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I» the Province of Ontario, the women whose names 
were on the Municipal Roll were permitted to vote. 
12,402 of them voted for prohibition, and 2,226 against. 
All the other votes recorded in all the Provinces that voted 
are men’s.

The Legislature of the Province of New Brunswick has 
not submitted the question to the electors of that Province. 
Instead of doing so, the Legislature by an unanimous 
adopted the following resolution.

The provinces of Quebec and British Columbia, and the 
Northwest Territories, have not spoken It is probable 
that prohibition sentiment, in them may not be quite 
strong as in the Provinces in which plebiscites have been 
taken. There are well-informed persons, however, who 
express confidence that majorities would be given in favor 
of prohibition in all of these places. It is no doubt abso­
lutely safe to assume that the Dominion majority of electors 
favorable to prohibition, is over 100,000.

No government, no party, no policy, no proposition ever 
received so overwhelming 
as that which has been received by the proposal to totally 
prohibit the traffic in intoxicating beverages.
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the nova SCOTIA PLEBISCITE.

The official 
hibition
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on March 15th, is
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81,358
Majority voting “yes ” on prohibition 
Per centage of those who voted on the question of 

prohibition who voted for it, about...............
Per centage of those who voted for candidates 

who voted in favor of prohibition................. ..
It will also be noticed that number of votes polled for 

prohibition was even in excess of half the number of 
names on the voters’ lists.
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total PROHIBITION — 
ISLAND

THE PITCAIRN jEXPERIMENT.
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Midshipman Pitcairn discovered this island in 17(57. 
From him it received its name. Though seven miles in 
circumference, with rich soil and magnificent climate, it 
uninhabited until 1789. It then owed its settlement to a 
tragedy, the record of which reads like a romance, although 
a truthful story full of interest and instruction. Dr. Lees 
tells it to us as follows :—

was

SIN.

It was on April 4th, 1789, that the ill-fated “Bounty,” a 
vessel which hoisted British colors, and commanded by 
Lieutenant William Bligh, left Otaheite, laden with 1015 
living planes of the bread-fruit tree, with which the Gov­
ernment had proposed to enrich our West India colonies. 
Her homeward voyage seemed likely to be prosperous. 
Majestically the ship sailed on, moving like a “living 
thing across the peaceful waters, all on board apparently 
subordinated to the strict order and discipline that mark 
the British navy. That calm, however, was delusive, and 
hid from sight the smouldering embers of human passion 
which awaited only the breath of opportunity to fan them 
into a devouring flame. Commander Bligh, unfortunately, 
was of an unhappy disposition, exacting and imperious. 
He had neither the art nor the grace to mingle human 
sympathy with rigid discipline, and had contrived to 
destroy that unity of feeling which is the best security for 
the harmonious working of every machinery of government, 
whether in a ship, or in the larger vessel of the state.

There was on board the “ Bounty ” acting in the capa­
city of masters mate, one Iletcher Christian, a young man 
who came of a respectable family in the north of England, 
endowed with excellent talents, but of a hot and revengeful 
temper. The smouldering exasperation in which the 
mander kept his crew, was first made manifest by overt 
ftets in the person of young Christian, who gave way to a
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Prohibition in Pitcairn Island.
891
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lat., 125" E. long.), lying between Java and Victoria—a 
distance of 3618 nautical miles. Bligh reached England in 
1790, and in 1806 was appointed governor of New South 
Wales, where, uncured by affliction, his conduct became so 
unbearable that the civil and military authorities of the 
colony summarily terminated his government by arresting 
him.

EXILE.

The second act of the drama now opens before us. Un­
checked power and harsh self-will have generated their 
bitter fruit, resistance and revenge -and these in turn are 
working out their issues.

^rom the deck of the stately ship, Christian observes 
the departure of its banished tyrant—left, with his 
panions, in an open boat, to the wild mercies of the winds 
and waves.

COlll-

Even he anticipates, and almost regrets, the 
tortures they are destined to erdure, and the perils to 
which they must be exposed. But action is demanded 
the boat gradually disappears beyond the line of sight, and 
now it is gone. A new life commences - of pleasure and 
licentiousness for all—of command and danger also for 
Christian,—since they must no more be found where 
Britannia’s ubiquitous navy rides the deep. If the boat is 
cut away from the “ Bounty,” so are they from old 
England.

The “Bounty” is now speeding back to the enchanting 
shores of Otaheite, the sensual ease and licentious pleasures 
of which the mutineers already taste by anticipation. In 
those times, far more so than now-seamen (not of England 
merely, but of Europe and America generally) were only 
missionaries of evil, who, with the name of Christians, 
inculcated the

oi

of
"I
I hi

paratively innocent savages with 
subtle and destructive virus than was known to their 
paganism. But a dilemma presents itself. How shall they
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Prohibition in Pitcairn Inland. 
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them nix Tahitian nien ur»d twelve Tahitian women. Of 
tl.e latter, nine were wives of sailors, three, wives of the 
J ahitians whom they carried away with them.

Passion and lust being alike sated, 
taste the bitter dregs of disappointment, 
but will not

i
the crew begin to 

They have sown, 
contentedly reap. They blame each other; all 

tie more that each man’s conscience blames himself. 
Mutual recriminations

t

tt
Fletcher Christian

T/, *^uI’ un^ impatient. They cruise about. At 
loobouai, to divert their
Christian orders a fort

ensue. grows si

lu
thoughts into healthier channels, 

to be erected ; but the work does 
not progress. Once more the anchor is heaved, and the 

nounty ” spreading its guilty wings, takes flight where no 
man pursueth. And now, at last, standing right across 
heir path, are the peaks of Pitcairn—which shall be to 

them the Patinos of expiation.
Tt is examined. All things point it out as the Isle 

ot Kefuge : its rock bound coast, which can he safely ap­
proached only in certain states of the weather, so dangerous 
is the surf ; its isolation and insignificance ; and, not least, 
its vast distance from other land, 
itself, and they hundreds of miles

tli
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ripesave a few islets like 

away.
Council is held and the die is cast. A party proceeds to 

unship their goods, and to 
other things, some books
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caveri 
touch 
reinaii 
But ti 

» great

carry them ashore. Amongst 
n°t forgotten. Mark them 

ying there in a heap little -heeded now, but eventually to 
germinate into glorious life and fruitfulness.

