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Introductory address.

TO THE LOYAL, FREE AND INDEPENDENT ELECTORS
OP THE PROVINCE OF UPPER CANADA.

My respected Fellovt Subjects :

It is for your sakes, and to prevent your peace, welfare and

safety from being again endangered and injured as they lately

have been, that I have been induced to expose the falsehoods

and evil tendency of Lord DurhatiCs Report, mutilated copies

of which have been industriously and extensively distributed

among you by YOUR WORST ENEMIES, for the pur-

pose of cgain stirring up discord and discontent, and thus

promoting their own selfish interests and wicked intentions f—
If I felt assured that you would read it carefully, mark its con-

tradictions, and compare its statements and imputations with facts

which YOU KNOW to be trut, I should rejoice if every one of you

had an opportunity of reading the ' trumpery prodttction ;' for

your own intelligeoce, fairly exercised, would enable you to

discover his Lordship's atrocious falsehoods and wilful misre*

presentations, and your loyal and honest principles would im-

pel you to reject, with contempt and indignation, the decep-

tive doctrines and pernicious advice of a man who, while he

attempts to excuse the wicked conduct of those who caused

all our miseries, and, indirectly, encourages them to renew

and persevere in their destructive works, has not written a siu-

gle sentence in praise of your loyal, glorious and most admi-

rable exertions, which have justly excited the universal admira-

tion and applause of every wise and virtuous man in the Brit-

ish empire, and caused the country of your Birth or adoption

to be designated, in Great Britain, by the honorable appella-

tion of "the noble province op Upper Canada." Per-

severe in the loyal and honest paths which you have pursued.
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and dcpcr 1 upon it, w)icn wiser ami J)ctt-?r men than thojiC;

who now constitiito the British Ministry shall obtnin powor,

aa must very soon hr (he case, vein EXTRAonniNART meuits

wir.L J)E HEWARnKri ANn yo7;r interests permakentiy pro-

moted.

1 earnestly caution you against sufToring your judgments

and your opinions to be deluded and influenced bi/ any j>reju -

(ficed man of avt/ parti/ ; and Lord Durham has alvvays been

both a prejudiced and a party man : his object is notoriety .- he

would rather be a 'herrinrf among sprats,'—because ho would

thus be remarkable for superior size, than a ' vihale among whales

—whose e(junl greatness would prevent him from beingparticu-

(nrhj noticed. Notwithstanding his exalted rnnk and tha high

official station which ho filled, prostituted and Imtrayed, he is

ro TTicr;: vr»itled to belief than any intelligent individuals

"monff y ^ -'c'ves, ncr, I.w^ccu, half soinvch, as you will per-

ceive if you carefully examine his dishonorable statcrocnto re-

lative to your own characters and feelings, and to numerous

matters with which you are personally and intimately acquain-

ted. Such an examination will also shew you that he Tre-

quently contradicts in one place that which he asserts in ano-

ther ; aud I need not tell you that of two contradictory a^^eT-

^ionn one must he fahe. If you are thus convinced, as every

oncof youmust bewho possesses common human intelligence,

that he has spoken, or rather written falsely, In your own hnow-

hdge, in many instances, can you place anv confidence in his

statements cnncerninsf matters of which you have not the

means of judging. If an impudent quack doctor who wished
to exchange his wordilcss salves for vour useful money, told

you that you had an ulcer on your leg, wc uld you not exa-

mine the limb which he said was diseased, and if you found
no symptoms of disease, would yon not reject his advice and

\ 4



f

keep yuur iiionoy in your pockoU ? It a uuiiuir.g yunkec bhou

mukur, wiio wanted tu hcII you 'yenuwyne American built shoes'

told you that those you woie pincfwd your toes and galled your

heels, would you beliuvo him and become his customer if you

felt that your shoes fitted you well and comfortably ? You
certainly would not bu so foolish. But would it not be quite

as foolish to believe those equally selfish and more wicked would

be destroyers of your peace, who tell you that you are grie<

vously oppressed, that you are slaves, and that you are ground to

the earth, without asking your own feelings and judgments whe-

ther such is or is not really ilie case ? Before you become indeed

slaves, the slaves and tools of those who seek for their own in-

terests and your destruction, thus to defraud you of your sup-

port and votes, ask yourselves these questions

:

1. Are we burthened, like our ri^publicau neighbors, with

arbitrary and oppressive taxes ?

2. Can any one, ho wever rich or powerful, injure us with

impunity ?

3. Are not our properties, our liberties and our lives pro-

tected by the existing laws ?

4. Can we be slaves and "ground to the earth," when we
" proudly feel" (as all of you must feel,) that we are members

of the most free, independent and respectable yeomanry that

ever existed upon the face of the earth? For such in truth

are the brave and loyal farmers of " the noble Province of

Upper Canada."

5> Shall we certainly be individually ientj^/ed by thechangea

which pretended reformers wish us, for tlieir own purposes, to

assist them in bringing about ? May not such changes, on tue

contrary, possibly endanger and destroy ihoKe blessings which

we now actually enjoy, and will it nut be most prudent, cs the

good old proverb advises, "to let weli liNouGH alom.."?

II
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I fear not the strength of the arguments by which cviV

minded politicians arc endeavoring to mislead and pervert your

minds, but I do fear the effects of their active ibdustry and

never ceasing perseverance, and it is against these thai I would

put you on your guard. Their secret agents are scattered all

over the province ; some of them may be your nearest neigh-

bors and most intimate companions, and, as the constant

dropping of water will at length penetrate the hardest marble,

so may the perpetual repetition of their weak and false reasons,

ifyou quietly submit to their operations, ultimately cause an in-

jurious impression upon your stronger understandings.—

I

therefore implore you, (although too many are in the habit of

adopting the printed and spoken opinions of others because it

is less trouJ lesotne than to form their own^pipipBa) to thikk

FOR YOIIKSELVBS AND TO ACT IN CONFORMITY WITH YOUR OWN
UNPREJumcED JUDGMENTS ! If you will do thir T have too

much confidence in your intelligence and in your honest prin-

ciples to fear the result. In accordance with this advice, I

wish you to place no more reliance on tbe statements and opi-

nions contained in the following letters than, on a careful ex-

amination of the evidence and arguments by which they are

supported, your own judgments tell you they are entitled to

claim. Since the last was sent to the press, I have read an ar-

ticle extracted from the last number of tbe London Quarterly

Review, (a work which is the joint production of some of the

most wise, talented and exalted philosophers and statesmen in

the British Empire) which proves that my opinion relative to

the nature and mischievous tendency of Lord Durham's infa-

mous Report not only corresponds with that of the learned re-

viewers, but also with that of your late respected Lieutenant

Governor, Sir Francis Bond Head, around whom you so glo-

riouily rallied in defence of your Queen and Country! After
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minting out the falsehood and wickedness of his Lordship^

statements and the ruinous consequences of his suggested plans,

the reviewers exclaim, " What is to be the result of all this ?

** Will not every legislature in British America, which is not

" tainted with Fapineau or Mackenzie disaffection, repudiate all

"concurrence in the Report of Lord Durham and petition

" against the possibility of any measure biiiU on so rotten a foun-

"dation? Will the 'NOBLE COLONY OF UPPER
" CANADA,—will the loyal province of New Brunswick,

—

" will the happy and prosperous people of Nova Scotia NOT
"raise their voices against this libellous Report"?

—

Our Le-

gislature HAS. to its immortal honor, so raised its voice f The

Quarterly Review concludes its observations with these omi-

nous words, which I entreat you to consioer well and never

forget ; " This trumpery Report, as with regard to its intrinsic

" value it is justly called, will become a text book of Disaf-

" FECTiON, in the distant recesses of our American Provinces

;

** with what does an incendiary set about kindling his 6re but

" the lightest and most worthless trash ? If the obscure and obiter

« evidence of such a person as Mr. Pleader Stephen was osten-

" tatiously arrayed in the front of Mr. Pedlar Mackenzie's re-

"belliou, only because he held a subordinate place in Downing
" Street, what will be the effect of the ' Report of His Excel-

**leney John George Earl of Durham, G. C. £. Her Majesty's

'* High Commissioner' printed and presented to Parliament

—

*' so runs or rather so LIES the title page—by Her Majesty's

" command ?—we can venture to answer that every uncontra-

" dieted assertion of the volume" ( / have done my best to con-

tradict some of them) " will »k made the excuse of futuae

" REBELLIONS and every unquestioned principle will be ukuk-

" afteb. vekvekteu INTO A cosFEL FOR lUEAsoN !!
!"—Such aru

the sentiments of some of the best and wisest men in existence,

i- ifl
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in which I, one of yourselves, vnurvly concur! 'I he cvrrectnetis

of those aentimcuts has been already proved and additional proofs

thereof are daily and hourly occurring ; the * recesses' of tivasou

which, heretofore, in imitation of those wliere invasion, lapine

and murder were and still are concocted in the United States,

were called ' Hunters clubs' have now adapted the more signifi-

cant and more treason-Stirling appellation of "DURHAM
CLUBS,"—meetings have been calltd to carry his Lordship's

execrable projects into effect, and blood ha^ already been shed by

sanguinary scoundrels under banners on wLich were embroi-

dered and blazoned the title of Her Majesty's late mischievous

LORD HIGH COMMISSIONER II! As you value the

future peace, welfare, and safety of yourselves, your wives and

families, as you glory in the ' nolle' character vibich vou have

acquired for yourselves and your country, I beseech you, be not

deluded and persuaded to aid in spreading the destroying pes-

tilence ! Neither be backward in your endeavors to arrest its

progress. If you hear any one praise or recommend Lord

Durham's projects or principles, be sure that he is either a hope-

less idiot or a designing traitor t Watch but trust him not

!

—
Had our last radical House of Assembly existed at the time of

the laie unnatural rebellion you would novo have been the abject

slaves of the most tyrannical Government, and compatriots of tlte

most godless, dishonat, profligate andferocious people that ever af-

flicted and disgraced a nation 1 ! ! If, through delusion or neglect,

you suffer such another radical House of Assembly to be elected

your wretchedfate will only have been delayed, and yourfuture

destiny wiUbe SLAVERY, DISHONOR ANP> IRRE-
VOCABLE RUIN!!!

I am, my beloved fellow subjects,

Your real friend and faithful advocate,

JuQc26tb, 1889. THE AUTHOR.

i
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INTRODUCTION
;H

To the Editor of the Cobourtj Star.

My Dear Sir,—Again is the brand of discontent and dis-

'union cast aonong us, and, already, the flames, assiduously

fanned by radical disturbers of our peace, arc spreading far

-and wide. Is this the promised reward of all the sacrifices

that have been made ? this the profTered solace for all the blood

that has been lost, by 'the true and loyal,' to rescue this de-

voted province from the fangs of domestic traitors and foreign

cut-throats^ Are we to be delivered over, bound, powerless

and unheard, to the tender mercies of our most inveterate ene-

mies ?

The wicked ministers of our deluded Q.ueen beheld the tri-

umph of loyalty and consequent re-cstablishment of peace and

confidence, as Satan regarded Paradise, with shame and envy.

They fak that our glorious example might extensively injure

the cause of whiggery and radicalism, and thereby endanger

their political existence : thus feeling, they resolved, at all

^hazards, to neutralize its effects. By extending nimost un-

limited mercy to convicted traitors niid pirates, they taught

many to believe that treason and piracy wero venial crimes,

and (which was their piiiicipal object) succeeded in dicgusting

-and disheartening a large proportion of our loyal population.

Honest and -ictive conservatism, even in thu remote province

of Upper Canada, was incompatible with their perniciouh prin-

ciples and safety, and, hoping to destroy it, ihcy confided our

destioies and our intert;stt> to u noblernuu who, with the exocp'

i
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tion of Lurd Brougham, and perhaps Lord Normanby, was,

of all others, the most calculated to resuscitate and foment

disloyalty and discord.

The " Refokt" that is the subject of the letters, addressed

to its titled but ignoble author, of which the first is hereunto

annexed, proves that, to promote their contemplated base pur-

poses, they could not have made a more appr.)priate selection.

In addressing his radical Lordship, I fear that the nausea and

indignation which his mischievous misrepresentations, auda-

cious falsehoods, dastardly imputations, and gross i;^norance

have excited, will impel me to use stronger and harsher lan-

guage than is strictly compatible with that deference which a

British noMeman should command ; but Lord Dvrham has

forfeited all claim to respectful distinction.

It may be justly observed that "suro medicina paratur," but

crime should be exposed and punished, although its fatal effects

are irremediable. Many errors and falsehoods will escape ex-

posure and castigation, because, although I am certain (hat

they are such, I have not, at hand, the necessary proofs, and

I scorn to follow the example of his Lordship by unscrupu-

lously vouching what I cannot prove. Neither will I, like

him, have recourse to the expressions " It is said," " I am in-

clined to believe," which vile subterfuges repeatedly occur in

almost every page of his evil-minded pamphlet. As I Iiavd

not the original publication, but an edition printed by a noto-

rious radical at Toron»o, the pages whence my quotations will

be taken need not he mentioned.

The atrocities noticed in the following letter are much less

mischievous and wicked than many others upon which it will

be my painful duty to animadvert hereafter.

I am, dear Sir, yours very truly,

PliILALETIIKS.



LETTER L

To THx Earl or Dukuam, &c. &c. &c.

** So bavinfc said^ie stooAwhil^exuecting
* An universal shout and li^flMpplause

To till his ear ; when, contrary, he hears,

On all sides, from innumerable tongues,

A dismal, universal hiss,—the sound

OJ public scorn."— Milton P. L.

My Lord,— Before me lies a farrago designated " j4 Report

on the Affairs of British North America" to which you have

|iad the temerity to affix your signature.

Although much better acquainted with the affairs of Lower

Chan your Lordship is with those of Upper Canada, / do not

feel sufficiently so to justify my offering any decided opinions

relative to that province, and shall, therefore, coaiir\e my ob-

servations to the latter.

I am neither wieak nor vain enough to believe that my re-

marks will be attended to, or read, by your Lordst^ip, even if

the paper in whicii they appear should reach your hands ; fur

they proceed not from a source whence only you and your com-

pilers have been accustomed to seek and solicit information.

—

They are intended to dispel, not to establish, error and false-

hood ; to allay, not to excite, party virulence and religious

animosity ; to encourage poace and loyalty, not to propagate

discontent and democratic ferocity. Such being their objects,

tiie^ will most certainly be eschewed by the noble and hauglity

radical to whom they are addressed, and by the profligate and

mendacious com|)ilers of the mitchievous report which has ob-

tained for him pre-eminent and lasting ignominy.

