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February 25, 1997

Dear friends,
Thank you once again for your very valuable contribution at the Roundtable on Nigeria this past
February. This Roundtable was an important event for the Ministers and the departmental

officials responsible for the Commonwealth and Nigeria.

We are very pleased to have assisted in bringing you together and look forward to keeping in
touch about your roles and our common interests.

Please find attached Nasreen's summary report and covering memo.

Best wishes,

Steve Lee
Director






To:

From:

Date:

Re:

Attached, please find the summary report from the Roundtable with the Commonwealth associations.
Minister Axworthy and Secretary of State Stewart both attended. The Roundtable was chaired by
Steve Lee and the proceedings were recorded by Nasreen Bhimani. Some follow-up actions have
been recommended and some are required. Please note the request for outside monitoring of the
trials now underway. Some attention is also required on the Botswana meeting of African leaders,
and initiatives to support Commonwealth activities in Canada and abroad. Since the Roundtable,
we have had discussions with Joe Stern, Martha Nelems, Roderick Bell and Julia Wayand.

MEMO

Gordon S. Smith, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Marc-André Brault, Assistant Deputy Minister, Asia-Pacific and Africa
Paul Heinbecker, Assistant Deputy Minister, Global and Security Policy
Marius Bujold, Special Envoy, Nigeria and Central Africa

Paul Roche, Nigeria and Central Africa

Stephen Moran, West and Central African Division

Roderick Bell, Director, UN and Commonwealth Affairs Division
Hartmuth Kroll, Deputy Director, Commonwealth Affairs Division
Julia Wyand, Institutional Issues, Commonwealth Affairs Section

Peter Newton, CIDA

Steve Lee and Nasreen Bhimani
February 25, 1997

Roundtable on Nigeria, February 10, 1997

Your comments are welcome.

CC.

Michael Pearson, Senior Policy Advisor, MINA

Joe Stern, Special Advisor, MINA

Martha Nelems, Special Assistant, MINA

Ferry de Kerckhove, Director General, Policy Planning






ROUNDTABLE ON NIGERIA
February 10, 1997
Summary of Recommendations

The Roundtable on Nigeria was held as a result of Minister Axworthy and Minister Stewart's request
for consultation with Commonwealth NGOs in preparation for the CMAG meetings in London on
February 17, 1997.

Several of the NGOs, including the Journalists Association, the Lawyers Association, the Human
Rights Initiative, the Trades Union Council, the Royal Society and Judicial Education were
represented along with departmental officials and ministerial staff. The Roundtable was chaired by
Steve Lee, Director of the CCFPD. Both Ministers were also present.

The NGOs were asked to present their views and assessment of Canadian government's policy and
the situation in Nigeria. They were also asked to address the capacity and the role civil society in
both countries could play in helping the Nigerian people restore the rule of law.

In general, the NGOs agreed with the government's policy on Nigeria. They suggested however, that
the government take a proactive approach by supporting Canadian NGO activities which enable
communication between the civil societies and which could result eventually in putting an end to the
human rights violations.

To this end several policy options were identified; that,

o as currently two parallel courts have been set up, one judicial and one military, the Canadian
government consider supporting the CBA and the CLA in establishing links with the
judiciary in Nigeria. This would assist the judiciary in both countries exchange information
and expertise, and assist the Nigerian judiciary in their efforts to return the country to civil
law,

o the government consider asking Desmond Tutu, who led the last fact-finding mission to the
prisons in Nigeria, to conduct a sermon at the St. Giles Cathedral on the Sunday prior to the

New Edinburgh meetings, and,

. that the Canadian government consider persuading the CMAG members to request a second
tour of the prisons in Nigeria.

In addition, that,

° as suggested by the CLA which is willing to be actively involved in the process, the
Canadian government consider negotiating the potential for hi-level mediation between Shell
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Oil and the Nigerian government. Shell may be persuaded to offer economic opportunities
and to help reverse the environmental degradation in the country. This could be offered in
return for several demands including fair trials for detainees and an amelioration of
conditions in the prisons,

o the Canadian government participate in the CLA meetings at the end of May 1997 in an
effort to explore ways in which the Canadian judiciary can better work with their
counterparts around the world and in Nigeria in an effort to help resolve the judicial
situation,

