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No. 2. } SAINT JOHN, N. B., JULY, 1839. { Vol. 1.
Conducted by W. W. EATON.

Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.—Peter. On this Rock T will build
my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.—The Lord Messial.

DISCOURSE ON POSITIVE INSTITUTIONS.

BY JOHX TAFFE.

——

And the Lord God took the man and put him into the Garden of Eden, to drass it
and to keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man saying, of every tree of the
garden mayst thou eat, but of the tree of the knowledge of Good and of Evil, thoun
shalt not eat of it, for in the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die.

Genesis ii., 15, 16, 17.

I have read this portion of sacred Scripture in your hearing, with a
view of calling your attention to the subject of POSITIVE DIVINE INSTI-
tuTioNs. 'The first proposition, therefore, to which I invite your at-
tention is, that positive divine institutions are tests of respect for divine
authority; and that respect for divine authority is of cardinal and in-
dispensable importance i the religion of the Bible.

As in every other science, so in the science of all sciences, the sci-
ence of religion, which teaches man how to live right, and how to
secure to himself the imperishable riches of eternity, if we would have
just views of it, we must begin at the beginning, and acquaint ourselves
with first principles.

If we would comprehend the whole, we must understand its parts.
If we would understand the religion of the Bible, we must stund out
dn the light of the Bible, as in the light of the sun. If we would en-
ijoy the light that irradiates from the pages of this divine volume, we
gmust understand this book of books; otherwise, it will be to us a dead
;lletter, as it is to those who call it a sealed book.

Then be it observed, that the Universe, every where inscribed with
-evidences of the power, and wisdom, and goodness of God, may be
fdivided into two great empires—into the empire of matter, and of
‘mind, each governed by laws peculiar to itself.

In the material universe there is one great law, to which te move-
nent of every orb conforms. This law is unchanged and unchangea-
-9le as the omnicient artificer of nature.

3 Every thing around, above and beneath us, proclaims the wisdom
d the might of Jehoval:, who never began to be, who ever was, who
‘53 and evermore shall be, the eternal iuhabitant of eternity. Who has
Sught him? Who has known the mind of the Lord? or, who has
3 f,n his counsellor? Al his works, like right lines, move onward and
ié wards. There is not a discordant note in all the works of material
-3gture,

wiAs the harzztony and grandeur of the spheres, as well as the wonder-

3
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ful organization of every thing that kives, declares their divine original,
so the harmony of the different parts of the Bible, though written at
periods of time far remote from each other, by many different persons
of different habits and modes of thought, and the wonderful adaptation
of its provisions to the wants and necessities of man, proclaim as with
a voice from heaven, that the pens of the sacred writers were guided
by the finger of inspiration.

The one great law in the empire of matter, to which the movement
of every orb conforms, is the universal law of the attraction of gravita-
tion, which binds the material universe together, and as from a central
and commanding eminence, suboxdinates to itself a thousand less phe-
nomena.

Nature was before religion; the earth and all the hosts of heaven
were created, before man was called into being. Before man was
created, no light was necessary but the light of the sun ; but after man
was created a. moral and responsible being, endowed with a conscience,
moral light became necessary for the illumination of that conscience.

When old chaos and mother night felt the creative energies of the
Omnipotent Word, and fair nature, all light and lovely as the morning,
arose from the plastic power of the forming spirit and Creative Word,
the sun and moen, and stars, every flower that bloomed, and every
bird that sung, were subjeetzd to law.

"The universal law of gravitation binds together the material Uni-
verse, composed of myriads of systems like our oewn selar system,
which is but one of an innumerable sistérhood of systems. Could we
press forward with a velocity which should leave the winged arrows of
light laying far behind, until we should obtain a point so immeasurably
remote from our present situation, that a ray of light could not travel
a millionth part of the distance in ten thousand years, we would still
be in the midst of the Universe; as many stars would appear before
us as we left behind us; worlds on worlds and systems on systems
rising interminable.  How wonderful must be the wisdom and power of
Flim, who called the Universe into existence, and who hkeeps in har-
monious motion, all its minute as well as its vast and ponderous ma-
chinery.

Our solar system is composed of thirty bodies, besides its comets.—
The sun is placed in the centre, and-all the other bodies revolve round
it, according to one great law, and that law is, that all less bodies shall
obey.the greater. In compliance with this law, the moon revolves
round the earth, and'in obedience to the same law, the earth revolves
round the sun. If the earth or moon should deviate a hand’s breadth
from its appointed orbit, the balance of the universe would be lost, and
nothing but the strong arm of Omnipotence could »- st the disorder,
and prevent the material Universe from becoming e mighty heap of
ruins, burying beneath its rubbish all ranks of created beings, from the
tallest Archangel in the heavenly host, to the meanest reptile that
erawls upon the earth.

This subordination of less bodies to greater in the universe of mat-
ter, is & symbol of moral government in the universe of mind. Every
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man ts an image of God, and every sun of every sustem, is a type of the
divine government, possessing, as it does, by its power of attruction,
2 sort of omnipotence throughout the whole system, of which it is the
coentre and the sovereign. The irnumerable suns that light up the
myriads of systems that compose the Universe, are but sparks of the
Eternal Exister.ce, broken off from the mighty sun of the whole universe
of systems.

If we step out of the empire of matter into the empire of mind, we
shall there find one great law governing mind, analogous to that which
governs matter. As in the universe of matter, there are vanvus bodies,
so in the universe of mind, there are various wills § and, as in the for-
mer the great law is, that that all less bodies shall obey the greater ; so
in the latter, the great supre..e and universal law is; that ail inferior
wills shall obey the greater, rising from the most subordinate will of
created intelligences, through ranks of angels and archangels, up to
the great central and controlling will of that Eternal and self-existent
One, who called the universe unto heing! As a departure from the
great law that governs motter, would mtroduce chaos and confusion
into the empire of matter, so a departure from the great law that gov-
erns mind, introduces digorder into the empire of mind.

Many persons are startled at the idea of the destiny of the human
family being suspended upon what they are pleased to call the eating
of] an apple ; but it is because they understand not the philosophy of
religion.

‘We have seen that not a particle of matter is lawless; all was plac-
ed under law that the harmony of the material universe might be pre-
served: that the harmony of the universe of mind might be preserved,
it was equally necessary that man and all created intelligences, should
also be subject to law. But skeptics seem to think it ungod-like, that
Jehovah should call into existence the mighty fabric of nature,; with its
endless chain of being ; that he should create man in his own image,
with the rays of intelligence flashing from his soul-illumined eye, and
then that he should suspend his destiny upon the €uting of an apple!
Such a representation they deem dishonorable to Him, whose image
we bear, whose name is inscribed upon the earth and written athwart
the heavens. But the question recurs, why did God place Adam un-
der law at all? It was necessary, I have said, to preserve the harmony
of the moral universe; it was als: necessary as a test of his loyaity,
and as a tenure of his inheritance.

¥magine to yourself a man, thirty-five years of age, standing up out
of the newly created earth, in full maturity of body and mind, capable
of viewing all its sublime and beautiful objects, before it was cursed
for man’s sake ; he might have stood there for an age, overwhelmed
with the beautiful and magnificent objects, that would have thronged
upon his senses, from around, above, and beneath him, unless he had
been put into motion by some such law as God gave to Adam, which
permits at the same time that jt prohibits. Without some such law,
which contains a license as well as a prohibition, Adam probably would
not have touched a lilly ; for could he have supposed, contrary to all
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reason, that every thing around him was his, of the use of every thing
he must have been utterly ignorant. e might have felt thirst, but he
could not have known that the fountain that Ltoiled up at his feet, and
murmured off in the gentle rill, would slake that thirst ; he might have
felt hunger, but he could not have known that the rich clusters of
fruit, with which the trees of the garden were laden, would sllay that
hunger. Brt had God instructed him in the use of every thing, still,
without law, he could have had no certain tenure of Lis inheritance.
Having tasted the swects of life, if he reasoned at all, he would wish to
know how long he was to enjoy it ; having tasted bliss from a thous-
and fountaius, he would wish to have some tenure of their enjoyment;
this he could not have without law.

Again: where there is no law there can be no discrimination be-
tween right and wrong, no freedom of choice between good and evil ;
and where there is no freedom of chvice between good and evil, there
can be no approbation, no bliss, no happiness, above that of a mere
animal nature.

