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PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA.

FIRST SESSION.
’he second Sunday School Convention of the

Was opened in the Methodist Church
October 1886,

The Convantion was called to order by the retiring president W. H.
Blanchard, (after half ay hour had been spent in devotional axercise, )
who made a short addrecs, referring to some of the S, S. work that had

n done in some counties, —he regrelted that he had not been able to

give it the attention he wished, hut thanked

past in this respect, and prayed that gresier thi
e incoming year from the same Divine sourn,

TLe following were named a8 the committee of organization. viz.: E,
D. King. Falifax s J. W. Whitigan, Lawrencetown ; 8. A. Crowell,
Yarmouth ; G. J, T etberg, Digby ; W, K. McHeffoy, Windsor, and W,
McNeil, Melrose Bquare, Annapolis, These

having retired, returned
to the meeting and nominated as President of the Convention, Harris

Crosby of Hebron, Yarmouth, Mr. Crosby having been duly elected
President, was conducted to the chair by the retiring president. After
a few pertinent remarks by the president, the committee on organization
nominated the following as officers for the following year, viz, : W. K.
McHeffey of Windsor, and C. S, P, Robbins, Yarmouth, recording ec-
retaries ; C, H, Lo?nd of Halifax, Corresponding Secretary, and S.
Waddell, Halifax, reasurer, all of whom were unanimously elected,
The annual report of the Rxecutive Committee was read y C. H.
Longard, also the Treasurer’s report ; the latter was passed. On motion,
the former was received and referred to the Business Commitsee.

*On motion of Rey. S. B. Dunn and seconded by J, W, Whitman, it
was resolved that a collection be taken up at all the public meetings of
the Convention to meet the ordinary expenses. Reports from county
organizations were read by 8. N. Jackson,

of Annapolis, and John
Grierson of Halifax. Both were full of encouragement, bus they showed

& vast deal of work yet to be done, as large number of children within
their bounds were destitute of 8. School privi D. K g spoke
in the same strain and added that the Conventions lately
Musquodobit and 1

by revivals mtgiou among the people of these distriots, After
appointing the hour of meeting for the succeeding sessions, the first
deasion was brought to & cloge .:'f.ao P. m. with prayer by Mr, Grierson.

Province of Nova Scotia
at Granville Ferry on Friday,
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SECOND. SESSION.

The evening Session commenced in the Methodist church at 7 p. m.,
the president in the chair. Half an hour was occupied in devotional
exercises, when after music by the choir, the Rev.J. M. Fisher, of
(ranville Ferry, gave an address of welcome to tt e delegates, which was
full of warm Christian sympathy and sound advice. This was responded
to by the President in behalf of the Convention.

The Rev. Anderson Rogers of Yarmouth was then called upon to read
a paper on *‘ 8. School work,—its defects and remedies.” Among the
defects the Rev. gentlemen named inefflcient organization, defective
preparation, neglect of the Bible in the classes, the teacher not having a
correct idea of what he wanted to teach, neglecting to cultivate the seed
sown by personal contact with the children in their homes, and lastly,
the teachers attempting to teach with their own hearts yet unrenewed.
Among the remedies, he mentioned strong consecrated effort, and
when impressions are mads, to follow them up by personal dealing with
the scholar, a realization that the work is the Lord’s and that His
reward is with him. Short critical addresses followed by members
present. On motion, the Rev. Mr, Johnston of New Brunswick was
invited to take a seat in the Convention, who made a few remarks, and
a very interesting session was brought to a close by prayer by Rev. Mr.
Brown, at 9.45 p. m.

e

THIRD SESSION.

Saturday morning's session commenced by the usual half hour
devotional exercise, led by A Logan of Halifax. The President in the
chair, the minutes of last meeting were read and approved. The question
« The Bible, how to study it, and how to teachit ?” was then discussed
by the Rev. 8. B. Dunn of Annapolis, taking ap the latter question,
«How to teach it 7’ The Rev. S. B. Kempton of Canard, who was not

" yet present was to take up the former question, which Mr. Grierson of
Halifax took up and treated in his usual racy manner. The subject was
farther discussed by several members present.

' The report of the Business Committee on the Executive Committee’s
report was then read as follows :—*‘Your committee have examined the
report of the Executive Cammittee referred to them and have pleasure
in recommending its adoption by the Convention. They call special
attention to several clauses refetring to County organization, and suggest
that the last three quarters of an hour of the present session be devoted
to a discussion of that important matter. Your Committee have had
referred to them certain correspondence in respect to primary work, and
they recommend that all primary class teachers and others interested in
that department of the work meet at 1.30 p. m. in the Methodist chvrch
to consider the suggestions contained in this correspondence. Your
Committee recommend that the Convention, at its present session,
appoint two delegates to attend the International 8. School Convention
to be held in Chicago in June next, and a like number to the maritime
S. S. Convention to be held next year, to represent us in those convens=
tions respectively, and fourthly your Committee recommend that at the
afternoon session, immediately after the usual half hour devotion, the
following order of business be observed, viz.: First, primary cless with

practieal illustrations, by Miss Campbell ; secondly, session of model 8.
School described, and thirdly , a graded S. School by John Grierson and
Rev. T, O, Weeks. (Signed) E. D, KING, Chairman.
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After somé discussion on County organization by several members of
the Convention , the following rc-olution passed .—

Whereas this Convention recognizes the importance of organization in Sunday

School work, and whereas the larger proportion of the counties of Nova Scotia
are not organized,

Therefore resolved that this Corvention request that » Convention of 8, S,
workers be held in every county in the province, and that the vice presidents of
each county be res ectfully invited to call such convention at an early day in
counties not organized, All County Conventions shall, if possible, provide for

Ou motion the following resolution was passed unanimously :—

Whereas this Convention learns with deep regret that a large proportion of
the 8. Schools in the Province are closed for a great part of the year, and whereas
this Convention considers it of the utmost importamce that 8. Schools should be
in operation the entire year, ;

Therefore resolved that this Convention respectfully urge upon the officers
of every schooi when it is at all vosaible, the duty and necessity of keeping their
respective schools in working ou{er the whole year,

The Business Committee named the following vice presidents for the
several counties of the province, viz, ,—

J. W, Waurrmax, Annapolis, D. &. WHibpeN, Antigonisk,

P. McG., ARCHIBALD, Colchester, F. B. Ross, Cumberland,

Jorx D. McNEr, Digby, THoMAs CAMPBELL, Guysboro,
J. C. McInrosu, Halifax, THoMAs McDoNavp, Inverness,
S. 8. Stroxa, Kings, E. L. NasH, Lunenburg,
~——MocLEop, Pictou, C. F. Wricnr, QUEERNS,

Josian Horkins, Shelburne, W. H. BLANCHARD, Hants,

J. K. Burcnin, Cape Breton, A. W, McCurpy, Victoria,

S. A. CroweLL, Yarmouth,

The session was closed at noon by Rev. Mr. Fisher pronouncing the
benediction,

FOURTH SESSI®N.

This Saturday afternoon session, after the usual half hour devotional
exercise, was opened at 2,30, the president in the chair. The minutes of
last session were read and approved. The president and E. D, King
were appointed delegates to attend the International S. S. Convention to
be held at Chicago next year, the Rev. S. B. Dunn having been appointed
as an alternate. J. Grierson and J. W. Whitman were unanimously
appointed delegates to attend the maritime Convention also held next
year. C. H. Longard and E. D, Shand were appointed delegates to
attend the New Brunswick S. 8. Convention. About twent boys and
girls having taken the front seat, Miss Jessie Campbell of alifax, was
called upon by the president to conduct a primary class lesson, which
being done, was much enjoyed by those present.

Mr. Longard announced that the meeting held at 1.30 of prima
school workers had named a committee consisting of Misses Sara
Robinson, Kate Hill, Jessie Campbell, Mrs. Whiston, and Mrs. Ander-
son Rogers, to prepare a report and submit it. This is in connection
with the International Union of the United States ; and the intention is
to form a local primary union. The president called upon Mr. Griersoa
to give an ou.line of programme fora S, 8. School session, which being
done, was criticised by A. Logan, 8. A. Crowell and others.
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The Convention on recommendation of Business Committee electod
tae following, the Executive Committee :

E. D. Kine, Halifax, Jauns Forrasr, Halifax,
Hexsert Harwis, Halifax, JoHRN NaLpar, Windsor,
Wavrrer Lawsox, Windwor, ' Dr.' H. Woopsury, Halifax,
J. B. CarxiN, Truro, W. C. Pii, Billtown.

The seesion was then brought to a close by prayer by Rev. Mr.
Johnston.

FIFTH SESSION.

The Saturday evening session was called to order at 8 p.m., the pre-
vio~s half hour having be n given to devotion, conducted by B. Huestis
of Windsor. Minutes of previous session read and approved. The
Business Committee reported the following resolutions :-—

1st. That our ~crrespondine secretary communicate with our several vice-
presidents, without delay, and inform them of the duty imposed upon them in
respect to county organization, sending them each & copy uf the resolutions passed
this morning in respect thereto,

2nd. Resolved that 8. 8. Schools connected vith this association be requested
to contribute towards the expense of the Execniive Committee incurred in rela
tion to our work as follows, viz.: all schdols with a membership roll of not less
than 100 scholars, a sum of not less than one dollar ; and all schools having less
.than 100 scholars, not less than 50 cts. No school to be ey pected %o contribute
more than the sum of three dollars. and that such contribuiion be called for under
the direction of the Execu.ive Comnittes immediately.

3rd. Resolved that the hearvy thanks of this Convention be tenderad to the
ch vistian friends of Gzranville Ferry for their hospitable entertainment of dele-
gstes and friends attending our meetings ; to the trustees of the several churches,

or the free use of church %uildings, and for the hearty assistance given to our

Convention ; to the organistr and choirs of churches for the inspiring music with
which we have been favored ; to the press for kindly notices and reports ; and to
the proprietors of Railway and Steamship lines of travel for reduced rates of fares
to delegates. All of which passed unanimoasly.

The Recording Secretary read a fratcrnal lotter of greeting to the
Ceavention received from Mr. Thompson, of New Brunawick S. S.
Association, Also a letter from C. F. Wrighs, of Laverpool, invitin
this Convention to meet 1n that town next year, wiich last was referr
to the Executive Committee,

C. H. Longard read a paper, ‘“ The Graded Sunday Schocl.” The
subject ** the Sunday School as a missionary,” was opened by the Rev.
Mr. Johnston and continued by several members of the Convention.

After the collection was taken, the second aunual Convention of the
Provincial 8. S. Association of X{ova Scotia was closed by singing the

hymn “ Shall we gather at the river,” and pronouncement of the bene-
diction by Mr. A. Logan of Halifax. .

.
(Signed) W. K, McHEFFY,
Recording Secretary,

e A YR A i =

bl o bl ol fd 7 Sy

L ]




TERE TEIRD

Sunday School Gonvention

—O0r THE—

PROVINCE OF NOVR SCoOFI2,

The third annnal convention of the Sabbath School Aszociation of
Nova Scotia took place 1t Pictou, on Wednesday, Aug. 24tn 1887, at 2,30
o'clock, p. m. at Prince Street Hall. After a half honr devotional
vxercise by Laverton Harris of Halifax, in the absence of the President,
H. H. Crosby of Hebron, Yarmouth, W, H, Blanchard, Vice-Prasident
of Wincsor, called the couvention to order, and after a short address,
named the following committee or. O, mization, viz. :--C, H, Longard,
8. Waddei!. Halifax ; Rev. 8. B. Kempton, Cornwallis ; Andrew Walk-
er, New (lasgow ; R, L. Nash, Lunsnburg ; H. H. Bligh, Antigonilh;
W J. Gates, Truro ; W. K. McHeffey, Windsor ; Jokn Ross, Pictou ;
F. B, Robb, Amherst ; 5. W, Dobsun, Sydney.

This Committee reported as follows :—

President, Herbert Harris, Halifax,

. Vice-Presidents, Daniel McDonald, Pictou ; H. H, Crosby, Yarmouth;
J. W. Whitman, Annapolis ; F, B. Robb, Cumberland: J. Godfrey
Smith, Halifax ; E. L, Nash, Lunenburg , i. Irvin, Shelburne; J, W,
Dobson, Cape Breton ; Thomas Campoell, Guysboro ; Angus MeAskill,
Richmond ; D, G, VWhidden, Antigenish ; W, J, Gates, Colchester ; 1.
H. Savaders, Digby : W. ©. Hill, Kings; C. F. Wright, Quecas; W,
H. Blanchard, Hants ; N, W, McCurdy, Victoria; E. D, Tremaine,
Inverness.

Recording Secretaries, W, K. McHeffey, Windsor; A. C, Baillie,
Pictou.

Treasurer, 8, Waddell, Halifax.

On motion it was agreed that all Sabbath School workers and Pastors
preeent be members of the Convention,

A letter was read fro., H. H. Crosby, retiring president, expressing
regret for his inability to be present, and assuring this convention that
his heartfelt sympathies and prayers were with them, that their delibesa-
tions might be blessed by God.

The following were appointed a business Committee :—E. D, King,
Halifax ; Principal MacKay, Pictou ; E- L. Nash, Lunenburg ; D. Me-
Donald, Pictou ; A, Davison, Amherst; J, W, Dobson, Sydney; S.
Waddell, Halifax.