And yet, my Lord, it seems that ministers have basely per-

^
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niacied tnir youtliful and deluded Qiie«n to enprcss bvr appro

bation of this really infumous document, of which bhe, most

probably, has not read a single sentence. I^t not this ciruum-

stance ininirter io the grntifieatiun of your vanity ; for had it

been compiled by lielial and Moloch, and published as the work

of Satan, they would notghave. jjn^tatcd thus to prostitute

their sovereign's namey^ jg^Jided they could thereby have con-

•iliated the assistance of " Hell's wicked crew," to maintain

their withering power.

Your Lordship proclai'ined, when you accepted your late

high commission, that * i/ou wohM know no party,' : had you

flaid parties you would have spoken truly ; for you have be-

stowed vour whole confidence upon one. You selected for

your confidential advisers men known only for their profligacy

and untnitigated radicalism. During your very short sojourn

in this provitice, the loyal, the most mtelligent, and the truly

respectable, were, if not insulted, treated with cold and dis-

tant hauteur; while every one tinctured with radicalism, how-

ever hase and despicable, was received with distinguished fa-

vour, and consulted as a political oracle. Your chief scaven-

ger, Mr. Charles Buller, was incessantly employed in search-

ing the ceas-povls of discontent, disloyalty and sedition, for fil-

thy manure to promote the growth and bring to maturity the

pestilent crop of falsehoods which hu was about to propagate,

and in procuring seed from those who were most notorious for

raising thv noxious productions which he was anxious to cul-

tivate.

Thousands of loyal British subjects, who now curse the day

when you landed on this continent, deluded by your treacher-

ous professions ot impartiality and justice, hailed your arrival

with hope and joy. In the Lower Province, they had been

uo lonpr the victims of ignorance and imbecility, that even tb*
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efficiency and vigour was rnntter of uHfutgn'cJ

ity of the inhabitants of l;pper Cunadn

confiaed in your baseless promises, and nK resolved to give your

Lordsnip a fair and uninterrupted trial. Although those who
were inost distinguished for rank, worth, wisdom and devotioir

to their Queen and country, were treated comparatively with

supercilious neglect, none uttered a complaint ; and so com-

pletely had you infatuated numbers of the good and loyal, by

mysterious allusions to the vast national benefits with which,

as you fraudulently represented, your brain was pregnant .that

acting upon the principle of "omne ignotum pro magnifico ha-

hendum ett" and anxious to avail themselves of an opportunity

ro reprobate her Majesty's jlistly detested ministers, they ab-

solutely overwhelmed you with the laudatory addresses at»« va-

ledictory lamentations which you have unblushingly employed

to effect their misery and ruin. Not so, my Lord, the writer

of the letters of which this is the commencement : he had

known you from your wayward boyhood ; he foresaw and fovc-

told that all your promised blessings would prove inveterate

curses ; for he knew your heart was rotten at its core, and ra-

dically incorrigible. He and a few others, who knew, by ex-

perfence, the pcrfidy of all democrats, whether noble or ple-

beian, have escaped the disappointment, although they share

the disgust, which the publication of your Report has excited

in every honest, intelligent and loyal bosom. All the numer-

ous mis-statements, falsehoods and proposed ?eformations of

your xjordship and your minions, have evidently been bruited

to promote the following impious objects, via :—To elevate

and encourage democracy ; to disparage, disgust and dishear-

ten loyalty, and to degrade and overthrow the religion estab-

lished by the wisdom and virtue of our ancestors. If our fate

dopct>ded upon tbe support which you will derive from the in-

^iMit^^
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feltigent in this province, we should have IHtle eaune to dreatf

i'ven the partitil success of your destructive mactRh{i6i^s*j'Aut>

fl'las, there are fenr in tlte Imperial Parliament who are ac-

fi^uainted with the real state of thi« country, and many may

r«shly credit your assertions^ while her Majesty's ministers,

reckless of all interests but their own, will be too ready to bar-

ter their support of your ruinous projects for the votes- and in-'

fluence of your Lordship and your radical coadjutors Sho'uld

your united efforts succeed in inflicting upon us the threatened

miseries, our hetrayed sovereign will inevitably forfeit the af-

fection of our loyal population, and ultimately, the dominion

of all her North American Provinces. This, my Lord, i*

the prophecy of no inexperienced politician. I am much

your Lordship's senior, have been much longer and bette^

schooled in politics, and proudly feel myself your superior in

everything but vevenue and tittilar rank.

But it is time to commence my remarks upon the work whicb

ties before me. In the prosecution of this Augean task.altho'

your Lordship may, in reality, be merely the accoucheur of

IVIessrs. Buller & Co's. vile untruths, I shall consider you the

Author of their existence.

You commence by observing, somewhat inconsistently with

your subsequent statements, and not very intelligibly, that in

Upper Canada, " The quarrel 's one of an entirely English,

if not ^r»<?'sA population. " What quarrel 9 If your Lord-

ship allude to the late contentior>s (which you seem so anxiou'

to re-establish, and which have been already, in some degree,

resuscitated by the g,rovellTng policy of our home government)

between the virtuous and the wicked, the enlightened and the

deluded, the loyal and the traitorous, in short, between the

monarchists and the republicans, the assertion is false ; for a

very large proportion of the latter are foreigners

—

venomouf
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democrats from the United States-^thc number of which you

soem desirous to increase for future purposes ofcorruption and

demoralization ; for you subsequently say, that the policy of

the law \/hich now protects us from their further contagion,

"may loell be doubted." Yoa mis-state that the parties above

designated have, each of them, "some objects in common,"

that " they diiFer on one point and agree on another ;" wheie-

as on no one essential point do they agree ; they differ, " toto

eoelo," upon all. There is no " difRcuIty in obtaining accurate

information" relative to this province, unless it be .sought only

in those fallacious quarters to which you and your subordinates

confined your investigations : bad you not done so, perhaps

you might not have exposed youi ignorance, by remarking

that the inhabitants of Upper Canada "have no unity of inter-

est or opinion." Notwithstanding the immense space over

which they are scattered, their unity of opinion and interest

is as strongly manifested as by the population of any county

in Great Britain ! This fact is not more astonishing than true.

There exist, strictly speaking, but two parties, the quiet and

contented, and the clamorous and dissatisfied. The latter

form but a small fraction of the whole ; but their incessant

bellowings and crocodile groans have deceived other willing

dupes, as well as your credulous Lordship.

The " intelligent Englishmen" mentioned in your Report,

who " found it difficult to acquire correct information in one

district respecting the agricultural or commercial character of

another," probably limited their inquiries to yankee settlers.

Our experienced naval commanders could tell your Lordship

that Americans are rather apt to make " gross attempts to de-

ceive. " In point of fact, in so new a country, the agricultu-

ral and commercial characters of all its districts must be very

similar. But, my Lord, how does your declaration that a

B
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iixa.i\gi,<it ifhn data not visit the whole of what you i more- malht.-

matioally than intelligibly, donoininntc the ** locnl rentresf" of

the provinee, " is necessarily ignorant of mnttors, « true hrtow-

kdyt of which is EssnHTiAi, to the accurate, comprehension of tin

raai position of parties, ami of the political prospects of the coun-

try, comport with your Lordship's positive statements and dog-

matical remedial projects 9 As you were only a very few day*

in the Upper Province, and spent great part of that brief pe-

riod in feasting and astonishing the sympathising hucksters of

Buffalo, and as you chiefly travelled by water, allow me to

ask, with becoming deference, whtther your Lordship acquired

this essential true knowledge by imtuitiok or by steam ?

Here let mo pause to meditate upon the Herculean task T

have undertaken.— I have only laboured through half a page,

and lo, how many errors and falsehoods have already impeded

ray progress i

" Ante oculos tristes, hei mihi, plura jacent.

"

(" Thus bad begins, but worse remains behind.")

I must, my Lord, abandon my original intention of noticing

and repudiating all the untruths and absurdities of your Re-
port,—the task would be too fatiguing ; I shall therefore select

the most prominent and misobievous ;—the exposure even of

these will require a series of more epistles than I can conve-

niently indite.

Your Lordship says " The struggle (that is, I presume,

" the entirely English quarreT' aforesaid) avowedly and distinctly

rested on the demand for responsibility in the Executive Go-

vernment." Did it require the 553 closely printed pages of

McKeniie's book of Grievances to explain this single and only

nlleged cause of contention ? But admitting the fact, merely

for the sake of argument, permit me to enquire whether this

*' avowed and distinct' object was demanded a* an end or as a



11

1

meatu'i Your Lordnhip has, unintentionally, perbups, but

very sAtisfactorily, answered thiH question in tbe succeeding

page, wherein you justly observe that " the lleforiners(thatisi

the prospective traitors) well knew that if once they obtained

possession of the Executive Council Sf the higher offices of the pro-

vinee, the Legislative Council would soon be unable to o^/er any

effectual resistance to their meditated reforms t" (such as " assi-

milating the institutions of the province rather to those of the

United States than to those of the Mother Country ;" separa-

tion from Great Britain, and the overthrow of our glorious

constitution. ) How could you, my Lord, advocate a mea-

sure thus ' confessedly' calculated to ' nuUify' that " check on the

popular branch of the Legislature" which you subsequently de-

clare " you consider necessary ?" But more of this anon.

1 now approach a subject, your remarks upon which evince

not only profound ignorance, unpardonable injustice and utter

disregard of truth, but, when it is recollected that your Lord'

ship is a son'in-lato of Earl Grey, that which may be most

justly termed shameless effrontery f I allude to your observa-

tions on the, so-called, " Family Compact." Who could have

supposed that a relation of Lord Grey's would aver have the

audacity to impugn the injiuence of family connections! Why,

my Lord, to such influence do you owe your present exalted

rank ; and so extensive and all-grasping was it, " till lately,"

in England, that scarcely {facts may be venially illustrated by

hyperbole) a grey goose or a grey torn cat could escape from

patronage and place. To shield yourself and your connections

from such obvious animadversions was, probably, your motive

for representing the appellation as a misnomar ; but it matter*

not whethei-«uch representation were the result of shame oi

ignorance). You state that Upper Canada " has long been go-

•'STUcd by a party oommouly dcsigaated through the Froviuco

\m
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as the " I .iiiiily compact," -a nairie not much more appropri-

ate than party dcsignatiuns usually are, inasmuch as th'jnisin

truth very little ofsuch connection thus united. Had your Lord-

ship been correctly informed, or, being so, had you possessed

the moral courage and honesty to state the truth, you would

not have thus incurred the charge and conviction of consum-

mate ignornncp. The sobriquet of ' Family compact* is com-

paratiTeiy of recent date, and was established by a list of per-

sons holding office, to whose names and places was invidiously

attached a description of their family connection with each

other, by blood or marriage. This list was published sincemy
residence in the Province,—a period which, though it embraces

at least half as many years as your Lordship's sojourn therein

numbered days, is not, to adopt a yankec expression, "very

lengthy." The god-fuihor was, 1 believe, a gentleman who
was greatly disappointed and displeased because his claim to

the office of Sheriff was not preferred to that of an equally

meritorious candidate.

Through the greater part of youv report you are constantly

and maliciously harping upon this party ; in fact, it is your pa-

ramount bugbear
; your most highly esteemed bait for catotiinK

all place-seeking gvdgjeons. Unlike your Lordship, I am un-

willing to stake my credit upon evidence which is in part nega-

tive and hearsay ; but I verily believe all that I have stated, re-

lative to the, so called, 'famib- compact,* to be correct. But,

my Lord, how is it that you have not dared to bring forward

any specitic charge of corruption oi' misfeasance against this,

as you represCnl , all-engrossing and highly obnoxious party ?

Your ulijc'Ci ii, uviuuntl) to damn by implication, and to insinu-

ate- tiiat which, norwitlistunding' y(/ur usual rtdklessnc&s of

truth, yoii 'laio not attoiiipt to prove. Kas it never occurred

ii> yuui Lordship that, in tltj sparso population of a wv.y.'
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country, the number of highlj' respectable, intelligent and ta-

lented individuaU, in short, of the arittocracy, must nveessB-

rily be few, and thut, according to the maxim ' similia simiii

gaudet,' it follows as u natural consequence, that nearly the

whole should, in time, become 'connected,' either through

matiimonial alliances or otherwise ? Thank God weiiave not

yet arrived at ' an age of reason,^ when, as in the bloody days

of the French Revolution, rank, talent, virtue and modesty

might be compelled, if not disposed, to intermarry and asso-

ciate with vileness, ignorance, iGfamy and obscenity I Under

the fostering protection of your Lordship and your party, a rr-

aewal of such glorious timet might perhaps be confidently air

ticipated. Is it very extraordinary or very deplorable that

" successive Governors" should, unlike your Lordship, have se-

lected their advisers and their objects of patronage from the

few who were most distinguished for rank, honour, integrity

and intelligence, for of such does the " official party" whom
you would jtigmatize consist. Are " successive Governors"

VERY culpable for manifesting such a preference? But then,

your Lordship most lachrymosely observes, the members of

this *' official party," this " family compact," are—** lamenta-

bile dictu"—Tories I " Hinc ilia: lachrymoi ;" bad they been

rabid radicals, or false-hearted traitors, like Rolph, "thegen-

tleman" whose fortunate expulsion from the Executive Coun-

cil you, apparently, most deeply deplore, "successive Gover-

nors" would probably have escaped your Lordship's discrimi-

nating denunciations, even though " the Bench, the Magis-

tracy, the high offices of the Episcopal Church (perhaps you

may wish these 'high offices' conferred upon ra<itc(i/iie«j>(«/i^£r«)

and a great part of tho legal profession," actually had been

" filled by the adherents of that party !"

My Lord, I am neither a member, nor tho apologist, of
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what is dasignaled ' the Family Compaet,' although 1 am ac-

quainted with, and most highly esteem, many of its truly il-

hiatriouB memhers ; who are, 1 trust, far beyond the reach ot

your Lordship's petty party malice ; neither am I " a native

Canadian ;" and yet, contrary to my desire and my conveni-

ence, lam * a magistrate,' and 'fill offices* of honor and confi-

dence in this province, to which I have been repeatedly and

unanimously elected, wholly without that influence of *.he ' offi-

cial party' which you falsely allege to be omnipotent. I am,

moreover, what your Lordship certainly i$ not, namely, a real

friend of Upper Canada, and

PHILALETHES; IcAnglice, A LovitaoF Tauxii.