are

The last boat has left the ship ; but before leaving, a 
brand has been applied to the fated vessel. For good, or 
for ill, their destiny is now irrevocably fixed to that little 
spot. On that rock to the right, beneath the waving palm 
trees, the Tahitian women, wrapped in their graceful togas, 
babes in arms, ire watching the proceedings in silent 
wonder. On the rocky strand is Christian, dark, moody,

/
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companio™1” Thef/gaze is‘fi ÎT de8perate nn(i dissolute 
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now «"mimed to the water's edge t|„.

heavens.
‘he sacrifice is completed. Will it L"a7epM “

RETRIBUTION.
Alas, the lesson of 

repentance had

railes of the “Bounty 7 TYT ^ »* — «""• 
oateci children of Lure, wi h tl ! ‘''e" ""“'Phisti-
discovered, of converting then,\n, T’ “
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The Otaheitans, watching their opportunity, took Chris­
tian and four of his companions at unawares, and killed 
them. Thus did the violence and wrongfulness of the I ° 

punishment, in turn to bring destruc- 1 
upon the natives themselves—violence

whites bring its 
tion

own
evermore ■

begetting violence. Between the mutineers that remained. I tt 
and the six Tahitian men, a civil war now raged, the more I j,j 
astute and better armed whites naturally in the end exter- I ai] 
minating their unfortunate antagonists. The soil of this I " 
once peaceful island was now drenched in human gore. I pj 

The climax of evil, however, was not yet reached. This I 
little colony, as if it were a type of mankind, was doomed I ha“ 
to pass, by the lust of forbidden pleasure, through another I cbj 
phase of civilization, besides that of war.

The ghoul of intemperance, imprisoned in its dark limbo 
by the seal of the impossible, had not yet revelled and 
rioted over the health, the lieauty, and the sanity of this 
people. Amongst the most destructive inventions of 

undoubtedly the arts of fermentation and distillation, 
whereby the innocent fruits of the earth 
into a fiery liquid which has proved far more fatal than 
famine, war, and pestilence combined. One of the mutin 

had learnt this fatal art in the fatherland. In an evil 
hour lie sought out a native plant, the juice of which, as 
containing saccharine matter, was adapted to his purpose.
The sweet solution was fermented, the sugar transmuted 
into the deadly spirit, and this extracted by distillati 
Intoxication was added to the catalogue of crime already 
intolerable, the cup of iniquity was full. Two of the 
were
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men
almost perpetually drunk. One of them finally 

himself from a tall cliff in an access of delirium tremens, 
and the second met a fate equally terrible.

of the “Bounty,” now reduced to two, 
had their lives daily jeopardized by the violence of this 
armed drunkard, At last, in self-defence, they slew him,

east

The other sur­
vivors of the crew

L ‘it is
the tragi 

the Scotc
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VVe i ecorded the fact, that when the stores were landed 
from the “ Bounty,”’ some books were amongst them. One 
day, as Adams was turning over the lumbered and unused 
things, he stumbled upon a volume. Sick of the 
outrage and debauchery through which he had passed, and 
partly sensible of the “ exceedingly sinfulness of sin ” re­
sulting in such appalling consequences as he had felt and 
witnessed, he was in the right mood for salutary imp 
sions. The sight of the book, too, woke up many old 
thoughts, reminiscences of his earnest anti happier boyhood 
when the world stretched out hopeful and radiant before 
him, when he was unstained with crime, and untroubled by 

Slowly and curiously he lifted up the book and 
opened it. It was a bible—that volume which, above and 
lieyond all others, has been the instrument of arousing the 
dormant conscience and the spiritual nature of man by its 

narratives, its appeals, and its promises—of feeding the 
lofty hopes of immortality indigenous to our species, of 
speaking peace and giving rest to the wounded spirit, and 
of inspiring the heart and arming the will to works of 
mercy and self-denial for the redemption of man. The seed 
of truth is sown in the soul of that erring one, and the 
v icked man has turned away from the wickedness lie hath i 
done We leave him for a season, during which that seed, 
watered by the dews of Divine grace, will take root and 
spring up to eternal life.
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REDEMPTION.

Our story commenced at a period when Europe 
heaving with the first of those revolutionary throes that 
shortly afterwards overturned so many of its thrones, and 
convulsed society to its centre. The interest and curiositv 
excited by the affair of the “ Bounty,” and the total disap 
pearance of ship and crew from the eyes of men, had 
subsided forgotten indeed in the absorbing terrors of the
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pauses of the narrative, they glance beyond the 
neat enclosures of the hut, unconsciously drinking in the 
beauty of the scene—the palm-crowned hillocks in the 
foreground, beyond, the rich valleys and rugged peaks, the 
far-bounding sea and fantastic clouds terminating the 
horizon j or, at other times, attracted by the clear, ringing 
laughter of youthful voices, they look on with the eyes of 
love, watching the sports and gambols of the happy child- 

• Every opportunity of doing good had been eagerly 
seized by the altered man, and soon the first school 
established. One day, desiring to have a new piece of 
ground broken up, wherein to phuV, yams, he had offered to 
two youths, named Edward Quintal and Robert Young, a 
small phial of gunpowder by way of reward for doing it. 
The work was

:

ren

was

(
finished, and the youths, who no doubt had 

coveted Adam s accomplishment of reading, so evident a 
source of gratification and power, now asked him, “ Which 
would please him best—to give them the powder, 
teach them to read 1 ”

l

I
I

or to
Delighted with their obvious 

desire, he offered instruction and powder both. The latter 
they refused, the former they gladly accepted. He further 
told them that any of their companions might come, and he 
would teach them also. To his great delight the whole of 
the children came to be taught to read, and manifested such 
a thirst for knowledge that he had soon little else to do 
than attend to this charming university of truth-seekers— 
this little “ band of hope. And very gently and wisely 
did John Adams carry on his lator of love. The lips that 
had once given utterance to habitual blasphemy, 
taught the young to lisp the song of praise and prayer. On 
the Sabbath, a cheerful yet strict attention was paid to 
public worship, he of course acting as chaplain. In course 
of time a community, a church in fact, gathered around 
him as their patriarchal centre, their temporal adviser and 
spiritual guide—in all numbering forty-six individuals.
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eaten with molasses. Taro-root is no bad substitute for 
bread ; and bananas, plantains, and appoi, are wholesome 
and nutritive fruits. The common beverage is water ; but 
they make a tea from the tea-plant, flavored with ginger, 
and sweetened with the juice of the sugar-cane. They but 
seldom kill a pig—living mostly on fruits and vegetables.”

