tojeay,
have little time to think. It 1s hard to awskén
much thought among them. 'To-Gmn their rice, Lo
cook and eat it and have time to rest their weary
limbs in sleep, is about the height of their am-
bition. So long as they can work, they give little
thought to what the end of itall is to be. In their
own expressive way they will tell you, " we cannot
get enough to feed our bodies, what is the use of
talking to us about our souls?”

Any who have visited among the lowest classes
in our own towns and villages have met with much
the same reception. In India, however, the pov-
erty is greater, and those who are pinched and
strained in circurstances are more numerous than
here. Still, a large class of the people hold them-
selves to be the ladies of the land. They are
.ennobled by their birth as they suppose. - Too re-
fined and modest for exposure to the public gaze,
they pride themselves on their seclusion, and find
within the narrow limits of their own households

of these fritter away. their time in gossiping and

among them are pious, and can say in all sincerity
as Paul did when he persecuted the Christians to
the death, that he was *“ zealous toward God.”
Among this class of peoplé who have more time
to think and whose husbands and sons are often
educated, thus bringing them into.contact with the
thought of others, 1 have found those who were
“hungering and thirsting after righteousness.”
Theéy deemed no sacrifice tof\great, no hardship
too severe, which would purchase for them a little
more of the favor of Deity. Their one object in
life was to lay up for themselves treasures in
hieaven. Their prayers were ‘ but vain repetitions,”
yet they were never forgotten ; daily they burned
lamps before their idols and made them offerings ;
daily they fed or clothed the poor; and they did
not require some one to ask them to contribute to
this or that charity, nor was therc any nced of col-
lectors calling on them ; they gave freely and gen-

and by thy works thou shalt be condemned.” They

sufficient to fill their lives if not their hearts. Many ,

such gaiety as befits their station in life ; but some®

knew the *terrors of the law®  Alas ! for them;
they had never heard of salvation by grace. They,
knew of a_sust God, but none had told thew that
He was also a-Saviour to “ save His people from
their sins. They had heard He was pleased with
their giving, they did not know of * His unspeak-"
able gift.” They had no knowledge of the grand
secret of our peace, ‘'the blood of Jesus Chrst
cleanseth from all sin;” and ‘“going about to
establish a righteousness of their own* was all that
was left to them. Often I have heard them say, we
have made a pilgrimage to this shrine and to that,
but there are many more places we must go. There
are always mare gods to worship, more sacrifices
to make, more good deeds to be done, we are
never satisfied, we can never say we have reached
the end, we never know what we have left undone.

Such people do not always hear the Gospel
readily. They hive their own righteousness
wrought with much toil and care, and poor and
~“u'is'uFfslc‘ient as they Teél it to De, it i5 still precious-
for the labor it has cost them. They have bought
it so dearly that they will not part from it till they
are thoroughly convinced that the * robe of Christ’s
righteousness” is the
acceptably in the palace of the King.

One sad difference between the religious Hindoo
woman and her sister in Christian lands is, that the
first is a service purely of fear, while ours is a ser-
vice of love. The one is the spint of a slave, the
other that of a child at_home. They are always
trying to propitiate an offended God, we rejoice in
Him who is the * propitiation for our sins.” They
bare the burden of their transgressions, working
out “their own salvation with fear and tembling,”
knowing -nothing of Him who “worketh in us”
and “ in who we are complete.” The insufficiency
and insignificance of what they have done com-
pared with what they ought to have done, and the
mountain of uncancelled sin for which they cannot
atone weighs upon their hearts. --God only knows
of how many of them it may be said at last as of
Cornelius, “ thy prayers and thine alms are come
up for a memorial beforc God.” Yet, we know
that “ by the works of the law shail no flesh living
be justified.” Peter was scot to teach Cornelius
the way of life, because his prayers and alms alone
were not sufficient. Yes, my sisters, and when,
your hearts were moved to send the Gospel to the
Telugus, perhaps back of that was the prayer of
some poor woman to her Swamy (Deity) that
passed beyond the idal to the God whom she “ig-
norantly worshipped.” The prompting of the
Spirit tn your heart it may be was the answer to
her prayer.

of heathenism, and it is given to us to set them
free. How shall we meet them herealter if we
neglect them now? How my heart has ached for
the hopeless sorrows I have found among heathen
women. When our little children die our friends
weep with us and tell us “itis well with the child.”
When a Hindoo child dies the mother has lost it
indeed ; as its little body passes out from ber sight,
all hope of ever seeing it again dies away from her

erously, and rejoiced in it. Their sacred books | heart. She knows nothing uf a heaven of ransomed
told them, * By thy works thou shalt be justified, | little ones.
tell her, because she has displeased the geds, and

Her child bas been taken away, they

only onc which-we-canwegse—

w

Our sisters in India are groaning under the yoke
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_it has gone from her forever. 1 remember one
sad-faced woman whose children had pearly.all died
in infancy. Every day she wept and: bewailed

