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A PIONELER MISSIONARY,

AN our last number we gave some notes of carly
travelling in the North-West in 1859 as experi-
enced by Mr. Buckingham, In continuation of
the subject we have pleasure in recording the ex-
periences of the Rev. Dr. Black, the pioneer missionary of
that country, The following reminiscences connected with
the early days in the North-West settlement cannot fail to
be of abiding interest, and with such a reliable chronicler as
Professor Bryce, we reproduce them with confidence in their
truthfulness,

They form the subject of a paper recently read by Pro-
fessor Bryce in the Knox Hall, Winnipeg.

“I remember well my first meeting with Dr, Black, It
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was near the end of October, 1871, That year the General
Assembly had resolved to ¢stablish a college in Manitoba,
and the Rev. Mr. Fletcher, the Commissioner, had been in
Ontario during the” Summer, in its interests, and now we
were returning,  IFrom a point 6o or 70 miles on an incom-
pleted railway from St Paul, we took, some 400 miiles dis-
tant from Winnipeg, our leap inte the wilderness, The
covered stage, drawn by four horses was our conveyance,
The prairic roads were beautiful and we bowled along at a
fine rate.  Soon we reached the upper waters of Red River,
crossed to the west side, and then, after a short run, back to
the cast side. The Northern Pacific Railway had not yet
reached Red River,  Five or six days’ ride brought us to
Winnipeg.,  We crossed the Assiniboine, passed Fort Garry,
which was then a point of remarkable, even tragic interest,
as the spot where the Scott murder had been committed in
the year before.  Down Main street we came and alighted
at Davis House, which proved too full to accommodate us,
There was no other place that we knew of in Winnipeg, and
Winnipeg itself was a little wretched looking village of some
300 souls,  ‘Those of us who were new comers had not en-
tertained very high expectations, but 1 confess that the one
wide street without grading, without a sidewalk, running
between two rows of log houses, no two of them alike, all
isolated and positively ugly, caused my heart to sink in look-
ing on this as the future scene of action.  So Wianipeg af-
fording us no shelter, we started out about 8 o'clock that
night, as the sky was clear and the roads good, to walk to
Kildonan Manse,  On arriving there, we met the pastor of
Kildonan who had been looking anxiously for our coming,
fle was a quick-moving, active man, then of about 29.  Of
medium size, he was of a wiry make,  His heavy head of
hair was turning a little gray. e had on moccassins,.  His
face beamed with a kindly smile when he spoke, and  his
gestures were rapid and well marked.



AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL, 99

We talked late into the night of our journey, of the As-
sembly, of Red River, and of the future. There was plenty
of werk awaiting us, he informed us. My companion was
to occupy Portage la Prairie.  The College must be begun
immediately.  We retired to rest in Kildonan's hospitable
mansc, and soon ecnough found that there was plenty to do
in the spiritual harvest ficld of this new land. On the fol-
lowing Sabbath we attended one service in Kildonan, being
in Winnipeg the other part of the day. Kildonan Church
struck us as something diflerent from what we were accus-
tomed to cven in our oldest Canadian scttlements, It is
just in shape and gencral appearance like the country parish
church in Scatland, as if indeed Kildonan in Sutherlandshire
had been transplanted to Red River. 1 remember well the
high pulpit, now gone, and Dr. Black ascending it in gown
and bands, and feet shod in moccassins, which c¢verybody
wore then, and which the doctor, to the end of life, preferred
to shoes. The church manse, school and partly finished
collcge building, were the visible embodiment of Presby-
terianism on Red River.

Qur missionary pioncer saw little, or comparatively little
change in the Red River settlements between 1851 and 1870.
Progress was very slow., There were those in the scttle-
ment who wou'd have preferred to have it so remain,.  As 1
remember hearing Dr. Black once say, “ There are some ani-
mals that prefer to lie in peace at the bottom of the pool, to
be undisturbed.” It is true during this period the village of
Winnipeg was begun.  An  adventurous mortal named
McKcenney, was the first who dared to face the adverse pub-
lic opinion that it was impossible to live away from the river
bank. This revolutionary event took place ia the year 1863,
when the building now used as an auction room on the cor-
uer of Main Strect and Portage Avenuc was built, It was
prophesicd that it could not withstand the wind, and would
be swept away. [t did not require props.  Further, it was
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in a swamp, and in Spring it would nced to be built with a
boat to float in. It was compared in other respects to a
Noah’s Ark in appcarance.

The second building wis built by Mr. Drewes on the op-
posite—now Donaldson’s—corner, The settlement up and
down the river from Winnipeg consisted of houses ialong the
river bank, each one on a narrow strip running back, as in
Lower Canada., The houses are chiefly log and generally
thatched. The better houses of the well-to-do usually had
a roof with four facets, known as a “ pavilion” roof, oras 1
once heard it called up the Assiniboine by an incorrect
speaker, a “rebellion roof.”

The scttlers manufactured almost all the articles they
needed.  While all farmed a little, one was a carpenter,
another a blacksmith, another a weaver, and so on. Their
furniturc was chiefly home made, There was not a chair
to be bought or borrowed in Winnipeg in 1871, The new
scttlers chicfly used boxes or trunks to sit upon. It was a
common belicf that brick could not be made in the country.
There were few chimneys. There were some of mud, but a
bit of stove-pipc was the common resource.  Dr. Schultz had
crected the low brick buildings where the pottery stands
shortly before 1871, but popular opinion consigned them to
speedy destruction by wind and frost. The ceilings of
houses were done with wood, and plaster was looked on as
a doubtful and dangerous innovation. The people of the
country, were, many of them, engaged in “tripping,” 7. ¢. in
taking loads of furin St. Paul on the famous Red River carts,
which camc back laden with merchandise. They all kept
cattie ; and some fine herds, now disappeared, were there to
be seen upon the plains, 1 have seen large bands of native
horses, some of which though five and six years old had
never been in a stable.  Hay cutting was begun on a certain
day. It wasiilegal to begin sooner. At 12 o'clock at night
the settlers were scattered over the plains, and soon as 12
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was past of the appointed day, ecach cut around as wide a
space of grass as possible, and that was his, and was so re-
garded. The Hudson's Bay Company was in the habit of
taking cight bushels of wheat only from cach settler, and
this, except to supply the Indians, was the only market.
There was little inducement to farm. Accordingly the in-
flux of Canadians even in 1871 raised the price of pro-
visions and made food scarce. I can remember a load of
provisions arriving at Christmas from St. Paul by sleigh and
being so great a boon, that the little newspaper of the time
announced as having come :(—*a supply of Turkeys, hams,
and other delicacies.”

During winter we were cut off from the outside world.
Sheriffl Ross is said in early days to have got the London
Times for the ycar, and to have read through one every day,
being just a year bchind. The mail then came once a
month. In 1871 it was twice or thrice a week. In winter
we saw once an interval of twenty-one days without a mail.
There was no telegraph. We cheered ourselves with the re-
flection that “if we didn’t know anything about our friends,
they did not know anything about us,” the loss being mu-
tual. The merchants used all to run out of certain lines of
goods toward Spring.  Salt has been known to have been ex-
hausted ; coal oil also, and so on. The common mercantile
answer to the enquiring purchaser for all articles not on hand
was: “ We expect them in by the first boat,”  Arithmeticians
used to calculate that to hold all that every merchant ex-
pected would take a fleet of a dozen boats as large as the
one long wished-for vessel. The arrival of the first boat was
certainly the event of the year, and you breathed freely after
its arrival as being again a citizen of the world.

Such was the Red River in which our pioneer missionary
spent the first twenty years of his ministerial life. It is no-
ticeable that all who passed through it looked back to it now
with fond regrets.  Life moved slowly, but men were thus
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saved from the immense pressure of the present. There was
a sort of rural, Eden-like simplicity among the people, con-
trasting with the business sharpness and keenness of the
present.  The people had fewer wants, and few people were
overwhelmed with debt.  But there are no Elysian fields
any more, and the halcyon days are past,

In a life of thirty ycars in a new country on is called on
to pass through times of trial and distress.  In the life of
Dr. Black such periods are not wanting.

