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The Master’s Questions.

HAVE you looked for sheep in the desert,
For those who have missed their way ?
Have you been in the wild, waste places,
Where the lost and wandering stray ?
Have ye trodden *he lonely highway,
The foul and th: darksome street ?
It may be ye'd see i’ the gloaming
The print of My wounded feet.

Have ye folded home to your bosom
The trembling neglected lamb,
And taught to the little lost one
The sound of the Shepherd’s name?
Have ye searched for the poor and needy,
With no clothing, no home, no bread ?
The Son of Man was among them—
He had nowhere to lay His head

Have ye carried the living water
To the parched and thirsty soul ?
Have ye said to the sick and wounded,
“Christ Jesus makes thee whole ?
Have ye told My fainting children
Of the strength of the Father's hand ?
Have ye guidoﬁ the tottering footsteps
To the shore of the ** golden land " ?

Have ye stood by the sad and wexry,
To soothe the pillow of death,
To comfort the sorrow-stricken
And strengthen the feeble faith ?
And have ye felt, when the glory
Has streamed through the open door
And flitted across the shadows,
That there I had been hefore ?

Have ye wept with the broken-hearted
In their agony of woe ? .

Ye might hear Me whispering beside youn
** "Tis the pathway I often go ! ”

My brethren, My friends, My disciples,
Can ye dare to follow Me ?

Then, wherever the Master dwelleth,
There shall the servant be !

AUGUST, 1893.
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The Church and the School.

' 1. Tue church should select, and send into
i the Sunday-school, its best qualified and most
capable members,

) The Sunday-school is a teaching institution,
| and teaching qualifications are a necessity. 1
| would not say one word in disparagement of
| the seif-sacrificing army of teachers who have
| hitherto carried on the work. All honour to
| them for the good they have done. But the
| conditions of effective teaching are becoming
| more exacting every year. KEducation has
| reached a higher level ‘all round, In recent
| years, methods of teaching in our day schools
| have completely changed. Our Sunday-schools
must advance with t%le changed conditions of
our time. Intelligence, culture, the ability to
master and the ability to communicate the
facts and teachings of the lesson, tact, sym-
pathy with child-life—these are some of the
qualifications our teachers should possess.

2. The church should select and send into
the Sunday-school its most religious men.

The Sunday-school is a religious institution,
Sunday-school work is religious work, an1 for
religious work we must have religious men.
The Sunday-school attempts as religious a
work as that of the pulpit, and requires the
same divine unction and power. If our preach
ers need to be filled with the Holy Ghost, s
do our teachers. If our preachers need to
grasp the hand of the Master before they can
do deeds of power, so do our teachers. If our
preachers need to be men of faith and men of
rayer, o do our teachers. Let it be repeated;
let it stand out in characters bold and clear :—

Sunday-:chool work is religious work, and
for religions work we must have religious men.
—Rev. T'. K. Nutall,

e

How closely the servants of Christ are
watched, and what reason they have to be cir-
cumspect in their walk! The world notices

also the company which wa keep.




ii

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

————

OUR PUBLICATIONS.

Christian Guardian, wee'.l{l ..... 200
Methodist Maﬁzine. menthly .. 200
Guardian and Magazinu together. 360
Magazine, Guarcian and Onward. 400
The Wesleyan, Halifax, weekly. 150
Sunday School Banner, monthly....... 060 |
Onward, 8 pp. 4to, weekly, under 5 copies ... 060
5 copies and upwards ... LB e it TR
Pleasant Hours, 4 pp. 4to, weekly, single copies 030
Less than 20 copies sega .02
Over 20 copies........ 024
Berean Leaves, 100 copies per 5 50
Berean Quarterly, 100 copies per mont . 600 |
Sunbeam, fortnightly, less than 10 copies..... 015
10 copies and u?wnrds ........... wagreen DR
Happy Days, fortn ghtly, less than 10 copies. . g {;

10 copies and upwards ... ..........cooc
Quarterly Review Service. BF

cents a dozen ; $2 per 100,

centsadozen ; Per00.. ..o.ooiiiiiiiiiiies 050

Address— WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Publisher, Toronto.
C. W, CoATES, 8. F. HuEsTIs,
3 Bleury Street, Meth. Book Room,

Halifax, N.5.

Sundap School g’:anmr—;

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., EpITOR.

Montreal, Que,

A Plan for Arresting the Attention

oF THE THOUGHTLESS AND UNCONVERTED
MEMBERS OF A SUNDAY-SCHOOL CLASS, 80
AS TO LEAD THEM TO ENQUIRE EAR-
NESTLY THE WAY OF SALVATION.

BY J. W, HOGARTH.

To Suxpay-scoon Teacuers,—That you
may exercise the greatest influence over your
pupils, you must have their respect and affec-
tion.

To gain the former, you must show yourself a
man and a Christian by a consistent walk and
godly conversation. You should be prompt
and punctual, dressed becomingly, have seats
arranged to the best advantage for yourself
and pupils, so that you can see each and each
can see you without inconvenience, and as free
from distr: tion from other classes as possible,
thus makiog them as comfortable as you can.

Study to make yournelf familiar with the

week, and by prayer and study thoroughl
master your subject, and in doing this, -eeﬂ
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, ever keeping
in view the various members of the class and
their wants, that you may offer a word in
season,

Not only seek to find out what is in the les-
son suitable to the class, but keep a look-out
through the week for illustration or incident
that will fit the lesson, interest the class, and
impress the truth. Look for these in the
streets, the fields, books, papers, and every-
where. Let your illustrations be familiar.
;it at the feet of the great Teacher and learn of

im.

Thus furnished with matter and illustration,
arrange your work before going to school, as to
what to teach and how to do it. Aim to get at
a level with the scholars’ comprehension —not
too high or too low.

Love God and get near His heart ; love your
pupils and get near their hearts and bring
them together—introduce them.

Before going to school, enter your closet, ask
(God's blessing upon yourself and your efforts,
and go from your closet to your class filled
with the Spirit. Give your pupils a hearty
reception, and show that you are glad to have
their presence and that you have an interest in
them. Then try to present the subject in a
plain, concise and attractive maunner, so as to
elicit (apparently without an effort) the interest
and sympathy of the class.

Show that you believe and feel the truth of
what you teach. Carry on the work in a con-
versational style and carefully avoid lecturing.
Encourage pupils to ask proper questions and
converse freely in the class and out of it.

Keep your eyes open and your heart raised
to God in prayer while teaching. On seeing
that good impressions are made, or conviction
sent to the heart of a pupil, aid that one to
an immediate decision for the right. If you
cannot get that, try to get a promise by God's
grace to consider the matter thoughtfully and
prayerfully, and thus clench the uail before it
is drawn out.

Do not fail to follow up the ground gained.
Make it a point to speak ﬁpers(mllly to your
puBila about their souls on fit occasions.

vay for guidance as to when to be silent,
when %o speak, what to say and how to say it.

Do not teach too long at once or try to teach
too much. Do not neglect the spiritual part of
thie lesson nor harp at it too long.

Study next Sunday’s lesson beforehand, have
a short chat with the class about it ; elicit an
interes® in it on the part of the class by asking
a few questions to be looked up.

character, habits, dispositions, home
likes and dislikes of your pupils.
Cultivate a genial, warm-hearted spirit.
Always recognize your pupils wherever you
meet them ; show an interest in them b{ visit-
ing them in their homes and inviting them to

Give pupils to understand you expect home
preparation, and be sure to recognize any at-
tempt in that line. If pupils are found to be
rest the tion of the i tive one
may be arrested, sometimes, by giving him
question, asking his opinion on a luﬁject, or

share yours, if circumstances will permit.
In preparing your lesson, start early in the

getting him to read a passage. Two mischiev
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ous boys may be separated. (iirls and boys
may be mixed, that the presence of the girls
may tend to keep the boys in check. A parent
or aged and influential person may be asked to
sit beside or near the restless one, and thus he
may be restrained and led to take an interest
in the lesson.

With a class conducted after the manner
here indicated, I think the teacher will have
little trouble with inattention, and will doubt-
less return at last bringing his sheaves with
dhim.

.. Listowel, Ont.

Olive Wood frem Jerusalem.

ANy subscriber to THE BanNErR who will
vemit 15 cents, will receive, post-free, a beauti-
ful seotion of olive wood from the Mount of
Olives near Jerusalem, polished to perfection
by native workmen, showing the grain and dark
concentric rings, and stamped with the name of
the sacred city in English and Hebrew—a most
valuable and interesting souvenir of the Lord’s
land. ~ About three and three-quarters of an
inch in diameter and three-quarters of an inch
thick, it makes a beautiful paper weight or
parlour ornament. A more beautiful or appro-
priate present cannot be conceived than a sec-
tion of olive wood from sacred Mount Olivet,
‘where the Master taught His disciples the
Lord’s Prayer, and at the foot of which lies the
‘Garden of Gethsemane, with all its sacred
memories. What could be more attractive to
any Bible reader than a section of this beauti-
ful olive wood, cut and polished in Jerusalem
and nhi;:lped by way of Jaffa, the ancient Joppa,
to Canada ? Teachers will find it of great in.
terest to exhibit to their classes and fr%ends.

That enterprising editor, Dr. Talmage, found
these so popular a premium for his paper that
he ordered 50,000 pieces. It was received with
the greatest favour. Mr, E. C. D. McMillan,
of Brooklyn, N.Y., on receiving a section,
writes : I would not exchange it for a nugget

Opening and Closing Services.
THIRD QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE.
L. Silence.
IL. Singing,
IIL. Responsive Sentences.

Supt. Blessed are the poor in spirit :

School. For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Supt. Blessed are they that mourn :

School. For they shall be comforted.

Supt. Blessed are the meek :

School. For they shall inherit the earth.

Supt. Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness :

School. For they shall be filled.

Supt. Blessed are the merciful :

School. For they shall obtain mercy.

Supt. Blessed are the pure in heart :

School. For they shall see God.

Supt. Blessed are the peacemakers :

.z“chool. For they shall be called the children
of God.

1V. Singing,
V. Prayer, closing with the Lord's prayer.

VI. Responsive Reading of a Scripture Les-
son [not the Sundny-lchoof‘ lesson for the day,
but appropriate to it].

VIL Singing.
LESSON SERVIOE,
L Class Study of the Lesson,
11 Singing Lesson Hymn,

III. Recitation of Title, Golden Text, Out-
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion by the school in
cencert,

1V. Review and Application of the Lesson,
by Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemental Lesson, [Special les-
sons in the Church Catechism may here be in-
troduced. )

VI A (especially of the Church

of gold, knowing that it grew on that
¢ w%nere beyond any spot in Palestine God was
manifest in the flesh, where the great Interces-
sor was wont to pray, where Jesus wept over
Jerusalem—on whose slopes He blessed the
apostle band, and sent His message of mercy to
mankind—the mount at whose base lay Bethan
and (Gethsemane—on whose %entle turf His feet
last stood and where they will yet stand again!'”

Others speak as follows : ““Coming as it did
from that holy bill makes it doubly dear,”—
A. M. Cox, Phillipnbur?, Pa,

“1 will take great pleasure in showing it to

our Sunday Bible class.”—Oshorne Reilly, New
Albany, Ind.

Send orders promptly to Villiam Briggs,
Publisher, Wesley Buildings, Toronto,

service, and week-evening prayer-meeting).

OLOSING SERVICOE,
I, Singing.
II. Responsive Sentences,

Supt. Finally, brethren, whatsoever things
are true, whatsoever things are honest, what-
soever things are just, whatsoever things are
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of report :

School. If there be any virtue and if there be
any praise, think on these things,

upt. And the God of peace shall be with
yO“.

III. Dismission.
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[INTERNATIONAL BIBLE [LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER: LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF PAUL.

A. D, 58.]

LESSON VI. PAU

L AT MILETUS. [Aug. 6.

GOLDEN TEXT. Remember them which have the rule over you, who have

spoke
Authorized Version.
Acts 20, 22-35.

31, 82.)
92 And now, behold, 1 go bound in the spirit

unto Je-ru'sa-lem, not knowing the things that

shall betall me there :

Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every

ing that bonds und afflictions abide me.

24 But none of these things move e, neither
count I my life dear unto myself, so that 1 might
finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which
1 huve received of the Lord Je'sus, to testity the
gospel of the grace of God.

25 And now, behold, T know that ye all, among
whom 1 have gone preaching the kingdom of God,
shall see my face no more.

o6 Wherefore 1 tuke you to record this day, that
am pure from the blood of ull men. |
97 For 1 have not shunned to declure unto you
all the counsel of God. |

98 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to
all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to teed the church of God,
which he huth purchased with his own blood.

90 For 1 know this, that after my departing
shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not
sparing the tlock.

30 Also of your own sclves shall men arise,
speaking perverse things, to draw away glisciples
after then,

31 Therefore wateh, and remember, that by tie
ace of three years 1 ceased not to warn everyone
hit and day with tears,

32 And now, brethren, I commend you to Gad,
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build
you up, and to give you un inheritance among all
them which are sanctified.

33 1 have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or |

34 Yea, ve yourselves know, that these hands

have ministeréd unto my neeessities, and to them
were with me.
I have showed you all things, how that so |
laboring ve ought to support: the weak, and to re-
member the words of the Lord Je'sus, how hie said,
It is more blessed to give than to receive,

TIME.—Probably Sunday, April 23, A. D. 5%
PLACE.—Milctus. DOCTRINAL KU
GESTION,.—The personality of the Holy Ghost,
(Verse 23.)

HOME READINGS.
M. Paul at Miletus,  Acts 20, 22-35,
Tu. Address to Ephesian elders. Acts 20, 13-21.
W, Steadfust service, 1 Tim. 4. 8-16,
Th. Faithful ministry. 2 Cor, 4. 1-10,
F. Holy living,  Jude 20-25,

Commit to memory verses | o

1to you the word of God, lleh. 13, 7.

Revised Version.

And now, behold, 1 go bound in the spirit
unto Je-ru'sa-lem, not knowing the things that
3 shull befull me there: save that the Holy Ghost
testificth unto me in cvery eity, saying that
bonds and affictions abide me.  But 1 hold not
unto mysclfy so
urse, and the min-

)

my life of any account, us d
that 1 may accomplish my «
istry which I reecived from the Lord Je'sus, to
25 testify the gospel of the grace of God. And
now, behold, T know that ye all, among whom
I went about preaching the kingdom, shall sce
26 my fuce no more,  Wherefore I testify unto
vou this day, that T am pure from the blood of
o7 wll men.  For 1 shrank not from declaring unto
28 vou the whole couns of God, Take heed unto
yourselves, and to all the flock, in the which
the Holy Ghost hath made you bishops, to feed
the ehureh of God, which he purchiased with
99 his own blood, 1 know that after my depart-
it erievous wolves shall enter in among you,
50 not sparing the flock § and from wmong your

king perverse
s, to draw away the diseiples after them,
31 Wherefore wateh ye, remembering that by the
ol not to admonish

own selves shall men arise

space of three years I e
32 everyone night and day with tears, And now
T commend you to God, and to the word of his
grace, which is able to build you up, and to

rive you the inheritunce umong all them that
33 ure sanctified. 1 coveted no man's silver, or
34 gold, or apparel.  Ye yourselves know that
these hands ministered unto my necessities,
35 tnd to them that were with me,  In all things
I zave you an example, how that <o laboring
ve ought to help the weak, and to remember
the words of the Lord Je'sus, how he himselt’
«uids Tt is more blessed to give than to re-

ceive,

e —————— 5
S, Admonition, 1eb, 3, 12-19.
8. Life reviewed, 2 Tim, 4. 1-8,

LESSON HYMNS,

|
No. 277, New Canadian Hymnal.

*ather, bless our school to-day.

No. 271, New Canadian Hymnal.
Arise, go forth to conquer.

No. 359, New Canadian Hymnal.
God be with you till we meet again,

\
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New Canadian Hymnal (enlarged edition).

Hymn No. 416.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. A Look Forward, v. 22-30.

Where was Paul going ¢

What is meant by * bound in the spirit 2"

What did he not know ? (Ver:

What did he know ? (Verse

How did this knowledge atteet him ? (Verse 24,)

What sacrifice was he ready to muke ?

What was his great aim ?

What prediction did he make ? (Verse 23,)

How could he know this ?

What solemn declaration coneerning himself did
he make?

With what responsibility does he charge the
elders ?

Who had made them overscers of the flock of
God ¢

What did Paul say would happen after his de-
purture ?

What did he mean by this ?

What would some of their own number do ?

Is it very important what doctrines we hold if we
act right ?

What injunetion is given us concerning our duty
to officers of the Church?  (GorLpes Texr.)
2. A Look Backward, v. 31-35.

What advice does Paul give the elders 2

To whom does he commend them ?

What is meant by * the word of God’s grace ¢

What two things is this word able to do ¢

How large a salury had Paul reccived

What was Paul’s judgment concerning the pay-
ment of salaries to ministers ?

What special reasons were there for his making
an exception of his own case ?

What words of the Lord Jesus not found in the
gospels are here given ?

Practical Teachings.
Where does this lesson show—
1. That God's service requires humility ?
2, That God’s service demands faithfulness ?
8. That God's service necessitates watchfulness ?

Hints for HHome Study.

1 In 1 Tim., 2 Tim. (two texts), and 8 John,
find the names of six of the men who, according
to Paul’s prophecy, afterward arose in Ephesus
“speaking perverse things.”

2 ¥ind what Peter wrote concerning false
teachers,

5. What was the “creed” of the primitive
Chureh ?

4. Find three mentions of “tcurs” in this ad-
dress—tears of suffering, of pastoral solicitude,
and of personal affection.

FOR ERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. A Look Forward, v. 22-30.

Wihere did Paul feel compelled to go?

Of what was he ignorant ?

What had the Holy Spirit revealed ¢

How did this knowledge affeet aul 2

What was his earnest desire ¢

When would these people see him aguin #

What did he testify to them ?

How had he proved his fuithfulness ¢

What counsel did he give them !

What warning of danger from without ¢

What as to perils within ?

What was Christ's warning against wolves 1
(Matt. 7, 15.)
2. A Look Backward, v. 5155,

What did Paul urge the elders to remember §

To whom did he commit them ?

What could God do for them ?

What had Paul coveted ?

How had his needs been supplicd ¢

What duty had he pointed out to them ¢

What words did he wish to have remembered ¢

How would he have Christians regard their
teacherst  (GoLven Texr.)

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we shown a lesson of—
1. Fic to duty ¢
2, Confidence in Gol ¢

3. Service to our fellows ?
Home Work for Young Bereans.
Find what Christ says about his sheep.... What
he suys about wolves....What Paul afterward
wrote to Timothy about these false teachers. .
What Peter wrote about the samie,

QUESTIONS

QUESTION FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.
Whom did Paul go on visiting and helping ?
The Christian disciples,
Who were his worst enemies 2 T
Whers was he going now? Te
What great feast did he want to
feast of Pentecost.
Who came to bid him good-byeat Milctus? His
friends from Ephesus,
What did Paul tell them was waiting for him ?
Bonds and troubles,
Who told himso? 'The Holy Spirit,
What did not make him afraid . None of these
things.
What was more dear than life to Paul? His
work for the Lord.
What had Paul preached ! The whole Gose
pel.
What did he charge his friends to do?  To take
care of the flock of God.
What did he say would come to destroy the tiock ¥
Grievous wolves,

'Whe
alem.
ud? The
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How long had Paul preached among them ¢
Three years.

To whose care did he leave themnow ¢ To the
care of God.

What had Paul taught them? ‘To help one
another.

Who said, * It is more blessed to give than to
The Lord Jesus.

receive ¢V

Paul is now on his way to Jerusalem,

pen, are tender ux

hard hearts, the plotting foes, the riotous en
tares, a Hymeneus perverting the truth (Acts 19,

Verse 22. 1go bound in the spirit. * A
prisoner in chains, but as yet only in spirit, not in
"—Conybeare. Not kmowing, The pro-
phetic voices only forewarned him of coming
perils ; they left unrevealed their nature and result,

23. The Holy Ghost witnesseth in every
city. We have no record of these predictions,
which must have been given at Corinth, Philippi,
and Troas; but Rom. 15, 80, 81, written just be-
fore this voyage, expresses an anxiety as to its re-
sult. Bonds and afflictions. Paul was a Ro-
man eitizen, whom it was unlawful to bind, yet he
felt a certainty of imprisonment. It is in mercy
that God hides coming elouds of sorrow from most
men: but Paul was one of thoke rare souls that
grow stronger in the face of approaching afflic-
tions,

24. None of these things move me.
Though he named his coming troubles, it wus
not in a spirit of complaint, for they were less
than the small dust of the balance in their effect
upon his purpose. (1) Dangers are not to be reck-
oued when duty lies in the way. Neither count
I my life dears Most men count their lives to
be their most precious possession. But Paul had
that present faith which could sce that his life was
in the care of the Lord, and that he could not die
until his work was done. His life was of no ac-
count compared with his winistry. Finish my
course. An illustration from the foot race.
Elsewhere he refers to the prize, here he dwells
upon the endeavor. With joy. Joy in tears,

nies

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

warns him. He cannot pass by Ephesus without bid
vessel pauses at Miletus for a few days, a messenger is di
Church are guthered around the apostle. The words he spea
i earnest 3 they open to us the heart of the apostle as few other passages in his lite or
letters reveal it,  They show us how those three years in Ephesus were spent: by day toiling in the
tentmaker's shop | by twilight from house to house mmong the people
Christ in public. They recall the obstacles over which he wept
a Demetrius

had ealmly pursued his way, upholding the truth, his
his ministry was faithful. That ministry, as a trust,
looked forward to the day when he should lay it down at the Master's feet,
tionate admonition to them to be true to their high calling.

|

Words with Little People.
Working for Jesus, this is my song;
Working for Jesus all the day long:
Trouble and pain—what cure I for these ¢
80 that my Lord and Master I please.

Whisper Thought.
None of these things move me.

Bonds and afflictions abide him there, as the Holy Ghost fore-
ding farewell to its church, Therefore, while his

spatched, and soon the elders of the Ephesian

ks to them, as outlined by Luke’s graphic

on Sabbath days proelaiming
and over which he triumphed : the
ing o mob, an Alexander sowing
1 Tim. 1. 2 Tim. 4. 14).  Yet amid all he
conseience clear from the blood of souls, because
he had received from the Lord, and with jof he
He closes with an affee-

peace amid warring clements, contentment under
tribulation. So can Christ lift a soul above cir-
cumstances, And the ministry. Paul recog-
nized o definite mission as intrusted to him by the
Lord Jesus, that of proclaiming the universality
of the atonement by faith in Christ. The gos=
pel of the grace of God, The Gospel, which
manifests God's grace or favor to man by pro-
claiming his Son as our Redeemer.  (2) God's atti-
tude toward sinners is one of tenderness and mercy ;
e is eager to save all who will let themselves be

saved,

25. Behold, I know. Ilis knowledge in
this anticipation was not by revelation, but a con-
elusion from the fact of his expected imprison-
ment, and his purp if free, to preach in Rome,
and westward in Spain (Rom. 15, 28). e felt
that his work in Asia was completed. Preache
inge Literally, * heralding.”  (3) The Chris-
tian preacher asa Jervald brings the king's proffer of
reconciliation to a rebellions world. Shall see my
face no more. From the later epistles it is
clear that Paul did afterward revisit Asia Minor,
including Troas (2 Tim. 4. 13) and Miletus (2Tim
4. 20), and in all probability Ephesus also (1 Tim.
1. 3), so that he spoke here not as a prophet, but

as o man,

26. I take you to record. ‘‘Call you to
bear witness,” Standing now at the point of a
finul parting, the apostle gives this solemn and
weighty testimony as to his own ministry at
Ephesus, now closed. Pure from the blood.
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Perhaps a reference in the apostle’s mind to Ezek.
33, where the prophet-wutchman is held respon-
sible for the lives lost by his failure to deliver his
message, u warning of dunger,  Paul could look
buck over his three years’ ministry and feel that
it souls perished it was not through his negligence
to give them God’s niessage of grace,

27. I have not shunned. The Greck verb
is the sume with that in verse 20: ** [ have kept
back nothing.”  To declare unto you, Puul
wus addressing Christians who had been trained
under his teaching,

This text gives no warrant

way toall people. Al the counsel of God.
All the truth needful for their salvation, both the
law with its threatenings, and the Gospel with its
consclations,

28. Take heed therefore, Because,us Paul
telt himself to be innocent, the guilt of neglect
would fall upon them. Unte yourselves, For
only the one who has himself received salvation
can impart the gift to others; and he whose spir-
itual lite is feeble cannot give power to the
Church.  He is the best leader in war who says
not * go,” but To all the flock.
The Church is a told, its members are the sheep,
and its glorificd head the Shepherd. The Holy
Ghost.  The Spirit of God is the agent in choos-
ing, calling, and sending forth workers in the Gos-
pel. Hath made you.