-them, and would not be tomlorted; becam

. “were not” Her long years of weeping had dim-

_med her sight, her eyes were sunken, dnd the dark

. . circles afound them told that hers ¢as no transiedt
sorfow. : v -

* When I told her how Christ had died for our
sins, and how he Joved and saved the little child-
ren, how if she repented and believed in Him she
-might yet join her children in their glorious hore

above; she drank in my words:with almost breath-
less wonder. * Are they anywhere now,” she said,
*can I ever seethem, or put my atms around them
again?”  And I could see the hope kindled in her
soul-that no after-doubt could quite quench. It
vas-all so new,-and then it might be- true wes-the
guage of her eyes at least. I do not know
shether the woman has saving faith in Christ or
55 but when I left Chicacole her relatives told
ishe does not weep now as she did; she has
yeeia great deal happier since you talked to her.”
fgwtxen a Hindoo woman's husband dies every one
uros her. “ What a wicked woman you must
* be,” they say, “it was for some sin of yours that
yourthusband died. How indignantly I have lis-
tened as one said “such-and-such a woman is
dead.” “Ah, was she a sinner or a saint?* “Oh,
she was o sinner,” would be the answer. And
that meant nothing more nor less than that the
woman was a widow. The gods had prejudged her

a sinner iu taking away her husband, and every one
else said “Amen.” o

When theworshipper of idols draws near to death,
with what terror the message comes! Itis all so

——..dark beyond. _She knosws not what_sins_are to tise

up and.condemn her ; she knows not to what mis-
ery she must subrut ; friendless and alone she is
going to be judged for the deeds done in the body.
How differeht fram the Christian going to meet the

——Judge who loves. and has forgiven her?

When the news of a" terfible famine in India
reached England every heart was stirred. Accounts
of the intense suffering of the living, and the many
and - terrible deaths thrilled every sensitive heart,
and help for the famine stricken was the burden of
many an appeal and many a prayer. Alas, for the’
famine stricken‘souls !, Century after century they
have languished and perished in despair. Stiil the
long mournful processipn hurries on to everlastiag
darkness.  “ What shall we do to be saved ? what
shall we do to be saved? they cry. They torture
their poor bodies, they fast, and they pray, they
cry aloud to those that cannot help them and cut

»themselves and weary themselves with thejr crying ;
dud there is “ neither voice, nor any to flear, nor
ARy that regarded.”

Shall we pity the perishing body and forget the
anguished soul ? Shall we give them bread that
perishes and withhold that which * if any man eat,
he shall live forever ? ” . :

“ Remember the words of the Lord Jesus how’
he said, “ Feed my sheep.” * Other sheep I have
which are not of this fold” “Go ye into all the
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.
Lo ! I' a@” with“you 'alway, even anto thé efid of
the world.”

£

H. M. N. ARMSTRONG.

OUR INDIAN STATIONS.
Cocanada.

Mr. TIMPANY writes, under date, September 24th :

We have been home a'little more than a week and
are getting settled down again to our work here.
‘There was plenty of work awaiting us ; and although
we have done our best, it is still before us. The girls
are getting back from vacation, and some new ones
will be coming in, 50 Mrs- Timpany has plenty to do
arranging and gettin ‘Furning. :

A number of Telugpople are enquiring,
arqund Cocanpddi:Spme are cases of much interest.
The truth jewotking more and more. The new cha-

‘is ¢'work. _It stands close to the.road,

L ml’ ! v lﬁ :
. alonghipk-all the carts coming into Cocabiada pass.
- Mpjthides of people all day long and mucls of the

in and

night also, come and go. Scarcely a hymn is sung
but that some strangers listen to it. People now, far
and wide, know what this Compound is for, and that
it is the home of the Missionaries. Almost every
eeting 18 attended by some heathen, Thus, week'b
week, and month by month, the Word'is going fort
to people who live near and far. The English inter-
est has not abated. I go this evening to sec Some
who wish to be baptized. Thete are four, I think, at
present who are intending to come forward in bap-
tism. o

At Samulcotta where your Bible woman Ellen lives,
there are some awaiting baptism., I am building a
house there,having a large room for school and meet-
ings, and a room for Ellen and her family. I-pay her
Rs.-70 a month, and help her a little about clothes,
She is costing a little over the $50 given for her. The
$50 for village, schools I am taking to build, or rather:
help to build;*the house mentioned, and to establish a
school at one or two other places. [ am rejoicing at
beitig-able froth this on, to give tore 6f my own time
to direct field work.

I had a bell sent to me the other day, to look atand
take for our chapel if I thonght it suitable. The price
was $40. [ tried it in the tower but found it too small,
Perhaps Mr. McLaurin will try and bring out one with
him. “The new bodt “Canadian” has travelled al-
teady about two thousand miles, Mr. Craig started
for Akidu last evening with it. He had on board
some furniture for his iome there, some lime for his
house, and some doors and windows for village schoo)
house chapels. -

Tunl.

