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LAWS AND REGULATIONS OF THE QUEBEC AUXILIARY
BIBLE SOCIETY,
1.—The Saciety shall be called the Quebec Auxiliary Bible Society, the

object of which shail be to co operate with the British ang Fireign "Bible
Society in promoting the distribution of (he [oly Scriptures,

2.—Conformably t) the principles of the Parent Lustitution, (he Bibles and
Testaments to be circulated by (his Society shall be without nole or comment,
and those in the languages of the United Kiug‘lum.ut the authorized version only,

3.—All persons subscribing 10 shillings
Membersof (the Society. Ne-vmlhvl-'sspcn
shall be considered annual Subscribers.

s OF upwards, per annum, shall be
800s contributing less than 10 shillings

4.=All persons subsciibing £5, or upwards, at one time ; and all Executors
paying Bequests of £10 or upwards, shall be Members, for life, of the Society,

5.—The business of (he Society shall be conducted by a President, Vice
Presidents, Treasurer, Secretary or § ‘cretaries, Depositary, and a Commitee ;
and five Members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum,

6. —Ministers of the Gospel of all denominations who are Members of the
Society shall be considered Vice Presidents,

7.—Tne Committee shall meet once a month, or oftener, on some day 1o be
fixed by themselves,

8.—The whole. of the subscriptions and donations received by the Society
ghall be applied, after deducting incidental €xpenses, in the first placa to the
puichase of sich a number of Bibles and Testaments us are required for local
distribution 3 and the surplus funds shall be remitted to the Yarent Sncivly.

9.—The Members of (he Society shall be entitled to purchase Bibles and
Testaments at the Depository, at the reduced prices, to the exteat of five times
the amount of their subsciiptions, and to any fariher extent at the cost prices,

10.—All Ministers of (he Gospel making collections in (heir respective
Congregations in hehaf of the Society, shull be entitled, on paying such
collections to the Treasurer, to receive Bibles and Testaments at the reduced
prices to the cxtent of one-half of thejr 1espective collecti

lons,—such return
being claimed within one year from the remittance of the collecti.n: and (o

purchase Bibles and Testaments at the cost prices to any further extent, It js
recommended, io all practicable cases, to supply the poor by sale rather than
by gift,

11.—For the purpose of giving full effect to (he design of the §
Committee shali make it their business to enquire what families, or i
are in want of Bibles and Testaments, and unable to procure them
be the duty of the Commiitee to supply them at prime cost, reduc
gratis, according to their circumstances,

ociety, the
ndividuals,
5 and itshall
ed prices, or

12:—For (he siill further promotion of the circulation of the Scriptures, it
shall be incumbent on the Committee to éncourage the formation of Branch
Societies, or Bible Associations, in such Districts within the sphere of (he
Society as may not deem it expedient to form A uxiliary Societies of their own,—
such Branch Societies, or Bible /\«m'i.lliuns, to be entitled to the same
privileges from this Society, as (his Society enjoys from the Parent Institation,

13.—A general meeting of the Society shall be held ence
accounts shall be presented ; the proceedings of the pasty
agreed wpon ; and officers appointed for the ensuing year,

14.—<The Commitiee, or any twelve Members of the Society,
call Special General Meetings thereof, not lesy than one we
being given to the Members,

a year,~when the
far stated; a report

may at any time
ek’s previous nofice

15.= No alteration shall be made in these Laws, exceptat a General Meeting
of the § ciety,~~not less than one moath’s previous notice bumx given (o the
Members of the aliera wniotended to pe proposed,
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PRICES OF BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS IN THE QUEBEC BIBLE
SOCIETY’S DEPOSITORY, ST. ANNE STREET.
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SPECIMENS OF TYPE.

PICA. BREVIER.

. e And thou shall teach them diligently
All Scripture is given byl thy children, and shall talk of

ins yiration of God and ]"‘-‘th(‘m when thou sitest in thine house,
Ll, ' . |and when thou walkest by the way,
profitable for doctrine, forlwd when thon liest down. and when

reproof, for correction, forjthou risest up.~Deut. vi. 7.
instruction in righteous-
ness.—2 Tim. iii. 16. MILION.
X | And that from a child thou hast
SMA LL, P.ICA' known the Holy Scriptures, which are
Search the bCl‘lptlll‘ES 4 for able to make thee wise unto salvation
in them ye think ye have |,h'|;).ugh._ff'xillhwhichis in Christ Jesus,—
eternal life : and theyare they|” "™ " 1%
which testify of me.—John

89 NONPAREIL.
V. . For God so loved the world, that he gave his
LONG PRI\IER only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in

him should _not perish, but have everlasting
These were more ‘noble than |iife.~Joha iil. 16

those in Thessalonica, in thatt
they received the word with all
readiness of mind, and searched

the Scriptures daily, whether

*«* The Pearl is a size smaller

those things were so,—Actsthan the Nonpareil,
xvii, 11,
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At the Annual Meeting of the Quebec Auziliary Bible
Society, held in the Court House on Thursday, 26th
January, 1832.—

The Hon. the Curer Jusrice, President, in the ‘Chair,—

The Report of the Committee having been read by the
Secretary, ‘the following Resolutions were unanimously
adopted :

Moved by Mr. W.M1vLLAR, seconded by Mr. J. BieneLr,
L.—That the Report be adopted, and published under the
superintendence of the Committee.

Moved by Revd. J. CLuGsTON, seconded by Revd. Cas,
Braxncuer,

2,—That this Society desire to recognize, with sentiments
of ‘grateful praise, the blessing which has rested on their
humble efforts to diffuse the sacred word ; and regard the
general aspect of the Christian world as calling for their
continued dependence on Almighty God.

