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s NI of the most interesting ' yet under the apparent dead level of a
of the schemes of .our!stagnant observance of the forms and cere-
Church is the French!monies of the Romish Church there is a
Mission. The extensive ficld j bubbling up to the surface of signs which
of Jabour opened up for us !shew that there is a little life below. In
among so large a population |some places Bibles are carefully kept out
of our fellow subjects in'of sight as furbidden books, conned over
Lower Canada would, it|in sceret and doubtless sowing seed to ripen
might be thought. stirup the into fruit hereafter. Intercourse, too, with
members of our Church to exertions in | Protestants has dispelled some of the preju-
some degree commensurate to the magni- | dices which have grown with the growth
tude of the task set before them.  For this  and strengthened with the years of many,
is emphatically a Home Mission. Nolonger jalthough from the inconsistent lives of
now confined to the French parishes, in lmany nominally professing a purer form of
which formerly they” lived almost exclu- | belief, the good that might otherwise have
sively, and in which the utmost difficuity . resulted has not been obtained. It must be
was experienced in reaching them, the lon the young more than on thosegrown up
French Canadians are moving off in large , that Chri~tian influence may be expected to
numbers to the Fastern Towuships, their | exert its full powers, and on them must the
sottlements in these growing up :xlongsidc!hopcs of a reformation be pluced.  Iivery
of those of other nationalities. 1t is true exertion should be used to bring to the doors
that even there they gather in aroups lof our French fellow subjects the blessed
forming themselves to some extent iuto! Gospel, that their eyes may be opened to
islated communities, living in the town-'see its essential purity and simplicity, and
ships, but searcely forming part of them. | the mass of error and superstition which has
Under these eonditions, although they are grown up arvound it, and has destroyed
not so favour.ble for Missionary cfort as : almost every vestige of its original beauty
might be desirable, they em be reached and truth.

with much less difficulty than formerly,|  As a Church, what are we doing to oc-
and the Gospel may be circulated among Leupy this field of labour 2 Ilave we at all
them without the risk of personal violence [ reahized our duty, the incumbent duty.laid
to the colporteurs which they had to fear j upon us in this matter? Ilave we given
when entering the parishes in which the | proof that we are in earnest in our prayer,
priesthood held exclusive sway, and in'¢ Thy Kingdom come”™? When appeals
which ignorance of the truc character of Pare made for aid to send the Gospel ubroad
Protestants left room for a belief in their | to the heathen, the stereotyped phrase with
diabolical mission and belicfs, so stren- jmany is: attend to those at home first
uously iunculated on the French Cama-ibefore you send missionaries to the ends
dians from their earlicst infancy. Numerous lof the carth with which we have no con-
influences have al<o been atwork leading to jcern. Moo ofien this is but a mere excuse
doubts in the mind of the hwditant as to | tor doing nothing, for getting rid of what
the thorough sineerity of the priesthood ; and | is looked upon as a vexatious demand upon
although not ripe to receive and acknow-!the purse, and as an casy way of politely
ledge the Gospel message in its purity, or {refusing to contribute to any agency for
to throw of the shackles of a faith, of |spreading abroad the knowledge of the
which many have begun to entertain doubts, | irith.  If we believe the truths in which
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we have been brought up, and feel it our
duty to inculcate them on others, what
possible reason can we have for declining
to assist this Mission? If we limit the
word neighbour, to its narrowest meaning,
who can with more truth be called our
ncighbour than those who live amongst us,
and with whom we cannot help being
brought into contact in business transac-
tions nearly every day? Who can more
correctly be called our neishbours than
those who have formed a part and parcel
of United Canada, and who ure hereafter
to form an integrai portion ot the new
Confederacy ? To Lower Canadian and
Upper Canadian alike the appeal for help
from thosc ready to perish comes with a
strength which there should be no resist-
ing. As Christians, we are bound to at-
tend to the ealls; as brethren we dare not
say in the langzuage of Cain, ~ Am T my
brother's keeper?”

But, to take a much lower view of the
subject, and yet oue which cannot be iy-
nored, the welfare of the country cmphati-
cally demands that light shall be et i
upon the dark superstitions which hold the
French Canadians as in a grasp of iroun.

By the influence of the Romish Church, o
large portion of the population is kept ina .
state of ignorance which has to an incalen- .

Lable extent retarded the growth and mast

unfavourably affected the prosperity of the !
The grinding taxation imposed
by the ceclesiasties has, particalarly in |

country.

new scttlements, so disheartened the vie-
tims of the system, that the best workmen
and most desimable part of the population;
have sought abroad for redicf from the
weighty barden.  Carrying into the Tonn.
ships the old coclosiastic.l laws which pre-

watled in France before the finst Revolution,
Protestant and Roman Cathelic have equal-
ly suffered, the latter dicectly. and the for- !

mer, althouzh indirectiy. not iess certainly.
These vexatious hmposts are awzkening a
spirit of inguiry as to their rusanableness,
and shaking the belief of th= flocks in the
sincerity of their pastors.  Sciftinterest s,

doubtless, a poor foundatinn on which to -

work, but if it apen a way to appreach

those who have in a great measure been

hitherto unapproachable, should the oppor-
tunity be allowed to pass unimproved ?

At the last collection for this Misson |

scarcely onc-fifth of our congremations re-
turned to the Convener any reply to the
circular, or made any sizm that they had
attended to the injunction of the Syned,

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

by giving even the smallest sum for the
purpose of sending the Gospel to thoese who
living within the sound of its voice, have
never been privileged to come within its
influence. Fur years the Synod has enjoined
an annual collection and have brought
before the Church the importance of' the
work. When it was announced that from
want of funds the services of the missionary
who had laboured long and faithfully would
require to be dispensed with, the members
of the Synoed declared with one voice that
oven were it necessary that they should
individually pay the suw required to retain
him™ they would do it, rather than allow
such a stigma to rest upon us. But to
* what extent did the Congregations support
| them in this resolve?  The statement we
have made will show. Ieavy responsibi-
« Jitics have been incurred by the Synod's
" Committee in the faith of the promises
i made and trusting to the liberality of cur
adherents.  How are these to be met. for
there are not funds sufficient provided ?
Are the meents for the diffusion of the
Gospel who have been engagred by the Com-
mittee to be ailowed to suffer, or is it
Cexpected that the Comumittee individually
are to pay them, in addition to giving their
cares, their Jabours and their time in the
work in which the Church should decwn it
" a privilege to emmge? We cannot and
will not think that the adherents of our
Church will accept of cither alternative,
nor that they will act so unworthy a part
! as to suffer the one party to lase their just
recompense. of the other to pay meoncy
which, it yiay be, some can il spare. On
these Congremtions which have not yet
_ contributed.—and they furm the largest pro-
. portian of the whele,—we would urge the
duty of at once taking steps to remedy past
neglect and of sending such assistance 2+ will
nat only cnable the Commitice to retain
| the <ervices of these already engaged. but
{ of extending the work and putting it in a
proprer state of cfficieney. A\ very trifiing
sun: from cach would do this ; an amnunt
, which would never be missed at the end
of the year from cvery member and adher-
. ent of our Church would provide funds that
, would relicve the Conmittee of the anxicty
. they now suffer.

1

]
We have reccived from an csteemed
i correspondent in Scotland several commu-
nications, which have, however, arrived too
! late for insertion this month.
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FULL and frank discus-
sion of the points at issue
between those who urge,
and those who oppose a un-
ion of the different branches
of the Presbyterian Church,
is most desirable. The views
of the large number in the
Free and United Presbyte-
rian Churchcs in Scotland, who have spoken
~trongly in support of this step being taken,
we have given at some length on “several
cceasions.
Fraser of Inverness, who spoke on the op-
posite side, will be read with none the less
'utcrcst when it is remembered that he was
for some yearsone of the most influcntial
sninisters in conucction with the Free
Church in Canada. At the Free Presby-
+ery of Inverness, lately, when the question
+f Union came up for discussion, he moved

: series of resolutions of which he had given
aotice at the September meeting. They are
1= follows :—

1. ¥ That, however desirable on  various
zroands the union at present under considera-
tian may be, it ought 20t to be formed by re-
unancing, reducing, or putting in abeyance the
restimony of the kingly prerogative of Christ
«ser nations, which the Free Churel of Scot-
2and has hitherto borae, or the principles as-
serted throughout her listory, and in the
ducumnenis entitled ¢ Clatm, Declaration, and
Protest' of 1842 and the ¢ Protest of 1843,
concerning the duties of civil goverament to
the Chur ch and of the (hurch to the cirvil
govermmnent.

2. % That it is highly inexpedient to abandon
the advantazes that have acerued fram a cen-
172l sustzatation fund for the Chnstian mnis-
2r3, or to induce a scheme of oplivnial connection
with such afund.”

\Ir Fraser smid—Doubts in regard to this pro-
sectof union have breen growing in many mands
siat hace long biesitated to expresatlem: and
20 onc needs to be ashamed of sach hiesitation,
wwhen it has beea grounded on 2 Sense of the
samnase  responsibility  connected with this

schiject, and on a disinclination to interpose
=hile the commitlees were engaged in :‘cl:bﬂ'-
ation. Yot this sitence bas pmbablv misled
some men of inficence in the Charceh reganding
the real sentiments of a large pmpo.‘xion of onr
winisterial brethren. Do Bachanan, in the
1ate General Assembly, promised that thore
shnauld be no © harry or hard driviag,” aad pro-
sreded o say—* Ia time of war, when richly
iaden ships kave to be convered acrass thesexn,
e armed vessels tat grand them pest regw-
iate their speed, not by that of the fastest, hiat
oy that of the slowest smiler ia the ficct.” ¥
make no ehservation cn the politencss of sach
a sisititade applicd, as W next sexience of

The speech of the Rev. Donald !

the speech shows, to men who have  honest
difficulties and doubts ;" but I venture to say,
that the whole fleet, including the armed
vessels, our ccclesiastical men of-war, may yet
have cause to thank those honest doubters,
whose slow sailing gives time to re-consider
and correct the cotirse. The points on which
I would make sugrgestions are—one of principle,
the other of high Christian prudence. On the
first, I beg to remind the Presbytery that the
duclrinc of the civil magistrate in relation to
Christ and the Church is one that has been
much aud deeply stadied in the Church of
Scotland. It i5a doctrine, too, that has been
expressed and rannot now beleft indefinite, be-
cause it is an integral part of our testimony
for the hingly prerogatice of Christ.  Mark, in
particular, the views of this Church at the Dis-
ruption period  Qur Claim of Righis ends
with a prarer. ¢ that God would give strength
to His Church lo endure resignedly the loss of
ihe temporal henefits of an Establishment, . . .
and that, in His own good time, He would re-
store 1o them those benefits, the fruits of the
sirugples and sutferings of their fathers in times
past in the same cause, and thereafter give them
grace to cmploy them moare cffectually than
hitherto they bave dane for the manifestation
of Nis glory.” The Protest of 1842 contains a
firm asccrtion of ¢ the right and duty of the
civil magisteate to maintain and support an
establishment of religion in accordance with
Ged's word” It sceins to me melzancholy to
find such prayers forgotten and such assertions
withdrawn, 1o all intents and purposes, hefore
2 quarter of a centary has passed. 1t s such
sLifty poiicy as this that destrors the moral in-
tiuence of Churches. I bave been auxious to
sec what can be sai d for the Free Church Claim
of Rights in view of the proposed union. Mr.
Marmaz Dunlop, M.P.—than whom no onchas a
better Tight to be heard on the point—address-
ing lumsrlf to this question in the General As-
scm!-ly, appears merely (o have said, that the
union cannot affcct our Claim, or put any
techinical or legal obstacle in its way. # We
do net give up wur Claim by our connection
with others™  Rut I ask, where are * we " after
this ugion? In whom docs the Claim reside
after the vods that made it has been swallowed
up in a new body formed of several Churches ?
No Church, after such 2 umon, could present
the Claim of Rights. Docs it thien Topose in
jadividuals—the Distuption ministers, for cs-
ample 7 Aad will it expire with them ? fettsr
o sax at ance that ke claim of rightls isat an
end, and is only 10 be preserved as a docamens
of same histonical interest.  1am not ashamed
to saz thas, whithersoever others arcdnfng,

siand 01 the Chareh principlesof Dr Chalmers.
Befare a cammitice of e House of Commans
in 1837, Wit geveat and wige man sid—% We
af the Free C .areh ate not Voluniatics, and |
confess to ye 3 that 1 shasld lnok with a sigh
tn the demali: va of the frametwork of cither the

Seaichar b !.::i.s’x E<tablishment. 1 believe
there is not a b~ix in Chrisicadom which gives
such 2 strang stimeny i faToas of the prin.
cipleafang stablishment as the Free Churchof
Scatland” The question Iwlween ©s and the
Usited Presbhriesian Chureh has Leen alleged
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to be reduced to the mere matter of Church en-
dowment by the State.  With all deference, 1
do not believe it. - The moneyed endowment of
the Church is but one of the advantages of its
establishment ; and it will not be denied that
the Uunited Presbyterian Church isunwilling to
contemplate any cstablishment or even official
recognition of the Church by the State. That
Church has not yetin any way accepicd the
# Articles of agreement ~ of the juint committee;
but even though it had, those anicles lay down
the magistrate’s duty to the ¢ religion,” not to
the ¢ Church,” of Christ. 1 have always spoken
with sincere regard and respect f the United
Presbyterian Church, and try to co-operate
with its ministers and members in cvery goud
word and work. But this is a question, nut of
personal regard, but of public duty. And I
hesitate about the upion, because the United
Presbyterian Church is not in harmony with
ours—has not the same ideal—disvwns the
rationalism which we cherish—and aims at the
aggrandiscment of dissent. It issaid, and truly
said, that the signs of the times urge the union
of cvangelical I'resbyterians. But surely we
ought to take notice in what form we are ac-
sailed by the ambition of ecclesitstics whose
plans and hopes are no lunger concenled ; and
we ought not, in an old, humegencouns, Preshy-
terian country like this, to abandon all hope of
uniting the cvangelical faith and fervour to the
dignity and stabili'y hat are linked with a
recognised national position.  And if yeu louk
abroad ovef the mapidlychanging aspects of the
nations and kingdoms, the signs of the times
will bid vou abandon no truth that has heen
delivered to vou regarding the Christian calling
avd duty of Governments. My persaasion is that
the principles which the Free Church maintains
have not nearly doae their work or reached the
acceplance and iuflucnce to which hey are
destined.  The second suggestion | propose re-
fers to the Susientation Fund.  This fund is
ithat which cnables us to extend our Church
throughout the land, aud o give it the forn
and steadiness of an Ectahblished Church. A
plan of compremise belween our sysicm and
ihat of the U. P. Church has been proposed,
which Dr. Buchanan aciually chamcterised in
the General Assembly as  onc of many indica-
tions that there is a Haud siranger and a Wis.
dom higher than our own guiding ou: course.”
We can Eandly be ox;ecied to criticise so divine
aplan. But Lonly atlade ta this as an insiance
of the greally exaggerated tesms in which
special Divine countenance hasmone than ence
been claimed for ingenious detices of men,
Qther points of grent momceat hate beea louck.
«d clscwhere, esprcially that «of iniegrity of
doctrine.  Bal 1 am net going le give eredence
10 suspicions and surmises, when we have an
avotwed adhrrence to thie Confessdon of Faith,
And 1 close with saving, that whileuol opjmscd
10 the conlinmance of negotiatinn, 1 do nat
conceal tmt { Lave little favaarfor the projmsal
in its present shape, becasse it scems lo me an
inadrquale anc-tided solutien of oxr National
Chasch probless, and what it dors if l0 dmaw
us 1510 the groote of detmacracy. and amway from
e digmity and steadine s ol anancent hastoris
<al Chrrch.
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The Congregation of St. Paul's Church,
in this city, have commenced work on their
new church, and we have been given to
understand that the foundations were se-
curely laid during the past autumn. The
design of the church, which is very beauti-
ful, was prepared by the lute lamented
Frederick Lawford, Esq., whose partner,
Mr. Nelson, in conjunction with Mr. Hog-
kins, is to take architectural charge of the
work. The building will be of Montreal
stone, with Ohio stone dressings. 1t will
be of sufficient capacity to hald a thousand
persons without galleries.  The outside
cost of the church will, we undcrstand, be
£15,000, towards which the Finance Com-
mittee have in hand or in trustworthy sub-
scriptions some £11,000. It is proposed
to postpone the crection of the upper por-
tion of the tower 6 25 to avoid that bane
of new churches heary debt. We cannot
doubt that St. Paul’s Congregation, which
has been ever liberal in its contributions
for Church purposes, will prove itsclf worthy
of its high reputation on this occasion.

We have reccived a communication from
Woodstock, calling attention to the anxious
desire felt there for the serviees of a Min-
ister.  The population is stated to be six
thousand, a comfortabie Church and glebe
being erceted, and now standing cmpty for
wanl of a paster.  On the matter bang
brought before the notice of the Preshytery
of Lundon, within whase jurisdiction Wood-
stack lics, there ts no doubt they will attend
toit.  Wewould remind our correspondent
that all statements must be accompanied
by the siguature of the swriter, not neces-
sarily for publication, but as a guarantee
of their correctness.

Themanagers of the Temporalitics’ Fund
request us to express, their gratification,
in regard to the liberal contributions sent
in to the 1 M. Contingent Fand; and
whilst they acknouwledge with much ples-
sure, the generous response on the part of
many congregations to the Syned's eall for
a collection in aid of the fund, they wonld
remind thase who have not yet contributed,
that although the list for pavinent of the
January allowanee is zow being completed,
it hiaving been intinated by some of the
managers of congregations, that a wmare con-
venient scason fur taking vp the collection.
or subseription, will be in the beginuing off

. the new year, any contribution intcaded for
i
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the half-year, ending 31st December next,
and speeified as such, will be thankfully re.
ccived and entered accoidingly.

We must take this opportunity of remind-
ing our subseribers, that our publisher has
Imnded us his account for the past year, and
that a very Jarge balance appears at our
dekit.

We are most unwilling to intrude our
compluints, at this season of festivity and
enjoyment ; but we hope that, the hearts of
our subscribers being warmed with beve-
voleut feelings to all their fricnds, they may
be led to remember our necessities.

If the paper is worth reading, and we do

our best to make it so, we ought to have ;

double the number of subseribers.
Will the ministers kindly suy a good
word for us? they have it in their power
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by so doing, to raise the paper to astandard
of independence.  The paper is nuw sent
free to all our ministers. The managers
have fondly hoped, that, not only would
our people sustain them, in the bare es-
penses, but that a large sum might be real-
ized from the profits—to be devoted to
Christian euterprises, such as the Lay
Association contemplated, when the paper
first appeared. :

We sincerely wish one and all of our
readers the compliments of the season, and
many happy returns of happy days.

We would ¢all atiention to the advertise-
ment by the Leonard Scott Publishing Co.
v of their terms of subscription for the fée-
cices and Blackiwcood for 1867, -These
* are works which should be in the hands of
all who can afford the subscription; which
{ is very moderate.