Adams had naturally been somewhat disturbed by this 
visit, but the English commanders, after assuring him that 
he had nothing now to fear, again set sail for their native 
country, to clear up the story of the “ Bounty.”

Eleven years passed away ere another ship approached 
Pitcairn. In 1825, however, some officers of an English 
man-of-war landed on its shore. They found peace and love 
still pervading that miniature world. On retiring to rest, 
the evening hymn chanted by the islanders, lulled them 
into slumber, and they were awakened at dawn by holy 
songs of praise.

It was not till 1829, forty years after the mutiny of the 
“Bounty” that John Adams, full of years and virtue, 
passed to his reward. The active goodness of his later life 
case into shade the vices which had stained his pri 
Before his departure, however, a successor had been

me.
pre­

pared, to continue and crown the work so auspiciously 
begun.

t
1:

f;
PROVIDENCE.

About the year 181.1 there was a young midshipman in 
the British navy, named George H. Nobbs. He experi­
enced in that capacity a good deal of the roving life of a 
sailor, and in after years mingled in scenes of political tur­
moil, serving for a time in one of the revolutionary wars of 
South America. Finally, shocked and disgusted with the 
horrors and cruelties of civil strife, he secured a passage to 
England in a ship that had touched at Pitcairn. The 
picture which (in conversations occurring in the interval
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such positive influences for evil as would tend to disturb 
the balance-of-forces on which the social and moral har­
monies depend.

Captain Worth, who visited Pitcairn in 1848, thus 
describes their mental and moral condition

“ I was never so gratified as by my visit, and would 
rather have gone there than to any part of the world. 
They are the most interesting, contented and happy people 
that can be conceived. The comfort, peace, strict morality, 
industry, and excessive cleanliness and neatness apparent 
about them were really such as I was not prepared to 
witness : their learning and attainments in general educa­
tion and information are astonishing. The men and 
women are a fine race, and their manners of a really 
superior order—ever smiling and joyous ; but one mind 
and one wish seems to actuate them all. Crime appears to 
be unknown ; and if there is really true happiness on earth, 
it is surely theirs. The island is romantic and beautiful ; 
the soil of the richest description, yielding almost every 
fruit and vegetable. In short, it is a little Paradise.”

Even the rudest sailors who have been sometimes allowed 
to land, have been awed by the dignity of virtue in these 
simple inhabitants. One seaman to whom a gentleman had 
spoken in praise of the exemplary conduct of his com­
panions while on the island, answered : “ Sir, T expect if 
one of our fellows was to misbehave himself here, we 
should not leave him alive.”

Mr. Nobbs seems to understand perfectly the secret of 
this happy state of things. He doesn’t trouble himself 
indeed, like some of our verbalizing “ philosophers,” about 
“ the*composition of causes,” or metaphysical distinctions 
between cause and occasion, or antecedent and condition, 
etc., but he goes nevertheless to the heart of the fact. A 
gentleman had asked Mr. Nobbs to “ account ” for such an
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THE GOTHENBURG AND BERGEN SYSTEMS 
OF DEALING WITH THE LIQUOR 

TRAFFIC.i

A good deal of attention lias lately l>een given to the 
methods of dealing with the liquor traffic in operation in 
Sweden and Norway. Both of these countries have in 
operation legislation giving the people power to prohibit 
the liquor traffic locally, or to vest such traffic, to a certain 
extent, in companies which derive therefrom only a certain 
fixed interest on their investments, turning over the balance 
of profits to be appropriated for public purposes.

It will readily be seen that this plan of dealing with the 
liquor traffic differs essentially from that commonly known 
as “ State Control,” which means the carrying on of the 
liquor traffic by specially appointed government officials, 
the whole business being under the control of the govern­
ment, and the whole profit appropriated for public uses.

A good deal of light has been thrown upon the Swedish 
and Norwegian systems by two recent interesting publica­
tions. One is a special report of the U nited States Com­
missioner of Labor prepared by E. R. L. Gould, Ph. D. 
The other is a report made by James Whyte, secretary of 
the United Kingdom Alliance. Both writers visited the 
countries concerning which they report, and made special 
inquiry into the history, details and results of the systems 
under consideration. It is from the information supplied
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these countries (luring the early part of the present century 
is thus described by Mr. Whyte : —

were“Sweden and Norway 
drunkenness, to an

blighted and cursed by 
extent probably unparalleled in the ex­

perience of other civilized nations. This was the result of 
free trade in intoxicants. The manufacture and sale of 
•)oth distilled and fermented liquors were practically free. 
Tn Sweden in 1829, the number of stills paying a (merely 
nominal) license fee 173,124. Through economic 

reduced, by the year 1850, to
was

causes the number was
43,947, yet no diminution in the product! 
p'ace. The country
prosperity of the people devastated and ruined. The 
ner in which this “ still system operated amongst the 
peasantry was thus described by Mr. David Carnegie, a 
well-known Gothenburg brewer, in his evidence l>efore the 
bords’ Committee on

on of spirits took 
deluged with the poison, and thewas

man

Intemperance :
‘ When the home distillation was allowed, it was a miser­

able state of things. One peasant would set his still going 
one week and invite his neighbors to come in, and they were 
sure to do so and all would get drunk together, and the 
following week his neighbor would begin.’

“ Add to this the fact, which I give on the authority of 
a very careful and well-informed writer, Dr. Sigfrid 
Wieselgren, director of prisons in Sweden, that ‘ before 
18:>;> (Swedish) brandy could l>e bought in almost every 
cottage, and the completeness of the machinery for the 
economic ruin and the physical and moral deterioration of 
the rural population will be manifest. 1

“ Estimates by experts of the quantity of alcohol 
sumed per head of the population in Sweden at the period 
indicated, are, to those who understand what they imply, 
of a positively appalling character. For instance, Mr. 
Carnegie stated to the Lords’ Committee that in Sweden, 
for some time prior to the introduction in 1855, of remedial
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every form of degradation and demoralization abounded. 
Mr. Gylleuskiold, who in 1873 was chief of the statistical 
otlice in the Department of Justice, says that such was the 
physical deterioration of the people that, Iretween 1841 and 
1850, 36'46 per cent, of the conscripts were unfit for 
military service. The Diet of 1 «53 reported that :

* Seldom, if ever, has a conviction so generally, so un­
equivocally, been pronounced with regard to the necessity of 
vigorous measures against the physical, economical, and mor­
al ruin \v i which the immoderate use of spirits threatens 
the natio A cry has burst forth from the hearts of the 
people appealing to all who have influence, a prayer for 
deliverance from a scourge which previous legislation had 
planted and nourished.’

r

’

l)r. Wieselgren says :—
‘The very marrow of the nation was sapped. Moral and 

physical degradation, insanity, poverty and crime, family 
ties broken up, brutal habits, all those grim legions that 
ever range themselves under the banner of intemperance, 
took possession of the land. It was bleeding at every pore, 
yet seemed unwilling to be healed.’