Moved by Capt. ELaEee, R. A. seconded by D. Sutuer-
LAND, Esq. V. P,

3. —Thatwhilst, with the approbation of Divine providence,
progressive success has attended the Society’s exertions,
many parts of Lower Canada are yet destitute as regards
the Scriptures; and that this Meeting would urge these
circumstances as motives for active perseverance, and
encreasing Christian Iibcralit]y, in endeavouring to disseminate
that word which testifies of Jesus Christ.

Moved by H. Br.ack, Esq. seconded by Revd. M. Lana,

4.—That the thanks of this Meeting be transmitted to the
Parent Society for the very liberal grant of 2000 copies of the
Scriptures which they have placed at their disposal, and for
the confidence which they have reposed in the Members of
this Institution,

Moved by Mr. P. LaNavross, seconded by Mr. M. Ray,
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5.~That the thanks of this Meeting be presented to His
Excellency Lorp Avrumer, for his continued Patronage ;
to those Ministers and congregations of this City who have
aided the Funds of the Society by an annual collection; to
the President, and Vice Presidents ; to the Treasurer,
Secretary, and Committee, as well as to all other persons
who have forwarded the views of the Institution ; and that
the following Gentlemen do compose the Committee for the
ensuing year, (‘See List of Committee.)

The Chair was then taken by D. Sutnerranp, Esq.
Vice President, and, on the motion of T. A. STAYNER, Evq.
seconded by N. Freer, Esq. V. P. it was

Resolved, unanimousiy,

6.—That the thar.ks of this Meeting are due to the Honor-

able President, for his valuable services in the Chair.
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It is to render an account of their Stewardship, and to
resign the honorable trust which it has been equally their
privilege and duty to discharge, that the Committee appear
once more before the assembled Members of an Institution,
whose object is at once the grandest, and the simplest, that
can occupy the mind, or claim the countenance, or animate
the energies of man : and though they readily confess that
—bhad their limited exertions been conducted under the
constraining influence of warmer zeal, of sentiments of more
enlarged philanthropy, of livelier conceptions of the spiritual
wants of a rapidly augmenting people, than it has fallen to
their portion to possess,—the record of those humble labours
which constitute the operations of the Quebec Bible Society
during the progress of another year, might have yielded
brighter indications of prosperity, and furnished juster
ground for gratulation than the following remarks present ;
still they feel that they are authorized, in gencral, by facts,
and prompted by suggestions of gratitude to God, to open
this account of their proceedings in the tone of prase.

They entered on the solemn duties of their Office, mindful
of the high responsibility which they involved ; and, deeply
sensible of insufficiency, they sought support and guidance,
at an ampler source than human counsel, or an arm of
flesh, affords.—They sought them at a Throne of Grace, and
thankfully acknowledge now that hitherto the Lord hath
prospered them. Difficulties have, indeed, been scattered in
their path,—Like their predecessors, they have met with
persevering opposition on the one hand, and cold indifference
upon the other. But difficulties were expected, as the token

bl 0N A e e e d ol S s e e
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of a righteous cause ; and, while they have served to verify
that Word which assigns to the varied workings of the
carnal mind the comprehensive, yet distinctive, character of
enmity against the Trath, they have rather stimulated than
discouraged the Committe as the honoured agents in a work
which they are bold to designate the work of God. They
viewed them as inciting to encreased exertion, as calling
for renewed dependence upon Him who heareth prayer, and
now, the brightening prospects of the Bible cause around
them—encourage the Committee tobelieve that their fulfilment
of the duties which have been entrusted to their care, has been
conducted under the sanction and the blessing of the
Lord.

Proceeding now to the details of their Report, your
Committee first observe that the earliest of those of their
Official Acts to which it will be needful to advert, was called
for by the exhausted state of the Depository. The stock of
Books on hand being insufficient for the probable demands
of one more year, the sum of £90 currency, as stated in a
Postscript on'the Treasurer’s 4ccount last year, was sent
to England to purchase the supply which arrived in the
ensuing spring.  But, in addition to the copies of the
Scriptures which were thus received according to the ordinary
rules which regulate, in that respect, the transactions of
Auxiliary Societies—an assortment 0f2000 volumes, including
200 Testaments for Sunday Schools, was generously placed
at the disposal of your Society by the Parent Institution.
The Committee have authority for tracing this munificent
grant to the representations of Mr. Thompson,—to whom,
in the last Report, it will be remembered that honourable
reference was made. Personal experience had informed him
that a country might be rich in its acquaintance with the
forms of godliness, but poor in the possession of its power—
have a name to live,and yet be spiritually dead —be nominally
Christian, although destitute, comparatively speaking, of the
Book that testifies of Jesus Christ; and were there any
motives—additional, although subordinate, to those which
are so readily presented to the Christian’s mind—required to
invite to persevering action in the promulgation of the
Sacred Word, they would be suggested by the encouraging
and liberal support which his employers have consented to
extend to their Quebec Auxiliary. The Committee, how
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ever, would persuade themselves (hat arguments, deduced
from other sources (han (he One of Truth, are needless, at
the present day, to enforce upon the friends of (his Society
the duty which devolvyes upon them as professing members
of the Church of Christ. To those at least who know the
value of those truths declared of old by holy men as (he
were moved by the Holy Ghost, the time "has passed at
which the indiscriminate diffusion of the Seriptures furnished
matter for debate ; at which the Christian world assumed
opposing sides, and paused before resolving that the written
revelation of the grace of God—the indefeasible inheritance
of man—the common portion of the peasant and the peer—
the record of the pardoned sinner’s title to (e skies, wag
public property—amenable (o no provisions of discrimination
or restraint. That time has passed ; the cause of God has
triumphed ; and an English King sealed up the controversy
in uttering his pious wish that every child in his dominions
might be taught to read his Bible. No longer, therefore,
among those at least who have been taught to prize the
blessings which the Bible only has disclosed, recurs the
Jprevious question ¢ shall we circulale”—but, what have we
done to circulate, the Bible ? Your Committee, for them.
selves, reply that they have done but lite, Inasmuch,
however, asit isa ljttle which exhibits increase, they therein
find abundant reason (o rejoice,

