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A‘ POETICAL EPISTLE,

O U little thcught, after the life Ive pafs'd,
That I a Poet fhould commence at laft..

How can I, you will {ay, in Nature’s fpight,

Who ne'er found time to read, find time to write?

‘No matter ;——1've a projet in my head, 5

. To write, at leaft, more verfes than I've read.

The whim has feiz’d me; now you know my fcheme e

L And my lov’d Lasrapor fhall be my theme.

I

e

Tm-: Winter o'er, the birds their voices tune,

To welcome in the gemal month of June; . - 10,

Love crouds with feather'd tribes each barren ifle ;
On all creation Nature feems to {mile.
Large geefe and ducks, and namelefs numbers more,
in focial flecks are found en ev'ry fhore,
A Roving
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Roving from ifle to ifle the livelong day, - 15

Loads of triumphant {poil we bear away.
“—Eggs in abundance ev’ry hand picks up;
The day’s toil o'er, delicioufly we fup, -
The furrier now the fox and mart gives o'er,
To trap the otter, rubbing on the fhore. 20
The rein-deer flag, now lean and timid grown,
In the dark, thick vale, filent feéds alone. - em—
'The tender willow leaf, and favourite plants, '
Hec's fure to find in thofe fequefles’d haunts. -
His fearful hind, fhunning the wolf’s dire wiles, 25
Jer fafety feeks upon the neighbouring ifles, '
. Whether in ponds, or near the ocean’s fhore;-
Cleaving the liquid waves, fhe foon fwims o'er.
Now, pondrous grown, fhe Nature’s law obeys,
And on the ground her weak young. calf fhe lays. 30
Peaceful fhe walks, attentive to her care,
Nor mifchief meets, unlefs fell' man be there.
(Him, beaft of prey, ror rock, nor wave, €'er ftops,)
Mark’d by his well-aim’'d gun, too fure fhe drops.
Forcd in the fummer on young twigs to browfe, . 35
Sagacious beavers quit their focial houfe ; ,
- Round
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L ABRADUOR '3
Round the broad lake they cruize, nor fear mithap,

Ah! little think they of the furrier’s trap!
The falmon now no more in ocean play,

But up frefh rivers fpeed their filent way. . 40

With niceft art we fix the ftrong-mefh'd net;
With this the ftream is carefully befet.

Few fith efcape; we toil both night and day;
Short is the feafon! time flies fwift away.

THe Efquimaux, from ice and fnow now free, 45
In fhallops and in whale-boats go to fea. , o
Peaceful they rove along this pleafant fhore, -
¥a plenty live, nor do they with for more.

Thrice happy race! ftrong-drink nor gold they know ;

What in their hearts they think, their faces {how. 50
Of manners gentle; in their dealings juft;

Their plighted promife fafely you may truft.

Mind you deceive them not, for well they know

The friend fincere, from the defigning foe.

With ev’ry vice they once were thought endu’d; 55
With human bl?od their cruel hands embru'd ;

Yet
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[ :
/Y'é% by my care (for I muft claim the merit,)

The world now owns that virtue they inherit>
Not a more honeft, or more gen'rous race,
Was ever found beneath the fun’s bright face.
With thef I frequent pafs the focial day;

No broils I fee, but all is fport and play. -

_ My will’s their law, and juftice is my will; -

While thus we a&, we muft be good friends ftill.

Not fo the Mountaineers, a treach’rous race;

In ftature tall, and meagre in the face,

To Europeans long have they been known,

And all their vices they have made their own.

As foon-as ever to your houfe they come,

They quick get drunk, and ftill cry out for rum.

Faious and néify, they will cheat and lie;

Nor are your goods quite fafe when they are bye.

‘ X

THE codﬁfh.r-xow in fhoals come on the coaft. }

(This fifb'ry is Great Britain's chiefeft boaft.)

Now numerous caplin croud along the fhore;

Yet, many though they be, their foes feem more :

Exei'ccj birds, in millions, hover-o'er their heads;

Yierce Sfh, in millions, throng their wat'ry beds.
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L ABRADUOR

With thefe and others, we our hooks dif; guile,
And foon the glutton cod becomes our prize.
No“one ftands idle; each man knows his poft,
Nor day nor night a moment muft be loft.