* come,"

recognition through the Churel, his bestowal of |

spiritual gifts, and his fruits trom labor,
seers.
** bishoy

Over=
The same word is elsewhere transiated

, " showing that in the apostolie Church

| unbelievers.

By his inward call, his |

there was no distinetion between elders and bish- |

The reference of the word to a distinet order
of clergy came long afterward, To feed the
Church. Literally, ** to shepherd the Chureh 3
the verb here being from the smmne word as that
translated * flock " in the previous clause. Pure
chased with his own blood. These words
bear mighty testimony to the fact that Christ was
not only man, but also God. (4) /¢ was divine
hlood that was shed for us on the Cross ; how should
we value it! (5) The true Churel consists of those
who hace accepted their purchased salvation.

29. For I know. Ilc knew the dangers im-
pending, as a careful observer of currents of
thought might know them, and perhaps also as an
inspired prophet, to whom the future was partly
open. After my departinge The word is am-
biguous, referring either to his absence or his
death, and was perhaps used intentionally for that
reason.  Grievous wolves. The ravaging per-
sceution under Nero, which within ten years de-
stroyed multitudes, and eaused the faith of many
to wux cold,

30. Of your own selves,

ops.

Ambitious mem-

bers claiming preeminence, and forming parties

| and none but the holy can enter it.

within the fold, The most dangerous focs of the
Church are those who have drawn their sustenance
Npeaking perverse things,
Asiu Minor was full of self-styled philosophers,
some of whom became Christians and originated
grave errors in doctrine,  They encumbered the
Gospel with strunge theories, and founded sects of'
(6) How careful should teackers be to
stand firm on the foundations of fuaith !

from its bosom.

31. Therefore watch. Those who were to

| divect others must themselves be vigilunt, By
| the space of three years. The history ac-
tor presenting truth in a general, undiseriminating |

|

counts for two years and three months of this
period, I ceased mot. An louest ministry,
“to warn ;' a faithful ministry, “everyone;™ a
laborious ministry, * night and day ;" an ecarnest
ministry, ** with tears.” With tearse These
showed both the carnestness and the tenderness
of his preaching, (7) The faithful teacher must
also show affectionateness,

32. And now. Now that I am leaving, and
can admonish you no more. I commend you to
God. A mighty support, who would more than
take the apostle’s place,  And to the word of
his grace. The truths of the Gospel, God’s mes-
sage of grace which they had received and could
remember,  Which is able.  Rather, ** who is
able,” for the clause must refer, not to the word,
but to God. To build you up. The founda-
tion of faith had been laid, and the structure of a
complete Christian character wus to be reared by
the almighty Builder through the i istrumentality
of his word,  (8) Meaven is the abode of holiness,
To give you
an inheritance. The final glory of the re-
deemed, which will more than compensate for all
their present trials.  Them which are sancti=

| fieds * Those who have been made holy,” or fully

devoted o Jesus Christ,  (9) 2¢ is the wora of God
which makes Christians strong ; therefore we should
feed upon it constantly.

33. I have coveted. Asun example to those
whom he addressed, and not for self-glorification,
Paul calls attention to his own conduct. Neo
man’s silver. e had lived wmong them, not to
receive from them, but to give to them the best
riches. Orapparel. Among the orientals luxuri-
ous and expensive robes are a chief part of wealth,

34. These hands ministered unto my ne=
cessitiess No other mention is made of Paul's
trade at Ephesus, but in Acts 18, 3, we learn his
oceupation, and from various epistles it is evident
that he supported himself as tentmaker in all the
places where he preached; a common customn
among Jewish teachers, adopted by Paul so that
he might be independent and not seem to be scek-
ing for gain while founding churches. Them
that were with me. Probably referring to
some of Paul’s fellow-travelers who were unable
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to work. (10) Zrue religion honors the workshop no |
less than the parlor and the pew.

. So laboring. They were urged to labor, |
not that they might gain, but that they might give. |
Support the weak. That is, the kly and the
fecble in the Church who were unable to support
themsclves, The words of the Lord Jesus.

The words here given are not found in any of the
gospels. It is more blessed to give than to
receive. Not only referring to gifts of money or
of material things, but to all gifts, (11) Jle who
imparts to another enjoys in himself the greatest
blessing, whether it be knowledge or treasure or
consolation or spiritual gifts.

CRITICAL NOTES.

BY REV. CHARLES HORSWELL, PH.D., GARRETT BIBLI AL INSTITUTE, EVANSTON, ILL.

Yerse 22. Bound in spirite  There is no ref-
erence here to the Holy Spirit, who is specifically
mentioned in the tollowing verse ; but the mean-
ing is that Paul felt constrained by an irresistible
sense of duty to go to Jerusalem in spite of the
fuct that, from without, the Ioly Spirit often de-
elured to him the certainty of coming bonds and
aftl This subjective constraint to duty,
within the higher consciousness, is considered in
modern times to be the monitions of the Holy
Spirit, while with Paul it is contr:
objective messages of the Spirit, given from with-
out, through a prophetie medium, See g i
4,11, These last two passages explain verse 23 of

the lesson,

21. 1 hold not my life of any account.
Sce margin of Revised Version. 8o furas my own
personal interests are concerned, in a temporal
sense, my life is not worth mentioning as com-
pared with the working out of a higher destiny in
uccomplishing my divinely appointed course and
ministry. Here is sct forth strongly the relative
worth of the seen and the unseen, the physical
and the spiritual, the temporal and the eternal, in
perfect aceord with the teachings of Jesus (Matt,
10. 89, and elsewhere) ; and with the apostle’s
own declaration in the epistles, as in 2 Cor. 4. 18,

28, Bishops. Not in the modern ceclesias-
tical sense, but rather, as in margin, Revised Ver-
sion, *overseers,” who have not the technical,

Many hold the lutter to be the original reading,
among them Meyer, who thinks that the expres-
sion * of God " was written on the margin of the
manuseript as a parallel reading, and atters ard in-
serted in the body of the text for doetrinal pur-
poses by the hyperorthodox. As Paul uses “the
" gleven times in

church  or ** churches of G
his epistles, and the ** church of the Lord” not
once, it would be easy to suppose it a lapsus penne
here: and hence the change, especially since
“of God,” in connection with the following clawse,
would substantiate the doetrine of Christ's divinity.
However, the weight of eriticism scems to favor
« the church of God.” The uncertainty as to the
correct reading shows us the futility of basing im-
portant doctrine on verbal criticism. Purchased
with hisown blood. See margin, Revised Ver-
sion. The deep ethical meaning of this phrase
must not be overlooked, Whatever may be its
formal doctrinal significance, it asserts the precious-
ness of the souls of men, whom, in order to suve,
God was willing to make the utmost sacrifice, even
unto blood. e would spare nothing that he
might win men to himself.

29, What forms of error from without and from
within Paul had in mind is impossible definitely
to make out, but from his experiences at Corinth
and in Galatia, and elsewhere throughout his min-
istry, it is not improbable that Paul would warn the
clders of Ephesus against the pernicious teachings
of Judaizing Christians who wished to carry along

preseriptive rights and privileges of a Church or-
der, but a natural right by reason of superior
ability, to serve the flock as teachers and minis-
ters. The Church. THere, also, the modern
notion of a clearly defined, objective organization,
with its historical developments, though valuable
in itself, must not be understood § rather, a vol-

untary assembly of those who were united in the |
ard God and |

conumon interest of ** repentance to

faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ,”  Where two or

three are assembled in his name, he s in the midst, |

and there is an assembly or church; and he
who by natural endowment or acquirement 1s
fitted to feed the flock is, in so far, un overscer or
bishop. Of God. See margin, I ised Version.
Among the various readings of the Greek text,two

alone are worthy of consideration, namely, |

¢ church of God,” and “church of the Lord.”

with them the burden of the Mosaie law, and thus
nullify the gospel of liberty which he preached,

35. More blessed to give than to receive.
| This beautiful paradox, nowhere found in the gos-
pels, is in perfect accord with the teachings of
Jesus. We might construct a Popean apothegm
To reccive is human § to give, divine. To consider
this ns referring only to liberality with carthly
goods would not do justice to Paul. Te means
also the giving of spiritual help, the divine aban-
donment of one’s entire resources for others’ sakes,
whereby the soul enters into the fellowship of him
who took no account of his own, but beeame poor
and gave himself for us. So Paul advises us in
other places to have a care for the weak brother
(Rom. 14), and to fulfill the law of Christ by bear-
\ ing one another's burdens (Gal, 6. 2).

di
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This address of Paul to the Ephesian elders re-
veals the true greatness of the man, in his gentle-
uess and strength.  Depth of emotion runs
throughout, and a ferveney of appeal arising from
profound convictions as to the worth of the gospel,
Paul is an idealist here, us everywhere, and the
heavenly form of his divine vision is always be-
fore him. No doubt discourages him, no afflic-
tion deters, and not even life itselfis to be men-
tioned in the same breath with the glory of
accomplishing his course and ministry. Such a
man, speaking such words, is a tonic, an inspira-
tion to all whom he meets. He is an irresistible
world-conqueror, and aside from the message
which he utters, he is seen to be a man who would
send his influence through many generations, In
this speech we see the tender solicitude of a gentle
und loving heart, the unwearied thoroughness of a
mighty conviction, and the steadfast hold of a
great mind upon the invisible ideal amid the most
disheartening oppositions from friends within and
ives without,

The Lesson Council.

Question 1. Was it wise for Paul to go to Je-
rusalem knowing that he would there be imprisoned ?
Might he wot better have gone elsewhere? If his
“ourse was not wise, was it right ?

Paul was preeminently a God-led man. The
journcy to Jerusalem was unmistakably of God's
directing.  The being “bound in spirit” was
probably a constraint of his own spirit leading
him to Jerusalem—an internal binding. The duty
was imperative. Obedience was the easiest and
the only course to one who possessed the martyr
spirit. The witness of the Holy Spirit that bonds
and afflietions awaited him at Jerusalem was not
intended to deter him, but to prepare him for the
afflictions,  Under such circumstances but one
thing was either wise or right. Loyalty de-
manded of him, as it does of us, not that we
should live, but that we should be true.

Question 2. Does the word * overseers" ( Greek,
episcopoi®), in verse 28, indicate that there were
bishops in the apostolic Chureh? If so, what were
their powers and dutics ?

* Overseers,” “superintendents,” and * bish-
" are different names designating those who
were in charge of the local churches, or of more
than one church in the apostolic age. These titles
are found in the Greek (episcopoi), and approved
by verse 28, and by Phil. 2. 19, 20; 1 Tim. 5. 21.
Their duties were to ““preach the word,” * feed
the Church of God,” “not for dominion, but as
helpers of their joy ” (2 Cor. 1. 24). Paul was an
overseer of overseers, or those ordained for local
churches,

ops

Question 3. /s it wise now to go into mission
Jields as Paul went, with no guarantee of support,
depending upon the country or upon one's exertions
Jora living?

It depends partly upon the men, partly upon
the country. Some could sustain themselves
where others would starve. In countries like
Afriea, the resources of which are inexhaustible,
most missionaries could support themselves, In
overcrowded heathen lands, the productions of
which are not sufficient to sustain the natives, the
missionary who depends upon the people or upon
his own exertions for a living will not need that
living long. The “ self-supporting” idea, gencr-
ally speaking, is not wike. Christ’uns who remain
at home ought to be willing to make some sacrifice
to support those who risk life and health to
preach the Gospel to the heathen,

Analytical and Biblical Qutline,

The Pauline Mi
I. ConsecraTED.

None of these....move me. v,
“Ready....to die,” /

‘I 1 be offered.” Phil,
1I. Farrnrvr,

Am pure. ...not shunned,

* In the sight of God.” 2 Cor. 4, &
¢ Preach the word.” 2 Tim. 4. 2,
III. Vieinast,

Take heed.. .. For I know. v.
““Let us wateh....be sober,” 1 Thess. 5. 6.
* Watch thou in all things.” 2 Tim. 4. 5.

IV, TeNDER.

Ceased not. ... with tears, v. 31,
¢ Sow in tears. .. .reap in je
“Feed....like a shepherd.’

V. BisLicAL,
Commend. .. .to the word, v. 32.
“Take heed....unto the doctrine.” 1 Tim.
4, 16.
*“ Word of Christ dwell in you.”” Col, 8. 16.
VI. Sere-Denyr

Coveted no man’s silver, v. 5.
* Beware of covetousnes: Luke 12, 15.
““Not for filthy lucre.” 1 Peter 5. 2.

try.

95, 9
28, 20,

" Psalin 126, 5,

Isa. 40, 11,

Thoughts for Young People.
The Duties of Leaders in the Church,

1. Leaders should watch. 'Those whom God has
called to be overseers in his Church have need to
watch both over themselves and over their flock.
(Verse 28.) They should watch also against foes
without and dangers within the fold, deceived and
deceivers, who lubor to corrupt the purity of the
faith, (Verses 29, 30,)
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. Leaders should ever look to (fod, and trust in
him as the safety und strength of the Church,
(Verse 32,) They should keep in mind that they
are over God’s Chureh, not their own, and that
they have been called to their work by the Holy

8.)

Spirit.  (Verse

3. Leaders should be self-denying and generous,
living not for self, but for others. (Verses 33, 34.)

4. Leaders should ever keep in memory the words
of the Lord Jesus (verse 35), and practice them in
life. The very gist of Christiun living is the re-
production of Christ’s holy life amid our environ-
nents.

Lesson Word-Pictures.

BY REV. E. A. RAND.

There is a group of travelers coming down the
roud leading from Ephesus to Miletus. They are
the elders of the church, the shepherds of the flock
of Christ, in the eity of great Diana. They enter
the gates of Miletus, pass along its streets, are re-
ceived into a Christian home. Other Christian
travelers have already reached Miletus.  They
came down the blub highway of the sca. These
disciples of Christ all meet, and what tender in-
terext accompanies the meeting! Paul has asked
for this gathering, and he addresses it. He shows
how faithful have been his ministrations to them,
and now he goes ** bound in the spirit unto Jerusa-
lem.” As he speaks we seem to see that rugged
face passing away, but loyally set toward Jerusa-
lem. Would that face turn to the right, to the
left? The gentle restraint of the Spirit is felt by
Paul, holding him to his course. He must go on,
Jerusalem is his goal. And what then ? e can-
not say, but as he looks ahead are there not
strangely whispered hints of crosses cruel, but not
to be avoided? *As God wills,”” he scems to
murmur, and keeps that fuce steadfustly set to-
ward the Holy City that murdered his Lord.

But look at his face as he speaks.

Is it shadowed with grief?

No it lights up with joy. He welcomes suffer-
ing for Christ. e clasps his cross to his bosom.
He lifts it as if it were a crown. In triumph he
goes on to Jerusalem,

But what does he say ¢

That they *shall see his face no more !’

0, sorrow that clouds their glistening eyes! No
more will he comfort them in some little fellow-
ship season. No more will he urge on the flagging
column in some hour of duty to be discharged. No
more will he break to them that bread and give to
them that eup, remembering His precious deathand
sacrifice until His coming again,

Nomore? As heturns to look once more at a
vanishing past, he could say that he had been
faithful,

)

Hark ! As he speaks, I scem to hear that cry,
« Great is Diana of the Ephesians!™ It is the
rage of the hounds scenting and springing after
their prey.  What a whirlwind swept through
the streets of Ephesus ! What a testimony to the
fuithfulness of one who had not shunned to de-
clure * all the counsel of God.”

And now his thoughts change.

He introduces another scene.

He thinks of the church at Ephesus as a flock.
What faithful shepherding they need ! What a
leading away from forbidden paths must there be,
and what a guiding into safe, green pustures!
And before Paul are the shepherds. What a
solemn admonition he addresses to them! May
they be faithful in feeding and defending the
blood-purchased flock ! For, look! What dark
forms are springing toward the tender, white-
¢ What hungry eyes and bloody

How the wolves will seize and
1

flecced lambs

He would warn the Ephesian elders of troublous
days coming. Did he not faithfully warn in the
past? There he stunds, his tones trembling, the
tears streaming down his cheeks, his hands out-
stretched in entreaty. Will they forget how sac-
rificingly he served them#  * These hands!” He
seems to hold them up. Look! Have they not
ministered to his necessities ¢ O, what readiness
in toiling and giving! And now heis pointing
away to another still grander in his giving.
Through the rain of their tears can they not sce
the Lord Jesus, a cross on his back, passing before
them? He vanishes—no, he lingers with his own
—as Paul repeats his loving words, © It is more
blessed to give than to reccive.”

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM.

Verse 22. The old charter of the Baptist Mission-
ary Society had a picture of an ox stunding be-
tween an altar and a plow, and underneath was
this inseription : * Ready for cither.” It was Paul
who said: “To live is Christ; to die is gain.”

Verses 23 and 24, 'To preach the Gospel is not
merely totell the story of the cross; it is to live
the life of the cross. I can tell the story of
Farragut, and if T can tell it with eloquence I shall
stir some hearts to bravery ; but does that compare
with having lived the life of Farragut? Docs tulk-
ing here about him compare with having tied one-
self to the must and steamed up, & mark for shot
and shell, into Mobile harbor? T was looking yes-
terday at Barye's statue of * Theseus and the Cen-
taur,” and at first T was inclined to eriticise it:
the face of Thescus was too calm, too peaceful ; but
as we studied the artist’s work, the club raised in
one hand and the other hand on the throat ef the

Centaur, we could see even in that bronze fuce a

its
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steady determination growing, a stre nulh of cour-

because Theseus was in the midst
in it to

age, and a peace,
of the battle,
What, in imagination, you eun sce in the
face of Barye's Theseus, we all seen
noble men and noble growing
ful not beeause they were in the harbor, but
inspired by a noble sense of'

too absorbed be anxious,
bronze
have in the
faces of
pe

be

women,
ause they were

duty in the storm : not beeause there was no trum-
pet call, but because answering the call they were
in the midst of the battle, too bravely fighting to

be double-minded and harassed.—Zyman Abbott.

26, and 31. Two Chinese j
been making a publie exhibition of their |
skill.  One of them is set up and the |

other shows his dexterity by hurling knives which

FPerses rolers ‘
have

as a target,

stick into the board at his comrade’s back, close to |
the man’s body. These deadly weapons fix them-
selves between his arms and leg
cach of his fingers.  They fly

over his head and on each
art is wot to hit him. Proficiency of
should not be enltivated the
teacher. The truth should aimed

wt his ears and |
The |
ind |
and

hit.—

: of his neck.
this k
preacher
to

by
he

Npurgeon,

Labor,

Nwi

wide
ot the brow,

Perses 33 and 34. as the earth, has
and up
3 sweat of the heart,
Newton

its summit in heaven.
from that to sweat of the t
which includes all Kepler
meditations, all sciences, all aeted heroism, up to
thut of bloody sweat, which ull have called
divine—this the noblest thi t discovered
under God's sky.—Carlyle.

ulations,

men

is

Verse 35, A boy adopted the prine
atenth to God.  When he won o mo
an essay on a religious subjeet he felt that he could
not give less than one fifth of it After that he
was never able to deny himself the pleasure of giv- |
fifth of his God wonderfully
blessed that lad, and increased his means and his
enjoyment of that supreme lusury of doing good.
That boy was Charles I, Spurgeon,

iple of giving
ney prize for

ing one income,

| outline,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Construct a word-picture of the scene, as given
in the General Statement....The subject of the
lesson is The Church—see how it is presented in
these verses....One line of treatment, the dutics
of leaders or officers in the Church, is given in the
Thoughts for Young People Anotherside of the
sume subject is shown in the Analyt and Bibli-
eal Outline. These characteristics might be ealled |
out from the class, discussed, and the references |
read... . Select from the lesson the most striking |
sentences, as, * Purchased with his own blood :*?
“Able to build you up: “It is more blessed to
give than to receive,” ete., ete., and impress them
upon the minds of the scholars. ...Church officers

| the sunlight streams through them,

, and between | ©

| fai

INDAY S( IIUUI, b. L’\',\'I:'I.‘.

»lwnll be Tike those piilars of ulabuster in the
thedral of 8t. Mark gt Venice (said to I| we
taken from the temple in Jerusalem ),

Yot so sty
that they uphold the arches and roof of the | ul.‘l
ing.

References,
Ver. The

wealth, 417..

Freemas,
Ruiment
Prose, 10
6130,

4484,

| Ver.

Prose,
12202,
Prose,

2460,

Blackboard.

BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

Expravamion.—This design is intended to be so
drawn as to first make a cross, and then changed
to a eross and erown, First have the
written on the board with the space filled in with
the word * not,” so that it will read, I know not
what awaits me.”  Draw the cross bencath it in
Review the lesson. Ask a few leading

sentence

| questions so us to bring out answers to correspond

with the outline following this explanation,
by How was Paul to
Point to the board, 1le knew not what awaited
him, except that the shadow of the ere " sutfer-
ing hung overhead, So we
future,

Close
asking, going Jerusalem ¢
s ¢
 of our
Yet hy
for the
¢ is promised to him that is faithful to

¢ the word “not,” and change the
crosspiece so that it will be a erown, as is shown
inthe diagram.] “1 know what awaits me”—a
erown with my cross,

may ecach s
“T know not what awaits me."
1 we know that the eross is not alone,
crown of

the end,

HOW WAS PAUL GOING TO JERUSALEM ¢
Willingly ; to bonds; to suffering; never to
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return ; calm § determined ; ready to do all things
and to suffer all things for Christ.
WHAT 18 118 TESTIMONY ?
He taught the word of God faithfully, fully, pub-
licly, privately, to Jews, Gentiles, anywhere and

everywhere, in season and out of scason,

THE It

“ Jleneeforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness.”

THE WARNING,
 Ree that no man take thy erown.”

Primary and Intermediate.
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

Lessox Tuovenr, How to Run the Christian Race.

[Introduce the lesson by a little talk about races
of different kinds, and show that the objeet in run-
uing a race is to win.  Tell that only the carnest
and courageous win a race 3 lazy folks do not care
to run, and if they should they would not be
likely to win.]

Paul was running a race now, Ile began it
the day when he was on the way to Damascus,
and the Lord Jesus came and spoke to him. Do
you remember what Jesus said to Paul? [Help
«ome child to tell briefly the wonderful story of
Paul’s conversion. Malke a cross on the left of the
board, and print * Repentance,” * Faith,” on the
upright and cross beams. ]

There must be a sturting place for everyone
who runs, and the cross was Paul’s starting place.
That must be ours too, if we want to run the race
to heaven. How long does this race last? Yes,
until we come to the end of the earthly life.
Sometimes it is long, and somctimes it is very
short. There were two funerals one day in the
same house. An old man, eighty yeurs old, had
run his long race and finished his course, His
little grandson, eight years old, had run his short
race too. Both had won their erowns, for both
loved the Saviour and followed him,

Both began at the cross, just as Paul did, and
they found the same happy ending that he did.

Make a sun rising on the right of the board, with
 Heaven ” in the sun ray
the sun make, with flat erayon, two paths; one
smooth, and the other with obstruetions, indicated
by a contrasting color.]

Tell that when men run a race they have to fol-
low the path that has been chosen. If it hea
smooth one, the race is easier; but if it be rough,
they must still follow it.

Do you think Paul's path was a smooth or a
rough one? [This is a good time to review briefly
the lessons just gone over. )

But now Paul was about to find his way harder
than ever. [Pin up a picture of aship.] Hc was
going to Jerusalem. He knew that he had many
cruel enemies there. Tllr}lul.\‘ Spirit had let him

Jetween the eross and

know that trouble was waiting for him, Did this
disturb Paul? No: he wenton in his heavenly
way, caring only for this one thing—that he might
« finish his eourse” (which means come to the
end of his race) with joy.

Paul's ship stopped at Miletus. [Trace the
course on your map.] Iere Paul met some of the
Christians from Ephesus, and talked to them. Te
wanted them to run a good race too, and o hetold
them how he loved God’s work, and how he
wanted them to love one another, and remember
the words of Jesus that he had taught them.