Again : where there is no law, there can be no obedience—no obe-
dience, no approbation ; no approbation, no happiness. Perfect obe-
dience, perfect approbation ; pecfect approbation, perfect bliss. Par-
tinl obedience, partial approbation ; partial approbation, partial and
limited happiness. This is a law of mind, as immutable as the law
which ,binds the carth to the sun; so that God, by giving Adam law,
gave iim freedom and happiness.

Many persons cavil at the idea of the destiny of untold millions
being suspended upon the eating of an apple; but that which seems
to them folly, when its philosophy is understood, appears fraught with
divine wisdom. Thereis no statute or ordinance in the volume of nature
or revelation, that is fraught with stronger evidence of divine wisdom,
than the law under whi-h Moses represents God to have ploced Adam.

Be it observed, then, that there are two kinds of law. I a.- not mean
civil and criminal law, (these belong to a different category,) but I
mean positive law and morallaw. Positive law makes a thing right by
authority ; moral law enjoins that which was right in the nature of
things., Positive law is right, because it is commanded ; moral law s
commanded, because it is right. Positive law arises from the will of the
lawgtver ; moral law, from the nature and fitness of things, a distinction
as broad and well marked as any highway in the community. That
children shnuld obey their parents, is right in the nature of things, and
therefore it is commanded ; that man should shed his brother’s blood,
is wrong in the nature of things, and therefore it is prohibited; but
that Abraham should slay his son, was right, because it was command-
ed ; it was made right by divine authority : that Adam should partake
of the fruit of the forbidden tree, was wrong, because it was prohibited;
it was made wrong by divine authority. '

But, at the threshhold of this argument, to demonstrate the superior-
ity of positive over moral law, 1t 1s wrong in the nature of things, for
one person to destroy the life of another, and it is prohibited under the
most awful sanction, by the express law of Jehovah. But though itis
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wrong in the very nature of things, for one person to take away the
life of another; though prohibited by the express law of Jehovah, and
though for a father to slay his own son, is a deed at which humanity
shudders, yetin the case of Abraham, it was made right by a positive
dt ine law !

Man cannot be governed by moral philosnphy; he must feel the
weight of the sceptre of authority resting upon his spirit, or he cannot
be governed. Hence that his authority might be respected from wi ex-
hibition of his pcwer, to enforce obedience to his authority, God appears
upon Mount Sinai, clothed in awtul and terrific majesty. Darkness
is his pavilion ; fire and smoke asc-nd from round about him as fron
a furnace ; sheets of blasting supernatural flame play in terrific gran-
deur round the craggy summit of the mountain, which trembles and
quakes to its very base, as if awe-smitten at the presence of Jehovah.
The dread voice of Jehovah is heard speaking to the terrified ard re-
treating hosts of Israel, while the sound of a mighty trumpet is heard,
waxing loud and long, asif the God of battles were summoning his
heavenly hosts to some dreadful conflict. The people, overwhelmed
with terror and dismay, stand afar off, and beseech Moses that God
speak no more to them, lest they die! But Moses tells them, fear not,
for God has come duwn to prove you, and that his fear may be before
your eyes, that you sin not. '

But to return: God is about to prove Adam, to test his loyalty ;
shall this be done by a positive law, or by a morallaw? Skeptics ob-
ject to the law under which Moses represents God to have placed
Adam, because they say there-is nothing morally good or evil in the
eating of an apple. Suppose, then, according to the views of skeptics,
Adam had been placed under a morai law ; suppose he had been told,
of all the trees of the garde.. thou mayst freely eat, but thy wife thou
shalt not kill ; on the day that thou shalt kill het, thou shalt surely
die—there might have been many ...oral considerations for obedience,
apart from any respect for the authority of the Divine Lawgiver, and if
he had obeyed, the angels of heaven could not have told whether he
was inflenced by love for his wife, or respect for divine authority. Had
he been plared under any other moral law, he might have obeyed from
avariety of moral considerations, without the least feeling of respect
for the authority of the great Lawgiver of the Universe. But we will
suppose he is told freely to enjoy every good which the earth affords,
so long as he shall abstain from killing his wife; years roll on, till
they are multiplied by hundreds and by thousands; Adam utters not
an angry word to his wife—against her he lifts no hand of violence.
They live in love and harmony, and their multiplied years are crowned
with bliss. One of a group of angels that had been looking upon. the
scene for a thousand years, at length breaks silence and exultingly ex-
claims, Behold the loyalty of yonder inhabitant of yonder new world!
rod said to bim, enjoy every good the earth affords, as long as thou
shalt abstain from killing thy wife ; a thousand years have we been
looking upen the scene, and no angry word has he spoken to his
wife—against her he has raised not the hand of violence! What pro-
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found respect for divine authority! But another angel of a more
piercing intellect replies, I see in this no evidence of loyalty, no de-
monstration of respect for divine authority. Adam loves his wife, and
for ought T know, such is the strength of that love, if God were to
command him to kill his wife, he would not do it. Just let the com-
mand issue from Jehovah’s awful throne, to this loyal subject of the
divine government, of whom you speak, and for ought that has yet
appeared, the puny arm of this lord of the new creation, will be lifted
in mad rebellion against the majesty of heaven. Conviction flashes
uypon the whole group, and they disperse, wondering that they ever
should have heen guilty of the folly of supposing that obedience to a
law of this kind, was any demonstration of respect tor divine authority!
But God is not guilty of the folly which the wisdom of skepticism
would have him to commit. The Bible always represents him as act-
#ing worthy of himself. He is about to sift Adam, to feel about his
heart, to lay it open to the inspection of an intelligent Universe, that
the angels might know whether there was there any loyalty or not.
He therefore singles out a case which affords a perfect test. He places
Adam in the midst of the garden ; trees bending with the weight of
the choicest fruits, stand thick areund him. While Adam is thus situ-
ated, God says to him, « Of all the trees of the garden thou mayest
freely eat, but of the tree of the knowlege of good and evil, thou shalt
not eat of it ; for in the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely
die.”” Whether Adam will now obey or not, is a pure question of will.
God just gives this commaud to him, without assigning any reason fog
the prohibition,* and to Adam, no reason, apart from the will of the
Lawgiver, could appear, why he should not partake of the fruit of that
tree as well as of any other. 'The only motive, therefore, for obedr
ence, is confidence in the divine word, and respect for the divine au-
thority. It is thus that the Divine Father trains his children and tests
their loyalty. And if you, who are parents, would have dutiful and
obedient children, you should sometimes say to them, do this and do
ihat, without assigning any reason fur the command; and after you
have taught them to obey you from respect for your authority, and
confid.uce in your word, you may teach them the reason and fitness
of the commands which you give them. If your child will not obey
you unless it understands the reason and fitness of the command which
you give it, it shows itself Jdcstitute of due respect for your word and
your authority, and disposed to be governed by its own conceptions
of the reason and fitness of things, rathcr than by your will and your
authority. That child that has pruper respect for the authority of its
parent, only wishes to kauvw that it 1s the will of its parent, that it

* An objection is interposed. I know net, says one, what greater temptation could
heve been presented, than the very name given to the tree—that the very name was
a temptation, by creating a desire to know guud and evil.  The term knowledge here
is equivalent to experience, and meany, that when Adam should eat of the fruit of this
tree, he should have experience of good and evil; he had only experienced good, but
if he partock of the fruit of the prohibited tree, he should experience evil also—taste
the ills as well as the sweets of life. The name, therefore, was a declaratton against
partaking rather than a temptation to cat of it.
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ghould do this or that, and it will do it. So man, if a loya} hiet?t bieats
in his bosom, only requires to know that it is the will of the Father
and Creator of his spirit, that he should perform a certain act, and
with all alacrity will he do it: his veice will be, command, Lord, thy
servant heareth. Shall the child of ten years of age, inquire into the
fitness of the commands of its parents, and if it perceive in them no
fitness, shall it disregard them? Better qualified is the child of ten
years of age, to judge of the fitness of its parent’s commands, than
man, in the full maturity of his mental vigor, to judge of the fitness of
the commands of the Omnicient Jehovah, whose commands are all
founded in perfect wisdom and perfect goodness: Man, short-sighted
man, rejects the commands of Jehovah, because he understands not their
fitness !t Forbidit, heaven, That your children may respect your
authority, you should never suffer your eommands to be viqfated with
impunity ; that they may have confidence in your word, you should
never utter a falsehood neither should you vielate any promise you
make them, unless circumstances render it impossible or mexpedient
for you to fulfil it; in which case you should render a sufficient reason
to the child for your non-compliance with your promise.

