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UNITED STATES, December 5th, 1793.

« Gentlemen o///j^ Senate, «Wc/'//'f House o/Representatives.

yJS the prefentfuualion of the fe-veral nations of EuropCt and cfpecially of thofe

•^ w;/A ivhich the United States ha-ve important relations, cannot but render the

fiate of things het-zveen them and us, matter of interejiing inquiry to the irgijlature,

and may indeed gife rife to delilt rations, to ^vInch they alone arc competent, I

have thought it my duty to com/nunicate to them, certain conrfpondences, iK'hich

ia-ve taken place.

The reprefentative and executive bodies of France haiie manifef^edgenerally, a
friendly attachment to this country, have given advantages to cur commerce and
navigation, and have made overtures Jor pla ing thefe advantages on permanent

ground
J
a decree, ho^joever, of the National Affttnbly, fubjet'ting vejfcls laden

tuith provijions to he carried into their ports, and making enemy goods laivful prize

in the vejjll of a friend, contrary to our treaty, though revoked at one time, as to

the United States, has hecnfmce extended to their vt-ffels alfo, as has hctn recently

Jlated to us. Reprefentatio/is on the fubje^l tvill be immediately given in charge /»

cur minijler there, and the refultfhall be communicated to the hgijlature.

It is with extreme concern, I have to informyou, that the proceedings of the

ferfpn, vchom they have unfortuttately apfeinted their ninijler flenipoteniiary herey

have breathed nothing of the friendly jpirit of the nation, 'a'hich jent him ; their

tendency, on the contrary, has been to involve us in nvar abroad, and diford and
anarchy at home. So far as his a8s, or thofe cf his agents, have threatened our
immediate commitment in the v.'ar, or flagratit infull to the authority of the lanvSf

their effed has been counteraElcd by the ordinary cognisance of the lani's, and by
an exertion f;f the povjers confided to me. II' here their di;nge>- 'zvas tiot imminent

,

they have bgen borne nvitk, fromjcntinients of regard to his nation
j J'rom afenfe

ofthcirfrienJfhip tozvards us
; frofn a conviclion, that they ivould not fuffer us to

remain long e.xpofed to the affion ofa perfon, luho has fo link refpcfled our mutual
difpofitions ; and, I ivill add, from a reliance on thefrmnefs ofmy fcllov; citizens

in their principdes ofpeace and order.

In the mean time, I have refpe/led and purfued the flipulations of our treaties

f

iiccording to ichat Ijudged their true fenfe ; and have nvithhcld no aB of friend

-

Jhip, n.vhich thtir affairs have calledfor, Jrem us, and ivhtch jifiice to others, left

usfree to perform. I have gonefurther , rather than employ forcefor the rtflitution

of certain veffels, nvhich I deemed the United States bound to rejhre, I thought it

more advifable to fatisfy the parties, by avovuing it to he tny oj>i/don, that if rcfit~

iution vjere not made, it -ivould be incumbent on the U^iited States to make compen-

fr.tizn, The papers, ng-xu communicated, vjill more particularly apprife you of
thefe tranfadlions.

The vexations and fpoliation under/Iced to have been committed on our veffels

and commerce, by the cruifers and officers offofne dJ the belligerent poivers, appeared
to require attention. The proofs of thefe, hoivever, not having been broughtfcr-
vjard, the defcription of citizens, fuppofed to have fuffered, ivere notified^ that on

furnifking them to the cxeruti-je, due meafures ^vould be taken to obtain redrefs of
the pciji, and more effettv.rd provifions agaivft the tuturc. Shouldfuch documents
befurnifi:ed, proper yeprefenicitions nvill be tnade thereon, ivith ajujl reliance on «
redrefs proportioned to the exigency of the cafe.

\ i
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The Britijh government having undertaken, hy orJcrs 1o the eommnmhrs ofthdr
trmed 'veffelsy to rejirain, generally, our commerce, in corn and ether fro-v'tjlonsf

"!'. 1heir O'wn forts, and thofe of their frienis, the injirudions nouo communiaird,
••ere immediatelyforzvarded to our minijier at that court. In the mean time, fame
i 'fcuffiom on the fubjeSl took place between him anJ them : Theji are alj'o laid be^

J ireyou, and I may expefl to learn the refult of his fpecial injlru^ions, in time ta

. <:ike it known to the legijlature, during their prefent fejfwn.

Very early after the arrival of a Britijh minijier here, mutual explanations ore

j':. inexecution of the treaty ofpeace, ivere entered into, ivith that minijier j ihefa

I re novj laid beforeyou, J'oryour information.

On thefubjeBs ofmutual interejj bet-zveen this country and Spain, nep,ociations

r.::d conferences are noiv depending. Ihe public good requiring that the prejhit

file ofthefejhould be made kno-ivn to the legijlature, in confidence only, theyjbufi

i .: ihefubjiil ofafcfaratt andfulfequent communication.

G": H^A S H 1 N G 7 N,
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P A P E R S &c.

J.iqui.^atlon of the

Debt of the United

States to France.

Sir,

TRANSLATION.
Philadelphia, Mny 21,1793.

ad year of tl.c P'lench Republic.

Tke Citizen Genet, MinijlerFleni^otentiarjf of the

French Rrjmhiic, io Mr. Jefferson, Secretary of
State of the United Slates of America.

THE executive council of the French Republic has Icaint through my pre-

deceflfor, the Citizen Ternant, the readineCs with which the government of
the United States of America attended to the tacilitatiou of the purchafes

which that minifter was charged to make in the United States, on account of

the French Republic ; as aUb the acquittal of the draughts of the colonies for

which imperious circumftances obliged it to provide. The extcutive council,-

fir, has charged me to exprefs to the American government, the acknowledg-
ment infpired by all the marks of friendlhip which it has given on this fub-

jeft to the French nation } and to prove to it the reciprocity of our fentiments,

it has determined to give at once a great movement to the commerce of France

with America, in drawing henceforth from the United States tiie greatelt part

of the fubfiftence and llores neceffaiy for the armies, fleets and colonies of the

French Republic.

The executive coimcll has cntrufted me with the dirrftion of tliefe great and
wfcful operations, and has given me particular powers comprehended in the

reports, and in the reloiutions now encloled, in virtue of wl ich I am authorifed

by the council and by the national treafury of France, t' v.iploy the I'ums of

which the United States can efFeft the payment (towards tii ' - debt to France)

or thofe which I caij procure on my perfonal draughts, payn ole l)y the national

treafury, in purchafmg provifions, naval Itores, and in fulfilling other parti-

cular fei-vices, confonnably to the orders which have been given to me by the

minifter of the interior, of war, of the marine, and of foreign affairs.

The government of the Unital States is too enlightened, not to perceive

the immenfe advantages which will reiiilt from this mcafure to the people of

America, and I cannot doubt that, knowing the difficulties which different cir-

cumftances might oppofe at this moment, to the execution of the preffing

commiflions which have been given to me, if it fliould not facilitate to us Itill

the receipt of new funis by anticipation, it will find in its wildoin, and in the

reports now enclofed, of the minifter of the public contributions of France,

^Beafures proper to anfwer our views, and to fatisfy our waHt*.

'^W
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• It (lo*s not belor[^tomf to judge if the Prefidcnt of the Unitcil States, Is lu-

Vcftcd with powers lufficifnt to accede to mir iwjucfl, without tlie conrxirnnce

of the logiflativo body : but I will pcrinit ir.yllU, to cb.'irve to you, lir, that

the laft anticipated paymentsf, wliich look place, j>rov{ it, nnd that this rjue-

llion appears equally decided, by the aft of Congrels, whidi r.uthoriies the t?:-

fcuti\c power not to chnr^;v the order of the reimhuricn en(s oi the ioreign

('rht of tlie United States, unlels it (liall find therein an evident p.dvpntnge. New
what advantage mere lenfible can wt offer to you, than that ol ilifchargini:,- your
debt to us with your o\vn prcduftions, without exporting vuur carti, witliout

recurring to operations— heiiurthenlbnie operation of hankers ? It is furnifliing

you, at the fame time, v.-ith the mcars of paying your debts, rnd of cnrich.ing

your citi'/ens 5 in lliort it is lo rai e the value of your produftions, and conlc-

quently of your lands, in ellabliflKng a ncceflary competition between us and
7 nation which has in a mealviie reiiinied with a great dial of art and of facrificet;,

the monopoly of your own p:ovhu"-tions. It is time, fir, that this ccmmcrciai

revolution, which I confider the completion of your immortal political revolu-

tion, fiiould accomplifli iriclt in a Iblid manner ; and France appears to nie to

be the only power wliith can operate this inralculalde good. Shcdefircs it ar-

tlcnllv. The wile arrangem-aits of wliich I have now given you ;in account,

ra-e the proof of it. It rtniains then with your government to fecond the

views wliich are fuggcfted to us by oiu- conltant frictidfiiip for our brethren the

Americans, and by the defire we have to ftrengthen the bonds whichiniite us to

them. It WiUbeaplealing duty to me, fir, to coniorm mylelf in the adminiltratiou

which is confided to me, to thele lentinunts of the Fiench nation, for all the

United Stntcs ; and in order that every one of them mny participate in tlie ex-

tenfion of our commercial nlations, I will take care to dillribute my purcha-

ics among the different ftales of the Union, as riiuch as the natural prodi'.e^Uons

^f their toil and the nature of their commerce, will permit. I will neglefl: no
means, mortover, in order that the modes of purcha.'e prefcrlbed to me, may
enable, not only the American and French mei chants, but alio the land-holders

and farmers to take advantage of the benefits which may rcliiit from our pur-

chales.

G E N E T.

TRANSLATION.
(Copy.)

American Debt,

ift Report.

/^ITIZEN Genet, Mlnifter of the French Republic to the United States of
^^ America, has been charged by theprovifory executive council, to iblicit the
American government, for the payment of the fums remaining due to France
by the faid ftates, though all the terms llipulatcd for the reimburlemcnt iu'.ve not
yet expired.

The provlfoiy executive council were led to this refolution,

1. By the extenfive wants of the Republic, as well in lubfiltencc for iviterlor

conrumptlon, as for warlike Ilorcs and provifions required for the ainiy by lla

and land.

2. From the convenience with which a part of thefe ftores and prcvificas may
be purchafed in the different markets of the United States.

3. From the advantage winch the Republic would find in making thele pur-
chafes in, and with the monies arifing from tho American debt.

4. In fine, from the confideration tliat the United States might find it conve-
nient to anticipate the reimburfcn-ients of the monies due to Pir.nce, when they
vycrc to be employed within themfclves in purchafing ±i produaions of their
ibil.
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Tn eonfcquence, tlic CIti/.tn Cnrxt has coiucrtcd wiiS the mlnlftcrjof the In-

terior, of war, of thf niariiic, isiul of foreign att";uriJ, in order to obtain :i Itate-

»ntnt of thf expt'ure:^ of their .vcraUKpartnitnts. According to this, the fnnds

to be dil'polalof by Citizen Cienct, will amount to :ib;jut fcventcm million* of

livrt-i tournois, a linunot c<iual tothe whole of the balance due by the (Jiiit(.J

biate.i to France.

JJut hcri: two qurftlonj arllewlth Citizen Genet—
ill. Ho'./ to arrange t'.ic matter lb as that this lum (hall be properly account-

ed for in the national ireal'ury, through which it ought to pafa .'

And fuppofing, fecondly—Tliat tho purchalei of warlike ftores and provlfi-

ons aie indilj)cnlable, and ought to be made ami expedited to France with celo.

lity, the Mmiilcr Genet deiires to know liow the money can be replaced, in

calc the American govtrnintnt ihould refule to anticipate the reimburlements i

OllSERV.\TI0N3. ill. Oil iU' Cot.'f.jhncj,

Suppofing that the Uniteil States ihould conilnt to anticipate their reimturfe-

ment^ } they may do lb, in two ways—
Hy foiiantes * or bank notes for the fame term

;

Or by rtate fecurities on inttrcil:, and rcimburliiblecn a given term.

The iirll of thcfc is accompanied with no dilHculty. The Minifter CeneC
will furnifii his aiTi^nmeuts or notes on the treal'ury of the American govern-
ment, for the warlike llorcs and provifions, and other prefling wants, for cxpciw
fes relative to the fupport of Coui'uls—for extraordinary and lecret purpolls ot

emkilfy—and for viftualling and refitting vtffcls. Theli; notes will be Ituiup-

ed by the department of tlie miniltry upon the compatibu'tly, of whom they wdl
have been furnilhed j the American trcaliiry will return them into the French
treafury, in payment of the debt of the United States} when they will be pallkl

to the credit or the faid ftatts j and to the debit of each department of the mi-
nidry whence they iffued, or whole ftamp they bear, as a part of the funij

allowed by the National Convention to each, for their experLes.