The condition of Norway was not any better. Mr. H. 
E. Berner of Christiana, many years a member of the Nor­
wegian Parliament says :—

“ The abuse of alcoholism was as great in Norway as in 
any other country. It was only by energetic efforts in the 
enactment of laws, taxation and voluntary agitation for 
abstinence, that, step by step, this abuse has been corrected, 
and that Norway has made the greatest progress of 
country.

\
any

“fifty years ago, it was estimated that in Norway the 
average consumption was at least 16 quarts of 50 per cent, 
alcohol per head, or about the same as it was in Switzer­
land before the introduction of the brandy monopoly in 
1887, or as it is at present in the most unfavorable country 
in Europe with respect to alcoholism, namely, Denmark. 
In 1891 in Norway, the average consumption per capita of 
the population was about 3J quarts.
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THE SWEDISH LAW.
J lie law of 1885 is thus summarized by Mr. White : 

“One section of it dealt with the distillation and 
other with the sale of spirits. The old stills for domestic 

were abolished and replaced by distilleries on a large- 
scale, subject to a higher excise duty, placed under special
supervision, and only allowed to distil at certain 
periods of the 
was

theit;
use

The law for regulating sales 
mainly distinguished by certain provisions tending 

to increase the difficulty of procuring intoxicating drinks. 
The wholesale spirit trade was left free; but with regard to 
the rest, which was divided into “retail,” that is, sale in small 
quantities for consumption off the premises ; and public- 
house traffic ; it was left to the communes to decide, not 
only in what manner and within what limits the trade 
in drink should lie carried on, but even whether it might 
take place at all within their jurisdiction.”

The local option power thus given to the electors has 
been very extensively put into operation. In 18G5-G the 
•licenses issued in all the rural districts of Sweden had been 
reduced to 638. In 1876 the total number of .licenses in 
rural districts was only 336, or one to about 10,000 of the 
population.

year.

The new law discriminates between wholesale and .......
selling, making sixty six gallons the dividing quantity. 
Retail selling is in quantities not to be consumed on the 
premises, sale for consumption goes on under what 
called bar licenses.

retai I

ftare
*n large towns the magistracy and 

municipal council, and in less populous places the magis­
tracy and general assembly of the people, at an open meet­
ing decide as to the number of licenses to be issued, 
licenses are offered at auction 
time, and awarded to the
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conducting the sale of spirits. Fifty-one such companies 
were in existence in the year 1891. Tn the entire country 
districts of Norway only twenty-seven licenses 
spirits prevail. Of this number fourteen are found 
the great fishing stations.”

As may be learned from what has been said, the 
companies that take hold of the liquor traffic under 
the legislation described

to sell 
among

generally companies ofare
persons actuated not by a desire to make money as a
desire to have the liquor traffic brought under better 
conditions and better control. They frequently, 
acquiring a large number of licenses, carry on the liquor 
traffic in a smaller number of places. They are hampered 
in some places by ‘he fact that there are in operation 
certain permanent senses of which the companies cannot 
obtain possession without the consent of the proprietors. 
Keeping the facts already set out, in mind, our readers will 

be prepared to understand better the systems of deal­
ing with the liquor traffic in operation respectively in the 
cities of Gothenburg and Bergen, which may be taken as 
representative of the Swedish and Norwegian 
systems respectively.

|
whileI

now

company

THE OOTHKNBUUd SYSTEM.
“The Gothenburg “ Bolag,” or Company was formed in 

the faith that a body of honest and intelligent men, deeply 
moved by the sins and sorrows of which the liquor traffic 

the unfailing source, would, if they undertook to 
conduct the traffic for no profit or emolument of their own 
but for the public good, be able to prevent, on at least to 
greatly mitigate, the terrible evils which experience 
shown to be inseparable from the 
when carried on for private personal gain. I am convinced 
that the spirit in which the founders of the Bolag acted, is 
worthy of the warmest commendation. The Bolag 
limited liability company, which undertook to carry on the

was
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common sale of drink f
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they knew also that many of their customers would, with­
out incitement, be apt to drink intemperately. To obviate 
both of these dangers, they arranged that their employ 
should have no interest whatever in pushing the sale of 
spirits, and, by making it penal to permit drunkenness, 
they gave their servants an interest in its prevention.

They further believed that it would be a great gain to 
sobriety if food

ees

taken along with drink : and they 
arianged that food should always be procurable on their 
premises. The law of Sweden, it is true, had made the 
supply of food obligatory on all holders of licenses for the 
sale of spirits on

were

the premises ; but this provision of the 
law had been systematically evaded, and was in fact a dead 
letter. I he Bolag set themselves in good faith to carry 
out the law both in the letter and the spirit, and in order 
that this should be done, they arranged to allow the per-

in charge of their shops all the profit arising from the 
sale of food.
sons

“Then in the earlier years of their operations, they 
very considerably reduced the number of those licenses 
which they took over. Within the first four years of their 
existence, they acquired 61 licenses for consumption on the
premises. Of these they u ed 43, and allowed 18 to fall in 
abeyance. They have 
abeyance.

39 in operation and 22 innow

The time for the consumption of spirits on the premises 
that is, for naked dram drinking—has lieen much 

abbreviated by the company.
a.m., and comes to an end at 6 p.in., on week days, from 
1st October to 31st March, and from 9 a.m., to 7 p.m., 
fiom 1st April to 30th September. The drink shops are, 
however, kept open an hour longer in the evening, in 
order that persons may take their meals there, and with 
meals native brandy is served. On Sunday all the shops,

It begins at 9 o’clock,
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sale being any quantity less than 40 litres (about 10£ gal­
lons) at a time and in one delivery. Retail sale means 
practically, however, the selling of ardent spirits and 
spirituous liquors in drams, glasses, or bottles across the 
counter.