The devotional Committee appointed wers :—Major Theakston, Clar-
encé Primrose, W, J, Gates, John S, Smith, R Sweet, R. N. Beckwith,
James Thompson.-

Report of executive committee was rezd by C. H. Longard, Corres-

pondmi Secretary, and was referred to the tollowing committee .pﬁ:int-
gdfo; the purpose, vix. : John Burgoyne, John McKay and John S.
mith,
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The Executive Committee appointed at the Second Provincial Sunday School
Convention held at Granville Ferry, October 22nd, 1886, in presenting their re<
Eort, would express devout gratitude to GOD for the measure of success which

a8 attended the work done in the Sunday Schools of our Province. Im erfectiy
and feebly as this work has been serfonned, GOD has graciously set his seal of
approval upon it, and has crowned it with his blessing.

Your Committee have held several sessions during the year at their head-
quarters, Halifax ; and although the representatior from outside the city was not

eneral, the Committee have been in communication with nearly all sections of
the field, Your Secretary and other members of the Executive have also been
enabled during the year to visit the workers throughout a large section, and thus
& measure of general work has been accomplished,

A cordial invitation was extended to the Association at the last convention
to meet this year in the town of Liverpool. This invitation has been renewed
during the year, but your con.mittee thought it wise to defer the acceptance of the
same until such railway facilities are afforded as will enable that town to be
reached with greater ease from all parts of the province,

An invitation was also received from New Glasgow to meet there next year,
and it will devolve upon our successors to take action thereon,

Your committee rejoice that such a cordial invitation and reception has been
accorded the Association at Picton, and that there has been such a general re-
sponse to their call, and they feel nssured that the influences of the pr=-zut con-
vention will be felt, not only throu.hout the eastern section of the pruvince, but
also throughout the entire field,

The Convention held at Granville Ferry, in October of last ear, proved an ins
teresting and profitable one, but it was thought unwise, owing to lack of funds
and other causes, to incur the exi)]ense of publishing a report of the same.

Delegates were appointed at that gathering to attend the International S. S.
Convention at Chicago in June last, but the brethren so appointed were unavoid-

ably unable to be present, and the following telegraphic message was sent by the
executive in the name of this Association :

“‘To the President of the International S. 8. Convention, Chicago, U, 8.
The Nova Scotia 8. 8. Association sends Greeting.” * Now the lord of peace
himself give you pesce always by all means. The Lord be with you all, 2 Thes.
3. 16. And who will hearken unto you in this matter, for as his share is that
goeth down to the battle, so shall his share be that tarrieth by the stuff; they
shall share alike.” 1 Sam. 80: 24,

In reponse to which the following was received, ‘‘ All that are with me salute
thee. Greet them that love us in the faith, Grace be with you all, Titus 3: 15
Now the God of Peace that brought again from the dead our Loxrd Jesus that
great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well
pleasing in his sight, throu;;h Jesus Christ: To whom be glory for ever and ever.

21,

Amen, Heb, 13: 20 & »
(Sgd.i WILLIAM REYNOLDS, Chairman,
fifth International 8. 8, Convention, Chicago.

Referring again to the Provincial Convention of last year, your committee re-
joice that as an outcome of the meeting of Primary Workers held thereat, Prim«
ary Unions have been organized at Yarmouth an Halifax, and a renewed inter-
est in Primary work inaugurated ; and they endosse the appointment by the Na-
tional Primary Union, of Miss Sarah Robinson, as Primary Secretary for Nova
Scotia. Your committee refer with much satisfaction to the enoouugzlg progress
of general 8. 8. Work in the sister Province of New Brunswick, (5our representa-
tives being invited to be present at the organization of the last County Associa<
tion in that Province, on the 80th, J uly at Hillsboro, Albert County.

Sensible of the great value of bounty Organizations, your committee have en-
deavoured in every way to encourage the same, and have adopted this as one of
th: subjects for discussion at the present convention ; and they feel assured that
the reports of work done in the metropolitan and other counties, which will also

be presented at this convention, will serve to stimulate and encourage this branch

of our work,

Your Committee have been in correspondence with the International Execu-
tive Committec during the year, and di expect to have a special representative
trom that body at this Convention, but have been diuflpoinhd in that
A visit from Mr. Jacobs, Chairman of the Internation ixecutive Committee,

il b i . 2
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and also Mrs, W, F, Crafts, to the Province of New Brunswick in October next

nvention, if it is thought advis-
ab) e‘rti]o arrange if poasiblg_for an extension of their visit to our Province,
e

y in connection with the next meeting of the Executive, [t will therefore de«
volve on this Convention to appoint delegates t,

Your Committee heartily endorse tne action of the International Committee
i "heological Seminaries and all other instix
tutions of learning under control of Evangelical Christians, ur- ‘ng the adoption

ning as will best

two principles-—*‘ an intense thorough denominntionsl evelop-
ment, and a cordial broad sympathetic, co-operative catholicity.” Your ( Jommittee
would refer to the report of the Treasurer, which will be submitted, and call
attention to the very limited sum placed at the disposal of the Executiye, the
amount expended for postage alone (and which is not charged in the account, )
almost equalling the sum received. They would urge upon the Convention the
importance of placing such an amount at the disposal of our successors as will
enable to carry on more effectively tha work of the association,

The Statistics presented, are those submitted to the International Convention
at Chicago and are as follows : schools, 651 ; scholars, 40,878 ; teachers and offi-
cers, 46”; totals, 45,489 ; population, 387,800, This shows an apparent Increase
on the report presented at the previous International Convention at Louisville,
Ky. in June 1884, of 264 schools, 10,615 scholars, and 1205 officers and teachers,
"Total apfaront increase, 11,820,

The leading theme of this third Provincial S, 8. Convention, which was
adopted by your Comnmittee, is Power, Spiritual Dynamics. And th? earnestly
trust that a fresh endowment of spiritual power may be experience by all our
workers, and that the development of this theme shall receive careful study and
faithful prayer, ‘‘ that the Spirit of the Lord may rest upon us ; the Spirit of
wisdom and understanding ; ghe Spirit of counsel and might ; the Spirit of know-
ledge and of the fear of the LorA.”

pectfully submitted for the Executive Committee,
CHAS. H. LONGARD.
Picton, N, 8., August 24th, 1887, Cor, and Stat, Secretary,

Treasurer’s report was read by the Treasurer, 8. Waddell
an adverse balance of $14.69. The re

that this deficit be immediately wiped
were received to the amount of $14.38,
The following reports from County Associations were received :—
Annapolis County by J, W, Whitman, read by ¢ H. Longard,
IE{Ialifu by S. Waddell, Lunenburg by E, L, Nash, Kings by Rev. S, B.
empton,
The Business Committee reported that the sessions of the Convention
be as follows : morning session from 9 to 12,30 ; afternoon 2,30 to 5.30;
eveuning 7,30, ’ '
The Devotional Committee reported as follows : half hour devotional

meeting this evening at St. Andrew's church at 7} p. m, conducted by

‘Major Theakston ; Thursday 7 a. m, in Prince Street Hall, James

Thompson, chairman ; 2.30 p. m. Prince Street Hall, R. N. Beckwith,
chairman ; 9 a, m, Prince Street H. l, John Ross, chairman ; 7.30 p. m.
Prince Street Church, F. B. Robb, chairman, and open air meetings at
7 o'clock each evening conducted b Laverton Harris, This session was

1(;lomd by singing the doxology, ‘* Praise God from whom all blessings
. 0'. »n

»  showing
port was received, and resolved
out. Voluntary subscriptions
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SECOND SESSION.—Warcoun Mzrring.

The Convention met in St. Andrew’s church at 7.30 p. m.  The first

balf hour was cceupied with devotional exercises led by Msjor Theskston
of Halifux. The president’s chair was ocoupied by Principal Mc¢Kay of
Pictow. After singing hymn, ** All hsil the power .of Jesus Dame,”
the Rev. Alexander Faleoner, of Pictou was introduced by him, and
delivered the ‘* Address of Welcome” to delegates which was responded
to by the President, Herbert Harris. After the singing of the hymn,
¢ There shall be showers of bleasing,” Mr. Harris said : It was an
honor and privilege to be in Pictou and enjoy the hospitality of the
town. It was a long time since he had been in Pictou, and agreat many
changes had taken place. The kind reception to delegates had been
marked indeed, and impressed itself on their minds very foroibly. “We
are one with you,” said the president, *“in the work in which we are en-
gaged.” It is, he considered, the most important branch of church work,
and next to the preaching of the gospel he held 8. S work the most im-
portant. The more one labors in it the more he grows in love for the
work, and it was certainly dear to all hearts,. While some have not
been called to it they must have felt that the teaching of the young is the
hope of the church ; the saving «f the young is the hope ot the world.
A short time ago a convention was held in Chicago, and the delegations
there represented 10,000,000 S. S. children. Think of that. We are
doing our pirt, and we hope Pictou will come to the front and do better
than she has done. She is doing a noble work. We listened with grati-
tication to remarks regarding advanced education, etc., and we hope S. 8.
work will soon be up to the standard it ought to be. A 8.S. Association
like the one in Halifax and elsewhere, should be turmed, and then the
Christians in Pictou would be better able to carry on the work in the
county. It is intended to organize a convention in every county, so that
the work may be more efficiently carried on. An anthem was well ren-
dered by the choir, after which Rev. S, B. Kempton, Cunard, gave an
address on *‘ Power in the word, the earnest of 8. S. success.”’ A colleotion
was taken during the singing of the hymn *“ I gave my life to thee.” The
chairman of business committee announced Thursday’s meetings, after
which this session was brought to a close by singing hymn, ‘ Chriat re-
ceiveth sinful men,” and benedistion by Rev. A. Falconer.

THIRD SESSION.

Devotional exercises were held according to appointment at 7 a. m.
Thursday, led by James Thompson, and at 9 in same place, led by
John Burgoyne. The regular session was opened by singing hymr No.
65, ‘“ 1s your lamp burning my brother ?”’ and prayer by Rev. John Me-
Millan. Minutes read and adopted. M. Burgoyne presented the report
of the spectal committee on the Exec utive Committee’s report, which,
after some discussion, was laid over to a future session. The president
then introduced Dr. Angwin of Halifax, who read a very able and inter-
esting paper on ‘‘ Power in the careful preparation of the lesson.”
The paper gave rise to a considerable discussion. E. D. King said that
teachers who go to the school in an unprepared state were failing in their
duty to their master. Principal McKay held that teachers could not
study too much. They lhoultf always have their lessons carefully pre-
;nrod. They would get power from the Holy Spirit if they asked for it.

he more we study the fuller our knowledge. Rev. E. Scott said the
teacher should look upon himself as a burning glass, one side open and
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the centre spread out collocting all the light possible. Collector MeDon-
ald liked to see a thorough study of the Bible ; that is hetter than all the
commentaries upon the Bible. Mr. Smith said the L. 8. was not ' the
Place for helps.  The teachers should o into the schools with their heads
full and their hearts full. Ry, Mr. Turnbull thought the helps of great
advantage. R J. Sweet expressed himself in & similar manner, Mr: R.
N. Beckwith said that two kinds of preparations were necessary to sue-
ceed in this work, and the most important was the prepsration of .the
heart. That was the first thing. We must be in communion with God,
We must ask for the aid of the divine Spirit, before we undertake to
study the lesson or presume to go before our classes to endeavor to bresk
unto then the bread of life. He was in favor of the leaves to acertain ex-
tent. The great danger is that we scan too many leaves. We should
always look at the golden text and the parallel passages bearing on
it, and should always look after the spiritual well being of those under
our care. We should never lose sight of that. We should endeavor to
%0 present the truth that the scholars will be attracted by it and led to
give their hearts to the Lord. The preparation of the head and heart is
the main thing, and not too man leaves. We should not take the leaves
%o the school. Bros. Harris, ﬁonigh. Sutherland and others spoke,
At the conclusion a ve:y hearty standing vote of thanks was tendered
Dr. Angwin. The hymn, ““I will guide thee with mine eye.” was
sung, and the Rev. E. Scott of New Glasgow led in prayer. Dr, Ang-
win's paper elicited much discussion among the different members of the
Convention—with g0 much interest that it was resolved that J. Burgoync
requested to prepure a synopsis of it. Afrer singing, the Rev. John
McMillan delivered an able and practical address on ‘‘ Teacher's
meetings and how to conduct them.” On motion Mr, McMillan was
tendered the hearty thanks of the meeting, and agreed that his paper
and that of Dr, Angwin’s be published and distributed. After general
discussion of the Paper and practical suggestions, on motion F. B. Robb
Was appointed to suinmarize Mr. McMillan’s remarks in such paper and
report at evening session. A. Dennis of the Pictou StaNpaRD offered to
make a report of the roceedings of the sevaral seasions of the Convention
for distribution to defegstel who might leave with him their names and
address. 'T'he Business Committee reported that the order of business this

evening would be in accordance with printed programme, and that
i he ensuing year:
E. D. King, Halifax,

the

S. A. CroweLr, Yarmouth,
J. NaLDER, Windsor, James Forraesr, Halifax,
J. F. BraNcHARD, Truro, J. C. McInrosH, Halifax,
A. M. BgLy, Halifax, ARTHUR Davison, Amherst,
Rzv.Joun M. Cavrran, Pictou, C. H. LoNcarb, Correspwmding Sec'ty.

After singing, the session was clesed by Rev. Mr, Callan pronouncing
the benediction.

