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NOTICL

VDISPENSATIO‘I OF THB SACRAMENT
OF :THE LORD'S SUPPER ‘IN' CON-
NE‘[O‘I WITI 'l‘llE SYNOD:

As the Sy nod meets (God willing} on Wednes.
day, the 213t of June, it-is contemplatcd that the
Ministers present on the occasion, will be disposed
te favor with thei. services, on Sabbuth the 25th,
the congregations and stations in and around “To.
ronto 3 and & scheme for this purpose . will be sub.
maltod to the Synod ut its next meeting.

- At the request or with the approval of the con-

tions interested, it is proposed that the Sacra-
ment of the Supper shall be dispensed at the six
following stations on that day; and the Ministers
whose names are ‘appended, have been requested
to take the charge of n!l the preliminary arrange-

ments.

. ScasmomovaH, . . . . Dr. Burns.
XYoax Miutts, . . . . Mr Gale.
‘Toroxvo Towsswir, . . Mr. Harris,

" ViveHa¥, . . . o . . Mr.Rintaul
Hemsea,, «. » - - - « Mr. Wightman.
TRAPALGAR, . . M. Boyd.

‘One of the brethren of the Synod "will be ap-

pou rted to co-operate, in each instance, with thc
above Ministers.

- In éeach place, thete wilt be a preparatory public
sarvice on the Saturday evening previous.

" Collections will be made to defray expences.

_ - May the presence of the great Lord of the feast
1) cnpyed on ‘these interesting occasons,and i may
the dew of Heaven descend on the pastures of Zion!

Tm, 20th May, 1548

-—-._.—_._.
"mAmuLSunmu.—At.hehnm«t
: d’Sy!d a Committes was appointed *to
ch_tmfnl!r‘e{aﬁon%gnpuond Statistics, at
ln-tuomthbd«nthordmuymeeungof
mnmm.udwnuwmm
lSyud. Anboqm-nedhstymmlnee
&MML-W it % 10 be hoped

that no tie will be lost by congrcgn(mm in trans.
mitting $He answe to the Rev. W. Rintoul, Con.
\exne;/ut Kuox'’s College, Toronto. “I'tic querics
are the following :—

1. Whaut ig the designation of Yyour congregation?
2. How many, Church Members in full ¢
nion?
3. How many udherents notin Chureh Fellowship?
4. What is the average Sublbiath congreaation?
5. Hlow m;u) Elders belonging to the congrega.
tion
G. How many Deacons?
7. Ilow many Duwts of Public Worship in the
week?

8. How many Prayer Meetings in the congre-
gation !
9. By whut numbers are the Prayer Meetings

attended ?

10. 1Jow frequent are your, Pastoral Visitations?

11, How snany Sabbath Schools connected with
the congregation?

12, What arc (ht. numbers attending the Sabbath
Schoo!

13. Have )ou any Week Day School, and how is
it attended and supported?

14. What is the stipend pad to your Minister for
thic yeur last closed, and ut what dute did
it close?

15. What is the amsunt of stipend paid to your
Minister since June, 134117

'16. From what soutces do you draw the Minister's

stipend ?

17. What amount did the congregation cqutribute
for Forcign Missions last \'..u-’l

1. What amount for College Fand?

19. What amount for Bursary Fund?

20. What ameunt for Home Mision Fund?

Q1. Whatumount for Syned and Presbytery Funds?

22, What amounis for your Sabbath School aud
Libratics?

23. Is your Church free from Debt?

24. Ry what tenurc is your Ghurch Property held?

37 The foregoing should ave appeared in our
last number. £ é‘l —~—. . -

TO THE CATECHISTS AND STUDENTS
OF KNOX'S COLLEGE. "

In our Jast Record it was announced that the
Convener of the Collegre Comnuttee would, in the
present number, address & short letter to the Cate-
chists and Students of Kuoxs College. On account
of pressing engageinents, and unavoidsble absence
from home in the service of the church, the Con-
vener has found it impracticable to discharge this
du.y in the way he could have wished.

The following hints, which we extract from his
letter, dated at Perth, are such as he intended to
have introduced wsto his letter to the Students and
Catechists.

I is probable that some more special announce:
ments will be made after the retum of the' Con-
vener, and the meeting of the College Commiittee.

We copy from the Convence's letter referred 1oz

¢ You will remember that the Recerd for May
contains this notice—* Catechiets and Students of

Knox's College may expect a short letter from the
Convener of the College Committee in the next
number of the Rxcorp, a to imstructions
from the Acting Committee.” .

Now, wmy dear Sir, as T cannot be baek in To.
ronto before the Junc unmber of the Recot d proes to
prest, and as I have not with mo the Munues of
the Conunittee, nor can now confer with the bre.
thren who compose it 1 wonld xubiit 1o you « few
hints, such as I would have introduced.

Some of the following hints are given becanse of
their intrinsic nnport.mcc——nol from s any apprelien-
sion that the views and dutics pointe d at would bo
lost sight of, even though they had been with-held.

1. .\ll our Students should resmember that they
are engaged to spend their days i the servico of
tho Redeemer in his Churen, dud that the s present
studics and pursuits should be dizeatly subosdinuted
to prepacation for that service.

2. They suowd bo thoroughly unpressed with
the conviction that a reatising cotsunmon with the
Saviour, maintained through the eacreses of devo.
tion, is an indispensab’e prepazative tor the siudics
and pursuis of cvery day.

3. Students, whether teaching Sehoals as some
are now domg, or lubounny as Catectnsts or La-
horters, should, in so far as is compatible with
hc“‘lh. @ve u portion of every day to umr proper
studices, especially to the rcad-n-' the Senptuzes i
the original.

4. Cateclists should let it be kuown m ther
several stations that they are not yet heent:ates or
probiationens for the Mini sirv—that they are only
préparing for such status @ sod that thev ure uot
callcd” nor: expected now 1o, give themelves
wholly™ to public duties. -

‘I've Church is wilkug to recognice them us Ex-
horters rathier than l‘reac.:cn, und so the ful}
occupation of their tume i prepuzmg for SabLath, or
other public services, and (,cnduclm o these 1 vaute

“ing and teaching—ull proper for Munsters, € s not

pertain to them.  Cateclusts. we coneesve, way
nost profitably appropnate one ortwo cnure days in
every week 10 their aw proper studicr.

We muv hicre nntice, too, thut heenuse they are
only Students of Diviuity, it 18 not proper that they
should allow themsclves to b drawn o cngages
ments t0 aceept of calls from paruculur congeeya.
twnn.

5. Our Students proved last summer—by the
anple contrhutions obtaitied by them for the sup-
port of their Missionary 10 the French Conadisns—
hiow efficiently they can nssert the clusns of the
schemes of the Church.  Lvery one of them muy
beeome an agent for theae.

Now, while they will doubtless continue to ¢ol-
lect for the support of thicir own Missionary, or
rather the Missionary of Knox's Colleac, they muy
also do miore or lese for all the cnterpnses of the
Chureh, as:—

(1). ‘They may aud should stir the people up to
mnake stated contsibutions for the Home Muwion
Funds of the several Presbyteriens throngh these
alonc Missionaries and Catechists are to be sup=

ported:

(2). They should help forward contributions to
the Coilege where they have been comcnced,
and ofiinate them where they have not. 1t is
greatly 1o be desired that cvery acherent aud mem-
ber of the Church shonld be feminded of s or her
duty te give something to this, and the Miswon
achcmes, and should have u distinct opportunity of

doing

'l‘}-us will the strength of the Church be drawn
out and augmented.

(3). Every Student should seek small subscrip-
tions fot the College library.. Let every one of our
44 Stode.ata collect onty five dollare for this objeet,
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utid we shall have an amount 10 expend next ses.
sion which will procure us sutne vauluable and much
wunted books.

(1) As the College Conmnttes have sesolved to
found o Muscam, becawso of the subservieney of
thiects of anuquity and uaturul fustory to the allus.
tration of Scapture and natural theolugy, Students
may uct us Collectom to the Muscum.  Indian
remains, und interesting mineralogical nud geologi-
eal apecimens may be tound w muny purts of the
Provinee,

Original Communications.

SUGGLESTIONS RESPECTING HOME
MISSIONS,

Ia the. Just nnber of the Record there was an
atticle entitled ¢ ‘The Preshy enan Church of
Canada,” i which were certwn remashs on the
snbject of the Home Mission, the College and Sus.
tentation fund, with most of which we cordilly
agree ; sl there are a few additional observations
fu refercnice more especially to one of these sub-
Jects, that of Home Missions, which we should
like throngh your periadical, if thought suitable, to
cotnmmnicate. ‘This may be regarded as the most
important of the three topics, inasmuch as all the
means in operation for upholding a gospel ministry,
as the cducat.on und support of it are subservient
to the supply of u preached gespel.  Somne means
st more cuergetic than hitherto should, we think,
be adopted for increusing this supply. We cor-
dialy azree with the wnter in regrird to the neces-
say of having a Superintendent appointed ; that he
would require to be anindividual distinguished both
by zea) and wisdom.  Every part of the Mission
ficld, we conceive, should be tumntely mvestigated
and thoreuzhity knewn, so a% to ascertamn if each
part of it be attended 10, and receive that sharo of
Mussionury lubour winch its unportunce demands
and whether any part of it may not be averlooked.
We discovered, in a lme Missionary tour, various
places we mipht name, some of wiich were en.
tirely, and othiers almost entircly overlocked! ‘I'his
1sa r;'r(‘ul o, aud o thisneglect as much, perhaps,
as to.any other canse, may we ascnbo the extine-
tion of ons church in various quarters, and its ab-
sorption by other sects  In how many places,
whete there ure now, fram this neglect, scarcely
any wraces of the Preshyterian church, might there

“be flourishing congregations, had a watchful super-
iutendence been exercized, nnd that measure of sup-
ply which, cven with our limited means, could have
been afteded.  Occasonal visits, even from ad-
joining ministere, might have prevented their
abandonment of these religious principles in which
they hud baen iustructed. It were well, therefore,
that tirere were set on foot what may be styled a
Mission of investigation throughout tho whole of
our destitute localitics ; and which might be effect-
cd by ¢he Superintendent, if not personally, by
bringing abont the appointment of such a Mission
in cach Presbytery s and when places are found to
have been overlooked, every cflort should be made
to remedy the evils that may have arisen from this
neglect 3 and to awaken that juterest in religion
and the principles of our chureh which may have
becomne extinet.

Aunother important object would be to bring the
Nissionary ficld, within the bounds of each Presby-
tery, into districts, to be supplicd, cach of them, by
a Missiouary, or, where this was impracticable, by
-onc of mote catechiste, or by adjoining ministers.
It would be of great importance that whatever
supply were offered should be regu'ar. A desire
for this hus repeatedly been expressed to us in
Missionary stations.  Through tho division of these
into districts, such a regular supply might, at Jeast
1y a great extent, be affurded.  Sucha provision
for regutar supply would tcl!d to prevent those dis-
azpointients which not unirequently happen, and
Jhavo 2 hustful cffect, and those conflicting sppoint-
monts which sometimes tuke place from want of
systom in the azrangements made. It would ren-
der unneosssary those loog journies by the Mis-
.sionary from one station to ancther, which are often

!

both expenive and laborious, and tend to prevent
these lengthened interruptions of supp’y, which
have often a discouraging, sometitnes an itritating
cileet on congregations; this syxtem would have
the effeet aleo of ncteasyg the attendance, us the
scasons of Divine Service would be much better and
more generally known than when the supply is
iuregular, Such o minute inspection of the mineion
tield-=ruch systematic und energetic efforts for a
full supply of every part of it us our mmjlest re.
sources atlord, seem inperatively called for.  The
interests of our church huve fong suffered for the

Twantofite. We are versuaded that the nduption

of such a vigorous and cfleetive plan of operations,
waotild mightly contribute to its pro<perity and ex.
tension. It i pleasing to witness the increascd
activity of the church in regard to Missionary
opcrations ; and the munifestation of this spirit en-
courages us to hope for, and endeuvour to excito to
incrensed zenl and exertion in this important cause.
‘The church 1s making progressnat, but still greater
eneriey 13 necessary : and the adoption of still more
enbghtened and efficient means for rendenng her
zcal cffectual,

Doubitless there will be some difficnlty, if not in
dividing the bounds of cach Presbytery into dis.
tricts, at least in supplying cach of them with fre.
quent and regular Divine services ; more may be
done for this, liowever, than may at fint sight
uppear practicable. ‘The institution for raising up
a gospel nunistry among onrsclves will be annnally
sending forth new labourers mnto the vineyard;
while the late act of Synod, requiring cach” Mis.
sionary to labour a year before setthng, will secure
cach of them for the mission field for that period.
Stations for winch Missionancs cannot be provided,

may ‘enjoy the labours of cateclusts. Were the
church, generally, led toadopt the plan wlich sonse
Preshyteries have acted upon, (whether they con.
tinuo to do so o5 not Wwe caunot say) of directng a
Sabbath, and several week days, periodically, to
certain destitute localities, a great amount of ad.
chitional labour would thus be sccured.  We have
found, we adinit, considerable reluctance in somo
of the brethren to subinit to this partition of their
lubours, betwixt their own congregations und desti-
tute localitics: but so convinced are we of the
necessity of this sucnfice, at least in prescnt cir.
cumsstances, and s beneficial tendency, that we
have httle doubt that the chusch will be led—as a

inadequate resonrces for upholding Miss:us within
their bounds, and are sometimes scarcely able to
muke good their obligutions. This need never be
the cane were there any systematic effort made te
keep congregzations in mind of their duty in respect
to contributions, and any regularity i settled
chagges to collect yeatly for the fund. From
these two sources combiued, there might always be
ample funds ; and otie important end which would
bo served by the appointient of a Superintendent
of Mirsions, would be that a vast accession o the
funds would be realized with the greatest facility.
But not only by additional exertions, but alwo Ly
additionul methods might resources, for upholding
Missions, bo increased. We conceive that the
adoption of that plan of the Missionury meetings,
which 1k 80 successful among our brethren of the
Methadist church, might, with true advantage, be
adopted by us. By ieuns of these, we understand,
on ‘good authority, the Methodist church raises
about £4000 annually ; and did we realize only
half the suim, it would iinpart, we believe, a very
considerable impetus to our missionary operations.
Might not one or two brethren of each Presbytery,
who might be thought most thoroughly to combine
miseionary zeal with adaptation for the platform,
be uppointed to visit the principal congregations
within their bounds—whether pastoral charges or
mission stations—for the purposs of holding meet.
ings, .and delivering addresses on the subject of
Missions ; and at the close, obtaining subecriptious,
and appointing collectors to go round aftervrarde
among the people for additional conttibutions? In
this effort we would not be left 1o our own resources.
We (ntely assisted our Methodist brethren on one
or two of thess occasions; and somie of the most
talented of the speakers expressed regret that they
had not an opportunity of tecipmcating the friendly
co-operation. they received from Yree Church
ministers at such meetings, and which they would
be very happy to afford. 'We see no valid objection
that can be made to the adoption of this plan, and
it has much to recommend it. In addition to its
advantages in awakening & missionary epirit, and
raising fuuds, it would habituate our ministers to a
department of public speaking, to which they are
not so much accustomed, perhaps, as the ministers
of some other denominations ; and an improvement
in which might rendet them more effective advo.
cates of our cause both here and elsewhere. An

general meusure—to adopt it and the sooner we
arc convineed the better.  Not ouly would much
destitution be thus supplied, but these ministerial

‘visits would have the most happy effect in. encon.

raging the people to strengthen the cause amongst
them—in preventng a diminution of our adherents,
and checking in the bud other nascent evils.

Nor are we aware of any valid objections fo this
partial allotment to tho missionary ficld of ministe-
rial labour.  Auy reluctance on the part of congre-
gations to be deprived, for an occasional Subbath,
of the services of their minister, would be doubtless
avercome—wcre such a share of their labours, for
the supply of a vast destitution, demanded by the
church, and a strong representation made. of the
necessity of the sacnfice, aud the bencfits flowing
from its being universal ; and though, certainly, the
spiritual interests of 2 minister's own congregation
have the firdt claim on his sympathy and excrtions,
the religious concerns of destitute congregations, in
his ilnmediate neighbourhood, have a claim upon
both, we are persuaded, not much inferior—Jess, to
be sure, in respect of relationship—but more in
respect of destitution § and, therefore, he isuot only
justifiable in affording to these places a share of his
labours, but is blameable, we apprehend, if he re-
fuse .

In addition to the supp'y thus afforded by cate-
chists, preachers, and settled ministers, there may
bo expected, from time to time, as hitherto, a rein-
forcement of labourers from the parent church—
to which, cspecially since .the distuption, we are
under the strongest obligations; and we have rea.
son to believe that it would contribute 1o increase
our supply of lubourers from home, were there an
increase of funde. From the want of any regulsr

plan or aystem of operatious, in_reference to mis-
sionary courbutions, Preshytarics have often very

abund of funds would, we think, greatly facil
itate our obtaining a supply of labourers from the
parent church, especially upon a plan often sug.
gested, but not much, if at all, acted. upon,—of
preacliers coming out for a limited time, to retumn,
if they thought fit, after its expiration—their ex-
penses to and from Canada bring” defrayed. Had
we 80 much resources in hand, as not only to gua-
rantee éupport to such labourers while here, but to
defray the expenses of their voyage, we might ex.
pect to obtain them more easily than when de-
pending on the church at home both for men snd
resources.

And in speaking of the supply of labourers, we
would advert, for a few moments, to & sentiment
which we have repeatedly heard expressed by some
of the brethren, but in which we cannot at all con-
cur—namely, that the "ouly source of supply to
which we must lock, is the institution for raising a
gospel ministry amongst ourselves, and that it is
vain ta look for any supply from home. We must
say, that much as we respect some, from whom we
have hecard this sentiment, we cannot but differ
from it in foto. While we are ready to admit that
our collcge is the principal, we cannot coneent to
its being regarded as the only channel through
which we should expect a supply of labourers. We
have yet too much religious destitution, and the
means of grace are 100 inadequate, to justify the
church at home in abandoning us for some tirne
yet to our own resources ; and the Janguage which
would vindicate such a desestion of us, or dispose
us to acquiesce in it, we cannot but regard as much
10 be deprecated. We sincerely hope such lan.
guage will be discontinued ; and that, on the con.
trary, every effort will be made to obtain from the
rcnnt church, from time o time, a y of

abourers for the hervest. We are aware that hee
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own destitution is very great ; but still we conceive
we have as much claim upon thoee of her Misxion.
aties alic cait spate, a8 uny other distant ficld of
lubour - and if we have advantages that other
churelies enjoy not, i having u college, wo huve
a vast awnount of destitution to countetbalance this,
and to render our cluims on her help, noiwithstund

ing thiz, imperative. The church hus nmde o
wunghty effort, rince the disruption, to &upply our
destitution, und 1o use such tanguage is to pive o
check to her zeal s to tell her that she is doing for
us more thun wo can expect; and that she then
discontinuo her supphes, we cannot be disappointed.
We hape that these suggestions will be received in
a spirit of candour, und, in so far ax they secin con-
sistent with sound reason, be adopted. ‘I'hat still
niore cfiective means are required than have yet
been adopted, for the advancement of the cause, is,
we think, abundantly manifest 3 and it is worthy
of enquiry whether those we have recommended
helonge to this class.  What ir done should be done
quickly : preat evils have flowed from the delay of
such indispensable efforta.  Qurseason of opportuni.
ties fur promoting the glory of God, and the good of
nien, is rapudly passing away.  Both axindividuals
and a church, have we not reason to lament our
infidelity and nusmprovement of favourable ocea-
sions for doing good ! and does it not become us to
make reparation, as fur-as we can, for past re-

missiess, by future diligence !
A. M.
.

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER
TO THE PUBLISHER, DATED RAMSAY, MAY dTH, 1848.

* & * «Weare going on well at Ramsay ;
our Church has doubled itself with hopeful mem-
bersin two years.  We organized with 135 mem-
ber.  Now we have 270.  We have six Subbath
Schools within the bounds of the congregation,
-contanung 200 children, taught by 24 teachers,—
& Bivle class in the Church for our young people
above 14 years of age,—also 4 weekly Prayer
Mentings. in the different districts of the church.
Our congregation contains 160 families, amounting
in all to ahove oue thousaud, old and youang; and
our church reaches from above Carlton pluce to
Packenham oa the oue haud, and from the 11th
Imo of Ramsuy to Lanatk on the other.

Our buildings—church, manse, &e., are ncat
and commodions. Around the church, in form of
a parullelogram, and at 35 feet distant, are 64
sheds, which lhold 123 harses—two standing in
cach shed as in a stable.”

Tho above is a very cheering account of the
Ramsay congregation. Much credit is due to that
people for the spirit they have manifested to keep
up the ordinances of rr.ligion amongs: them.

At the disruption the congregation was strip-
ped of a church and manse, which had been built
by them at a cost, we believe, of £900.