The Books whicl, they have issped during the preceding
year—consisting of Pibles and Testaments, in (he French, as
well as in (he English language, exclusive of 66 volumes
which were damaged on (he voyage from England, and solq
at Auction for the Lenefit of the Underwriters— form the
total number of 410, presenting an excess of 95 volumes
over the distribution, for (he corresponding period, which
was stated in the last ch(nt;-while, in the equally
important department of Finance, the Treasurer’s Account
enables them (o state that, in the Income of the Institution,
amounting now to the sum of L£189 4 0 currency, derived
in part from voluntary contributions, and partly from the
sale of Books,—an increase has taken place to the extent of
£75 17 2 currency, In each department, therefore, of (he
affairs of (he Society, a condition of prosperity appears :
and in alluding 10 js Funds, the Committee gladly find
occasion to observe (hat liberal support has been again
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received from the respective Ministers and Congregations of
the Presbyterian Churcl of S, John, and the Wesleyan
Chapel. The annual collection in St. Andrew’s Church
has been postponed in consequence of prior claims upon
the Congregaiion ; but the Committee are assured by Dr.
[Tarkness, in the name of the Session, that the usual contri-
bution will be made towards the general object of the
Institution on the second Sunday in March next.* Their
pecuniary resources  have also been augmented by
subscriptions  from the County of Megantic.t The
individuals residing in other parts of the surrounding
country who hold small Depositories of Books, have, all of
them, continued to retain their offices during the preceding
year; and, in connection with the services of one of them,
the Committee cannot refiain from relating an interesting
anecdote, by which, in part, at least, is realized the hope
recorded in the pages of the last Report—¢ that Education,
and the Holy Scriptures, would prove co-paitners in their
progress ; that the Testament, and spelling book, would
travel hand in hand; and the pupil receive his earliest
impressions directly from the source of Truth itself ”—I¢ js
the simple, but the pleasing fact, that a Roman Catholic
boy, having received a half dollar at the close of the year,
sent it to Quebec to purchase four New Testaments for new
year’s presents to his friends. Manifold peculiarities of
personal, as well as local, circumstances have operated to
retard in some degree, the labours of many cf these gratuitous
agents of the lInstitution:; so that their exertions have
produced, this year, a very limited resalt. Through the
kindness, however, of a firiend at Three Rivers, a large
Depository, preliminary only, it is trusted, to the formation
of a Branch Society, has lately been established there ; and,
from the Capital of an extensive District, in frequent inters
course with the Eastern 'l‘u\\'nah:‘,w—lhv constant ;hurough-
fare for travellers between Quebec and fﬂn's‘,:x‘:\l, and
containing within itself a resident population of upwards of
3000 souls,~the Committee have every reason to expect an
accession of assistance which will multiply the distributions

* The collection in St. Andrew's Church has been furthe postponed in
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of the ensuing year. But if, while they desire to recognize
the co-operation of all, they may be permitted to advert
especially 1o those whose zeal has been the most unwearied—
whose perseverance has been favoured with the most success,
—Wwhose bounty forms the first frujts of foreign contributions
to the Society,— they would here acknowledge the effective
aid afforded by their friends in the County of Megantic.
Information is expected caily of the regular formation there
of an organized Association. Meanwhile, from a newly
settled portion of the country, in which the majority of the
inhabitants are toiling hard for the meat which perisheth—a
remittance of £7 6 I, exclusive of the further sum of £1
8 3 for the purchase of Books, forms a pleasing proof that
they are also mindful of (he paramount necessity for that
which endureth to eternal life,

Reflecting here upon the moral and religious wants of
settlers in the woods of Canada, your Committee would
invite especial notice to the encouraging example which has
Jjust been given of a high, and permanent, and practical,
regard for the oracles of God, retained under circumstances
of comparative exclusion from the means of grace., The
case is useful to the cause which they are called upon to
advocate this day, as shewing, firstly, that the busiest, and
poorest settler, is not too poor, and busy, to bestow a thought
upon the interests of his soul; and secondly, that that which
settlers have esteemed of primary importance to their happi-
ness and peace is the possession of the Word of God. And
accurately has their estimate been made! The Bible is
indeed the source of benefits adapted with consummate skill
to each diversity of human need; it is the crowning gift
which sanctifies the bounties of (he God of Providence, and
reveals Him as a God of Grace,~—the messenger unto all
people of glad tidings of great Joy—the treasury of Truths
Which have dispelled the shadows of the tomb, and brought
life and immortality to light through Jesus Christ. Rightly,
therefore, is it Judged to be essential to the happiness of
man; and blessed are the people who receive it as a light
unto their feet, and as a lamp unto their path,

But the Committee turn again to their Report, and briefly
Yevert once more to pecuniary affairs, to acknowledge the
receipt of a legacy from the late Win. Bootle, a private soldier
of the 24th Regiment, in whose will the sum of L5 sterling,
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was found to be appropriated to the circulation of the
Scriptures, through the medium of this Institution, The
amount has been duly paid by Mr. James Horne, and
Sergeant Wm, Merry, his executors, belonging to the same
Regiment, and will ‘be seen to occupy its proper place in
the Treasurer’s Account; but the Committee cannot close
their reference to an occurrence which is not less interesting,
than they believe it to be new, in the annals of the Quebec
Bible Society, without inviting the attention of their friends
to the practical, and solemn, import of the fact, that, on the
bed of death—his mind divested of the fatal charm with
which fallacious promises of long possession too commonly
invest the rapidly receding vanities of time, and sensible of
the enduring moment which atiaches to eternal things—the
dying man should thus attest his value for that blessed
Word which mitigates the sufferings of dissolution, and
reveals a Ransom from the power of the grave,

Adverting now to the accounts whicl, your Committee
have received of the proceedings of distant kindred Instj.
tutions, they purpose to confine themselyes to those with
reference to which they recognize the ties of nearest and
most obvious relationship, The Society at Montreal continue
to retain their position of pre-eminence among the Bible
Societies of Canada. The extent of their operations, as
well as the number of their surrounding friends, may be
briefly comprised in the simple statement of the facts that
they have six Branch Societies, and three Bible Associations,
in subordinate connection with themselves; and that their
distribution, during the last year, amounted to a total of
upwards of 3000 Books.