FOURTH SESSION,

Thursday afternoon session commenced as usual with a half hour devo-
tional exercise conducted by R. N. Beckwith. The regular meeting
taen began by singing hymn No, 1 on sheet, and prayer by Dr. Lathern,
R. N. Beckwith ro:f the resolution prepared by Mr, Burgoyne on Dr.
Angwin’s paper, and F. B, Robb presented a resolution bearing on the
paper on teacher’s meetings by Rev. John McMillan, both of which
imssed unanimously. The following are the resolutions :—
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Resolved, that after listening to tbe paper read by Dr., Angwin and thedis-
cussion which followed, this Convention is of opinion that in the preparation of
the teacher for his work, the essentials to success are a careful and complete study
of God’s word, and a heart filled with love, and guided by the Holy Spirit. These
essentials being secured, the Convention recommends that the lesson be read the
week before hand together with the necessary parallel passages of scripture, and
any good articles bearing upon them, that :{l the helps possible shall be used in
the study of the lesson, but not before the class, except notes of the teacher’s
own preparation, including scripture references gleaned during study; that the
scholars shall be encouraged in the use of the Bible exclusively in the class, and
that the teacher shull aim to enforce some leading thought, or eentral truth, tos
wards which all other truths shall converge, and to be burned into the minds and
hearts of the scholars, through the aid of the Holy Spirit, which is ever ready to
bless all christian work done in earnest simplicity and prayerful directness of pur-

pose

hesolvod, that in view of the infinite issues which hang upon the destinies of
the immortal souls committed to the charge of the Sabbath School teacher, and
the absolute neces:tv ¢ the convincing power of the Holy Spirit to attend the
efforts of the teache., .. do express our Eigh approval of t{m Teacher’'s Mecting,
both as it conduces to the more thorough preparation of the lesson by the teacher,
a8 well as the mutual intercourse of sympathy, fraternal counsel and good cheer in
the work, and also, as we learn to bear one another’s burdens” and so fulfil the law of
Christ; and we would urge upon members of Convention, and all Sabbath School
workers, and especially every Sabbath School teacher, to take advantage of the
opportunity thus given to study, *to show thyself approved, a workman, that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth among them,”
praying God the Father to so fill us with the Holy Spirit, that we may be con«
strained to preach Christ and Him crucified, as dying men to dying men, not only
_ by our example, seeking to exhibit a life “unspotted from the world,” but also

by precept, senflng the truth upon the hearts and consciences of those who shall
be jewels of Christ’s crown of rejoiciug.

A letter from B. F. Jacobs, chairman of the International Committee
having been read by E. D. King, it was resolved that this letter be grate-
fully acknowledged, and that it be left to the Executive Committee to
act upon the suggestions therein contained. The report of the special
committee on the Executive Committee’s report was adopted, except the
clause in reference to engaging the services of delegates from abroad.
It was afterwards agreed to leave the matter of inviting Mr. Jacobs and
Mrs. Crafts to hold a couference with Sabbath School workers in the
hands of the Executive Committee. At the request of the president,
John S. Smith was asked to answer the following question :

Is it desirable to have the members of our schools pledged against
the use of intoxicating liquors, tobaceo, and profane language ! If so,
would it be advisable to recommend to the Sabbath School teachers to
take up the work ?

Mr. Smith, in response, while deploring the prevalence of the vices
named, did not see his way clear to make the recommendation any more
than to leave it to the exercise of the individual conscience. Professor
Kierstead of Acadia College, Wolfville, addressed the Convention in his
terse style ; subject, ** Power of Christian Character in 8unday School
work,” for which he received a hearty vote of thanks. Discussion on the
topic elicited favorable comments from the delegates. The following is
the Spacial Committee’s report on the Executive Committee's report above
referred to : *‘ Your Committee to whom had been referred the report of
the Executive Committee, beg leave to recommend its adoption so_far as

it concerns the record of the past year’s work. While your committee:

would gladly hail a visit to this Province from Mr. Jacobs, a Samson in
sunday school work, and from Mrs, Crafts, a Good-honored wcrker, the
do not see their way clear to assume the necessary expense, which suc
visit would demand, and therefore do not make any recommendations in
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- the matter. Your committee would recommend that credentials be given
to any member of our association who will volunteer to attend the
Chatauqua Conference in August next, the Executive Committee to be
entrusted with the furnishing of such credentials. In order to prevent a
deficit in the treasury in future, your committee would recommend that
the Sunday Schools ‘in this association be requested to make an annual
payment of at least one cent for each scholar of its membership. This
vlar, they believe, while imposing a very light burden upon our schools,

- would furnish ample means to effectually carry on the work. Your com-
mittee would emphasize the paragraph of the executive committee’s
report calling attention to the effort being made looking to the immedi-
ate formation of Normal Bible classes among teachers.

A paper on ‘‘ County Associations, their purpose and value,” was read
by James Forrest of Halifax. The practical remarks of the paper evoked
considerable practical discussion by several members of the Convention.

" The usual time being exhausted, it was agreed that time of discussion be
extended ten'minutes longer. It was finally resolved that this Convention,
recogni.ing the importance of organized effort in Sabbath School work,
recommend, that as soon as possible a county association be fo'med in
every county not already organized for effective effort. The session was

then closed, singing, * Praise God from from whom all blessings flow,”

and Dr. Burns pronouncing the benediction.

FIFTH SESSION,

This Thursday evening devotional meeting as usual from 7.30 to 8
o’clock p. m., presided over by F. B. Robb of Amherst. Meeting proper
opened by the president who called on the choir for an anthem, which
was exceedingly well rendared. Referring to the music, he said it was
a foretaste of that angelic sound which bye and bye he hoped all would
enjoy. Rev. Dr. Lathern delivered .n exceedingly interesting address
on ‘“the power of prayer in 8. S, work.” He was followed by Rev. Dr.
Burns, who gave an address on ¢ how to retain the older scholars.”
Mr. Smith then spoke briefly in regard to the society of Christian
Endeavor. 1t was started six years ago with 68 members ; now it has
140,000. He predicted that in ten years branches of the Society would
be established all over the land. Oa motion of Dr. Burns and seconded
by Dr. Lathern, it was

Resolved that this Convention would record a general approval of the objects
and operation of the Society of Christian Endeavor and remit it to the Executive
Committee to consider how far the plan may be recommended for introdaction in
connection with our Sabbath Schools,

Af'er an anthem by the chair, Mr. Blanchard of Windsor, spoke as
follow: :—*¢ Like the Rev. gentleman who preceded me, [ too have pleas-
ant memories ot Pictou. They extend far beyond the time referred to
by these gentlemen, It was something like half a century ago when the
venerable McKinlay was Minister of Prince St. church, und the time
when as a boy I went to school in this town, and when I went out to
the little pond fishing and bathiog with the boys. I sometimes wish that
I was a boy again. Yes, I have pleasant recollections of Pictou, and to-
day I could not resist the temptation to tear myself away from the Con-
ventionito visit some of the old places I visited when a boy, and see the
eights and objects familiar to my mind for nearly 50 years. There are
always feelings of sadness in saying good bye, but whiist feelings of sad-
ness may be experienced, we also have feelings of pleasure. I could have
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wished to have lingered longer at the Convention. We were charmed
with the soul-stirring music, not only in convention, but by the choits
which so kindly geve their services to make our meetings pleasant and
:mublc, and for our edification. If there is one thing above another

st will make one feel joy in Heaven, it is music, snd when we have
musio rendered so well as that to-night, it gives us a foretaste of that go{
which we hope to ex perience when we hear the heavenly ehoir. As del-
tes and members of Convention, you, the citisens of Pictou, have
kindly admitted us to your homes, and not only to your homes but to
our hearts as well. We have enjoyed shis season exceedingly. We
ave experienced the home-like pleasure of meeting, not strangers but
friends. Although most of us were received as strangers, we have not
been treated as such. We goaway as friends, and 1 may say for myself.
and I re-echo the minds of others, we go away charmed and delighted
with the pleasure we experienced in ma ing friendships. We go away
with pleasant memories of Pictou, and we hope many of us will be spared
to see you again. At all events, one thing we say, that wherever our
conventions may bein the future, we shall always be delighted to see
representatives from Pictou. 1 say, therefors, farewell, and in going
away we hope to carry blessings as we hope blessings may be left.”
Rev. J. M. Callan said :—** On behalf of the citizens of Pictou, I bid you
good-bye. When 1 entered the Hall yesterday, 1 must confess it was
with feelings of indifference, and  sort of curiosity mixed up with it to
gsee and hear what was likely to go on. But 1 found the meetings of this
convention so profitable that I have been led to take a deeper interest
in them than at first 1 expected 1 would, Some people say there is no
food in these conventions, that delegates meet together and air their own
ittle conceits and vanities, and that there is no real practical good derived
from them. Now, this is the first convention I have attended, and from

t I have seen and heard, 1 am thoroughly convinced that the opin-
jons of such people are altogether wrong. Conventions like this one do
good. 1t is our duty as christians to assemble together and take steps
as to the best means of promoting the glory of God and the best interest
of His church on earth. While we bid you goed bye, it is our earnest
wish that you will soon return, and I can assure you from my heart that
you will all be welcomed.” After a beautiful solo, * consider the lilies,”
by A. Rice, an eminent \onor singer of New Glasgow, on motion of E.
D. King, it was

Resolved that the hearty thanks of this convention be tendered to the friends
of Pictou who have opened their hearts and homes to the delegates attending this
Convention for their generous entertainment, and kindly sympathy in our work;
to the pastors and trustees of churches for the use of their church and other
buildings; to the members of the choirs for excellent music, which has so thrilled
an? inspired our hearts; to the Intercolonial, the proprietors of railway and steam-
boat compenies for reduced fares to delegates, and especially to the local com-
mittee of management of Pictou for the exccllent preparatory arrangements,

; which have so largely contributed to the great success of this convention.

A vote of thanks was tendered brother McHeffey for faithful and
painstaking work as recording secretary, which evoked a suituble re-
sponse. Hymn 89, * When the mists are cleared away,” having been
sung, the president gave a few partiog words and then closed the Cin-
vention by all joining in singing the Doxology, Praise God from whom
all blessings flow. (signed)

W. K. McHEFFEY,

Resording Secretary,
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Addresses at Second Convention.

Our Sunday School Work—Its Defects and their Remedies.

Br Rav, Axparson RoGars oy Yarnovyn,

——

“* Our 8unday School work.”—We all know what thas is. Nevertheless
?reu the question, ““What is the work of tiie Snnda School ?” and it will be
ound in a vastly grnter number of cascs than she mantle of charity can
posssbly cover, that no satisfactory answer can be given. It may he xlibly
said ‘“ our work is to teach about Jesus.” In the face of the fact that multi-
tudes have been in our schools for eight or ten years, and graduated uncon.
verted, and yet all the while were ‘¢ taught ~hout Jesus,” no ene, cn reflection
will accept the above as a satisfactory answer., To say that our work in the
unday School is to teach the lesson for the day, means nothing ; for the
teacher who has had no control of the lesson, of the class, nor of himself,
lup{olel he has taught it. That many teachers do know what Sunday School
work should be, and with singleness of purpose bend their efforts to the
attaining of the object in view, can by no means be placed as an offset to the
lack of that knowledge by others.

Our work as teachers is not to drill in sacred history and geography,
oriental customs and manners, N or is itto narrate anecdotes in this anec-
dotal age. Nor is it, chiefly, to expound doctrines however important ; nor
enforce practical lessons, however necessary for every day life ; our work is
nothing less than winning  the heart of every one in.our classes to the
Saviour ; and when won, to aim at developing a Christ like charaster. This
is our Sunday School work—What are the defects? What the remedies ?

Are we then to begin by pointing out blemishes, and thus discourage
struggling teachers, who, wearied at heart, 'nd chaffed in spirit, have come
here, not to be subjected to a running fire, bus to be cheered by sympathy and
strengthened by worcds of counsel ? It would be a sorry piece of work to point
out the defects in Sunday School work for the satisfaction of finding fauls.
Such would rank with the conduct of & boy, who was recently observed
throwing stones for a low-minded dog %o pursue, and who rewarded the in-
dustrious efforts of the ungainly cur by battering his lank sides. We sy it
without the fear of contradiction, the teacher who has the loftiest aim, and
the most perfected consecration, is the one that most readily welcomes sug-
Kestions even from those that have not attained his own roundness of effort.
If, as the sage putsit, ‘“a knowledge of our ignorance is the first step to-
wards true knowledge,” we may be sure thet every earnest worker w o is
reaching out to the as yot unattained will desire to know the truth, the whole

truth, so far as it con be expressed, and nothing but the truth.

As we look narrowly
from ineficient organisation ; many more from inefficient teaching ; while the
test of all defects we shail reserve for final treatment, without mention-

8 what it is just now.

First, then, defects in organization. It would hardly be to the point to
of achools that have no organization ; where inatead of international
lessons, a half dosen chapters from 2. man different bLooks of the Bible are
Sanght during the same hour. It is to be hoped that schools of this class are
fow and far between ; though two yearz ago they were plentiful enough, In
such a school, at least one present was fod for three summer months on dis.
‘quisitiony based on the prophecy of Hosea To speak respectfully, they weore
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historico—prophetioal dissertations, greatly to_the liking of the teacher, no
doubt, but containing nov putriment for the ordinary scholar. All that is re-
membered of that summer’s teaching is * Ephraim went to the Assyrian and
sent to king Jareb ;" the impression being that he went to the dogs, as it were.