The first year after his arrival the Red River broke forth
from its limits and for miles the Red River Valley became
onc vast lake. The siteof the city of Winnipeg was entirely
submerged, a thing that has not happened since.  The sub-
ject of our sketch then occupied the manse crected by the
Selkirk scttlers, and which still stands, though somewhat out
of repair.  Dr. Black used to point out the water line of the
flood about the basc of the windows of the manse. The
people were in consternation. It did them little good to be
told that the floods of 1826 were a great deal worse,.  The
settlers saw the river gradually rise till it surrounded their
homes ; by and by houses and barns that could not with-
stand the force of the water, especially in Point Douglas,
across which a swift current ran, were seen floating down the
strecan.  Almost all the settlers, among whom was their
minister, went back from the river several miles and were
encamped on the rising ground of Little Stony Mountain,
Last year lix-Judge Thom related to me his experience
during the flood.  He then dwelt in the building now oc-
cupiced by the Bishop of Rupert’s Land.  "[he occupants of
the house were driven to the second story, and dwelt there
till the flood, which arose from the jamming of the ice, al-
lowed the waters to escape, The people were to be con-
gratulated that very few lives were lost. A contrast to the
floods we are constantly hearing of, such as that onthe Mis.
souri two years ago, or on the Mississippi, or during this very
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scason in Germany, \Vhen the waters were assuaged, the
Kildonan pastor and his people returned to their homes,
and as in the days of Noah, erccted their altar on the dry
land again. They were not prevented from sowing grain
and reaping a harvest that ycar, ,

The contiguity of the Red River to wide districts of Da-
kota, lowa, and Utah has, during the last seventy years, been
a source of danger. [n the vast deserts of the Western
States, myriads of grasshoppers spring up as if from the
parched soil of the sandy plains, When these pests are ex-
cessively numerous in the States named, some band of the
excess fly toward the boundary and cross the line.  In 1868,
having been scldom present during the preceding forty
years, the grasshopper appeared from the South-West on the
Red River,  The destruction of the crops ensued.  The kind-
ness of the people in Canada and elsewhere manifested it-
self in sending relief,  On the Committee of Relief for dis-
tributing th.c supplics sent, our pioneer was an active and
uscful member. The Kildonan people were a thrifty and
well-to-do people, and few instances were known of their re-
cciving aid.  Upon the clergy the work of the Committee
largely fell, and only those who have been through it can
tell the expenditure of sympathy, and the anxious care there
is in a year of national calamity,

—It has recently been discovered that the faded ink on
old parchments may be restored by moistening the lines of
writing with a solution of sulphide of ammonia. The writ-
ing will turn quite dark, and if on parchment will retain
the color.  Records treated in this way in the Museum
of Nurcmburg being still in the condition as immedi-
ately after the application ten years ago.  On paper, how-
ever, the restored writing gradually fades again, but may be
restored at pleasure by fresh applications of the sulphide.

—Some French papers report that on the night of the
2s5th October last, a thicf abstracted from the Musée at
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Grenoble a collection of medals in gold which have been
valued at 800,000 francs. They were contained in thirty-
five cases, all of which were opened with false keys except
one, which was forced.  In all, 1,911 medals have been, it is
said, taken away by the thief or thieves.  The intrinsic value
of the matal stolen is estimated at 20,000 francs.  Access
was obtained by an unguarded door in the basement.

- g oo D o4 o —

A MAKER OF « RARE " GOLD COINS

HE other day, says the Topeka (Kan.) Common-
wealth, United States Attorney Hallowell was
riding in a car when a man passed a gold coin
on Matt Cleary, conductor of the train, and no-

ticing that it was old looked more closcly at it, when he dis.

covered that it was a bogus coin inone sense. Deputy Unit-
e¢d States Marshal Smith was aboard the train, and Col,
Hallowell directed him to arrest the man.  He gave his
name as Arlington, and was locked up in the gaol at Olathe

for the time being and brought to this city last night by
Deputy Marshall Smith.  When searched at Olathe he was
found to have seven more of the bogus coins in his posses-
sion, They are duplicates of old coins, issued 1794, 1803,
for numismatists, or purchasers of old coins. for the purpose
of forming a collection.  The coin our reporter saw bears
date 18035 and is very neatly minted, of a good yellow color,
like the genuine old coins, when brass was used as alloy, in-
stead of copper, as now, 1t is not charged that the coin is
not worth $5, because it is gold ; therefore it is not counter-
feiting, but it is the manufacture of a coin of a similitude to
the coin of the United States, and punishable.  The coin is
worth to a numismatist about $100, and it will be scen that
the manufacture and sale of a number of them would net
the operator handsomely if he were not detected,
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LETTERS OLD AND NEW.

ITH all the improvements of the last fifty ycars in
making and sizing paper, and in closing and
securing letters, still there is a charm about a
quaint old letter of half a century ago that is

rarcly found in one of the telegraphic notes of the present day.

Not only is there a charm which might be given by the re-

spectable age and probable associations of an old letter, but

there is an air of dignity and quiet style that is commonly
wanting in more modern letters, notwithstanding the later
adjuncts of heavy calendered paper, embossed crests, and
shapely eavelopes. The old letter as it comes out of its
trunk in the garret, is almost a patent of respectability for its
writer.  With its rough surface so full of ridges and uncven
spots, one wonders it could ever have been written upon ;
with its carcfully worded address, the Ministers and Esquires
and all the titles inserted with great precision ; with its old-
fashioned stamp, the like of which many a fince ald grentle-
man has licked and grumbled over because it would not
stick ; and, above all, with its great scal of wax, bearing the
heavy impression, perhaps, of a coat-of-arms, perhaps of some
family cmblem cut in a ring, perhaps only the imprint of a
coin—with all these things to recommend it to the present
generation of lovers of - old things, the old letter is grand,
and stately, and attractive. - Unfolding the intricate creases
that make an envelope of the back of the sheet, the contents
keep up the impression created by the exterior,  The pen-
manship is rigid and forma! as the style of the letter, and
the wording, even when written by a husband to his wifc, as
dignified as if addressed to his sovercign. The beginning
solemmnly with « My decar wife,” and the courtly ending of
* Permit me to subsicribe myself your affectionate husband,”




100 TUHE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

are 5o in contrast with the brief and hurricd phrase: of the
modern letter, one can hardly help but wonder what mode!
sort of hushand he was, this writer of the old letter with the
areat seal,

Fashion has carried the style of letters through many
stages of show and expense, and at last has brought it back
to almost the severe plainness of fifty yearsago, Crests and
coats-of-arms and undecipherable monograms have had their
day and have gone to take their places beside the great wax
seals. It was in the wax impression that crests and shields
and armorial bearings Airst made their appearance on letters,
and for some years he was a very obscure gentleman, even
in America, who had not some device to affix to the backs
of his letters. With the introduction of the envelope and
its gummed flap the wax disappeared, and stationers” were
keprt busy embossing the designs of the seal upon the tops
of letter-sheets, There were great coats of arms in many
colors and gold ; crests, always with some appropriate Latin
motto; first in the left hand upper corner of the sheet, then
in the middle of the top.  Birds of the air and beasts of the
ficld were made to do duty as family tokens, till scarcely a
living thing was left untouched from the Lion of the tribe of
Judah down, save only that one animal with prostinent
organs of heming,  Then followed the era of initials, im-
mense Ws and R's sprawling over half the page, sometimes
embossed, oftener printed in colors, and nearly always with
vines and flowers climbing in an impossible way over the
character.  Initials were suceeeded by monograms, the more
intricate and undecipherable the better. After the mono-
grams came a deluge of crests, Every artisan and petty
tradesman bloomed out with a crest if he could afford to
have the die engraved.  After the crests. chaos in the form
of lilics and roses, sunflowers, and all the gorgeously colored
flowers of the warden. This was only a reaction.  Zoology
had been exhaunsted, and fashion took to botany.  Then
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were bricf reigns of many styles, chief among which was the
day of the week printed in raised letters across the upper
corner of theshcet, There was no beauty in this, but it was
at least useful in letting the recipient of an undecipherable
note know upon what day it was written. ‘

After all these changes came the sensible style now in use.
No crest, no monogram, no gilding—nothing to indicate that
the sender is sccond cousin on his mother's side to the half
sister of an Earl, or hzir apparent of one of the sovereigns of
Ireland. A plain square whitc envelope, without a mark
upon it, cxcept the address and the postage stamp. The
paper a note-size sheet of unruled Irish linen or the Ameri-
can imitation, which is ncarly as good, unsized, and with
just one line of lettering to relieve its pure white surface,
This letter is for use more than for ornament. It is simply
the address from which the letter is  written,  * Eleven
thousand Fifth Avenue, New York,” for instance, printed
across the right-hand side of the top of the shect, sometimes
in black, oftener in some deep_color.  This line is usually
engraved, and is stamped into the paper so as to make a
raised surface, and it is gencrally done in some appropriate
gothic or old English letter.  Under this single printed line
the date is written. It is the first fashionable design used
on letter paper for half a century that is sure to be under-
stood instantly by cvery one who secs it, and it is the first
letter ornament of the slightest use since the days of the old
wax scal. It is a combination of simplicity and utility that
deserves a longer existence than has been enjoyed by any of
its predecessors in the mode.  Written in the large, free
hand now affected by young ladies on this paper, without a
particle of gloss, and without a suspicion of the perfumed
sachet, a fashionabic letter of the present day is almost
as stately and digunified as one of the old ones written by
our forefathers,
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JAPANESE COINAGE,

IHHERL are two mints in Japan, a paper money
mint at Tokiyo, and a metallic mint at Osaka ;
the latter, one of the largest and most complete
in the world,  1It, like the other public works of

the new era, was organized by forcigners, but, of the foreign

stuff, only two remain, the chemist and assayer, and the on-
ginder, with a Japanuse staff of 602 persons, including a doe-
tor. The total value of the coinage struck for 1870 to the

date of the last report exceeds £17,000,000, A
The gold coinage is mainly confined to § yen picces, which

are nearly cqual to the English sovereign.  The silver coins

are the yen, the trade dollar, and 50, 20, 10, and 5 sen pieces.