Hcos of our Elure.

a—

Lames’ Frescu Misstex Assactatiov—The
annuai meeting and sale of work of the Montreal
Ladies, Freuch Mission Association in conncc-
tion with the Church of Scotland, was hield .n
Wednesday, the 191l ult , and, considering thie
stormy stale of the weather, was very well at-
tended.

The tasteful mottoes upon the walls and the -

many arlicles suitable for Christmas presculs
upon the tables, added much to the appramuce
of the room.
of the Syood’s Commitlee, presided. On the
platform were also the Rev. Mr. Geepp, Minis-

ict of the French Church Rev. Messrs., Paten,

Fraser and Campbell, and J. L. Morris; Esq.
ARer the mecting was apened, an interesting
teport was tead and adopted on bLehall of the
Ladics, and at intervals during the cvening
addresses were delivered by the Chairman, the
Rev. NMessrs. Campell, J. Frasger, and Paton.
A very pleasing part of the entertainment was
the siging of several hymns in their own lan-
guage by seme of the Freuch children who were
preseat. There was also a table well supplicd
with refreshments.
The foliewing is the report:

REPORT.

Your Committee, in submitting their Annual
Repert at the termmination of the thind year of
their laboure, are pratificd to be able te state
thae by God's hlctsing the objecis which thig

Association was designed 12 canry ounl have -

been fteadily kept in viewx and promoticd dunng
the rear, and they trest thal they have bovn
able by their cforis to 2id the Syrod’s Commil-
be in the presecstion of heir work.

The Rev. Dr. Jenking, Convener -

AL the cammencement «f the 3ear the ladies
' of the Assaciation were cheered and enceura-
god by the great success which attended hair
annual sale of work, held on the 13th inst, by
which over 3215 were realized after paying all
exprases,  This fund, with a balance on hand
of 74 o, was thus available for the carrying on
of the work. Stated meclings were eld dur-
ing the year. The day school fur French Cana-
. dian children in connection with the Dorchester
Sirect Church has bern, as formerly, ably mana-
ged by Miss Vernicr.  1t§ expenses have been
" defraved from the funds of this Association.
The attendance kas varied with the soason of
the year. During the summer months it was
swmall, but it has Iatterly increased to tweaty.
Besides this regular dag schowl, Miss Vernier
teaches (Wice a werk in a Toumn in the Quchee
Suburbs, wlhicre she haca class ufsicteen pupile.
There ave thus beiween thiny and forty chil-
dren ynder in<riction, and, in view of the in-
creased numbers and importance of e school,
Miss Vernicr's salary has wen angmented dus-
ing the year.  Ia the month of March last yaur
Commitice invited the mesmnbers of the Dorckies-
. ter street Church 1o meel them al a sacial
soiree, which was givesn in onder to afford e
Seaed's Commiliee an apportunity of intreduc-
ing o them the Bre, Mo Gorpn , and after bis
asrival as Minister of the Church the Commitice
had much pleasure in kanding tothe Treasurer
of tle Nrnods Commitice the sum of §100
lowands e payment of ks satary. Your Come
witter, aving lateis beard that Mr. Charics
Downdict bad been sent 1o Quecn’s College,
with the view of fitting bim o7 the work of tho
i Nissian, kave resolved lo astist in carvring out
- this desiga.
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In conclusion, your Committes hope and be-
lieve that they have done a good work. Their
field of labour is not large, and their work to
some may seem unimportant. They occupy but
a small corner of the great vineyard, but the
day of small things is by no means to be despi-
sed. Itisfrom themn that great things grow,
as the mighty river flows frum the spring. If
the work is small now, it will be large some
day ; for error and supersition will yet be swept
away. The time is coming gradually but

surely when men shall no longer say, “ Know !

the Lord, for all shall hnow him, from the least

to the greatest ;" aml as God fultils his plans by
human agency, connecting this small beginning
with the great end, who can tell how importaut
in that day this work will appear? Your Com-
mittee are therefore satisfied to go on with
paticnce and perseverance, doing the work
allotted to them. From the Synod's Commitice
and from the pastors of the Church they have
received both counsel and sympathy, and they
now submit their report, consecrating what
they have done to God, and hoping for his
blessing.
Respecfully submitted.
AL MORRIES,
Sccretary.

TREASURER'S STATEMENT.
Balauce on hand ... .. .... S74 69
Prececds of sales, subscrip-
tions, &cooovnln R 358 20
S442 89
Cr.
Teacher's salary and school
CXJONSCSen « covnnnonanen Stan 92
Synod Commitice. ... ooenee 100 01
Expenses of Soiree in Dorches-
for strecteeeeae e, 6 00
Balance ot hand........ eee. 145 97
$442 89

PresavrERy oF Gurnri.—The Presbhytery of
Guelph net on Thursday the 29th November,
in St Andrew’s Chi:ch. Sederunt : Rev. John
Hogg, Moderator, George Macdonell, Robert

Camphell, and Jas. Thow, ministers; and Messts. |
' winter has been arranged to_take place as fol-

David Allan and John Rose, ruling ciders.

Mir. Campbell having resigned the clerkship.
Alr. Macdoucl!l of Fergus was appointed in his
stead.

The principal business before the Preshytery
was the final considemation of the call from St
Gabriel St. Church, Moatreal, to Rev. Mr.
Campbell.  There appeared as a commissioner
from Moutreal Jas. Roberison, Esq, aund as
commissioners from the kirk session and con-
gregation at Galt, David Rintoul and Wi,
Oshorae, Eeqs. The commissioners haviag
been hieard, Mr. Campbell intimaied his accept-
anee of the call, sutyect to the control of the
Presbytery, at the same time stating that e
would be almest glad if anything should oceur
to prevent his separation from lus preseat ar-
Gently attached Hlock. The vote being taken,
(translate ar nnt translate,) the Presbrtery
unanimonsly declared translate, and Mr. Camp-
beil was accordingiy inctructed to obey the
orders of the Presby tery of Montreal in regard
to g induclion into 82, Gabriel St Church.

*
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to the translation, they expressed regret st
being obliged to doso. Yet the interests of
the Church as a whole seemed to demand it,
and particular interests must yield to the gene-
ral good. Montreal being the most important
centre of the Church, and offering wide scope
for professional exercise, the Presbytery felt
that they could not refuse to allow Mr. Camp-
bell ‘o throw himself into the labours of so im-
portant a field vhen he expressed his willing-
ness to do so.

Mostrear Hoxs Missioy Scugve.—The report
for the year of the Presbytery of Montreal's
Home Mission Scheme, of which the Rev. Dr.
Jenkins is Convener, shews that in the begin-
nmng of the year regular religivus services were
provided for the long neglected congregation
of Laprairie; the Rev. John Balmain, a licen-
tinte of the Church of Scotland, having been
cugaged during the months of March and April,
hi< services being given with great faithfulness
and acceptance.  Early in May, the Rev. John
Barr, a licentiate of our church, was appointed
to the station,and in August last was regularly
ordained as a Missionary to labour within the
bounds of the Presbytery, with special reference
to Laprairie. The Committee cannot speak in
oo high terms of his services, his labours hav-
ing been attended with great and, it is hoped.
lasting good. The cagagement extends to
April next, but hopes are cntertzined of its
renewal.

Mr. E. Mallen, Student Missionary of Queen's
College, has also been cmployed, his field of
labour bring St. Louis de Gonzague. The
Committee had great reason to be satisfied with
the resulis, 2nd they confidently look forward to
the time when the state of the fur 1s shall war-
rant its permancent occupation.

In August last, the Presbytery appointed the
Rev. John Balmain as Missionary in the city of
Montreal with special reference to clerical duty
in the hospitals, and other public chariiable
institntions. The cost of this appointment has
been undertaken by a few friends of the church
in Montreal. A scries of ncctings for this

lows:

Hemmingford, Monday, January 7th, at 61
pm.: Russclltown Fiate, Tuesday, January
Sth, at 61 pan.; Georgetown, Wedeesday, Jan.
9th, at 6§ p.m.; Beechridge, Thursdar Jan.
1oth, at 6§ p.m. Deputation.—Rev. Josiua
Fraser, Messrs. Jas. Croil and J. L. Morsis, wi'h
the Ministers of these Charges.

Reauhiarnois, Monday, Jan. 14th, at 6 p m.;
St. Louis de Gonzague, Tucsday, January 154,
at 11 aam.; Chateauguay, Wednesday, Jan.
Toth, at 11 aan.; Lachiue, Thursday, January
itth, at 7 pan. Deputation.—Rev. Andrew
Paton, Messts. J. Croil and W, M. Rlack, with
the Ministers of these Charges.

Dunder, Tuesday, January 20th, at 11 am..
Elgin, Wedaesday, January 30th, at 1! a.am..
Abic!stane, Wednesday, January 30k, at 6]
pan. . Huntingdou, Thursday, January 31st, ar
T pan.; Ormstown, Friday, February 1s;, at 7
pm. Deputation.—Rev. Dr. Jenking, Messrs

! John Greeashiclds and Jas. Croil, with the

At the same time that he Presbytery agreed | Ministers of these Charges.
i



TIIE PRESBYTERIAN.

Laprairie, Monday February 4th, at 11 a.m. ;
St. Matthew's, Monday, February 4th, at 7}
pan.; St. Gabried Street, Tuesday, February
5th, at 74 pan. ; St. Andrew's and St. Paul’s
(in St. Andrew's Ch.) Wednesday, February
6th, at 73 p.m. Deputation.—Rev. D. Ross,
Dundse, Mr. Croil, with the Ministers of these
Charges.

Chatham to be arranged for by Rev. D. Ross,
[N

A collection will be taken up at the close of
each of those mectings in aid of the Presby-
tery's Home Mission Fund.

The Committee would respectfully urge upon
the members of our congregations the duty of
rncouraging by their presence and contributions
these Meetings, and this work.

Jous Jexgiss, D.D., Conrener.

MNzeesovrsg.—The Annual Social Meeting of |
the Sabbath Scholars of St. Andrew’s Church, :

Melbourne, C. E., wus held lateiy. By invita-
tion from the Rev. T. G. Smith, the scholars
met in the Manse where they parteok of a
plentiful and admirably served tea, besides a
warm welcome from the pastor and Mrs, Smith
whose cxertions to make all happy were evi-
dently appreciated.  After tea they repaired to
the church. where addresses were delivered by
the Rev. Mr. Smith, Mr. Robert Thowson, supe-
rintendent, and Mr. Hubbert of St. Francis
College. Mr. Thomsou nlso read the annual
report which showed a gratifying increase in

numbers and contipued interest in the work of ;

the school. Twenty of the scholars who had

!

not been absent a single Sabbath during the |

year received each a book as a prize. When
this system was first adopted about three years
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sud other gentlemen. A general feeling of
regret was manifested at the contemplated re-
moval of Nr. Smith to another field of labour.
By the cexertions of tle ladies, tea and cakes
had been provided for the guests; and during
the evening a sclection of music, under the
superintendence of Mr. Brywmuer, added to the
interest of the evening's proceedings.

Vavvasee Dosation 70 QueeN's CoLLEGE
Lizranry.—Charles Low, Fsq., of Montreal, has
sent 1o the library of Queen’s College 2 com-
plete set of Blackwood's Edinburgh Maguzine,
from the first number, published in April, 1817,
to the last numbwer of the year 1853. It is the
Edinburgh cdition, and comprises 74 vols, in
superior binding. This munmiicrut contribution.
joined to a previous donation by the same gen-
tleman, puts the college in possession of an en-
tire series of the magazine.

Currcu Senvice Society.—The Church Ser-
vice Socicty of Scotland. ata recent meeting,
appointed  Principal  Sunodgrass, Professor
Mowat, and Rev. Robert Dobie, of Osuabruck,
acorresponding committee for Canada.  Fight
members of the socicty are clergvmen in
Canada, and other accessions are expected.
Through the corresponding committee it i3 pro-
pased to circulate the publications of th society
with the view of exciting o deeperinterest than
now prevails in the order of divine service, and
the most profitable mades of conducting it
Clergymen desirous of joining the society, are
requested tosend their names.and subscriptions
to the Hev. . Dobie. Woodlands, P 0. The
annnual subseription is five shillings sterling.

Deata or Aln. Joux Poor, Marxpay —It is

Uowith feelings of regret that we have to record

ago only one scholar came up to the required

test, althougit onc or two were only one, and a
few were only two Sabbaths absent. it may
afford a hint 1o other Superintendents who
complain of irregularity of attendance. Dur-
ing the cvening, the Rev. Mr. Smith was pre-
sented by the scholars with three very hand-
some volummes, and Mrs. Smith with o very
valuable book, 25 2 tohen of the estcem in which
they are held.  The classes gave a selection of
hymas at intervals. singing with great taste
and harmony.

On the 2ith altime, after the wsual prayer

Cand settled in Markham.

wmeeting, & congregational meeting was beld -

«a the Chaurch, Mr. Douglas Brymner in the
chair. The Rew. Nr. Smith informed
congregation that he had reccived a call
from the I'resbyterian congregation at Fond-
du-Lac to become their prstor, which he felt
consirained to accept.
of the conprregation had cexpressed their regret
at this determination, a scrics of resolutions
were agreed 1o, and ordered to b transmitied
to the Presbyters of Quchec, which in sub-
stance stated that, while their csteem and
their anxicty for him to remnin among thon
were in no degree diminished, they did not fecl
Justified in opposing his removal.

On the 26th, a farewell meeting was held in
- the Town Hall, Richmond. Mr. Robert Thom-
son was cailed to the chair, and addresses were

the @

s

After the members |

the death of Mr. Joln Pool. who died 2t his
house, Sth Coucession, Markham, on Fridar.
2ud of Navember. at the age of 63 years.

The deceased emigrated to Cannda West
from Dun.fiiesshire mare than thirty years ago.
At an carly peried
he cutered fate full communion in the Church
of Scolland, of which Le was always a wanm
and irue fread.  Ilis loss is deeply delt by
every member and adhereat of St Audrew s
Church. Markham.  Abont nine yemrs since.
aud under the ministration of the Rey. James
Gordon, e was asdained as clder, which posi-
tion he Bieid up to his death.  He also formnny
years Hlled the positicn of superintepdent ove:
the Sabbath-school @ manifesting o lively inter-
estintraining the Young: and his many counscis
10 parcuts and guardiaus, will ever be remem-
berad.  He was not easily impressed Hy crafti-
ness, or earried away with new-fangled sclicmies
and notions of reformation.  He had no confi-
dence in any MeAsUTe or Means not connccted
with, and not serving to cause wen to fecl their
need’of the Gospel.  Without gaile, he spake
as hie thought and felt, in the honest sincerity
and fulness of his heart; yet he ever spoke it
so tenderly, ag to assure those addressed that
ke spoke it in love. llis prayers at the family
altar, and in the social meeting, showed a
happy acquaintance with the word of God, and

’ afforded cvidence that he himself felt that he

}

was in the presence of ilis Infinite Majesty.
No man stood higher in the cstimation of all

delivered by ministers of variousdenominations ! good men for his devotedness to everything that



had for it3 object the advancement of the Re-
decmer's kingdom.

His last hours, though hours of extreme pain,
he endured with fortitude, and directed his
time and thoughts to the things of eternity.
The large assemblage which met to conduct
his remains to their last resting place, bore
evidence to the high esteem in which he was
held by those who knew him.

He leaves a widow and a young family to
Iament his loss.

PRESENTATION.

A meeting of the Ladies of the Congregation
of3t. Andrew's Church, Peterborough, was held
on Monday, the 17thult, for the purpose of pre-
genting their Pastor, the Rev. D. J. Macdon-
nell, B. A,, with a bandsome sitk gowan.  Mrs.
Robert Denyistoun was requested to preside,
and on behalfof the Ladies of the Congregation
presented the gown, and read 2 suitable ad-
dress, 1o which the Reverend gentleman re-
turned a feeling reply.  This pleasing and ap-
propriate gift cannot fuil to be highly gratify-
ing and enconraging to that Rev. gentleman
in the discharge of his arducus pastoral duties.

It is the intention of the Ladies of this Con-
gregation to hold a Bazaar during the month
of March next.

ERECTION OF A NEW CHARGE.
At Balsover, the 28th day Nov., 1846,

The which day, the so called North-Eldon
adherents of the Preshyterian Chureh of Cana-
da, in connection with the Church of Scotland,
met within St. Audrew’s Chureh, with the
view of erecting themselves into a distinet and
independent congregation, according to intima-
tion duly gicen from the pulpit to that effect.

After divine service was conducted by Rev,
Messrs. D. Watson and Johu R. Ross, the fol-
lowing mations were submitted to the meeting,
and passed :

I. Mr. F. Marsh moveded. second by Mr, Wil- -

liun Gibson, that D. McRae, Esq, act as Chair-
man. Carriced N.C.

¢ 11. Rev. J. R. Ross was invited to be Sccre-
tary.”

pricty and advantages of the step contemplated,
viz ; the organization of a distinct and inde-
pendent cangregation at Balsover, and the
designation to be applied to the same, Mr. F.
Marsh moved. seconded hy Mr. A, Munro, that
a uew and distinet Church be now organized
under the designation of the © Balsover and
Portage Road Congregation.™ Carried.

1IV. The “ Model Constitution for New Churche-
o5 adopted by the Synod of the Preshyterian
Church of Canada, in conneclion with the
Church of Scotland, 1th Sept., 1§47, haviag
been read, Mr. William McReadie moved, sc-

conded by Mr. A. Munre, that the said con- t

stitution he adopted as that of the Balsover and

Portage Road congregation ; which was then
solemnly and almost unanimously agreed to
The meeting was then closed with prayer.

. Dcxcax Merag, Chairman,
Jomx R. Ross, Secretary.

HTL. After n short discussion asto the pro- '
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St. Audrew’s Clurch, above referred to,
which is & very neat, handsome, wooden
buailding, in dimensions 40 feet x 30, and com-
pletely furpished, was erected by Duncan
McRae, Ezxq., at the cost of about $800.00. It is
perhaps the only edifice of the kind in Canada
which possesses the novelty and advantage of
having the door constructed o0 as to open out-
wards. The builder seems to have anticipated
the introduction of the new Act of Parliament
with reference to this. It was presented as it
now stands, a gift, to the Presbytery of Toronto
in 1864.  This act of liberality, or rather of
Christian charity reflects very great credit on
the donor, who though, by no menns absolutely
rich, is a very liberal and warm hearted man,
and ardently attached to the Church of his
futhers in all her forms and principles. The site
of the building was. till 1850, often chosen as
an advantagesus camping ground by the In-
dian race ; and it is to this day surrounded by
a thick forest. It possesses however the supe-
rior advantage of being neaf a thriving little
village, Balsover, which, at some future day,
perhaps not very far distant, will no doubt
atlain considerable importance.