AN OASIS IN THE DESERT.

A few days ago I returned from a week’s tour in
the porth. western section of the Tuni field Some
time before leaving home I had heard thaya -
tian family was living in a certain village\ifi that
region ; and one object of our visit there was to seek
out this family, and afford them whatever encourage-
ment and spiritual benefit we might be able to im-
Lpart.. Making our_beadquapers_at. Nursapatam, an
important civil station in that section, we visited a
number of surroundinﬁ villages, pn:acfling to large
and very attentive audiences. At one of these vilr
lages we found {hie family above mentioned, and
were not a little pleased to discover a Christian home
in the midst of the heathen darkness prevailing all
around. The husband was absent; but the wife and
little son were at home and seemed to appreciata ouf
visit vex highly. The house was given up to me
during the day we spent there, while the regular oc-
cupants found temporary it fon-at the house
of a relative. ‘The one room, though not large, was
scrupulously clean ; and in this respect appeared in
striking contrast with the ordinary dwellings of the
lower classes. It was a surprise to find such an
amount and variety of excellent Christian literature
(in the vernacular) as the house contained, There
were several back numbers of different religious peri-
odicals, two or three different hymn books, and a
complete copy of the Telugu Bible in one volume—
the first 1 remember to have seen anywhere (the Tel-
ugu Old-and*New Testaments in our possession at
Tuni, and those seen elsewhere, being bound sepa-
rately). - Hannamah (the name of this woman) and
her husband were converted several years ago in
Rangoon, where they had been living some time,
There they became connected with a society of the
Plymouth Brethren, though she calls herself a Bap-
tist, not recognizing any distinction between the two
bodies
expected home in a few months, He earns higher
wages there than he could get on this side, and sup-

orts «his family by remittances sent home. The
gm(her-ln-law and sister of Hannamah, having been
taught by her, profess to be believers in Christ ; and

Her husband is now in Rangoon, but is{~

to our lodgin, -é)lace at Nursapatam, thankful for the
experience of the day, and hoping that the little gleam
of Christian light which we had found shining amid
e_darkness, mi y_{

increase in ‘power and brilliancy, until the shadows
are driven away from all that region,

- ; G. F, CURRIE.
Tuni, India, Sept. 29, 1880, '

THE WORK AT HOME.

‘Ontario.
« WORK FOR THE, CIRCGES ‘POR“188%1.

At a special meéting of the Central Board of *
Ontario, held on the 26th of November, it was deter-
mined ‘to continue the support of the Girls' School ;
Amielia; Ellen, the Bible woman at Samulcotta ; the’
village schools on’ the Cochnada, Tuni and Akidu
fields ; and to furnish all the books needed for the
work. The Treasurer was authorized to send,
through Mr. T. D. Craig, $600 on the 15t of Decem-
ber to India, to be apprapriated as follows :—Cocana-
da Station, for the Girls’ School, $225; Amelia, $25 ;
Bible woman, $50; village schools, $50; books,
tracts, etc., $50.  Twni, school, $s0. Akidu, village
schools, $150. .

It was also resolved that, as Mrs. McLaurin expects ,
to engage in Zenana work on her return to India,
the Women's Society should undertake to pay the
§$500 required for her passage out: This can easily be
done, in addition to meeting the next half-yearly pay-
ment for the Girls' School and Amelia, if the Circles
continue as earnest and faithful as they have hitherto
been. The ‘Central Board therefore feel assured that
they can appeal with confidence to their sisters in
Ontario to uphold their action in this matter.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WOMEN'S
SOCIETY.

- - “TREASURER'S RERORT. -
Women's Baptist Foreipn Missionary Society of Ontarlo in

account with Yessie M. Lioyd, Treasurer,
Dr.

so far as we could ascertain, their faith d“to be
genuine, They expressed their intention of coming
to Tuni after a time to receive baptism. Thus her
faithfulness appears already to be bearing fruit. Com-
pletely isolated from_all Christian association, except
with those whom ?ﬁejbi’ﬂxem_elf persuaded to believe,
her home seemed 56/ me like ‘an oasig in the desert. It
was refreshing to find a spot where'prayer was wont
to be made, and to meet with one who sympathized
with our work, and rejciced to welcome ua as preach-
ers of the truth. After preaching a long time to the
people of the village in the morning, and resting
awhile in the middle of the day, it was no small privi-
lege to conduct worship in this humble Chnstian
home. Hannamah’s son, nine years of age, a bright
pr g-looking lad, d scarcely less please

with our visit than his mother, and manifested a spe-
cial liking for David, one of the two native preachers
who gre with me. I hope to have him in our school