In the ycar ending 30th June 1879, 92,073 gold coins were

struck ; of silver yen, 1,870,354 ; of the trade dollar, 32,717

of 10 sen, 201,509 ; and of the § sen, 2,894,201, The cop-

pur coins are 2 sew, U sen, V4 sen, and 1 rin, and of these 83

millions were struck.  There was, however, a deficiency in

“small change,” because of the quantitics of small silver coin

sent by government to China and the Straits Scttlements

where it was sold at a considerable discount,  The value of
the coinage for the year was £686,911, and the total value
struck at the Osaka mint since its commencement exceeds
£17,000,000 sterling.  The Government paper moncey in
circulation, which consists of notes from 10 sen upwards,
amounts to £22,675,598 ; but in addition, £7,000,000 notes
have been issued by the Japanese banks, not on the sccurity
of a certain quantity of coin, but on that of government
paper.  The depreciation of this government paper is a very
disquicting symptom—the discount occassionally reaching

52 per cent. People naturally infer that Government credit

is bad, the paper issues being based  insufficient metallic re-

serves.  During my journeys in Japan | never saw a gold
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coin in circulation ; small silver coins were difficult to obtain
even in Yokohama, and from Nikko northward, except at
Niigata. I never saw any silver, or a single copper coin of

the new coinage, the circulating meedia being paper, under a
yen in value ; the large, oval Zempo, and the old rin with a
hole in the middle, my own specimens of the new silver and
copper coinage being regarded as curiosities, marked prefer-
ence being shown, as in Scotland, for *notes,” no matter
how old or soiled.

“ Unbeaten Tracks in Fapan.”

HISTORICAL SOCIETY., \WINNIPIG,

HE annual meeting of the Historical and Scienti-
fic Socicty was held  recently  beginning
at 4 oclock, when the following mem-
bers were present: Mr. A, H. Whitcher, st

Vice-Presicent; Rev. Prof. Hart, 2nd Viee-President; Rev.

Prof. Bryce, Corresponding Sceretary; Mr, \WW. H. Hughan,

Recording Secretary and Librarian, and Messrs. L. M. Lewis,

R. E. W. Goodridge, \WWm. Pearce, C. N. Bell, Jos. Greenficld,

i L. Byington, ). 1. Panton, W. i, McLellan, R, Houston,

J. H. Panton and John Cape.

On motion of Rev. Prof. Bryce, Mr. A H. Whitcher. 1st
Vice-President, was chosen to occupy the chair in the ab-
sense of Mr. Alex. McArthur, President.

Mecssrs, Allan McDougal, C. I, and Maurice WV, Britton
were by ballot clected members of the Society.

The (ollowiag teport of the Executive Council was read
by Rev. Prof. Bryce, Corresponding Scerctary, and adopted
by the Socicty.

ANNUAL REPORT,
The Exccutive Council begs leave to present the report
for the year.  T'ne past year has been one of great prosperi-
ty in the Society., ‘There have been no spasniodic cfforts
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after public recognition, but the Socicty has steadily pursu-
¢d its work of bringing to light the facts concerning the wide
ficld of our operations—“the regions lying north and west of
Lake Superior.”

MUEMBERS,

During the past year that fast friend of our Socicty and
of the North-West, Consul Taylor, was clected a “life and
honorary member” of the Socicty.

Two corresponding members were added to our list, viz.:
Rev. A, B, Baird, M. A,, of Edmonton, N. W. T,  and Mr. N,
H, Cowdry, of Kegina, N, W. T. Both these gentlemen are
men of cducation and high culture,  Interesting papers are
expected from them.  Twenty-seven ordinary members have
been added to the Socicty during the year.  Of these, two
were ladies.  Your Exccutive Council would state that it is
not for the purposc of swelling the numbers of the Society,
nor yct out of mere compliment that the Society has deci-
ded to admit ladics, It is believed that there arcladies of
education, literary habits and good powers of observation
who might be of much scrvice in producing papers on the
manners and customs of the native tribes, on matters of
North-Western history, or in the scientific department of the
Sacicty; as in botany or Indian remains. AN workers will
be cordially welcomed,

GRANTS IN AlID,

During the year the Society recicved grants from the Pro-
vincial Government of $200 and from the City Council of
$500. The Socicty is glad to have its eflorts to advance the
interests of our country, and authoritative statements of its
history and resources, recognized by the bodies giving these
grants. The thanks of the Society are due to the Provin-
cial and civic authoritics for the assistance given,

RECOGNITION ARROAD,

It is extremely gratifying to your Exccutive Council to

ohserve that our efforts have not passed unobserved in the
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older centres of population,  Several of the learned Societies
of the Last have given us favorable notices in their proceed-
ings, and one, the Canadian Antiquarian, in its journal, pub-
lished our annual report in full; the Royal Society of Cana-
da, founded during the past year by His Excellency, the
Governor General, as a rallying centre for the culture of li-
terary inclination of Canadians, has done our Society the
honor of making us onc of the fourteen learned socicties af-
filiated to it, We wre called upon in consequence of this
connection to clect a Represeantative who shall attend the
mecting of the Royal Society in Ottawa in May next, and
prepare for that body at statement of any original work done
by our Socicty during the year,
CORRESPONDENCE,

The socicty received during the year a very interesting pa-
per from its corresponding member at York Factory, Mr,
Joseph  Fortescue,  Mr. Fortescue  dealt  with certain
papers  of considerable length, which appeared in the
public prints of Winnipeg, purporting to be founded on cer-
tain old and valuable papers in the possession of the com-
manding officer of the Fort (Mr. Fortescue himself) by a Mr.
Rolland, whao had visited York Factory.  Those papers were
simply from an old copy of the Vayages of La Perouse,
found about th Fort.  Mr. Fortescue at some length stated
the groundlesne s of the hope 50 often expressed that docu-
ments of value may be found at the Company’s posts through-
out the country: az, through the renewals of these buildings
during the past two centuries, such a thing is most unlikely.
An interesting communication was received from our corres-
ponding mentber at Edmonton, the Rev, A, B Baird, al-
ready mentioned. Mr. Baird's communication related to
the occurrence of coal and iron at Edmonton, and described
the manner in which these deposits are found. The coal is
a lignite, hard and dark, and does not scem so subject to the
disintegrating influence of the air as that from the Souriz. It
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is estimated to contain frem 60 to 70 per cent. of carbon or
heating power. The iron was clay ironstone, and was found
in nodules in a stratum overlying the coal. There scems
practically no limit to its extent, The Corresponding Se-
cretary of the Society forwarded a specimen of this ironstone
to his friend, Professor Chapman, in Toronto and ihe fol-
lowing was found to be the analysis of orc:—

Carbonate of iroN..eeisceririeeseernernviverecnsesrossaressenne5428
Carbonate of Manganesc....ooeieeniiiivsnennssreseieennnenn .34
Carbonate of magnesia...cooeeeienen . R - ¥
Carbonate of limeC..cciiisiiiisseciiereninssrversssnssircssnssen77
SesquOXIAe Of iFoN. c..iiiieiiis toiienracaees cnriernseriersnnndd 2.26
Phosphoric acid... B P PPPRURPNN o X1
Sulphuric acid..ceerivuierieiiiniieriiiieniiennieieiiee e 2041
Combined WatCl.eevieree sareresssressrrnrosssscntesosesecresssn dd
Hy@roscopic WatCreieveesrerecercessessnnisesessesssesererseessi0e?3
Insoluble argillaccous matter...oiveee vivenes vivviiennnan 17,23

T € ) O UV F'e e X ']

Metallic iron, 35.74 per cent.

