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CHRISTIAN BANNER.

“If any man speak, lethim speak as the oracles of God.”
*This 13 love, that we walk after lus commandments,”?

VOL. X. COBOURG AND BRIGHTON, MAY 1856. NQ. &.

THE VOICE OF TRUTH.

Truth, like pure gold, is indistructible. Itis pure and spotless as
the throne of Him who gave it birth, and lasting as his eternal years.
Truth was born when light gleamed forth from chaotic darkness; and
when man sinned, and was banished from the groves of Paradise, she
Labited herself in a pilgrim’s attire, and she has been his faithful com-
paniou in all his melancholy wanderings, With a fidelity that wavers
not, 2 promptitude that fails not, and a clearness that falters not, she ad-
monishes him of his duty, warns him of his danger, and dircets him in
the path of happiness. But in the whirlwinds of his stormy career, her
cahn voice is often stified. Iler tone i3 not the clarion note, not the
clanger of the bugle, sounding for battle. It is more like the clear,
shrill utterances of silver trumpets used by Jewish priests to call the
princes of the tribes into the prescnee of the Lord ; those trumpets that
gave a “ certain sound,” which fcll on the car as shrill and startling as
the voice of an angel.  Gentle and soothing s that voice, full of com-
fort in woe. er cadences are calm and delightful to the soul of sor-
row. Like the going down of the sun after a storm, when myriads of
drops refleet his colored rays, and the Yight bow lies on the shoulders of
the retreating cloud. Iler voice hath power over all hearts that will
listen 1o its melting tenderness, as she pleads the cause of the poor and
needy.  When she clothes herself in the habiliments of mourning fur
the righteous poor oppressed, and stands in the cotrances ofiron hearted
tyranny, none can withstand the voice of her pleading, none can resist
the terrible severity of her piercing rebuke.
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When the disheartened prophet fled to Horeb,.and sought a cave
wherein he migh? iie down and die, her faithful admonitions awoke to
life his dying resolutions, and sent him forth again as the stern reformer:
of upostate Tsracl. It was not in the terrors of nature to arouse the
dormant moral energies of the fainting prophet for the mighty task..
The whirlwind carcered around the mountain’s brow, shook down.its
fovests, and swept in desolating ruin by. But God was not in the
whirlwind. Then the carthquake moved the mountain from its rocky
hase, and massy heaps came tumbling down the sides of ITorch,—but
where was Elijak?  Xis desponding soul gave no response to the terri-
ble majesty of the earthquake. Then a fire kindled around its base
came up its sides all wildly, sending its curling smoke in volumesto the
slkies. This also passed, and the soul of the injured prophet was proof
against earthquake, fire, and tempest. Now a voice still, low, and soft
a4 whispered voices from the spirit land, fallsupon his car.  Won by its
silver tone, he bastens in the drapery of his mantle-folds to the cave’s

" mouth, and stauds in muffed face to hear the “still small voice” of
iatelligenee and truth.

Once more attend.  Turn. from Horeb to Calvary; from Elijah to
Josug.  the voice of Jesus is the voice of truth. His plaintive carn-
estness which carried merey to smitten hearts, had been heard in vast
assemblics, from the Holy City to the Jowliest hamlet in the promised
laud, Lvery town and village in Judea conld testify to its persuasive
tenderness.  In desert lands the sighing breeze bore on its wings the
pathos of its melody. At length he is summoned before the l’nn,ur.x-
tor.  Pilate was no stranger to the popular reports of his cloquence and
kis mighty works. Jesus told him “for this cause came I into the
world, that I should bear testimony to the fruth.”  For a moment the
Judge became a man, and forgetting the Roman senate, and the author-
ity of officc, his moral feelings gain a brief ascendency, long enough for
him to ask, ¢ What is truth?” Dut jmmediately rclapsing into the
dignity of station, he turns away, vor de‘gns to hear the reply. The
vaice of truth was stifled.. Nor has Pilate alone asked the qucetion
wijhout waiting for the answer. All who turn awpy from the voice. of
him v.ho stood ready to teach the Roman judge, partic’pate in the
gullt of bis rejection.  Ilappy thcv who always hear the voice of mercy,
Iove, :md tl:uth S

A. 8. IavpEw.
. Miram, April 16, 1856.
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SINCERITY SEEKING THE WAY TO HEAVEN.

CHRAPTER IV.

Asour young friend returned kiome, after hearing tlic Calvinist Bap-
tist, he met with & Universalist preacher in conversation with a lawyer
of his acquaintance, a skeptic; when the following conversation took
place :

FLawyer. Mr. 8., what is the matter that you are following the
preachers up?  Are you about being deluded by the noisc and preten-
ces of religion ?

Sincerity. 1 am greatly distressed in regard to my salvation. I
had supposed that religion was a very plain matter, and that one could
become a Christian at any time; but the more I think about it the
greater my perplexity.

L. Yes, sir; and the more you try to understand it the more you
will be perplexed. In my younger days I was in the same condition
with yomrself. I listened to the preachers several years, but found that
I could not understand them, that they disagree among themselves;
and, having turned iny attention to the law, I have found something
tangible, and that can be acted upon, and have, therefore, concluded to
leave my salvation to God. T will try and look out for myself in this
world, and leave God to take care of me in the next, if there be any.

S. I am inclined to think—indeed, I am compelled to admit—that
s0 far as my experience goes, what you say about the preachers appears
to be the case.  But then they are good men certainly.

L. I admit, frecly, that they are good men. Here is our neighbor
H., the presiding Xlder, is 2 good and a self-sucrificing man.  He spends
his whole time in preaching, and visiting the members of his church,
and, I think, only reccives some three hundred dollars a year for his
services, while T make a thousand a year with far less labor. Yet I
have listened to him trying to point out the way of salvation, and I
could see no plan or system, that any man of sense could act wupon, or,
in other words, I could see nothing tangible that I could take hold of.
Not only so0, but, I have scen numbers of sincere persons come to him in
slie church, and inguire of him what to do, and have heard him tell
them. to pray and be prayed for, and bave seen him pray for them, and
- they would still g ;?o away mourning and. lamenting that they were not

pardéned. ' :

S§. T have scen the same, and have had soveral private convérsa-
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tions with Mr. H., in which he failed to give me any satisfaction in re-
gard to the way of salvation ; and, as you say, it does appear to me that
he had no plan. I think that, though he is a good, an honest, and a
sincere man, he does not understand the gospel.

L. No, Mr. S, you do not apprehend the difficulty. He is, as you
say, o good, an houest, and sincere man, but he is deluded, and the
preachers are all in the same predicament. None of them understand ;
and the reason is, religion is all a delusion: it has no understanding to
it.

8. If I thought all the preachers were as incapable of giving light
as Mr. H., I should be even more miserable than Tam. But it is mor-
tifying and discouraging to me to hear you ascribe the blemeto religion
iiself. My impression is, that the fault is in the incompetency of some
men to set forth christianity, and not in the obscurity in religion itself,

L. There is where you are mistaken ; the fault is not in the men,
but in religion. If you desire to obtain relief from your despondency,
you had better drive this gloomy subject from your mind. Turn your
attention to your business, and try to take eare of yourself, for if you do
not take care of yourself, nobedy will do it for you. Come over the
way and let us get something to take, and not allow ourselves to fall
into gloomy despondency.

Universalist. Mr. L., T think you have passed but a poor compli-
ment upon religion and ministers. If you will allow me to explain to
you the blessed gospel of God’s universal paternity, I can show how you
can find comfort to your mind, and how our mutual friend, Stncerity,
may find relief from all his troubles. I see what itis, Mr. L., that has
driven you, and will drive you, Mr.§, into unbelief, if you are not re-
iieved. It is the Pagan notion of ¢ everlasting punishment”— eter-
nal dampation.” If ‘you onmce understood the blessed doctrine of a
world’s salvation, your mind would be at rest.

S.  Youridéa is then, if I understand you, that the source of my
distress is in a misappreliension of mind, and not in any real danger.

U. 1 think, sir, that you are actually in 2 dangerous condition, but
the danger is not what you fear. The only thing that will afford you
relief is the blessed doctrine of a world’s salvation.

S.  You consider then that I am really safe, if I only knew it, and

" sll'that is necessary is to show me and our friend lere, Mr. L., that we
are in no danger, to make us happy. -

-
.
g
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U.. Yecs,sir; that is, there isno danger of any  eternal damnation”
or “everlasting punishment,” as the orthodox teach.