April 90, 1839.
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Tu THE EaHL or DUUHAM, &e. &0. &c.

" Seditiono potens : ycnus huic materna auperhum
Nohilitas dahat ; incertum do patre ferebat

;

Surgit, et liisonerat dictis atque aggerat iras."— Viiiait.

TRUE TRAKSLATIOM.

" Strong in sedition : overwhelm'd with pride,

Noble, though only on the mother's tide^

Reckless of truth, he wickedly essays

Again to kindle discord's direful blaze."

Mt Lord,—Although, as I have before stated, I am not

the apologist of those whom you have designated ' the ofBcial

party,' I revert to a subject upon which you have bestowed so

much malignant attention and unmerited vituperation, because

/ miatnut your tnotive$ : indeed, I am not only " in$Uned to

believe," but confident, that you wish to destroy the salutary

influenee of rank, wealth, integrity, wisdom, loyalty and pure

religion, and thereby serve and gratify the rabid and restless

faction of whieh your Lordship is, at once, the leader and the

dupe.

After maliciously and falsely imputing to the objects of your

virulent antipathy all that is sordid, selfish, tyrannical, and

politically criminal, you exhibit 'the cloven foot' of your con-

temptible slander, by invidiously observing that they are To-

ries, and, which ^/ou evidently consider equally stn/uZ, * belong

to the Church of England P Such I trust they are, and such,

for the honor and interest of this province, may a majority of

the roost illustrious and influential of its inhabitants long con-

tinue * But, mark me, my Lord : I am no bigot, nor would

i
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{ t'xciu'k" frrnTi public office or private f'rieiidsliip conscienti<?u.«

proft.'ssarfi of any pt-nrcful and rational religion, whose worth,

wiH(Jom nnd rospectabilit entitle them to confidence and es-

teem ; but I would caution these sects, and particularly tiiu

resftoctahle members of the Scotch Kirk not to be deluded by

the idea that your Lordship is either their real friend or their

disinterested adTOcatc. Religious and political discord reci-

procally support each other ; this you and your faction well

know, and you are, theiefore, alike anxious to promote both.

My liord, even in a Romance—and your report is nothing

butter— some degree of consistency should be preserved;

—

truth and probability tohould not be too obviously outraged.

—

If yea wished to excite only the temporary interest of intelli-

gent renders, you should not have intimated, in the same page

and in nearly adjoining sentences, that, for a long period, the

tories, or * officiat party,' had not been abk to maintain a majo-

riti/ in any two Consecutive Parliaments ; and that they could

alwtti/a "command" nuch a majority ; neither should you have

represented, in one place, that the Executive Council and go-

vernment were omnipotent, and declared, in another, that ' they

poxffisx no real p<^wer,' and that "cdl substantial power is enjoyed

hy the leaders of the Lei/islature," who, according to your own

stntemcnt, have been alternately Reformers ard ' Tories,'—
(' Conservatives' is an apellation too deilned and too inteUigibh

to suit your purposes)—in five 'nlternating' Houses of Assem-

bly. I could point out many eimilar incongruities
; but it

would bo unreasonable to expect consistency in an author, who
evinces, in every page, an utter contempt of truth f

Who, that is saturated with radicalism, will not join your

Lordship in lamenting that the ' Reformers' have as yet been

tinnblo to ofTect their oljects, and in labo'ing to mdHfy the Le-

gislative Council and rcndor it incapable of offering "any tf-

1
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feciutd resisianee to thetr meditated reforms ///" What these

really are, I know much better than your I<ordship, but let

tis see honr far your statements aru veriBed by the conduct of

the last • reforming^ House of Assembly. You aPege that eco-

nomy (what incalculable mischief and mis?ry has the perver-

sion of this, and of the words 'liberli/,' ' liberaliti/' and 'patri-

otism* produced) was the especial object of the Reformers. Now,

if such were really the case, how came they, when In power,

to vote a larger expenditure of the public money than any two

conservative majorities had ever attempted to levy on the peo-

ple ? So reckless were they of all economy, that they have

been accused, in the public papers, of the intention to pro-

mote their contemplated treasons by establishing a system of

extravagance calculated to render the people discontented with

the existing government. At any rate, 'jobbing and profusion*

were never before so shamelessly and so extensively practised :

in imitation of her Majesty's whig-radical ministers at home,

while professing economy, they were incessantly striving to cre-

ate useless and ruinous commissionerships, and other lucrative

offices, wherewith to gorge the sordid and avaricious appetites

of their leciders and adherents, and, had it not been for the

honest exertions of the ' official party,' they would have suc-

ceeded in thus plunrlering the public ! All this your Lordship,

maugre your political blindness, must have discovered, if yru

had taken the trouble to examine th? journals of the Legisla-

tive Council and House of Assembly, instead of seditious

newspapers, books of fictitious grievances, and similar repo-

sitories of filth and falsehood I Had you condescended to

read the report of a Committee of the Legislative Council,

dated the 18th April, 181)8, and the address to your late gra-

cious sovereign, which was founded thereon, you would not,

aDiesa absolutely deaf to the voice of truth, ;nd inieosible to
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tiBine, have dared to nccuse that highly intelligent, hortorabfi^'

arid truly independent body of being completely under t^ifl^

oontrol of ' the official party/ You would have perceived that

but for their wisdom and firmness, the most profligate, de-

•tructive and unjust laws that ever were conceived, even by ra-

dical folly and rabidness, would have been indicted open the*

people of Upper Canada f

How admirahly would the afTairs of this libelled Province

be conducted if your Lordsliip's wild and visionary projects

should, in defiance of common sense, be adopted t How beau*

tiful would be the consistency and harmony of public mea"

sures, if the government were as frequently alternating as, ac-

cording to your representation, are the majorities of the house

of Ass«ml>ly \ What a precious Executive Council would

have ' enjoyed the confidence' of the last radical House ! Hov
gloriously would treason have flourished under the high au$-*

pices of Rolph, Mackenzie, Duncombe, Gibson and Morri-'

son I How enviarble would have been the situation of a Lieut.

Governor blessed with such respectable, honest and enlightened

advisers!

Is your Lordship so profoundly ignorant of the malignant

propensities of the radicals in tiiis province, as not to know

that the first use which that despicable and relentless party

—

(such, with very few eicepticns, its members really are) would

make of uncontrolled power, would be to persecute their more
t^irtuous predecessors, and to repudiate and cancel every wise-

and beneficial measure which had been established by the con-

servatives? I defy your Lordship to point out n single in-

stance of the Legis''>'ive Council's having refused to pass any

bill sent up to it, in due time, by a radical House of Assem-

bly, vihieh wai notfraught with mischief or injustice.

Mt Lord, it it just—is it honorable—is it statesman-like

—
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%o eonderan existing institutions, and recommend vital alt<BrB>

tions therein, without adducing some definite, specific and tan-

gible evidence of their inefficiency or injurious tendency ? Is

it not, on the contrary, highly criminal and disgraceful in a

Lord High Commissioner of our Sovereign, sent out for the

express purpose of rein«dying abuses, to base his defamatory

^recusations, his arguments and his perilous experimental sug-

gestioi.s upon vague surmises, indefinite imputations and pre.

conceived antipathies, wholly unsupported by any credible tes-

^imsny ?

It will gratify your Lordship to learn, that your principal

object has already been in some degree attained. Many radi-

cals who had succumbed to public opinion, and, to shun ge>

neral execration, had actually, during the last fifteen months,

conducted themselves with so much assumed decorum andpio-

priety, that they might possibly, ere long, have been admitted

into decent, if not highly respectable, society, are again be-

coming insolently rampant, and industriously disseminating

your pernicious poisons, to bhir*: and destroy the peace, happi-

ness and prosperity of the dupable and unreflecting. It may

not, however, be quite so gratifying to learn, that your ir*^'

mous romance has excited the universal indignation and abhor-

rence of the wise and good, which feelings will be streng-

thened and perpetuated by the exposition, in my future let-

ters, of baseness and falsehood " greater than any I have yet

* exposed."*

I am compelled, by other avocations, here to break off.—

This epistle is not very ' lengthy,' but " / am inclined to think^

that it contains more than your Lordship's radical and traitor^

ous admirers can conveniently digest. I alike defy the itten-

dacious emulator and confidential friend of Mackenzie, the

saintly seditioniit, the Kingston apostate, and the more honart
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and respectable Presbyterian dupe, to controvert a single sen.

tence that I have written. Their enmity I dread not, their

abuse I despise, but

" Qui me cominorit, melius non tangere clamo

;

Flebit."

I am, my Lord, both in sorrow

And just anger,

Your Lordship's obedient servant,

JPHILALETHJiS.

May 8th, 1839.

m
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To THE Ea&L of DaKHAM, &C. &C. &C.

" Hence with your spurious claims ! Rejudge your caute*
And fling the rabble back their vile applause :

To your own breast, in quest of worth, repair,

And blush to find how poor a stock is there 1"

Translation of Persius, Sat. 4.

Mr Lord,—So manifold and so enormous are your mis-

atatements and unfounded falsehoods, and so frequent the ma-

nifestations of your profound ignorance and self-sufficiencVf

that it is difficult to select the fittest subjects for animadvcr-

«ion and reprobation. To include the whole, (and all are wor-

thy of condemnation) would require a volume larger than

Mackenzie's huge book of fictitious grievances, which was, if

I mistake not, printed at the public expense, by order of th«

economizing Reformers ! My perplexity resembles that of the

Irish sportsman who, being asked why he did not fire at an

immense flock of wild-fowl, at which he had been levelling his

gun for a considerable time, replied, ." By the powers I I was

complately bothered ; for no sooner had I got an iUegant aim

at one of the big villains, than half a dozen of his blackguard

companions thrust their ugly carcasses between him and the

muzzle of me gun." But your Lordship's gregarious oSencet

shall not thus escape without a shot.

You state that the Reformers of Upper Canada

" Concentrated their powers for the purpose of obtaining
" the responsibility of the Executive Council, and paid littk

" attention to the composition of the Legislative Council."

The incorreetness of this ststetkient is evinced by their ad-

dress to the Ute King, which, in strict conformity with liberal
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principles, was propose'!, ruad three times, nnd passed, omtke

4a$t day, but one, of tlie session of the radical House, in 1835;

so that it was iiTipoxsihlc tar the accused party to refute its vile

lalsehoods before it reached its destination. In this address,

"" the comfjosition of the Legislative Council" was the primary

tmd principal subject of complaint, and the responbibility of

the Executive was merely introduced incidentally, as being,

<o use its own language, "connected with that subject." I will

now proceed to notice your assertion that

" The views of the great body of the reformers appear to be
*' limited, according to their favourite expressions, to the mtk-
" ing the Colonial Constitution an * exact transcript' of that of
" Great Britain,"— (which, by tlie bye, is unwritten )

Although such an absurdity is not incompatible with radi-

cal sagacity, I never heard these ' favourite expressions,' nor

was I aware that their views were thus limited; on the con-

trary, I believed, and still believe, that they loathed and es-

chewed all ' British transcripts' ; but your Lordship is better

acquainted than myself with the lore of radicalism. You ad-

roit that "many of the party wished to assimilate the institu-

** tions of the Frovincti rather to those of the United States

" than to those of the mother country ;" but having admitted

thus much, in conformity with your own vietos, and in defiano*

of truth, you pretend to explain why otheis, who were not

of American origin, became infected with similar desires*

and subsequently, to apologize for the former by, ignorantly

or maliguantly, stating that

" There is great reason to believe that the uncertainty of th«
" titles which many Americans possess to the land on which
" they have squatted, is the main cause of the disloyalty or ra-
" ther (for it was, on reflection, too much to accuse those wor-
" thy objects of your affection and eoramiscration of absoluta

"disloyaUy) the luke-warm loyalty of that population, in th«
" Western District.

"
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Why confine your remark to the Western District, when if

#as equally applicable to the whole Province ? But, most

just and sapient Lord, permit me to inform you that their

'disloyalty, or, rather, lukewarm loyalty,^ admits of no such

apology ; becausci more than eleven years ago, a statute was

passed (9 Geo. 4th, c. 21) to remove all doubts respecting, and

to confirm, their titles\ All that this law required of them was,

to take an oath of allegiance ; which did not include an abju-

ration of the American Government, although, in the United

States, no alien can be naturalized, be he Turk, Russian, or

native of any foreign country, without abjuring all allegiance

not only to his original Sovereign, but particularly to " the

King of Great Britain;" and by statute 1 W. 4, ch. 8, the

provisions of the said act were further extended. How came

these statutes to escape the notice of your Lordship ? You
would apparently have us believe, that you had actually looked

into the statute book of Upper Canada, for you remark that

it "abounds with useful and well-constructed measures of re-

form." I wish your Lordship had condescended to tell us how

many of these ' well-constructed measures' originated in radi-

cal Houses of Assembly. It would have cost you more trou-

ble to discover than time to record their number. You evidently

lament that a further supply of democratic and factious Ame-

rican immigrants is by law prohibited, because, as you allege,

" they are eminently 6tted to develope the natural advantages

of our soil and position /" But I can assure your Lordship that

this is another gross mistake. American settlers are, gene-

rally, not only the worst subjects, but, in every respect, th»

very worst farmers in the province. How they could develope

our 'position,* is beyond my comprehension, unlessyour Lord-

ship alludes to their recent sympathetic experiments. It is much

b«U»r that the naturalieation of Americans should, as at prc'
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ient, d'epend upon special acts of the Legislature ; for thus a

proper selection may he made'. Some few of her Majesty's

best and most faithful subjects in Upper Canada are native

Americans, and, "let me prophecy," the time is not far dis>

fant when the most respectable and virtuous of our republican

neighbors will be anxious to seek here a refuge from the de-

mocratic furor and tyranny which are becoming all rampant

and paramount in their own devoted country, unless youf

Lordship's pro/fjee* should succeed " in assimilating the institu-

tions of this province rather to those of the United States than

fo those of Great Britain," and in rendering if, as they cer-'

tainly will, if your mischievous projects should be * carried

out,' a perfect Pandemonium.