The weftern wind of low ice clears the fea,
And leaves to welcome thips a paffage free.

Yet huge large ifles, of wond'rous bulk, remain ;
'To drive off which the wind ftill biows in vain:
Of bulk, furpafling far thy fane, St. Paul ! -
Immeafureably wide, and deep, and tall.

To feaward oft, we caft an anxious eye-;

At length th’ expefted fhip with pleafure {py.
Impatient joy then reigns in ev'ry breaft;

And, till we've boarded her, adieu to reft!
Eager the news to know, from friends to hear,
The long-feal’d letter haftily we tear. '
The cargo landed, and the fhip laid bye,

To fithing now the jolly failors hie.

If you love fporting, go to Labrador ;

Of game of various forts no land has more.
There you may fuit your tafte, as you're inclin'd,
From the fierce white-bear, to the timid hind.
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Of fifhing too, you there may have your fill,
Or in the fea, or in the purling rill.

Of feather'd game, variety you'll find,

And plenty you may kill, if you’re not blind.
If the ftrong furly bear, or black, or white,
Should moft ydur vent'rous heart to kill invite,
In fummer-time to fome largé¢ fiream repair ;
But mind no falmon-crew inhabits there.

(The favage tribe, averfe from focial joys,
Frequent thofe parts where they can hear no noife.)
There; if a cataratt’s flupendous height,

Shall ftop the falmon in their upward flight,

~ Bears in abundance will frequent the place,

And huge large {kins your vi€tory fhall grace.
Of the black bear you need not be afraid,

But killing white ones is a‘dang’rous trade.

Then mind, be cool, and well dire&t your lead,
Be fure you firike him through the heart or head:
For, firuck elfewhere, your piece not level'd true,
Not long you'll live, your erring hand to rue.

To kill the beaft, the rifle I like beft;

With elbows on my knecs, my gun I reft.

105

110
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L ABRADOR.

For felf-defence the double-gun I prizé :
Loaded with fhot, i knuck out both his eyes.

Or would you rather a ftout rein-deer kill,

1 And hot July now in, afcend fome hill,

1 Environ'd by extent of open ground;

§ For then the rein-deer there are chiefly found.

"J There walk not much, but from a ftation watch,
% And your quick eye fhall foon his motion catch. |
{ That done, then paufe a while, obferve the wind,
Q Left his fine nofe the fcent of you fhould find.

Nor lefs his ear and eye require your care, .

1 No beaft can more diftinétly fee nor hear.
i Yet oftentimes his eye provokes his fate,

And makes him know his error when too late.
Obferve the ground, and bear well in your mind

4 Which way to take, to fteal at him up wind.,

{ Shoes with fur foles you always ought to wear,
{ Your lighteft footfteps elfe he'll chance to hear.
1 A deer, in feeding, looks upon the ground,

4 Then to advance the fureft time is found ;

But lying down, he’s always on the watch,

3 And the leaft motion he is fure to catch;
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Then’s not your time; but wait until he moves, 145

To feek fuch food as moft his palate loves.

Impatience oft, has loft a good fat deer,

But taking time you little have to fear. ~ y .

If unperceiv'd you've work'd with toil and pain,

Lie fiill a while, till you your breath regain, g0

When broadfide to you, and his head is down,

Aim at his heart, and he is fure your own.

Yet fhould it chance he keeps on open ground,

- Where to approach him fhelter is not found,

And, night now near, you can no longer wait, 155

Try this device, it may draw on his fate.— |

Juft fhew yourfelf, then inftant difappear;

It oft will make him gallop down quite near :

He there will ftop to take a careful view;

Be ready then, and mind you level true. 160

Obferve, no ball will kill a deer quite dead, o

But what goes through his fpine or through his head.

If he runs off, yourfelf you muft not thow,

He will not then any great diftance go.

The heart or arteries ftruck, death quick comes on; 165

If thofe are mifs'd, yet, fick, he will lie down, .
' ‘ There
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Yhere let him lie : anon, with cautious tread, '
§teal fofily up, and fhoot him through the head.