The people, forming the congregation of St.
Andrew’s Church, were blessed, for a period
of no less than 23 years, with divine sersice
i by thelate Rev. John McMurchy, and occasion-
i ally for the last few years, by the Rev. D. Wil-
i son of Thorah. It must he a great satisfaction
! to many friends of the Church in Eldon and
i elzsewhere, to learn that the cause of Christ is
]

i
|

not, at least, retrograding ; but there are
obvions works of advancement and cherished
unprovement, connected with church extension
in this portion of the Lord's vineyvard. Let
us thea learn to persevere, and not be weary
. in well doing, deriving fresh encouragement
and support fram the promise of onur common
Father, by the mouth of his prophet, “ Un-
til the spirit be poured out upon us from on
high, and the wilderness be a fraitful field, and
i the fruitful ficld he counted for a forest;”
aszured of this truth that “ instead of the thorn
i shall come ap the fir tree, and iusiead of the
¢ brier shall come up the myrile tree; and it
i shall be to the Lord fura name for an everlast-
ing sign that shall not be cut off ™

Luectiox or Eipuns,

Mssrs DMcRae and William MeReadie, were
ondained elders of the Chinr~h at Balsover on
v the 13th Nov, by the Rev. . Watson of Thorah.

KIND TO TitY MOTHER.

© At the elose of a heautiful lecture, by the Rev D.
Morrison in Kuog's Church, Owen Seund, on the
¢ subject of the miracle of the waler turned into
¢ wine, the preacher spoke nearly as follows
in regard to the words :—* Woman, what havo
"1 to da with thee, mine hour is not yet come ”
—words which bt showed had a far barsher
sound in the English than in the original Greek.
Let no one point to this as an instance of tem-
per ot want of proper feeling on the part of our
Lord. Let those who would say so look back
to his young life, and scc him going down to
| Nazareth, to be subject to his parents, even

*
. o
4 aels
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when the eyes of the great temple doctors were
turned to him with admiration, hearing him
both asking and answering questions. Or, let
them look forward to the cross, when he was
bearing the weight of a world's woe at his beart,
bow lie still thought of his mother, and con-
wended her in his dying moments, to John,
saying :—* Behold thy mother”—words which
the beloved disciple fully comprehended, for
from that hour he took ber unto his own home.
It is said that the ruling passion is strong in
death, that that which occupied our thoug.hts in
the days of health and honour, shines outin the

dying hour, even when fricuds are forgotten, .

and reason has left her shrine.

Then the |

scholar is away back in 1he academic ball, re- .

citing his odes and working his problems as of
old; the st:tesman is still upon the floor of the
assembly discussing this and that clause of o
new statute ; aud the swordless band of tha
dying soldier is raised to give one wmore cleer
for victory. Yes, the ruling passion is strong
indeath, and if Christ’s dying words are to be so
interpreted, how tender was that affection which
be bore to his mother, how beautiful 1hat obedi-
cace which be rendered to her in their humble
bome. I have seen w mother with tears in ber
eyes, speaking of a beloved son; recounting
with delight the many excellences with which
be was adorned ;: “Oh, my sonis gone, but
be bas left a sweet memory bebind him. My
love was ever amiable and kind, and true ; ab,
bow amiable, so forgettul « f self, so mindful of
me! Never was he the one to give me a harsh
word or coause me pain. e is gone, but his
young life will ever be fresh and sweet in my
remembrance.”  But, oh, what mother or bro-
* ther orsister, could ever speak as Mary could,
as she dweltin fond memory on the child Jesus,
that pestled in her breast, that grew up uuder
ber eye

% Fair as a beauteous tender flower,”

in favour with God aud in favour with man?
In listening to others I bave felt that much of

9

the rapture was due to o wotbierly affection

that willingly forgets what is wrong, and fond-

ly cherishes what is good and fair, and only

what is good aud fuir. But | am sure that in
the case of Mary, there was nothing wrong to

forget, no harsh word to sting her soul, o pain-
ful event to overshadow her memory : and yet
we know that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was
fur from being perfect, that there was much in
her to try his patience, much to grieve his gen-
tle spirit, for she shared in ait the weakuesses
and vanities of her sex: but we know that no

shade of evil temper ever darkened his brow.

or unbecoming expression ever fell from his
lips.  Dear young friends, be kind to your mo-
ther, for whatever may be her imperfections,
she is your mother, and how precious in her
estimation will your kindness be! A lttle self
denial, a few gentle words spoken quictly by
Lier side, will do her good like a medicine, and
will be prized by her at the distance of yeurs.
Dear young friend be hind to thy mother ; let
no har:h word ever grate upon ber ecars, or

picrce ber loving heart, but let your whole life

bea blessing to her, 50 that whether you re-

main with her till she die, or whether you pre-

cede her to glory, or go far hence to another

shore, her every thought of you may be like a

vision from heavea. Be kwmd to thy wother,

my son, not only on her own account, but on

yours, for if there be anything that will grieve
thy spirit in after dags more than another, any

that will follow you with stinging reproaches

to the grave more than another, it isingratitude

to a mother ; coldness, cruelty to ler from

whom you learned your best and holiest Jes-.
sops, aad whose deep concern for your good

would not allow her to be silent when she suw

the Jeast approach of danger. Oh, be Kind to

tay motker. wy son ; and if ever you huve acted

a cold or cruel part to ber in the past, learn to

do so mo more—hasten to cheer her drooping
hoartas you only can, and il her own soul

Wil tweet and holy thoughts that will never

die —0e, never die,

Correspondence.

RULES OF PROCEDURE.

To the Editor of the Presbyteriun.

In scveral recent issucs of your Periodical,
its readers have been treated to communica-
tions from ¢ A. W.” and ¥ W, C. C.,” initials,
which will bear transiation by Synod Roll into
the Rev. % A. Wallace,” and Rev. & W. C,
Clark,” respectively.

To all appearance these letters have ovoked
no reply baving bheen quietly consigned to*t the
tomb of all the Capulets.” Nor would I have
thought them worthy of resuscitation from
such a dusty doom, were it not that both
“ A W.and ¢ W. C. C.” have scen fit to give
a sclting to their representations by drawing

j
|
|
i
|
;
x
i
o
]
i
{
|

[

colours from the doings of the Presbytery of
flamilton. Both subscribers indulge in regret
that the severity of the Synod bad not been
impartially administered, and that the backs of
the brethren of the Presbytery of Hamilton bad
been too leniently spared the smart of the rod.

Differences alter cascs, and the two cascs
sought 1o be compared, will not bear compari-
son, as the following resumé will show.

The Presbytery of Hamilton met on the 20th
December, 18u5—Sederunt, fico constituent
members, (» minister and an elder) and aretired
minister. ** Commissioners from the congre-
gation of Nelson and Waterdown were prescet,
and urged immediate action on the part of the
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Presbytery, stating that otherwise detriment to
the congregation might ensue.,” They further
cited the memorial to the Presbytery of Juune,
1865, which among other things states, that on
the 15th June last, the congregation met by
presbyterial appointment. A numerous and
respectable meeting of members and adherents
took place, when after the usual preliminary
business of appointing a chairman and secre-
tary, said meeting unanimously elected the
Rev, Adam Spenser to be their wminister.”
Bonds for the payment of the minimum amouut
of stipend were on the table.

The action taken by the two members, with
the concurrence and approbation of the retired
minister, was simply to adjourn the meeting of
the 20th December. to the 17th of January,
18563 on the understanding that the different
parts of the service should be performed by
certain individuals, if members put in appear-
ance, and the circumstances dictated an induc-
tion.

I may add the call was sigued by thirty-two
members; the bond, from the Nelson section,
by thirteen responsible partics, and that from
the Waterdown peopie, by fouricen  The Rev.
Mr. Stewar, Hornby, was prevenied from

attending the meeting of Presbytery on the .

20th December by an unprecedentedly severe | Faculty ; Messrs. Cattanach and MacLean from

=now storm, although he started at four AN,

home.  T%e only preshuyterial wctim takea by the

tico constituent memberson the 200h December wes

to cdjuurn—for Wiz, the Preshytery of Hamilton
were censurel 7 they patiently bore the wise
infliction, have not murmurcd, and do not
intend to murmm

Two or three veflections legitimately arise
from tle Procecdings and Acts of Synud in the
case ol the Montroal and Hamiltun Presbyte-
First: That the Presbytery as a whole
ought to be censured, when censure is adminis-
tered. Sccond : That in all cases of discipline,
discrimination is to be used to come at the
object to be attained by the procedure. No
member of Synod attcmpted to show that
cithrr Presbytery was actuated by improper
motives in the action taken. Delay on the
part of the Hamilton Presby tery was a caution-
ary measure—procedurc on that of Montreal,
tnibute to the wishes of the people.  In the case
uf Nelson & Waterdows, a clear majority of the
people, without a single dissentient, had over
their vwn siguatures given their imprimatur to
certain presbyterial acts then in process. The
Preshytery was censured for carrying out the
carnest desires of the people to their legitimate

rics.
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issuc, after the Commissioners had been warned
of the illegality. A majority of the members
of the Presbytery of Hamilton believe, that had
they not done as they were requested to do,
they would, under these hypothetical circum-
stances, have been censured by the Synod, if
members of the Congregation, who changed
their minds so suddenly, and cmbodied such
change of sentiments, and views in the nefarious
document submitted to the Synod, had made

representation to that effect,
Ronert DURNET,

Clerk o Preshytery.
Hamilton, 6th December, 1856,

To the Editor of the Preshyl riun.

Sir,--At a meeting of the Queen’s College Mis-
sionary Association held on the 17th November,
the following gentlemen were elected as the
ofticers of the Association for the current
year: viz., Alexander McBain, M. A., President
Elias Mullen, Vice-President: William McLen-
nan, M.A. Corresponding Secretary ; Joseph
Eakin, B.A., Recording Sceretary; David
Nivin, Treasurcr; Daunicl McGillvray, B.A,
Librarian.  The following gentlemen were
were elected as members of the Exccutive
Committee of the Association: viz.,, Messrs.
MacMorine and Fraser from the Theological

the Faculty of Arts; and Messrs. Nesbitt and

and had actually procceded six miles from | ATmsiroug from the Medical Faculty.

All communications to the .ssociation ase
requcsted to be addressed to Kingston.
W. McLexsax, Cor-8ecy.
December Siki, 18¢66.

We have reccived a letter signed S. E. .
with whose remarks we entirely agree.  This
correspondent thinks that in  the published
lists of our Church there shoulld always be
included thic whule of our Schiems; with th
names of the Treasurer of cach Scheme. Thi-
vmission in the Canadian almanac 15 in the
opinion of our correspondent a great want.
We agree with him.  Whoever gives in these
lists should wmake them as cumplete as possible
hecause they are so wmuach more useful. We
are sure that the publishiers of the almanac
will cheerfully insert all the information if
they arc furnished with it.  We obscerve thatin
the almanac, which i3 really & most usefi!
publication, we receive as much notice as om
ncighbours, so that there is no ground for n
charge of partiality ; and we believe that we
have never been in the habit of getting more
informativa published than we have this year.
Still we may improve in this respect for the
time to come.



THE PRESBYTLRIAN.

11

Arfreles Gommunieated.

D

A MATTER OF GRAYE INTEREST TO
CHRISTIANS.

HE support of the ministry is
a matier in which every
faithful follower of the Lord
Jesus Christ has ~ awep in-
terest. itis one, howev.r,in which
the bulk of the professing Chris-
tian world take no interest, and for
which they scem to care abso-
lutely nothing. This is not well,
and can beg productive of nothing but evil. It is
a sad fact,and not to the honour of Christianity,
that of all professions in the land, the ministerianl
is the most poorly rewarded. The medical me
obtains liberal remuneration for his services,
and lives in cewfort.  The lawyer exacts his
fees, and aspites to the chief offices of state.
The city merchant makes his thousands year-
jiy—frequently before middle-life amasses a
princely fortune—builds a palatial mansion,
and surrounds himself with life's comforts and
luvuries. Even the country dealer, the small
retail storckeeper, by the sale of his miscel-
lancous wares, becomes rich, and counts his
“broad acres” by hundreds or by thousands.
The industrions farmer, too, gets more inde-
pendent year by year.  With the minister it is
otherwise!  Alas! every year generally finds
him poorer, and less able to maintain those
dependent upon him than did the preceding,
until, by reason of anxious care, his attention
is imperceptibly drawn away from his own
peculiar wortk—which, to say the least, needs
for its proper discharge a mind at case—and,
hy and bye, by reason of indigence, brought
«n him, and his, by those for whose highest
good he has laboured, he becomes discouraged
and heartless; and, if still in harness, gocs
wbout his a1ty in a cold, lifeless, perfunctory
manner—a weariness to his congregation, who,
in the simplicity of their hearts, wonder at the
change that has come over their minister, and
2 weariness, perhaps, and a burden to himself.
These dic, leaving their families well provided
for, if not in aflluence. He, a broken-spirited
man, goes down to & premature grave, penm-
less, or, what is more likely, in debt, in spite
of a life’s struggles to ¢ keep the wolf from the
door,” and to give to every man his due! The
wiserable maintenance afforded to ministers as
a class is something passing strange. To

quote from an excellent article on this subject
in the “ Londen Weekly Review,” (reprinted
in ¢ Church of Scotland Missionary Record”
for November,) “ many a mere clerk or ordi-
nary tradesman has a much better income than
what is thought sufficient for an accomplished
and devoted minister of the gospel,” between
whose income and whose status in socicty, we
may add, there is an utter disparity. Aloag
with a call—say fron acountry congregation—
a subseription list for stipend is usually pre-
sented, whose aggregate may nossibly amount
to $40u; perbaps fall short of this minimam ;
and ten chances to onge, this sum may never
be fully paid, for, by reason of cnanges of re-
cidence, deaths, and other causes, there wili
not unlikeiy be a deficiency by the end, even
of the first year, which nobody is bound to
make up. And congregations in some of our
rising towns do not scem to be at all ashamed
to ask the clergyman of their choice to take
the spiritual oversight of them for $400, or,
perhaps, $500 per anunum. In addition to
this, they, in each case, expect the minister
will receive a small supplement—say $150—
from the Board of Temporalitics, though. it
may be, neither of them have ever contributed
1o the funds of the Board. Now, on this very
precarions pittance (how precarivus many can
testify '), doled out, in many cases, more as
alms than wages, a minister is expected to live
aud to dress respectablv—to mamintain his
houschold, and dress and educate his family—
to keep horse and vehicle—to pay servants
wages, taxes, and, in not a few cases, house
rent,—moreover, to shew hospitality as be-
cometh a bishop—to give alms—for a minister,
of all men, mv ¢ be charitable—: 2d to travel
to church courts, x¢. \Whether or not he is
also expected on this to add a few works from
time to time to his library, as food for the
mind, we know not; but this we do kuow,
that if he cannot.do this, he must fall behind
the age in which le lives, and his ministrations
degenerate into a sameness that 1s not fitted to
edify. W should like much to be informed
how, on such a stipend, these things, at the
present price of living, are to be done. Per-
haps some of our goud elders or deacons, or
those Liaving thc management of the Tempo-
ralities of congregations, by whatever name
Xknown, or some of the more active of our
Church members, would tell us—say—through
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the columns of * The Preshyterian”—how it
is possible for a minister, even though this
gmall stipend was fully paid, and regularly, to
do these things ? We have known men who can-
didly confessed that they could not live on their
minister’s income, and yet they seemed to think
it possible somehow that he could! Whata
high idea such must have of a minister—of his
power and ability, as if he were gifted by
heaven with the power of multiplying “ the
meal in the barrel, and the oil in the cruse,”
and exercised the same fur his own benefit!
But allowing, for argument’s sake, that it be
possible for a minister, in some occult, mysteri-
ous way, or otherwise, to do all these things
on his diminutive income~—how comes it that
he, of all men, should be expected to under-
dertake such oncrous duties and responsibili-
ties, as are those of the sacred office, with, for
earthly reward, such a pittance as prevents
him laying up anything for sickness or old
age, or for the snpport of his surviving family
or dearest dependent relatives or friends!

And how comes it, we would further agk,
that while the world pays its ministers—its
servants—with liberal band, congregations,
composed of men and women calling them-
selves Christinns, should set so low a value
on the services of the ministers of the Lord
Jesus Christ? Respect for the minister and
his office arc things very good in their way;
but something more is required in these times,
and, in the circumstances of our Church at
present, than respeet or gratitude.  Such
things are not considered a suflicient return
for the services of others. Why should they
for those of a clergyman?

Speaking  of certain employés of the Pro-
vincial Government, for whose behalf a bonus
had been recommended, a Montreal paper says,
—and such articles arc quite common : “ Some
of them have hiad no increase (of salary) for
Fears, although prices of all articles of domestic
consumption have almost doubled.” May not
this with truth Le said of the ministers of our
Church, three-fourths or more of whom have
nnt only bad 2o increase of salary for years,
but none since the day of their respective
ordinations? Men's incomes usually rise with
increased experience, or with increased prices
of living; but with clergrmen this rule does
not seem to hold good. ILet the markets ad-
vance ever 50 highly, the minister’s income con-
tinues what it formetly was. and thankful may
he be, if. with increased experience, it does not
decrease year by year, as those of ministers in
the country, especially, are generally found to

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

do.  Besides the fact is very much over-
looked, that ministers, unlike other men, can
do nothing by way of improving their conéi-
tion, or augmenting their income. Congrega-
tions demand all their time, and expect their
full services. And they cannot embark in
merchandise, neither become farmers, aor turn
speculators. The Church, in this nineteenth
century, will not even allow her ministers to
become tentmakers; and congregations arc
generally jealous of them devoting a portion of
their time to the teaching of youth. Were any
other class of educated men in the community
dealt with as are clergymen, or shut up, as
are they, to a life of genteel penury, they
would certainly be soon found leaving en masse
their professions or avocations, and turning
their atiention to something clse; but clergy-
men cannot do this, ¢ The vows of the Lord
are upon them.” DBesides, the world—even the
worldly—rich and poor alike, would look upon
such as very worldlings, if not as apostates.
And yet the liberal education which they have
received for the ministry is such as would fit
tiem for filling with credit and distinction
other positions of importance and of trust.

In a country like this, at the present time,
there is nothing to prevent congregations, save
suchasare to be foundin the newer settlements—
which ought to receive help from others—sup-
porting their ministers comfortably. It is assur-
e lly not the ability, but the will thatis awant.-
iig. There is abundance of wealth in the hands
of the members of our Church. Where are mer-
chant princes to be found like those of Scotia’s
sons in our Canadian citiecs ? Where are
farmers so free from burdens, and who live so
comfortably, having alwost everything ¢ within
themselves,” as are our lords of the virgin
80il of this new land?  Shame be to all such,
if our ministers arc not maintained in a manner
to enable them to devote themselves cheerfully,
and withontdistraction, to promote the spiritual
and eternal welfare of those under their charge.
Shame be to such—yen, to all our people, if our
ministers are less able than other professional
mer or merchants, to provide for the present
maintenance and education of their families, or
for their future welfare!