QUESTIONS FOR MISSIONARY CAN.
DIDATES. ‘

PROTMOSED BY THE DIALCTORS OF THE LONION Mis-
SIONARY SOCIETY.

1. Asitis indispensably necessary that he ~vho
undertakes to teach. Christianitly to the Heathen
should hinself be a real Christian—~you am de-
sircd to state what are the grounds on which you
have teen led to conclude you are such ; together
with any memorable circumstances connected witn
your first religiovs impressions, and the periods of
their commencement.

2. What ave your views of the principal and
distinguishing doctrines of the goepel 7 Pt

3. What is your judgment of Christian Baptism ?
Have you tho! l;?:‘vesﬁguted the guestion re-

-specting the Rapuson of Infunts; and is your mind
established as 10 the Divine authority of Infant
Baptism - :
4. Of what Christian Church or Society are you
amember? How long have you beenwuch ? snd to

what minister o7 ministers can you refer for mfor-
mation respecting your religious character?

5. Have you been nceustonied to engage in any
sociul or public religious services—in prayer meet-
mgs—in the instruction of the young—in visting
the sick—n the distnbution of tracis—or m uny
other effort for the #prituul good of vthers! and
if 00, state the particulams.

G. Where were you born? - What is your age?
Are your parents fiving? Do they depend upon
you in whole, or in part, for their support? Do
they know of your wirth to bucome a Musionary,
and do they upprove of it?

7. What las heen your ocenpation?  Are you
so employed ut presenit as to he able to obtain a

comfortable maintenanco? Have you a reasonable |-

proepect of tho same support in future?  Does the
desire of improving your worldly circutnstances
enter into the motives of this application?

8. What advantages of educat’on have you en-
joyed, aud what boecks have you read?

9. What has been the general state of your
health from your infanicy 7 What it at present?
If your health be good, is it such us is likely to
continue, particularly if you should go to a sultey
chimato? Have you serivusly considered the hard-
ships und dangers to which a Missionary oy be
cxposcd?  Are you willing to subjeet vounelf to
them § and do you judite your constitution is able
to support them 1. (Before your offer can be finally
accepted, the opinion of some Mcdical person on
this point will be required).

10. How long have you cutertaned the desre of

ing a Missionary! What first led you to
fonn that desire?  1as that desire beei constant
or fluctuating 7’ Has it led you to any particular
excreises of mind? af so, state them.

11..Have you felt a decided preference to the
work of a Missionary ubroud, unbove thut of a
Minister at home? and do you. think you should
continuc o to fecl, were an equal opportunity of
becoming a Minister to present itsclf ! if so, state
the reasons of this preference.

12. As there istoo much reasou to fear that some
persous tiave become Missionurics under the in-
fluence of improper principles, you arc desired
serously and sincerely to state what are the notives
by which you arc actuated in oftering yoursclf as a
Missionary to the Heathen?

13. What,in your judgment, are the quulifications
necessury to form a good Missionary of Jesus
Christ 7

14. What do you apprchend are the proper duties
of 2 Christian Missionary 7 And what do you con.
ecive to bo the peculiar temptations to which he is
exposed 1

15. Have you communicated your desire to any
minister or ministers, or other Christian friends ;
and do they cucourage; or discourage you in this
application 7

16. Arc you married? If not, arc you under any
engagement relating to marriage 3 or have you
made proposals of marriagre to any onc ; or are you
willing to ro unmarried, should circumstances rea-
der it desirable ?

17. As your personal expenses for clothes, wash-
ing, &c., may, while residing at college, amount to
from twenty to thirty pounds per annuin, can vou,
from your own resonrces, or thosc of your fncads,
meet that sum, or any part of it?

N

Proudfoot, ‘Thoman Christie, R. M. Thornton and
James Roy, Munsters, and Mesers. R. Chnatio and
W, Chisholin, Fidene

1t was moved by Mr. Bayne and ngreed, that
the Rev ’* Chinstie tnke the chair. Uponthe call
of the cinrman, the Rev. Mr. Buyne opened the
imecting with pruyer. 1t was then propesed and
agreed, that the Rev. R 1L Thoraton act as clerk.

Read the muuttes of last meeting.

The papers sefersed to m sand mintutes as not
forthcommye, on account of Mr. Bayne's absence
from the Province, bemy then called for, Mr. Bayne
proceeded to read the Report of the Commiittee of
the Preshytenan Church upon the ¢ Statement of
Opintons™ mutually given by the patties at previous
meetings

After confesence, the Committee agreed to take
up the subjects which had been under considera.
tion, and on wlich wntten statements of their re-
spective npintons had been previously given in, and
tesolved to embody m a formal statement the points
on which they agreed, and thowe also on which
they differed.  Acconhing to which plan the Joint
Conunttee concurred in the followmg aynopsis ¢

L—Regarding Christ's lltadthif oter the nations,
as du;.mguulud Jrom his Headship ever the
Church.

The Committees agreed in holding Christ's sp-
pointinent by the Iuther as Head and King of
nations, ax well as Head of the Church.  With re-
fard to the design of the appointment; and the
dutica that result from it, there 18 some difference.
The Committee of the Preshyterian Church hold-
ing that while the province of the Civil Magistrate
remuins the same, the revelation of Christ's ap-
pointinent as Head and King of nations, has im-
posed new dutics upon nations and rulere. And
the Committee of the United Presbyterian Church
holding that the revelation of Christ’s appointment
as Ruler, hius not added anything tothe depursment
over which the Civil Magstrate s placed, nor
formed any new relationship hetwees him and his
subjects, nor any new dutics different from those,
to dischitrze which ho was previously bound ; ““and,
morcover, as the whole institution and end of hie
office are cut out by and hie withun the compass of
natural pnneiples, 1t is not their opion that there
can, or otght ta he any cxcicise thereof toward ite
end, but what could be argued for and defendet
from natural principles.” )

Adjonrnced, to meet to.morrow morning, at nine
o'clock. Closed with prayer.

—

, Mar 10h.
The Commitices met again at this riate. Pre.
sent as above, with the exception of the Rev. M. Y.
tark being present, and Mr McMilian, Eider,
being ubeent.  Resumied consideration of the above
subjects. ’

IL—DProrince of the Citil Magiatrate.

The Committee concurrcd in holding that bis
peovince is purely civil, as contra-distinguished from
ccelesiastical, aud that no ecclemastical power, and
no nght of nterfering in the administration of the
affairs of the Church, has been comunitted to him.
But with regard to the duties of the Civil Magis-
trate, within his peculiar province, there scems a
difference between the Committecs to this cxtent—
that the Committer of the Presbyteriasnt Church
hold that religion is the concern of legwiators and
civil rulers, as such; and ought to be not only pro-
tected by the maintenance of religious liberty, but

UNION,

Minutes of the Committecs on Union of the Pres-
byterian Church of Canada and of the United
Presbyterian Church in Canada.

Haxizrox, 9th May, 1848.
The Committees of the Presbyterian Church of

Canada, and of the United Presbyterian Church,

met this day according to appointment, asin the

minutes of last meeting.  Present on the part of
the former, the Rev. Messrs. John Bayne and

Ralph Robb, Ministers, and Mr. W. McMillan,

Elder ; snd on the part of the latter, the Rev. Wn.

also publicly conntenanced, favored and
by them ; while the Comumittce of the United
Presbyterian Church think that the duty of the
Cuvil Magpgistrate is only 10 protect every subject in
the cxercite of the right which God has given him,
10 judge fo: himself 1n mattess religrions, and 10 set
in them accerding to his own judgmeut, so far ae
not to juterfcro with the rights of conscience.
I11—1s national recognition of Chriets Head.

ship oter the nations a duty, aad if se, W whet

Jorm is it to be mede?

On this head the committees aleo differ, that of
the Presbyterian Church holding that it is the duty
of nations and Tulers t0 make & frrme] recoguition



116

THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

-of Christ’s §Teadship, and that the simplest and least

objectinnuble tmcde in their opinion, in which this
could b2 done, wonld be @ nationsl act, iucorpo-
tated into the constitution of the State, und made
the bas'y, s0 far as applicable, of all future legisla.
tion ot adininistration—and the Committee of the
United Presbyterian Church thiuk that the Scrip-
tuses do not enjun any such natwnal uct; 1t s
thierefure pot requited of nations, by Christ himself,
und on this uccount, not a duty § nor isituny whero
in Scipturo charged nyuinst nutions us such, ay u
Sdme that they dud not recognize the Hzadsitip of
Christ oves them,

’iV.—ngardir)g the recognition of the authority
of Revelution, and its application lo the pecubiar
duties of the Mugistrate.

“*Tho difference of the Committees upon this sub-
ject is to this effect—"That the Presbytetian Church
hold that it is the duty of the Cvil Magistrate to
make a formal recoznition of the authonity of the
Bible, aud to appral to its principles aud precepte
#s his directory in every departiment of fus pecubiar
dutics. ‘Fhat’of the United Presbyteritn Chuich
hold, thut, inastnuch as the introduction of the
reinedial system hizs not enlarged the Provinee of
the Cuwvil Magistrate, so as to include thinms sacred,
and inusmuch os recoguition of revelation in his
officiul capacity is not enjoined in the New T'esta.
ment, therefore, it forms vo part of our belief,

V.—A4s to tie suppression of sins agzainst the
Sirst tahle of the maral law, cspeciully against
the law of the Sablath.

The views of the Committee d'iTer on this head
ay (ollows :—The Conunittee of the Presbyterian
Church beliove that it is the duty of the Civil
Mugistrate to suppress and punish such sins, swhere
they are offences aguinst socicty, by being overt-
acts injurious to of clotructive of its welfure;
and in particular, that it is ks duty to enforce the
law of tho Subbath, and to suppress and punish its
violutors.

The Committee of the United Preshyterian
Church on the other hand, hoid, that in so far as
the datics of the fisst tuble ure distinguished from
those of tho sccond, they are duties which cvery
man owes 10 Gad innmediately, the enforcement of
them does not fall within the province of the Civil
Maisisate.  So faras the Sabbath is a religious
justitution, and for relizious ends, it does not fall
within the province of the Civil Mugistrate, but so
fur 23 it reggurds the natural tights of a day of rest,
it does full within his piovince.

VI—Ae to the Edueation of the young.

- Here the Committee also differ.  Thoe Commit-
-tee of the Presbytenan Chureh hold that Education
-in all s branches ought 1o be directed and per-

vaded by sonnd relimous pancples, und that the
magistrate, in providing for the education of the
youny, ought, therefore, to discrmmate beiween
the true and false in religion—and to se» tot, that
only what is in harmony with,. und favourable to,
the promotion of sound religion be tanght's and far-
thet, that it iskuwfu', aud i eertain circumstances,
is his daty, to provids for the young, dircct religious
instruction.

N The Committee of the United Preshyterian
Church hold that it is not incorsistent with the
office of the Civit Magistrzte 1o provide for educa.
tion, but to piovide for the religions education of
cither old o> young. is no part of his official duty.

VIL—Jds to the promotion of Religion, especially
as to the application of any portion of the pub.
lic funds j;r the adcancement of 1eligivn, or in

-the eadowment of the Church. :

Rezarding this sulject tho Committee of the
Presbyterian Church Liold that it is the duty of the
-civil inagristrate to see to it that provision be made
for the relizions instruction of the nutieri—that the
tivode in which this duty skould be perfonned has
pot béen prescribed, hut may vary in different cire
cumetances, and that the provision of mears for
dircet religious insttuction, and the appropriation,
with this view, of a portion of the public funds, is
Jawful; but that .the adoption of (his particular
of promoting rcligion mt auy given time,

should be determined by a reference to the cone.
siderations of Christian expediency.  But the Com.
aittee of the United Peesby teriun Chureh ditfer by
holding thut inasmuch as the extension of Christ's
kingdom and the eupport of its ordinances arespiti-
tual duties incumbent on every Christian, they fall
not withm the province o1 the ewil magstrate—
who mozeover can have no funds for such objects
without encroaching on the rights of conscience.

VI11.—Sense 1n 10luck cer tuin statements in the
Westnunster Confesson are nnderstood, viz.:
ch. xx. sec. 4, ¢h. xxu. sec. 3, and ch. zxx.
sec. 2.

The Commitlee are of opinion thut there would
be uo ditficulty as to their ugrecing ubout the -
terpretation 1o by put on these passages, if there
were a substantial ugreenient upon the points of
ditference already poted. ’

‘I'he Comunittees agreed that Mr Thornlon and
Me. Gale be requested to prepase copics of the
minutes of the Juint Committee, m all hicir con.
fetences, and transmit them to thar rospective
Conveners, in otder to their being luid before their
reshective Synods.

‘I'he Comumittees nlso ngreed to authorize Mr.
Thornton to tuke means to publish the minutes of
this meeling.

Upon the call of the chairman, the Rev. Mr. Roy
closed with prayer.

(Signed) THOMAS CHRISTIE, Chairman.
R. H. THORNTON, Clerk.
el sesmme Y

For the Ecclesiastical and Missionary Record.

The Presbytery of Haumilton met ut Hamilten,
on the 10th May, and sut for two entire days tili
Iate at night, besides the meeting of the Home
Mission Committee ‘on the 12th.  There were
cleven Ministers and fonr Elders present. The
busincss. though not generally interesting to record,
was of great importance ¢ and T have never before
seen 0 much business so effectively gone through
in our Presbytery. within the same time. There
are now 20 ovdained Minicters on the Roll of the
Preshytery of Hamilton—ncarly as many as there
were i the entite Church at the time of the dis.
ruption. Mr. Bremuer, a deputy from the Free
Church of Scotlanl, bemng present, was invited to
taka his scat with the P'resbytery.

Amoug e Reports given in, I may mention
those of the Conunittees appointed to promote the
subscriptions on hehalf of the Colleae, which were
hig;!ly satisfactory and encouraging.

ire purpose of making opplication to veseive
the Rev. Joseph Marras a’minister of this Chuich,
was deferred till the next mectng of Presbytery.

The testimonls of Mr. Qun, probationer from
the Flrec Church of Scotland, were read and sus-
titned, .

‘The Presbytery resolved to apply to the Synod
for leave to take Mr. W. Ball student, on t:ials for
license.

An intimation from the Preshytery of Cobourg,
that they intended to apply for leave to tuke Mr.
Duncan upon trials ; and unothier from the Preshy-
tesy of Perth, stating their purpose to ask permission
to seceivo the Rev. Samuel Coon, of the Presby-
terinn Church in the United States, as a minister
of this Church,~ were read and concurred in.

A commission of Presbytery wus appointed, at
the request of the Rev. J. McKinuon, to visit St.
‘Thomas, to enquire into some difficultics existing
in the congregaticn there, and to endcavour to cb-
viate them, ntid strengthen the hands of the minis.
ter in the discharge of the dutics of his office.

A case of appeal by Mr. James Farish, of Ham.
ilton, from the decision of the Kirk Scsvion of
Krox's Church there, in regard to the election of
deacons, was taken wp, when Mr. Farish eppeared
for himself, and the Rev. R Robb, and Mr. Fisher,
Elder. for the Kirk Sceion.  When the patticshad
been heard and removed, it was, after deliberation,
noved by Mr. Bayne, seconded by Dr. Forrier,
and unaunmously ngreed to, that the appeal be
disniissed, and the proceedings of the Seesion sus-
tained 3 which was intimated to th= paztica by the
moderator on their being ealled.  Mr. Robb eruved

cxtracts for the Kirk Session, which were o dered
to be granted.

‘The Sesion Reconl: of the eongrogations at
Saltileet, Caledonia, Welhngton Square, Gueph
and Humilton, were examined and reported on—
The records of the other congregations wete np.
pomted to be brought fuward at the rext mecting
of Presby aery.

An interim Report of thie [ome Mission Come
mittee of the Preshytery Waving been read, it wes
moved aud agreed to,—that the Prerbytery havirg
heatd the same, ajprove of the ¢ ience of the
Comzmttee, and of the zeal and fasthinlness of tho
Mis-ionaries under their charge 3 lnment the cone
tinued destitution w.tlun ther hounda, wid the de-
ficieney of the funds at the dieposal o1 the Presby.
tery, for the payment of the salunes of the Missions
arics employed.  And further, thut the Presbytery
humubly overture the Synod, ot ats first meetusg, in
‘L'oronto, to adopt efficient meuns for precurmg the
appoiniment of a Super ntendent of Missions w thin
the bounds of the Chuich, wio would devote lus
whole time and encrgies to the prosecutton of (ho
grreot objects entrusted to his care.  Mr. Ilolb and
Mr Stark, were appointed to support the overture
in the Synod.

“Mr. Stark, as Couvener of the Home Mission
Conunittee of the Presbyte §, -wus instructed to
draw up, get printed, and circulate 2 stutement of
the Mission Fund—of the Lubdwies of the Presby-
tery—tha greatness of the work to be accomphshed
by our Home JMiss.ons—and coisequent necessity,
on the part of congregations and uussicn stations,
of making increased exertions to contnbute to the
fund. ’

Dr. Ferrier moved that the Rev W, Bethune,
Missionury, be requested to draw up for the Peese
bytery an uccount of the Indwns settied in and
around Walpole,

A petition from Stratford, praying the Presby-
tery to apply to the Synod for the-suspehsion, in
favor of Mr: J. C. Quu, of the act rozarding calls
to ministers and probutioners from other ¢ wirches,
in order that u call may be moderated in to hun.
from the congregation ut the above pluce.

An application from the congreration at Syden-
ham and Sangeen—Owen’s Sound settlement—to
be recognised as a stpwate congregation, was
agreed to. A document was mven m along with
it, signed by 221 persons, mostly heads of famihics,
shewing thut they were prepared to mve a call to
a minister ; and another, «x:ubiting sutscaptions to
the amount of £130 for his suppo:t so toon as cir-
stances will permit of their callinz one. The Home
Mission Comnittee was enj:incd, sa fur as possible,
to provide supply for the important and rap diy in.
creasing settlements of the Owen's Sound districts.

A document purporting to b2 a call {rom the
congregation of Williams, was givenm § butowing
to the persons to whom the cult was gven not being
as vet in a pesition to reccive a call, the Presbytery
cculd take no action s the matter.

An zpplication to have the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper dispensed at Blenhenn or Blandford,
was taken up and agreed to, and Mr. Lindsay ap-
pointed to this duty; at the same tune various
matters in reference to these stulions were cots
sidered, especially involving their daties to Mr.
Caimeross, und as to the continuance of his labors
among theni. ‘

A mest interesting repot was rcad by Mr
Smiellie, Convener of the Widows' ani Orphans’
Fund scheme, and it was retereed to Messts Rebb,
Stark, Sirellie und Vishtr, to obiam the opiiion of
one or more experienced MActuanies upon the
scheme propoecd, and report to neat mecting.

‘The Sustentation scheme was next taken up,
and after long discussion it was areed to appoint
Mesers. Rebb, Bayne, Cheyne and bisker, a Com-
mittce to prepare an overture upon the subject to
the Synod, to be submiitted to the next orcizary
mecting of Presbytery.  And fnorcover, ut the sugz-
gestion of the Sccretury of the Boand, the Presby-
tery instruct mimeters, whese congregations are
upon the fund, to sce thut the ‘lreasurers’ have
thcit returns for the first guarter piven in to the
Treasurer of the Board before the 15th June. .

Tutimation was given that an application would
be made to the Syned for the ivision of the T'res-
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bytery of [Tuni'tw ; ond the Clerk was instructed | have asun been prvileged ot tlus station to ade

to intorm the western brethten of this, that they
may cive thor attendaner ut next meetny of
Presbytare, wheq this matter wall be tuken ino
consleraton,

Tue nex: Meeting was then appointed to be held
at H.m ta, on Tuoesday, the 20th June, at 9
o'chick, 2.+ . whoen a full attendance of members
i 1nost desirable. )

M. Y. Srarr, Presbytcry Clerk.

Syvon's Tlame M'ssion Fund, and Fuond of the
Peesbet vy of Humillon, from 12th January, to

10th M -y, 1834, as per Treasurer’s Account,

retdesed =0 that date.
1838,
Jun. 19. Donation from Séotland .......£3

15
Feb. 4. Cash from Tuckersmith... ... 0

15

0
0
., ¢ s Duuville,.. ..o, 21313 5
‘40, 4w Guelph L. o176
# 13 4 «w London, 13 Feb...:10 0 0
¢ 10, s« Do Sab Schoolge. 211 3
Mar. 2 ¢« Sajflect L Binbzcok 1 11 4
Q2 4w Thorod ..ee ....s 017 6
“ 3.« o« Aldboro, Oxford,
and Dunwich ... 10 6 9
“ G ¢ « Norval Charch.... 018 7
“« 6. ¢ o Union do. .....2 3 3
“ 6. ¢ « Boston do. ....2 2 6
“ 15 ¢« ¢ Padinch . .00 3 T 6
“ 18 ¢« « Naorth Easthope.... 019 3
@ 2, o« o« Caledonia ...oeeo. 114 0
0 22, ¢« « Flambore' West... 212 7
“ 26, ¢« Woolwich ......1 6 0
Aprl 7.« .Howard, Dorclics-
ter, and Aldboro' € 8 10
o 17, o« padics' As'n, Galt,10 0 0
¢ 6. ¢ o Niagara ...veeeee 3 0 0
May 3. ¢  « Williams .. L1010 0
), «  a Woodstock .. .25 0 0
9, ¢« Sydenham .5 00
o0 @« Arthura...veee. 0 4 0
10, ¢« Ladies' As'n, Ayr, 810 O
¢ 10. ¢« ¢ AyrCongregation. 1 6 3
Total  ..ivevereierncerennen €117 0 10

M. Y. Stark, Presbytery Clerk.

CONVERSION OF THE JEWS.