J the Canadian government support the request of the Nigerian judiciary for impartial
international observers at the upcoming Ogoni trials of the remaining group of 18 detainees.
This would be done by assisting those who have volunteered to attend by facilitating the
issuing of visas etc.,

o the Canadian government consider issuing a minority report if a consensus is not reached at
the New Edinburgh meetings, notwithstanding the polarization between Canada and the rest
of the Commonwealth countries and the cultural sensitivities surrounding the discussions,

D the Canadian government support the creation of a web-site for several reasons, including
fostering linkages between groups involved in and interested in Nigeria in an attempt to
collaborate and coordinate activities, countering disinformation by the ngenan government,
keeping the issue on the front page, and engaging Canadian youth,

o the Canadian government support the work being done by the Canadian and the Nigerian
judiciary by facilitating the supply of lap-tops to enable Nigerian lawyers to get on-line legal
advice in general, and especially during trials.

In turn, the Commonwealth NGOs committed themselves to greater communication and
coordination amongst themselves in order to be more effective, networking with Nigerian civil
society through their own associations and encouraging training programs and student exchanges
in fields that Canadian expertise is recognized e.g. constitutional issues, public legal education,
sensitivity training, fact-finding and judicial ethics. As well, the NGOs committed to actively
engaging other Commonwealth countries civil societies in continual and regular dialogue.
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SELECTED CCFPD REPORTS FROM 2000-2001

- Terrorism
Report from the Roundtable: The New Face of Terrorism. CCFPD. October 26, 2001.

Summary Report from the Roundtable: The Impact of September 11 on International Relations and Canada’s
Foreign Policy. CCFPD. November 27, 2001.

——————New-Diplomacy
Report from the Conference on New Diplomacy: The Development of International Law. CCFPD. April 5-7, 2001.

The New Diplomacy: The Global Compact and United Nations Institutions. CCFPD. July 14-15, 2000.

Report from the Conference on ‘New Diplomacy’: The United Nations, Like-minded Countries and Non-
Governmental Organizations. CCFPD. September 28, 1999.

Repbrt from the Roundtable on Just War and Genocide. CCFPD. December 8-9, 2000.
Report from the Ottawa Roundtable for the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty

(ICISS). CCFPD. January 15, 2001.

Summary Report from the Roundtable on Afghanistan: Governance Scenarios and Canadian Policy Options.

‘ Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding
CCFPD. October 12, 2001.

Nile Waters Management and Links to Conflict Management and Food Security in the Horn of Africa. Tag El
Khazin, Subsahara Center. July 3, 2001.

Report from the Roundtable: Judges and Peace Operations. CCFPD. March 9, 2001.

Renewing Partnerships for the Prevention of Armed Conflict: Options to Enhance Rapid Deployment and Initiate a
UN Standing Emergency Capability. Peter Langille, Global Human Security Ideas and Initiatives. Fall 2000.

Report from the Roundtable on Expert Deployment to International Peace Operations. CCFPD. September 12,
2000.

Canadian Peacebuilding in the Middle East: Case Study of the Canada Fund in Israel/Palestine and Jordan. Tami
Amanda Jacoby, University of Manitoba. Fall 2000.

Les enterprises canadiennes et la consolidation de la paix. Jean-Francois Rioux, Francisco-José Valiente, and
Christian Geiser, Université du Québec a Montréal. Le 31 octobre 2000.

New Directions in US Foreign Policy
Report from the Denver Roundtable: New Directions in U.S. Foreign Policy. CCFPD. November 2, 2001.

Summary of Key Point From Presentations and Discussions: Foreign Policy Trends in the U.S. Roundtable. CCFPD
and the Institute on Global Conflict and Cooperation, University of California at San Diego, California, United
. States. March 20, 2001.
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Summary of Key Points from Presentations and Discussions: The Washington D.C. Roundtable on Trends in U.S.
' Foreign Policy. CCFPD and the Woodrow Wilson Centre, Washington DC. April 2,2001.

Summary of Key Points from Brief Presentations and Discussions: Foreign Policy Trends in the U.S. Roundtable.
CCFPD and University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. April 12, 2001.

Summary of Key Points from Presentations and Discussions: The Toronto Roundtable on the Bush Administration’s
Foreign Policy - Challenges and Implications for Canada. CCFPD and the Munk Centre, University of Toronto,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. May 18, 2001.

Halifax Roundtable on US Foreign Policy. CCFPD and Saint Mary’s University, Halifax, N.S.. June 15, 2001.

— - ——Nueclear Weapons-and Small Arms-
UN 2001 Conference on Illicit Trade of Small Arms in All its Aspects: Briefing and Discussion. Wendy Cukier,
Coalition for Gun Control. December 19, 2000.