But to return: ¥ have said tha: God assigned no reason for the
command which he gave to Adam, leaving the whole to rest upon
Adam’s cenfidence in the divine word and' respect for the divine au-
thority. . God has-thus stamped positive law with superiorivy over moral
law, by making the former @ test of respect for kis authority, and, in
some instances,of confidence alsoin his word. But, though God has
stamped: positive law with superiority over moral law, thete are no
essentials and non-essentials iu religien. Baptism is @ positive institu-
tion, and is, therefore, by many, regarded as nun-essential ; dut if the
Bible must still continue to be divided into a chapter of essentials and
a chapter of non-essentials, God's- positive laws-being placed in the one,
and his-moral laws.in the other, these chapters will have to change
places!  Moral laws have been regarded as the great essentials in re-
ligion, and positive laws as non-essential ; buf from the views now taken,
positive divine laws are by Johovah regarded as of first and cardinalim-
portance inreligion, and should so be regarded vy us, and moral laws
are regarded.as of secondury consideration. God's positive laws are
tests of respect for his authority, and, in mang instanses, of confidense
n his word ; and if they be obeyed from the former of these cuusider-
ations, or. .rom the formur and the latier combined, obedience to them
will draw after it obedience to all his moral laws. A man may be
moral, without being religious; but rcligivus he cannot be, in the true
Bible sense of the term, without being meral alse. He who obeys
all God’s positive laws out of respect fur the divine authority, or from
respect for the divine authority combined’ with: confidence intthe divine
word, will also obey all his moral laws, when to these religious consid-
erations are superaddcd, in the latter cage, the moral considerations of
respect for the rights and interests of sosiety.

The first four commandwments-in- the decalogue, relate to religion,
and itis only with the fith commandment that the sebject of morality
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15 introduced.  Religion is placed in the first chapter, and morality n
the second. 1 wish not my friendly hearers to disparage morality.
1 wish not to draw morality into the shade, but [ wish to draw religion
out of the shade—out of that darkness and obscurity in which it has
been involved, and to exhibit it in the light of the Bible as in the light
of the sun.

The essence of religion is obedience to divine authority. The root
ana vital principle of religion, is obedience to God for God’s sake.
This is the reason why a person, after he shall have believed with his
heart and confessed with his mouth, that Jesus is the Christ the Son
of God, is required to bow to the authority of the Lord Messiah, in the
positive justitution of baptism. Religion first, morality afierwards;
Jirst, obedicuce to the Lord, for the Lord’s sake ; secondly, for our own
sake, and thirdly, for the sake of others. You would always rather
your child would obey you from respect to your authority. You
would rather your child would love you for yourself, than merely for
its own self—graduating its esteem for you by the measure of utility—
its regard for you differing in degree, but not kind, from that which it
has for the tree that shelters it from the summer’s heat; the house that
protects it from the winter’s cold ; the fountain that furnishes it with
drink, or the tree that yields it fruit. The mother would have her child
lave her for herself, and if she secures not this homcge of its heart, she
is pained and disappointed. Al who love, desire to be loved. God,
who is love, desires the love of all his rational creatures. Hence he
addresses us as children—¢ My son, give me thy heart.” He would
have us to love him for himself, and if we yield not to him this love,
he will not accept any meaner homage. This is the fountain from
which flow all elevated acts of devotion. If man worship God merely
for the hope of the good he may bestow, or for fear of the punish-
ment he may inflict, he pays not homage to the Deity, but self is the
idol divinity he worships. The great impulsive principle of ehristian-
ity, is, first, love to God for God’s sake ; secondly, for our own sake,
and thirdly, for the sake of others. Pardon this digression, :

If Adam obeyed the positive law under which he was placed, God
promised him no, enlargement of his estate or privileges, but only the
enjoyment of the rich inheritance, which he had freely bestowed upon
him ; if he disobeyed he forfeited the whele. But since the fall of
man, in condescension and in merey to frail and erring humanity,
broken and shattered by the fall, God has, in many instances, annexed
to obedience to positive law, the promise of some new privilege or bles-
sing, never before enjoyed by the individual who yields the submission.
To obedience to the positive institution of sacrifice under the patriar-
chal and Jewish economies, he annexed the promise of the forgiveness
of sins. To obedience to the positive institution of baptism, he has
appended the promise of remission of sins, under the christign econo-
my. Buthere, as in mest other instances, of blessings promised in
counection with obedience o positiva Inw, as there is no apparent con-
nection between the act to be performed, and the promised blessing,
the motive for ohedience, as in the case of Adam, terminates in re-
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spect for the divine authority, and confidence in the divine word ;
confidence that God will do what he promises or threatens. :

To these motives in the case of moral law, is superadded regard for
the rights of man. But no person, who reasons correctly upon the
grent subject of religion, would think of dissevering God’s commards,
either from his promises or threatenings; neither would he think of
separating his positive laws from his moral laws, and of labelling either
the one or the other non-essential. For he who says, be baptised,
also says.thou shalt not steal, and if a man keep the whole law, and
yet fail in one point, he is guilty of the whole, because the authority is
the same, and that authority is disregarded. '

All Gol’s positive as well as his moral laws, are necessary, but they
are not.all necessary for the "same purpose. All the organs of the
body are.necessary to a perfect man, but they are not all necessary
for the same purpose. Theeye, the ear, the hands, the feet, are all
necessary ; but they subserve a very different purpose in the economy
of the body ; so .all God’s positive and moral laws are necessary to a
perfect system of divine government, embracing all man’s relations to
the universe, to time and to eternity : his positive laws are necessary
to test man’s loyalty and secure the interests of religion ; his moral
laws are necessary to subserve the rights and interests of society.

. Thus have ¥ endeavured to demonstrate that positive divine institu-
tions are tests for divine authority, and that respect for divine authorily
s of cardinal and indispensable impartance in the religion of the Bible.
Hence at the head of every divine economy, God has had a positive
institution to test man’s loyalty. 1. The prohibited tree atthe head of
the Adamic economy. 2. Under the remedial system at the head of
the patriarchal economy, tae positive institution of sacrifice. 3. The
positive institution of ctrcumcision at the head of the Jewish dispensa-
tion; and 4. In the fore-front of the christian economy, the positive
stitution of baptism. :

'[To be continued.]

i it

. From the Christian Baptist.
ESSAYS ON MAN IN HIS PRIMITIVE STATE, AND UNDER THE PA-
TRIARCHAL, JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN ‘DIS‘PENS‘ATIOI\"S.—-NO. 2.

—

PRIMITIVE STATE.—NO. I

» .

In the.close of our former essay we left the progenitors of the human
race in thefull possession and enjoyment of paradisiacal bliss. Their
Creator conversed.with them viva voce, and they heard his voice with-
out a tremor or a fear. They saw him, and were glad—they heard
him, and rejoiced. Al was calm and serene within—all was cheerful
and joyous without. So rapid was their pregress in this school, that
Adam was soon able to give suitable names to all the animals around
him; and when his acquaintance with language was thus tested by his
Creator, not an imperfection or defect was found: for, *whatsoever
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Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.” His
happincss consisted in the perfect subordination of his passions and
appetites to reason, and of his reason to the character and will of his
Creator. Conscious of the perfect approbation of his God, he had
nothing to fear; and all his capacities for enjoyment being gratified,
he had nothing to desire. In the full zenith of his enjoyment, he had
not o wish uncrowned, nor a desire ungratified.

But some tenure of his enjoyment must be granted, and a test of his
Toyalty must be instituted. This is the reason, as it was the basis, of
the promise and law promulged to him. How long he was to be pos-
sessed of this felicity was not yet defined, and on what terms he was to
eontinue in friendly intercourse with his Creator had not yet been
stated. This gave rise to the law under which he was placed. This
arrangement reminded him of his erigin, of his dependence, and ac-
countability ; as well as anticipated any inquiry respecting the tenure
of his enjoyments, or his destiny. But the nature of the law and of the
prom.se, or the design of the trial under which he was placed, is all
that interests us in reference to our desigi.