“L. Did you say, sir, that the orthodox doctrine of ¢ cternal damna-
tion” and “ overlasting punishment” isa “Pagan notion 1

U. Yes, sir, I did, and can prove it.

L. Well, then, sir, Jesus taught < Pagan notions,” for he used this
identical language. He spoke of persons whom he declared to be in
danger of ¢ eternal damnation,” and others whom he declared should
go into « everlasting punishment.” This is the teaching of your Mas-
ter, and this you call ¢ Pagan notions.” Ts this the respect you show
to the teachings of Jesus?

U. These passages do not mean that—the fact is——

L. The fact is, you do not believe your Bijble any morc than I do,
nor do you any more honor Jesus. He says, “He who believeth not
the Son, shall not see life.” Do you believe this?

-and

L. And. as a matter of course, that your Master did not tell the
truth when He said, ¢ He that believeth not the Son shall not see life.”
How is this?

U. 1 can prove~—I can show—the Bible says:

L. The Bible says, that you ¢ strengthen the hands of the wicked
that he should not relurn from his wzcl.cd teay, by promising him life.”
Still you will dichonor the Bible in promising the wicked life, and
strengthen the hands of the wicked that he should not retwrn from his
wicked way, will you?

U. That means—T hold—I—I—if I talk any more it shall be with
a man who has some sense, and not with you, sir. Good-by.

L. Youmay have some sense, but there is no sense in your doctrine.
TFriend Sincerity let me say to you, before we separate, that this kind of
treatment from preachers has convinced me that religion is all a delu-
sion, None of their doctrine is true.  As I said hefore, I shall try and
take care of myself in this world, and trust to God to take care of me

"hereafter. I mustgo. Good-by.

Sincerity walked along homeward, ruminating in his mind as follows :

My trouble inereases upon me every day. In the place of finding any
1xelief,-mew diffictilties rise hefore me. These unfortunate men with
-«whoin  IT hd¥e bech ‘conversing have not one ray of light. If there is
nothing better than they can present, the world is lost.-. Is it possible

U. That passage means—I—I—1T can prove that all shall see life,

e Sy



)
138 THB CHRISTIAN BANNER.

that people in general have no better understanding in regard to these
matters than those with whom X have conversed? I am perfectly con-
founded! Canit be that Mr. L. is right, and that religion is all a des
lusion? I hopeit is not, for then all must be darkness and gloom. In
this casc, we must live in uncertainty, and die in doubt. The thought
of giving up all hope of finding any better instruction is insupportable.
I cannot endure it. I will go home and read my Bible through, at all
events. I am wretched now, and certainly should he miserable to die
in this condition. I have now found four classes of men, aud neither of
them haye afforded me the least satisfaction :

1. Mr. IL insists upon the necessity of secking the Lord. In this,
he has satisfied me, that he is right 3 but he has shown me no dircctions
from the Bible, pointing me the way to the Lord.

2. The Calvinist Buptist insists that I can do nothing, and that if 1
am of the non-clect, I never can come to the Lord, no matter how I seek.

.This I do not believe, for the Lord would not require me to seek him,
knowing that I could do nothing.

2. My ncighbor, the lawyer, has become disgusted with the whole
matter, and has resolved to engross his mind with the aftuivs of the
world, and leave the result with God, believing that religion is all &
delusion.

4. As to this Universalist preacher, he is trying to satisfy his own
mind, and the minds of others, with the notion that man is safe without
any conversion, for therc is no danger of being lost, as there is no hell
or lake of fire. But this most ridiculous, absurd, and blasphemous doc-
trine gives the lie to the whole Bible, for its whole spirit is, ¢ cxcept
ye repeut, ye shall perish.”

Inmy opinion, these latter three doctrines, if they are doetrines, ave
useless, as neither proposes to make the world any better, or do any-
thing for the world. I could see propricty in the position of Mr. IL,
if he could show what the Scriptures require me to do. But I must
read my Bible through, and see if I can find nothing better.

Picty is the only proper and adequate relief of decaying man.
He that grows old without religious hope, as he deelines into imbecility
and feels pains, and sorrows jncessantly crowding upon him; falls into a
gulf of bottomless misery, in,which every rveflection must plunge him
deeper, and where he finds only new gradations of anguish, and precipi~

" ces of horrar.

.
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LETTERS TO THE PREACHERS, No 2.

T once had the privilege of attending a Bible class while at Bethany,
Virginia, the specific object of which was to review our teachings on
the conditions of salvation as proclaimed in the commission and Acto—
to see what God bas required of the sinner in order to salvation and to
correet ourselvesif we should be found in error.  That class was eom-
posed of onc of the professors of Bethany College—several prominent
members of that church-—and a number of students, among whom was
a young Baptist preacher, We determined to detect whatever fanlt
there might bein our way of preaching first principles. We tried to
forget everything we had ever learned on that subject and went all over
it anew. Every objection we could think of or malke out from the tcxt
was forwarded and fairly examined. Fach one set himself about sus-
pecting his former faith ; and so far asT can judge of my own feelings
and of those of the whole class, I think we were very willing to aban-
don any point, even our most distinguishing theorics, if proved falee.
I need not state the result which you anticipate, for we all felt immene-
urably strengthened and the Baptist brother in a fow montl’s after eom-
meneed preaching the same gospel.

Let this be a preface tomy next point: we, brethren, have underta-
ken to Jearn the whole truth.  We cannot say that we have yet reached
that end. I doubt not that we can yet learn more. Our opponents
say we have changed. Perhaps so; but if true it is the change of
place on account of progression—a change from childhood to youth or
manhood. We are happy to say that we have learned much in twenty
years. The votarice of creeds two or three hundred years old bhave
learned little or nothing for two or three hundred years® As preachers
we are not bound like the slaves of the Westminster Confession tomum-
ble over and over again the old, stale, piebald, spectaclesbestrid sturid-
ities of former ignorance, declaring that we “sincerely receive aad
adopt the Confession of Faith of this church as containing the system
of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures”—“that we believe some men
and angels are predestinated unto cverlasting life and others forc-or-
dained to everlasting death—particularly and unchangeably dosigned,

and their number so certain and definite that it can neither be increased

nor diminished.” Presbyterian Creed, pp. 25, 441.
I think I may say we have not only learned how to receive new t.ymh,
but also how to reject some old errors.  Our position on the Bible alone




140 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

admits of growth in knowledge. We occupy the highest ground on
earth. No new denomination can cver get above our position. We
hold tho highest mound on all the plain. Although reformation has
succeeded reformation in the persons of Lutherans, Presbyterians, Meth-
odists, &e., each indeed developing somo new and true element of chwisti-
anity not fully or not at allen.braced by their respective predacessors,
there will now be no further need of another ; for should any uae here-
after discover a new planet in the moral heavens, we, not having sworn
to learn no more of the heavenly scienee, as most creed makers have,
can consistently adopt the new truth and let the discoverer find a home
with us; for as old parties generally remain steadfast in their error,
reformers heretofore have been compelled to make a new seet or never
reform at all. Instead of a great reformation cvery half century we
prefer a small one every day or year in the whole body of christians,
ever learning and moving on together.

The true principle of reformation in religion is precisely the same as
in science. A sectin Astronemy! Ridiculous.—How the old Ptolemaic
Astronomers would figure in the year A. D. 1856, still believing the
carth to be the gentre of the solar system, rcjecting all that has been
proved by Copernicus and others. A Botanical Creed ! holding a scet
of botanists to what was known one hundred years ago, ignoring all
that others have added to the seience to this hour!

A Geological Creed! The scicnce of Geology istoo extensive, too
infantile, too undeveloped to be tied down by a set of articles bounding
it on all four sides and preventing farther rescarch. A man who would
make such assumptions would not receive ihe least respect. Men of
science know betger than to tolerate such ignorance for o moment.

Yet the most superficial in the knowledge of the Bible are ever ready
to mark the length and hreadth, the depth and Leight, of a book that
treats of heaven and hell, time and eternity, body and soul and spirit,
of men and angels, of Creation, providence, and redemption, of incarna-
tion, resurrection, and eternal judgment, and all the other deep {hings
of the omniscient God.

Our plan is to keep the Bible open as earth’s students do the hook of
nature, " This, brethren, is & summit to which we may with boldness
call all lovers of truth. Let usbe bold in it. It wmarks 2 new era in
the progress of christian knowledge : and if God has chosen us to hold
forth the truth at this important epoch, let us do it ¢ornestly, sincerely,
prayerfully. T. M.

_ Williamsville, April 20.
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BODY, SOUL, AND SPIRIT.