At Kingston, it was stated by their predecessors, in the
last Report, that a new Society had then been lately formed,
The Committee gladly entered into friendly correspondence
with the Members of this sister lnslilulion—rejoicing that
the Lord had counted them worthy, and bad raised them
up, to labour for His Word’s sake, They have now received
their first annual Report, from which they have collected
the encouraging intelligence, that, at the close of the first year
of their existence, they are able to announce the formation of
three Branch Societies, and a total distribution of 831 Books,

The Society at York, in the brief period of two years,
appears to haye enlarged its sphere of action to an unusual
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degree. The distributions ot the second year are stated at
1750 volumes—being as many as 1200 more than those of
the preceding year; and it is believed that there are
connected with it about twenty Branch Societies.

This last Society is engaged in the arduous undertaking of
adding one to the 146 Languages, and Dialects, into which
the Scriptures havealready been translated ; and the Gospels
of St. Matthew, and St. John, in the Chippewa, or Missisaugas,
Indian language, are both supposed to be by this tme
ready for the Press; and although itis stated that insufficiency
of funds demands delay, and threatens to retard the publi-
cation of a work so eminently fitted to promote, as well the
temporal, as the eternal, interests of a people, possessing
many claims on the philanthropy of civilized society, and
amounting still—of those alone who understand that
language-—to the number, it is said, of 80,000, or of 40,000,
souls,—your Committee cannot but indulge a hope that
He who has disposed their fellow-labourers at York to enter
upon this benevolent design, will also furnish, in His own
best time and way, abundant means for its completion.

In the United States, exertion has been unabated for the
promulgation of the Bible; and the Committee have it in
their power to announce that the American Bible Society,
receiving for the last year 125,000 dollars, circulated 242,000
Books, and added 98 to their Auxiliary Societies. Com-
paring these progressive operations with those of the British
and Foreign Bible Society, it is pleasing to behold the
Fastern and the Western world competing thus, with com-
mendable emulation, for precedence in the service of the
Lord. In Ireland and Scotland, independently of the latter
Institution, successful efforts have been made to circulate
the Word of God; but of that Society alone, your Com-
mittee are enabled to communicate the gratifying information,
that, with an income for the annual period included in their

last Report, which is stated to have exceeded the sum of

£95.000 sterling, the total of their distributions is reported

to have been upwards of 470,000 copies of the Seriptures,

and more than 2,600 to be the still encreasing number of
their Auxiliary Associations,—which are planted in every
clime, and flourishing in almost every Colony and depen-
dency of Britain, Embracing thus, in the wide and varied

sphere of their exertions, nearly every corner of the habitable
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globe, their line may indeed be said to have gone out into
all lands ; kindreds, and tongues, and people, who sat in
darkness, have seen a great light; and the ends of the earth
have been permitted to rejoice in God’s salvation.

Your Committee hasten now towards the close of their
Report ; and they resign their charge with sentiments of
gratitude to Him from whom they feel that every good
counsel, and every just work, proceeds. Their successors
will assume, for the ensuing year, the management of a
Society of which the friends, and funds, and operations,
have, all of them, been steadily encreased. They know,
however, that these are merely human means ; that it lies
within the ordinary range of human power to augment
them on the one hand—of human counsel to direct them
on the other; that Paul may plant; Appollos water; but
that He alone can give the spiritual increase, who has said
that “it is not by might, nor by power, but by” His
““ Spirit” only, that efficacy is imparted to the feeble agenc
of man. It is, therefore, their concluding prayer that GGod
may richly bless the future labours of the Institation ; that
wisdom from above may rest upon the new Committee ; that
ampler distribution through the land in which the Provi-
dence of God has placed them, may await t"» Records of
eternal life; but chiefly that the Lord of Gra

ad mercy
may Himself go forth "and cause His Word (o iccomplish
that which He may please, and prosper in the thing to which

it seemeth good to Him to send it.
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APPENDIX.
—

SPEECHES DELIVERED AT THE SEVENTH GENERAL
MEETING OF THE QUEBEC AUXILIARY
BIBLE SOCIETY.

<P

By the Reverend J. CruGsTon, on moving the second Resolution:

a resolution for the decision of this
meeting ; but, before reading it, I may be allowed to make a few remarks
on the importance of an Institution such as that in whose behalf we are
now met. 1tis an Institution which ought to commend itself to the respect
and support of every Christian, and, 1 may a d, to the respect and support
of everylover of his species, who is desirous to promote even the temporal
interests of society. Its object is to circulate the Word of God, and the
wisest of our race may be challenged to devise means fitted, even in a
temporal point of view, to benefit mankind to an equal extent. This is
not merely a matter of opinion ; for, in proof of it, we are able to appeal
to a set of actual and successful experiments There are, indeed, some who
are professedly desirous to ameliorate the moral condition of man, but
who condemn in toto the plan whicl the Christian would adopt,—denounce
the Bible not only to be a most useless instrument for the purpose, but to be
fitted rather to do harm,—and, without lending an ear to the voice of
experience, they cling tenaciously to their own theories on the subject,
and, not content with this, they proclaim the supporters of a Bible Society
igious dupes, or enthusiasts, who, amid their concern for
seir temporal and nearer interests. T am quite
aware that,in advocating the cause of a Bible Society, and in meeting
together for the promotion of its interests, we are likely to meet with the
contempt of such men, and to have thrown upon us the terms of indignity
which are ever ready at hand to apply to what are deemed the silly
opinions, and the Utopian schemes, of the man who ventures to manifest
his love to kis God, and to his fellow-men, by wishes and exertions to
disseminate more widely that Book which alone is able to make men wise
unto salvation. Still, however, the grounds on which we advocate the
cause of a Bible Society are incontrovertible ; neither argument, passion,
nor prejudice can prevail; and, in the favour of the Author of the Bible
Himself, we ought to be as ready to bear, as to expect, reproach. For it
is, unhappily, the order of the day, with some, to characterize as fanatics
or fools, all who are decided, and not time serving, in their religious views,
and who are zealously affected in this good cause ; and it is convenient for