So numerous are your mis-statements, which require refu-

tation, that, for the sake of brevity, I will only notice the

" minora scelera" which occur in the next page or two, by sim-

ply quoting them and annexing comments ; hut in conformity

iliriththat principle of evidence which repudiates the whole tes-

timony of those who have been proved unworthy of credit in

particular instances, as you have been, I s!)all claim, until such

is also my case, the right to be believed in preference to your

Lordship. You say,

" It too often happened that the members of the House of
" Assembly came to the meeting of the Legislatnre ignoranf

"of the real character of the interests entrusted to their guar-
" dianship,"

This may be true as respects the Reformers ; a majority of

tvhom are consummately ignorant upon all sul jects ; but I de-

ny the assertion, so far as it relates to the great body of the

conservatives, who are much better informed relative to those

interests than your Lordship. That they were " intent oniy

*' on promoting sectional objects" : tiiU {"i whollyfahe ; for the

chief object which the Rvtohsikrs were anxious to promol*
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was their mim interest, and, as the jonrnals of toe House ano

statute book will prove, the Conservatives have always evinced

s disposition to promote the petieral interests of the Province.

" The carelessness and profusion which marked the execu-

"tionof these works, (i.e. certain public works not specified)

"the manafi^ement of which, it was complained, l^by whom ?j
"was entrusted chiefly to members of the ruii.ig party,
** were also assumed fby whom?J to be the result of a delilte-

" rate purpose, and to be permitted, if not encouraged, fby
*' whom 9J in order that a few individuals might be enriched at
" the expense of the community."

Relative to this indefinite and intangible imputation, I

shall only observe that I never heard of any such complaints,

or of any such asmmption. If by the words ' ruling party*

you intend to designate the most respectable inhabitants of the

Province, it is probably true that the execution of the works

alluded to was entrusted to members thereof; for it would

have been diflRcult to find, among the Reformers, men either

eapable of undertaking their management, or worthy to be

trusted with the requisite Funds. Certain useless public work.i

were, if I mistake not^ proposed by the last reforming House

of Assembly, the management of which was, by a bill which

it passed, specially entrusted to violent reformers and, since

proved, traitors ; but we were saved from such an infliction by

the honesty of other branches of the I^egislature. Speaking

of the non-desctipt works, you observe that the governing party

" has been made responsible for a failure in the accomplishment

*' of their objects T" Pray, my Lord, how was a party, which

you have repeatedly declared to be whoUy irresponsible, made

responsible in this particular instance ? After a few sentences

of sheer nonsense, you proceed to say,

—

" The official and reforming parties which I have described
" (most falsely, you might have added), were both compnsedt

m
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" for the most part, and were almost entirely led l»y native bom
" Canadians, American settlers, or imigrants of « very aw-

*' cient date.'

Thii statement, notwithstnndiiig the elfgance. of its style, is

untrue : its falsehood is too obvious to require specific contra*

diction ; but I cannot refrain from asking if the traitors Mac-

kenzie and G'bson were not ZeoJers of the reforming party,

and if they vere either * native bom Canadians,* American set-

tlers, or emigrants of a very ancient date 9 What you call tne

' official party' embraces, as I have before observed, an im-

mense majority of the truly respectable, honorable and intelli-

gent inhabitants of the Province; indeed, I might say, in the

language of your Lordship, almost entirety the whole. If I am

wrong, please to name the exceptions.

Thus far you have only attempted to describe (how truly I

have already shewn) the materials and the objects of two par-

ties, vis., the self-named Reformers, and those whom you have

designated by as many aliases as ever special pleader deemed

it prudent to insert in an indictment, but which I shall deno-

minate Conservatives. I marvel not that your Lordship has

failed in your endeavors to explain the objects of the former,

although you have enumerated as many primary, chief and

cnfy ones as ever felon was reported to have made last dying

Speeches; for they are as multifarious, changeful and destrar-

tive« as the winds that agitate "the wild and wasteful ocean."

With respect to the real intentions of their opponents, your

ignorance may, in some degree, be excused, upon the princi-

ple that " None are so blind as those that will not see."

The consideration of your remarks relative to the third pttty

which your creative pen has attempted to portray, must be

postponed until my next letter. I sincerely wish that I had



27

nut subject* of far more serious and criminal import to expose

Cbereio—but Fiat juntitia.

1 am, my Loid,

With all pouible respect,

Yuur Lordship's obedient Servant,

PHILALETHES.
May lltb, 1839. '

*
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To THE Earl or Oitrham, &c. &c. &c.

" Jf truth suit not his purpose, he'll try

Its more efTeotive opposite—^e ;

And thus the senseless multitude deceive,

Who what they koow the leait of, inost believe."

Anon*

Mr Lord,— Astonished at your ignorance, disgusted witb

your self-sufficiency and unrestricted mendacity, shocked by

your total ahandonment of just and honest principles, and in-

dignant at your unhallowed endeavors to cover the government,

the magistracy, and the most worthy inhabitants of Upper

Canada, with contempt and obluQuy I reluctantly resume

my nauseating task.

Since I last addressed your Lordithip, I have read the lucid

Re|)ort of the Select Committee of the House of Assembly

appointed to report on the state of the Province, dated the

30th of April last ; in which your mischievous falsehoods are

so satisfactf rily refuted, and your ignorance and enormities so

abh *' iJiewn up," that, had it reached me ere this series of

letters was commenced, 1 should have deemed my interfer-

ence in those matters superfluous and unnecesr>ary. And yet,

my Lord, your oflTences are of such a naturij that loyalty,

true patriotism, and virtue, must feel disposed

" To place in every honest hand a whip.

To lash the 'cv/priV naked through th^e world."

I have sul)8iituted, in this quotation, the word * culprit' for

the tnore opprobrious bisyllable of the original. The latter

would have been the more correct designation, if applkd to

the real auUtor of your adopted romance.



In describing tliuNu wtK>m you term "• new okats of per-

M>ns,'* oontisting of British immigrants, who arrived during,

and soon after, the year 1826, you observe that a large num-

ber of the higher class of these, and particularly the half pay

officers, in conformity with their " ancient predilections, natu-

"rally arrayed themselve&on the side of the official party, con-

" tending with the (seditious and traitorous mi*-) representa-

" tives of the people ;" and that " the mass of the humbler"

iignorant, you should have said) "order of immigrants, ac-

" customed, in the mother country," (through the delusion of

mischievous demagogues) " to complain of the corruption and

" the profusion of the government, and to seek reform of

"abuses by increasing the popular itiflut;nce in the representa^

" tive body," (or, in other words, to seek a cure for alleged

.corruption by increasing the number of the corruptible,) "ar-

" rayed themselves oti tiie side of those who" ffuit-J " reprfr-

"sented the people." All this is perfectly natural. The in-

telligent and respectable are generally Conaervit.ives, and the

ignorant and dupable too frequently Destructive*. I defy your

Lordship to point out any a>ra, or any country, in which the

common people have not been, as I observed in a former com-

munication, published in the Cobourg Star, before I had the

painf^J| bpQPMi^ <>f addressing you,

'* S^ditiums amans et rebus amica novandis."
" Fond of seditiQn and perpetual change."

You intuitively remark that

" There was still a great difference of opinion between each
*' of the two Canadian parties and that tectum of the British

" which acted with it : each of the Canadian parties, while it

"differed with the other about the tenure ofpolitical powers"

<how beautifully perspicuous) "in the colony, desired almost

"the s^e degree of practical independence of the methei
" country !"
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This, my Lord, so far as it re&psctsi one of the parties, is,

permit me to sav, an eno'' ous

—

fakahoidl Or, as we now

designate a tremendouii —e in Upper Canada, a BulLr !

—

youi radical Secretary having &ur{ issed the renowned Barcn

Munchausen in the art of fcUification ! You have thus, doubt-

less to your own satisfaction, described three discontented par-

ties ; indeed, ^rom your misrepresentations, it would appear

that almost universal discontent £ rvades this province, and

that Al the discontented, that is, " almost entirely the whole,"

of our population, '* looVed with considerable confidence to the

result of your mission" ! ! ! Having thus, to gratify your va-

nity, indirect ly accused us of sheer idiotism, you presumptu-

ously and most mendaciously insinuate that although we are

*' now tranquil, and you * believe* \oya) ; determined to abide

" the decision of the home government, and defend our pio-

" perty and our country against rebellion and invasion," our

loyal and patriotic feelings will cease to exist if your absurd,

but most villainous projects should not be adopted ! !l Has

your Lordship any s£use of shauie? If you have, prepare io

hide your dishonoured head in the darkest recesses of your

Durham coal mines. Have you ever known what it is to blush

at your own folly, egregious vanity and despicable falsehoods?

If not, your murky countenance must, for the first time, like

a Lambton coal, change its dingy hue to fiery red ; for even a

f ce of brass would blush at the severe rebuVe and merited ig-

romy which you' folly, vanity and falsehoods have receiitly

experienced i Permit me to explain :—A tool and saiuiator

of the traitor Mackenzie, who boasts of having furnished ma-

^^irials for the fabrication of your romance, recently prii.ted and

published a niutilatwd copy thcrcr>f, from which the very few

pages of the original wher<!in !sbellioii wbh partially reprobated,

were carefully excluded. This niischievuus publication, h«
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Mffd'IiU brother radicals were industriously and gratuitously

distributing through the Province, with the view of corrupt-

ting the ignorant and unwary : when, lo ! the pernicious com-

pound was brous;ht under the cognizance of the Grand Jury

sumnr.oned to attend at the Assizes for the District of Newcas-

tle ! And how, my Lord, did tnese gentlemen, chosen from

the most distinguished inhabiiants of a District exceeded but

by two others of the Province in the number of its inhabi-

tants, and by none in point of respectability and intelligence,

evince their confidence in the result of your mission ? How
did they manifest their anxiety to have your projects and de-

vices carried into effect? I will tell you:—They unanimously,

and upon their oaths, presented, that that part of your roman-

tic report which relates to Upper Canada, is a false and mis-

chievous publication, calculated to resuscitate and foment that

discord and factious discontent which had produced such de-

plorable and disastrous consequences, and, generally, to en-

danger tho peace, happiness and prosperity of this Province !

As a copy of this Presentment is published in the Cohourg

Star of the 22nd instant, and will, doubtless, be copied into

other papers, it is unnecessary to quote ail its specific allega*

tions. A list of the Grand Jurors is also published in the same

newspaper, and it may gratify your Lordship to learn, that

they were impartially chosen from various and distant parts of

the district; that a more honourable, intelligent and respec-

table Grand Jury was never assembled in Upper Canada ; that

they consisted of "native born" Canadians, English, Scotch

and Ir'sh inhabitants, of members of the Church of Eng-

land, Presbyterians and Roman Catholics ; and that not one

of them was, in the slightest degree, connected with those

whom you have designated " the official party," " the govern-

ing party," and " the family compact." 1 will venture to mj.

ifr
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that all the Grand Junes in the Provirtce would have expres-

sed similar sentiments, had the same snbjeotbeen brought un-

der their notice! Hie thee to thy coal-mines ! but, alas, deep

and extett«ive as they are, they cannot conceal thine igno-

miny!

Having insolently and most unjustifiably, though name-

lessly, imputed to Sir Peregrine Maitland, Sir John Col-

borne, Sir Francis Head and Sir George Arthur, (every one

of whom is infinitely your superior in integrity, honour, and

all tliat constitutes an able statesman) a weak, di^raceful and

dastardly submission to a party, whom you have infamously

but vainly attempted to dishonor, you, unfortunately forjwwr

ou/n reputation, select Sir Francis for your espeetal victim.—
You not only misrepresent his acts, but actually presume \o

dtser^e
" Quod latet areata non enarrabile fibia,"

Persius.
" Th' unspoken secrets hidden in his breast."

Anon.

Your remarks relative to the last election, and to the im-

pressions and feelings of the electors, evince similar presump-

tion, and are most vehemently mendacious. I am an elector,

and voted for successful conservative candidates ; and I have

conversed wfth scores of individuals who did the same ; I

therefore feel warranted in telling your Lordsi. p, that your

statements on this subject are absolute

—

Butters]

Your ignorant observations with respect to Mr. Hepburn's

case are laughably incorrec*, and ridiculously absurd ; but

they have been so admirably exposed in tne report of the com-

mittee of the House of Assembly, before alluded to, that I

•hall spare you on the subject.

You state that " it cannot be doubted that the eventt of the

"pagf pear have greatly increased the difficulty of settling the
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"disorders of Upper Canada." Here, 'mimbile dictu,' you

have blundered upon the truth ! The events of t he past year

have inr eased that difficulty ! But not those eLienla to which

you evidently refer ! Your Lordship"^ iuhuinan and impolitic

amnesty; your indecent and unwarranted interference with

the adoiinislration of public justice in Upper Canada; the

protection and favour extended to rebels, traitors, murderers

and pirates ; your patronage and encouragement of profligate,

factious and treason-hatching radicals ! these are " the events of

the past year" which have increased our difficulties,

'* Blasted our rip'ning hopes of fair prosperity,"

and caused " discontent, approaching, if not amounting, to dis-

'' affection, to gain ground !" Your pestilent proteges, encou-

raged by your vicious misrepresentations and falsehoods, arc

congregating and

" At their dirty work again."

—

Pope.

You, my Lord, and the selBsh, grovelling, party-serving

policy of her Mbjjsty's weak and wicked ministers, have in-

flicted more injury on this insulted, but still loyal Province,

thten all your enormous wealth could remedy I

" iTttu've torn the bandage from our healing wounds,"

r..:;sRi! them agian to bleed and fester, and rendered them al-

r .
. 'iL "table ! You have laboured to inflame the ferocious

pabsi:. ii^ and to perpetuate the unhallowed antipathies, of the

bitteresc .. .emies of Upper Canada,—those whom you falsely

denominate Reformers, but nine-tenths of whom are invete-

rate democrats, savage Jacobins, cr incorrigible traitors ! If

not the avowed advocate of rebellion, you are the apologist of

rebels '. If not the open abettor of treason, you manifest »

strong and criminal sympathy for traitors ! Then wonder not

at the uncourteoui: language which your conduct has elicited

(rom a loyal P*-*'*'^ subject ; language which, if addressed to

1;
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. minor culprit, would be wholly unjustifiable ;
but which is

not, and cannot be. mo-e offensive than your malignant im-

putations and atrocious falsehoods.

Sir Francis Head and the Committee of our House of As-

sembly, to whose excellent report I have before referred, have

relieved me from much r-^ting labour, but, my Lord, you,

nevertheless, shall hear ag. -i
p^jLALETHES.

May 23rd, 1839.



LETTER V.

To THE Earl of Durham, &c. &c. &c.

" They trust in vanity and speak lies ; they conceive mischief
and bring forth iniquity,"

" Their thoughts are thoughts of iniquit}', wasting and de-
struction are in their pathu."