Among the many inventions sought out by which to divest God’s
works of their grandeur, revelation of its sublimity, and strip God’s
threatenings of their potency over the human mind, the wide spread
and spreading ideas that man has no spiritual part and will not be pun-
ished hereafter (so artfully and industriously promulgated by the press
and tongue) are not the least dangerous and destructive to piety, elevat-
ed hope, and joy.

The promulgators of these ideasclaim to do so as an antidote to the
absurdities of modcrn spirituclisie and errors of theology, but we think
it is more to quict conscience and make God’s denunciations against sin
powerless and gratify the vanity of the human heart.

The first of these ideas we design to review at present and will pre-
sent it as o question, thus : Has man a spiritual part which exists after
the hody dies and moulders into dust 2 In answering this question we
do not desigu to defend *he absurdities of modern spiritualism, nor to
endorse any of the errors of any system of theology ancient or modern,
pagan or protestant, but learn from the inspired volume what the Lord
has been pleased to commuicate to man on this impertant subject.
Neither do we design to notice all the sophistry and false issues which
its advocates make use of to uphold their views; for if the affirmative
be cstablished by inspization, all the sophistry thrown around it is of
little importance.

Those who take the negative affirm that manis a simple, not a com-
pound being : that he was formed wholly of the dust and is simply a
living body, and goes wholly into the grave when life qgases. But their
own reasonings when presented in detail, contradiet their position ; for
they not only admit but urge that every man has a soul and a body,
and if so, he cannot be a simple entity, but a compound being, Though
the advocates of the no-spirit doctrine, define man to be a unit being,
formed wholly of the dust, they are compelled to admit that after man
was made of the dust, God put the breath of life into him and then he
beeame a living soul.  They contend that the breath of life is life itself,
and all that God put into man was breath or life. Tt is unfortunate;
however, for thesc theorists thatthe Lord himself has said something
about life which contradicts this view and in which he has elearly shown
that the life is not the breath, and that the breath does not contain the

life, The Lord when addressing Noah after he had'left the avk’in- |
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structed him as follows, < every moving thing that liveth shall be meat
for you even as the green herb have Igiven you all things, But the
flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, ye shall not eat,”
Gen. 9: 3, 4. Observe, the Lord says the blood is the life of the flesh
or body, and this plainly confutes the idea that the breath is the life
and overturns the whole theory of those who say that man is only a liv-
ing body. Again, see Lev. 17: 11, ¢ For the life of the flesh is the
blood : and I have given it to you upon the altar t» make an atonement
for your souls, for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for your
souls.” Aund verse 14, “Tor il s the life of all flesh ; the blood of it
is for the life thercof; therefore I said unto the children of Isracl, Ye
shall eat the blood of no manner of flesh : for the life of all manner of
flesh #s the blood thereof'; whosoever eateth it shall be cut off.  Ilere
the Lord repents the declaration made to Noah, that the bluod is the
life of all flosh, or the life is in the blood, and if in the blood it is not
in the breath : hence the life and breath of life are not the same.  The

life, whatever it is, was not formed of the dust ; hence man is not formed

wholly of dust,’and so much only of him as was formed out of the dust
will go into the grave,

In offering proof of the aflimative of this proposition we shall not
cnter upon the consideration of all the meanings of the terms soul and
spirit, as used by inspired persons.  Though the terms psuche and paeu-

ma translated sonl and spirit are applied to different things in scripture, |

yet if it can be shown that they are applicd to man to represent some-
thing which is neither the body nor thelife, then we conccive that the
whole matter in dispute is settled. Now it is evident that no trath
plainly stated by the Saviour and his apostles will contradict any other
truth stated by the Lowd in any part of his word. No truth found in
the old Testament will cuntradict nor will he contradicted by any truth
in the new Testament. In Lev. 17, to which we already called atten-
tion, the blood or life is said to be given to make an atoncment on the
altar for the soul which shows that Ly the soul is meant something
different from either the body or life.  In Peter’s Ist Epistle, 1,22, ad-
dressing the saints he says, “ seeing ye have puriied your soulsin obey-
ing the truth,” &e. Here the soul cannot mean the body; for that
would contradict his teaching in chapter 3, 21. ¢ The like figure where-
unto cven baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the
filth of the flesh, but the answer of & good conscience toward God) by
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the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” It caunot mcan the life; for that is
never said to be purified by faith and obedience. John says in Rev. 6,
9, “And when he had opencd the fifth seal, X saw under the altar the
souls of themn that were slain for the word of God and for the testimony
which they held.” It is assumed by those who do not believe that man
has a spirit, that soul here means the body, but that canuot be, since
they are said to be iu a state of waiting and that after death. Whatever
may be the preeise meaning of this part of the vision, it is incontrovert-
ibly certain that ifno part of man can exist in a state of consciousness
after death, these souls would not have been represented as waiting and
conscious of the injustice which bad been done them on carth, nor
would they De represented as under the altar, complaining against thoze
on carth. The Saviour when teaching his disciples by parables as
recorded in Luke 16 : 19, 31, introduces by parable the case of a rich
man enjoying wealth and pleasure, and a poor man enduring poverty
and pain. h

They both dic; and the poor man is carried by angels to Abraham’s
bosom, but the rich man lifts up his eyes in hades being in torment.
Now if men could not be rich nor poor, suffer pain and die, the Saviour
would not have referred to these things as realities. If there were no
consciousness after death and man could neither enjoy pleasure nor en-
dure pain, then neither Abraham®s bosom nor torment in hades would
have been spoken of by our Lord.  The Saviour in teaching never led
any one into false views of things by refurring to any thing which was
notreal: hience we conclude that it souls did not exist after death in a
conscious state, they would not be represented as in such a statein the
vision given to the beloved John.

Being convineed that soul in the above quotations refers to a part of
man which does not die with the body, we now present some thoughts
on the term spirit.  As spirit has several aceeptations in seripture, and
is applicd to air, to wind, and to Deity, there can be no impropriety in
using it to designate an indistructible and ever active part of man. But
bas man « spirit? is now the point to be considered. God is called a
Spirit, John =, 24, and the comforter promised to the apostles is ealled
a spirit, “the Spirit of Truth.? Angels are called spirits, Heb. 1, 14.
Man is said to have a spivit, Becl. 12, 75 Acts 7, 59, We may be told
that spiyit in the last two quotations means only breath; if so, what
propriety is there in saying that the last portion of sir which we inhalo
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retutiis to God? And why should Stephen be sa anxious about his
breath? That Stephen meant something more than breath or even
life will not be doubted by any unprejudiced, enlightened mind. We
| shall now hear from Paul, Row. 8, 16, « The Spirit itself beareth wit-
ness with our spirit that we are the children of God.” Spirit here evi~
dently means something which is active—knows—can understand—and
rely on testimony.  Again we shall hear Paul analyze man, which he
does in Ist Thes. 4, 23, “And the very God of peace sanctify you
wholly ; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preser-
ved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Dr. Mack-
night translates this verse as follows; ¢ And may the God of peace
himself sanetify you wholly ; and may your whole person, the spirit and
‘thé soul and the hody, be preserved unblamable, till the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” Since Paul in this place used the phrase ¢ whole
person,” and then the words corresponding to spirit, soul, and body,
and joined the article and conjunction with them as Macknight has done,
there isno room left for a doubt that he viewed man as a compound
being, composed of a spirit, 2 soul or life, and a body or material part.
Here we have plain evidence from an inspired pen that man hasa
“body made alive by the breath of life, and also a spirit which may
return to God when death dissolves the union between the life and body.
This oracle from Paul's pen cannot be overturned by any other scripture
even when the most unjust modes of interpretation are used. In 2nd
Cor. 5: 1, 2, weread as follows: “Weknow that if our carthly house
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house
“not made with handscterual in the heavens.” ¢ For in this we groan
ear:estly desiring to be clothed with our house which is from heaven.
What, weask, was it which knew about the house made without hands
and desired to be clothed with = house from heaven which would be
eternal? It could not be human life nor breath; for that could never
animate & heavenly or spiritual body nor enter heaven. It could not
be the human body, for that is mortal, and mortality will never appear
- on the heavenly plains; and a mortal body cannot be clothed with or
in an immortal one.  According to Paul’s philosophy of man it must be
the spirit—that ever active J which will survive the wreck of the world
. {--andexist forever, in weal or wee. In Verse 8th the apostlesays & We
ik arcconfident, T say, and willing rather to be absent from the bodyy md
; {L¥0e fresent with the: Lord” This doos not look- ngomg'whohy
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into the grave at death, but shows that Paul knew thnt on leaving the
body he should be with the Lord.