The method in the lt;cond place, fliould be the (iime, becauit; the minifter Ge-
net will not accept Hate fecurities of the American government, unlelii he can
make ufe of them as ready money, of which he is to allure himfelf before the

conclullon of any tranfaftion on either fide.

Then the receipts which the Minifter Genet will fumifti the American go-
vernment, with the ftantp of the department for which their value ftiall have
been employed, fliall have the fame effe61 with regard to tiiis government and the
French treafury, as if their value had been paid in fpecie.

It might happen that the ftate fecurities which the Minifter Genet fhouId re-

ceive inltead of ready nioney, as above mentioned, may loie fomething of their

value by depreciation, but then this lofs is to be carried to the debit fide of the

account, wliich the Minifter Genet will furnifli, of the manner in which they
fliall haye been employed, for the departments of the interior, of war, of the
marine, and of foreign affairs.

2d. Incafe the American go'vernment Jhould tiot confent to any anticipation in thii

payment of the debt of the United States to France,

There are but two methods to provide for this Impro'iable contingency—if
we can fuppofe that the United States have any interelt in acknowledging the

French Republic, and living on friendly terms with her.

Even admitting that we could not reckon on the good will of the Unlte4
States, the fituation of the finances or the excefiive dearnels of the metals, in

comparifon to notes, not permiting us to export a large I'um of dollars to Axne-
J'ica, we fliould be obliged to make ufe of drafts on Europe : they muft be
either onLondon and Amfterdam, by the help of a credit to be obtained tor Citizen

Genet, and of wliicii he muft give iufvimatiyii in America, or upon the natij,

•nal treafury of France itfelf,

• Bills of Eacbangey

.'ft

•1''^
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The Enelifli govornmcnt havlui;; detcnnincd to m:ike war on us, thi; hrlt

method cannot aiul uiii^-lit iii)t to Ik- ni:ulf u(c ot".— It woiilil hv not only iniiKjl-

lible to obtain ii cialitlu tlic mil ot" our operations, but it would be attended

with great cxpmli.', tiv.ni ilic low (late ofixchange occafmncl l)y the war. Tlie

only relouicc than remaining, would In- to turnilb orders en the national trea-

lury ; but it' thcli- (hoidd enjoy tla cidlii wli.th they merit, tluiv is reaCon to

believe, tha the Americans would Itdl prelcr lluni for atliynmenti of the debt

of the United Stales. So that it is veiy probable, that this means of manag-^

incr the matter in America, the belt the Republic \i at prelent capable of

devifjng, i» tiiat on which the executive council may with <;rcate(t lafety le-

ly, urdefs the United Stan . would wiHi to rcndir theinfelvci hnltilc towards the

Kepulilic, which, from ev* ry appearance ii unlikely to be the cali.*. liut it itt

proper we (hoiifd provide for every contingency, the omillion of which might

lauie Citizen Genet Mnbarrailinent ; therefore, the minifter of public conliibu-

tions propofes to the provifory executive council the following

D ii C I 3 I O N.

The national trcalliry will furnlfli Citizen Genet with a dctlaration in writ-

ing, authorizing him to employ agreeably to the orders ot the minilters of th«

interior, of war, of the marme, and foreign aifairs, the lums he firall receiv*

from the government of the United States, on account ol the debt due to Fiance,;

or the Complete balance thereof, as well principal as interelt, in conformity to

the inftruc^ions given to Citizen Genet, on that lubjc6t.

The national treaAiry will authorize the Citizen Genet to furnifli or caufeto

be furmlhed upon his banker, bilb of exchange drawn at two months light,

to the amount of the I'tims recjuifite for the payment of iiibfiltence, warlike (teres,

and other exjienks of thole nnnilters. The laid bills of exchange fliould be

employed to make up the laid payments only in cale Citizen Genet (liould not be

able to do fo, either in whole or in part, with the iunds ariling tromthc Americaa
debt, which he is chai"gal to negociate.

And in fine, in order to induce the United States to mrike this rcimburfemcnt,

in cale they fliould not be able toeffeft it, cither in whole or in part, with fpe-

cie, the Citizen Genet is authorized to accept it from the American government
in luch ftate notes, bearing interelt, as ftiall be received at pai", by the perlons tc<

vvhom'Citizcn (.Jenet may have payments to make on account of the Kepublic.

The orders which Citizen Genet Jhall furnlAi on thetrcaiury of tlieUnited States,

in exchange for fpecie or llate notes, (hall carry in tlieir faces the declaration of
the department lor which they (liall have been employed : the Treafurer of tlte

United States, after dilcharging their amount, fliall fend them to the French
trealury, where they will be received as lb much ready money, in difcharge ot
the debt of the United States, and as expenditures in part ot the lums allowed

by the National Convention to the three departments defignated in the orders.-—

The bills of exchange on the national tveafuiy, (hall in the fame manner bear

the Itamp of the minilterial department, for the expenli; of which they have
been furnilhed, and fnall be charged by the national trealury, on account of the
lum allowed by the National Convention to the liiid department.
The Citizen Genet (hall tranlmlt to each minifter proper ftateraents, fup-

ported with vouchers, as well of the uit; made of the funds agreeably to his or^
dcrs, as of ^he manner in v^rhich he (liall have procured them.

lu cale the Citizen Genet (liall have received from the American government^,
bills or ftate lecurities in rcimburfement of the debt of the United States,which
he could not pal's without Ibme liicrilice j the lols, in that cafe, (hall be eonli-

dered as part of the expenfes of purchal'c, trauCpcitation; or payments, ccnfidci
to lura. .

.
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l^liouU t!ic council approve of tli'n di-cifiDn, a copy tl.rrcv.f (Ii.ill hr Tent 1

4

1*ic Citi/L'i\ Cifiift, o'ltiritil 1»\' tlir U'ticiai V of [\v rfiiiivjil, ;ts wr;ll as the iiil-

nillfii oi' the intciior, ot wur, of t'.ie manni', ai.il ol' tcRitjn atlaiis.

i\t>'i', iht. iJ lonHirry \-]()-\.—lhe iJ yi.ir of thf Rijii'4ic.

I'iie luelpnt memoht has bcfn le.ul ami ;',nprov(..l iii the provifory ej:cciitiv4

couutil, the 4th ot January, lyy-.— in liit- 2d year ol ilu' Ktpublic.

'i'^t Hfcrttary uf //v I'cun il,

GKOUVELLE.
(S'igneJ) Le IlRUNi

Mi'iilfer for t'oni^n Affu'wes,

I hert'l)y a-rtlfy, th.'.t liic torcgoing ist a true copy from the oilginal in \\\y

pullefllon.—PhilaiLlphia, aid May, 1793—in the Iccond year of iht^ Kepul)lic.

The Mifi'jhr of the hrench Re/'uhlic,

U E N E T.

T R A N S L A r ION.
IxfraHfrom the irgijlers of the deliberations of the provlfoiy extctiti-ve councitt.

of the 4.th January, 1793* in the fe.onJyear of the lii/>u!)lic.

'T'lIFI ininifter for fore gn affairs, having ini'onned that tlie citizen Genet,
•*• appointed Minilfcr plruipotentiary, from the French J<t;)nil)lic to theCon-

frcis ot tlie Unite.l States ct America, and th.ii: it wouU h" n.-celTary for the

foimcil, to decide definitively on liis inlbuflioni tor the fullliiinent or his

miluon.

The draft of the fame was accordiiigly lead—ihe covincll in adoptiiio; it, di;-

clares that the copv thereof for citi7en Genet (liall be figned liy tlic Prelldent,

and coun er-fiynt-l liy the Ivlinilfer for foreign affairs.

Alter which the executive council, wilhing to deiermine the fonn in whicll

the full powers givtn to citizen Genet, fhall be fjxcrciied relatively to the gene-

ral dire'4ion of cdnfular bufinera, according to the pieienr ideas of theMini-
fter of the niariile and of foreign alfaii s, \vl:o have obi'ervt.l the neceluty of a

new organization of the coniulatcs and vice-conliiiates in America, has con-

sidered and re blved on the foUowins^, which /hall litrve as in(UucVions to Citi-

'/e» Gfhet, for whatever may concern this part of his mifliju, and of which
alio a copy figncd bv the Prefuknt of the council and roun er-figned by the

minKter of tlie marine, Ihall be given him. Here follov/s tlie intlrui'iion con-

cerning the general alluirs of the coniulates and vice conl'ulates of North-
Aint-rica.*

The executive council theii took into confidcration the particular million of
Citizen Genet, Minilter plenipotentiary from the Kepuldic of France to the

Congrefs of thv; United States, on the liibjert of neguciation relative to the

leimburfement of the fums due or that may become due ol the debt duo
by tht United States to the French Republic. An account was given
of the dilFerent diipofirions and Hops alieady taken for this purpofe; It

fcure in t lie different markets of the United States j that the Citizen Gcnet^

had C(;ncerted on this heail with the minifters of the interior> of war, of the

marine, and of foreign aifairs, in order to determine tiie niafs of the funiU;

Ibnfided to him for theie puichafes—but that feveral points occurred, whicll

reijuired to be definitively liittlcd by the council, eitlier as to the forms of com-*

fatihilityi or the fupplying of any detlcienoy in tlioli; futids, in caJe the Ame-

• This infiruSiion is dcfofited in the ojice oj the Minifer for foreign ciffcdrs, and
certihcd ccpy thereof has ken delivered tc Citic^en Genet ,

' G*
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rlcan governmcnf: fhoiikl not renlize its reiinbiirfements in proportion to tin
3f)iircha)es made on account of the Republic.

Whereupon theproviibiy cacutivc council, after having heard and difcufled

the reports and mtaiures prcil'iited by the miniftcr of contributions, agree upon
the '•bllowing :

I ft. The Citizen Genet ftiall be authorlfe'' to einploy, agreeably to the orders

rf the minlfter cf the interior, of war, of tlu' marine ::nd foreign arln.irs, the

iums which may be pa'd to him on account oi the debt due by the United
States, to P'rancv", or :he whole rtimbui'fcmcnt tlicreof.

and. In order to facilitate thijfe itiniliuiiements, the Citizen Genet, in cafe

lie fhall not be able to cbuiin tb.eni in fpccic, may accept them in fucli, ftate-

notes as (hall be remitted to him by the American government, and received as

re?dy money, by tlie nci 'biia to whom Citizen Genet may liave payments to

make on account of the iiepublic.

3d. The orders which the Citizen Genet fliall furnifh upon the treafliry of
the United States, in exchange for their value, fliall indicate the department
on account of vvuich thc^ymay be dr:iwn. The treafury of the United States

after difchargingthe.i'e orders, (liall tranfmit them to the treafury of the French
Republic, wliere they iliall be confidered as fo much money, in difcharge of
the debt of the United States,- and as making a part of the fums placed by the
JNatitjnal Convention, to the difpofition of the minilterial departments delV-
nated in the onlers.

4th. In cafe the reimburfrments of the United States, fliould not be efFefted

3n time, or a fum fuiHcient obtained—the Citiixn Genet fliall be authorifed to
furnifli on the general banker of the national treafury, bills of exchange, at
two months figlit, to the amount of tlie fums direiled to be employed by him
m the payment of provilions, war-like ftores and other expenfes ordered by tha
laid minifters. Thefe bills of exchange, as well as the orders, fliall be ftamped
with the name of the minifterial denartiiient, on account of which they ftiaU

liave been furniflied, in order that the national treafury may debit each, with
the linn expended on its account.

5th. The Citizen Genet fliall furnifli each miniftcr with a proper ftatement,

accompanied with vouchers in fupport of it, as well of the application of the
funds, conformably to his orders, as of the manner in which he fliall have 00-
tained them.

6th. In cafe the Citizen Genet fliall have received from the American go-
vernment, bills or ftate fecurities, (bans d'etat) in reimburfement of the debt of
the United States, which he could not pafs without fome facrifice, the lofs in

that cafe fliall be confidered as part of the expenfes of purchales, tranfportation

or payments confided to him.
7th. A certified extraft of this deliberation, fliall be given to the commit-

tee of the national treafury, to enable them to concur in expediting the above
mentioneil arrangements ; and in order thei'eto, to furnifli the Citizen Genet
*vith declarations and powers fufficient to cnfure tlie iuccefs of the important
operations with which he is charged.

Duplicate couformable to the regijlefy

(Signed) Grouvelle,
Secretary of the Countil,

I hereby certify that the aforegoing is a true copy from the original in ray
polTenion.

T'he Miiiijlerfrotn the French Rcpuhlic, to the United States of America,
^ GENET.

h - •s%gvs^aMv^ai
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TRANSLATION.
American Debf, Report of tie Mtnijicr of pui'lic contributions, on tht

Z'l Reporf. lijuidafton of the Amtriccf/i Diht.