1 have been requested to propose

to be a set of rel
the souls of men, neglect tl

s
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such as will not take the trouble of thinking for (hemselves seriously on the
subject, to have a few harsh and unmeaning terms provided for them,
which, in a few words, will emit enough of contempt and antipathy, without
it being neceswary for them to tell exactly what it is that they condemn,
and what it is that they dislike, in a Bible Society. Itisnot from men of
this description that we are to expect, or to ask, support for a Bible
Society. It is not strange if they should do more than withdraw their
countenance ;~ but it is wondrous strange that there are men to be found
who profess to feel the power ot Religion—to know the value of the Bible
—whe yet cannot be prevailed upon tc lend their aidin its dissemination,
They affirm that it is not a Book for general cirenlatic n, and that great
caution and discrimination onght to be observed in its distribution,—that it
may be put into the hands of those ouly who are prepared to receive it, or
who we are sure will make a right use of it. 1 hnow not exactly on what
principle such men act, asif they really believed that tke Bible can be a
blessed Book to one man, and not to the whole of our species: and, in
reference to the objection to which I am now alluding, it has been well
said by an eloquent writer of the present day, whose words I would take
the liberty of citing.—“ I have yet to learn,”” says he, ** I Lave yet to
learn what that is which shonld make the same teaching, and the same
Bible, applicable to one part ot the species, and not applicable to another.
I am not aware of a single principle in the philosophy of man which points
to such a distinction, nor do 1 know a single category in the science of
human nature which can assist me in drawing the land-mark between
those to whom the Bible may be given, and those who are unworthy, or
unfit, for a participation in its blessings. 1 have been among illiterate
peasantry, and I have marked how apt they were, in their narrow field of
observation, to cherish a kind of malignant contempt for the men of another
shire, or another country. 1 have Leard of barbarians, and of their inso-
lent disdain for foreigners. 1 have heard of Jews, and of their unsocial
and excluding prejudices. But I always looked upen them as the jealousies
of ignorance, which science and observation had the effect of doing
away ; and that the accomplished traveller, liberalized by frequent inter«
course with the men of other countries, saw through the vanity of all these
prejudices, and disowned them. What the man of liberal philosopliy is in
sentiment, the”” (man who would circulate the Bible) ‘“ Missionary isin
practice. He sees in every man a partaker of his own nature, and a
brother of his own species. lle contemplates the human mind in the
generality of its great elements. He enters upon the wide field of bene-
volence, and disdains those geographical barriers by which little men
would shut out one half of the species from the kind offices of the other,
His business is with man; and, let his localities be what they may, enough
for his large and noble heart that he is bone of the same bone. The caste
and the colour are nothing to his comprehensive eye. His is the broad
principle of good will to the children of men., His doings are with the
species ; and, overlooking all the accidents of climate, or of country,
enough for him if the individual he is in quest of be a man—a brother of
the same natere—with a body which a few years will bring to the grave,
and a spirit that returns to God who gave if.” There are some again who
object to a Bible Society, and who refuse it their aid, on another and a
different ground. They take the liberty of affirming that no good has yet
resulted from the exertions of Bible Societies—that much money hos been
raised and expended, but that there has beer no result of a description to
encourage to farther liberality and exertion, Such a statement isincorrect,
and, it is to be feared, is brought forward only as a subterfuge. Much
500(1 has unquestionably resulted from the exertions of Institutions of the
escription alluded to. But even allowing that the statement of the
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ohjectors was correct—which I maintain it is not—are the exertions, I

would ask, of the Christian to depend on the success or the failure of his

plans? Surely not; forif we bring the motive in maintaining the operations

of a Rible Society to be dependant solely on the amount of palpable and

immediate result of a beneficial nature, we are overlooking the chief

inducement to exertion, and forgetting that, whether our schemes prosper

or not, we have still all the authority to proceed in it which can arise from

a plain injunction of our Lord., The injunction which obliges the Christian,

by means of his prayers, and support to every reasonable and scriptural

plan, to endeavour to spread the savour of his Redeemer’s name, is just

as plain and forcible an injunction as is to be found in the Word of God.