The Ottawa Group Report on Small Arms, Light Weapons (SALW) and Non-State Actors. CCEPD and Centre for
Defence Studies. November 7-8, 2000.

Ballistic Missiles Foreign Experts Roundtable Report. Emie Regehr, Project Ploughshares and CCFPD. March 30,
2000.

NATO-Nuclear Weapbns Roundtable Report. CCFPD. August 24-25, 2000.
Small Arms and the OAS Roundtable Report. CCFPD. April 28, 2000.

. Examen des récentes initiatives gouvernementales et d'ONG concernant les armes légeres et évaluation de leur
éfficacité: proposition pour un indice de sécurité individuelle (ISI). Frances Gaudreault et al. été 2000.

Globalization and Firearms: A Public Health Perspective. Wendy Cukier et al. Fall 2000.

Borders
Perspectives on the Borderless World: Issues for Canada. Heather Nicol and Ian Townsend-Gault. Fall 2000.

Technology
Privacy, Sovereignty and Technology Roundtable Report. Marketa Geislerova, Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy
Development. March 23, 2001.

Children’s Rights
Children and Violent Conflict: Meeting the Challenge of Diversity. Erin Baines, Dalhousie University; Barry
Burciul, University of Toronto. Summer 2000. '

Business and Labour

Canadian Corporate Contributions to Democratic Development and Citizen Participation in Developing Countries:
Recommendations on Identifying and Supporting Corporate Efforts through Canadian Foreign Policy. Darin
Rovere, Centre for Innovation in Corporate Responsibility. September 26, 2000.

Canadian Firms, Canadian Values. Canadian Business for Social Responsibility. May 2000. .






Law
Canadian Council on International Law 29" Annual Conference - Policy Options Paper. Kim Carter et. al.
December 2000.

Africa
Summary Report from the Roundtable on Good Governance and Africa. CCFPD. October 25, 2001.

Rebirth of the Somali State: Policy Options and Programme Opportunities for Canada. Partnership Africa-Canada,
Som-Can Institute for Research & Development. November 3-4, 2000.

Sudan Civil Society Symposium. Sudan Inter-Agency Reference Groﬁp. June 5-6, 2000

Report from the Ottawa Nigeria Roundtable. CCFPD. March 20, 2000.

Asia-Pacific
Report from the Roundtable: Good Governance and the Philippines. CCFPD. March 16, 2001.

Decentralization and Challenges to Unity: Report on the Indonesia Roundtable 2001. Centre for Dialogue, Simon
Fraser University. April 19-21, 2001.

Democracy and Identity Conflicts in Asia: Identifying the Issues for Canada and Multilateral Institutions. University
of Toronto-York University Joint Centre for Asia Pacific Studies. March 2001.

Report from the North Korea Roundtable. CCFPD. January 22, 2001.

Report from the Burma and Drugs Roundtable. CCFPD. May 15, 2000.

Europe :

Report from the Roundtable Living Together: Sharing the Canadian Experience. Marketa Geislerova, Canadian
Centre for Foreign Policy Development. March 28-30, 2001 (Banff, Alberta) and June 15-17, 2001 (Larnaca,
Cyprus). :

Report on Cyprus: Living Together in the New Century Roundtable. CCDPE. February 14, 2000.

Americas
Workshop Report: Canadian Media Coverage of the Americas. FOCAL. March 2, 2001

Canada, Indigenous Peoples and the Hemisphere Roundtable Report. CCFPD. March 23, 2000.

Canadian Voices: The Americas. CCFPD. Fall 2001.

Threats to Democracy in America. Max Cameron, FOCAL. March 3-4, 2000.

Report from the Roundtable on Canada-Cubé Relations. CCFPD. January 18, 2000.

Culture ‘

Commerce international et diversité culturelle: & la recherche d’un difficile équilibre. Ivan Bernier, Université Laval

and Dave Atkinson. 2000.

Circumpolar Issues
Roundtable on Northern Foreign Policy: Feedback and Look Ahead. CCFPD. February 5, 2001.
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Foreign Policy Research

Gendered Discourses, Gendered Practices: Feminists (Re)Write Canadian Foreign Policy. Claire Turenne Sjolander,
University of Ottawa; Heather Smith, University of Northern British Columbia; Deborah Stienstra, University of
Winnipeg. May and July 2000.

Visit www.cfp-pec.ge.ca for more reports and other publications.