From the Home and Ft;e-ign Missionary Record
of the Fiee Church of Scotland.

JASSY.

. Another of the seed of Jacob has been drawn
ints the ioid of Jesus, and the hearts and the hands
of the b.cthren have been thereby strengthencd
and encouraged.  The reflections with which Mr.
Wingute accompanies his natration are of a very
clevating kind.  Oh, that we cowld see the un.
fpeakable value of a single sonl, so as suitably to
bless th.c Luid, when he puts forth his hand in
convertiug power! ’
LITTER —REV, W, WINGATE TO THE CONVENER.

Jansy, Marck 2, 1818,

My Deaz Baoriter,—The magnitude of the
Power pat forth In the spiritual deliverance of even
a single soul from the iron grasp of Satan, the
slavery of a smful and corrupt nature, and the
panc:ples of a world at #nmity to God, will only be
cdisrerned liy the spintual eye of the enlightencd
baliever m Christ. ~ Such victories achieved in the
hingdom of God are litse regarded by the mojority
of munkind. We know, however, that every such
soul has been from etermity given to the Redecmer,
*10 bo for 2 sizn and a wonder in Isracl;™ that it
is by the repetit.on of sach victories over the king-
dom of darkness, that the Church militant isa sub-
Jeet of deepest interest to the angelic hosts, and the
Chusch trumphant.  Ifn the passage of a single
€aul from the state of nature to the state of grace,
through the washing of regeneration, sanctification
of the Holy Spirit, and belicf of the truth usit isin
Jesus, holy angels rejoice.in glory; how much more
#hould we on’ carth give thanks to the God and
Father of our Lord and' Saviour Jesus Chriat, from

whom flctr all grace, blessedness, and glory ! We

minister baptisin to anather of the house of Tsracl,

of whom we can say, * The Lord hae quickened |

i, and impatted to him that prace by winch
alone we receive the 3ord Jesus into our hearts by

luth —that futh which, workmyr by love, over- !
Isiae, who as neatty tuneteen
‘ *« Hosu-Koxa, December 29, 1347,

comes the world.
years of age, fint cavte 1 contact with the mesion
by attending the schicel. “Lins occurred upwards
of a ycar uge, after four months” instruction, dunng
which time he first heard of Christ, and received
scveral tracts.  Soon after he made his cscape to
Galutz, & distance of about 130 m:lvs, on foot, hav.
ing been beaten by Ine relatives on uccount of lus
convictons of the truth, At Galatz he was kindly
received by Mr. Pinlip, who laboured most dilie
gently for ubout five months i nstructing him m
the truths of the cvetlastmy gospel. s heart
seemed tnore and more affected 5 and when, in passe
g througly Galatz, 1 reeommmended lus bapusm to
be delayed tll the work should be more decided,
he wept litterly. Tt was dunng the penod of this
delay, that lus relations waylad humn with Cossachs.,
und carried him off' to Jassy, as mentioned i Just
letter.  These persecutions, wstead of weankening,

confirmed his resolution +* to cleave to the Lond” |

Soon after his return, he visited us secretly, for fear
of the Jews,  One day, ov leaving church, hie said,
s 1 will confess Chnst to all around me, whatever
bo the result.*  H:s mother. during hus ubsence in
Galatz, had been secretly readmg the New ‘Lesta-
ment.  He asked her one day what she knew of
the birth of Christ? She denicd kuowing any
thing, and burned the New Testament—the only
one in the house. Isaue, however, found out a
Jewish lawyer, who had one. and beught it from
hin.  Abcut six weeks ago heanforined us that s

clatives threatened to carry himy offl and send lum
among the ‘I'utks on the other gide the Danube.
‘T'o their threats, he calmly feplied, ¢ 1 can behieve
in Churist on the other side the Danube.”  Under a
great vatiety of persecutions, and almost constant
fear of his lifc, this youny disciple hus persevered in
attending religious instruction. and the preaching
of the Ward in public : we therefore, having marked
the finger of God i this testunony, examined hun
with a view to his reception into the Christian
Chureh, and were satisfied.  The fear of sinning,
the love of Chr.st, willinauess to forsake all forJesus,
removal of the fear of tnan from’his mind, peace of
conscience, readmes# for death, and hope of heaven,
secmed cleasly brouzht out as distinguishing fea.
tures of his spirituzl expetience.  His relatives did
not know of his baptism till the forenocon of the
Lord’s.day. We were cbhiged, on leaving church,
to give him protection and shelter in our house, and
several of his connexions have been daily with him.
He is a nephew of one of the most wealthy Jews
here—very supanstitiove aud very inimical to the
mission. The relatives besought him to leave im-
mediately, 13 he was disgracing so many conuex-
ions. Ilis mother has written to him with carnest
materaal entreaties 3 but he has stood hitherto firm,
and speaks of Christ to all who come.  Yesterday
he attended worship.  Dusing aervice his relatives
apprared with two Cossacks, in order to carry him
off, but did not dare to enter during worship.  Im-
mediately after worship we.conveyed him by a
different door to the street, and drove off in a car.
riage to his old quarters, to the great dismay of the
Jews, who assetnbled in numbers in the street, and
threatened violence to old Mr. Bierman and Mr.
Weiss. The excitement is still great, and we know
not the issue, but com:mit our cause to Him who
judgeth righteously. Scveml other matters of
much intercst have oceurred, but we have no time
to note them by this post.  May the Lotd's people
continue in prayer, that Ife will arise and plead his
own cause, and give grace to his servants earnestly
to contend for the faith !-—Yours, &c.

. Lext~To call the obscrvance of forty days, by
fasting some part of cvery- day, or by abstaining
only from some soris of food, an imitation of
Christ’s fating—which was for forty days and
nights entire without refreshment—is but to ape
one of his miracles without any support from reason

or Scripture.

i CHINA—REY, W. C. BURNS.

We have much pleasure m loying before out

j readere the following letter fiom the Rev. W. C.

i Buens to one of the treacurers of the Foreign Mis-
sion Scheme, recuned by the last Cluna mail :—

4 My dear Sur.—AMlthough I have not much as
! yet to commun.cate regarding the progress of the
’ wotk which has brought me here, I have much
! pleusure in sending you a few hines in reply to your
* letter which et ine on iy atnval. am now
comnfortubly and quietly settled, and goon as rapidly
L us £ can with the Chinesy, someumea cencouraged
by my progress, and sometitiies inchned to doubt
whether § shull be ¢ver able to preach the Gospel
fully and mtelhnbly i this tongue.  As yet 1 have.
done almest nothmg among the Chunese, with the
excepuon of uving u lesvon vccusionally in Fanglish
{10 one or two Clunese servants, amd during the
| past week also. of visting, sometimes alone, and at
: other tunes ulong with a Chinese Chnstun and
- preacher, three poor men who are now under acn-
; tence of death.  When ulone, I have been uble to
say a few things to them regarding the tocks
i which 1 have mude them read with me, and even
on somne occasions [ have attcmpted to join witl
them m prayer. 1tk I wasinteligible tothem,
! (they sud, poor men, Ju tak, ¢ I understand,”)
{ but, as you may suppose, my power in expressing
y myzelf is yet very hnnted, and I fear 1 could not
j bo understood 1 ventunng beyond a few of the
| commonest expreszions. I have full hberty to visit
! crinunials in the prison, of whum, alas ! at present
there nre many, and I think that this is a field in
which 1 may at once pick up the lan;mage, asit is.
commonly spokets, and also be of some use, by the
Divine Llessing, among the prisoners.. .
“ When 1 wrote by last mail 16 Me. Hamilton,
I was preaching regulatly once a-day in Union-
Chapel, counccted with the London Socicty's Mis.
! sion, and expected to have done so for some time
to come. It uppcared, however, to those con.
{ nected with the chapel, that in the view of con-
solidaung their own congregation, it was iniportant
that the Presbytenan party should lose ne tune in
takig up-that poeition winch they had contemn.
plated, m secking a mnuster from Scstiand ; and in
consequence of thus, at a meeting of a few of our
fracnds here, 1t was resolved that a place of worship
should be opencd in connexion with the Presbyterinn
Church, aud thatin the meantime 1 should conduct
the services. I agreed to thig, but ouly 5o far as
the preaching of the Word was coucernel, and a0
long ns iny views of duty in refercnce to the Chi-
, nese ficld ehould admit of 7ty remaining here. Ia
; conszquence of this, we met on Sabbuth lust in &
! Bungalow, immediately bebind the Club House,
i and, as you kuorw, in the very centre of thie town.
Tutimatio: had mot been generally made, a8 it was
uncertain whether the place would be so s0on ready,
und our numbers were not great ; but u beginning
has been made, and shouid it please the U of
grace to anile on this undestaking, it may vet lead
to results greater than any of us anticipate, ‘both
among our ewn countrymen sud awmong the
natives.
¢ This is, I believe, ncarly the sum of what 1
have to communicate at present ; and as I shail not
enter on the subjeet of the late melancholy event
at Canton, I must excusc myself, es but a.
letter writer, in cowming to a cicse. 1 dowre to be
remembesed to-all our friends around you; en
desiting  #4ll more a contiuued interest in the
prayers of Gad'’s people, that my faith may not fail
amd the duficuitics of this honourable but arducus
Miasion, 41 am, ’
« Ever yous troly,
(Signed)

“ Wx. C. Borxg”

Men compare themselves with men; and readily
with the worst, and flatter themaclves with that
comparative betterness: this is not the way to'see
our spots, to look into the muddy stresms of.pre-
fane men's lives ; but look inta the- clear fountsin
of the Word, and there we may both discern and
wash them 3 and consider the infinite . holiness’ of
God, xnd this will humble u to daat.> =% &7

RSP
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LETTER FROM TUE EDITOR
TO JOUN BURNS, X6Q., KTAEETSVILLE, PUDLISHER OF
THE RRCOKD,

Darvovsiz Fure Cuvrcir Maxer,
16th May, 1848.

My Dzan Mr. Bunxs,—Inatead of an Editorial,
I might easily, with a Jittlc nore leisure, send you
notes of & tour.  And, certainly, if a dexcription of
the tour T have taken for the lnst fortnight wero not
“interesting, the fuult would be that of the writer
alove. 1 think, at lcast, that many of onr readers
would readily take an interest in some notices of
the edngtegutioni which I have wvisited, and the
scenery . through which I have passed. But 1
must at present be very brief, as the duy—which
-has been & somewhat luborious onc from travelling,

-and addressing a meeting_here—is drawing 1o its
close, and [ must bo off again in the moruing.

1 am happy to note that in all places which 1
have visited, the warmest intercst is expressed in
bebhalf of the College ; and I am not withiout hope,
that fruit will redound from these visits, in our have
ing mor. prayers offered for the College, and mors
liberality manifisted towards it by the peoplo; yea,
I am not altogether without hope of our obtaining
aleo aa increase of devoted Students for the Minis-

try. In eeveral of the congregations which I have |.

visited, collections had been snade for the College
after sermons, by the Ministers themselves: this
bad been the case in Picton, Yerth and Dalhousie,
but in thees places, the peopls have readily con.
sented to make a special subscription for it in ad.
dition.

In regard to some of the aspects of Religion, I
may meation that I have been peculiarly struck
with the attention paid in all the congregations, in
- these parts to the children in Sabbath Schools, and
the young in Bible classes. Iu these, I trust we
may see a preparstion in progress for a large in.
creass ‘0 our churches, and a great improvement
of the tone of piety in them. For, if the Holy Spirit
be poured out in any measure upon us—for which
wo should strive r:1! pray more—then, certainly,
shall many of those who have their minds eeasoned
with the word be brought under his influence.
all revivals it has been fond that most of those

who have been Scripturally trained, have been
lnwght under the power ol the Spirit's influence.

1 have recently visited several places where the
comgregations have been long without o Pastor.—
Theére, the good people are J ud in lamentation for
their spiritual privation. Ye: I have thought that
these congregutions afford fine illustrations of the
Scripturalness and solf-sustaining power of. our
Preshyterian polity; for though they want the
Elder who presides and teaches, they have the
Elders who rule, and can, 13 some extent, supple-
mant the services of the former.  Hence their pub-
lic Sebbath services in some places, in the absence
ofa Mry or Cutéchist—their Bible classes—
Bakbath Schools, and -weekly Prayer Mectings.
MM.ﬁmmmnmof&-.thonghn is
10t the only oue which I have seen. This-has
saggesiod 15 10 a thought which, indeed, 1 have
cﬁlww that to bring out distinctly

Sagphn!u- of the office of the Ruling Elder,

‘Yo' apirtisal functions must be mere faithfally die-

W&umtmmmlheym

In

In these parts, asin Kingston und ‘Toronto, there
are indicotions of the great exertions which Popery
is muking to oceupy the land. In Pecth a lurge
stone Church is in progress of crection. 1 have
lieretofore loohed on the huge crections i some of
these pluces (that in Kingston is void of all aschi-
tectural grace or symumetry) as batteries intended
to be opened upon oursclves.  But 1 have lately
found relief in the thought that they may yet, ere
they crumble into ruin, bo tunted against those
who are ntow erecling themn.  We know that the
massive ccclesiastical buildings of Europe have
seen many chunges.  The parish church in which
I was myself baptized, had been crected in the
days of prelacy, while its pulpit, more ancicat still,
had been brought out of a chapel that had been
originully popish.

What had been the parish church of Louis XIV,
in Paris, was in 1802 a Reformed church. In
that year good Dr. Waugh, of London, visited
France in behalf of the London Missionary Society,
and preached in thie church. In mentioning this
circumstance, at the time, to a friend, the good
mnnn jocularly remarked, ¢ what would the grand
monarque have said, had he come in-and seen a
huge Scots scceder in his pulpit, and heard him
praying for le premier z2=sul, once a poor despised
Corsican, but now on the throne of the Bourbons.”

But even our temporary frame Churches, in
Canada, have seen strange- changes in the occu-
pants of their pulpits.  In my travels I lately saw
one, not yet a ruin, in which a Minister, preaching

for the stated pastor, denounced the edifice of the

cstablislied Church of Scotland, in the same town,
as a temple of Baal, and the Minister of the same,
if not all Ministers of the same Church, as paper
thumpere,

This Reverend gentleman has sinee preached in
the same church, as & Minister of the Church of
Scotland in Cauada, and if he do not thump his
sermons out of papers, he may be seen, as he de-
livers them, turuing over his quarto leaves quite
fearlesely and unscrupulously. More wonderful
things have happened than that Preshyterian Minis-
ters, some fifty ycars hence, should be preaching
in the buildings now being erected for the mass in
many of our large towns, and be occasionally ex-
changing pulpits with the Minsters of St. George's,
of Kingston, or St. James', Toronto.

On these journeys I havo been greatly struck
with the beauty of much of the scenery through
which I have passed: Except in thesiugle matter
of “heath-covered mountains,” the Laks ¢f the
Thousand Islands as much surpasses Loch-Lomond,
as does the St. Lawrence, the Levea. The Bay
of Quinte, 28 seen from the Lake of the Mountain,
may be compared favourably with such scenery as
the Kyles of Bute; and there is within . hundred
yards of the comfomble dwelling of the Minister
of Dalhousie, a lake mmuned and « nnkuown to
song,” orsiory, which may compare cettqnly with
Buttermere, if not Windenuere, or Loch Katrige.
It is rather unfortunate that the beautiful river
which fows through it, should be cajled the Mis-
sissippi. A tiver that is cven Jarger than the
Grand river at Galt, would be very mpocuble
with any other name.

I have boon very much iuterested ia this journey, |
eepccinlly to-day, with the geological fcaturce of i
1

.in water of a high degreo of temperature.

the conutry.  Here wo have ull around the unstra.
tified primitive geanite.  In looliing ot the ba'd
rounded knolls of 1 which ure scenin the streets of
Perth, one is inchue. to suppose thut at the tme
that it was ejected from the subterruncan moftn
ubyss, the cruptive power that heaved it up must
hiave been feeble, or that the axis of our globe mty
have been difterent from what it now is, othétwise
there snight have been a Ben Nevis or Moust
Blane between the St. Lawrence and the Ottawe.

In coming down from tho banks of the Credit,
weare passing siiccessively over older &trata until
we como down to the primitive rocks at Gunano.
que. You know that gcologists consider these
many stratu of shale and limestono as having
been the gradual and slow deposits of inany cycles
of ages, vast as are the distances in space which
astronomy discloses.  How solema and sublime
the thought, then, that in pasing over some 200
cniles in the direction of the older strata, wo are
pasing over the monuments of tho creative energy
of Omnipotence, throughout. countless millions of
years.

In the Kingston limestone there is little appear-
ance of the remains of animal life, and still lcss in
the flinty-like_sandstone .which is lying on the
granite at Gananoque, and the neighbourhood of
Perth—that sandstone had probably been hardencd
But I
am afraid, my der.s .ir, these conjectures and re-
marks may only shew how little 1 know of this
science, in which I yet take some interest. The
Bible is, it is true, silent about it, but s0 it isin re-
gard to utronom). It tells us nothmg of those re-
mote regions of space, where, according to the
astronomer, there are suns whose light, travelling
at the rate of some 200,000 miles per second,
would require two millions of years (o reach our
earth, And neither does it tell us anything of
those cycles of past time, which the geologist as-
sures us have passed over our globe: cycles so
great, that the 6000 years that have weil nigh
clapred since Adam was formed, arc but as a
moment to them! But the Bible docs tell us that
Jehovah fills immensity and inhabits cternity. It

~does occasionally allude to the slow process by

which our earth was jormed as it now is; as when
the psalmist says, * Before the mountains were
brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed or given
birth to the earth and the world, eyen from ever-
lasting to everlasting thou art God.” And then it
shews that while the world, as now arranged, was
the work of a few days, its present arangement
was preceded by a state of darkness and confusion,
beyond which it discloses nothing but the sublime
fact, that the world was not eternul—that it had a
beginning. The intelligent geologist will confess a
proof of inspiration in these fow words, « In the
beginning God created the heaven and, the earth,
and the earth: was or became without form and
vaid" '

I fear, my dear Sir, that thess hasty remarks

may tempt you .to exclude some moré valuable
matter from our columns.

1 am, my dear Sir,
Youre, with Christion regard,
Y T w.R

-



e

THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

119

——n

WILL THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (just stated, we anticipate good from them, in:\s-l

OF CANADA TAKE A GOVERNMLENT
ALLOWANCE?

I our paper for March, in a short articlo ou the
Cessus, we exprossed our conviction that the
Ministers of the Presbyterian Church of Canadu
would neither ask nor receive Gocvernment alloto-
ances: and in the paper for the following month,
the same scutiment was reiterated in an article
wrilten, in the absence of the editor, by a brother,
who, we believe, is well qualified to interpret the
sentiments of the Ministers of our Church in any
such matters.

In making the assertion referred to, we had
in view the well-known sentiments of brethren
around ws—the fact thut the Preshytery of T'o-
ronto approved of the conduct of the Rev. Mr. Me-
Millan, of Caledon, in resiguing the allowance
which had been continued to hin, because of his
having been originally a Minister of the United
Synod-—and especially the procedure of our Synod
after the disruption. At the meeting in October,

1844, the Synod sent u communication to the

Governor General, informing his Excellency of
their having withdrawn from all connexion with
the Eetablished Church of Scotland, and that, not
€rom any chauge of the principles or constitution of
the Synod, but out of & regard to consistency with
theee ; and inquiring at the same time whether or
aot the allowancces before enjoyed would be con.
tinued.