Paul gave then this little word, which T will
put right over the rough way which Paul and his
friends had to go over—* Waren,”

Do you know that little Christians have to
wateh now? Maybe the path in which we run
to heaven is not rough in just the same way that
Paul's was. But 1 am sure it will have rough
places, if you really run in it, and are determined
to go all the way to heaven. Do you know why I
am sure? Beeause Satan is alive, and means to
keep everyone away from God and heaven if he
can. We shall have to watch every day for the
rough, hard places that Satun makes,

[ B | Novc some of the ob-
‘ ALL TQR All'll\‘\inlh in lln: way. ] l_m

you sce that big stone in
y your path ? [Print ¢ Shame”
on it.] Some children are
| afraid of bei shed at if
they are Christians, Some
——— | run into a thorn thicket of
story-telling. Here is a pretty pink flower grow-
ing. That can’t hinder you in your racc, can it ?
Yes, indeed; even the pretty things God has
made niay hinder if you learn to love them too
much, and spend too much time upon them.
[Many other hindrances will suggest themselves
to the mind of the teacher who knows the faults
and failings of her little class.]

[Put a crown at the end of the path, and talk
about the joy of the day when we reecive the
crown we have won from the Saviour’s hand.]

Have children sing or recite, slowly and
thoughtfully :

4 Plest Saviour, introduced by thee,
Our race huve we begun §

And, crowned with vietory, at thy feet
We'll lay our trophies down,”

r laug

Take my life, and let it be.

My faith looks up to thee.

All the way my Saviour leads me.

IHe leadeth me ! O blessed thought !

Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling
gloom.

t
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No. 2.

Ilove the name of Jesus.

Jesus, 1 will follow thee,

Lord, we come in faith believing.
Look up, look up to Jesus,

Forth to the fight, ye ransomed.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school. |

1. What awuited Paul in every city ! Bonds
and afflictions,

2. What did Paul say concerning this fact ?
¢* None of these things move me.*

3. What had not Paul shunued to declare 2 The
counsel of God.

4. What did Panl charge the elders and their
flock to do¢ ¢ To feed the Church of God,*?

5¢ What saying of Christ’s did Paul press upon

the clders - ¢4 1t is more blessed to give than
to receive,”

6. What does the GoLoex TexT teach us to do ¢
*¢ Remember them which have,” cie,

CATECHISY QUESTIONS,

46. What is meant by saying that God is gracious
and merciful ?

That he is full of compassion, slow to punish sin.

and ready to forgive.

17. In what manner then ought you to think and
speak of God?
I ought to think of God with fear and love, and

speak of him with reverence and praise.

0

A.D. 58.| LESSON VII.

PAUL AT JERUSALEM.

[Aug. 13.

GOLDEN TEXT. Forunto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to

believe on him, but also to suffer for bis sake.

Authorized Version.
Acts 21, 2739,  [Commit to memory verses
0. §

30, 31.]

27 And when the seven days were almost ended,
!

the Jews which were of A'si-n, when they suw
him in the temple, stirred up all the people, and
laid hands on him,

ing out, Men of Is'ra-el, help:

teacheth all men every where against the

seople, i be law, and this plaee : and furtl
rought :ks also into the temple, and hath pol-
luted this holy place.

20 (For they had scen
city Troph'i-mus an E-phe'si-an, whom they sup-
posed that Paul had brought into the teaple.)

30 And all the city was moved, and the people
ran together : and they took Paul, and drew him
out of the temple: and forthwith the doors were
shut.

31 And as they went about to kill him, tidings
cume unto the chief captain of the band, that all
Je-ru'sa-lem was in an uproar:

This is the

fore. with him in the

32 Who immediately took soldiers and cen-
turions, and ran down unto them : and when they
saw the chief captain and the soldiers, they left
beating of Paul,

33 Then the chief captain came near, and took
him, and commanded }u’m to be bound with two
chains; and demanded who he was, and what he
had done.

34 And some cried one thing, some another,
umong the multitude: and when he could not
know the certuinty for the tumult, he com-
manded him to be carried into the castle,

35 And when he eame upon the stairs, so it wias,
that he was borne of the soldiers for the violence
of the people.

36 For the multitude of the people followed
after, erying, Away with him,

Phil. 1.
Revised Version.

a7

27 Aud when the seven days were almost com-
pleted, the Jews from A'si-a, when they saw
B in the temple, stirred up all the multitude,
and laid hands on him, erying out, Men of Is'-
ra-cly help: This is the man, that teacheth all
men everywhere inst the people, and the
law, and this place : and moreover he brought
Greeks also into the temple, and hath defiled
this holy place.  For they had betore seen with
him in the city Troph'i-mus the E-phe'si-un,
whom they supposed that Paul had brought
into the temple.  And all the city was moved,
and the people ran together: and they laid hold
on Paul, and dragged him out of the temple:
and straightway the doors were shut,  And as
they were secking to kill Lim, tidings eatie up
to the chief captain of the band, that all Je-ru'
sa=lem was in confusion,  And forthwith he
took soldiers and ecenturions, and ran down
upon them: and they, when they saw the chief
captain and the soldiers, left off beating Paul.
Then the ehief captain came near, and laid hold
on him, and commanded him to be bound
with two chains § and inquired who he was, and
what he had dene. And some shouted one
thing, some another, among the erowd: and
when hie could not know the certainty for the
uproar, he commanded him to be brought into

5 the castle. And when he came upon the stairs,

80 it was, that he wus borne of the soldiers for

the violence of the erowd ; for the multitude of

the people followed after, erying out, Away

with him.
.
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37 An us Paul was to be led into the castle, he
said unto the chiet captain, May 1 ak unto

thee? Who said, Cunst thou speak Greek ?

3% Art not thou that E ‘tian, which before

th (s madest an upro

the derness four thousand mien that were mur-

But Paul said, I am an which am a Jew
Vsus, a eity in Ci-li'e eitizen of no mean
and, 1 beseech thee, sutfer me to speak unto

<ll\
the people.

TIME.—A.
DOCTRI

edness of the unregencrate heart (Verse 36).

Re—derusalem,
—The wick-

HOME READINGS,
M. Paul at Jerusalem. Acts 21, 27-30,
T'u. Journey to Jerusalem. Acts 21, 10-
W. Result of Paul's defense.  Acts 22,
7. Before the council.  Acts 23, 1-11.
F. Opposition foretold. John 16. 1-7.
S, Exhortation to bolduess. Matt, 10, ¢
S. Rejoicing in persecution,  Rom. 8. 31-39.

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 181, New Canadian Hymnal.

One more day's work for Jesus.

No, 185, New Canadian Hymnal.
1 want to be a worker for the Lord.

. 183, New Canadian Hymnal.

‘/

Am I a soldier of the cross.

New Canadian Hymnal (enlarged edition).
Hymn No. 425,

QUESTIONS FOR SEN lOR STUDENTS.
1. In the Temple, v.

What * seven days ' are ]wn referred to?

Who found Paul in the temple?

Why were these Jews expecially unfriendly to
Paul ?

What false accusation did they bring aguinst
him?

What had they seen, and what false inference |

had they made?

May a good person have evil reports areulated
about him ¢ (Matt, 5. 11.)

What should we do when false stories are told
about us?

How should we treat those that speak evil of us?
(Rom, 12, 17.)
2. In the Street, v. 20-34,

What did the mob do to Paul ?

What did they intend to do?

A leddest out into |

| 87 And as Paul wasabout to be brought into the
| castle, he saith unto the chief captain, May 1
| say something unto thee? And he said, Dost
| 38 thou kuow Greek? Art thou not then the
E-gyp'tian, which before these ds Wy s stirred up to
| sedition and led out into (lu wile 14 rness the l-»u.
30 thousand men of the As

I am a Jew, of Tar'sus in Ci-li'ci

no mean eity : and Ibesoech thee, gi\«-nw leave

to speak unto the

How were they prevented ?
What was the chief captain’s name?  (Acts 23,

did Lysias command ?
What did he inguire ?
What was the answer of the mob?
When had a similar event before happened to
Paul? (Acts 1
What is the
3. In the Castle, v.
What was Lysias's s
Paul 2 (Verse 34.)
What ¢
How was Paul taken into the castle ?
What waa the ery of the mob!?
Against whom had the people of Jerusalem be-
fore said the same ? (John 19, 15.)
What showed Paul’s ealmness 2 (Verse 37.)

Goroey Texr!?

ond commund concerning

¢ was this?

tain mistaken him?

For whom had the chief
What did Paul say cone
What request did he make?
What should a Christian be always ready to do
(1 Peter 3. 15.)
Practical Teachings.

ning himselt'?

How s this lesson show—

; 1 it enemices of the truth are willing to be-
lieve evil of a good man ?

2, That pretended zeal for God's cause is some-

times a cloak for erime ?
3. That a Christian may be calm in the midst of
danger?
Hints for Home Study.
1. Make a list of the Roman centurions and cap-
tains mentioned in the New Testament, and the

attitude of each toward the Gospel.
| 2 How many times had Paul been brought be-
| fore Roman authorities as a eriminal, and what had
Deen their attitude toward him ?

Are there any indications in Acts that Paul
had friends in high places under the Roman gov-
ernment ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. In the Temple, v.
What people stirred up pe lwumnn against Paul?
What did they do to him?

What charges did they make against him?
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Upon what did they found their lust charge ?

What is Christ's warning against hasty Jjudg-
ment? (John 7, 24,)
2. In the Street, v, 30-34,

What gathering quickly occurred ?

What was done with Paul ?

What did the mob intend to do?

Who came to Paul's rescue?

What were the people doing te him?

What command did the officer give ?

What did he ask ?

What answer did he get ?

What did he then order ¢

What warning had Christ given of unjust treat-
ment ¢! (John 15, 20,)

What is Paul's word to ns?
3. In the Castle, v. 35-30,

What oceurred at the entrance to the castle ?

What did the mob ery out ¢

What request did Paul make of the cuptain ¢

What was the captain’s answer?

What did Paul say for himself?

What did he ask permission to do?

(Gorven TExT,)

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. The power of prejudice ?
2. The injustice of prejudice ?
5. The wickeduess of prejudice *

Home Work for Young Bereans,

Find how many temples in Jerusalem are men-
tioned in the Bible, and by whom they were
built.

Who was slain in the temple during the reign
of Joash ¢

Wio was the first Christian martyr, and where
do we read about his deatl

EXPLANATORY AND

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who were glad to see Paul in Jerusalem? The
Christian brethren,

Who soon began to persceute him? The une
believing Jews,

Where did they find him one day? In the
temple.

What did they accuse him of speaking against ¢
The law,

What did they drag him out of the temple for?
To kill him.

What did this cause? A great uproar.

Who came hurrying to the &pot with soldiers ?
The Roman captain, Lysias,

What did the captain do? Bound Paul,

What did ke ask? Who he was, and what
he had done.

What could he not learn from the people ?
What the trouble was.

Where did he have Paul taken?
castle,

Where was the castle? Near the temple,

To whomdid Paul speak in the castle? ‘To the
captain,

What did he tell lim? Who he was.

What did he ask to be allowed to do? To
speak to the people.

What had the captain thought? That Paul
was an Egyptian,

Into the

Words with Little People.

Boys and girls who love Jesus sometimes suffer
perseeution. It is hard to be laughed at for Jesus’
sake.,  Itis hard to be called names for his suke.
Itix hard to lose home and friends for his sake.
Yot even this happens sometimes,  But it is harder
than all these to «Hnny Jesus and lose his smile,

Whisper Precept,
Stand up for Jesus,

PRACTICAL NOTES.

General Statement,
Now the apostle receives on his arm that iron circle which to the world was the bond of shame, but to
him was a bracelet of honor, the chain which made him * the prisoncr of the Lord,” and which he was

destined to wear for five years, in the castle

at Jerusalem, in the prison at Ciesarea, on the deck of the

vessel, and before the tribunal of the emperor.  We see him fulfilling his vow in the Nazarite's chamber

in the temple,

Suddenly, dark and ominous looks are east upon him; faces he has scen in the streets

of Ephesus are now scowling in the temple; the ery is raised, “Ielp, men of Isracl 1 and from the

cloisters around the idlers rush to the scene, Bitter

accusutions are heaped upon him—some the half-

truth which is worse than a lie, some open falsehoods s and in & moment the apostle is seized by violent

hands, and dragged through the Beautiful Gate
marble steps into the Court of the Gentiles,

(which is quickly closed by the Levites), and down the
A moment more, and the noblest life in that age would

have been trampled out under the raging throng. But the quick cyes of the guard on the walls of the

overhanging tower have

watched the gathering crowd ; in an instant the

Roman eagles light upon their

prey, and the mob finds itself surrounded with lines of glittering soldiery., The commandant of the
castle arrests the stranger whose presence has occasioned the riot, and soon Paul, chained to a soldier

by each wrist, is on his way up the stairs to the tower,

tude.  With consciousness of power, he

There he looks down upon the wild multi-

asks the privilege of addressing it, His request is granted ;

his right arm is freed, and with a wave of the hand he stills the crowd, and begins his address.
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Verse 27. The seven days. During which | warrantable inferences from the acts and words of

Paul and the four men under a vow remmned in
(or perhaps visited daily) the Nazarite's room in
the women’s court in the temple, fulfilling the re-
quired ceremonics.  Almost ended. It was on
the fifth day that these events took place. The
Jews which were of Asia. Proconsular Asii,
or the provinces of Asia Minor bordering on the
Agean Sea, having Ephesus as their metropolis.
To these Jews Paul's face was familiar, as they
had met him in controversy in the synagogues,
and their hate against him was intense. When
they saw him. They were surprised to see their
old antagonist fulfilling Jewish rites in the sacred

place, for they had helieved him to be an upostate | temple was assumed to ward off unfriendliness on

from their faith. Stirred up all the people.
There was no place where Jewish bigotry could be
more casily excited than in the temple, and its
courts had often been stained with blood. See
Luke 13. 1. Laid hands on him. Not arrest-
ing him with legal forms, but seizing him for
sumary vengeance.

28. Men of Israel, The old war ery, which
would arouse every Jew. Help. As if some
wild beast were in the temple, whom all must
help to seize and slay. Thiss The original is a
pronoun of contempt, ¢ This W reteh.,” Teach=
eth all men. Notice that Paul is charged with
the crimes once charged aguinst Stephen with
Paul’s consent. Against the people. ‘The
people” always meant the Jewish race. This
charge was based upon his preaching that Gen-
tiles and Jews were to be saved upon the same
terms.  And the law. This was not true. Ile
had declared that the law in all its infinite details
was not binding upon believers in Christ, but he
had nowhere spoken against it. This place.
The temple was the holiest spot of earth to the
Jews: while Paul had proclaimed God’s dwelling
place to be in the hearts of true believers. Closely
examined, these charges thus far will appear no
greater perversion of Paul’s real teachings thun
might be expected from partisans who werestrenu-
ously opposed to them. Brought Greeks, The
word is used in its wider sense, referring to all
Gentiles who spoke the Greek langu Into
the teraple. The temple, in general, referred to
the various courts and outer buildings, as well as
to the house of God within them. Into the outer
court alone, ealled the Court of the Gentiles, for-
cigners were permitted to enter.  Polluted this
holy place. The very presence of a Gentile on
the holy pavement would render it unclean in the
Jewish view. A slab has recently been discovered
in Jerusalem, which formed a part of the balus-
trade around the inner court, and it bears an in-
seription warning aliens not to enter. (1) How
Jard itis for men to deal fairly with opinions con-
trary to their own. (2) How easy it s to draw un-

those opposed o us.

29. For they had seen. They had scen
their Gentile townsman in the city, and they con-
cluded, most unjustly, that Paul had brought him
into the temple. Trophimus an Ephesian.
One of Paul’s most intimate friends, who had ac-
companied him from Europe, and eight years af-
terward is named again (2 Tim. 4. 20). 'Whom
they supposed. (3) Jt ismuch casier to suppose
evil than good of an enemy. (4) God's servants are
very closely watched by an envious world, and have
need to be car¢ful in their conduct.

30. All the city. Notice that the vow in the

the part of Jewish Christiansj yet the danger
came not from these, but from Jewish unbelievers
in Jesus. Wasmoved. These words show that
there was an extensive tumult; how extensive,
may be inferred from the heavy guard around the
apostle on the second night afterward, when he
was removed to Cwsaren (Acts 23, 23). People
ran together. From the surrounding quarters
into the Court of the Women, where the riot be-
zan.  They took Paul. ¢ Seizing hold ”’ is the
foree of the original, Drew him out. From
the women’s court into the Gentiles, which was
not considered sacred ground. ‘The doors were
shut. The four brazen doors of the women’s
court were closed to shut out the mob, and not
pollute the conseerated place with blood. (5) For-
malists are more particular to observe the sanctitics
of places than of human life. Even now in Mexico
and Ttaly men will be careful not to omit knecling
to u cross or .xprinklin-_' with holy water, who
would not seruple to murder an innocent man.

21, Tidings came. The watchmen on the
wall of the castle of Antonia, north of the temple,
could look down upon the entire scene on the
pavement of the Gentiles’ court. To the chief
captain. In Greck, the ¢ chiliarch,” or com-
mander of a thousand men, corresponding to the
colonel of a regiment, Ilis name was Claudius
Lysias. Of the band. The garrisoin in the
castle, kept there to hold the people under con-
trol. The procurator, or governor, of the provinee
held his headquarters at Caesarea, but kept a strong
foree in Jerusalem, where the bigoted Jews were
turbulent and restless under the Roman yoke.

32. Centurions. Captains of companies, each
having o hundred soldiers under him. Ran
down. There were two ways of entrance: a
stair from the castle leading down to the Court of
the Gentiles, and an underground passage opening
into the guard room in the wall by the Beautiful
Gate. If both these were used the rioters would
find themselves before two detachments of Roman
soldiery. They left beating. Surrounded by
soldiers who were closing in upon them, they
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dropped their prey and sought their own
safety.

33. Chief captain ... took him. This
was Paul's formal arrest by the Roman authority,
under which he reniained a prisoner for five years,
DBound with two chains. To a soldier on each
side. Demanded. e saw that Paul was the
occasion of the disturbunce, but knew not what
wus its cause.

34. Some cried. The confused cries and Ile-
brew 1 made it impossible for the officer to
learn what was the matter. Carried. Rather,as
in Revised Version, * taken.” Into the castle,
The tower, or castle, of Antonia, originally built
by one of the Maccabean princes, but enlarged by
Herod, and named in honor of Mark Antony. It
stood above the temple at its northwest corner,
and was the headquarters of the commanding offi-
cer, and in its different parts a palace, a judgment
hall, a fortress, and a prison,

35, 36. Upon the stairs, Leading up from
the gate Tedi, on the north of the Courtofthe Gen-
tiles, to the platform of the castle Antonia, an
ascent of about seventy feet. BBorme of the
soldiers. This is undoubtedly the recollection
of Luke himself, who writes as a witness of the
scene, and beheld the apostle in the center of the
roldiers rising above the reach of the frantic popu-
lace. Away with him, Iow the thought must
have rushed through Paul’s mind that in the same
way and near the same spot he had aided in the
violent seizure and slaying of Stephen !

37. As Paul was to be led. There was one
calm, self-possessed heart in that raging sea, and
as the apostle looked down upon the throng he saw
in them only a multitude of souls to be won for his
Master, without one thought of his own safety.
May I speak? He spoke in the Greeck lan-

CRITICAL NOTES.

The difficulties of these two lessons grow out of
the history, and not out of the text. That 1 may
consider these difficulties somewhat at length I treat
these lessons together. Iow does it happen that
there are at Jerusalem myriads of Jews that are
believers, and yet zealots for the law?  How comes
it that James and the elders have no words of re-
buke for such Christians? What possible excuse
is there for Paul’s conduct? Ile has been the
champion of Christian freedom. Now when ac-
cused of it, he seems to regard the charges false,
and secks by compliance with Mosaie custom to
place himself on a plane with his accusers, How
is it that, after yielding to the advice of James and
the elders, he is yet seized by the Jews, who eeek to
kill him? How is it that James and the elders
and the brethren who received him so kindly, and
praised God for his successful work among the

guage, quictly, and with a complete mastery over
himself and his surroundings. Canst thou
speak Greek? The chief captain was surprised
to hear him speak in the cultivated Greck lan-
guage, and in a few moments the populace were
equully surprised to hear him speak in the sacred
Hebrew tonguc. (6) See the calmness of the heart
that vests fully in Christ !

38, Art not thou that Egyptian? Jo-
sephus gives two accounts of this impostor who led
an ignorant rabble out of Jerusalem, claiming
power to work miracles. e was attacked by the
procurator Felix, and his followers dispersed, but
the Egyptian himself escaped, and now the chief
captain imagines that he Las reappeared. Four
thousand. Josephus says * thirty thousand,”
which may refer to the larger number gathered
afteratime. Men that were murderers, An
organized association, who punished apostasy from
Judaism by seeret murder, and often used their
daggers for political ends. They remind us of the
“Thugs " of India,

39. But Paul said. Paul's whole conduct
shows dignity, self-possession, confidence in his
cause, and personal magnetism, 8o sure is he of
his power that he ventures to address a wild mob
of enemics, stills them to silence, and for a time
holds their attention. X am a man. Thisshould
be, “Tam aJew of Tarsus,” as the other words are
not in the original, and are unnecessary to the
sense, A Jew., And not ““that Egyptian,” as
the chief captain supposed. Of Tarsus. The
capitel of Cilicia, in Asia Minor, and a well-known
city. No mean city. Itwasa prominent city of”
the empire, and a seat of learning equal in that age
even to Athens. Suffer me to speak. It was
a bold request, for if his very presence had aroused
such a riot, what might follow from his speaking!
Yet its very boldness secured the privilege,

(Lessons VII and VIIL)

Gentiles, are not here with him in his peril and
sharing his fate? John Wesley, in his  Notes,”
states these difficulties so clearly, and faces them in
such a manly, straightforward way, that I quote
him in detail :

¢ Verse 20. They are all zealous for the
law. For the whole Mosaic dispensation, Iow
astonishing is this! Did none of the apostles,
besides St. Paul, know that this dispensation was
now abolished?  And if they did both know and
testify this, how came their hearers not to believe
them?

¢¢21. They have been informed concerne«
ing thee, that thou teachest the Jews
not to circumcise their children, nor to
walk after the customs. Of the Mosaic law.
And soundoubtedly he did. . And so he wroteto all
the churches in Galatiay.among whom were many-.
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Jews. Yea, and James himself had long before
assented to Peter affirming before all the apostles
and all the brethren (chap. 15. 10) that this
very law was ¢ a yoke which [said he] neither our
fathers nor we were able to bear. Amazing,
that they did not know this! Or that, if they
did, they did not openly testify it, at all hazards,
to every Jewish convert in Jerusalem !

¢+ 22, What is it therefore? What is to be
done? The multitude must needs come
together. They will certainly gather together
in a tumultuous manner, unless they be some way
pacified.

« 23, Therefore. To obviate their prejudice
against thee: Do this that we say to thee.
Doubtless they meant this advice well ; but could
Paul follow it in godly sincerity? Was not the
yielding so far to the judgment of others too
greut a deference to be paid to any mere men ?

¢ 24, And all will know . . . that thou
thyself walkest orderly, keeping the law.
Ought he not, without any reverence to man,
where the truth of God was so deeply concerned,
to have answered plainly, I do not keep the Mosaic
law: neither need any of you. Yea, Peter doth
not keep the law. And God himself expressly
commanded him not to keep it; ordering him to
4go in to men uncircumcised, and to eat with
them’ (chap. 11. 8), which the law utterly forbids.

¢ 26, Then Paul took the men. Yiclding
his own judgment to their advice, which seemed
o flow not out of spiritual, but carnal, wisdom j
.seeming to be what he really was not ; making as
iif he believed the law still in force.. ..

¢¢ 33, Then the tribune . . « And how many
.great ends of Providence were answered by this
imprisonment ! This was not only a means of
rpreserving his life (after he had suffered severely
for worldly prudence) . . .’

Wesley’s words need no commendation. He
had the good sense to see that it was useless to
maintain any mechanical idea of perfection for
‘the apostle. The conflict of Peter and Paul at
Antioch was a fact, and he male room for a fact,
regardless of consequences. He spoke according
tothe light he had, and if from his view of the
case Paul was wrong, there was no mincing of
matters; Paul was wrong, and he said so. There
are two reasons that go to explain Wesley’s frank
condemnation of the apostle : first, ** his ingenuous-

ness ;" as he sees things, so they are, and he knew
no reason for concealing the truth; second, that
he saw things just as he did was an imperfec-
tion of his age. The New Testament literature
had been considered almost exclusively from its
divine side, as a revelation, as & scheme of re-
.demption. That this revelation was imbedded
;in history; that it must be studied as a bit

dividual, for the development and clash of opinion,
was almost wholly ignored in his day. That Paul
should differ from James; that James’s converts
should think other than Paul’s ; that a man should
be & Christian and at the same time a zealot for
the law, was an enigma to Wesley. He was fuce
to face with history, and was helpless, He could
deal only in exclamations: * Amazing! Aston-
ishing!"

