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DEVOTER TO PRONUNCIATION AND AMENDED SPELING.
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sens® and dawning light (tho unwelcome in
a quarter we cud name) ;K giving two col-
ums to a plea for Amendient in Spel. It
quotes the “Five Rules,”* ind ads: —

“Agree’ reform isat hand. 8 'oner orlater, tho
cpos calld speling must giv Place to order. This
change may not come all atonce, Lut come it wil.
When the mygosrealize that the years and pains
rivn to mastcring present sp. ar wasted, this sp.
ust go. As lerned men genoraly agree that &
reform is desirabl, the les lerned must fullo. A
fcther shows how the wind blows. mi 1 now spel
honor without s, and «fker without ¢.” 3

P16GorT’s SPELING.—In the * Parnelism

r1 Crimé” developments, forger Piggott
s cornerd in part by his having misspeld
sitancy as ‘hesitency’ in the forged leters,
also ‘likithood’ and ‘livlihood,” which mis-
spelings he confirmd in the witnes-box. A
cuse remarkably similar, say the newspa-
pers, occurd many years ago in which
urgency was speld with q, and instalment
with dubl /.

Tonsox.~—Acording to Grip, our author-
jurnalist Mr Phillips Thompson canot stand
having ded lims trimd from his nominal
tree, making it ‘Filips Tomson.’ ‘Rare Ben
Jonson’ did so. Mr Graham R. Tomson,

~The Deaf-Mute for Jan. exhibits good

! Seaxisu, - This language had its orthog.
reformd, 1803 tu 18206, by the Royal Spanish
Academy. Its rules ar laid down in

)“Ortogmﬂa" publisht at Madrid in 182¢.

i Onnr.—Mr J. B. Rundell, wel-non by
, name to advocats of Amendment in Speling,
, died on 1st April in London. Ie was em
, pluyd in Education Department of South
, Kensington Museum, wasamong our erliest
_subscribers, and beside was much interest
. ed in music, horticulture, shorthand, edu
; cation, literary and sientific work. TheWes{
Loidon Observer says : — “Mr R. wil be
{ “sorely mist in all circls which he frequént.
. “*ed; his amiabl disposition, his generus, un-
| *prejudiced views, his inviolabl conscien-
! ssciusnes, his redines to help in a geod caus,
t “together with the resorces of a wel-stored
t*mind, making him & valuabl aquaintance
{ “and a deeply-loved frend.” Mr W.R. Ev-
ans, a co-worker in Sp. Ref. with Mr Run-
[ dell, died recently of consumption. Mr E.
1 onee publisht a serial calld the Speling Ex-
l perimenter.
“Ive,” 1Bre.—Mr L. Lyon, Conneaut, O,
calls atention to Dr . W. 1Iolmes in part

without I or p, who edits with introduction , V1 Of his .{utoerat of Br. Tuble confirming
and notes Ballads of the North Countrie,, hvl as New Eng. pronuncia’n of whole: -
Londen, 1888, does some very sensibl prun-, “Yu no Low they read Pope’s line in the
ing to his name. He tels us, p. 442, “As, “smallest town .n Massachusetts? Wel,

“nothing is non about Robin Hood, much
“is conjectured, and in entire absence of
“facts, ther is abundant lerning”—about
the way it is with_much of the etymology
said to be enshrined in our speling.

Wit Systex 2—The absolute necesity of
fonetic reform is now almost universaly

recognized, not only by practical teachers‘

but also by sientific filologists. All objec-
tions that prejudice and irrational conserv-
atism hav been able to devise hav been
succesfuly met and the only question now
is, what system shal we adopt?—SwEET in
apendix to Handbook.
NEW_ SUBSCRIBERS.

Wm Linton, Principal Central Scool,
New IHamburg, Ont., (got by M* Connor.

C. C. Chase, Irvington, Cal., (amiiton.

J.ILKob, Valley Falls, Kan., ([Tamilton

J. Sharp, Principal Busines College,
Galt, Ontario, (zot by Hamnilton.)

*REVISED SPELING:— OMIT uscles loters;
CHANGE < toy, % to_f, s/ito fitch to tsh,if sounnded so

“they read it
| Al ar but parts of one stupendus HULL!™
' Several rimes in the Biglow Papers go to
¢ corroborate this, as riming Zome and come.

Trial corner,)
IN THE CORNER.