‘The reply was, that according to the advice of
the Law officers of the Crown, the allowunces
could not be continwed, and tkis reply was received
and submitted ¢o without remonstrance ; although,
after a similar reply to those Ministers who had
received allowances—not as connected with the
Church of Scotland, but as haviug been farmerly
of the United Synod—the allowances were ulti-
mately continued. _

From these considerations, and the Editor's own
conviction that the grants and eudowments of Go-
vernments for religion, as now ade, are, to a
great extent, bounties o a vitiated christianity, or
anti-christiar error,® he thought himself well justic
fied in sayiag that the Ministers of the Presby.
Lerian Church of Canade would neither ask nor
receive Government allowances; but he has now
to acknowledge, with sorrow, that some of his
brethren at a distance from Torouto, do not take
the same view of duty in thismatter.. One brother,
in the Presbytery of Brockville, is said to have
asked and received the Government allowance!
.Another brother, in the Presbytery of Kingston,
who has himself the allowance as having beea
formerly of the United Synod, has intimated his
intention of moving the Presbytery, at its next
Meeting, to overture the Synud to apply for an
allowance for all, or, at least, to cousider the pro-
priety ofﬂdag se. And thus, it appears, that some
<f the Ministers of our Synod have not the aver.
sion to a Government allowance which we were
foudly and sincerely attributing.to them. V

But much as we are puined at the.facts we have

‘® In the qualification contained in the above
statement, the writer has reference ta tho orthodox
.Presbyterian Church of Ireland, and ovangelical
;Ministers in all- Protestant established Churches ;
-and.afler making s 'liberal allowauce for these,
- what can endowments now be said to-be doing for
the cause of pure christianity in the world ? ‘

much an the Synod will be called upon to be more
precise 1n her testumony on the sulject of cndow.
ments.  And who cau doubt that from the view.

of the Synod will be, that her Mumsters must have
unthng to do with them.

Ve would not have it thought that we believo
thut the State is under no obligntions to ionour and
uphold the kingdom of the Redeeraer ! but we o
believe finit of all, that in theso tines, at feast, any
excluwive endowment of a true church, without
giving great offence to many of the real fnends of
the Saviour, aud proving a stumbling-block to
many of his cnemies, 18- snply nupossible.  And
then, secondly, that by the law of Chnat himself,
the support of the Ministry prnimarily helongs not
to civil rulens, but to the members of the church,

Were it so that the Preshytenuan Church of
Caunda, after her receut expenence of the Lord's
goodness, were to go Vack to tuke a Government
allowance in the compauny of the present recipients
of it, then would her glory be wmdeed departed.
We do greatly doubt whether her Musters would
cohere together, W would dread a disruption
amougst them as a result ; and we do certainly
believe that any decided movement towards it, on
the part of the Synod, would operate on many of
our now attached and godly people Iiks the watch-
word amougst Relioboun's subjects—"To voun
Teats, O Iskacr!

D ——— . enmememe

WRONGS OF THE NATIVES AND HALY-
CASTE INDIANS IN ‘THE NORTH WEST.

Moest of us in Cunads know as little of the vast
regious of British Americy, that stretch to the
uorth and north-west of ud, across 80 degrees of
longitude, and from the 50th parailel of lutitude
to the North Pole, a8 wo do of the newly-discovered
regions of the South Pole.  And yet there are sct-
tlers aud aborigines in those regious, who are in a
scuse our ncighbours, as they aro our fellow-sub.
jects. Ourattention has just been called to the
condution of the Natives aud half-caste Indians in
those regious tlxidugh a pamphlet, cntitled © A
Few Woaps ox Tue Hupsox's Bay Coxrany,”
priuted.in Londen.

‘Thia has been put into our hands by an estcemed
chrmtian fricud, an oflice-bearer of the Presbyteriah
Church of Canada, who has witnessed and be-
wailed the wrongs doue to the Natives and half-
caste Indiaus, which the pamphlet exposes. ‘T'he
fust of power and riches has, in all. ages, led the
strong to enslave and oppress the weak ; but God
has soouer or later raised up advocates to plead for
them, or heroes to avengo them.

We trust that the voice which is now—almost
for the first ime—raiséd in England, (rom the
snowy regions of tho Esquimaux, telling of their
wrongs, will yet lodge in the heart of some Wilber-
force, and gain such an advocacy as may be
effectual for arrcsting the -extermiuating process
which is, alas! now in progress.

Tho pamphlet befors us contains a short account
of the Hudsan’s Bay Company—a Memorial to
the Sccretary of State for the Colonies, from
Delogatos from the Natives of Rupert's Laad, in

North- America, and other documents.

We hiad intended to have given an abstract of
the pamphlet, but as we find this dune o on- hwls
in a number of the London Mornmyg Hera'l, we
shall content ourselves wah the extract, preniising

1pount from which we can now behold both the wotk- | that our notcimg the subject is not in connexion
fimgs of government grants o churches; and the | with trade, us is the case with the Morning Herald,
fdeaign of Statesmen i bestowmngg these, the decis.on but the iuterests of humanity sad religion.  Wo

recollect that, in an carly perind of the history of
tho Preabyterian Church of Canada in connexion
with the Church of Scotland, nn estectned brother,
now of Kuox's College, moved tho Syned to con-
sider the subject of Missions to the Nutives of the
North-West ; and the matter, if we recollect chit,
wus referred to a Comnnitiee, who, according te
not unfrequent usage, buried it.

Query—Is not the Preshyterian Church of Can.
ada now tn better condition to undertake a Mistion
to -the Aberigines—at leust, to pouder in good
earnest the expedicncy of such a Mission?

But for the extract from the Morning Herald 2

o A pamphlet enttled ¢ A Few Woros oN Tuz
Huwson's Bay Coseasy,” has recently been pub.
lished, and which places in u very powerful hyht
the ubuses and legal usages of the Hudsun's Bay
Company. [t appears that tho company was con.
stituted i 1670, under a charter ot Caarles 11,
which gave them the powers of a nercantile vove-
reigaty, and supreme jurisdiction over all that part
of Amenica known as Rupert’s Land.  Thw char-

ter was never coafirmed by the Parliament, and

couscquently wus not coustituvonul, -or, ut all
events, failed to secuze to the company the privie
leges intended by the charter.  In 1699 the come
pany was oblged to petiton Parlament to contiem
their charter, and, after consulerable opposition,
this wus obtined for seven yeans only. It has hot
beensinge renewed.  “I'he cumpuny since that time
s been acting, without the neeessary quulitien-
tion, thy purt of @ despotic power, and has carg-
fully guzrded against uny possibility of the actual
state of the case becoming known. ‘Fhe tyranny
of the company has ut lust roused the sprnits of some
gentlemen connected with the setilement, and from
the inquirivs set on foot by them, the curious cir-
cumstance of -the confitmution of the charter for
seven years only by Parlimment; in place of u per-
petual one, has been discovered. ‘I'he existence ef
a company claiming such extensive privileges, and
excrcising sovercign power for such a fength of
time, withuut any legul competency, nay, without
the diadow of a nuht—unless the heenico rencwed
by the Crown in 1342, and which muy Le revoked
at any time, to trado exclusively over those pars
of the Indian country us were not included i tho
original charter, can be construcd into such a powers
for doiny so—1s & circumstunee which 1s of a per-
fectly unique character, aud reflects hutte creditun
the sagacity of our forefathers fur penmitting auch
ubuses. ‘I'his oversight of our ancestors, however,
will not be without a beuefit to the prereat and
succeeding gencrations ; for by it they have left 2
field in which much cupital may be advantagconsly
invested, and that at a profit which, if by.a fur
competition it be rendered less than that reccived
by the parties who at,prascut monopoliso the trade,
will still amply repay the enterprsc ancd skill which
should prompt aud carry it out.

But it is uot meerely from the bare fact of the
benefit which will arise to trade that this matter
demands consideration, but on far hizher gronnds.
1t ia shown, on evidonee which is scarcely dubita-
ble, that the Indian race.is gradually becoming ex-
tinct. Jn conseq of the enc ts made
on their hunting grounds, they are not ablo to-
obtair a sufficiency of feod, and from the perils and
arduous nature of the-calling which they have been
neocmitated to adopt, sud by famine, immenso
numbers die off yoarly. ‘The company, apparently,
have carefully prevented the cnlightenment and
civilisation of these people by the exclusion of mis-
sionaries and the disesuragement of everything liko
education, thinking, probably, that the eaomous
pricea received by them in exchange for the miser-
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nble commothties furnshed would undergro & great
d nunut on, and that the Tndians, who ure virtuaily
14 a staic uf sfavery, nught, as they gamed a
havwleugo of ther nghts, clunn that treedom
whiti i the malicnsble attnbuto of cvery human
boing. .

The natural praductions of the country ate furs,
silver, copper, lcad, tallow, hides, wool, wood, conn,
&e., all articles of pnmense utnty, and the encou-
ragement of the cxpoit of which, hw the preserva.
tion of the native population, and their instruction
in the una of ewvilised hie, would lead to the con.
gnpuan of o quantiny of our manufactures. It s
tinie Lol the Huadson's Buy Company have scantily
Mgl aovery fow of the barest necessanes of hfe
nt rater which only st cxtortionate ard unfeels
iwr nvance conld sanction and of which we ap-
sk s o tubular form, n few ot the nuun articles
Wanen i7o absulutely reguired by the Inchans.’

Tue table which follows ia very minute, des.
cribing the cost of various articles to the Company,
und the prce m skins of vanous kinds charged to
the poor Indhune

The following are a few specimens :—

1 Gun, prinse coxt 223, 0d., iu sold for 20 beaver
skins, valued nt £32 10x

6 Clay tolmeco pupes, cost 1., aro sold for 1 bea-
ver sk, valued ut £1 12 6.

1 Pint run, (watered) cost 1d., 18 s0ld for the samne
price 111!

Alag, poor Indians ! Who should not pray—
hasten, Lord, the reign of thy deur Son, for * he
shall judge the poor of the peoplo—~he shull save
the cluldeen of the needy, und shall breuk in pieces
the oppressor!”

B —— et

SYNOD.

The approaching Meeting .of Syned is to bo
held, a8 our readers will have noticed in our adver-
tisement, as well as in the printed Minutes of last
Synod, in ‘Toronto, on Wednesday, the 21st day
of June.  Much important business will come before
tne assembled office-bearers of the Chusch. As
.he tite of many who attend our Chutch Courts is
very limited, 1t 18 of importance that arrangeinents
be made in such way that the largest amount of
business muy be despatched i the shortest time—
not with huste und precipitation, but-without un-
necessary delay.

‘The writer, an humble layman, might not pre-
sume to offer counsel of his own to the Reverend
fathers zud brethren who will compose the Synod,
but hopes that the following hinte and suggcations,
apjropriate to the occasion, will be well roceived
by ull whom they concern. They are culled, in
part, from the April number of the ¢ Euglish
Presbyterian Messenger

Itis of importance that members be in attendance
at the opening. That, as far as practicable, ar-
rangements be made for the accommodation of
those who come frum a distance. Thut the order
of business be carefully prepared. That in ap-
pointing Committecs care be had to apportion the
work and divide the labour, having on cach, as far
as practicable, different men ; retaining the services
of those who have been useful, as well as drawing
out theso who are inexperienced, but likely to-be-
como useful to the Church. The work and powers

. of Commiittees to be distinetly defined. As much
time 28 possible left for devotional exercises, com-
thiltees, and’ conference. That there be less
speaking, and more deliberation and action. ‘The
“lees time there is for. public business, the more wark

‘b méiny;oub:w‘h <It would be well that an
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alstroct of the Minutes be printed and eirculated
‘tnmediutely ufter the rising of Synod. 1€ published
in praper time, a suflicient number could be sold, at
a small pnce, to defray the expences. The Minutes
of last Synod had lost tuch of their intercet be-
fore our people reccived them.

It ia highly desirable that ruling Elders be punc-
tual in attending Church Courts.  There is some.
thing instructive in the history of the Church of
Scotland, in tegard to the Eldership, and the man.
ner in which the fmportant dutics of thot oftice
were performed. Tho decline i the Eldestup
seems to have peogressed with equal pace with the
dectinn of vital religion.  In some parishes, where
moderatism reigned trinmphani, there wero no
clders.  In others, men were appointed on acconnt
of their political influence, without regard to their
qunlifications i a more important point of view.
Thus the Eldership fell in many cases itto desuetude
or disrepute.  Although we read of Church Courts
in which no ruling Elilcrs sat for a period of eight
years, yet, wo find, “that o essentinl 2 part was
the Eldership of the Presbyterian Church account-
cd, and so deeply was it engreined in the affections
of the Scottish people, that, though inconsislem
with the genius of Episcopacy, persecuting prelutes
were not able to destroy it.  The moment that the
presaure of persccution was removed, and religion
revived, thut moment did the Eldership regain ita
charncter, numbers and strength?” The remark
holde good in regard to other Churches, as
well as that of Scotland. An eminent writer,
speaking of the Continental Churches, says,—

S#With tho decline of religion on the Contineat,

the. EMership in the Presbyterian Church de-
clined, till, in somo cases, it scems to have been

.alincet obliterated.  With the revival of evangelical

religion, the office is reviving”?  We need not go

to Scotland or Continental Enrope for illustration.
Let us mark the state of things in our owa Church,
Are not those congregations in the most promising
state, in which the pastor is supported by a good
staff of Elders? Believing that t:-re is Seripture
warrant for our Church Courts, and that ruling
Elders may sit and vote in them, it is right that
they avail themselves of the privilege ; and that
each scssion send a Ruling Elder to the different
courts. It would be a very trifling tax upon a
congregation to collect a sufficient sum for defray-
ing the expences necee--rily incurred by their
office-bearers in attending Presbyteries and Synods.

In the April number of the Record, reference is
made to aome of the leading matters that will en-
gage the Synod, viz,—Union with the United
Presbyterian Church—The Homo Mission—The

College, and the support of the Ministry. In re-

ference to the last, it has now become necessary
to take some decisive action. The Sustentation
scheme of the Synod must be abandonedialtoge-
ther, unless it can be put upon some footing that
will cause it to be gencrally adopted by the eburch.
Experience shows that something of the kind is
required fora Church dependent wholly upon volun-
tary contribution fcr the suppost of the Ministry.
So sensibly alive are non-established Churches to
the necessity of having 4’ central fund, that steps
are being taken for introducing the system: In
the last number of the  Presbyterian Messenger,”
& respectable periodical, the organ of the Synod of
the Presbyterian Church in Eugland, we find an
article on the subject, much in harmony with our
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own viewrs aw expresaed ina citenlar drawn up by
dircction of the Sustentation Board, sid prnted i
the December number of ttus paper. There w
Wttle doubt but the Dugish Synod will adopt
cither our own or & similar scheme. Wo know
there are some of our ministers und people that are
su thoroughly convinced of the excellence of out
scheme, s compared with the old systemn, that
they would prefer continuing it usit ix, to abandon.
ing n central fund sltogethicr. Aud there ars
mnisters who would prefer recaiving theer stipend
through that chanuel, oven although the amount
reccived ghould not be alected by ity and are
therefore desirous that the present arrangements bo
maintained us they are, unless something more
ucceptuble to tne church be devised to suporeeds
them.

The Ministers Widows' and Orphans’ Fund is
anothier subject claining attention. It must be
self-evident to all who couswler the malter, that,
with & very few exceptions, our Ministers do not
receivo more than is absolutely neceesary for the
present support of thewr fanuhies, and are thus aito-
gether unnble to make any provision for their
widows or orphans, in the event of being removed
by death, ‘I'he subject is one that concerns every
tember of the church, and we hope will be taken
up by the Synod-with a spirit- aud in a manner
suited to its importance.

‘T'here ure other matters also requiring prompt
and decisive action, and upen which it would ill
befit that Court to give an uncertain sound.  May
the spirit of wisdom preside in the assembly!

D I — e ——

GAELIC PERIODICAL.

An estcemed - correspondent—a  Missionary—
has repeatedly nddressed us on the importanice of
having & Gaclic paper, like our Record, for our
Celtic brethren. We would, for their sakes, hail
such a publication, if we saw any rearonable pros.
pect of its finding adequate support. ‘This, how-
ever, we do not see § for a8 the number of High-
landers in Canada, who cannot understand English
when it is apoken, is not very great, the number
of those who can read Gaclic, and cannot read
English, must be still smaller; and it is for this
last class chicfly, that a Gaelie periodical would be
most useful. No doubt zeal, in a good cause, will
overcore many difficulties ; and we do not say that
for informing even the small number of our High-
land population, who cannot read English, but read
Gaclic, respecting the progress of Christ's king-
dom in the world, a sacrifice should not be made
for supporting a Gaclic periodical among them.—
Next to having such a publication among ourselves,
will be the promoting the circulation of the Free
Church Garric Witxess.  'We had lately sent us
a copy of what we understood to be the first num.
ber, of a new scries, of that publication, and handed
it to one of our Gaelic students, for ashort account
of its contents, with a view of.giyhig it to our
readers.  However, we have not yet reccived it
from him.

We copy the following notice from the * Free
Church Missionary Record” for February :—

GAELIC WiTNESS.

We have much pleasure in announeing that the
Board of Missions and Education have resolved on
rosuming the -publication: of - this'importast ‘work.
It1will, as formerly, be under the* supetintendence
of the Rev. Df{jbéli_-_y.'offl?um';“ud will ‘be

A A
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published quarterly, wm an endarged form, com- | a desire that they shiould not be passedover.  The x panted to prepare a draft of Jdeliverance on the

meacia g Wata the puosent month.

We trust that ) objection to these rates did not he agamst ther | sabyeet, they had ananmounly azrecd, winhiont any

all saivicned wthe welare of the Hightunders | compuisury characier, but ruthier agaimnst thie pran- § wtencoonce Wit the ctnting Surtentaton schenie,

will apccate the it now made for their ad.
vantage.

rmemreas S — et

SUSTLENTATION OF THE MINISTRY.

Torovro, 20th May, 1848,

Mx. Eo.ror,—"The question of the support of ¢
the gospel munstry - unendowed Cuurches s
hhedy to vecupy nuch attenuon i afl conunutie '
tes. Do Vauguan, of London, hus devoted a very
able article to W m the Bateh Quarterly. ‘Tho
Ed-ubuigzh Watnese hins taken up the sabyeet 3 and
the Mouatseal Watiiess fooks apon 1t as the grand
queston v the duy=-1n 59 tur as anticipated evils
ure concerned.  ‘Phe S;nod of our Chaneh, at its
app.onchivye weeting, wmnsf dscnss the matter at
lewsth g and 1t oceurs o me that o few remarks on
cur sustentation Fuad Scheme amght, with somo
advantagd, be subnntied to your readene.

[ ain very cettiun that oll the members of our
chuzch ure Wt ote us to the desitableness of a fund,
to be rised by voluntary contribution, for the ans.
tentation of the gospel munstry 3 but whether this
shall be lacraly a common fund, out 0. which ¢s 1y
mansicr shall be paud, or one out of which shall be
supplemented ail stipends. below a certam values |
or wheth_r it scheme analagons to thut of the Free |
Chureh of Scatland shall be preferred : on lhcwl
matte:s there ny be ditferences of sentiment.— |
Llach plan fins ats adoantages. A proportional
scale of suppurt tor the nuwstry wm ditferent locali-
ties s desirable 1 extremes in the measure of support
are to be uverded, if possible s and every pastor
ought to b2 placed above amicties about the bread
of humself und his family. On the other hand,
talent snd assiduity in the ministerial office, ns in
every other, shonld not pass unrewarded, even in
hus world 5 the flock shonld always be led to take
a deep wterest i their own concerns 3 and ther
affections to a fuithful pastor ought not to bo care-
lessly tampered with, or rudely restrained.  ‘The
two things we should aim at, should be——a - compe-
teney—und regular puyments; uny scheme that
sccures these will smt us very well.

One great objection to the Sustentation Scheme
of our Church, has been the claim it xeems to in-
volve of an entire surrender of the property and
assets of (he congregation to the Church Courts,
and to b munaged hy a body respinsible not to
the congrzgation, but to the Courts of the Church.
Deacons may be of grreat serviee in managing, but
before our people generally give up.tne manage-
ment of temporahities to them, they will demand an
wnual election, und a direct controul s and both of
these are inconsistent with the nature of tho dia-
eougate.  Indeed, I do not see the desirableness of
confounding the temporal and the spititual jurisdic.
tion i the case of finunce, any more than I can
sce it 1n such a case us that which onginated the
disruption in Scotlund.

On this ground also, the propoescd * trust deed”
hos been rejected by the congremation of Knox's
Church here,~-and justly. Indecd, I am inclined
to hope that the omission of a clunse, guardin,
agamst the apparently ambitious scheme of Synmﬁ
ical managrement, was entirely accidental. At any
rate the Syond will, I am sure, with one voice, re-
pudiate such a cluim. .

Another grezt cause of offence, was the the
principle of urrangement adopted and announced
as to the allocation of seats. I do not quote the
particulars, as I wish rather to promote a harmoni.
ous adjustment. ‘Lhey cre to be found in the
¢ Regulations for managing the sccular affairs of
Congregations,” printed in the Record for Decem-
ber, 1814, Now, althouzh these may be considered
as simply 1ecommendationa, still they indicate what
was supposcd to be the mind of the Church ; and
an affectionate people will always give to the mind
of the Church or its Courts a respectful deference.,
1t:is; therefore, not enongh to say that'as these are

“merely recommendations they may be adopted by
-our people, or not, as they please, but mesn.then
£0.be adopted ; and. the permission. to pass then

slwaya 1o be underslood 4 Coupled. with

Ay

aple mvoived m theny, whether compulsory or not |
a principle which our people—=wisely s 1 think—
repudinted.  Why, then, not repeal them at onee

An lement of feeblencss nnd metliciency was
from the begiming itroduced mto the schene by

o 1enn thy overture to the Susteutntion Boand,
with sustruction to them to take the whole subject
of the sustentntion of the mumshy info conndera.
twn, to call for reports of Preshytencs on the sub.
Jeet, and report thear 1casons thereon at the next

tho « N, B appended to the regiatons of Nov, | meeting of Synod ;™ . p. 1) varicus othet in.
1811, and wiich form the standing laws of | structions wete given (o the Boanl, all of wiuch, 1

the Sustentation Board. I runs thue, ** It s dw.
tmetly to be undenstood (anad of deemed advisable
way be expresaly stated, that kg the above
declaration as to tie amount wlich they antewd to
contribute to the Sustentation funid, congregutinng
o not come under any positive vbligution.” "Fhey
wall neaher be held absolutely bound to contabute
up to the full amount declared, sor undeaiond

!