If man is wholly animal or earthly, we do not know what the Savigur
died tosave, Certainly not the animal soul or life, for that must per-
ish, for ¢ it is appointed unto man once to die”® It was not the body,
for every carthly tabernacle must moulder into dust, and the wicked
dead will be raised to meet their final doom at the same tribunal as the
righteous,

Though we have presented but a small portion of the evidence which
might be adduced, yet the seripturcs presented aud the arguments
drawn from them are abundantly sufficient to establish our positiou, and
show that man is more than an animal, and allied to two worlds, the
carthly and spiritual. We have reason indeed to adore the wisdom of
the Creator as displayed in man, and with the Psalmist of sncient Is-
rael exclaim, “T am fearfully and wonderfully made.”

J. B., Jr.

CONVERSATIONS ON THE CHRISTIAN EELIGION.

(Continued from page 109.)
4. The Secriptures declare the foundation of the church tobe & iried
stone. 'Will you describe how the Lord’s Divinity was tried?
B. When the Father first announced at the Jordan that Jesus was
- his Son, he was immediately led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted of the devil—the first enemy of man., His Divinity was the
first point the encmy assailed : “Ifthou be the Son of God,” &2. Jesus
conquered the devil, and went about destroying his works. After their
chief was overcome, the evil spirits dare not deny that Jesus was the
Son of God. He was next tried by ungodly men. This trial was in-
conceivably severe. e was the friend and advocate of men, but most
cordially hated by them : and although his delights were with the sons
of men, they at one time besought him to depart out of their coasts;.
and at another he hid himself to eseape their murderous intention s yet
he stood it all. Neither the frowns of enemies terrified him, nor theic
base ingratitude for & single moment alienated his affections from the.m .
Like the unchanging rock his friendship was the same.
After all the art and enmity of man failed to turn }nmj‘rom hxs_
benevolent course, before him lay another ordeal. If he passed‘;,hmgxgh
, this, the trial.was finished, and the victory complete.  This last gpemy {
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- was death, His goodness and Godhead had hitherto been manifest in
spite of wicked men and devils. Whils the chief pricsts labored in
fruitless efforts to bring him in contact with-  the king of torrors,” Sa-
tan entered into Judas Iseariot, and:he offered them his aid. This was
to them an acceptable service. They were glad, and gave him money.
The plot succeeded.. He was betmayed into the hands of sinners, and
after a mock trial the whole was suspended upon 2. single: point. One
great truth was to decide the question ofhis death. Ouc false witness
| after another only made.the case the more perplexing, and confirmed
the inapossibility of bringing anything ugainst him but goodness and
truth, Last of all the higli priest—the pretended guardian of. the
divine honor—puts the solemn, the sublime question in the. form of an
oath z. & Ladjure thee by the living God. that thoii tell us whether thon
- be the Christ the-Son of God 77 Ilere. was the, question. . His Father
had first announced that hewas, It was the foundation that he bad
himself promised to build the church upon, against which the gates of
hell should not prevail. 'If he now denied it, the point is conceded to
the Jews and Satan, and-no reason can be assigned for his death. But
behold the answer, % Phow hast seid? The case was decided—the
great oracle uttered. Thehigh priest cursedyhis confession, and referred
it to the seribes and: elders who pronounced it hlasphemy, and condemn-.
ed him to a corresponding death. So for this confession he dies? The
Jews delivered him: up as a vile blasphemer td the Gentiles, by-whom
he was condemned, mocked, and nailed to the éross.  When- rgroaning—
in the agonies of death—forsaken by his Father and surrounded with
thepowers of darkness—he was mocked by-the chiefpriests and Jews,
Al ! we have conquered you at Jast. -Though you Have stood the trial
thus far, you ave at length subdued.  “He saved others, himself he can-
not save.” ¢ Come down from-the cross and we will believe on you.”
But hehold he dies!  He bowed his head, and gave up the Ghost. He
stood true to thelast.  No-curses inhis mouth; no enmity inchis heart.

His encmies saw him-die, but such a scene they had never witnessed.
* Never did they hear the groaning carthquake, nor sce the sun go out.
" They never gazed upon the rending rock, nor upon the opening tombs
* keeping their charge, only till Joseph’s new sepulelre bad lost its seal..
- In disappointment and' terror they besought Pilate’s. hiélp ‘%o kdep Him,
" in the grave. © Bat the great corner: stone was made ”perh!ct‘ through
g suﬁ’ermg He went - into' the grate because’ lis brctlnen were' thero,
-Death had for 4060 years kapt his paface, and his ‘goods-m-pezce  but,
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a stronger than he came upon him—took from him his armor—and
divided the spoil. 'The third, the appointed day, arrived, and lo! frofis
the shattered tomb, the Almighty Conqueror arose, met his dlcclplc
and announced his glorious triumphs; “ All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. Go ye thercforc and teach all nations, baptizing
them unto the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Ioly
Spirit.: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you, and lo, T am with you always, even unto the end of the
world.” Ile then ascended, and sits at the right hand of God—an Al~
mighty Saviour, muade perfect in the heayens. .

A. You said that no mere man was allowed to announce the Lord’s
Divinity until he rose frop the dead. Why were the apostles forbidden
before his death to tell men that Jesus was the Son of Go_d, while this
wasthe entire burden of their preaching after his resurrection?

. The fact that no man was allowed to tell i before his death is
proved by the following passages : Matt.. 16,205 17, 95 Mark 8, 30.
This great fundamental truth was Divinoly. announced, confessed, and
confirmed before any being was allowed to proclaim it to others. Men
might believe it themselves but were not allowed to tell lt until it was
confirmed thus:

The Father proclaimed it at the Jordan and on the mount ;.

The Son at different times confessed it, and. at last laid, down his life
for it ; :

The Ioly Spirit confirmed itin the resurrection 3

It was divinety aniounced,. tostified and proved before it was pro-
claimed by man. :

A, If Peter wasnot inspired before the day of Pentecost, how cotld
it be said that the Father revealed it unto him? .

B. TPeter, like others, could hear his voice at tlie Jordan. When
Peter made the ¢ good coufession” the Lord pronounced on him a bles-
sing, but charged him to keep it secret till confirmed by the resurree-
tion. At the same time he assured liim that on it he would build his
church, and that he (Peter) would have the privilege of first proclaim-
ing the Divinity and work of tlie Messiah and introducing Jews and
Gentiles into tlie blessings of liis salvation. «“T will g:vc you, the
keys of the kingdom of heaven,” &&. Peter was the only m:m on catth
who.cver had the keys and he opened thie door to tie’ Jews on the day
of Pentecost, and to the Grentiles and Comchus’ louse By prea.chmg
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Christ and him crucified, and showing how they could enter by Faith,
Repentance, and Baptism. Acts 9nd and 10th chapters.

A. Itis obvious that the church began its formal existence at the
day of Pentccost, when the Saviour was glorified in the heavens, and
the Holy Spirit sent down to be the life of that church ; but still there
appear some things to favor the view that the kingdom was set wp
during our Saviour’s ministry, Ifc told the Pharisces that thoy shut
the kingdom against men; that they neither cntered themselves nor
suffered others to enter.

B. Ezcept those things be taken figuratively they will not accord
with the apostles’ teaching. Taul says (1 Cor. 15) that the gospel
which he preached, which saved the Corinthians, was the death, bwial,
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. These made the good news preached
by all the apostles after the day of Pentecost, but never before.  When
the 12 and the 70 went out to preach they never uttered such a gospel ;
nay, they did not believe that Jesus would die. When our Saviour
informed them of his death Peter began to. rebuke him. DBut they
preached the good news of the kingdom——that it was just at hand, and

" torepent and be prepared to enterit when opened.  Those who believed
their testimony and prepared for its approach, might be said with pro-
priety to enter into it figuratively. Before the death of Christ, the
gospel of the kingdom was preached to the Jews, not that the kingdom
had come, but that it was at hand. No person enters literally into a
thing that is approaching or at hand, but they can be so animated by
its promises as to throw their entire encrgies into it.

