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CHARACTER OF THE LATE MRS WILSON, OF BOMBAY.

[FOR THE CANADIAN CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.]

Mrs, Wilson was the wife of Dr. Wilson, of
Bombay, and the daughter of the late Rev.
Kenneth Bayne, of Greenuck, in Scotland.—
Her life, which has been written by her hus-
band, is a noble tribute to the memory of one
-of the best of wives. It is not, howeve, our
intention at present, for reasons which it is not
-necessary to state, to give anything like a foll
review of this work. Suffice it to say, that
the memoiris written with ability. The mate-
rials are arranged with much ingenuity.  The
style is simple, clear and energetic.  The work
has been so favorably received in Burope, that
it has already gone through several editions.—
We regret that it is as yet but little known in
America. One muin object of thisarticle is, to
induce persons of taste and piety, to become
possessed “of a work replete with instruc-
tion, and which caunot fail in effording to such,
the richest gratification. We hardly know
any book that can be read with greater advan-
tage by those already engaged in missionary
labor, or such as are looking forward to this
sacred employment. All female missionarics
ought to read the memoir with the greatest
care. To suchit is literally invaluable. For
next to the character of their Divine Master,
and his immediate Apostles, we do not know
what character, in the whole range of Church
History, they can study with more advantage
than that of Mrs. Wilson. Christian Mission-
aries, distinguished for their piety 2nd their la-
bors have, in several instances, contributed by
their bright example, to revive religion through-

out the visible Church. In this way they have
possibly been as great benefuctors to the Cins-
tian as to the heathen world. There can be
no question that the memairs of Brunerd and
Martyn have tended to purity and warm many
hearts,—have excited professars of rehgion to
greater diligence and self-demal, and have con-
tributed in no small degree in fortng the cha-
racter of nota few who have becume useful
ministers at home, or valuable misstonaries ef
the cross in heathen lands, T'he amount of
good which eminent christians are the means
of accumplishing, is not to be measured by the
were product of tueir actnal labor.  Therr ca-
reer may be short, or the difficulues wiich they
have to encounter may be such as to prevent
them achieving much ; but their patience, futh,
love, self-denial and perseverance, way in their
short carcer have been vividly brought mto
view, and these graces may just have been the
more strikingly displayed by the very difficul-
ties which embarrassed and reiarded them in
their work, and which not unfrequently render-
cd their labors abortive in the eyes of those
who du not see the end from the beginning, It
was not so, however ; they lived to God, and
though dead, they yet speak, and tne lessons
they utter are invaluable (o the christiun world.

Weshall merely atiempt a few strictures on
ihe character of Mrs, Wilson. Fhese, al-
though imperfect, may afford some pleasure to
such as love io coniemplate the finer specimens
of christiun and inielicciual worth,

Although education cannot confer talents, 1t
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has a tendency, as every one knows, to give to
the original powers of mind, a degreec of
strength and grace, which they otherwise ne-
ver could possess. Mrs. Wilson’s education
appears to have accomplished all this in a high
degree. She was indeed, in the fullest sense,
an educated woman. Her learning was ex-
tensive, solid and uscful, Such an education
as this is by no means commonly furnished in
our fashionable seminuries, It is true, female
education has for some time past been undergo-
ing-a very salutary change. There is still,
however, abundant room for improvement,—
The great object hitherto, both with parents
and teachers, has been, to quicken the second-
ary powers of mind, and give a high polish to
the surface of character. 1t is sufficient to say,
of such & plan of education, that it is both me-
taphysically and morally wrong. It is neither
fitted to call into action the native elements of

the mind, nor does it furnish motives of suffi-

cient strength cither for bearing the trials, or
for performing the duties to which women ure
especially called, in the various relations oflife.
The rcsources-pf the hhma&imnd can be deve-
Iopcd only by'#* thoroughly intellectual train-
ing. Solid information, and christian princi-
plcs can alone invigorate and properly direct
these powers “when called into action. Not
that cultivation of fancy,—for itis rather this
than taste,—and the acquisition of the lighter
graces are entircly uscless. Much of the hap-
piness of social life depends upon things ab-
stractedly of little value. Minds of refinement
feel sensibly the want of ornament ; yet merc
ornament cannot satisfy persons of sound
judgments and just moral perceptions. What
is real and solid, aud in the proper sense, use-
ful, must form the basisof character ; and just
for this plain reason, that qualities of this sort
can only be of essential service in life. And
surely it cannot be affirmed, that those who are
destitute of substantial excellence, canbein a
rational sense, objects of interest, love or
esteem.

Nor should it be overlooked that the educat-
ing of the secondary powers does but imperfect-
ly cultivate what is properly called taste. On
this matter a great deal of error and miscon-
ception prevail in society. 'With many, refine-
ment of taste will, in truth, be found to be but
sickliness of imagination. Weakness is mis-
taken for refinement, and a morbid sensitive-
ness for delicacy of fecling.  While 1t not un-
frequently happens, that the cultivation of the
secondary powers produces an affectation of

‘ilson, of Bombay.

character which, as it but poorly hides, so it
never fails to increase the depravity of the
heurt. Persons distinguished for this sensi-
tiveness or affectation, have often as little
claim to genuine taste as they have to good
sense and sincere piety ; and are indeed as in-
capuble of relishing the higher productions of
mind, or admiring honestly what is beautiful or
grand in natureas they are of ministering
comfort in the hovel, in which sickness and po-
verty languish. In fact, 2ducution must reach
the understanding and conscience, before the
heart can be improved. What we desiderate
then, in female education, is the substantial, as
well as the ornamental,—a thorough training
of the thinking powers ; so that young minds
shall see things as they really are, and shall
realize vividly at every point, their obligation to
to the various duties which they owe to God
and their fellow-creatures.

If we are to judge by the fruite of her mind,
as wdll as from what is stated in the memoir,
Mrs. Wilson’s education must have embraced all
that is needful, to give to the female character
vigour, purity and embellishment. Although
she enjoycd all the advantages of the best pub-
lic seminaries, yet there is ubundzmt reason for
concluding, that her demestic advantages were
those to which she was mainly indebted for the
developement of her peculiar excellencies, She
was blessed in parents remarkable for their pie-
ty, social worth, good sensc and intellectual
endowments. It was unquestionably urder
the parental roof, that this excellent woman, as
well as other members of the family, acquired
those lofty sentiments, that sincere love of
truth and ardour of feeling, which through the
divine blessing have been of so much ser-
vice in the Church of Christ. Her father was
a man of genuine piety and of great vigour of
mind ; and as he was peculiarly careful in edu-
cating his daughter, there can beno doubt, that

under God, to him she was chiefly indebted for-

those acquirements which made her the most
accomplished femdle missionary of modern
times. Little do parents know to what extent
their goodinstructions may reach. Millions may
have been directly benefitted by the precious
jessons which have been taught around the
hearth of one godly family, It were well if
all parents would deeply ponder how much
Providence in giving them children, has com-
mitted to their care ; and how little indeed can
‘be done for the young, by out-door appliances,
if domestic education be neglected.

Mrs. Wilson’s cducation seems to have been
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so thorough, that every power of the mind ap-
pears to have been cultivated with equal care
This uniform culture of all the
powers, gives to the mind the fullest advan-
tage for producing fruit. When she began to
read and think for herself,—and this was ata
very early period,—her active mind took in a
wide range, and gathered information with
wonderful avidity from almost every source.—
Such a mind soon collects materials out of
which the wealth of wisdom is cxtracted. But
not satisfied with an intimateacquaintance with
the common and popular branches of know-
ledge, and that sort of information which ordi-
nary minds may by diligence acquire, she turn-
ed her attention to these severer kinds of learn-
ing, which are supposed, in their higher depart-
ments at least, to belong exclusively to a select
circle of literary men, To the higher meta-
physics, mathematics, astronomy, and other
kindred subjects, did she devote herself with
such ardour and ability, as to have made very
high attainments at a comparatively early pe-
riod of life. This keen attention to science
was afterwards regretted by her, asshethought
it interfered with her spiritual duties, and the
exercise of her christian affections. The bal.
ance, when disturbed in such a mind, is soon
righted. It was righted in her mind, as we
think, not by loving science less, but by loving
the Saviour more. The throne of her affec~
tions she gave to her Redeemer,—the fruits of
her genius and labours shelaid at his feet. Yet
doubtless her intimate acquaintance with the
abstract sciences invigorated her mind, and
enabled her to think and write with a degree of
perspicuity towhich she otherwise might never
have attained. Intimately acquainted with
English literature, in the legitimate sense of
that pregnant phrase, and having mastered se-
veral ancient and modern languages, she was
cnabled to draw with facility on all the grand
sources of wisdom. And possessing the most
ardent thirst for all sorts of information, it is
not wonderful that she should have acquired &
great mass of varied and useful knowledge.—
Her knowledge was so completely digested,
that every part of it had becometraly her own,
while the whole was so thoroughly systematized

that it seemed to lie all at once under the eye
of her intellect, so that she could at any mo-
ment command whatever was required for ar-
gument or illustration. Yet she was far too
humble, and may we not add, too learned, cver
to make any formal display of her acquirements.

Hence her learning is never obtruded on the

reader’s notice, yet it is ever visible ; he meets
with it in every paragraph, and finds it often in
the most incidental allusions, Certain proof
this, in either speaker or writer, of an active
and weli turnished mind. It is not the exag-
geration of praisc to aftirm, that few women
have ever possessed a richer stock of know-
ledge, nor do we know any female author that
has thought more profoundly, or has writien
with greater force-and beauty. Oneis at no
loss to perceive, that this accomplished female
was not only 1ndebted to the sacred volume for
the peculiar grandeur of her sentiments, but
also in a great degree for the singular clegance
of her style.

Her letters,~—and the greater part of the me-
moir is made up of these,—ure the most inter-
esting productions of the kind with which we
are acquainted. They possess all the ease and
simplicity of epistolary composition, with all
the precision and strength essential to the cla-
borate treatise. Indeed many of her letters are
fimshed treatises, in which somc interesting
topic is taken up, and very fully discussed ; yet
while the reasoning is close, and the conclusion
irresistible, there is nothing of technicality, and
extremely little didactic stiffuess.  Let those
who regard with contempt,—the contempt can
hardly be too strong,~that mass of inanity by
which our hterature is disgraced, under the ti-
tle of epistolary correspondence, read with can-
dour the letters in this work, and theywill hard.
Jy fail to come to the conclusion, that in what
form soever persons of piety and genius choose
to express their sentiments, they are alwavs
instructive and entertaining.

It is genius that can nloue give to any work
a high and- durable interest. But as merc
learming is not intellect, so learning and intel-
lest together will not constitute genius.  The
capacity to produce great and original senti-
ments, to place these in a new and striking
light,—or to form vast and beneficial undertak-
ings,~—to point out the way bywhich these may
be accomplished, deniands indeed a rare combi-
nation of mental elements. This combination
is genius. Learning may help to bring the
fruit to maturity, hut the seeds of genius must
be implanted in the mind by the Creator. Mrs.
Wilson possessed all the elements essential to
genius.  Her understanding was active and
powerful, her memory retentive, her fancy cre-
ative, and her affections pure and ardent. The
few specimens of her poetry which have been
_given to the.world, possess the various attri-
“butes which are considered peculiar to the lofu
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est sort of verse. The piece on the death of
her father is distinguished by justness of con-
ception, pathos and sublimity, which remind
one strongly of somne of the best passages in
Thomson or Pollok.

But nct less from her prose than frem her
poetiy, it may be warrantably inferred, that had
she given herself up cntircly to literary pur-
suits, she would have secured a high rark
among the writers of her age. Those who
question this, have either not read what she has
written, or have formed a very imperfect con-
ception of the depth and originality of her
mind, But she chose a fur different and a fur
more noble task. And who that loves the souls
of their fellow men, and desires the advance-
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom, does not re-
joice, that this gifted woman chose rather to
devote Ler great powers to the instruction of
the depraved and pagan daughters of Hindostan
than to afford merc literary entertsinment to
the polite readers of Europe. 1lad she devoted
herself to the interests of the litter, she wight
have sccured their admiration, and the furmner
would probably never have heard of her name,
~uanzme now respected in India, and at no
distant day to be rvgarded as one of the most
sacred,—when ecastern mothers shall teach
their daughters to lisp the language of grati-
tude over the graves of those who were the
means of carrying to that heathen land the
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.  To see
a female of the most polished tastes and lofty
attainments, fur yeurs guing through the drudg-
ery of a common sckouly and laboring incessani-
ly to imbue the minds of some hundreds of
heathen girls with the pure truths of the gos-
pel, is a sight of far decper interest, than tosce
her crowned with literary honors.

But although Mrs. Wilson was not a pro-
fessional writer for the public, yet she has writ-
ten a good deal in which the christian public
must ever tuke a li.cly interest.  But whether
she wrote fur Hindoos or Europeans, her simple
uim seewns to have buen, the glory of Godn
the good of her fellow-creatures. Those who
wrice for huinan applause, seck but the gratifi-
cativn of tleir own vanity, and prostitute the
talents with which they are entrusted. If this
be not less ciiminal in men, it is assuredly more
louthsome in the other sex., 'We would not be
thought iasensible to the great good which has
beeua accomplishied through the press, by some
women of gemus.  Our langnage has been po-
lishel, our stock of thought increased, and the
better feclings of the heart not a little improved

by this class of writers, Yet while there are
many subjects on which women may write with
much advantage to all classes, and in no way
compromise any one feminine grace, it is pluin,
there are topics, and not a few, as forcign to
their character, as the pro‘ession of arms, or
the pursuits of navigation. Nor will it be hastily
denied, that a fondness for authorship may have
u tendencey to create indifferency to the claims
of domestic life, and may prove extremely inju-
rious to meekness, delicacy and retiring modes-
ty,~—excellencies which no woman ought for a
woment to put in peril. But she has done
more than to put these in peril, who manifests a
greater anxiety to sccure the compliments of
her Reviewers, than the good opinion of her
husband ; and is more cast down at the neglect
of tle public, on the appearance of her new
work, than by the loss of domestic affection.
Vanity under any form 1s bad. But the vanity
that lives on popularapplause, or greedily seeks
this, i3 the curse of domestic happiness, and
will ascuredly ruin all the amiuble graces in
any mind.

The individnal whose characier we are at-
templing to delineate, was not more remarka-
ble fir the lofty attributes of her mind, than
for the tender and amiable graces of her heart.
It we admire the greatness of her attainments,
her moral courage, perseverance and firmness,
we are not less delighted with her tenderness,
meckness, paticnce and simplicity.  While her
socicty was courted, and her talents admired,
by persens of the greatest distinction, she was
meck and humble as a little child. And when
disappointed in her efforts to do good, oppressed
with labors, and vexed and grieved with the
sins and follies of others, her gentleness was
scarcely ruffled, and her love suffired no decay.
What destroys the superficial graces in world-
ly minds, but tended to give to the graces of
this pious woman additior:l freshness and
beauty. Itis easy to labour in the midst of
difiicultics, and draw from pride, the worst of
passions, a stimulus to perseverance ; but no-
thing short of heavenly principles can preserve
all the tender affections infull and healthy play,
when labors of benevolence and charity have to
be gone through, with a suffering frame, a per-
plexed mind, and the endurance of neglect and
scorn from those we wish to serve. This has
indeed been but once, or in one character, per-
fectly exemplified. ¢ Ye duughters of Jerusa-
lem, weep not for me but for yoursclves and
your children,” was the language of *he blessed
Jesus, when feeble with scourging, pierced with
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the crown of thorns, and weary under his cross.
And while he hung on that cruss, in unspenka-
ble agony, he miinisters comfurt to a dying
penitent, and prays for his murderers. The
compassion of the Savivur, was indeed divine ;
and strictly speaking, no une can ever manifest
such tenderness as he imanifested. Neverthe-
less, ali his prople resemble him in this, 0s well
asin all other graces. As Mrs. Wilson pus-
sessed much of the spirit of her Master, she
resembled Him in his meekness, patience and
love.