THE approaching departure of the Citizen Genet, on his embafTy to the

United States of America, requires that the piuvilbxy tXLCutive council

flioiil.l ;'£;ain take up the fubjoi^ of the debt due by tlie United States to the

Republic of France.

I have given iniormation to Clti/en Gienet of tlie offers made by Colonel

Smith of New-York, to pvocuiv lu tlie Republic not only tiie reimlniritme it of

what remains due from tlte United States, allliuugh not yet payable, but for

t);e application of it, either for liipplies for the army, or whuut, ficur ami lalted

provil.ons in augmentation o[ our internal liippli-'s.

C-'olonel Smith lias gone to I'lr.gb.nd, auii lias kft no other accounts relative

to the operations he propoftxl io enter uuon j Ib'that all is reduced to the pre'i-

inin:iries of the negociation.

Thele preliminaries confift of a 'jtter from the minificr ofpubiic contribution*

of the 7th of Novembe.'- laii to Colonel Smith, after having 'cxa\ referred to the

txccutive council. It contains,

lii. An extrad from the regllters of tiie council, approving the offers of

Colonel Sniicli.

2d. The account current of the TTnittd States with the Frcncli Repubiic»

and that of the intereft of the ill of January ntx*-*

3d. Statement oi t^he lofo which the national trcafm-y would fuftain on the re-

imburfrnunts v*hich it has received from the United States of Anv.rica, if they

are not held accountable for tlie difference betv/een the aifignats which it re-

ceived and the fpecie.

4th. An approbation of the reduftion to fterling money of the dim due to the

French Republic at the rate of 21s. or 1 guinea for 25 livres, loibus, French
money, as Colonel Smith was to obtain it, which fumjConfilUng of the capital due,
of the intereft up to t'ne ifl: of January next, and the iols on payments already

made, was to be paid at London.

5. The approbation of the price, and conditions on which Colonel Smith
offered to furnllh firelocks, deliverable at Dunkirk, agreeably to liimples to be
ient there by him.

I have tranfmitted a copy of all thefe papers to Citizen Genet, to whom the

accounts will prove uievul in negociating the relmburfement of the debt of the*

Uniteil States, and the luir.s arilmg from the reimburlement for the neceffities of
the Republic,

Tl.e Citizen Genet will obftrve that the amount will have been dlminlflied uii

his arrival in the United States, if we cakulate the advances ma.ic by the federal

treafury, on therequifition oi Citizen Ternant, to fatisfy the demands of cafli and
pj'ovifions mede at Philadelphia, by the adniiniili atory ot tiie Freuch pare of St,

Domingo; advances which the federal treaiury wi'l of coiirfi: count as Ibmuch
of the balance due by the United States to tl.e j-lepublic of Fru'.'.co.

The Citizen Genet afterwards lequefred mfhuHiono as wull with refpeft to

the conditions on which he fliould accept ilie i-einiburieiiimt l\e hopes to obtain

from the American government, as to the emploj'ment of the lums which fhall be
delivered to him.

OBSERVATIONS.
There can be no doubt but that the Ame: icrui government will be Ilbcval to-

wards France, and not reap a benefit iicm acquitting itiellwith afiignats. How-
ever as a part of the debt yet unpaid, is not become due, and a law lelutive to the

acquitment of this debt prekrihes to tlie executive power of America, not to

anticipate any payment unlefs upon ad-vantageous terms for the Uniteii States; it

appears that this ought to be lulfiUed previous to the executive'* eutering intf

% negoclationt
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This 1« at lepft the refult of a letter written by Secretary I-IaMiUton en the yiy
(»f March laft, to the Citizen 'I'ernant. He chierves to that Ainbaflador tliiit

tl\e Aims lent by France, wnt borrowed in Hollantl j that fix months elapled

between the time of obtaining tlie money at Amtteidam, and its receipt at th«

trealiiiy in America ; and that the interelt paid during that term was a dead Ids.

But this lofs can have no relation to France. The inteielt is due to htr, froni

the moment of the payment, and payment was made the inltant that the money
Was lodged at Amltcrdam to the difpolai of the Ameiicans.

This objeft does not appear then to give viie to any coir.penfation, and with-
out doubt the American treaiury will think it proper to hold to tjie aJvc-ntage the

law requires for authorizing the jlnticipation of tiie payments, which the United
States are obliged to malie to P>ance.

The law does not fpecify this advantage. What fliould it be ? The employnu-nt
•f the money on account of the French j<epubhc within the United States, is a
veiy great advantage for them, and this employment arifes from circumllances

which probably would no longer exilt, if the American treafury (liould refule

to anticipate reimburfemtnts. The (tdvantage here is real ; it confilts not only
an a confiderable exportatic.i of American produce, which will be j>aid lor with
thole anticipated reimburkiOentsj but alio in the arrangements which the Ame-
•rican government may take by means of Hate notes, negotiable in America itielf*

—Arrangements which would relieve her from all financial operations in Europe,
for the purpoleofacquittingthenilirlves even in Fiance, \vhcretlic United State*

aie obliged to make payment,

And the employment of thofr.' Aims in America, due to the Frencli Republic,
fo convenient to the United States in the prelent circumftances, would luit the
convenience of the Republic.

The minilter for foreign alfairs has already ordered a purchafe of grain, flour,

and faked provifions to the value of 3,000,000 iivres on account of the Ame-
rican debt, and this purchafe could not be paid fpr more advantagcoufly than in

this manner.
It would be convenient to the Republic to give further cominifTions for grain,

even to the amount of the balance due by the United States ; nor could this be
blamable, as every circumftance concurs in inviting the picvilbry executive

council to provide the Republic with large fupplies of provifiMis, and promptly,
and whether in refpeft to the market or the payment, nothing could at this

moment be more beneficial to America, and no mo;aey obtained ealier than that

with which the United States could pay us.

The iimi to be dilpofed of, will not perhaps prpTp fo confiderable as were t»

be wilhed, confidering the wants pf the French cplonies, which undoubtedly
will have occafioned new demands to be made at Philadelphia, fmce thole ac-

quitted by the Citizen Tcrnant, of the monies remitted to him by the federal

treai'uiy, as is ftated in his letter of the 9th of March.
It remains to fpeak of the conditions on which the American government

would exonerate itielf towards the Republic ;—thoie piopoled by Secretary Ha-
milton, in his letter of the a 3d of June, 179a, to the Minifter Plenipotentiary

of France.

He reminds us that It has already been agreed, between the French government
and the United States, warlike ftorts (muuitions) furnifhed, and the payments
made and to be made in the United States, on account of the debt due to

France, fhould be liquidated agreeably to the intrinfic value of the metali
in the two countries.

This agreement is the molt equitable that could pofTibly be entered Into, whe»
we confider that France fliould be paid at her own treaiury, agreeably to the above
method of calculation, the expenle of tranfportation of the metals from Ameri-
ca to France, and the infurance. But by anticipation of icinikur-tiuta:, thjs

icftificaiion, would be abandoned.

*>U



P 13 1

In cgnfequcnce of this convention, Secretary Hamilton fi*M the quantity of
' "" ' compares

law in u dol-

a French

livre is equal to eighteen 15-100 cents of money, equal to thehundredth paitof

a dollar.

It is upon this principle lie propofes to convert our French livrcs Into the dol-

lars, which will be delivered in tiie United States to tiie French agents autho-

rized to tranfaft this bulinels.

I think this reduction ftiU more advantageous to the Rcpiibllc, than the pro-

miie made by Colonel Smith, in caie v/e ihould obtain anticipated reimburre-

ments. Be it as it m:iy, we cannot rcliiie it j and doubtlei's* Secretary Hamilton
takes for granted, that all the articles of the account current, between the French
Kepublic and the United States, will be turned into dollars agreeably to this

ftandard. 'This accovmt is in the pofTeflrici of Citizen Genet—it is neceffary

only to make it out in two columns on the debit and cfedit lides—to wit—an in-

ner column for the French livres, and an outer column for th; American dollars.

The account of intercll (liould be made '-vjitfjout this—fixing an epoch polte-

rior to the ift of January, 1793, for clofjng the fame, after tne airival of Citi-

;zen Genet, which cannot t)e ib early as that date.

Thus the account current, of which he in the bearer, will fei-ve him only at

a note fixing the dates and Turns by which anolher account of capital and intereft

may be m^le out, and the converfion of each article therein, into dollars, will do
away the necefllty of an account of loffes by exchange. The reimburfement*

made and not comprifed in thiis account are to be added to it.

This brings me to the pblervations which I was induced to make in reply to

thole of Citizen Genet, relative to the liquidation and rcinibur.tment of the

American debt, and therefore propofe totlie councd, the Ibllowing

DECISION.
That the Citizen Genet, Minifter Plenipotentiary of the Republic to the

United States of America, be charged by the provifory executive council, to

Iblicitfrom the American government the rtimburfemtntof the Ijalance remain-
ing due, capital and intereit, by tiie United States to the 1' rench Kepublic,

That he aflTign as a reaion tor this, the prefling nccefiities of tiie Republic,

eccupied in the defence of its liberty and independence, as the United States de-

fentled theirs when this fum was lent to tliem.

1'hat, as a lav/ of the United States authorifcs the federal government t»
make thefe reimburfements by anticipation only, in cafe of an advantage refult-

ing to the United States, by lo doing, the Citizen Genet,proiuile to tht' govern-
ment, that the whole I'um delivered to him, fliall be employed in the purchafe of
iiipplies the growth of the United States, purchafcd and paid tor v/ithui the fame.

i'hat, as the United States wlfli to reimburJe what they ovve to France, with-
«ut reaping advantage therefrom in any manner, from tne prellnt Itate of ex-

change, the Citizen Genet be authorized to conltnt to a converfion of P'rench

Jivres into dollars, upon the rule fixed upon, viz—the quantity cf pure gold
and pure filver, contained in a Louis, and in a French crown, and in the Ameri-
can uollars, agreeably to the laws of both countries, fixing the value of thole coins.

That the Citizen Genet employ the lums he ll;all receive from the American
government, agreeably to the dilpofitions for that purpol'e made in conceit be-
tween the minilters ot war, of the mai-ine, and of foreign affairs.

And that certified copies of this report, of theobiervations, and of the dcci-

^on, Ihall be tranlinitted to the Citizen Genet, for his initruftions.

Kead and approved, in the provifory executive council at Paiis, the 4th of
January, 1793—in the 2d year of the French Republic.

M O N G E, Prefuknt,

J,E B R U N, Minifterfur Fmign Affuin,

%9i
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National Treafury. TRANSLATIOxV.
C(9^ of a letter 'written by the Comtniffioners of the N^i'ivud

Ireafury, to the Vrefident of the Pro-viforj Executi'vc CcundU
Citizen President,

WE have received the extract which the jirovifory executive council have ad-

drcfled to us of their delihevation of the 4th ot ihe prcicnt mon h, by

which the Citizen G(;net, minifter fVoin the Republic to the United Suites of

America, is authorised to make uli; ot the iums which the Congreis \v.?y be

able to pay of the debt due by the United States to France, or thole winch lie

may procure on his own notes, payable by the c;.(hier of the National Tivaliuy,

in purchafing provifious and warlike ftores agicei'.bly to the orders which fliuil

be given him by the minifters of the interior, of war, of the niaiine, and of fo-

reign affairs. •
-

To concur as far as is in our powei", and according to the inteniions of tlie

executive council, in foi-warding the meafures pointed out in the deliberation,

we have the honor to alTure you. Citizen Prefident, that whatever lum fliall 1:*:

fent to us in the name of Congrf-fs, oFthe acquitfn/ices or cra'crs furniftied by

the Citizen Genet, to the treafurer of the United Glatcs, and indicating the de-

partment of the French ' minilhy, for which he fliail have iluied them, v/e ftiall

immediately advife the executive council tliereof, in order that we may be en-

abled to credit the American Congiefs, ou account of their debt, for their

amount.
Should the rcimburfements which Congrcfs may make, p'-ove inuifficient to

anfwer the difil-rent purpoles required by t'le mmiRers ot the Republic, and
Citizen Genet, to fulfil his miffion, be obliged to recur to his own notes paya-

ble at two months fight, upon Citizen Doyer, general cafhier of tl;e National

treafury, we fliall examine when prefentcd, and immetUately refer them to the

minifter, to whofe depaitment they (hall relate, in order that in the intei-val be-

tween their examination and time of payment, the minifters may have the pio-

per and regular authorities expedited to authorize the payment.

As our funftions are unconnected in a direft manner witli the minifters fent

by the Republic to the difl'erent governments, we conceive that this letter an-

fwers the intentions manifefted by the executive council in article 7, of their"

deliberations, that we fliould concur in the difpofitions contained tlierein. Au-
thenticated copies of this lettei', expedited in the name of the executive council

to the minifter Genet, will give iiim fufficient aftvu-ances, for his mifBon, Ci-
tizen Prefident, of all the facility which can be tlerived from our concurrence^.