All fandy beaches you muft well explore,
| hiefly by ponds, or by a river’s fide;

n fummer they in woods delight to hide.)
Yake care you do not walk aleng the ftrand, .. -
i ut at convenient place be fure to land :-

d filently his coming you mutft flay, .
b wolf alone is not your only chance,

erhaps a bear or deer may foon advance.
§Vithin the tide's-way, when the water’s low,

1 beafts along the fhore delight to go.)
fafely hidden, you have nought to mind,
ut that they fhall not have you in the wind.
IR TN D B TSI J T, . R
§ WHEN Auguft comes, if on the coaft you be,
Willions of fine curlews you foon will fee.
Bnd fuch fometimes there plenty, if you will,
¥ithout much toil you may a hundred kill.

" B

{ Ir the voracious wolf fhould pleafe you more, ..

is tracks there found, ftraight hie yourfelf away,

‘ :
170 i
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'Let Epicures fearch all the world around, -
Such birds as thefe are nowhere to be found.
Berries they eat; are fuch delicious things,
They're prefents fit for Emperors and Kings. 190
Young geefe you'll now in greateft plenty get; *
(Green geefe, you know, are very good to eat.)
If you would wifh with hares to fport awhile,
You're fure to find them on each barren ifle; _
" Unlefs the fign of foxes thereyou fee: - 195
(The fox and timid hare can ne'er agree.) -
Ptharmakin, groufe, and other forts of gamc,
With birds and beafts I cannot call to name,
You'll find enough the year throughout to kill ;
No game-laws there, to thwart the fportfman’s will. 200

SEPTEMBER come, the ftag’s in feafon now ;
{No venifon like this, you muft allow.) :
No long-legg'd, ewe-neck'd, cat-ham’d, fhambling brute;
In him, ftrength, beauty, bulk, each other fuit.
His branching horns, majeftic to the view, 205

Have points (for I have counted) feventy-two., - B
ut
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t Bur do not think youll all this pleafure fhare,
{And, when you’re tir'd, a good Inn find not far:
&2, no; in this our Land of Liberty,
{Thoufands of miles you'll walk, yet no houfe fee. -
[When night comes on, it matters not a rufh,
{Whether you fleep in this, or tother buth.
f you have got provifions, you may eat; |
gf not, to-morrow you'll be fharper fet, o
p then, and reft not, till your game you kill;
1A fire then make, fit down, and eat your fill.
Prink you will want not; you may always find
?Qature's beft tap, when you are in the mind.
i

Tre Salmon now are pack’d, and we take care

The codfith quick for market to prepare.

Frews to their winter-quarters now we fend;

‘ bome fell the fire-wood, nets while others mend.
{The hips are rigg\’d, y'ld fome are fent away,

F he reft remain, waiting a fgture .day.

§ Tue Furrier now, with care, his traps looks o'er;
Pome he puts out in paths along the fhore,
: B2
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For foxes there; although not yet in kind,™

Their {kins repay our toil we always find.

And where the beaver lands, young treesto cut, . .
Others he fets to take him by the foor. . = * - 230
On rubbing-places, with the niceft care; - o

Traps for the otter he muft next prepare. -

Then death-falls in the old tall woods he makes,

With traps between, and the rich fable takes. _

To fhoot himfelf a guh’s fix'd for the bear; . 235
Nor deer, nor wolf, nor wolvering we {pare.

Now caft your eyes around, and you fhall fee
Some yellow leaves on ev’ry birchen tree,
Th’ effets of nightly froft: and as you go, ,
Mark, on the mountain tops, the new fall'nfnow. = | 240
Now winter comes apace, you plainly fee;
You read his progrefs on each fading tree.
Fifh, fowl, and venifon, our tables g‘rﬁge;
Roatft beaver too, and ev'ry beaft of chafe.
Luxurious living this! who'd wifh for more ? 245

Were Quin alive, he'd go to Labrador. ’
. : Some
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L ABRADOR

Fome new variety next month you'll find; -

% he fately ftag now feeks his much-lov'd hind.-
$rown bold with love, he ftalks along the plains,
4nd een to fly from man he oft difdains ;-

But points his well-arm’d head, his ftrength he tries,
dnd, if he hits him, he moft furely dies.-

§et fear him not ; no beaft’s a match for man;

"; ere brutal courage fhall itfelf trapan. ‘

e cool, collefted, let him come quite near,

: lace right your ball, and you have nought to fear.
Fhough not kill'd dead, mortally ftruck, he flies,
frows fick and faint, then down he drops and dies.
deer-paths to attend you ‘make your care,

¥ flips you'll now hang many a good fat deer.