1880,
To amount in Bank...............o00.. fust 03
w Dundas .......... $2300
o Yorkville 102 98
w Paris......... . 106 fi1
w Brantford............... 53 10
« Thedford 15 00
w Stratford ............. 18 oo
w Alexander Street. .. 152 23
w Port Hope....... 57 00
w Guelph ........ . 67 00
u Denfeld .......... . 4379
w Timpany's Grove........... . 41 00
w Whitby seeevntviennes . 360
w Ingersoll ... ... ... .13 12
u Port Burwell ........... . 92§
wSalford ....ooiiiii i .+ 600 -
w Stmthroy ...... 28 oo
o Callege Street........ S 18 04
w Whithy (6th concession).. 15 00
« London (York Street)...... 52 5§
w ' n  (Adelaide Street). .. 46 oo
w Aglmer ..o 34 50
w Interest on Bank account 7 30
w Beamsville ...oooviennenit, 12 00
w Peterboro’ ......oiiiiiienans 73 75
w Usxbridge:c.......... 21 00
v Special Contributions....... 159 06
« Woodstock ......... 61 00
v Parliament Street. 32 85
............ 27 50
............. 25 00
........... 2 00
........ 15 90
47
325
151 67
24 00
915
......... $1987 00
$1300 00
.$ 14 35
z; 99
ogram oo
u Expenses of Anpual Meeting last year. 12 co
w Cashonhand . ..vvemiinnnininnanns 4 50
w Cashin Bank.o.sooagiimennonnin,. 633 26
- 687 oo
Total Expenditure........ P $1987 00
: Audited and found correct.
- N H. E. BucHan,

at Tuni sometime. As evening approached, we took
leave of ouf newly-made acquaintances, and returned

T. DixoN CRralg,

God's -blessing, continue to

-
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CORRESPONDING SECRETARY'S REPORT,
The fourth annual meeting™of our Women’s Society

et

cannot do, nor do we wishit. So you see we are I

beset with difficulties. We do not despair of over-
coming them, if strength and tile are allowed us.
Still the dense darkness of this heathenism is some-

hasyprought us once more together, and as a begin-
ning to my report | shall give you & brief extract
from a letter received during the year from Amelia
Keller, who, with Mrs. Timpany, was with us three
years ago, and helped to ins?irc us with zeal for the
Telugu work. She writes : ©.Do not imagine I forget
aur dear old friends, IliM see you all once more,
- byt I don't think { can, and hope in God we will meet
at last in our Father's house, where no wide sea will
be between us.” To Amelia Keller's wish, I am sure,
we all respond, Amen. R

The correspondence during the year was not espe-
cially marked. The call for united prayer, and the
question of the Boat-fund, awakened responses which
have been more manifest in deeds than words. - Man
of the Circles’ are represented hera to-day. 1 wi
read the list as they appear an our hooks : ‘Aylmer,.
Alexander-St., Belleville, Beamsville, Boston, Brant-
ford, Courtright, Cheltenham, ‘Calton, College-St.,
Dundas, Denfield Guelph, Georgetown, Ingersoll,
Jarvis-St,, K‘incanfine; London—York-St., London—
Adelaide-St., Lakefield, Line Baptist Church, Parlia-
ment-St., Port Burwell, Peterbore’, Paris, Port Hope,
?uecn-SI. Baptist, Strathroy, Simcoe, Salford, Strat-
ord, Sarnia, Selwyn, Sparta, Theszord, Uxbridge,
Whitby, 6th concession, Whitby town, Winnipeg,
Waoodstock, Yorkville,

Forty-one names are recorded here. In sonf€cases
it is only the name, as they have no voice nor report.
We regret to think that there are churches in which
there is no missionary spirit among the women,—~we
cannot think itffand the names have been read to-day
in.our public meeting in the hope that the interest
which has for a time slept will be aroused, and that
they will be among the honored instruments of win-
ning Telugu-land for Christ.

During this year 2 poem called the Light of Asia
has created unusual. interest in the literary world.
Its merits are undeniable ;. it contains much that isa

- -ministration- to- wsthetio taste and culture, --As.many.
of - you know, it is the story or legend of Buddhism
depicted in most attractive form, and the Gautama,
the founder of this delusion, is made so beautifyl,
nobleand self-sacrificing, that the human heart, in its
outreachings for some object of adoration, instinctively
turns towards this seeming light.  Time will not per-
mit me to dwell more fully on the details and workings
of the system—but, Sisters of Ontario, will you not
to-day turn your eyes and throughts to Asia, and ask,
What has Buddhism done for India? What have
Gautama and his disciples done for woman in India?
Then,—remembering the degradation which every-
where exists there, about which you may thorougll;ry
inform yourselves by reading missionary literature
{and this we beg of you to do),—turn to Bethlehem
and Calvary, remember with prayerful hearts the One
who said; ¥1 am the light of the world,” and ask
what our Saviour does for woman in India? Take
the solitary case of Amelia Keller,—~Which was the
best for her, the Light of Asia, or the Light of the

. World? Sister, how many women would you like to
be the instrument of saving? You may not go; but
a small sum a year and earnest prayer will send at
least one ray of light to the dark room and the darker
heart, and t{ne woman shall rise, and, striking off the
dust and cobwebs of the centurles, sit at the feet of
Jesus and learn of Him, and life will be fving, and
eternity a reality of joy.