I

betove, were uttended to: but the primary and
most unportant one remmms stitly 1 tather think,
witvuched. S0 anxious was 1 to have thin inpor.
tant taatter of the ** whole subject of the susteuta.
tion of the natstey™ taken up by the Board, that 1
temaned m Hanubton apeciully for the purpese of
attenthng the fimt meetmg afler the Synad, when
I brought the Synod's report before them ;. but

purposely to restrict themezlves ~vithan ity but ex. | fousd, to my surpnse, thut the members of the

pected, while makiug un cffort, at least to fulfil
thewr declared mtention—yuat to contribute more or
lest an proportion ta thewr alality”  Assurediy n
any congregation choose to give above their ubhe
gration, therv is no law to prevent at, and they will
be entitled to the cordiul thanke of all concerned §
but 1t ulways appeared to o thutaf a congregation
s reqruned to make an election at all, adherence
mdly to thatelection 18 essentul to the working ol
the acheme.  Perhaps the conuniason caleuluted
on the deficiencies of one clwvs of cangregation
heinge at the end of the year covered by the sup-
plementary grants of others: und this may bo a
very pood idea s but then it changes the whole
churacter of the scheme—reducing it from that cf
a well compacted scheme of mutual assurance, to
‘that of a mere elecmosynary arrangement.—
Morcover, in case of & furlure i this (pethaps rea.
sonuble) expectation, on what party was the logsto
full? ‘Pl schome scomns to make no provison
for this.’ )
1 would respectlully suggest that perthaps the
grentest bar i the way of a comfortable ndjustment
of this mutter, has been thrown up by the actings
or ratiier the non-actings of the Synod and the
Board themsclves. Within a few wecks of the
first promulgution of the schen:e in the Record for
December, 1844, the large and influential congre-
gutio:: of Knox's Church, ‘'oronto, wet, and by u
succession of strong and very ably drawn resolu-
tions, opposed the scheme both in ste principle and
inits detuils. It appears, ulso, that the powerful
congregation of Galt, and under the able ministey
of the excellent minister, who had a pancipal part
in drawing up the scheme in all its parts, did not
accede to thescheme.  Moreover, the memberswho
met in commi-aivn, both at Hamilton and Totunto,
prior to the ‘Synod of 1845, (at Cobourz,) were
greatly divided about it. ‘I'hese considerations
should have led to an impression that surely there
nust be something wrong in or about the acheme;
and whatever the objections may have been, they
ought to have heen most senously taken up by the
Sustentation Board, and somoe ‘modification of the
scheme proposed by them. ‘This does not appear
to have been done, and meanwhile the Synod met
at Coboury, in June, 1845..  After various private
conferences and public discussions; the Synod
(minutes p. 58) found that a ¢ majonty of congrega.
_tions had approved of & common fund, and of, the
plan of distribution” ; but that ¢ great diversity of
opinion cxists with regard to the nther arrangements
‘suggested by the eommission.” ‘The Synod re-
‘commended the *principle” and ¢ the plan” ac-
cardingly, but left it to the discretion of cougregu-
tions *‘to act in- the matter as they miay deem
expedient.””  All ¢ matters of detail” also were left
to the discretion of congregations; and even as to
the s arrangements” that had been approved and
sanctioned by the Synod, the commission were ap-
pointed to ““revise” them; and the Board were
empowered to employ an agent, ¢ if they saw fit.”
It does not appear that' anything was done either
by the commission or by the Board; and matters
continued as before tili the meeting of Synod, at
Hamilton, in June, 1846. The report of the Board
‘was then read and a ed ; but an overture from

Montreal brought up the’ whole mbject for dis-
‘cucsion. -After full debate, and on the report and
‘recommendation of ‘a Committee specially ap-

I

Boazd dul not look on this inatter an at all requirin

their fisst uttention, nud therefore declined to hol

uny nction upon it. - As 1 was not a mcinber of the
Board, 1 could not muke any motion on the sub-
sect 3 but expressed a hope that so soon as the Board
resolved to tahe up the matter, I nnght have notice
of ity thaut T might attend if I thonght proper. = My
whole soul was set upon the subject ot the susten.
tation of the numiatry, and it would have given me
great pleasure to have aseisted the Bonrd to the
best of my ability. It does not uppear, however,
that ** the whole subject of the sustentation of the
numstry™ hus been us yet taken up by them de
novo ; and by a mere ovenight, [ believe, the
names of aff the Junters who had beetr members
of the BBoard, were left out of the new comnission—
e, of courss, among the rest.  ‘Thus did matters
stund untl the Synod met at Kigston, 1 June
last, when the usual upproval of the report was
moved and carned, wind two regulatious of a ininor
churacter adopted.  Iut a report from the Board
on the * whole subject of the sustentation of the
mmstey”” docs not seem +3 have heen submitted.—

I was not present at tue Synod; but I can find

nothing w the printed minutes, or in tho Record,
regurding it.

‘I do not wish to attach blame to any party in
this matter. Perhape we are all to blame more or
less s and yet may 1 not hint that perhsps there
‘may have lurked in the ininds of the exccllent
men who form the Sustentatior: Board, somewhat
of an overweemng attachment to their own private
scheme, leading to a strong relnctance to any pro-
posed organic change! I am not ssserting any
thing positively on'the matter; but clearly am
convinced that until the original scheme of 1844 is
set anide, by the same nuthority that created oe
recommended 1t, no progress in the way of an
amicuble and judicious scttlement will be made.

By the last report of the Board, (13th Jan., 1848)
it would appear that the proceedings of the Board
are nearly at u stand, and a Committee has’
them been appointed to prepare a statement foe the
Synod. Thus the matter will be brought up for
dircussion, and I rather think that the discassion
will not turn upon the * anonalous position™ of the
schemne, as being acted on only by minority of. the
church; but rather upon the merits of the whole
case. If the acheme had beeu suchas to amwo
itself heartily to the nund of the Synod, 1 do not
sce why it has not beeti zealously adopted by all
parties interested.  Let us, however, hopé that alt
the members will come forward to the discuesion,
unprejudiced esther for or against existing manage.
ments. e

I am very. clear that if the Presbyterian Church
of Canada shall stand forth to our_peeple .ee.the
unflinching advocate of a high-toned discipli
effective system of thcol:giul preparatory educa-
tion for the nminsiry—and a sacred conservation of
the nghts and privileges of her attached membery—
there will be no waut oa the part of any congrege
tion, either of ability or of will, to help her.on te a
vigorous aud healthful ¢ Sustentstion.”

I2m, Mr. Bq?to(,
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" To the Editor of the Record.

My Dgan Sia,—Cordially participating s I do
in the deep feeling of nnxiety expressed by somo of
the brethren, whase opinions arcrclxllml((;dl :)o[::::;l;
respe ming the weues of the dehbe
of m:'.’;;r';:::hingxs.\‘npd——dccply impressed wath
= sense of the vital importance of the matters to
come before our annual council, and that what iuy
be done upon them muy: closcly bear on the future
;oterests of our church, and of the Redeemers
kingdom—and fully coinciding with the views pre.
sented in some fate numbers of the Record on the

ramount importance and great necessity of an
meml! revival of our Church—let me beg forsome
room in your columns, in order to fullow up, by
some hiats, the objects of thesc late papers which 1
refer to, and for which I would eamnestly claim not
only the attentive perusal, but the prayerful con.

sideration of all the brethren.*

Many have becn the schemes devised at our
various assemblics sinco the begmning of what may
o called the new era of our church, and our start-
jng on our new course in the year 1844,

ut it must, with deep humiliation, be confessed
that thero is wanting that amount of internal
spiritual Jife absolutely necessary to carry all these
‘liberal plans into vigorous cffective operation.—
Much of the machinery is well constructed 3 but
there is wanting the living power of that great
epirit who presidcs over the Church of Christ, and
whose divine energy 18 necded to set and keep all
the wheels in night and effective motion 3 in hiving
play and healthful operation. Insimple words—an
snternal Revival of our Church ss urgently needed.

We are in a weak because as yet only in a
trensition state. Many are the difheultics which

-wre feel in carrying out our plans. For cxample:

The scheme of a common fund for the sustenta.
tion of our Minizters, or some substitute for it, re.
quires immediate decision, and, perhaps, cluims the

of all other matters ; because it con.

sints, with my kuowledge, that inany of our bre.

thren have, for want of some uniform mcthod of

provision ou this head, been reduced to 1he most

i ing circumstances, and focl themselves par-

both in their minisictial efforts, and in all

their at to advance the general operations of

the church. For while Ministers are kept in the

tmost peinfal anxiety about the weans of the support

of themaclves and familics, and about meeting their

peccssary cugagements, how can it be

that either they or Presbyterics, who are

beund first of all to care for a competent provision

for their Ministers, can have any heart in devoting

thems lves to the other most important, but still
mere remote objects of the church.

Te retam to the subject of Revivals. Is thete
ot much need for the appeal, ¢ Oh, Lord, revive
thy works” ; Oh, Lord, by whom shall Jacob arise,
for he issmall”!  Let but God open the windows
of Heaven, and pour out the influences of the spirit
upon ministers, office-hearers, and members of our
church, and then should we sce many of our diffi.
culties vanish, and many new and unexpected

ends coming scasonably to our help.

T would now venture o throw out a few sigges.

tioms on the practical measures which the Synod

]

t
*1.- It is true that Revivals are somctimes con.
mected with the use of meaus of the humblest and
mmplest kind. A Revival of a congregation has
beem known to come in answer to the ferveat
prayers of one siugle humble individual. " But God
loves te bo honoured by the solemn assemblics of

-Sois rnemistess amd people s and itis a principle of God's | of th

- governmont, that we transact with the most Hi
vmummmmapwﬂ
11 we have sinned, or need blessings in our indivi.
dual capacity, is is §it that we should confess and
fhasens ‘.‘~. 'hm' : p::nl‘he ilt
- copacky 3 we iar ’
poculs hlt-'l'utchmhwui‘;:n,
Presbyterian Church of Canada,”
of W, 1848, Alo articles on the
Revival of tho Church, in the Recerds of Decem-
Soor; 1848, snd of February, 1847 ; and article on

-
-

.

# Maisterial Concert for Prayer,” December, 1847,

what more suitable than that we appear before God
in the sume attitude und character!  Seripture
history a3 full of precedents of glorous results con-

teries ut their meetings going by rotation over all
the congregations—huving suituble disconrses bear-
ing on the revival and quickemnge to grenter zeal in
IS

nected with sct days and solemn blics, fixed
by the church, for fusting, humilintion and prayer.
Wituess the memornble trunsactions of this kind in
the times of kangs Hegehialy, Jehiosuphat, of Ezea,
Nchemiah, e And, in recent times, let us re.
member the wonderful and blessed results connect.
ed with the spiritual exercises and humiliations of
ecelesiustical Ulies.  Witnuss the remarkable
quickening of souls in the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, in 15963 and remaskable
effects of a- Revival Sermon, by John Davidson,
Moderator ; the wonderfud Revival in the memoru-
ble Asscmbly of 1638 ; and the never to be forgor-
ten Convocation of 1812!  Is it net, then, worthy
of the serious consideration of the brethren whether,
before entering on the formal business of the en-
ensuing Synod, it would not be well to get apurt - a
whole day for humiliation, review, prayer, brotherly
conference— d with appropri i scs

§! iate d

und uddresses—one of the discourses to be fuller
tl.mnl ;he rest—and to open up the subject of Re-
viva

. 2. I observe that our well-known and valued
friend, the Rev. Mr. Arnott, of Glasgow, in his
Lecture—forming one of the series of the Revival
Lectures, delivered in Glasgow in 1830—brings
very promiuncntly and pointedly into view the great
injury ijuflicted on the interests of christianity by
the manner, tone and spirit in which Church
Courts but too often conduct their business. Now,
this is a sin for which our church inust take its full
share of sclf-application ; and as it tends to tum
our mectings—designed for our mutual justruction,
refreshmient of spirit, and increase of brotherly love
and union—into sced-plots of sccret i€ ot open
alienations of hean, it is scarcely possible to direct
our cfforts too much to its removal.  ‘The thing that
hias a great tendency to cure it, is to have a much
larger portion of our time given to devotional exer-
ciscs—and to have our business managed as much
as pessible by calm, affectionute, brotherly con-
ference superseding, as far ax the nature of subjects
can adiit, sct debatex 3 and, above all, the bring:
ing subjects to formal votes and divisions. True,
there have been mnore’ devotional and conference
mectings of late years than formerly ; but, accord-
ing to the cmphatic style of expression of Dr.
Chalmers, “ the gecular” is still allowed ¢ to over-
shadow the spiritual.” The secular, or outward
part of our business, ought ulways to be subordinate
in our solemn assemblics to this three-fold end—
the Kevival of each other—the Revival of God's
people—and the conversion of sinucrs in the places
where our micctings are held. ‘FThen, what not a
fittle increases want of christian calmuess and
brotherly kinducss, is the great impatience of
brethren toget home.  True, their flocks and fam-
ilies deservedly claim a large share of their hearts;
but the getting a day or even a Sabbath sooner
home, is but a poor and sorry compensation indeed
for the lose of the objects which ought cver to be
the aim of the assemblies of tho church, tho re-
ceiving ourselves, and the imparting instrumentally
to others more of the impress of God and Heaven,
and the things of our cternal peace. Nor am
speaking of things fit only for Heaven and not for
earth; for it is matler of fact that some of the
assemblies of the Free Church have been felt and
described 1o be of the nature not of mere cold and
formal business, as formerly, but of the nature of
«'means of grace” and spiritual refreshment. On
this subject I may just add, that from the nature
o questions 1o ceme before the next Synod, the
more of brotherly comfercuce and of devotional
meetingx, the better and happier results may be

expected.

3. It might be well for the Synod 1o recommend
to the camest attention of Presbyteries to keep
prominently before them the state of religion in the
several tions ; {0 receive reports from the
Ministers over them on thie all important subject.
‘These reports would furnish suitable matetials for

conferences the brethren at the meetings of
Presbytery. Without superseding motre formal
visitations of terves, where circumstances re-

quire them, much good might be doae by Presby-

of love, and on the uwakenmg of tormal
profussors, and the conversion of sinners to God.
Occasion should alea be taken at these weetings
uot only for conferences among the brethren, but
also with the office-beuters und memhers ¢f tho
church.  This plan bas been proposed s the Pres.
bytery of Kingston, und, to some extent, bezun to
be followed out 3 but very inadequately to the ob.
jects i view. In order to do any justice to
these, it is obvious thut brethren must come pre-
prepared to spead a few calm duys upon them, and
must bring theh minds up to them, and throw in
their hiearts and affections to them, as worthy of
their regard, and as involving substantisl blessings
to bo in faith expected from them.  ‘I'lie sugges.
tions on conccerts for prayer for the Revival of the
church among the ministers—nlready referred to,
and contained in tho December number of tho
Record—are worthy of the Synod’s attention.—
Presbyteries should also give in their.reports of the
state of religion to the Syned Clerk somnetime before
the meeting of Synod each year; and un annual
‘committee might be appointed to frame from these
reports, a report af the state of rehigion, embedying
their substance ; or by some other method, mate-
rials might be furiished for the conferences at Sy-
nod on the state of religion throughout the church.
<. Should these hints mect the views and feels
ings of the brethiren, it would ie tmost desirable that
some of the. ministers und office-bearers of our
church, ncar the place of mecting of the Synod fust
coming on, ehould form themsclves into a Commits
tee 10 digest a plun of operations—assigning to
particular persons definite subjects for discousse,
addresscs, or other cxercises, 50 thut we may have
our minds prepared at the Synod for following out
the conference meetings. ‘The comniittee’s doings
would, of course, be subject to the approbation of
the Synod, before being put in operation. It is
mauifest that it would vastly increase the interest
and utility of all our spiritual work at the Synod,.
were there before each Synod some definite undes-
standing on the apportionment of jt.. Indeed, it
would be of great benefit were some special sub-. .
Jects cvery year assigned, and the Synod to sit a
fcw dayslonger.  In conclusion let e add, that
none is more unworthy than myself to take any
leading part in the Lord’s spiritual work. Let the
scnse of the wretched leanuess of my own soul ac-
count for my standing 80 prominently forward on
the sabject of Revival.
Yours sincercly. G.

—_———
LATIN QUOTATIONS.

A respectable office-bearer in the Iresbyterian
Church called upon us the other day, and, after
speaking of the Record and its prospects, and giv-
ing cxpression to his own fuvourable views of our
of our humble labours, told us frankly, that he d&id
not like thene outlandish words in which someo
writers indulge, and some of which we had intro-

I | ducedintothe Record ; particulansing, at the same

time, “ ipsissima verda,” and * perfervidum inge-
nium Scotorum,” as some of them, that had cest
him some trouble, without having arrived at their
meaning. He said that he and his wif¢, after
fruitless attempts to discover their signification, had
come to the conclusion that if those quolations con-
tained good sentiments, they should be opened up

to the illiterate—if not good, they should not bo

there—and if printed for the leanued, it would only
be right and fair to give the translation for the
benefit of the unleaned. We stand reproved, and
shall be carefal not again, in the like case, to
offend; and hereby request sl comespondents
cither to give their articles in plain Eoglish, or %
accompany quatations in other languages with a
faithfal version.  Qur desire is to communicate the
truth in the plainest and most intelligitle manner.
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‘The press of mnatter compels us to abndgo the
following communication, which came foo late;
much of it has becn auticipated in other urticles:

Thoe following, perhaps, are the most unportant
subjects which shall come under the attention of
Synod, viz: Missions, the Sustentation Scheme,
the College, and Union with the United Presby-
terian Synod.

And first, us to Missions: It should, we thiuk,
be the aun of the Synod to adopt more systemutic
plans for the supply of existing destitution. A great
deal of zcal has been shewn, at least by sume
Presbyteries, for the supply of divine ordinances;
but we fear thut. whilo some of them are active,
others are rer-iss; and while wo believo that,
geueratly speat.ngy, the niost important sett'~ments
wre considerably well supplied, many suferior sta.
tions, are almost if 1ot entirely neglected.

It is also worthy of the cousideratien of the $5-
nod, whether it ought not to make an urgent ap-
peal for a supply of labourers from the parent
church. A hundred preachers are at present em-
ploved by her as home Musionaries, at the expence
of £6U0V ; an expenditure which, as we hear from
a recont mecting of their Home Mission Comumut-
tee, 15 more than they can atford. Were the tenth
part of the number sent to uz, their burden would
be cousiderahly lightened, and we would bo sig-
nally benefitted.

Should it L2 thought that the subversion of all
hope of supply from the Church ut home mnght
have the cticct of increasing excrtion for the m-
stitution amongst ourselves, which, i this case,
would be the only provider of rchgous mstruction,
the convicticu would not justify an attempt to
divert our Church from a source of supply which,
for some time at least, cannot- be dispensed with g
but the attempt 1o awaken intercst a our thco-
fogical institution in such a way, wonld be as
unnecessary s unjustifiable; foron the suppositi

the -church and cause of God havine the benefis b
of their arvice shonld he removed.  Wo aro sware
that bureatics, to a certain extent, attord zuch aid,
but the fuud, we cantemplate, is one which should
be o ample as to atlord not partial awd merely, but
whatever amotint of assistance tho circumstances
of individuals might reqrire.

The only remawming topic to which we would

T following paper 1s from the pen of the Rev.
Mr. Smicthe, Convener of the Synod’s Comnuttee,
on the Widows' and Orphians” and. The Come
uuttee has been werensed since June, 1946, from
four to thinteen members; bt eo much are they
i scattered that it has been found ipracticable to

A o L e y comvene them.  The subjuned Repott i iow pub-
advert for a moment, is union. “I'he principles * °
lately avowed by the Committee of the United ! lished 1n order that the subject may be maturely
Preshyteriun Synud, to which publicity las been | considered, and such action tab n thereon at cho
gwen, present, wo fear, additiona’ obstacles i the | approaclung Synod, as s unportance demands.—

way of union with that body. Such union, how-
cver, if it could bo accomplished without a com-
promise of principles, is 8o much to be desired that
we hope it will not yet be despaired of 5 thut no
step will be taken by cither Synod to increaso the
difficultics in the way; ulready sufficiently formida-
ble; and that tho Committee will be remoddeled
and made to consist of individuals combining to
such an extent candonr and moderation with
sacted orthodoxy, as to render them the most
hikely to briug about a union, (if it isat all
passible,) on the most salutary and approved prin.
ciples.  How * devoutly to bo wished a consuin-
mation” were such a union—how necessary to
counterbalance the evils caused by the disruption!
‘I's how many congregations would it addstrength !
—how many divisions would would it heal ! —how
much to by deprecated the attemnpts to throw any

“obstacle in jts way !