Ihe transfer of the retail trade in ardent spirits from 
the private licensees to the companies took place by the 
natural operation of the license law, after the amendment 
which enabled applications for licenses from companies to 
be entertained had been passed by the Norwegian Parlia­
ment ; and the transfer was

Hi

effected without any 
obstruction in the supply of ardent spirits tor legitimate 
consumption. The change was made without any compen­
sation to the displaced private licensees for the refusal to 

the licenses they previously held. It displaced 
twenty-one private licensees in Bergen without any real 
inconvenience to the general public, and was carried out 
with as little hardship and as much consideration to the 
displaced publicans as was possible.”

renew

“ The bar premises are 
the slightest glitter ; they

quite plainly fitted up, without 
kept clean and respectable, 

while the managers and assistants are exhorted to show 
every courtesy in dealing with the customers. There 
no seats of any kind provided, no private compartment 

y inducements for loitering on the premises. There 
no barmaids, only

are

i are
, nor

an are
in uniform, each with a distinguish­

ing number on his collar to enable his identification in case 
of complaints. The bars are not permitted to be used 
lounging place for the lazy and the dissipated. Persons of 
immature age, or children, are not permitted to enter the 
premises. In short, all the attractions of a gin palace are 
conspicuously absent.

men

its a

“ Ttie rule« and regulations for saloons prescribe that the 
premises shall be kept open on week-days from 8 o’clock ii

a
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referring to them, however, it is important that there 
should be set out some of the conditions which have affected 
their operation. Mr. Whyte refers to the operation of 
some of these in Gothenburg as follows :

“ Tt is indeed hard to say what has been the real effect of 
the Gothenburg system. For it is true, although not gen­
erally known that the Gothenburg system has only had a 
very partial and imperfect trial in Gothenburg, as the 
following particulars will show :

The Bolag has in its own hands only nineteen public 
houses, four eating houses in which spirits are sold, seven 
shops for the sale of spirits by retail, for consumption off 
the premises, and five coffee shops and reading 
which no intoxicating drink at all is sold. Outside this 
there is a very large trade in intoxicants in the city, with 

of which the Bolag is partially connected, but with 
most of which it has nothing to do. There are seventeen 
licensed restaurants, clubs and hotels which sell spirits, 
wine and beer. The Bolag supplies these with all the 
spirits that they require. Now, it ought to be particularly 
noted that these concerns, in violation of the principle 
which the Bolag was founded, are all managed for private 
profit by private enterprise. Further, there are 23 licenses 
(held by wine merchants) for the sale of spirits for 
sumption off the premises, for which the merchants pay to 
the Bolag an average of $735 each per annum. These 
merchants buy their liquors wherever they please and sell 
them to whomsoever they please. They all sell for their 
own profit. They 11 farm ” the “ retail ” trade in spirits 
from the Bolag. Tn this case also the foundation principle 
of the Gothenburg system is flagrantly violated.

“ Then there are five houses having spirit, wine and beer 
licenses for sale on or off the premises, which are held by 
permanent tenures and are in no way under the control of

!
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licenses, must have materially affected the liquor traffic. 
This is strikingly shown in a table given below setting 
the cases of drunkenness and delirium tremens in Gothen-

It will be readily seen that on 
the enactment of the present law in 1855 there 
immediate, remarkable improvement, and that another 
great change took place when the company was inaugurated! 
in 1865.

CASKS OF DRUNKENNESS AND DELIRIUM TREMENS 

ENBURO FROM 1855 TO 1891.
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Year.
1886.

Arrests.
701

18K7 685
1888 4 728
1889 729 

1,122 
1,047

Mr. Whyte, whose observations were close and 
elusions careful, writes as follows in regard to this matter

PUI1LIC OPINION.

1890
1891

con-

■

1 think, however, that it is true, although not clearly 
demonstrable, that the Gothenburg scheme has done some 
good ; that it has effected an improvement on what was 
notoriously a very bad condition of things. Beyond doubt 
the prevailing opinion amongst those Swedes and Nor­
wegians who most likely to judge the question in­
telligently and impartially, is that the system has been of 
advantage to the cause of sobriety wherever it has been 
brought into operation ; and they cite certain broad facts 
which, at first sight at any rate, seem to warrant the con­
clusion. They point to the circumstance that immediate! 
after the system had

are

y
into operation in Gothenburg, 

the condition of that city as regards sobriety and public 
order improved, while other communities which had 
adopted the scheme continued to suffer the old evils in their 
old intensity ; but that when they, too, had adopted the 
system their condition at once improved.

come

not

I
NOT qUITK SOUND. ;

i
“ There is, T am convinced, real substance in this 

ment, but less than those who
eargu-

it suppose. They do not
make sufficient allowance for changes in the economic 
dition of Scandinavia, which certainly coincided in point of 
time with, and probably to a large extent caused, the ini-
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to 15.9 litres. These figures are held to settle the matter, 
hut, as it happens, they do not. To liegin with, they do not 
represent the actual consumption of spirits in Gothenburg 
but only the quantity disposed of by the Bolag itself. They 
do not include any portion of the very great quantity of 
spirits disposed of by the 23 wine merchants, who in 1890 
paid to the Bolag, solely for the privilege of selling spirits 
by retail, the large
about $735 each. Neither do they register the sales of 
spirits by the five important concerns already named hold- 
*ng permanent licenses. Hence, obviously a large propor­
tion of the spirits consumed in Gothenburg is not brought 
into Sir F. R. Plunkett’s reckoning at all, and a grave mis­
conception as to the effect of the Gothenburg system in 
Gothenburg has been the result.

of 60,000 kronor, or at the rate ofsum

It is a very noteworthy fact that the decrease in the 
consumption of spirits in Gothenburg and in Stockholm 
since 1876, has been considerably less in proportion than 
the decrease in Sweden whole. For the entire country 
for 1877 the quantity of spirits consumed was 54,512,962 
litres, while in 1890, in spite of the growth of population 
in the interim, it

as a

only 23,303,342. How stands the 
system in the light of this remarkable fact 1 Are we to 
conclude that in Gothenburg and Stockholm it has retarded 
tlie progress which these cities ought to have enjoyed in 
common

was

with the country as a whole '! But to go a step 
further. Sir i. R. Plunkett’s figures, as has already 1 
shown, do not register the quantity of spirits consumed in 
Gothenburg, but only the quantity disposed of by the 
Bolag, and it can, I think, be pretty clearly made out that 
a much larger proportion of the spirits sold in Gothenburg 

reaches the public through the hands of the wine and 
spirit merchants than was formerly the case ; and if this is 
so, a much smaller reduction in the consumption of spirits
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as people in this country have lieen taught to believe. 
During recent years there has been a very notable increase 
in that city in the numlier of convictions for drunkenness» 
side by side with a decrease in the quantity of spirits sold 
by the Bolag, as the following table shows :—

UOTIIENMJKC, IN 1880-81 COMPARED

IN 1890-91.