Before the sun rises the stars begin to disappear, and nature, by de-
grees, throws off her sable dress.  As in the natural, so in the moral
world. The stars that are glorious at night are not suddenly oblitera-
ted ; but gradually lose their brilliancy before the rising of the “king of
day”—so with the Mosaic and Christian dispensations. The former,
like the stars, was once glorious, until the latter began to appear, when
it was gradually estinguished until it had “no glory by rcason of the
glory that excelleth.” 2nd Cor. 3.

desus Christ came not to destroy the law nor the prophets, but to
gather their light into one grand focus, to be exhibited in “ the glory
that excelleth.” Instead of preparing tables of stone, he came to pre-
pare & body of holy, happy, andintelligent immortals, on whose hearts
would be deeply engraven the law of the spirit of life; whose holy de-

-portment, and heaven-horn dispositions of mind, would constitute a living
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cpistle, known and read of all men. Thus, sithough the Christian
dispensation did not commence before our Saviour’s death, he was, by
the splendor of his miracles, and the unrivaled simplicity and purity of
his doctrine, preparing a people for its approach, and gradually eclips-
ing the departing glory of the Jewish age.

A.  As 5o many deny that the Christian dispensation commenceed on
the day of Pentecost, will you state some facts to prove it?

L. It has been alrcady shown that since man’s transgression God
bestows pardon only through a bleeding sacrifice, and a priest to present
it : before the death of Christ there was no Christian sacriice—hcfore
he entered into hieaven there was no Christian priest (for if he were on
earth he should not be a priest, Ileh. 8: 4)—consequently no Chuis-
tian dispensation. Again, Jesus speaks in the future tense when he
xays, ©On this rock I will build my church,” &e. The apostles never
announced his divinity or work to the day of Pentecost. ITow then
could the church be built upon the foundation of apostles and prophets,
Jesus Chaist himself being the chief corner stone? Before the day of
Pentecost the Holy Spirit was not given—a body without a spirit is
dead.  Christ’s body or church has his spirit. ’

Another fact. Where a testament is, there must also of necessity
be the death of the testator. For a testiment is of force affer death,
odxcrwlse it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth, Xch. 9:
lb, 17. The New ’l‘estamcnt could not be in force while the testator
lived. Tt is customary to read the last will and testament of a man after
his burial.  The last Will and Testament of Jesus Christ was open-
ed and read aloud on the day of Pentecost, 50 days after his death.

A.  These facts if there were no other I presume arce sufficient to
convince any unprejudiced mind that the present dispensation bhegan at
Jerusalem, on the day of Pentecost. Wil you for the sake of further
confirmation contrast the Mosaic and Christian dispensations. ‘

I3, The old Covenant was cstablished upon promises made to Abra-
ham respeeting his own family, with Moses as its Mediator: the New
Covenant is established on hetter promises, embracing those that he-
lieve in all the families of the carth, with Christ the Lord as Mediator.

"The old covenant was carthly and temporal, in its Mediator, subjects,
[ rewards, and punishments ; the New Covenant in all respeets is spirit-
ual, heavenly, and cternal.

The Jewish Chureh was increased by generation : the clmctmn chmch

i by regeneration.  Both of these covenants were established pon pxom-
L vor x—h,
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ises made to Abraham—the Mosaic upon the first promise, the Chris-
tian upon the second. The first is represented by Hagar, the sccond by
Sarah. (Gal. 4.) Both of these women were Abraham’s wives ; both
covenants were established upon the two promises made to Abraham.
Each brought forth a son—cach covenant had children. Agar’s son
was after the flesh, or in the usual course of nature. All who were born
of Jewish parents or after the flesh, were the children of the first cove-
nant. Sarah brought forth a son when past age, called a son of promise,
or born after the Spirit ; all who are born after the Spirit of God are the
children of the second covenant. Agar brought forth a son first—the
old covenant brought forth children before the new. God promised
Abraham a son by Sarah before Agar became his wife, and the latter
circumstance could not disannul that promise. The New Covenant was
confirmed of God in Christ, '430 years before the law, and could not be
disannulled by it. Through distrust Sarah gave her maid to Abraham :

the law was added because of transgression until the seed should come.

At Isvacl’s weaning, the son of Agar mocked and perseeuted him—
when Christ the first horn among many brethren appeared, the Jews
persecuted him even unto death. Had the son of Agar awarded Isaac
his proper honor, he might have held his placc as a servant in  Abra-
ham’s house, but when he began to persecute him, and set himself np as
the heir, Sarah peremptorily demanded his exclusion: had the Jews
honored Christ as Lord of all when he appeared, they might have still
retained the land of Canaan and participated in the blessings of both
covenants : but they said this is the heir, let us kill him, and scize his
inheritance, and by tue rejection and persecution of the true seed of
Abraham, they were driven out of God’s land, and exeluded from the
the blessings of both promises.  (God sent forth his aymies and destroyed
the murderers, and burned up their city.

Those who read the New Testament and still cleave to the identity of
the fwo covenants after all the labor of the apostles to settle the point,
must indeed be slow of heart to believe all that they have written, and
would not be persuaded though one rose from the dead.

A. It is strange indeed that although the abolition of thé Mosaic dis-
pensation is so fally proved in the New Festament, that its continuance
is still so strenuously advocated.
| B. There is in man a strong propensity to cleave to the flesh rather

‘than the Spirit ; and this may account for the fact, that since the.days
of John the Baptist the continuation of that fleshly dispensation hasmet
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such an inflexible advocacy. No other mistake was so fatal in our
Saviour’s day. Nothing aroused the Jewish animosity so much against
him as to be informed that their dispensation was about to close, and a
new and better way to the Father be opened by himself, If he would
only allow them to found their claims of the divine favor on descent from
Abraham, they were willing to acknowlede him as a great prophet. Sec
the §th chapter of John from the 30th verse. dJcsus spoke to many of
the Jews cncouragingly, exhorting them to continue in his word, that
they should be made tree. They spurned the idea, and were told upon
the same occasion that they were of their father the devil : all because
they were wnwilling to come under the new dispensation,

After the Jews had put the Lord to death in hopes that Moses would
be the supremie Luwgiver, the Apostles suffered the severest persecution
at their hands for affirring that God had raised Jesus from the dead.
Many of them laid down theiv lives for attesting that Christ, and not
Moses, was supreme.  Stephen, the first Martyr to Christianity, died
for asserting the discontinuance of the Mosaic dispensation. Nor did
the error stop here 3 it even crept into the churches; and its refutation
called forth from the apostles their most elaborate exertion both of
tongue and pen,

When Paul preached the gospel to the Gentiles, those who recoived
his testimony were forthwith baptized into the name of the Deity, with-
out being referred to Moses: but he had no sooner left, to preach the
gespel to others, than Jewish teachers came among them, who labored
to draw away the disciples from Christ to Moses; or, at least, to divide
the honor of their sulvation between the two. These men persuaded
the disciples that Paul was not a disciple at all, but being an enemy to
the Jews, went abous to destroy their law, and refused to give to Moses
their luwgiver, his proper honors.  (Sce the Ietter to the Galatians,)

Others besides the Galatians were assailed by these teachers, the
plausibility of whose reasonings, added to the carly prejudices of the
people themselves exerted o most ungodly influgnee. This is not to be
wondered at when we consider how difficult it is for the human mind to
abandon sentiments, however erroncous, which have grown with its
growth and interwoven with its very nature; especially when these sen-
timents arc surrounded with the charms of popularity. From the want
of such consideration we are too apt to condemn the motives of those .
whom we believe in error. .
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The Jewish spell held the Apostles themsclves for a scason in its
grasp. For sometime after they were sent, and were inspired to preach
the gospel to every ercature, they confined their Jabors to the Jews; and
no ordinary evidences were necessary to convinee them of their mistake.

A. In the apostles’ day, as well as in our own, it appears that people
were at issue on very essential points, although they had the same rule
to guide theny.

B. It is worthy of especial notice, that the crror of which we have
been speaking, is the one to which ean be traced nemily, if not all, the
errors that have contaminated the Christian world, Tt is therefore most
fortunate that so much of the Christian seriptures treat immediately
upon it. Only allow men to extract materinls (according to their own
judgment) partly from Moses and partly from Christ, and they can form
systems adapted to the tastes of the most corrupt spirits in Christendom.
Thus the man of sin puts hereties to death, because Joshua and David
slew the enemics of God. Priests stand hetween God and man, because
the Jewish priests did so.  The Law of Moscs is preached (as prepara-,
tory to the gospel,) because it was proclaimed to the Jews. TInfant
sprinkling is cnjoined beeause the Jews circumeised their male chill-en,
Many other corruptions of christianity are susceptible of similar illus-
tration.

Although the New Testament is so explicit on the subject, we have
in our day, the sturdy champions of the ¢ identity of the law and gos-
pel,” who labor to establish this doctrine as a foundation for systems
that have sprung into life sinee the last apostle died.

A, Tt is indeed remarkable that the very error that ealled forth so
much of our Lord’s teaching, and that ofthe apostles to the Gentiles,
is the one that now envelopes so many professedly Christian teachers in
its bewildering mazes,

TIE RIGHT SENTIMENTS.

