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. God's Covenant with Abram, Gen: 17:19, .
CE ‘He believedmthe LORD ;and he countéd' it ‘t,o :_hjm for
- fighte usﬁg’sg,f’; Ge’n.i'ﬁﬁ*: 6. ° _ -
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“INTRODUCTORY DRILL—ABRAM.

" Y. Nomore atgiist hame thon that of Abraham atands upon the page of history, .
- ‘To'his contemporaries, he was bug one:of themselves, a powerful chief of a pomadic .- -
claii§ bt to. subsequient ages, he has become the- “ fountain and ‘source * of every spirits . ...
sing and the-father of all thein-that Believe. Outside of the four Gospels, no.... - -
iography is so significant ag his. In it we: read the harter of the charch, and,..

X m;c_ng sth‘whi'ch it is 'fpgi‘;degi. @ezfdxqi!?s'dg.'s"' Ihe\ASQSJBgf ; e8,"

. A

st importan relationships. .
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was the eighth.in direct descent from Bhem. The following. table.._
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‘Raghel L

N (F ‘s deseription of ‘Ch;lcyfea:m—ﬂ;é 'ti,mt‘a.orf Abram,, sgg’ﬂié text-book fofgenior achiol-
815, “Abraham; His Life and Times,” by Rev. W. J. Deane, chapter 1. Every teacher .-
should read this book. . Its price s only T0.conts). -

- Abfawy was boro af. Ur, mow beyond dispute identified with Miugher, on the right
“bank-of the Euphrates, about 125 miles from’the-Persian-gulf. "The family had coms . .-
| from:the borders of Armenia in the noith, and Terah, at leagt, sesms to havo besh.-an .
g idolater(Josh. %3 2). Numerous legends, however, testify to.the. staidy constancy of - -
~Abréham, whose strength of character marked him out as-a fittihg agent-for the éxecu.
BB tion of the -divine purposs (ch 18 19). The covenadt of grace; made known to. oir . .-
first parents, and ratified o Noah on behalf'of mankind, is now to-be ce-confirmed. to .-
. Abrapi as the: depositary of its blessings. He is separated:by a divine call from sure -.
- rounding idolafrous-inflitences, full.r revelation.is vouchsafed to him and more définite. .. -
promicesare given. "To him'the v-God of glory appesred ” bidding him removetoa .-
' -land which-would in dus time be shewn him, and in obedience to the divine.command . .
fh‘ex‘?fiéle:famﬂy returned {9 the north and dwelt. fora time alt Haran, whére Terah died, ~_ .
~ Qur last leston uarrated Abram's departure. from Haran and arrival'in the promised Jand. | \
TS THAOHERS' PREPARATION LEAVLEY Is published weekly by the General ‘Assembly's Sabbath School
Cxumittes, Presbyterian Ohuroli in Canada, at 85.cents & year, or 2o. if tour or more copies .are eent:to
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2. As we have come to-one of the pivotal points of history, {t may-bd well{o remem-
ber some of the otheérs and their ‘chrunvlugical purs eutive, Fix.in-the momory, the
., names of the following rupresentating characiem. ’(g_my, appear at intervals of -nearly

L BODyears. ¢ .
T B.C.4004 35;10, " 3000. 2500,  2000. 1600,  1000.  500. 4.B.C.°
oo -l | | I

5

. Adam,  Lamech. Enoch. Noah. Abram. Moses, Nolomon. Bazra. 'L‘Ikn'isti

« NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.