We ai'e with reipv-ft, 5ic.

(Signed) By the CoinfmJ}lo:icrs of the National Treafury

^

Lermina, Gaudin, Devaine, Dii la Fontaine,,
SaVKLETE f. et DUTRAMnLAV.

Parisy 8 January, 1793, idycarofthe French Republic,

W E the underfigned minifters and members of the prcviiory executive coun-
cil of the French Republic, certify that the above are the lignatures of the

commiflioners of the national treaiiuy of the republic, and that the letter under
which they are figned, was written in confequence of the miiTion given by us
to Citizen Genet, Mmifter Plenipotentiary from the Republic to the Congrefs
of the United States, to endeavor the reimburfonent ot the debt due from the
United States to France, and the purchaie of provifions in the feveral markets
of North America.

Done in the Piovifory Executive Council at Paris, the 1 7th of January,
1 793, in the 2d year of the French Republic.

The members compfing the fronjifory Executive Councilf

(Signed) Claviere, le.Brun, Pache, Roland, Monge, Garat.
I hereby ceitify, that the aforegoing is a tnie copy from the original in mjf

poirefTion.

The Minijler Plemfotcntiaryfrom the French Republic, to the

United States ofAmerica.
(Copy) GENET.
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TRANSLATION.
Philadelphia, May ijd, t7jj. .

ad year of the Republic.

'^'he Cithten Gemf, Minifter pknipotentiary, of the French Republic^ to Mr. Jef*
Jl'rjon, Secretary ofJiate for the United States.

Sir,
ClNGLE, againft innumerable hordes of tyrants dnd flaves, who menace her
*^ riling liberty, the French nation would have a right to reclaim the obligati-

ons i!u;ioled on the United States, by tlie treaties ftie has contiafted with them,

and which flie has cenented wiih her blood j but ttrong in the greatnels of her

meanj, and of the power of her principles not lefs redoubtable to her enemies,

than the viftorious arm which (heoppoltis to tiieir rage, ftie comes, in the very

time when the emiffrir es of our common enemies are making ufelefs efforts to

neutralize the gratirude,—to damp the Teal,—to weaken or cloud the view of
of your fellow -citizens ,—Ihe comes, I fay,—that generous nation ;—that faithfiil

friend, to labour ftdl to increaie the prol'perity,and add to the happinefs which
(lie is plea led to fee i hem enjoy,

T^c obltacles rai.ed with intentions hoftile to liberty, by the perfidious

mn il IS of defpotirm;-the obltacles whofe objefl was to Hop the rapid pro-

j!^rcis ot the commerce of the Americans, and the extenfion ot their principles,

I'.xiit iio injrc. The French Republic, feeing in them but brothers, has opened
to'heniiiy the decrees now cnclufed, all her ports in the two worlds ;—has
granted tliem all the favors which her own citizens enjoy in her vaft poffeflions j—

*

has (iivited them to p.u-ticipate tiie benciits of her navigation, in granting to
their vcffels the fame rights as to her own;—and has charged me to propole to

your S:i:>)vernmen£;, to eltablifh in a true family compaft, that is in a national

compaSl, the liberal and fraternal bafis, on which (he wifhes to fee raifed the

connuercial and political fyltem of two people, all whofe interefts are con-

four,^led.

I am invefted, fir, with the powers neceflary to undertake this important

nt^gociation of whicli the fad annals of humanity, offer no example befort

the brilliant aera at length opening on it.

GENET,
TRANSLATION.

Decree of the National Convention, of i^th February, \j^iy ^dYear
of the French Republic, relative to produce exported and imported in American

<vc(feh, to the Colonies or to France.

'T^HE National Convention, after having heard the report of the committee of
general defence—Decrees as follows :

Art. 1. That all the ports of the French Colonies be open to veflels of the*

United States of America.
Art. a. That all produce exported or imported in American veflels on going

out or entering in the Colonies or in France, pay the fame duties as that borne

hy French velTels.

Alt. 3. That the executive council be authorized to take proper meafure*

that the ftates with whom the Republic are at war, do not reap any benefit from
the advantages granted to friendly powers.

Art. 4.. That the executive power, negociate with the Congrefs of the United

States, to obtain in favour of the French merchants, a like reduftion of the du-

ties granted by the prefent law to American merchants, and thereby more clofely

cement the benevolent ties which unite the two nations.

Art. 5. That the law of the zoth of Auguft, 1790, be fufpended j and that

veflels laden with merchandize of the Eaft-Indies, may be at liberty to land ir»

wy port of the Republic, during the war \ »nd that thofc which ihaU b« ladea

-t. }\
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\vlth the produftlons of the Ifle of France, and of Bourbon, fliall henceforward

enjoy the fame privilege.

The Natlonul Convention l.as fufpeniled the law of the i 5th of May, 1791.

which iiihibitcd the Americans from introducing, il-llir,"- and aiming llieir vcflels

in France, and from enjoying all the advantages aliowed to thole built in th«

fliip-yards of the Republic.

Certified to be conformable to the decree of the National Convention af

France.
I'he M'wijler PL-m.'oieHtbrj of the French Refuhlic.

GENET.

Philadelphia, May icth, 1793.

i^r. yefferfon. Secretary of State, to M. Tcrnant, Minifur 'Pleuijwtoitiarj t^
trance-

Sir,
TjAVING received fevei-al memorials fiom thfe Britifli mlnifter, on fubjeft*
'^ arifing out of the prelect war, I take the liberty of enclolirip; tlum to you,

and fhall add an explanation of the determinations of the government thereon.

Thefe will ferve to vindicate the principles on which it is mt:.nt to proceed, and

which are to be applied with impartiality to the proceedings or both parties.

They will form, therefore, asi far a6 they go, a ilile of a»5lion for them and
for us.

In one of thefe memorials, It i^ ftated, that arras aiid military accoutrements

are now buying up by a French agent in this countiy, with an intent to export

them, to France. We have anfwcred that our citizens have always been free to

make, vend and export arms : that it is the conltant occupation and livelihood

of fome of them. To (upprefs their callings, the only means perhaps of their

fubfiftance, because a vv^ar exilts in foreign and diftant countries, in which we
have no concern, would IcarCely be expefted. It would be hard in principle and
impoflible in praftice. The law of nations, therefore, refpeding the rights of
thole at peace, has not required from them fuch an internal derangement in

their occupations. It is fatisiied with the external penalty pronounced in the

Prefident's proclamation, that of Confifcation of fuch portion of thefe arms as

fhall fall into the hands of any of the belligerent powers, on their way to thq

ports of their enemies. To this penalty our citizens are warned thai they will

be abandoned, and that the purchafes or arms here, may work no inequality

between the parties at wai", the liberty to make the,m will be erjjoyed equally
by both.

Anothet- of thefe memorials, corhplalns that the tohflil of France, at

Charlefton, has cohdertined as legal prize, a BritiHi veffel captured by a French
frigate, obierving that this judicial a£l is not warranted by the uiuage of na-
tions, nor by the ftipulations exilting between the United States and France.
It is true that it is not {o warranted, nor yet by any law of the land, and that
therefore it iS a mere nullity, can be refpefted in no court ; make no part in

the title to the velfel, nor give to the purchafer any other fecurity than what he
would have had without it ; that conl'equently it ought to give no concern ttf

any pcrfon interelted in the fate of the veffel. While we have conlidered thi»
to be the proper anlwer, as between us and Great-Britain ; between us and
France, it is an aft to which we cannot .but be attentive. An affumption of
jurifdiftion by an officer of a foreign power, in cafes which have not been per-
mited by the nation within whole limits it has been exercifed, could not be
deemed an aft of indifference. We have not full evidence that the cafe has
happened

\ but on fugh a» hypothefis, while w^ Ihould be difpofed to view it

T^2



encetorwarl

nventlon of

(^7 1

In thin inltance, as an crrcr in judgment in the pni ticular officer, 'We (lioultl

jely, lir, that you would interpole ttHcawicully to prevent a repetition of thd

error by him, or any other of the confuKs of yuui, nation.

Our inlorniation is not perfc6l en the lubjcft nuiittr of another of thefe

nicmorir.!!>, which Hates that a veflll hris been fitted out at Charltfton, manned
thire, anci partly too with citizens of the United States, received a commifTiou
there to cruize againit nations at peace with us, and has iuken and lent a Briti/li

veflei info this port. Without taking all thefe faiSts for granted, we have not
hefitateA to exprel's cur highcli diihpprobation of the conduft of ajiy of our
citizens, who may pcrlbnally eng-ige in committing holtilities at fea, againft any
of the nations, partic3 to ti:c prelent war ; to tleclnre that if the eaie has hap-
pened, or tliat fliould it happen, we will exert all the merms with wliich the laws
and conltitution have armed us, to diftover liich offenders and l)ring them to con-
dign puniflinient. And that the like conduct Ihall be obierved, ihould the like

entorprizei be attempted againft your nation, I am authcriied to give you the molt
unreierved alTuiances. Oui friendHiip for all the parties at war ; cur defire to

purlus ourfclves the path of peace, as the cnly one Lading iiuvly to profpeiity,

and our wlHi to prefeive the morals of oiw citizens fro:;i being vitiated by
courlcs of lawle.!> plunder and murder, are a fecurity thr.i our proceedings in

this reipeft, will be with good laith, fervor, and v.gilance. The arming of
men and vcffels within our teiritory, and without tonlent: or conlult^tion en
our part, to wage war en nations with which we are in peace ; are a6ls, which
we will not gratuitoufly impute to the public authority of France : they are

ftated indeed with pofitivenefs in one of the memorials, but cur unwillingneli*

to believe that the French nation could be wanting in refpecl or friendship to us
on any ocafion, fufpends our afllnt to, and conclufions upon thele ftatements,

till further evidence. There is ftiU a further point in this memorial, to which
no anfwer has yet been given.

The capture of the Britiih (hip Grange, by the French frigate, I'Embufcade,

within the Delaware, has been tlie fubjecl ot a former letter to you. On full

and mature confideration, the government detTiis the capture to have been un-
<jueltionably within its jurifdiction, and that according to the rules of neutrali-

ty, and the protection it owes to all perfons while within its limits, it is bound
to lee tliat the crew be liberated, and the veffel and cargo reftored to their foniier

owners. The Attorney-General of the United States, has made a Itatement of
the grounds of this determination, a copy of which I have the honor to encloie

you. I am in conlequence charged by the Prelident of the United States, to

cxprefs to you his expectation, and at tlie f.ime time, his confidence that you will

be pleafed to take immediate and effeftual meafures for having the Ihip Grange
and her cargo, reltored to the Britilli owners, and the perfons taken on board her,

let at liberty,

I am perfuaded, fir, you will be fenfible on mature confideration, that in

forming thefe determinations, the government of the United States, has liltencc!

to nothing but the diftates of immutable jultice ; they confider the rigoroui*

exercife of that virtue, as the fureil: means of preferving perfect harmony be-

tween the United States and the powers at war. • , •

1 hive the honor to be,

With fentiments of great refpefl,

Sir,

Your moft obedient and

moft humble lervant,

Th: JEFFERSON,

in

1
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Tlie Alttrtuy-Cenerat tf tie Un'tted Staffs, has the fj«nor of fubmiitlng lo tbi Sttrttapj

ofJlutCf bit opinion canarninfr thefcizurc of tkcJhip Crangc.

TUB ESSENTIAL FACTS ARE,

J. HAT tlic river Delaware takes its rife within the limits of the United States.

That in the vholc of its dcl'ccnt to the Atlantic Ocean, it is covered on eack

idc by the territory o'i tlie United States :

That from til.lc-^vater, to the diftance of about fixty miles from tlie Atlantic

Ocean, it is called the rivi:r Delaware :

That at this ditlance from the it a, it Avidi.'.s and affumes the name of the Lay,

of Delaware, which it retains to the mouth :

Tliat its niouth is formed by the capes Ilenlopen and May; the former belong-

to the r.ate of Delaware in property and jurlfdidion ; the latter to the Hate of

New-Jcrfey.

That the Delaware docs not lead from the fea to the dominions of any foreign

nation :

That from the cftablifliment of the Britifli provinces on the banks of the De-
laware to tlie American revolution, it was deemed the peculiar navigation of tha

Eritifh empire :

That hf the treaty of Paris on the 3d day of September, 1783, his Britannic

!Majefty reiinquiflieil, with the privity of France, the fovereignty of thofe pro-

vinces, as well as of the other provinces and colonies :

And that the Grange was arretted in the Delaware, ivithin the capes, before (he

had reached the lea, after her departure from the port of Philadelphia,

It is a principle, firm in reafon, fupported by the civilians, and tacitly approved

in the document, tranl'mitted by the French minifter, that to attack an enemy iu

a neutral territory is abfolutely unlawful.