He who wishes to appreciate Paul’s conduct here
must get a comprehensive and at the same time un
exact understanding of his history. The follow-
ing outline will give some glimpse of the scope of
this discussion, and will furnish the key to one, at
least, of the difficulties, namely, that a man might
be a Christian and at the same time a zealot for
the law. The history, of which the events of
these lessons are but episodes, falls into three
periods which mark three distinet stages in its
progress : (I) The Extension of the Church to the
Gentiles ; (11) The Recognition of Gentile Liberty ;
(111) The Emancipation of the Jewish Churches.

1. The Extension of the Church to the Gentiles.

1. The dispersion wus the link which con-
neeted the Hebrews of Palestine with the outer
world,

2. Pentecost, the baptism of the Christian
Church, opened the path for its extension to the
Gentile world.

8. The appointment by the Church at large of
Hellenist officers, all of whose names are Greek,
was a great step forward,

4, Stephen is acknowledged to be the forerun-
ner of the apostle of the Gentiles.

5. Philip carried into practice the doctrine which
Stephen preached and for which he died: (a) Te
the Samaritans who occupy the border land be-
tween the Jew and the Gentile; (b) To the Ethi-
opian eunuch, whereby a more formidable line
was broken through.

6. The conversion of Cornelius.

7. The preaching to heathen idolaters at An-
tioch by men of Cyprus and Cyrene.

11. The Recognition of Gentile Liberty.

1. The mantle of Stephen fell on the persecutor
of Stephen ; Saul was called to bear the name of
Christ to the Gentiles.

2. The withdrawal of the apostles from Jerusa-
lem was due to the martyrdom of James, the son
of Zebedee.

3. The severe famine that devastated Palestine
made the church at Jerusalem dependent on the
liberality of the Gentile churches.

4. Saul at Antioch was set apart by the Spirit
for the apostleship of the Gentiles. The Gospel
then entered upon a new career of triumph.

5. The conference at Jerusalem ; its results were
twofold : first, the settlement of the points of dis-

of history ; that a large place must be made for
the influence of loeality, for the coloring of the in-

pute between the Jewish and Gentile converts;
secondly, the recognition of the authority and

o6 1 N
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commission of Paul and Barnabas by the apostles
of the circum sion,

I1L. The Emancipation of the Jewish Churches.

1. The death of James, the Lord’s brother, who
had been the great leader at Jerusalem.

2. The fall of Jerusalem, A, D, 70,

3. Jew and Christian were now made to stand
in a position of direct antagonism,

Such a survey as a glance at this outline sug-
gests, indicates how long and involved was the pro-
cess that brought frecdom from the law for Jew
und for Gentile, and how precarious a Pposition was
that occupied by Paul.

For full discussion of what is given here in out-
line, see Lightfoot's Galatians, Appendix, *8t,
Paul and the Three.”

Did Paul err in following the advice of James ?
The answer to this question cannot be wisely made
unless two very important tusks of the apostle be
kept clearly in mind. He was the apostle to the
Gentiles, and as such it devolved on him to keep
the door of the Church wide open, at whatever
cost. The opposition of the Jews, ro persistent
and obtrusive as it was, made it necessary for him
to oppose with his might the magnifying of the
Mosaic law. In behalf of the Gentiles and against
Jewish bigotry he was made to appear much more
a foe of Mosaism than he really was. For expres-
sions that cleary embody this thought comp. Gal,
5.2,8,6; 6. 13,

On the other hand, Paul was a Jew and had been
4 bigot himself, and he saw very clearly the neces-
sity of keeping the two wings of the Church in touch.
On him more than on anyone else rested the respon-
sibility of saving the Gentile body of believers
from being cast off as n sect. The following state-
ments taken into consideration will bring this side
of his work into view :

1. That to the Jews is assigned by Paul every-
where the prerogative over the Gentiles (Rom. 1,
1652, 9,105 8.1, 2).

2. His affection for his countrymen finds ardent
expression in Rom. 9, 1-8; 10. 1, 25 11, 1, 26.

3. His practical eare for his countrymen is man-
ifest in Rom. 15. 25, 26; 1 Cor. 16, 1-6; 2 Cor.
Sand 9; Gal. 2. 10,

4. His conformity to Jewish
(1 Cor. 9. 20).

5. His reverence for the Old Testament Serip-
tures is unmistakable always, It is worthy of
notice that these statements concerning Paul’s re-
gurd for his countrymen and his effort to conciliate
them are all taken from his own letters, which is
in itself a refutation of the theory of Baur and his
school that the Acts of the Apostles and the Paul-
ine writings are in sharp contradiction in this re-
spect.  ““These facts borne in mind, the portrait
of St. Paul in the Acts ought not to present any
difficultiex, It records no one fuct of the apostle,
it attributes no sentiment to him, which is not

habits and usages

either covered by some comprehensive maxim or
supported by some practical instance in his ac-
knowledged letters.” It is as we see Paul accom-
plishing this twofold mission that we come to un-
derstand the true breadth and majesty of his
churacter. His triumphs were sometimes exhibi-
tions of that superfine heroism that subordinates
ruggedness and independence of 8pirit to the needs
of narrow and bigoted men, That, like his Mas-
ter, he should, when reviled, endure all things that
he might save some, is a quality too fine to re-
ceive general applause. Were Wesley writing his
* Notes” to-day there would be in them less of
amazement and of rebuke,

The Lesson Council,

Question 1. Jn what sense was the temple *“ the
house of God PV Are our churches houses of God
in the same sense? Are certain places holier than
other places ?

The temple was built by the Jews for the wor-
ship of God. It was a standing proclamation of
their faith in him as the only true and living
God. Tts holy of holies was made sacrel and
awful by the presence of the Shekinah, upon
which only the high priest might look once in the
year. All sccular uses were regarded as a profa-
nation.  Christ’s authoritative expulsion of the
traffickers of his day from the sacred place secals
this opinion with the divine sanction, Moreover,
it teaches the same truth concerning our churches,
True, we have no visible 8hekinah, but God is
honored in their erection, and he is glorificd by
their services. Our churches should therefore be
regarded with feelings of speeial reverence,

Question 2. What things are right outside the
temple or the church which are wrong within those
places?  Should public meetings, concerts, entertain-
ments, or church fairs be regarded as a profanation
of the church building?  Jf wrong in the audience
room, are they right in the lecture room ?

1. Buying, selling, banking, personalities, and
partisan politics, All publie meetings, concerts,
and entertainments admitted into the church build.
ing should be free from the irreligious taint, and
of such & high moral tone as not to profane the
place for the worship of God. 2. If the lecturs
room is where the people meet to pray, it ought to
be as sacred as the part of the church building
where they meet to hear the Gospel preached,

Question 3. Should a man expect persecution
now for fidelity to Christ? Is the worid different
JSromits condition in Pauls time in this respect ?

To the Christian who is faithful in things great
and small life’s voyage will not be over a perfectly
smooth sea; yet much of the persecution of the
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present day is provoked by the indiscreet methods
or bad spirit of religious workers. The world is
radically different to-day from what it was in
Paul’s time, else Christianity has failed in the pur-
pose for which it was established. The spirit of
the age has been so softened under the influence
of the religion of Christ that questions which in
his time would have led to bloody and destructive
wars are now quicly settled by arbitration.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
Persecutors and Persecuted,
1. Tue PErsECUTORS.

1. Unjuste * T%his is the man.” v. 28,
 Cast out your name.” Luke 6. 22,
“ He was reviled.” 1 Peter 2. 23.

. Falsifying. * Brought Greeks.” v. 28,
* Falsely accusc....conversation,”” 1 Peter

3. 16.

“ All manner of evil....falsely.” Matt. 5. 11,
. Murderous, ** 7o kill kim.”" v. 31,

¢ Delivered unto death.” 2 Cor. 2. 11,

“ For thy sake....killed.” Rom. 8. 30

. Ignorant. * One thing....another.” v. 34,
“ Know not what they do.” Luke 23, 84.

“ Through ignorance.” Acts 8. 17.

I1. Tue PERsECUTED.

. Lawsabiding. ¢ T%e seven days.” v. 27.
 As under the law.” 1 Cor, 9. 20.

¢ For the Gospel’s sake.” 1 Cor. 9. 23,

2. Worshiping, “Ja the temple.” v. 21.

“ Came to bring, ...offerings.” Acts 24. 17
“ 1 bow my knees.” Eph. 8. 14,
. Calm, ** May Il speak?” v. 37,

“ In your patience possess.” Lulke 21.19.

“ Glory in tribulations.” Rom. 5. 3.

4, Courageons, ** Spake unto them.” v. 40,

“1 will not fear " Teb. 13. 6.

“ Fear not, little flock.” Luke 12. 82,

Thoughts for Young People.
The Christian in Trouble.

1. A Christian may fall into trouble, even
though he may be a true Christian, and even be-
cause he is a Christian.

2. Trouble may come to a Christian from the
hate of men who do not believe in the Saviour.
(Verse 27.)

3, The Christian in his trouble may be called
upon to face charges which are entirely false, ‘or
which contain half-truths more injurious than
open falsehoods. (Verses 28, 20.)

4., The Christian in trouble is under the eye of
God, who knows how to protect him when men are
against him. (Verses 81,82.)

5. The Christian in trouble may be calm and

courageous, for he knows that he is in the hands
of a mighty Defender. (Verses 57-40.)

Lesson Word-Pictures.

Hurk !

What is the matter in the temple?
noise !

A shricking, yelling, shouting—one fierce, wild,
angry clamor !

Ah, we can all see now! Around one man is a
wrathful mob, and in the very temple precinets !

Why, they will tear their victim in pieces, pull-
ing this way, pulling that way, anyway, to get
him out. The temple’s peace and sanctity must
not be disturbed, though they have to murder a
man to insure this,

And it is the apostle Paul thus scized, 1 wonder
if in that uproar his mind goes back to the hush
of the meeting at Miletus, when he told the Ephe-
sian elders that he was going to Jerusalem, not
knowing the things that might befall him there,
Yes, a temple riot, and all about the man from the
Miletus meeting of peace and love,

And here it comes out of the temple, a billow of
wrath sweeping forward, and at its front is Paul,
pushed and shoved and dragged.

The news gocs all over the city : that Paul—the
pestilence—in the temple! What a rush is made
for the temple, surging up every street, every lane,
out of every court. The mob from the eity mects
the mob from the temple, Between these two
millstones Paul scems hopelessly eaught. How
the blows are rained on him, on his head, his
shoulders, his back.

But has not Jerusalem a Roman garrison?
Where are the Roman soldiers and their com-
mander? The chief captain is in his quarters. He
may be saying, * All quict to-day! And yet
these Jews can get up a mob at a moment’s no-
tice! Turbulent, troublesome people ! "

This very moment steps may be audible, hurry-
ing over the stone paved corridor, and an officer
may ery, *“Quick, sir! All Jerusalem is in an
uproar!”

Away goes the chicf captain.

The soldiers scize their arms, form in close
ranks, and tramp off behind their proudly lifted
standards, They quicken their step—for they
catch the growing sound of the riot—and there
is the mob! At its front, hustled along, is a man,
bruised and beaten.

But suddenly the whole mob stops! Before it,
confronting it menacingly, are the hated Roman
soldiers, a dense, dread, hostile column.

“Halt!” echoes the command.

The rioters full back. Paul stands out alone.

¢ Bind him!” you hear the Roman commander
shouting.

Such a
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The chains clank about the prisoner, and the
chief captain asks who he is, what he hus done,

There is a bubel of replies, and in the confusion
of the tumult off the soldiers tramp again, leading
Paul in chains, How excitedly the people follow !
What a hurrying torrent of wrath! At the castle
steps the mob presses more violently. See, the
soldiers are lifting Paul in their arms, and so bear
him away from the ferocity of these hounds, bay-
ing, ““ Away with him 1

Into the grim old castle the soldiers are hurry-
ing Puul, when he turns to the chief captain, and
asks, * May I speak unto thee?”

The officer starts. This man talk Greek ? Why,
he thought the fellow an Egyptian cutthroat,

Greek

How Paul's eyes flash! 1Ile is of the proudest
people on the earth ; he is a Jew !

Yes, Paul may speak.

There he stands on the stairs, and as he turns,
what a bedlam he confronts! What a sea of faces,
all wrathful, is below him ! There is a serious look
on the countenance of Paul. It is like a look into
the heart of a tornado,

But Paul is beckoning with his hand,

‘“Hush!” says somebody.

‘ Hush 1" says the next one.

* Hush—sh—sh—sh—sh—sh !

What a growing silence !

Every ear is strained to listen. Some of the old
men hold their hands up to their ears, * ITush—
sh—sh!”

So still now !

And into that hushed space falls from the castle
stairs not any sonorous Latin or musical Greek,
but the old mother tongue of Jerusalem, the fa-
miliar tongue of Abraham, Isaae,und Jacob, the
beloved tongue of the Hebrew,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
BY REV. J. T. GRACEY, D.D,

Acts 21, 28, The readiness with which oriental
peoples cry out against the invasion of the eivil
law, as a pretext in cases of religious persceution,
constantly exhibits itself. An illustration is found
in the reeent disturbances in Turkey. Some
Americait ladies at New Ilaven, Conn., contril-
uted the money for the crection of a girls’ sehool
building, ome of the finest edifices in the city of
Marsovan.  The building was completed, but not
yet oceupied. A large number of seditious pla-
cards were distributed throughout the region of
Marsovan and Cesarea, in the center of Asia
Minor. Some of these were posted on the doors
and walls of mosques and other buildings, One
was placed on the walls of the new girls’ school,
On account of this the Turkish authorities ns-
cribed the authorship of these placards to the
students of the American Mission College, and a

mob proceeded to burn it down. The same sort
of charge for sedition was made against Pau),

The times were stormy. A forcible putting of
this is found in Canon Farrar's explanation of the
highly figurative language used by John in the
Book of Revelation which he uscribes to the dan-
gers of the times, A traitorous Jew like Jose-
phus, who stood on neutral ground, had to write
with caution. Peter had to allude to Rome as
* Babylon,” and Paul called it the * man of sin.”
Naturally John had to use obscure metaphor in
such days as those of the tyrant Nero,

Verse 38, The Egyptian referred to is spoken
of by Josephus as an Egyptian Jew who about two
years before this time came into Judea, giving out
that he was a prophet. 1le collected thirty thou-
sand deluded followers around his standard in the
desert, and pursuaded them to follow him to the
Mount of Olives, where they should sce the walls
of Jerusalem fall down. Felix, the Roman gov-
ernor at the time, marched out against him and
easily routed him, killing four hundred and taking
two hundred prisoners. As he was still alive,
Lysias supposed he had come into the city and
raised another insurrection,

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 21-36.  Five or six thousand Jews met in
Carnegie Music Hall, New York city, a few months
8go, to protest against the ratification of the
Russian-American extradition treaty. Some of
the secular papers expressed surprise at their en~
thusiasm, described as “ burning,” “ flaming,”
‘“relentless,” and that none of the other foreign
populations represented here ever displayed such
qualities of frenzy and seorn, determination and
deflance,  The Irish at Donnybrook Fair never
surpassed in excitement, vocal and physieal en-
crgy, and conflicts, Jews when there is a disturb-
ance in the synagogue between rival factors,
They are a wondrously excitable people, and as
strong and persistent as excitable, No marked
change has taken place in the Jewish tempera-
ment or physiognomy since the days described in
the New Testament. Such a meeting as this goes
very far to assist those who have never secn a
crowd of Jews ander eireumstances of excitement
to understand the biblical narrative. Jows always
were and, as a whole, now are, physically, men-
tally, and emotionally, the most virile race on the
globe,

Perses 20-81, The exaltation of religious cere-
monies over righteousness and justice is secn to-
day in Romish countries. The Virgin Mary is
worshiped with ceremony, while all womanhood
is degraded and enslaved with drudgery. To neg-
leet sprinkling with holy water, orto forget to pray
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before a crucifix, is a far greater sin than murder
of the innocent or stealing or lying.

Verse 32. God’s people are safe even in riot and
violence. In a London art gallery is a picture of
a little child walking slowly along a narrow path
bounded on each side by a terrific precipice, the
edges of which are hidden from his view by a thick-
et. Behind the child is an angel with a counte-
nance of tenderness and anxiety, his hands placed
lightly on the little pilgrim’s shoulders to kecp
him in the center of the path, while he walks for-
ward calmly with an air of conscious safety. So
does an unseen hand hold us up in slippery places.

Verse 36. * Pilate therefore, willing to release
Jesus, spake again to them. But they cried, say-
ing, Crucify him, crucify him. And he said unto
them the third time, Why, what evil hath he
done?....And they were instant with loud voices
requiring that he might be crucified” (Luke 23.
20-23).

Verses 87-39. 1t requires courage and faith to be
calm under attack. Over one hundred years ago,
on one of Mr, Wesley's visits to Chesterfield, he
had commenced an out-door service in the market
place. During the first prayer the constable came
and demanded his presence before a magistrate.
The prayer ended, the man of authority marched
off with the preacher. But before doing so Wes-
ley showed his faith by saying to his hearers,
¢ Friends, sing a hymn while Tam gone. I shall
soon be back,” and he gave out the couplet :

“Why should the children of a King
Go mourning all their days?”

Before the hymn had been sung through a
second time Mr. Wesley returned and preached.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw a diagram of the temple, showing the
Court of the Gentiles, the Court of the Women
(and in it the Nazarite's room), and the Castle of
Antonia....Show what Paul was doing when
geized by the Jews....The accusations....The
arrest by the Roman officer....Paul's request....
Explain *Jews of Asia;” ‘Grecks;"” *chief
captain;” *eastle;” “Egyptian;” ‘“‘no mean
city3” “Tcbrew tongue.”....See * Thoughts for
Young People.”....The * Analytical and Biblical
Outline” contains a line of teaching for older
pupils. ... Jlustrations, Paul’s composed conduct
reminds us of John Knox, who when asked if
he was afraid to meet Mary, Queen of Scots, an-
swered, “ I have looked into the face of many
angry men without fear, and shall a lady’s pleas-
ant face affright me?”....John Wesley, when
in the hands of a mob, was threatened with being
thrown into the river, He was perfectly cool, and
afterward said, ** My only fear was that some pa-

pers in my pocket might be injured if I should be
thrown into the water.” ....At another time, quite
like Paul, he disarmed by an address the rage of a
mob thas had come to kill him,

References.

Freeman. Ver. 28: The inclosure of the temple,
%04....Foster's CycLorEpia. Prose, 2288, 2291,
9205, 2207, 2300, 8782, 8733, 8736, 8738, 10433~
10439, 10962, 4306-4405, 8833, 3834. Ver. 282
Prose, 1866, Ver., 80: Prose, 848,

Blackboard.

/ "'WMAU)M
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People do not all look at things alike. There
may be honest differences of opinion; but when
one gets so prejudiced that he looks only for faults
he eannot see anything good. If you put on blue
spectacles everything looks blue. On the board is
a pair of spectacles, What kind of glasses are in
them? Prejudice is one, and Formalism is the
other. These are the two glasses through which
the Jews looked at Paul. They were intolerant,
and would not look at Paul’s side of the question,
They were so prejudiced that they condemned
Paul and tried to kill him without even a trial or
an inquiry. They used a littlo truth to bolster up
a false statement about Paul, like people nowadays
who spread evil reports by authority of *they
say,” and when they are questioned cannot
tell why the tumult has arisen.

Arprication.—We should be careful what kind
of spectacles we wear,  Get the right kind, What
kind are they ?

Primary and Intermediate.

Lesson Tuovenr. ““For Jesus' Sake.

Review, [Recall the last lesson by printing the
single word * Run” on the board in large letters.]
What ! must every Christian man and woman and
child in the world run?  Yes; a Race. What is
the starting point? Where was Paul when he
started? Who spoke to him?  Does Jesus speak in
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these days? How? To whom? What did Paul
want to finish with joy ¢ How should we run our
race? [Print, and have class repeat many times,
‘8o run that ye may obtain,” Show picture of a
ship.]

Where was Paul going in the last lesson? You
like to go on a journey when you are going to see
kind friends and have a happy time. But Paul
was going to meet enemies and have trouble and
sorrow. Do you wonder why he went? [Print the
Lesson Thought in as beautiful letters as you can
make, and sing one stanza of * What hast thou
done for me?” If your class is not familiar with
it, it may be all the more impressive.] Paul had
reached Jerusalem now, and had seen some Chris-
tians who were glad to see him and hear about the
work he had done,  But this happy time did not
last long.

[Print “ Law * in large letters,] The Jews vho
hated Paul and had tried to hinder his work tried
very hard to keep the law of Moses. They thought
that this would save them. But Jesus came to
teach the Gospel, which shows us that if we
do not have love in our hearts, none of our good
acts can help or save us,

Paul went to the temple to show that he kept
the law, though he knew the Gospel. But this did
not satisfy the Jews. They began to speak against
him, and by and by some Jews who knew him in
the Gentile cities where he had preached came,
und they told wrong stories about Paul, and made
the people very angry. People who have not love
in their hearts get angry very easily. They
caught Paul and took him outside the temple, and
there they beat him, and were getting ready as fast
a8 they could to kill him!

For whose suke did Paul bear all this? Yes, for
Jesus’ sake.  [Sing the stanza of the hymn spoken
of above ending, “ What hast thou done for
me?”]

Hus God forgotten Paul? O, no! Here come
the Roman soldiers.  Not far from the temple is
the castle, or tower, where a thousund soldiers
stay. They are there so that they may be near ifany
trouble should happen in or around the temple.

[Show a picture of a chain.] Are good men ever
bound and put into prison? Yes; Satan seems to
have his way sometimes, and o it was now, The
soldiers thought that Paul must be a bad man or
there would not be so much disturbance, 8o they
caught him and bound him with a double chain,
and carried him to the tower,

Do you think Paul wondered why God let all
this happen 2 No; Paul knew that the great God
could control all these evil men, and that in some
way even these chaing would be us:l to help on
his work,

Puul could speak for Jesus even with the chains
on his hands! [Print in the links of the chain
on the board “ F~-A-I-T-IL.”] If you and I learn

to believe in God, we shall not he afraid when
Satan tries to barm us, but will go right on doing
the work he tells us to do. [Put the Lesson Sym-
bol on the board.]

Paul gave up “Self”—his
own way, hisown pleasure—
“ for Jesus’ sake.”

Children can do that now,
and the same God whom
Paul loved and served will
be pleased with them, just
%N as he was pleased with Paul.

It is not easy to deny self. Many things look
very pleasant and good, which we must not touch
if we want to be God’s children,

[Show a beautiful little box. Open it, and let
the children see dirty bits of paper und other
refuse.]

It is just R0 with many things in this world.
They look good on the outside, but inside there is
evil, [The teucher who knows the special needs of
her class will be able to specify certain ways in
which self should be denied.]

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.
Father, I stretch my hands to thee,
There is a Friend, a Friend you need.
Dare to do right! Dare to be true!
We've listed In a holy war.
When that glorious morn shall come,
No. 2,
Whenever trials press my soul,
0, sometimes the shadows are decp,
Be with me every moment.
Fear not, O troubled soul, nor yield,
T am trusting thee, Lord Jesus,

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]

1. What did the Jews which were in Asia do
when they saw Paul in the temple at Jerusalem ?
They iaid hunds on him.

%+ What did the people intend to do with Paul
when they drew him out of the temple ! ¢¢ They
went about to kill him.”?

3+ Who rescued Paul from the people? The
chief captain,

4s What did Paul ask of the chief captain?
¢¢ Suffer me to speak unto the people.”?

5. What did Paul teach Christians concerning
persecution? ¢ For unto youn it is given,’? cte.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

48. How did all things come into being?

By the will of God; who created all things and
brought all into their present order.
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GOLDEN TEXT. Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men,

be strong.
Authorized Version.
Acts 24, 1025,  [Commit to memory verses
14-16.)

10 Then Paul, after that the governor had beck-
oned unto him to speak, answered, Forasmuch as
I know that thou hast been of many years a judge
unto this nation, I do the more cheerfully answer
for myself':

11 Because that thou mayest understand, that
there are yet but-twelve days since I went up to
Je-ru’sa-lem for to worship.

12 And they neither found me in thetemple dis-
puting with any man, ueither raising up the peo-
ple, neither in the synagogues, nor in the city :

18 Neither can they prove the things whereof
they now accuse me.

14 But this I confess unto thee, that after the
way which they call herenf, so worship I the God
of my fathers, lie\"mﬁ all things which are writ-
ten in the law and in the prophets :

15 And have hope toward God, which they
themselves al<o allow, that there shall be a resur-
rection of the dead, both of the just und unjust.