However we may understand the terms or description of this arrange-
ment, whether as literal or sy.nbolic, one thing is obvious, and that is
all and alone important to know, and that is the nature of the trial,
viz. whether his spirit or his soul, his understanding or his passions,
shall control his actions. In onme sentence, whether his spirit shall
retain the sovereignty with which God has invested it, or his passions
usurp the government. Reason was already enthroned, and had fuil
command of all his passions, affections, and propensities ; and so long
as it continued at the helm, perfect subordination was to be expected
and enjoyed. But if, by any means, his passions should gain the as-
cendant, and dethrone his reason, then disorder, confusiop, and an
awful reverse of circumstances, must inevitably ensue. Such was the
nature of the trial. The law and promise promulged to him were pre-
dicated upon his nature and addressed to his reason, and could not
fail to engage all his powers. The trial was made as easy as thena-
ture of his relations to heaven and earth could admit, and was, there-
fore, the best possible test of his loyalty.

The temptation, artful as it may be supposed, was evidently ad-
dressed to the soul or passions of the woman, and of the same charac-
ter was that offered to the man. It addressed the understanding
through the medium of the passions; and thus the sad catastrophe
was accomplished. Man fell through the triumph of passion. His
reason was dethroned by the usurpation of passion, and the harmony
and subordination before existing within were now destroyed. ¥rom
being the son of reason, he became a child of passion, and the slave of
appetite. Guilt, shame, fear, and all their horrible retinue, now in-
vaded his peace and overwhelmed him in ruin and despair. There is
no regaining his former standing ; the controlling power is lost. In
this miserable plight he was called to judgment, and the sentence was
executed. Exiled from Eden, and from the approbation of heaven,
he, by an act of mercy, is respited, and becomes a pensioner under a
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small annuity, until his physical energies should be worn out by the
conflicts of reason and passion upon his animal life. ‘Thic was the
necessary result of bis preternatural condition. So that by a law of
nature death became necessary. '

The change which now had taken place in Adam is difficult to be
conceived of, as we can have but & very imperfect idea of his former
moral and intellectual grundeur. But the best illustration we can con-
ceive of, as it is the only analogical one we know any thing of, isa
second fall of man, which sometimes takes place. ¥When we have
seen a person of what is now called good moral character, and high
intellectual endowments, by some sudden gust of passion, or by the
ravage of some nervous disease, fall into a state of insanity, we have
in his former and present character a partial representation of the
nature and consequences-of the fall of Adam. ‘This we conceive to be,
in many respects, a good analogieal picture of the first fall of man,
though e do not recollect of ever having heard it so used. Persons
of good moral and intellectual standing, have fallen into fits and into
habitual states of insanity, ip which they neither morally nor intellect-
ually exhibit a single trace of their former character. Yet these have
all the faculties and powers which they once had, but in such a state
of derangement as almost to obscure every spark of inteliectual gbility
they once exhibited; and the balance being lost in the intellectual pow-
ers, actions foolish and wicked, mad and desperate, frequently charac-
terize such unhappy beings. A restoration of such to reason and
goodness is as great a change as that of a sinner from ignorance and
wickedness to .he knowledge, the fear and the love of God.

Idiots and madmen have sometimes. however, their lucid intervals,
in which they seem to think and act like their former selves; but these
are not often of long continuance. So fallen man seems, at times, in
point of moral government and intellectual displays, to equal our
highest conceptions of man’s primitive standing : but these are often
followed up by strong and long continued exhibitions of the triumphs
of pagsion and prostration of reason and goodness,

But we may have better means of illustrating the nature of *the
fall”” when fve contemplate man as he now appears as a fallen being.
Heis from his birth subjected to the control of appetite and passion.
Adam begat a son in his own likeness, immediately after ¢ the Fall.
This child was born in the likeness of fallen Adam—uot in the like-
ness of Adam in Eden. Its misfortune is, that it is now necessarily a
child of appetite and passion before it can .exercise veason at all. This
gives a mastery to its passions, which no education, inteliectual or mor-
al, can perfectly subdue. The grand diffierence betwixt Adam in
Eden and any of bis sons, is comprehended in this one fact, viz: His
reason first controlled his actions—passion first controls theirs. The
appetites and passions of .children govern all their actions for a time ;
we may say, for years, before reason at all developes.itself. And what
we call reason, is rather the shattered remains of reason, warped by
passion and appetite, than that which .is worthy of the name. Thus
every child of Adam begins its career, impelled and prompted by its
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appetites and passions, for a long time unchecked by reason; and
when reason at length appears, it is weak and incapable of govern-
ment, and so unaccustomed to control, that it is continually bafiled by
the fearful odds against it ; and can never, by any eflort of its own,
guin. the ascendancy.

But this is not all. The objects presented to the new born infant
are so different from those which surrounded ‘Adam in Eden, as of
themselves, were there no other cause, to effect a wonderful change in
his character and destiny. For an illustration, let us suppose that a
prince and a princess, educated in the most courtly and magnificent
style, surrounded with allthe grandeur and majesty of an eastern palace,
were immediately after their marriage to commit some crime worthy
of imprisonment in some dreary dungeon ; and while in this wretched
confinement their first child is born, and confined to the scenery around
it until it has arrived at manhood ; what a difference in its views,
feelings, and character, compared with the views, feelings, and char-
acter of its parents at its age; and is not this difference, of whatever
nature and extent it may be, chiefly owing to the difference of objects
or of scenery which surrounded it in prison,contrasted with those objects
of contemplation which environed its parents frem their birth to the
moment of their imprisonment? Tins but imperfeetly illustrates the
essential difference in the circumstances of all human beings, compar-
ed with those of our progenitors in Eden. 'When we maturely reflect
upon these two causes of human degradation, viz. The control of
appetite and passion, and the sad reverse of circumstances surrounding
the progeny of Adam, we shall find that in all their ramifications they
are sufficient to constitute beings of a very different character from
that which adorned our common father during his abode in Paradise.

Not prosccuting this inquiry any farther at present, we shall leave
our readers engrossed .n these reflections till our next.

THE TRUTH OF REVELATION.

As it is impossible for men by the powers of nature to discover the
existence of God, so it would be equally impossible for them, without
a previous revelation, to report that he exists; for it would be as diffi-
cult, without the means of mental conception, to conceive a falschood,
as a truth. Although in depraved nature, error wmay flourish better
than truth, still it cannot spring up without a seet ; therefore the fact,
that mankind believe tnere is a God, is a sufficient proof of his exis-
tence, because, if there was no reality in it, they could not have invent-
ed the report.

As in the dominion of nature nothiug can grow without a seed, so
i the empire of mind, ideas cannot spring {rom nothing. The seed
of mental conception, is knowledge, which must be received through
our cxternal senses, or by divine influx. The mecans of this concep-
ton is reflection. By our outward senses we reccive simple ideas,
and by reflecting on them, we conceive, or form complex ones, and so
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combining thoughtsy we rdason.-and- draw conclusions.: Mental - con-
ception: is an act of the'mind, but the mind cannot act- withont sonie-
thing to act on:-it-can no more' conceivé: an idea of God,or of any
other being, without previous inforation, ‘than tnatare- can:bring fdrth
fruit without & seed. *Hence it would be as impossible for man-to
fabricates the Scripture doctrine ‘'of° God, his attributes- and laws, as it
would be toi growlarge quantities of grain, anid breed numerous flocks
and herds; without any seéd to-grow oy breed them from: -The rich-
est soil; under the best climate; and'inh the most favorable season; cul-
tivated to'the ‘greatest perfection, will yield no fruit without seed. - So
it may be said of man, if the seeds of knowledge are:not sowed in-his
mind, he cannot bring forth the fiuits of wisdom. ?