[Students of the oracles of heaven are invited to peruse without pre-
judice the following short letter which is copied from the « American
Christian Review”—a monthly paper, which speaks with uncualified
carnestness for radieal religious amendment. This periodical, edited
by brother B. Franklin, of Cincinnati, deserves as it will doubtless re-
ceive very general and generous support. The fivst word of its title
might, we opine, be bettered, sceing that all mere Continental or Na-

2
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tional designations such as an American Christian, a British Christian,
an African or a Chinese Christian would scem to partake less of the
Spirit than of the flesh.  Still, brother Franklin as a wise and a wor-
thy workman may have a good army of good reasons why he desires his
Review not only to be Christian but American.~D. O.]

Lditor Christian Review :

Daar Bromier :—Being in the city of Rochester, N. Y., and having
a copy of your April issue to glance at while journcying, let me cxpress
my hearty approbation of the following sentiments from your pen:

“ The New Tostament records inform us of the oraanization, or, rather
the institution of individual communities, or churches, and the appoint-
ment of officers in them. But these records know nothing of any organiza-
tion of the churches in any given district into one hody, under a new set
of officers, who are officers not of the churches but of the distriet. While
we were generally satisticd with the simple New Testament organization
of individual communitics, with full power and authority to dv their
own business, and the preachers went forth to build up, strengthen and
gustain these communities, as well as convert sinners, we prospered
throughout the Jand ; but the moment we began to try to ape the par-
ties around us, in scheming at things beyond the simplicity of Christ’s
own order, our suceess began toabate. The principal difficultics which
have caused the most distressing controversies among us, have grown out
of attempts, oue way ov other, to combine, concentrate, and organize the
Clristian communitics into some kind of a body unkunown to the laws
of God.”

Will the heloved brethren, who earnestly desire to think, plan, speak
and act as the fuithful diseiples of old, read the above words again, and
lay them up for safe-keeping in their own book of remombranee? A
grand pity, Lrother Franklin, that sonie devout men, apparently zealous
for reform, will not allow themselves to be satisfied with the instruetions
of the Iloly Book rclative to social, congregational, and general duties
which pertain to the saved in Christ.  Some good people talk as though
the Lord had given his fricnds power to pass resolutions and create
organizations to save men!

My brother, allow me to ask you a question that may be aswered for
the benefib of many.  In what part of your New Testament do you find
cither the word ¢ organization,” or the idea expressed by this pretty
modern word ?

Tu the love of the pure truth of God,
: . Yours, _
Rochester, N, Y., 13th April. D. Oureaxt.
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]
!
Reriy.—~We do not find the word “organization” any placein tho
New Testament, applied in the modern sense, or used in any way ; nor
organize. The term employed by the Lord, in reference to establishing
his church, is ¢ build”— upon this rock I will build my church. Mat.
16: 18. This term is applied to the establishing of churches by Paul,
Heb. 3: 3,4. Acts 20: 32, we bave “build up;” 1 Cor. 3: 15,
we have “build thereon.,” Tph. 2: 20, the apostle says, “And are
built upon the foundation of apostles and prophets,” ete.  Could wenot
change some of our organizers into buiiders ?  'We need builders, who
will fitly frame the house and creet a holy temple for the Lord. Let
us keep building, but let every man take heed how he buildeth there-

on, for every man’s work shall be tried by fire, of what sort it is.
B. I

METHODIST GENERAL CONFERENCE.

Our Wesleyan neighbor the ¢ Christian Guardian,” speaking of the
General Conference in the United States, confirms what has been fre-
quently affirmed by the opponents of Conference law.  The General Con-
ference is called by one of its own advocates,  the Supreme Court of
the Methodist Church.” No doubt of it. The system entitled Metho-
dism has its lesser courts, its higher courts, and its supreme court. Being
greatly indebted to carthly things for its wisdom and its policy, it indi-
cates commendable frankness to declare the source from which it has
borrowed. The following paragraph, while it shows lamentable barren-
ness of the Iloly Spirit, very emphatically exhibits the-spirit of the
present world, with all its pride of life:

“GENERAL CoxrrRrENCE~—This body which is the supreme court of the
Methodist Kpiscopal Church in the United States commenced its twelfth
session in the city of Indianapolis, the capital of Indiana, on Thursday
the 1st of May. The General Conference is composed of delegates from
all the annual Conferences, elected according to theratio of one delegate
for every twenty one members belonging to cach annual Conference.
The General Conference meets on the first day of May, every fourth
year. The present session isheld in the Hall of Representatives.  The
Legislature of the State at its last session offered the Hall with all the
Stationery, and other conveniencies, for the use of the General Confer-
enge, as a reciprocation of the honor conferred upon the city by select-
ing it as the place of the meeting of that body.” .
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ELDER Y. H. CHASE AND HIS DOCTRINE,
Bowmanville, 12th May,

To the Editor of the Christian Banner :

Dear Bromner :—Your monthly magazine came to hand yesterday,
and in it I read a copy of a letter writien by Elder L. H. Chase, after
he had taken a tour through part of Canada—also your editorial remarks,
I think Elder C. has written unguardedly about the effects of his labors
in this place. He delivered some three discourses, that comported well
with the “ Jerusalem doctrine ;”” but one whole discourse and part of an-
other were regarded as objectionable,~so much so, that one of the
Elders rose up and said to the audience, that he felt it his duty to speak
to the people upon the same subject, adding, that Elder C. had spoken
altogether on one side.  On the following evening, at the close of Elder
Chase’s discourse, he said it would be unfair to have the uestion, «Is
man immortal ¥ introduced the next Lord’s day, as he had to leave the
place before that morning, and he earnestly requested that there should
be no discourse spoken upon the subject in his absence. This ended the
matter at the time.

Tam not aware that any ¢ Disciples” in this place, have different
sentiments now to what they entertained prior to hearing Elder C. And
T thick some explanation would be necessary before leer Chase could
again speak in the ¢ Disciples’ * Mecting House. DBrother Alexander
Campbell, of Bethany, is a “ Disciple” for whom the brethren entertain
the warmest Christian affeetion ; but they have not heard of his ¢ Pen-
tecostean kingdom.” They have no more faith in his kingdom, (if he
have any,) than they have in o Thomas-kingdom, or a Chase-kingdom,
They believe that God’s dear Son has in some sense a kingdom aow,
and will have one (bless the Lord) that shall have no end. There are
persons known by the appelation ¢ Second Advents,”. whom they love
dearly, not because they are ¢ Second Advents,” but because they are
God’s dear children. There are « Sccond Advents” who meet, and
fellowship with the ¢ Disciples” in Bowmanville, and they bear with
one another in matters where they differ ; all however subscribing to
the conditions of salvation as made known by our Lord. They love
one another 3 they work with cach other; and bave many a feast
together.’

T think, dear brother, some of your remarks were called for, even be-
fore. When we find men putting away every “ man-made creed,” and
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striving to take the word of the Lord for their guide, we ought to cher-
ish towards them feclings which we eannot towards men who are trying
with 2ll their might to build up and perpetuate human systems. You
know, hrother, we are only scholars ourselves.
Yours in Christian affection,
L.

TH GOSPEL TRIBUNE AND FREEDOM OF SPEECIH.

Tt requires not a keen memory on the part of our readers to remem-
bur a charge brought by the Gospel Tribunc against the President and
TFaculty of Bethany College. The position taken by our brother the
Tribune touching a recent unhappy affair at Bethany, accompanied with
2 laisfrecord of the main facts of the ease as we had learned them from
variots quarters, we laid before the readers of this paper in an article
which still keeps its place in the March Number.

Qur fricnd at Tovonto responds to our article in one of his late issues.
ITe begins in these words :—¢ The Christian Banner, for some good rea-
son, no doubt, desives the Gospel Tribune to reproduce the evidence
that Bethany College and its President proseribe the liberty of speech
in Bethany.” I our brother of the Tribunce will again look over the
afuresaid artiele in the Christian Bauner, he will perecive, without much
shewing, that he hascommitted two very considerable errors in this his
fivst sentence. We expressed no such desire. o ¢ reproduce® is to pro-
duce the seeond time 5 and henee, if we had requested our neighbor to
reproduce evidence .of proseription at Bethany, it would have implicd,
Ist, that cvidence of this chareter had alveady been produccd,and 2nd,
that we were anxious that the same evidence should be produced again,
Before we desire our free fricnd at Toronto to produce for the second
time evidenee going to show that Bethany and Rome are equally eensur-
abie for the sin of proseription, we must needs see the evidence for the
first time.  And know all men by these presents, that the Chyistian
Banner will declare one cdition of proof most trimmphantly sufficient, and
if neeessary will come under honds not-tocall for a reproduction of the
proof?  When 2 man is killed onee, itis not often necessary to take his
Tife the second time (!) ; and to provea thing once is equally decisive.