.. The intervening portions of-Scriptire-siny ¢ last lessun-embrace (1) Alram's spjourn
-in Egypt; (2): Liot’s choice; (3)-Lots rescue by Abram, (4) The solemn and formal cove
enant;.and (6) The.story of 'Hagar. Our series of lessons is evidently intended to

illustrate the covenant rglationship hiw Lichithic pofriarchs stood, so. that, interesting’
-gnd.important as ate the. Yessuns which-these chapters teacly, we mmust, treaf them: as ** !
side:fiom:our course-and.hestow upon-them merely passing .remark. But, they must -
udied by-the teacher in-ordei ta-got.4 clear gogcepti_on. of Abratw's chavacter. '
$fzeson Pran. I A Covenant God. s 1-3. 'IL A Covénant Head: vs: 4-5.°% °

. Coverniant Promises. vs 6.8, IV. Cuvenant Obligation§. v. 9. L

¢« - I, A-€ovEnant.Gop. 1. When-Abram was ninely years old and nine.—B C.
1897, twenty-four years after he uime-intuthe land, and fourteen, since ‘the coyehant
- .was solemnly entered into (¢h. 15. 7-21). God's delay tested Abram's faith,see 2 Pet.
.- 319, Lam-God Almighty (B. V.)—Hebrew, £ Shadlae. Flohim (God) ig the Being
- who cteates and sustains.natare, Jehapah (yirinted in-our Bibles, LORD):is tlg covenant
.- God.of his prople, by whym grace trimphs over siu, £ Shaddai (almighty God).is the'
.~ omnipotent ‘One who- ipakes all' sulsuive his wicinal purpose-and-fulfil his decroes. |
.- - This name ogcurs freqaently in the bovk of Job. Walk before nge——live asonewhHo ©
- sppreciates the-honor and-privilege of my service. Compare.ch. 24:-40;.48: 15;1 Kings -
9: 4; 3: 6; 3.Kings-20: 3, also Enoch:(ch. 5: 22), Noah (G. 9)- and Job ( 1: 1). 'Be R
pfect—order yourlife by my stendard. » Not sincere merely, unless in th
ivé:sense-of purity;-biut-compléte, upright, holyznotonlyin: Walk,.

he‘toot meaning-of wholy*is “whole,” or perfect. 2+ 1 wi
the tase of leggl docuinent. A token<dr-seal 1§ -now..to be given:
exchanged, asin"ch.-6; 12:. The covenant 15 already entered into (oh.
9w, 4 it were,.solemnly read ovey, signed: and sealed, This vceasion
sréferred'toin Gal 3: 17, 3. Fellon his. face=The lowliest posture of revérence
indicating humble and grateful-acceptance of the promised’ blessing. See verse 17,7
:» where the.joy hutsts forth, It was o common- posture in worship, Gen, 24: 52 Num,
16: 22; Mark 14: 35, God-—£&lodzm. This.is:the third name for God in the cotrse of
. as.mshy verses. Surély it is more reasonalle to believe that this ig an intentional”
yariation on. the pait of one writet, than that scraps frum three different docnments
m&here,pasted'tqg'éthe:, su'to-spesk. The Creator™ promises & namerous posterity.’ o

11, A Covexast Hean. 4, As for-me—>Su far-as conceins:my. part of thg coven-
ant, Verse 9 stipulstes Abrams part. The father of a multitude a6f "nations.
R, V.)=(Gen. 13; 16; 22: 11). « This was true.n a, literal sense. The twelve tr
of Israsl; and many Arab tribes, the fwelve Piiifees of Ishmael, Keturah's descendents
and the.dukes of Edom sprang-frum Lim. But it is‘to be_more magnificently rvealized
in-a spiritual sense.” (Murphy). SeeGal.3.7,9, 20. 5. Abraham—«Father of &
great multitude” (Neh. 9. 7). It reguired some courageé to assume this:nathe and ~
endure tHe-covert ridicale-it would excite. A change of name.as indicative of a change
 of tank or condition may be illustrated by the titles of nobility Plain Mr. Pitt_
. becomesLord Chatham. But pames ‘meant something in Bible timep wnd lands. -
.- Compare Jacob's change of ngme Gen. 35. 10, 11. ‘ : £ e