Hence the inquiry is reduced to this fimp4e form, whether the place of feizurc

war. in the territory of the United States ?

, From a queftion originating under the foregoing circnmftances, is obvioufly and
properly excluded, every confideration of a dominion over the fa. I'he folidity

of our neutral right, does not depend, in this cafe, on any of the various diftances,

claimed on that element, by different nations, pofleffing the neighbouring Ihore.

But if it did, the field would probably be found more extenfive, und more fa-

vourable to our demand, than is fuppofed by the document, above referred to. For
the mcejfary or nati/ral law of nations, unchanged as it is, in this inflance, byj,any

con^paiit or other obligation of the United States, will perhaps when combined
with the treaty of Paris in 1783, juftify us in attaching to our coafts an extent

into the fea, beyond the reach of cannon fhot.

In like manner is excluded every confideration, how far the fpot of fcizure

was capable of being defended by the United States. For, although it will not
he conceded, that this could not be done

;
yet will it rather appear, that the mu-

tual rights of the ftates of New-Jerfey and Delaware, up to the middle of the

Tiver, fupercede the necefiity of fuch an invefllgatlon.

Is'o. 'I'he corner ftone of of our claim is, that the United States are proprie-

tors of the lands on_both fides of the Delaware, from its head to its entrance into

•the fea.

The high Ocean, in general, it is true, is unfufceptiblc of becoming property.

It is a gift of nature, manifeftly deftined for the nfe of all mankind— inexhaufliblc

in its benefits—not admitting metes and bounds. But rivers maybe appropriated

;

bccaufc the reverfe is their fituation. Were they open to all the world, they would
prove the inlets of perpetual difturbance and difcord ; would foon he renderetl

barren by the number of thofe, who would fliare in their produ6ls ; and moreover
maybe defined.

" A river, confidered merely as fuch, is the property of .the people, through
whofe lands it flows, or of liica under whofe jurifdiction that people is." Grot.
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«• Rivers might he held In property ; though ncillier where they rife, nor wh^rs
they difdiarge thcmfclves he within our turritoiy, hut thty join to hotli, oi- thi." Ic.i.

It isfufficicnt for us, that the larger part of wutcr, th.it is, il\c fidcs, is fhiit up
in our hanks, and that the river, in rcfpid of our l.unl, is itCtlf fmail nv.d infig-

nificant '' Grot. b. 2. c. 3. f. 7, and Barbcgioe, hi his note fubjoir.s, that ucitJitf

of tbolc U neccfTary.

" Rivers may be the property of whole ftates." Puff. b. 3. c. 3. f. 4,
" To render a thing, capable of being appropriated, it is not flrielly ncccffary,

that we Ihould Inclofe it, or be able to inelofe it within artificial bounds, or fuch
a* are different from its own fuoflance ; it is fufficient if tlie compafs ajid e>tent
of it can be any way determined. And therefore CJrotlus hath given hinifelf a
nccdlcfs trouble, when, to prove rivers, capable of property, he ufeih this argu-
ment, that although they are bounded by the land at neither end, but united to

the other rivers or the fea ; yet it i» enough, that the greater part of them, that

is, their fides, are enclofed. Puff. b. 4. c. 5. f. 3.

" When a nation takes poffeffion of a country in order to fettle there, it pof-

feffes every thing included in it, as lands, lakes, rivers," &c. Vattel, b. i. c.

%2. f. a66.

To this lift might be added Bynkerfliock and Seldon. But the diffcrtation of the
Earnier, de dominio maris, cannot be quoted with advantage in dctachuient ; and
the authority of the latter on this head may, in the judgment of fome, partake
too much of affedion for the hypothefis of mare cluufum. As Selden, liowever,
finks in influence on this queftion ; fo niuft Grotius rife, who contended for tj'c

mare liberum ; and hisaccurJite commentator, Ruthcrforth, confirms his principles

in the following paffage, " A nation, by fettling upon any tra*^ of land, whicli at

the time of fuch fettlement had no other owner, acquires, in refpedl of all other
rations, an cxclufive right of full or abfolutej>roperty, not only in the land, but
Ll the waters likewife, that are included within the land, fuch as rivers, pools,

creeks or bays. The abfolute property of a nation, in what it has thus feized upon,
is its right of territory, a Ruth. b. a. c. 9. f. 6.

Congrefs too have r,(5led on thefe ideas, when, in their collcdion-laws, they
sfcribe to a fta):c the rivers, -wholly within that ftate.

It would feein, however, that the fpot of feizure is attempted to be withdrawn
"from the prottjdionof thefe relpe*ftable authorities, as being in the Bay of Dela-
ware, inftead of the Rlwr Delaware.

Wjio can fei^ioufly doubt the identity of the River and Bay of Delaware ? How
often are different portions of the fame ftream denominated differently ? This i«

fomt-tlmes accidental ; fcmetimes for n^ other purpofe, than to afFifl: the intercourfe.

between man and man, by eafy diftunSlIons of fpace. Are not this River and this

Bay fed by the fame fprings from the land, and the fame tides from tlie ocean ?

Are not both doubly flanked by the territory of the United States ? Have any local

laws at any time provided variable arrangements for the P.iver and the Bay ? flas

not the jurifdicitlon of the contiguous ftatesbeen exefcifed equally on both ?

But fuppofe that the River was dried up, and the Bay alone remained, Grotius

continues the argument of the 7th fedion, of the 3d cliapter, of the ad book above

cited, in the following v.'ords :

*' By this inftance it fccms to appear, that the property and dominion of the fja

might belong to him, who is in poffeffion of the lands on both fides, though it, La

open above, as a gulph, or above and below, as a flreight
;
provided it is not fg

great apart of the fea, that, when comparecf with the lands on both fides, it cannot

be fuppofed to be fome part of them. And now, what is thus lawful to one hir.fv

or people, may be alfo lawful to two or three, if they have a mind to take poffeiTioji

of a fea, thus enclofed within their lands; for 'tis in this manner, that a river,

which fcparatcs tv/o nations, has firft been poffeffed by both, and then divided."
'• The gulphs andchiiimels, or arms of th-e fea are, according to the regular

courfe, fupnofed to bclon^j to thcpeop!:, v/Ithwhofc hinds tliey arc cncomp;drcd/'*

JHjff. I. 4, 'c.5, f. i!.
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Valiii, ill l>. 5, tit. T, p. 685, of hi:, commentary on the marine ordonnanre of

Tranci', virtually ackno\vli'i1)^c», that jmriiculur linis may he appropriatiil. After

rcvifwiiij; the contill hctvccn CJrotiiis and Sclilcn, he fays, " S'il (.Stlilcn) s'cn

i'ilt done tfnu U, on plutftt, s'il cfit diflinguc' roccan des mers particuliers, ct

nu^mc dans I'nccan, rctind\icde mcr, qui doit <'trc cenftt appartcnir aux fouvcruins

des cotes, cpii en font haijjnces, la vidoire eut cU; eonipk'lte." l

'I'hefe remarks may he enforced hy ufkinj;, \\\vAt nation ran he injured in it§

rijrhts, by the Delaware beinp appropriated to the Unittd States? And to what
dejrrcc may not tlie United States he injured, on the contrary ground ? It connnu-
nicatcs with no foreign dominion ; no foreign nation has, ever before, exaded a

community of right in it, as if it were a main Tea : Undt r the former and prefent

governments, the exchifive jurifdi<!!lion has been aflcrted ;
^"' the very flrft coileiSion

law of the United States, paffed in 1 7 89, the county of f ,ie May, which includes

Cape May itfelf, and all the waters thereof, theretofore within the jurifdidion of

the ftivte of Ncw-Jerfey, are comprehended in the diftridl of Bridgetown ; the

whole of the ftate of Delaware, reaching to Cape Henlopen. is made one diflri(5l

;

nay, imlefs thcfe pofitions can be maintained, the bay of Cnefapcake, which, in

the fame law, is lb fully affumed to be within the United States, and which, for

the length of the Virginia territory, isfubjeft to the procefs of feveral counties to

any extent, will become a rendezvous to all the world, without any poflible con-

trol from the United States. Nor will the evil ftop here. It will require but an-

other fhort link in the procefs of reafoning, to difappropriate the mouths of fomc of

our moft important rivers. If, as Vattel inclines to think in the 294th fedlion of

his firft hook, the Romans were free to appropriate the Mediterranean, merely

tecaufe they fccured, by one fingle ftrokc, the immenfe range of their coaft ; how
much ftrongcr muft the vindication of the United States be, fliould they adopt max-
ims for prohibiting foreigners from gaining, without permiffion, acccfs into the

heart of their country.

This inquiry might be enlarged by a minute dlfcufTion of the practice of foreign

rations in fuch circumftarices. But I pafs it by; bccaufe the United States, in the

commencement of their career, ought not to be precipitate in declaring their ap-

probation of any ufagcs, (the prccifefads concerning which we may not thorough-

ly underfland) until thofe ufages fhall have grown into principles, and arc incorpo-

rated into the law of nations; and becaufc no ufage has ever been accepted, which
lliakcs the foregoing principles.

The conclulion then is, that the Grange has been feized on neutral ground. If

tjiis be admitted, the duty arifing from the illegal adl, is reftitution.

Edm : RANDOLPH.
May 14, 1793.

M'

TRANSLATION.
Philadelphia, May 27th, 1793.

The id year of the Republic of France.

Citizen Genet hUmjhr ricmjolentinry of the Republic nf Francey to Mr. Je^erfon,
Secretary cf State of the United Siatei.

Sir,
"Y prcdeccflbr has ddlvercd to me the letter wbicli you wrote to him the

15th of this month, communiciiing to him fundry memorials of the
Bi-itiili rninilier, and the decifions which the American government has taken
on the complaints of this rninilier.

T;ie firlt of thefe complaints which you report in your letter, Sir, is not
founded in faft ; I have no knowledge of the purchaCe of the arms in queftion,

and at all events the reply you .have made to Mr. Ilamn-.ond would convince
him of the nullity of his obiiirvationa, if they had been diriated by good faith

j

but it is probable t'.iat this ft?p has no other object but to prepare, di})lo-

inatically, pretexts to the Engliih (hips of war to Iuhje<5l Amencun vcflcli even
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un<lcr the (hacbw of their motltft naitrality, (o aihin-nry vifits nml «leirnticn«.

The iecoml complaint ot the V.nvoy of George III. Sir, is rounded on flK

f;ilc of the prizi's lent into the port oi" CharleUon,by tlur KuibulcaJc frigate, bt-

lonjjing to the Republic ot Fr:inre.

I (hall call to my aid only fifts ami vciy plain reafuning in replying to Mr.
Hifnmonu'8 reprelentationa on this poitit.

The trea'y of commerce of 177S, authorizes exclufively all the vcfftls of wr-r

French or American, armed by t\w two Itates or by iiiJiviih.als, to romliifl

freely, wherever they pleafe the piizes th'.y (lull have made of their emniics,

wii-hout being rubjcftci either toadmiialty or any other duties, wiil,oiit alio the

fail velleis or the laid pri'/.es entering the ports of France or of Air.eric;i, !^cing

(topped or (I'ized, or t!u; oi'liccrs of the places being permil.ed to take cogiuz:uice

of tne validity of the (aid prizes.

This privilege is interdicted to the eneinies of either of the two nations which
(hall be at war,tTie two contracting parties having expreisly engaged not to permit

any foreign privateer, having a comaiifion from a prince or power at war witii

one of the t\vo nations, to arm their velllls in the ports ofone of the two parties,

or to I'ell there the prizes they ihuU have taken, or in any other manner todiicharge

the ve(rels, mercliandlzes or any part of their cargoes. Thele privileges which
t!ie two nations have referved to thenilelves exciuiively, thele Itvere and clearly

defined reftricllons againll their common enemies, evidently prove that in virtue

of the trea*:iei wiiich I have cited, we alone have at prefent the right of bringing

our prizes into tlie American ports, and of there doing with them as we pleale, as

property on the validity of which the civil or judiciary officers of the United

.States havenothingto do,as long as the laws of the United States are n<it infrirgcd.

It is in order to acquire information on this important fubjeft tliat the publicity

of the (ale of prizes authorized by the coni\dar officers of the Republic is necefTiu^y
}

and if in the fulfilment of this duty prefcribcd by fritnddiip, and cur relpeft lor

the law of nation-,, the Conlul or the French Republic at Ch-.irle(ton has made
ule of (bme formality or exprelfioTjfrom which it mig!:t be inferred that he arro-

gated to himfelf jurilUiclion uncedcd by the treaties and laws of the United

States } I (liall lake care, Sir, that this error be avoided for the future, and
that all proceedings relative to the i'ale of our prizes, con'.'orniubly to the fpirit

of the treaty, bear the Itamp of a partlcalar national tranlaolion, and of the plain

and real alienation of a property acquired by the laws of war, acknowledged to

be legal by the officers of the P.'rench nation.