Ruf shal stand in the cerner
(Ruf iz aur deg, yu must no)
’ Ruf haz brn snaping and barking,
So tu the cerner ht 'l go.
Dogz hu ar snapish and neizi,
Set them apart and alon;
Nvuthing tu fait or tu graul for,
Nuthing---net Evn a bon.
If ther wer ever a chaild, nan,
Snapish and noizi laik Ruf,
Ai shud se, “Intu the cerner
TUntil yu ’v had barking envf.”
But tu the chaild ai 'd sa further,
1 “If yu gro up in this we,
Yu'l faind yurself el in the waid wurld
Alon in the carner sum da.”
~Chatterbox.,

i
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NOTES ON PRONUNCIATION.
GRAY'S ELEGY (continued).
Tho ploughman homeward plods his woary way,

Dlods is plodz; that is, it is either plodz
or plodz. Just here it shud be distinctly f
understood that ois close «, a soundof the |
a-clas, les opn than a; of it Whitney says: |
“Phe sound in question occupies so noarly a !
medial position betweon a-of far and thut of swar
that it might with equal propr ety be regacded |
as the short sound of either It vorges thereforo
very closely on tru short a, as of Gov. Aann, alt,
Y'ronch ma, chat, and ig acousticnly muclhi neaver
af far)— tho always s).mr})] v and vcuratly distin-
guisht from it — than is the so-cauid ‘short ' {a}
of pan, ote.”

On the other hand, o is of the o-clas. It
may be defined fairly wel as the first part
of the difthong in boy or noise. 1t apears
then that while one speaker chooses o, an-
other chooses o, the close « aforesaid. If
this hapnd with a few only it cud be dis-
mist; but'it asumes international import.
Iy the sound-shifting which has gon on
in British-American speech it comes that
o is almost exclusiviy chosen by good
transatlantic speakers, while in cisatlantic
speech o and o ar about equal in frequen-
cy. As evidence of this wide-spred and
startling fact notice that Ogilvie's (Impe-
rial) Dict. givs plod, plot, ox, ete., with the
same vowel-sign as form, corn, ete.  We
once counted such sounds in Gray’s Blegy
and in our orthoepy found o and e about
equal in frequency; in a certn other enu-
meration, from wider data,o was found
259 times; o, 154; oi, 13—ratio, 259: 166—
but the counter is a nativ of Conn., dout-
les reflecting, tho unintentionaly and per-
hups unconsciusly, New IEngland habits.
The question arises, has the change oc-
curd here or there? We beriev, there; as
speech here is comonly more conservativ,
and ther dr evidences that such words as
ox, plod, wer formerly givi the o-vowel in
England, perhaps in the British Iles gen-
eraly: a striking fuct is its frequency in di-
alect in Eng. today; a tailor on our street,
a nativ of Herefordshir, givs o before r e-
ven as in north, fortnight, which with him
ar norf, fort' nit; nativs of Hampshir say
corn, 2lmonst carn, for corn. The connec-
tion between Hampshir and New Hamp-
shir in speechis real, not imaginary. The
rustic is conservativ in speech, the citizen |
yields to sound-shifting, even starts it.

Now the erly setlers of N.Eng. on from
1620 wer from this rustic midl clas. We
may expect then that this pronunciation
of words speld with o, as plod, so markt a
caracteristic of American speech today,
dates very much farther bac: Ogilvie says

“In Arglo-Saxon a representsat least two prin-
cipal sounds, a shorter and alonger (the later ofn
markt with an accent). Ti:¢shortexr was no dout
similax in_quality to a in_fether tho shorter.—
Many words in which it occurd might be ritn in-
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diferontly with o; thus monn 08 Wl ns mann, kond
ns Wol as fand, fram or from, &= 1 Dict'y.

This use of either « or ofapears to ex-
plain why in some words, ;83 what, garht,
walrh, orthografy uses «, \;/hile in others)
as oy, not, it uses . We; believ that o, so
prevalent here, is a survival of Anglo-Sax-
on times, and that it was transplinted to
New Eng. from Old Eug. by the Pilgrim
Fathers and their succesors;also that, tho
aparently confined to speakers of dialect
there, it is in good use here—it may be on
the decline.

+f 0 be declining in words,as plod, speld
with o, and Britis{h practice of turning all
of them into e is‘to prevail and be now
taken as standard, it wil mueh diminish
the frequency of o, so much so thatit may
be wel ‘to reduce o toa sign for use ¢n or-
thoepy only, using a as suficie. ¢ for both
oand «q, as in fuar, for all erthografic pur-
poses. Our ‘trial corner’ wil ilustrate this.