~ We would make a single remark in referenceto
the order of busiess. It were well, wo think, that
this were so managed that the above subject, and

others of kindred unportance, would como up first |
for discussion, and matters of inferior moment bo }
reserved for the after part of the session. It not |

unfrequently happens, that after the time of the
session has been nearly expended in deliberation
concerning local matters and interests, affectig
only certain localitics or particalar congregations,
and much unprofitable discussion carricd on, the

that the supply from home should excced our
utmost expectations, there would still be the most
ample scope for zeal and liberahty on behalf of our
College ; for so vast is the destitution, that the
most vigorous cxertions for supply, otk from home
and abroad—thie utmost that could be done, both
for upholding our own institution and for procuring
Missionaries from home—would fall far short of
our urgent necessities; so thut in order to the
awakening of interest and stimulating of zeal in
bebalf of our College, it is not necessary that the
hopes of supply from home should be at all dimia-
ished.”

1t might be well also for the church to emnploy,
if possible—as an agent to bring her claims before
the parent church~one of the late deputics, or to
empower the Mission Committec to take udvan-

of tho services of any of our ministers who
might be guiiir home, to devote himself solely for
a while to tho task of imparting intormation to the
church regarding our ci tances, or enforcing
the necessity of sending out some of her preachers,
at loast, for 2 limited period; and also to atiend
the mectings of various Synods, aud some large
Presbyterics, with the view of recommending 1o
them tho plau suggested by the Rev. Mr. McMillan,
of Cardross, of cach of them sending and support-
jug, for a tiine, & 10inister or MinsionATY AMONE Us—
a plan which, if acted upon by one or two of the
Church Courts might Ve adopted by others. An
agency has beea repeatedly employed by us in be-
half of othery’ schemes of the church—as the Col-
lege for examplo—and with success; and it is
time, we think, that 'jo measure were attempted
on behalf of the Home Mission—perhaps the most
important of all. -

Further, in reference to the College, we would
simply observe that it would be well were there a
fand set apart expressly for aiding pious aud tal-
ented young men aspiting 1o the offiee of the
sacred mini ,l_m unable, for want of resources

nay. 10it owing lo straitened Circumatances,
aad bow pecemary that such an obstacls ‘1o

moat ntous subjects are taken up -towards
the close of tho sexsion, when there is not sufficient
time left to do them : justice, when the members
are exhausted by previous deliberations, and when
not a few, perhaps, aroimpatient if not clamouring,
for a terminativn of proceedings. Such an iuju-
dicious arrangement of business cannot but be
injurious to the interests of the church ; and much
benefit, wo think, would accrue froin the moede of
procedure we have now suggested.

We wonld also suggost to our respected brethren
who are meinbers of Synod whether there may not
sometimes be too much cagerness on their part to
bring the proccedings of the Synod to a close and
thus to shorten discussions which it would be for
the intcrests of the church to be more protracted.
It were advisable that inembers not knowing what
important matters may como under their review,
should leave themselves as inuch as possible disen-
cumbered of engagements which mught hasten
their departure prematurely.

A word in conclusion_in reference to the reli-
gious services of the Synod. As the promotion,
Ly its deliberations, of the intcrests of the Church
depends 80 much on the divine gmidance and
blessing, might it not be well to imitato what
used 1o be the practice of the Church of Scotland,
whatever ‘may be the case now, and what
wo believe is still the practico of .the Freo
Charch, of speuding the first full day of the Ses-
sion, at least, a counsiderable part of ity in united
prayer for x divine blessing on all p ings—
Who can tell how hap,y might be the ctfect of
such a commencement ; while at the same time,
the commendable practice of beginning the sederunt
of each day with prayer and praiee and reading of
the Scriptures should still be continued. We have
in the Sciiptares many encouraging cxamples of
the efficacy both of individaal and united prayer
for the prosperity of Zion, and how special a call
there is for camcstness at & throne of grace on the
part of those who meet 1o deliberate on such im-
portant matiers, and in deciding regarding which
there is 20 much need of Divine direction, <aust be
abundantly manifest, ’ N

We beheve the burden of correspondence and
drawing up Reports, has devolved mawmly, if not
altogether, upon the Convener.

WIDOWS' FUND SCHEME.

The Synad of the Preshy tenan Church of Can.
ada—convened at Hanutton upon the Hth day of
June, 1S46—having had the uxpedieney and prac.
ticability of estublishing a Fuod fur making pro.
viston for the support of the Widows and OUsphansof
decensed tnitusters, brought under therr considerac
tion by mcans of & memonal frons certam members
of the church in Auncaster,—agreed to  exprese
*¢ their cordial approhation of the obyectof the memo-
senal, and their high sense of the doanterestedness
<t of the memonahists ; and appamnted the cosunittee
st on the funds of the church tocunsider the scheme,
s« and report some measure for the adoption of the
«“Synod.’  On the Eth day of June, of the same
year, sud committee reported, and the Syned ap-
proving of theie repont, appmnted the following
cotnmttee on the Widows™ Fund:—=Mr Georgo
Smiclk:e. Convener, Mr. Alexander Gaie. Mr. Geo.
Davidson, Mr. Joha Buras, « to cotamtuicate with
s askilful Actuary, as to the pnnciples und rules
st proper for the scheme, and to correspond with
* Dr. Gordan, Convener of the commntee of the
“Widows' Fund of the Free Chureh of Scotland,
*on the subject ; and the Synod. i the menntune,
¢« authorise the committee to tuke munediate mea-
“sures for raising a fund by stuted sulscnptions
“among ministers—contnbutions of the fnends of
¢ the cause through the Province, and collcctions
*¢in the churches—to report progress to tho come
“ mittee in antumn."—(Ma. 1346, p. 77.)

The Convener of the Synud's comnuttce corres-
ponded with 1)r. Gordon, and along with a letter,
in which Dr. Gordon stated that * from his expe-
srience as collector of the old Widows' Fund, he
“was convir-: d that without the maintenance of
“ the Sustentation fund, the suceess of 1 Widows®
“ Fund wonld be entircly hopeless,"—ihicre was
received a copy of the constuution, &c., of the
Widows' Fund of the Free Church—the greater
part of which wax re.printed 1 the Record of this
church, in February, 1847, fer the mformation of
ministers and others concermed.  For vanous rea-
sons, no other steps were taken in the matter till
the Synod met in Kingstan. i June last, when the
commiittee at the thind sederunt reported progresw.
They were then instructed to repost fusther before
the sising of the Synod 3 and Me Haunilton, Mr.
Johnstone, Mr. Reid, Mr. Loachead, ministers; Mr.
MeAliter, Dr. Dickson, Hon. John Macdonald.
clders  and James Walker, Exq., Secrctary to the
Sustentation Board, were added to the committee.

At 2 subsequent sederunt accordingly” the com-
mittee submitied a dmaft of a schirme, recommend-
ing the adoption of the prnciples and leading
features of the sacheme of the Free Church—
Whercupon the Synod was pleased to pronounce
the following deliverance upon the snbject, vize—
“That the Synod approve ol the diizeace of the
* committce, and re-appoint them, with the sddition
“of Mr. Robb, Mz. Smcllic, Convencr.  And, in
* rempect of the great importance of the scheme, and
“ of accuracyin all itsdctails, instruct the committeo
* to revise the scheme, and to print and tranmnit
*¢ copies of it o Preabiyteries, without deloy s and the
*Synod instruct Presbytcrics to take the schemo
*“into their consideration, and prepare a fuil report of
*« judgment on it for the meeting of Synod.™

From the state and proepects of the Surtentation
fund in this country, it ir, pethaps, questionable
whether it should be taken into account at alf ia
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establshing 1 Widows' Fand, or whether the pro.
serery of the Jatter ehould not b+ suspended nntd the
tute of tae ferner bz deeded. Dot as the com-
sittee have udnty to discharge to the Synod, they
hate goven to the subjret wirusted to them the
most careant coussdetation m their power, and have
prepared aschicme which may be carned into effect
indcpendently of the Sustentation tunid 3 but which
wal be gust all the more stuble, and more conveni-
entiy wrought, provided the Sustentation schewe
Le put upan an cfiictent and sausfactors footing

As resiits ot the comuuttee s conmderation, the
fol,owinz conciusions are stated in limine »

1. ‘That s aneapedient tomelude i tiisscheme
ony provsion 1o nuhintens dsabled by sickness or
old awe.

2. “Tha st s desirable that st embrace provision
to the chuldren, as well us the widows® of deceased
mmnos,

3. ‘Lhat the objects of the scheme are not at-
tainab.e by means of ordinnry late Assurance.

4 Tnat to secuse the offic ency of the scheme,
coutnbatians 1o uts funds st be, 10 a certamn ex-
tent, compuisory upon all the mnusters of the
clhiuch.

3. °That a s mexpedient to comphicate the
schome by a gradation of rates corresponthng to
the respecine ues ot contrbutors, and to the relue
tive apre o3 husbuid sud wae at marmage S or toinsst
upon the usual entry womes and marnagre tux.

6. "Tuat a lagre accomutated fund 13 not indis-
pensab.c belore commencinye distzibution.

7. ‘I'hat all eapenience shows that no scheme
can be propesed so periect ag to supersede the ne-
cessity o1 penodical snvestygatons.  *¢ On this sub-
jeet, " says Me. Low, Accountant w Idimburgh—
oue of the professional gentlemen with whom the
comnuttee of the Free Chrch had been i con-
sultation with smtructions to make the requsite
caleulaons, and whose report was adopted by that
church for ats mudance—+ I may obierve that itas
s now hewd os a scitled point by Actuanes, that it
s quite uusate to continue ot sttutions of this
st hind for any lenathened ame, witheut stated and
¢ rizid exsm.natons Qf the affars, sa 25 to test how
“ far the scaal eapenence has accorded with the
s assumed daw.”

“Fhe object of the commuites 1s to combine sim-
plicity wath efficuney : and they would now begr to
subist the scheme which, proceeding ou the prin-
ciples stuted, they have dmwa up:

It 1s proposed to rmse & Fund by means of annual
rates from muusters and profesors—annual col-
Jections 1 congregatons, and such subscrptions or
donations fram v calthy or gencrous smdividuals, as
may at any tune be ohtawmed.

‘It following calculations are not at all based
upon casual donat.ons, asthese are uncertun ; they
proceed. however, upon tie asunphion that the
Syued, by its 1wlhierent authoney over iis own inem-
bers, way render the rates compulsory, and the
result, therefore. thay be regarded as certam 3 and
the callect:ons s the chutelies, at first apparently
£0 uncertam a sontce of reventie, are calculatod so
low, and such means of mak.ng up the deficicncy,
if any, arc suzzested, that the resait of them may
bz depended on as certam also. At nll events, if
this past of the achene fail, at 18 cvident that the
hlame will lic at the dooss of ministers themselves.
The Episcopal chuzch of this Yrovinee has adopicd
permanent collections as onc source of income to
its Widows® and Oghans’ Fund—a scheme which
p.’odf:.ws 20 be successful; and shall that which

succeeds winh Epacopabiang, fal with Presby.
terians?  If the scheme depended solely on mins-
terw” zates, it would not only lese one impsrant
feature very cloguenily desenbed by a waterin the
Recond, in June, 1843, riz: gvmg the people at
large an sierest 2t £0 grood 2 work, and an oppor-
tanity of dischatging a very sacred duty—but it
would become so oppressive to ministess with fimited

_incames, 07 havig no immediate interest m the
fund. as 1o prove chjectonable, and promuse so
snall a return for the moncy lzid out by imdividuals,
s probably 1o prevent its ever gomg it eperation
atall. The combination of rates wath collect:ons,
will securo the object withent proving burdeasome
toany party.  The collectians are indeed supposed

. 82 be » permaacat tax on the congTegations ; butif

it be borne in mind that in 31 congregations—auc- :

inn exact propurtion to the rates. It may, how-

cordin 1o returns made inanswer to quenes, isucd | eves, be just, and at the sunze tane afiord o sumu.

by order of Synud, in June, 1816—the averaxe
number of members was within a fraction of 150
cuch, which would make the burden of raising a
collection of —suy L2 10s. in every such congrega-
tion-—only 4d. for each member : und of it be fur.
ther barue in mind that the entire field of private
henevolence is thus left untouched, so that it may
supplement any deficiency in the collections, the
neeessury funds for the seheme may sueely be very
easily obtuined ! The calculations of income are
ultozether muteh 'ower than these made,in articles
of cansiderable merit, which appeared in the Re-
cords of June, 1843, and May, 1316, It ouly re-
quires, therefare, that ministers, &c., who have a
tender intezest in the matter, do vnanimonsly agree
to the rates, and honestly und condially charse
themseives with the colles*"us, 1o accomplish the
olijrct at onee. An important benefit will assuredly
arcrue {rom csiablishing such a scheme, evenwpon
the very low estimate of income made : and the
probaubility is, that the result will prove the advan.
tame to be much greater than that appearing in the
estimate.

In order to carry out this scheme, it is further
propased that ministers and professors pay annually
separate rates ta the Widows' Fund, and the Or.
phans® Fund—that these rates be fived, but that it
be feft to the option of contributors to take a higher
or a lower rate of payment into the Widows® Fund ;
and that only one collection for both funds be an-
nual'y asked from cach congregation, but that pro-
vision be made by enactments that in no case shall
the sum to be returmmed by any minister, as such
callection, fall below a certain amount, say £2 10s.
for a congregation of a certain number, with a
settled minister, and moze in propartion to the
aumber of members in congregations, according to
a scale hereafter to be proposed.

1.—WIDOWS' SCHEME.

In Jane, 1317, there were on the Svnod’s Roll,
36 ministers and prof i 1848, the number
wiil be—say 63~or,

50 Musters, paying rates of £2 10s ......£125
13 do.  ond Professors, paying £5... © 73
60 Congregations, with Munsters,

30 collcctng annually, £2 10s.........
— 30
50 Congregations, without Minsters, £1 3s

120
5

£15
Deduct for Orphans® Fund, say £65, and there
will remam to the Widaws' Fund on annual sncoine
of £330, independently of interest.  Now, suppose
that all the prorccds, for the first five years, remam
entire, and accumulate at interest, there would be
realized, at the end of that penod, the sum of

L£2650—1kus:

Capital in 149, ... ..£3% 0 0
Taterest, at 6 per cent.
Proportionof cclicctions
and rates, cocercenees 35

s

000

lus to snssters 10 aim ut paying the ngher rate,
to fix the lower annnty at two thirds of the higher,
or the tugher, one hatf more than the lower.
‘Fhere ate at present, so fur as we know, no
persons who from their cireumstances would bo
entitled 10 benefit from the fund; und from the
present ages of the mujonty of our muustess, thers
13 u probability that the tund might gecunulute
even after the first five vears, at ulugherrute than
1s contemplated m ull circumstances.  But as it is
reasonable to suppoxe that i the course of t:me tho
nunber of widows may bear a propartion to the
number of contnbutors, equal to 1hut which has
been found to obtaur m other cases, we shall firse
assume that the full proportion of clunnants at any
tune expected, come upon the fund immedistely
upon the expiry of five veats {rom the commence-
ment.  “This, secordimg to our scale of distnbution,
would leave but a sinall bulance 10 go to the accu-
muating fund, but—as the strong probabiity is that
for several years, a very considerable part of tho
annual income will be m reserve for swelling the
capital—ave think it sufficient, on this first suppo-
sition, that the schemne promises 1o meet all probable,
or almost possible demands, and at the same tine,
with ull due regard to humamty and justice, pro-
vide for cconvimzing the cxpenditure, so as to
secure the future stalulity of the scheme. Now,
according 1o the report of the Widows® Fund of the
established Chureh of Scotland, i 1790, that is 46
years after us commencemient, tie propoition of
widows to contnbuters was 334 to 100 : According
to the Friendly Socicty of disseating numisters, it
was, in 18€2, shortly after ns estublishment, only
abont 18 to 1005 but m 151V 1t was found to have
tiseu 1o 25 to 100, “The compulsory nuture of the
one institation, compured with the voluntary nature
of the other, may pantly account for this ditivrence.
But striking an average of all these proporuons, we
have less than 23 per cent., or say one-fourth, as
the proport:on of widows to contributors. Assuming
thea, the number of widows {eft by misters and
professors at present i thus church, n five vears
from the ment of t:c sch to bs 16,
aud that 12 of the:mn are entuitled only to the lower
amity, and 1 to the lngher—(us these are the
proportionate numbers wihich we have supoosed to
pay the respective rates)—there will be found, ac-
cording to the scale of distnbution.hereatter to be
proposed, to be annwmties to them respectvely of
L25 and £37 10s. cach, with £33 t0 o for man-
agement, or to the accumulating fund.
INCOME, crenrenienncnierennienianenenns . -
12 Anunmties of £25 0 0— £330
4 do. of 3710 0U— 130

£450

Balance..c.cceeeeeeneneecen & 58
Or, 2econd, supposing that for five years after
distribmtion  begins, only holf the proportion of
widows ultimately expected shall be on the fuud,
and that their annuitics, instead of being £325 and
£37 10s., be £33 6s. £d. and L350 respectively—

6 Annuities, at £33 6 S...eviiiveee... 2200
2 do. at 50 0 0....... ceeueeee 100

£300
There tould remain a balance of £208, from

which deducting, say £38, for management, &c.,
the sum of £1350 would still be left, as an additicn

‘1o the stock already accumulated; and this sum

1y, with interest, wonld, in the space of five
years, rise to £1057, making the entire capital, ten
years hence—when it may be presumed that the
proportion of widows, 2o far 2s that can be ealeu.

Capital in 1850, ceevveiiiennmnenecnnees 82 7 0
Interest, at Gpereent. 468 0
Collections, &Cup veveeee 3300 0 thus:
Capital in 185); cecimniennenenneeee 1203 5 0
Interestyeee.... . 260
Collections, &&.poveeese 350 0 0
Capital in 1852, ceceenrvereninenaanneens 1662 1 0
INteTesty ceeecee ecsoncae ‘29 g
Collections, &¢op eeeeeee 330 0 0
Capital in 1853, vecvrncrncsaressssneseee 2142 0 €
Interestyeceennee . 12350
Collections, &coy voeeees 3300 0
£2650 53 0

Ttus, by 1854, there would be—besides an 2¢.
cumulated capital to the amount of £2142—an
annual income of L£308.

And then with regand to distribution: As the
income does not ariee cntirely from ministers’ rates,
but pethaps one-half of it from collections from the
people, it would not be fair to make the sannities

lated, will soon attain its medium height—L£3199.

Thus, when the annuities are lowest, the mini-
mum annuity will be ten fold the lower rate ; and
when they are highest, the meximum xanuity will
be ten fold the higher rate: whereas, it may be
remarked, the Free Chuich scheme, which does
not embrace collections, affords only 5§ fold the
1ate paid, and that, notwithstanding of entry
money and marriage tax, which are aleo exacted.
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After the finst five years, it is not likely that the
fund will rapudly wmerease. It muy, therelore, be
left for future deternation what amount 1t shali
never exceed—more particalarly when the peculiar
state of tnutters ut present, us to the existence ol
quahfied clannants, and the very speedy eatension
of the church, peeciude the propriety of legislating
for distunt tunes.

1.—ORPUANS’ SCHLNE.

Itis proposed to raiso & Fuud for making pro.
vision to the childien of deceased ministers und
professors, by duducting for cach minister and pro-
feesor a fixed sum from the collection made for the
genetal fund, and by cach minister and professor
paying annually a rate equal in amount to it, for
t.us object, in addition to his rate to the Widows'
Fuud proper.

In uscestaining the requisite sums, the committee
have been guided by conclusions_of other investi-
grators into such subjects, which they would now
brielly state.