The third complaint made to your govemment, fir, by the Englifti minifter,

is relative to the armaments which have taken place at Charleiton, under the flag

of the Fi"ench Republic. The American government, fir, has given a new
proof of its wildom, and of its confidence in cur lentiments, not blindly to ad-

»nit the aflertions of Mr. Hammond. In reply to this I fliall (till confine myl(?lf

to facts. It is certain that feveral veflcls have been aimed at Charleifon, that

they have i-eccived from me commifiions of the Republic, agreeable to tire form*
I have had the honor to communicate to you, and that thele veffTcls, dil'patched

to lea v/ith great celerity, have made many prizes, have condemned to inaft ion,

by the terror which they have fpread among the Englilh, almoft all the lailors

and vefTels of that nation, which were in the ports ot the United States, and by
their fuccefs have very fenfibiy railed the freight of American veff'els j I giant

that tliis mull be dilpleafing to Mr. Hammond, to his court and to his friends,

but that is not the matter in queftion.

I ought by a fincere expofition of my conduft to put you in a capacity to

judge whether I have encroached on tlie lovereignty of the American nation, its

laws and its principles of government.

The vellils armed at Charleiton belong to French houfes ; tlicy are ccmmand-
•d and manned by French citizens, or by Anit-ricaas, who, at the raoinejnt they

ilflul
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•t^frf;l ilic i^iv'up orFiMncr, in onlcr to «KTcn.l tlTrir hrotlifis amttlicir frknJ*,

knew only tlic iivatits ami tlic I iws ot tliL- liniti-J Statiii, no article ol whiih
uiipoU-s on thcin till.' pMuniil injuiicliun uH abandoning us in tiic nii.llt ot tlie

rian|.i,<ii» \v!)ic!) ainouiKl us.

It IS thtu i.'viiiiiit, yir, that tlu.fearnnincnt5 c:innol he iirUtcrof'iiffcnce in the

flti/cno «)i till' L'nitiil Jstatis
J

.!ii,l that th jH" v^lio arc on boai\l oi oui vtlUlu

Inavt ivnouncut the iminttllate j^roicdion m ih^ir country, on taxing part:

Wt.h ut>.

It is notcl'Ki'y liowcvfr to examine whether tlir Fitrch lioiifi's of Clin.rlellcn

iiii<jhc arm the wlii-l* whidi luloiiy.ol to tiam. I i-abmitrtJ thi:i fjuciiionto tho

Govt" nor ot" Suuth-Ci'.rolina, lu'lori; the ilciwiv of llu lette;;- ci niai(|Ui.' to

f-ur pilvativr.s. I njninilul him tlrat lihuty ct-nliltul in (lonitj; v.hiit th.e laws

dill not [irohibit, that i b'jlii'Vii no i'lW i->. .Itcil which loulil ili')irive tl:e Flinch
citi;x»io m the p<.»rts of t)ic IJr.i'.eil Siatt-s. of tlie pr;vik';rc ot putting their \d\'Ai

in a itatc of t'dcncc, ot taking in time cf war )x\v couiiifi(r<<>ncj, anil of ftrviiig

ti.ea country by tauhng them to truiM out ot t'.K Umud Stares, en the veilt-ls

ot iheir cMtiiiy.—Nor in.'.i'tl Wv.e th^rc "ny wlilch j-ave to the govtrnmtnt:

tilt right ot lubmitiiiig tlie pariicuJ.u' ope;utions of mcrch:ints to a Itate inijui-

li'lon, ami tltat it a])jeaie!l to i:.e that it cou'.^l neitlur autl.ori^e r.or hinder

ti e lai:.! arnv.unents. i-li:i opinw^u appeared to correfpond with mine, 'and our
\iiHiS put to ica In l})iglit ot aii tlie mtrigucs which the puitizana of England
|)U^ inij action to oppolvj it.

This is Mie truth, ;.->ir; this is the con'.'.uct, I dare to call it rtfpt5tablc, which
I have followed, and I know too well the equitable iei.timents ol ilv; federal go-
Tirnmeii!: not to de)ii,cr myielf to the pieafing hope of iteing it rf/«r« Ircm the

firit inipreifions which the repcrta of the Miniiler ot England appe;:r to have
riuivie oil it.

Tlie j;ilt point which remains to be fpoken of, Sir, is relative to the capture
fci the Enj^iii'li ftiip Gr-ingc, l)y tiie Embufcnde frigate.

The Jta/ned cunciuiioi.s'of the Attorney-General of the United States, and
the deli l)erat ions of the 7\.nvv'rican govtrnincnt, have been on this lubjefl the
rule ol my condiicl. I have caui'ed the prize to l)e given up ; and altliough of
coriiderabk' value, my brave brethren, the ieamtn of the Einbuihuie Iv.ive readily

tonti'rteJ in a n,e.,Ui;-e, which 1 reprelented to them, as a jToper mean to con-
vince the Anierican giA'criiinent, of our deference .iiid of our fnendfliip.

The French republicans, Sir, know the duties which nations owe to one
another: enlighlentil on tlie rigiits of man, they htive jult iiieas of the general

laws of Ibcieiy compriied under the con.mon denctr.ination ot the lata cf natiotis,

(droit u sj^e/is) iniomied v^^Itri refpiJf to the intertils of their countiy, they know
how touittmguiih its enemies ana its trx'nds, and you may aiVure the Amciican
governmtni, tliut collectively and individually, they will leize every ccc;;lion of
Viewing to the lovtreign people of tlie United States, theu' refpeft for their law*,

ami their lincerc ucfue to maintain with thein the molt pcrfeft hnrmoiiv.

GENET.
PiiiiAnEi.riiiA, 5th June, i'g^.

Mr, y''J^'<-'>fott Secretary of State, to JlTi: Gir.d, Minificr I^Unipotinliary vf i'tance.

Sir,

IN my letter of May .iTth,'to M. de Tcrnant, you: predectflbr, after ftatin^ the

anfvvers which had been n;iven to tlie feveral memorials of the Britifh minifter,

«f Alay »h, it was ohfervcd that apart remained ftiU unanfvvered, of that which
rtfpectti; die fitting out armed vefTeis in Charlellon, to crulfe agalnft nations with

whom we were at peace.
'

In a converfation which I bad afterwards the honor of holding with you, I obi-

ferved that o;;e of thcfe armed vcffels, the Citoyen Genet, liad come into this port

>vttb a prize, that t^c Prefident had thereupon, taken the caicUto furtti*" cont^
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iention ; and after mature ronrnltation and deliberation, vtm of oplnlcni, tUnt
till- ariuinp; ami tijiiipjiin^ vtfi'cli in the jiorts of the IJnlicil Statr%to cruifc aj^iiinll

iiHtions with who n U'L'y are at peace, was incoirpatilile wirh the tcrritoniil love-

rcijjnty of the United Stutcn ; tliat it made thoni inllnmiental to the annoyance
of thofc nations, and thereby tended to compromit their peace, and that he
thouj^Iit it iiecelfary as an eviclentj of pood faith to thenw as well as a jitopor rtf^

palatini' to tlie foverelj^r.ty of the cow.ifry, that the armed velleU of this ilel'crip-

tion, lhi)uld ilepait from the ports of th^ Uniti.l States

'I'lie loturof the Z7th indant, with which yon huve honored ine, has Ir" n laid

bel'orc the Prelideiit, and tl i' part of it, v'/hJ-h cont;i M"! your obr''rv.i::()n» 'ii ihis

lubjec* hu3 b-'en particularly . 'tended to. 'J he reipccl due to whatever cimun
from you, friendlh'p lor the French nation, and julli-- • to ail, have iiuluiid l\[n\

to re-cKUinine the fuiijei:t, and i)articul;!f'y to ;;".ve to your f.^pr^-iijiitations thereon,

the confideration they dcfervedly claim. After fully \\eiy,hinj; aj/aiii, however,
all llhj j;rii;ci;>k:s and circiinifcniccs of the cafe, tiv: refult itppcars iHIl to lie, th,it

it is the riirlii of every nation to prohi!)it adls of fove!'ei{;nty from bcii'^ cxercil'etl

by any orher within its limits; and the </iily of a neutral n,iiu>/i to prohuHi Cuih as

would injure one of the warrin;ij pc-wers; that the graiitinjj military conmiiirions,

within the iJnited States by any otl.er authority tlian their own, is an infriu'^ement

on their foverelgnty, and particularly fo, when f^ranteii to tlu-ir owm clii'/ens, tu

leafl them to commit ads contrary to the duties they owe their own c(-iiiitry :

that the departure of veflels, thus iUc^^ally equipped, from the ports of tlieHniud
J^tatcs, will he but an ackiiowle(!j.';ment of refptdt, analoj:;rns to the breach of it,

while it isncceflary on their part, as an evidence of their faithful neutraiicy. On
thcfc conliderations, fir, the Prefulent thinks that the United States owe it tw

themfelves, and to the nations in their frirndihip, to expect this aol of reparation

«>n the part of vellels, marked in iheir very equipment with o'l'^nce to the laws o*"

the land, of which the law of nations makes an inte;'/al part.

The expreflions of very friendly feiuim.nt, which we haw already had tlie

fatisfadiion of receiving)' from you, leave no room to doubt tl.ut the conclulicai of

the Prefident, beinj;; thus made known to you, thcfe veiTels will he jicrmlited to

give no further umbrage, by their prefencc in the ports of the United States.

1 have the honor to be,

' With lentimsnts of perfed efteeni and refpedl.

Sir,

Your mofl obedient, and

luoll humble fervaiit,

Tii: JEFFERSON.

T R A N S I. A T I O N.
PllILADELlMlIA, 8 y(tne, 1793.

ad year of the French Republic.

.X/jd Miiiijlcr of the Republk of France, to tie Hareiury uf Siate of the United S/a'tiy.

Sir,

I
Have fecn with pain, by your letter of the 5th of this month, that the Pr*'

lident of the United States perfifts in thinking that a nation at war liad not the

right of piving commiffions of war, to thofe of its veflels which may be in tlie port*

•f a neutral nation; this being, in his opinion, an a«Sl of fovercignty.

I confefs to you. Sir, that this opinion appears to me contrary to the principle*

•f natural right; to the ufages of nations; to the connexions which unite us; and

even to the Prefident's proclamation.

The right of arming. Sir, for the purpofe of its defence, and repelling urjuft ag-

jrefllons, in my opinion, may be exercifed by a nation at war, in a neutral ftate;

unlefs by treaty, or particular laws of this ftate, that right be confined to r fingle

nation, friend or ally, and ercprefsly interdidcd to others. This is cxaiftly the caf*

in which we are. 'I'he United States, friends of the French, their allies and guafc

lantws oi their poficflions ia America, have permiuc^ them to satvi armed-, aad

*
I

,1

J.l,

I jit



k

, /

i u ] :

remain in their ports, to bring: there their prizes, to repair in tlictn, to equip in

them, whilft they have cxprcfsly refufcd this privilege to their enemies. The in-

tention of the United Stiitcs has been to facilitate to us the means of protedling, ef-

ficacioufly, our commerce, and of defending our poflcffions in America, fo ufeful

to our mutual profperity ; and as long as the flates, afiembled in Congrefs, fliall not

have determined that thits folemn engagement Ihould not be performed, no one has

a right to fhackle our operations, and to annul their cffcd, by hindering thofe of

our marines, who may be in the American ports, to take advantage of the com-

niiiuons which the French government has charged me to give them, authorifing

them to defend themfelvcs, and fulfil, if they find an opportunity, all the duties of

citizens againft the enemies of the Hate. Befides, Sir, at all times, like commif-

fions, during a war, have been delivered to our veffcls. The officers of the marine

tranfmit them to them, in France, and the confuls, m foreign countries ; and it is

in virtue of this ufage, which no power has ever thought of regarding as anadlof
fovercignty, that the executive council has fent here fuch commifTions.

However, Sir, always animated with the defire of maintaining the good harmo-

ny which fo happily fubfifts between our two countries, I have inflruftcd the con-

fuls not to grant letters, but to the captains, who Ihall obligate themfelves, under

oath and fecurity, to refpedl the territory of the United States, and the political

opinions of their Prefident, until the reprefentutives of the fovereign Ihall have con-

firmed or rejeded them. This is all that the American government can exjiedt

from our deference ; every thing that pafies out of the watcls of the United States,

not coming within their cognizance.