Ther is a pronunciation of sk, pust, etc.,
(not ask, past, etc.) said to be with an “in-
termediat” or closer vowel than opn «, or
a. Such sound apears distinguishabl from
o with great dificulty, if at all, tho redily
distinguisht from a by those not tone-def
in high degree. We canot distinguish o
trom this “intermediat.”

That ther may be no mistake as to what
is British practice, as mirord by Ogilvie
at least, let us see what he says about o:—

“Tho sound of « in fa// forms an intermediat
step between a in fatZer and oin dome. The same
sound is represented by ax, aw, as in vanlt, clw.
..... .Ther is a shortsound corresponding to this,
that in skat, want, quality"—1bid.

Manifestly, what is ment to be hwot in-
sted of hwot. Again, in enumerating the
sounds represented by leter o, he says:i—

“(3) The sound o in not, as in cost, gone, oh;-. ..
(4) The same sound lengthnd thru influcnco of »
folloing; as in mortal, also in the digraf on/songht,
brought)"—QO in Dictionary.

(Zo be continued.)

10000 SOUNDS COUNTED.

sIt is sometimes desirabl to no how fre-
quently any givn sound occurs. Let the
reader try to caleulate and he wil be sur-
prized perhaps to find how many quest-
ionsof pronunciation hav to be past upon
before enumeration can proceed. Whit-
ney has givn his results in Part viii of his
Oriental and Ling. Studics, 24 series, with
views that influenced counting. e says:

“Itook n.solection of ten pasages, five in poetry
and five in prose, from as many authors, of vavi-
us_periods, and separated and counted theindi-
vidual sounds as mot withia each til the numbor
of 1000 sounds wasreacht.”

The ten pasages ar specified, one being
the 1000 sounds begining Gray’s Elegy.
All such enumeration, to be worth any-
thing, must be done free from that Dbias,




Co

THE HERALD OF SPELING BY SOUXD. 179

preconeeivd opinion and prejudice, that I to the comparison, without which it wud
all hav more or les of (“present company | be wors than useles  shakey foundations

excepted,” of cours, reader). As to thein-
terrelated questions of vowels not under
aceent and distinetnes of articulation: - |
“As for unaccented vowels, I hav estimated |
them as wol as Ieud, neording to a good aad care-
ful reading stylo, ithat is, “liturgic” andi not o ;
collimpuial oue; noone, I presutne, cud go ovor the
same pasages twice androgch precisoly the suine
results bothh times,”

Transliterating  into our symbols, the
result isi—

r . Tt |
Dovennn 676 o U.... . .
| I . B [ RN
docie... 494 Wevnrannn

S . 4G9 | S

384 ol -

Lo 9SS

tshort*of =]

AN ) Uiannnnnn
3013; ({1 AP
Z.. . 202 [TE5 N
v, oA o(. .).. .
h 204 “
W, 231 0. .
k 217 au.....
{ 2075 a .
P 171 w
b 164 u oL ...
sh S6 vocal 1 ., ..
« .99 s
I 1 I .
v . 66 0. ..
6. . . .. 8
eh ... 0 DY
3. . N vl
I o e 2
As to 7, ek and j, we ar told:~-

“It shud he noted that the number givn for »
represents tho move aceepted pronuncintion, ra-
ther than iy own natoral one (which wud leav

. ... S700f 744 lor one haf} unpronounced.)

“I hav—I confes, with questionabl juagment—
reknd ok and ;' as independent elements, bocuus
of their distinet origin and etymological value,
end espeeialy becausthoy ar after all not acurat-
1y represented by ¢ and and acompanying sibi-
lant,”— §41.

Of 3 and v together, 350 ar estimated by
W. to be o, leaving 216, or 2:16 per cent.,
as u.  Manifestly, this wil vary acording
to distinetnes of uterance, a careles c¢olo-
quial speech tending to greatly increas
4, the slurd vowel. Of 200 asignd u, fuly
100shud be givn uacording to dictionaris.
The exampls of i sho that that sound is

wil not last,  His anser is that he is too
busy riting . hook to giv it atention.