Qur foreign letters nearly all find a place in print.
Mr. Timpany, at last accounts, was engaged in the
revision of the Telugu New Testament. In a letter
dated August gth, he says: # A good many of my oid

eople, preachers and others, are coming to see me.
glariah came the other day. Poor fellow, he got hold
of me and cried like a child—and so they come. The

¥ preachers and Christians have stood well. We should
remember that these were evangelized by Canadian
money.” Mr. Timpany writes this from near his old
field, where there is quite a staff ,of laborers. He
then says he wishes he had just such preachers in
Cocanada, but it is a new field and needs more money
and more prayers. We had hoped to have heard
from Elien, the Bible woman of Samulcotta, but the
letter has not yet reached us. Mrs. Currie writes
August 2nd, of difficulties connected with the schoo!
at Tuni: “ When the Brahmins found that a Christian
teacher was to be employed they persuaded the higher
castes not to attend. The school only numbers ten
or twelve. We are doing all we can to persuade others
to attend, but may yet have to offer some inducement

other than education before the place is filled. -Op--

posers also raised some absurd stories about Moham-
medans lging in wait™o kidnap boys, and as we live
at some distance from the village this may prevent
timid ones. Somé are waiting 1g'£ing we will offer

support, -as well as education, is, of course, we

¥1* Ye whohave'sal at Hifs féat, and Tegnit'on His gracious™

thmg‘appilh'ng. Sometimes there seems 1ot a gleam
of light even to us, Our faith has not altogether
failed, but it Aas been tried. We long to see that
some impression has been made upon the mass of
the people by the faithful and constant preaching of
the Gospel—to see a little glimmer of light in the
darkness, But the darkness seems to press inward
with almost crushing weight at times upan. our souls.”
Can we deny these the lamp of Life?

Mrs. Timpany writes conceming the tequest for
special and earnest prayer issued by the Board:
“The circular Mr. and Mrs. Craig and Mr. and Mrs.
Currie have seen.  All think it very good, and have
no doubt it will call forth united prayer, which will
be heard and answered by our Heavenly Father both
in a blessing on what you are doing at home and upon
the work here. It is good to remember from whence
our h'elp cometh. This we find especially necessary
here.” |

These letters and others are all full of interest. ‘::F/

missionaries love the work and enter into it wit |
whole hearts. Mrs, McLaurin is interesting hersglf
at home, and doing all she can to inspire the woufen [
with missionary zeal. Shall we speak of difficdities

to-day? Shall we not rather take the Tregburer's
statement as a sign of increasing interest? Another
young woman has recently asked to be sent as our
missionary. This is the fourth. The spirit in which |
these requests are made prove love for Christ and His |
work, and must we say, &’e cannot send you? There |
is but one reason why we canno/—a want of dollars.
And where does the responsibility lie? It rests on us. ;
On the women assembled here to-day. If the churches

here represented are faithful we shall win souls. Mrs.

Timpany said at our first anniversary, “ The work |
will grow as you grow.” We must report to-day: It
has grown beyond us :—

*¢ Sisters | ye who have known the Elder Brother's love ;

reast ;
Whose hearts nr:: glad with the hope of His own biest home }
above, !
Will ye not seek them out, and lead them tp Him for |
rest?

Qb1 for a clarion voice to reach and stir your nest,
With the story af sisters’ woes gathering day by day .
Over the Indian homes {sepulches rather than rest),
Till you rouse in the strength of the Lord and roll the
stone away,"

Respectfully submitted,
H. H. HUMPHREY, Cor. Sec.

ADDRESS DELIVERED BY MISS MUIR, OF MONTREAL

It would be impossible to cx%ress in words the glad-
ness that fills my heart at being permitted to be

resent this afternoon. Every year as you have met
Yhave been with you in spirit and longed to see you
personally and hear the particulars of the work, and
it hardly seems possible that the desir¢ has been
granted. In Mrs, Freeland’s address reference was
made to a fact that had quite escaped my memory— |
that the Eastern branch of this society was formed
before this one. It recalled to my mind the formation
of the society ¢t Montreal, and the reluctance with
which we undertook it. When Mr. Timpany came to
consult with some other ladies and myself about the
advisability of having a Canadian Women'’s Baptist
Missionary Socicty,% did everything [ could to dis-
courage him. I told him that I was sure that we
could not succeed in keeping it up—that we were not
like the American ladies, not nearly so clever, or
capable of taking any public part like they were ; that
it would be difficult to get a lady who would take
ch of a meeting ; and as for expecting any one to
J;&eaﬁ,e that could never be done. He listened to all
had to say, and then, in his quiet, persistent way,said :
“The question‘is not whether you will have a society
at Montreal or not, that is aiready decided; we are
determined about that; what we wish to know from
you is, who will be the most suitable ladies to appoint
as officers for’the first year?” So what could we do
but submit? Oh, how blind we were! When Godin
His kind was opening a door of useful and
happy service before us, we shrank back, and through
want of faith and confidence feared to enter ; but by
the hand of His Providence He gently pushed us in,
and-we must ever thank Him for it. Itis an honor,
a privilege, that we women are allowed in an orgnnizeri
way to assume some definite Eart of this Foreign Mis-