Her heart indeed literally overfloned with
love. Iler admiration of natural scenery,which
was extremely ardent, was but a mode of the
holy passion of love as it existed in her bo-
sogl.  She loves all that is beautiful, for in
every beautiful feature of nature she sees a ray
of the divine glory, or a beam of her heavenly
Father's goodness.  1ler affection fur her rela-
tives was uncommonly intense. The letter un
the death of her sisters, and that written on
her own death-bed to her children, have, we
doubt not, drawn tears from the eyes of many
readers. In these touching picces, one isat a
loss whether most to admire the writer’s faith,
her love, or her wisdom. For the periching
heathen her Jove was such “that many waters
could not quench it.” It wasliterally “stronger
than death.” For in the hour of death she
prays.earnestly for their conversion ; she urges
her excellent husband to labour for this, and
almost with her last words consecrates her
children to the missionary work. Here indeed
was the love of the saints,—somewhat of that
which angels feel, when they rejoice over
the conversion of sinners,

We confess, that we delight to dwell on the
fine combination of the seveier virtues, with
the amiable graces, which renders the charac-
ter of this good woman so pregnant with in-
struction, and such an excellent model for imi-
tation, What is great inintellect may competl
our admiration ; but it is the heart full of af-
fection, that can alcne secure our love and
esteem. No atiainments in afemale canatone
for the want of this. Without tenderness, her
character is not only defictive, but Juathsume
and frightful. Tenderness of heart is the glusy
of woman. It is true, the high and severe ele-
ments of mind, are sumetimes possessed by
men who have little amiability or gentleness.
If such persons do good, the sphere of their
operations must not be among the frailties of
humanity. To be greatly good, decmands not
less tenderness than force of mind. Without

the gentle and lowly graces, & man is no other-
wise great, than @ barren mountain or desert,
—it is elevation without beauty, and magnitude
without fertinty,

The intell.gent christian can be at no loss in
accounting fur the gentle graces m this devot-
cd servant of Guod.  Her heart was warmed,
and every affection elesated, by the love of the
Saviour. Ier excellencies were just the gra-
ces of God's spirit.  ‘I'he hypocrite and forma-
List are alike strangers to the work of the Spi-
rit.  While-the man whose religion has taken
but a feeble hold of his mind, can hardly go
further than just to adunt the great truth, and
somelimes express & quivesing hope tnat he
may yet know more of it. Something altoge-
ther superior to this is felt, and joyfully con-
fessed by those who walk closely with God,
and exercise strong furth in theSaviour. The un-
derstanding of such is enligh.encd, and the heart
in the noblest sense, regenerated. Inthe lan-
guage of scripture,the heart becomes the temple
of the Holy Ghost. The 1mage of God 1s restor-
ed to the soul. Sucha heart must be truly
the abode of all that is noble in senument,—for
the truth of God is there; and of all that 13
lovely in feeling,—for the love of God 1s there.
But this love is not only a refining, it1salso an
animaiing principic. The soul not only ac-
quires moral beauty from it, but motives, for
the nght employment of all its powers.

If we can oniy act from motives, and just in
proportion to their influence, then assuredly
the christian possesses means for action, such
as uther men never can possess. ¢ The love
of Christ constrains him.” This is the grand
motive. Regeneration fits the soul for feeling
its force.  And were the love of the Saviour
fully realized, 1t could not fall, but bring every
faculty of the mind under its influence. Alas !
let it not be usked, how then is it, that many
christiuns do so liztie for their Redeemer? ls
the mighty motive nct influencing them? Are
they not fitted for feehing its influence 2 Pain-
ful questions these ; yet very neediul tobe put
tu those whose religion 1s but @ name. In their
formality, and in our feeble and low christiani-
ty, the just svlution will be found. For true
it is, that the love of the Saviour is the grand
motive to duty, as his love to us is the grand
support under trials. The unspeakable toils,
seli~denial, and joyful submission under suffer-
ings, which have distinguished many christian
missionaties, but no cne mere than Mrs. Wil-
son, were the proofs and splendid demonstra-
tivn of the power of the Saviour’s fove over the
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human heart, Andif we are to judge by the re-
sults, how ardently must this excellent woman's
heart have burned with love to the Saviour, Yes;
and this fully accounts tor the maturity of ker
graces, her wonderful labours, her patience un-
der suffering, and her triumph in death. In

The General Assembly's Five Schemes.

fine, we regard the wemoir as furnishing one
of the finest specimens of the chnistian charac-
ter. It gives decisive proofy 1f proof were -
needed, what religion can accomplish in tho
buman mind, and what the mind is capable of;
when fully under the influence of religion,

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S FIVE SCHEMES.

In the last number of the Cunadian Exam-
tner, we gave an analysis of the'contents of
the Record for the month of September. The
number for October month is now before us,
and we shall therefore procced to submit to our
readers such extracts as appear most interest-
ing and worthy of notice.

EpucaTtion.—The following is from a paper
written by the Rev. Mr. Clerk, of Duirnish, in
Skye, on the state of education in the High-
lands of Scotland :—

« The Educational Statistics of the Iligh-
lands, which were laid before the public some
years ago, by the General Assembly’s Educa-
tion Committee, disclosed the melancholy fact,
that there were in that part of the lkingdom,
80,000 individuals, that is, one-fifth of the
whole population, so ignorant as to be unable
to read or write; and notwithstanding the
many efforts which have been made of late to
diffuse knowledge over that dark territory, I
fear that an accurate inquiry would still show
the same deplorable amount of ignorance to
exist. But what I would wish to be particu-
larly noticed is, that they who are taught to
read, (and thus classed by many as educaled,)
receive only a very scanty measare of informa-
tion, whileintellectual and moral training is ut-
terly unknown to them.

« Now, assuredly it is the duty of cvery
christian, and of every patriot, to use his best
endeavors for rescuing the rising and future
generations from this worst of thraldoms—igno-
rance,—for saving them from perishing through
¢ lack of knowledge ;' and I trust the following
remarks on the causes of ignorauce in the
Highlands, and on the best means of removing
it, may have the effect of directing still more
attention to the subject than hasbeen hitherto
bestowed upon it.

«The two most obvious causes which retard
education in the Highlands, are the scarcity
and inefficiency of schools.

« 1t is evident to any one at all acquainted
with the country, that very many more schools

than are at present in operation, are necessary,
tor placing the means of education within the
reach of its inhabitants.  In the parish of’ Ach-
aracle, where the population is only 2000, thero
are nearly 200 children to whom a school is in-
accessible,  1n the parish of Duirnish, where
the population is little more than 8000, there is
an equal number similarly situated ; and while
I give these as individual instances, Tam well
aware that I might quote scores of vther par-
ishes which are not in any measure more favo-
rably circumstanced.

“\When I speak of the ¢nefficiency of High-
land schools, I by no means bring a eharge
against any class of their teachers, and least of
all against the teachers on the Assembly’s
scheme, who, considering the many difficulties
by which they are surrovnded, deserve the very
highest praise for industry and patient devoted-
ness to the duties of their calling., But they
are placed in circumstances which render the
labors of the ablest teacher comparatively una-
vailing.”

The following is an important testimony in
behalf of education, as tending to the improve-

ment of man’s physical lot. :—

«If the people were educated, they would
discover many avenues to comfort and indepen-
dence which their ignorance now shrouds from
their view. They would improve their cir-
cumstances in their own land, or they would
seek other lands where it would be casier to
do so. I was struck with what one of my pa-
rishioners, a poor, but very shrewd man, said
to me lately on this subject. I was urging
him to send his children to school. He replied,
that ift he were to give them “earning,’ they
would zoon go away and leave him ; that all
the young menin the country who had got
¢ learning, went to the south, or ‘beyond the
seas,’ and their parents had no more pleasure in
them. The first purt of his remark is perfect-
fectly true. If the Highlanders were educated,
they would go the south, and ¢beyond the
seas ;” they would go north and south, east and
west, in search of a livelihood, and they would
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gpeedily rise to comfort. This is o considera-
tion well deserving the attention of our politi-
cal economists—of’ all true philanthropists.”

It appears from this valueble paper, which
we would have willingly presented antire
to our readers, had space allowed, that the Re-
man Catholics arc beginning to do what they
can to exclude knowledge from the people j—
but we trust the times of ignorance are fust
passing away, The friends of scriptural edu-
cation are much indebted to Mr. Clerk, for the
information he has given as to the destitntion
of his countrymen. The disense must be dis-
covered before a remedy will be applicd,—and
he is the true patriot who thus acts.

Forriex MissioNs.—A letter has been re-
reived from Dr. Dufl; Calcutta, of date 6th
July, 1840 :~

« My brethren and myself;” he says, ¢ are
delighted to learn, that such a man of Ged as
Dr. Braidwood has been appointed to a station
so large and worthy of being cultivated as
Madras ; and by means so fravght with fruit-
ful promise to our church and nation, and
through them to a benighted worid. The great
worlk is ore, however widely scattered the la-
bourers may be ;—the field is one, being the
world ;—the soil is one, being the human heart
universally diseased ;—and the Master whom
we serve Is one, being at once God, our Crea-
tor, Precerver and Redeemer. But while we
thus do rejoice with all our heart at such an
appointment, we cannot help reminding you
that this is not only the first, but as yet, oy far
the largest and most advanced station—a sta-
tion therefore imperatively demanding a pro-
portionably large number of labourers. We
plead for the appointment of at least one addi-
tional labourer to the Culcutta station. And
the woes and the miscries of the surrounding
heathen—daily obtruded on our senses—will
not suffer us to relinquish the appeal, till the
people of Scotland allay our importunitics by
the presentation of another colleague to this
huge overgrown parish of Calcutta and Bengal,
with its thirty millions of immortal souls.

¥ * * » e * #

¢ On the Subbath morning I meet with 20
or 80 of the most advanced youths, at six
o’clock. Our theme is the book of the Pro-
phet Isaish. So intensely interested do they
become, and so rivetted is their attention, that
it is often ten o’clock before we can scparate.
3y colleagues, too, have their private meetings
with different cections of the young men. In
these more private as well as_public ways, is
divine truth continually poured into the minds
of numbers who receive it into a soil which has
been greatly cleared of the jungles of supersti-
tion, idolatry, and prejudice. And shall the
seed be thus sown in vain? Oh ! Eternal Spi-
sit, take thou of the things of Christ, and show

them with life-giving efficacy. to these youthfuly
opening and ingenuous minds | What a plea-
sure ! how inexpressible ! to be even able to
pour out ane’s whote heart and mind into the
hearts and minds of others born and brought up
amid the abominations of u detestable idolatry!
especiully when it is a heart and mind prayer-
fully desirous of breathing nought but what
accords with the mind of the Spirit of God !—
Oh, there are fine touches und images in holy
writ, which at times seem to kindic into fire
the cold apathy of the Hindu, and solten into
tenderness his hardened caste-bound besom !
And nowhere more copiously than in the Pro-
phet Isaiah. The reading of o portion of the
1lindu Vedas,—which I sometimes do in Eng-
lish on the Sunday morning,~presents so
strange & contrast to the noble strain of the
Hebrew prophet, thatit serves as a dark back-
ground to enhance the brilliance of the fair and
beauteous colours of divine truth ; and thus be-
cumes a resistless species of internal evidence
to magnify the unrivalled claims of Gou’s holy
oracles, Yesterday morning I happened to
read to those present, the sublime representa-
tions of Isaiah and other inspired penmen, of
Gud as the Creator, summoning all things out
of nothing into being, and thereby throwing an
impassable gulf between the Creative source
and the thing created. Tarning next to one
of the best of the Hindu Vcdas,? thence read
the account of the Supreme Being. After re-
presenting him (7. e. Brahm) as ¢ without ori-
gin, colour or magnitude—as everlasting, all.
pervading, omnipresent,” 1t is added, that ¢ it
is he whom wise men consider as the origin of
the universe ;” that ¢in the same way as the
cobweb is produced andabsorbed by the spider,
as vegetables proceed from the earth, and hair
and nails from animete creatures, so the uni-
verse proceeds from the Eiernal Being. Here
the creature is so palpably set forth asan educ-
tion or emanation from the very substance of
the supposed Crealor, that the two are imper-
ceptibly blended and cunfounded. All seemed
instinctively to raise their hands in amazement
at the contrast thus furnished between the Bi-
ble and the Hindu Shastras’ representations of
the Supreme Being. But it would require
whole sheets to record the exercises of a few
hours. IFor the present therefore 1 must fors
bear. If such notices prove at all acceptable,
they may besupplied in abundance,”

A letter from the Brethren at Bombay has
been received. They are still assiduous in
their work of preaching the gospel to the Hea-
thens around them. DMIr. Mitchell, who, with
Dr. Wilson had procceded on a Missionary
tour to the north of Bombay, met at Dees, a na-
tive of the name of Narotum, who had been
converted to the faith of the gospel through
the instrumentality of some tracts given him
six years ago by a soldier, This case ix inter.



ne The General sembly's Five Schemes.

esting, as showing the silent progress of the
Gospel in India:—

«Fe had since then read the Scriptures in
Guojarathi, reflccted, and prayed; he had ecar-
nes.ly sought fur o teacher, and Providence had
thrown in his way a convert of the Scrampore
Mission, who was employed as a catechist.
Nurotum's doubts were soun confirmed 1nto
conviction that 1linduism was o fuble ; that
Christinnity, so far as he knew it, was altoge-
ther worthy of Gud; and with these impres-
sions did this Hindu, in a place 1ar remote from
any Christizns who could hold converse with
him, and teach hitn more perfectly, openly ab-
jure Hiniuism, and assume the chaincter of o
Christian Phagaty, or devoice. lie devoted
himseif to reading the Scriptures, and giving
instructions, so tar as he knew the truth, in the
doctrines of Chr.stinmty. He has, as he -
formed us, upwards of one Imndred hearers, or
persuns whon he insiructs, in various places at
Deesa, und the country adjacent; and abuut
seven who are fully convinced of the folly of
Hinduism, and the escellence of the religion
contained in the beok or Holy Scriptutes. Dr.
Wilson is much interested in Narotuw’s cases
and will wriie, I doubt not, a full account ot all
the particulurs.  All that we saw of him was
frvourable; and the truth of the leading points
of Ius history which he gave, has receved
abundant cunfinmaton on our farther mquiries.
A case like this is inteiesting, not only from
the hopes which it warrants our forming re-
gard.ng Narowm himself and his followers, but
as it encourages the beliet that there may be
many siintlar Instances, in which, unperceived
by vs, the Divine Word may be working like
Icaven in the wass of the Hindu popusation;
and 1t is interesting, from the resemblance it
bears to some occurrences during the spread of
the Gospel in early ages. Undoubiedly it 1sa
loud catl on zll who disseminate copies of the
Seriptuies, and religious bouks, *to thank God
and take courage. Even should some errone-
ous omnions be embraced by those who 1ead
religious books, where there is no living teach-
er to explain them,—and this may very possibly
take place,—such involuntary 1gnorance 1s
teachable ; and uliogether unlike that wilful
blindness that hateth the truth, and warreth
againstit, Nurotum himself had adopted somne
erroneous views. He was like Apollos, who
was “fervent in spirit, and taught diligently
the things of the Lord, knowing only the bap-
tism of John.” He 1equired to hear the way
of God expounded to him more perfecily; and
he most readily and gladly listened to that ex-
position. All our Chiistian brethren in Bom-
bay are interested in the facts I have mention-
ed, and you may depend on hearing the re-
suit of our farther inquiries. May the teach-
ing of the Holy Spirit be richly communicated
to Narotum and his friends; and may they be
the first fruits of an abundant harvest in the
wide regions where they dwell!”

Another Missionary, Mr, Braidwood, has
been ordained for the Madras station. He is
to be supported by the Edinburgh Theological
Students, T'he ordination took place in St.
Andrew’s Church on the 8rd of lust month-—
and Mr. B. has since embatked for India. The
following is copied from a letter received from
Mr.  Auderson, at Madras:—

“'I'he troubles to which I alluded in my let-
ter to you of May last, have happily almost
blown over; though our loss has been conside-
rable. This ¢ sh:ffcing,’ as usual, has proved a
winnowing time: and has shown us how the
difficulties tell on our best youths, and those of
the greu est promize. This fiery trial for them
has, we trust, deepened their convictions, and
sensibly taught them what it is to give up all
for Christ. It has shut us more simply up to
God’s purpose and grace; and has made us
painfully feel how utterly powerless we are in
what can only be wrought by the miglity power
of God. Slanders on every side, fulschouds and
monstrous lies in regard to us and wur schouls,
were published in the native newspupers, to
turn the penple against us, and to frighten
away our monitors. Bt God has confounded
these councils, and turned them into fuolish-
ness. Ve are again nearly as strong as we
were in the middle of March,  Upwaids of two
hundred in.cresting your g immor.als are again
within our infl .ence daily; and, wi h only two
exceptions our monitars arc all agam at their
posts. ® * * * This is our great strength, as
well as consolmion, that our blessed Master,
Christ, is invested with all power in hieaven and
in earth; and His glorious Word is not enly
fitted to stir, from its lowest depths, the mind
of the Hindoo, to elevate his sentiments, and to
call forth his noblest sympathies, but sharply
to pierce his conscience, aud to suve his immor-
tal soul. The lunger we try the Bible, it be-
comes dearer and deatertrrs, * * ¥ &

R. C. Naurainsawmny, our monitor at Con-

jeveram, has entered the public service in the-

Zillah of Chingleput, as a deputy translator.
He was with us last Sabbath, and is still under
our influence. Another of vur youths is at pre-
sent teaching the schoc! there, which is going
on very prosperously. A school-house is erect-
ingy, which will cost us 1,000 rupees. Mr,
Freere, the collector, kindly granted the ground,
in a benutiful central sput, upon condition of
our paying to Government one rupec per an-
num. We expect the house to be finished
before the monsoon sets in.

Caurcy Exrtension.—Unde: this head, we
find it intimated that the 11th of October had
been appointed for a collection in behalf of this
fund throughout Scotland. It appearsthat210
new churches had been projected—but of these
only 152 have been brought into existence.
The remaining 58 are still outstanding.—And
to finish thess, the Committes solicit the sup
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port of the Christian public, The Committee’s
attention contiues to be directed to the spiri-
tual destitution of the people in diverse paris of
the country.  T'he two following cases may be
taken as specimens :—

« Callernish and Breasklet in the parish of
Uig. ~The parish of Dig 1s 30 miles long by
12 broad, Tue district which i is propused to
erect into & gepara‘e parish, with its additional
church, contains a population of 1252, and ex-
tremely poor. The nearcst of these ure sepa-
rated from the present parish church by an in-
terval of fifteen miles, 12 of which are across
an arm of the sea ; the most remote not less
than 20 miles.

« Carloway, in the parish of I.ochs. The
parish of Lochs is 85 miles long by 13 broad,
and containe 3432 inhabitants.  The district of
Carloway has a population of 1100, who are at
the disiance of 20 miles frum their parish
church.”