‘Che Directors of the Friendly Society of dissent-
ing ministers, in 1339, remitted to Mr. Watson,
Acconutant, in BEdinbargh, “to muke full aud
s strict investigation into thic principles on which
ssthis socicty was founded, &c., with a view to
s ascertain, wnong other points, whether, on the
s prnc.ples on which the socicty was founded,
+ there was ground to comsider it us likely to be.
¢ come able 1o make any provision for the orphun
s chidren of its members”—and Mr. Watson
states, upon the cxpedence of the Ministers’
Widows' schenie, and that of the Schoolmasters of
Scotland, « that the prapoition of orphan famnilivs,
s comprizing clild.en below siateen, to the whole
« number of deaths among the members, has been
¢ found to b2 about C3 per cent., und the period for
¢ wwhich the aunuity 15 drawn by onc or other of
s the family to be six years”  But he does net
give the averagze number of children in exch
tamily ; and it would be fallacious here to tuke the
ordinury calenlation of 5 persous to a fumily, and
counclude that 3 might be regarded us the average
namber of children.”  Desides, without full statistics
of the ministess’ familics of our church, there is uo
meoans of approaching to accurucy of calcnlation
ncarer than by a rough gucss. Further, on this
branch of the subject, Mr. Law~—the authority
formerly veferred 1o —says, that *¢ the records of the
+ 0ld Fuud, and every other that I am acquainted
s¢ with, aze all very defective in regand to the binths
¢t and deathe of the childzen.  ‘T'he retumms which
s huve been reccived, no doubt supply this defect
«in some meusure.  Still it is necessary to nake
s¢ certain further suppasitions, in order to arrive at
4 5 conclusion, and which 1 have endeavoured to
¢ o in the most favonrab’e manuer that the cuse
 admits «f, with a view to the future stability of
¢ the fund.”’  In the absence of the necessary sta.
tistical information, thezefore, the commitiee avail
themselves of the conclusion at which Mr. Low
arrived, nawely, that * as an equivalent for £2 per
* annuen, paid by cach member, it will be safe to
4 hold out 10 cach child an annuity of £10~10
# commence at the fathes's death—to be increased
¢ t6 £15 on the death of the Jast surviving parent,
“aud to ccase on the child attaining the age of
¢ eightecn™; and assuming that if there be any
dificrence in the chanee of life for the young, be-
tween those bam in Scotland aud these born in this
country, it will be fonrd to be against the latter,
and, therefore, in favour of the application of the
scheme 5 they would recommend this part of the
Free Church scheme eatire, asaffording a promising
means of making provision fur the support of chil-
dren of dereased ministers and professors of this
church—only that £1 for cach minister and pro-
fessor is to be derived from the congregational col-
Icctions, and, therefose, that cach nember pay one
pound oaly as his e to this fund, out &' Lis
personal property.

CONSTITUTION, AND RULTE AND REGULATIONS OF THE
SCHENE TOR MAKING TROVISION TO THE WIDOWS
AXD CHILDREN OF TIIE MINISTERS AND FPROTESSOR
OF TIE PRESBITERIAN CHURCI! OF CANADA.

The general scheme thall embrace twosepanate
and distinct departments—thc one for mnzking pro-
vition to the Widows of Ministess and Profcssors of

the Presbyterjun Chureh of Canadu, to by entitled | increuse the capital stock, exeept when thuse ene
*Ihe Widows' Scheme,” and the other, for mukang | tiled to rebicl shall be 20 nuncnns as to reduce
provision to the catdsen of such Muusters and ¢ the lower annudy beluw L£25, 1 whdh case aa
Professors. to be entitied * The Orphany’ Scheme” | inuch of the entie pocecds of the year os niny by
1. Presbytenes shull see that all the congrega- | necesaary to make it ap to that aum, shisl! be avails
tions orgatised within their bounds—both thuse | able for datnbuton But if at auy tne thete bo
having and these not haviag mnasters settled—do, | 3o fow cdastus ngon the fuad as to rase the propors
after due mtunation given, make an anvual collec | tonate allowance ol those entitled to the higher
tion on or before tho tinst day of February m each | annuty 10 more than ity pouads, the sum
vear, i behalf of the gencrat Fund.  Aud. fathig j of £30 only shall be pivens, aud ull the remaitmg
to reahise by this means the amount of L2 10s,, the | mcome shall go to sl tue cap tal
muuster of each charge shall engayre tumsell, by £ The tutal tcume of 2o Orphans' Fund
oblaung subscuptions from pervons facadly to the § shall be avadablc 8o lar as ¢ ssary v the fisst,
cause, or otherwise 10 transtuit to e treasarer, | to make up an allvnance of uoe twue thae £10
alone with Ius owa rate, the =um of L2 10s, uty annually tu cach cluld —to by cteased to £13 at
least, of s congregation do not exceed 150 mem-  the death of the Tast survaing parant, and to bo
bers; and of they exceed 150, and yet be under ; contmued il they seach the age of Galiteen years,
200, hie shull transmit ut least L35 and for every | Bataf the total mcome be ot requured to make up
hundred that they shall exceed 200, and additional § such allowance, the scmanador, tog ther with .
pound, ns, L3 for a charge contanung 300 mem- | terest, and such surplasses as gsay anse from year
bers—L for one contamng UV, and so on. 1o year, shall furmn au accwulaliay fund, unul it
2. All Munsters und Professors of this Chureh | be requized, in terms of the precedii,g part of this
shall pay wto the Widuws' Fund at the rte of | article, or untl the Syned shall sec cause to alter
2 1Us. or £3 per annum—the widows of those y the propertion of distnbutia. .
who pay the lagher rate to be entuitled to an an- 9. A Widow cuntzacter marnage after being
nwity of onc-lialf more than the widows of thore | cntutled to the benefit of the fuud, shall thereby
who pay the lower rate; or. the sanuity of the ¢ forfort all right to any aunady or otlier affowance
latter to be two-thirds of the former, 2o that of the | from the fund, from and aficr the pusod of the ane
annuty 1. the one c.se be L35, 1t shall i the | nual return unmmnediately procedin? sued marrage,
other be £37 1vs., and so on i proportion. And { unless and untl she slall beconie agaaa entathod as
the rate at fisst adepted by any Munster or ro- | the widow of another muasies o prus ssor of this
fesaor shall i no case be atterwards exchanged for | clurch , and no waduw shall in any case draw more
the other, except i that of one finst adopting the | than one sunuty al one tane.
lower rate and wishing to be upon the hugher,upon | 10. i the vvent of any Master or P'rofussor of
fus paying up the bubince of the lugher rate, with | this Church ceastng to I a Manstes of Professor of
mterest fur all the years from the commencement § smd Chuzch by resignation, d pasacon, or - any
of the scheme, or the tune of lus beconung & muus- | other manacr of way, tshadl, e less, be in
tor or profussor of thus church, if subsequenttothat ¢ lus power to uphuld and Counaue the nghit and
dute.  And every Munster and Professor, shall, § 1aterest of lus widow aud caddocn to paticipate in
bisides his annual rate 10 the Widows® Fuad, pay— | the benefit of the fund, by wahing regulas anmial
at the same tune, 121 the manmr, and subject 1o payment 0 the treasarr, o8 oths party daly au-
the penaity, ceasure and forfesture hereafter to be § thonzed by bun to recene the sune, of the sunaal
specified—thie sum of L1 annually, to fozm a Fund | contrbutivns 1o dwth dupatiucs  of tie schemes;
for provision to the cluldren of deceased Minustess | bat wath aad andef Lic 2atin piv ws aa that app'is

and Professors of this Church.

3. Each Munnter and Professor shall pay his |
anaaal rates into the Treasurer’s hands cuch year,
on or betore the first day of March, otherwise - |
terest at the rate of per cent will bo charged
for the tunc that they remiun unpaid after that
date; and of any Manster and Professur shall neg- ¢
lect payment for two full years, he shall sulject
hinself to the ceusize of the Synod for a violaon
of 1ts wyunctions ; and if the admomtious of his
brethren have no effect, he shall from that period

case to have any claun to the money which he
has paid sto the funds, and forfeit for ever all privi-
legzes ansing from them, exceji upon the grace of
the members, and his payg a2 fine of £—~, with
all arrcars and interest thercon.

4. Entrants iuto the ministry in this church
after the commencament of the schicime, shall pay
their rates to the Widows' Fund for five vears ; or,
in the event of their deceaso within that pennd, the
full term of five years from the first payment shall
clapse before their widows be cutitled to any bene.
fit from the fund.

5. ‘The sum of £a for cach member of the
Scheme shail bo deducted from the collections an-
nually, which, together with e rates paid into the
Osphans’ Fund, shall form theinceme of said funt.
‘The remander of the collecuons, together with
rates paid 120 the Widows® Fund, shail consutute
the income of the latter fund. And all casual
revenuc shall go to cither, as directed by donoss,
&c., or, 1 the absence of any direction on the
subjeet, be cqually divided between the two funds.

6. The fuuds of the Scheme shall be vested i
such sccuntics as the majonty of members at the
annual mecting of Synod shall judge most chgible.

7. The Widows™ Fund shall be allowed to ac-
cumulate 2t nterest for five years from the fint
payments, without any part of them dunag that
tune bemng available for distnibution.  After the
cxpiry of said tetin of five years, the iatcrest of the
accamulated fund, together with two.thirds of the
sum rsed by collections and annual rates for cach
salscquent year, shali become dixposable income—
the other tlurd of the collections and rases to go to

cable 10 1mtasters and prfissais belonging to this
chuzch, (acc.rding to Astcle S,.

16 Pasmat of anaud o> suall be made belore
the Istday ot May i cach year, and of not directly
wto the bands of e aenidants. or of pesons duy
autaonsed 0 act for tawn, by maws of Bauk
orders trrasmutted to the caic 0 pa.tics apponted
by the aanudaats, acd apeiusad by Lk coaunittes
whoshall supenntend thy uiana Jeucat of the fund ;
and those urdess shall bu pay able at a centamn place,
of which wtanation muast e ginvea to the trcasurer
betore the amuuty cau e pawd. The pa.ty autho-
nscd 80 to act, shall alw see that the annutant
grant a recept for the swn pad, aad tha, sad re-
ceipt be duly forwarded to the Tieasurer. Aud
further, children’s annuities shall be payable to
thair natural, fegal, or authonsud guard.ans, only
on the commuttee’s L.ang satusfied that such aunui-
tics will be adnnnistcred s1th a dae regard to the
best mterests of the clildrea. 1o other circum-
stances, the commitee shall deede us to whom
the ununity shall be payable.

12, Annuitics shall cease from tenin of pavment
pnmediately precediug the deccase of any widow
or chuld ; or from that umincdiately preceding the
date at which auy child shall reach the age of
cighteen vears cotpleac.

13. ‘There shall be a Treasater appotuted by tho
Synod, who shall mve sccunty to the ..usfaction
of that Court to the amounut of £ , and said
Treasurer shall have as annual salur; of L—.

14. “The'duties of the Treasurer shall be to re-
ceive and manage all the funds of the schieme, and
10 P2y out annnilies, subject to the rules and regu-
lauous laud down, aud tolay a ful statcmient of all
tus proceedmgs before the Syuud cach year at its
Annual Meeting.

13. There shinll be a Comnittee of Management
appainted frons 3car 10 scar by the Sinod, whoso
duty it shall L. to take a ge.cral and stnct super-
wtendence of both departincnts of the Scheme,
between the mectings of Sy nuwd—10 decide on ap-
phications for relicl, until the ¢mnion of the Synod
be vbtamned, of the case e dvubtful—to aid the
Treasurer i an} emergensy, nath ther counsel—




126

THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

and to examine the I'reasurer’s books und vouchens
after the affains of the year ate closed in Muy, nud
report thereon fully and responsibly to the Synod.

16, Presbytery clesks shull be enjoned to for-
ward to the I'rensuter of the Fund, withi
days after the fint mecting of the Presbytery, in
the yeuran wlieh the scheme comes anto opera-
tion,—u list of ull the Mimsters und Profescors
within the bownds, with the smount of their re-
spective rates, and therr condition, whether mursicd
or unmarried, us ulso the nunther and ages of their
children.  And ut the same period of each year
thezeafter, all changes wade amony the same by
births, deaths, and mamages, or additions through
extension of the ehureh  “L'he expence of ull cor-
respondence possibly counected with ascertaining
the same to be borne by the members individually
concerned,

16. ‘Ihe Synod <hall see that the operations of
the Seheme be carefully mvestigated every seven
vears ; and ift rause appear for any alteration, it
shall be competent for them to alter and adjust the
proportionate payments us eaperience may dictate,
snd the maintenance of the stability of the Fund
Ay requise.

1R, I case any difference or dispute shall arise
in relation to the Fund or its affairs, or with respect
to the true import and meaning of those rules and
segulations, brtween the Comnnittee of Manage-
ment and the Annuitants, or any party or parties
connected, or claiming to he connected therewith,
or interested therein, every such difference or dis-
pute shall br determuned by the Synod, with the
advice of such counsel s they may choose 1o calt
in, and their determination shall be final and con-
clusive: it being hereby declared a conditionof the
claim of any purty as widow or child under any
departinent of the scheme, (subject te which con-
dition alone such claim shall be competent)s that in
the event of any such difference or dispute, the
cluimant shall acquicsce in such determination.

CIHALMERS.

The following interesting incidents in the life of
Chalners are from the Southern Presbyterian
Review:— .

Wo cannot realize the change in Dz, Chalmers
better than by perusing the following extract from
his first publication—longe since out of print—in
which he repelled the opinon of Professor Playfair,
that Clergyanen had not tune to become adepts in
science. It is pluin from the whole tone and bear-
ing of this first pamphlet, that when it was written
and published Chaliners had no notion that any
dictinction that he might attam to in the world
would ever be derived {rom, or connected with, his
clerical ciaracter.

o ¢The author of this pamphlet,’—~Chalmers
here writes with the honesty and intrepidity which
were part of his being,—* the author of this pam-
phict can assert from what to lim is the highest of
2l authority, the authority of his own experience,
that, after the satisfactory discharye of his parish
duties, & minister may cnjoy five day's in the week
of uninterrupted leisure, for tho prosccution of any
scictice in which his taste may dispose him to en-
gage.  In as far, then, as the commaud of time is
cancemicd, 1t will be difficult to find a situation in
the country more favorable to the free and unin-
termipted exercise of the understanding.  Mr.
Playiair inay smile contempt when 1 say that 2
clergyman is more favorably situated for the suc-
cessful prosccution of the mathematies than a
wmathematical professor.  For one half of the year
" the professor has three differcnt classes to attend to,

and we apprchiend that the fatigues and the prepa-
rations of teaching will be found to leave little ime
aud less energy for theso higher excrcises of his
mind which arc to add to the stock of his informa-
tion, and to raisc him above the level of his present
scquirements, A minister has five days in the
week for his own free and independent cexertions.”

¢ And then he cxpatiates for 8 couple of pages
ore upon the  almost no consumption of intellec-
tual effort’ which there i in the peculiar employ-
ments of a parish minister™

Subseguently to this period Dz, Chalmers wareo

far smitten with the warlike spirit that prevailed
us to enrol in a volunteer corps, and u very curivus
attecdote 15 told, of the astonishment created on one
veeasion by tus rapid trunsition from his clerical to
s imilitary character, on a Sabbath day.

Such way Chalmers in his spiritual character ut
Fthe age of twenty-five, and us the minister of
Kihaaoy.

‘Twenty years after this, when at the height of
his influence us an evangelical leader, he was
twitted in the General Assembly with a reference
teo his former views and habits. ¢ It was,” suys
Mr McKeuzie, “in n debate on the question of
piuralities, or union of a pasoral charge with an
aciademical chair, in the General Assembly of May,
1825, in which Dr. Chalmers wannly espoused the
negative side, that a clergyman of the opposite
party, in order to convict him of inconsistency,
charged hitn with the authorship of this pamphlet,
and quoted the above, along with other sentences
from it. Every eyo in the crowded house and
overtlowing gallery was fixed upon De. Chaliners,
who sat ummoved till his assailant had concluded
his harangue.  As soon as he had ended, he arese,
and for a few moments the silence or intense ex-
pretation suspended the gazing audience. In his
reply, which was instant and overflowing, Dr.
Chalmers acknowledgred that it was Lis production §
and after explaining the circumstances which had
called it forth, ho said iv reference to the sentunent
thercin expressed, ¢ Alas! sir, so I thought in my
ignorance wund pride. I have now no reserve in
declaring that the sentiment was wrong, and that
in giving utterance to it I penned what was most
outrageously wrong. Strangely blinded that 1
was! What, sir, is the object of mathematical
science? Maguitude, and the proportions of mag-
nitude. But, then sir, T had forgrotten two tnagni-
tudes. 1 thought not of the littleness of tine, I
recklessly thonght not of the greatuess of eternity I

¢ It was,” suys the writer in Frazer's Magazine,
“ humbly yet profoundly spoken, for the speaker
felt, while the words fell from his lips, that he was
acquitting himself nobly, and lifting himself to an
immeasurablo height, cven while thus assuming
the tone and attitude of sorrow and self-condemna-
tion, above his humiliated zssailant.  We never
witnessed any effect of cloquencelike that produced
by those few solemn sentences, thus finnly and
dignifiedly pronounced, in circumstances that would
have covered most men with abashment and con-
fusion. ‘I'hey were followed by an universalstorm
of applause, in the midst of which the ashamed
and mortificd blunderer, whose vulgar abuse had
been so manfully encountered and so splendidly
repelled, endeavoured in vain to make himself
heard, cven i apology for the lucklessonset.  Iis
voice, repeatedly raised, was so often drowned in
an outery of aversion and disgust.”

We copy the following interesting article from
¢ the Presbyterian of thr West”:—

From Rev. Henry Venn's Memoirs.

The following paper was drawn up by Mr. Venn,
for tho usc of his son, about the year 1792, It was
entitled:

THE MISTAKES INTO WHICH YOUNG
MINISTERS ARE APT TO FALL.

T have too much reason to think the success of
my ministry was much impcded from the following
causes:

1. Scveral bad consequences, I judgze, might
have been prevented entirely, or in & great mea-
sure, among my people, had I taken care frequently
to let them know how greatly. I stood in need of
their pravers, that the Spitit of God might be given
to tcach me %0 to preach 2s to do them good, and
to make me fecl more love for their souls If X
had also often pressed them to consider how great
a charge was laid upon me, and what a solemm
account I was to give of the doctrine 1 delivered
to them, and of the awful relation there was be-
tween them and mysclf.  These things 1 did often
allude to, and even bricfly mention. 1t would have
been better had T dwelt often upon theee subitets;

becaune the flock listen, with peculiar attention,

when their pastor proves the care and affection
which he owes themj and when hie solicits thour
prayers, that nothing may be wanting, on his part,
which may promote their present and eternal wel.
fare. At the same time, u full eaplanation of tho
duty of o pastor towands Ius fluck, is the means of
raising their esteem for him, und 2 more carnest
attention to his word.

2. I should have set before my people the coms’
mand, addreseed to nll believers, ¢ to esteem very
liighly i love™ thore who lubor amony them in tho
word and doctrine, ¢ for their work’s sake " and
have shown them what they owe to them, us the
instruments, i the hand of God, by wlhich ther
souls are saved ; und proved from hence, that they
would po dircctly contrary to thair duty, if they
should slight thair munstry 3 much more should
they forsake it.

1 did not choose to treat on these subjects, from
an apprehension that I should be thought to aim at
pre-eminence, and al bnngmg them mto subjecuon
to mysclf.  But there would have been no dificulty
in proving the good which would follow from a just
esteem of the munster of Chnst—thic wisc ends for
which he had required ity and a behaviour voud of
all arrogance and self-exultation would have shewan
plainly 1o them, thut I mmed at nothing but their
profit and salvation.

3. After my hearers began to taste the good
word of God, und the powers of the world to come,
I neglected to point out to them the several ways
in which spintual pnde aud self-conceit will begn
to work—Uliow ready they will be to conclude they
have much grace, when it 1s not certam they have
any ; how highly they will think of their own gifts,
if they can pray with ferves and fluency, and
speak with great readiness of wicrance ; how soon
they are tempted to behave themscelves unseemly,
by aboundmg i their own sense of things—obsti-
nately contending for their own opinion, and their
own way in every thing, in opposition to old disci-
ples, and their own teacher, who have had so much
more experience 3 with what a hasty and unchar-
itable spirit they will censure this or that person, for
any thing they happen to dishke in thein; whilst
they are little humbled for all the evil they have
done, or the munifold corruptions of their own
hiearts.  If T had particularly poiunted out these
things, they might have been stirred up to watch
and guard agamst them 3 aud others would have
perccived the wrong apitit workwig in them, when,
as novices, puffed up by their fleshly mind, they
were speaking to corrupt others.

4. I'was no less to blame for not pointing out,
how men enlightened, but not converted, are
always the first to create disturbatces about things
of no importance, instead of confining their aticu-
tion to the grand and fundamental doctrines of
Christ, and the fruits they are to produce. I
should have proved that it 1s sloth, and love of sin,
and a dislike to take pains in tho mortification of
every corrupt temper, which really, though imper-
cepibly, lcad men to mako trifles appear great
matters.  ‘Thus, the points in difference between
us and Dissenters—whether a Form of prayer in
public worship always the same, or onc left to the
minister—whether persons are to be admitted to the
the Lord’s Supper without giving in their experi-
ence, or not—are made subjects of debate, which
unsettle men in their judgments, draw off the at-
tention from the evil of sin, the salvation of Christ,
and the nccessity of holiness; make inen captious
in their spirit, so that they lose their love for cach
other, and the concern they began to fecl to walk
worthy of the gospel of Christ. 1 should have
marked the nse and progress of this bad spirit, as
the cffeet of pride, and the devico of Satan; and
appealed to their own conscience, whether thise
things did not hinder their communion with God,
and destroy their peace.