16 And herein do 1 exercise myself, to have al-
ways a conscience void of offense toward God, and
toward men.

17 Now_after many years I came to bring alms
to my nation, and offerings.

18 Whereupon certain Jews from A'si-a found
me purified in the temple, neither with multitude,
nor with tumult.

19 Who ought to have been here before thee, and
object, if they had aught against me.

20 Or else let these same kere say, if they have
found any evil-doing in me, while I stood before
the council,

21 Except it be for this one voice, that T cried
standing among them, Touching the resurrection
(:If the dead I am called in question by you this

ay.

92 And when Fe'lix heard these things, having
more perfeet knowledge of that way, he deferred
them, and said, When Ly'si-as the chief gaptain
shall come down, I will know the uttermost of
your matter.

23 And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul,
and to let Zim have liberty, and that he should
forbid none of his acquaintance to minister or come
unto him,

24 And after certain days, when Fe'lix eame
with his wife Dru-sil'la, wh'lc‘\ was a Jewess, he
sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith
in Christ,

25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temper-
ance, and judgment to come, Fe'lix trembled, and
answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have
a convenient season, [ will eall for thee.

1 Cor, 16. 13.
Revised Version.

10  And when the governor had beckoned unto
him to speak, Paul answered,

Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of
many years a judge unto this nation, I do

11 cheerfully make my defense: sceing that thou
canst take knowledge, that it is not more than
twelve days since I went up to worship at Je-

12 ru'sa-lem : and neither in the temple did they
find me disputing with any man or stirring up
a erowd, nor in the synagogues, nor in the city.

18 Neither can they prove to thee the things

14 whereof they now accuse me. But this I con-
fess unto thee, that after the Way which they
cull a sect, so serve I the God of our fathers,
believing all things which are according to the
law, and which are written in the prophets:

15 having hope toward God, which these also
themselves look for, that there shall be a resur-

16 rection both of the just and unjust. Herein do
1 also exercise myself to have a conscience void

17 of offense toward God and men alway. Now
after many years I came to bring alms to my

18 nation, and offerings : amidst which they found
me purified in the temple, with no crowd, nor
yet with tumult: but there were certuin Jews

19 from A'si-a—who ought to have been here before
thee, and to make accusation, if they had aught

20 against me. Or else let these men themselves
say what wrongdoing they found, when I stood

21 before the council, except it be for this one

voice, that I cried standing among them,

Touching the resurrection of the dead I am

called in question before you this day.

But Fe'lix, having more exact knowledge con-
cerning the Way, deferred them, saying, When
Ly'si-as the chief captain shall come down, I
28 will determine your matter, And he gave or-

der to the centurion that he should be kept in
charge, and should have indulgence ; and not
to forbid any of his friends to minister unto
him,

24  But after certain days, Fe'lix came with Dru-
sil'la, his wife, which was a Jewess, and sent
for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith

95 in Christ Je'sus, And us he reasoned of right-
eousness, and temperance, and the judgment ©
come, Fe'lix was terrified, and answered, Go
thy way for this time ; and when I have a con-
venient season, I will call thee unto me.

©
©

TIME.—A. D. 50, PLACE.—The palace of
Felix, in Cmsarea, the Roman capital of Pulestine.
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The resur-
rection of the dead. (Verse 15.)

HOME READINGS.

M. Paul before Felix.  Acts 24, 10-16,
Tu. Paul before Felix.  Acts 24, 17-25,

W. The accusation, Acts 24, 1-9,
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Z%. A benevolent object. Row. 15, 25-33.
F. A good conscience. 1 Peter 3, 8-17.
S, An answer provided. Mark 13, 9-13,
8. Power of the word, Heb. 4. 6-13.

LESSON HYMNS,

No, 114, New Canadian Hymnal,

“Nearer the cross!” my heart can say.

No. 271, New Canadian Hymnal,
Arise, go forth to conquer.

No. 121, New Canadian Hymnal,
Saviour! thy dying love.

New Canadian Hymnal

Hymn No. 417,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. Paul Before Felix, v. 10-21.

Before whom was Paul brought ¢

What charges were preferred against him

How did Paul answer the first charge

How did he reply to the second ?

In what did he profess belief?

For what did Paul go to the temple ?

Whom did he say should have appeared against
him?

Of what was their absence a proof?

To whom did Paul allude in verse 207

What only thing could they bring against him ?
2. Felix Before Paul, v, 22-25,

On what pretext did Felix postpone the case ?

On what did Paul discourse ?

Who afterward heard Paul speak ?

On what subject ?  How did Paul speak ?

What are the meanings of % righteousness, tem-
perance, and judgment to come?

How did Felix receive Paul's words ¢

What was Felix’s decision ?

Should we wait for a convenient season before
seeking salvation ¢

When is the best time?  (Eccles. 12, L)

What is the GoLpex Text,

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we learn that—
1. Truth may sometimes be eonsidered heresy ?
2. Men who are just to otliers may be unjust to
themselves ¥
3. People often put off their immediate duty ?
Hints for Home Study.

1. What reasons combined to secure unusual re-
spect from the authorities for Paul as a prisoner?

2. Recall the origin of the enwmity of the ** Jews
of Asia”

8. low many times had Paul been on trial 2

4. How was it that this eccclesiastic fault with
which Paul was charged came before a Romun
civil tribunal ¢

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.,

1. Paul Before Felix, v. 10-21,
What office did Felix hold ¢
Why did Paul checrfully answer before him?
How long before hud Paul gone to Jerusalem ?
What did he deny having done?
What could not be proved?
What did Paul confess?
‘What hope did he cherish?
For what did he ¢ nstantly strive?
For what purpose had he come to Jerusalem?
Who found Paul in the temple ?
What did he say of these men?
What did he challenge those present to say ?
What did Paul admit having said ?
In what should we imitate Paul?

Texr.)

2. Felix Before Paul, v. 22-25,
Of what had Felix knowledge?
What did he decide to do
What did he say ?

What commands did he give about Paul 2

Who was with Felix when Paul next appeared 1

Upon what themes did Paul speak ?

How was Felix affected ?

What did he say?

When is the convenient season ? (2 Cor, 6, 2)

What will be the fate of those who reject God's
callt (Prov, 1, 24-26.)

(GoLpEN

Teachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. Courtesy to all men ?
2, Loyalty to conscience ¢
8. Boldness in Christiun testimony ?

Home Work for Young Bereans,
Find what kings and governors of Judea are
mentioned by name in the New Testament. ... A
young man who was not far from the kingdom of
heaven....A prince who was almost persuaded.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Where did Captain Lysias send Paul?
Felix.

Who was Felix? The Governor of Juden.

Where did he live! At Cmsarea.

Who went with the high priest to accuse Paul?
Tertullus, a lawyer,

What did Le say Paul had done ! Broken the
law,

To
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What was Paul allowed to do? To answer
for himself,
What did hedeny ¢ That he had broken the

Who was his wife? Drusilla, a Jewess,
What did Paul talk to them about? Kis faith
in Christ,

law. For what did Felix wait before giving his heurt

What did Le confess? That he preached the | ¢, Jesus? A more convenient time.
resurrection.

What did he say that he always tried todo? To
keep a good conscience.

How can one keep a good conscience? By doe

Words with Little People.

1t is dangerous to * put off ”” doing right. Felix
knew that he ought to give his heart to the Lonl

ing right. . A
1 Ralt . : Josus, and be his servant. But he said, “1 will
& ‘Z;:t did Felix say ho woulddo? Hear Paul wait till another time.” We do not know that he
.\th; did he tell the centurion to doi To treat ever becawme a Christian. Dear child, do not deluy.
Paul kindly.
Who sent for Paul one dayt Felix and his Lesson Thought.

To-day the Saviour calls,

wife.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

For the first time Paul stands in chains before a Roman tribunal, accused .by Lis own people. The
trial is held in the judgment hall at Cawsarea, and upon the bench sits as judge the careless, unjust, and
sensual Felix, a slave lifted to a throne. Paul’s accusers are heard, but their charges are scattered to the
winds by his manly, dignified defense. He asserts, what no witnesses can disprove, his orderly, law-
abiding conduct, yet boldly owns himself to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, through whom he looks for
the resurrection from the dead. The judge sces plainly that the prisoner is innocent, but, with desireto
win popularity from the Jews, remands him to prison until other witnesses can be summoned.  Ilere
the great apostle languishes for two years, cheered by the companionship of tried friends and by the
visitors from the Cisarean church, One scene of that time stands pictured by Luke's pen. 1t ix that
in which Paul the prisoner stands in one of the chambers of the pulace to give an account of the Gospel
to Felix and his guilty companion, Drusilla, Ie does not rebuke; he reasons, setting before his hearers,
not their erimes, but the standard of God’s law, by which they mightas in a glass behold themselves
guilty. To an ungodly man he di sed of righ ; to a pair swallowed up in lust he showed
sclf-control j to worldlings he presented the judgment to come, until the ruler grew pale under his pris-
oner's eye, and bade him await a convenient season—which never came.

—

Verse 10. Then Paul. Tertullus, the advo-
cate of Paul’s accusers, had made his plea, and the
apostle rose to answer it. The governor. This
man had been a slave, but had been freed by the
emperor Claudius, and wade ruler over the Roman
part of Palestine, embracing Galilee, Samaria,
Judea, and Perea, the district cast of the Sea of
Galilee being governed by “ King Agrippa.”  Ac-
cording to Tacitus, Felix * wiclded the power of a
king with the character of a slave,” and disgraced
his rule by eruelty and lust. Tle was recalled 60
A. D. by the Emperor Nero, Ilis Roman title was
¢ procurator,” and he was subordinate to the pro-
consul Quadratus,who ruled ax the emperor’s repre-
sentative over all Syria, having his capital at Anti-
och, Beckoned unto him. Literally, “nodded
to him.” The haughty ruler gave a nod to the
chained prisoner, little dreaming that only through
that same prisoner he would ever be known to
coming ages. Forasmuch as I know. The
speech of Tertullus is loaded down with hypoerit-
ical flatteries ; Puul compliments the governor only
on the duration of his rule, which has given him
opportunity to become acquainted with the subjects

in dispute. Of many years a judge. Six or
seven years, much longer than most rulers of Pal-
estine in those turbulent times. Amswer for
myself. Paul now in his reply answers to the
charge of sedition, of heresy, of sacrilege. (1) 7/e
Christian can be both courteous and sincere to all men.
11. There are yet but twelve days. As
his departure from Ceesarea as a pilgrim and his re-
turn thither as a prisoner were but nine days apart,
it behooved his enemies to prove that all the erimes
with which they charged him could have been com-
mitted in g0 short a time. I went up. From
that very city of Cwmsarca in which he now stood
on trial. ‘To'worship. Onc who had gone up
to worship wauld not wish to profanc the temple.
12. Neither fonnd me in the temple. Ilc
had gone to the temple as a worshiper and in ful-
fillment of the Nazarite’s vow, and not to stir up
strife. Raising up the people. It was they
who had excited the tumult, not the apostle.
Neither in thesynagogues. These were the lo-
cal meetings for reading the law and exhortation,
which Paul could not have visited during his brief
stay, for he was most of the time in the temple.
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13. Neither can they prove. Here wus the
pith of the case. They had wmade vague, wild us-
surtions about Puul, hoping thut the governor
might be influenced to condemn him without triul,
as doubtless he would have done but for his Roman
citizenship. They very well knew that their
charges could not be proven under the Roman luw,

14. But this I confess. They had charged
that he was ** a ringleader of the scet of the Nuz-
arenes,”  This he wus not ashamed to own, for in
it he was but following the religion of his futhers
and the commands of his own conscience. After
the Way. “The Way” seems to have been the
current term for the fellowship of the Gospel before
the word * Christian” was generully accepted.
Which they call heresy. The word in the orig-
inal is that from which * heresy ” is derived, and is
the one translated *““sect” in verse 5. They had
culled the believers ““ a sect,” and Paul does not
disown the name, for it meant simply a school of
religious opinion. 8o worship Is A wordinclud-
ing worship, but wider in meaning. The God of
my fathers, Ille was not a schismatic, nor an
apostate. He served the God that Abraham and
Moses and David had served, and believed in the
Messiah for whom they had hoped. Believing
all things. He declared himself to be a true
Jew, and denied that in accepting Jesus as the
Christ he had forsaken the fuith of his fathers.
To him the Old Testament Seriptures were not
less, but greater, than they had been. (2) Let us
ever be ready to own Christ as our Master. (3) All
God's people, in every age and lond, have been mem-
bers of one true Clurch. (4) The germs of all re-
ligious truth are to be found in the Old Testament.

15. Have hope toward God. That is,
a hope founded on God’s promise, and expecting
reulization through God’s power. They theme
selves also allow. The hope of the resurrec-
tion, to which Paul refers, was cherished not only
by the Pharisces, but by the mass of the Jewish
people. A resurrection of the dead. Some
modern crities tell us that the Old Testament
gives no thought of a life to come or of a resurrec-
tion. But here was an ancient student, and with
Lim a whole people, who found in the Old Testa-
ment their warrant for a firm belief in immortality.
Just and unjust. A hint, which Felix might
well eonsider, that the unjust judge on earth shall
stand before a supreme tribunal,

16. Herein. In view of this hope of a resur-
rection. Do T exercise myself. I endeavor.
To have always, It is always term time in
the court of conscience.” A i void
of offense. The conscience does not tell us what
is right, but urges us to do what we know to be
right, and rebukes us for doing what we know
tohe wrong. Toward God and toward men.
Many who are faithful to duty as between man
and man are strangely neglectful of their duties

toward God, which are far more importunt.
(5) Our beligfs should not only enter into the miud,
but also he wrought out in the life. (6) Every man
should follow his own couscience, mot other wmen's
opinions.

17. After many years. Four ycars had
pussed sinee Paul’s lust brief visit to Jerusalem, at
the close of lus second wissionary journey (Acts
18.922). 'To bring alms. This is the only men-
tion in the Acts of the contribution so often re-
ferred to in the epistles. Puul had tuken among
the Gentile Christians a colleetion for the poorer
disciples in Judea, and one of his errands to Jeru-
salem had been to present it to the church. And
offerings. The sacrifices which he offered in the
temple in fulfillment of a Nazarite’s vow.

18, 19, Certain Jews from Asia. These
were Jews from proconsular Asia, the district
around Ephesus, who had encountered Paul in the
synagogues of that city. Found me purified.
Not inciting a tumult, nor violating the law, but
fulfilling the ccremonial observances of purifica-
tion. Who ought. The sentence in the original
is broken in such & manner as to suggest, * They
found me purified in the temple; not these who
make the charge, but certain Jews from Asia, who
ought to have been here in person,” cte.  Here
before thee. It was the Roman, as it is the
modern, us for the accused and the accusers to
be brought fuce to face; but these Asiatic Jews,
who were Paul’s real accusers, had not shown
themselves in his trial.  (7) Observe how in the
hour of need Christ makes his follower more than a
mateh for his adversaries.

20, 21. Let these same here, The repre-
eentatives of the council, who were present, not
the Asiatic Jews, Amy eviledoing. Puul culls
upon them to testify, not to hearsay reports, but
to theirown knowledge, and refers to the only time
when he had met these men, in the council a few
days before. Except it be. The only charge
that could be sustuined was, that before the
council he had avowed his belief in the resurree-
tion of the dead ; and that this had been followed
by a riot, not of his friends, but among themselves,
As Meyer says, there was ““a holy irony” in this
declaration,

22. Having more perfect knowledge,
From his desire to hear Paul “ concerning the faith
in Christ,” it is evident that Felix knew more than
most Roman rulers about Christianity, He was liv+
ing at Cesarea, where a Gentile church had been
founded among Roman soldiers (Acts 10), and the
rapid growth of the Gospel was now making it
prominent in the empire. Deferred them. Ad-
journed the case until the chief captain, Lysias, who
had arrested Paul in the temple, could bring more
information. This may have been only a pretext,
for he could easily see that the charges against
Paul had not been sustained,
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23. Commanded a centurion. Probably
the one who had brought him from Jerusalem.
To keep Paul, He was responsible for his
safety, and probably kept him chained to a
soldier, but not confined to a cell. Let him
have liberty. Such favor as would be consis-
tent with safe keeping. Forbid none of his
acquaintance. We may picture the visits of
Luke, who perhaps at this time wrote his gospel,
or made preparation for it; of Aristarchus, who
was with the apostle both before and after this
time ; and of Philip und his family, who lived in
Ceesarea.

24. With his wife Drusilla, She was the
sister of the * King Agrippa " of the next chapter,
and, like all the Herodian women, handsome, but
wicked. She is called the wife of Felix by cour-
tesy, for she had left her lawful husband to live
with him. She perished in the eruption of Vesu-
vius, 79 A. D.. A Jewess. By birth, educa-
tion, and belief, but far below the morals of honest
Judaism. He sent for Paul. Fromidle curi-
osity to learn concerning the Gospel from its lead-
ing advocate, mingled, perhaps, with a slight
quickening of conscience. The faith in Christ.
Here meaning the truths which were held by be-
lievers in Christ. (8) Inguiry may lead to salva-
tion, or it may only load the inquirer with greater
guilt,

25. He reasonmed. In public Puul treated
Felix as a judge ; in private he preached to him as
a sinner. Righteousness, This refers to all
moral duties, both toward God and man, in which
Felix was utterly wanting. Temperance. Here
meaning self-control, or the mastery over passion,
appetite, and lust; a bold message to the guilty
pair whom he addressed.  Judgment to come,
He warned the unjust governor, whose hands
were stained with blood, of a trial when Felix
himself would stand before a Judge whose sen-
tence should be for eternity, Paul’s sermon was
bold, practical, and adapted to the character of his
hearers. (9) He who preaches the Gospel needs the
courage that comes from on high. (10) The law
should be proclaimed bifore the Gospel.  Felix
trembled. It was an inward trembling, rather
than outward, yet Felix may have had his fearupon
his face, thy way. IHe was not angry with
Paul for his faithfulness, but he was not willing
at once to follow his counsels, A convenient
season. A convenient season for hearing, not
for repentance, for there was no sign of true peni-
tence in his conduet. (11) There are still many
Felixes in the congregation listening to sermons,

CRITICAL NOTES.
[For Critical Notes on this lesson sce Lesson for
August 13, page 419.]

The Lesson Council.

Question 1. /s it more important for the Chris-
tian to possess ** @ conscience void of offense™ or an
orthodox beli¢f ?

An orthodox belief is the belief commonly ac-
cepted, It may be true or false, Jewish orthodoxy
crucified the Lord Jesus, and medieval orthodoxy
worshiped saints and instituted the Inquisition, A
sincere man, whatever his belief, may have a
¢ gonscience void of offense.” Paul’s conscience
approved his course when he was persecuting the
Church. Therefore, neither conscience nor ortho-
doxy may be accepted as the supreme authority.
Of the two the voice of conscience is vastly the
more important; but conscience needs to be en-
lightened by the word and by the Spirit of God.
Paul was right, not beeause he had a conscience
¢ void of offense,” but beeause his conscience was
now in harmony with the divine will,

Question 2. Can we perceive any benfit to Paul
or to the cause of Christ from his imprisonment ¥

Yes; much benefit. 1. It proved Paul's sin-
cerity in his faith and in his preaching. 2. Itdrew
the attention of the people to him and to what he
preached, and to whom he preached—Christ, our
Lord. 8. It gave him an opportunity to preach
the Gospel to the rulers, 4. It gave himi a hearing
before Cwesar, and the opportunity to establish a
missionary station in Rome, and proved that God
can “ make the wrath of man to praise him.”

Question 3., What is the d{fference between the
trembling of Felix and a true repentance?

The trembling of Felix did not lead to an im-
provement of life, We find him afterward fie-
quently sending for Paul, hoping to receive money
by way of bribe. True repentance always leads
to reform in life. * Bring forth therefore fruits
meet for repentance,” suid John to the Pharisces
and Sadducees who came to his baptism,

Analytical and Biblical Outline,
The Apostle’s Spirit in Trial.

I. CHEERFULNESS,
Ido....cheerfully answer, v. 10,
“If ye sutfer....happy.” 1 Peter 3, 14,
¢ Rest in the Lord.” Psalm 37, 7.
II. Caxpor.
Thow mayest understand. v. 11-13,
¢ Be ready....answer.” 1 Peter 3, 15,
Tt shall be given you.” Matt, 10, 19,
III. CoxvieTioN,
So worship I....belicving. v. 14,
¢ Saying none other things.” Acts 26, 22, 23,
“We also believe, .. .speak.” 2 Cor. 4. 13,
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1V, ConripENCE,
Have hope toward God. v. 15,
*“ The hope of the promise.” Acts 26, 6, 7.
‘“ An anchor to the soul.” Ieb, 6. 19,
V. ConscienTioUsNESs,
Herein do I exercise. v. 16,
““In all good conscience.” Acts 23. 1,
 How holily and justly.” 1 Thess. 2. 10,
VI. Couvrace.
He reasoned. . ., Felix trembled. v. 25,
‘“Be not afraid of them.” Ezck. 2. 6, 7.
““ With all boldness.” Phil, 1. 20.

Thoughts for Young People.
The Tokens of a True Christian.

1. The true Christian is cheerful in trial, for he
knows that L's Saviour is by his side. (Verse 10.)

2. The true Christian is quiet, orderly, and law-
abiding in his conduet, for he remembers that
God’s cyeis upon him, (Verses 11-13.)

3. The true Christian is always ready to confess
Christ, even in presence of Christ's enemies.
(Verse 14.)

4. The true Christian believes all things that
are written in the Seriptures. (Vegse 14,)

5. The true Christian cherishes a hope of eter-
nal life, and lives in view of it. (Verse 15.)

6. The true Christian seeks always to enjoy a
clear conscience toward God and man. (Verse 16.)

7+ The true Christian is faithful in speaking
against sin, and in secking to save sinners.
(Verse 25.)

Lesson Word-Pictures.

Felix is looking away from his tribunal, He
frowns as he looks, Some Jews—the uneasy, tur-
bulent race—have come down from Jerusalem,
bringing an oily, tonguey orator, one Tertullus,
with them. There they stand over there, solemn,
heavy-bearded, black-eyed, scowling. They are
scowling at a man before the tribunal of Felix.
That man is ulsoa Jew. e is aprisoner. Do you
not hear his chains elank ? Lysias, chief captain
at Jerusalem, sent the prisoner here, and Tertullus
and his crowd have come down to testify against
him. These Jews! They are good to be on a
judgment seat strong and stable, and make some
of these malcontents tremble,

That palavering Tertullus begins and soon is
through,

Now let the prisoner tell his story, Felix beck-
ons to him,

Paul sces the beckoning hand of the ruler and
prepares to speak. How weak he seems one mo-
ment, as you catch another clank of his chains;
the next moment the power of Israel’s God comes

upon this Israclite, and he looks at Felix, calm,
confident, strong.

Felix looks at Paul j Felix, the strong, at Paul,
the weuk ; the Romun on the great judgment seat
at the Jew in chains,

The prisoner says he went up to Jerusalem to
worship, and he declares that he made no trouble
there, in the temple or out of it. Those Jews over
there don’t like it because Paul preached a resur-
rection of the dead, Paul thinks. What? Felix
gives a little toss of the head. What ! the dead live
again, live to account at s#me tribunal for their
sins? Felix frowns. Ile is glad when Paul shifts
the track of his thoughts and says he has tried to
lead a blameless life.  And then in the statement
comes a little picture that may interest Felix, for
he has been at Jerusalem. Ife knows how the
temple looks.  As the prisoner talks the temple
walls rise before Felix, Ile can see a crowd hasten-
ing into the temple courts, Ie can see the pris-
oner among them, only to attend to some solemn
rite of purification, not to make any trouble. The
prisoner assures Felix that the trouble is about the
resurrection of the dead,

What?  Resurrection again? What! the dead
rising up into another life, dense, shadowy masses
of souls going up? What if their sins go with
them, and at some judgment bar trouble each
sinner?