-
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III. Covenani Prowmses, 6, Kings—Best fulfilled in Christ. Micah 5:2; Rom. 4 -
16,17. 7. An:everlasting covenant—To continne, that is,-to the close of time and -
the blessings to:be-procured by it to-be-rnjoyed thrbughout eternity The promise is
made to:the charch of all-ages. ~ The seed of Abraham will eventually embrace the -
whole human family in fellowship with-God.” (Murphy). Ps 105:8-11." A God to
R B € . - - -7
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heo— A instructor, guide, governdr, friend, a ,wise and loving fathen who. would
Lt onfer on them' Whatever. was for théir-good, chasten them when. they did -wrong,.and.
Eit them for the bigh and important destiny to which he.had called them,” (Jamieson)
Rom, 113:16; 15: 8,9, Compare.ch. 26: 24; 28:13; Heb. 14: 16; Rom: 9: 7-9. 8. The
and, of thy sojourhings (R, V.)—Abraham never owned any of the land except a
hurying place-(ch. 28: 4y 'The Israelites were only God's guests in the land and there-
ore might not-alienate their property~(Lev, 26:: 23). ‘David, devoutly recognizes his
hosition. ds dependent upoh the divine bojpitality (1 Chr. 20: 16). We are_to oherish

oy ,,‘. S

qsee'ﬂsion of Abm{xam\’a descendents for 430 yeats (Bx. 12: 40, 41).' 'The reason for
he delqy'i{; given in Gen. 15: 16. An everlasting possession— The. everlasting cov-

neluded the spiritual seed and the heavenly Canagn.’ (Cosman). The land of
anaan has ceased to be in possessiou of Abraham's descendents, but many think jt
il be again restored to-them. - However that may be, the full meahing of the promise

an be found in notbing short of the « in\h%iﬂsnce incorruptible, undefiled and .unfad-
ing” v regerved in lreaven’ for the true seed:of Abraham (1 Pet, 1: 4).* Their G
his is the sum of all blessings. Ex. 6: T; 39: 45; Lev. 26: 12; Deut. 4: 37: 14: 2; 26: 18;

9: 13; Ps. 48: 14; Rev. 21; 6. ‘ ‘<

1 1v. Covenant Opuicamions. "9, The covenant relation set forth in baptism is
dentical with that of which circumcision %&s the type. We have an excellent oppor-
4 Junity in this lesson’ of impressing upon our scholars the duties and privileges which
4 dest upon them as ¢ children of the covenant.” What ciréumcision meant to the Jew,
aptism meansto the Christian. It is simply a historical fact that the latter took. the
§hiace of the former in the Christian church. TUrge the scholars to cherish the affections
“¥And perform the duties belonging to those who have been solemnly consecrated to the
“Flord _He expecis it of them, and will reward their earnest and faithful effort by a
Hl nfirmed Christian character, Show also that it is-their duty and privilege to confess
H hrist and take their places at the Loxd’s Table. If upprepared to do this « worthily,”
§‘h encourage them to gelf-examination that hinderances may be removed. God
mmands, Christ invites, “the Spirit and the Bride-say Come,”—the sinful heart alone
rbids. Before you teach thiy lesson will yon not ask that it be blessed to yourself
d to each of your scholars, praying for each one by name and in accordance with
hat you believe to be his, or her, spiritual condition ? M . .-

 SUMMARY AND REVIEW. -

“Pwenty-four years of Abram's'life have passed since our last lesson. He is now
carly & hundred years old Perhaps sometimes he wondered if God would really do
bat he had promised. It seemed impossible without a miracle. So Ged ap egred
bain'to him and announced himself by a new name. Abram knew him as deg

he coveriant God, whose promise of a Saviour wag confirmed to Noah and himseif.

ure. Now for the first tiine he is reminded that he is the Almighty, who is able to

e precious-truth in these three names—Our covenant Godand Sayieur, who made us,
‘able to make all thirigs work together for good-to them that love him. (Rom. 8: 28).

braham did not receive the promises for himself alone. He is. made the head and
R presentative of an innumerable posterity. But most of Abtaham's deseertlents were

outside of the covenant. “In Isaac shall thy seed be called” Although the
raclites became a great people it wounld be extravagant to say that they were like the
ds on the sea shore, or the stars in the sky, ‘Abraham stands for the whole race;