Our Lord Himself addresses the command toevery one to whom Ilis Word

has come, and we have reason to say that the woe, which, in a peculiar

case, would have rested upon him who was necessitated to preach the

Gospel, had he refused, shall rest in a certain measure upon all who have
received the precious truth, and perversely declined to assist in spreading,
it. The precise amount of benefit which may spring from our exertions as
a Dible Society, is dependant on many circumstances ; and, with bumility
and reverence, we ought to remember that it is ultimately dependant on
the Sovereign will of Him,who, in wisdom inscrutable and adorable, has
His set times for showing favour. Still, however, the obligation that is
laid upon us is permanent ; we are bound to use the means which Provi-
dence seems to have put within our reach,and to trust the event to God.
For if the amount of benefit which results from the performance of duty,
were toinfluence the feeling of obligation to perseverance in it, whither, I
ask, would this lead ? A Minister of Religion is set apart to watch for the
souls of his people, that he may win them to Christ—a teacher of youth,
that he may train them up in knowledge and virtue—a parent, that he may
bring his offspring to God, and secure them as members of the Divine
family—a master, that he may influence his servants to do service to their
master in Heaven, as well as to himself. Bat if the amount of religious
and moral benefit to accrue from their respective exertions were to deter-
mine how long they should make them, or whether they should continue
to make them at all,—what a feeble and precarions hinge were this for
the greatest of earthly obligations to turn on! and how important that,
with regard to our labours as a Bible Society, we call ourselves back from
every adventitious circamstance to the great motive to exertion in the
sacred duty which springs from the authority of God. He commands us
to co.operate with His Providence and Gracein the dissemination of His
Word. This is the great motive to exertion, and it holds out too the pledge
of final success. But as the time of success, as the ‘‘seasons of refreshing
from His presence,” arehastened or postponed by his wise counsels, what
we are to fix our minds upon is, assuredly, the enunciation of His Will,—
This, I repeat, is the grand motive to exertion, and were we more sensible
of an absolute dependence upon God for aid and success in our christian,
as well as in our worldly, schemes, there wonld undoubtedly be a far more
earnest and constant pressing upon the great resource which we have in
prayer than is common, it is to be feared, even among Christians, We
would as little, without it, promise ourselves any distinguished success, as
the mariner would expect to reach a distant haven by means of his sails
spread, without a single breath of wind to move them. And if the whole
of the professed people of God—the friends of Jesus, were, with an
earnest and unfailing resolution, to combine, that not one influence should
be withheld which the utmost effort of conspiring and persevering suppli-
cation would obtain, it might be regarded as the forerunner of 2 mighty and
blessed revolution in our world, and we might look npon ourselves as more
eflicient agents of good in our own little sphere, Let it then be sounded
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in our ears, though its repetition shiould reach almost {o satiety, that here
(in the will of our God) is the only permanent motive to exertion in this
duty. Any other motive may, when strongly touched, give rise
exeition, but the exertion will prove fitful, or of short duration,
but regard to the Saviour,—nothing but the felt obligations |
His redeeming mercy, and devoted

solid basis on which

to some
Nothing
aid upon us by
reverence to his will, can form the
to carry up * the work of the Lord.” Let it be our
desire to be influenced by this high and holy motive,—let us seek to feel
more the value of the Bible in our own experience ; then may we expect
to be more unfailing and unwavering in our wish to disseminate it ; then
shall the language of a departed Bishop of the Church to which some

among us belong, express our wish on the subject,~and with whose
language I would conclude:

‘“ Shall we whose souls are lighted
With wisdom from on High,
Shall we, to men benighted,
The lamp of life deny ?

Salvation ! oh, salvation !
The joyful sound proclaim,

Till each remotest nation
Has learnt Messiah's name,

Waft, waft, ye winds His story,
And you ye waters roll
Till, like a sea of glory,
It spreads from pole o pole :

Till o’er our ransom’d nature,
The Lamb for sinners slain—
Redeemer, King, Creator,
In bliss returns to reign.”’

H. BLack, Esquire, in rising to move the thanks of the meeting (o the
. . L . . . . .
Parent Society, said that he did not think it necessary,—indeed in the
Yy, Yy, 2

presence of so many learned and Reverend Gentlemen he should feel, that
it would be presumption on his part, to enlarge upon the benefits which
had erisen from the efforts of the Parent Society for the diffusion of the

. . . . y
Scriptures, He would fear, too, least a subject of such transe
tance should be impaired by any weak attempt of !
and zealous it might be,—to express the great ends of the Society, and the
strenuous and successful efforts which had been made to attain those

ends. The motion which he had the honor to submit to the chair, wag—
(see fourth Resolution )

endent impor-
,2—however sincere

By the Reverend M. La NG, on seconding the fourth R
Mr. President,—In seconding the
myself with a silent vote, and there

esolution

motion just offered, I cannot content
fore beg leave to make a few remarks,
The motion calls for an expression of our gratitude to the Parent Society
for a liberal grant of 2000 copies of the Holy Scriptures. The Bible is
unquestionably the best book in the world. It contains information the
most important to man, and such as cannot be obtained from any other
source. What should we know of the being and perfections of Almighty
God ?—~What adequate conceptions should we have of the means by which
poor sinners may obtain mercy at the hands of their offended Maker,
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without the Bible? The knowledge of an atoning Saviour, and a sin-
forgiving God, can only be gained from the Inspired Volume,

The most celebrated philosophers of Greece and Rome were mostly in
the dark on all subjects connected with the soul. Nor could unenlightened
reason ever have explored those sublime mysteries which the Word of
God alone has revealed.

+ The Bible informs us where to go
For grace to pardon all our sin,
And make us holy too ;"’—

so that to be deprived of it would be considered by those who know its
contents. an incaleulable evil; while to possess it wonld be esteemed a
blessing of no ordinary character, This sentiment is_strikingly illustrated
by a reference to the Second Book of Chronicles, where we learn that,
in the days of Josiah the King of lsrael, the Word of God had been lost,
and being found again, it was received with avidity asa special blessing—
even as a gift from Heaven.

The Bible Society was small in its commencement, even as a grain of
mustard seed ; but how amazingly has it grown and increased ; so that to it
may, with propriety, be applied the language of Scripture,—** The little
one has become a thousand, and the small one a great nation.” The
object of this Society is simple, but very important,—its design being to
extend the triumphs of the cross of Christ, and not the interests of any
sect or party—by printing, and circulating. the Scriptures in the various
languages of the earth, that every member of the vast family of man may
possess them, and be enabled to read, *‘in his own tongue, the wonderful
works of God.”