As the)groundthatnever received'seed cannot produce it, so the than
that never-receivedtheukrdwledge of -God; canret commumicate:it';
and as-wearetneither borh with this knowledge) -nor cati -obthin it by
the study ofmdtur, it follotrs with-moral certainty that the first who
possessed-it; must Ravereceived it by revelation froth God: 0 L .1t -
- Wheht:aichildi gives usth long’and connedtedraccount of some extra-
ordinary-circurhstante; tells the'name 8f several persons thatiwere pre-
sent of whom-ave know it “had -hever héard ‘befdré; and repeats:several
of their leatnedr-expressions; whichi ive knewdre entirely aboveits ca-
pacity,awé coitclude the substance of the hamativé must be true,!because
we sayyilie child éould riot ‘tnvent-sucH aistory: so I conclude:the
Seriptutes musttbetrue, beetuse igriorant ndture hwas unableto forge
such: a-Booldsitst alt 4% rmmd o vonin ¢ an ooy o il s teegre e T8

If thetinhabitents of! a rethote island; who' fiém time immemorial
had never:seen ‘nér heard 'of a living crhature,” exeept those that lived
on theirowr :spot-ef ground; should all 18l mé thiat :their- island had
formerly -been -inhabitéd by «buffaloes, thiat although! they hadinever
seen:themy their ancestorsi:had; rendv alsordccurately. deseribevthe ani-
mals, I should:¢onsiders thestradition: true) becruse ¥'should sippose
they ‘weret incé})a’ble» of givitig-'an-acdcurate description of “those’ ‘bessts,
without “$othe 'informationobithe subject: +*So-L thinl: ‘thé: bare tradi-
tion that thére i5 #.Godtis a’'proof of the fact, betause such 4 tradition
could not have-started fromiothingys « & 17 oo wd cpnmoi- . Fag

The fact that some-¥ndians snrihe 'Colambia, who had never seen
the sea, norarshipybeliéved thatships had beer at the mouth of that
river, was conéidered-by-Liewis andi Olark as'd proof that those..seas
had been navigated vwith ships, ‘bécause they rattonally concluded thay
savages, who never could<have heard’of tlié sea, nor of a.ship from
any other-quatter, could not tnvent the'tale ; but whén they siw among
thosepeople, severalyarticles of Europeans manufactare{«said;to 1bé:
bought: from: offier Indiansy- who«gdvthem frdm -the 'ships,. they wwere
confirmed in the opinion, because théy Enew'those people could not

~ make suchnarticles; 'and *they knéw no other, means by which-they
. could have obtained: théem:! 'So-when I -find that mankind.believe
* there 15 a God, 1'take+aat-belief as a proof of the fact, because.l think
they were unable to forge the doctrine; but when I find in the Serip-
tures, a beautiful-aud sublime description of his attributes andlaws,
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I am confirmed in the opinion, because I know these ideas and doc-
trines did not grow out of human nature, and I know no way they
could have received them, but by revelation from God.

I invite every deist to refleci, and inquire, whether he, or any per-
son he ever saw, obtsined his firat knowledge of God from the study
of nature, or from human teachers? it he, not no person he ever saw,
received his first knowledge of the Deity from nature, he cannot be
sure that it can be obtained in that way. Such evidence as that on
which the deist rests the being of God, would not be admitted before a
Jjustice of the peace to collect a constable’s fee. It is a mere opinion
destitute of proof.

x & & & ® £ @& & & £ @

We can establish Christianity by testimony that would be received
as evidence in a court of justice. The Bible proves as positively that
Moses, the Prophets, Christ and the Apostles, wrought the miracles
and wrote the books that are ascribed to them, as the history of Eng-
land, France, or Rome, proves that the Kings, or Emperors, whose
names are therein recorded, ever lived and transacted the public busi-
ness that is aseribed to them. It is well known that charters of real
estate are subjects of historical record, and that in law suits about
land these records are always read in court as evidence. In one land
suit in Louisiana, it frequently happens that pert of the history of
Spain, of France, and of the United States, is read as evidence, be-
cause the land has been held under all these governments. The old
Testament exhibits to the Jews a cleer charter for the land of Canaan,
under which they held it by metes and bounds, near two thousand
years; so that we have as good evidence to prove that the five books
of Moses, and the book of Joshua are true, as any freeholderin an
old country has to prove that he has a legal right to his land.

The miracles by which the Jews were put in possession of Canaan,
proved st once the truth of their religion, and their right to the soil.—
When they had their lawsuits about land, they, no doubt, frequently
referred to the crossing of Jordan, the settling of two and a half of their
tribes in the land of the Amorites, the demelishing of Jericho, and the
big hail stones that were thrown on the Amorites at the battle of Gib-
eon, because out of these miracles grew the titles to their lands, and
they frequently found the same registered in the same page.

Time cannot invalidate this evidence, although the Jews have lost
their land, the evidence that proves they once had a right to it, is as
clear now as it was when Boaz bought of Naomi and Ruth the land
that had descended on them from & warrior, who walked through Jor-
dan dry shod, shouted to the sound of Rams’ horns under the walls of
Jericho, and fought the Amorites when the sun stood still upon Gibeon,
and the moon in the valley of Ajalon.

To reject Christianity, because the evidences that establish it are
mostly historical, is as absurd as it would be for a farmer to forsake
his land because it descended from his ancestors, and the title had be-
come a matter of historical record. When talking against religion the
deist says, * I read of these prophecies and miracles in books that are
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aaid to bie as old as Christianity and Judaism, but as I never saw those
miracles, and did not live from the times that those prophecies were
delivered till they were- fulfilled, they are all nothing to me but hear-
say, and therefore it is not worth my while to cultivate religion, nor
try to obtain any of its advantages.” And with just as much reasen
the farmer might say, ¢ The evidences by which the title of my land
is established are historical records, as ancient as the government un-
der which it was first owned, but as I only read these evidences in old
books, and never saw the land surveyed, registered, nor purchased, it is
all to me nothing but hearsay, and therefore it is not worth my while
to cultivate, or try to derive any benefit from my estate.”

It is utterly impossible that the Jews would, or conld have received
the books of Moses, and the Book of Joshua, 2s a genuine history of
their nation if they had not been true; because the miracles which
they say were wrought in Egypt, at the Red Sea, at Mount Sinai, in
the wilderness, at Jordan, Jericho, &c., were so stupendous, and done
in the presence of so many hundred thousand people, in open day,
that they never would have been believed if they had not been true.~
Yet we find the Jews have alwayshelieved them, nor have I ever heard
of a Jewish historian, that contradicted them. And besides, we should
recollect, that these things were not mere opinions, or doubtful eonclu-
sions, drawn from abstruse premises, but they were matters of sense;
and every Jew, who had eyes and ears, was capable of contradicting
them, and detecting the imposture, if it was one, It is as certain that
he books of Moses and the book of Joshus are true, as it isthat the
fews ever had a political existence in the land of Canaan; because
n these books their civil code, and their religion are identified, and if
hey are not true, we have no authority to believe that those people
ever had a political existence, priests, or religious ceremonies: the
truth of their religion, and the reelity of their national and political ex-
istence must stand or fall together, the same evidences support both.

If all miracles were excluded from the book of Exodus, it would
appear ten times as unreasonable to me asit now does. That between
two and three millions of slaves, consisting of men, women and chil-
dren, should be sllowed to leave their masters, who were perhaps the
most powerful and warlike people on earth, and march off in one body
with sll their flocks and herds, without a drop of ‘blood being shed ;
that they should be able to escape from the Egyptian army, cross the
Red Sea, subsist in such a multitude (that must necessarily travel very
slow,) long enough to march clear through the barren desert of Arabia,
invade Canaan, and establish themselves there under such civil and
religious institutions as those by which the Jews were governed, with-
out any miraculous interposition-of ‘God, would appear to me altogéth-
er incredible, :

If it is hard to believe that Pharoah and his subjects were scourged
with ten plagues, it is:harder to believe that they would let their slaves
go for nothing. Ifit is difficult to believe that God parted the Red
Sea to let the Jews walk through dry shod, it is mere difficult to be-
lieve that such a multitude could "have erossed that'Sea without any
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natural means, whilesthe Egyptiair monarch, with his powerful- army,
was pressieg on their rear. If it appears improbuble that they were
fed with manna in the wilderness, it will* appear still more nnprobable
that thoy could march through that oxtensive burren desert withowt
any thing to eat. T admit that the substance of the history is true,
and then exclude all miracies from it, would be making it still more
miraculous, because it would be affirming that a great and astonishing
revolution has been effected without any adequate means.