sion work, to share with our brethren jn the responsi-
bility ‘of providing means for the spread of the Gospel
in Telugu. Besides, it is such happy work,. bringing

v

us into sympathy with Christ, and lifting us out of the
narrow circle of our personal thoughts and plans ; an}“
we long to have every woman shdre it with us. © /
_The pleasure and responsibility. of buildin, .
wheie¢ Christ'may be preached is ne; ways con-
fined to the gentlemen, We contribute a little,
but the amounts ar
nothing in propor@n.

ful sense of being Able to ¢
while.  We can only look
Chapel, however, thaty se belongs to us.
Through the kind I’rov/i;:;c/of God we have been

permitted to send the mears to build it. Towards
that spot in Cocanadg, which none of us have ever
seen, our thoughzs% often turned. But we must
not think for a moefent that, now it is built and-paid
for, our work with regard to it is over, Very far from
it. Our agim and prayer while gathering the mone
was, that'in that Chapel Christ might be.so preached,.
thag-many of the darkened souls that enter it may be
totiched by His love and open their hearts to receive
Him as their Saviour and Friend. Until that js
accomplished our work is not done. Every Sabbath
as we pray for our own pastors, that Christ will stand
by them and speak through them, let us remember our
missionaries in the Chapel at Cocanada and the con-_
gregation gathered there, and let our hearts go out in
prayer and sympathy for them.

I do not know if you all feel as I do, but I cannot
say that | feel the seme interest in the men and boys
in Telugu as | do for the women. The gentlemen are
sure to see that the boys and men are looked after,
that they are educated and have the Gospel preached
to them ; but the women! How our hearts go out in
sympathy for them in their dark and barren homes.
In Mrs. Armstrong’s address, that has just been read,
she says that she is haunted by the eyes of the women
as if they said, “ Can you forget us¢’ Do they not
haunt us, too, as by faith we see them;and do they not
seemn to say, “Can you not give us something that
will make life worth living for>*  We are so happy in
our homes, surraunded by kindness and affection, and
treated with respect and consideration by all around
us, allowed (under certain restrictions, of course, and
probably as often as is good for us) to make our own
plans and have our own way, that we long to share
the brightness of our life with them. What is the
most precious thing to us? Is it not the Lord Jesus
Christ?> s it not the sweet assurance of His forgiving
love, the restful consciousness of His abiding presence
and protecting care, and His approving smile and
companionship, that make our lives the bright, joyous
things 'they are? This we long to share with our
Telugu sisters, to give them Christ, one whom they
can love and trust, who will never despise them. It
was not very strange that a Hindu woman should have
said on heaning the Bible read, * That-book must have
been written by a woman, it is so very kind to women.”

We may have our own plans as to how this is to be
done, and it is quite right for us to think about it and
do all in our power to have them carried out ; buf
when we have done that, we must wait to see if our
plan is what Christ sees to be best. It is such a com-
forting thought that God reigns, that all hearts are in
His hands to guide and move as He sees best. Our
only way of finding out God’s will is by the ordinary
leadings of His Providence arbund us; if He closes
up the way for us by these, we must wait to see where
He would lead us.  We believe He has guided us so
far, and as far as He leads we wish to follow, but not
one step beyond. How disastrous it would be if, to
carry out our own plans, we should step for a moment
beyond the places where Christ would have us go.
Rather let us wait and see what He would have us do.

In the Apostle Paul's Epistle to the Thessalonians
be uses these words : “ As we were allowed of God to
be put in trust with the Gospel, even so we speak.”
Taking the spirit of these words, can we not say for
ourselves “ that we have been allawed of God to be
put in trust with this work, so will we labor”? ac-
cepting it as a great truswy a great honor? Do not
suppose for a moment that any one of us has under-
taken it of her own free will. The human heart un-
touched by the spirit of God is an intensely selfish -
thing, and such a work of faith as.this, helping to save
those whom we have never seen or will likely ever see,
would not naturally appeal to us. The sympathy an
compassion that stirs our hearts is only a reflection of
that Divine compassion that filled the heart of our
Saviour as He was moved at the sight of the multi-
tudes because they fainted and were scattered abroad
as sheep having no shepherd... He has given it to us,
and let us thank Him for it. Never for a moment let
us think or say what sometimes mests;our: éars: “{
do not se: why I should have to do nearly all the
work of our circle, I am tired doing this collecting,
there are so many just as well able who bave fax'mp;
time than I have, ajdwhy cannot they do something't*



Tthink 1 b‘;\\(.é done my sharé,‘n‘dw let some others
take itup” Ab,howunli postle these thoughts

""GANADIAN ' MISSIONAR

e Sistér Belle's .COlfl;cf.’ o

) and words | ~ Our- thoughts should rather be as we

&

“lock around and see others cleverer and inoré capable
-than ‘ourselves of undertaking this work i Why was
T'chosen? ‘Why is my heart touched when others are
~carcless? “What have I done that such‘an honor as
“doing anything to carry out the plansand wishes of so
‘great a God as-ours should be conferred upon me?