An organized _school like any other organis m presupposes oneness of life;
unity of effort. Not merely life, but onenese of life ; not effort alone, but
unity of effort. This is just what many schools do not exhibit. There is
want of esprit du corps. There is no golden hoop to convert staves inte a
vessel in which to hold waters of refreshing. There is no electric current
passing from hand to hand, from heart to heart. Teachers complain of the
want of cooperation on the part of church members. The complaining has

rown chronic, and yet the evil prevails. Schools fail to secure cooperation
rom their christian constituencies because there is no plan to reach them.
A teacher here and there whose enthusiasm burns in an atmosphere that
makes the teeth of ordinary christians chatter, can and will arouse the in¥er~
est of the parents, but these are the exception. The average teacher’s liver
is apt to vary, and he requires the enthusiasm of numbers, the tidal wave of
associated effort, in order to do his best. Even if there is no meeting for the
study of the lesson, (and the less experiened the teachin% staff the greater
the loss) there certainly ought to be a conferring together by superintendent
and teachers on the many in to the well being of the
school, The unskilled must know the best plans for overcoming difficulties ;
the discouraged must have the support and sympathy of the successful. It
is admitted that joys are doubled by being shared ; it is equally true that
sorrows are halved by gimilar treatment.

Take another defect resulting from feeble urganization, and a glaring
defect it is—the large number of young persons between the ages of 15and 20
years not found in our schools, How can this be remedied ? 1t may be confi-
dently asserted that such a state of matters could never have existed if
soncentrated, loving, persistent efforts had been put forth at the right time.
Many of the class referred to were once in our schools, Not a few who
dropped out because of a worn coat, or some other thin excuse, have been
left out 80 long—left ont by us—that they are ashamed to come back. 1 know
of a boy neglected since last spring time. A talk on the street, (by one not
his teacher either) resulted in his return to school where he has been in regu-
lar attendance since. Generally speaking however, such a simple remedy
will not suffice. A teacher in one of our schools has spent two years in gain-
ing back lads that had fallen away ; and he dare hardly say that he bas them
all secured yet. Nothing but a high pre=sure, the physical and material
weight of the whole management of the achool, will bring back to the true
pastures the herds of young goats that now are seeking food in the wilder~
ness. 'To obtain that high pressure, the superintendent and teachers must
sit down together, sit down hard, plan together, work together.

Another defect to which I am expected to refer is the closing of schools,
during the winter season. To those accustomed to the habit of schools be-
coming dormant six months in the year, it is considered a necessity, like the
fastening down of an outside cellar door. And yet do day schools find it
necessary to hibernate ? In many localities whare the Sunday Schools are
closed during the cold season the attendance at the public schools is much in
excess of that durin the summer months. If it be said. ** little children can-
not attend Sunday %chools in stormy wintry weather,? the simple reply is,
Sunday Schools are by no means exclusively for little children. Does society
cur’ bruin-like during the snowy geason? The strange contradictoriness
of hur. : actions may be seon in this, that during the months in which the
pulse of social life beats fastest, many of our Sunday Schools are frozen
through and through, and bound with festers of ice.

Now the way to doa thing is to do it; and the way not to do a thing is
not to do it. Letsu erintendent and teachers agree that the gchool shall not

be closed, and it will not be closed—never closed again,
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Another defect in preparation is ne
Klan is better than no plan, After studying the lesson ]
imself what he woulg have the scholars koow, T
lesson is apprehended (and definiteness of apprehension is to be judged by
the power to reproduce in words) the more efficiensly can it be taught.

(2) " Defective class work, Here it is possible only in the boldest
manner, to indicate evilg that need redressing. Iy the forefront of these may
be placed the use that is made of helps during the lesson hour, In many
instances the bible has been supplanted. For three years the speaker sat
under the cold shadow of helps in the and in his own,
class was very well behaved, the
gentleman was certainly salutary, g is eoncerned, I
am not conscious of having been once impressed. Scholars must be accus~
tomed to use their bibles, Let the teaching of the lesson bhe buttressed with

ssages from God’s Word, and the thought of the carnal heart, that the
ﬁai‘b'e 1san ill-assorted mass, will be di . This is one way of leading
the young to see ‘¢ wondrous things " in 's Law,

Another defect in teaching is to take for granted 1ht scholars are famil-
iar with the A, B, C. of christian knowledge.  That j,. v have a wonderfu]
insight into some particulars, every teacher knows ; bu; their denge ign
ance in other matters simple enough tn the matured mind, is equally remark-

chers make sure that the words and hrases which pass as
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villages, and g ; that furiously and relent-
lessly pursued him to death, and that found one ready to wreak their hate still
further by piercing his heart when still in death ; let teachers realize, in ad.-
dition@at they may be the means of saving many souls from the mire of
sin, saving even the most reckless, hardened scholar in school, and have the
added joy in eternity of seeing these jewels cleansed and polished, and made
fit for the crown ’(i Him who holds the sceptre of universal] dominion, and
we shall cease to Bar of those who have peither €nergy nor earnestness in
Sunday School work. ;
Nothing but lack of time prevents me from telling of one case, out of
many, where a boy who had been a street thief was taught in a Mission
School, about the Saviour; and who, rather than continue to pilfer, suffereqd
himself to be beaten to death’s door by a drunken father (from the effocts of
the bruising he died in a few hours) rather than continue in the course of sin,
we put forth wise, persistent and consecrated effort, we may depend on the
Spirit of the Lord coming with almighty power to change the heart, Let us
never forget that this Power must come from God. You may mslt iron with-
out a blow-pipe into a utty-like mass, but you cannot run it into a mould
and make it receive a distin.i and an abiding impression. It cools before you
can handle it. Just so in veaching. We may stir the feelings powerfy ly,
but alas ! how soon they cool. When however the breath of the Eord comes,
their hearts are melted through and through, and made fit to receive the
image of the divine Saviour,
Are we then because of abounding defects to give up teaching ?
means, if the love of God is in our hearts, The work is His ; the reward
is. “They that be wise (margin, teachers) shall shine as the brightness

of the firmament ; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars
forever and ever,”

How to Teach the Bible.

By Rkv, 8. B, Duxx,

———

Assuming without debate that the Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing

e is the teacher’s text-book, the question becomes one of vital
consequence, How best to teach it
And in discussing this topic with as much brevity as its broad compass
imi ime will permit, let me detain you for g moment
Preliminary point or two,
And first, the Bible showld be taught with a definite aim,

A primary canon of effective teaching is, Take aim,
son in hand, made up as it is ge

the Bible is taught simply when the
ay is covered, nor yet when the matter prepared
y the teacher is transmit to the pupil’s mind, A right aim lies more
remote-—deeper—it is to win to Christ, and reaches to character. Would
yeu learn, then, how ro teach the Bible » I answer. Take aim,
Second, the @ proper spivit,

It is well rowth of plants and flowers and fruit

depends upon ¢ ure and climate generally. A tropi.
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cal warmth is favorable to the best results, while polar cold and arctic storms
are fatal. Now the teacher’s spirit constitutes the climate of his class, deter-
mines its temperature and forms the belting atmosphere in which his pupils
grow. Let his spirit be cold, indifferént or severe, and the withering, st.unt.-
ing effect i in i d failure ; but let it be digni-
fied, affectionate i i gs will be *‘ as the garden of the
Lord.” 1 plead, then, for the tropical spirit. Let * the
ruth in love,” be your motto. school a Conservatory. Carry sun-
shine into your class, and make ever} Jesson beam with the light of love.

And now for my main theme, The best method of Bible Teaching.

To speak generally, it is all embraced in this : Teach the Bible hiblically,

thatis in the Bible way, atter Bible models in particuhr.

1. Teach the Bible concretely.

The average mind, especially of youth, finds it difficult to comprehend
truth in abstract forms, but let the same truth, whether of doctrine or prin-
cip'e be embodied in concrete forms, as seen in living men and real life, and
the difficulty largely disappears. g

How much of the Bible itself which is the Divine method. is moulded on
this plan. The truth there is for the most part concrete. Witness its his-
tories, its biographies, its impersonations 0 character. The Author of the
Word has dwelt with abstract and abstruse truth as He dealt with dust in
Eden, built it up into a living form, hreathing into its nostrils the breath of
life. To teach the Bible conceretely, therefore, is the Bible way.

And it is scientific, or perhaps I should say, artistic. You seldom see a
landscape scene on the painter’s canvass but a human flgure is inserted some-
where in the foreground or background, in order to make the picture life-
like and to afford to t i beholder a scale of measurement in re-
spect to size and proportion. an figure is wanting, Art
wins its proudest trinmphs, i hole into parts, but in the
synthesis of part le, notint on of a single leaf, for
example, but in the present.ation of the entire tree. The concrete is carried
up from the simple to the complex, from the mere detail to the collective.

And here let me pause to point out to the teacher a common danger.
The lesson as it i8 furnished, cut and dried, in the Berean leaf is analyse
down to such minuteness that the average mind is confused and bewildered.
It is made to have so many points that it practically has no point at all. The
tree is pulled to pieces into leaf : the bird is plucked for its feathers, and is no
longer a bird at all and certainly cannot fly. The human figure is left out of
the picture. The concrete is destroyed.

Now I takeit, that, for the teacher at any rate, the opposite method is
the right one. His work in the class is not to analyse the lesson into firstly,
cecondly and thirdly, into theological dogmas, or doctrinal reflections ; but
rather to synthetize the practica points into moral duties, and to build up
his materials into character and manhood. Make everything gather around
and centre in character. Give personality to teaching. Look at the Great
Teacher's sermon 0D the Mount, and see how concrete His teaching is. In
its initial sentence, He does not deal in a mere abstraction and say, *' Blessed

is poverty of spirit,” but He puts living men_before you. «« Blessed are the

poor in spirit.” And so throogh the whole nine beatitudes, as indeed
everywhere in that model lesson, the truth is taught concretely.

1t may be objected {0 this canon, that the character of the inc. vidual les-
son in many instances makes a concrete treatment impossible. 1 reply, this
rarely occurs. Kxamive the International Lessons for 1886, as 1 have done
and it will be found that almost withont an exception each lesson has a
charactr in it and therefore will readily yield to a concrete mould:

A more common objection might be a want of the necessary talent. 1
reply, cultivate this talnt. Cultivate the style called the picturesque.
Acquire the art of pictwing. Cultivate the graphic, the photographic.
Make yo1r class sce as well as know. Not only] give them thoughts, give
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them ideas, mental images,
teach the Rible concretely,

window, wall and roof,
truth too plain and too attracti
“likes.”

Here again we turn to the Bible for our model, There is no lack of

windows in Bible teaching. In the Olq Testament the Lord says: ‘‘] have

i isions, and uged similitudes, ty the ministry of the prophets, "’

) e8pecially in the discourses of the Great Teacher,

aCkberries or as eorn on a cob, ¢ The Kingdom

€4 grain of mustard seed ;7 it is ¢ like leaven ;” it jg like

& merchant man, &, ” Lilies, Sparrows, a thousand familiar things are made
to illustrate the truth taught ungi) teaching becomes pictorial

stration will be found in

6 will throw light upon another, The g
‘Omans 12, ¢, « t us prophesy accordin,
*“analogia of faith,” And our Lord says in
not be be hroken ;" that is, 1¢ must be tak
Bible, then, quote the Bible,
ginal references, Bring your cen
the Bible. The New Testament quotes the Qld
and sne third of these quotations are made by
scripture wil] supply a teacher with plenty of
no end of windows,

So will « Leey, “ye of observation,
mind will lay hold of current events
objects and make them lend their li
teacher’s mucilage pot for convenient

A word of caution, however,
illustrates. Sometimes window

a dim religious light,” I am not
3 certainly it ig dim, Now illustrationg that darken,
however much they may decorate and ornament, are to be eschewed,

Again, I would say, be very niggard of anecdotes. A teacher that is
in his anecdotage is far gone towards second childhood and hasg degenerated
into a mere story-teller, No Part of the fabric of teaching is made up of
Yarn. With these cautions teach the Bible illultuti%ly.

3. Teach the Bible rlim-riminatrly.
oes a farmer dircriminate between varieties of soil 80 as to adapt kinds
of seed and modes of tillage to the Decessities of each cage ? Does a worker in
wood carefully avoid Planing against he grain ? And ought not a worker in
mind and a cu’ ivagor i
and conditions of hig
i adaptin

any one
mood and materia|

teacher can find 5

the mind will remain closed "

tion the safe ig h ly b + and wige
steward, whom his hem theiy
portion of meat in dye season,” Th i wise if he
does not have due regard to kind, quantit and season in th distribution of
food to the family, ql‘herefore teach the Bible diocrimlnately.
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4. Finally, teach the Bible interrogatively.

1 would punctuate the lesson from beginning to end with interrogation
points, especially in the case of younger pt ijls. The average boy—1 am not
so sure about the female mind, for the sentler sex is fonder of answering than
of asking (uestions, particularly when the question is popped,- e
boy, I say, i8 himself an interrogation point, and can ask more questions
five minntes than the teacher could answer in a life time. A question there-
fore appeals O this twist in hisn Besides, there is nothing like 2
crooked interrogation point to hoo i

that may lie there unknown to himself.

wisely handled will fish it up. Mere questions, , are of little value.
A string of questions with no information between, can hardly be called a
Jesson. 1 have aaid 1 would punctuate the lesson with interrogation points ;
but then there must be something t0 punctuate. A Question to a class should
be like water poured down & dry pump to help suction and bring more water
ap ; or like a charge of gun-cotton in a lode of precious ore, loosening it and
making it available. First, store the mind of the tau ht with water from the
well-spring of the word, and then hy wise (uestions help draw it out. First
deposit the precious ore of truth in the strata of the heart and then explode
it with an interrogation.