The unbelievers in religion are like infidels in astronomy ; for fear
of believing one sublime truth because it appears to them miraculous,
they run into the necessity of believing things that are ten times more
incredible. To the.man‘who. denies the modern system of astronomy,
it. appears impossible that this big earth should turn rouhd on its axes
every twenty-four hours. but he thinks it nething strange that the sun,
which is vastly larger, should, at the distance of .many. millions of
milés from the earth, travel clear round it every twenty-four hours.—
So the deist cannot believe that God has enabled prophets.and apostles
to effect, by ‘miracles, these great rovolutions, whieh are, in fact, quite
out of the reach of any natural means; but it appears 1o him.altogeth-
er reasonakle, that ignorant impostors, without the assistance of wealth,
literature, religious prejudices, eivil or military establishments, or even
truth, but with all these things.against them, and without any. help
from God, but when they linew they were rebelling. agajnst him, could
effect the most stupendous revolution that ever was achicved on carth,
and give {0 mankind a systern of morals.by svhich the ¢ivilized world
has ever since endeavored to frame their-civil institutions and regulate
their judicial procecdings.” The testimony of more thon twe milhons
of people that were present when the. Almighty opened the Red Sea,
and when he rained manna fiom heaven, is not sufficient. to enable the
deist to believe that God wrought these miracles: yet, at the same
time, he can believe, and that without. any testimony, that God made
the sea, the wholé globe, and ‘all the planéts in the universe.out. of
nothing. Although the apostles and prophets are the most; creditable
witnesses that ever bo. testimony,and have accompanied their.evidence
with greater signs of . _h,-than any others ever did; the deist.cannot
believe that God has by them revealed a system of morality for the
government' of mankind; and yet,.strange .as it may appear, he can
believe, without any evidence at all, that the almighty has ordained all
the wickedness in the werld, and that every thing in this world 1s go-
ing on just as God designed it should. 'When.a man rejects the Bible
as the deist does, he has no better evidence.than his own opinion to
prove that there is a God, who made and governs the world. .

‘We must acknowledge the miracles of Moses, Joshua, &c., or else
deny that the old Testament contains the history, religion, and laws of
the Jewishk nation, and te deny this would be as inconsistent as to de-
ny that the history, laws, and religion of the Romans, English, or
French, are to be found in Latin,. English, or French hooks. The
man who denies that the old Testament is, a geeuine history of the
Jewish nation, might as well deny that there ever was such a nation,
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but if he should deny this, several millions of living Jews would.rise
up with their old Hebrew Bibles in their hands, and contradict him.

The objection that has been raised against Moses and Joshua for
invading Canaan, and destroying its inhabitants, will disappear as soon
as they can show their authorily from God for so doing; for then the
Israelites will only appear as agents, executing the judgments of God on
those whom he had condemned for their wickedness, just as the sheriff
executes the law on a condemned criminal. No one can deny but
that God has as good a right to destroy nations, old and young, by
the sword, as he has to destroy them by earthquakes, famine or pes-
tilence.—William Kinkade.

MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS ON REVELATION.

Sowme readers, fond of novelties, and new theories, are ready to en-
quire on reading an article on the truth of revelation, in a work of this
kind, ¢ do you suppose that in this land of Bibles there are any who
doubt the authenticity of the Oracles of God?1” That there are but
few who profess to reject it, is, perhaps, true ; but, that the. number of
those in christendom who disbelieve the word of God is small, we are
not willing to admit. 'We draw our conclusions on this subject from
the conduct of conmimunites and individuals. By this we can soon de-
termine whether men believe the Bible or not. Let any reader of these
remarks ask himself, whether, from his heart, he believes the record
“ withot exception and without a doubt.”” That he can enjoy no per-
manent spiritual happiness until he places implicit confidence in the
Oracles of God is to say but little, for it has been already demonstra-
ted to a moral certainty that, without a revelation from heaven, ignox-
ant we now should be, not only of our origin and destiny, but also.of
the attributes of the great author of all natures fame.. If the principal
facts recorded in the Holy Volume are understood and received, there
is a good foundation laid on which we can build without fear. We
can then approach the fountain of living waters flowing. from God’s
eternal throne, from which we may drink with increasing satisfaction,
without any fear as to the'good effects resulting therefrom, either in
this or the world to come. Yes! we have the gracious words which
fell from the lips of him ¢ who spake as never man spake,” and ithe
words of the Holy Apostles and. Prophets of the Lord * who spake as
they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”” The past, the present.and the
future, were alike known to the inspirir.g spirit; so, that thousands of
years previous to the coming of the Saviour, his character. and the
blessings connected with his reign, were developed in language plain
and obvious to us who live under the sunshine of the gospel. ‘

Much has been said, and more has been implied, agaimst the suffi-
ciency of the Bible as an instructor and guide tv man in his pilgrimage
journey to the celestial'city. May the good Lord have mercy .on those
who have added to, or subtracted aught from the blessed volume~—this
treasure that our mereiful Creator has put into our hands in-the over-
flowing of his benevolence and compassion !
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How different the language of modern christians from that of
pious Jew under the Mosaic economy! Hear Israel’s sweet singer:
“ 0O how I love thy law, it is my meditation day and night”—*it is
sweeter that the honey, yea than the honey comb.” That man who
was truly blessed in those days, was he who loved the Lord more than
silver or fine gold. 'When the inquiry was first suggested in those days,
“ How shall a young man cleanse his way 7"’ the answer was, “ By
taking heed thereto according to thy word.” Thus the Psalmist could
with propriety say, “The entrance of thy words giveth light.” ¢ The
law of the Lord is perfect converting the soul”—** great peace have
they shat love thy law and nothing shall offend them.” Seatences like
the above suggest many of a like import to the diligent student of the
Living Oracles.

Has the word of the Lord lost its power ?  Are not His almighty en-
ergies present now in his word as well as in ancient times when by his
word he called all things into existence? Has it grown impoient
through age? Nay, verily. It was the promises of the Lord recorded
in the Old Testament which cheered and sustained the old servants of
the Lord; but ¢“they died without the sight’” of him who was the bur-
den of their themes. We live in a day when those facts are realized.
Has the word of truth diminished in power since Jesus died—since
the gospel was preached with the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven?
Who is prepared for such a conclusion? Did the ancients derive so
much consolation from the word of the Lord, and we, with the full sun-
shine of the glorious system of life and iramortality pouring its rays
upon us, dare ‘o detract from the word of the Lord! Who does so?
All those who place any human testimony, or instruction, on & level
with the word of God ; all who substitute the teachings of men for this
glorious and unerring standard. May the Lord keep us from it! We
hope and .pray that through our whole carcer we shall keep these facts
before us ; and in all our writings and selections our supreme object may
be to hold forth the excellencies of the Book in such a manner that all
of our readers will be wholly emancipated from all teachers but the
Holy Spirit. If they listen to others, may it be for the purpose of
sitggting themselves so as better to hear the words of that unerring
guide.

The wise man says, ¢ Where the word of a king is there is power.”
Was that true then and is it not now? Could that be said of mortal
kings, and cannot the language be more properly applied to the word
of our Immortal King! Yes! His word is “ quick and powerful”—
* it liveth and abideth forever.”” Amen.

Reader, remember that when the word of the Lord is addressing men
possessing your character, it is addressed to you as much as though
the Almighty was speaking from his celestial throne to you, and is de-
signed for you as much as though therc was not another person in the
universe. But a friend says to me by way of objection, ** men do not
realize this——hundreds receive the word of God as true, and yet remain
unsanctified and unsaved.” True. And why isit s0? They do not
understand it.  Remember the language of the Saviour. Matt. xiii.23.
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« He that receiveth seed into the good ground is he that-keareth the
word, and understandeth it." No instruction can produce beneficial
results on the mind of any but such as understand it. Cdn man yn-
derstand a book of the antiquity of the Bible without studying it suffi-
cieptly to comprehend the general meaning of the words that express
the ideas. 'The Book is sufficiently plain to those who are in search
for truth alone ; who are desirous of submitting to the Lord in all
things. But this is not the employment -of the mass of the community.
Many are reading it for a very different purpose. Some are desirous
of knowing how few of the commandments and ordinances of the Lord
they can attend to and yet get to heaven. Instead of seeking fora full
preparation for the world of bliss and glory, they try how near they
can run to the precipice of everlasting destriaction without being eter-
nally engulphed ! Others read to get arguments to make out a system.
A third class readto cavil and find f%ult, or, seek for contradictions, &ec.
Now no person can for & moment suppose that such readers cah ever
come to an understanding of this book of booiks. Should we take up
any other production, with similar motives, we should forever remain
ignorant of it. But we are again wandering. 'The guestion before us is,
Who believes the word of the Lord? Unhesitatingly we answer:
Those who are daily endeavoring to make it the guide of their lives.
“ By their fruits ye shall know them.” Reader, if your house were on
fire and you belié¢ed it, would you remain beneath its‘burning timbers
without an effort to escape? Would any person suppose you believed
it on fire, and you ‘preparing to slumber upon your downy couch’®
‘Can you believe the recoid that God has given of his Son and not be
desirous of obeying himt! *Tis true that during the personal ministry
of our Saviour even * among the chief rulers many believed on him ;
but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should
be put out of the synagogue: for they loved the praise of men more
than the praise of God.” John, xii. 42. This may be the situation of
many at the present day, “ but they have their reward.”