AL this is pleafure ; buta man of fenfe

§00ks to his traps, for they bring in the pence.

The otter-feafon’s fhoit, for foon the froft

‘ ill freeze your traps, then all your labour s loft.
Pf. beaver too, one week fhall yield you more,

; ha.n later you can hope for in a fcore. '

13
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14 L ABRADOR

In paths the foxes now. will nightly cruize,
The paths fnow'd up, no longer they will ufe.
The eider-ducks fly fouth along the fhore,
In milder climes to pafs the winter o'er.

At fome fit point then take your fecret ftand,
And numbers you will kill from off the land.

NovemBER’s here: all thips mu& now be gone
Or frozen up before this month be done.,
The ponds are now, rivers will foon be faft,
And, ’till mild May returns, this fcene will laft.
Nets for amphibious feals we next prepare ;
In fhoals they’ll come, foons as the froft's fevere.

t4

Hamper'd in ftrong-mefh’d toils, in vain they ﬁnvc,

And little it avails them they can dive.

Strangl'd, they die; their fat produces oil ;

And tons of it fhall well reward our toil :

Their fkins we fave, for nothing muft we lofe;
(Seal {kins will cover trunks; are good for fhoes.) -
By Chriftmas day this work is always o'er,

And feals and nets fafe landed on the fhore.

270

275

" 280

285
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LABRADO.R_ 15

comes grim winter, clad in froft and fnow,

jen, none dare his face uncover'd thow.

ell wrapt up, we can walk out fecure,

# health and pleafure in an air {o pure. . 290
§ now your fox-traps on to barren ground, ‘

“ drifting fnows may not your art confound.

& and conceal them well with equal care ;

il foxes then will fall into the fnare. -

dves t0o, fhall there be yours, for on fuch gromd 295
wolves, in queft of deer, will then be found.

év to his cave the Black Bear hies away,

Rere, {leeping found, he fpends both night and day,

& fo the White one, whofe voracious jaw, .

j’ feals muft have to fatisfy his maw. 300
pugh fierce and ftrong, his fize immenfe ne’er mind,
llyou've a dog will feize him faft behind. )
ere teaz'd, he roars, and foams, and turns him round, - --
§ your fure ball his head or heart has found.

, Thould the cur feize forwards, his thick head 305
B forfeit pays, and you will foon be dead.

:l HE ravenous {ly wolf, in queft 'of prey,

@w ever on the prowl both night and day, *
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16 LABRADOR

The timid herd defcries, creeps up quite near,

Then ruthing forward, fingles out his deer.

With well-firung nerves they both maintain the ftrife,
For food the one, the other runs for life.

If light the fleecy fnow, the deer gets free; = -

If drifted hard, the wolf foon up will be..

Then, bold with fear, the deer turns on his foe,

And oftimes deals him a moft deadly blow.

Or, as he runs, his hind foot gives a firoke,

From which, if rightly plac'd, no wolf e're woke.

Loox out to fea, from yonder mountain’s top,
Of water you'll not fpy one fingle drop.
.All's rugged ice; old ocean, bound in chains,
Is firm as land, and fo long time remains.
Now fhift the fcene; into the woods let’s go; -
And what is doing there Il qhickly fhew.
In yon birch grove there lives a éooper's crew,
(For many cafks we want each year quite new.)
The fmall trees ferve for hoops, the large for ftaves,

310

315

320

325

And they will do much work, if they’re not knaves. ..

And this fpruce-wood, that towers unto the fky,
The Fifhery's future fhipping fhall fupply.

330
There
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efe fell the trees, thofe fquare and faw the ﬁock
$he reft work on the veflel in the dock. -

$hink not without good game you yet fhall go.
_' rabbit, groufe, fpruce~game, and porcupine,
With little trouble you each day may dine,

In thefe employments wmters pafsd away,

o change is found till near th’ approach of May
§he fun now growing hot, unlefs you mind -

Y ell to defend your eyes, you will be blind.