" “We do 1ot and: we cannot admire the course adopted. by our-. brother

iia this instance. Although wemay not hold up the course of the Chris-
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tian Bunner as a perfect model, yeb it is ot immodest to ask the Tri-
bune to contrast its fairness with that of the Banner. In responding to
our friend, we carefully laid his position in his own language before our
readers, and then very briefly run our pen over the major items of the
case which was the ground of his unqualified charge against the Presi-
dent of Bethany College and the College itself. Iow does our zealous
friend meet and treat us T Does he give one line of ourresponse? No.
Does he take up and assail any position we have taken? No. Does he
attempt to scb aside any item, statement, or fact we have offered 7 No.
What then? This, and only this,—he assumesthat we made a draft
upon him for a re-delivery of evidence he formerly gave (1), and then
proceeds to lay before us a second edition of the same cvidence.

Now we desire not to complain that the brother who conducts the Tri-
bune follows the too common fashion of not allowing a respondent to speak
for himself on the pages of his paper.  Tor we are learning not to com-
plain ab any species of treatment at the hands of eotemporaries.

But our friend introduces an illustration or institutes a comparison
in his last article on the proseription of the President of Bethany Col-
lege which demands eonsideration. e says: ¢XLet it be supposed that
when the President was in this city last autumn, and about to enter the
pulpit of Bond Strect church ; and that Dr. Pyper had sent & message
to him, telling him that if he intended to yreach abolition sentimentsin
relation to seetariunism it swould notbe allowed ;—what would the Pres-
ident have called this?  Would hehave given it a softer name than pro-
seription ?’—Non, brother, if we axe to let anything be supposed, let

us suppose something like o paralicl ease.  Let us supposed that when
the President of Bethany College was in Toronto last Summer that the
first hour of his axrival in the city he had a quarrel or warm dispute with
some of our politicians concerning England’s support of Juggzernaut in
India and the favoriteism of our Government in supporting Catholicisin
in Canada ;and let it be supposed that the partly ceclesiastical and most-
Iy political controversy, without the hope of a single moral tendency,
was to be carvied by the President into the pulpit of the Baptist chapel
in Toronto, and that an anti-British, anti-Government, political crusa-
ing speech was anticipated instead of 2 discourse on the fixst or after prin-
ciples of the gospel of Chist—would Dr. Piper have been chargeable
with proscription had he intimated that his chapel, built and designed
for preaching and teaching the gospel and worshipping the Lord, would
not be open for the politico-ceclesiastic hubbub? "Let us say kindly to
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our neighbor the Tribune, that, if he should give this the name of pro-
seription, he need not go so far as Bethany for it : for there is not a con-
gregation of disciples in the Province of Canada that would permit Pres-
ident Campbell to deliver such a crusading mongrel political lecture to
them when they assemble for worship.

What, however, has all this to do with Bethany College? What
has this College or its Faculty done to merit the Tribune’s reproof for
being proseriptive?  Taking for granted that frec doses of polities ought
to he served up as good spiritual food for the Lord’s people on the Lord’s
day, and also taking for granted that the Elders and brethren at Beth-
any acted very ungodly in the eyes of the Tribune in not approving of
this sort of edification, why censure Bethany College or any one of its
officers for this church proseription, if proscription it he called ?

—If the Gospel Tribune is desirous of having the readers of the Chuis-
tian Banner peruse his last avticle, we have the requisite frecedom to in-
sert it, and will insert it, if he puts our former remarks upon his pages.

TRAVELS AND LABORS.

NUMBER FOUR.

Eramosa was visited, as snggested in Jast Nwnber, after a cold ride
in February from the region of Georgian Bay. It was with some ans-
icty that Tmade my way to the bed side of the beloved William Oli-
phant, a brother whom very many esteem, who had for a number of
months been severely afllicted, whose recovery from existing illness uas
considered problematical.  ITis state, physical and spiritual, may be de-
scrihed in four words—Patience, Weakness, Suffuring, Resignation. It
may be the Lord's pleacure to take brother William from his relatives,
friends, and brethren not long henee ; but the followers of the conquer-
ing captain who ¢ abolished death” will expect to see him again.

A large majority of long known and desirable friends and brethren
of Eramosa, I bad the satisfaction of seeing during the few days of my
sojourn. I will not attempt to mention their names, simply because T
cannot mention them all.  But reference should be made to such public
and cfficient workmen as brethren Black, Stewart, Anderson, Kilgour,
L. Parkinson, Royce, and Mitehel, who are, according to their faith in
the Loyd, attending to the Lord’s business publicly as well as privately.

Two appointments were filled at Eramosa Centre, and one at Rock-
wood in that vicinity.
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Three hours were spent with the congregation in Frin while assem-
bled on Lord’s day. Erin adjoins Eramosa, and hetween the congrega-
tions of the two townships there is o distance of only a few miles. The
Erin congregation is the largest in Canada, and cserts a happy and
healthful influence. The brethren there have never, I believe, seen the
neeessity of employing a speaker for the purpose of tenching and exhort-
ing them. Theyhave from the commencement firmly believed in as-
sembling themselves on the first day of the week in honor of the Lord,
to feast at the Lord’s table, to read the word of grace, to pray, and to
exhort one another to gospel love and gospel goodness. The three breth-
ren MeMillen and one or two of the brethren Thompson have been ac-
tive in giving dircction to publiec devotion and in the guidance of the
Lord’s family while waiting upon him in his own house.

Thereis one thing inwhich the friends in Erin have shown a goodly
measure of prudence and practical wisdom. They have not divided off
into little churches because the bretbren are somewhat seattered, but
have enlarged their Meeting Iouse and kept together. Thus they have
strengthened themselves and fortified their influence in the community.

Two excellent brethren, some time sinee, I learned, left Erin for Ca-
naan—the aged brethren MeMillen and Ferguson. I am not sure that
the deccase of these faithful friends of reform was known to me before
my late hasty call at that point.  And while reflecting upon what death
has done in severing religious acquaintances and loved members of the
one pure family whose 1lcad is the Lord Jesus Christ, a sister, long
known and much esteemed by those who were best acynainted with her,
is not forgotten.  Yallude to sister Miranda Ash, who bid adicu to all
earthly friends and to all sublinary things in NovembePlast.  Blessed,
forever blessed be our Conqueror who wins for us the victory, cven over
death, and leads us, more triumphant than Jushua, into the promised
land.

D. 0.

TIIE GENERAL MEETING.

We desire to let every man and woraan in our country know that the
meeting, held once a-year, for the general attendance of the disciples in
Canada and for the attendance of all others who choose to assemble, is
appointed to be held the current year in Eramosa, commencing on the
third Friday in June. Those who may proceed to the meeting by way

yo-
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of Guelph, which is only five or six miles from some of the brethren in
Eramosa, will please observe that arrangements are made to assist them
forward to the place of meeting from that point. Brother Kilzour
writing in behalf of the brethren at Eramosa, says, in « letter lately re-
ceived, “The brethren here give a hearty welcome or invitation to all
the brotherhopd in Canada to attend said meeting.  Those friends com-
ing by way of Guelph will please call at the American Hotel, as teams
from Eramosa will be in waiting there on Friday the 20th of June from
10 o’clock A. M. to 4 o'clock . ALY

Those who have formed the acquaintanee of the Eramosa fricuds, fully
realize that they will he greeted cordially by them ; and those who do
not know the brothven there, will lose nothing by pushing forward to
that region and becoming acquainted 3 the sooner the better.

D. O.

NEWS OF ACCENSIONS,

Letters from correspondents report several additions to the brother-
hood in Canada within the past month.

The February Number of the “ Gospel Advoeate” reports accessions
to the number of 4331,

The April and May Numbers of the ¢ Christian Lvangelist” arc en-
livened with accounts of 220 additions.

The ¢ American Christian Review” for May letsus know that about
40 have comeinto the ranks of the saved.

) D. 0.

WIIAT IS MEANT BY REVIVALS?

Under the head of ¢ Revivals in Nova Scotia,” our cotemporary the
¢ Christian Visitor,” of New Drunswick, gives us the following :

During our recent visit to Nictaux, we were rejoiced to learn, that the
cause of Grod is prospering in various sections of Nova Scotia.  The Rev.
Chas. Tupper has had deeply interestings meetings in the Welton neigh-
bourhood, and at Milltown. .\ number have recently professed faith
in Christ, and have heen baptized.