And now I must punctuate my own lesson on How to teach the Bible
with a period, or my audience will rise en masse an army of interrogation
points asking when I am going to gtop. 1 have not attempted to exhaust my
fruitful theme, nor yet to load my counsels with illustrative examples from
the Bible itself or from instances of successful teaching. These points are
left to be filled in as you would fill inan outline, 1 would sam up with the
simple remark ; Let the Rible be tanght concretely, illustratively, discrim+

inately, interrogatively.




Addresses at Third Convention.

Welcome Address.

By Rev. A. FavLcoNgr,

—

My duty to-night is both simple and pleasant, viz. to extend to you all a
welcome to our town, to our churches, and to our homes, And I think that
without mf' saying it, you might presume that we do it heartily. I feel that
I may safely say, that Pictou has always tried to observe the divine precept,
‘“ Use hos itality one to another without grudging,” Possibly we Picton-
ians have inherited from our Scotch ancestry, (for most of us trace our con-
nection therefrom) a certain degree of caution and reserve, According to
Dr. Blackie, the old Greek professor of Edinburgh, *“the Scot is a very
cauticus animal.” But when once the mind and heart have been reached,

i gh heartiness in the reception that he will give you. If he
at a man is worthy, he is ready to adopt and apply Paul’s advice to
a bishop, ** Be a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men,”

Then you have come as Christian teachers of the young, Now Pictonians
I think stand well to the front, in this Province, in two respects, viz : in
cheir love for education in general, and in their regard for the saving and
sanctifying truths of the old Bible, Well, your object is educational, and
your regard for the Bible should be suﬁreme, for does not your organization
exist to teach it ? It is therefore in armony with our traditions and good
name, that we should welcome such as you imvo our midst,

But whilst we thus extend to you a christian welcome, and whilst we
trust that each who comes to this Convention may receive a blessing, we at
the same time may reasonably expect that you will he helpful to us in stimu-
lating our zeal, and suggesting new methods, for the carrying forward of this
department of the Lord’s work., Much should be expected from such
gathering of Sabbath School workers. Elihu in reasoning with Job says,
“I will fetch my knowledge from afar,” And here we are bringing our
knowledge from various Quarters—fetching it from afar—and focusing it on
the one common object, That object should surely therefore look somewhat
brilliant under the operation. We are entitlrd to hope for the manifestation
of eome light, on the important matters that shal! occupy our ‘attention,

There is very much, friends, that should cheer and encourage us in con-
nection with this great and im rtant christian enterprise. When we look
at the history of this instltutro well say, what hath the Lord
wrought ? Vgh ath in every respect been made, |

think we may tinct e&cbs in the onward movement of Sabbath
n beg

School work, (1) The institutio an, as doubtless most of You ar« aware,
i t to instruct poor children. in the elements of secular education.

to such a purpose. (2) In the second
stage, the work was largely confined to the instruction of outh, in the facts
ln‘fdoctrinea of God's word. The Rospel was treated, rather ay a remedy,
the truths connected with which, should be comprehended, but only to be
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ac-ed upon by and by, after a fitting period of probation. (3) It was to be
exrect.ed that such a work could mot stop at such a point as that. The gos-
pel was intended to reach a salvation, adapted for childhood as for old age—

%o be truly honored by ap tance. An find, that the epoch
came, when the Sabbath Scho: ighest
aim of his work should be nothing shor i

entrusted to Lis care. That, the true S. S. worker now feels. is the ground
upon which he must stand. (4) But is there not another stage still : when
the Sabbath School was expected to do gomething, as an evangelizing institu

tion ! When religion has got control of the heart, it works outward, outward
towards a needy world. And so there is no thoroughly equipped school of
to-day that is not contributing more or less for missionary or other christian
objects.

Thus marked has been the progress in the advancement made by this
agency, in fu!-ther'mg the work of the christian church ; and surely this is

very encouraging to those who are devoting their energies to this department
of christian service.

I am rot sufficiently acquainted with the wok of S. 8. Conventions, to
know in what definite ways they may have furthered the interasts of this
great institution. But I can readily wnderstand, tuat the dis :ssions of
questions relating to the work b, those of large experience, musv nelp to en-
lighten, encourage and stimulate.

(1) We need enthusiasm in this, as well as in all christian work. Enthusi-
asm makes men strong. It wakes up the latent powers within them. There
are men working ia all departments of church service, who might be strong
men, but who from lack of enthusiasm, follow the beaten track, tremble at
difficulties, and die weaklings. We want this enthusiasm in the S. S.

teacher. And I doubt not that these conventions are adapted to awaken
this noble inspiration. ** As iron sharpeneth iron, so a man sharpeneth the
countenance of his friend.”

(2) Then I think they may also help to our obt.ainin%( a higher and bet-

ter qualified class of teachers. Itis surely & great mistake to suppose, that
S. 8. teaching is a work which any earnest christian is Kerfectly qualified to
undertake, or that any novice can successfully accomplish, We want christ-
jans certainly ; but they should be men who can wield the sword of the
spirit, which is the word of God, intelligently and gkillfully. 1 am afraid
that of some teachers it may be said, as a sagacious elder remarked of a young
preacher in the north of Scotland, *‘ the lad was more willinger than quali-
%eeder.” No, every pious man, is not fit for a 8. S. teacher. It is a great
mistake to suppose 80. Napoleon used to say, all depends upon who is behind
the bayonet. And so of him who is handling the sword of the Spirit. The
jssues are too momentous to admit of the notion that any one can teach.
And it is a hopeful feature of our times, that such notions are getting out of
date, and probably 5. S. Conventions have hastened their exit.

Bot 1 must not occupy your time in discussing these matters, as my
duty to-night is simply to bid you welcome to our midst. In the re-construc-
tion of human nature, into a habitation of God throngh the Spirit, there are
many workmen And ot the least important is he who is labor-
ing among the young. In the circle of church ife and duty, they must
always occupy & rominent place; and it is difficult to over-estimate the
claims of the ‘‘lambs of the flock” upon the church of Christ. This great
concern, then, has called you here to-night ; and we, the members of the
various churches of this town, would feel that we had failed in recognizing
the importance of that great agency —the Sabbath School, which God has
honored in doing g0 muc for the advancement of His kingdom,—did we not
heartily bid you welcome into our midst. Ylease then accept this note of
hearty greeting from Pictou. May you have come with a blessing ; may
each carry a blessing away ; and may you leave a blessing behind when you
shall have gone hence !




25

The Sunday School Lesson.

By Dr, Maria ANGwIN,

——

We are fond of styling the age in which we live an eminently practical

one.” The expression drops glib?y from our lips, for as Josiah Allen's wife

would say, * it sounds well.” Just ow mnch truth there is in it is an open

question, i priety can this be called an age of shams, and
form and hinderin

be run away with the idea that like Mine

ready for any post of duty. To the casual observer it would seem as if suc-
cess crowned the labors of the illy prepared for their vocations in life auite as
upon the steps of those who ** through long days of labor
of ease,” left no stone unturned to renger themselves worthy
ra little time this may beso, * Inde ndence gets
the biggest slice of pudding, while modesty goes hungry to bed,” but slowly
and surely, the former will be outstripped by the latter in the race of life.
It is for the earnest, faithful Worker earth’s best places, earth’s highest sum-
mit wait. Success must crown patient endeavor, power must follow careful
preparation. Not always are the children of light less wise in their gencra-
tion than the children of this world.  In marked proof stands the attention
now paid to Sunday school work, With Sunday school conventions, Cha-
taqua circles, lesson notes, lesson leafs and tlesson helps of all kinds, no
excuse is left for incompetence on the part of Sunday school teachers. The
days when eacch lass fol owed its own sweet will in the selection of a passage
for examination, when during the same session, one class wrestled with the
story of the creation ; another expended its energies on the last chapter of
Revelations, while the remaining E:lf dozen or more were scattered promis-
-cously over the books between, when a concordance or at most a commens
tary possessed by a few was the only aid to preparation—these days we trust,
are passed. We must not forget, however, that with increased facilities come
increased responsibilities, and now we look for ater results, With every ad-
vantage for careful preparation, we have a right to expect power to follow
‘commensurate with the careful preparation, ere, asin any or every field,
if there is a perfect adaptation of f: itimate means to accomplish a certain
end, the accomplishment of that endg, (other things being equal) is a foregone
conclusion. In Sunday school work the well-studied lesson is the means ;
the desired end, the conversion of our scholars and the building them up in
our mest hdly faith ; the divine influence in the power given to every earnest,
coscientious laborer in the vineyard which welX:theue two inseparably to-
gether. - In considering the vast amount of assistance in Bible studies, we
must not lose sight of the imminent danger of becoming diffuse, by weaken-
ing the force of our teachings, through pﬁing up such a mass of information,
instruction and a%yliution, that the structure toppling over, the result of
these stupendeus efforts is buried under the debris, There is preparation,
and preparation, The teacher who ransacks libraries, pores over ponderous

tomes, consults numberless authorities and devours all available Sunda

school literature, might lay claim to the prize for careful Erepu-ation. antici-

pating marvellous results. It is to be feared that in such a case the power
realized would not be at all roportionate to the effort expended. Far like«
lier would the mind of the scholar be a confused jumble of fact, metaphor,
illn:.tution and application ; left somewhat in the condition indicated by the
i X *“ In doubt to act or rest,

In doubt, to deem himself a god or

In doubt,$his soul or budy to prefer.”
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and hearts, full of noble aspirations and lofty ideas. Nature abhors a vacuum
and you may depend upon it if a child’s head and hea.t are not full of what is
and pure and true they will most certalnly be filled with what is not, *‘ For
satan finds some mischief still for jdle hands to do.” Something also to hold the
Interest as we instil right priociples into the opening minds of infancy, With
all must go the eye single to the glory of God, and the constant prayer that He
will bless our humble endeavors to lift humanity higher., So pondering and di-
gesting the lesson througkout the week, Sabbath will find us carefully prepared
to teach the word with power. ~ With ‘such. instruction will not our young
ple pass to their work in the world faithful Christians, to supply the want
rom which society is cruelly suffering—the scarcity of God-fearing, God-honoring
men and women ?

Teacher's Meetings, and How to Conduct Them.

By REv. JouN McMiLLAN.

“ Teacher’s meetings,” I unhesitatingly affirm, are absolutely necessary, in
order that teachers may be well equipped for their work and thoroughly interested
in it. I do not deny that good work may be done in Schools, in connection with
which no teacher’s meetings are held, and in which each teacher works according
to a plan of his own and imparts knowledge gathered by private study, but I do
affirm most confidently that the most successful teachers are thise who regularly
attend teacher’s meetings, and that the most prosperous schoo s are those in which
teacher‘s meetings are regularly held and are welf conducted. The officers of an
army consult together before every battle, and politicians hold meetings by day
and by night before every election. No political party could expect to succeed
without thorough organization and united effort, It is equally true that the
teachers of our Sahbath Schools must meet together regularly every week, if they
would be eminently successful, Teacher’s meetines shou'd not by any means set
aside PRIVATE preparation. No teacher should depend upon the teacher’s meet-
ing altogether, very teacher should think about his class all the week, should
Pray for every member of it daily, should be meditating continually upon the
esson to be taught, and Rathering illustrations with which to enforce it. But, on
the other hand, teacher’s meetings are exceedingly important, nay, absolutely
necessary for every teacher who would be eminently prospered in his work. ¥or,
let us enquire, what is their object ? It is at least four-fold. 1st, Teachers should
meet weekly for the study of the lesson of the following Sabbath. No matter
bow carefully the lesson may be studied privately, a great deal of information
can be gathered in the teacher’s meeting. No man, no number of men, can ex-
haust scripture. Truth, like a magnificent castle, is many sided, and different
men often get widelg different views of it. One man often sees a meaning in a
simple passage whic another never dreamt of. I have invariably received new
light from the members of the class I conducted, although I &pent many hours in
the study of the lesson myself. Thus teachers, by meeting together, give and cet,
and both in giving and in getting they are blessed. For all, and especially for
those who possess comparatively few commentaries ‘and lesson helps, teacher’s
meetings are simply invaluable, Tt is shear nonrence to suppose that any one in
some mysterious way will be taught by the Holy Spirit to understand the word,
while he neglects to use faithfully the means within his reach, The Holy Spirit