** The way of peace they know not, and there is nojudgment in

their goings ; they have made them crooked paths; whosoever

goeth therein shall not know peace."

Is. chap. 59, . 4, 7, 8.

My Lord,—How far the words of the above motto are appli-

cable to the manufacturing firm of Durham, BuUer Sf Co, my
readers and your Lordship's conscience can best determine.

Having indirectly defended the conduct of those members

of the Executive Council, whose unconstitutional claims were

supported by none but radicals and prospective traitors, you

observe that

" The contest appeared thus" (the inference is not very tranS'

parent) " to be commenced on the question of the responsi-
** bility of the Executive Council, but was really decided on
** very different grounds ;" and add, " even Sir Francis Head,
** who appears to have thought that the connection with Great
** Britain depended upon his triumph over the majority of the
** House of Assembly, embarked in the contest with a deter-

" rsination to use every inBuence in his power to bring it to a
" successful issue."

As I do not pretend, like your Lordship, to be acquainted

with any man's tecret thoughts and feelings, I cannot say whe-

ther such was or was not the fact ; but 1 will confidently main-

tain, that ifsuch were Sir Francis Head'i opinion, it was per-

fectly correct; as was abundantly proved by the number of in-

dividuals, cotistituting tkat majority, who were ^iubsequantlj

< >V;
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proved traitots ! 1 iiat Sir Francis used any undue or extraor*

dinary influence at tl»e last election, I utterly deny ; notwith-

standing your dastardly endeavours to establish your mis-state-

ments b; the most unjiisli Sable means, and particularly by

exhuming ihe traitor Dunco/IBe's villainous falsehoods, which

had been billed beneatti ti;o mass of irrcfiagible evidence

which wus adduced in the House of Asscmbiy, and of which

no memorial remained but the univeiSiii conteuipt and abhor-

rence of every honest and honorable man in the Province.

Having thus vilely but vainly attempted to shew that the

means by which the present Mouse of Assembly was elected

cai .'d " general ea'as/;e>a//oM and despair I" you, with equal

truth and candour, attribute similar effects to the conduct of

the Conservative majority, after their election ; and state (in-

tuitiveli/, as usual,) that

" Many, even of those who had supported the successful
*' candidates, were disappointed in every expectation which they
'• had formed of the policy to He pursued by their new repre-
*' sentatives. No economical reforms loere introduced !"

Excuse me for observing, somewhat coarsely, that this is ge-

nuine radical humbug ! In the name of all that is rational,

what * economical reforms' were desired? Why not specify

them ? A<! the taxation of the Province is little more than

nominal, and as the conservative members had, at any rate,

refrained from introducing such useless extravagant measures

as were proposed by their reforming predecessors, surely there

could be no very strong grounds for complaint on this head !

But econmny is one of the most available dupe-catching words

in the radical vocabulary*

Your next alleged cause of public exasperation is, coming
FROM YOU, most astounding: you comp]ain that '* the /Issembly

*' instead of supporting the Governor, compelled his obedience to
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" itself!" And was this considered e:i exasperatiny yrievance,

by the Rkvurme&s? Was this ^ compelled obedience' the k\pk-

DiENCY of which, in almost every page of your romance, you

strive to inculcate, made a subject of complaint by your equally

pure and reasonable proteges, whose chief object you have, in

more than twenty places, directly or indirectly, declared, is to

establish suchsidjscrvitnci/ !!! 9—-1 beg pardon, my Lord, anew

light has this moment illuminated the obscurity of my under-

standing, and enabled me to discover that it is only to a Radi-

cal majority of tite Souse of Assembly, that you wish the go-

vernor and government to be responsible a7id obedient !!! But
*' hushed be your alarms!" The Conservatives have not, in-

deed they have not, usurped, as you appear to fear, tliis much

desired prerogative of your radical cronies ; the alleged ' com-

pelled obedience' never existed, save in your own distempered

imagination I You next remark that

" On some topics on which the feelings of the people were
" deeply engaged, as for instance, the Clergy Reserves, the
•' House of Assembly is accused (by whom, besides your Lord-
" ship ?j of having shewn a disposition to act in direct defi-

"ance of the known sentiments of a vast majority of its con-

"slituents"!

Perhaps your intuitive qualities may have enabled you to

discover what those precise sentiments were ; but 1 am quite

certain that no other man in existence can define them. The

public sentiments relative to the question were as numerous,

as conflicting, and as uncertain as the winds ! At any rate,

when your Romance was compiled, the House of Assembly

ooi^ld not li^ve acted in defiance thereof, because they had not

acted definitively at att upon the subject. The opinions and

the interests of the contending parties were so opposite, that

all satisfactory adjustment of the question seemed impossible ',

however, the House have at length, perhaps wisely, consented



38

S\^

I

i,

i'

I

(it

to sacrifice ail individual claims and interests at the shrine of

public peace, and re- invested the Reserves in the Crown I—
This final settlement of the question has, I perceive, occa-

sioned serious horror and dismay in the radical wi^wa^n^ ; it

has deprived them of the fulcrum to the lever by which they

hoped to raise an immense weight of discontent and excite-

ment, suitable to their purposes, at the next election ; of one

of their most effectual means of propagating mischief and

eternalizing discord. While I acknowledge the expediency

and the necessity of the measure, I can by no means admit its

justice; and I moreover lament that there-investment had not

taken place at a period when the crown had the benefit of con-

scientious end honest advisers, and was 7iot served by open and

inveterate enemies of our religion. There can be no doubt that

the Reserves were originally granted for the support of the es-

tablished religion or religions of England, or of England and

Scotland ; and that they have been unfairly extorted I I will

suppose, merely for the sake of illustration, that your Lord-

ship had so far subdued your exorbitant and ridiculous pride,

as to permit an article of outward adornment, which had been

sanctified on your noble person, a pair of pantaloons, for in-

stance, to come, subsequently, into plebeian contact, and that

in a moment of unusual humility and liberality, you had be-

stowed these, when but little the worse for wear, on your vir-

tuous friend Mr. Turton, who, proud of the noble present)

had fitted them to his haunches : by such gift he would cer-

tainly have acquired a vested right in and to the said pantaloons.

Now, if Mr. Wakefield, your valet, your gentleman fI don't

mean Mr. BuUerJ your coachman, your footman, your groom,

or any other of your dependents, felt envious at your prefer-

ence of Mr. Turton, would they have been justified in as-

saulting him to obtain a share in your gift, or in forcibly rend-

\\



infjt')em ftom ))\<< netlier parts; the fifit seizing; one log, ihf

second anofhcr, tho tl)irfl the wni<if.hnncl, the; fourth tlio flip,

and so on until poor Mr. Tiirton "'ris depvived of all but the

piece oil ichich he sdt? Or would he. cnvid he hnve l)een sa-

tisfied if they had aprped to forhcjir from siu-h a-^^ajilt ard la-

ceration, on condition that he r^-invested the said pantaloons

in your Lordship, to he applied to such moJe.sf purposes as you

might, on mature consideration, deem most fit and proper ?

Would he not have had just cause to fear that his jws< interests

would be disregarded, more particularly, as ho must have

known your propensity to conciliate the numarous sans culntten

who were, and still are, your principal admirers and support-

ers?—Can i/OH, my Lord, furnish a more apposite illustra-

tion ?

You say, the dissatisfaction arising from the before-men-

tioned alleged causes,

'• Was carried to its height by an act that appeared, in defi-

"ance of all constitutional right (negatur) to oro'ong the

"power of a majority which it was supposed fh/whom?]
"counted on not being able to retain its existence after another

" appeal to the people ; this was an act preventing tho disso-

"lutionof tho existing, as well as ever// future, Assembly,"

" (nothing seZ^s/i in this, any how') "on the demise of the

"Crown."'

After admitting the existence of precedents for the measure,

you add, " it Is certain it causrjd very gr(rit dissatisfaction."

—

Now, I beg to assure your Lord<!hip, that this act was highly

approved by all hut your turbulent proteges, who are glad of

any opportunity to excite trouble and contention, and whose

feelings, 3'ou seem to think, ought, nnli/, to be consulted. I i

you knew the inconvenience and loss which elections occasion

to industrious voters ; most of whom are under the necessity

of travelling very far, over bad roads, and frequently at a sea-

\i i
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10U when their farms require their unremitted attention, to ex-

ercise their elective franchise, you, too, unless absolutely blinded

by prejudice, would perceive, if not confess, that the act was

hi);hly beneficial. If the House had been dissolved at the de-

mise of tlie late King, the Conservative majority would have

been increased.

By way of an (tpo/o^y for the !;ubsequent rebellion, you un-

justifiably insinuate that it was caused by the dissatisfaction

which the before mentioned alleged measures had excited, and

assert that it " might have been prevented, by common pru-

"dence, from coming lo a head." I beg to remark, that

nothing contributes so effectually to the cure of a morbid tu-

mor, as suffering it to 'come to a head,' and tben discharging

its purulent contents, which, otherwise, would corrupt the

whole system, and occasion a constant succession of festering

ulcers : thus might ouxhody politic have been completely cured,

but for the pernicious nostrums of the ignorant quacks of

Downing street, who marred the healing process, and caused

that lamentable relapse which you are, apparently, anxious to

render incurable. Never was this province so peaceable, so

contented, and so free from internal discord, as during the few

months that intervened between the suppression of rebellion

and treason, and the time when impunity and protection (

I

might justly add encouragement') were barbarously lavished

upon convicted rebels, traitors, murderers and pirates.

Perhaps, my Lord, the most false and wicked part of your

false and wicked report, is that which contains your unfounded

and most infamous insinuation that the rebellion was " invited

by the government, and the unfortunate men (poor innocent

" souls) who took part in it, drawn into a trap," for the pur-

pose of inflicting upon them undue and excessive severity ;

—

and that those whom you style ' the dominant party,' and the
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nMgittMejr, were guilty of partwl, cottupt, opprcMi«« and

tyranoioal praotioM toirardi tha aoouMd» maraly baeausa thcjr

ware of advarse politieal priaoiplaa i Afal$tr, a man aeanda-

hu$, a nmt t!tecrtM$ libel, wa$ mvar wriUtm or publi$hml I S«»

Tara puniahmaatt fonootb I A degraa of leoity that was oer-

Uialj cruel, and almoat crimnal, ioaimuob aa it endaogarad

the safety, tba property, and the lltea of tbe iooooeat, waaos-

erciaad towards tbe guilty wietcbes, some of wbom, you avi>

dently wisb to bave it believed, were " individuala very gtnt-

raUjf eatetm^V Forsbaoae, my Lord, for shame! Turn to

your Bible, if you have one, and read tbe following words :->

ponder them wall, " and than to bed with what appetite you

may."

** He thitjuttifiethtlu wicked, and he that condemneth thejuet,

even they both are abomination to tbe Lord."—PaoT. 17, v. 15.

" He that deviiethtodoevUehaUbecaOedamiahievouaperaon*'*
—>Paov. c. 18, V. 8.

Scarcely less wicked, and equally false, are your insinuation

that the execution of Lount and Matthews engaged a greai

ghare ofpublic sympathy, and your positive lie (" Facit indig-

natio ' verbum* " that their pardon was solicited by petitions

" signed by no less than 30,000 persons 1" whereas it has been

asoertaineH, by a committee of the Legislative Council, that

the whole number of the petitioners—men, woman and cAtV-

(2r«»—amounted to no more than 45741 The same base false-

hood was uttered, in tbe House of Commons, by your noto-

rious, odious and contemptible coadjutor, Joaeph Hume, who

probably obtained his information from tbe same filthy source

as your Lordship ; if indeed either of your assertions were

grounded upon aay information ; which is very doubtful, for

both of you are, as Seneea said of Gamdiua, in the habit of

passing sentence

r
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" UnSi taRtum parte audita

Scepe et Nttlld."

" Sometimes txpartt evidence alone

Controla your sentence ; hvtmort ofHn none,"

As to your alleged " grtat than of public sympathy" for

the suffering traiton» I will positively affirm that, although

many thoutanda attended their execution, not a murmur ofdis^

approbation was uttered ; not an aspiration of sympathy was

heard on the occasion.

My Lord, my gorge absolutely heaves atyour s^iamaless un-

truths, and, surfeited therewith, I conclude thia letter.

PHILALETHE&
May 29th, 1839.



LETTER VI.

To THB EaKL or DuARi M, &0. &c. &c.

" Ad consilium autem de republicu dandum, caput a$l noue
rempuUicam,"—Ciciao d* Oraiore.

Mt Load,—Before I proceed further ia the prosecution of

my loathsome, but, 1 trust, salutary task, allow mc to re-

quest a iolutioD of your paradoxical, though positive asacr-

Cion, that

" It it obvious the nominal government, that is the majo-
" rity of the Executive Council, enjoy the confidence f no
" considerable party, and that the party called the ' 1 amily
" Compact,* which po$set$e* the majority in both hovses of the
" Ltgislaiun is, In fact, supported, at present, by no very large
** number of persons of any party."

Hovr a party which possesses such minorities can be justly

said to be supported on/y by a few, is somewhat incompreben-

sible : but your object was disparagement, and you therefore

regarded not the absurdity of your means.

1 now have arrived at a page ofyour romance, the contents

of which, wonderful to relate, are neither absurd nor mis-

chievous. I agree with you, my Lord, that it is unjust and

vexatious to subject members of the learned professions, who

have been duly approved and admitted in Great Britain, to

Colonial examination and apprenticeship, ere they are allowed

|o practice in this province. Thb observation is particularly

applicable to the medical profession ; for surely those who

bave been examined and approved by the royal Colleges of

London and Edinburgh, have a right to be admitted, ad eun-

ism, here, upon producing their diplomas and licensee, with-

out being subjeeted to an examination wbieb thqr must consi-

der deragatoiy. I will, however, admil, that English rp'^

^-5
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v;f

Irish Barrl-tm arc, gencniUy, by no means qualified to act as

ProTinoial Attorney: I believe that the motiTes which Im^

duced the Legislature to pass the prohibitory acta complained

o^ weM neither selfish nota'^BrUuh ; but too great anxiety

to exclude improper practitioners, and to protect (he he»Uh

and interests of their fellow subjects 1 i ako most cordially

agree with your Lordship in reprobating the monopolies of

chartered Banks, (not so much on account of what they hao*

doiut as what fAey hone th» power to do) and our monetary sys-

tem generally ; but the source of this latter evil must be sought

in Downing Street.