The present beggarly provision made for the
upholding of gospel ordinances among us scems
to reveal the sad fact, that the Christianity of
very many is not of the right sort.  Were ¢ all
who profess and call themselves Christiaas,”
Christinns indeed, then there would, we feel
assured, be no lack for the support of the min-
isters of Christ. Thought of this should excite
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20 self-enquiry and self-examination such of
our people—and their name is legion—who
give for Christian purposes sparingly and
grudgingly. It ought also to stimulate our
ministers to renewed diligence and zeal in
their work. The Christians of Tinnivelly —but
Iately heathen--might put to shame the mem-
bers of Christ's Church in lands long ago called
Christian lands. Not only in the amount of
their offerings, but in the organisation which
they have at work for the ingathering of these,
are they worthy of our imitation. From a
rcent pumber of the ¢ Sunday Magazine,” it
appears that the natives in one district of this
mission contributed duriog the year for re-
ligious and charitable purposes no less than
11368 rupees, nearly S1000—g proof of the deep
interest which these Hindu Christians take in
the religion to which they have become con-
verts. Mav it not be, that such shall rise up in
the judgment to condemn us!

Till the Church awakes to a true sense
of her duaty in this matter, and to a faithful
and conscieuntious discharge of the same, it
cannot be well! No! jt cannot, while Christ’s
servants, as a class, are hept at starvation
point, and the support of their familics is one
continued struggle. While this state of things
lasts, we may expect the Gospel chariot wheels
1o roll slowly and heavily. Than the weaken-
ing the hands and depressing the hearts of
‘Christ's servants by worldly care and anxiety,
the great enemy of souls could desire no scheme
that would more cffectually retard the coming
of Christ'skingdom on the cartl, If, then, the
work of Christ's Church on earth is to be suc-
cessfully prosecuted in this land, His minister-
ing servants must not be defrauded of their
- wages,” but maintained in such a way as may
serve to shew to the unbeliever, that those
to whom they minister, do indeed esteem them
highly for their work's sake, and as the ambas-
gadors of heaven'sking. Aundin speaking thus,
we do not ask for them opulence, but e de-
mand, and in Christ's nane, we claim for them
a compctency, that, freed from harassing care,
they may be cnabled to devote themselves with
beart and soul ¥ to the work, whereunto they
have been called.” If this be not cheerfully
accorded them, we have no tight whatever to
expect God's biessing on their Inbours, be these
ever so arduous or sclf-denying. * Even $0,
saith the Holy Book, hath the Lord ordained
that they which preach the Gospel, should live
of the Gospel.” Said a venersble Father of the
Church (the Rev. Dr. Mathieson) from the mod-
erator’s Chair a few years ago, “ unless some-

“thing of this sort be done (the devising and
‘“ carrying into operation an economy for the due
‘ support of ministers),vou may legislate as you
“ may, for the spiritual welfare of the people
«under your superintendence, you may put
¢ forth the most assiduous eflurts for the exten-
¢ sivn of the Church--you may be zealous for the
‘ conversion of the Heathen to the Faith of
‘ Christ. But your laws will stand inoperative
“on your records—cvidence of a pretentious
“ zeal, and monuments of folly : your college
“ halls will Lz deserted—jyour churches will
“be empty; your pulpits supplied from the
“very refuse of corrupted humanity.” This
language is not, what some may deem it, too
strong. The matter is one of infinitely greater
importance to the interests of Christianity than
may at first sight appear, involving, asit does
the degeneracy of ministers as a class, than
which no greater calumity could possibly vefall
the Church. Perhaps at no former period
were human learning and high attainment$
more urgently required in ministers than in
these our days. On the side of infidelity, are
eulisted genius and learsing. To cope with the
talent and learning arrayed against her, and to
defend her bulwarks against the subtilty and
sophistry of those.who would insidiously un-
dermine and lay her foundations in the dust, as
well as to preachina way fitted to attract and
win the careless and the worldly, “the unsearch-
able riches of Christ,” the church wants—not
men of mean attainments or mediocre talent,
but of ripe scholarship, high intellect and supe-
rior abilities.

To prevent the degeneracy of ministers
as a class, and to obtain such men as she re-
quires,the Church must arise and make a becom-
ing provision for their support. Young men of
ability are not to be blamed if, from the minis-
try and pennry, they betake thomselves to some
of the other professivns, in all of which talent
is more worthily rewarded.  Neither is blame
to be imputed to the parents of such, as parents,
if, meanwhile, they do little by way of advis-
ing them to study for the ministry, though such
certainly are not free from blame, if as Christians
they do not all in their power to remedy the
crying evil, of which we complain. As forsuch
parents who have the prospect of being able %o
give or bequeath their children patrimony, we
know not to what better use they can dedicate
& portion of their substence, or in what better
way they ean serve Christ than by encouraging
some of the members of their families to devote
themselves to the office of the holy ministry.

To make worthy provision for these who
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serve a* the Altar of God, is” the bounden duty
of the Church. Every Christian man and

woman is bound to give from time to time of

their substauce, “ according as God hath pros”
pered them,” for the support and propagation
of the gospel ; and from the discharge of this
Christian duty, n¢ one can with impunity rid
himself.  The duty is one which is adapted
equally to the condition of rich and of poor.
The manner of its discharye is, moreover, an ex-
cellent test of 2 man's Christianity. Let us be
thankful that the test is suchan casy onc. How
different from that of Christians in the carly
ages of the Church, of that of many too, in cen-
wries long after—of Crapmer, Ridley. and
Latimer in England—of Wishart, Mills, and
other noble men in Scotland!

If 2 man knows aught of the first princi-
ples of Christianity, and of redecming love, he
will cheerfully strive to discharge aright the
duty of which we have written. If, onthe
other hand, he is astranger to vital godlines:~his
Christianity bring a mere name, e will give
¢ grudgingly,” and only “ of necessity,” or—it
may be—he will be more cousistent, and keep
fast hold of his guld and his silver, nut acknow-
ledging himself to be * a steward, ' and notre-
cognising the obligation to part with any portion
of his property for such apurpose, an1 say with
the churlish Nabal of old,  Shail I then take
‘ my bread and my water, and my flesh that I
‘“ have killed for my shearers, and give it unto
““men, whom I know not whence they be?”
Such verily shalljhave their reward !

FROM THE WEST.

Tur Presevrery or Tonroxto.

T is gencrally supposed
that DPresbyteries have
“ Bounds: that of To-

ronto, however. is an exeeption.

LExtending  from  Cobourg to
Chinguacousy. it has a frontage

dred miles: how far it reaches
in a northerly direction nobody
knows: to Hudson's Bay, I suppose, be-
yond it perhaps, for 1t is said of one of its
carly missionaries, that such was his devo-
tion to duty, if ordered to the North Pole
he would iustantly have sct out on snow
shocs.  Without orders hic could not go;
and as no onc clse, so far as known to us,
has yet visited that intercsting point, the
story of a Scotchman sitting astraddle of
t, still lacks confirmation.

on Lake Ontario of one hun-
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Up to 1834, the Province was divided
into four Presbyteries,—to wit, Bathurst,
York, Glengary, and Quebee, York, now
Toronto, then cwbraced but six congrega-
tions: Now it has twenty-five scttled
charges, besides organized congregations
and mission stations, representing fully a
fourth part of the entire Church in
Canada. My, Ferguson of Esjuesing, Mr.
Lewis of Mono, Mr. Johnson of Chingua-
cousy, and Mr. Ross of Aldboro,were among
the carly pioneers of Presbyterianism in
this section of country. More recently,
Mr. Lambic of” Pickering 1dentified himself
more conspicuously perhaps than any other
with the interests of the Church of Scot-
land  in this Presbytery. These, with
the exception of Mr. Liewis, have ceased
from their labours, and of them all it may
be truly said that ¢ their works do follow
them.” BMr. Lewis, now retired from the
ministry, resides at Mono Mills: he was
ordained by the Presbytery of Pictou in
1820. Remaining eighteen years in Nova
Scotia, he came to Canada in 183§, at
which time he was inducted to the charge
of Mono in connection with the united
Synod of Upper Canada, the members
whereof, cighteen in number, were received
into conncction with the Church of Scot-
land in 1S40. In the adjacent townships
of Mulmur,Amaranth, Adjala and Caledon.
Mr. Lewis also preached and organized
congregations.  After the fatigue and toil
of 48 years in the ministry, it mustbe inte-
resting for him to look back and mark the
striking contrast, 'twixt now and then. In
this field of his carly ministrations, where
he Jaboured alone—no roads, no churches,
“ no mnothing,” t wns and vilages have
grown up, and the wild wilderness woods
have been converted into fruitful fields.
There are wow five Presbyterian, four
Methodist, and two Ipiscopalian ministers
within the limit of his former congregation.
© A personal visitation of cach congresn-
tion and Mission Station within the Pres
I bytery of Toronto, even in these days of
travelling facilities, is a work of no small
magnitude. It implics a journey of many
hundreds of miles, by all kinds of convey-
ances, over all kinds of roads—corduray,
mud, gravel, macadamized ; traversing rich
agricultural districts; over bleak hills;
through dismal swamps. 1t brings one
into contact, too, with ail sorts and condi-
tions of men, affording ample opportunities
! for the study of human nature in all its
: phases, of every kind and degree. To
!
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record all that might, or even should be
written of such a journey would fill a
volume. A meagre, fragmentary outline
i3 all that present time and space admit of.

Commence we at Port Hope, a place of
5000 inhabitgnts, for beauty of situation
unsurpassed in  Canada.  The town
is compactly built: the houses—of red
brick, mostly—are lofty and flat-roofed,
covering the slopes of a wide ravine, plen-
tifully interspersed with evergreen pine
trees. A symmetrically curved high-level
railway bridge and a harbour alive with
Liake craft add to the interest of the place.

There is no lack of churches, and * the |

kirk™ is well represented.
only organized in 1859, under Mr. Came-
lon, through whose cfforts the church edi-
fice was built at a cost of $3,500; a con-

The charge was

arcgation has also been formed at Knox- -

ville, seven miles inland, and there too a

Elroy. Mr. C. officiates in both each
Sahbath, having two services in the town.
Peterboro. thirty miles to the north, is
reached by railway.
town, and prettily situated. Tts chief exports

sawn boards, representing an annual value
of two mlllions of dollars.  The congrega-
tion is not large. Mr. Roger, its first min-
ister, settled here In 1834 In '35 a
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up as if’ by magic, from the ashes of the
old town. Already it rivals Peterboro, and
bids fair soon to surpass it. It seems to b
a thriving place, wonderfully so, consider-
ing its proximity to the great, erim, charred
and leafless pine forests. Beyond these,
however, i3 a fine agricultural country. Its
population is 3000, and there are five Pro-
testant Churches in the town. St. An-
drews, built in 1863, is seated for 300. It
is particularly neat and comfortable. The
congregation is not large, but, under its
able and energetic minister it is steadily
improving,  Most noticeable, and it is an
cxcellent index to the vitality of any con-
gregation. is the attendance at the Sabbath
School.  Accompanying me through =
laree section of country, at much inconve-
nience and erpense—to himself T fear—
Mr. Muir Jaid me under espeeial obliga-

. tion, which, though a poor return for his
church built on a site given by Mr. Me-

It is a busy little

) .
. wers a Highland welcome.

church was built : an antiquated specimen

of architecture it is: a commodious, sub-
stantial and  comfortable edifice, never-
theiess, though capable of indefinite impro-
vement. A\ little tower or spire: a little
paint : a few trees,that is all that is required :
as for the little matter of finanee, it were a
mere bagatelle.  Mr. Rogers left us in 44
—~the more’s the pity. The dissentient
portion of the congrezation subsequently

valuable  serviees, is hereby gratefully
acknowledzed,  He conveyed me to Brock.
one of our laree Mighland congregations,
vacant at present. who, to their eredit be it
said, turned out in large numbers to an

,evening mecting, though the night was
being ¢ Jumber” 7. e., squared timber and ’

dark and stormy and the roads very bad.
Mr. Harper is not a Hishlander, but he
has learned well the art of giving to stran-
He sent us on
to Eldon, cighteen miles, where a warm
rceeption awaited us at the Manse.  We
lad a good weeting in the Church of
Eldon. Next day, Mr. McMurchy took
me to a mission station of his own nursing

" at Balsover. twelve miles north, The roads

erected a ltarge, handsome church on a !

site not too well chosen.  Mr. Dougias be.
came minister of *“ the kirk” in 1858, and
resigned in *G1. The vacancey has recently
been filled by the indnetion of Mr. G. J.
McDonnell, 2 young minister of high pro-
mise. who, in addition to a collegiate course
in Canada, has had the advantage of
Scottish and continental  Universities.
Steamers ply daily, in summer time,between
Peterboro and  Lindsay, passing through
romantic river and Lake scenery. But,
wind and weather not permitting, we go to
Lindsay by railway.

The larger partion of Lindsay was de-
stroyed a few years ago by fire, a new and
vastly improved edition however has sprung

were had—~chiefly thronghawoods, with here
and there roughly cultivated patches of
clearance.  The little village of Balsover
consists of about a score of houses and
shops built in the midst of a forest of tall
pincs.  Conspicuous is the chureh, a
beautiful little white-painted building with
vothic windows, crected two years ago, at
the sole expense of Mr. Duncan McCrac—
a pillar of the kirk. This man, in humble
circumstances, without so much as letting
his right hand know what his left docth.
has set us all a noble example,—an example
implying. doubtless, a sacrifice greater than
that most splendid gift of Mr. Peabody's.
Is it not as worthy of record? Night cct
in cre we left Balsover. It was dark and
stormy. Rain fell in torrents. The thun-
der rattled over our heads and the flashes
of lightning served but to render the
darkness more visible, and the woods more
dismal. It was Jate that night when wo
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reached the Manse. Ezriy nest morning,
we were on the way to Thorah. ¢ Good
bye: God bless you: be sure and write to
me,” were the last words this waris-hearted
Highland minister was ever to address to
me.  Just one short week from ‘he duy we
paried, the noble heart of the Rev. John
McMurchy of Eiden had ceased to beat.
Without a groun or a strugyle. peaccfully,
with unexpressed words of prayer on his
lips, he puassed from time info ectemity,

lewing o widow and cight children to !

lament their irrepamble loss, and friends,
far and near, to heave a sigh that they shall
sce no wore his happy fuce on carth.

During the greater portion of my stay at
Thorah it mined.  This sudly interfered
with our afrangements.  Pleasant memories
will long continue, however, to be as-
sociated with my first visit to this part of
the country. Mr. Watson drove me to
Geergina.  We had a most iuteresting
drive along the shore of beautiful Luke
Simcoe; and in the pretty litle brick
church in the villaze of Sutton we had a
good mecting.  Semec had comea long way
—* from Euxypt I"—we were toid : whether
so called because a laud of milk and
honey, or of bondage, or of thick darkuess,
was not ascertzined.  Mr. Gordon cheur-
fully escorted e to Uxbridze, tweaty-cight
miles. We halted at Mr. Boyd's for din-
ner. On our way, too, we passed through
a big swamp, and the spot was pointed out
where, some years ago, a2 wmurder. most foul
and unnatural, had been perpetrated. Was
this Egypt ?

The hospitable manse of Uxbridye was
reached in duc time.  Here we rest, and
arc thankful—very thanhful —fur it has
commenced to main; it might have ovar-
taken us in “ Egypt,” where is no shdl-
ter.  iere we come en ground former-
1y gone over, and already deseribed in the
pages of ¢ The reshyterian.”  As there
is little to add to what was then and there
staicd, it will save a deal of time aud uses
I=ss repetition to refer the reader to page
158 of this magazine for 1562, where some
interesting listorical and  statistical notes,
furnished by Mr. MeKRerras, will be found
incorporated with « The Peregrination of a
Lay Delegate,” in reference to Usbridge,
Scarboro’ Markhaw, Pickering, Whithy.
Bowmanrille, Clarke, and Toronta. In
generad terms, it may be stated that, in the
interval more or less progress has been
made in all these plaoes. The beautiful
new church of St Johns™ has been built

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

in connection with the Scarboro’ congreg--
tion, and note thut it has been paid for
by the congregation who worship in it.
Our old fricnd, Mr. Johuston, has acually
built the ** bit kirkie,” at Stouffville, which
five yeass ago heonly dreamed of. A move
lias been made at Markham towards the
ercction of anew manse. A *“ See house™ has
{ been purchased at Whitby ; the debt on
; the church there has been wiped out, and
i instrume.tal music has been inaugurated.
At Bowmanville the manse is completed.
The congregation, it is true, have lost «
ood mister, and may find it difficult to
i fill the place; but his valuable services are
not lost te the Church. By a dosh of the
i pen, then, we shall ship over four weeks of
¢ time, and thus obviate a mass of details,
which, cssentially characterized by much
| Sameness, would in all Yikelihood prove tire-
some. :

About the middle of October we re-
sume our joarney from Torontoe, the eapi-
tal of the West. ¢ The oldest inhabitans”
need not be ey old to remember and point
to the spot where the first tree was felled t >
make room for the first house of the city,
i that has now somc 40,000 inhabitants. Its
history wocs no further back than the yeur
1704, when its site was sclected by Gover-
nor Simcaoe, under the nawe of York——
« muddy littlke York,” naughty people snid,
“ fitter for a frog-pond than the habitatien
of human bein-~.7 It is a finc city now,
in spite of its siee. Its public buildings
are numcerous, and many of them cxtreme-
! ly handsomre; Osgoade Hall, the scat of
the courts of law and equity, is remarkably
sa.  The University, built at a cost of
£100,000, is a noble specimen of Norman
architecturs, and the staff of professors is
said to be worthy of the building. Tle
zlory, howerer, of the city are the chesnut-
trees that line iis streetss To be appre-
ciated, Toronto must be scen in the month

of June. We leave it now.
| Weeall at Narval and Brampton, on the
line of the G. T. R.. and theuce by a vay
slow coach to Calcdon, passing through
i what has been a good countiy, but now
y bears the marks of overcrapping. It was
; Iate and dark when we reached the viliage
St Next  aorming, though not without
some difficulty as to conveyance, reached
the house of Danald McKiunon, and
found there the nsinister of Caledon. After
dinner a mecting was held in the stone
church—rccently finished in a very crediz.
, able  manner—thereafter, walking  two

|
{
i
1
!
!
!
!
!

'
|
1
|
1
'



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

miles across the country to Mr. Henry's,
we were provided by him with a covered
bugey and a good “horse, to convey us
through Mr. Hamilton's wide-spread dic-
cese.  We at once set out for Mono West,
about sixteen miles distant, which we
reached at 8 r.ar.—an hour behind time—
and twere agreeably surprised to find a large
audience patiently awaiting our arrival in
a new log church.  Next day, being Sab.
bath, between children, who had come to
the Sabbath-school, and their parents, the
house was filled to the door. ~ We dined
with elder Pheenix, and proceeded by 2
rough and hilly road to the “ QN Loy
Church” of Mono East, cleven miles,
Here, too. was a full house, and marked
interest manifested. T shall never forget
these earnest faces in the log churches of
Mono. Mr. Lewis, whose name has al.
ready been mentioned as the first minister
of Mono, invited us to his house, shewed
us much kindness; and on the following
day sent me to Hillsboro, in the Township
of Lirin, about cighteen miles distant. The
congregation here, numbering sixty funi-
lies, has not yet a settled minister. Mr.
Strachan, however, has been officiating
amonzst them for the year past with mucl,
acceplance as catechist,  The spirit mani.
fested in the matter of his support, as well
as their steadfast adhesion to the Church
io by-cone days, deserve the highest praise.
Thauks to Mr. Angus McMurchy fur his
abundant hospitality.