Brother Willard Parker had recently been holding a series of meetings
in company with other Brethren on the Secl’s mountain.  God had been
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signally present to bless and to save.  Several candidates had been re-
ceived for baptism, and were to be baptized at Nictaux last Sabbath.

The giacious work, which has been in progress for sometime in Liver-
pool has extended to Milton and Brooklyn. Upwards of twenty have
been baptized by the Rev. William ITobbs at Milton where the work
cunnnenced, and many more are pressing into the kingdom.

The Rev. Mr. Bentley has resumied his labors as pastor of the church
in Liverpool town, and is prospering in his work.

If the “Christian Visitor” werc sociable, we should ask, on reading
the above, whether a revival isa deeply intercsting meeting, the con-
version of aliens, or the prosperity of a church by the labors of a new
“pastor.”

The expressionin the preceding that “Gied had been signally present
to Dless and to save,” is a very unhappy style of communieation, though
deubtless the writer employed his pen devoutly. If iutimates most un-
cquiveeally that God is more inclined at some places and at some times
to bless and save than he is at other times and places—an idea as for-
cign to the seriptures as Calvin’s profound fancics about the elect and
the non-clect.

D. 0.

LETTERS ON TIIF MODERN ALTAR.

TFriends who send for our Letters on the Modern Altar are informed
that we are out of them. Itwas intended to have a new edition of them
prepared cre now, but like many a praiseworthy purpose, the execution
of it is still wanting, Another thing—the list of applicants for these
Letters is searcely sufficient tojustify us in preparing another cdition.

Our Tracts Nos. 1 & 2, which treat of the IToly Spirit’s power, ordi-
nary and extraordinary, as taughtin the oracles of God, with strictures
on some of the various doings of the modern holy spiril, are not yet all
circulated, But it is honest to avow, that the copies on hand are the
refuse of an edition of over four thousand. These copies however, we
believe, are readable, although printed not very elegantly on inferior
paper.  Those remaining will he disposed of for half a cent a-picce—fif-
tecn copies of both for 26 cts.  We should be pleased to scad them to
any address for the sum of nothing at all, could we afford it .
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RELIGIOUS PAPERS IN 1826.

We boast not of ourselves 3 but of the excellency of those principles
which we have been led to espouse ; and our unfeigned desive that our
opponents would ecither mantully, argumentatively, and affectionately
produce their strongest reasons ; or come over and help us.

While the press is laburlng every day and pours forth upon the pub-
lie eye volumes of declamation, of commendation, of culogy upon  the
toys of childhood, and the trifles of old age ; upon the glorions fruits of
Iracts, the exploits of the hevoes of modern invention 5 while holy ro-
mances, fictitious travelsand religious novels are gravely recommended
by the pulpit and the press, methinks there is room and need for a few
faithtul advoeates toplead the cause of the bible, and to argue its superi-
ority over all human cxpedients to convert the world.

The great majority of papers called religious, are as much political,
commereial and facetious as they are religious.  The Luminaries, Stars,
Suns, Registers, Recorders, Seerctaries, &e. &e., in one column tell us
the way to heaven, and in the nuxt how to engraft trees, make canals,
raise revenue; and some advertise strayed or stolen hurses, hogs, aud
negroes.  In the same column 1 lately saw the way to escape the wrath
to come, and to clean black silk, sepurated by a single line.  In another,
a direction to devotion fullowed by w diveetion to find the residence of
the barber. A fumous conversion is, in unother, followed by a broker’s
list of the rates of exchange. The necessity of humility and tempe-
ance is argued in one paragraph—fancy  goods, gewgaws, and sweet-
meats announced in the next.

The above is from the Christian Daptist, sud it still seunds like the

voice of reformation.

D. 0.

EXCELLENT HINTS FROM TEX.AS,

The “Philanthropist,” by brother Kendrick, says, in remarking upon
g late discourse of . 8. Burnet’s :—

« We do not like the phrases, ¢ our destiny as a people,” ¢ our crisis is
come,’ € our cause.”  For twenty years we have been hearing them, and
they mean less, with us, now than formerly. Truly, we have a cause,
but it is more probubly called God’s cause. ¢ Our erisiy’ aud ¢ our des-
timy as o people,’ savors to much of self and of party. Perhaps the
love of ¢our people, ‘our cause, and a fear for ‘our destiny® may
supplant the cause of Christ in ourhearts.”

Again, brother Kendrick says:  Our dulyis all that especially con.
cerns us.  God will rule the crisis, and take carc of his own cause.”
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THE «AGE.”

Our paper is the only weekly sheet in the Reformation.  On so large
a field it should have many thousand more readers than it has ever had.
Not only the publishers, but the readers of a paper also, have a divect in-
terest in its extended cirealation.  The larger the edition, the less each
number costs, and more can be ~pent in improving the ehavacter of the
paper. ® # # T such of our evangelists and others, who have
taken the trouble to canvass their neighborhoods we are thankful 5 but
we must look beyond them, and direetly to the mass of our brethren for
assistauce.  We Kuow that many a veader who has a desire to have cne
weekly ably conducted, and fully sustained, can, with but a little
trouble, gather up and send us some additional subseribers.  Will each
brother and sister consider this as a personal request made to him or
her, and answer by sending o response by the first mails?  One dollar
and fifty cents isswrely not much for fifty-two sheets of well printed
and carefully written and selected reading.—Christian Age.

NEW EXCHOANGES.

The * Christian Union,” conducted by J. & Lamarand A. G. Thom-
ag, publi: hed at Augusta, state of Georgin,  We hail the Christian Un-
ion asan exeelient co-laborer in the advoeacy of the religion of our Lord.
From the mechaunical exccution, style, tone, and devotional stamina of
thi= peviodical, we must hope for it both life and prosperity.  Monthly :
$1 per year.

¢ Ladics’ Christian Annual,” Philadelphia.  This monthly paper,
dressed insuperb Philadelphia fashion, has made its appearance several
times at this office during the portion of the year 1836 that has trans-
pired.  3dited by &, Challen.  Only one dollar per annum.  DBrother
Challen, it is understood at this meridian, is a workman of commend-
able religivus iudustry with alarge measure of wholesome zeal. His
& Annual” is>not (as we presume) designed to plead reformation, but is
got up on the principle of general moral popular uscfulness.

Three Numbers of the ¢ Christian Philanthropist,” Palestine, Texas, by
brother Kendrick, are before us—improved in their outward man, and
healthy in their inward man. D. 0.
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OBITUARIES.

Louth, April 13th, 1856,
Drar Brornek Ourrnaxt :—T have just returned from the funeral of
Brother John Snure, who departed this life on the morning of the 11th
inst., aged 57 years. Drother Snure always posscssed the confidence
and csteem of his neighbors, and bas during twelve years past maintain-
cd a truly christian character. Ilis beloved consort, sister Lyidia, o
daughter of the Lord Almighty and a mother in Isracl, bas experienced
a sad bereavement, and the chiureh a loss sorely felt by all its members.
But we mourn not for him, as those that have no hope.”—*“Blessed are
the dead who diein the Lord.”
“ Thou art gone to the grave, but we will not deplore thee,
Tho’ darkness and sorrow encompass tire tomb ;
Thy Saviour has pass’d through its portals betore thee,
And the Iamp of his love, was thy guide through its gloom.”

Avws.

St. Vineent, 10th May, 1856,

Dear Beotuer Qinrprant:—Permit me through the medium of your
excellent periodieal, the Christian Banner, to suncunce to the brethren
a.d friends of the varivus churches the death of brother Wilkon Mallory,
of St. Vineent Chureh. Brother Mallory ambraced the ehristian religion
A. D. 184, continued a worthy member of Christ’s Church here on
carth till May Sth, 1856, when it pluased our grcat Father to remove
him to the church triwuphant.— Blessed are the dead who die in the

Lord.”
II. B.owwy.

While sincerely sympathizing with sister Snure and sister Mallory in
thesc afllictive visifations, we are called upon to record the deecase of
sister Cutherine, companion of II. Stevens, of Newpmt, Nova Scotia,
wkich sad event oceurred on the “thof March.  Sister Stevens was in Ler
24th year, and had been a diseiple of Christ for several years.  Although
not acquainted personally with her aged father and mother, and her
companion, whom she desired not to mowrn for her, heeause she was
happy, we are able in a measure to eondule with them all in their he-
reavement.

D. O.