We purpose, therefore, occasionally farnishing such facts and docu-
ments$ relative to the truth of revelation, as will place our faith in it
above mere tradition ; the only argument presented by many who re-
gatd their own revéries as of eqial consequence with the word of the
Lord. Every Christian should always be prepared to give a.reasor of
his hope with meekness and fear; this he cannot do so as to benefit
others without being instructed in the word of the Lord. Let us all
then, show that we believe the word of the Y.ord by doing whatsoever
he has commanded. . W W. En.

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.
NO. II.
In ourfirst number we promised some additional remarks on the
Kingdom. 'We propose in this paper to notice the most common, ob-
lections to the setting up of the Christian justitution on the day of Pen-
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cost. Some will have the Kingdom of Heaven begin where the first
intimations concerning such an institution are announced. A cureful
examination of our last paper will satisfy any inquisitive mind, that
during the personal ministry of the Lord the Jewish dispensation was
in existence, and the Kingdom of Heaven was spoken of as future.
'This ought to settle the whole question ; but thisis not the case. The
mass of the community read the New Testament but very little.  Such
are invited to lend an ear to the following :—Because the Saviour said
of the Scribes and Pharisees that they ¢ shut up the Kingdom of
Heavan”—¢ The Kingdom of Heaven suffers violence and the violent
take it by force”*—* Since the days of John the Baptist the Kingdom
of Heaven is preached and all men press into it”’—** The Kingdom of
Heaven is within you,” &e. &c., it is argued that the Kingdom of
Heaven must have had a visible existence previous to the death of the
Lord and consequently was set up before the day of Pentecost.

We are prepared for these objections. Let us attend to them. Were
it proper for us to go out of the record for figures and arguments, we
could show many reasons for such a mode of speech. Before any
government is established there are those who have received the prin-
ciplez on which it is founded. 'Were there not, no new government
would or could ever be established ; for there must be first the mate-
rials of a nation before it can have an existence. We prefer, however,
for illustration, figures drawn either from the Bible or the kingdom of
nature. At this time we shall seize on an excellent similitude suggest-
ed on this subject, from him who spake and taught as never man
did. He says of the Kingdom of Heaven, ¢ There is first the blade,
then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.”” The developments
of the church during the Patriarchal dispensation were the Kingdom
““in the blade;” the Jewish, the Kingdom ¢ in the ear,” the fields be-
ing white and ready for the harvest during the latter part of the sojourn
of the Saviour among men; but not until the day of Pentecost were
the first fruits offered to the Lord—*the full corn in the ear.” Itis
quite common for farmers to call their fields when only green aud no
appearance of any thing but the tender blade, fields of wheat; but,
properly speaking, they are not fieids of wheat until the Tull corn is in
the ear. This figure will suggest to the intelligent reader at once the
proper interpretation of all those passages quoted above. Let him but
remember that “ many of its principles were developed by the ancient
Prophets : David, Isaiah, and others wrote concerning it; John the

¢ Matt. xi. 12. Translated in the New Version by Cawpbell, McNinght and Dod-
1dge, *“ The Kingdom of Heavcn is inzeded,” &c. “ The comparison is here to a
country invaded and conquered.” The Scribes and Phariscesclaimed for themselves
the chief places in this Kingdom. and were by their conduct shutting this kingdom
agamnst men. Pablicans and harlots, however, in opposition to the influence and
example of those men, received the doctrine of the Messiah, and thus, as it were,
invaded or took possession of that Kingdom from which the elders and doctors ex-
cluded them. Finally, the Gentiles, too, by their faith in the Messiah, and the conse-
guent boldness, took possession of this Heavenly Kingdom. This Kingdom, since 1ts
rst promuigation, admitted every man to entey 1t who had boldness to deny himself
and take up his crose.—Apjender p. 58, No. vii.
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Baptist proclaimed its near approach, and more fully developed its
spiritual design, therefore he was superior to them. Jesus often unfolded
its character and design in various similitudes; and every one who
understood and received these principles were said to * press into the
Kingdom,” or to have the Kingdom in them, and wherever these prin-
ciples were promulged, “ the Kingdom of Heaven™ was said to * come
nigh” to that people, or to * have overtaken them ;” and those who
opposed those principles and interposed their authority to prevent
others from receiving them, are said to ¢ shut up the Kingdom of
Heaven against men ;" and thus all those scriptures must of necessity
be understood from the contexts in which they stand: for it was im-
possible that the reign of Heaven could literally commence ¢* #ill Jesus
was glorified,” * received the promiise of the Holy Spirit,” was * made
Lord and Christ,” and ** sat down with his Father upon his throne,”
for he left this earth Zo receive @ Kingdom.”" -Luke xx. 15.”

'We remember of hearing and reading another objection drawn from
Mark’s tebtimony, first sentence. ¢ The beginning of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.” 'T’iis we understand to be simply the preface to his
narrative—a caption to that which he proposed writing. Matthew has
something like it, viz. ‘*“ The generation of Jesus Christ,’!, &c. Luke
and John also have prefatory remarks. But, inrelation to the first
objection, let it be remembered that the phrase, Gospel and Kingdom
are far from being synonymous. The argument presented from the
language of Mark would also prove that the Kingdom of Immanuel
was established on the earth in the days of Abraham, for Paul, in his
epistle to the Galations, iii. 8, says ¢ God—preached before the Gos-
pel unto Abraham.” The fact is, the Gospel means good news; and
to proclaim to Abraham that in him and in his seed all the nations
should be blessed, was to announce the Gospel; and so_ when the
heavenly light shown around the Shepherds in Bethlehem’s plains,
and they heard the Angel of the Lord proclaim, *Behold I bring you
good tidings of great joy which shall be to all people,” they heard the
gospel—the good news of the Saviour’s birth. And when John Mark
was about to communicate to the Grecians and Romans a narrative of
the Life, BMiracies, Death and Resurrection of the Lord Messiah, he
was going'to communicate the good news in which they were all in-
terested. Well may he call it the beginning of the Gospel of Jesus

Christ! " ' e R

It only requires a superficial glance into the volume of inspiration,
to see that during the different eras the good mnews concerning the
Saviour was also different. Before the birth of Christ the good 1.~ws
was, that a Saviour was to come; after his appearance the gospel was
that he had eome, and that his Kingdom was at -hand ; but -after‘his
resurreciion the good news was, ¢ GChrist has risen indeed”! - ' -

Suppose, then, that the above facts are admitted—what then? why
this conclusion is inevitable, viz: Each dispensation had its laws, ordi-
nances, &c., and that which constituted a good citizen in one dis-
pensation would not in another. More of-this in future. At.present
we would just remark that our principal objéct has ‘been’ to ascertain
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the commencement of the Christian dispensation with reference tu the
human family. 1f it did not commence until the day of Pentecost,
{and we trust that that fact is already established,) then no commands
or ordinances, issued or practised, previvus to that time,.are applicable
to those out of the Churck of God since that time. 1If, then, we are de-
sirous of knowing what men should do in order to enjoy the blessings
of Messiah’s Kingdom we must look for it sinee the commencement of
his reign. The blessings are great. Remission of all past transgres-
sions, the Holy Spirit aud a hope of Eternal Life, are amongst the
first blessings.promised in this glorivus Kingdom. But of this again.
W. W. E.