Ever anxious to ?xalt the democratic institutions and pre-

dicament of our ferocious and unprincipled neighbors abore

those of yo ir own fellow subjects, you say,

*' An individual may practise as a surgeon and as a lawyci,
*' in some of the new states of America, particularly in Ilti-

" nois. almost immediately on his arrival in the country ; and
"As ha$ev<Ty right ofcitizenship after a residence of six months
*' in the state."

This last assertion is not true; 'every right of citizmtMp*

can only be acquired under an existing law of the federal or

g*neral government, which requires seven yeors* residence in

the United States ere an aiien can be naturalized. Would

your Lordship wish her Majesty's province of Upper Canada

to adopt those democratic 'itate regulations under which "ye/ons

" Aacs 6<ci;r4« rtptibliean judg«$, and republiran jvdi,sa become

*'fehn»" and the Mvahi and lives of thousands been mangled

snd destroyed by ignorant empiricism, unprincipled rapacity,

and speculative villainy ? Does the leaven of democracy, in

your Lordship's estimation, purify all that is iLfamous, re-

deem everything that is criminal, and sanctify all that u atro-

cious ? The sentiments which you have expressed, the prio-

ciplci rrbioh you have naniicsted, and the ro«es\ires which yoti
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^avc advocated, in tha pestilent romance before me, toooleatty

indicate that such is actuallj the case.

Having attacked and grosily libelled our political and lo*

eial state, and endeavored to involve us in strife and discord,

you proceed to assail our religious institutions, " and with the

self-same weapons, too," misrepresentation ar*!' falsehood i—
Your principal enmity is directed against the Church of £ng-
land, and raneour eould not have devised more effectual means

of degrrding and debasing the clergy of that church, and ef-

fecting its destruction, than advocating the alleged " superto-

rity of the voluntary tyttem \" which you falsely declare is uni-

versally approved in the United States. In the first place,

that rascally system is rot universal "over the northern part of

" the continent of America:" in the second, / ^now that,

where it does exist, it is highly disapproved bya majority ofthe

wise and good ; and how should it be otherwise ? Would you

have our pious clergymen reduced to the horrible alternative

of becoming truckling and trimming politicians, vice-tolerat-

ing dependents, rnd dastardly teinkers at offences which they

dare not rebuke, or the honest victims of penury, if not stsr-

vition ? Such would be, such must be the condition of many

ministers of the Gospel under ' the voluntary system /' I have

seen enough uf its working in the United States to convince

me of its demoralising and destructive effects 1 I have seen

pious, viituout. humble and conscientious ministers despised,

neglected, insulted, ejected and almost starved, while prrSi-

fate time-servers, violent political pclpit partisans, and shame-

less tolerators of crime and prafanenesa, have been exalCe4»

feasted, cherished and enricbei by basely conciliated, flattered

and unreproved congregations. From such • system and its

impious advoealM, God, in bis mercy, protect the British em-

pire and all ila mambers ! You say ** the servieet of a paro-

ii



46

" ohial clergy are almost iaapplioable to a colonj whf.t9 a con-

*' ttantls/ varying population is widely scattered over the ooun-

" try ;" and you would have it believed that such is the case

in Upper Canada; but bow a population which consists chiefly,

if not wholly, of land-ownen, attached to, and, a8itwere,idtn-

tijied with their ' loctUities,* can be " conatantJy varying," you at-

tempt not to explain. Doubtless you would prefer Amerieaa

' missionary' teachers of republicanism and scepticism to an or-

thodox and loyal parochial clergy I

Reckless of truth, you assert that the Irish Catholics com-

plain very ** loudly andjmtlj/ of Orangeism in this colony."-—

If their complaints had been very loud, as I am not very deaf,

they probably would have reached my ears ; but, I solemnly

declare, I never heard them, nor hardly even of their exis-

tence, previously to the publication of your pernicious ro-

mance. You possibly supposed that this nail would be easily

driven into the thick skulls of your home 8vpporter$ : in bat, I

verily believe, that you and your odious associates, intent only

on gratifying and strengthen iniE your favourite party, both

here and at home, have not only racked your own unprinci-

pled miiids tu invent means, but employed all those whom you

considered most ingenious in devising plausible fallacies, to as-

sist you in your unhallowed endeavors. I have several Ro-

man Catholics, and some Protestants, in my service, to whom
I read those parts of your Romance wherein you have dared

to insinuate that implacable hatred and hostility exist between

the members of their different churches, and asked them if

such were indeed the case ? When they unanimously declared

that t< wat fiol ; and one of them, a very intelligent Catholic,

profaned your Lordship's sacred tiiU, by exclaiming, with

characteristic energy, " By J—s, me Lord Durham is • lAun-

>kr\wj big liar /" Indeed, your ovn intended tUuitraiione eon-
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tradict your awertions relative to ttiis subject, and I rra«t sU

jrour labors will fail to foment, in this colony, that lameatablt

and ferocious inimosity between Catholics and Protestaattf

which your friends have elsewhere excited and established.

Even our excellent Chief Justice has not escaped your ma-

lignant notice ;—you remark that

" There are general complaints (why thus prostitute the word
*Sf*neral1) of the union of political and judicial functions of
" the Chief Justice ; not because any suspicion attaches to

"that Judge's discharge of his duties, but on account of the
" party grounds upon which his subordinates are supposed"
(by whom?) " to be appointed, and the bias attributed to them."

This is another gratuitous

—

BuUeri If such conpUints had

been general, I must have heard them, which I positively have

not ; but, my most consistent Lord, why should such an

' union of political andjudicialfunctions* be made • subject of

complaint by your exclusive cronies ; who, you have unequivo-

eally, if not truly declared, " are only anxious to render the

constitution of this province an " exact transcript of Ihat of

Great Britain 9" I believe the principal, if not, ir 'd, the

only 'politiealfundion' of the Chief Justice was the udice of

Speaker of the Legislative Council; now this, if not an ' exact

transcript of, is certainly very analagous to, the union of '/»•

dicial and poUtieal functions* in the person of the Lord High

Chaneettor of England, who, if I mistake not, presides in the

House of Lords t And perhaps you may be old enough to re-

collect, that when England was before (in 1806—7,) cuned

with a Whig ministry, the Lord Chief Justice of the King't

Bench UHU nude a Cabinet Minister / I neither know who are

the *$vhordinates* of our Chief Justice to whom you allude*

nor 'the party bias' which, you say, ' is attributed to tbeaa.'

If you mean the puune judga, I rather think they were not

appointed by him ; but I doubt not their bias, inasmuch m it

: III,
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iTipci.'' til •in tiTneSe out iiap«rtittl and erco-'lianded ju*4ic< (or

retHtitt and craiton, is a aubjeot of verj " seriom wmplaint muf

diuatufistcHoH" to your friends and prottgis I My Lord» if •

blameless man eiist—if there Im an individual absolutely in-

vulnerable to the shafts of calumny and detraction, it i$ Jokm

Beverley Robinton, her Majetty's Chief Jiutiee m tapper Ca-

nada I It would be well, indeed, for you, if you could bar-

ter your immense wealth, your unholy principles, and your

political ignorance and presumption, for his 'ntegrity, bia

honor, his modesty and superior talents. I doubt not but

many eomplaintt, as unfounded as your own statements, have

been mad* to your Lordship, but which, if you had not been

strongly predisposed to believe everything that was derogatory

to our existing authorities, you must have discovered to b»

groundless ; and among these may possibly have been that

which you mention, relative to the conduct of our Sherifls, who*

you invidiously observe, "are stated to be selected exclusively

from the firie»d$ and dependeUU of the ruUug party /** How
astly ttrange I Doubtless you selected yonr objects of patron-

age from the friends and dependents of your political opponenig^

And yet Messrs. Buller, Turton and Wakefield neither le-

lemble the Conservatives in honour, Tirtue, nor political inte-

grity : they all seem rather of your own kidney. How's this,

my Lord ? Perhaps, in conformity with the maxim " tet a

thief to catch a thief," you may think that our Sheriffs should

have been selected from the ranks of yourfriende, the radicals.

Allow me to illuminate the obscurity of your profoundly

ignorant miqiS on one subject,—by informing you that if, as

y«a allege, (1 verily believe most falsely) " the money arising

from eieeutiona and aatea generally remains in their hands for

al least a year," it is the fault of the parties entitled to thai

moMj. An attachment against a Sheriff for snch detwMioo
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can bo obtained, at any time after the receipt of the money ;

and moreover, although you mendaciously state the contrary,

Sheriffs are compelled, by Stat. 3, W. 4, c. 9, to gire ample
security for the paying over of all monies so received by them,
and for the payment of all damages that may be sustained.

Why did you not bring forward some recent examples of mis-

feasance on the part of our Sheriffs ?—/ will answer the ques-

tion,— Because you could not! How can you, my Lord, as a
man of honor, reconcile to your conscience such shameless at-

tempts to mislead, for party, or for any purposes, your Sove-

reign and her government ? But after promulgating so many
atrocious

—

BuJkrs as your romance has been vroved to contain,

can you, maugre your Earldom , be justly Oiemed *a man of

honor,^ unless

"Sit laus indignis, virtuti dedecus omni,
Teraporibus nostris.

" All are disposed, in these degenerate days.

To blame the virtuous and thebad to praise.'

Our magistracy are next bespattered with the ordure ofyour

abuse ; you remark that " the compositi' u of the magistracy

" appears to be a serious cause of mischief and dissatisfaction,

Wherefore, you do not and yt»u cannot explain. In fact, my
Lord, every thing which does not satisfy and accord with the

views of the insatiable and iniquitous party whose cause and

objects are exclusively advocated in your llomance, you have

represented as a serious cause of general mischief and dissatis-

faction ! The interests, the wishes, the feelings, and the re-

putation of the more worthy.and intelligent majority, consti-

tuting at least four-fifths, if not nine-tenths of our population,

you either wholly disregard or shamefully endeavor to vitupe-

rate and render subservient to a wicked and contemptible mi-

noritr ' Is this your boasted impartiality ? Is it thus that you

m
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woald verify your professed renouncement of all parties and

all party distinctions ? Without adverting to its wickedness^

1 fearlessly and confidently affirm, that a more prejudiced,

partial and party-serving publication than your romantic re-

port, relative to Upper Canada, never issued from the press.

In the commencement o" thi^> letter, I produced a proof

that in your elaborate compound of prejudice, misrepresenta-

tions, falsehoods and w<?Vedness, a few particles of truth ware

mingled, and I will courteously conclude with another. You
observe, moai shrewdly, that "a very sons iderable portion of

"'18 Province has neither post offices, mills, schools nor

' churches. ' Now there is no denying that this sentence con-

tains much umisual ti'uth ; for ' a considerable portion of the

province is inhabited only by foxes, wolves, hears, and other ani-*

mals^os naturce, who, having neither political nor private cor-

respondents, would consider ;wst q/^ces absolutely useless; who

being carnivorous, have no occasion for mills ; who, having no

more taste for literature and * true knowledge' than a majority

of your radical friends, desire no schools ; aiad who, being as

destitute of religious principles as your Lordship andyour party t

require no churches.

Adieu, my Lord, until next week, when I hope to furnish

you with an additional and stronger dose, pro re natd ,- after

which I will analyse your own empirical state recipes, mis-

called 'Remedies,' and if I do not prove you, even to your

own conviction, if not satisfaction, a most ignorant and dan-

gerous political qwzck, I wiil—forfeit all claim to the title of

PHILALETHES.
JuneTtb, 1839.
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LETTER VII.

To YHE Eaui. of Durham, &c. &c. &c.

" Seditiosus amat strcpitu conflare tumultus
;

Vir bonus ct fidus semper agendo silet;"

" By clamorous noise the factious tumults raise :

The good and loyal choose more silent ways."

Mr Lord,—I threatened, in my last, to administer a
stronger dose, pro re natd, than I feel, under existing circum-

stances, capable of preparing. My medicine cheat is damaged*

and its spirituous contents so materially deteriorated by the

damp of indisposition, that you will probably imagine I have

abandoned the Brunonian and adopted the anti-phlogistic sys-

tem. Such, however, is not the case. Your Lordship will

not require an apology, although this letter should prove as

dull and spiritless as I anticipate ; but, lest other readers should

blame me for unavoidable deficiencies, I beg to state, that it

is written under the influence of an illness so severe, that,

were I not most anxious to continue my exposition of your

fallacies and absurdities, without the intervention of an *hiam

tus,' it would have been postponed until I felt better fitted to

perform my odious task.

I have, in effect, before observed, that you anxiously avail

yourself of every opportunity to contrast the situation and in-

stitutions of the United States with those of Upper Canada,

to the disparagement of the latter : indeed, bad her Majesty

deputed you to vindicate the honor and promote the interests

of our republican enemies, (such they really are) rather than

to benefit her own loyal Canadian subjects, you could not have

labored more sedulously in the vocation ; but you are as igno-
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rant of the real state v<f their country as uf our&i and what-

ever their vanity or their interests may induce them to say to

the contrary. / know that intelligent Americans regard your

ignorance and self-sufficiency with contempt and ridicule. In

comparing this Province with the United States, you have

pever taken into consideration the fact that the former is, com-

paratively, in its infancy, and that it is only since the com*

mencement of the present century that it has received any ef-

ficient attention or assistance from the mother country. Not-

withstanding these disadvantages, it is utterly false to say that

our inferiority is " every where" manifested. I know both

countries much better than your Lordship does, or ever will,

and I tell you confidently and truly, that, in agricultural im-

provement, the frontier of Upper Canada is infinitely supe-

rior to the opposite coast. I defy either you or Mr. Mun-
chausen BuUer to controvert this assertion. An American

gentleman (for I, too " have conversed with intelligent Ame-

ricans," but they were aware that I knew them too well to be

humbuf/ged like your Lordship) to whom I noticed theciroum-

stance, said, " It is very true that your frontier farms are bet<

ter, and a thousand times better cleared and cultivated than

ours." This gentleman owned an extensive farm on the

southern shore of Lake Ontario. I have visited nearly the

whole extent of both shores, and write not, as you do, from

hearsay, but from actual inspection and experience. And yet

your Lordship wishes to persuade her Majesty that a majority

of our population envy the superior advantages enjoyed by the

inhabitants of the American frontier, and that " the natural

" ties of sympathy between them and the English population

" of the Canadas are peculiarly strong." Whether igncrance

or malice dictated this notorious falsehood, I know not ; nor

in a report containing such innumerable examples of both, ic
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<t very material to detcvmine ; but 1 unhesitatingly state, that

instead of envying or sympathising with them, our English

population regard the inhabitants of the American frontier

with a proud consciousness of moral, physical and political su-

periority, mingled with ineffable contempt and intense hatred.