Jhe melting fnow freezes again at night;

fhe lufire that it cafts, as diamonds bright,

@nd now the fealers render out their oil; -

g@be fat, well chop’d, in iron pots they boil.
Bcturning fmall-birds now the country fll,

§d cock-groufe chatter on each barren hill.

Bhe ice parts from the fhore, and then the ducks

gheir northward courfe beat back in num’rous flocks.
Qeer, in fmall herds, the fame rout bend their way, .
find fome of each fort you may kill each day.

C

flames your eyes, o‘erpower'd with too much light.

17

| ough thick thefe woods, and deeply fill'd with fnow, -
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All animals their winter-quarters leave,
And ocean, now awake, begins to heave.
Ice rotten grown in ev'ry pond you'll fee,
And fwelling rivers from their bonds get free. . 355
With {ledges now, the woodmen, on the fnow, .

Their work draw out, and glibly they will go..

What's yet to do, muft inftantly be done,

For other works muft fhertly be begun.

The winter-crews muft now no longer flay, g6o
‘But in their boats bring all their work away. .

In toils and fports like thefe the year goes round,
And for each day fome work or pleafure’s found.
And now, to finifh this long taﬂ; qf mine, ) .
For each day in the year behold a line, o _ 365
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Line gth. ¢ The winter o’er,” &c. The ice in the harbours of Labrador ge-
gnerally breaks up between the 16th and g1t of May, butl have known it con-
Rinue until the 15th of June. .
# Line 11th. ¢ Love crowds,” &c. On the coaft of Labrador there is an infi-
ity of fmall barren iflands, each of which is generally inhabited by a large flock
of cider-ducks, or other water-fowl, which breed there,
4 Line 17th. ¢ Eggsin abundance.” Some few gull’s eggs may be found in
‘FMay, but the ducks feldom lay before the firlt of June, and, by the tenth, eggs are
Amoft commonly {o pleatiful, that five of my people have gathered upwards of four
“Bhoufand, and fhot above an hundred ducks in a day.
3 Line 80. ¢ To trap the otter rubbing.” There are certain places on the
Fhores of both the falt and frefh waters which are frequently made ufe of by otters
2o rub themfelves, and reft upon after fithing, and are called rubbing-places; on
Rhofe places the furriers fet their traps. .
3 L. 21, ¢ The rein-deer ftag,” The deer are exceedingly poor at this feafon of
e year, and the males refort chiefly to the fmall valleys where willow and alder
Lrow, as they love the leaves of thofe fhrubs when young and tender. N
3 L. a5. « His fearful hind.” Thenind, or female rein-deer almoft always goes ou
Jupon an ifland to calve, toget out of the way of the wolves, which are not vcz
#ond of taking the water. As the country is full of large ponds and lakes wi
#mall iflands in them, 7and therc are an anfinite number of them on the fea-coaft,
eI are never at a lofs for one. The rein-deer will fwim to a great diftance,
Jand with furprifing fpeed. -
4 L. 36. ¢ Sagacious beavers.” The ponds being now frce of ice, the weather
@#warm, and vegetation fhooting fonh:agace, beavers do not pay any great;regard to
Ftheir houfe, but often fleep on the banks of the pond, under a bufh; and, as
‘Fthey eat nothing but vegetables, they now fare fumptuoufly, as every thing is in its
# L. 43 «Few fifh cfcape.”” We moor our nets in the rivers in fuch a manner
B prime. . ‘

]t)hat but few fith can mifs them,’and thofethat getin mefh and are ftrangled.
8l They come in fuch great abundance, that the people can fcarcely be allowed any
3 relt during the height of the fifhery; the feafon lafts about fix weeks, fometimes
4 two months ; I have known nine of my people kill 1320 in one day, cach fifh fif-
A teen pounds on an average. )
# L. 45. ¢ The Efquimaux.” Thefe peole genenally cruize along fhore all the
# fummer, in order to procure a better fupplv of provifions, and alfo to trade with
@ Europeans. Until I becameacquainted with them, they took every opportunity of
r0bbing and murdering ftrangers; but, by living much among them, learning their
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and honeft, I bhave alfo been fortunate enough tomake peace between them and
the Mountaineer Indians, with whom they have now a friendly intercourfe,
though formerly they never failed to aflaffinate each other whenever an opportu-
nity offered. I'muft do the Efquimaux the juftice to fay, that they are as good-
tempered, humane, friendly and honeft a race of people as I ever faw ; and I have
been acquainted with a great number of nations. It s incredible how cleanl
they are grown, and how much they are altered for the better in every refpe
fince I ﬁrk became acquainted with them ; and at the lame time have not imbibed
the vices of Europeans. Very few of them will touch ftrong liquors, and 1 hope
they never will te taught to drink, for that is the ruin of all Indians. I have
known moft remarkable inftances of gratitude and honefly among them; fuch as
would do honour to the moft civilized nations. -