This is a better varicty of ironstone than that worked as
the Scotch block band and in Staffordshire, England. The
only question nceding solution is whether the amount of
phosphorus in the ore is great cnough to make the iron
cold-short or of sulphur to makeit red-short.  Mr.B aird was
tendered the thanks of the Society for his paper and speci-
mens,

In the Autunin of 1882, Mr, Strong, a resident of Winni-
peg. offered to make a collection of fish to be sent to the
Smithsonian Institution, The Express Companies carried
them free to Washington, for which our best thanks are due.
The contribution was duly acknowledged and our Society
was invited to signify what exchanges it desired. The
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Council asked for specimens in such of the following fields
as could be spared:

1. Insects destructive of vegetation,

2. Scaside specimens.

3. Fossils of coal, measures of the tertiary period, and spe-
cimens of the varicties of coal.

4. Remains from the mounds of the Mississippi and
Ohio.

Notice has becn reecived by the Scerctary that a ship-
ment of marine invertebrates, all properly classed and label-
cd will be forwarded.

The Council has also sent out its reports and publications
to.a long list of corresponding socictics, and likewise to our
honorary and corresponding members,

CONTRIBUTHONS,

Holding a first place among thosc who have been gener-
ous to the 3ociety i~ the Smithsonian Institution. During
the past yeor there has been reccived no less than 36 publi-
cations to be added to the 150 previously sent by the Insti-
tution to the Socicty. To the several Departments of State
at Washington the Society is indebted for ten volumes dur-
ing the past year.  The Department of Agriculture is espe-
cially worthy of notice in this respect.

PROVINCIAL NEWSPAPERS,

The rcading room has been well supplied with newspapers
and the best magazines. The newspapers are carefully filed,
and during the past ycar, though the archives of this depart-
ment only extend back three years, the applications for
leave to consult the files by the courts, by lawyers, reporters
and others have been continuous, The Socicty desires to
acknowledge its sense of the generous contribution free of
charge of the Provincial newspapers from their publishers,
These papers have been received, a number of them since
their firat issue, and arc carefully filed away, and form most

v
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valuable material for history and evidence.
PAPERS READ,

There have been nine original papers read during the ycar,
several of them of importance, being fresh investigations and
having a permanent value.  The Socicty is glad to reccive
from its members well prepared papers on any subject, even
though they may be outside the scope of the Socicty.  Such
papers stimulate thought and keep up interest in the Society.
The names are given first of the papers on general topics
with their dates of delivery.

GENERAL PAPERS,

1. On energy, by J. H. Rowan, Esq., on Feb. 23rd, 1882,

2, Critique on Caroline Fox’s * Memoirs of Old
Friends,” by A. Macarthur, IZsq., on March 23rd.

3. Synopsis of Taine's “Fnglish Litcrature,” by the late
Mr. David Cowan, April 1 3th,

4. On Free Public Librarics, by T. C. L. Armstrong,
M. A, L. L. B, on October 1oth,

NISTORICAL AN SCIENTIFIC,

- During the past year the five papers on the special work
of the Socicty have been of a high order of merit,  Those
rcad after the resumption of work succeeding the summer
vacation have all been published at the expense of the So-
cicty. s has been stated, a number (about cighty) are sent
to our exchanges. The remainder are di<posed of at a small
price.  The following are the papers :

1. Journal of Robert Campbel), E+q., read-by Coniul Tay-
lor, April sth, 1882, Mr. Campbell is a retired Chief Factor
of the Hudson’s Bay Company and has been half a century
in the North-West. These extracts are of the date of 1882-3
Mr, Campbell is an honorary member of this Socicty, is a
Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, and the discover-
cr of the source of the Yukon River in Russian America,

2. (Published). “The Causes of the Rising in the Red
River Settlement—1869-70," by  Alexander McArthur,
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Esq., President of the Society, read October sth, 1882,
This paper is written by one who passed through the Red
River troubles. At the close of the paper an animated dis-
cussion took place as to the attitude taken by the various
classes of the Red River community.

3. (Published). Lecture on “Arctic Regions and Hudson's
Bay,” by Dr. Rae, London, Eng, dclivered October 14th.
The lecturer gave an account of his personal expericnces in
scarching for Sir John Franklin, For his success in
finding first traces of Franklin he and his companions receiv-
cd the reward offercd by the Admiralty of £10,000. His
expedition was overland.  Dr. Rac was sanguine as to the
successful navigation of Hudson's Bay.

4. (P'ublisbed). “Gleanings from the Geology of the Red
River Valley,” by J. H. Panton, M. A., rcad December 28th,
Mr. Panton was formerly Professor of Science in Guelph
Agricultural  College.  The paper dealt with geological
formations of Red River Valley — the silurian.  He also
described at length the features of the drift deposits. At
the close of the paper an interesting discussion took place
as to the nature and quality of the water of the Red and
Assiniboine Rivers and the wells obtained in this drift
deposit.

5. Paper on “The Winnipeg Country; [ts Discovery and
the Great Consequences Resulting,” by Rev. Prof. Bryce,
Corresponding Sceretary, January 25th.  The object of this
paper was to show the part taken by Verandrye in discover-
ing the Lake Winnipeg region and the influence this had in
stirring up English merchants, the Hudson’s Bay Company,
the Montreal merchants and the Nor'westers to activity in
exploration.  The close of the paper gave a number of
deductions as to the course of trade, favoring the city of
Winnipeg as the probable great business centre of the
North-West,

THYE LIBRARY,
The library has been largely made use of during the
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past vear,  Many books of the circulating library are in
constant wc while the reference libriny of the Socicty 1
continually heing consulted, Fhe books tiken out by read-
crs ware 200 volumes during the year, against 2,326 for the
previoa. year,  The Exccutive Council have hiad a very
airne tdesive toineraa-e the Librry by the addition of new
Books and the important works of eeference. The ~ub crip-
tions to the Library have been werion ly interfered with by
the consideration of the free public library scheme the Emb-
lic having the prospect of the hrger enterprise have not con-
tinued their annual subscriptions to the circulatingr library:,

The Sacicty appointed a small comiittee o wait upon
the City Coungil for the purposce of inducing that body te
undertake a free libeary in Winnipeg,  This committee was
cordily reecived by the Council and the City Finance
Committee was appointed to confer with the committee of
the Socicty. Thi. conference took plice and the Finance
Committee recommended the matter to the Coancil. The
end of the civie year having come, the matter was left over
for the new City Council to deal with, Fhe confusion ¢on-
nected with their entry to ofitee, and the attention sinee
necessary to the financial affairs of the city lave prevented
the completion of the scheme for the library, It iy to be
hoped that the matter may oon take definite form and that
by themillicof tae yeuw v mach necled el aweful
agency may bein active operation i our city. No mare
w<eful thing for ourzclves than a collection of 10,000 rood
books could be undertaken, and the cffect of sech an
institution in drawing attention to onr advant ures s a city
for intellizent and caltivated per ons to find & homein mu ot
cat indead, The Society oftered the Councii the u.e

bew
of it~ gencral and referece Library of some 3,000 volume-
under certain condition~ thu- forming it good nuclenr. for
the collection, Phe Execative Counci! recommend s that
the new Lixecutive Council continue o keep the mattey
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before the Aldermen and citizens a:a thing most deserving
of prescnt attention,
OBITUARY,

During the year we have had the misfortune to lose two
of our members, viz, His Lordship, Chiel Justice Wood and
Mr David Cowan,  We join in the universal sorrow, which
wits 50 generally expresied when Chief Justice Wood was
removed from our midst. s Lordship took an active part
in the formatioran ! in Hirpo-ation of our Society. We had the
honor of having him as our first President,. Previous to his
clection as Pre ident he was Chairman over the preliminary
meetings, which cventuated in the organization and cesta-
blishment of our Socicety.  His Lord ship also favored us with
several papers and his inaugural address as President, in which
he sketehed the growth of trud history, and delineated the
rive of jatcllectur’ activity and liberty of thought among
the chiet mition . of the earth, This s the aaniverswy of
the day, on which he delivered  that address (13th Feb,
1880, The Chief Justice also read before the Society o pa-
per on Cosmogony and Chronology,

Al of which is ve-pectfully ~submitted.

Ao TR WHrrenek, GEORGE BRYCL,

Vice P'rident, Cor.-Sceretary
TEEASURER'S STATEMENT,

The following tatement by the Treasurer Mr R. L.
Tunter of the receipts and expenditure: for the year was
read by Mr. L. M. Lewise—Balance to credit in Jmperial
Banl: Feb. tst, 1882, $431.22; insurance company for fosses
by fite, $103; municipal grant $500; Government grant, $300
proceeds of Dr. Rac's lecture, $93.50; members dues, histor-
ical library, $450.05: total$1,7¢3.67.  LExpenditure—Paid
Geo. Winks ten months rent to Feb, 1st, $300; Mr, Hugh-
an twelve month . salary, $600; draft in New York re library
fitting~ aad book-binding, $37.58 fire insurance $60 printing
annual report, $14; magazines and paper for iibrary, ¢$105.18
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printing  Dr. Rac’s and Mr. McArthur's lectures, $44; fucl
and light, $52.25; book-binding, postage, stationery and
sundry printing, $83.08; advertising, $13.50; balance at bank-
crs, $474.08.