Foxsie Mernon. - This teaches veading
by dril in sounds insted of alfabetic or old
hamer it in by-never ending-and- canot
spel then-repetition method. To our nol
cdg, it has been in use in Port Hope and
Toronto scools for ten or twely years, and
those using it hav no desire to go bak to
alfabetic methods. It is taut by riting a

“word in ordinary form on blak-hoard; the

teacher crosses out silent leters and marks
cach vowel with diacritic (as X for a, i for

"a, 0 fore, & for o, & for ¢, i for u, u foru,

it for u) giving the corresponding sound
“edva voce. 1t is hut a haf-way method to a
“ful sound or fonetic system.  Miss Soumes
rites Jur. Idueation:—
.~ “Ifanyono dout efect on children’spronuncin'n
of an atempt to giv them symbols corresponding
. tosounds, they shud go to a good infant scool in-
structed on the fonic system,whoreit wil be found
that, notwithstanding serius defects of that sys-
tew, the children having been made to study
sounds, pronounce words, and especialy flnal
. consonants with utmost distinetues.”
GERMAN-ENGLISH~(/rip, Canada’s great
comic weekly, for 16th Feb., p. 101, in an
artic] giving brokn English as spokn by
| one whose mother-tung is German, twice
| 8ivs business as “peczness,” which difers
{from Mr Connor’s observation who says
ithey say “brs nes.” This leads us to re-
mark that papers which atempt giving
“brokn speech, 1, usualy er, like Angio-
“maniacs and other imitators, by overdo-
ing; 2, comit other egregius blunders. In
“peezness” both p and z ar such. This is
-haf excusabl in any newspaper which is
- nothing if not funy,and is so loosly edited
. that it shud make no pretensions to acu-
ey : inexcusablin papers beter edited, to
which G)ip helongs, as we supose. Such
shud hav a dizlect editor to correct blun-
ders and make dialect conform to actual
speech, as LPunclh and others do. Words-
worth says,
“To the solid ground

| LT Nature trusts the mind which bilds for aye.”

As an exampl from the actualy, we recent-
1y herd une say:
“(1i hef pun in mai het.”

favord. Ading this 100 to 44, the number |
for u, also 83 for au, yet neglecting *, the

This was for “I hav pain in my hed;” or
“(1i havpaa in mai hed”

w after o when difthongized,as sume hold . as we wud hav uterd it.  Notice that the
it shud he nearly always, we reach a total speaker, & German woman, uses, 1, ai for
of 227, Ading numbers for @, u and uu to- | difthongal i;2,nut 4, but e, in k«o, becaus
gether, we hav 327 u-sounds; and if 176 be ther 's no a in Ger., e and a being comon,
aded for ou, or 0¥, we hav 303 u-soundsor, and our a_lying hetween e and a in vow-
ful 5 p. ¢, not counting v atall s u-sound. , elscale e is chosen; 8, vin Zav is changed
Mr D. P, Lindsly, of Philad's. has count- tof, a simpl case of a general law: no
ed 20,000 sounds. We rote M+ L. asking to | voiced consonant except with liquid ends a
hav his figures set oposit those . hove givn,  Ger. sylabl; she chose f, mate of voiced v,
sound for sound, with strictest acuracy as | as in /2d she chose t, mate of voiced d.

R
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Sin,—I send more than enuf to pay are “r-
ages. Ther is nothing meaner or more .
excusabl than not to pay for one’s puper
promptly. I wud gladly pay dubl to hav
dubl the size, a8 it 18 now the best advocat
of amended sp. publisht so far as Ino. I
frequently difer from its teachings: stil it is
invaluabl. I favor a complete fonetic alfa-
bet—haf-way mesures always prove fail.
ures. I am greatly pleased with yur “notes
on pronunciation.” What is the diference
between Fonology, Fonetics, and Fonics ?
[Nune.] What is mesured or liturgic™
pronuncia’n? I take great interest in Mr
Jones’ articls, but dont endors his speling

atall. We must hav a good ful alfabet for

Staxpanp Vowers.—We hav referd to ne.
cesity of having standard speech sounds, es.
pecialy vowels, beter defined. Without *
progres is uncertn. The same want, &
like reasons, is felt in other fields, as:—

“The [Brit. Med Asoc'n's Collectiv Investiga'n
Commiteo wud do esentinl sorvico to medicin by
{:romotm‘g mvastngu,txop of Temperaments st

)y suplying the profesion with precise deserip-
tions of diferent temperaments, want of which
renders uncertn of menning whatover is said or
ritn concerning them, nud aftorward by collect.
ing rosults of their aplication to practice.”--Dr
STEWART in chap. iv. of Our Temperaments.