This will do,

The case, let it be deferred. Felix shouts,
““ When Lysias the chicf captain shall come down,
I will know the uttermost of your matter,”

The hearing is closed. The people break up.
The Jews and the oily Tertullus draw closely their
robes and shufile out of the hall, casting, as they
g0, hateful glances toward the prisoner who has
escaped the harpy-cluteh of their hands,

Another duy comes,

Felix again summons Paul, and here he comes
with his guard, those chains dismally clanking.
But who is at the side of Felix? Ah, fair Drusilla,
of haughty Hebrew blood, if everything between
you and Felix be without spot, you need not fear
anything spoken by a man in chains. But, Felix,
Felix, if everything be not right, look out |

May God give his apostle grace boldly to speak.
Bravely does he stand by the truth, He exalts the
cross of Jesus, And then—but look at Felix!
Why is he uneasy? Why is his face so deadly
pale? IMark! That man in chains reasons of
righteousness, temperance, judgment to come. He
lights up that bar of God before which Felix must
stand, And O, how Felix shrinks from it! He
turns away. He is affrighted. He cries, “ Go thy
way for this time. When Thave a convenient sea-
son I will call for thee,” Ah, Felix! who is master
in this hall?  Who is strong, who is victorious,
the Roman or the Jew
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Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Verse 17. One may wonder at Paul’s introducing
the fact that he had been these two years collect-
ing alws for the poor at Jerusalem. But it would
appear a very adroit fact to state at this juncture,
as * alms " are always in the East a popular form
of good works. Van Lennep remarks that the in-
creased population, the inequality of conditions,
the ravages of war, and bad government had re-
duced vast numbers of human beings to a state of
utter dependence and destitution, and it was the
duty of the rich to pMvide for the poor. Few well-
to-do people in the East can pass by a beggar in
the street without giving him the customary picee
of copper, the five para bit equal to about half a
cent. The police never interfere with beggars in
the East any where, except to push them along when
they obstruct the strect. Paralytics are laid down
at the doors of the rich, or of the church or
mosque, and the blind lift up their voice in the
most pitiful wail as they grope from door to door.
In some cities Saturday is beggar's day. The
persecutions of the Christians, and the inequality
of their station and situation, made it very fitting
that the Christians elsewhere than in Judea, who
felt the pressure less, should aid their brethren at
Jerusalem. The Jews have always been careful
of their poor, though at present there are a great
number of most pitiless poor gathered in Jerusa-
lem from the ends of the earth, and they suffered
intensely from exposure and cold last winter. Tt
was therefore appealing to a sort of good deed,
which the Roman officer would recognize at once
as very different from that of stirring up strife and
sowing sedition,

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 10 and 23, Courtesy is an element of
success, ** Be courteous” is a Scripture command
as well as “Be fuithful.” Those who lightly
regurd polish in men, like to have polish on a
diamond. Polish on a stone does not prove it to
be genuine, but a real diamond will surely have
polish, T. T. Munger says: * Courtesy is irre-
resistible.  If you mect the king he will recognize
you as a brother. It is a defense against insult.
All doors fly open when he who wears it ap-
proaches. It cannot be bought. It cannot be
learned, as from a book j it eomes from within,
and from a within that is grounded in truth,
honor, delicacy, kindness, and consideration.”

Verses 10-21, In the margin of the Revised
Version the expression, ‘ redeeming the time,”
is very accurately rendered, “‘ buying up the op-
portunity.” Paul urges upon his brethren, * As
we have therefore opportunity, let us do good
unto all men.” Paul never lost his chance. In
the prison of Philippi a chance was given him to

direct an awakened sinner to the Saviour; ut
Lystra a chance was given him to heal a eripple,
and thus arrest the eyes and hearts of the multi-
tude; in the presence of Felix and Agrippa he was
permitted to speak the right word at the right mo-
ment to two lordly sinners on their tribunals. e
seized the opportunities and made the most of
them, Philip did the same with the treasurer of
Queen Candace when he fell in with him on the
road to Gaza, They both copied their divine
Master, who never let slip the opportunity to
speak the word of wisdom or do the deed of
love. Ilis meeting with the Samaritan woman
and his interview with Nicodemus were used as
rare opportunities to proclaim the truth.—Cuyler.

Ferse 15. Noman who has really grasped the
truth that he is immortal can remain the man he
was when he doubted his immortality. The de-
serted sepulcher ought to mean something in the
character and life of every man who has looked
into it and found it an empty tomb. The genuine
recognition of this greatest of miracles, the Resur-
rection, is not attested by devoutness at Easter
services, but by the kind of life we live after
Easter Day has slipped into the past. Are we to be
more steadfast, patient, and helpful? These are
the real evidences of faith in our immortality.—
Lyman Abbott”

Ferse25. The longer T live, the more I value
those sermons where one man is the minister and
one man the congregation, where the sermon is
from eye to eye, from heart to heart, and there
can be no question who is meant by the appeal.—
Beecher,

The sick man needs not a lecture, but a preserip=
tion, Ilis symptoms must be considered, and the
remedy for his particular disorder - directed,—
Duryea.

“ Go thy way for this time” 1 heard a few
nights ago that if you take a bit of phosphorus,
and put it upon a slip of wood, and ignite the
phosphorus, bright as the Llaze is, there drops
from it & white ash that coats the wood, and
makes it almost impossible to kindle the wood.
And so when the flaming convicticn laid upon
your heart has burnt itself out, it has coated the
heart, and ‘it will be very difiicult to kindle the
light there again.— Maclaren.

The Teachers’' Meeting.

In the teachers’ meeting the lesson may be con-
sidered under “the Five W's.”....1. Whent
How long after the last lesson # How aceount for the
twelve days? Iow long a period in the lesson t
9, Where? The place, location, history, Bible

incidents, present condition?....3. Whot Paul
and his character?  Felix and his character ...

ne
wi
bo
pr
Ta

an




SUNDAY SCHO

OL BANNER. 433

4. What? The events and facts of the lesson,
with the difliculties suggested by them 1. .. .5. What
then? Our interest in this lesson, what we may
lcurn from it?....For the class, see * Thoughts for
Young People ... .8how in Paul some of the traits
of character which the Gospel will impart, and in
Felix the evil of indecision in religion....Dwell
upon the importance of a prompt and a right
choice, and the danger of delay....Jllustrations.
On the day when Julius Cmsar was assassinated
he received a letter, which he put aside, saying,
‘* Business to-morrow.” The letter contained a
warning of his danger, and if he had read it at
once his life might have been saved....The longer
the delay, the heavier the price, and the less the
reward of religion. A sibyl came into the pres-
ence of Tarquin, King of Rome, with nine books
of prophecy, for which she demanded a great
price. Being refused, she went away, destroyed |
three books, and returned with six, for which she
asked a still higher sum of money. Again re-

fused, she came back a third time with only three |

volumes, for which she demanded thrice as much
as for the whole nine. They were purchased, and
found to be of priceless value, Such is salvation,
At its greatest price it is infinitely precious, but
the longer it i8 postponed the harder it is to
be won,

References,

Foster’s CvcrorEnia, Prose, 434, 485, 551, 5962,
5963, 55106, 5513, 5511, 8780, 8784, 8786, 7586, 12190,
12107, Ver. 25: Prosc, 11199, 10198, 8496, 7556,

Blackboard,

ERIL

RISON
UBLIC
RIVATE

NEVER LOWERED IT

Here is an example for each one of us, Paul
never lowered the banner of Christ; no matter |
where he was or in whose company, in peril or in
bonds, in public before the large multitude or in
private before one or two, it was always held up. |
Take this to ourselves, Do 1 always own that I |
um a Christian? Think over each day of lust

I week; how was it with me? All repeat the
Golden Text,
Tue CoNvENIENT SEAsON 18
NOow OR NEVER.,
Heard.
FELIX | Trembled.
Postponed.,
Died Unsaved.

Primary and Intermediate.

. Lessox Tuoveur. Now is God’s Time.

Introductory. Where did we sce Paullast? You
remember that Captain Lysias let Paul speak to
the crowd of angry men that ran after him to the
| tower. There he stood on the stairs, bound with
| two chains, and spoke about Jesus, the Master he

loved so well, The Jews did not want to hear
{ him speak of Jesus. They cried out and made
1 such a noise that Paul could scarcely be heard.

What spirit in their hearts made them act like this?

It was not the same kind of spirit that was in
) Paul’s heart, was it? These bad men could not

kill Paul, Ile was taken into the strong castle,
| and there he slept, with chains on his hands, but
| with a free, happy heart.

I Did you ever see a procession? Four hundred

and seventy soldiers were in one procession not
long after that night in the castle, They were
going to Ceesarea to take Paul there to be tried be-
fore Felix, the Roman governor, In the other
company were Poul’scnemics, With Paul, unscen
by any luman ey+s, marched the Lord Jesus! He
spoke to Paul :

*Be not afraid 5 T am with thee,”

With Paul’s enemies, unseen by human oyes,
went Satan, Ilow pleased he was! *Now we
shall get rid of this troublesome Paul!” he was
saying.

Everywhere there are always two processions
going along the way : one with the Lord Jesus in
the midst, and the other with Satan for company,
Which de you want to march with? You know
you have to choose for yourself.

Felix Hearing. [Make a heart on the board, fine
chains all around it.] Felix, the governor, had an
evil heart bound fast by Satun’s chains, Once he
was a slave, but he had been made free, and had
been put into a high place because he could be hired
to do wicked things, Felix heard Paul's enemies,
and then he heard Paul speak. He knew very well
that Paul was a good man, but he would not set him
free. Felix did not know how to do right and trust
God. He was afraid the angry Jews might make
trouble if he let Paul go. 8o he said he would
hear him again some day, and sent Paul back to
prison.

[Teach that we can never be sure of hearing
right if we have not good, true hearts that love and
fear God.]
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Paul Speaking. Do you think Paul loved to |
preach the Gospel? Now he could preach it to the |
governor and his wife, Drusilla. I am sure he |
was glad, and hoped that both Felix and Drusilla
would learn to love and obey Jesus.

There they sat, side by side, Felix and Drausilla,
ready to hear Paul's words! You would not have
known, if you had seen them, how dark and sinful
their hearts were. [Print *Self” inside the
heart on the board.] Both Felix and his beauti-
ful young wife lived to please themselves, and all
who do that, old or young, great or small, have
dark, sinful hearts, which cun only be made light
by the Lord.

Paul talked to them about right ways of living,
and God’s judgment upon sin. He made them
see how right it is for God to punish sin, so that
Felix trembled. He saw a picture of himself, and
0, how dark and ugly it looked ! |

Once when Harry had been very naughty his i
mamma was telling him how his naughtiness '
looked to God. * Don’t tell me 'bout that,” Harry
suid. Felix felt this way. He was troubled. He l
did not want to be made tothink about God, because
he loved sin, and did not mean to put it away. “
80 he told . Paul to go away now, and some other
time he would send for him.

5 Do you see this closed
| door? Felix would not let
Jesus have his heart * now,”
which is God's time, and so
the door was shut, and it was
| too late !

Little children may begin
to love and obey Jesus now.
To truly love Jesus is to do
what he says. It does not do any good to say, 1
love Jesus,” with the lips, when we are not loving
him with our hands, and our feet, and our eycs,
and every bit of ourselves !

Close by singing ** To-day, the Saviour calls,”
or “ Come to Jesus, just now.”

OFPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.
In thy name, O Lord, assembling.
Holy Spirit, faithtul guide.
Come, said Jesus’ sacred voice.
Come with thy sins to the fountain.
0 could I speak the matchless worth.

No. 2.
Heavenly Father, grant thy blessing.
Ye that love the name of Jesus.
Hark, my soul! it is the Lord.
The Saviour is calling.
He has come! he has come !

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire schonl.]

1. Of what did Paul say he had hope? Of the

resurrection of the dead.

2. Paul exercised himself to have what? ¢¢ A
conscience void of offense.””

3. Of what did Paul reason before Felix?
¢ Righteousness, temperance, and judge
ment to come.”’

4. What effect had this on Felix? Tle

trembled.
5. What does the GoLpex Texrsay ! ¢ Watch

ye, stand fast,”’ etc.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS,
49. Why did God create all things?
For his own pleasure: to show forth his glory,
and to give happiness to his creatures.
50. When did God create man?

After the creation of the earth, God ma’‘e man
to be the chief of his creatures upon it.

A. D. 60.]

LESSON IX. PAUL BEFORE AGRIPPA.

[Aug. 27.

GOLDEN TEXT. Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 1Cor. 1. 24

Authorized Version.
Acts 26. 19-32. [Commit to memory verses
22,98.)

19 Whereupon, O king A-grip'pa, I was not dis-
obedient unto the heavenly vision :

20 But showed first unto them of Da-mas’cus,
and at Je-ru’sa-lem, and throughout all the coasts
of Ju-de'a, and then to the Gen'tiles, that they
should repent and turn to God, and do works meet
for repentance.

21 For these causes the Jews caught me in the
temple, and went about to kill me.

22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I
coutinue unto this day witnessing both to small

Revised Version.

19 Wherefore, O king A-grip'pa, I was not dis-
20 obedient unto the heavenly vision: but de-
olared both to them of Da-mas'cus first, and at
Je-ru'sa-lem, and throughout all the country of
Ju-de's, and also to the Gen'tiles, that they
should repent and turn to God, doing works
21 worthy of repentance. For thiscause the Jews
seized me in the temple, and assayed to kill me.
22 Having therefore obtained the help that is from
God, I stand unto this day testifying both to

small and great, saying nothing but what the

SHEEES | S Vi s
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and great, saying none other things than those
which the prophets and Mo'ses did say should
come:

23 That Christ should suffer, and that he should
be the first that should rise from the dead, and
should show light unto the people, and to the
Gen'tiles,

24 And as he thus spake for himself, Fes'tus said

|
|
{
|

with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; |

much learning doth make thee mad.

25 But he said, T am not mad, most noble Fes'- |

tus; but speak forth the words of truth and sober-
ness,

26 For the king knoweth of these things, before
whom also 1 speak freely : for I am persuaded that
none of these things are hidden from him; for
this thing was not done in a corner.

27 King :\-uri]x'lpu. believest thou the prophets ¢
I know that thou believest.

28 Then A-grip’pa said unto Paul, Almost thou
persuudest me to be a Christian,

29 And Paul said, I would to God, that not only
thou, but ulso all that hear me this day, were both
ulmost, and altogether such as 1 am, except these
bonds,

30 And when he had thus spoken, the king rose
up, and the governor, and Ber-ni'ce, and they that
sut with them :

31 And when they were gone aside, they talked
between themselves, saying, This man doeth
nothing worthy of death or of bonds.

32 Then said A-grip'pn unto Fes'tus, This man
might huve been set at liberty, if he had not ap-
pealed unto Cie'sar.

23 prophets and Mo’ses did say should come ; how
that the Christ must suffer, and how that he
first by the resurrection of the dead should pro-
claim light both to the people and to the Gen'-
tiles.

24 And as he thus made his defense, Fes'tus

saith with a loud voice, Paul, thou art mad ;

thy much learning doth turn thee to madness.

But Paul saith, I am not mad, most excellent

Fes'tus; but speak forth words of truth and

For the king knoweth of these
things, unto whom also I speak frecly : for 1
am persuaded that none of these things is hid-
den from him ; for this hath not been done in

27 a corner. King A-grip’'pa, belicvest thou the

28 prophets 7 1 know that thou believest. And
A-grip'pa said unto Paul, With but little per-
suasion thou wouldest fain make me a Chris-

29 tian.  And Paul said, 1 would to God, that
whether with little or with much, not thow
only, but also all that hear me this day, might
become such as I am, except these bonds.

25

26 soberness.

30 And the king rose up, and the governor, and

81 Ber-ni‘ce, and they that sat with them : and
when they had withdrawn, they spake one te
another, saying, This man doeth nothing worthy

32 of death or of bonds. And A-grip'pa said
unto Fes'tus, This man might have been set at
liberty, if he had not appealed unto Cw'sar,

TIME.~lose of A. D. 60. PLACE,—The
judgment hall in Cwsarea. RULERS.—Festus,
Procurator of Pulestine; Agrippa 11, King of Ba-
shan j Ishmael, Jewish high priest : Nero, Em-
peror of Rome. DOCTRINAL SUGGES«
TION.—The fulfillment of prophecy. (Verses

22, 28.)

22,

HOME READINGS,
M. Paul before Agrippa.  Acts 26. 19-32,
Tu. Puul accused. Acts 25, 1-8,
IW. Appeal to Caesar,  Aets 25, 9-16,
Th, Paul's defense.  Acts 26. 1-11,
F. Paul’s commission. Acts 26, 12-20,
§. Boldness for Christ. Phil. 1. 21-30,
S+ Embassadors for Christ. 2 Cor, 5. 11-20,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 47, New Canadian Hymnal,
Jesus, refuge of the weary.

No. 49, New Canadian Hymnal,

In the secret of his presence how my soul der
lights to hide!

No. 143, New Canadian Hymnal,
Oh, for a faith that will not shrink,

New Canad Hymnal (enl

Hymn No. 438,

edition).

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Words of Wisdom, v. 19-26,

What was the charge made against Panl?

What did he represent himself to be

What wonderful event did he narrate ¢

What did our Lord in heaven declare that be
would make of Paul?

How did Paul treat the heavenly vision ¢

How did he obey it ??

What were the consequences to him ¢

How was he able to remain steadfast ¢

What was the burden of Panl’s preaching ?

" What authorities did he call in support of his

preaching ?

What had Moses said? (Deut. 18. 15.)

What had the prophets said ¢ (Isa. 53. 7.)

By whom was Paul interrupted ?

What did Festus say had crazed the apostle ¢

How did Paul reply ?

What did he say to Agrippat
2. Words of Appeal, v. 27.

To whom was the appeal made ¢

What was it ?

Was Agrippa a believer in the Scriptures ¢

What is the duty of one who believes the Biblet

Can a person believe the Bible, yet not obey itf
(James 2. 19.)
3. Words of Indecision, v. 28,

‘Who spoke them ¢
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What were they ?

What did he mean ?

Can & man be saved who is only almost per-
soaded !

What is the difference between such a person
and one who is a true Christian ?
4. Words of Love, v. 20-32.

Who spoke them ?

What did he say

Wherein did he wish Agrippa to be like him-
self ? )
Wherein did he wish him different ?
How did Paul feel toward all his people ? (Rom,

1
How should we feel toward the souls of all men?

Practical Teachings.

Where in this lesson do we learn—

1. That the Old Testament bears witness to the
truth of the New? (Luke 24. 26, 27.)

2 That the Scriptures should be the fountain of
all religious teachings ? (2 Tim. 3. 16, 17.)

8. That Christ ¢ and him crucified ” is the cen-
tral theme of the Gospel? (1 Cor. 2. 2.)

Hints for Home Study.

1. Find when the friends of Christ thought him
% beside himself.”
g. Find when the apostles were thought to be
drunken.
3. Before what high dignitaries were the leading
spostles of Christ in succession brought ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Words of Wisdom, v. 10-26.
*Po whom were these words spoken ?
To what had Paul been obedient?
What duty had he preached !
To whom had he declared this duty ?
Why had the Jews sought to kill him?
Who had been Paul’s helper !
Whose witness had Paul repeated ?
What was the testimony !
How did Festus interrupt him?
What was Paul’s reply ?
To whom did he appeal as knowing these
things ?
Why would the king have ample knowledge?
2. Words of Appeal, v. 27.
What question did Paul ask ?
What did he affirm that he knew ?
3. Words of Indecision, v. 25.
Who uttered these words of indecision?
To whom were they spoken !
What did Agrippa say ¢
4. Words of Love, v. 20-52.
What was Paul’s wish for Agrippa ?
As Paul ceased speaking what occurred §

What did Agrippa say to Festus?
What does love testify as to Christ? (GOLDEN

TexT.)

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson have we an example of—
1. Obedience to duty ?

2. Blindness to truth?

3. Want of loyalty to conscience ?

Home Work for Young Bereans.
Find when the friends of Christ thought him
“heside himself.” When the apostles were
thought to be drunken....A people in the Old
Testament history who were undecided between

two opinions.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.
What new governor came to Cwsarea after two

years? Festus.
Where did Festus leave Paul all this time? Im

prison.
What did the Jews ask of Festus? To try

Paul.
Where did they want him brought for trial ¢

To Jerusalem,
Why did they ask this? So they might kill

him on the way.
Where did Paul ask to be tricd? Before Cm=

sar in Rome.
What did Festus say? ¢ Unto Cmsar shalt

thou go.”

What king wanted to hear Paul speak ?
Agrippa.

What company came to hear him? Many no=
ble people.

W hat did Paul tell them? The story of his
life.

What did he declare? His faith in Christ.

Who told him that he was mad?  Festus.

To whom did Paul appeal for the truth of his
words? To Agrippa.

What did Agrippa say he was almost pe
tobe? A Christian.

What did Paul’s reply show?  His desire to
seo all men saved.

What did Agrippa and Festus both think?
That Paul was a good man.

rsuaded

Words with Little People.
¢« Almost persuaded, now to believe ;
Almost persuaded, Christ to receive.”

Do not stop with *almost,” dear child! When
the story of Christ’s love reaches your heart yield
to it at once, and yieid wholly. It is the only safe
way.

Lesson Warning.
Almost” is but to fail.

What did they say of Paul's guilt?
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

We are still the unscen spectators of the picture
Cwsarca, with arched walls and stone floor ;
king, and his sister Bernice.
one hand free from his chain, stunds one

presented in our last lesson ; the judgment hall in
its thrones occupied by Festus the procurator, Agrippa the
Around them are courtiers, retainers, and guards, and in the midst, with
who is the center of all eyes—Paul the prisoner, He has told

the simple story of his life, and of his call to the work of winning the world to his Master, and he is

now proceceding with an appeal to those before him to believe

Saviour, when he is interrupted by a sentence,

not only in the prophets, but in their

kindly meant, though somewhat contemptuous, from

the Roman governor, to whom all this discourse about heavenly visions and heavenly voices is a mys-
tery.  Paul answers him that he is not the vietim of insane dreams, but speaks forth the utterance of
thoughtfulness and truth, and then turns to the king with an impressive question. He is answered in

asentence intended to be vague and comy
liteness revealing a heart touched for the

limentary,
moment by the power of the truth,
momentary emotion, King Agrippa breaks up the eourt ;

with a slight shade of scorn, yet under all its po-
Then, as if to hide the
the magnates retire, and the assembly is dis-

persed, to meet no more until that Jjudgment when king and commoner, prisoner and prince, shall stand

equal before God.

Verse 19. O king Agrippa. He was the l
son of the llerod Agrippa who slew James and
imprisoned Peter (Aets 12),  The Romans did not
permit him to
father, but gave him the principality of Bashan, cast [
of the Sea of Galilee, After the destruction of |
Jerusalem, A, D. 70, he was dethroned, but per-
mitted to retain his wealth, and lived at Rome |
until A. D, 100, 1le was immoral in life, but not |
unjust in his rule, and is considered the best of
the Herodian family. T was not disobedient.
Great as was the revelation, it was requisite that
Paul should accept the commission which it
brought to him, (1) Mans free will is a necessary
Uink in the chain of God’s purpose. 'The heavenly
vision. TIlc had seen the Lord and heard his
voice, but that privilege did not muke him a be-
liever.  Only by his own choice could Saul become
a disciple and an apostle,

an ov

all the dominions of his ’

20. First unto them of Damascus, Ilis
active ministry begun at Damascus, after two |
years or more gpent probably in that part of Ara-
bia bordering on Syria. At Jerusalem, Fs-
caping from Damaseus by being let down over the
wall in a basket, he went to Jerusalem, where he
had not been seen for three years,  Ilis ministry
there, of only a fortnight, was long cnough to |
excite the anger of the Jews and the fi of the |
disciples.  Coasts of Judea. There no
mention of a distinet ministry of Paul throughout [
Judea, though his visits to Ptolemais, Tyre, (4
rea, and Samaria are referred to, And then,
The word * then * is not in the original, This is
not intended to give o chronological, so much

ieal, account of Paul's labors, which
everywhere first among the Jews, and then among
the Gentiles.  'To the Gentiles, Tt was Paul’s |
preaching to the Gentiles, to whom he felt a peecul- |
fur call, that cost him the loss of his popularity
among the Jews. That they should repent.

is

=

as a
|

were

In these three sentences Paul states the practical
rather than the doctrinal side of his teaching, Re-
pentanee in the Bible means more than sorrow for
siny however sineere and deep.  Tts vital meaning
is a purpose of the will to renouncesin, Turn to
God. This is more than reformation of conduet ;
it is the carnest sc king of the soul after God, in
supplication for fi Do works meet,
That is, the outward life must be in accordance
with the inward purpose to live for God. (2) 4
true Gospel experience involves a ehange of conduct
as well as of opinions and feelings,

Cness,

21. For these causes, Because he believed
and taught that Gentiles might be saved on the
same terms as Jews, thus obliterating the distine-
tion between them. 1In the temple. Paul
was worshiping in the temple when the Jews
seized him, and were about to murder him when
he was taken from them by the Romans. Went
about. Rather, assayed, or undertook.,

22. Help ot God. Tho word translated * help "
means the succor or relief which comes te an army
in battle, (3) Jn the Christian’s warfare he has an
almighty ally. 1 continue unto this day, He
stood undeterred by enemies and undisturbed
by dangers. Witnessing, The great busi-
ness of the preacher is to bear witness to the
fact of salvation through Christ and his own
experience of it.  'To small and great. Onone
hand, to the slaves who constituted a large part of

| the Christian congregation, and on the other, to

dignitaries like Festus and Agrippa,  Saying
none other thingss To Agrippa, himselfa Jew,
Paul deelared that the Gospel as preached by him
was in the direct line of Old Testament teaching,
and not contradictory to it. The prophets and
Moses. The two great divisions of the Old Tes-
tament.  Most of the historieal hooks were called
“former prophets ;" the prophetical, * latter
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prophets
the Old and New Testaments.