The statement was certified to by Mr. R.E.W.Goodridge,
Auditor, and was adopted.

LELECTION OF COUNCINL.

The foliowing fiftcen gentlemen were clected members of
the Exccutive Council for the ensuing year; Rev. Prof, Bryce.
Messrs. Ao H. Whitcher Alex. McArthur, R, E W, Goodridge,
L. M. Lewis, Ald. George H. Ham, W, H. Hughan. Rev.
Prof, Tlart. J. I Panton. T. C. L. Armstrong, Dr. Cowan.
C. N. Bell, 11 M., Howel), R. H. Huater, and R. Houston,

ELECTION OF OFFICERS,

The officers of last year were all reeclected as follows:—
President, Mr, Alex, McArthur; tst Vice-President, Mr. Al
11- Whitcher. 2d Vice-President, Rev. Prof. Hart; Corres-
ponding Sceretary, Rev. Prof, Bryce ; Recording  Sccrcetary,
My, AV, H. Hughan; Treasurer, Mr. R, H. Tunter.

On motion of Mr. McDougall, seconded by Mr, Panton a
vote of thanks was tendered the President and officers and
members of the retiring Council for their services during the
past year,

On motion of Capt. Lewis, seconded by Mr, Bell, it was
resolved to refer to the Fxecutive Council the appointment
of a delegate to the Royal Society which is to meet in May
next Mr, Goodridge was on motion of Capt. Lewis, scconded
by Prof. Bryce, appointed Auditor for the cnsuing year.

The mecting then adjournced.

~—*Coins are serious monuments of public use, bearing on
them indications of time and place, cither quite exact, or,
at least, approximative.  This is an immense advantage of
theirs over all other monument:. By studying the types,
the styles, the inscription of coins, we may gain a key to the

interpretation of all other antiquitics.”
M, de Longpéricr,
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THE COINS OF THE SIX KINGS OF SYRIA,
NAMED SELEUCUS.
BY ROBERT MORRIS, L. L. D,

UMISMATIC students arc often cmbarrassed in
attributing the various coins of the Selewcidac as
they are styled, to their respective subjects. The
names being spelled alike in all and a gencral

resemblance running through the portraits and in the make-
up of the specimens it is important to have some casy
mcthod for distinguishing the onc from the other. [ pro-
pose therefoie a bricf article under this head not at all
exhaustive but rather suggestive, trusting that the reader
will gain some bencfit from my cxperience in this difficult
class of Oricntal monies.

The first Seleucus, surnamed Nicator and the founder of
the royal line styled the Sclewucidac began his royal carcer
October 15t B. C. 312, and established the Sekwucidan Erva
as ‘the Year One™.  Numerous coins are formed with Greek
numbers referring to the year of his coronation.  His reign
was highly. successful and thus he acquired his title Aicator
“the conqueror”. He died B. C, 280. His coins in all the
metals are numzrous, for he patteracd after his great Master
Alexander Magnres in isaing unlimited numbers of thesc
historical leaflets. "The head of Pallas on the obverse is
common and BAS SELEVKOS in Greek letters for “King
Scleucus” is impressed upon them.  Coins in silver and bronze
have thessame legend.  The student finding only the name
SELEVKOS may attribute the coin to NICATOR
with two chauce: out of three of being correct.

The second Seleucus styled Callinicus was crowned B. C.
246 and reigued until 226, His coins have no legend diffe-
rent from those of the (st Seleucus, so the surest method. of
distinguishing the two is 2o compare the portraits, Thesce are
wicdely different as a comparison will show,
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The third Scleucus, styled Cerannus comes in B, C. 224
but he maintained his place only 3 years and his coins are
consequently  more rare.  They often have SVR for
Syria,

The tourth Scleiicus styled Plilopator reigned from B. C,
187 to 1735 and his coins are rather common, I think in hand-
ling a dozen specimens of the monies of the Seleucidac that
6 will be NVicators and 3 Philopators.  His nickname Philo.
pator is often found on his coins and the dates caleulated by
the Secleucidan Era, for instance LR =1 306.

The fifth Scleucus began his reignin B, C. 125 but conti-
nued only a few months,  Few specimens of his coins have
reached  this country.  Portraits of Cleopatra are usually
found upon them,

The sixth Scleucus, styled Nicator Epiphanes, was crown-
ed B. C. g6 and reigned two years,  His coins are in gence-
ral, casily distinguished by fpiphanous Nicator in Greck
letters, cither in whole words or in abbreviations.  These
coins are more common than any of the others save the First
and Fourth,

I am aware that the reader, puzzled over a handful of
these Seleucidan coins, will find little relief from my sugges-
tion in this article.  But this is the best 1 can do for him,
after a critical examination of the work, (Vo. 183 of my
Numismatic Collection) entitled Sclencidarnm Imperivm sive
Historia Regum Syriae Ad fiden: Numismatun accommodata
per Fo Fop-Vaillant 1732, 1 find a Scleucus with the face
like Alexander’s and the lion skin over the head { aceredit
it to the st Seleucus. | should expect upen the reverse 1o
sce Jupiter seated, or a dust throwing Bull, or & chariot
drawn by g clephants,  If instead of the lion’s skin, the
head has a cincture of the ribbon (or diadem) with a promi-
nent nosc it is Selencns /7. 1 shoald expect to find on the
reverse Apollo erect, holding an arrow, or a warhorse.

The 3rd Selencns is so much like the 2nd that it demands
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a critical cyc to distinguish between them. The chin is
more prominent, the noseless.  Seleweus 7V has so peculiar
an appecarance that once scen he will always be recognized.
As remarked before, out of cvery 12 Scleucidan coins 1
should expect that’'6 of them would be of the ist Seleucus
and 3 of the gth, A favourite device upon his obverse is the
prow of a gallcy and behind the portrait on the obverse the
acrosteritnn or ornamental figure on the bowsprit of the gal-
ley.

The coins of Scleucus V. arc so rare that the reader
will be fortunatc indced to find one.  Vaillant, in his exhaus-
tive volume fails to figurc or describe one.  The Gth Sclcucus
also known as Antiochus VIIL may bec recognized by the
protuberance of his chin.

These old picces arc usually large and well struck, The
artists were Greek and particularly skilled in drawing por-
traits and figures of animals, Nothing can exceed the fire
displayed in their chariot scenes. But in their drawings of
dcitics there appears a want of ingenuity, I supposc every
artist in this department_of drawing was shut up to the
standard forms given him and forbidden to make any im-
provements or changes of any sort. If this is not a geod
theory, 1 shall bc happy to accept a better onc.,

La Grange,Kentucky.

.

—*1 should so like to have a coin dated the ycar of my
birth,” said a maiden lady of uncertain age to a male ac-
quaintance. “ Do you think you could get one for me?"
“[ am afraid not,” he replied.  “These very old coins are
only to be found in valuable collections.” Aund yet he can-
not sec why, when he met the lady the next day, she didn’t
speak to him, '
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A MYSTERY OF THE GULF,

ITE mystcrious lights in the Gulf and the Lower St.
Lawrcence, those sure precursors of a tempestu-
ous fall with gricvous shipwrecks, were unusually
brilliant during last scason.  The light of Cape

Maria Cascapediac has blazed almost every night since May

15. In the Baic des Chaleurs, the Point Mizzenette

light has been seen nightly by hundreds of people from the

scttlements of New Bandon, Grand Anse, Caraquette and

Salmon Beach. The Labitant says they are supernatural

manifestations marking scenes of wreck and murder, or warn-

ing the sailor of great tempests, while the English scttlers
think they arc the Will - o'- the-wisps of the ocean.  What
cver they may be, itis a fact cstablished by the experience
of i century that when they blaze brightly in the summer
nights the fall is irtvariably marked by great storms, One
would think on looking at these mysteries from the shore
that a ship was on firc.  The hcavens behind are bright and
the clouds about silvered by the reflection.  The sea for half
mile is covered with a sheen as of phosphorus.  The fire
jtself scems to consist of blue and ycllow flames, now dancing
high above the water and then flickering, paling and dying
out only tospring up again with fresh brilliancy. 1fa beat
approaches it flits away moving further out, and the bold
visitor pursucs it in vain, At the first streak of daylight it
vanishes in the form of a mist, and is seen no more until dark-

ness again sets in,  These lights are bright when there is a

heavy dew, and are plainly visible from the shore from mid-

night until two in the morning.  They appear to come in

from the sea shoreward and at dawn rctire gradually and
are lost in the morning fog. )