We, who almost daily hear of the ferocious and intolerable ty-

ranny of mob government, can form a more accurate estimate

of its' horrors than our fellow subjects in Great Britain, wiio,

if they knew what we know, if they had witnessed a tithe

part of the atrocities which I have witnessed, would eschew

democracy more vehemently than the leprosy or the cholera.—

But, alas, they only hear of American institutions through the

mendacious, truth-concealing and deluding medium of the

American press, or from such superficial, prejudiced and fal-

sifying observers as your Lordship and Munchausen BuUer. I

almost believe that a majorityofthe intelligent inhabitantsofU.

Canada would prefer the government of the Grand Turk to the

more vacillating and more insufferable despotism of 'pure

demoeracyr

Had it not been for the pestilential exertions and delusions of

the radicals. Upper Canada would have been, at this moment,

happy, contented, comparatively prosperous, and fast increas.

ing in prosperity ; but they, during the ten or dozen years that

preceded the development of their villainous objects in 1837,

by exciting discontent, discord and disunion, arrested our on-

ward progress, stopped the tide of beneficial immigration, and

rendered the investment of British capital on provincial secu-

rities, apparently, if not actually, insecure. Nevertheless,

you, my Lord, are sedulously endeavoring to restore their

baneful influence I ! ! Only two days ago, an intelligent la-

borer said, too truly, in my presence, ** Lord Durham has

done the province more mischief than the rebellion : we had

'
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p.

become quiet and contented, but he has set all the bad people

to disturb us again." I, as nearly as possible, quote bis exact

words : in fact, your Report is very generally and very justly

considered a public nuisance 1

You intimate, erroneously as usual, that

" It is the wish of this Province that it should be allowed
*' to make use of New York as a port of entry. At present,

"the rate of duty upon all goods eoming from t/ie United States,

" whatever may be their nature or the port in Kurope from
"which they may have been shipped, is such as to compel all

"importers to receive the articles of their trade through the St.

" Lawrence, the navigation of which river opens generally se-
** veral weeks ]ater than the time at which goods may be ob-
" taincd in all parts of Upper Canada bordering upon Lake
" Ontario, by way of Oswego. The dealer, therefore, must
"submit to an injurious delay in his business, or must obtain

**his goods in the autumn, and have his capital lying dead for
"six months !1!"

Now without adverting to the impolicy of the preposterous

and unstatesmanlike remedies for these alleged but non-exist-

ing evils, suggested by your Lordship, which has been made

a subject of just and severe animadversion by a committee of

our House of Assembly, I beg to observe that this short ez_

tract from your romance is replete with error and falsehood.

—

The navigation of the St. Lawrence does not open several

veeks later than that of the Oswego and Erie Canals (the dif-

ference scarcely ever exceeds three, and seldom one or two

weeks) ; and goods from New York must pass through these

canals ere they can reach Oswego. The merchant of Upper

Canada who obtains his goods in the autumn (as all our mer-

chants wish to do, as well as in the spring) must NOT " havt

his capital lying deadfor six months ;" for it is in the Winter

that his greatest and most profitable business is transacted ; the

inhabitants of the back set'lements being then only able to
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firing their produce to market, in sleighs and sleds. Will yoi:

have the goodness to inform us what differvnce there is in the

rate of duty on all or amj goods, coining from the United

States, and those which arrive by way of Quebec and Mon-
treal ?

The " forwarders on the St. Lawrence and Ilidcau Canal'

are certainly too exorbitant in their charge , but I trust some

remedy for this evil will soon bo found, not quite so ruinous

and unwise as that which you have suggested. You say

" The custom duties (of Upper Canada) cannot be mcreased
" without the consent of Lower Canada, and that -'onsent It

•'is useless to expect /ro»» ani/ House of Asseinhli/ clioscii under
"the suspended constitution."

Pray, my Lord, bow many Houses of Assemhly have been,

or can be chosen ' under the suspended constitution,' and who

were or are to be the electori ? You are evidently most desi-

rous to impress her Majesty and the British nation with the

idea that extensive and almost universal ' exasperation and

discontent* pervades this province ; whereas, I verily believe

that a greater degree of both prevails, at this moment, not-

withstanding the recent mischievous effects of your fire-brand

Report, in every county of England, where agents, as unprin.

cipled and wicked as any whig-radical Lord High Commis-

sioner, are constantly striving to delude and inflame the popu-

lace, and wliere your Lordship may find a more ample field

than this province afforded, for the propagation of your exe-

crable principles. Discontent is here at present limited " al-

most entirely" to your disciples and proteges ; a despicable mi-

nority ! but if your influence should fatally prevail, and while

the British empire is ruled by the selfish, unprincipled and in-

competent drivellers who have too long deluded theii sovereigt»

and disgraced their country, the perpetration of any political

ir
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folly or iniquity is po<isible, discontent deep, lamentable and

fatal will, I fear, be to . certainly en>-»endered. We shall ne-

ver be disloyal,

" For loyalty is still the same,

Whether it win or lose the game ;

True as the dial to the sun,

Although it be not shincd upon.''

HfDiuiiAs, Part^, Canto 1, v. 173.

But if the dial be cast into perpetual shade of pestilential yew

trees, or if its gnomon be rudely wrested from i\\e proper beat'

ing \\.susefitl demoni^frations will be destroyed or their direction

ehanped. Tlic loyal inhabitants of Upper Canada, whose de-

votion, under the severest suflferings, entitled them to distin-

guished approbation and favor, have been subjected, by your

Lordship and her Majesty's ministers, to insulting neglect and

unredressed outrage, and they have hitherto patiently submit-

ted ; but if their loyalty should be as grievously punished as

you have dared to recommend, its usefulness may be extin-

guished, or its direction altered. This sentiment is not ex-

pressed in the vain hope of awakening your remorse, for I verily

believe you would rejoice at its destruction, but to excite those

who are wiser and more virtuous to struggle for our salvation,

which is identified with the honour, glory and best interests

of the British empire.

Having resolved that this shall be my last letter to your

Lordship, except that which will be devoted to the analyzation

of your empirical remedial projects, I will not be provoked

to abrogate that resolution by the numerous falsehoods and ab-

surdities contained in the subsequent pages of your romance :

fortunately, they are, generally, so palpable, and so inconsis-

tent with each other, that they expose and refute themselves :

indeed, you have scarcely expressed an opinion or made a po-

A
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?itivo asqortiim in any part of y >ur work, wliicli ii not (rontrfi-

dicted l>y, or innumiiaiiblu urith, tliiit wliid) is contained in

otiiurpartsi Such an lieterogenentis inns of incon{;ruitius,

oontradictions at>d inuotierenuus as is uxliibitcd in your duspioa-

ble and fallacioiM report, I never before h:i(i the misfortune to

encounter. I am fully aware that radical liburalUy and injun-

tii.e may take advantage of your contradictions to impugn the

correctness of my imputations, by citing adverse passages ;

—

bjt I defy your noost ingenious advocates to prove that 1 have

either misrepresented your real sentiments or the obvious ten-

dency of your mischievous publication.

I cannot conclude this letter without noticing a passage

which is so supremely ridiculous that, ill as I am, it has com-

pelled me to laugh most heartily ; and whoever reads the fol-

lowing quotation, if ho have any risible faculties, must join

ill my cacchinution. You say,

" I have the satisfaction of believing that the policy which
" was pursued during mr/admmistration of the government was
"very efficient in reinoviny it ! /'i.e. American si/mpat/iifj the a/-

" inont complete unanimiti/ of thv press of the United Siati's, as
" well as the assurances of individuals well conversant with the
'* state of public opinion in that country, convince me that the

^* measures which I adopted met with a coNr(;K...ENCE I which
" completely turned the ti'<i of feeling in fivuur of the Btitish yo-
*' vernment !!.'"

Ha, ha, ha ! This must have been written before you heard

of the Prescott invasion, which has furnished a rare practical

proof of the efficiency of your policy in removing American

Jympatijy I ( Query frwn the United States to Canada i) and a

beautiful illustration of the wisdom, or vanittf, of your confi-

dence in "the almost complete unanimity of the press of the

United States, and in the assurances of individuals well con-

versant with the state of public o[iiiiion in that country !
!!"—

i:
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My Lord, I kner iriat your vanity was laughably egregions j

I knew, by that which I had previously read, that your un-

derstanding was lamentably defective ; but I did not expect

to meet with such incontrovertible evidence of these facts, and

such amusing proofs of your simpleness and gullihility, as yoir

have rihibited in the above brief passage of ycur romance I-—

" Completely turned the tide of feeling in favor of the Briiish go-

vernment .'" Ha, ha, ha ! You could as easily tvirn Mr. Mun-
chausen Buller into a man of veraeity, or yourself into an

upright and able statesman ! At the very moment when you

were writing such ridiculous nonsense, thousands and tens of

thousands of American sympathizers were binding themselves

by unholy oaths, to attack, plunder and murder her Majesty's

loyal subjects ! How egregiously have you been humbugged

by your vanity and friends 1 You might have obtained from

the sympathizing hucksters of BuflTalo, whom you feasted at

Niagara, any quantity otgnlTs milk in exchange for your charo-

pngne ; and it seems they profited to a "pretty considerable'

'

extent by your appetite fur the article: nevertheless, "it is

raid" that some of them were so ungrateful as to remark, on

iheir return to the land of sympathy, that "they guessed that

" are Lord fmeaning your Lordship,J was not a eatf of the

improved Durham bret'd !" I perceive that you and Mr. Mun-
chausen Buller bottleti a liberal supply of th'isguU'ii miSk for home

consumption, which you smuggled into England in d^ifiance of
the iiuTV whieli was due to yimr Sovereign. Allow me to caution

you and your friends against gratifying your thirst too freelv

with this cloying beverage, which, " I have reason to believe,'*

is injurious to the constitution of Englishmen. Of this, our ex'-

cellent Lieutenant Gorernor, who is infinitely wiser and mure

prudent than your Lordship, (I hope his Excellency will not-

feelaflfeaded at ray uncompliinentary comparison) appears to'
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Jwfulljaware; for your "iatelligent American friends" can-
not, I am happy to say, persuade him to swaliow a single

drop « he is, however, too well bred (though, heaven be praised,

not of the Durham species) lo offend them by publicly mani-
festing his antipathy.

I am, my Lord,

Yours astonishingly,

PHILALETHES.
June lUiht 183d.



LETTER VI II.

To THE Eakl of Duhham, &c. &c. &c.

" The integrity of the ppright shall guide them, but tikt

perverseneas of transyresmrs a/mlt destt oy them."—Frov. c xi>

V. 2.

My Lohd,—since n»y last letter was written, I have c#a-

ntined with closer attention than before, that portion of your

report which is entitled " defects ami rvmtdtes" and the result

of my examination is, that instead of facilitating, it has mate-

rially impeded my progress. I find my»tlf entangled in a la-

byrinth of poisonous weeds, thorns and brumbies ; among
which, choked by their rnnk growth, and blasted by unskilful

cultivation, a few sickly specimens of a more wholesome ge"

nus feebly struggle lor existence. The union of the Canadas

and the federal union of all the British North American pro-

vinces, both of which you and, previously, wiser men than

your I^crdship, have suggested, are subjects of too vast and

loo serious importance to be properly discussed in tbis letter,

or even in tliricc the space which you have devoted to their

consideration ; 1 shall therefore confine myself to the exami-

nation uf those political quack recipes which you have pre-

scrilu'd as infallible, with all the presumption of empiricism,

atul uhicli you are anxious to have administered to her Majes-

ty's North American Colonies, whether they remain severed

or become united. In the name of the majority of our po-

pulation, I protest against the nauseous and unsalutary inflic-

tion.

Ton commence with a pitlpablc falsehood, by stating that

" You have A7//j^(7V?///y pointed out the nature of those evils,

" to the extensive opcraticiii of which jion attribute the vario.us
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** praciical grievauctsi uiiii ilie pitseiit uIl^^iti^iuclo^y state of

ihe North Air>ericttit pioviiicts." You have done no such

thing; lor altliough it is very prohable that ignorance and pre-

sumption may attribute eiletts lo wrong and, as you have abun-
dantly pro*ed, nm-existing causes, the Jatler could not be

^sufficiently pointed out.' You democratically and dogmaii-

cally say, ** It is not by weakening, but strengthening the in-

fluence of the people on iis government, that / believe harmony
is to he restored where dissention has so long prevailed." it

is very po.ssible that a man of your Lordship's caliber may be-

lieve that the rearing and rapacity of a hungry lion inigtit be

tranquiliaed by augmenting histremendr>is strength and leng>

thening his enormous fangs; that a vessel might be steered

with greater facility and correctness by diminishing the power

of her rudder, or that the turbulence of the ocean might be

calmed by increasing the influence of the winds ; therefore,

permit me, before I accede to your proposition, to enquire,

what class or description of persons constitute, m your opinion,

'the people?' If you mean the turbulent, clamorous, ig-

norant and discontented minority, whose selfish interests, ini-

quitous objects and baneful influence, in conjunction with those

of their .'imerican prototypes, you have labored exclusively to

promot'^, the attempt to restore haumomy, by increasing their

ifijiu'jnce, would l:e just as wise and efficacious as any of the

extravagant experiments which 1 have admitted might possibly

be deemed feasible by sucli capacious understandings as your

Lordship's. You declare " that you would not impair a single

prerogative of the crown" (the appointment of its own coun-

sellors, 1 suppose, you don't consider one,) but it seems you

wish it to share some of them with a countervailing power, to

whom you, in effect, rccmnmend that it should grant a sort of

political Power of Attornry, irrevocable, to carry them into ex-

M
li
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<3cution. Your proposed project of assimilating our Colonial

government, in conformity with the wishes of radical rabid-

iiess, to that of the mother country, or rather of making it an

*' exact transcript thereof," reminds me of a theatrical manager^

who, being commandedhy the public of a country town to have

the tragedy of Hamlet performed, and having no member of

his company capable of enacting the Prince of Denmark, is-

sued bills announcing that " by particular desire, would be per-

formed Shakespeare's celebrated tragedy of Hamlet, altered

by a gentleman ofdistinction ftud a Lord High CotumissionerJ

to a farce, in which the part of Hamltt wouht necessarily Ik

otnitted:" but, my Lord, in the performance of your projec-

ted political farce, you would be compelled to omit, not only

one, hut all ttte principal characters. In the name of all that

is rational, or, if it suit you better, of all that is absurd, what

analogy is there between the Cabinet Council of our Sovereign

and the Executive Council of our Lieutenant Governor ? If

you had not been lamentably afflicted with mental blindness,

you would have discovered, that tlie latter rather resembles the

Privy Council, the members of which are not changed " when

u ministry ceases to command a majority in Parliament."