It rcfults from this note. Sir, that the commiffions tranfmitted in virtue of the

orders of the executive council of the Republic of France, to the French veffels ia

the ports of the United States, are merely an authority to arm themfelves, founded

upon the natural right and conftant ufage of France ; that thefe commifTions have

been expedited at all times, in the like circumftances ; that their diftribution cannot

beconfidercd but as an adlof confular adminlftration, and not offovereigniy; and
that every obftrudion by the government of the United States, to the arming of

French veffels, mufl be an attempt on the rights of man, upon which repofe the

independence and laws of the United States ; a violation of the ties which unite the

people of France and of America ; and even a manifeft contradiction of the fyflem

of neutrality of the Prefident : For, in fad, if our merchant veffels, or others, are

not allowed to arm themfelves, when the French alone are refifling the league of

all the tyrants againft the liberty of the people, they will be expofed to inevitable

ruin in going out of the ports of the United States, which is certainly not the in-

tention of the people of America. Their fraternal voice has refounded from every

quarter around me, and their accents are not equivocal—they are pure as the hearts

of thofe by whom they are expreffed, and the mere they have touched my fenfibiliy,

the more they muft interefl in the happinefs of America, the nation I reprefent ;

—

the more I wifii, Sir, that the federal government (hould obferve, as far as in their

power, the public engagements contraded by both nations ; and that by tliis gene-
rous and prudent condud, they will give at leafl to the world, the example of a

true neutrality, which doesnotconfift in the cowardly abandonment of their friend*

in the moment when danger menaces them, but in adhering ftridly, if they can do
rio better, to the obligations they have contraded with them. It is by fuch pro-

ceedings, that they will render themfelves refpedable to all powers; that they will

prefervc their friends, and dcferve to augment their number.GENET.
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TRANSLATION.
PiiiiAnELPiilA, ift^/z-zr, 1793.

ad year of the Republic of Fiance.

^t C'.t'izsn Gend, Minff.jr f^fcfii/iotentiary of the Rcpuh'k of France, nv'itl iln UiiUeJ

States, to Mr. Jcff'erfoii fcretary offlute (f ihi United Slates.

Sir,

I
HAVE this moment t.ccn informed, that two ofFirers in the fcrvlce of the Re-
public of France, Citizen Gideon HcnficlJ and John Singletary, huvc hcfii

arreftcd on board the privateer of the French Republic, the Citizen C^cr.ct, and

conducted to prifon. The crmie laid to their charj^e ; tlie crime which my njind

cannot conceive, and which my pen alnioll rcfull.-i to frate, is the fcrving o£

France, and defending with her children the common and glorious caufe of liberty.

Being ignorant of any pofitive law, or treaty, which deprives Americans of

this privilege, and uuthoriles officers of iiolice arbitn^rily to take mariners, in ihe

iervice of France, from on board their veflels, I call uptn your intervention, fir,

and that of the Prefident of the United States, in order to obtain the immediate
releafement of the above mentioned ollicers, who have acquired by the Iciitimcnts

animating them, and by the aft of their engagement, anterior to every adl to

the contrary, the right of French citizens, if they have loft that of American
citizens. I renew at the fame time, fir, the requilition which I made in favour

•f another French officer detained for the fame caufe, and for the fame objecl.

GENET.

Philadelphia, June ifl, 1793.

Mr. fefferfon. Secretary offlate, to Mr. Genet, Minfier plenipotentiary of France*

Sir,

I
HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the a7th of May, on the

fubjecl: of Gideon Henfield, a citizen of the United States, engaged on board an
armed veffel in the fervice of France. It has been laid before the Prefident, and
referred to the Attorney-General of the United States, for his opinion on the

matter of law, and I have now the honor of enclofmgyou a copy of that opinion.

Mr. Henfield appears to be in the ciiftody of the civil maglilrate, over whofe
proceedings the executive has no controul The aft with which he is charged,

will be examined by a jury of his countrymen, in the prefence of judges of learn-

ing and Integrity ; and if it is not contrary to the laws of the land, no doubt need

be entertained that his cafe will iffue accordingly. The forms of the law involve

certain necefTary delays, of which however, he will affuredly experience none but

what are neceflary.

I have the honor to be.

With fentiments of pcrfeft eftecm and refpeft.

Sir,

Your moft obedient, and

) moft humble fervant.

Tn: JEFFERSON.
P. S. After ivriiin^fhs above, I luas honored 'with your note on ihe fuhjeSi cf Sintile''

tary, on ivhich iiit in my poiver tofay nothing more than in that of Henfteld.

The Attorney General of the United States has the honour offuhmitting to the Secretary ef
flate, the follozving opinion on the cafe of Gideon Henfeld, as reprefniedhy the Minificr

of France.

xft.TT may wellbe doubted how far the ?.1!iniftcrof France has a right to inter-'

A fere. Henfield is a citizen of the United States ; and it is unufual at leaft,

that a foreign power Ihould interfere in a queftion whether as a citizen, a man has

been guilty of a crime ? Nor can an authority be derived from Henfield being

under the pvoteftion of a French Republic; becaufe being ftill a citizen, he i»

amen;iblc to the laws, which operate on citizens, and the vcr^' aft, by whiui hff
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is fail to have been hikcn under fuch protecTiIon, is a violation of the fovcrclg;nty

of lilt; United States. If lie be innocent he will he fafe in the hands of his pouii-

trymin : if Ruilty the lefpedl due by one nation to the decrees of another, de-

niarids tluit tliey be acquitfced in.

2d. But Heiificld is punifhable.bccaiifc treaties are thefupreme law of the land ;

and l;y treaties with three of tlic powers at war with Franco, it is ftipulated, that

there ihallbe a peace between tlieir fubjeds and the citizens of the United States.

,3d. He is indiiibablc at the common laAv, hccaufe his conduct comes within the
defeription of dillurbing the peace of the United States.

Edm : RANDOLPH.
M.!y30, 179-

T R A N S L A r I O N.
Philadelphia, 14th y.-w.', 179.1.

ad year of the Republic.

T/Jif Ciltzeii Ccnetj Minlfcr •f the Republic of France; to Mr. "J'^fferjoii, fccrdary of
fate of the United States.

Sir,
,

YOU will fee by the papers licrcto annexed, that in contempt of the treaties

which unite the French and Americans; that in contempt of the law of na-

tions, civil and judiciary officers of the United States, have permitted themfelves

to flop at Philadelphia the fale of veflels taken by an armed French Galiot, and at

New-York, have oppofed the failing of a French veffel commiffioned hy the ex-

ecutive council of the Republic of France. I requeft you, fir, to inform the

Prefident of the United States, of thefe 'fa<5ts, to let him know that they have
tdcd his name in committing thofe infraiilions of the laws and treaties of the

United States ; and engage him to develope in the prefent circumftances, all the

autiiority wliich the people of the United States have confided to him, to inforcc

the execution of the laws and treaties,

I'.'ot doubting, fir, the purity of the Prcfident's fentlments, I hope to obtain

immediately from the aid of his good oiTiees and energy, feftitiition, with dama-
ges and intereft, of the French prizes arretted and feized at Philadelphia, by an
incompetent judge, under an order which I ought to believe not genuine ; and
the like refiitution, with damages and intereft, of the velfels flopped and feiz,e(l

at New-York.
It is through the intervention of the public minifters, that affairs, of the nature

which produce my prefent complaints and reclamations, ought to be treated. As
the reprefentative of u people, generous and confident in their friends, I have
already given proofs of the lentiments with which they are animated, in cuufing
to be reliored, without examination, on tiie requifition of the federal govern-
ment, the Englifli Ihip Grange, taken by a vcfiel of the Republic. I lliall in all

iny conduct Ihew an cqur.l deference : but at the fame time, fir, I ihould expecih

from your government all the fupport which I at prefent ftand in need of, to de-
fend in the bofom of the United States, the interetts, the rights and the dignity of
the French nation, which perfons on whom time will do us juftiee, are laboring
Xecrctly to mifreprefer.t.

GENET.
TRANSLATION.

THIS day, the 7 June, 1793, in the 2d year of the Republic of France, before
us Francis Dupont, confulcf the laid Republic, at Philadelphia, appeared the

citizen Pierre Earriere, agent ad hoc of the Ihip Wdlhun, and of the brigantinc
Aiilive, taken by the g liiot tiie Citizen Genet, captain Johanen, who has declared,
that this day, at ii o'clock, A. M. being occupied in the fale of the cargo of the
jhip IViUhtm, a dL'puty marlhal of the court of admiralty of the United Srates, for
the dillriv.^1: of Pennfylvania, prefented himfelf to him, where he was making the
fcifi (nis* 9W yV<iU(r'% whurf, pret'^ndiui- that the faid Ihip miiiam, and her cargo.

L. h.j,
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•citrf fcizcd by the find court oF admiralty, wifhinp;, in confcquence, toftopthe ilile,

>vhich was ncvcrthclefs continued, the iippcr.rcr havin,t; canctivou that tlic adiuini'.ty

could not, in any manner v/hatcvt-r, nu;drile in this I'lifintfs, njjrcciibly to the r7tl\

article of the tvcuty of commerce between Fr:irce i'.:idthe United ti'ate.5. Notwith-

ftanding, to the great prejudice of the intereded in the i'ules, tlie faid deputy marilial

of the admiralty difcouraged t!^e bidders, and even fufpcnd-'d their bidding, Icadin;^

them to believe that the I'ule of the faid vefTels wan not valid ; v/heiice it rduUeii

tluit they foldhelow their value, llov^'cver, the fule of the cargo being made, the

faid a"-ent proceeded to that of tlie bri^antine ; but as foon as he commenced, tl-.c

faid deputy inarflial again f(n-bid the coiitinuancc, v/lveh load fevcral perl'ons prcfeut

into an error, fuppofing that the feizurc extended to the brig Acllv!, as v el! as the

fliip IViHiavi ; whence it refultcd, that the faid hrigantine did not fell for more

than a third of her real value, having been eftimated v^-orth £. Coo. The appearer,

having afterwards prccccdcd to the lale of the fliip V/ilUam, tlie laid depuvy mar-

fhal again, in tlie name of the afoieiaid court of admiralty, forbid it ; -wheriee has all.)

refuked a conlidcrable lofs to the interefted in the faid prize, which was ftruch our

at only £,. 500, which does not amount to one fourth of Iier value.—In confequenccj

of whieh, the faid appearer protefts for all damages and interefts accrued, and to

accrue, agalnft the laid court of admiralty—thol'i who luive fet on foot th's profc-

cution, and generally againft all thole whom it may concern, being therein finly

juftiriedby the tenor of the trcatic'^ :—Of all which the faid appearer has rcqucfled

of us an aiSl, -and hasfigncd with u^, the day and year above written.

Frois. D U P O N T.

PiERUE BAP-raERE.

Compared by us, Chancellor of the Confulate of tlie Republic of Fi

the original depolitcd in the Chancery, the 8 June, 1793, 2d year of

Republic. J. Ere. L E M '

ance, w^Ith

the French

A I R E.

We, Confal of the Republic of France, at Philadelphia, certify and atteft, to

whom it may concern, that citizen J. Bre. I.emaire, who has fignedthe above ex-

trad, is our Chancellor, to whofe lignaturc faith Ihould be given, as well in as out

•f judgment.

In teftimony whereof, we have figncd the prcfent, and have caufed to be

(KiRi affixed thereto the feal of the Confulatc, at Philadelphia, the 8 June,

||l. s.|| 1 7 93> 2d year of the Republic of France.

Fiiois. D U P O N T.

Si r.

Niivv-YoRK, 9th Jur.:, 1 793-

2d year of the French Republic.

I
HAVE juft been informed, that laft night a French vefTel, armed for Avar, and

ready to hoill fail, has been arreted by authority, and that even the captain

has not been permitted to go on board. 'Fhis ftrange ufe of public force, againft

the citizens of a friendly nation, who afiemble here to go and deitnd their bre-

tiiren, is a fignal violation of the laws of neutrality, which I cannot inipute hut

to a mifconception, wdiich your Lttentioa, and your equity, vvfill not fail to re6lify,

as foon as you fliall be inforn.cd of it.

I require, fir, the authority with which you are clothed, to caufe to be render-

ed to Frenchmen, and allies ; and I mnft add to freemen, of whatever natin;i

they may be, the liberty of flying to the fi'.ccour of their country. It is not in

a country where Frenchmen have fpilt their blood, in tlie caufe of humanity, that

they ought to fnid in the laws ol)it.icie':, to their fcdlowing yet again the moii

j^le-Iing of their propenfitiea and tb fulfil t!ij iiiull facred of tlieir duties.

II A U 'F i. R I V E,

Cm:ft;'. of i!:: Irc^il; ILJ;dlk, Nut^l'sri.