Paridis the French pilot who took charge of the ™ British

fleet under Admiral 3ir Hovenden Walker when it sailed

up the St Lawrence from Boston to scize Qucbec in 1711,
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declared he saw one of these lights just before the armada
was shattcred on the 22nd of August, in fact he said it
danced before his vessel the Neptune, all the way up the
Gulf, Walker's squadron comprised the flagship Edgar,
70 guns; the Windsor, 6o guns; the Montague, Goguns;
the Swiftsure, 70 guns; the Monmouth, 70 guns ; the Dun-
kirk 6o guns;the Humber, 80 guns;the Sunderland, Go
aguns ; the Devonshire 8o guns; the interprise, 40 guns;
the Sapphire, 40 guns; the Kingston, 6o guns; the Lcopard
54 guns; and the Chester, 50 guns; with no less than seven-
ty transports, of which the Despatch, Four Friends, Fran-
cis, John and Hannah, Henrictta, Antclope, Hannah
and Elizabeth, Adventure, Rcebecea, Martha and Han-
nah, Johannal, Unity and Newcastle were from New
England ports. On leaving Boston Sir Hovenden drew
from Governor Dudley rations for 9,385 Englishmen, seca-
men and soldicrs and 1,786 colonists on board the flecet. On
the 20th August when they lay off Egg Island, on the north
shore of the St Lawrence, having just cleared Gaspe Bay,
a dense fog fell upon them,  The Admiral ordered the ves-
sels to keep together and soundings were taken every half
hour, but the land gave no bottom. On the night of the
22nd Paradis lost his head and signalled for the fleet to close
upon shore.  While they were moving slowly a dreadful gale
arosc and as Sir Hovenden said in his journal which
was published in London in 17200 “We soon found
ourselves amongst rocks and small islands, fiftcen leagues
further than the Jog gave, when the whole fleet had like to
have been lost.”  “But by God’s good providence,” with
extreme hazard and difficulty, we escaped.  Eight transports
were cast away and had I not made the signals as I did, but
continued sailing it is a question whether any ship or man
had been saved.” After the wreek the roster showed only
8,878 survivars. The Labrador shore, saysthe historian
Charlevoix, was strewn with bodies of at least a thousand
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soldiers including two complete companics of the Royal
Guards and many more of the Marlborough veterans, whose
corpses were cisy distinguishable by there scarlet coats, It
wats suspected that Paradis had wilfully cast the fleet away.
In his defence, as found in the writings of Mcere Juchereau,
he pleaded that he saw the moving lights when they first
made Gaspe Bay and told some of the high  officers  that
heaven had ordained aterrible catastrophe, “so clearly and
with such vividness did the celestial fires burn not only by
night but often when there was' a fog through the day.”
The disaster saved Canada to France for the time being
and the pious colonists reared many churches in gratitude to
Notre Dame des Victoires,  The court of Queen Anne went
into mourning, and Sir Hovenden exiled himself to South
Carolina, where as a French writer quaintly said, “he wrote
numerous apologies for the disaster with which God had
been pleased to visit the English fleet.”  The flagship Ed-
gar, with 470men blew up at Portsmouth on her return from
the Gulf which was “further evidence of Gad's displeasure at
the invasion of New France”

Lvery great wreck that has taken place since Sir Hoven-
den's calamity his been preceded, if tradition is to be believed
by these mysterious lights; or rather they have warned the
mariner of the fatal storm,  \When the Gulf gives up its
dead there will be a vast muster. In 1797 the French war-
ship L.a® Tribune was lost, with 300 souls, In 1805 the
British transport . Macus went down with 8co. I 1831 the
emigrant ship Lady Sherbrooke, from  Derry to Quebc,
wits tost, only 32 out of 273 passengers being saved.  In
1847 nearly 200 Irish emigrants with the brig Carrick and 240
more on the Zymontl.  Two hundred and twentyfive souls
perished in the wreek of the fHungarian on the 19th Feb-
wary, 1860; 35 in the Canadian on the gth of June, 1861 and
237 when the Angle Saxvon was lost in a fog off Cape Race
on the 27 April (863, How many fishing boat: and coast-
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ers have gone down with all hands leaving no sign, it is not
safe even to guess,  This fall(1882)if lights are to be belicved
—and the Gulf fishermen say they cannot lie - storms of un.
exampled fierceness will rage from the autumnal equinox
until the winter is past.  Should augury be fulfilled perhaps
it may be worth while for meteorologists and scafaring men
to enquire into the source and origin of these strange watch-
men of the deep,

-

MEDALS OF THI REIGN OF LOUIS X1V.
( Continued)

By Josern K, FOraN, GREEN PARK, AVLMER, QUE,
EDAL. 1xxvii.—Charles 1. Duke of Lorraine
celebrated for his valor and warlike ability was
nonc the less famous -on account of his inconsis-
tency and frivolity of mind, which latter charac-
teristic fimlly brought on his ruin.  As quickly as he signed
a treaty with France he broke it.  After the Peace of the
Pyrences, the King gencrously restored him his States. He
placed Marsal in the hands of France as a guarantee of his
fidelity,  However, as usual, he broke his engagement and
Louis, in person proceeded to Metz, and marched against
Charles.  The Duke met the King and gave orders to have
Marsal restored and re-signed the treaty,  The third time in
three years, :

n the medal we sce Charles as theged Proteus, who in
fable, had the power to change himsclf into any form he
desired and was only known by his strength.  The Legend
reads:—PROTEL ARTES DELUSKE meaning, tke artifices of the
new  Profeus rvendered wuscless.  In Yxergue:—Marsalium
Captum, M, DC. LX11I, Marsal taken in 1663,

LxXxvii,. - Medall—"This is one of the gems, as to design
and workmanship. The Swiss have had an old alliance
with France, which they always rencwed when its date of
expiration was approaching. The last was under Henry
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I'V, for himself and his son, afterwards Lonis XIII.  In the
Church of Notrc-Dame the alliance was renewed by Louis
X1V, for himsclf and the Dauphin, Cardinal Antoine,
Grand Almoner of IFrance is represented holding on the
King’s Prié Dicu the book of the Gospels.  The King places
his hand upon it and one of the Ambassadors does likewise.
The legend is FOEDUS HELVETICUM INSTAURANTUM, mean-
ing, the rencwcal of the allionce with Switzerland, In Lxcer.
gue is the date 1663,

LXXIN.  MeEDbAL—This medal is of peculiar  historical
interest although very simple in itself.  France has cver
been styled by Catholic nations the “first daughter of the
chuich,” and strange to say she never under Kings, Emper-
ors, Presidents or Cousuls, could agree with Rome,  [lere
is an example.  In 1662 the Corsicans in the Papal Guard
insulted the French Ambassador. At Pisa a treaty was
made whereby Louis XTIV agreed to forget the injury if the
Pope would order every Corsican soldicr to leave the army
and forbid them cver to become members of any  military
body inside the Papal States,

The Pope did so and a monument was erccted in Rome
in commemoration of the cvent.  On the Medal is a pyra-
mid.  Rome is represented, as in olden days, in the form of
a goddess with a helmet and spear and on her shicld is the
word RoMa,  She is sitting at the base of the Pyramid.
The Legend reads: OB NEFANDUM SCELUS A COKSIS EDI-
TUM IN ORATOREM REGIS FrancokruMm, which means:—
Monument crected in expiation of the lhorrible attack made by
the Corsicans on the I'rench Ambassador. In Lxcrgue the
date 1604,

(N.B. How strange the ways of God and the destiny of
peoples!  In later days a subaltern of Corsica sat on
France’s throne and hurled his mandates against the power
of Rome)

XXX, MeEpaL.—The Battle of Saint Gothard is one
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famous in the history of Europe. Eighty thousand Turks
entered Hungary and carried terror to the very doors of
Germany. On the banks of the Raab under the shadow of
St. Gothard, the French charged the Infidels on the left and
the Imperial army, under the Count of Monticuculi swept
"down on their right. The river was bridged with their
slain. The French took cleven pieces of artillery.  Victory
is seen carrying a vcil bespangled with lilies and holding a
palm in her hand, under her feet is a turban, bow, arrows,
&c, The legend is, GERMANIA SERVATA, meaning, Germa-
ny saved. In Exergue, TURCIS AD ARRABONEM C(ESIS M.
DC, LXW. The Turks defeated by the Raab 1664.