5. Ineglected to be large and full in describag
the Jamentable consequences of division and sepa-
ration, amongst a people awakened, 2nd called to
the knowledge of Christ, hy His minister—how
separation and division lead wmen to concludo no
one can certainly determine what the faith of Christ
is; and that they serve no bétter purpose than to
cause variances and janglings without end—than
to perplex and stumble the weak in feith—and
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give the ungodly occasion to boast, that passions !
and prejudices are nowhere less subdued lhunf
amoug the most religious. By tlus means, the !
gospel iy judged to be of little use to mankind ;!
thongh so much extolled by those who preach, and :
those who profess to receive ity ns the Gospel of ¢
peuce, which transformeth men into the image of
the God of peace and love.

G. T was guilty also of a great neglect, in not
wstructing my people more frequently and fuily
concenuug the danger of prefernng and exalung
the ordwance of preaching, to the spintual worship |
of Gud 1 the congregation, which 1s the great end )
the gospel, when recewved, should produce—how |
men decewve themselves and gneve the Spint of
God, who are eager to hear, and expect a blessing
from heanng, when they have been idle and Jukes
warm i confessing thewr sinfuluess, or in their
pettions for grace and. knowledge ; and without
importumty, und bowels of mercy, m makumg in.
tercesston 3 and voud of alt grattude to God, when
prasse as offered up to thm for all His mercies—
that the exercise of these affections, habitually and
comfortably, 1z much beyond hicaring the best ser-
mons, and a full proof we arc born of God. Yet
how cvident ss tius want of this spiritual worship,
in those who call themselves believers in Christ!
WWhat a mamfest drowsiness and stupidity, and a
harduness of heart, prevail amongst professors in
generat!  Hence, God beng so little honored in
the worship offered to His Divine Majesty, His
Spint 1s withdrawn ; the word preached is not made
effectual, but generally 13 a dry, insipid thing to
the greatest part of the hearers, after the novelty
ceases, as they themselves confess,

7. 1 an conscious, also, that I did not press, as
1 ought to have done, upon professors, how much
it wus their duty, as they received the knowledge
of the things of God themselves, and had ability, 10
begin to work tozether with theirninister. 1ought
to have told ithem plamnly, and constantly, how
little good, in comparison, could be done by ono
man, as a teacher of the truth § or by his conversa-
tion, or visiting the poor, the ignorant, or the
afllicted ; that this ought to be regarded, as it was
in the Churches planted by the Apostles, as the
c n and indi ble duty of every man pro-
fessing godliness 3 that they be diligent among their
naghbors i these works and labors of love 5 that
the muuster is to be considered as the officer, .
deed, who gives the word of command, and takes
the lead in all good works s but that all the people
of God, like soldiers under him, must fight against
the common enctny—must take pains in difiusing
Tight and kuowledge, and showing all compassion
towards those thatarc ignorant and out of the way,
and iv endeavoring to bring them to the knowledge
of the Truth. I should have shown them that, on
many accounts, private christians are fitted to ex-
hort, and mstruct and reprove, those of their own
agoe and condition ; as this is an affecting proof of
fove to them, is more likely to stir them up toseck
for knowledge, when they see others besides the
preacher are acquainted with Divine things, even
men who had no better education than themselves;
whereas the greater part excuse their ignorance,
supposing the poor, and ull who have to work for
their bread, have no time to gain knowledge. The
very few who have love and zcal thus to come
forth, to help in promoting the salvation of souls,
find that God blesses them for their good will to.
wards their fellow-creaturces, and with such sacri.
fices He is well pleased.

8. 1shall mention only one mistake more ; which
was, in my way of talking 1o persons always full
of doubts and {ears and uncasiness, and never com.
forted. I ton readily concluded this arose from a
1ight and deep seuse of their corruptious, and great
defects in obedicnce, and not putting their whole
trust in Christ. But generally, as Mr. Baxter cb.
eerves, such persons are indolent, and not fully per-
sunded of the certainty of an eternal Heaven and
Hell—that their souls are at stake, and they must
be up and doing. T ought faithfully to have put
the question to them, whether the love of money
did not rule in their hearts, and was their confi-
dence; whether they were not shutting up their

“bowels of compassion towasde their distressed end

suffermg fellow.chnstians ¢ and whether tis was
not the cause of ther walking on  datkness.—
‘F'lug, 1am persunded, 18 generally the cases bee
cause the promse of hyht, and great consolation
aud jov m God, and prozpenty of soul, 18 made to
those who are of aloving und bountiful spant.—See
Isaiabs viji. 6-11.

To the Lditor of the Record.

Rev. axp Dear Siny—Knowing that the Pres-
byterian Chinrch of Canada takes a hvely interest
n the welfare of tho young, it may not be thought
too much 1f 1 crave space m your fortheowm.ng
nwnber for an wtanatiun relative to the Canada
Sunday School Uon.

*I'lus institution has now been in existence eleven
years, and has been much blessed to many parts
of the Province, both i the cast and west

Tts objeets are to promote the cstablishinent of
Sabbath Schools wherever it is deemed practicable,
and to encourago and strcugthen thoso already in
existence. In order to ctlect theso objects, it
mamtains a  correspondence with the various
schools, and distributes library and other suitable
books, at a cheup rate, uud, in particular cascs,
gratuitously.

‘The Society is composed of members of all
evangehecal denonnnations 5 and schools, in con-
nexton with them, afl receive aid from it.

Itts to be regretted that the Socicty has not
all along had an agent travelling throughout the
country to promoto its objects. It is also to be ro-
gretted that no town, save Mountreal, hus yettaken
up the causo of the Society, or done anything to-
wards its support ; and tho assistance got from tho
country settlements (which alono derive benefit
from the Association) has been exceedingly trifling.
Hence, the progress made has been small, com-
pared with what might otherwise have been
expected.

‘I'ho Committee of the Society have requested
mo to undertako the agency of it fora few months :
especially that I may visit the towns and principal
villages in the western part of tho Province, and
endcavonr to obtain their co-opcration in the good
work, by the formation of brauch associations, or
otherwise.

I expect to commence the work this weck, and
(if ime peninat) to visst the followmng places, viz :—
By town, Smith’s Falls, Perth, Brockville, Prescott,
Gunanogque, Kingston, Napauce, Picton, Belle-
ville, Cobonrg, Port Hope, Peterboro’, Darlington,
Oshawa, Toronto, Oakville, Hamilton, Brantford,
Woodstock, London, St. Thomas, Niagara, and
St. Catherines.

I am sure that the ministers and members of the
church, of which your periodical is the organ, will
readily concur in the object of my mission; and
heartily go along with brethren in Christ, of other
denominations, in secking the salvation of the little
ones of Canada.

1 shall be happy to give any information in my
power respecting courses of cxercises fitled for
Satbath classcs, and the mode of conducting euch
classes, to partics desining it.

My instructions will be found in the next num-
ber of the Missionary and Sabbath School Record
to which I refer for particulars.

Humbly yours,
JAMES NISBET.

Montreal, May 22, 1848, .

Miscellancous.

s aanl

Masesrrrep Staves—The Rev. Mr. King, 2
Scotch minister, from Canada West, lias just pass.
¢d through this city, from the South, taking with
him fourteen colored people, to whom he chl beir
by marriage. He takes them to Canada, that he
may thers find them a home, and sccure to them
cducation and religious instruction.  Although
several of them had becn in his posscssion four or
five yeurs, he had been unable, until notw, to re-
move them from Louisiana, and manumit them,
because they were connected by marriage with
others not within h's reach—Gincinnati Preeby.
terian. ) : 4

Tue Fresen Revowytiox~—~ReNanxasix Pro-
rurricst. Interenetatiox.—Under this head the
Scottish Press quotes some stnking passages from
« An Egnstolary Discourse concerning the Rise and
Fall of the Pupacy, by Robert Fleming, V.D.M.,”
fimt pubinhed so far back as the year 1701, in
wiich the author, interpreting the 1260 apocalyptic
years, apphes the prophecy with which. they ato
connected to the timt French Revolution, beginning
m 1794, when * the fourth vial will end, aud the
fifth commence by a new mortification of the Pa-
pacy,” and also to ** the final penod of Papal usur-
pations, suprposing that hie dud nise i the year 606,"
which, he calenlates, * must conclude with the
year 1548 Tho following s certamly remark-
able : = "'he fifth vial, ver. 10, 11, which is to be
poured out on the scat of the beast, or tho domin-
ions thut more immediately belong to, and depend
upon the Roman Sce; that, Tsay, this judgment
will probably begin about 1794, and expire about
AL 115, So that the duration of i, upon this
suppasition, will be for the space of filty-lour years.
For I do suppose, that scemg the Pope reccived
the title of Supreme Dishop no sooner than An.
606, he cannot be supposcd to have any vial pour-
cd upon lus seat immediately (0 as rum his aus
thority so signally as this judgment must be sup-
posed to do) untl the year 1848, which 1s the date
of the 1260 yeurs in prophetical account, whea
they are reckoued from An. 606,  But yet we are
not to unagine that this vial will totally destzoy the
Papacy (though it will exceedingly weaken it) for
we find this stll 1n being and alive, when the next
vial is poured out.”

NOTICES.

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERY.

The Presbytery of Toronto will meet in Torento,
on the first Wednesday (7th} of June.

‘The Presbytery of Hamilton +=ill meet at Hamil.
ton, on Tuesday, the 20th day of June, at 9
o'cleck, am.

D e

SYNOD.

The Synod of tho Preahyterian Church of Canada
meets at Toronto, on Wednesday, the 21st day of
Juno next, to bo opened with Serinon by the Mo-
derator, at seven P. M.

3 Mausters or Elders, on arrival in the City,
are requested to call at the houses of Dr. Burns, o¢
Principal Gale, Academy Buldings, Ontario Ter-
race.

———————

To our Reaprra—The July number may be
delared for a few days, that wo may give an &g
coun! of the proceedings of Synod.

———t

ReEMITTANCES 8iNCE OUR LasT.—Owen Sound ;
Bytown; Picton; Perth; Ramsay; N. George-
town ; Beckwith ; Kingston.

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO KNOX'S MONU.
MENT.
Dr. Bums.iviiiiiiniiienanes vereresensasas
Robert Christie, Esquire, St. Goorge,
Dumfries, C. W. .......... ‘ evene warene

Alex. McGlashan, Treasurer
James Dallas, Onllia ........
Frederic Dallas, do ..
Heary Litster, Oro ...
John McKinley, Orillia..
Daniel McCallum, Oro..
George Tudhope, do. ..
Wm. Rutherford,
John Hare,
John Thomson,
Walter Tudhope,
John McFatlen,

o a
o
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THIZ ECCLESIASTICAL AND

MISSIONARY RECORD.

The receipt of the ubove has been duly acknow.
ledged by Arclibuld Bonar, Esg Duuker, Udin-
burgh, by letter to De Bums, ot ‘Foronto.
Rev. Win. Rintoul puid per Bryce,

MeMurrich und Co wovvvenirrnnnennnn. £1

e e e,

KNOX'S COLLEGE.
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+ 19, Lachute, per Rev. W Henry £4 15
April 1 Fork Mills, per And. Me-
Glushon, .. FOTOTTP S |
May 12. York Mills, per Jubn Hogg, 3 6
o 15, Alexander McGlushan,...... 2
«w 6. Fergus, per Rev. G. Smelhe, 7
o 10. Grafton Femule Association,
per Rev. Reidye oonnennene. 10
o 11, Bradford & \W. Gwillunbury 10
Spencerville, per . Millur, 3
Ecfrid and Mosa, per Rev.
Sutherland, ccoeevienenns e 20
s 19, Adam Geddes, 3 subscription 0
Nuagura, per Geo. Blu, oo §
Dundas and Ancaster, per
Rev. Mr. Starkyeooone.. 14
West Flambro', per Mr
Wardrope, eeesseness
Cauledon, West, £3 10 2
Ditto, Bast, 3 9 4
- Lrin, 112 6
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Tuckersmith p'r W. Graham
John Laidiaw, Toronto......
Oro, per Geo. Tudhope, ... 3

“From Vanklcek Hill and Lochiel, per
Dr. McGilvray, ... v eeneens L8
From Cavan, per M \\’uddx:ll. ...... .7
«  Streetgville, per Mr. Luidlaw, .. 12
«  Peterboro’y per Wi Hull, Esq, 15 0
J. McMunricu, Treasurer.

Toronto, 22ud May, 1848,
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COLLECTIONS AT FORT SARNIA.

M. Cameron . verereestseresnnenses £3 0 O
A Young .. . % 10 ©
A Voo 210 0
"J. Robesison .. 100
J. Kintoft weveee one . 0100
——DBuchanan . . 010 0
T Vida! woeeeenee . 011 0
——McEwen . . 0 5 0
P. McEwen ... .0 30
H. McRenzic... . 0109
R. McKenzie ... . 076
——Houston ... 0 50
W. Clark .. 0 50
J. Clark.... .0 § 0
A. Lcc‘sl,. g D g
‘J. Boyd..... 5
————l)lolmcs‘. ..... 0 2 6
e ATNOM. e e e sersranrenesananstasieentee 05 0
A. Whit2law ... .02 6
A. Blackio ..... .05 0
F. Bluckie.... . 050
——Bell...... . 050
J. Watson.. . 026
———GTaY .. . 026
J. Welch...... . 050
J. Carruthers ... 013
Mrs. Stevenson... <05 0
Mrs. Symington.. .0 50
E. Dougant ceuceense . 050
AWV McA...... . 010 0
Collections coeeeisssansssssminsssiirasnns 4 6 3

—_— £3210 0
WALTOLE.

AW Bethune. .o cvecieesercenesisisranese X0 53 0
Mrs. Bethune...... . 05 0
Sarah Wilson ..... 013
Alex. Bethune . 0 0 7}
Wm. Bethune....... 0 0 7%
Christina Bethune .. 00 73
Jeabella Bethuno ... 0 0 7%
ienry Fleming .. 050
Mrs. Fleming... 0 2 6
John Hastie ... 026
Mre. Hastie.o o oonivonecnisesmnenes §° 2 6

WALFOLE. (Continued)
M Mitehell ... L L0 2 6
Joseph Abrahenn .. . 05 0
Archibald Weir coiivievennen. .02 6
Archibald Campbell.... e 026
John Wilkie ... . .. 026
John Straith ... .. 02 6
‘Thomas Wigging .. . 0 2 6
David Caldwell ... e 026
David McCorney.. . 026
James Steaith ... W 0 26
Betsy Amet ... . 026
Johg Donaldson ... .05 0
Jahy Donatdson, Jv 013
Margaret ‘Thompson ... 013
Alexander ‘Thompson . 01 3
Jemet Kemuedy.oooeiiieeniereiieneenes 013
P
KNOX'S COLLEGE MUSEUM.

An Indias Stone Gouge, from Mr. Donald, of

Dalhousic, per Rev. Win. Rintoul.

R ]
SYNOD FUND.

Collection Knox's Church, Hamilton,

per James Davidson, Esquaeeinanae £6 0

Proceeds of Sale of Rev. Mr. Baynes’
pamphlet, per D. McLellan, Esq,
Hamilton, ... ..ceeees rreeeaienrens

Sale of Minutes of Synod, perdo ...

Collection Knox's Church, ‘I'oronto,
per John McMurrich, Bsq.y woveeeee. 8

Joux Latoraw, Teasurer.
D e

HOME MISSION FUND.

2 0
1 9
Do. do. per Rev'd.
Messrs. Stark, Meldrum & M'Gregor 0 13 0
Ramsay Congregation collection, per
the Itev. W. G. Johnstoney cooveeee.s 1 8 5
Do. do. per
Sale of Mr. Baynes® pamphlet,...... 112 1
0

Township of King, per Alex. Thom-

son, Esquire, ... ... Yeiectrrcseenne 512 6
Brudford and West Gwillimbury, per
Mr. McConkey, ... . vieneeee 5130

Strectsville, per J. Paterson, Esqu s 16 0 0

Adocrtiscaments, -
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Fresh Supply of Books for Sale

Y
D. McLELLAN, KING ST., HAMILTON.
s D
Free Church Pulpit, complete, 3 vols., Svo. 26 3
Uethenngton's History of the Church of
Scottand...eveeenanes .9 4
Westminster Assembly... 2 6
Minister’s Famiily .oeeoevee. 4 83
Dr. Duncan's Sacred Philosophy of the
Seasons, 3 VOl civcieiertaciiassnieacenes L1 2
Memoirs of Mary L. Duncan..... - 39
Farnbull’s Genius of Scotland ...... cesesne 6 3
Dr. Chulmers’ Complete Sermous, 2 vols.
8 VO ceiis irvnricinenne .15 0
——— Lectures on the Romans, 1 vol. 9 43}
Dr. McCric's Life, by his Soneeieceeiennns . 73
Haldane on the Romauns, completeinl vol. 15 0
Dr. Hill's Divinity «oceveeeennen. cevenenees .. 12 6
Dr. Robinson's Rescarches, &c.y 3 vols.... 33 9
Hornt's Introduction, complete in 1 vol... 25 0
Dr. Gausen on Ingpirationu..eecvcceioneess 3 5
Dr. Symington on the Atonement ......... 50
Messigh, the Pance....... 4 43
Krummacher's Eijuh, and Martyr Lamb,
€ACH ..ivariivanenaienann carssestessanietes 13
Bishop torne on the Psalms............... .9 43
John Newton's Complete Works, 2 vols. 15 0
Dr. E? Payson's Complete Works, 3 v 1s. 37 6
Bostons Fout-fold State ... . 4 43
Crookin the Lot wvcvvenvanniiees 2@ 2}

D'Aubigne’s Life of Cromwell ..... v 2.6
Germany, Englond and Scotland. 5 0
Henry's Commentaries, § vols...ova.enee €0 0
Scott’s do. 3 volseae. RN
Gvols veenrerneeas T 0
Stevenson (of Ayr.) on the Oftices of Christ o1 4}
TORONTO ACADEMY

ONTARIO TERRACE, FRONT STRELT (WEST)
Opened an MONDAY, the 28tk September, 1846,

HE following are the branches 1o be taught,
sud the T'erms of Boarding and "Puition :—
1—Elementary Instruction, includme  Euplish,
Reading and Spelling, Wnting, and Primary
Lessons in Arithmetie, Geography, and the
Latin Langnage—2%ree Dollars per Quar-
ler.

Q. —Clussical and Commercinl Departitents, inclus
ding English in aff its detls, Reading, Rects
tation, Grammar, Composition ; Anthinetic,
theoreticul and  practical 3 Book-keeping ;
the Elements of Geometry, ‘Vrigonometry,
Mensuration, Algebra 3 Geogruphy und His.
tory, uncient and modern 3 Latin and Greek
Languages and Literatme—1Five Dollars
per Quarter.

3.—~The higher Mathematical pursuits, torether
with the more advanced Classies 3 French
and other Modern Lunguages: Drawing,
and other accomplishiments—to Le charged
according to circumstances.

Boann, with the Principal—7%wo Dollurs per
week, besides separte churge for Waskmyr, A
small charge will be made on Popils in both de-
partments, during winter monthz, for Fuel—per-
haps hatf-a.dollar cuch.

Thhe Dues of Pupils, whether Boarders or Duy
Scholars, to be paidin advance, or, ut fusthest, be.
fore the end of cach Quarter.

The Year is divided into periods of Eleven
Weeks; und the following arrangenment of periods
has, for the sake of convenicnce, been udopted :—

From September 1st to November 17th,
From November 18th to February 1Gth,
From February 11th to May Jst,

From May 2ud to July 12th. ]

Eight Weeks are allowed for Vacation—one
Wecek at New Year, and the rest from July 12h
to September st .

It is desirable that the aboave schieme shou'd be
adhered to by all parties; and it is eapected that
cuch Pupil should enter for o Quarter at least.

No allowance for absence, except on the ground
of ill health.

Euach Boarder will require to provide himself
with his own Bedding and ‘Towel, and Silver-spoon.

Toronto, C. W., November, 1347.

Board & Educaticn for Young Ladies,
1SS FERRIER wilt be happy to receive &

IN THE REV, DR. FERRIER'S FAMILY,

1‘ few Young Ladics, under fifteen years of age,
to cducate with her younger sisters.  ‘I'he house
is lurge and pleasantly sitwited, in a healthy part
of Glandford, one mile west of the Ilank Road,
and ten miles south of Humilton. .

Terms modernte.—For further particulars, apply
to Miss Ferrier, Glundford, or at Mr. McLellan’s
Book Store, Hamilton. .

Referenceis kindly permitted to the Reve Ralph
Robb, Hamilton, and the Rev. Alexunder Gale,
Toronto.

Glandford, April 29, 1848. 7.2

ITYHE EccLesiasticat, axp MissioNary Record
for the Presbyterian Church of Canada, is

{ oublished in the beginmug of cach mouth.

Teaus: 4s. 6. a-year, or ds. if paidin advance
or during the first quarter.
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