L. 65. ¢ Not fo the Mountaineers,” A race of Indians who inhabit theinland
parts, and fubfift 2ntirely by hunting. Having long been intimate with the Cana-
dians, they are become great proficients in Eujopean vices. :

L. 73.  The codfifh now.” As foon as theice goes off the coaft, the fith come
in in the greateft abundance. . ’ :

L. 75. % Now numerous caplin.” A caplin is a fith very like afmall fmelt; it
has the fame fmell and tafte; there is an infinity of them, and they are moft greedi-
ly devoured byall larger fith, and all fithing birds, which are very numerous in
that country. They are the beft bait for cod. -

L.83.« The wef{cm wind.” The whole ocean is covered with low ice, about

ten or twelve feet thick, to a greatdiftance from the fhore, from Chriftmastill June .

and fometimes later; it commonly breaks up in May, and being driven off fhore
by the wefterly winds, is dragged to the fouthward by the current, occaffoned by
the prodigious quantity of frefh water pouring into the fsa from all the riven,
brooks, and hill-fides, and there diflolved. - c . :

L 85. « Yethuge large ifles.” 1 have known them to be above feventy fathoms
under water, and proportionally high. - .

L. 1.8, « Salmon crew.” Thofe who are employed at a falmon fithery.

L. 110. ¢ Hcar no -oife.” The coopers make fo much noifc in trimming the
cafks, as greatly to' difturb all wild beafts; befides they are offended by the fmell of
the fmoke, and falmon are very fcaice in tholc rivers where 2 falmon-crew lives, the
nets being placed below the falls and fhoals where the bears ufually fifh. .

L. 116, % Dang’roustrade.” A White Bear is a very favage beatt, and, if pro-
voked, will attack a man with great fury; he ftrikes with his fore-foot, and his
fize and ftrength are fuch, that there is no parrving the blow ; and having knocked
his antagonift down, he then either pounds him to death with his foot, or bites him,
I have heard of one killed in the Straits of Bellifle, which weighed twenty-five
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rcd weight ®,  If fhot through the heart, lungs, or arteries, within the tho-
they are intimidated, and inftantly run off; but immediately attack a man if
nded any where elfe.
.123. % Double-gun.” A double.barrelled gun loaded with fhot is the beft
on in the worldto defend one’s felf againft the attack of a bear, for, by fhoot-
im in the cyes, he is completely blinded.
143.  Butlying down.” 1believe a rein-deer is never found afleep, and I
ys obferved that they are much more difficult to get near when lying down
at any other time, L .
.157. ¢ Juft fhew yourfelf.” If any obje& catches the eye of a rein-deer, his
ofity to make out what it is, commonly prompts him to go ftreight up towards
ithin an hundred yards orlefs. 1 have killed feveral by giving them a fhort
pfe of me, when I could get no nearer without being difcoveres.
172. ¢ In fummer.” Wolves chiefly keep in the woods in fummer-time, -
are fond of walking along a fandy beach by the fides of rivers or ponds, or
the fea-coaft, if there be woods clofe to the back of it,
. 184, % Millions of fine curlews.” Thefe differ from the European curlews
ot being half the fize, They are the fatteft and moft delicious-flavoured bird
e known world. They generally make their firlt appearance on or about the
h of Auguft, and continue in great abundance for about fix weeks, bat fome
may be met with later; I once killed one late in O8ober., They fly about the
sin flocks of a thoufand, or more, juft as grey plover do, with whom they will
affociate, They feed entirely on berries.
194.% Barren ifle.” The hares are the mountain, or white fost, which always
p on the barren hills or barren iflands on the fea-coaft. They are in general
t pounds weight, and, when in feafon, will be fo fat as to have their ribs
haunches covered withit, The flefh is much whiter than red hare, and not