LXXXL MEDAL.—Thc workmanship of this medal is
very unique and beautiful.  Amongst the many conditions
of pardon which Louis imposed on the popc to expiate the
crime of his guards, one was that the papal legate, Cardinal
Chigi should repair to Fontainebleau to present in person, to
the King, the cxcuses of the Vatican, On the medal we
sce the King and the Lcegate in his Majesty’s room seated
upon a sofa, The Legate, with the Cardinal’s hat on, reads
from a paper the conventional form of cxcuse. The legend
is, CORSICUNE FACINUS EXCUSATUM, In Lxerguc, LEGA-
TO A LATERE MISSO M, DG LX1v, Mecaning, Sazisfaction for
the Corsican attack, made by a legate a latere, 1664,

LXXXII, MebAL—Establishinent of manufactures,  Mi-
nerva is represented with tapestry &c., around her, the le-
gend reads; MINERVA LOCUPLETATRIX, meaning, T/ King-
dom enviched by the arts, of which Mincrva is the symbol.  In
Exerguc, ARTES INSTAURATE M. D.C. LXW,  The arts rees-
tablished. 1604.

LXXXIL.  MEDAL—The re-establishment of Navigation.
A vessel is represented in full sail.  The legend reads, Nav-
IGATIO INSTAURATA.—Navigation re-established 1663,

LXXXIV. MEDAL~—France already had commercial rcla-
tions of great importance with the West Indies. The King
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desired to extend also into the East the commerce of his
Kingdom. A colony was sent to Madagascar.  The medal
is bold in design and beautiful as & work of art.  The colo-
ny is represented, as among the ancients, by an ox. The
ox has a hump on his back like those scen in that Island.
He is beside a huge tree of a kind peculiar to that region.
The legend is;- COLONIA MADAGASCARICA; ie., Thie Colony
of Madugascar. In Lixcrgue ; 16658,

LXXNV.  MEDAL—The troubles during the ndinority, and
the many wars, placed some gentlemen in possession of pro-
perties they had no claim upon and gave them power to
play the tyrant on a small scale.  The King then cstablish-
cd a tribunal called les grands jours or *The Great Days,”
This Tribunal had exceptional and cxtraordinary powers to
deal with those Jand robbers,  On the Medal is Justice hold-
ing in one hand a sword and scales and by the other raising
a woman who represents the persccuted princess and who is
sitting by the wayside imploring protection.  The legend is;
PROVINCIE INJURHS  PO"ENTIORUNM  VINDICATE, which
means ; 7he Provinces delivercd from the oppression of the
Great.  In Lxergue the date 1666,

LXXXVL  MEDaL—After Peace was established the King
formed a great number of military companics,  This medal
is really an extraordinary piece of workmanship, It repre-
sents a whole company of Musketeers in review before the
King. The legend reads; DISCIPLINA MILITARIS RESTI-
TUYA; re-cstablishment of wmilitary diseipline. In Excrgue
the date 1666.

The four medals that follow are, in all likelihood, the best
designs of the whole scrics, of course from such a num-
ber of very beautiful picces of art it is difficult to choosc the
most perfect.  Like walking along a gallery of Art, each
painting scems the best of all until you meet the next one,
However, the works of an inferior artist can be casily distin-
guirhed from those of an Angelo, or a Domenichino al-
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though they may hang on the same wall. So with the
medals. They are all very beautiful but we consider these
four the most perfect,

LXXXVIL  MEDAL. —=The death of the Qucen’s Mother.,
The marriage of Louis XIII with the Infantine Anne the
daughter of Philip III, of Spain took place in 1612, For
23 years she had no children, Finally Louis the Great
was born.  She was regent during the minority, On the
medal is the Tomb over which rises a pyramid surmounted
by a crown and in its face is a picture of the Qucen. At
cither end of the Tomb is a scated figure, once represents
Religion holding on her knce the model of the Church of
Val de Grace which the Queen built,  The other represents
the science of government, holding a rudder and having her
foot on a globe. " The legend reads; ANNE AUSTRIACE
MATRI CALENDISSIM/E, mcaning ; that the King had this
medal stouck in honor of Ann of Austria his mother, the olject
of so much honor. In Excrgue; OBIT VIGESIMO JANUARI
M. D.C. LXVL  Died the 20th Fanuary 1666,

LXXXVIIL,  MEDAL—While France was in almost con-
stant war, and troubles assailed the coustry from end to end
literature was flourishing. Never has ¥rance scen, and per-
chance never will she again sce such an age of triumph as
that of the scveateenth century. Cn the obverse of this
medal a new figure of the King is represented.  Longer
hair and a more manly face distinguishes it from the former
stamp,  On the reverse we see the liberality of the King un-
der the form of a woman holding a cornucopia.  Four young
children represent the genii of the Four Arts.  Eloquence
holds a lyre; Poetry has a trumpet and a laurel wreath ;
Astronomy is micasuring a globe of the heavens; and FHis-
tory scated on a heap of books is writing. The legend is;
BoN(E ARTES REMUNERAT, meaning e fine Aris recom-
pensed.  In Exergue the date 1660.

CLXXXIV. MEbatL.—He established an academy of Arts.
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An assembly of men most learned in all the sciences, who
met twice cach week in the large hall of the Louvre to pro-
mote the interests of the country.  On the medal is Miner-
va secated; around her is a sphere, a skeleton, a furnace
scrolls of paper &e¢., &c,, representing Astronomy, Anato-
my, Chemistry, Geometry, Mechanics, Physics, and all the
other branches of knowledge.  The legend reads ; NATUROS
INVESTIGAN OGS ET PERFICIENDIS ARTIBUS ; and in Excergue,
REGIA SCIENTIARUNM ACADEMIA INSTITUTA M. LG LNV,
Mcaning ; Royal scademy of Scicnees, destincd to seck onr
nature's scerets and render perfect the Arts, 1666,

NCo MeEbat.—llelp sent to the Iollanders.  Pallas is
seen beside an altar covering Holland with a shicld on
which are the arms of FFrance.  The legend reads RELIGIO
FoEpERUM, meaning, Religious obscriance of treatics, In
Excergue: the words ; BATAVIS TERRA, MARIQUE DEFENSIS,
M. DG WXV Aolland vescued by land and by sea, 16606,

NClL MEDAL—A woman dressed as an American Indian,
at her feet a shield with England’s arms on it, and leaning
on a buckler Learing the arms of FFrance.  The legend is:
COLONIA FRANCORUM STABILITA ; meaning, The french colo-
ny established. In Lxergue: ANGLIS EX INSULA SaxcTi
CuRISTOPHOKT EXTURBATIS, M. DC, LXVL  The [Fnglish
chascd from the Isle of Saint Christopher 1666.

Having commented so fully on somce of the foregoing
medals we find it difficult to place any more within our
limited space.  So far we have given nincty-onc medals and
are consequently one third of the way through. Perchance
there is no more casy and more instructive means of render-
ing immortal the actions of any great man, than thus com-
memorating each event and handing down to posterity in
the form of medals the story, which if merely confined to
books would svon be lost,

Before closing this article we would desire to make a re-
mark, It scems very strange that we have so many persons
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of culture and cducation in Canada who are familiar
with many branches of antiquarian knowledge and yet
who never attempt to impart it to others, Why not give a
helpingh and tolsuch a magazine as the Antiquarian and so fill
its pages that instead of every threc months we may sce it
monthly? It is to be hoped that in the not distant future, a
good number of contributors will spring up.  Such a pub-
lication is a stone requisite in the construction of our grand
Canadian Nationality!

THE MAPPEMONDE OF SEBASTIAN CABOT.