The circulation of this blessed Book is an object of great importance,
because it is closely connected with the glory of God, and the present and
eternal happiness of man. That this object may be accomplished, and
these interesting effects produced, let us distribute the sacred Oracles as
extensively as we possibly can.

The British <« “oreign Bible Society sends forth the Word of God
without note o ment. The Bible is its own interpreter: it shines with
its own brightness - and hence its value may be known, and its influence
felt, by men who are destitute of every other instructor,—* the Holy
Scriptures being able to make us wise unto salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus.”’ The fundamental truths are so clearly revealed, ¢ that he who
runs may read, and a way-faring man, though a fool, cannot err therein,” if
only he receives its directions with a humble and contrite spirit. Let none
infer, from these remarks, that I consider helps for the better understanding
of the Scriptures unnecessary. Knowing their value, I strongly recom-
mend them to others, while I, with pleasure, use them myself: nor would
1 have it understood, that a living ministry is unnecessary; no; for,asone
has very justly observed, “while the friends of the Bible Society are digging
channels, and pouring into them the water of life, that it may flow
through all the earth, let the heralds of salvation be sent in every direc-
tion to expatiate on its efficacy, and to invoke all to come and drink freely."’
It has been objected, that to send the Scriptures unaccompanied with the
writings of uninspired men, wonld be an injury to mankind,—they being
unintelligible to the poor and illiterate, and more likely to mislead them
than to guide them aright. But what a reflection is this on God Himself,
as having given us a Book altogether unsuited to the end for which it
was given!

S S Aus o 2 a
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The Bible Society is an unspeakable blessing to tbe world ; itis honorable
to God, and useful'to men, For although the Scriptures be not locked up
from us in a language which is not generally understood, yet, without this
Society the cost of them would keep them 1o a great extent from the poor,
particularly those who are ignorant of their treasures. But now, through
this Society, God is favouring all—the poorest as well as the richest—as he
did with the manna in the wilderness, the rich have nothing over, and
the poor Lave no lack. For if any are so poor as to be able only to
raise part of the price of a Bible, he can have a copy for that part; and
those who are so poor as to be unable to pay any thing, can have one for
nothing ;—so that we may have it in our houses, an

d feed upon it in our
hearts;—Yea we may ** eat that which is good, and let our soul delight
itself in fatness.”

The motion T hold in my hand ealls our attention to the benevolence of

the British and Foreign Bible Society. This has very properly been called
an age of lwnovnlon('v, for no sooner is the voice of distress hea rd, than
the hand of mercy is extended toits relief. Hence various Societies are
formed, and daily schemes are devising, to alleviate and remove it. But
the blessings communicated by many charitable Institutions
and partial, and consequently enjoyed only by a few in the immediate
neighoourhoods where they are established ;—while the benefits of this
Society are experienced in all lands,—the sphernul’ih-'uporutionninrlmling
the whole of the habitable globe. It has enlightened the wigwam, and
gladdened the heart of the Indian. And shall we not pray that it may
continue to spread far and wide, until ¢ the knowledge of the Lord shail
cover the earth, as the waters cover the face of the great deep "’ The
benevolence of this Suciely has extended to this Province, and the motion
I have the honor to support is an acknowledgement of the kindness of the
Parent Society, for a grant to this Auxiliary of 2000 copies of the Scriptures.,
We are called upon by this motion to express our sincere gratitude for the
above grant, and for the confidence reposed in the members of this Society
by the Parent Institution. And surely we cannot withhold the expression
of the high sense we entertain of their generosity, To do so would be an
actof injustice, and ingratitude. We therefore cheerfully, and feelingly,
thank the Parent Society, on the behalf of the Quebec Auxiliary, and in
the name of the poor, whom, through its liberality, we haye been enabled
to supply with the word of life, | trust we shall not content ourselves
however with expressing our gratitude in word only, butin deed, and in
truth—making renewed efforts that the designs of the British and Foreign
Bible Society may be accomplished. Thongh much has been done, much
yet remains to bhe effected ; for multitudes of our fellow.men are still
without the bread of life, and are perishing for lack of knowledge, Let
us shew that we are not unwor thy of the liberality and confidence of the
Parent Institution, by persevering with increased zeal and activity in this
great and important work, until every individual is blessed with a Bible,—
Let us do all in our power to support an Institution so glorious, which has
for its object the conversion of the world to the faith of Christ.

With these remarks, Mr. President, 1 beg leave to second the motion,

are only local,

By Mr. P. Lancrois, on moving the 5th Resolution,

Mr. President,—In rising to make a motion, T cannot help observing
that it has been Jjustly said that the thanks of this meeting are due to the
PurentSnciM) for their liberal grant of 2000 copies of the Holy Scriptures :
Tor can I, in justice, fail to state that, while the Parent Institution is
entitled to our sincere thanks, the Committee of this Society have also a
Just claim npon them 3—for they have come forward this day, and given us
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a statement of their labours, and we have, with pleasure, heard an
account of theirsuccess during the past year, 1t must alsobe acknowledged
that while the Parent Society is doing much good, every Auxiliary comes
to their help in forwarding their laudable design in the circulation of the
Scriptures, as well as in collecting and remitting them money to enable
them to carry on the great work in which they are engaged ; and we
rejoice in hearing that 2000 volumes have been received by this Institution.
But, standing as we do, between those for whose good they were sent, and
the Committee to whom they were entrusted, and who have been employed
in circulating them, we are bound, in duty, to give them our sincere
thanks ; and since the motion I hold in my hand is to that effect, I am
confident that it will be cheerfully received by all in this assembly, and I
therefore move, &c.

By the Honorable the Cater Justice, President.

Ladies and Gentlemen.—I am about to close the proceedings of the day ;
but, before 1 quit the Chair, I beg leave to solicit your attention for a
few minutes.