New Churches have been opened in the pa-
rish of Bunhil, and in Camelon in the parish of
Falkirk., The foundation-stone of a new
Church at the Greenhead of Glasgow has been
laid by Mr. Collins, in presence of the Direct-
ors of the Church-building Saciety and others.
It ¢ is intended to supply in part the deficiency
of the weans of religious instruction and pas-
toral superintendence in the populous suburbs
of Mile End and Calton, and is the tenth new
Church added by the Society to the Barony pa-
rish.”

Covoniar Cuvrcues.—The most important
document under this head, is a letter from the
Rev. James Forbes to Di. Welsh, giving some
account of the Aboriginal population of New
South Weles. The subject is of' so much in-
terest that we shall give Mr. Forbes’ uble let-
ter entire :—

MEeLBOURNE, PorT Purrip,
New South Wales, 19th Murch, 1840.

My Dear 8Sir,

1 have delayed writing to you for some
time, in the hope that I should receive some de-
finite infurmation respecting the proceedings of
the Colonial Committee wiih refercnce to our
affuirs, more particularly as affecting this dis-
trict.  An oppoitunity now presenting itself of
sending direct from this port to Engl:nd, I pro-
ceed to submt my promised remarks on the
atate of the uboriginal popularion,

The native inhabitanis of the Australian con.
tinent are universally known to be among tie
lowest and most degraded branches of the grent
famiiy of man. They roam over their va-t
plains and throagh their deep forests without
fived habi.ations, withou. agrical.are, atmo ¢

without clothing, with scarcely any semblance

of government. Their huta are mere temporary
shebiers from the elements, somewhat in tho
form of a half-moon, having the convex side
towards the wind, and on the other. or vpen
side, o lurge fire. These huts ore furnined of
boughs, batk, and lesves of trees, and when
once descerted are never again occupied. The
fuud of these peuple consists of kungaruos,
opossoms, a few birds, some roots aud grubs,
Inihe various tribes, personal prowess is the
only thing that gives un individual any superi-.
oiity over his tellows, The sole authority
exeried among them is by the Lead of a family
over his wives and clildren. Polygamy exists
among them; but as there seems to be a consi-
derable dispropottion of the sexes, muny of the
men are usmarried. They are divided into
tribes, each of which has ceitain territorial
limits,upon the whole pretty well defined. Bach
has its own dialect, and, as might be expected,
is'generally in a state of hostility with its neigh-
bours. Religion they have none. The only
idea they have at all like a religious one, is a
kind of vaugue notion of an ev I spirit, an vbject
of fear, particularly bynight. They also prac-
tise certain mysterious rites or incantations, to
which, however, they attach no clear meaning.
Of these, the most probable explunation is, that
they are the remains of tome forgotten system
of superstitious worehip, coutinued after the
origin and objects of them have been lost sight
of.” Those rerarks apply to all the New Hol-
land tribes of which we know any thing. With
regard to those in the Port Philip district, their
whole numbers have been calculuted at from
1500 to 2000, in five or six septs or tribes.—
Since the introduction of the whites, their con-
dition and character have been much debased
and deteriorated. They are rapidly decreasing
in numbers. This is more especially the case
with the two tribes, within whose limits are
the sites of the two principal settlements, Mel-
bourns and Geelong. For the lust two years
there kave been few births. Many have per-
ished by discase, brought on by the use of Eu~
ropean urticles of fbod, and of rum ; and it is
to be feared, not a few have met their end in o
mauner more directly disercdiatle to the B:i-
tish goverrinert and the B.itish coioni ts. Like
most other savages, they at fir. 1, evinced gieat
repugnance to ardent sji its 3 b tusinthecise
of all others, that re;r sumee has given way,
and they have tern taught eagerly to desiie
tiern. 1tis also a humiiiating con-ideration,
that Europeun in‘escourse has rendered them,
in other respects, more impure and Cepraved
than they were befure. The first specimons of
our countrymen they mect wish, e ase +h p-
herds and siockm: n,—persens whe have geve-
rully been couvicis, though in most cases, now
emancipaied ; by thewe men _hey arc undurily
cartunt-d, frequently rwrhlossly sestroyed.—
Brery dav they a:e becm.,g wore degu .ed
and debiatated 3 a listless iwngimr Las wken
the place of the energy th.g once displayed ;
2
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this, in conjunction with the other influences at
which I have hinted, is thinning their numbers
and hastening their general decay.

Such is a faint and imperfect sketch of the
present condition of the aborigines of Australia.
Tle question now snggests itself; are they im-
proveable? Do they possess the faculties and
capabilitics of men, or isit really true that they
are a kindred race to the ourang outang? On
this subj ct I have formed a very decided opin-
jon,—an opinion held, T am happy to say, by
most of the more sensible of the colonisis.—
They are susceptible of culiivation. I do not
consider them by any meansso discouraging or
so forbidding materials as the Hottentots and
Borjesmen, on whom the experiment has been
successfully tried.  Many of the men are real-
ly good-lovking specimens of human nature,
wi.h forcheads and eyes that betoken intelli-
gen ¢ of no common order. Tam not @ pro-
tessed phrenologist, but 1 feel confident that
many a New Hollander's head presents more
favorable indications than do those of the gene-
rality of the sons of Europe. They have me-
mories accurate and retentive,—powers of imi-
tation remarkably great. They can draw in-
ferences with striking shrewdness and ucute-
ness. There ate not wanting cvidences of
the strength of their gratitude and the warmth
of their affections. In short, they give swre
proof of their possgssion of all the powe=s of
our common natwre; I need not say how fully
they cvidence its decp depravity. Feor the
amelicrtion of their condition, it is unneres-
sary for e in addressing you, Drar Sir, to say
that christianity is the engine th-t mnst be em-
pliyed, Perhaps you will bear with me while
1 advert to some of those peenliwitics in their
circmnstences which will modify the nanzer in
which this engine is to be appiicd.  Thry are
essential y, wmany have said irrevocably, orr:
litcrally vagabonds on the carth. They win-
der, somctimes in whole tribes, sometime: 3
small detachments, sometimes in single funi
lies ; sometimes un isolated savage rouns the
the wilderness solitary and sullen.  This mi-
gratory propensity cinnet, it is obvious, he era-
dicated st once ; probably, in the present gene-
ration of aduits, it can never be more than im-
perfectly restrained. It may, however, be
greaily counteracted!

* And here I cannot but observe, that the pre-
sent state of e aborigines of Port Philip af-
fords a fine illustratinn of that beawiful feature
of the Divine cconomy, whercby good is cdu-
ced from evil,—whereby the wrath and other
sinful passions of men are made to praise the
Lord. The measures which the christian feels
to have been all along desivable for the sake
of the blacks, are new felt by every one to be
* *~essary for tie sake of ihe whites. Abori-
g.al aggression is a constant subject of com-
plaint. A few daysagoe a meeling was held
at Geelung on the subject ; and an energelic
memorial to the Governor was agreed on. Tn
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this document it was recommended, that suita-
ble portions of land should be reserved within
the territorial limits of the certain tribes ; that
depots should be formed therein, for supplying
the natives with food and clothing ; and it is
gratifying to add, a decided opinion wasexpres-
sed, that christian instruction, by missionaries
taking a deep interest in their temporal and
eternal welfare, forms the only means of civi-
lizing them. The duty of supporting the ori-
ginal accupants of the soil, was urged upon the
government by the consideration, that the pre-
scence of the colonists abridges their means of
subsisience, while it affords an immense reve-
nuc to the crown, which has seized their lands,
and has never, as yet, ofiered those who for-
merly possessed them any thing in the chape of
an cquivalent.  Some such measures as those
just mentioned must be soon adopted, other-
wise the extinction of the aboriginal race is in-
eviiwbie. Our shecep and cattle have driven
away their game and eaten up their roots.—
They cannot therelore obtain their feniner arti-
cles of food.  They cannot reireat to the re-
gicns;of the interior, into which Britons ‘have
nat yet intruded, for these are cccupied by hos-
tile tribes. Frem these causes, as also, no
doubt, from the superior atiractions of flour and
nutten, they are led sometimes to beg, some-
tir..0s v steal from the stores and folds of the
sc'tlers. A criminal cemmerce, in the mean-
tinie gecs on with the shepherds and others, of
a uzture too well understood to need minute
spe-ificatien ; and the whole frequently termi-
nates in bloadshed.  For the sake, therefore,
of both races, it is desirabie that the blacks
should be fed, and that in such a manner as
will do away with all accasion for intercourse
beiween t em and the whites.

Tt is now easily scen that, if the plan above
sketched be wdopted, either by the Government
or Missionary Sucit tics, or by the combined
cflor:s «f both, an immedinte arrest is put on

ac locomoiiveness of the aborigines, and thus
thie great barrier botween them and ihe efiorts
of tl.e messenger «f peace is bruken down.—
They can ne.w be subjected to the influences of
tlat glurious gospel which its Divine Author
commanded to ke preached unto all nations.—
From what 1 have said; some provisionfor sup-
plying them with foud must enter into cvery
scheme for aboriginal insiruciion.  The ex-
pense of this would. however, be niuch less
than might at first sight be imagined. A large
ficid of potatoes, a garden well stocked with
veg: tables, with pethay s the wdditivn ol'a small
{luck of sheep, wanld furm the chicf part of
what is necessary fora whole tribe. In a short
fime an establi:hment of this sort would do
much iowards its own support. Nothing
should be given to the natives except in the
shape of reward for service performed.  Bxpe-
ricnce fully proves that they will work most
diligently for a time, cither when influenced by
their own caprice, or by very slight induce-
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ments held out to them by those in whom they
happen to place confidence. Noman who will
show the Australiaun savage that he is his
friend, need hesitate to cunfide in the constan-
cy of his attachment, nor will he find any dif-
culty in rendering him tractable and servicea.
ble. There will, it is true, be a fitfulness in
his efforts, there will be a want of steady per-
severance ; but even his whims and his rest-
lessness may be taken advaniage of, and by
taking care not to exact too much, and to vary
the objects of his application, the black man
will be found 2 pupil as apt as he is interesting.
It is tru2 the tuil submitted to must be great ;
the difficulties to be contended with are many,
and Iam conscious I have notenumerated them
2l ; but I fee! confident they are not greater
than those which have been ulready overcome
in Southern Africa. )

At the risk of being thought tedious, T shall
now mention the agency which is at work for
the christianization of the natives of the Aus-
tralian continent. Thereare three Missionary
Institutions—the Church of Englaud Missi.nat
W’cl!‘lngton Valley ; the German Mission, at
Moreton Bay, formed under the auspices of Dr.
Lang ; and the Wellington Missivn, abont 40
mles to the westward of Geelong.  The first
of thesz has been established several years, It
has had to struggle with many difficulties, as
may bLe scen from the reports of the Church
Missivnary Society. The last two are only m
the course of establishment. The laiest nc-
ccunts I have seen respecidng ihe Moretan Bay
Mission, come down only to the period when
the Missionaries were occupicd niih providing
habitations for themselves and familins.  The
Mission last meationed, though only in its in-
fancy, promises t be of immense value to this
part of Australia. The labourers eamployed are
two Missionaries of the Methadist Saciewy, (a2
body of christians who, to their praise be 1t
spoken, scem of all vthers most clearly to un-
derstand the agaressive ciacer of the ciiris-
tian church), 2l a lay assistant.  Powardsthe
support vf these three missivas the government
contributes.  To ihe two recunily torned, its
aid is given “on condition of 2n evqual sum be-
ing raised by pinate contiibutions. I must
not presumie to dilate fasther on tins subjeci.—
Shall I venture to crquire whether Scottish
christians will do any thing for the abungines
of Australin 7 Isthereameng your candulates
for the holy ministry any one who will give
himzclf to do the work of an evangelist among
this interesting and injured race ? It there 15,
I would obseric, that the most promising scene

for a commenceincnt scems to ine to be some-

where near the junction of the Hume or Mur-
Tay, and the Murrumbodgee, where there is a
Jarge black population, as yet unaffected by
European association.

At present I shall say little of the maitersap-
pertaining to tae white population. The town
population of Geelong is stilt smail. It is not

as I had anticipated, yet ripe for a schoolmaster.
In the cvent, therefore, of one coming with the
view of setthng there within the next few
months, we must retamm him in Melbourne,
where tiiere is a_most inviting opening for a se-
lect schooly for those cinldren whom their pa-
rents arc unwilling to send to an Institution in-
tended for the benefit of the mass.  This leads
me to vbrerve, that it would be desirable to
bring this subject under the notice of any gen-
Ueman qualified to take charge of a boarding
school.  Mauny such there are, 1am sure, of
our countrymen, particularly 1 North Bii.ain 3
they mighe transter ther services Inther, with
much advantage to themselves and to the pre-
sent and future generations of this nascent em-
pire.  'I'tic remarks on the qualificaiions, &c.,
of both preachers and teachers, in the memoral
from 1lobart Town, published with the report
of the connnittee for 1339, #re remarkably ju-
dicivus, and cannot be too carefully attended to.
I need scarcely add, that a boarding-schoul can
be most suastiactorily conducted by a married
man.  Jt will of course be understood, that
schuuls of this description receive no Govern-
mentmd ; but a zealous teacher, properiy qua-
lific), would nevertueless be amply remunera-
ted.

We are in daily expectation of the Rev. Mr..
Love fromadelude, at which place I have heard
of his arrival. A welcome reception awaits
him at Geelong. ave the goodness to offer
to the Acung Commitice my most sincere
thanks for the prompt and christian manner in
which they have responded to my appeal. This
district promises to be a most important scene,
for the lubours of ministers of the church of
Scotland.  There 1s a large number of most
respectable Scottish settlers ; and there is also
the prospect of a very large emigration of the
working classes from Scotland. 1 was mach
delighted with the attcinden shown by you to
the cenduon of the cmigrants leaving the
Scottish shores.  Oaly une government vesscl,
the David Clarke, from Greenuck, has arrived |
in this port. It may be useful to s:ate to your
comuntice, What 1s omy an act of justice to 2
iy deserving officer, that Dr.Gilelrist, R.N.
who had charge of that ship, pud the most
praiseworthy atiention to the peuple on board,
and did cveryy thing 1 hispow er o compensate
for the want of a chaplun.  The scleation of
the emig.gats by that vessel is in cvery way
creditubie to Dr. Boyter.  He must have exer-
cized great cares and he is entitled to the
thanhs ol tiie kebitants of Port Philip, for the.
very valuable adwtion he was the means of
mi:king to their numbers.  The next thing to
be dune for tiem, ard for others, is to provide
them with the mumstrauen of the erdinances of
rehigion. For thase scattered over the country,
as many now ure, this can only be done by
csiablisuing an wncrant ministry. As theré
arc now many lighlanders here, and as I pre-
sume NIr. Luve, like myself, is unacquuinted
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with the Gaelic language, it is to be desired
that the next minister gent hither be able to
speak in that venerable tongue.  Itineranis are
a class of laboure's hitheito wnknown in New
SouhWales, the want of them is, conseqien:-
1y, not so much felt as it ought to be : and it'[
may be allowed to throw out a suguestion [
think they ought to be the parties principally
aided by vour tunds.  Fifty pounds to the sup-
pori of a pious und zealous minister of Chirist,
ina pl~ce and among a people who, without
such aid, would have nore to care for their
sonls, wmmst be instromental in doing much
mors goed than three times the amouunt ex-
pended on brick and mortar.  Many infivences
draw from peuple money to assizt in the erec-
tion of therr religious edifices; scarce’y any
thing bat« desire for the rad of lite would
draw fram them the funds requisite for the in-
troduction and maintenance of a travelling mi-

Ircland.=Presbyterian Church—Missionary Schente.

nister. I need not point out the important ser-
viee likely to be rendered by such men, in break-
ing up the virgin soil in the many rapidly in-
creasing ham'ets and clusters of population,
which are ever und anon spinging up over the
face of this vast territory.

Coxvenrsiox oF Tue Jews.—Mr. Duncan
of Milton Church, has been appointed a Mis-
sioniry, by the Committee of the General As-
sembly, to this people. DMr. Condlish submit-
ted this appointment to the Presbytery of Glas-
gow, and prayed that he should be lovsed from
his charge.  On the motion of Mr. Burns, the
document was allowed to he on the table :ill
next meeting, It appears that Mr. Duncan
hus a!l the learning needfui to fit him for dis-
puing with the Masters of the Jewish Syna-
gogue. We take this as a token for good.

IRELAND.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,—MISSIONARY SCHEME.

The Synod of Ulster has now embarked in
the missionary cause. Andas a portivn of the
Record is about to be set apart for the corres-
pondence of her missionaries, we shall thus be
able to present our readers from time to ti e
with extracts {raen the same.,  The same num-
ber of the Record to which we ere already so
largely indebted, contains a letter from the
Rev. Mr. Morgan of Belfast, Secretary of the
Missionary Commiltee.—his letler gives a
sketch of the rise of che missionary spirit in
Ulster, and of the steps which have subsequent-
ly been taken in giving it effect.  Our brethren
in Ircland appear to have emburked on this
glorious undertaking with nuch'zeal and chris-
tian wisdom :— . .

¢ We have selegted, says Mr. I»Io"r,:m, “two
of our most approved brethren, mien -beloved
and usefulin their parishes, fit for Jabourinany
Jocality, and sichly endowed with gifts and

ces.