.?03. % No long-legg’d.” The rein-deer is as beautifully made as a horfe, only
t his neck is lean like thatof an afs. .
. 206, % Scventy-two.” The Earl of Dartmouth basa head with feventy-two
nts, which I found in Labrador. : )
. 217, % Drink you will want not.” No country in the world is furnithed
a greater quantity of rivers and brooks than Labrador, noris better water to

met with any where, ’
. 319. % The falmon,” Asfoon as the falmon are brought on fhore, they are
it, wafhed in the river with a_hand-mcg, and then falted into tubs or calks, w::he:o
3 y

¢ Of the many that I have killed, none weighed above twelve hundred weight,
ninety-fix ftone,

e P R e

9
<

b
w
i

cdpsn o m——

s e— ™

- e—

4
b

it - PR

. e - — i - —

e e e A e

7

T R ey e



tane,

oL e

PR R U L

Qe




( 4)

- they remain (funk under the pickle which is made by the falt and juices of the

fith) until the filhing flacks ; they are then wafthed clean in fome of their own
pickle, put into teirces of 42 gallons, fome frefh {alt firewed on them, well trod
down, headed up, and the cafk filled with pickle at the bung. :

L. 226 # In paths.” The foxes are fond uf crufing along the fhore, in order
to pick up dead fith orbirds; and, by conflantly walking along the fame track,
they beat paths in which the furrier places his traps, nectly funk  into the ground,
2nd covered fo that nothing fha)l now appear,

L 227. ¢ Although not yet in kind.” The furrier’s term for out of feafon.
Foxes are not in feafon before the end of November, and, until they are, will
only fetch half price, but, by that time, the path work is pretty well over.

L. 231. ¢t Rubbing-places.” See note on line g0.

L, 233 ¢ Death-falls.’ A deathfal is a trap made of fticks, one of which falls
on the back of the creatute, and kills it, in the fame manner as the common
wooden moufe trap.

L. 235. ¢ To fhoot himfelf.” A gun isfixed under a fhed built for the purpofe
with a ftring to the trigger, to the end of which is faftened a piece of bait, which
is fo placed that when the bear feizes it the muzzle of the gun muft be clofe
to his breaft; wekill many bears this way.

L. 259. ¢ If deer paths.” The deer, by conftantly travelling in the fame di.
reflion, at particular feafons of the year,' heat paths for themfelves; when therut

-comes on them, they refort to the barren hills, and are continually moving about’;

taerefore this is the beft time to catch them in flips, which are fnares of rope
or wire thrce fathoms long, and are placed in the paths where they crofs
a fkirt of wood {0 as to take them by the neck. The hinds are as good now
as ever, and the dry ones very fat. -

L. 265. ¢ Of beaver 100.”” It is a difficult thing to catch beaver after the
ponds are frozen up, unlefs 2 man underftands it well and has a good dog to find
them when they will not return to their houfes, but lie out under a hollow
bank ; but let him underftand it ever fo well, he will kill twenty before the
ponds are fiozen, for one afterwards. -

L. 269. ¢ The eider-ducks.” They fly to the {outhward in large flocks at the
approach of winter ; and, as they trim round certain points of land, people make
a bgind there, and kill great numbers.}

L. 375. « The ponds arenow.” All ponds and flill waters art commonly
frozen faft by the end of O&ober, {ometimes fooner; rivers by the middle of
that month,fand the harbours by the end of it.

L. 377 ¢ Nets for amphibious feals.” The feals are killed in nets moored pro-
perly for the purpofe. 'lPhey generally appear firft about the third week in Nov.
and go away about the soth of December; thefe are what we call the winter