— e

Quebec.

COATIONOKE.~Miss Muiit; the CorrespondingSecre-

tary of the Eastern Society, reports a Mission Circle

(é sixteen members recently formed at Coaticoke,

ue. Co . o

. MONTREAL.~A Mission Band called the * Cheerful

Workers ”-has been’ started in connection with the

Olivet Circle. Miss Muir $ays, “ We re 'doing 're-

.markably well and intend having an entertainment on
the 1yth of December.” - .

.-

Maritime Provinces.
From the Christian Visitor (St. John) of Nov. 24th,
we clip the following :~" o

The Rev.'W. F. Armstrong, returned missionary,
met with the Foreign Mission Board in this city, last
week, and much to the regret of the Board, pressed
his resignation, which he tendered at the meeting in
-Hillsborough. It is not necessary for us to enter into
a narration of the reasons adduced for this action.
They were sufficient in our -brother’s estimation to
Jjustify the act.  The Board had before them only one
course open to pursue, and regretfully accepted the

signation, after having the propenty in Chicacole,
transferred to its Treasurer, and all other matters

- -amicably settled. Bro. Armstrong intends travelling
~~wgverthe Provinces, exhibiting a serps.of E .
" Views, and giving lectures illustrative’ of mission life

JAD,

in India, Theseviews are said to be very fine. We
trust that he may be able to communicate much valu-
able information concerning: our mission ‘work, and
stir up the people to a more generous benevolence in
its behalf. ~We learn tHat it is B/G. Armstrong’s in-
tention to return to India after a time, and resume
work in some section of the great harvest field.

-" The Board now needs a man to go to India at once,
and take up the work in.Chicacole, and-thus relieve
‘Mjss Hammond from duties that are too onerous
for ‘her. Prayer has been offered that the.Lord
would send the right man for this important mission.
1t is only necessary to add that in all this matter, the
-utmost harmony and good feeling have been preserved,
.and the one idea-of doing that which tends to pro-
‘mote the Redeemer’s glory, has been kept uppermost
in their actions and plans. We trust that this dis- |
couragertient will be overruled to-the furtherance of
*the work that is dear to all our hearts,

< -
L ALOE

At the October meeting of the * Association of
Female Workers,” in England, Mrs. Weitbrecht
‘gave a message she had just received in a letter
from A.L.O.E., who, at her lonely post at Batala,
in the Purijaub, carries Jight and brightness wher-
ever she goes. The message from this solitary
worker was in substance as follows ~—* Ask all
dear sisters to plead for me that I may have more

- Zeal, more love, more faith. ~This s all I want.

" As to'earihly blessings they abound ; the natives
afe my real friends. The Lord gives abundant
grace and cheers me with His presence, and I have
such joy in the companionship of my Bible that I
do not miss the society I should otherwise value, |
Do not send 2 helper %0 me, when many other
parts of India need it so much more, but pray
“mnch for these three things—more zeal, more love,
more faith.” -

’ 1 A trusting Thee to guide ine,
Thou alone shalt lead,

‘Every day and houor supplying
;Jr{ my need.

1 am trusting Thee for power ;
Thine can never fail ;
‘Words which Thou Thyself shalt
! Must prevail. .
"I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
mvcr letgme' fall | Je
" 1 o trusting Thee for ever, - -
Ckmdfocalld o
prsEN

give me

L N

Dear Boys aNp Girrs.—If you had been in
Ottawa last Sunday’ afternoon, you would have
seen one of owm largedt churches crowded with
children. 'A missionary .from ' China named - Dr.
McKay had antounced. that he would meet with
them, and talk about that heathen_land. - About
three million Chinesé live at Formosa, and for nine
years Dr. McKay has been trying to teach them
about the-true God-—4f first nobody would listen
to him, but tried in every way to hinder his work,
They called him * that barbarian,” and printed
placards about him to hang in'the streets. One of
these said that he was an-agent of Queen Victoria
to conquer the people, that he had histut full of
weapons ta kill them. ‘When‘Dr. McKay<heard
this }je he left the door of his house, .(which .was
only a horse-stable before he lived in it,) standing
wide open day md night, so any one who liked
could come in and see that he had fo armor hid--
den there. Another placard told the people that
the barbarian would poison their wells, and their
vegetables if allowed to come near them. So the
poor man had to take long journeys to buy lood,
and to go quite a distance for the water he drank.
One plan he tried to make the people like him was
to pull their teeth for them whan in pain with tooth
ache. He said he had pulled more than ten thou-
sand, téeth since going to Formosa. The boys and
girls were then shown a large picture of one of the
Chinese idols called Confucius. When 2 little boy
is old enough to go to school his mother gives him
a hard-boiled egg and three small sticks. The
boy stands at the open door of the school-room

o .~ - lare full of joyful plans by which to do with our old
tForviriitie folkswhe-roddhisgoper) | go!heo—for—anblbér—yearraﬁd-éogiv.e-mow-fox.ﬁi& .