ay, and
ey would find that the time they spend with their class instead of dragging
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heavily would pass all too rapidly. In most schools the pastor or superintendent
will have to preside at the teacher's meetings when the lesson is being studied,
but my own opinion is that the teachers should preside in turn. It is true that
some are better qualiffed than others to precide, but all should be trained, and
none should shirk the office. The president should not be expected to conduct
the meeting himself alone. He should simply guide it Every one should take
part. All should carefully study the lesson before the meeting, and then ask
questions and tell interesting incidents illustrative of the lesson. "The lady teach~
ers should take part as well as the men. I fear that the ladies ag a rule are too
backward, afraid to hear their own voices in the meeting. This should not be so.
Many of our very best teachers are ladies, and therefore they should be prominent
in our teacher’s meetings. Why should they not preside in turn. The meetings
should never be stitf and formal and drony. There should always be a perfectly
free interchange of views, an earnest and informal talk about the lesson. The
teachers should be sociable and friendly, and I would like to see them sitting to-
gether around a common table with their Bibles open before them. Of course
heated discussionr and angry or impudent contradictions are un rdonable, and
should in every case be immediately stopped by the president. ‘lhe lesson sho
be well understood by all. No teacher sg(em'd ever go to his class without being
able to explain the lesson, to illustrate and enforce it. This important_object,
viz., the study of the lesson, is the main one of every teacher’s meeting. It is the
only ons of most of them. But it should not be_so, for 2ndly, "Peachers should
meet weekly to learn how to teach the lesson. I fear that most teacher’s meet«~
ings are nothing more than Bible classes. The teachers receive a great deal of
intormation, but they have not learned how best to impart that information to
those under their care, hence many mtelligent teachers never interest their
olasses and do little or no good. They may convey & great deal of information
regarding the lessoo, but as there is no system, no order in their teaching, it has
consequently llttle effect. It is clear, therefore, that in the teacher’s meeting, the
best ways of teaching, the best manner of adapting the lesson to the vsﬂ'ing ages
should be discussed. The teacher of the infant class shonuld ask *‘ How can I
best treat the lesson so as to interest and benefit my class ?” The teacher of the
Bible class should ask the same qucstion. A great deat deal depends upon the
plan a teacher adopts and follows. This, I regard as one of the greatest benefits
of teacher’s meetings, Different outlines or skeletons of the lesson should be con-~
sidered aud the simplest and best adapted. 3ced. Teachers should meet for cons
ference upon the management of the school generally. Meetings for the appoint-
ment of officers, the reorganization of classes, the appropriation of mission fun
and other business will of course be held annually, semi-annually, or quarterly,
but in addition to these, a portion of the time of the weekly meetings should be
given to the consideration of the general interest of the school and all matters per-
taining to its welfare, Each teacher should be asked every week whether he or
she has anything to report, any difficulty or hindrance, any encouragement.
cases of spiritual anxiety aad of conversion in the school suould be reported &
earnest prayer offered for the subjects of the same. In this way all the teachers
will become interested in one another and in the whole school. Thus too each
teacher will be cheered and stimulated by the sympathy and advice of the others.
Every true and faithful teacher will meet with many trials. Every worker will
have many hours of discouragement and gloom when he will be tempted to give
up altogether. We have all of us our fainting fits. At times the st.rongest of us
wax faint, the bravest lose heart, and the most cheerful are cast down. 10 many
it is particularly hard and trying work to teach children, to gain their attention
and to win their affection. Some indeed seem to be born to the work, and do it
always courageously, ho fully, successfully ; but not so all. Many begin cheer-
fully, but soon become iscouraged.
« QOh'! it is hard to work for God,
To rise and take His part,
Upon the battle-field of earth,
And not sometimes lose heart.”

Hence the need of words of counsel and cheer from others. Words of cheer make
heroes. The cheers which the boatmen hear from their friends on shore as they

over the uglmz, roaring billows to the distant wreck, give new strength to their arms
and urge them on with heroic determination to rescue the perishing, to do or die!
Even so, if teachers clicer ond encourage one another in every possible way, they
will be strong for work and their labors will not be in vain in the Lord. Then
again, teachers should take counsel together as to the best way of retaining the
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older scholars, of geiting in those who attend no school, of increasing the contrib-
utions, and so on, Enthusiastic teachers wil always find something new and
interesting and important, bearin upon the welfare of thejr school, to talk about
at their weekly meetings. » Teachers should meet weekly for united earnest
prayer. Every teacher should every day mention each member of his class by
hame at the throne of grace. Without prayer for Divine grace to assist us and
to bless the word, all our efforts will be in vain, The preceding subject was
*“Power in careful preparation of the lesson,” Yes, but it is the power of the
dynamite, mighty but yet ineffective without the spark of fire, In war the can.
invented, the balls and powder the best ever made,
he gunners trained and skil!ful and active,—but all will be in

spark of fire. Even 80, teachers ma{ be devout, intelligent, earnest ; they may be
regular in attendance and succeed in interesting their classes, but all will be jn
vain without the Spirit of God. * It is not by might, nor by power, but by my
Spirit, saith the Lord.” But the Holy Spirit is promised in answer to raver, and
therefore teaching without prayer is useless, I fear we do not honor the Spirit as
we ought, We depend too much upon ourselves, Let us pray for the Spirit,
and every day humbly, earnestly, expectantly. and then we shall be successful,
Power with God gives power with men. But God has promised a special blessing
in answer to united prayer. ““If two of you agree on earth as toucﬁie:g anything
that they shall ask, it shall be done of them of my Frther which is in Heaven,”
i ek to spend a short time in
. It is folly to expect pros-
Much more is required in a success-
re of knowledge There must be a
deep love, a peculiar holy charm of spirit which divine grace above can impart.
Our Lord said to Peter, ‘““lovest thou me?” before He said * feed my lambs,”

There must be love for Christ before there can be successful wmk, ¥,
iri i t a wonderful amount of Secriptural
Spirit we cannot be pure,
loving and attractive in s jects, some of the advantages of
teacher’s meetings, Each meeting should occupy about an hour and a quarter.
I would give about 15 minutes for devotional exercises, 15 minutes to the considers
ation of school matters in general, und 45 minutes to the study of the lesson, and

the best war to teach it, e there will be tilp

minutes will be required to discuss
When such is the case, less time
hours spent together, or a second meeting may be held that week, Many teachers
object to teacher’s meetings because they have no time to attend them. If 80,
then as a rule, they should not be teachers at all. I fear however, that the cry,
*““no time” is a mere excuse. As arule “where there is a will there is & way,”
Everywhere the complaint is dance at t
poor. - This should not be sn,
Ing of the week. No other me it. If a teacher
can attend only one meeting each week, then let it not be the prayer meeting or
any other meeting religions or benevolant, but the teacher’s meeting, It is a
most sacred and binding duty to ba there. None should be absent,

a8 many teachers at the teacher’s meeting during the week as th
school on Sunday, I know that there are difficulties in the way of teachers at-
tending in large and scattered country congregations, hut enthusiasm in the work
can, I am persuaded, overcome them all, I trust, therefore, that every school in
the Province shall have ere long an effective “eacher’s meetinz in full an
fal operation, And I pray that every teacher may be richl
learning and teaching, in receiving and giving.

The Power of Christian Character in Sunday School Work.

By Pror, KIERSTEAD, Acapia CoLLEGE, WoLrviLLE.

. L (a) What is character ? It is the sum of the (ualities possessed ; it
includes the original stamp, the mark, the endowments, and aleo the enrich-
ment and culture gained,
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(b) Christian character is the sum of the qualities one possesses as a
christian., The possessor must be a christian, and he must have the spiritul.l—
ity, the knowledge, the power with God and with men that mark the chris-
tian. Often this christian element in character is very weak ; in many it is
comparatively strong ; and in some it is a great power. In a few, at least,
the christian graces are SO marked, that it is the christian part that is most
prominent ; the individual peculiarities sink, and what you think of when
they are mentioned is some stamp, some teature of Christ these persons bear,
—His righteousness, His love, His meekness, His self-sacrifice, His zeal, His
hopefulness.

What power Christ has to become incarnate in men ! He is Christ in you
the hope of glory. His mind, His nature, His law, His will are, in the deep-
est sense, natural to man’s being, and 80 we find Him coming to his own and
man in finding Christ, comes to himself. Wonderful to us is the nature of
man ; passing s11 wonder she nature of God, and mysterious but true is the
unioa of the two. This ingpirableness of maa, this coming of the divins min
into the human, this new ereation in Christ Jesus, this pezmanent oecupation
of a human soul by the Divine Soi rit, this moulding of the mind of man inw
the image of Christ, how suggestive of future attainment, how creative of
present duty, how potential of highes results !

The sum of Christian character is very great. If we were to take out of
our communities the lineament of Christ what a barren thing society would
be. Imperfect it often i, and yet we see Christian character in the hundreds
in our churches who are living in close alliance with the mind and will of the
Adorable Redeemer.

Bless the Lord for so many : may they greatly increase.

II. What is Sunday School Work ?

(a) What is itx ohject ? (h) What is its method of accomplishing this
object ?

(a) Its object, as I understand it, is to induse men to obey Christ,
to bring the people to repeatance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,
and to mould the characters of the believers into the likeness of Christ.
The true work is not to impart knowledgs, but to form character ; it is
not enough to teach about Jesus, we must win the heart, the soul to
Christ. The ssholars must be brought to a knowledge and use of their
dependence on Gud. Wao must nov be satisfied with second results aoy
more than with grand causes ; it is not the performance of a_certain
work but the attamment of a sertain end, not the imparting of certain
acts but the securing of a certain life, we are after.

(b) This end to be reached determines the means to be used. The
Bible 14 to be taught, its meaning unfolded, its lessons applied. To this
ond the heart of the pupil is to ba won by the teacher, the confilence
gecured ; for this purpos> als: prayer must ever riss, the work oatside
the school go forward. The work of the Sunday school is to obtain the
highest results by the best and highest means.

[IL  What is the power of this Christian Character in this Sunday
School work !

For success the teacher must rely : —

(a) Ups he work of the Holy Spirit. To say we believe in the
Holy Ghoat, 18 to renounce all confidence in any creative energy of our
own. Oaly the living can give life ; only the spirit regenerate. And the
work of the Spirit is promised fully and may be always evjoyed.

“Speak to Him thou for He heareth,
And Spirit with Spirit can meet,

Closer i+ He than breathing,
And vearer than hands and feet.”
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(b) We reply Upon the protency, energy, breadth, and remarkable
adaptation to human needs of the wonderful message we have to deliver,
No other truth is like the Bible ; nothing elde so carries conviction of
its own tr uthfulness ; no other word so satisfies the soul. As the seed
cast int.. the earth b i i not because of the skillful
sowing, Vut because t i ’
strength, so the word i earts pre%:red by the Spirit,
will not return void, though the skill of the teacher slight.

(¢)  We rely upon the character of the teacher. Aund we have to in-
dicate how the churacter bears upon the powear in the work.

First then it must be said that one’s character largely determines all
his work.

The work of one set of powers 80 fur yualities the work of all other
powers that every work is largely influeuced by their entire personality.

Says Tennyson :

‘* Flower in the crannied wall,
I pluck you out of the crannies $
Hold you here root and all, i1, my hand,
Little Flower—but if I could understand
What you are, root and all, and all in all,
I should know what God and man is,”
That is to say that the divine mind is 80 stamped on that flower,
to know the single flower would be to know what God is : and to
requires so many of man’s faculties that in knowing it
he would know what man is. We say that the flower only reveals God’s
power and wisdom, but the poet with the eager far seeing eye discovers
far more. So we are taught that the Lord is righteous in all His ways
and holy in all His works. We say some works show wisdom, others

mercy, still others rightoeusness, But the assertion seems to be that
righteousness enters into all his works. So Carlyle is never tired of de~
declaring that a dishonest man cannot do anything real ; that he cannot
build a st.ne wall #o fully will his dishonesty enter into his

we study,
heart, the
of man’s n

¥ gages most of the best powers of the teach-
er in action upon the most open, receptive minds in their religious aspira-
tions.

It is evident, then, that whatever christian character the teacher
possesses will te]l effoctively in Sunday School work. If the fruit is to be
of the same nature as the tree we must first make the
have the feuit ; if we cannot have a great mus-cian if he knows nothing
but musie, if the sreat poet must first be a great man, surely the success-
ful worker must first have the power that character alone can give,

2. This christian character is proven in our work becanse it condi.
tions the work of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit does not commonly use ir.
religious men in the work of redemption. The L rd sets apart the godly
for Himself. The more the spiritual character is established and devel-
oped the more there is in the worker for the Spirit to use, the better
conductor of divinity the teacher is. It is such workers us Francis R.
Havergal and Elizabeth Prentiss, who are given to the Lord indeed whose
work is most blessed. The Spirit’s work is essential and christian char-
acter is necessary to secure the continued influence of the Spirit.
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3. Christian character is necessary to secure knowledge of the word
of God. ** Light is sure for the upright.” One teacher must know the
truth ; but only the mi{ld longing for God will know Christ and che
power of his resurrection.

4. The teacher must have the confldence of the pupil, and this can
only be secured by the possession of a true religious life in the teacher. Chil-
dren are quick to recognize the magic, or rather supernatural element in
christians, and perhaps equally quick to detect its absence.

If then the character acts by its own nature and in proportion to its
own strength, if it conditions the work of the Spirit, the knowledge of
the Bible and the confidence ot the class, it is clear the potency of chris-
tian character in Sunday school wurk can scarcely be overestimated.

It would be easy, if time permitted, to give examples under these
points from the biographies of Sunday school workers and other christian
teachers.

IV How is this Christian character and henee this power to be obtained?

Time admits not of an exhaustive enuneration of the success of this
character. But it may be said,—

1. Something is gained if we learn that we have not merely to do
certain work or to know certain professional tactics but to become christians
wndeed, This is what all our preachers are tonstantly teaching us to be,—
real christians. We need to know that we cannot do successful work
without the qualities the christian alone pousesses, and that we cannot
possess these qualities without dirsctly and indirectly doing successful
work.

2, We need to cherish profound sympathy with the author of our
message. Many cry for freedom of thought and the rights of men. We
need workers who take their stand with God, and who are faitnful to Him,
who speak for Him, and not for any other,

3. We must have intellectual and affectionate sympathy with our
message in its wide dimensions. If the word does not take hold of us, we
cannot expect it to find others through us. It must mould our character
first ; it will mould us.