¢ Jtso occurred, that the very time when
these two brethren were to be setapart to their
missionary werk, was that of the meeting of
the Synod for the consummation of its union
with the Seccssion body in Ireland. This was
considered most auspicious : and arrangements
were made, that, as soon as the union was for-
xally declared, the first public act of the united

body should be the designation of the mission-
aries. That arrangement was carried forward =
and the Rev. Messrs, Glasgow aud Kerr were
sel apirt as wissionaries to the heathen, in the
district of Katiwwar in Indm, by the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ire-
lans. Thatisa day to be remenbered. Its
impressions will remain while memorv endures:
and old age will often recallit, and tell what
hings were done upon it to generations vet
unborn, ’
#On the day of the appoin'ment of the Mis-
sionaries there were no {unds in readiness to
send them forth.  We hail reckoned, that if
God gave us men he would soon give us mo-
ney ; and our faith was not exercised in vain.
A subscription was set on foot in the Assem-
bly, wnd the members contributed about £500.
An appeal was made to the congregaticns in
Belfasi, which produced about £6¢0. Several
congregations in the country sent furward con-
tributions of their own accord. Our Secestion
breruren h‘:ul a L.tle stock of near £200, which
they cast intv the common treasury ; and thus,
in two montbhs, there were raised about £1500
to commence our missionary enicrprise. With
this sum we have been enabled to defray the
outfit of our two missionarirs and their wives,
to pay for their passage frem Liverpooi to Bom-
bay, and to advance their salary for the first 12
months. Their allowance is the same as that
usually given by the Church of Scotland, The
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power and the presence of God were so mani-
fested in all that has taken place,that our hearts
have been filed with joy. All seemed to have
caught the huly enthusiasm of the missionary
cause. God gave it favor on every hand. For
the money accommodations of our banking
company there was no charge. Our mission-
aries and their wives were carried hence to Li-
verpool, withbut price, throngh the generosity
of the steamboat proprivtors ; and m short, all
who make any profession of regard for the truth
scemed anxious to bear some part of the duy,
while the enemies of our common christianity
appear astonished and confounded.

On Saturday last, the 29.h of August, our
brethren sailed heuce tor Liverpool, alter a
deeply impressive service on boara the steamer,
where many were assembled to les:ity their
sympathy and love, and take an uffectionate
farewell of their beloved friends. “They are
now in Liverpool, waiting the hour of their de-

‘parture by the Have, the vessel that has been

engaged to carry them to Bumbay. At Bom-
bay Dr. Wilson waits their arrival, and their
instructions are, to seek his counsel, to co-op-
erate with the mission of the Church of Scot-
land so fur as may be praciicuble, to become ac-
guainted with their plins and wperations, and
imitate thewm as closely as they can, and as the
peculiarities of their situation may allow.

« Whatever may be the future influence of
our mission, unspeakable gond has already been
effected at home. Our Chuiches have been
awakened aud roused to a spirit of synpethy
far b-yond what could have been anticipated.
The Lord has already given us a token for
gouod, in the liberality, the earnestness, und the
prayerfulness of the peuple. Previous to the
depar.ute-of our b:ethren, natice was given of
a meeting fur prayerin Belfast, and one of our
largest churches was filled to woverfluwing,
while the people poured out their hearts in sup-
plication fur our missiouaries and their work.—
When God commanded Jeremiah to proclaim
his judgments, he gave him for a sign ¢a rod of
an almond treey’ which is explained to signify,
¢ will hasten my word to perform it'.  Tae
almend tice bloomed early and specdily, em-
blem of a speedy accomnplishment of the Word
of the Lord. And surcly we, ton, have had
our sign—a loken fur good—un earnest in the
spirit which God has given his people at home,
that he will prosper and bless their work abroad
—hat he will hasten his word of mercy and of
promiise to perform 1.”

The embarkation of the missionaries took
place, it will be seen, on the 29th August. The
following is the description of that affecting
gcene, given by an eye-witness, May the
Lord abundantly bless these devoied men and
the Chuich, by whose missionary zcal they are
sent forth :—

Belfast, Saturday, Aug. 29, 1840.

The missionaricd to India are just gone.-~

* * * * About half an hour before sailing,
a considerable number met in the cabin of the
steamboat, which was kindly gronted for the
occasion, when the Rev, Mr. M‘Neely of Bully-
macarrett read @ portion of that beautiful und
appropriate chapter; the twentieth of the Acts,
and alterwards Dr. Cuoke juined in prayer,
cousigning the brethren, and tender but devoted
sisters, to the care of him whom the winds
obey. Never shall 1 forget the scene, in the
ste.mbout on that day. Often had I read, and
had endeavoured 10 realize the whole of that
touching event in Paul’s history, which is here
recorded in the Acts, and Lave felt that it was
one which was calculated 1o muke his, perhaps
few and lonely followers, to weep when they
thought they would see him no more ; but to
see now palpably befure me almost a similar
scene re-enac.ed, brought home to my feciings
the eveni of the stposite’s departure, cloihed in
all the vividness of experienced reality. And
here were we now, like themn of old, parting
wi.h our beloved friends, in circumstances al-
most completely similar, The very similerity
of the scene made the depur:ure of our friends
even more tender and more affecting—so much
50, thut I believe there was not one in that ca-
bin, during Dr. Cooke’s beantiful prayer, who
did not shed tears ; nay, I have heard it said
since, by seme gentlemen who were there, that
they thought before this tnat there was no
carthly circumstance could make them weep,
and yet they found they were unable to restrdin’
their tears; A short time sfier this the beat
sailed.  In order to be with these dear breth-
ren as lung as possible, there was o party of six
of us whu went down the lough in the vessel
with them, and aft r learving, we retuined in a
boat which we lad drought along for ihe pur-
pose of conducting us back. We gnzed afier
the vessel, and we thought of the'precious burw
den wluch it was the means of walfting awayto
another part of the wotld. There were noner
of us superstitions ; tut when we looked up
and saw such a delightful day, and looked
around and saw the hills waving with the luxu-
riance of harvest, and when we remembered
that our friends were depariing on such a day,
and amid a scene betokeming such beawty,
perhaps it was weak-on our part, but we were
struck with theomen. We thonght with our-
selves, that perhaps that vessel, as we watched
at last ity very smicke receding from onr view,
was laden with 1the germs or the subsequent
evangelization of India ; and the remote conse-
quences of this scene might equal, perhaps
smipass the ardency of that hope in which, for
the time being, it pleased us to indulge. At
a'l events, we felt iejo-ced at the thought that
our brethren weie burne awsy on the prayers
of the good and zcalous through the churches
of our own province, and remembered in the
petitions of the friends of this goud cause
throughout the world,
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Sorrowing, yet Rejoicing.

REVIEW. « SORROWING, YET REJOICING.”

ﬁEfNG ¢ A NARRATIVE OF RECENT SUCCESSIVE BEREAVEMENTS IN A MINISTER'S FadMiLY.”

There are mady reasons why parents should
be careful to teach their children the way of
true religion,—und perhaps there is nong, next
to the reasonableness of the service, better fit-
ted to shew the importance of the work, than a
sense of the uncertainty of their lives. The
arrows of death fly quickly sround, and it is not
always the man of mature years that they
strike,—they descend on the young as well as
the aged,—the child of a year old; as well as
the mun of three score aund ten. Itisa com-
mon feeling that there is some respite to
youth,—they have many long ycars befure
them, and they need notyet be concerned sbout
the things of etemity. There.will be tume
enough for these things afterwurds. It would
be cruel to disturb so much gaiety with the
aloom of religion. Tbere is a scason for every-
thing, and let youth be devoted to foily. But
many are the memorials shewing that humar? life
even 1n its most promising aspect, is uncertain—
and so reading a lesson 1o parents to make du-
ty of training up their childten in the fear of
the Lord. The small work at the head of this
article, reads a soiemn lesson of the uncertain
tenure on which the young as well as the old
énjoy the present life. It is written, as we
have understood, by the Rev. Mr. Beith,
of Stirling, formerly of Glenelg, in Scot-
land, and is the record of a series o afflictive dis-
pensations in his household. The first passage
refers to a little daughter who died in April,
1837~

MATILDA.

« It was a day or two aftér I had left home,
that Matilda disclosed, for the first time, the
whole state of her feelings. Occasional ex-
pressions had falien from her to my=c¢'f’ beture,
which, with her intelligence, and the general
tenor of her conduct, had produced in my mind
the happiest anticipations ; but the unreserved
avowal of her experience had not been made
till now. )

< Her mother had concluded their usual ex-
ercise of reading the scripturcs, and had sat
duwn beside her. Matilda began by saying,
that she had for some time back been anxious
to open her mind to her, but that she could ne-
ver find resolution to. do it. This she deeply
regretted ;. and particularly that she had not
spoken to me before I left home. She stated,

that slic had now made up her mind not to defer
it, as she considered it siuful to have convealed
the state of her feclings frem her parents so
long. She then lamented, in bitter terms, her
being a sinuer, and that she could not keep
fiuta sinnmg, N

“ ¢ When T think,’ she excla’ ned, ¢that God
cannot lovk upon sin but with L orror, is it not
dreacful that I cannot keep from sinning ; and
when I think of God’s love towards me, in not
sparing his own son, it grieves me sorely and
wouuds my feelings that 1 can so sin. Does'nt
it hurt your {eelings, mamma ¥

¢ It ought certainly to do so,” was her mo-
ther’s reply, ¢but I am afraid it dues not
cnough.’

¢ She then said ¢ We are poor, weak, sinful
creatiires, but Christ will do ail for us.?

¢ Her mother remarked, that it was through
Christ alone the pardon of sin could be obtuin-
ed ; to which she replied, €O yes; and I am
consiantly praving that my sins may be washed
anay in the fountain of His blaod. I have of-
ten had convictions before, but they were not
permanent,—now 1 cannot avoid having before
my eyes, day and night, what a sinner I am.
Lam so igrurant I require a great deal of teach-
ing ; and 1 hope you will every day be speaking
to e on these subjects. hope you will be
praying for me oo ; and Iam sure my dear pa-
pa prays for me where he is.’

« On the succeeding day, her mother and she
had engaged in reading, as usual, when she
again spoke with great feeling of the evil of
sin ,, und deplored her conuluivn 1 the sight of
god.
« ¢ How harrowing to my feelings,” she ex-
claimed—the large tears rol'ing over her face;
¢that I cannot keep from sipning! \When the
the Lord is pleased to restore tne to health, *I
trust I shall live differently from: what [ have
done titherto.  And when papa comes home I
am resolved to conceal none of my feclings
from him. I know my great ignorance and
how much I require to be taught.” Heand you
wiil be teaching me,—and we shall be so happy
together, speaking of spiritual things ; for al-
though I know a great deal of the scriptures, I
do not understand them as I ought.’

« Her mother spoke to her of the freeness of
the gospel, and of its glory,~—Christ being wil-
ling to receive the chief of sinners, when sne
listened with most marked delight ; and seemed-
to derive comfort in the highest sense, from
looking to Jesus as a crucified and exalted Sa-
viour.

¢ ¢ Have you any doubt, my dear,’ her mo-
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&her asked, . of Christ’s willingness to receive
you?

M O no, mamma !’ was the immediate re-
ply; ¢think of his own beautiful words, ¢Come
unto me a!l ye that lubor and are heavy laden,
and I will' give you rest ; and again, ‘1o eve-
ry one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,
and he that hath no money come buy wine and
milk, without money aud withuut price.”

“ These passages were quoted by her with
such emphasis, and her whole manner and ex-
pression so struck her mother, thai, forthe first
time, an wdea took possession of her mind, that
probably the Lord was prepaving her for an
<arly removal from the world, and that in her
youh she might be calied away. This sulemn
reflection produced a pause in the conversation.
After a little, her mother gaid to her with cau-
tion, that she might not be startled, ¢Matilda,
do you think yourself dying ?

¢ ¢No,” was the reply; and with o some-
what alarmed look, she asked, * Do you wenk
me dying, mamma ¥ She immediately contim-
ued, without waiting for the answer,—¢b.it no-
body cansay how any sickness may nd.’

“ One of her prayers was—

$£¢0) Lerd, I am unworthy, but I believe that
for the suke of Christ thou wilt hear and ans-
werme. O wash me in the fountain of his
bload. Give me a new heart to luve apd serve
thee. T would give myself up to thee, sprrit,
soul and body ; #nd I beseech theey, O Lord, to
18t me rest saiisfied with nothing short of thy-
self,  Sunciify unto me this sickness, and give
me patience to bear it. Bless my parents, my
brothers and sisters, with all that are dear to
me 1n the whole world. O give me thy bless-
ing, and accept me for Jesus’ suke.  Amen.?

« Her mother, (for iier tather had left the
manse fur Glasgow) became apprehensive that
Matilda’s life was in danger ; she zccordingly
declared azide, to the medical attendant, that
she conid'no longer defer telling her child thot
her dissolution was near.  He had formerly
dissuaded from this course, with the humane
jnieption of sparing his patient’s feelings ; but
the time now was cvidently short, and he gave
his ready assent.

¢ My darling Matilda,” her mother then said
aloud to her, ¢Jesus is coming to take you to
himselr—the hand of death is on you!

* «[or 3 moment she sceined startied and
alarmed, but speedily recovered her compos-
ure.

« ¢Does the Doctor think me dying 7 she
asked.

“sYeshe does,” was the heart-rending re-

P X‘ ¢How long do you think, doctor, I can
live?

«¢] cannot say how long my dear,—the God
who gave you life alone knows.’

¢« QOn this she turned to her mother, and with
a look of earnestness and solemnity, the most

striking, which awed and went to the hearis of
all present, she snid,— ,

««Mamma, T have concealed nothing from
you—you know the whole state of my mind,
and all about mey~~do you think that I am
resting on Christ?

« ¢ Yes, my dear,’ was the answer, ¢ I do de«
lieve that you are. You know that you have
often told me that you felt, and were assured,
there is no salvation but to be washed in His
blood.?

««Q yes, I have! she said ; and lifting up
her hands with great solemnity, added, ¢ well,
then, T am not afraid to die ; I love Jesus, and
I know that he loyes me V

¢ Another spasm ensued, and she was in
great anguish.  The other children had been
introduced at her request, that she might sece
them, but they were withdrawn, as the room
becume overheaied. Her mother’s griet which
she luboured to conceal, compelled her to retire
for @ few minutes.  When .he again uppeéared,
the sueet child said, <cume near u.e, wmy dear
manung, tll I tell vou how much I love Jesus,
Yes, she said in an under tone, when her mo-
ther sat down beside her, ¢yes I love Him.?

¢ \Vhen she had recovered breath partially,
she said, ¢Ishould hke to sce the rest, perhapy
I could say something to them.? '

‘¢ I'he ¢l iidren were accordingly brought in,
When they were all arranged near her, she
said to thwem, with a tone and manner full of af
fection and pathos, ¢children, I am going to
die, and I zm not afraid to die ; for I know that
Jesus loves me, and I love him. O! see that
you be good children and love him too.’ )

*¢'U'he servants on this came into the room,
when she addressed them much in the same
strair, informing them that she was dying ;—
tiat she had no fear ; and that her confidence
arose from depending upon Christ alone. One
of them who ske knew did not understand Eng-
Lish, she addressed in Gaeiic, solemnly warning
and entreating her and all of them to go to
Christ.

« When they had quitted the room, her mos
ther asked, ¢ What shall I say to your dear pa-
pa from you when he comes home?

¢« After a short pause, during which she was
much affected, she replied, with great tender-
ness of manner, ¢ You will tell him that I think
I am united to Christ ; that I love Jesus, and
know he loves me.’

“«Will I give him your love? ¢O yes,” was
the reply. She then said, ¢Mamma, I am not
sorry to leave the world, but I am sorry to
leave you all;’ on uttering which her heart
seemed bursting., The last, the only tie which
bound her to ecarth was being broken. The
enemy could nut destroy her, but this ene op-
portunity more was left to inflict a passing
wound ere she entered into endless joy. The
wound wag given, but it was quickly cured.—
Her Friend was at hand,and peace conld not he
distant. )
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“ You rememboer, my dear,’ her mother said,
¢ the chap'er I read you lately, about Christ’s
second counng, and how we sizll all meet
then?

“ She was instantly comfurted, and her
countenance brigh.eued,—¢ O yus,’ she answer-
ed, ‘we shsil a Leet again.’

* A dreadful spusm nnmediately ensued,—
¢ OnY she crie , atier @ short interval, *I am
in grea pain—how [ desire that he would come
and tuke e to himslf'?