;
;

WITH GOTHENUUHU

Litres Cases of
consumed Cases of Drtinken- 

Copulation. per head, Drunken- ness per 
sold by ness. 1,000 of
Bolag. population.
20.02 2,101 30.6
19.53 2,284 31.9
10.05 4,010 39.5
15.90 4,624 44.3

+ 120% +44%

Ye^r.

1880 68,477
1881 ........... 71,533

101,502 
104,215

1890
1891
Increase + +52%
Decrease — -23%

the basis of the Bolag’s returns, the 
consumption of drink seems to be decreasing, drunkenness 
seems to lie increasing.

»
“ That is, while on

8
8

“Some figures taken from an official return will give my 
statement the needed confirmation. During the six years 
1875-80, out of a yearly average of 2,454 }>ersons charged 
with drunkenness in Gothenburg, it was found that an 
average number yearly of 1,007 had stated that they 
obtained their drink in the company’s houses, while 846 did 
not say where they got it. Now, the average population of 
Gothenburg for these years was about 63,000, and this 
yearly average of 1,007 charged with drunkenness from the 
Bolag’s houses, was about as many as would have been 
charged altogether in any town of a similar population in 
Kngland. It may lie urged that persons are charged in 
Gothenburg when they 
land
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nu
the
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merely drunk, whereas in Kng 
persons are charged only when they are drunk and

are ((

Iron
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fewer than 1 -8 wine and beer shops 
for consumption on or off the premises; 59 for sale at meals, 
(and the meals do not require to be either heavy or dear) ; 
and an unknown number of shops at which wine and l>ec r 

sold for consumption off the premises. Every shop­
keeper in Gothenburg can, if he or she thinks fit, sell beer 
and wine for consumption off the premises.

there were in 1891 no

are

LKjVOR SOLD IN OOTHKNBURO FOR CONSUMPTION 

COUNTRY.
IN THE

(
A portion of the liquor sold in Gothenburg is consumed 

by persons who not inhabitants of that city. Numbers 
of the rural population do business in Gothenburg, and 
take their part in the purchase and consumption of liquor 
there. Besides, a good deal of liquor is purchased in Gotlien 
burg for consumption in the neighboring rural districts, 
where, as a rule, public-houses do not exist. The question 
is, How much of the drink sold in

are

Gothenburg can he 
accounted for in this way 1 I took a good deal of trouble 
to ascertain the truth on this point ; and from Mr. John 
Larsson, secretary to the Bolag, to whom I was introduced 
by the British Consul, and with whom, in company with 
the Consul, I had two long interviews, I obtained 
information that careful inquiries made on behalf of the 
Bolag, had led to the conclusion that about one-third 
be thus accounted for. This estimate is confirmed by the 
fact that a claim

the

van
t

was made by the country authority for u 
portion of the profits, on the sale of spirits in Gothenburg, 

the ground that a good deal of this sale was of liquor 
consumed by provincials, and that ultimately it was settled 
seven-tenths of the profits should go to the municipality of 
Gothenburg, two-tenths to the national treasury, and one- 
tenth to the agricultural association of the country. We 
may, therefore, take it for granted that seven-tenths of the 
liquor sold in Gothenburg is consumed in Gothenburg.
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seven-tenths the sixteen fe,7“"'■ t** I'°1' 
population supplied l,v the Z T"1* per '“«d of the 
Salions—to twice the g "lo"«. »
,,e‘ui "f «'*0 people mr,pirit"
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1 houses restaurants for workingmen— that is its contribution 
to the establishment of a “ constructive ” policy—and it 
has failed. Of the 19 public houses in which drink is 
freely sold not one 
language l>e called a “ restaurant.”

!
can by any reasonable stretch of 

T asked the manager
of one of the largest of them what proportion of his 
takings were for food. He replied that it was a small 
proportion. I said : ‘A fourth?’ He laughed and said : 
‘ No, no ; it is not worth mentioning.’ 
presence of the consul, who acted as interpreter.

! ■

This was in the

DRUNKENNESS UNDER THE HOLAfi’s MANAGEMENT.

“Another point in which the Bolag have failed in this. 
They have not been able to get their servants to so conduct 
the drink business as to prevent the amount of drunkenness 
in connection with their public houses, from being about as 
great as that which occurs in ordinary liquor shops in this 
country. T question if as great an amount of intoxication 
can l)e seen amongst the ordinary visitors to an average 
English public-house, as is o be witnessed amongst the 
customers of the Bolag in their establishments. I visited a 
number of these places alone, and saw in them a number of 
persons who were intoxicated. I subsequently visited them 
in the company of the British Consul, 
found about 1 f> men of the laboring class. One of them 
having a cup of hot tea at a side seat. The rest were drink­
ing Swedish brandy. After looking round, the Consul said 
to me : “ Several of these men are not sober.” 
replied. He nodded and said : ‘‘ Yes, drunk.” 
to be a question of degree,” I remarked, “ and evidently the 
people in charge here don’t draw the line where we think it

I

In one place we
was

“ Drunk,” I 
“ It seems

ought to be drawn. But there is a fellow drunk enough for 
anything ”—indicating one of the company—“ will he get 
more t ” While I was speaking, the man shuffled up to the 
counter, laid down his money, and took off bis “ two cubic
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The result of thirteen years’ experience is in the highest 
degree encouraging. The vice of drunkenness has received 
a staggering blow, and the consumption of ardent spirits is 
immensely reduced, while great financial results have Ijeen 
attained to the benefit of many deserving institutions, 
charities, and objects of public utility, which, but for the 
life thus given them, could not have existed.”