He drove me to Qrangeville where, al-
though the adverse claments prevented a
large mecting, we yet reccived much kind.
ness at the hands of the minister and his
amiable lady. Mr. McKay cheerfully ua.
dertoook to forward me to Tassorontio in
his own_conveyance, the distance twenty
miles.  The raads were bad, and the wind
blew cold and searching this 25th of Octa.
ber.  In the much regretted absence of the
minister we were well taken care of by Mr.
McCracken wha lives clase by the church.

Next day the ground wis covered with
smow.  How pure and white does the first
snow of the scason scem ! Alas, a drizzling
Tain soon st in and the beautiful mantle of
morning vanished cre noon. At pan. halfa
dozen of us met in the neat fittle ch ok of
Resemount . we sang an bymu; we read
and prayed tozether: we parted. Thislittle
company, methought, may never meet on
carth azain.  Late next night, a horseman,
cold, wet and weary, alighted at the door
of a village inn beyond the woods of Mul-
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mur.  Whence he came, and what bef-l
him by the way, he thus recorded in his
! note bovk.—
“ Cremore, 27th October, 1866.
“ This moruing, at 9, there drew up at the
{ door of my kind host at Tossorontio twe-
| wheeled spider-lovking thing —a “sulky.’
A small brown pony, sadly lame of a Jer,
occupied the shafts. This was my cozu-
veyance to Malmur. On it, somchow, Mr.
i McCracken and I managed to perch our-
selves and our impedimenta. We had seven
, miles to wo, and an hour and a haif tH
do it It was my first ride on asulky. 1
shall never foraet it.  The limping of our
i pony, and the ruts and logs in the road
. produced a compound motion indescribabiy
peculiar, resembling, more than aught cke
[ could then think of, the dasher of a
churn in viclent agitation. At the Chureh
of Mulmur—an “excellent building and
qu.te new, we were thankful to find a2 wood
fire in the stove and a respectable audienes
assembled.  The meeting over, a conf: -
cnee was held as to the di-posal of the
Church agent.  Nottawasign was twenty
miles off: such roads! Who would voluz-
teer to go? At last there came to the res-
cuc a tall powerful Christian, who said
that if I would 5o “ a-horscback ' he would
sec me half way: for the rest I must talks
my chanc~. I acccepted the offer. We
bdined.  Tivo horses, suddled and bridled,
stood at the door.  Before I bad time t
ak what was to be done with my Lounk,
Mr. Gallagher, passing a strap through iix
handles, swungr it over his shoulder, and
scrambled into the saddle, 1 follwwed his
cxample, and soon found mysclf well-mouns:.
1 ed: lie, ond man, was on * the colt,” and
i he carricd weight.  Following the higk-
{ Way for a miic we then plunged into the
woods. For seven miles our path lay
; through a dense forest.  Here cedar anid
; spruce, there beech and maple, further on,
i great pine and hemlock trecs, 100 fect in
height, shutting out the shy. Now passing
unoccupicd lumbermen’s shantics, again 2
cluster of curioudy wrought deserted [z-
dian wigwams.  Every where the path
was carpeled with richiy coloured autuma
; leaves.  To complete this romantic so-ng--
throughout most interesting—at a turn of
the roxd there st a solitary hunter, his
. Tifle between his knees, in one hand his
fur cap, with the other wiping the perspisc-
, ation frem his brow, resting ‘on the warm
, Tocking carcase of a large and beautifiil
;dccr he had shot, and which, by a bark

i
f
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string tied to its front feet and horns, he
had dragged behind him on the ground for
a mile or more. That was a study for a
Landseer.

At last we reached the clearance and
soon were at the stipulated halfoway
house at Banda. A friend whom we
heped would hence have sent me on had
gone from home; conveyance there was
none to be had. On we rode, asking at
every farm house for a waggon. or os-cart.
a harse, or transport of any kind. Tt wasnot
to be had for love or money. Up to this
point my companion had been cheerful and
communicative to a degree.—1ow he had
lifted up the axe with his own strong
hands and levelled the trees of the forest—
how he had toiled and moiled to support
and edueate his family—how he had added
farm to farm until now he called four hun-
dred bread acres of good land his own—all
thi~ znd much more of his personal history
and backwoods experience he had told. Bat
it was otherwise with us after leaving
Banda.  Coaversation flagred.  An omin-

cael absorhed in his own thoughts,
<t was near: Mr. Gallagher was far {from
hone . he must return that night, and
aione. through the dark grim woods. At
last his theughts found uticrance.— Bi
tioliv,” said he, =1 can go no further.”
Ve reined up the herses. 1 dismounted.
Carcfully, politely. he handed me the trunk
that these cight long miles he had borne
Jike a milistone around his neck. 1 fear
my lonks betrayed me while T stammered
out words of thanks.  Was it only in my
owr wicked Imagination. or. was there
truiv a twinkle in that left eve of Mr. Gal-
lazher as. mounting my gailant steed. turn-
itz shortly round. and geatly applying the
spursheeavatierly bade mea “dma ragage !
At all events he twas soon oni of sight, leav-
ing the Church Agent to his weditations
in the mud.  Clearly the remance was at
an end! It strack e forcibly that I had
zot inte a - fix:” the question was, how
1o ret out of i, Instinctively. I picked up
wy trunk and walked, and as 1 walked
imazination pictured —farastern—Mr. Gal-
Tasher scampering homewards though the
Mulmur woods. and. ahead. the sull dis-
tant congmezation of Noltawasaza incvit-
shiz dooed to disappointment on the
WMOTT,
nor how many incfiectual applications 1
made.  Entering at last a tnim little Jog

house, 1 found the family seated round the | tains, on the right by the promonto

© e et ot 6 e e+
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table, and gladly accepted their kind invi-
tation to partake of tempting hot buck-
wheat cakes and a cup of tea. I soon as-
certained that I was in the house of a
Wesleyan Methodist, and “a good Samari-
tan.” ~ Mr. Coleman at once offered to do
the best he could for me under the circum-
stances. He furnished mec a horse to ride
to Cremore, distant only four miles,
where he assured me I would find lodging
at least for the night, and, perhaps, a con-
vevance of some sort in the morning. There
vas no time to be lost; I instantly closed
with the proposal. Stirrups and girth ad-
justed, T tas again in the saddle. My
satchel and other paraphernalia, on the one
side, helped to halance the trunk now sus-
pended on the other. Ounce more my
thoughts reverted to Mr. Gallagher.  Now
I 7clt for him, and was thankful for past
favours. I was not nearly so well mounted
as bhefore; and besides, such weight as 1
now carried, caused my steed to stagger ai
every step.  Mr. Coleman’s little boy rode
alonzside of me.© More thanonce I feared

ous silenee sueceeded as we rode on moodily © his courage would fail. as we heard the

San- ¢

mournful _screeching of the cat owl in the
woods through which we passed. Wewere
two hours on the road; and it was dark as
Eevpt long before we reached Crewore
here havins scen me safely housed, the gal-

- Jant bov. without a moment’s hesitation or
* delay, set out agmin for his home. I took

. * mine case at mine inn,” ail the more com-

fortably that Iandlord promised before I

" went to bed to send me to Bowmore carly

next morning in a buggy.  Next morning,
however, with a very lonz face, and with
many apologics, he informed me that bis

* bugy was broken, and it would be neces-

sary to proceed on horscback. The dis-

“ tance was ten miles. the reads were vend

S - ——— - g o e dn e

No matier how far ] \mlkcd,]

|

bad, and the weather stormy.

Just then a theught occurred to me. |
quictly went out to the barn, and found, s
I had suspected, that the story of the
broken buggry had been got up expressiy
for the occasion. No matter what fol.
lowed. In a fow minutes it was at the
door. and in five hours we reached the re-
sidence of the late Rev. Mr. Campheli of
Nottawasga. It is a finc country up here
when one zets to it.  The grounds around
Mrs. Campbeli's honse are very beautiful.
and the view, in a northerly direction, ox-
tensive and hizhly picturesque.  In the
distanee, Callingwood and the Geargian Bay.
bounded on the lelt by the Blue Moun
5y of -
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Penetanguishene and  Christian  Island.
The surrounding country is well cleared
and well farmed.” At the present timo it
has the reputation of being the best wheat-
growing township in Canada. The con-
gregation here is large, comprising 250
tawmilies, scattered over 2 wide extent of
country. There are two escellent churches,
about ten miles apart, in which Mr. Me-
Donald officiates on alternate Sabbaths in
Gaclic and English. The circumstances
under which the congregstion was first
organized are thus sct forthin the Records
of the Session: * The Township of Notta-
wasaga was settled in the year 1834 by
emigrants from the Islnd of Islay, Argyle-
shire. To these, at intervals, were added
cmigrants from the north of Ireland and
Cantyre, with a few from other places,
mostly Presbyterians. Owing to the paucity
of mumisters of the Church of Scotland
in Cunada, and the remoteness of
the township, years clapsed before the
people were gladdened by hearing the Gos-
pel preached and being permitted to wor-
ship after the forms of the Church of their
fathers.  Ten years passed before more
than two or three hurried visits were made,
and cven down to the settlement of a
minister onc or two visits 2 year were all
that Presbytery could supply. Even unto
this day are the few visits received from
Messts. Lambic, Ross, MeMurchy, and
Lewis remembered with gratitade ; and a
period of four weeks that the Rev. Ken-
neth McLennan of Paisley, then a cate-
chist, laboured among them was instru-
wental in promoting the taking of steps
towards obtaining a settled pastor. In the
spring of 1333, one hundred and sixty
persons sigmed a petition asking the Pres-
bytery of Toronto to moderate in n call in
favour of the Rev. John Campbell, A,

then assistant minister of St Andrew's |
Church. Kingston: In accordance with -

which the ordination and induction took
place on the Sth of Junc that sear. The
West Church was crected in "1955. In
July, the scrament was dispersed for the
drst time to  sixty-nine communicants.
The East church was built in 1556, when
a session was constituted.”
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On_the 22nd of Scptember, 1864, Mr.
Campbell died, in the 45th year of his
age.  As a faithful and carnest pastor, o
wise and prudent counsellor, an exemplary
Christian, and an accomplished and ani-
abie gentlemen, he had few cquals, and was
universally respected. Over his remajus,
in the grave yard at the West Church
there stands u handsome white marbic
monument ereeted by the sorrawing con.
grezation of Nottawasaga to the memors
of their first pastor. The present incumbent.
Mr. Alexander 3eDonald, a native of
Uist, Invernesshire, came to Canada in
1850, studied at Queen's Collese, and wi-
inducted to this large and importan:
charge in January, 1866. There are
ample materials for two congregations, and it
is hoped that ere long the neeessary stepe
may be taken for the calling and Ziborae
support of a sccond minister.

At this season of the year, Nottawastra
is seen to great disadvantage. Havine
employed two days as well as untoward
circumstances  permitted, 1 very wladiy
availed myself of the Northern Railway
which conncews Collingwood with Toronts,
The distance is ninety-four miles. I have
only to say that the road is in excellem
order, and well equipped. and that. to thi-
northers region of Canada, it has proved
invaluable. Tt has alvo proved the sagacity
of its originator, Mr. Capreal.  No better
cvidence of its value can be adduced than
this simple statement that at Stayner.
ninety miles north of Toronto, wheat was
selling at the time of wy visit for $1.62
per bushei.

The congrezations of Tnuisll and Guil
limbury. Newmarket, King, Weet Kine,
and Vaughan were successively visited. m
under great disadvantages of roads and
weather. 1 had commenced at Port Hojp
on the dth of September. Tt was the aih
of November when 1 reached home: and
here T zratefally. in conclusion, record my
thanks to a kind Providence for preserva.
ton by the way, and to fricnds, CVeTY
where, for their unbounded Lopitality. a-
well as for much cncourszement and cn.
op< ration,

ScorLaxn.—~The case of the Rer. W. C. Smith

“has beea again before the Preshrtery of the | Old Testament law kas been

Free Chareh ia Glasgow. Mr. Smith is charged
with agserting that the Decalegne and the

- - e

Che Churdpes and their Rlissions.

moral law® ate not identical ; that the the whel
in &l its paris
equally fulfilled by Christ, and has therchy
been for ever annulled, superseded, and abro-
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zated; that the New Testament economy is so
far in advance of the Old, that there is more
inwardness, more spirituality, and more tho-
roughness than in the Uld. These statements
were decided by a committee of Presbytery to

conflict with the Bible and the Confession of

Faith, and a retractation of them was, there-
fare, v -quired. The adoption of the report of
the committec was moved by Dr. Forbes. A
counter motion of Dr. Buchanan's recommended
that no further action be taken, Mr. Smith
having already discluimed and rejected the
views which the Presbytery considered these
passages intended to convey. The stronger
motion was carried by & majority of thirty-six
10 twenty-cight, and the case will now go for-
ward to the Svnod and Geuneral Assembly.
Considerable iuterestis felt in regard to the
Jdecision.

A newspaper controversy has been going on
v~tween Dr. Begg and Dr. Gibsen, on the one
s:de, and members of the Tnion Committee on
the other. These two ministers, known as the
leaders of the extreme right of the Free Church
have, it seems, left the committee, on the
ground that it was discussing aud altering the
basis sent down to Preslyteries, before receiv-
ing their replies. This, however, was denied.
-They are both now zealously acting against
the union, and it is felt that if such had been
their intention from the first, it was scarcely
right to join the Union Committee atall. Great
a.flcrences of opinion are expressed in Presby-
teries of both churches, but it is expected by
mary that when the Supreme Courts meet, the
majorities will be large in favour of a practi-
¢able scheme.

DeATn oF THE R&Ev. ARCHIRALD ANDERSON.—
We regret to have to record the death of Rev.
Archibald Anderson, minister of the church
and parish of Crathie. Mr. Anderson has been
i1l for more than a rear, and had been more
than once very much reduced ; but we believe
no serious apprehension of danger wa3 enter-
ained until Sunday and Monday, when he
became gradually worse, and cxpired on
Thursday. Mr. Anderson has been parish mi-
nister at Crathic for twenty-four years, having
previously illed the mission charge at Bracmar.
His clection to Crathie church was baiied by
the parishioners with great cordiality ; and Mr
Anderson continued a hard-working and popu-
iar pastor among them. He was a constant
~isitor, especially among the sick, where often
on sudden cmergencics his medical knowledge,
which was considerable, enabled him to pres-
cribe in cxses where it weuld have beendange-
rous to wait for the doctor, living at the other
cnd of the parish. Mr Anderson had a very
kindly, generous disposition ; and was regarded
with feelings of warm affection throughout the
parish in which le had laboured so long, and
where, we doubt not, his death will be general-
17 lamented. Tt will be remembered that Her
Majesty, & day or two before leaving Balmoral,
visited Mr. Andcerson.

Excraxn.—The Ritualistic controversy to
cxcite much interest.  The Bishop of Glouces-
1er and Bristol, in a sermon, has referred to the
spread of ritualism in very mild terms.  The
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Bishop of Sulisbury has rebuked the well-known
“S. G. 0." for a letter in the Times, in which
he assailed the movement. The Bishop avows
his full sympathy with sacerdotalism, as iu the
Rumish Church, including the priestly office of
sacrifice, &c. Dr. Pusey has written a letter
1o the Z%mes on confession, in which he states
the practice to be very general, though he at-
tempts to make it as unobjectionable as pos-
sible. He dues not state openly, bat implics
that the absolution is now also given. This is
one of the most iusidious furms of the present
movement. The Tunes continues to write vi-
gorously against it, but does not suggest any
measures to be taken. Lord Ebury, in a letter
to the leading journal, is also very douvbtful as
to what can be done. The fullowing impor-
tant passage occurs in the Bishop of Salisbury’s
letter : —* You cut nway in your letter no small
portion of the ground on which the Church of
England rests her protest against the exclusive
claims of the Church of Rume; and so a pos-
sible effect of your letter may be to disaffect
many thoughtful and still attached members
of our Church who have rightly believed that
as the Church of England regnires her bishops,
when they admit deacons to the order of priest-
hood, to use those momentous words of which
I have already reminded you, she justifies those
who have been so ordained in believing that
they have had committed to them the same
powers which the priests of the rest of the Ca-
tholic Church, both in the east and west, have
ever claimed as their inheritance, and to which
the literal and plain meaning of the words
points.”

T.ord Romilly has decided in favour of the
claims of Bishep Colenso against the trustees
of the Colonial Bishoprics Fund. This judg-
m-nt appears to be in contradiction to that of
the Privy Council. * These unforiunate colo-
nial prelates,” says the Guardian, * have lately
been treated like ninepins; to-day they are
bishops stripped of powers and dioceses, which
to-morrow they regain; they are knocked down
by onc judgment only to be sct up again by
another.”

AT the meeting of the Congregational Union
considerable discussion took place upon the
use of a Liturgy. The Rev. Newman Hall made
the following statement :—% Would it be weli
to nssociate the propie more in the outward
utterances of warship, and thus reader it more
thoroughly congregational ? Might we with
advantage have some services cntirely for
praise, thus cultivating the musical taleat of
the congregalion, ard consccrating 1t to the
highest purpose 7 Might not the people be ea-
conraged to take a greater andible share in
prayer also? With this view might some forms
of praver be expedient? Is it not possible to
be as spiritual in the use of a form of nrayer as
in that of & form of praise? As the Liturgical
service of the Ghurch of England is, on the
whale, very seriptural and beautiful, and as a
Inrge portion of our countrymen cling to it
with ali the teaacity of carly and hallowed as-
gpciations, might we not in some Cases use ouv
iherty by introducing at lcast some portions of
i into our service? Arc there not many who
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almire our princ’ples, and enjoy our ministry,
bat who cannot altogether give up the Litur-
gical service they have long loved? Would it
be better to prepare a new Liturgy ourselves,

or to adopt in whole or in part that grand old |

ritual, which is rather the inheritance of ll-xc
universal Chureh than of any one section of it,
and which many reverence as Englishmen
rather than as Churchmen ?"

Dr. Viughan contended at some length that
ibe teaching of the Apostles was opposed to
ritualism, aad said the attempts of ritualists to
fnd some precedent for their. proccedings in
the visions of the Apocalyse would never have
heen made, had not the other parts of the New
Testament been found so little to their purpose.