¢ After a foew moments’ silence she made a
sign with her finger, suying, ¢Doctory’ as if
wishing to speak to hitn. ~On his approuching,
she could on-y udd, ‘speech—Iess, uud wichout
a single throb breathed her last; her reveemed
soul quitting its frail tabernacle, and entering
into the joy of its i.ord. Her mother laid her
hond un ter eyes, and they were closed on this
world for ever,”

The father returned in time to attend Ma-
tilda’s funeral ; the following are some «f his
remarks under the bereavement ;:—

¢ In iis simplest view, the saving work of
the Spirit conxists in convincing o' sin, and
leading the sout, under this operaiion, to an im-
plicit and exclusive reliauce upon Christ for
salvation. There isa clear perception of the
evil lamented, and also the humiliation which
this must ever induce, connected with a most
hearty concurrence of Gud’s appointed way of
deliverance—a joyful acceprance of the jruth
that reveals it—and a steadlast regarding of
the object of faith, Christ, for all the suul re-
quires. Be the course of the believer lung or
short, in passing throngh this wilderness, such
is his experience in the beginning and 10 the
end of his pilgrimage, embr: cing continned dis-
coveries of his own unworthiness on the one
hand, and of the mercy of God 1 Christ on the
other, his Lie being a lite oi faith in him ¢ who
luved him and gave himself tur him.”  And be
he young or old, under tiie intluence of this
knowledge of himself'as u sinver, and of God
as his Saviour, sin iscrucified, and spiriual gra-
ces grow und apound ; he lives to Clristy, and
he dies in the Lord. Judging by this rule, we
believe our dear child was born of the Spiris,
and that she now inherits the promises. A
sense of sin humbled her in the dusr, but a
knowledge of Christ produced the lively hope
which belongs ¢nly to them that are his. —S..e
lived, yet not she, bui Christ lived in her.”

JESSIE,

An interval of four days from the burial of
her sister had scarcely «lapsed, when Jessie, the
youngest, a chid of two years old, wus remov-
ed. Itsppears the wor.hy parents were ena-
bled to say, with greatresignation—* it is tie
Lord, let Hitn do wuut seemeth Him good.”—
but a third tri:t was ~oun tu follow.

ALEXANDER,

He was twp vea's o.der than Jes:je. “His

sppeurauce was higuiy prepossessing ; and his

generous disposition and vivacity made him &
universal favowi e.  Strangers wiil raturally
be jealous of a parent’s description ; but such
as knew him will not deny thut he wus u lovely
and un engaging ch [d. His r.bust constitu-
ton hnd resisted the eff.cts of whooping-cough,
su that he sutlered [ tt.e fromit. The subse-
quent fever lay lung ypon him ; for his natural
liveliness made restrait of any kind co inwoler-
abie, that he cuuld with grest Jifficulty be m-
duced 10 submit to the necessary confinement.
He had, however, but for weukne:s, nearly re-
covered his usaul hiealth,

% On the day on which Matilda’s ccffin was
brought to the munse, when I went tu the door
to meet the tradesman, I found Alick standing
there. The weather was piercingly cold, with
sleet and high vind. He nad escaped unobser-
ved {rom the nutsery, and, with childish curio-
sity, was pazing on an object which to him was
new. The consequence .dieaded ensued,—he
had caught a shght cold, and neat day suffered
a relapse of the fever. He was confined to
bed, aud we huped that, under thesimple reme-
dies empioyed, this new indisposition would
soon disappear.’ .

It began to be understood that the discase
was what is commonly called ¢ water in the
head,’

¢ The remarks which I have ventured to in-
troduce in the beginning of this narrative were
now,us at other seasuns of our affliction strong-
ly suggested, viz. the possibility that true reli-
gion may exist in the soul of a child, whilst hig
naturul vivacity and very childishness conceals
it from the view of human eye, until disease
comes, and the flow of animel spirits, subsidin
under its influence, gives opportunity to the
latent grace to appear.

“More than a year before the period of
Alick’s illness, a litde incident occurred in the
nursery, which, as it produced @ strong sensa-
tion there, and deeply affected him, may be re-
lated. It was soon after the recovery from
measles, already alluded to. One night, a sis-
ter, abuut double Lis uge then, was observed to
be pensive and much dejected.  She was asked
what was wrong. Her answer was, can ven
tell me what a soul is? Her oldest brother
began to expluin that it is not the body, al-
though residing in it,—that"when the body dies
the soul continues Lo live,—and that the souls
of good people go to heaven, but those of the
wicked to hell. She became much agitated,
and cried, ¢Oh, wuat shall I do, whut shall
do? T told a lie, and my svul must go to hell?
As she was in real distress of mind, and wept
bitterly, the atiention of all the clildren was
attracted to her, and to the subject under dig-
cussion. The otlence to which ske alluded ve-
curred more tian a year before. She had by
accident burnt her pinalore, and on bring c:ar-
ged with it, denied tue fact,  When the truth
was dizcovered, she was braought to me, und in
warning her of the nature of her offence, I qua-
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ted some of the passages of scripture which
speak of the doom of liars. Ier brother endea-
voured to appeuse her, by telling her of pardon
by the blood of Christ, and assuring her, that
if she asked, she would obtain forgiveness.—
Next morning the incident was related to mam-
ma ; and as the child’s distress continued, she
spoke to her on the subject. She confirmed
what her brother had stated, but added, that
the pardon was not all that was required. She
must ask and receive a new heart and right
spirit, which Christ was as willing to give as
the pardon of sin. ¢But, mamma, I do not

know how to pray for it,—will you teach me ?*

She fell on her knees, and having gone through
her usual prayer, raised her eyes earnestly to
her mother, saying, ¢ Tell me now mamma.'—
This was accordingly done in a few plain
words ; and both during the continuance of
this impression, which lasted long, and since,
they have been in constant use. The other
children were solemnly affected, and none more
than dear Alick. Never thereafter did he lay
his head on his pillow, or arise from sleep,with-
out lisping, ¢O Lord, create a clean heart,
and renew a right spirit within me ; take away
this hard and stony heart, and give me a heart
to love and serve thee, for Christ's sake.’

% The stupor, symptomatic of his direful
compilaint, did not inake its decided appearance
until the last week of his life ; but for eight
days before he expired, he had not above one,
or at most two, short intervals of conscious-
ness. Previous to these days, he often asked
his mother to read ¢pretty story from the Bi-
ble,’ and would listen with a pleased and happy
temper to all that was said to him on spiritual
matters. Again and again did he request to
hear about the ¢little boy who had sore head,’
as he expressed it,—the Shunamite’s son, the
mercy shown to whom seewned to fill his mind
and to delicht his heart. He dwelt on the
thought that ¢ God had made hun well; and in
his own affliction, we believe he looked to the
same source,—his hope and expectation,—as a
child might do.

It is difficult to say how small a portion of
the living seed seenin a child’s soul the Eter-
nal Spirit may render cffictual, and to what de-
gree he may sanctify such afflictions as our
dear boy experienced. To us it was, indeed,
consolatory to see his eye turned towards ¢ the
light shining in a dark place ;’ to the Word of
6od; to all the truths extracted thercfrom,

whicl, in various shapes he had committed to
1semory, and to perceive alsv the peace and pa-
tience vouchsafed whilst the heavy hand of ap-
proaching dissolution was laid upon him. In
the licart of a child so young, there could, in
such circuusstances, be no guile ; and if sincer-
ity reigned in Lis fecble eflorts to embrace the
Saviour—that Saviour who rebuked his disci-
ples when they furbade such to be brought to
im—may we not believe it was heaven-born
and accepted ?
¢ I babes somauny years ago,
His tender pity drew.
He will not surely let me go
Without a blessing t00.

¢ Before the lethargy had exerted its full in-
fluence over him, and when he had become so
feeble that he could no longer place himself
upon his knees, evening and morning he wag
heard whispering his ictant supplications as he
lay in helpless exhaustion on his uncasy bed.—
At last, when his mind became enshrouded in
increased darkness, he seemed incapable of re-
taining the ideas, and forgot even the words so
often used by him, and in this painful state he
would say to us, with a melancholy tone, ¢ Tell
me my prayers,—not know what say,’ and
would repeat after us as we directed him.”

Alexander was buried on the 17th of May,
but the trial was not yet completed,—a fourth
afiliction was at hand. -

ANN,

She was nine years of age.

¢+ She had suffered lutle from whooping
cough aud the subsequent fever, and until the
close of” Alick’s illness, was considered quite
recovered. The fluctuation of feeling, of hope
and fear, which agitated us with regard to
Alick, was not communicated to the otler chilw
dren; for it was evident that they all began to
tremble as i they were set apart to death ; and
to feel as if vne after the other was to be smit-
ten duwn. We soughit to cheer them and to
support their minds, as we best could, by refer-
ring to His grace and werey, in whose hands
therr life was : but at Iength 1t becane impos-~
sible for us to conceal vur vwa dejection and
uneasiness about tueir vear brother.”

On the whole, this little werk seems to be
for general edification. It might be read with
advantage, by childrea as well as parents,

R2
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REVIEW.

MANNERS AND TRIALS OF THE PRIMUTIVE CHRISTIANS.

BY THE REV. R. JAMISSON, OF CURRIE (SCOTLAND. )

The systems of ancient religion left man as
they found him, or rather they had the effect of
rendering him a more dangerous being than be-
fore. Ifthere was aught inthem to lay an ar-
rest upon the evil passions of man, it was easy
to trample it in the dust, for they had no well
authenticated evidence, and any one might ridi-
cule the whole as o system of priesteraft.—
Their moral precepts, however, were conveni-
ently vague, requiring piety to the gods, but
no specific line of duty, aund scarcely deigning
to forbid any sin. Then the character of their
divinities was not superior to that of men.—
They could engage in intrigues and in crimes,
and yet their great temples remain, ay, and vic-
tims innumerable bleed upon their altars.—
Could the idolatrous cities of Greece and Rome
be seen as they were in the days of Paul,—
could their devctiong be seen though but for
a day,—the sight would be enough to dissipat
the long dream of many ar amiable enthusiust,
who can see only departed glory in the downfall
of those nations. Men’s passions are furious
enough of themselves, but how much more so,
when incited by the imagination that gratify-
ing them was to do service to the gods of hea-

ven. No wonder that history should speak
only of oppression and outrage walking the
earth, and that in the ruins of ancient cities, we
should see only monuments of the gigantic
pride and superstition of their founders.

The equity and self-denying spirit of the gos-
pel was not more removed from the injustice
and self-indulgence of heathenism, than heaven
is distant from the earth ; and it might truly
be said, that in publishing such a system of’
truths, the eaxly Christians became a spectacle
to men and angels. Jt was something to have
lived in the days of the apostles, and to have
heard those preach the gospel who received it
from Christ. Augustine, though living nearer
those times, had this wish. There is an ex-
pression in the epistle of Peter, which serves
to remind us of the vividness of their views of
Christ and of his kingdom,—¢ whom having
not seen ye love.,” Their love to Christ was
ully gvidenced by their trials, and yet they had

never seen him,—the apostle thus contrasting

their case with his own. Were we to pare-
phrase the passage, we might suppose the
apostle to say,— We held converse with the
Lord; we were witnesses of the grace and
glory that were manifested in all he said and
did. We listened to the wisdom that fell from
his lips. We were witnesses of his unwearied
beneficence to men.  We heard him sigh over
their afflictions,—we saw him wcep over their
distress. We saw him put forth his hand to
heal. 'We saw him entering the houses of the
poorand of the afilicted. We saw him receive
the (ieai', the blind, the maimed, and those pos-
sessed with devils,—we witnessed the tender-
ness of his love, we saw the glory of his pow-
er. We knew bhis person,—we were familiar
with bis mode of address.  'We knew his kins-
men and mother. We sat beside him at meat,
and heard him explain the parables he had spo-
ken to the people. 'We heard him talk of the
sufferings that he should endure, and of the
glory that should foliow., We saw the joy
that beamed in his countenance when he spoke
of the generations that should arise to praise
the name of the Lord. We saw his counten-
ance shining like the sun, when Moses and
Elias conversed with him on the Mount. We
saw his trouble in the garden of Gethsemane.
We saw Judas betray him with 2 kiss,. We
saw his meekness, while he stood before Pilate.
We saw him smitten on the face and crowned
with thorns. We stood at his feet while he
hung upon the cross. We saw the blood
stream from his wounds. We saw him in the
agonies of death. We heard his cry when he
gave up the ghost.  We saw him after he had
risen and come forth from the sepulchre, and
we ate and conversed with him, and we saw
him when he departed from the midst of us and
ascended into heaven. You to whom I write
have not seen Christ in the flesh, as we saw
him, but then, though you have not seen him,
you love him with a love equal to ours.”

It would appear it was an interesting sight
to the -apvstles who had known Christ in the
davs of his flesh, and who loved him with a
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love which was proved to be stronger than
death, to see themselves surrounded by men in
whom the same principle of love existed, and
who, though they had not seen the Lord of
their salvation, yet rejoiced in him with joy un-
speakable and full of glory. It must have
brought a joy to their minds not easily appre-
hended by us, to sec u holy family arising
around them, and bound by the same tie of
love to that Master who had left the earth, be-
fore they had been brought to know him,and to
apprehend his glory. Peter and the rest had
seen the Saviour,—the young converts had
not secn Him,—thus far they differed ; but in
this they agreed,—they both loved him. They
both sought supremely the advancement of his
glory,—and the difference of their condition, in
the estimation of Peter, only made their rela-
tion to Christ more intcresting and worthy of
his regard.

Tn this <country, where the influence of
Christianity has been long felt, the depravity of
men's minds has been retained by a morality
that requires at least an outward respect from
all,—the lives and properties of men are so
fully secured by equitable laws, that 2 man may
openly profess the gospel, without suffering
violence either in his person or property. But
it was not so in the first ages of the church. The
heathens had the whole executive power in
their hands, and they had no code of morals to
restrain their resentments. And thus it hap-
pened, that the eaily Christians were beset on
all sides by a multitude who were ready on eve-
ry occasion to rise up against them,—while at
the same time, the Jaws which should have been
their defence, were often framed for the pur-
pose of rendering their extermination more
gencral and more cerain. In these circum-
stances, when a man avowed himself to be a
disciple of Christ, it was needful his love should
be of that kind which many waters could not
quench. When on earth, the Master had of-
ten warned his disciples of what they would
have to expect from the world, ¢ In theworld,”
he says, “ye shall have tribulation. If they
have persecuted me, they will also persecute
vou,” And again,—¢“then they shall deliver
you up to the afflicted, and shall kill you, and
ye shall be hated of all men for my name sake.”
And the history of the Church shews how aw-
fula fulfilment these words received, after the
Lord departed from the eurth, and his disciples
had gone forth to publish the gospel among the
nations. The language of Christ, on another
accasion, shews us what wes the condition in

which the early christians were placed, when
they avowed their allegiance tc him in the face
of'a sinful world. ¢« Behold, I send you forth
as lambs in the midst of wolves.” They came
forth with the meekness of the lamb, but with
all its defencelessness. They came forth clad
in that armour which the Saviour had purchas-
ed with his own blood,—and wearing this ar-
mour they sought no other. They were like
warriors prepared for battle, for they Lad a gir-
around their loins, but it was the girdleof truth,
and they had a breastplate on their breasts, but
it wag the breastplate of righteousness,—and
they had a shield on their arms, but it was the
shield of faith, to quench the fiery darts of the
wicked. And they had upon their heads a hel-
met, but it was the helmet of salvation. And
they had a sword in their hands, but it was the
sword of the spirit, which is the word of God.
All these pieces of armour, defensive and offen-
sive, they possessed, but it was, that they might
contend against principalities, against powers,
agamst the rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places.—
The Lord had not provided them with armour
to war against flesh and blood. They were
exhorted only to be wise as serpents and harm-
less as doves. Such was the manner in which
the Lord thought meet to send forth his disci-
ples in the midst of the nations, and they re-
cerved that treatment which He had foretold.
They were reviled because of the name they
bore. They were esteemed turbulent men,—
disturbers of the world,~-haters of mankind.—
‘They were spoiled of their goods, under the
mockery of the laws,—they were imprisoned
and put to death in every way that the fury of
their enemies could devise. And hence we
find it recorded of the early christians, that
they took joyfully the spoiling of their goods,
knowing in themselves they had a better and
enduring substance. And not only so, but so
searching was the ordeal by which the love of
the disciples was tried, that we find it compar-
ed to the intense heat which purifies the gold
of its dross and alloy. ¢ Beloved, think it not
strange concerning the fiery trial which is to
try you, although some strange thing happened
to you.” And that the fiery trisl to which Pe-
ter refers, did come, history informs us,—for it
was at this crisis the apostle was cut off by an
ignominious death. It was at this time, that
the Emperor Nero, who sat as head over the
idolatrous nations, assisted by multitudes as
blood-thirsty as himself, persecuted and.laid
weste the Church of Christ. The Lord had
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given u command, that when persecuted in one
city they should flee into another ; but their
enemies who could wield the power of persecu-
tion in the most distant cities in the earth, and
could seize them in whatever quarter of the
world to which they might flec, had rendered
the privilege of flight from one city to another
of little avail,—for we ure informed “they were
pereecuted from city to city,’—they were ac-
counted the filth of the world and the offscour-
ing of all things. Their’s was not a profession
that might be assumed without prejudice of
their worldly interests,—but with their profes-
sion was involved the safety of their posses-
sions and of all earthly good. When they re-
solved to attach themselves to the cause of
Christ, they had before them the prospect of
losing all that is held most dear among men,—
their standing in society,—their friends, yea,
and their own lives also ; and by so doing;, they
proved that their love to Christ was pure, that
their profession of his gospel was sincere,

We know no argument more fitted to quick-
en us in these latter days, than to read of the
doings and sufferings of the carly Church ;—
and we may be allowed to say, that Mr. Jamie-
son, in compiling these illustrations of the man-
ners and trials of the primitive Christians, has
done zood service to the cause of godliness,—
illustrations not of apostolical succession, a de-
ceitful figment which would lead men into the
broad way of destruction, but of apostolical re-
ligion. Tllustrations of this sort, assuredly
huve no tendency to gender strife and vain
boasiings, but rather lowliness of mind and
godly edifying,—for what scction of the church
is not behind their primitive brethren? The
following passage exhibits their fervent charity
to their poor and afflicted brethren :—