4. By cherishing the deepest interest with those for whom we work,
we gain qualities which give ns power. Aching, hungry hearts are all
around us. The one who is in genuine sympathy with them will attain
that temper of mind, that open as to the divine orders which will enable
him to break the seal and read the book.

Thus faith ic and sympathy for the one who rules over all, faith in
and sympathy for the message to be declared, and faith in and sympathy
for the persons sought will form the mind that will so far agree with the
deepest, highest purposes in the universe, that this work must be the
grandest of worke.
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What does God say towe, in this Book, chapter or verse ? This the way
%o find out the interpretation of the things eaid. This will lead us into ** the
mind of Christ.” Thix is what we want. One who is continually learning
from the scriptures, will successfully teach.

4. But above all, power in the word, to avail a successful teacher, must
come from a dilligent and skillful application of the scriptures. lst. To the
teacher’s own life. Let the teacher apply the commands, the precepts, the

romises of God, to hie own life. If they are useful, precious, saving,
such they will prove 1o him. If they are worth anything, adopt them.
The practiee of the truth wifl both make it plain and commend it to others.
The practice of the truth is the best way of illustrating and enforcing it.
‘Be godly if you would have others godly. Love Christ fervently if you want
to induce others to love Him. Practice in your own life, all that you woul
teach others from the Scriptures.

2nd. To the life of the pupils. Bring the truth to bear on the life, as
well as to the attentioa of the wcholur. Apply the word. T:v to show them
that the Bible teaches how to live, that we may know how to die. No remedy
is any use, until applied.

But to apply, requires care, skill, persuasion, ability. Condemning,
scold’ng is vot applying the truth. ‘¢ Speaking the truth in love,” is the
Apostle ideal of teaching.

A firm faith in the gihle as the word of God, and a deep regard for the
souls of others, and an earnest purpose to save them, will both lead to a study
of the scriptures, and a correct and efficient use of them in teaching.

County Orga.nizations——their Purpose and Work.

By Jamrs FORREST.

p——

I fcel that some one else more conversant with county work should have
been anpointed to open this discussion, However, I hope the few remarks
may w- ke will be f.llowed by addresses from representatives of each county,
an alsu followe i by practical results, and before very long, let us hope, that
a pumber of our couuties will be organized into county associations. But
we have been hopinyg against hope for several years in regard to some of our
cou -1ies ; however, hope springs eternal, so we will hope on.
1 am a firm believer in thorough organization. The business man who
ho can put his hand on
any paper, t, has decidedly the
advantage over the slap . . ffs all Lis letters,
&c., in his pocket, and has his desk in such confusion that it weuld puzzle a
Phitadelphia lawyer to straighten things out, who can scarcely ever nd the
}et‘;te:i or paper he may want, ind consequently loses the confidence of his
riends.

* Law and erder are a supreme rule. The law of system and organization,
as a rule, foreshadown success in whatever undertaking we may find it.

Now, regarding thie important question of county organization, it may
be there are some here who are not at all enthusiastic over the question of
Union County Associations. They ma ns' ﬂperhapc that the denominations
are doing the required work. True—the different denominations are doin
|K:cndld work in several of our counties, but are they overtaking all the ﬁela
that is necessary? We think not, [f such were the casc, there would be no
‘need of a Union County Or%wiuﬂon. Can any one in this Convention point
%o a county that is thoroughly worked up in regard to its Sabbath Schools,
in any other way thau by a system of united effort?
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Shelburne has had & good organization for some years.

Lunenburg also had an association for soma time. So also Halifax.
Now, we look upon Halifax County as the most difficult to work in the
Province, inasmuch as it stretches along the shore a distance of over 120
miles, and, outside the city itself and Dartmouth, has really no town. Still
as appears from Halifax Co. report, a fair amount of good work has been done.
We have had a paid agent in the field for two months, who has worked faith-

fully and well,

We are now at work, (as the re rt shows), taking a census of the city
and Dartmouth, and intend to extend our work as soon as practicable to the
outlying districts. Halifax County has a population of 67,917. It isour aim
to find out iow many of that po alation are directly or indirectly connected
with Sabbath School work, and how many that are not should be.

We are glad to hear that Annapolis reports good work, and that Kings

is moving on.
Pictouw. You have a population of over 35,000, You have not reported a
one ? If not, wh{.not » Remember that whilst

County Asoociation. Have you
you may be doing a large amount of good Sabbath School work, there are
vertain classes you cannot overtake, working on denominational lives.

Colchester, with your pulation of over 28,000, Cumberland, with your

pulation of over 27,000, Hants, with your population of over 24,000, none
of you have reported County Associations, and why not ? (I have not men-
tioned any county not represented at this Convention.) When we look at
the population in eack connty, it well becomes us to ask the question, are we

doing vur duty?

Of course. in speaking of this matter, »e have to speak generally, as we
do not know local circumstances which perhaps may alter cases. But this we
do know, that we are far behind our sistec Province of New Brunswick in

bout organizing their last county.

this matter, as they are now a
My fellow workmen, what is to hinder you, representatives of counties
hore when you return home, calling a meeting of workers in some central
lace * You say she workers will not come. On ! they will not come ; they
will not answer your circular, you say. Well ! if your eircular does not get
A respouse write a second time, if no answer to the second write a third, and
if no response to the third, dous an eathusiastic worker did in New Brun-
swick a short time ago, harness your horse and drive out 12 miles if need
be (as our N. B. friend did), and enquire why you did not get an answer %o
your letter. And you will give the man such a surprise that he will be sure
to answer your next letter and attend your meeting also.
The bump of sticktoitivenéss, if well developed, will accomplish wonders.

When you manage to get a meeting of revresentatives from the different
towns and villages, organize your agsoctation forthwith. And if at all prac
ticable, appoint a paid agent to travel your county, say for 3 or 4 months,
whose duty will be o visit every town, village and hamlet, and instruct him
to apploint a worker in each place, with whom your County Secretary can

ve committee can become

correspondl, In this way your County Kxeeu
acquainted with the different districts, and can at once commence to take a

complete. census of the county for Sabbath School purposes. But ma
n{.pwe are all busy now, and canuot spare the t.ims to o{:ru ouyt
this plan, Well ! vest assured we must do the work : it will not work itself.
We are all live men, I hope. And I think experience has taught that it is
the busy mwn Wno does the most woik for the Master, Another objection

you miay urge is the expense of e.zgloying a paid agent. Well! $200 will
we cdunot see where the ditfictilty in

defray the expenses for a year,
smadl in any of our counties. An election co:solg: in
amount, the re-

ruising thut
any of our ecounties will vost, parhaps, 3 or 4 times that
to be forthcoming.

quired sum always appears

g
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She became keenly solicitous for the conversion of the geveral members of tue
class. Their names were written down on a slip of paper. Each day in her °
closet she pleaded for them one by one. Before the g:v of her departure
came all had been converted. Dependence was her might. For behold she
prayed.

There could not be a greater work than that in which w
All triumphs which were merely mental and mechanical were inferior to those
which were moral and restorative. He who was the means of lealing a soul
to the Saviour did a greater and more glorious thing than if he had made a
discovery in science, or h.d attained to distinction through the accumulation
of wealth. Once he had attended a remarkable meeting in New York. It
was a meeting of Sabbath School Superintendents, Over a thousand were °
present. They took counsel in regard to methods of work. One had- been :
offered a partnership in business, on condition that he would give up the
Sunday School. But he kept to his post. Resnlts were more to him than

thousands of gold and silver.

e were engaged.

Society of Christian Endeavor.

e e

By Rev. Dr. BURNS.

—

The Society of Christian Endeavor is the offspring of the Sabbath School,
though, the parent was a hundred years old when the child . was born,

1780 was the birth year of the 8. School in its modern form. That little
word * Try " boroe into the benevolent mind of Robert Raikes the Gloucester
printer, was the mustard seed” out of which grew that blessed Banyan, .
whose far reaching branches now canopy some fifteen millions of young im-
mortals. In Williston Congregational hurch, Portland, Maine, during the
winter of 1880, occurred a revival in which many of the young were convert-
ed, about whose a;‘)‘iritual culture, after their reception into the church, the -
faithful pastor, (the Rev. F. E. Clarke) was exercised. He pondered and
prayed over the question, ** How can these children be best trained for
active christian lives ?” * Try ” wrought in him, as in the mind of Raikes a
century previously. The Society of Christian Endeavor was the r:d{\ixct. It
e first two

was formally organized in 1881, —‘‘a day of sma}l things” atfirst.
annual meetings were held in Portland, the 2nd of 1883 reporting 56 sncieties

and 2870 members, which by 1884, (when the anniversary came off at Lowell,
Mass.,) had incressed to 156 societies and 8105 members.
of 15,000, which, by

in July 1885, 253 societies reported with a membership
y. During the past .

1886 liad reached 830 societies and 50,000 respectivel

ear, the societies in Mass, hav
three fold, and in New York four f
Saratoga in July last, and none of the man
in that central rendezvous, have exooedeg it in numbers and ent
there were two thousand delegates, 410 from Mass., and 200 from Connectis
cut. Morning, noon and n?ght the pews of the largest churches were
crowded. 1200 gathered to the prayer meeting at half past six in the morn-
ing, at which over a hundred wou{i take , and it was hard to get it
closed. When any great success was roeor(r:d, «let us thank God for it,”
was the exclamation, or any new plan suggested,
At the consecration meeting 118 testified in 23 minutes. Societies of
Christian I'ndeavor were reg)rtod among' the Baptists, Congregationalists,
eformed ﬁphoopcl, Lutheran, Moravians,

Methodists, Episcopalians,
Quakers and Presbyterians. Besides the extending network at home, they
and dark 8. Africa.

old. The annual meetiog conven

had reached to' China, India, Japan, Ceylon, Turkey,
o¥ Turkey, and the dusky

¢ We have societies away among the swarthy people

At Ocean Park, .

e doubled. In New Jersey they have increased
ed at

conventions that have gaﬂ.lerod ;
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« Lot us ask God’s ble~sing.” .
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the water is to turn the wheels.” We may anﬁnipqt&dhpouuggmonu and
difficulties, but the Lord can turn them into helps. We haye just returned
from a journey of 8000 miles, during which, we were emabled, through »
marvel of engineering, and the kafht of rtipnt, and persistent ‘‘endeavor " to
yieroe and scale the giant * Rockies.” Ve found a eaning in that old
amiliar verse, ** I will make all my mountains a way and the highw;r,-h&ll
" 'S0, before our faith and patience may mountains of ﬂicults
be removed. We can boldly face the mountain and say, * Who art tho
t mountain,” or with faith’s hand grasp it and hurl it into the sea. t,
us, above all, keep out self, Self spoils ou’ best concerted pla This and
every other society. will suffer unless it. be excluded. It is said tha®
Michael Angelo, used to wear a lighted candle fastened upon his cap, that no
shadow of himself might fall upon his work. Have we not often marred our
work by allowing our shadows to fall upon it. Let us keep ever burning the
candle of love, lové to the Saviour and to souls, and we shall have ourselves
out of sight ** None of self but all of Thee.” Let us go down from this
mount of privilege determiuned, if in aught we have fail hitherto, (and we
have failed in much and in many things offend all), to ** try, try, t again ;”
%0 be active members of the grea* * society of Chriatian Endeavor,” ~udeav-
oring to do more than ever for Him who says. “ 1 did this for thee. what are
ou doing for me ?” The forces u e musteriniand our hearts somctimes sink.
t us feel like Jehoshophat, ‘‘we have no might against this great multitude,”
but our eyes are upon Thee,” and we shall soon heéar the message from head-
quarters that shall strenﬁthen opr weak hands, and confirm our feeble knees,
«‘Pear not, neither be iscouraged, for the battle is mot yours but the
Lord’s.” *If God be for us, who can be against us.” One recently returned
from a visit to fatherland, got this good-bye from Charles Spurgeon. His eye
glistened, his great heart eaved, as with a significant hand ure, and
never to be forgotten look, he said ; ¢ Farewell, brother, farewell ; WE'LL WIN

THE FIGHT.”
+¢ Sure 1 must fight it I would win,
Increase my courage Lord.

Let us go away datermined to war a good warfare, to encure hardness as
good soldiers of Jesus Christ, to be faithful unto death.

« Oh! who would not a champion be?
In this the lordlier chivalry .
I‘JJmmse ye then brave bro her band,
ith honest heart and working band.
We are but few, toil tried yet true
Ar Vhearts beat high to dare and do.
Oh | there be those that achie to see,
The day dawn of our victory.
Work, brothers work, work hand and brain,
We'll win the Golden Age again.
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SuGersrEp By J. GrIkRsoN,

rayer meeting, for 5 Prayer meeting js 5 place
on, a lon‘_w nded brother May and often does
to twenty minutes,
ursery for the reljef of wearied mothers,
ys from the

police and the
re the art of solo and social

Every sy

b Perintendent does not know how to doit, The experienced
Superintendent doegn's touch the bell ang then speak to somebod
not look vaguely around, |yg

Y near ; doeg
Prompt, attentive com
loving object lesson by every one

posure is seen living
» aud instant silence i the result,
2,

and in rap
Genesis to Rovolntium; from the - _
ruin, redemption, on, nouility, gentry ang
kes in the Past, present ang fature, unt] is exhauyts itself
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“Traly, Lord this is the trugh,” To hundreds of boys and girls it has A
to mean, ¢ 8lad it'’s dope,”
lomon’s Prayer at the
Our Lord’s’

: Iy &
) Ior ing JOhnyl
would ““ have it and hofd i,
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5. A review of last week’s lesson will occupy the next ten minutes.
The scholars are now selected, and in clearly stated questions the superinten-
dent will call back in an intelligent and ong;rly way in outline the lesson of
last Sunday, sometimes naming individuals just sufficiently often to let it be
expected, as a stimulus, but the question will chiefly be to classes or to the
school in general.