Upon the important subject of the present meeting, I should not presume
to offer any observations to your consideration, if it did not appear to me
that it remained yet to be noticed in more than one point of view, in which
it has not been exhibited by those who have favoured the Society with
their sentiments, They have placed the benefits which arise from disse-
minating the Holy Scriptures in a religious light, and have ably demon-
strated, and expatiated upon, the advantages which man derives from the
study of the word of God. 1, as an humble layman, feel at this moment
that from the establishment of Bible Societies, many, in a mere temporal
sense, have been benefited ; for, wherever the Scriptures have been widely
circulated, itappears to me to be a fact that the moral conduct of mankind
has been improved. At the first introduction of Christianity, history
assures us that this was the case 3 and it certainly cannot be considered as
an extraordinary fact that the principles of the Gospel should,in the
present day, be productive of the same consequences in proportion fo the
numbers to whom they are made known. My own experience, during
forty-two years in the administration of justice in criminal cases in this
Province, corroborates this belief. The assiduous endeavours of the
members of all Bible Societies are required, therefore, not merely for the
promotion of the welfare and hLappiness of their fellow-creatures in
another world, but for the suppression of vice, by which, crimes, and
criminal offences, are diminished, and the peace and good order of society
preserved, in the present world.

I have yet to trespass on your attention with a few words npon a new
call for union, and perseverance, among Christians of every denomination,
in the distribution of the Scriptures. The conflicts of the last century
upon the subject of Christianity were among Christians, and were waged for
the establishment of particular doctrines.—In the present day, there is a
common enemy, by which the very existence of Christianity is assanlted ;
and a perfect union of all Christians has thence become necessary for the
defence of the universal Church of Christ. We live in portentous times;
perhaps those which have been predicted, We cannot butsee the advances
which infidelity is daily making under various forms: that we have now
to contend against Atheism—open and declared Atheism ; against Deism ;
and against its insidious twin-brother, Unitarianism ; and can we then
doubt that it has become the sacred duty of Christians of all sects to com-
bine and unite in their efforts for the preservation of Christianity, and
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P!"“_P"'Qr‘y to persevere, with redoubled zeal, and exertion, in the
'Jlﬁll‘ll)llll?xl of the Bible,—the word of God being unquestionably the best
means of defence for the Holy Religion which has emanated from
Himself.

I will not dilate upon the subjects which I have mentioned : T have
placed them before you because 1 have thought them worthy of your

notice ; and I am quite sure that their own importance will claim, and that
they will receive, your serious reflection,

With my best wishes for the increase, and success, of this Society, I
respectfully take my leave of you,

RULES RECOMMENDED FOR BRANCH SOCIETIES.

Ist.—That a Society be now formed, in connection with the Quebec Bible
Society, to be called the ————un Branch Bible Society,—~the sole
object of which shall be the circulation of the Holy Scriptures.

2d.—That the Bibles and Testaments to be circulated by this Society

shall be without note or comment, and those in the languages of the United
Kingdom, of the authorized version only.

3d.—That all persons subscribing five shillings, or npwards, annually, or
£2 10s. at one time, shall be members of this Society. Nevertheless,

persons contributing less than five shillings shall be considered annual
subscribers.

4th.—That the business of the Society shall be conducted by a President,
Vice Presidents, a Treasurer, a Secretary or Secretaries, and a Committee
consisting of not less than members, five of whom shall constitute
a qllol"llln.

5th.—That Ministers of the Gospel of all denominations, who are meme

bers of the Society, shall be entitled to attend and vote at all meetings of
the Committee.

6th.—That the Committee shall meet quarterly, or oftener, the time and
place of meeting to be fixed by themselves.

7th,—That the Committee shall be authorized to divide the surrounding
country into Districts—to appoint two or more persons for each District to
solicit subscriptions and donations from the inhabitants—and to establish
Depositories in different parts within the limits of this Branch Society.

8th.—That such persons as may be disposed to form themselves into
Bible Associations, in connection with this Branch Society,shall, on sending
a copy of their rules, be entitled to purchase at the Depository, under the
direction of the Committee, copies of the Scriptures, at prime cost, for
gratuitous distribution, or sale, among their neighbours,

9th.—That it shall be the duty of the Committee to enquire what families
or individuals within the sphere of their operations are in want of Bibles,
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and unable to procure them—and to supply them at prime
according to their circumstances.

donations received by
ental expenses, to the

or Testaments,
cost, reduced prices, or gratis,

10th.—That the whole of the subscriptions and
this Society, shall be applied, after deducting incid
purchase of such Bibles and Testaments, at prime cost, from the Quebec
Bible Society, as may be required to supply this neighbourhood ; and that
any surplus be remitted to the Quebec Society in aid of the general
purposes of that Institution.

11th.—That all Ministers of the Gospel making
respective congregations in behalf of this Society,
paying such collections to the Treasurer, to receive Bib
at the reduced prices, to the extent of one half of thei
tions,—such return being claimed within one year from ther
the collection; and to purchase Bibles and Testaments at the cost prices
to any further extent. 1t is recommended, in all pruc(icnble cases, to
supply the poor by sale rather than by gilt.

12th.—That a general meeling of the Soci
year, when the accounts shall be presented;
year stated; a Report agreed upon to be transmi
and officers appointed for the ensuing year.

18th.—T hat the Committee, or any seven members
at any time, call special general meetings thereof,
weeks previous notice being given to the members.

14th.—That no alteration shall be made in these Laws, except at a
general meeting of the Society,—not less than — weeks previous notice
being given to the Members, of the alteration intended to be proposed.

collections in their
shall be entitled, on
les and Testaments
r respective collec-
emittance of

ety be held once in every
the proceedings of the past
tted to the Quebec Society;

of the Society, may,
not less than———
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS AND DONORS TO
THE QUEBEC BIBLE SOCIETY, 1832.
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