1

Mr. Whyte’s conclusions made at a later date are dif­
ferent. He says :

“ ^ow what has the Bergen system done 1 Have drunk­
enness and intemperance become so rare in Bergen that we 
may safely take the liquor law of that town as a sufficient 
instrument for dealing with the liquor traffic 1 
emphatically, No. We have seen that there are 729 arrests 
for drunkenness

■

Most

a year, for 50,000 inhabitants, in Bergen, a 
number considerably in excess of the average rate of arrests 
for towns of similar size in England ; and there i 
to believe, so far as I can make out, that the police 
stricter in Bergen than in towns of similar size to it in this 
country ; for there is much drunkenness in Bergen which 
does not register itself in the police statistics, 
happens, however, a good deal of it is otherwise recorded. 
Statistics of the number of refusals to supply liquor “to 
applicants of tender age or appearing to be in an inebriated 
condition ” are kept by the Samlag. About a fourth of 
these applicants are refused drink on account of being under 
age, the rest for the reason that they are, or seem to be, 
inebriated. It is not probable that many mistakes are 
made in the direction of refusing to supply people who 
sober. Such errors as take place are more likely to be on 
the other side. Well, in 1889 the total number of 
refused at the thirteen places belonging to the Samlag 
1 -,G10. M e may take it, therefore, that three-fourths of 
the numlier stated, or 9,45 < persons, were refused on the

H
is no reason

are

!
As it

i

are

persons 
was
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AVERAGE ANNUAL CONSUMPTION OF SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS IN 

SWEDEN FROM 1856 TO 1890 BY FIVE-YEAR PERIODS.

Quarts per 
inhabitant.

Periods.

1856 to 1860..........
1861 to 1865..........
1866 to 1870..........
1871 to 1875...........
1876 to 1880...........

t 1881 to 1885.' . .. 
1886 to 1890...........

10.03
11.31
9.40

12.47
10.67
8.66
7.42

BRANDY LICENSES IN OPERATION IN SWEDEN.

In country 
districts.

Year. In towns. Total.

1,767
1,792
1,734
1,689
1,639
1,578
1,548
1,497
1,496
1,486

1880-81........
1881-82........
1882- 83..........
1883- 84..........
1884- 85..........
1885- 86..........
1886- 87..........
1887- 88 ..........
1888- 89..........
1889- 90............

1,293
1,333
1,306
1,300
1,258
1,264
1,254
1,199
1,207
1,216

474
459
428
389
381
314
294
298
289
270

TOTAL CONSUMPTION OF BRANDY

TO 1890.
IN NORWAY FROM 1876

TotalEstimated 
population. ConQUu™P£on’ Per capita. 

Quarts.
Year.

1876 1,840,000
1,865,000
1,890,000
1,916,000

12,963,595.6
11,694,498.9
8,952,362.4
6,543,086.4

1877
1878
1879

05
 O

O
i ^

 p
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Total
consumption

Quarts.
7,885,095.4 
6,132,030.1 
7,650,508.0 
6,717,441.9 
7,071,436.4 
7,227,828.0
6.237.813.5 
5,884,762.3
6.367.674.2
6.697.364.6
6.557.880.2

437
Year. Estimated

Population.
.......... 1,921,000
......... 1,921,000
......... 1,923,000
......... 1,928,000
........ 1,924,000
......... 1,959,000
........  1,974,000

••• 1,979,000 
•••• 1,980,000
• • • ■ 1,986,000
■••• 2,000,000

per capita. 
Quarts.1880

1881 I4.1
1882 3.2
1883. 4.0
1884 3.5
1885 3.7
1886 3.7
1887 3.2
1888 3.0 i1889 3.2 11890 ■3.4

3.3Mr. Whyte writes • Tf i. ,
years between 1841 and 185oln f" that for the ten 
of the conscripts were unfit°J36‘46 - 
following figures, which have beenf, NerV1Ce-

Statistical ,T“' “ ««*«*-
the S”»1 impmvemeàt wl.Mulr'r"’ “‘T V”ry "triti”S|y 

P'occ in the physique of the Swedish^ Z*”-ha“ tafe<'n 
Of conscripts rejected on account t e> The number 
^rvioe from 1831 to l8!)0 M f,,„°w™*Unees

!i
Per cent.

The 
through 

urg, from the
me

F
it

‘
r military I

i1831 to 1840 
1841 to 1850 
1851 to i860. 
1861 to 1870. 
1871 to 1880. 
1881 to 1890.

•••• 35.7 Per cent. I
36.4 ((
35.7 <<
27.8 <<
23.7 <<
20.4 ((

hkkh drinking INCREASING.
laie LBeme.r’ already “«’"tioned 
•ate years intemperanee
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at some length the causes of tMs, mentioning specially the 
development of the beer traffic and beer drinking, which 
are fast assuming alarming proportions. The following 
table forcibly shows this, and probably explains to .some 
extent the increase in drunkenness shown in the statistics 
of Gothenburg and Bergen :_

i
IS
I

!i

CONSUMPTION OP HKKIt IN NOIIWAY—1887 TO 1891.

Beer consumed. \° 'n*
Quarts. habitant.

Quarts.
■ . 36,748,856
... 43,281,798

43,870,169 
... 52,224,439
.... 62,365,483

Our readers will find the facts above set out exceedingly 
instructive. We add the following as the more important 
paragraphs of Mr. Gould’s 
and disadvantages of the 
Norway and Sweden.

Years.
;

1886- 87...
1887- 88...
1888- 89...,
1889- 90... .
1890- 91 ..

18.7
21.9
22.1
26.2
31.2

ming up of the advantages 
company system as it operates in

sum

ADVANTACKS.

“ 1. The thing which strikes
conspicuous merit of the company system is the complete 
divorcing of the liquor traffic from politics. In the Ameri­
can urn erstanding of the phrase, the elimination of the 

saloon element as a political power ” is complete. The 
stockholders in these brandy companies are, as a rule, 
prominent citizens in the place--in Gothenburg, for 
example, some of the very liest known. The employes, 
who deal directly with the practical details of the business, 
are simply paid servants of the 
them, so far 
ever

an American as the most

companies, and none of 
as could be learned, hold any position wliat- 

under the city or local governments, or have friends
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monopoly secures a strict enforcement of legal and police 
regulations in relation to the liquor traffic.