WorkiNG-CLasses 1y Loxpox.—The Rev. R.
Gregory, in an address to the recent Church
Congress on the condition of the working-
¢lasses, especinily in Loadon, said,—* OF
these not one in fifty comes near a pluce of
worship, and the question is, how to reach
them at all.  He had found a ready access to
them by assisting them in their work. In
Lambeth, where 2 knowledge of drawing was
A great step in a workman's advancement, Art-
teaching had proved very uscful in this respect.
Eat work often feiled or was suspended, and
then tlie problem arose, how to belp the work-
man in his dificulties. 1t s~emed a strange
result that the clergy should become great
cmployed labour, but he had benn induced
1o provide sewing for his parishoners ; and
e plan had prospered to such an extent that
he had become a large army contractor. He
had supplied 160,200 shirts for the soldiers, and
had just taken a similar contract for the
Ralian  government.  Thess plans brought
him into closc and friendly coninct w'ih many
who would otherwise have been quite inacces-
gible. Another good method for this pur-
pose was church tea-parties.  Men and women
sat together in church for years and were ab-
solute strangers to the end. Mo sense of com-
munity, no bond of attachment was feit be-
tween them. The ¢ gentleman heresy’ pene-
ated far down into socicty, and different class-
» much below what was generally supposed,
oad guite aloof from each other. It was n
Freat point to bring them face to face at a tea.
party, and establish at least a speaking and
rodding acquaintance between them.  But not
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a3 4 body, recognised their place as members
ol the Church of Christ, and gave their person-
al service to her causc, instead of —as was now
tn0 generally the cas¢—commuting it, as they
<id i mediaval times, theugh after a different
lashion, for a moner payment.”

THE RISHAT OF OXPORD OX SMALL STIPRNDS.—
Think what it is to have men who Rre gen-
tlemen, theologians, weil-nurtured men seat-
tesed broadceast all over the land, and by a self.
exceuting law put down amongst the poorest
people, in the midst of the tamest scenery, by
the side of the mos: sluggish brooks, where
even, a3 Dr. Arnold used to say, the flowers of
the ficld seem the meanest on the earth. Look
a2 such & system as that, and then say whether,
when you have got so noble a birthright, it
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would not be the greatest fully in the world to
see it dissipated fur the want of a little exer-
tion But if something is not done to im-
prove the position of the clergy, the tenderness
of parents will be continually preventing them
from devoting their children to the ministry
A father may adjust his own shoulder to tiw
galling-collar , but he may tremble at the idea
of placing the snme yoke upon the child that
God has given him. He dues not hnow that
his child may be gifted with the same powers
of endurance , and he will therefure think that
he bad better bias bis mind, pious as it scems,
in some other directiun, lest the burden whick
God has cnabled him to bear should be oo
heavy for the feebler shoulders of his son. 1
will only mention one case to show the hard-
ships which clergvmen have to cndure. A
clergyman in my own diocese, than whom therc
was none more Iaborious, none more simple-
minded, none more devoted; canght the typhus
fever, and sank under it with the rapidity with
wbich he might bave sunk under a gunshot
wound. Afier bis death I found out the whole
story. I bad koown indced that his fumily
wis not rich, for I had taken a bishop's liberty
of sending him help, but I had never known—
for he never let anybody know —what the full
extent of his need was It scemed that he and
his wife never tasted animal food but once a-
week.  He worhed from morning to night. He
was much respected, and he was often asked
to partake of the hospitality of his neighbours,
but he always refused—I never koew why till
after hisdeath. e had however one confidant,
a brother clergyman, who had pressed him so
incessantly to visit him, that he at iast told
him the reason why he declined his invitation.
It was this. He said, “ we find that we can
bear the absence of fuod which is forced upon
us, if it is our invariable rule : batif we goand
dine where there is plenty two or three times a
week, the absolute fecling of stareation on the
other days is such as to interfere with our
labour ; and therefore we have determined to
give up visiting altogether, in order that we
may give ourselves wholly up to w arking for
our God." Thesc are the kind of men whom
we are asked to relieve.  No doubt their noble
and heroic Iabours have their reward, but let
us take care that they do not fail to recrive the
small addition which it is nroposcd to make to

A ! ‘ I . the very small remuneration they already pos-
r:uch could be dene in this war till the laity,

§CsS.

TugLaxp ~The Romish bishop of Ferns has
cstablished a new order in his diocese for a
special missionary work, and taking its name
from Cardina! Borromeo. It is cspecially fo
reforming discipline, and hearing confessions,
and was recently established in Orleans by the
vigorous ultramentane prelate, Dupanioup.
Cardinal Cullen, who scems to keep a supply
of pastorals to hang on cvery peg hie passcs,
has issued one of S Laurence O'Toole. The
introduction is n biography of the snint who
constantly wace a rongh hair shirt, on Fridays,
ate bread soaked in witer and sprinkled with
ashes, and crntianed all night before & mira-
culous crucifix in the Cathedral of Christ
Cbirch. His charities were constant, 800 per-
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sons were supported and eclothed by him for
years, and 200 orphans were maintained in his
house, and, like & recent Protestant successor
in the see of Dublin, he could declare that he
had spent the revenues of the see in charity.
These facts supply their own lessons of charity;
but that is not the Cardinal’s drift. The Esta-
blished Church has been claimed as the legiti-
mate representative of the pre-reformation era.
S. Laurence O'Toole belonged to that era;
« and yet he reverenced the crucifix and loved
to pray before it: he loved the sign of the
Cross; he sprinkled with holy water thuse
whom he wished to heal; he invoked the
prayers of the Holy Mother of God ; he revered
the martyrs of the Church; he proscribed the
heresics of those who went forth from the
Church's bosom ; he loved the Holy see, and
was closcly, bound to it in the bonds of the
Holy Church ; in a word, he devotedly clung
1o all those doctrines and practices which mo-
dern heretics hold up to mockery and derision!
and he anathewatised all those errors which
errors which our modern reformers adopted as
their creed ;° he was even specially favoured
to condemn the Albigenses; and the Arch-
bishop quictly sets down his dilenuna. He is
less fortunate in dealing with another saitt,
for being festively received at Mayrooth the
other day, and reminded of St. Patrick, the
reference to the old legend of the sacred fires
that the aged missionary saw in vision. and
that when they went out were succeeded by
a universal darkness, upon which, in its turn,
a light broke out that gradually increased till
the island was full of light,—that last era, he
said, was dawning; the hght was breaking
from Maynooth. But he forgot that the legend
specifies Ulster as the region where the small
light first rises, and from which it overspreads
the ccuntry ; and that, as actually happened
soon after, an Ulster sect might with more
reason say that the darkness was the Papacy,
and the light the rapid spread of Protestantism
ibrough the settement of Scottish Presby -
terians in tic north. At Maynooth, however,
he proclaimed that the great modern glory of
the Papacy was the encyclical of 1864, and
vented sume passing scorn ou ¢ the false and
visionary theuries of church union with which
some unsettled minds would delade their vo-
iaries, as if Hght cunld be combimed with dark-
ness, and an allinnce formed between Christ
and Belial.”

The need of city missions is illastrated by
the recent report of the Belfast Presbyterian
Mission, wirere 50,000, or a third of the popu-

lation, arc supposed 0 be Presbyteriaus, and

where there are 30,000 Protesianis unconnected
with a place of worship. Though the mission-
arics had been increased from five to fourteen.
they were still quite inadequate to the need
for the town had latterly izcreased in amich
greater ratio.  The subscriptions had been en-
larged during the year, Lwo new agenis ap-
pointed, aud a third was sought for the 500 car
and cab men, draymen, and quay-porters.  In
ore instance, a merchant of the neighbourhood
had associnted himself with the missionary,
fecling that he owed not only n subscription,
but active service to his poorer ncighbours,—
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a truism almost, but so much lost sight of as to
be like 2 new trath. Another society, with the
same object, and existing in the same town,
but unconnected with any denomination, has
also reported its work, which is on a smaller
scale, and marked still more by its inadequacy
to the crisis of the time. The increase of liber-
ality has not been confined to one society, a3
the auxiliary in Belfast to the Hibernian Bible
Society reports that half-crowns arc making
way for pounds, and pounds for five-pounds,
while the colporteurs have sold among the poor
1600 Bibles and 2093 Testaments. The number
of Bible-women is rapidly on the increase, not
oaly in the metropalis, but through the country,
and churches and congregations are now sup-
porting their own. One in connection with
the Presbyterian Church in Derry reports three
agents, and classes attended by from fifty 10
ninety pooc women.

The venerable Dr. Morgan has been presented
by his congregation with 900/, on entering
the thirty-ninth year of his ministry amonag
them. They assigned a chief place in his pas-
torate to the uniform ability and ecfliciency of
his pulpit services; next to his care for the
children, which has long made the schools of
Fisherwick Place a model of their kind, while
they recalled the singular blessings that at-
tended his houschold visitations. This congre-
gation Las long been eminent among the Irish
Presbyterians, and although, within the last
few vears, it has planted through its own mem-
bers three or four vigorous churches, it was
never more prosperous than now. Dr. Morgan.
in his reply, touched on a subject of deen
anxiety to the ministers of all large towns.—
the great change which the altered habits o
life have made in a pastors visits. Owing io
the scattering of the former residents in town
over various suburbs, “what could have beeen
done ir n day in houschold visitation, could
not now be done in & week.”

The sessions of the Presbyterian Colleges at
Derry and Belfast have been opened by verd
remarkable innugural addresses. At Dery,
Mr. Witherow, the Professor of Chureh Histery
chose # St Patrick and his Mission to Irelantd
He treated his life with great freedom, and :o-
padiated the netion that existing church ~1s-
tems of the country can claim his as thir
counterpart; and he took uivantage ofa nwe
so Irish to urge on the students of Ulster the
cultivation of a less local and more natienal
fecling, and the study of Celtic traditions w
well as Lowland Scotch.

@ The want of sympathy with ounr fellww-
countrymen is oune of the great difficulties 1t
we encounter in our cffort to do them goed.
We find it aimost impossible to place ourselves
in their position, and to look at matters irom
the same stand-point as that from which they
loook at them. Their history is not our his-
tory : their felings ate not our feelings ; their
wanls are not our wants. Twe hundred and
fifty years should have naturalised us on Irish
soil, and yet to this hour most of us feei as if
we were only Scots in Ircland.  The memorics
which we clicrish arc those of the land we have
left, not of that in which we were born. This
hias gone on too long. We ought to remembe-
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that Ireland, not Scotland, is our birthplace
and our home. We are not Scots, but Irish-
men. Rest assured that, in the old Celtic tra-
ditions, while there is much to be condemned.
there is much that is worthy of being admired ;
did we understand a little better the various
changes through which the country has passed
during the last fifteen centuries, we would be
better able to comprehend the position of our
countrymen, and to enter into their thoughts”

The address delivered by Professor Watts in

|
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Belfist wns a most ingenious and thorough de-

fence of a learned ministry and a systematic
theolugy, and a happy illustratiou itself of the
bropusition so borourably maintained.

——a

Dgraivsm.—A singular and shocking case,
showing to what lengths a corrupt religion

will lead well-meaning superstitious people,
has lately occurred at Koekelberg, a village

near Brussels.
During the prevalence of cholera, last sum-
mer. a man and his wife were admitted to the

hospital of Kockelberg: the husband almost -

Immediately expired, and it was expected that
his wife, who was in an advanced stage of

pregaancy, would not survive beyond the next -

day. The sister of charity under whose care
she was placed, repeatedly expressed her anxie-
1 about the spiritual welfare and fature state
of the unborn and unbaptised babe. The fol-
lowing day, the death of this poor woman was
the ouly one reported to the doctor. She had
been buried in the course of the night. Enter-
tainiug certain suspicions, awakened by a re-
collection of reporis that had reached him on
two former occasions, the doctor made inquiries
whicii led to his havirg the body disinterred,
and vroceeding to n post-mortem examination.

The result was the discovery that after the
supposed death of the woman, the vicar had
tampered with onc of the warders, and after
giving him several glasses of spirits, had in-
duced him to remove the child, which, being
still alive, he immediately baptised, and it ex-
piresd an hour or two after. For this the halfs
tips operator was rewarded with four francs.
Whether the mother was really dead at the
time. or only in a state of lethargy, appears
moze than doubtful. At any rate, there can be
but une opinion of the barbarous nature of the
pre eeding. The sister of charity has confessed

'
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her part in the matter, and the care of the sick
has been confided to lay nurses. The vicar
alleges in excuse of his conduct, the injunc-
tions of his conscience, and the duties of his
vocation. While suppressing  those details
which are only fit for publication in a medical
Journal, I have thought this mere outline of a
case—which has created great excitement in
Brussels, the facts having been proved before
the Procnreur da Roi, and can scarcely now he
hushed up—should be mentioned as showing
the natural consequence of those doctrines, now
openly preached in England, which exalt the
cflicacy of the sacraments, and hold them to be
essential to salvation.

Geuvaxyv.—The demonstrations against the
Jesuits seem to be increasing in Prague, and,
indeed, in Bolemia generally.  Deputations
have been sent to the Stadtholder and the Car-
dinal to protest against them ; but hitherto in
vain. The latter refused to allow prescription-~
to be made: the former refused to interfere in
ccelesiastical matters.  When the remark was
made to the Cardinal that, unless he gave way,
numbers would turn Protestants, he replied,—
# Those who like to do s0 are at full liberty to
doso; noone will hinder them, and the Church
will shed no tears for persons who treat the
idea of apostacy so lightly.” The idea of going
over (o Protestantism, or. as it is termed, of
return to the old faith of Bohemia, seems to be
making progress in Bohemia, especially in the
north-eastern districts about Koniggratz, Git-
schin, Turnan, where the sign of the cup may
still be seen on thousands of village huts.

Died, at Gullendale, Cape Colony, on the aM1,
Sept. Fanny Hockley, relict of the Iate Rev. W
Ross, Agent of the London Missionary Society .
Central  Southh Africa. During
fourtcen years she was the partner of her heroic
hushand in his labours, perils, and successes.

i She taught the girls sewing, &c., and the youns

men Sechuana and Dutch, baving been an ex-
cellent scholar in hoth langaages. She also
presided at the female prayer-meetings.  On
the death of Mr Ross in 1863, she, broken in
health, retired from the * mission field,” muc!,
to the sorrow of the surrounding natives—(hris-
tian and Heathen—and now has doubtless agai,
been united to Lim in the cajoyment of the
reward of suchas “ turn many to righteousness.’

Articdes Selected.

SHANDOA, THE RED INDIAN.
i

the broad Atlantic, and up
the mighty St. Lawrence,
now surmounting its rapids
by canals, now gliding smooth-
1y along on its calm hosom, ‘we
reach a scries of vast Inkes,
known as Oatario, Erie, and
Huron, whose waters wash the
boundaries of a considerable
portion of Upper Canada. Cross-
ing them in succession, we ar-

* rive at the mouth of the short but rapid River

AILING westward across

St. Marie, which leads us to a fourth lake of
still greater extent than the others, called Lake
Superior.

Lake Superior is truly an inland sea. Vessels
traversing it are long out of sight of land, and
storms blow over its surface, which throw up
waves vying in their angry aspect those of the
ocean. Itsnorthern coasts are composed of dark
rocks, broken into fantastic forms, witk lofty
headlands projecting far into the water, There
arc deep bays and numerous rivers, while many
islands are found at various distances from the
shore. In summer its waters sleep calmly, or

" laugh and sparkle in the warm sunbeams, and
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a luxuriant vegetation springs up wherever a
suil is afforded for its growth. Fizh of many
sorts, of large size and delicivus flavour, abound
in its waters, and at that season it would ap-
pear as if nature had amply provided fur the
territury becoming the abode of man.  In win-
ter, however, the aspuct of the country is com-
pletely changed. The inland sea, lately crisped
uver with sparhling waves, becomes a wide ¢x-
panse of ice, affurding a fitm high road of sote
miles width, along the nutthern shores of which
the Indians, when they travel in winter, do not
fail to avail themselves.

Towards the western end of the north ghore
of the lake, and on the bank of a then frozen

stream, sheltered by a thick wood, a small 4
family of Onbway or Chippewa Indians were

encamped. Their habitations, known as wig-
wams, their only defence against the intense
cold of winter, were of a conical form, the
framework composed of eightor ten long poles
stuck in the ground in a circular form, with a
dizmeter of ten or twelve feet, and fastened
together at the apex or top, where a small aper-
ture was left, to allow the escape of the smoke
from the fire kindled ia the centre. The covering
was formed of the bark of the birch tree, stripped
off in large sheets, and roughly sewn together
and secured to the poles, so as to be perfectly
impervious to rain or wind. In the inside
beautifully woven mats, stained of different
colours, covered the ground, except in the
centre, where the flre was burning. Their
weapons for war or the chase were fastened
10 the poles, from which also lines were extend-
¢d from side to side, to hang up their clothes
10 dry, and to sling the small hammocks in
which the children siept.  Outside, eight or ten
ill-favoured gaunt dogs were prowling about,
three canoes were seen turned bottomn up, and a
lean-to of birch bark, under which a large iron
pot was simmering, showed that the tents were
inhabited. The face of nature was shroudedin
a sheet of white, except where the snow had
melted from the boughs of the trees, and hung
from them in glittering ici¢les, or where some
dark rocks, through which the river had forced
its way to the luke, rosc precipitously above it,
and presented & surface on which no snow could
rest. The party had gone there in the autumn
from the west, for the sake of hunting and
fishing ; but their success had been small, and
their provisions were now running short. A
consultation had been held, and it was resolved
that the hunters should once more go forth in
search of game, aud thatif they returned with-
outasupply, they would then immediately com-
mence their homeward journey, in the hopes that
eir friends would have been more fortunate
than they had been.

The bunters wene forth. The women and
children, with one old man, the patriarchof the
family, alone remained in the wigwams. The
latter were eagerly looking out for the return
of those on whom their existence depended.
At length they were scen rapidly approaching.
O1d Tussac shook his head. * They bring us
but little provision, or they would come on
more stowly,” hie said. °* Bad days are coming
on us.”’  He was right. The tobogin which
they dragged after them carried only one small

deer, affording scarcely food sufficient for more
than two days for themselves and their dogs

« It is useless trying more : our last charge
of powder is fired, We can no longer hunt
game or defnd ourselves against our foes,’
cxclaimed Brave Honri, the eldest son. “The
gpirits of cvil are our fues.”

“ No matter, if the good spirits are our
friends,” observed Shandoa, the youngest son,
to whom the name of Job had been givenat the
Christian settlement of Maunatoatess, on Lake
Hurun, where he had remained under instruc-
tion for a year or more, and had imbibed some
knuwledge of religious truth.  J1d Tussac had,
however, been ill content to let him go, and
sent message after message desiring him 10
return. The missionary had been most unwil-
ling to part with him; for the young Shandoa
had shown that Lie understoud the Gospel mes-
sage, though how far its truth bhad sunk into
his bieart it was difficuit to determine.  An Iz-
dian father's commands were not to be dis-
vbeyed, and Shandor must go back to savage
life and his heathen kindred.

“ At gawn to-morrow we must set forth,’
said Old Tussac; and preparations were in-
stantly made to obey his orders. Indians
transport their goods in winier on sleighs,
which are drawn by dogs, and on tobogins,
which they themselves, or rather their wemen,
drag after them. These were now drawn out,
and any repairs they required commenced—the
dogs watching their proceedings, and then
snenking off, knowing their troubles in harness
were soon to begin. Darkness put a stop 10
their Jabours when their task was nearly com-
plete.