23. That Christ. e did notsay ** that Christ
should come,” for this wus the firm beliet of every

Jew. Should suffer. Such predictions are
corded in the Psalms, Isaiah, Daniel, and Zecha-
viah. The first that should rises 1lewasnot

the first who was raised from death, but the first
11 "

¢ the promise of cternal

who by his resurre {
If Christ had not risen we would never have
sShould show light. In

life,
heard of the Gospel.

HOOL BANNER,.

(4) There is complete accord between |

the darkness of sin and death light comes to man |

through the yisen Christ alone. The people.
Here and elsewhere the current term by which the
Jews referred to their racc, whieh was * the peo-
ple” in their eyes. To the Gentiles. Notice
Low, to an enlightened Jew, as Agrippa was, Paul
proclaimed the broader truths of the Gospel for all
men.

24. Festus said with a loud voice. lle

interrupted the prisoner’s address, not jestingly, |

but in the
who was an utter
any hereafter, and who had absolutely no

fecling thoroughly natural to a Roman
disbeliever in all religion and
knowl-

edge of the doctrinal subjects of which Paul was |

Thou art beside thyself, *You
, Paul,” is the literal translation,
“ any writings have turned you to insunity.”
The reference to ‘‘ Moses and the prophets”
suggested to him thas Paul wus an enthusiast, or,
in the language of to-day, * a crank,” who by
constant poring over old manuseripts had lost his
reason. (5) To the man of the world the earnest
Christian appears a fanatic.

25. But he said. The cahn, respectful an-
swer showed that Paul was possessed of clear
and well-balanced mind. (6) No matter how ad-
dressed the Christian should be courteous. Most
noble Festus, 1e does not forget to give the
procurator his appre ypriate style of address. Truth
and soberness, The lutter word meuns
« thoughtfulness,” or that which is the opposite
of insanity. **The words were true, and the
manner of presenting them was gober and thought-
ful.”'— Besser. |

26, The king knoweth, Agrippu as 4 Jew
was acquainted with Seripture, and as u ruler in
Palestine had become conversant with the fuets
upon which the Gospel was founded, so that he
would comprehend mueh that was a mystery to
Festus, None of these things are hidden.
The events of Christ’s life and the history of the
Christian Church, which were known to all the
leading Jews, and could not be contradicted. Not
done in a corner. The wide knowledge of the
facts connected with the life, death, and resur-
rection of Christ, thus appealed to by one who
lived in their era, is a strong evidence for the
Gospel.

27.

sp g,

are  insg

King Agrippa. le now turns from his

to fix
royul hearers, a bol

discourse cet application upon his
A striking culmination of
i address. Believest thou the prophets?
1He who believes heartily the Old Testament cun-
not reject the New, as Paul would have shown if
hie had not been interrupted. T know that thou
believest, * A masterly oratorieal answer 1o hi
Agrippa had refused both his
< until the kings had consented
- Whedon.

28, Then Agrippa said, Taking into view
Agrippw’s condition as a worldly-minded, pleasure=
Joving Sadducee, and his use of the word ** Cliris-
tian,” at that time a term of contempt, we
clude that his words were a blending of compli-

own question,
ters to royal sui

to be circumeisc

con-
ments to Paul’s skill as a reasoner, with scorn of
the cause which he represented, such as many un=
believers feel when they hear the Gospel,  Ale
most thou persuadest, Among the many pro-
posed renderings we find none better than that of
the Revised Version: ¢ With bu. little peisuasion
thou wouldest fain muke me a Christian,”
A Christian.
This word is used only thrice in the New Testu-
ment ¢ in Acts 11, 26, here, and in1 Peter 4. 16. In
every instance it is u name given to disciples, and
not used by them, though the last reference indi-
cates that it was slowly becoming accepted by be-
lievers, and a generation later it was their current
(%) The hardest foes to meet are those who
conceal their feelings under & sneer.

29. And Paul said. Lifting his fettered
hand, which gave a pathetie emphasis to his elo-
quent answer, I would to God. Paul, with
ready power, eaught up the half sarcastic cxpres-
sion. and turned it upon the speaker with a deep,
serious meaning. Not only thou, but also
all. A brilliant assembly of notable men and
women were listening, in various degrees of inter-

sone-

what evasive as well as derisive.

name.

est, and Paul’s large heart took them all into its
aspirations.  Almost and altogether. Re-
vised Version, * with little or with much.” The

word “effort ”” or ¢ persuasion ™ should be sup-
plied with this revision, Paul's only thought was
of his hearers’ salvation. Such as Iam. There
was & wide apparent difference between the princes
and the prisoner; but a wider real ditference
between the heir of salvation and the slaves of sin.
(8) No ane except the Christian can have as his high-
est wish for others that they may be what Le is. Ex-
cept these bonds. Another instance of the per-
fect self-command and courtesy of the apostle, e
wishes them to enjoy the fellowship of his liberty,
but not of his chain: all his joys, but none of his
ROITOWS,

30. The king rose up, There was no way
to escape the direct application of Paul's speceh
without acknowledgments which would be un-
comfortable in the presence of Gentiles ; 80 Agrip-
pa abruptly arose and led the way to the breaking




Aug. 27.]

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

up of the assembly. The governor.
nite stutement of order in the departure points to
Ben

the sister of Agrippa, and believed by ancient
writers to have lived in a still more intimate relu-
tion with him. Iler life was as infamous as her
person was beautiful,

31. They w gone aside. Th
company of princes and nobles united in the
conference, aud also in its verdict, This man
doeth nothing., To immaterial what
may have been the opinions of that company, but
when Luke wrote it was o matter of int and
of value to know that they, pecople of high rank,
who had listened to his defense, pronounced him
innocent,

32, Then said Agrippa. It is

an eycewitness of the scene.

entire

us it

erest

uncertuin

| national fuith;

| have

whether he spoke as a Jew or as a ju

former case his answer would imply that a Jew
might become a Christian without renouncing his
in the latter, that the Roman law
took zance of special ereed or religion,
Might have been set at liberty. If e 1

no o

| been liberated hie would probably have los his life

through the plots of the Jews, and might never
Rome, Iis appeal and this address
probably added several years to his life, ane

to the Church the four precions epistles of his cap-
tivity.  Had not appealed unto Cwmsar.
None but a Roman eitizen could make this ap-
1 but when

seen

was removed at
once to the emperor's court at Rome. 8o Festus
could neither liberate nor condemn Paul, but must
send him to Rome,

made his ease

CRITICAL NOTES.

This splendid speech of Puul's before Agrippa,
a part, of which we have for to-day’s lesson, is
enough to show the apostle’s versatility and power
of eloquence,  Nothing finer in point of choice ex-
pression, cogeney of appeal, growing force of' eli-
max, consciousness of power, sanity of thought,
caln bulance of self-passession, and nobility of
spirit, could well be conceived. It “should be
studied as a whole, and henee  the following
brief analysis may be of advantage.

Paul introduces his defense by a felicitous ad-
dress to the king, whose knowledge of all the cus-
toms and questions among the Jews fits him to be
a fair judge (verses 2, 3),

Verses 4-Ta.  As a strict Pharisee he indenti-

fies himself with his accusers in * the hope of the |

promise made of God unto our fathers,”

Verses 74, 8, States the specific accusation of
the Jews against him, and appeals to the king con-
cerning the eredibility of the i ssurrection of the
dead.

Verses 9-11. Relates his own former zeal in
persecuting Christians,

Verses 12-18,  Gives an account of his conver-
sion and the vision of Christ, who sent him to the
Gentiles,

Verses 19-21,  Ilis obedience to the heavenly
vision, and the consequent bitter opposition and
persecution of the Jews,

Verses 22, 23, Claims to be in accord with
Moses and the prophets in preaching a suffering,
risen, and glorified Messiah, whose salvation was
for the Gentiles also,

Verses 24, 25. Replies to the interruption of
Festus, who considers him mad from overstudy of
the sacred writings,

Verses 26, 27.  Appeals to Agrippa, who, as a
Jew, might be considered a believer in the prophe
ets, and thoroughly acquainted with the facts of
Christ’s death and resurrection.

Verses 28, 20, Agrippa’s sneer and Paul’s mag-
nanimous reply,

To get the full foree of this speceh all the events
in chaps, 21-25 should be read. Such a read-
ing will show more clearly the exact point in
Paul’s teachings about which the hostility of the
Jews centered, Tt must be noted that not only
Pharisces and Sadducecs, for their own reasons,
were aroused against Paul, but that many Chris-
tians among the Jews were bitterly opposed to
him. The latter accepted Jesus as the Christ, and
might even look upon his death and resurrection
a8 a supreme and finul sanction of the Mosaie law,
and, to that extent, agreed with Paul; but he
aroused their enmity by going farther and laying
chief emphasis on the fact that faith in Christ
must supersede the law which proved to be an in-
sufficient and  inadequate means of salvation.,
Henee, while he looked upon the law as a prepara-
tion for Christ, who was God’s ultimate means for
the salvation of men, they firmly maintained the
law to be such an ultimate means, and that Christ’s

work was merely the last and final divine confir-

mation of its saving power. See Paul before
James and the elders at Jerusalem (21, 17-25),

Verse 19. Heavenly vision. Sce critical
note, Lesson I, verse 8, Compare the four ac-
counts we have of Paul’s conversion: three given
by himself' (Aets 22, 4-16, here, and Gal. 1. 13-17),
and the one given by the author of Acts (9, 1-19),

20. That they should repent and turn to
God, doing works worthy of repentance.
This sounds like the preaching of John the Bap-
tist, and is very appropriate to the spiritual needs
of the hearers, but it does not contain a denial of
the doctrine of justification by faith alone, as ac-
cording to Baur; for see verse 18, “ by faith in
me.”  Simply, it was not necessary for Paul’s
present purpose to set forth the full contents of
his Gospel.
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22. I stand unto this day expresses a sensc |
of triumph. Testifying both to small and 1
great, Meyer holds that the verb should be ren-
dered as o passive in accordance Wwith us clse-
where. Hence, the reading should be, ** as one
witnessed to by small and great.” That is, all who
had ever heard him could, it they would, testify
that he always justified his doctrine of Christ by
the authority of Moses and the prophets, who pre-
dicted the sufferings of the coming Messiah and
his resurrection as a confirmation of his divine
mission to * procluim light both to the people and
to the Gentiles.”

23. By the resurrection. Note the stress
Paul here and elsewhere lays on the resurrection
as an evidence of Christ’s claims. If he can sub-
stantiate this event to the satisfaction of his hear-
ers, he will have thus removed the scandal of the
cross, and be prepared to show its great impor-
tance also in the divine scheme. It would be of
interest to read his epistles with this fact in view,
to see what relative importance he gives to the
physical and spiritual sides of this great miracle,
and how he works out his exalted doctrine of the
eross,

24. Paul, thou art mad, Festus, a pagan,
did not fully appreciate the Jew's doetrine of the
resurrection. To him it was a startling notion
that & mun should rise from the dead 5 so Paul
seemed mad to assert such things, 1lis reference
to the Jowish writings led Festus to attribute
Paul’s madness to much learning in such curious
lore.

28. With but little persuasion. Thisisafine
rendering and corrects the old version. Literally,
the text reads, ** In a little you persuade.” * The
answer of Agrippa to Paul has been variously ren-
dered as the language of sincere convietion, bitter
irony, or courtly jest. Some render the phrase ‘ en
oligo,” * almost 3 others, with Meyer, render the
clause, ‘with few words, or ¢lightly ;7 some
render, ‘in a little time,” which may be taken
either in carnest or in jest; others render, ‘in a
small measure,’ or *somewhat.” As to the spirit
of the reply, the general opinion of recent erities
concurs with Meyer that the words were uttered
in irony or jest.”’— William Ormiston, apud Meyer.

29, Such as I am, except these bonds.
Nothing could exceed the opportunencss and
beauty of this reply. Paul indeed gloried in
bhis bonds, but he was too far-seeing to consider
them other than an cvidence of the cruelty of ig-
norance and bigotry which some day the universal
acceptance of his Gospel would forever render im-

ssible. 8o he could but wish that, while he en-
joyed the honor of persecution for a great cause,
others might enter into the results of his labor
without sharing its hardships. Truly a noble man
imbued with divine love!

The Lesson Council.
jon 1. What is repentance ? Iy its vital

Que

| elemént sorrow for sin or the yenunciation of sin?

Evangelical repentance is a radical change of the
mind from a state of 1lion against God to a
state of humble acquicscence in and obedience to
the divine will. 1t consists in sorrow for and in
renunciation of s, The two are inseparable.
We cannot renounce sin until we have seen and
foly its depravity and heinousness, We cannot
thus sce sin without carnestly desiring to be rid
ofit. Tue two arc related, as thought and action.
Sorrow precedes renunciation, but the renunciation
of sin is the only real evidenee of genuine SOrrow.
Its final fruitage is a holy life. Therefore a holy
man is one who, through repentance for and by
renunciation of sin, has, by the Spirit of God, been
brought into fellowship with Jesus Christ

Question 2. Was Agrippa sincere in verse 28,
or did he speak in contempt ?

1. Agrippa was a hearty believer in the faith and
hope of his people, the Jews. 2. Ile did not think
Paul guilty of those things Tertullus charged
against him, 3. Tle was sincere in what he said
as recorded in verse 28, 4. The Revised Version
reads : % With but little persuasion thou wouldest
fain make me a Christian.”  Paul replicd: *1
would to God, that whether with little or with
much, not thou only, but also all that hear me this
day, might become such us 1 am, except these
bonds.” Agrippamoved ; Paul triumphed ; Christ
is risen from the dead, and reigns.

Question 3. [n what sense was Christ the first
that rose from the dead ?

Iic could not have been the first torise from the
dead in point of time, since several other cases are
brought to our attention in the Seriptures as tuking
place before his resurrcetion. In point of impor-
tance his coming forth from the grave stands first.
Others rose from the dead and went back aguin to
the grave. Their resurrection could prove nothing
as to a future life, Ilo rose never again to taste of
death, and thus brings life and immortality to
light. This seems to be the thought of the lesson,
as expressed in the Revised Version: “Ilow that
the Christ must suffer, and how that he first by
the resurrcction of the dead should proclaim light
both to the people and to the Gentiles.”

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
Proclaiming the Gospel.

1. Tue PREACHER.
1. Divinely Aided. * Help of God.” v. 2%
« Without me....nothing."” John 15. 5.

19.

(v

]
canee R e e e

sul

B e i

nic

see

Fes

she
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2. Addressing All. “ Small and great.” v. 22.

“ Promise is....to all.” Acts 2. 39,
3. Appealing to Scripture. “ Prophets.”
v, 22,

‘* All the prophets witness.” Acts 10, 43,
11. Tue MEessAcE,
1. A Suflering Saviour. “Should suffer.”
v. 28,
‘ Once suffered for sins.” 1 Peter 3. 18,
2. A Risen Saviour. * From the dead.” v.
23.
“Now is Christ risen.” 1 Cor. 15. 20,
3. A Universal Saviour. ** Geatiles.” v, 23,
““ Taste death for every man.” Heb. 2. 9,
1L Tue A,
1. Repentance. * Skould repent.” v. 20,
‘ Peter said....Repent.,” Acts 2. 88,
2. Turning to God. * Turn to God.” v, 20,
“Turn unto the Lord.” Joel 2. 13.
3. Newness of Life. * Works meet.” v. 20.
‘ Cease....evil; learn....well.” Isa. 1. 16,
17.
1V. Tue HEeARERS,
1. Opposers. * Went about to kill.” v, 21,
“*Marvel not....world hate you.” 1 John
3. 13,
2. Scoffers. * Beside thyself.” v. 24.
‘ Hid to them that are lost.” 2 Cor. 4, 8.
8. Undecided. “ Almost....persuaded.” v. 28,
“ Cannot. ...God and mammon.” Matt. 6. 24.

Thoughts for Young People.
The Example of Paul.

In this lesson notice Paul as an example—

1. In prompt obedience to God’s call. (Verse
19.)

2. In earnest, persevering work for God’s cause.
(Verse 20.)

3. In full reliance on God’s help. (Verse 22.)

4. In proclaiming Christ to all men. (Verse 22.)

5. In standing upon and appealing to the
Scriptures. (Verse 22.)

6. Inholding up the cross of Christ. (Verse 23.)

7. In courteous, kind bearing, even when in-
sulted, (Verses 25, 29.)

Lesson Word-Pictures,

There is to be u show in Cesarea,

Where ?

In the governor’s palace.

Among others, before King Agrippa and Ber-
nice, who have come with horsemen, gay trappings,
and sunrise colors—such a display as has not been
seen in Cwsarea for some time. And now before
Festus, Agrippa, Bernice, chief captains, and
Cemsarea’s foremost citizens, there is to be a great
show,

What, two wrestlers with limbs sinewy, supple,
strong? No. Two gladiators with swords flash-
ing and quick-cutting? No. A ring of dancers
with their wild contortions, or a bear led across
the country from grim mountain forests? No,
Come this way. There is led before all the courtly
array in Festus's hall a man in chains,

He is the one on exhibition, Paul, the apostle,
brought here purposely by Festus to see what
Paul will say and what Paul will do before
Agrippa, and so Festus be helped to make outa
case to send off to Rome.

The man in chains is invited to speak, and he
begins, ercet, stretching out his hand toward
Agrippa, happy to answer for himself, He details
some things in his wonderful carcer, and speaks
of a certain strange vision. It is a vision from
heaven while he is jowrneying on the old, dusty,
travel-worn Damascus road. One moment a
proud persecutor is advancing in triumph. The
next moment he is down on the ground, tumbling
there ingloriously, as a strange, lightning-like flash
plays upon him out of the skies. In his ears ia
the voice of Jesus, whose cause he has been perse-
cuting. In that blinding, bewildering moment
the persecutor receives a command to go out and
champion this truth that he has been trying te
drive from the earth !

What a strange mandate !

Will he go? Does he go?

Let his Iabors testify.

Damascus, Jerusalem, the coasts of Judea, and
Gentile lands even, can bear witness,

Finally, he is in Jerusalem again.

It is the temple hour.

Paul is in the house of God, in the solemn mood
of worship. But what a cloud-burst of envy and
hate there is! Suddenly the Jewish wrath breaks
upon him. It comes before him now standing in
Agrippa’s presence. He can see the mob, hear
their frenzied yells, feel their murderous hands.

But what does he care ¢

Look at him !

His form grows.

His eyes glow as with fire,

He stretches out his hand as if in solemn chal-
lenge. He is a witness for Christ, for his suffer-
ings, his resurrection—a witness that is to e a
light to the—

But look at Festus.

He stirs in his seat.

He scowls, He rises. He shouts, * Paul, thou
art beside thyself! Much learning doth make thee
mad ! "

Mad? Never!

Does not King Agrippa uaderstand? Paul turns
to him and makes a solemn appeal. Does not the
king believe the prophets? Paul knows that
Agrippa believes. Agrippa tries to look uncon-
cerned, twists in his seat, and cries,

R
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 Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian!"

Hark !

There is one more clank of the prisoner’s chains,
I seem to see him lifting them. e wishes that
all were like him, save in the matter of those

ehains,

The show is over,

It is getting to be too personal.
It is not so much the prisoner who has been |

jln!uwl. but his judges have been on trial,
That courtly retinue is sweeping out of the hall. |

Festus with his proud insignia, Agrippa in his

robes, Bernice in her showy ornaments, all the
military play and civie |u-m|r/Jll o out.

Gone like a transient rainbow. And the man
gone. The hall is empty. If |
who would they think had |

ju chains, he he
walls could spe
been on exhibition?
body up there where rulers are wont to sit

Somebody in chains, or some=

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Verse
eitizen.
ship becausc he was born in the city of Tarsus,
which was * no mean city "’ because it had been
made a * free” city.  All persons born in it were
by virtue of that regulation of the government
Roman citizens, In the sense of secking a higher
tribunal for recourse against a lower, this does not
steristic of the Roman

Paul appeared unto Cwesar asa Roman
hough a Jew, he was entitled to citizen-

appear to have been a chs
republic, where the magistrate was generally su-
preme within his jurisdiction, and those who felt
themsclves outraged by injustice threw themselves
on popular protection. The Roman Empire, how-
ever, introduced grades of jurisdiction, and the ul-
timate remedy was an appeal to the emperor. This
appeal was not dealt with directly by the emperor
himself, but by a supreme judge rcpresenting the
emperor.

By Way of Illustration.

Verse 10, If during her carcer,of dev station
our Union men-of-war had captured the Alabama,
no change in the equipment or the armament of that
famous rebel cruiser would have been required.
All the change necessary would have been a new
ownership and a new flag. The same guns which
breathed * threatenings and slaughter against
our nation’s life would have thundered on the side
of union and loyalty and liverty. Pre isely this
is the change which Saul underwent when he was
transformed from a piratical cruiser into a mighty
“goventy-four” in Immanuel’s service. It re-
quired no more armament, but simply a new en-
sign and a new commander.— Cuyler.

Verses 20-23. The word * testify " means, lit-
erally, to *“ witness,” I, thefl, Christians arc wit-
nesses, they must, first of all, have something to
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tell. It is better to have something to say than
to have tosay something. Punshon said : ** Think
you there is no difference felt when you come to
len feet, and
gulh summit,

and its fra-

your service with dull face and e

when you come straight from the 1
with its shinings on your forchcad
The eourt of heaven

grance on your breath £7
does not ask for rhetorie or eloguent speech, It
asks you to tell what you know in all carnestness

and simplicity. Tmagine a court stice wher

ing in de-

a witness asks to be excused from tes

fense of a friend beeanse he could not he ¢
ion of many ¢ ‘H'.

quent
An

 One need

yet this is the p

old lady suid once in my hearing

learned

not go to ¢ v and graduate and g
to tell what he enjoys."'— Mary B, Myer
If all the

» convinee )

nd men in the
hat there was

Verses 24 and

| no such thing as color, you would not believe

them. You would laugh to scorn the af’ man
who would say to you: “*Itell youthere is no suel
thing as music.”
discernment.  While Turner, the great artist, was
engaged upon one of his immortal works, a lady
of rank looking on remarked : * But, Mr, Tur
1 donot sce in nature all that you depict there.
« Ah, madam,” answered the painter, * do you

Spiritual truths n s wpiritual

not wish you eould "

fuge on the

Ferse 28, Outside a St. Bernard r
Alps mountains a man was found frozen to death
after a fearful storm, Il was only five steps from
the refuge, and yet he perished as surely as
though miles away. Only five steps away from
warmth and safety and life, he was near being
saved, and yet lost.

Ver. . The sending of Paul to Rome as a
prisoner of Jesus Christ resulted in carryir
Gospel story tothe capital of the world, whe
merce could scatterit throughout the known world.
Good out of sceming evil is a familiar story in God’s
providence. Joseph, sold into Egypt, saves the
lives of all his family. The disciples, persecuted
in Jerusalem, scatter abroad and spread the Gospel
story. John Wesley, driven out of churches by ee-
clesinstical persceution, preaches on the commons
and in fields and market places, where thousands
can hear and be saved. Dr. Pierson, when in Phila-
delphia, lost his magnificent church by fire, The
congregation, forced to usc a hall in a nonchurch-
going district, became a people’s church, imbued
with missionary spirit.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Place before the class the scene of tho lesson:
court room, judges, spectators, apostle. ... Inteach-
ing.the lesson to older scholars use the * Analytical
and Biblical Outline,” with the subject, * Pro-
Jaiming the Gospel.” T. The preacher—what the
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d rden spreads wings,
. then drops on his perch. He is held

i hlnxv.\ by his ehain, So Agrippa was
L by worldly pleasure, Festus by prejudice

rance of the Gospel, and Paul alone

References.
Fosrer's Cycropepia.  Prose, 7181,
2, 4062, 4072, 6467
4416, Vers, 24,
, 3426, Vers.
28 : Poetical, 3108

876, 677,
: Prose, 2

Prose,

Blackboard.