¢« But the primitive christians were not con-
tent with- conveying their cleemosynary aid
through the public channels of the church. To
them it appeared a sacred duty to countenance
the poor with their presence and their purse in
their own homes, where they could make more
minute inquiries into their wants, and tender
them the comforts of christian sympathy and
counsel, which, by the brethren, both of high
and low degree, were more highly prized than
cven the open-handed benevolence that minis-
tered to their temporal necessities. This pious
office was more especially delegated to the fe-
male members of the community, as it was
thought, both from the dehcate nature of the
embassy, and from the jealous spirit of ancient
society, they possessed facilities of accessto the
domestic privacy of all classes, denied to their
brethren of the .other sex. And exemplary
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was the prudence and fidelity with which they
discharged thewr trust. Every moment they
could spare from the prior claims of their own
houschold, the christian matrons devoted to
those errands of mercy ; and while they listen~
ed to the widow’s tale of other days, and her
traits of the friend who had gone to his rest,—
or saw the aged in their hut of poverty, bend-
ing under the weight of years,—or sat by the
bedside of the afilicted, and those that were
ready to die,—or found, as was frequently the
case, the helpless babe, which the frigid heart
of 2 pagan mother had exposed and forsakenin
the lonely path, they provided for the wants of
cach, and administered appropriate comforts
both for the body and the soul. But these werce
light and easy attentions compared with the
duties which their charitable mission frequently
imposed on them. In those days there were
no public institutions for the reception of the
poor, and for the medical treatment of the dis—
cased; and, as there were few or none among
the heathen in private life, who ever thought of
entering the abodes of paverty and sickness,
dnd helping their neighbours,—such was the
cold and unfeeling selfishness of the heathen
world,—the christians were never without ob-
jects, in every form of human wretchedness,
towards whom their benevolence was required.
Indeed it is alinost incredible to what offices
the ardour of their christian spirit led them to
condescend. They, though all of them were
women moving amid the comforts of domestic
lite, and some of them ladies of the highest
rank, never inured to any kind of labour, seru-
pled not to perform the meanest and most ser-
vile offices that usually devolved on the lowest
menial. Not only did they sit by the bedside
of the sick, conversmg with, and comforting
them, but with their own hands prepared their
vistuals, and fed them,~—administered ordials
and medicine,~brought them changes of cloth-
ing,—made their beds,—dressed the most re-
pulsive and putrefying ulcers,~exposed them-
sclves to the contagion of malignant distemp-
ers,—swaddled the bodies of the dead, and, in
short, acted in the character atonce of the Phy-
sician, the nurse, and the ambassador of God.—
Their purse and their experience were always
ready, and the most exhausting and dangerous
services were freely rendered by these chris-
tian women. In process of time, however, as
the christian society extended its limits, and
the victims of poverty and sickness became
proportionally more nunerous, the voluntary
services of the matrons were found inadequate
to overtake the immense field, and hence, be-
sides the deacons and deaconesses who, at a
very carly period of the church, wereappointed
to superintend the interests of the poor, a new
class of office-bearers arose, under the name of
Parabolani, whose province it was to visit and
wait on the sick in malignant and pestilential
diseases. Those, whose number became after-
wards very great,—Alexandria alone, in the
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time of Theodosius, boasting of six hundred,~
1ook charge of the sick and the dying, under
circumstances in which, while it was most de-
sirable they should have every attention paid
to them, prudence forbade mothers and mist-
resses of familes to repair to them, and thus,
while the heathen allowed their poor and their
sick to pine in wretchedness, and to die before
their eyes unpitied and uncared for, there was
not in the first ages a solitary individual of the
christian poor, who did not enjoy all the com-
forts of 2 temporal and spiritual nature that his
situation required.”

In modern times through our familiarity with
having in our Louscs the Ioly Scriptures, we
are prone to be forgetful of the privilege. It
might lead to a better feeling, if it were kept
in remembrance how much the early christians
prized that blessed book, and what sufferings
they underwent to hand it down to the genera-
tions who should follow after. The fullowing
passage is instructive in this respect :—

«One peculiar feature of this persecution
merits notice,—the destruction of the Scrip-
tures. Iormerly the heathens had directed
their vengeance exclusively agamst the hives of
christians, flattering themselves that, by the
removal of the hwing friends of the gospel, the
cause itself would receive its death-blow. The
experience of two centuries having made them
better acquainted with the habits of the new
sect, taught them that,so long as the Bible
existed, the sced of the Word would raisc a
new succession of believers to increase and per-
petuate the worship of Christ in the following
age, and that nothing promised to effect the
complete and universal suppression of christi-
anity, but the destruction of the Sacred Vol-
ume. In the blind and impetuous prosecution
of these views, they not only issued the most
positive orders for the dehvery of all copies of
the Scriptures beionging to churches, but em-
ployed inquisitors to search the houses of all
known or suspected christians for the prohibit-
ed book. The execution of these orders gave
rise to some most interesting traits of attach-
ment to the truth. The Bishop of Carthage,
the moment the edict for the burning of'the Sa.-
cred Volume was known in that city, repaired
privately to his church, withdrew all the copies
of the Scripture thence to his own house, and
left in their rodm the writings of some con-
temptible heretics. The inquisitors, whether
from indifference, or ignorance, seized these as
their prey, and carried them oif. In this case
it is probable the governor was not very strict;
at all events, as no questions were asked, the
Bishop cannot be charged with any breach of
christian propriety. On the refusal of another
African minister to part with the Scriptures,
the humane inquisitors insisted on his deliver-
ing to them his superfluous writings, evidently
wishing, by the manner in which they made
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their demand, to afford ln'mra way of'escape.—
Bt gll governors were not equally lax, and all
christians did not so casily retain the precious
treasure of their divine books. At this time,
when a copy of the Scriptures was valued nbove
jewels, and christians were afraid to hazard the
loss ot sv precious a treasure by the open and
indiscriminate display of their possession, it be-
came a very general practice toconceal the Sa-
cred Volume in some secret place—in some
uscless and neglected chest, that would excite
no suspicion—within a covered hole in the
walls of their chambers—bencath the hearth,
orin the corner of their gardens. One copy
was reserved for the use of a neighbourhood,
and the christians of the place met in the house
of a common fiiend, who read aloud to the
company the words of eternal life.  In a coun-
try town of Numidia, where a company of this
description were assembled, the reader had not
procceded far in his much-vzlued office, when
their seelusion was disturbed by the appearance
of a miitary party, whe, each seizing his man,
led the whole group to the tribunal of the pro-
consul.  Undaunted by the painful situation in
which they found themselves, the prisoners
cheered themselves by the way with singing the
songs of Zion ; and amid the profane mirth or
blaspliemouns threatenings of the guard, en-
couraced each other ‘not to be cast down, or
disquieted within them ; but to trust in God,
who would yet be the health of their counten-
ance and their joy.” Arrived in the presence
of the governor, the burden of undergoing ex-
amination fell on the reader. ¢Why did you
harbour these ? was the first interrogation of
the proconsul.  ¢I could not decline to receive
my brethren,’ was the calm reply. ¢The im-
perial edict,’ it was again insisted, ¢ought to
have outweighed these corsiderations.” ‘Have
yonu the holy Scriptures? ¢ Yes,” was the ans-
wer of the martyr, ¢but I have them in my
heart.” Similar was the fortitude of Felix, the
African believer. Being asked whether he had
the Scriptures, he acknowledged he had. Bat
to the demand for their delivery to the hands of
the proconsul, he resolutely replied, that Le
would not part with them but with his life.—
On another occasion, a company of about fifty
persons who were apprehended, were, in conse-
quence of their refusal tosurrender their bibles,
subjected to the utmost severity of treatment,
¢Why do you keep the Scriptures, when they
arc forbidden by the emperor? ¢Because,’
they unanimously exclaimed, ¢they contain the
words of eternal life.” ”

The last passage we shall subjoin, is a narra-
tive of the escapes of Dionysius, one of the
Bishops of Alexandria, who, for his fidelity
in preaching the word, incurred the hatred of
men in power :—

¢« A third was Dionysius, Bishop of Alexan-
dria, who, as well from his presiding over the
largest and most flourishing church in the
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world, as irom his own personal eminence, was
an especial ubject of the emperor’s hatred, and
suffered severely in the general calamity, al-
though the good providence of God preserved
& person of so much usefulness, from the pre-
muture fate of martyrdom. An cpisode in his
history, connected with the troublous period of
the Decian persecution, may, by its tragi-comic
nature, relieve the painful interest of these an-
ecdotes. So strict and particular were the
instructions sent to Sabinius, the Governor of
Egvpt, to apprehend and dispose of the Bizhvy,
thut without a momen?’s delay, he despatcheid
an officer to surprise him before any suspicion
of immediate danger had alarmed the church
for the safety of their beloved pastor. The
messenger never dreaming that at such a time
of uncertainty and trouble, when aluwost all the
ministers of the christians Lad betal.on thuan-
selves to flight, Dionysivs would be quietly
1esting at home, waylaid every place, and
searched every corner of the city in vain, ex-
cept the house which the Bishop and Ins family
inhabited. I'our days had he remained there,
awaiting the fate waich he thuught was ineiii-
able, till at length yielding to the iporwnate
entreaties of bLis frien's, he left the plice, we-
companied by a few of his christian friendsand
favourite domestics, to consult their safety ina
distant land. ‘They had not proceeded fur in
their midnight expedition, when they were
overtaken by a military purty, who, as usual,
were prowling the country to scize all christian
fugitives they could meet with; and having
discovered what a valuable prize they had in
their prisoner, led him under a strong escort to
the nearest centurion, who, with his five inqui-
sitorial colleagues, soon passed on the Bishop
a sentence of death, and ordered hnn to be con-
veyed to a little seapurt, at a short distance
from Alexandria, to prevent any popular tu-
muft which the death of so eminent a mon
might occasion. It happened that, while the
military guard were conducting their prisoner
to the scene of execution, they were met by a
man on his way to a marniage feast, who learn-
ing to his deep surrow, the name and the fate
of Dionysius, told the sad story to the marriage
company on his arrival. The mournful inteli-
gence threw a gloom over every guest, and at
length, fortifying themselves with wine, they,
with oae censent, rushed out of the house, en-
tered the town, and, uttering the most vocifer-

ous yells, attacked the dvors of the cell wheré
Dionysius was confined till the morning. The
soldiers on guard, hearing the clamour of many
voices, were panic-struck, and betaking them-
selves to flight, left the prisoner in the hands
of the assailants, who, having gained access to
the chamber, found the good man in his bed,
enjoying a trunquil slumber; as if nothing more
than ordinary was to befal him the ensuing day.
Being thus suddenly awakened, and finding
himself surrounded by u body of armed men, he
cunduded they were robbers, and handing
them his clothes thut were lying beside him,
bade them take what little money they could
find. Without disclosing their intentions, they
conmanded biin peremptorly to rise and accom-
pany them ; and, while he was remonstrating
with thew, and beseeching them in the most
itupuriunate manuer, not to embitier, the few
hou.s he had yet to live, two of them approach-
ing his bed, laid hold on nm, and dragging him
to the door, disappeared as suddenly and myste-
riously as they had come into his presence.—
His tellow-prisoners, huwever, who had been
apprized of the stratagem, found Lim mn the
fields agjvining his late prison, and after offer-
ing a short but united expressiun of thanksgiv-
1ng for so strange a deliverance, placed him on
his ass, and withdrew with him to the deserts
of Bgypt,where they remained till this sad sea-
son of trial to the christians was over, and hep-
pier times restored Dionysiuns and other exiled
Bishops to the communion of thei. brethren,
and the privileges of christian  orship in
their respective churches in all parts of the
world.”

We observe from the Edinburgh newspa-
pers, that the author of this book is one of a
number of christian men who were engaged
sometime ago delivering lectures to the me-
chanics and others, demonstrating the har-
mony between science and theology. Here,
however, Mr. J. has a higher end in view, even
to lead the sincere believer to imitate the gra-
ces of those who have run the christian race,
and obtaiued the prize of their high calling,—
a comprehensive work truly, and one in which
we cordially bid him God speed, to vindicate
the credentials, and to throw light upon the
contents of the Sacred Volume,
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A DIALOGUE ON SLAVERY.

[FOI( THE CANADIAN CHRISTIAN nxun.\'lm.]

A. Let us takea walk into the country,—
the season is pleasant. The Indian summer is
now come. The toils of Larvest are vver, and
the woods and fields have prepared thewselves
for the approach of winter. Now js the most
delightful part of the ycar. The warmth of
summer, and the coolness of autumn, are found
blending together to produce a season agreeable
toall. Indeed I never enjoy an Indian snm-
mer without being pleased that I crossed the
Atlantic for Canada.

B. Tshall giadly accompany you, but you
will allow me to choose 2 topic of discourse, as
T have just been reading ubout slavery, and
have felt a peculiar interest init.  "This will
afford us matter for conversation, and I confess
I like o walk all the better that one has sume-
thing instructive to converse about. Aund I
shall relish this topic more highly that I know
you have made it, in all its bearings,the subject
of careful study.

A. Youmuch over-rate my fitness to act
as your wstructor, but I shall gladiy communi-
cate to my friend my sentunents on the great
question, the lawfulness of slavery. At the
same time, I fear it is too deeply rooted in the
world to be removed by the plainest arguments
concerning its injustice.

B. But does my friend tuke for granted,
that slavery is an evil,—for my part I had al-
ways understood there were many weighty ar-
guments that might be urged m its behalf ; and
I have heard of slave-holders who professed a
great zeal in the cause of religion, and who
considered those as dangerous men who broach-
ed the ideu of slaves being set free. I should
wish my friend, therefore, to lay aside all idle
declamation, and prove to me that slavery is
opposed to the word of God. I disregard cla-
mour on a maiter of such grave importance, and
will admit no lower standard than this in esti-
mating the character of slavery.

A. 1 agree with you my friend, in your
views as to the Scriptures being the stand-
ard whereby all controversies ought to be
decided. At the same time there is such a
principle as equity, which mere natural con-
aciencé requires to be observed in all transac-
ions between man and man, and I Lnow few

grosser violations of natural cquity, than to
claim the same right of'property in a man's per-
sun, which on2 ducs (o the case of an inferior
ammat. It this be equitable, it would be equi-
tv in snuther man to apply the same rule to the
master, and reduce him to a state of servitude,
—and thus, on the principle that might is right,
every enormity may be vindicated.

B. T must confess I always looked upon ar-
gumeats duduced from abstract reasoning as
devoid of authority, and ineflicacious in the set-
tlement of questions where human interests and
passions are involved. They may have all the
aspecet of scundness, but they want force, and
mcen brush them aside as the cobwebs of so-
phistry, and go on in their usual course not-
withstanding,  Sv, iff my friend would wish to
carry my {uwilest convictions along with him, it
will be needful to shew, on scripture premises
and arguments, that slavery is opposed to the
mind of God.

A. My friend observed that African who
has just passed us, —well, let us suppose such
a man 1 the presence of a jury of honest and
intelligent citizens, to urge the plea of natural
equity. To raise that arm with vhich his Cre-
ator has furnished him as well as his white bro-
ther, and in which the life-blood circulates with
the same healthful play, and to plead the equity
on which his claim to participatein the freedom
of the commonweelth, rests,—and I am per-
suaded my friend would admit the equity of
the appeal, and would feel, too, that there was
no want of authority, save in the seared ron-
sciences of the holders of the slave, Bug, com-
ing to the argument from HolyWrit, I suppose
my friend will admit, that man’s title to possess
the things of this world, is rather of the nature
of a chartered, than of an absolute right.

B. You mean to state, that the absolute
right belongs to the Creator of all things, and
man’s right is a derived one, and must be dis-
covered from the terms of the grant.

A. My friend has stated the distinction I
intended to draw. The earth with its fulness
belongs only to God, and his right to all things
isabsolute. Man's right of proprietorship must
be Jimited, by the obvious interpretation of the
grant. Had God granted to man only one out
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of the innumerable class of good things which
the world contains, even in this case he had
been under the highest moral obligation to con-
fine himselt within the defined limits,—much
more when the earth and its productions are
given for his nse and enjoyment.

B. And truly, if you produce a charter de-
fining man's right to the things o’ this world,
—1I shall consider the subject in dispute capa-
ble of an casy settlement,—but though I have
often read through the bible, T never remember
t0 have met with such @ document.

A. And yet with all deference to the dis-
cernment of my friend, I apprehend the essen-
tials of a bequest may be found in the narrative
as given by Moses,—and in which the right of
possessing a property in man having no place, it
must needs be a usurped right, and therefore of
no force or cfficacy at all. :

B. Let my friend make good his assertion,
that there are the essentials of a charter declar-
ing the extent of man’s right to external things,
in the writings of Moses ; for this must be the
criterion of the validity of the title toa proper-
ty in man, and not the abuses of subscquent
generations.

A. Be plcased then to peruse with care the
grant made to Adam ofall the trees of the gar-
den, with one cxception, for his use, together
with the carth itself. And of the rencwal of
the grant to Noub, after the flood, of fish, fowl
and cattle, in which, asis manifest from other
passages of scripture, minerals and other sub-
stances are included.  And though man is here
mentioned, it is not in such a way asto sanction
the argument of the slave-holders, that he too
may be converted into an article of property.—

On the contrary, the very thought of such a
mode of dealing with a brother-man, is to fly in
the face of Iloly Writ. “And God created
man in his own image; inthe image of God

" created he him; male and female created he
them. And God blessed them ; and God said
unto them, be fruitful, and multiply and replen-
ish the carth and subdue it ; and have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowls of
the air, and over cvery thing that moveth upan
the carth.” Silence concerning the right of
property claimed by the slave-holder, I think, is
here equal to a positive disapproval.