The next morning by-carly dawn the inmates
of the tents were on foot, and every article of
their property was collected and tightly packed
on their dog-sleighs and tobogins, the children
being carried in cases, looking not unlike Egy -
tian muminices, on the mothers’ backs. Insum-
mer the journey overland would have been a
long and tedious one, as there would have been
numerous rivers to cross, valleys to wind
through, and rocky hills to surmount. At this
season the party believed that they could make
a direct course for their destination over the
ice, avoiding the numerous bendings of the bays
and inlets. The sky was clear, aud of an iz-
tense blue,—the beams of the rising sua
sparkled on the snow,—not & movement dis-
turbed the perfect serenity of the atmosphers
when the party commenced their journey over
the smooth surface of the lake. The men walled
leisurely along with their guns or bows in theit
hands, the younger oncs driving the dog-
sleighs, the women following dragging the
tobogins, and carrying their papooses (babies)
on their backs. The children too heavy to
carry or too young to walk, were placed in the
sleighs or on the tobogins. They had provisioxn
sufficient for four days, and there was every
prospect of a prosperous journcy.

The only person who cxpressed any doub!s
on the subject was old Tussac. * Trust nef,
my children, to appearances,” he kept saying;
t the wenther is treacherous, and the spirits are
adverse.” Ile had, he affirmed, been observing
omeng, and dreaming dreams, and his wind
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was troubled. Most of his sons laughed at his
furebodings ; but his youngest, Shandoa, tried
to comfort him, and told him that the white
men did not believe in such thirgs,—that their
God loved mandind, and always wished to do
them good,—and that as he was far more power-
ful than alf the evil spirits put together, he would
not alluw them to do harm to those who trusted
in him. The ¢ld man listened to what Shandoa
#1id as he had never listened before. ¢ Yes, 1
will trust to the white man’s God. I believe
tuat he is good—very good. Itis he that makes
tLe pale faces so powerful, 50 much wiser than
we poor Redskins are.” .

The scenery was wild and grand as they
journeyed on. On tle left hand dark and pre-
cipitous cliffs, often rising some hundred feet
out of the lake,—rocks black and jagged, and
deep indentations, through which a rugged and
sterile-looking country, without a sign that
man had ever made it his habitation ; while on
the right was one uniform sheet of white snow.
Taciturnity is the characteristic of Indians.
They travelled i single file, the stronger men
leading; then Shaundoa, on whose shoulder his
old father Tussac, who followed, rested his
hand; and lastly came the women angd their
bhaggage.

Scarcely a word was uttered except between
Tussac and his youngest son among the whole
party.  Two days’ journey bad been per-
formed,—the weather had perceptibly been
growing warmer. The third days’ journey had
been commenced. Some long traverses had to
be made. Tussac warned his sons of the
treacherous nature of the ice, and advised
them to take a longer bat safer way round the
bays, rather than the rore dangerous but
shorter path across them. But they held to
their opinin that the ice was firm, and kept on.
It was towards evening. They hiad rounded
one headland, and were making their way
across the bay towards another point, to the
cast of which they proposed encamping. The
wind had been increasing, and as they got foom
vader the headland they foand it sweeping
down the bay from off the land. Again old
Tussac appealed to his sons; but they afiirmed
tuat they should quickly get across, and that
no ground for camping could be found on the
shore of this bay equal to that which they had
selected ; and that, moreover, provisions were
ranning short, and that they had no wish to
starve.

They had got within half a mile of their
< stined point when a lond and ominous crack
was heard.  The leaders stopped for an in-
sant, gazing anxiously towards the shore,
ten beckoning to those bebind to follow, they
Lurried towards it.  Alonc the men might
!wve moved more rapidly ; but they regulated
their pace by that of the poor women who
d-agged their loads. Again they stopped, and
titew up their arms despairing’y.  Well may
they do so, for between them and the land a
narrow channel of water appears. They make
a few springs forward, hoping to reach it ereit
is 100 wide to leap across. Already it is too
broad for this,—cach instant it is increasing.
The ice round them in every direction cracks
away. The wind is getting up. Faster and
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faster the ice-floe moves,—it is driving far out
into the lake, where it wlll gradually melt
away, and leave them, as has been the lot of
others, to perish miserably. In vain they look
towards the shore receding from their sight.
Even the strongest knows well that if he were
to swim to the land be must perish in that in-
hospitable region of cold and hunger. No hope
of escape appeared , yet the Red man never gives
himself up to despair. IHis training from his
youth upward prepares him to wmeet death with
passive indifference,—very different from the
furtitude which a true Christian exhibits, from
knowledge of the soul's safety through the
merit of the Redecmer.

1.

The unbappy Indians drew close together in -
the centre of the flue, placing the women and
children in their midst, to shield them some-
what from the keen icy wind, which blew with
still increasing force from the land The faster
the floe moved, the greater the force with whicl,
it came in contact with other floes, which each
time detached large masses from it.  The
smaller it thus became, the more easily it was
moved by the waves, which increased in height
as they drove further from the shore. The
women sat down, shrouding their little ones
in their mantles to preserve the warmth that
was in them. The very dogs crowded together,
no longer snarling and fighting, as if couscious
of the peril to which they were exposed. The
men alone stood up, as i’ to defy the cold and
the death they expected. They conld notpray.
They fancied that their sufferings were brought
about by the influence of evil spirits. They
knew not that the Great Spirit would iisten if
they prayed, or could interfere to save them.

Long they remained silent. Night wag
closiug down on them. Siould they ever see
another morning bieak ? At length a voice
was heard.—it was that of old Tussac, their
father. ¢ Children, I warned you of the dan-
ger which has overtaken us, and you would not
listen to me,” he said, and his voice trembled
more than usual. I warn you again; the way
you have followed is not the right way. Listen
to Shandoa.  He will tell you good thingsabout
the Great Spirit of the white man,—how he loves
us, and will receive us if we seek him.”

The old man was silent,—age had weakened
his powers of endurance. Already he was
fatigued with the journey and chilled by the
cold. Exhausted he sank down on the ice, his
one dutiful son cadeavouring to shelter him as
far &s he could with his own body from the wind.
He called also the attention of his brothers
to the condition of their father, and declared thay
unless they could light a fire and give him some
hot food he must perish  Food they could
give him at once; but for fuel, unless they
burat their sleighs, no fire could be lighted, and
without them how should they prosccute their
journey? Shandoa urged them to light the
tire, regardless of consequences. A hand-sleigh
was broken up, and with flint and steel o fire
was produced. A lhittle dricd fish and meal
with water was heated in a tin pannikin and
given to the old man. He ate a little, but ex-
hausted strength scemed unable to recover
itself.  Life lingered, but it was evidently fad-
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He could only whisper—listen to

ing away.
He will tell you

Shandoa—listen to Shandoa.
good things.”

The children smelling the food, began to cry
for some. Why should it be withheld? It
might be their last meal. Many hours had
pussed, ard darkness had come on. Thesnow
tell fast,—no longer was the shore to be seen.
The floe became more and move agitated ; often
it scemed as if it would split across even where
they were assembled. The wash of the waves
against the edges sounded ominously in their
cars, and ever and anon cawe a crashing and
grinding noise as fresh picces were torn off.
Thus the night passed slowly on. Shandoa,
in obedience to the old man, occasionally ad-
dressed them. lle repeated over and over
again to them what he had told their father.
His own huvwledge was limited,—lic could say
little more. Now and then 2 fresh thought oc-
curred to him, as he remembered some point
which had long lain dormant in his mind.
God is love. (God is merciful and gracicus.
God 0 loved the world, that he sent his only-
begotten Son, that whosoever bulieveth in him
hould not perish, but have cveilasting life.
God is merciful to them that call upon him,
and heareth their prayer. Words like thesc
came into Shandoa’s remembrance, and were
spoken with carnestness.  but the unswers he
received showed that jittle Leed was tuken of
his words. Still an occasional whisper from
the old man—* It is good—it is govd—go on—
go on"—cncournged him to 1voceed.

The morning at length «owned ; the wind
had fallen, bat water was :.ound them, scat-
tered over with masses of .ce, und the shore
was far distant. Their food thcy knew would
only last them for that day : tney had hoped
that morning to reach their hindred. Without
food they could not endure the pinching cold.
A full meal was accordingly distributed, but it
must be caten cold, as their fuel must be re-
served for the night, if they would exist through
it. No peopleexcept those long inured to cold
conld have existed through the day, yet no
werd of complunt was uttered.  The men oc-
casionally walked round and round, to heep
their bluod in circulation ; the woumen and chil-
dren sat huddled togethier with the dogs. Thus
the day passed.  Another meal was distri-
buted- it was the Iast.  They «tiil, however,
had their dogs. By Killing ihem they might
exist for a few days longer, though cachi une
huew that they mught thus ouly prolong their
misery.

The sccond night commenced. It would be
difficult to paint its horrors. In darkuess, the
roar of the waters around them, suffering from
cold and hunger, the Indians awaited their
doom. One vuice unly was heard—it was that
of Shandoa. It proclaimed a great truth:
“ The God of the white man is our God. He
loves us. Let us pray to him; he can save
us.”

“Yes! yes!" whispered old Tussac.
too faint to say more.

The cold increasing, more of the bark with
which their goods was covered and another
sleigh were devoted for fucl. Two dogs were
killed, and their half-cooked carcasses were
devoured; for without food the Indians well
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knew that they could not withstand the cold to
which they were subjected.

A second night passed away, and & second
day dawned. Old Tussac had ceased to speak.
Uis children knelt round him : he pointed to
Shandoa. By a strong ecffort he uttercd the
words, ¥ He speaks truth—hear him.” Then
his arm fell down powerless. By noon he had
ceased to breathe. Ie was the first of the family
to succumb, Who would be the next? or
shouvld they all be overwhelmed together by
the breaking up of the floe ? It seemed now to
be stationary, but far away from land. As the
sun went down the wind shifted to the south-
ward, and a heavy swell came rolling in,
threatening quickly to break up the floe. The
mothers looked their last on their children
before darkness clused over them, convinced
that they might never gaze on them again.
The floe was violently agitated; now it lifted
to a wild billow, now it sunk down again as
the swell passed by it. Night closed in on
them. Some proposed striking up their death-
song, convinced that any instant might by
their last.  Shandoa entreated that they would
rather pray to the Great Spirit of whom hie had
spoken. More dogs had been killed ; but there
was little fuel to cook them. The night passed
on, but it was even more fearful than the
former ones Now one side of the flue was
lifted up, now the other; the unhappy cccu-
pants hilieved thateach instant would be their
Iast.  They couid scarcely retain their places.
all sitting down close to each other. A pitchy
darkness covered them, though ever and anon
their straining eyes caught the glance of the
white crests of the foaming waves as they dashed
over the surrounding masses of ice, which
ground with fearful force against the ouler
cdges of the floe. Shandoa alone occasionally
spoke ; the .rest were silent, preparing 1o set
up their death-wail, when the portion of the ive
on which thiey rested should be at length reut
asunder, and the greedy waves should 1ush
forttard to overwhelm them. Againand again
Shandoz called on them to pray to the God of
the pzale faces,—again he told them that he
was a Gud of love, and urged them to tiuas! to
Lim, and him alone. The youth's words were
sinking into the hearts of his brethren. The
night wore on, and still the massof ice, though
fearfully decreased in size, held together; but
they all well knew that it would not enduae
many hours lunger the assaualts to whicl it was
exposed. Another aud another hour pasz i
It must soon be dawn. The ice received a
shock more violent than any which it had
before encountered. All believed that thed:
last moment had come.

Already some of the men had commencd
their death-song, when Shandoa shouted ont,
“ Land ! land '—the white man’s God has de-
livered us ! They rose to their feet. The
first streaks of dawn swere appearing over the
waters of the lake—there truly was the shore,
the edge of the floc resting on it.  They hur-
ried away, snatching what things they could
collect. Old Tussack’s body remained on the
ice, which by its collision with the shore im-
mediately began to break up, and the part
which bore the remains of the old man whir-
ling round, floated off again into the darkness.
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A portion of their property was saved, and two
of their dogs remained alive. Loading them-
selves, they set off on their difficult journey to
the tents of their kindred, which they reached
in safety.

What became of them afterwards I never
heard ; but it is to be hoped that some at least
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of his brethren listened to Shandoa’s words,
and acknowledged with grateful hearts the
hand which had guided them to the shore, and
tried to learn more about that God whose love
has provided a way for the salvation of the soul
as well as the deliverance of the body, in answer
to the prayer of faith.

Sabbath Heavings.

GOD'S LOVE TU MAN.

§ ILE love of God to man! the
< /. Jove of man to God ! Iow
little understood in nature
or exient the former;
conscquently, how little realiz-
ed in the heart’s happy experi-
ence the latter, this being but
the reflex of that! < W¢ love
Him, because He first loved
us.”  To ¢ perceive ” the one, to be ani-
mated by the other, man must be indwelt
by the Spirit of God.  “ The love of God
is ~hed abroad in our hearts by the Ioly
Ghost, which 1s given unto us.”  Let us
note the terms of the apostolic salutation.
** The love of God ” is made to stand be-
tween “ the grace ofour Lord Jesus Christ”’
and ‘¢ the communion of the Holy Ghust.”
The heart and mind must be brought uu-
der the enlightening and Christ-glorifying
influences of the Spirit, ere God's love is
<cen to find itstrue, its full exponent in = the
zrace of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

God was, as He ever will be, what Tleis
—LOVE. The intervention of Christ in his
work of redemption, did not make Him so:
this was the effect, not the cause thereof.
It was God’s love that gave Jesus, and gave
Him to open a chanuel of holiness and
righteousness, through which it might reach
our sin-stricken world, to meet the deep
nced of its guilty and polluted inhabitants.

In the light of God's mind, clearly inti-
mated, as here set forth, can he discerned
the foundation of sand, on which rests that
coodly fabrie, which man in his wisdom has
reared into a temple, in which to present the
tribute of love to « God of nuturc and «
Godof providence. while ignorant of Him as
*“ the God and Father off our Lord Jesus
Christ.” The worship of this temple is
that of the enlightened age in which we
live; it is the universal homage to God of
religious man, outside of that despised
cirele, which encloses within its sacred pre-
cinets only those who own, as the sole con-
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straining wotive to a loving obedicnce,
“ the love of Christ, which passeth know-
ledgze ;" who recozuize uo other love in God
to man, as capable of begetting lesitimate
Jove 1 man to God, save = the Jove of God
whichis in Chrnist Jesus our Lord.”

The worship of this tempie is ¢ will wor-
ship.” and meets its merited check and
rebuke from the lips of God himself
“ Weo hath required this at your hand 27
It may read its real character in the words
of Ilim who “spake as never man spake.’
“That which is highly esteemed among
men is abomination in the sight of God.”
It bears the braud of the rejected offering
of Cain, as wanting that whereby his brother
“offered a more execllent sacrifiee than
he;™ it lacked the Llood by which Abel,
through believing  appreliension  of  the
braiscd Iuel of the first prowise, pointed,
in the victim which he presented before the
Lord, to “the Lamb slain from the fouun-
dation of the world.”

Viewed in the light of man's latitudi-
wrrian ideas of God and his worship, which
meet us almost atevery point, itis a thought
most solemmn, that the first recorded mani-
festation of God's wrath. outside of Lden,
had rdligivus man for its objeet; and that
the first act of fallen man, meeting with
rejection by God, was a rdigious act;—no
idolatrous zct, but one of homage to, and
worship of; Jchovah : ¢ Cain brought of the
fruit of the ground an offering unto the
Lord.” We have no reason tv discern in-
sincerity or hypocrisy here.  Cain's sin
consisted in this, that, as a worshipper, he
took his stand in the sccond chapter of
Genesis, abnegating the status in which the
sad cvents of the third chapter had placed
him, as a guilty creature, in the presence
of his Creator ; as also the attitude of grace
and mercy in which the Creator had pre-
sented limself to him.  The offering of
Cain had involved more of toilsome labour.
in the sweat of his brow, than that of his
shepherd brother: it was costly in his
sight ; and his crror was, that hie thought
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it therefore must needs be so in God’s sight
too. Have we not these two brothers,
with their bearing respectively towards Ged,
and that of God towards them, reproduced
and objected to our view by our Lord, in
the parable of the Pharisee and the Publi-
can ? Cain was absorbed in the thought
of what he could bring out of the earth to
God. Abel, in the sacrifice of innocent
life, manifestly was taken up with the
adoring contemplation of the substitutional
provision which God had bound himself,
by promise, to send from heaven to man.
If, in the picture held up to us in the
temple, we can_discern the thank-offering
of Cain in the Pharisce, with equal clear-
ness we may discover the offerer of blood
in the publican: © God be propitiated to
me the sinner.”  The quadrupled “Z7 of
the one is to be contrasted with the single
breathing of the name of - God ” from the
prostrated soul of the other. In the
Pharisee’s conceit, ie was the giver, God
the receiver ; with the publican, God must
be the giver, and he the recipient, and the
gift apjrehended to be such as would mect
the demands of God’s outraged justice, and,
at the same time, supply the need and
pacify the conscience of a self.condemned
sinner.,

¢ God, I thank Thee I am not as other
men,” ete., was language which expressed
not more the mind of the sincere, but self-
righteous, and therefore rejected Pharisce,
than it did that of the equally sincere, self-
righteous, and rejected Cain.

How solemn thus the subjeet with which
the Spirit of God would arrest the attention
of man on the very threstold of the his-
tory of our guilty race!
oppressive sadness is brought cn the Chris-
tian’s heart, when he reflects on the num-
bers around him, of whom, as regards their
religious status, it may be said, in language
strong indecd, but expressing nomore than
the mind of God about them, that they are

coing religiously to hell, *“in the way of

Cain;” their back turned on an atoning
Saviour ; worshippers, with Cain and the
Pharisce, in the same temple, at the same
altar, and presenting like incense!

The incense of this temple permeates and
perfumes the atmosphere around ; but its
circling fumes bedim not the cye of faith,
which (as clearly as Judah's captive pro-
phet decipliered the woom of Babylon in
Belshazzar's hall) c.n discern, written on
its temple’s walls, the indignant, burning
words of repudiation: “ Bring wo more
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vain oblations; incense is an abomination
to me.” Oh that the infatuated offerer
could be brought to reflect, that the ~¥sence
from before the door of his temple of “ the
vrazen altar,” with all the solemn transac-
tions of its bloody ceremonics, places him
at his boasted golden altar” in direct
antagonism to Jehovah, whose ordinance it
was, that the “ burnt-offering "’ should be an
indispensable concomitant of that ¢ per-
petual incense ” which was to go up with
acceptance ‘¢ before Him 1"  Oh that Le
paused to read his guilt and danger in the
conduct and fate of him who presumed to
tamper with any of the component spices of
the costly perfume, ¢ the sweet incense ™’ of
Israel’s golden altar, wnich was declared to
be ¢ holy unto Isracl,” “ pure and holy,”
“ most holy,” “ holy for the Lord!”  As
for the perfume which thou shalt make, ye
shall not make to yourselves according to
the composition thereof ; whosoever shall
make like unto that to smell thereto, shall
even be cut off from his people.” “ Ye shali
offer no strange incense,” was a command,
the infraction of which brought immediate
wrath and up ruin on Nadab and Abibu.
Even though the “swect incense,” in its
composition, should fully meet the require-
ments of the Lord, containing neither more
nor less than the prescribed proportions of
« stacte, and onchya, and gaibanum, with
pure frankineense, a confoction tempered te-
gether after the art of the apothecary ;77 yet
in a most striking manuner is our attention

What a weight of

challenged to an allimportant injunction,
the least deviation from which would ex-
clude this “ confectionl from the servie.
of the sanctuary,—placing * flics of death”
[margin] ¢ in the ointment of the apothc-
cary,” causing it * to send forth a stinking
savour,” instead of an aceepted  perfume.”
Observe how the Spirit of God ushers in
this subject to our notice. Mark his most
siznificant preface to the recorded ordinan-
ces of the great day of atonement: ¢ The
Lord spake unto Moses «fter the death of
the two sons of Aaron, wher thiy offered
Lefore the Loid, and died,”—a referenc.
to this event, which embodies inita truth,
by way of solemn caution, to which the
Psalmist afterwards gives this inspired ex-
pression: * God is greatly to be feared in
the assembly of the saints, and to be had
in reverence of all them that are about
im.”