Am [

\Nas Acmma

Draw the outline of the chasm with brown ehalk ;
the board with red; the word * Almost,” vellow.
The lesson taught by this diagram is that ¢ Al-
most ' does not reach across, and more than that,
it never will reach across,  Write the word “ Dan-
ger " on the side that the board is on, and the

word
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such as a toreh,

fTruth™ is printed, a key,
Again Paul stands befor

is ala

and

kings
P company now than when
Drusilla heard and ibled.

For two years Felix kept Paul in prison,
the convenient time to hear
Felix had closed the
late ”” was written upon it !

Print ¢ Festus " on the board.] F
governor now, I
came in his place.

Felix and

but
him again did not
come, door, and “Too
lix was not
away, and Festus
Now the Jews asked again to
have Paul sent to Jerusalem to be tried. They
had a plan to kill him on the way to the city.
Paul had the right to choose where he would be
tried, and he said he would go to Rome,

But now aking and Ixini»lrrcmm to visit Festus,
[Print  Agrippa™ and * Bernice” on the board. ]
And Paul was called one day to speak before a
company ofuublu and great ones of the carth,

See  him, just from the

prison cell, chained to a

| soldier, preaching Jesus to

| the gay company! He is

j letting his light shine. [Un-

“ cover the torch.] Who kin-

| dled this holy light of love

. . | and faith in Paul’s heart?

Yes, !hc\ same loving Lord who speaks to the
heart of a child! Paul did not have to make the
light, but only to let it shine. Felix would not let

was sent

| the light be kindled in his heart, and so it was a
| cold, dark heart always.

Will you let the light be kindled in your heart,
and then will you let it shine ?

[Show the broken chain.] Do you remember
when Jesus met Paul on the way to Damascus ?
Paul told this story to his noble audience. Paul
wore a chain now, but he wore a worse one when
Jesus met him. Fof then the chain of sin and un-
belief bound him fast. Jesus broke it, and then
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he was frec. Just so Jesus can break the chains
of selfishness and naughty tempér that sometimes
bind little hearts.

[Show the rock.] Paul told what God let him
sce in the new, beautiful light he gave.

Shall I tell you ¢ It is all here in the New Tes-
tament—the wonderful truth about Jesus. To
know this truth breuks off chains, kindles a holy
light, and plants the feet upon a rock that never
can be moved. No wonder Paul loved to tell the
story.

[Sing ¢ 1love to tell the story.”]

What is a key for? Yes, to open a door. A
house may be very beautiful, but if it be locked,

and we have no key, it is of no use to us. God |

gave Paul a key to open the door of cternal life.
Any little child may have that same key who
wants it. It is a real love for Jesus. What is the
true love for Jesus? Yes, the kind that minds
him,

[Uncover the erown.] Agrippa wasa king, and
had a king’s erown. But Paul had a better crown
waiting for him. Some day Agrippa must die
and leave all his riches and honor. Ile could not
take his ecrown with him, for nothing can enter
heaven that is not pure and good.

While Paul talked, and his light of hope and
love shone out, Agrippa’s wicked heart is troubled.
 Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian,”
he says. But alas! “ almost” is not enough.

[Sing softly, ** Almost persuaded,” and with a
few words of explanation help children to sce
how dangerous it is to refuse to listen when Jesus

calls.]

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

"Tis known in earth and heaven too.
To the Name of our Salvation.
Beautiful Saviour, King of creation.
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds.
Love divine, all love excelling.

No. 2.
Thon son of God, my inmost soul.
There is a name I love to hear.
Lift up your hearts to things above.
While Jesus whispers to you.
Go tell the world of his love.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]
1. What did Paul show to the people and to the
Gentiles ¢ ¢ That they should repent and

turn to God.”
2. What was his great theme?! Gorpen Texr:

¢ Christ the power of God,”’ cte.

3. How was Paul strengthened in his work?

He obtained help of God.
4. What did Agrippa say to Paul? ¢¢Almost

thou persuadest me.””
5. What did Puul desire? That he was fally

persuaded.
6. What was the judgment concerning Paul?

He was declared innocent.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS,
51. How was man the chief creature on earth?
Because the Creator made man in his own image.

5. In what part of man is the image of God?
In his Spirit or soul, which was breathed into
| him by the Creator. (Genesis ii. 7.)

- e ——
.

Thoughts for the Quiet Hour.
— Gt with the love of God on every side,
Breathing that love as heaven's own heuling
air,
1 work or wait, still following my guide,
Jraving each foe, escaping every snare.
"is what T know of thee, my Lord and God,
That fills my soul with peace, my lips with
song
Thou art my health, my joy, my staff, and rod;
Leaning on thee, in weakness I am strong.
—Bonar,
— Tlad T some of that blood poured forth on
the cross, how carefully should T earry it! And
ought I not to be as carcful of the souls it was shed
for t— Bernard.
— As there are many wolves within the Church,
s0 out of it there are many sheep.—Augustine.

An Undesirable Endowment.

A delicate constitution is a most undesirable en-
dowment. Yet it is preferable to certain heredi-
tary taints ac -ompanied by a robust physique, A
constitution inherently weak may be fortifled b;
L\‘ndlclous tonic medication. It is a more difficult
| ‘matter to eradicate a scrofulous or consumptive

habit. There is, nevertheless, a medicine which
| has proved itself, in countless professionally re-
| corded instances, adequate to the triple task.
| Scott's Emulsion of Cod Liver 0il with Hypophos-
| phites of Lime and Soda will rehabilitate strength
stolen by disease, invigorate the naturally feeble,
and expel the scrofulous or consumptive virus from
the system. It affords relief to the rheumatic,
remedies the anwmia or debility from which mnns
ladies suffer, or cures weakness of the back an
lumbarabscesses and checks marasmus and ricketts
and diseases that enfeeble and attenuate the chil-
dish frame. Its successful carcer as a remedy for
Consumption, Bronchitis, Asthma, and other pul-
monary troubles is familiar not only to the publie
but to the medical protession.

B Y ey P




A Tonic

For Brain-Workers, the Weak and Debilitated.
Horsford's Acid Phosphate

Is without exception the Best Remedy for relieving Mental and
Nervous Exhaustion; and where the system has become dcbilitated
by disease, it acts as a general tonic and vitalizer, affording susten-
ance to both brain and body.

Dr. J. C. Wilson, Philadelphia, Pa., says: “I have used it as
a general tonic, and in particular in the debility and dyspepsia of
overworked men, with satisfactory results,”

Descriptive pamphlet sent free.

RUMFORD CHEMICAL WORKS, Providence, R, |.
ngare of Substitutes and Imitations.

SOLDIERS
OF

LIBERTY

By EMILY P. WEAVER.
Author of ““The Rabbi's Son,” *“ My Lady Nell,” ete.

CLOTH, 50 CENTS.

|
|  This is one of our new issues, the author of
| which is a Toronto young lady whose former work
} received recognition from leading English pub-
: lishers, and has found a wide circle of readers.

|

|

|

DR. DEWART'S OPINION.

“‘This is an attractive and interesting story founded on
incidents in the great struggle for freedom which Holland
successfully waged against Spain. The scenes, characters,
and the general style of the book, are eminently adapted
to hold the attention of the youthful reader. It abounds
in healthful and inspiring lessons for the young.”—Chris-

| tian Guardian.
STRONCEST | "

|

| WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronto.
BEST | :
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

‘SOUVENIR” RANGE

This Rangg_is__aﬁCronllr)Ai_qationAof_every?Modemr Feature of UTILITY,

CONVENIENCE and DURABILITY known to the Trade.

e

Elegant in
Appearance.
Perfect in
Construction.

—
“\

4

Provided with *“ AERATED OVEN,”
which ensures Properly Cooked Food and ECONOMY IN FUEL.

Made in several sizes, and adapted to the requirements of large
or small families.

1t will work satisfactorily where other Stoves or Ranges fail.
Sold by all leading Stove dealers throughout the Dominion.

THE GURNEY, TILDEN CO. LTD.

Successors to the E. & C. Gurney Co. Ltd.

HAMILTON, ONTARIO.




ADVERTISEMENTS.

JUST ISSUED.

o [ORIES FROTI INDIAN WIGWAMS AND
NORTHERN GAPUP-FIRES.

By REV. EGERTON R. YOUNG.

Author of ** By Cance and Dog-Train,” ** Oowickipup,” ete.

Cloth, Extra 293 pp. Splendidly lllustrated. $1.25 PosTPAID.

HIS grand new book, from Mr. Young's practised pen, we have just issued in
handsome cloth bimlhui. It is just such a book as Canadian boys and girls will
read with the keenest delight. Such rare accounts of adventures by field and

, and hunts, ard deg-train travels and Indian legends, and the many thrill-
ing experiences our inttepia Missicnary himself went through during those long
ears in the ‘' Great Lone Land,” Fl\'in at the same time so much useful and interest-

g information with regard to the influence of the Gospel on the Red men of the
plains, make this a book that no Canadian school library should be without.

The Methodist Temperance Magazine (England) says: “Those who remember
Mr. Young's thrilling addresses when he was here among us, and those who have read
his former work, ‘By Canoe and Dog-Train Among the Cree and Saulteaux Indians,’
will welcome with delight another book from hia pen. They will not be disappointed
however high the expectations with which they sit down to read. Here we have a
story of romantic adventure and of noble Christian self-denial such as it would be
difficult to match. The romance of fiction is nowhere beside this enchanting narra-
tive, which is told in a style that enchains the reader. Parents wantlng a book for
their boys cannot do better than get this, which is beautifully illustrated.”

Te we s W% S8 % 4 98 4% %8 e 4e 9 we %% ss ss ws 85 _ee es _ss s es s we se uE

A New Pansy Book = = =

Stephen Mitchell’s Journey

BY

. . . MRS. G. R. ALDEN.

(PANSY.)

CLOTH, ILLUSTYRATED, 70 CENTS.

ROM Pansy's productive pen we have another interesting story, which we have
F brought out in our well-known copyright edition of Pansy's works

The splendid sales of Pansy’s last two books, John Remington, Martyr,
(now in second edition) and Twenty Minutes Late, show that her popularity
increases rather than declines. She has in no small degree the faculty of discover-
ing the poetry and pathos of the humbler walks of life, and seldom fails to win the
sympathy of the reader.

The following of her stories are issued in our Canadian Copyright KEdition :

1. Eighty-Seven. 5. A Modern Exodus.
2. Judge Burnham's Daughters. 6. Her Associate Mentbers.
3. Aunt Hannah, Martha and John 7. John Remington, Martyr.
4, Miss Dee Dunmore Bryant. 8. Twenty Minutes Late.

9. Stephen Mitchell's Journey.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.
©. W. COATES, MONTREAL, QUE. | #. F. HUKSTIS, Hauwax, N.8,
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CHEAP PAPER EDITION

ANNIE S, SWAN'S BOOKS,

The sweeping popularity of Miss Swan's stories has induced the issue of the
following of her gouks in attractive paper covers, at the popular price of

25 CENTS EACH.

WRONGS RIGHTED. » MISTAKEN, AND MARION FORSYTH.
TWICE TRIED. THOMAS DRYBURGH'S DREAM, AND
SHADOWED LIVES. MISS BAXTER'S BEQUEST.

THE SECRET PANEL. SUNDERED HEARTS.

ACROSS HER PATH. ROBERT MARTIN'S LESSON.

A mm HAUNR ! A FEUDY-ERON DOROTHEA KIRKE; or, FREE TO SERVE.

URSULA VIVIAN, THE SISTER MOTHER. HAZELL & SONS, BREWERS.
A BACHELOR IN SEARCH OF A WIFE. A VEXED INHERITANCE.

When g0 much trashy and vicious literature abounds to poison the minds and
taint the morals of the young, a movement such as this to provide pure and healthful
reading at cheap prices should have every encouragement.

A BOOK FOR THE TIMES

CamraigN EcHOEs.

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF
MRS. LETITIA YOUMANS,

The Pioneer of the White Ribbon Movement in Canada.

Cloth extra, -

- $1.00, - - - Postpaid.

Although issued only about three weeks, we are already putting a second edition
of Mrs. Youmans hook on the press. The sale has been very gratifying, and promises
to substantially remunerate the invalided author,

From all sides we hear good words about the hook.' Tt is brimful of interesting
incident, contains a complete history of the Woman's Christian 'emperance Union
in Canada, and includes also two of the most popular and efleetive of Mrs, Youmans'
temperance addres “Haman's License " and * Building the Walls.”  The canse
of temperance in Canada owes much to the splendid work done by M You ns
when in po sion of full strength and vigor, and now, when laid aside from active

riends of temperance should rally—and are nobly rallying—to aid her by
helping the sale of the book.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Wesley Buildings, Toronto.
3. W. COATES, Montreal, Que. S. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL . .

LIBRARIES

Librarians and others interested in keeping the Sunday-school Library up to the times
should watch the advertising columns of the BANNER for notices of new books, We are
constantly adding to our stock, and contrive to mention in these columns most of the new issues,
The Librarian might advantageously cut out these advertisements, or make note of the books
mentioned, ‘o use when making up the next school order. Here are some of the

NEW PUBLICATIONS OF THE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY

The Chronicles of the Sid; or, the Life | Leila; or, Slave and No Slave. By MRs.
and Travels of ADELIA GATES. By 1 CAREY ll!)HH‘(_)N. author of “South Afri

ADELA E. OrRPEN. With many illustra- 5" " Woodcutters of Perie
tions . ] T .

can ories, ]

T O 60 Bush.” Illustrated. . 8070

More About the Mongols, By James Sweet First-Fruits. A True Tale of the

Mouk, M.A., of the London Missio Nineteenth Century, on the Truth and

Peking, author of “Among the )Iongulr. irtue of the Christian Religion, Trans-

Selected and arranged from his Diaries lated from the Arabic, and abridged,

and Papers by Riciarp Loverr, M A., With an introduction by Sir William

author of **Jamds Gilmour of Mongolia, Muir, K. . ete., author of * Life of

& ~“ -' l'l . I. o .1 Mahomet The Caliphate " 0
rance of Electricity., By James Th > —

B 2 ey e Peep of Day; or, a series of the

) author of ** Pioncers ‘.'.f..'i'llil‘rf,'“"_ | Earliest Religious Instruction the infant

1 Wave,” mind is capable of receiving. New and

"1t copyright edition.  With many illustra-

tions, . . . . . . .

09

of the Telegraph,
ete. With illustrations. ¢ . . .
en Grace. By J. K. H. DENNY, author . "

Que:)f "Juhn‘liil'h||m|ul'\~ Mistake,” * Peter's | Westminster ( h'"“"‘:‘ By JEssIE ARM-
Sister,” ete.  With illustrations, - 1 § ! ".l:nlllmr of “Dan’s ]'A.Ill‘lc Girl,”
foclal Life Among the Assyrians and | A Shadow on the Threshold," ete. . . 0 90
Babylonians, By Prov. Savee, LLD., | Mr. By-Ends of Fair Speech. And other
author of * Fresh Light from the Ancient sketches from Bunyan. By LEsLie KeiTh,
Monuments," “Assyria,” “*The Hittites,” author of *Of All Degrees,” “Our Street,”

ete. By-Paths of Bible Knowledge. No. 0wl ete. With illustrations, s . 3 . 050
B . 00 oD

The Cock House at Fellsgarth. A Public e"'[l"myﬂg»nn_ '1}?3 1.!1‘;-“:‘ l(l,-li';?_ N BfTh‘f’ ;mg
School Story. By TALBOT BAINES REED, Harvest,” ete. With illustrations. . 050
author of ‘Adventures of a Three-Guinea
Watch,” “The Fifth Form at St. Domi- Mrs, Martin's Little Boy. By FLORENCE
nic's,” “My Friend Smith,” ete. With | E. Burcn, author of “Jacob’s Sunbeam,”
illustrations. . . . . . . .17 o Y e A e »

We present also the following new issues, the first six of which are of our own publication
and are specially recommended to Schools:
Stories From Indian Wigwams and Euphie Lyn; or, The Fishers of Old Inweerie
Northern Camp-fires, 203 pages, 43 By Mgs. J. K. LAWSON. .
ﬂluutmtlo‘!}i. ! By Rev, E. . YOUNG, 5= | The Robber Baron of Bedford Castle,
author of * By Canoe and Dog-train,” ete. §1 25 A story of the 13th Century. By REv. A.
Campaign Fehoes. Life story of Mrs. J. Foster, M.A., and E. E. Curng .0
LET TIA YoUumans., With introduction by In the Days of Chivalry. A Tale of the
Miss F. E. WiLLarp.  With portraits. . 1 00 Times of the Black™ Prince. By K.
Afloat for Eternity. A Pilgrim's Progress $
for the times. By Rev. J. B. KENNEDY, \
B.A. Paper, 40c. « « + Cloth. 060 | b of Henry VIII. By 3
Soldiers of Liberty, A story of the Nether- 0“;( . é“""( “' I =
) . ¥ he o fies. By
l“{!"_"l\“,‘;_'l“‘l the Inquisition. By EmiLy P. 0 ANNIE TRUMBULL SLOSSON and IMOGEN
s 2 » * 5 ¥ : i With illustrations. 0
Twenty Minutes Late, Paxavs last story. 0
Stephen Miteheil's Journey. A new and the Boer Wars, By G, A. ilixry. . 175
story by PPan=y. (lu press,) « L0707 Sister Constance. By Kate Frozorrann, 0 70

1o Young Colonists, A story of the lell;
I

Schoils too far removed to send a deputation to select from our shelves ‘may still secure the
advantage of selcetion by having us send a double quantity, We will pay for the return of
those not kept.

+ « + « WRITE FOR CATALOGUE AND TERMS.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Mothodist Book and Publishing Houss, TORONTO,
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A New Gospel Song “"0‘{’ lEHI““ “F “ﬂ““““

I FE Normal Bible and Train-

THE ing Lessons.

l N E LOYAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ARMY SERIES.
O ONSCED.

" : N . . Prepared by
A Choice Collection of New and Standard
g ) PROF. H. M. HAMILL.
Gospel Songs.
e First and Second Series. Each 15¢.
Adapted for use in \<lmng
People’s Societies, Reviva Services, e - " - p
Camp-meetings, and all Social Services. Per doz., §1.70. Per hundred, $13.
Edited by A. F. MEYERS. Each of these lsrrics contains twenty-
four lessons, designed as an elementary
&0 20 normal course. The course is designed
2 00 | for two years' study, and is especially
adapted to the needs of the thousands of
young people who are preparing or intend-
X ing to prepare for Sunday School work.
This splendid collection of Gospel Songs 5 A ook of dili ¥ e .
has met with wonderful popularity. We | One IIOII.I a week of diligent »t\f«l) will be
ample time to master one years series of

are selling them in hundreds. M uch of |
the music is new—all is good and the | lessons.

people like it The American publishers
write us, *Orders are coming from all

directions. We are not sure but what the | :
mantle of *Gospel Songs’ has fallen upon | Wm Brlggs Wesley Buildings,
it.” ' ] TORONTO.

ringle copy. postpaid,
Per dozen, no' postpaid,

A NEW GAME!

Recreation in Rhetoric
Pleasure Spiced with Profit.
By Rev. R. J. StiweLL.

PRICE 40 CENTS.

and interesting game, designed by one of our ministers, will,
among the young people of Methodism. It is
ame of Authors, and not only provides amuse-
ment, but imparts instruction as well. It defines, and illustrates by well-
chosen poetical and scriptural uotations, the principal parts of speech.
Many will get interested and carry the study further, and, as the author
says, * It will help to equip and nerve them for the conquest of the goodly
Jand of English literature, which they are well able to possess.”

This new
we hope, find wide sale
somewhat similar to the g

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
METHODIST BOOK AND PUBLISHING HOUSE, TORONTO.

¢ W. Coares, Montreal, Que. 8. F. HuesTis, Halifax, N.8.
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ADVERTISEMENTS,

A VALUABLE AID FOR SUNDAY-
SCHOOLS.

THE EXCELSIOR MAP

OOMBINING

PALESTINE to illustrate the New Testa- |

ment, and CANAAN to illustrate the
Old Testament,

By G. W. BACON, F.R.G.S,

These two Maps are mounted on linen, on one
roller. The size of the map is 48 x 334 inches,
The coloring is delicate, and clearly shows the
ditferent countries. The lettering ?; plain, and
places are distinctly marked,

This is & new map, and will be of important
assistance in the study of the lessons the year
round ; valuable in the minister’s study as well
as the school or class-room.

Price $4,50, express paid.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
METHODIST BOOK AND PUBLISHING HOUSE,
ToRrONTO.
Montreal : . W, Coarns. Halifax: 8. F.

SECOND EDITION.

JOBN REMINGTON, [ARTYR

SEQUEL TO
“Aunt Hannah, and Martha, and John,”

By MRS. 6. B ALDEN (Pasey) sog MRS. LIVINGSTONE.
CLOTH, 70 CENTS.

Tiis splendid Temperance story of Pansys has
won remarkable popularity, the first edition hay-
ing been exhausted within a year, It is, perhaps,
the strongest story we have yet had from Pansy’s
pen. The following review by Mr. R. W, Dillon,
Provincial Secretary of the Methodist Young
People's Union, gives in brief compass the striking
merits of the book :—

** Pansy has, in no small measure, the faculty of dis-
cerning the tragedy of the commonplace and the poetry
and pathos of the humbler walks in Christian life. ‘Jonw
REvixaroN, MARTYR,' abounds in those touches of real-
ism which prove the kinshir of human nature. It is a
story o7 self-sacrifice for God, of unceasing determination
and opposition to the liquor traffic, and yet (most difficult
thing to avoid in stories of this class) it does not abound
in empty platitudes and long, dreary, moral reflection

Facts and incidents, each telling their own story, follow |

one another in rapid succession, and are inwrought with
many a choice phrase. This is a book of skilled literary
workmanship, and ought to be on the shelf of every
Sunday-school, and read by all our young people,”

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronto.

NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY
| o il OF MUSIG, St
| The Leading Conservatory of Amerien.
[ ”xln addition to its unequalled musicai advanta

ptional opportuniti e also provided for the
study of Elocution, the m“.lrh.ulul Modern Lan-
" (

5. The admiral

1 ( Home affords a
§ ind inviting residence for lady students. ¢
dar Pree, FRANK W. HALE, General M
Franklin Square, Boston,

EPWORTH
LEAGUE
. REQUISITES .

MAAAAAAN

| Constitution, By-Laws and Reading
Courses, In one leaflet. Per doz... 80 15

JSug%f;tioxl_s, Constitution and By-
[

aws for Junior Epworth Leagues
|20 T R P 015

’ Pra.yer-Meetin]g Topics of Epworth
League. July 2 to Dec. 31, 1803,
combined with Prayer-meeting To-
pics for the Christian Endeavor
Society, January 1 to October 29,

1893. ~ Per hundred, on paper, 40c.;
1 on card-board .................... 0 80

l The use of either of these is optional
| with local Leagues.

|
| Associate Member's Pledge Card.

Per hundred .................. .. 0 50

.................. e S0
Membership Certificate Card, Neatly

printed in colors. Per hundred.... 1 00
Epworth? Badge. Pendant, sterling

silver, with  Fpworth ribbon, en-

closed in neat box. Price, 35c.; per

dozen, $3.70 ; per hundred. ... ... .. 28 00
Epworth Brooch Badge. Sterling

silver, enclosed in hox, Single, 45¢.;

per dozen, $4.60; per hundred .... 36 00

........................... 2
Epworth League Book Mark. Pretty
design in celluloid, with mottoes and
emblem, and broad Epworth ribbon

| running through.................. 0 30

| g
| POSTPAID AT THESE PRICES.

| WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronto.

WS ———
Nt ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you will oblige the
advertiser, by stating that vou saw the advertisement in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.
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Did You Ever See

a fat consumptive?  No. Did you ever see a thin,
emaciated person with a healthy look? No. Or an
attractive  scrofulous  person? Again, No. How

about a beautiful woman with a scrawny ﬁgurc?

Scott’s Emulsion

e
of Coddiver Oil, with hypophosphites, makes solid
flesh. It gives that robust, healthy look by enrich-
ing the blood and supplying new tissue. Prevents
consumption, too, by overcoming the hacking cough
and making a new lining to throat and lungs.
Plystcians, the world over, endorse 1it.

Wasting Diseases

of Children are speedily cured by Scott’s Emulsion. It gives strength
to the weak and insures perfect health. Scotl’s Emulsion is the most
nourishing food known to science.

Prepared by Scott & Bowne, Belleville. Druggists sell it