—

Are all the great questions of national policy which affect the

guTernment of Upper Canada, devised, matured and subinit>

ted to our Parliament by the Executive Councils Do all the

measures of our I'rovincial administration there originate?

—

What is the amount of the emoluments and patronage enjoyed

by its members ? Is it such as would ind'jceany independent

man of talent, rank or honorable feelings to submit to the

drudgery of office and iocur such perilous responsibility as that

to which you have recommended bim to be subjected ? Per-

haps you will exultingly exclaim " there are plenty of radicali

who would gladly accept the office, aud these are the men



T

:i:

63

trltona 1 consider exclusively <jualified to becontie 'coinpeienl

heads of departments. ' Wliat would be the predicament of a

Lieutenant Governor shackled as you wish him to be, and

rendered responsible to two authorities frequently in opposition

to each other ?

Preposterous as are your avowed c«as, they are not more so

than your suggested means. The most vital alteration in our

constitution, you say, consistently enough with ^ UberaV prin-

ciples, " might be effected by a single despatch, containing the

necessary instructions to the Colonial Governor !
' Are our

fiberties and our most revered institutions thus dependent upon

the will or caprice of a Colonial Secretary of State ? Sir F.

Head has furnished an illustrious example that no high-mind-

ed honourable man will submit to such humiliating instruc-

tions. But you add, if contrary to your opinion, " any legal

" enactment were requisite, it would only he one that would
*' render it necessary that the official acts of the Governor should

' be countersigned by some public functionary f ! f" 1 djfy all the

*olons who constitute ths Melbourne ministry to surpass this

absurdity I He must indeed be a genuine, reckless radical who

would, without any honest consideration, consent to endorse

evan the wisest acts of a Lieutenant Governor, and thus ren-

der himself liable to be *^ terrified by the prospect of impeach-

ttent." But the great and insurmountable objection to your

projected responsibility of the Executive Council is, that it is

absolutely incompatible with our depjndence on the British em-

pire. You perceive this difficulty, and let us see how it is

met by your wisdom and foresight. After admitting that "the

system which you proposed would, in fact, place the internal

government of the colony in the hands of the Colonists them-

selves," you say, " I am well aware that many persons, both

"in the Colonies and at home, view the system which I recom -

I'i

;
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**mend with considerable alarm, because they distrust the utte''

" rior views of those by whom it was originally proposed" {to wit

Traitors Mackenzie, IIolvh & Co.) " and whom they sus-

"pect of urging its adoption, with the intent only of enabling

" them more easily to subvert the monarchical institutions or as-

" sert the independence of the Colony ! ! ! I belifve, however,

" that the extent to which these ulterior views exist lias been greatly

" EXAGGERATED." And are the alarms and opinions of many

persons, (all, I will venture to assert, at least as wise, and

more experienced than yourself) founded not upon 'suspicion,'

but conviction, to be disregarded, and the peace and safety of

the Province to be most fearfully jeopardized merely upon the

belief of such a purblind, prejudiced, party-servin;; politician

as your Lordship, even if such were your real belief9 But,

my Lord, ifsuch it be, I indignantly tell you, as will be proved

anon, that you have deliberately and shamefully told yourscr-

vereign as wilful and wicked a lie ( I cannot use a weaker word)

as ever was written or spoken by Munchausen Buller.

Your next al)surdity is, like most of your projects, a pre-

judiced and servile imitation of the demoralizing and vile prac-

tice of the United States. You not only recommend that

Executive Consellors should be subjected to the caprice of

those whom you call 'the projik,' but that all subordinate pub-

lic servants should hold their oflices by the same uncertain te-

nure ! You say, " Whatever inconvenience a consequent fre-

" quency of changes among the holders of office may produce,

*' is a necessary disadvantage of a free government, {the deuce

" it is !j which will be amply compensated by the PEUPE-
" TU AL H A R M ONY /^ O// / Oh ! Oh !j which the system

" MUST produce between tlic people and ns rulers" (Query, which

party would thus be. in fact, the rtders?) "nor do I fear"

(your Idjrdsbip has no rational fears) " that the character of
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*' the public servants wili In any respect suffer from a more pa-

" pular tenure of office"! ! ! Of the beaejicial workiny of ttiis

most wise and equitable system, Mr. Stvart'iarout and a few

score other public defaulters in the United States have fur-

nished most satisfactory illustrations. Intes^ity of character

should certainly be a paramount object of all public servants,

and this they should not be tempted to sacrifice by the neces-

sity of " maAin^r /*ay w/i/Ze jJ/ie s«« s/ji«es," in order to rescue

themselves and families from prospective penury and want ; they

should, however, be also anxious to serve the public, not only

honestly, but efficiently ; and how are they to do this, if liable

to be ejected before they have had time to become acquainted

with the routine and more intricate duties of their ofiices ?—

.

How would the details of your Lordship's household—your

estates and your coal-mines be conducted, if all those em-

ployed in their management were subjected to perpetual

change ? Are not the feelings and the interests of useful and

meritoiious public servants, as well as their characters, enti-

tled to some consideration ? As to the system being productive

of 'perpetual harmony,' I know none so likely to produce per-

petual craving, clamour and discontent. Such, at any rate,

are, and always have been, its effects in the United States.—

You observe, *' it is not to the individuals who have been loud-

"est in demanding the change that I propose to concede there-

" sponsibility ol t\\fi Q.o\omd\ administration, but io the people

*' themselves." Oh, most sapient statesman ! Are not those

whom you consider the people always deluded and led by those

*' who are loudest in demanding changes ?" The real people,

that is the ««de/«c?aWe, intelligent and respectable majority of

our population, deprecate and eschew your proposed conces-

sions, which they justly deem repugnant to the best interests

of their country, and know to be only coveted by their bit-

m\
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t«rMk nnil moitt implaeable enemies. You cxptess a jesuiticfti

•nsiety tliat Her Majesty's Colonies, when they separate from-

the British empire, " may not be the onli/ countries on tha

" American continent, in which the Anglo-^saxon race shall

•' be found unfit to govern itself." Such, my Lord, can ne-

ter be the case while the United States exist under their pre-

sent disorgani£in<; democratic institutions. Having, with an

utter disregard of truth, and of our national pride, represented

us to be miserably discontented with our government, " be-

vause it places us and our country in a position of inferiority to

our neighbors,^' (whom we despise and abominate) ; and hav-

ing alleged the most insulting reasons for cur being dissatisfied

with British connection (notwithstanding all you had previ-

ously said to the contrary,) you proceed to describe, with all

the mendacity generated by your un-Englinh prejudices, how

we are influenced by our contiguity to the country of your per-

verted idolatry. I have not room or time to quote the whole

disgusting passage, but the following extracts will be sufBcient

to illustrate jour baseness :
—

"The influence of the United States surrounds \i\m (the
•' British colonist) on every side, and is for ever present : it

"stamps on all the habits and opinions ofthe surroonding coun-

*' tries the common characteristics of the thoughts and feelings and
** Citstmns of the American people!^ (Heaven in its mercy for-

bid!) " Its THOUGHTS ANn MANNERS SUBJUGATE THEM, EVB«
"when, nominally, independent of ns authority !

!"

Read this, ye loyal men of l;pper Canada ; ye who nobly

forsook your farms, your families aud your peaceful homes,

and encountered suffering, danger and death, to repel

those ferocious plunderers and assassins, who^e examples

you are here declared to admire, and implicitly to follow ; whoi«

•ondition you are here said to envy, and of whose authority

it IB bar* insinuated, i/ou art only NOMINALLY indfipefi-



67

-J^ent
!

If any of you, after having ruad such outragcoutly in-

tuiting language, can either admire, fntst or believe tjik Earl
OF Durham, you must be absolutely insane, or totally desti.

tule of a,l the honorable and patriotic feelings which dignify

and adorn her Majesty's loyal suljects in Upper Canada.

I know nothing of the plan whirjh, as your Lordship inti-

mates, you have •' frairied for the management of the public

lands," but doubt not tliat it is as wise, and founded on at

much experience as all your other projects. You have betrayed

a part of its wisdom by observing that you "propose that the

entire administration of it should be confided to an imperial av-

thority." Such I thouglU was the case at present; but if you
mean that all the business connected with the disposal of those

hnds should be tru/tscictcd in Enyhmd, I beg to tell you that

the measure would cause inconvenience, injustice and injury

to an incalculable and most ruinous extent. 1 have been applied

to by neighbors, within the last few weeks, in no less than five

instances, to assist in settling equitably adverse claims to dif-

ferent lots of the public lands; and justice could not have been

done in either, but fraud and cunning must have triumphed,

had an appeal to England been necessary, which, in fact,

the unavoidablfl expense xvould have rendered impossillc. In

all thesK cases, prompt and subbtantial justice was obtained at

Toronto.

You advise that "no money votes should be allowed to ori-

-ffinate without the previous consent of the crown." This, Uk«

the preceding proposition, is somewhat inconsistent with your

previous recommendation thai rmperial interference should be

-exclusively limited to other matters, and if by " the Crown" you

mean ttie fiome government, the measure would be productive

sf serious inconvenience and injury.

You have been most unfortunate, net only in th« celtoiisN
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but in thk time of your non-iUuatrative iUustraiiont : thus, at

the very moment when you were, probably, citing; the dispute

between Maine and New Brunswick, to shew that Nova Sco>

tia and Upper Cannda took little or no interest in the quarrel,

both those provinces had just (riven unequivocal proofs that*

they took the deepest and most lively interest therein, and that

they considered the interests and the honor of all the British

provinces identified with each other. You audaciously assure

your soveroipn that rou have given her a full description of

our state rf feelinjj and have the impuilevce to produce as evi-

dence ofthose feelings, the addresses which ynu obtained hy wen" •

ofasfalseandfraudukvt pretences nnd promises as ever were prac-

tised by the most accomplished S\\ 1 N DLE R ! ! ! Not contented

with this barefiiced exhibition of pfTrontery, you actually, like

other capital oflTenf^ers, attempt to poin your impious ends by

intimidation, and in defiance of all yrur previous Jesuitical pro-

fessions and asseverations that the "predominant feeling of all

"the English population of the North American colonies is

** that of devoted attachment to the mother country," &c.

—

You evidently wish to terrify Her Majesty into compliance by

representing the danger arising from '• those threats of separa-

" tion and independence the open and general utterance ofwhich^

(by the said English poptdation.J you say, "was reported to

•' you from all quarters" to be so imminent that other dangers

sunk into insignificance when compared with it!!!— Can this

be exceeded in inconsistency, in impudence, in falsehood, or in

turpitude ?

God only knows what may be your Lordship's motives or

what your ultimate objects ! You have professed complete po-

litical impartiality ; to acknowledge no distinction of parties

and you have wholly and solely advocated, lauded and encou»

raged one party and that the least numerous, the inost despica-

V
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Me, the most disloyal, and tlie most profligate ! You have ex-

pressed a desire to promote hurviony and you have scattered far

and wide the ^i t<h of discord, which have already produced their

blood-red fruit ! You have pretpiided that you sonpht to len-

der your Sovereign's siihjects contented wiih their own monar-

chical government and British institutions, and you have se-

dulously endeavoured to impress them with false ideas of the—
in your perverted estimation— s'lperior advanta<ies and wisdom

of the democratic, demoralizing, and justly detested institutions

of their repuhlican neijjhhours; whose atrocities you have

striven to palliate and conceal, and whose examples you have

advised them and their rulers to imitate. You have very pro-

perly, recommended that the existing endowments of the Ro-

man Catholic Church should he guaranteed, and, xerv wickedly,

that those of your own national protestant church should be

abrogated. In short, you have, by falsehood and misrepresen-

tation lahor'd to disparage us in the estimation of our gra-

cious Sovereign and of the British empire ; to bereave us of all

that is envial)le, honorable and advantageous, and to inflict

upon us sll that is worthless, detestable and ruinous!!!—

I

bave arrested you 'flagrante delicto,' and were it in my power

would sentence you to expiate your unparallelled turpitude by

the most appropriate and severe punishment that I could in-

flict ; which would be transportation lor the term of fourteen

years, to the United Siaten of America, there to labor under the

yoke of ' pure democracy,' and if that did not restrain you, 1

would doom you, as an incurable maniac, to a strait waistcoat

for the remainder of your life! But, as I cannot itiu^ punish,

I will endeavor to amend you, by oflTering gratuitously, the fol-

lowing salutary admonition. As you have proved yourielf a

miserable statesman and must be, bencefurwaid, considered po-

litically infamous, and as you possess a princely revenue and

li
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««tiiniiva nMaiis of exercising private. benevolencv, retire 4«

your estates in Durham, and seek, by relivving the wants and

increasing the comforts of your tenants and ni.'ighhours, to re-

deem your public errors ! endeavour to convince the more ig-

norant of the surrounding population that political strife and

excitement never can promote their earthly or their heavenly

happiness, but always prove destruitive to both ; cherish the

afl'ection of your amiable family, and you will inevi,ably be-

come far nnore happy and respectable than you ever have been,

or ever can be, in the paths which you now are trending. . .

Farewell, my Lord, I have felt it my duty to expose and re-

probate, in strong and occasionally, I admit, somewhat coarse

language 70ur political if{norance and profligacy ; but you bad

grievously outiaged and insulted my feelings in common with

those of all Her Majesty';^ faiiJ)ful and loyal subjects in Upper

Canada, and I never could, like your ci devant friends Lord

Melbourne and his associates, tamely submit to outrage or in-

sult that involved the country of which 7 o7tce was and bops

again to bei proud to call myself a native.

I am my Lord, with real satisfaction,

Yours conclusiveli/,

PHILALETHES.
June 22nd, 1839.



In Letter 2nd, for ' true trunshi ion,' read 'free transhfion/

89 the last line uf tlic Latin is by no means liieraily translated.

In the first line of the motto to Letter 4th, for 'purpose,'

read 'purposes;' in the Letter, for 'ohhquiy,' read 'Moquy,'

•nd for ' repreientationsy read ' represenhdivcs.'
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