HE library of Harvard College, in Gore Hall, has
recently been enriched with a photographic fac-
simile of the large map of the world in the Na-
tional Library in Paris, known as the map of

Scbastian Cabot.  This interesting memorial was discovered

in Germany, about the year 1844, in the house of a Bavarian

curate, and through the good offices of M. de Martius, was
in that year purchased for the Paris Library, It is a large
clliptical mappemonde, cograved on copper, 1 mctre 48 cen-
timetres in width, 1 metre 11 centimetres in height.  Along

cach side of the map—that is to say, outside the circle—is a

table 30 centimetres in width ; the first, on the left, inscrib-

cd at the head, Zabula Prima, and that on the right Tabula

Sccunda,  On these tables are 17 legendes, or inscriptions in

duplicate—that is to say, in Spanish and in Latin—printed

and pasted on the map.  Each legend in Latin immediately
follows the Spanish original and bears the same number,

Besides these 17 inscriptions there are five others in Spanish

which have no Latin exemplairs. The ancient map, com-

posed, as we shall see further on, in the year 1544, while

Cabot was yet living in Spain, contains geographical dcli-

neations of discoveries down to about that period. In re-

presenting the northeast coast of our continent, Newfound-
land is Lid down as a group of islands; and we easily recog-
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nize the River and Bay of St. Lawrence, Cape Breton, and
the Isle of St. John, The west coast of America is delineat-
cd as far north as latitude 35, California being arawn from
the welknown chart made the pilot Castillo, in 1541. To
the north of this, of course, is the unknown region ; for no-
body then knew certainly whether America and Asia were
one continuous continent, or were divided by straits, and the
conjectures of geographers were at variance,  But the interest
in this map centres principally in its inscriptions ; and, though
the most of these contain little of value in a geographical or
historical point of view, a few of them arce of special signifi-
cance,  The seventeenth inscription, by turning it into ling-
lish, reads as follows: “Scbastian, Captain and Pilot-Major
of his sacred Imperial Majesty, the Emperor Don Carlos, the
fifth of this name and the king our Lord, made this figure
extended on a plane surface, in the year of the birth of our
Saviour Jesus Christ, 1544, having drawn it by degrees of
latitude and longitude, with the winds, as a sailing chart, fol-
lowing partly I'tolemy and partly the modern discoverics,
Spanish and Portuguese, and partly the discovery made by
his father and himself @ by it you may sail as by a sea chart
having regaed to the variation of the needle,” &c, Then
follows a discussion relative to the variation of the ncedle
which Scbastian Cabot claimed to have noticed.  Here we
have the declaration that the map was made by Scbastian
Cabot, Pilot-Major of the Emperor Charles V., and in the
year 1544 at which time we know he was living in Spain
and held the office. And this is accompanicd by the state-
qent, that, in making the map, he was guided by the discov-
eries « [ his father, John Cabot and himsel.  luscription No
8 reads thus o This country was discovered by John Cabat
a Venctian, and Scebastian Cabot, hisson, in yearof our Lord
Jexus Christ, MCCCCXCIV [1494.] on the 24th Junc in the
morning, which land they called ‘prima vista’, and a large
Island adjacent to it they named the Island of St John they
discovered it on the same day,"&e.—Seidenee,
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TWO ANCIENT FORTS.
RUINS OF PREMISTORIC EARTHWORKS IN THE
MICHIGAN WOoODS,

HERE are two of these forts, and an examina-
tion of the upper one, which is situated on a
high bank ncar the river, and about twenty-
five fect above the water, showed the enclo-

surc to regular in form, round or rather oblong, the long-

est distance being north and south. The works consist of a

ditch and carth embanknment, which was found to be about

five hundred and twenty feet in circumference, and about
five fect from the bottom of the trench to the top of the em-
bankment, which appears to have been greatly reduced in
height by exposure to the clements, Inside the embank-
ment the ground is level save where trees grew, and. there
have been some large ones. There are four entrances to  this
enclosure, one facing cach of the cardinal points of the com-
pass, these entrances or gateways arc about wide enough to
admit the passage of a waggon. Instead of the trench being
completed around the entrance, and bridging the same it
terminates on cach side of the passage-way, where a narrow
strip  of ground appears not to have been disturbed. These
openings were undoubtedly protected by gates, On top of
the embankment was a rampart of logs with a palisade,

There can scarce be any doubt of this, as the remains of

charred wood are found in different parts of the cmbankment

On the right hand side of each passage-way leading out of

the embankment is higher than in other places. About cight

years ago the pinc timber here was cut off. By counting the
rings, or ycarly growth, on a pine stump which stood on the
cmbankment, it was found to contain 264, which togcther
with the eight ycars since the tree was cut, makes this work
at least 272 ycars old—long before the days of the Jesuit
misstonarics, or the first whites that history records, which
was in the year 1641—238 years ago. Thus it will be scen




134 THE CANADIAN  ANTIQUAKIAN

that the date of this work is anterior to the first permanent
English scttlement upon the American continent, and about
the day sof Qucen Llizabeth of England., The timber that
now stands within the surroundings has grown since the erec
tion of this fortification; for the trees found within this enclo-
sure and those surrounding appear to be of about the same
general size and age.  \Vithin about Go rods overlooking
this work, arc situated hills that risc perhaps 100 feet above
the surroundings, showing that the builders of the defence
did not expect artillery to be used against it.  The other
fort which is larger of the two, is situated three
miles further down theriver, and is much more impressive in
appearance,  Like the other this is situated near the river
on a slight eminence, and contains the same general charac-
teristics—{our entrances at right angles—north, south, cast
and west, IHere the ecmbankment in some places is ten feet
high, The circumference in this work is over one hundred
feet.  As in the other case, trees grew on the embankment,
and within the enclosure there was one above four feet in
diamcter.  In the contre of the western gateway stands a
large hemlock tree, and the surroundings are covered with
a thick heavy growth of timber,  One tree which had been
cut down ncar the edge of the enclosure was over four feet in
diamcter, and by counting the successive rings or circles of
wood was found to be 390 years old.  Farwell (Mich.) Register.
PROFIT ON COINAGI:

CONSIDERABLE source of profit to the United

States goverment is the amount of paper moncey,

and coin, which is never presented for redemption

Much of this is destroyed by fire.  Some of it is
buricd or hid in places known to no person alive. a large
quantity of the coin is melted to make sterling silverware,
Considerable amount of both paper money and coin are
exported, never to return. Not long ago a United  States
bond, issucd 1819, was presented at the sub-treasury in this
city.  The interest on it had ceased over fifty years.  Ithad




AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL 135

come back from Europe through Baring Brothers. The out-
standing principal of the public debt of the United States
last ycar was nearly $2,000,000,000, chicfly represented by
bonds and trcasury notes, It would be, of course impossible
tosay how much of this will never be presented for redemp-
tion, but some idea may be formed from the fact that $57,
G663 of it was issued so long ago that the date is not recorded,
it appears in the report as* old debt ” that may safely be
put down as profit.  There is an item of $82,525 of treasury
notes issued prior to 1846,  Some of them were issued nearly
fifty ycars ago, and will not in all probability, ever be pres-
ented for redemption.  One thousand one hundred and four
dollars of the Mexican indemnity of 1846 has never been

claimed. The last of the fractional currency was issucd
under the act of June 6, 1864 yct although ucarly twenty
years have clapsed $7, 077, 247 has not been presented  for
redemption.  Some of it is still used by banks and merchant
for transmitting small sums by mail. Several New York
banks have considerable sums of fractional currency which
they distributed for accommodation of their customers,

As to the coin the government derives a considerable profit
from it. Thesilver in 1000 silver dollars is on an average
about $803.75. The coinage of a silver dollar costs about
one and one quarter cents. The total costs of 1000
silver dollars to the goverment is thercfore $816.75.  Since
the organization of the mint in 1783 127, 190, 618 silver dol-
lars have been coined on which the government has receiv-
cd a profit of over $23,000,000.

In the same period $122, 758, 410 was coined into half dol-
lars, At the same rate of cost for coinage the government
profited $19, 395 769 on these. The total silver coinage
on the government since 1793, is $347, 766, 792, Estimating
the profit on the halves and quarters subsidiary coins at the
same rate as the dollars, the total profit reccived by the gov-
crnment on its silver coinage has been about  $64,000,000.
In the coinage of the five cent nickels the goverment reserved
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to itself theliberal profit of 50 percent,  This gave to the gov-
ernment last year a handsome revenuc of over $100,000
irom nickels alone.,  The wide margin between the intrin-
sic value of the five cent nickel and its face value led to ex-
treme counterfeiting.  Several years ago an assay was made
of some of the counterfeit nickels and it was discovered,
that the counterfeiters had put into their coin more valuable

metal than the government uses in making the genuine coins,
C - ¢ P o —— ——

NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN
SOCIETY OF MONTREAL.

112 usual monthly mectings of the Socicty have
been held regularly, with an average attendance
and many interesting facts in Canadian history
have been discussed. At the Annual Mecting

held in December, after routine business, the clection of

officers for the ensuing year was held over to an adjourned
mecting, which was duly held and the election proceeded
with, with the following result :—

Hox. P, J. O, Chaoveay, F.R.S.C. President,

Hox, JubGr Bary - - - - 18t Vice-President,
Hexky Moty - - - - 2nd Vice-President
J. A. Nurrer - - - - Treasurer.

A C Lyvvax - - - - Curator.

RoswiLL C, Lyaan - - - Scereary.

Editing Committee :—I1. MorT, J. A, NUTTER, and, A.
L.AROCQUL,
e et
EDITORIAL,

i regret to make an appearance with another
apology to our Subscribers for a delay in the
issuc of the present number, but for various rea-

sons it has been impossible to publish it carlier;
rather than have any further delay we close with a few
pages short off our usmal limit, which will be given in our
next issue,
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