“ 5. The companies have in measure gone beyond 
the legal requirements in the line of general interest, 
particularly in raising the age of minority from 15 where 
the law puts it to 18, as regards selling drink to young 
persons, and also in insisting upon immediate cash payment 
for liquors sold. Again, they have gradually raised 
price of drinks, at the same time reducing their strength. 
The lack of competition permits this.

some

I

the

“ Norway the saloons are closed on Sundays and at 
those periods of the day when the workingman is most 
tempted to drink. It is impossible, therefore, for him to 
spend his leisure moments carousing at bars. Nothing 
whatever is found in saloons which invites to conviviality. 
Generally there are no seats even, and the rules of order of 
all the companies, which, judging from personal observa­
tions, are enforced, prescribe that as soon as the drinking is 
done the customer must leave the premises.

employes of the company being paid fixed 
salaries of fair proportions, and civil service principles 
being established in promotions, there is no temptation to 
push the sale of drink ; on the contrary, it is made to the 
distinct interest of the employes to act otherwise.”

(

i

ai
et

“7. All al

thi
till
liki

DISADVANTAOKS. Coi
futl“1. The monopoly does not extend far enough. In 

• ycder to achieve the maximum of benefit, fermented drinks 
must be included as well as spirituous. As has already 
been pointed out in the discussion of, the causes.of drunk­
enness in recent

syst
min
now
decliyears, one effect of restraining the con­

sumption of spirits has been, the development of a wider 
consumption of beer. This is all the more serious since 
women drink it to a considerable extent, whereas they haye

may

“5
.now,
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of contributing to the success of theof the surest 
Gothenburg plan.

means

“®* The question of profits is undeniably conspic 
Notwithstanding the efforts to eliminate the purely economic 
features a few cases have occurred in which rich men have 
become members of the companies and the 
features of the administration have l>een given too great 
prominence ; but it is only fair to state that such instances 
have been exceedingly few, indeed, that a minimum danger 
only is signalled here. A notable exception to administra­
tion for economic ends is the

uous.
i

economic

I

r of the Gothenburg com 
Pfiny, where a handsome appropriation is allowed every 
year for the maintenance of reading rooms. The loss 
resulting to the company from these and from the conduct 
of eating houses where liquor is not sold, except in single 
drams at meals, is winked at.

tse P
I 0

fi
a<
hi

Here, indeed, we have the 
administration for public weal, approved 

and even abetted by the titular recipients of economic 
advantages.”
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■Prohibition Staten. !ltatio toNo. of

convicts. 1,000,000 
population.| Kansas...........

North Dakota 
Iowa..
New Hampshire 
houth Dakota.
Vermont...........
Maine.........

Arizona.
Nevada.........
Montana ....

913 643
65 365

326
308

97 29591 îII274 I170 257License States.
II144 2,415

2,098
II

96 iS
225 1,703
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Ratio to 
No. of 1,000,000 

convicts, population-
California.......
Texas...............
New York___
Colorado........
Idaho..............
Oregon............
New Jersey...
Florida............
Georgia..........
North Carolina
Utah.................
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No. of 
convicts.

Maine.............
Kansas...........
New Hampshire 
North Dakota
Iowa.........
Vermont...

302
432
113and South Dakota.. 97
327
30

License States.
Arizona. ... %___
Montana
Nevada...........
Wyoming...........
District of Columbia
Connecticut...........
Delaware.....
Florida.............
Colorado...........
California.........
New Mexico . . . . . 

ersey.............

Louisiana.........
Texas...

54
50

213
675
139
270
229
682

New J 85
Idaho 783
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United States Criminal Record.

COUNTY JAIL STATISTICS.

populattn TZZl j“‘and\,r,‘7 “T" for 

000 of the population „ ! ? h rat,os thereof to 1,000,-
first into prohibition and license stt^^T* 8eparated 
according to the ratios m r , 6 8’ and t,ien arranged

State hav“* the
the highest ratio of crime in prohihV ^ ti°nCe ^ 8een that 
the highest ratio in license State * Ti 18 far ,Jelow
has as low a ratio as the lowest"’ ^ ^ Hcen8e State 
number given is that found by th‘e 
the jails on June 1st, 1890 :__
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prohibitory State. The 
census enumerators in

Prohibition States.
Ratio to 

1,000,000 
population.

457
303
300
190
171
90

1,627
1,460
1,189

972
925
905
825
690
663
565
553
542
533
468
465
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No. of 
convicts.
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43
219
345
153

61
399
727
505
208
163
502.
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Pennsylvania . 
Massachusetts. 
Washington ...
Alabama..........
Tennessee ....
Arkansas..........
Kentucky.........
South Carolina
Georgia.............
North Carolina
Virginia...........
Mississippi
New York........
Indiana.............
Utah...................
Nebraska..........
Wisconsin ........
West Virginia
Oregon...............
Michigan...........
Illinois.............
Missouri........
Minnesota.........
Maryland...........
Ohio..

Ratio to 
1,000,000 

population.
454
426
404
379
370
352
348
325
300
273
236
220
215
212
207
207 i
205
201 i194
191 1
190 P
188
160
156
137
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Record of events.

the CANADA temperance
ACT IN CHARLOTTETOWN.

t trr :,r ***-details of the cireumstunees Z "led

Canada Temperance Act in \ * * lepeal uf t,le 
1891. The change fmm pmhititin 
anything but satisfactory^ Chariot, T eVldently P">ved three years having gone by whit The
votings on the C.T.A prohibit; ft mUSt e,apse 

polling. Their «Z, ZTteJpet,ti™«'for another place on Apri, mhVt, **

For the 
Against the

act
act

'Majority for the act..........
This brings the whole Province of P,,n

once more under the Canada Tem

ONTARIO

evident,,. Zed'fe A™ “ 0"“rio

bZpuiZof xzrît’on ArriHtrzn5th

Edward Island
perance Act.

LfoUOR-SELLEIfS
ORGANIZE.

»0
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that 700 delegates were present. A provincial organization 
was formed to be known 
Protective Association.

A deputation from the convention waited upon the Pm- 
vincal Government asking for a number of reforms in the
liquor law, mainly in the form of the removal of some of 
the present restrictions and the powers now vested in 
municipal councils. The deputation also wanted a promise 
of compensation to liquor dealers in the event of the 
enactment of prohibition.

the Ontario License-Holders’as

■

^. Kennedy, Mayor of Toronto, was asked to formally 
welcome the convention to the city, but he declined to d’o 
it, and, as might be expected, was criticized pretty harshly 
by the convention for his refusal, which, however, received 
the general approval of temperance people, who consider 
the license-holders rather audacious in the attempt to obtain 
an omcial recognition by the city.

■
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