PERSONAL EVIDENCES.

THeRE are the iaternal and external evidences of the Christian re-
ligion ; and there are the internal aud external evidences of Christian
character. By the internal evidences of Christian charucter, we mean
. the evidences which évery individual Christian has that he is born of
God—that he is a Christian indeed and in fact. By the ezternal evi-
dences of Christian character, we mean those fruits of the Christian
faith which distinguish the ¢ Israelite indeed” from one of the nominal
Tsrael of God, in the judgment of all competent and impartial witness-
es. But we now speak of the internal evidences of Christian charaeter,
and who is the best author on this »ubject? We answer, John the
Apostle. Our **Christian experience,” (parden this accommodation
of a modern non-descript phrase,) is best examined in the light of this
{uminous anthor of internal evidences. Of these the following are
chief':—

Personal Internal Evidences of Christian Character.

‘1. We know that we have passed away from death to life, because
we love the brethren. He that loves unot his brethren abides in death.
On this evidence a question arises—yviz, How dv we know that we love
the brethren? The same author settles this question. “ By this we
know that we love the children of God: when we love God and keep
his commandments.” chap. v. 2,

2. ¢ By this we know that we have known God, if we keep his com-
mandments :” and * Whoseever keeps his word, truly in this mas
the love of Grod is perfected.” By this we know that we are in him.—
* Now he who keeps his ecommandments abides in him, and he in
bim ; and by this we know that he abides in us, even by the Spint
whick: he has given-to us.” '

These two witnesges in us are sufficient. Love to the brethren is
distinguished from natural affection and common benevilence by the
mest unequivocal criteria. It s a love active and operative for the
Lbrd Messiah's sake, terminating upon a person because e is Chrise's
The keeping of all the commandments, or that spirit of universal obe
dience, exeiting and stirring up a person to do all that the Lord eom
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ogmands, because he commands 1, is as distinet from the lashings of con-

science and that servile attention to orders, from a sense olgiluty, as
ithe affectionate regard of a child to its parents is distinguishable from
the unwilling and partial ohedience of a slave.

These two witnesses are more creditable and responsible than the
(longest experience ever told, which substitutes any thing else as evi-
idence of christian clmracter, than what is found written in their testi-
nuny by the beloved Apostle.

N g S

Eaxternal Evidences of Christian Character.

1. By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you love
one unother—Jesus.

2. If you know that the Lord is righteous, you know that-every one
who works righteousness has been begotten by him. 1 John ii. 29.

Internal Evidences that a Person is @ Child of the Devil.

f 1. Whosoever hates his brother, is a murderer ; and, like Cain, is of
the wicked one. And no one that hates his brother has eternal life
pbiding in him. 1 John iii. 12, 15. ,
2. He that works sin is of the devil. 1 John iii. 8.

External Evidences that a Person is @ Ckild of the Devil,

In this the children of the devil are manirest: whosoever works not
fighteousness is not of God; neither he who loves not his brother.—
..4 John iii. 10.

“M w«»%%—..—»nﬁ—-

Infallible Evidences of Self-Deception.
1. If we say that we have fellowship with him and walk in darkness,
e lie. 1 Johni. 6.
2. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
otinus. 1 Johni &
g 3. If a man say, I know him, ana keep not his commandments, be
s a liar, and the truth is notin him. John i. 4.
! 4. He that says that he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in
Jarkness even till now. Jobn i, 9.
i 5. If a man say, I love God, and hate his brother, he is almr. iv. 20.
Such are the personal evidence laid down by the infallible pen of this
-distinguished Apostle of Christ. He who is inquisitive to ascertain
~ghether his heart and life be right in the sight of the Sovereign Judge
A f all, or whether he be a child of God or of fthe devil—a hypocrite or
zelf. decexved needs no other treatise than the catholic epistle-of John.
iThe question of personal interest in the salvation of Grod, is incompar-
bly the most interesting of all questions. Were a person maste: of the
g%oquence of men and angels—could he, in the lofty strains of David and
izainh—could he, inthe glowing and seraphic strains of heaven-taught
Urophets, set forth the glory and excellency of the salvationof God—
,»*yuld he describe, with supernatural power and besuty, all the glories
‘dich the new heavens and the new earth will unfold—the- eternity of
"élss, the exceeding and eternal weight of glory which awaits all the
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righteous—what is it to you or e, candid reader, if we cannot feel that
we have a personal interest in it—if we cannot be assured that our indi-
vidual selves will be partakers of the glory to be revealed?  Let us, then,
give all heed to make our calling and election certain.
Millennial Harbinger.
— e s,

Punric Worsair.—*What is the use,” said the pupil of a medical friend of ours
one morning to his master, on their way tv a place of worship, **shatis the use ot
going to Church, when you only hear thie same thing over again?” « What 1s the
nse,” replied ns master, « of breakfasting, dining and supping every day, when you
only eat the same things overagain?” 1 do not see,” said the youth,  that the cases
at all resemble each other. I mast cat to support iny life and nourish iy body, wiich
otherwise would languiva and die.” “The coases are more perslicl ihun you are
aware,” rejoined the master. “What food 1s to the budy, the ordinances of religion
sie io the soul. As the natural life in the one will languish and decay, unless we
w=intain it by the bcunties of God's providence, so the divine kfe in the other will
wither and die, unless our passions be regulated by the influence of grace.” *: How
does it happen, then,” inquired the young man, “ thdt all have not the same relish for
religious exercises, while all have the same appetite for their bodily food 1"

«TThere,” answered the master, “you agamn mistake the matter. It is very true
that if our bodies are in health we desire and relish our daily bread; but when we
are sick, it is widely different; we have then not only ne relish for food, but even
loathe it; and not unfrequently desire thot which is unnatural and imjurious. Soit1s
with the soul. When that is at peace with God, through the redemption which 1s 10
Christ, it is healthy ; and not only desires, but relishes these exercies of devotion,
and cannot exist without them, but while the soul continues in sin, it is in a state of
disease, and having no appetite for spiritual food, it dislikes both the seasons and the
exeycises of devotion, considers the Lord's day a weariness, and avoids the society of
his people. Nor does the resemblance stop even here, for as bodily disease, unless
removed by the hand of skill, will speedily terminate our presvnt existence; so the
coutinuance cf that spiritual disease, I mean sin, which we derive from our first
parents, will 1ssue in that spiritual and eternal death which consists in the everlasting
exclusion of the sou! from the presence and favor of its Creafor.”

PR ——

> Special notice ta Subs.. " ors in the British Procinces who receive this work througk
the Post Officc.—When the Prospectus of this work was issued, I supposed that
cubscrivers would pay the postage for it when they received it from the Post Office.
Soon a I learned that the Jaw permitted the Post Master to exact 3d. per number, ¥
wrote to an individual in Halifax a request to ascertzin .f the Post Master would
make some deduction in the postage. Not hearing from this persen, and the work
having come out, I wrote to the Post Master in Halifax, having learned that he had
the whole control of the postage. Siuce then he has informed me through the Post
Master here, that the Christian, so longas it contains no more thantwenty-four pages,
ran be sent through the Post Offices to any part of the Britsh Provinces, for .one
penny per number, but that sum must be paid when the work is aided in St John.
All, therefore, who receive this work through the Post Office, in making payment for
it will also pay me the postage—une skilling in addition to the first cost. Thus, then,
will include the whole expense of the work.

While waiting for an answer to my first letter, .Ull supposing that the subscriber
paid the postage on the reception of the work from ihe P. O., I sent the first number
to the Newport, Falmouth, Rawdon, Petete, Truro and Halfax subscribers. Whai
has become of them Iknow not. Since I have permissivn to send the work through
the P Q. for the above sum, it is hoped thrt the various officers above named wiil not
exact more than the penny per number. Should any subsenber or agent, however,
fail of receiving the work regularly, by informing me the nuwber shall be made good..

My blunders have resalted fron. the expectation that there was an nmf rin postage
m euch works. A friend on Prince Edward's Island informed me previoas to issumng
Tre CurisTiAN, that the postage on the Christian Gleaner was one peany, (also 24.
pages.) per number, 2nd I, therefore concluded it would be the samne un tins, and
hence my mistakes. Being a young hand at the business there is room to wnprove
and do better in futare. W. W.E,