feals,
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ls, or harps, and their young called bedlamers; they come from the northward
arge fhoals, and go to the fouth part of Newfoundland, where they remain
{pring, and then return to the northward again: many are killed in their re-
within the Straits of Bellifle. but none 1o the northward of that; and I muft
nderftood to defcribe what paffes on that part of the coaft.
291, “ Shiftnow your fox-traps.” The path-work being now over, and the
drifting with every frcih blaft of wind, traps muft not be placed near any
es, &c. for they will ftop the drift and bury them for the whole winter,
;. 203. * Bait and conceal.” Traps placedin paths are never baited, -
;. 295. “ Wolves too,” The wolves now quit the woods and refort to the
ens after the deer, which are obliged to live on the barren hills all winter.
the woods now are full of fnow, fhort herbage is always to be met with on
t are called the barrens, the wind blowing the fnow off.
.297. % Now to his cave.” The Black Bear not being able to kill any animal
d excepting fifh in fhoal water, and being veryjfond of berries, lives entirely on
n from the middle of Auguft, unlefs he chances to meet with any dead beaft or
. The ground being now frozen and covered with fnow, he retires into a
¢, and there ﬂce‘n till April, never coming out unlefs a thaw happens in the
ter, and then only to lap a little water. Itis an erroneous notion to fuppofe
he fubfifts bv fucking his paws, for, could he extra& nourifhment from Slem,
ould fuck himfelf to death befre fpring. He does not fecm to fleep fo found
the noife of digging to him will awake him, but he is then very ftupid, has no
lination to come out of his cave, and, confequently, is eafily killed. 1llecis
nd either by difcovering his cave in the fummer time, and marking the neareft
to it, or by a dog winding him through a [mall hole in the fnow, which his
th keeps open.
.. 299. * Not o the White one.” The \White Bear roves about all winter,
s out to the off-cdge of the ice and kills feals, or catches fifh in fuch parts of
ers as are kept open by the rapidity, or particular fet of the current. Jf a dog
ges a bear behind, he keeps turning round trying to get hold of him. His
ntion being thus taken up, a man may go clofe up to him and fhoot him with
greateft fafety; but if the dog fights at his head, he is furc to be killed or
ed, and then the bear attacks the man.
L. 313. « If light the flcecy fnow.” The hoofs of the rein-deer are fo large, and
ead fo much that he will not fink in light fnow as a wolf or dog does; but a
bif or grey-hound have more fpeed on hard fnow, or irm ground. Deer will
n on a wolf or dog when they come up with them, and they kick Cefperately,
1.325 ¢ In yon birch grove.” Making of cafks and hcops, building of fhips,
ats, &c. fawing of plank and board. cutting timber for building houfes and other
rpofes, are winter-works, and the crews live in jthe woods for thofe puxf,ofg.
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L. 335. “.On Rabbit.,” Rabbitsalwayslive in the woods; they are but fmall and
poor, and do not burrow, but fitupon the top of the now as a hare does  Groufe
retire {rom the barrens to the birch woods and alder beds about Chriftmas, whers
they live on the buds of thofe trees. Spruce-game and Porcupines always live in
the woods, and in the winter the former live #n the leaves, and the latter on the

L)

- rind of the filver fir; though porcupines will alfo eat the rinds of other trees, N

where firs are fcarce. ..

L. 330. % The Sun now."” The hcat of the funtowards the end of March melts
the furface of the fnow, which being frozen again by the night frofts, caufes fo great
a reflcétion that few people’s eyes can bear it, and it brings on fuch an inflamma. -
tion upon the ball of \‘Ec eye as to caufe the fame fort of feel and pain as if ther
eyes were filled with the fineft fnuff, occafioning total blindnefs: the beft cure
is to foment them often with warm water, and keep them from all lightt = . [

L. 344. * And now the fealers.” 7The feals remain whole under the foow all
winter, froze hard ; they arc fkinned out in April and May, and the fat rendered,
out by fire, oL

L. 356. « With {ledges now.” The board, plank, timber, for building, &c. are left
in the woods all winter; and now the fnow being faddened with the mildnefs of
the weather, and heat of the fun, and hard frozen all night by the froft, whick .
is flill very fharp, the people hale them out to the water-fide on fledges, genenally
working late andp carly. fometimes all night, as from ten in the morniog till four
in the afternoon the fnow is very rotten if the fun is out bright, . :

L. 360 ¢ The Winter-Crews.” As foon as the harbours break up, the winter-
crews return to the bead fettlement where the merchant lives, and carry their’
work home, and then are properly difpofed of for the fummer’s fitheries; fome
10 catching and curing of cod-fith, others to the falmon-ports, T
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