With a censer full of burning coals from
off the altar before the Lord, and his hands
i full of sweet incense, beaten small, Aaron
i
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was to enter within the veil: he was then
to put the incense on the fire before the
Lord ; and the issue of this act of Israel’s
high priest, us regarded himself, was, that the
“clou of the incense might cover the mercy-
scat, that hedic not ;” and, as concerned
the people, that, as by the offerings of the
brazen altar, satisfaction had been made for
what had been displeasing to God, so, by the
transactions of the golden altar, what they
did according to prescribed rule might
meet with divine aceeptance,—acquitted
from guilt by the blood-shedding at the one,
accepted in service in the ascending smoke
from the other. But woe betide the offerer,
whether, as here, on the day of atonement,
or in the daily presentation of the per-
petual incense,” who presumed to generate
that smoke with other fire than that which
had been consccrated to the uses of the
brazen altar !

Presumption such as this we sce in
Korah and his party. V ery observable is
the contrast between their mode of dealing
with the incense, and that preseribed to
Moses and Aaron. Korah's party took
every man his censer, and put fire in them,
and laid incense thercon. "But when © the
plague” is said to have begun, and wrath
to have gone out from the Lord, the com-
mandment to Aaron was: “ Take a censer,
and put fire therein from off the altar, and
g0 quickly unto the congregation, and
make atonement for them ;7" and, conform-
ing to God's ordinance, Isracl's high priest
“stood betwecn the dead and the living,
and the plague was stayed.” Of the cen.
sers of “the two hundred and fifty men
that offered incense?” ¢ broad plates for a
covering of the altar” were made, ¢ to bhe a
memorial unta the children of Tsrael, that
no stranger, which is not of the seed of
Aaron, come near to offer incense before
the Lord; that he be not as Koral and
his company.”

There is * a holy pricsthood” now; yea,
“a royal priesthood,” who, “loved” and
“washed” in atoning biood, have been
made “ kings and priests unto God.” On
every side there are the “sons of Levi,”
too, of whom, in their religious aspecet, it
may be truly said, “ Ye take too much upon
you.”  Let the significant brazen memo-
rial of the covered altar convey a word of
needed warning and instruetion to such.
We read that < Moscs was very wroth, and
said unto the Lord, Respeet not thou their
offering.”  How overwhelming the convie-
tion which forees itself upon the enlighten.

-

ed Christian, that Moses, in wrath, still
speaks out, in the thunders of the unsatis.
fied law, the same invocation of vengeance,
alas! alike applicable now, as of old, to the
religious acts of religious men of the pre-
sent day.

Solenm, very solemn the thought, that
identical in principle is the offering of
these “sinners against their own souls,”
with that of him who would act on the vain
concelt of having dealings with a God of
love, and a God of love having dealings
with him, except as he regards Him in
Jesus, or is regarded by Him in J esus, on
the ground of his atoning sacrifice, May
these references to the Old Testament
Seripture be brought under serious con-
sideration, in the light of that awful pas-
sage in New Testament revelation : « [le
that despised Moses’ law died without
mercy under two or three witnesses: of
how much sorer punishment, suppose yo,
shall he be thought worthy, who hath
trodden under foot the Son of God, and
hath counted the blood of the covenant,
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy
thing, and hath done despite unto the
Spirit of grace?”

The Holy Ghost, by the pen of the dis-
ciple of love, has challenged our attention
not g0 much to the love of God as to the
meanner of that love : * Behold what man-
ner of love the Father hath bestowed upon
us,” ete. Love, in this passage; is made
to issuc in s mship ani heirship. It wiil
not have told out its whole talc of wonders;
it will not have made exhibition of its full
provision for man, until it shall have in-
vested him with the inheritanee to which,
as an heir of God and a joint-heir with
Christ, he has been born, Having given
the Son, “that we might receive the adop-
tion of sons,” “God sends forth the Spirtt
of his Son into our hearts, erying, Abbs,
Father,” telling us that * we are no moie
servants, but sons; and if sons. then heirs
of God through Christ.”  While (iod’s call
of us as sons meets with no recognition
from “the world, which knoweth us not,
because we knew Him not,” that call finds
an _cchoing response in our hearts, and,
realizing the relationship in which the love
of God has placed us to u God of love, we
can predicate, without presumption, of our
present status before Him : “ Now are woe
the sons of God ;”” and in this assured fact
we find a firm footing, on which we may
take our stand, and thence survey the
“eternal glory” to which  the God of all
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grace” has called us in the call of sonship.
7 It doth not yet appear what we shall be;
but we know that, when IIe shail appear,
we shall be like Uim, for we shall see Him
as He is.”  Bach of these sons and heirs,
as he looks backwsrd by fuith to what
Christ has done, a2d reaches forward by
hape to what is yet &3 be donc in him and
for him (experiencing ** the work of righte-
ousness” to be ¢ peace,” and ¢ the effect of
rightcousness, quictoess and assurance for
ever”), may sit, as 4did David before the
Lord, in an attitude of calm repose, and
with him admiringly esclaim, #Who am
I, O Lord, and what is my house, that
‘Thou bast brought me hitherto? ~And
this was yet a small 2hing, O Lord God, in
thy sight,"—to call me thy son,—*but
Thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s
house for 2 great while to come;” Thou
hast made me an heir of coming glory;
- and is this the maaner of man, O Lord
God?” Qhuo! # My waysarcuot your
ways, neither are_my thoughts your
thoughts, saith the Lord.” 1 kuow the
thoughts that 1 think ¢oward you, thoughts
of peace, and not of evil, to give you an
expected end,"—the expected end of the
consummpation of grace given in glory pro-
mised.

Mark how the samc apostle awards a
Jike issuc to this love, acting for us and in
us, illustrating its smanner, by giving special
prominence to the clemant of atoncment,
as the cxponent thereof s Unto Him that
loved us AND washed us from our sins in his
own blood.” cte.  Let us hear himagin in
his cpistle: © Herehy perecive we the love,

spcacse e laid down his life for us”
Agnin, “ In this was manifested the love
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of God toward us, because that God sent
his only begotten Son, that we might live
through Him.” Let us not overlook a
notable check and caution in the next
vorse: “ Ierein is love, not that we loved
God, but that He loved us, and sent his
Son to be THE PROPITIATION FOR OUR
sixs.” The Spirit of God, knewing the
tendency of man'ssclf-righteous heart to de-
duce not only love from God, but life from
Christ (if, indeed, in his pride, he lets
Christ at all into the matter), without the
humiliating necessity of atoncment, as the
«lorifier of Jesus, dictated, in the latter
verse, an exposition of the manner of the
love which, through a propitiatory sacrifice,
wwe the life set forth in the former. Then
wllows that wondrous *so,” which scems
1o be but an ccho of the same monosyllable
recorded by John, as proceeding from the
lips of Him out of whose bosom hie was
privileged to draw such deep lessons of
tLis love.

Let us for a moment look at the passage
alluded to—* God so loved the world.”
How? God's own measure of it is to be
found in. the immediately preceding con-
test—not in the fact of Jesus being, as ad-
mitted by Nicodemus, a ¢ Teacher sent
from God,” to teach the way to God; but,
as cxpounded by himself, as such Tcacher,
to be an atoning victim, and himsclf  the
way,"—a ‘“new and living way, cousc-
crated for us, through the veil, that is to
say, his flesh.”  In the antitype of the
brazen serpent, in the expiring agonices of
the uplificd Son of man, zith finds the
full and just cstimate of the measure and
the nvmaer of the love df God to a siuful
world.

Risecllancons.

THE REV. R. 1. STEVENSON ON CREEDS
AND CONFESSIONS.

The following arlicle, on 2 subject which ex-
citics a good deal of interest 3t howe, will e
sead with interest. The article which follows'
will give the opjrosite side of the question.

Tie openiag mecting of the niversity The-
ological Sociely was keld on Priday week in
e Ihetoric Class-Roora—Mr J M. Reberlson
in the ciair—when an address was delivered
by the Rev. R. 11. Stevenson, of St George's.

Mr SrevEssoy stated that be ad chosen for
his subjects & Crevds or Confessions, o7 arti-

cles of belief. with special reference to their
inflzence in promoting or hindering the pro-
gress of true religion.”  After dweliing on “the
fact that 2 creed of some sord or form was cf-
sential to the exisicnce of a Chareh, he refer-
red to the value altaching to standards, which
were the product of all the wisdom, learning,
and pisiy which those who were jnterested in
ko coxld command, as compated with the
Izcubrations of individoal men.  He stated
that the crecd o confession of 2 Church was 2
bulwark which some wmed, in ticir zeal for
Chrisy, had crected in the belief that it woald
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help to defend his Gospel both from the assaults
of the open enemy and luckless injuries from
its own friends; that the proper effect of a
Church standard was, or ought tobe, urity and
order both in doctrine and worship ; and that
standards nud confessions were of great use
inasmuch as they moderated the speed of men
who were apt to be in too great haste in pub-
lishing their discuveries and in uttering pre-
maturely new opinions. It is said (Mr Steven-
son proceeded 1u remark), with special refe-
rence to our own Confe ion, that it cnslaves
the inteliect and destroys liberty of thought
25d speech, and so forth ; and all this been + -
the promulgation of anything novel wou.. oo
followed by penal conscquences, or becanse. in
the knowledge of such conscquences following
discovery, or nt least the publication of it, men
refuse to scarch, ponder, and reason; and so
beconc, if not haters of the truth, indifferent
towards it, and the ministerial profession is
thereby degraded. i1 thought that anyv one
of these evils were inherent in the existence of
# Confession of Faith, or in its being made
binding on the mcmbers of than Church,
whose Confession it s, I should, as loudly as
any man, prolest against its being so used.
Bat what evidence have we that our Confession
exerls such a mischievous intluence on rour
frcedom? It is notorious that tens of thon-
sands, who think that they have discovered
some better way of serving God and teaching
Chirstianity than we have attained 10, teach
and worship when, what, and how they please,
and yet do not feel that thes are visited, or in
the least danger of being visited, with petial
conzequences.  True, if any one within our
Church diverges on any plea from onr stand-
ards; and preaches what e may call a new
wath, heis Hable to be procceded against as
2 teacher of what onr Church calls faise doc-
trine : and if he recant not what the Church
has pronounced to be crror, kemust becjected.
This result of his departure from his former
Gith he may all a penal coasequence if he
please. Yeg in the end, the only difference
between him and a thousand others who pro-
bably hold his new views just as he docs, will
be that thee were wise cnough {0 mature and
fx their views sooner than he did, and so
never sought admission to the chareh, while he
acted indifferently and les wisely. But, practical-
Iy, itisnot the fact that confessions operate so
prejudicially oniatellectuai freedom. It is well
kaowa that ministers, of almost cvery deaomi-
3ation, from time to time te Ume are found
fassing their own preseribed boundaries, lenv-
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ing their own and joining znother denomina-
tion. In the Chuzch of England upwards of
thousand ministers have. during recent years,
renounced their own creed and accepted that
of Rome. Even priests of Rome have asserted
a similar liberty. In the face of suck facts as
these, it is impossible to accept uachallenged
the injurious allegation that our Confession
“ pinions and confines® us. If any minister of
our Church fecls bimself to be so circumstan-
ced, let him not blame the Confession. The
Confession leaves him free 1o investigate,
ponder, reason, and speculate as much s as
often as he pleases. If ke acquires new opi-
nions and conceals them, or refuses to promul-
gate them for fear of consequences, his freedom
doubtless is curtailed ; but he has himself to
blame for this. Thelote of the cmoluments ot
his office, and not the restraints of a Confession
which binds no man to its opinions, is the real
cause why the freedom to proclaim his new
discovery is not compleie. The utmost restric-
tion which our Confession imposes affects only
our liberty to preach what we have never pro-
fessed, or, rather, something or anything con-
trary to or inconsistent with what we have pro-
missed, and have been appointed, and are paid
to preach. And there is nothing uncomnmon
in all this. There is nothing inconsistent with
what our contrymen cxpect to find in the ma-
nagement or conduct of great and weighty
matters, whether in Church or State.  All
Protestant Churchies do the same thing.  Nar,
there are influential bodies of men—not cccle-
siastical but civii—who uniformly act on the
sawne tule.  The Ministry of the Queen, no ma:-
ter what their politics are, act on this rale. In
the year 1834, the present Lord Deshy, and the
late Sir James GraYiam and one or twa wmore,
o were then members of the Whig Cabinet,

discovered that their views no longer coincided
with those of their party : and what was e

course which they pursaed 7 Simplr has
which is open to every minister of our Charch
whose opinions undergo a similar change—
they retired quietly from the Cabinet, aad left
trehind them theetnoluments and all the sweets

of office.  Yet no man said—and they them-
selves did not feel—that the consequence of
their change of mind was 2 penal consequence.
No man can cater & Cakiact even now, hnut as
on¢ pledged o sapport the principles and the
taclics of his leader : but docs any oncimagine
that by sach a step be felters thought, or shats
up his mind against fartker light? The idea
kas oniy to be mentioned to suggest dozens of
cases in which short-lived conncction with Ca
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binets, and honourable repunciation of that
cannection, demanstrate that the reverse is the
case. Tt is worthy of observation, too, that
notwithstanding the most favourable opportu-
nity for doing 50, no sect of the Dissenters have
sver attempted to relieve themselves of there-
straints_of a confession. Nay, from what is now
taking place before our cyes, Churches which
£lory in their freedom from State regulations
and independence of Actof Parlinment, insicad
¢ relaxing, as some have asked them to do, are
actually tightening whal weare told ave chains
on thought. Certain itis, that those parties
who are now struggling to effect aunion among
themselves, have net arrived, or do not
tink that they have arrived, at that pitch of
wisdom add faithfulness at which it would be
safe to send forth their ministers without de-
mandiag from them the asual sccurities for their
¢riodoxy. It isalso remparkable a5 a siga or
thic times that each party is as oeger as ever
partisan was to apholditsown peculiar dogma

Newther of them will permit that degma to be
cven treated as an opea question. The new
< wmfession of the proposed united Church must
pronounce concerning it, or, at all events, same
secthod mast be found out whereby, ifthe union
ve offected, their consciences «ill not be oficen-
2ed by the appavent surrcader ofit. Evident-
iv that light Las net dawned upon these men's
wiads in which degmas in confessions are
secn and felt to trench upen freedom of inqniry;
und 1 confess that as to thal matter 1 am still
i the same predicament. In conclusien, Mt
stevenson cxhorted the students to a vigeroas
znd fearless use of all their powers in the dis-
< :¢sion of all matters affected by the Confes-
wan. The Confession and its fricuds had nnth-
ng to fear from any liverty thus emplored

e diccassing it At the same time, he cthnried

tem (0 stnly Protestant canfessinns generally,
and cepecially their owa. It implics (Be mid)
2o disregpect (o onr oFn fo 4%, that much
max be learncd from perusing other preductions
of a sumilar natere.  Moreover, the cffect of
s «ch 3 perusal will e to clevate in your cgli-
sation the wadoubicd excelicnce and sapesi-
vsity of ous onn over all otlrers.  For concise-
nesg, for Tucidness, for its onder o7 wethed, KT
1s falncse, and the soundacss of its conclugions,
1 slands unrivalled. 1t was tie work of great
and good men—men whe were also Tearned and
peous, and who, a8 i€ history and its conlenls
yTove, sfared no ins in ils petformance. For
upTands of 2M years it has Temzined e
standard of the faith of almest te whele
poople of Scotland ; even those wWho, €a three
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successive occasions, have gone out from us,
havo retained it almost in its integrity as their
« form of sound words,” and press it to their
hosoms, as we also do, with fund affection. It
iz, therefore, not to be despised; but reverenced.
And that, we believe, will be a sad day for our
country, if it ever comes, when through any
rade handling—whether of friends within the
pale of the Church, or ofan ecncmy beyond it—
it falls from that place of honour and infiuence
which it has so long enjoyed.

A cordial vote of thanks was given to Mr.
Stevenson for his address.

Puisatioss of TuE Am. The pulsations of
the atmosphere, once set in motion by the
human voice, cease not 1o exist with the
sounds to which they gave rise. Strong and
audible as they may be in the immediate ucigh-
bourhood of the speaker, and at the immediate
moment of utterance, their attenuated force
scon becomes inaudible to human ears. ... The
waves of air thas raised perambulate the earth
and ocean's surface, and in less than twenty
hours cvery atom of its atmosphere takes up
the altered movement due to that infinite small
portion of the primitive motion which has been
conveved to it through countless chanaels, and
which must continue to influence its path
throughout its future existence ... Thus con-
sidered, what a strange chaos is this wide
atmosphere we breathic ! Every atom, impressed
with good and with ill, retains at once the
motions which sages and philosophers have
unpatted to it, mixed and combincd, in tea
thousand way s, ®ith all that is worthless and
base. The air is one vast library, on whose
pages are for ever wrilten all that man has
ever said, or waman whispered. There, in their
mutable but uncrring chamcters, mixed with
the carlicst as well as with the latest sighs of
mortality, stand fur cver vecorded, vOWS
unredeomed, promises unfulfillcd-perpetunting,
in the united movements of cach particle, the
testimony of man's changeful will.—Babbage.

Kyow Tiveerr.—A Latin poet informs us
that “ Know thrself ™ descended from heaven.
An =pastic wrote: ¥ What! know ye ant yeur
own felves” ¢ Examine yourselves whether
ve be in the faith; prove your owa sclves.”
How shall wa do this? By the louchstone of
Seripture.  When 1 was a bex, o0d M. Me—,
in cxamining candidates for Clhurch-fellowship,
used to ask: ¥ lave rou 2 spiritual tastc?
Do son love 1o vead the LI el 27 David
ars, "0 how love T thy law! itis my medita-
tion all the dax.”  J such the language of our
heatls? Taen ¥ we know that we have passed
from death ualo life.”

Hvrocrisv—Many who would not for the
warld ulter a flschood, ave yel ctemally
schoming o produce false immpressions on the
minds of otlers respocting facts, chamclers,
and opiaions.

Grigr axn Jor.—Griel knils two hieards in

Qaser bonds than joy cves can, aad ComMMOR
saffcrings ave far stronger thaa common jors.