SreriNe 1N ¢ SHAKSPERE. ” —-Mr. J.D.
Barnett rites from Stratford, Ont., that the
speling found in the quarto edition of Shak.
spere publisht in 1623 canot be considerd
his. If editions of his plays publisht before

our language without regard to other lan.; 1616, or during his life, be taken, Mr B,
guages—I dont believin internationalism. cud specify as much as four or even five
Pitman, Graham, Comstock and others'sets of spelings. Iven these ar not /s, nor
started right: the sooner we gobak to a!Bacon’seither, for, acording to Mr A.J. Lllis
complete alfabet the sooner we wilsuc-' « These ar not Ajs spelings;he edited wo
ceed. I favor deliberat pronuncie’n—no;play, and the Tempest wns not even
“letr, ” ¢ ritn, ” “ hevn, ” but ¢ leter**riten’ ; publisht in his lifetime,
“heven.” We make a great mistake in - spelings, probably more regular thanhis,”
droping vowels however obscure when pron- | pyuuriox of AnFasETs.—An interesting
ounced quikly. Yur giving evry ohe ;)i exhibition shortly to be opnd in King's
chance tol expres his ideasis good. Yu & T,jyrary in British Museum. wil (says Lou-
domg_nob(ﬁ work. T wish yu succes. ) ' Qon correspondent of Glasgow Herald) deal
Obetlin, Ohio. Jorn MyERS. | ith all alfabets, past and present. It wil
o comence with erliest ritings in existence,
| THE FIVE RULES. . .. 'and wil come down toour A B C. Max

Sir,—I quite agree with yu in thinking' Muller said recently that all existing alfa-
Pitman’s first stage far too radical, or els  bets cud be traced from Egyptian hieroglifs.
not enui. Among ourselvs we may g0 The new exhibition wil aford oportunity of

much farther; with ou siders we must be! testing this, becans they wil be aranged as

very careful, making few changes. The|far as posibl cronolog :ly.

They ar printer's

[original] five rules, sensibly aplied, seem
an exelent platform. Let all sp. reformers |
use them, und the smash of old speling wil
soon come. I shal always be glad to put in
a good word for yur paper, which I greatly
apreciate, chiefly becaus, likethe 7each-
er, it lets evry one say itssay. Dall urfo
delle oprnioni nasce il lume.*
Paris, France.
HAMER  away !

{*From the clash of opinions springslight.
‘We hav red somewhere “Truth’s spark flies
from the clagh of opinions. ” Bullion says:
“Diferenceof opinion,on varius subjécts, ;
“leads to discusion—discusion to investiga. |
“ tion—and investigation to discovery and .
« establishment of truth. As a conse.
“quence, what wassound and stable before
“hasbeen confirmd—many points that wer
« doutful hav been setld—new and improv-
“ed methods of investigating subjects, and
“ of 1mparting instruction, hav been adopt-
«“ed—and the holesubject of education, in
“ both theory and practice, has been much
“advanced.” (Prefaceto Eng.Grammar.))

P. Passy. !

U These pages hav @ misionary object.

Yur influence to extend cireul’» (s solicited

.

Cox.- A riter in the Forum for Dec.
says “ The ¢ Cyclopedia of Amer. Biografy’
| tels us that a son of stout old Presbyterian
! has adopted the speling * Coxe.’” The gfood
i bishop 1s retrograde in other words than his
' own name :in words ending in oy as fionor,
he insists on puting—our, Honour being
hybrid between Frenzh /ronneur, with dubl
11, and Latin noxog, this speling, fonour,
does not do credit to the bishop’s scolarship,
however it may suit his taste, about which,
we supose, ther is no disputing. Of a piece
with this, he prefers the King James’ Ver-
sion (1611), with_its many mistranslations
and other behind-the-age expresions, to the
Revised Version. Ashe is retrograde in
some things, we wonder if he correspond-
ingly travels by stage-.coach, canal-bont,
and pak-hors. Also we ar curius to no
whether he prefers * dipt candls and ser-
mons two ours long.”

Tur, HERALD, 4 pages monthly (except July-
Aug,) is devoted to Pronunciation and Amended
Speling. SUBSCRIBE: Terms, 25¢. & year; 5y'rs, 31
7 copis, to one adres, 50 cents; 15 copis, ditto, $1.
Foren stampstaken., Bound nos.,any pasty'r,25c.
Adres TEEHERALD, 125 Harbord $t, Toronto, Can
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: Dr Cox, who is now an Episcopalien bishop, |