6. Class-work by the teachers, 45 minutes, This time is from ten to
fifteen minutes longer than is allowed in most schools, but not too long, re-
menibering that for one-halt of the scholars it is all the Bible-teaching they
got during the week. It is the superintendent’s duty to protect each teacher

rom disturbance or interruption. If the school numbers fifty or under, the

superintendent may teach a permanent class. If seventy-five he may occa»
sionally teach as substitute : but if the school is one hnndred or upwards he
must not teach under any circumstances. His eyes and ears, his head and
heart will be fully occupied. The loud teacher will get a gentle touch on the
shoulder, perhaps a loud whisper in his ear (for it 13 generally him), as he
says, * Brother remember your failings.” He hovers around the noisy class
till they get to work.

But along with the general supervision he will see at least four kinds of
scholars :

The restless boy. His quick eye sees that is not the place for him, but in
another class with a more sympathetic teacher ia/front of him and a thought-
ful boy on each side of him. From that hour he is no trouble to anybody.
Now he gets his eye on the

Premature boy—not s0 big as he is saucy and heedless. He is in a class
taught by a lady ; not a matron but a girl. He is amongst boys younger
than himself. His elbow is on the back of hi~ chum : his eye is on the big
boys in the young men’s class. With thumb and finger he is trying to find
the fuzz he imagines has begun to grow upon his upper lip. The wise super-
intendent after a thoughtful look sees three mistakes. [fe is with the wrong
teacher in the wrong cluss. He should have looked after him sooner. Don’t
misunderstand me. I do not mean to say that a woman is not as good a
teacher as a man, for she is, often better; but not for boys of this kind,
especially if she is yoang. All who have attentively studied boy-ology, know
that there is a period during which quite a percentage of boys hate girls, or
anything girlish. Speaking generally it ranges from the time that his mother
mEs kissing him as much as she used to do, until the time when he begins to
look out for a girl of hisown to kiss. The period is not long, from 10 to 16 or
12 to 18 : but it is real and awful while it lasts and during the passage of it

we loose some of our boys of the grandest possibilities, chiefly for lack of .

thoughtful observation and prompt action on the part of those in authority.
Unwise reproof or a little more neglect and he will be found smoking cigar~
ettes at the street corner, instead of being in the Bible class, or the situation
of assistant librarian will result in a worthy young man in the near futare.

The bad boy I will say little about. He is to be found in every school.
There are not many and they are often more sinned against than sinning. He
has been in several classes already. Saperintendent, let ¥ntienoe have its
perfect work. In due season you will have your reward if you do not get
angry.
About the good boy there is no occasion to say anything, exce t that he
ie the joy of the officer and teacher, Much of the school’s power for good is
in his keeping.

I have pu ly said nothing about girls, because the difference between
boys and girls is not worth talking about. Principles are the same in refer-
ence to both, There must necessarily be a variety in agplioaﬁon. Though I
love the girls just as well as the boys, I only know them in neral, while boys
have beeu the P-r*ionllr study of half a life time. Now I ‘want to tell you,
while the preciou: 45 minutes are ﬂ{lng past, that from week "to week the
superintendent has recognized also four kinds of teachers.

DB aman o

Jon
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@. The teacher who imparts 5 8reat deal of knowledge in 8eneral, but jt.
s neither appropriate or ractical. He iy chiefly 4 talkiog teacher ; ¢
would be the brief way oll:: i

3 “yarns?
tating it ; the teaching oy 00, but not ;e He
hot take out the corks before he begins to f]) t ttles, He

# 800d teacher uptj) the quarterly reyj

; there ig no “calling b’cck ” to dig-
or not the teaching hqg en taken, Everyone who thinks,
b idea recej 8sed in words

» will fly away with.

knows that a
out wings,

If Preaching wag teaching what a change would we g
enly question the Pew, and the Pew conld occasiong,
pulpit., ignorant, indiffe

ee. If the pulpit woulgq
rent sleepy hearers would
8 1t is, nine Leuths of o

lly ask a question back gt the

. pes . rece'ifve new life and interest,
ur best preac| ers grandest o orts
0t be misunderatood b y

Are lost. I know I
n y the Ministers of the Rospel resent, whep I give it
88 my opinion thag the Preaching of the present day is 5 relic of barbarism, Itis
Dot scriptural byt heathenisp in its origin, Tt is g0od enough fop a political plat.
form, but j¢ is out of barmony with the ministry of the word
Instead of 5 short text and a long jermon, we wang o long text and a ghort
conversationg! sermon, Ip fact, just let the heathen a¢ home haye the same
Ance to hear anq understand that our missionary gives the heathen abroad,
t 80 long ag we have go many Preaching teachers we cannot expect o have
hing preachers

b communicates knowled
impressed upon the ming o

gets it intelligentlr ,
ry by review, but fajlg A8 & present trygh to
apply it to the heart anq conscience—he rays and dreams about finding fryj¢
J' Y many days, ]g pes it will come all right a last. He forgets that
day _ - salvatiop,” That not months hence but even now “the
flelds are already white into harvesg, ;
d. The teacher w

: ho implants APpropriate trugh i, the scholar’s head and 1
heart, mingd and memoy Practical and Particular, declares it to be rorvv
sonal and » While scholur with Teacher No. 3 do well under rey ew.
This latter is the kind of teache

r who is made the honored instrumere, of lending;
souls to Christ and the fellowsblp of the church, Now the f
teaching time is gone,

@ lorty-five minues [
7. Ata signal by the bell, singing an appropriate bymn—3 minutes, ‘
. view of the lesson of the day-—
dent Jr pagt )

7 minutes, chiefly by the Superintens.
or, if pres nt ; Occasionally by ap experienced teach But be
:‘l a;ru{:gers- This exercise wil)

er,
a practical 4 lication of the centre th, ts
© lesson by Question and lllml'utrve a ca?ﬁn. '185
9. Report of Secretary—g3 minuteg—. total attendance, male
and fema]

b : consisting t?‘ th; e e
€ ; notice ¢ teacher’s meeting, eve ee| of a character,
which the childrey, should be jnte g ot :

of ib i)oolm—s minutes, The librarjan ﬁd his

o > 'Il:;?tencheu find them i order for distribution
g Secretary having hig attendance ehumerated fills oyt 5
list of absentees for the classes to which they belong—ip this form—

Avvesr 28, 1887,

day the cause of their

Joun Jongs, Superintendent, ~ ;
12.  Dismission-g minutes, The s, intendent toughes the bell, the sohoo]
bell boumutho'}:'.tbu ﬂnt;thnllcl'npldlyu /
Tty 0 imt::m will warrang he lets the classes fom each other out i silence,
minutes,
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ﬁmvinqial %nudag %ﬁhool e?wmiaﬁon of iﬂom $mﬁa. |

Arr, [—This organization shall be known as the SunpAY ScHOOL
ASS0CIATION OF THE PROVINCE OF NovA $coTiA.

ARt II—The object of this association shall be to give increased
efficiency to our Sunday Schools, and to advance by every practicable
means the Sunday Sch ool cause generally within the limits of the organ-
ization,

Arr. II1—This association shall be com of all pastors of church-
es and superintendents of schools connected with the various Evangeli-
cal denominations within the Province, who shall be members ex-officio,
and of delegates from all the Sunday Scheols, Sunday School Societies,
Sonday School Teacher’s Associations, within the Province, each of
which shall be entitled to be represented by one delegate.

ARrT. IV—The officers of this association shall consist of a President,
a Vice-president from each coumty in the Province; a Corresponding
Secretary, two Recording Secretaries and a Treasur. r, who, together

with seven other members shall constitute an. Executive Committee, all
of whom shall be elected annually, in such manner as the convention

::f designate, inmediately after its annual meeting shall have been
ad to order. These officers shall continue 1n office until their succes-

sors are appointed. Five members of this committes to constitute a -

quorum.
Ant. V—There shall be an annual meeting of this association to be
on the day of or at such time and place as shall

have been previously determined and designated by the Executive Com-
mittee, When the Secretary and Troeasurer shall report, the officers shall
be chosen, and any other appropriate business transacted.

~ Arr. VI—The Executive Committee shall hsve power to make bye-
laws for their own government, provided that such bye-law be not incon-
sistent with this constitutioa. '

ARrr. YI1—The annual reportsof Sun Schools. connected with

this association shall be made up to and i the last Sunday in Juse

in each year, at whioh date ‘the associstion year shall close.

Arr. VIII—This constitution may be amended at any annual
meeting, with the concurrence of two-t of the members present.
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THE LETTER

© —FRoM THE—

ﬁ,hairmau of foecutive Q‘,ommiﬂez.

INTE RNATIONAL S. S. CONVENTION.
(Referred to jn Minutes.)
ity
ON Trar, Avg, 19th, 1887,
Mr. E, D, King, Chairman Ezxecutive Committee,
My Dear Sir and Brother. Your favor and one

been *ubmitted to our committee, and I
salutation,

from brother ¥ have
Am requested to senq you their Christiar,

I have Pleasure in re rting the re-election of brother Forrest aq member of
the Executive Committee?osnd Yourself ay Vice President of the 5th Internntionnl
8. 8. Conventiop, The names will appear in the report, We hope Your Con-
vention will be, Pleasant apd fitable,

We are boﬁnningto uud:ruétand the f4 ce of a united and continued
effort to reach all classes with the pel, lnm:':.ot less im rtant work of per-
suading all g, dy the Bible, '15)0:00 t!

stu ure these results we believe 5 systematic
effort of house ¢ house viaitagion should bé planned for eve

town. And this 8hould be 4 united work ag far ag christiang of different denomi.
Dations can be induced to Co-Operate ; hould be 5 contiuuous work—to be
One in the name of the church op school, or botk, The object ig: 1. T, Canvass
the field, anqd know the faety, 2, To secure chlldren ang adults to attend the ;ri-
.ou; Sul.:d:(f Schools and churches, 3 To dispel j ce,
and to le X ‘

e hold each year: 1, A state S, N, eonvention 3
A conventiop in each coun?-w? inall; 3" Lag
8.8, conventions, (Wehaye 534

needed, even if we
ay the ex ¢ seémy that the only way to secure work is, for rovinces
rnd states adjoining to arrange to hold eir?onvcntion in m;e':.lon, tlfm form-
ng what we call, “3 oha n of Conventions,” g, that one op

attend, four or six Succession, and thus save time and lessen expenses, ]
‘this can be done, I think we can send some he) 8 to you in Connectinn with N, B,
P.E (,(N.F Perhups) and papg of N. E. . has been In part,
N. B. and Ont. will upite with Me, N, H. and V3, and we to mee

Oct. and Nov, "UF meeting being alone jn August, we oy not find a warker
0 go. I regret that I cannet go. T b

In christian love and w, ; Bro, .
" k. your B. F, JACOBS, Ch’r, Ex, Com,
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS

PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA.
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Note 1. The Sﬁlndaz School statistics used in the above tables are taken from the

latest published report.of the denomination to which they refer.
The number o is found by dividing the denominational
of the Province for 1880 by five.

Note 2.
Note 3.

statistic

To the * niimber not in Sunday School ” should be added the actual in-

crease gince 1780, also & number equal to the enrolled attendance over

20 years of age,
The total number of ‘Presbyterian Schonl ia estimated, the t.
being unknown., '

Note 4.

ue total

: Note by

The Provincial 8. S. Association has now been organized for two years,
having held ite third Convention. and already has done much to increase
the rfficiency and enthusiasm of the 8: S. workers oi the Province. It

. is the object of the Association to have every county organized, and to

bring the best méthod of 8. 8. work to the attention of every teacher in
the Province. ‘We adopt the International mottoe, *‘ Drganization for
Evangelization.” “ It is souls we are after,” and while we labor to con.

. vert the heathen in other countries, we can not torget, as evidenced

by the above statement, that in our own Province we have forty thou.
rgd (40,000) children at least, who are outside of 8. 8. instruction and
nfluences. : .
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THE ONTARIO MUTVAL

Life Assurance Co’

Esmm.mmn 1870,

y.

Dominion Deposit, $IO0,00_0.00.

N
ASSETS, 81,000,000.

SURPLUS, 862,000
8000 Policies in

Force.

No STOOIEOLDERS! TEARLY DIVIDENDS |
' NO romnmgz
—
Exchanges.

Policiesg for PAID UPpP Policieg or CASH
88 required,

Pays the LARGRST Dividends
deals in A,

of any Com ny in Canada, Because it
NOT 1 1. REAL ESTATE Mortnquy p‘Ké or - Personal Securities
ng allo
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e meantime,
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IFAX
PIANO AND ORGAN Co.

~~SELL THE—

BEST CLASS oF
PIANOS AND ORGANS.

Prices and Terms very Favourable.

-y

Call or writs for Ostalogne Partionlars,

—t >

Special Discounts to Clergymen and
Sabbath Schools. .

Wareroms 157 & 159 HOLLIS STREET,

Hi&.LIPA =, N. &