year of rent to-give.to the dear mission, and we

work abrozd, - How much joythere is‘in-giving up
for Him'!  I'send £ with this, aid wish I could
make it £10. ) S
“The generous challenge of Mr. James Harvey, 4

on behalt. of Mr. Brock's church at Hampstead, to
supplement their contributions to a sufficient sum
to entirely supp.rt one miissionary, has ‘bgen already
followed by the churches of Glasgow and Ply-
mouth, and many others are moving in" the . same
direction.”. o o o

_Mr. Barron's promise to personally tontribute a
moiety of the expense.of our missianary has been
followed by a further offer from a most-liberal and
sympathetic friend of the society, who wishes his’
name to be withheld, to uadertake the entire avst-

of one additional missionary, should o stitable one

present himself. © And many otliér, generous res-
ponses seem to indicate beyond a dolbt that, by
the blessing of the Master whose work ‘it is, the
solemn and. powerful words spoken by Dr. Lan-
dels have taken oot in many directions, and are
already spriigiiig up and bearing fruit.” |

— e

C. H. SPURGEON AND ZENANA Work.—In the
November Sword and Trowel Mr. Spurgeon makes |
this’ note:—A lady who js engaged in Zepana
Mission work in India writes to us :—* One of my
outdoor pupils is a Mahomedan fady. On my first )
visit to her home I had a Jong talk about religion

.with her husband, who confessed that he was

favourably impressed towards Christianity, but not ’
converted. Ilent him a volume of your sermons,

and rolls the egg In— It Tolls-straight, ~it-is--20d-0n my next visit he said to me, ‘I have read

taken as a sign that the boy would become a good
scholar, but if crooked, thatshe would not succeed
in his studies. The boy then enters the room,
going straight to the picture of the idol which
hangs on the wall, and with his three sticks makes
signs asking that Confucius wouid help him to
study. They remain at the school from sunrise to
sunset, taking some rice in their pockets to boil
for their dinner. The teachers carry a bamboo
rod for lazy boys. Dr. McKay said he had often
been pelted with mud and stones while preaching
about Jesus. Sometimes the people said “they
would kill him if he did not go back to his own
couniry. They did cuttoff the heads of some dear
young people who had heard the missionary talk-
ing of Jesus, and believed in Him instead of in
their idols. But God spared Dr, McKay's life to
continue his good work, and at Jast gave him the
great joy of-seeing many of the Formosa-people
leaving their heathen ways to worship the true
God. Wil you pray for this good man as he goes
back again across the wide ocean to work for
Jesus? India, China, and other heathen lands
need many more missionaties, Let us give all the
money we can that they may be seng. :

Si1sTER BeLLE
- 480 Lewis Street, Ottawa.

Some Immediate Responses,

The recent Autumnal Missionary Services, of
the English Baptists, in London, were seasons of
greatblessing.  They have “ deepened consecra-
tion, quickened effort, and lovingly..impelled to
selfsacrifice.” The Missionary Herald for Nov.
says :—* Numerous letters from all parts of the
kingdom abundantly testify to-the hallowed emo-
tions and devout resolutions evoked by these ser-
vices. From am-obscuce, almost unkoown and out-
of-the-way village in Coriwall, a brogher writes :—
¢ My heart is overflowing with thankfulaess for the
privilege of attending our autumnal missionary ser-
vices. I shall never forget.the -Conference on
‘Tuesday morning, How the address of Dr, Lan-
dels did stir my heart] I so longed to_be a rich
man that I might be'able to sipport eight on ten
missionaries.  SUll-Z can da something, thank Gdd I
and:since my. returni. my wife and I have resolved

to goinito: 2 .smaller cottage 80 as to save 432 per

o
- RN

.| President, Hon . McL.. Secley. .

half the book you Jent me, and 1 like it very much,
I think it will be the means of my conversion,’ and
then he excliimed, “If this preachef would only
oome to India, everyone would believe and be con;
verted, and I do wish the whole world was con-
verted to Christ’” Alas | India needs far oty
than any huran preaching. May God bless thosé
;vhp are labouring there, and give them abundant
Tit.” : ]
—_—

NEVER lay too great a stress upon your

 He can
fulnéss, or perhaps God may show you that He can

do without you.
—_——
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