B. Iconfess I never thought of man's right
to the usc of carthly things being limited by

“the grant of the Creator. And yet I think
your views might be confirmed by the moral
precepts of other parts of Scripture, wherein
the cquity and tenderness which should charact-
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terise all the trunsactions between man and
wan, are fargely insisted on.  And though it
is true, Noah 1s soon after represented as de-
nouncing a curse upon Ham, this is rather as
spcaking prophetically of what should come to
pass in after tmes, than as justifying the per-
sons who should be guilty of introducing or
of supporting slavery in the world. And there
is astriking proof to this efiect, in the fact that
God pumshed Iidom, Assyria, and other na-
tons for the evils they had brought upon Is-
rael, though they were only fulfilling prophecy
in what they did. -

A. My fniend has fully anticipated my
views. Ttis a proof of the weakness of the
arguments that are used in defence of slvery,
when ene hews the prophecy of Noah sdduced
for thus ¢nd.  Ia reference to the sin of Iam,
which brought on him the prophetic denuncia-
tion of his tather Noah, the punishment of this
belongs to God, and not man. And without
doubt, the words which the prophet addressed
to the cruel adversaries of Tsracl, may be applied
to those men who ensiave the posterity of Ham.
“Iam very sore displeased with the heathen
that FFe at case, for I was but a little displeas-
cd and they helped forward the afiliction.”—
Zcech. 1, 15.

B. But can my friend give no farther illus-
trations of the views of Scripture on this im-
portant matter, aflecting the interests of so
large a portion of our brethren of mankind. I
confess 1 feel u decper interestin the discussion,
from the views my friend has unfolded. And
this leads e to desire some farther elucidation
of what may be gathered from Scripture, con-
demmatory of the long oppressions that have
been practised upon our suble brethren, the
Africans.

A. THas B reflecied on some of the qualities
of slavery. X forbear to speak of the power
which in such a state of socicty is given to in-
dividual men over the persons of helpless wo-
men and children,—a power which is the fruit-
ful source of confusion and wickedness. I
would dircct my fricud’s attention for the pre-
sent, to the power vested in the owner, of dis-
posing of the slave by sale,—and vet this power
is an clement implied in the thing called sla-
very. Itisnot cnough to say, thatall slave-
holders do not dispose of their persons for mo-
ney. It is enough that they upheld the right
1o do 50, by alleging axight of property in the
person of a fellow-creature.  .And can such a
thing as slavery, which in its cssential charac-
ter supposes the right of gelling men, women
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and children, ns brute beasts are sold, be in
conformity with the pure principles of the word
of God. Looking at the principles of God’s
word apart altogether from uny positive proli-
bition of slavery, I should say « privri, that the
system of holuing such a property in manywas
opposed to the mind and will of Ged.

B. Ishould take this as a token of the hu-
mane feelings of my friend. But here stands
the maiter; the apologisis for slavery demand
a positive prohibition, and nothing short of this
will bend them to give up the hold they have
of their African brethien.  And itis but justice
to say, that I have heard of slave-holders bemng
such kind friends to the slave, that he has be-
come perfectly satisfied withs his condition.

A. Doubiless there have been Immane pi-
rates too, but did this circumstance justify pira-
cy. My friend seems to think, that the slave-
holders are such men that they arc only wait-
ing for farther light on the path of duty,—so
that, when it is received, they will readily set
at liberty their fumilies ol bondsinen. But does
iy friend remember the conduct of a royal
slave-holder recorded in Scripture. Ile re-
ceived a positive injunction concerning the Ts-
raelites in their bondage within his dominions.
But did Phareah of Egypt obey the divine com-
mand ? I frue not. The clearer it was, he
hardened his heart the more, and refused to
obey. So is it with the siave-holder. The
Scriptures give evidence encugh to shew that
the right of property in the Atricans, is a foul
usurpation on the part of their masiers. And
yet it is maintained,—yes, and will doubtless be
apologizcd for tov, antil these modern tyrants
reccive an overtirow akin to that of the an-
cient taskmasters of Egypt, in the Red Sea.

B. Isnot, then, the Lords deliverance of
Israel from the bondage of Egypt, a testimony

ainst the lawlulness of slavery?2  There was
no necessity for this act, had slavery been a
thing of indifference.  The Lord might easily
have accomplished ail his purposc concerning
Isracl, though in a state of servitude. Bat the
fact, that he suved them from slavery, and pla-

ced them in a state of freedom, scems demon-
strative enough, that the couduct of the slave-
holder 1s opposcd to the mind of the merciful
God, who hath made of onc blood all the na-
tions of men.

A. My fricnd has made something like a
near cut to the argument I was about to ad-
vance. I confess I like what he has said re-
garding the deliverance of Isracl from the
Egyptian bondage,as bearing upon the ques-

tion of slavery,—secing it goes to shew that
there is & warrant for a christian legislature
abolishing the whole system. The slave-hold-
ers and their friends are fond of arguing that
Scripture leaves the slave holding form of so-
cicty entire, and only presents motives to the
hearts and understandings of christians, urging
1o acts of honesty and kinduness ; but your ar-
gument goes to shew, that though TIsracl were
not all converted men, yet, that God in mercy
to them as a nation, struck off'their fetters and
set them free.

B. The wise man has said, *iron sharpen~
eth iron, so a man sharpeneth the countenance
of his friend,” and such I have experienced at
this time.  Your conversation has given me so
much new light on this subject, that T must
acknowledge the ovligation to be wholly on
my part. I had often heard it asserted, that
Scripture was entirely silent about the frame-
waork of society, and that it was a matter of in-
difierence whether men were in a state of sle-
very or not, butceriainly the deliverance of the
Israclitish nation {rom Bgyptian slavery de-
monstraics the erroncousness of such a view.
Iowever, as my friend has promised something
farther, I shall gladly iisten to whatever argu-
ment he may adduce, by way of exposing the
true nature of this moral pestilence, which has
so long afflicted a large portion of our race.—
Bat has my friend ever reficcted upon the fact,
that the Jews were allowed to make slaves of
the nations round about ?

A. Asmy friend has manifested so much
of candour in this discussion, [ should wish the
more carnes 'y to expuse the basclessness of
the whole fabric of slavery. The heathen na-
tions in and around Canaan, were accounted
the cnemies of Gud, and the Israclites were
commanded io destroy them ; but surcly this
commandment can never be pleaded as an abo-
lition of the anterior law of God, forbidding the
shedding of man’s blood,—and with as litile
reason can the permission allowed to the Jews,
of caslaving the captives of the nations round
about, be pleaded asa reversal of the anterior
law of love and equity to our brethiren of man-
kind. The answer given by Christ on a like
ozcasion is fully in point,—¢ from the beginning
it was not so.” It is vain, therefore, to plead
the permission given to the Jews, of making
slaves of the heathen, as warranting a similar
permission to the Gentiles, of making slaves of

cach other. A Jew may rightfully plead this
apology for slavery, but in the mouthof a Gen-
tile it is absurd.
S2



845

B. Most certainly ; but how were Jews
required to'act in reference to cach other?—
Woas o Jew not permitted to make a slave of
one of his own religion?

A. Wilthout his own cxpresscd consentwhen
an awl was thrust through his car, no Jew
might be made a bondsman. The Lord was
pleased to give an express prohibition to the
nation of cnslaving any of their brethren.—
That my friend may distinctly understand the
nature of the law on this puint, I shall quote
the following words from the book of Leviti-
cus. ¢ And if thy brother that dwelleth by
thee be waxen poor, and he be sold unto thee,
thou shalt not compel him to serve as « bond
servanty but as a hued servant, and as a so-
journer shall ke be with thee, and shall serve
thee unto the year of jubilee, and then shall de-
part from thee, he and his children with him,

and shall return unto his own family, and unto,

the possession of his father's shall he return,
Jor they are my servants which 1brought forth
out of the land of Egypt, they shall not be sold
as bondsmen, thow skalt not rule over him with
rigour, My friend will ubserve, that the rea-
son here given, defines the application of the
Jaw. This reasonis the redemption of Isracl
from Egypt,—and who does not know that this
work was only the shadow of @ greater work
which God accomplished for all nations?  And
if the lesser work ceuld be made the basis of a
local prohibition against slavery, so must the
greater work be of a prohibition co-extensive
with the world itself. 1lad no reason been gi-
ven for this prohibitory law, there might have
been some doubts whether it was to be enjoin-
ed on christian nations, but when a reason for
it is discovered in the redemption by Christ,—
onc more stringent than that which imposed it
upon the Jews, the luw must be acknowledged
in its fullest import, as binding onall people.
B. But ought nations to enforce this law?
A. Undoubtedly,—it is as much binding
upon them as upon individuals. Each individ-
ual is bound to observe it, and the corporate
body, in their legislative and judicial capacity,
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are bound likewise. I'rom this they cannot
free themselves without lying open to the
charge of national infidelity.

B. I remember a few passages of Holy
‘Writ, which I think may well be writtenunder
that beautitul testimony which my friend has
adduced aganst moadern slavery, the prohibi-
tion to the Jews of ensleving their brethren,
because the Lord had brought them out of
Egypt. *Thou shalt not defraud thy neigh-
bour, neither rob him, the wages of him that is
hired shall not abide with thee all night until
the morning.”  “Woe unto him that buildeth
his house by unnghteousness, and his chambers
by wrong,—that useth his neighbour's service
without wages, and giveth him not for his
work.” & Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself.”” Compared with Luke x, 29—87.—
These texts, and others that might be given,
demonstrate, that slavery, by whatever nation
it may be practised, is a violation of the reveal-
ed will of God. Thereis still one particular
on which I desire the opinion of my friend —
May a nation not gradually abolish slavery 2

A. No. God hath spoken in his word, and
the obedience thereto onght to be prompt and
immednte. Prudent measures onght assured-
ly to be taken, but the abolition act ought not
to be delayed. All history bears testimony to
the trath, that rightcousness exalts 2 nuiion,
but sin is a reproach to any people. And let
those who would follow a temporizing expedi-
ency, be warned by the fate of Pharoah. All
the arguments ihey bring forward in favour of
keeping in bondage their brethrenthe Africans,
could have equally been urged by him in favour
of keeping the Israelites in bondage,—he could
have spoken of the rude violence done to pri-
vate rights,—of the disruption which their Ii-
beration would make in the centre of - his king-
dom,—hec could have said, also, that he was
not the author of slavery ; but all this availed
Lim not, and heathen though he was, he stands
out a fearful example to rulers, of refusing obe-
dience to the commandments of God.

e



cetdoat AAC aawentin WL

PRESIVYIIRY

»aps

Notes of a Missionary Visit to Darlington. 847

NOTES OF A MISSIONARY VISIT TO DARLINGTON.

Tn last number of the Examiner a notice
was inserted concerning the Presbyterian
Church in the above township. But as a desire
had been expressed for some fuller acconnt, the
writer has been led to revise the notes which
he took at the time, and to present them entire
to the reader. And he dues sv the more readi-
ly, because however brief and imperfect, he
hopes they may be the means of stirring up
his brethren in other destitute localities, to seck
the establishment of word and ordinanceamong
them. Tt is of importance, that congregations
should be organized, even though they should
be left for a time, 1n a great measure, to the
care of one ur more ruling clders. In thisway,
the people are kept together, and a certain
amount of pastoral superintendence (a matter
of much’avail in suppressing the spread of Sub-
bath-breaking and irreligion) is provided by the
occasional visits of ministers and preachers.—
Indeed I have known great benefit arise from
the labours of faithful elders. I have known
such men preserve congregations for years from
falling away amoug other sectarices, to the real
advantage of the people themsclves, as well as
of the Church at large, of which they were
members. What hinders, therefore, that
Presbyterian elders commanicating with a
neighbouring minister, or with the Preshytery
of the bounds, should gather together the scat-
tered sheep of the flock, and engage every Sab-
bath in prayer, praise, and the rcading of the
Word? In this way they would be an un-
speakable blessiug to our people; at present in
great destitution in consequence of the unequal
distribution of the funds set apart for the sup-
port of a Protestant Clergy.  And they would
have morcover the approbation of their own
minds in having done what they could to ad-
vance the causc of Christ in the land.

October 1, 1340.—At the request of Mf. Al-
exander of Cobourg, made to me some months
ago, I set out for Darlington, to assist in dis-
pensing the Sacrament, to a newly-formed con-
gregation in that township., Tintended to have
begun my journey yesterday, but the weather
was so wet and stormy, that however anxious
to be on the road, I could not have praceeded
half a mile without being drenched by the rain.
1 may observe, that in this country I have sel-

dom fu :nd an engagement interrupted by rainy

weather. In the Old Country, one could sel-

fix a day for a journey, without the unpleasant

anticipation being present to the mund, that it

would probably ke a bad one.  But in Canada,

whatever other discomforts the emigrant may

experience, there is in this matier a considera-

ble improvement. For months together, it may

not be his lot to be interrupted in his journey-

ings abroad, by an inclement sky. Thave not

at present beside me the data to state the rela-

tive proportions of rainy days to dry, in the two

countries, but I am sensible it is considerably

higher in the Old Country than in this. Anda
small anccdote may shew that I am not singu-
lar in this impression.  An acquaintance who
had spent a winter in Scotland, not long ago,

was so much surprized at the inferiority of the
clime, that when he returned, and met a coun-
tryman, who could not be supposed to require
information on such a point, addressed him in
these words : “ Ab, sir, it's a wretched climate,
—il's always raining!”  Allowing something
for the hyperbole, the traveller, it appears,
wished to cungratulate himself that he had at
lengtli got to the wind side of those clouds
which had so besprinkled hiin on the other side
of the Aulantic. Bat to proceed,—in conse-
quence of the rain which had fallen, the roads
were so bad, that for a great part of the way,
1 could proceed at no greater speed than a walk-
ing pace. It was, therefore, Jate in the evening
before I reached Whitby. Ilere 1 was enter-
tained by Mr. D ;a good friend of our
Church, and in correspondence with some of
her leading men,—a gentleman whose varied
infurmaticn, natural cloquence, and sound con-
stitutional principles, would fit him fur serving
his adopted conntry in the senate, as well as in
the ofiice of a local magistraze. Mr. D 3
however, labours under an afiliction which he
bears with a cheerfulness which the hopes and’
consolaiions of religion alone can inspire.—
ere, partaking first of that beverage “ which
cheers but rot incbriates,” the inmates were
assembled, and after reading a portion of the
sacred volume, and singing a psalm, we bent

around the family altar, to supplicate those
blessings, without which, all others are only
vanity ,—realizing, I trust, the truth referred by
the poet :—
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* Thera's mercy in every place,
And mercy, encouraging thought,
Gives even aflliction a grace,
And teconciles man to his lot.”

It happened I had with me fome religicus
newspapers, containing information concerning
the struggle in which our Chwrch at home 1s
engaged, to vphold the privilrzes serured to
her by the constjtution, as well as by the word
of God ; my friend was sv deeply interested in
finding those principles he had so long advoca-
ted in Scotland, making progress in the north-
ern parts of the country, where moderation had
prevailed, thut we continued reading and dis-
cussing these matters untita late hour. Ilav-
ing rode nearly forty miles, however, I was
glad to retire to rest.

October 2.—1I sturted carly this marn.ng, and
set out for the place of appointment.” The
morning was cloudy, and I was at first afiaid
we should have a return of the heavy rains. It
continued fair, and by twelve o'cluck I arrived
at the house of Mr. B. an clder of the Presby-
terian Church in Darlington.  Mr. B. came to
this country eight years ago, I rccerved atru-
1y chiistian welcome from him and his faniily.
In the afternoon we took a walk down to tle
side of Lake Ontario,—for his farm, of some
200 acres, bounds with that nolle expanse of
water. The wird was high, and the waves
rolled and roared, dashing themselves on the
extended shores, that I could scarce feel other-
wise than if on the shores of the German or At-
lantic ocean. Mr. B. is a specimen of the Cel-
tic Scots,—~a hardy race of men, whom the pre-
sent, jt is to be feared, degencrate chizftisns
are driving from their native mountains, to seck
a home in this part of the western world. Itis
no enlightened patriotism which conducts this
movement. It is nothing else, we fear, than
Juxury and the love of money. A higler rent
given by a new tenant, is motive enough to in-
fluence the proprietor in dispossessing a tenant-
1y, whose gallantry in the baitle-ficld has ne-
ver been sullied, to make room for herds of cat-
tle and sheep. The Lord, however, has over-
ruled the doings of the proprietors fur the good
of the people,—and many an emigrant comes
to find in his experience, that the country of his
edoption, in which he has been forced to hew
out his inheritance with his own hatchet, is a
good land,—thus making the avarice of man
the vehicle of forwarding the designs of his
mercy. We walked along the steep banks of
the Lake, meditating on the change which the
gourse of a few years had produced on this
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country. Then, the wild woods covered all
these fertile enclusures,—and the naked Indian
sunued himself on these shores. The deer diank
ou: of these crystal waters, witn littl: fear of
the few wandeiing tnbes,—the inhabitants of
the land ; anl the bear and the wolf had not
yet fled away into their fastuesses from the
deadly rifle. It is seldom that one can get an
extended view in this country. Itis a land
better fitted fur the useful labours of the agri-
culturisty than fur the less profitable work of
the puinter,—aud yet there are few sights so
sublime as a bird’s eye view of the Canadinn
forest. Last swnmer I had stood on a hill
in Caledun, and louked abroad over the tops of
the trees.  They were then covered with fo-
liage of the richest green, far as the eye could
see, until the circling horizon enclused the
magnificent wilierness. The labours of man,
though not inconsiderable, were scarce to be
traced,—it was a garden which the Lord, and
nut man, had planted, and it reflected back the
wonlders of hishand,  And now again, at this
time, standing on an elevated platfurin, and
looking abroad over the furest, I could not but
admire the change which had passed over ity—
the tops of the trees had becume yellow under
the inflacnce of the season.  The deep verdure
of summer had merged inio th€ mellow tints of
autumn. The same law which had whiteneda
ficld of wheat, Lad whitened the amplitudes of
the umbrageous forest.  And I 'saw that great-
ress was only relative, and in reference to the
power of the Almigh:y, great things and small
were alike.  The same Lord who covers the
valleys with corn, covers Lebanon with: ce-
dars. There is a harmony between what is
visible in nature, and what is v ritten in the
Scriptures.  And could we look on creation,
not witha cold sceptical gaze, but habitually
with the eye of a humble and beheving faith in
the Creator, we should be be:ter fitted for dis-
cerni g the superior glory that shines in his
Word. Infidelity wouald appear what it is,
most fuolish and wicked. Men would come to
sce such a grace and majesty in the Scriptures,
as is visible in creation,—and the same convic-
tion would be forced upon them, that they have
God, and not man, for their author.