‘but.$ince Ohrist 8aid « Go ye into all the world and-tell men that God sa loved
orld &c.” the true mieaning of this covenant hag become clearer, The kingdoms
thiis world shall yet become the kingdoms of our Lond and of his Christ. and.he-shall

f 13+ everand ever over a.redesmed race. (Rev. 11:15).. Abraham. stands-as the
vendnt bead of Israel unti} the time.of Christ, and under the Gospel dispensation, of

e niot wotk, give, and pray for this glorious-triumph-of missions.

- ~

%

nant and the everlasting possession thow that the.covenant aud the promised inheritance -

ovah -
& knew him too as Creator, he who- made and sustained everything, the Lord of _

ake nature’s laws bend to carry out'his gracious purpose as Jehovah. So we have .

 as Adam ‘and Noah did. ¥or a time one little nation alone enjoyed-the favor of *

B'e’]}séve'rjs who:are ultimatély to embrace mankind restored to fellowship with

.
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In every- covennnl. b}mm afp’ I.wo parts, ,pro seﬂ snd o\ali ﬁons I ﬂﬁs one G
promises and all Abraham's "sged” are CAder reciprocal obﬁggtxo 8. Abiphow
. assuied that this time the.covenant shall notbé frustrated:by:a flood or a Babel bube
innumerable maltitade eball enjoy its blessings. Next the land was assign the
which was“tobe theis ho;ne antil “ the fulpess of the time" Gal 4: 4), Qu bfﬂ.g
nation was to.spring One who was in a special sense his ¢ Se (Gal 3. 6)) wlio- m
eventually to draw all mén unto him (John 12 32). Through Christ the pro L;
wauld seceive ita amplest fulfiment and the eternal inheritance, heaven, would be
. inalienable possession of all believers. ) - j

- Bat thess prumises Involve corresponding obligations. While e enjoy .ca one
privileges We must remémber cuvenant responsibilities. If God is graciouily “QuiE- G
we must not prove disloyal to Him. He deserves our love ; he has proved Worthy
out trusli lo serve bim is our highest honor and happmess and to confes&hlmt’

fore men is the condition of acceptance at last.
A COVENANT A COVENANT = COVENANT
GOD. ] HEAD. . PROMISES.
—_— . L — —— )
Jehovah. . Israel. Land.
. Creafor. - . Believers, &  Christ. . .
Almighty. Mankind, * .Heaven. s
. / ~
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‘based on the text-bok, © The Sabbath School Teacher's Handbook, of, The Princiy ®
and Practice of Teachlng, with spoclal referente to the Sabbath School,” and pzfep‘»l
by Principal Kirkland of the Toronto Normal School. o
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one of the must .;mpurtaat pnnciples,‘fox no plece of mental or spi;:if.nal eipe enc
isvlated. Every thnshl. and action In our life is aseocxatcd with some other thms
or actaon., E

'.Diﬁ'erent kinds of Associa.tion.

(1 ) C‘rmuguuy o I’Iace, by wbioh the locality is assocxabed with the events ;
pened there. E?x—k‘atmos with John, Jacob’s Well thh .Ies’as, &c. Gl
examples.. :

(2) Association by Szmz‘lmmy —When two objects that resemble each ot.he 7-3 G
ontemplated logethes, the one cannot be rsca.lled mﬂ)ouf" recalling the o (‘i
examples. :

3 Aoamm:wn by Contrast —-By this is meant that vne Ampression, objeﬁ Or
l»call up the image of its opposite or contrast, Ex. —The bonse on the 1o
t.he house on the sand, Peter boasting snggests Peter denying N

(4 Cawe and Eﬂ‘m-—-'thm is Ll:.e most importnnt ptinc.ple af associa on.

3 8. What ip the Associatzon heze ? Gnve othex iyﬁnces.
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