October 3.—Rode over with Mr. B. to Bow-
manville. IHere I met Mr. Alexander, who
had been visiting during the greater part of the
weck, and catechising the people, previous to
their admittance to the holy ordinance. I felt
it a great comfort in coming so far, to find such
an able and faithful coadjutor,—for the dispen-
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sation of the Lord's Supper, to a people dwell-
ing in the back woods of Canada, is a very re-
sponsible task. They may have been attended
to at home,—but their circumstances are very
different after coming o this country. Their
regular seasons for labour and recreation are
all broken in upon by the toils incidental to a
first settlement,~—their neighbouihood tuo is
changed, and not always for the better,—with
but little restraint from minis;er or elders, Con-
sidering these thiugs, and remewbering the na-
turzl depravity of the heart of men, there is no
wonder that there should be often a falling
away of our Preshyterian population, on com-
ing to Canada. Mr. Alexander had kept a list
of all those, whom after examination, he judged
quelified to partake in the ordinance. Tley
amounted to upwards of vne hundred members.
And yet these people, though truly desirous of
receiving the bread of lfe, have been lett to
wander as sheep having no shepherd. T preach-
ed from Matthew, xui, 44,—and though the
roads ywere bad, and the clouds threutening
ran, there was a goud attendance. The chuich
wherein we met was yetunfinished. Tle plan
of it altogether is goud. and the appeJrance
handsorne, but for the want of funds, it will be
sometime before it is completed. Such as it
was, however, I have seldumn preached with
more comfort to my own mind, and I would
hope and pray, with some benefit to the people-
After the service had closed, tokens were given
to the ntend:ng communicants, prayer being
first offered up fur the divine blessing.  Mr. S.
and others who weic elders in Scotland, have
done much for this infant Church.  And I was
pleased with their pious cure, manifestcd in 2
small wmatter indeed, but not on this account
the less interesting. The pulpit was ouly a
temporary erectiony—and many would have
said, “leave 1t alune,—it will do well cnough
as it is, for a time.” Houwever, our fricuds
reasoned mare justly,—for Ifound them after
the people had retired, preparing a covering of
green treeze, which they had just puichased, to
conceal the somewhat rustic workmauship. I
need not say, that the pulpit was much improv-

et when the work was done ; and I could not
lielp thinking, that the principlg on which these
excelient men act. d, was worthy of imitation,
and that a little Libour un the part of a people,
might be olten so far desirable, us to render a
sanctoary, wherein Gud is worshipped, more
decent and more comfurtable.

Octuber 4.—The cay was beautiful and clear,
~—anl un coming Gp to the Clurch with my
fiiend, we found it filled with a most attentive
audiecce.  The service began at half past ten
v'elock, a. ». Mr. Alexan'er preached the
action strmon, from Joulin, xii, 26. The sermon
was able, practical, and imbued throughout
with cvaugel.cal principle.  Tle congregation
manifested, during all the religious services of
the day, the greatest atiention,—not a few of
them beuding forward in simple earnestness to
Lear from the Speuker the word of life, and
turning uy the passages in their bibles to which
reference had been made. The table services
were three in number,—and the communicants,
w hile comirg, while scated, and retiring from
the tble of the Loid; shewed a special regard
fur the apustolic injunction, to “do all things
decently and in order.”  Afier an interval of 20
winutes, I preached in the afternoon, urging
on the people the ob'igation of improving their
privileges,—and at five o’clock in the evening,
the congregation joined in singirg the wordsof
a Psalin ofien used on like occasions in Scot-
land:— -

The city shall Le flourisling,
Her citizens abound

In number shall, like to the grass
That grows upon the ground.

I1is name for ever shall endure,
Last like the & it shall,

Man shall Le blest in Lim, and bless'd
All nations shall him call.

After which, with the apostolic benediction,
the congregation was gismissed ; and 1 wonld
humbly trusi, that this day’s work willbe found
in the experience of many, as wdll as in the
Church in Bowmamille collectively, to.be as
life fiomn the dead.

Yo,
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TIHE SOCIAL ECONOMY OF THE BEE.

[FOIR THE CANADIAN CHRISTIAN E.\'AM]NER.]

The natural history of the Bee has furnished
materials to diverse writers, of reading import-
ant lessons to man living in society. Some
secing a queen set over the little common-
wealth, have deduced an argument in favour of
monarchical institutions.  Others, in the fact,
that the honeyed stores are defended by armed
myriads, have seen the wisdom of supporting a
military force, for the security of a nation’s
wealth. Others, admiring their providence and
industry, have pointed to them as reading 2
practical lesson to man, -of the nccessity of
cultivatng these virtues. What the wise man
said of another insect, is true of the bees, they
“are a people not strong, yet they prepare their
meat in the swumner.”  They are small insccts,
but they are of special service to man. The
honey they gather, serves him with food of ex-
quisite delicacy. It is used, moreover, to a
conside:able extent in medicinal preparations.
Their wax, too, is if possible, more valnable.—
It is used for making candles, and much of it is
used in the practice of surgery, in the composi-
tion of ointments, plasters and the like. Though
a considerable quantity of this substance is pro-
duced in Great Britain, a late writer has stated,
that nearly £80,000 worth is imported annual-
ly from other countries.

There are three classes of bees occupied in
the hive,—the queen bee, the drone, and the
working bee. The queen bee is easily distin-
guished from the rest of them, by her size—
Her wings are much shorter in proportion to her
body, and for this reason she fiies with less
easc. In common with the working bee, she
is armed with a sting, but her sting is bent,
while their one is stright.  She is less irasci-
ble than the working bees, and does not usc her
sting so readily as they do. The department
of labour assigned to the queen bee in the small
commonwealth, is that of laying the eggs,—
and in doing this sho is so prolific, that natur-
alists judging by the number of eggs found in
the ovarium after dissection,bave calculated that
she may produce ten or twelve thousand bees,
or even more, in the space of two months. The
presence of the quecn is indispensable to- the
well-being of the hive, o much so indeed, that
should it happen she is killed or taken awey,

and ho young queen can be found to succeed
her, all things go to confusion,—the work
ceases, the stock of honey is cunsumed, and
the workers are dispersed.

"The drone is smaller in size than the queen
bee. It was for some time a matter of doubt
to what sex the drone bee belonged, but the
dissection of it by naturalists, aided by the mi-
croscope, has proved that it is a male bee.~~
Drones are found in the hive from the middle of
May to the end of June. Their numbers are
said to be very irregular, varying according to
some {rom six to seven hundred to two thou-
sand. The proportion, it may be observed, is
not. fixed by the largeness or smallness of the
hive, for a small hive may have many, and a
large one only few. The drone has no sting,
neither has he the proboscis of the working bee
for gathering honey. Until Huber’s time, it
was the opinion of naturalists, that the drone
bee impregnated the eggs in the cell, but that
eminent naturalist appears, by a series of ex-
periments, to have demonstrated the erroneous-
ness of this opinion, and that the drones pair
with the young queen in the air, shortly afiter
swarting, which intercourse is sufficient to
render all the eggs she lays for two years af-
terwards productive.

The working bee is admitted by all to be of
neither sex,~—and hence it is also called the
neuter. There are some, however, that sup-
pose they were originally females, and only be-
came neuiers in consequence of the manner in
which they are bred and nourished when in
the comb.  The number of workers in a good
hive ameunts to fifteen, twenty, ar even thirty
thousand, The depariment of labour which
belungs to them in the hive, is to build the
combs, store them with “the sweet food”
which gives bees ail their value, and to wait
upon the young. The substances collected by
the working bees, naturalists divide into three,
pollen, propolis and honey.

The pollen is found in the cups of certain
flowers, being a sort of farina or powder. This
the bee brushes off; and after collecting it into
two balls, which are grasped by its hinder legs,
iz carries them into the hive. 'This substance
is also called bee bread, and some hives are
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tomputed to collect a hundred weight of it in
a season. Naturalists assign two purposes to
which pollen is applied,—first, when mixcd
with honey and water, it is used in feed-
ing the larvee in their cells,—and second, that
after being eaten and digested by ihe working
bees, it is afterwards disgorged by them ard
wrought up into combs.

The propolis is a kind of gum of a reddish
colour. It is collected, according to somc,
from the buds of such trees as the birch, the
willow and poplar,—it has a pleasant smell
when warmed, and is much more tenacious
than the wax. It 1s used in filling up scams
or crannies in the skep. No sooner is the
young swarm placed in their new donucil, than
their first care is to maiie a survey of it, and to
stop up every place that might admit either
cold or insects, and this substance is used for
that end. Inshort, it forms the plaster of the
skep, as lime does of a house, and like the pol-
len, it is carried by the bee on its hinder legs.

Honey is 2 substance not made by bees as
many suppose, buz found ready made in the
flowers of plants, or on the leaves of trees,—
this substance it laps up with its proboscis, and
conveys into its stomach,—and thus concealed,
returns with it to the hive, and disgorges it into
the cells fitted up for its rcception. Part of
this is reserved for food to the young, or to the
hive generally, in case of bad weather, and part
is sealed up with wax for the use of winter,
when the flowers have withered and the leaves
have failen from the trees.

The eggs are laid by the queen bee in cells
appropriated for them. The cgg of the bee is
about a twelfth of aninch in length. It has one
end thicker than the otizer, and both ends are
rounded. On the third or fourth day from its
being-laid, the larva or maggot appears, and is
fed by some of the workers, fur the queen takes
no farther notice of the young, save the laying
of the eggs. The food used is bee bread and
honey masticated by the nurse bee, and this k-
quor being infused into the cell, surrounds the
larva, so that it secems to float in 1t. When the
larva is first produced, it liesin a curved posi-
tion, but when fully grown, it lies straight in
the cell, having its head turned to the mouth
or opening. The workers now cover the cell
with a lid of wax, and the larva prepares forits
transformation. It spins a sort of web afier
the manner of the silk worm, and this forms a
lining to the cell, or downy nest, in which the
transformation may be more easily efiected. In
the course of a few days the larva is transform-

]

ed, into a nymph, which, when grown, bites
through the covering of the cell and comes ont
o perfect beew—for two days it stands about
the mouth of itscell, where it is fed with honey
from the mouth of the nurse bee, and after this
it is able to join the swarm in their work.

The same process is observable in respect to
the rearing of drones and quecns.  The egg of
the drone is larger, and when in the nymph
state, it may be kncwn by the covering, which
is convex.

The cells in which queens are reared, are dif-
ferent from those of the working bee. They
are generally placed at the side of the comb,
and have something of the appearance of a
peary,—the wider end, which forms the bottom,
is uppermost, and the narrower, which forms
the mouth of the cell, is turned down. In such
« position it might be thought, the larva would
immediately fall out, but it is retained by the
glutinous nature of the substance which sup-
plics it with food. There are several royal
cells crected, someumes, we are told, from two
or three to tweniy, but rarely so many as this
last number. And now when the lurve in
these royal cells are about being transformed,
the old queen becomes agitated and secks their
destruction.  She would, to accomplish this
end, tear open the coverings and bite or sting
the larve to death, but the working bees de-
fend them and beat her back. The queen thus
repulsed, runs up and down over the royal cells
and communicates her agitation to a large pro-
portion of the other bees, which, forming anew
society, composed partly of young bees, and
parily of old, fly off from the parent hive in
quest of a new abode. In this way the old
queen is the leader of the first swarm.

The nurse bees continue to wateh the royal
laryee, which, as the eggs were laid at intervals,
they do not come to perfection on the same day.
Onc it may be, has been covered up for sevew
days, and now in the shape of a young queen,
she puts forth her horns and would be free
from her confinement,~—~the nurse bees, how-
ever, will not permit her to come out until she
is able to fly ; and it is supposed they judge of
her capability oy her voice. No sooner does
the young queen come out than she manifests
the same desire with her predecessor for the
destruction of the royal larve.  She runs over
and over them ecager to sting them to death,
but being beaten back, she also becomes agi-
tated, others participatein it, when a portion of
the bees leave the hive and cluster on the outside.

( Tobe continued.) )
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TRUE FRIENDSHIP.

BY JANE TAYLOR.

Blind to ourselves,—to othars not less blind,

Whao slowly boarns to andersiand manhuld.
Sanguine and avdent, ndispuscd 1o huld

The coutivus wasims that vy fathers wld,

We pluce new ohjects i the Lurest light,

And offer gen'rous friendship at liest sight.
Expeet, (thuugh nat the first-rate mewal powers)
A mind at least in auiaon with onrs §

Free from those meaner faults that most conspire
To damp our love, if nut put vut 1ts fire.

Cold o’vr the Lienrt the shight expression steals,
Fhut fivst some trait of chiaracier revenls;

Some fuult, perbaps, lss prominent aloue,

But causing painful fijctien withour own.

Long is the barsh reluctant note supprest,

We drivethe cold suspicion fium our breast;

But when confirm'd, our gen'rous love condemn,
Turn off disgusted with the world aud them,
Resulve no mmeat Friendship’s fune to serve,
And call her names she dues not quite deserve.
But this is rush=-Expericnce would confess

That friendship's very lrailtivs chill us less
(Sincere and well intemioned all the while)

Than the world’s complaisunt and polisl’d smile.
With ather chauels, n meless in my verse,
Friemls mnst be held “for better or for worse;"”
Ard that alune true friendship we shall call,
Which undertahes to love us, fawlts and all;

And she who guides this humble line conld prove,
‘There is, there s, such candid gen’rous love,
And from the life, her faithful hand could paint
Gluwing exceptivns to her owa compluint.

i

REGISTER—ANCASTER, 1840.

Thermometer. Barometer.
DATE. . WEATHER.
9a. el Ya.m | 9ron
QOct. 1 56| 56°H 29.02 | 29.09 [\fisty. .

2 57 58 <03} 28.73 fino, windy, rain at night.

3 43 438 28.86 | 29.03 frartly cloudy, windy.

4 57 59 Q9.04 L02 [Hair and choar,

5 60 (1] 00 ) 925.94 {{Do. do.

6 55 35 28.96 29.10 {ipo. do.

7 59 50 29.18 213 fipa. dry haze.

38 56 63 .1 A5 Do, do.

9 47 43 «30 .31 |lRainy, a. m, cloudy, p. m.
10 46 52 26 <11 liCloudy .
11 57 58 28.76 | 28.73 WD, a liule 1in, a. m., windy.
12 | 50 | 44 -86 97 fiDa. do. do.
13 51 54 .97 93 |iFuir and clear.:
14 52 45 .98 29.10 |{po. do.
15 | 44 | 43 || 29.20 .28 Do, do.
16 40 41 .35 .28 ino. do.
17 43 | 50 .16 - 19 liay, drizzling rain.
18 52 35 .18 1 ||Dense fog. 1uin at night.
19 62 56 28.94 | 28.99 \Vindy, rainy.
20 50 51 29.12 1 29.15 HiFuirand clear.
21 48 15 .07 | 28.96 [iCloudy, some rain, p. m.
2 | 41 | 51 .08 91 IParuy cloudy.
23 50 39 28.80 .97 |'Do. do.  windy.
24 37 40 29.18 | 99.16 |[Do. do.
25 39 33 28.97 | 28.95 ||Suowing, a m., cloudy, p. m., lightning at night.
26 33 31 SOl | 29,15 fPanly cloudy. )
7 35 49 29.12 -07 iMostly cloudy, shight shower in"the evening,
28 14 46 .00 .01 | Miaty, some drizzling rain, a.m. )
29 | 44 | 3 200 | 28.86 || Misty, rainy.
30 42 40 28.86 =88 ||Cloudy.
31 40 43 .90 | 29.06 ||Fair, partly cloudy.

a
Means,/47.84 48.68 i 29.035 | 29.043

‘Mean temperature of the month, 48.26 ©,~highest 739, lowest27°.