T» tljt Cuvtrnor aj ihe Jlulc of N^iy-Tm k.
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Confuhte of

WE Alex'4nuer Ilautcrivc, coiiful of the RejuiViicof France, to tnc United
States, at New-Yoik, certify that in confcqiu-nce of a rcquifitioii made by

us to the mayor of New-York, and to tlic Governor of the ftatc of the fame
ju'.mc, dated 9th June current, to obtain a rrplcvy of the detention made by au-

thority in this i)ort, of a Trench vcflel called the Republican, beioi^gir.j;; to I.ouis

Alexis Hochquet Caritat, and commanded by the Citizen Orfet. TIic Goverror
cjf the laid flate replied to us by a letter under hi'; fignature, that it was in con-

formity to tlic injuiit'li'iu of the Prefident of the United States, that he had or-

dered a detachment of niililia of this ftate to detain the faid veffel, until tJic

Prefidcntof the ITnited states flioidd be informed of the circumflances of the fads,

xipon which we have delivered to liim, an acl certified and figned by us.

Done at New-York, the lOth ]une 1793.
ad year of the Republic of rrance. U A U T E R I V E,

Cn.'iful of the Republic of Fruii.c at NcwTort.

PniLADEi.Pin.A, June fjtb, 1793.
Mr. J'-jfrfun, S,rn!ary of Stale, to Llr. Girut, Mwf.tr FLuifoteuiiury of I-ranee,

SiK,

I
SHALL now have the honor of anfv.-cring your letter of the 8th inftant, and
fo mucli of that of the 14th, (both of which have been laid belbre the Prefidcnt)

as relati s to a vefill armed in the port of Nev^-York, and about to depart from
thence, but iloj pcd by order of the government; and here I beg leave to prcmife,

that the ca'c fuppofed in your letter, of a veffel arming merely for her own defence,

and to repel urjjuil; agjrciiions, is net that in queiHon, nor that on v/hich I mean
to anfwcr; becaufe, not h.aving yet happened, as far as u knov/n to the govern-

ment, I Irave no inftrudlions on the iubjcdl. The cafe in cjucftion, is that of a

veffel armed, equipped and manned, in a port of the United States, for the pur-

pofc of committing hoflilitics on nations at peace with the LTnited States.

Ab foon as it was perceived, thatfuch enterprizcs would be attempted, orders to

prevent ihem, were difpatched to all th;: flates and ports of the union. In confe-

quence of thofe, the governor of New-York, receiving information that a flooji,

heretofore crllcd the Polly, nov/ the Republican, was fitting out, arming and
manning-, in the pert 01 New-York, for the cxprefs and fole purpofe of cruifing

?~:uni1 certain nations wilh v.'hom we are at peace, th-it file had taken her guns and
ammur.ition a-:.or.rd, and was on tlie poiiit of departure, fci;.ed the veffel. That
the ,9,overnor was not miftakenin the previous indications of her objefc, appears by
the fiibfciiuent avowal of the citizen Hautcrive, conful of France at that port, who,
in a letter to the governor, reclaims her, as * " Un vaiffcau armc en guerre et pret

a mcttrc a la voiile,'' and defcribes her objcdl in thefe exprefllons, f " Cet ufagc

etra:igecle la fore; publiquc, contrelcs ckoycns d'une nation uuile qui fe reuniffent-

ici pn!:r cHi-r liifrJn- Icurs feres,'' and ag-.\!n, ^ " Je requiers, Monfieur, Fautorite

tlont v(,U3 etes revelu, pour faJre rer-dre ii d.?s Francois, a de:; dlies, &c. la libcrte

<L' -.Ciler c.ifaours de leiir fatrij." 'i his Iriaifiu-Lion being rcjioricd to the Prefidcnt,

orders were immediately fent to deliver over the vtffel, -.'sA the perfons concerned
in the enterpri'/e, to the tribunals of the country ; tliat if the aiil was of thofe for-.

bidden by the law, itmic;ht be punilhcd, if it was not forbidden, it might be fo de-
clan d, and ail perfrns apprized of what the) might or niight nc.t do.

This we liave reafon to believe is the tru^; ftaie of the cai'e, and it is a repetition of

that whiiliAvas the fulijeCt of ;uy letter of ilie jlhinllant, which animadverted not

Translation' f/ PA?r.AGi.s /,v i.ktter toM:\. Cknet. lyt/j June IJfJ^.
°* " ui 'jffel ariKt.i for ".var, aiul rniiy in jut tofeu."'

f " TLiif.rr.nge if of pdtlie free a;^(:!rj1 the eitizeri- of a friendly nation -who are

pnlted lere, in order to go in defence of their brothers.''

I
" / require, fir, the ai:t'jori!y ivilh

r>^ ebti:c,:, •.

KvL'ch ^,1,(1 are vefled, io aiiife to Le rendered i^

liUs^ ls\. iuIiUrtj of flyir.jto thei'uccour tf jhcir country.''
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tnrrely on the finglc fa(ft of the (?;ranting coirimifilons of war, by one nation, withla

the territory of another ; but on the aggregate of the faints ; for it ftates the opiruoii oi"

the i'rtlKlent t<i be,that" The arraing and etjuipping vtfrelo in the ports of tlie United
States, to cruife af^jainfl nutions with whom they are at peace, was incompatible with
the Ibvereignty of the United State8;that itmuiletheni inllrunientaltothe annoyance
of thofc niitions/and thereby tended to commit their peace."—And tiiis opinion isftill

conceived tube net contrary to tl'iC principles of ni'tural law ; the ufagc of nations;

the engagements which unite tlie two people ; nor tiie proclamation of the Prelident,

as you feem to thin!:.

Surely not a fyllable can be f(jund in tlio laft mentioned inftrumcnt, permitting the

preparation of hoi^ilities in the ports of the United States. Its ohjcil was to enjoin on
our citizens " a friendly condut't towards all the belligerent powers ;" but a prepara-

tion of holtiiities, is the reverfe of this.

None of the engagements In our treaties, flipulate this pcrmlllion. The XVII
artiJe of that of commerce, pcrraits the armed vcfT: Is of citliei- piirty to enter the

ports of the other, and to depart v/ith their prizes freely : but the entry of an armed
vefl'cl into a port, is one adl ; the equipping a veffel in that port, arming lier, man-
ning her, is a different one, and not eng-.iged by any ;irticle of the treaty.

You think, Sir, that this opinion is alio contrary to the law of nature, and nfan-ir

of nations. Wc are of opinion It is diclated by tliat hiw ar.d ufagc ; and this had been
very maturely enquired into before it was adopted as a principle of couiluet. Eut
•vve will not affume the excluiive right of Ihying what tl;at law and tifage is. Let us

appeal to enlightened and difinterelled judges. None is more ib than Vatlel. He fays,

1. 3, f. 104, § " Tant qu'nn penple neutre veut jouir furement de cct etat il doit mon-
trer en toutes chcfes une cxadle impartialitc entre ceux qui fe font la guerre. Car s'il

favorife I'un au prejudice de I'autrc il ne pourra a pas fe plahulrc, quand celui-ci le

traitera comme adherent et affoeie de fon crmemi. Sa neutralite ferolt une neutralitc

frauduleufe, dont perfonne ne veut i tre la dupe.—Voyons done en quoi confille ccttc

impartialitc qu'un peuple neutre doit garder.

EUe fe rapporte uniquemcnt a la guerre, & comprcnd deux chofes. i, Ne point

donner de feccours quand on n'y cil pas oblige- ; ne fournir llbrcmcnt ni troupes ni

amies, ni munitions, ni ricn de fe qui fcrt direiftement a la guerre. Jc dis nepoint

(loiuier deJcco:irs et non jias en Joniter cgalement ; car il fcroit abfurde qu'un etat fecourut

tn mcme terns deux ennemis. Et puis il fcroit impolfible de le faire avec egalite, les

memes chofes le meme nombre de troupes, la mane quantite d'armes de munitions,

&c. fournies en des circonftances diflerentes ; ne forment plus des fccours equivalcns,

&c." If iJie neutral power may not, ccnfiftent with its neutrality, furniihmento

either party, for their aid in war, as little can cither enrol them in the neutral terri-

tory, by the law of nations. Wolf, f. 117/}, fays
{|

*' Puifque le droit de lever des

foidats efc un droit de majefte qiu ne peut etre viole par une nation etrangere, il n'eft

pas pcrmis dc lever des foldatji I'ur le territoire d'autrui fans le confentement du mai-

oumt tt

ntry.

§ As long as a muter nation ivifi^s to enjoy this f;!tuition ivith certainty ^ 1

Jiocw in t-uery thing, an exafi iinpuriiality, hetiuecn iLoJe "zvhoa-.e at ivar. For if it fa-

•jor the one lo the frijudice of the other, it cannot co?!i^'L^in ivlen that other full treat it

as un adherent and ajjoeiate of its enemy. Its tteutniiity tvo::ld be a fraudident me, of
Kuhicb none ivntild be the dupe- Let us fee then "wherein conftfs that impartiality ivhich <g

ventral people ought to uljerve.

It figards ivar on!\, and comprehends two things, \Jl. 7o give no fuccour ivhen not

cLliged thereto J nat'to furnifh freely, either troops, crms, ammunition or any thing ivhich

iiireiily fervcs for iv.ir. Ifiy, to give no fuccour and not to give it equally : for it

tvould he abfurd in afate tofutoiir t-zvo eiteinies at the fame time. And befides it ivould

Le imliojfiile to do it ivitb equality, thefame things, the fame number of troops, ihnfame

quantity of arms, ammunition, \jc, firnifhedin difevent circ:.mfances, are no longer equiva^

hut fuc ours,"

II

" Since a right of raifingfoldiers is a right of majfy, ivhicl cannot be violated hy

a foreign natiai, it is /r^t pen.ritled iu raife foluiers on the urri-^ary of another, ivilbout t/it

fo/ifnt of itsfvercign.'*
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•r<-<1u tfviitoirr." Ami VaUrl, hcUrc citcil, 1. ;„ f. 15, <|
" Lc droit do lever df»

foiauis ;'[:M:iric'iuiit: iiiii<iH'jirLiit ;i hi nation on an fouvL-niiii, |H'iftiinic iir [-cut en cn-

roIU-r cii I'uys ctvaiigcr Cans la } o-rnuflion du Ibuvcrain ci-ux qui mitrt piviu nt dVn^n-

gtT dcf> t'lidats til pays t tr.i''; cr Jim ; la iH-iiiniriou du louvci'ain ct tli jyciT, nil qui-

rcnquc ilcbaucl.c Icb luj'Jts il':uilrui, violi' uii dis droits Ics j>hi3 facixs du prince & dc

la iniiion. Celt lc crime qu'oii apiitlie /-X.vqw/ cu vnl d'hdnune. ll'ii dl aucun ctat

j-idiicJ qui nclc pi'.nii'"' tris (,'vr'riiiunt, t*^c." Fori cl:uic to rtfL-r you to the paf-

i»;!,-.', rather than loilinv it t]iroiij;h all its dcvi-loj'.'tirnt:*. The teflinioiiy (d'thicrc

;ind other writerii on the law and ulage of nations, with your CAvn jiil't reflexions ou

tluni, will fiiti: fy yon that the United Statti, in prol)il)itin;j all the liclligerent pow-
ers IVoiu eijtiijipiiijr, arming and maiinintj veiDs of war in their ports, have e.\erei!l.d

a riji;Iit and a duty with juilice, and wiih threat nnxk ration. l;y our treaties with

il'veral of the hillii.vrrciit powers, wliich arc a part ol'thc laws of our land, \vc have

«lhi!>lllhed a Jlile ofj/iacc wjili them. But v.ivhout appcalin;;; to treaties, we arc at

j'caire with them all hy tl'.c iawa of nr.ti;rc ; for, hy natt'.re''; law, man is at peace

vitiiman, till Ibme a_^,-grLlIion i;i commuted, whivh, hy th.e lame law, authorifes

«)ne to dtCtroy another, as his c;:-:iny. For our citizens then to commit murders and
tiepredation'j on the members cl' i^atiors at peace with ui, or to combine to do it, ap-

yciircd to th.e executive, and to thofc v>!iom they coididted, as much againft the laws

of tlie land'as to murder or rob, or coml-.ine to murder or 10b, its own citizens ; and as

ir.uch to n quire puniihment, If done vithin tiieir limits^ wlurc they have a territorial

jerifdidion, or i,n tlie hijjh ieasj wht re they iiave a perfoi'.al jurifdichion, tlrat is to

lay, one which rea-lies their own citizens only ; th.is being an appropriate part of

each nation on an clement where all h.ave a common jurildidHon. bo lay our laws,

as v.e underftar.d them ourfelves. To them the appeal is made—and whether we
have conllrued th^m well or ill, \lie conliitutional judges will decide. 'I'ill that

decilion Ihall he obtained, the government of the United States mull purfue what
they think right, with ilrmnel's, as is tht-ir duty. On the firfl: attempt that wa»
iv.ade, the Prefidei^t was defiroas of involving in the cenfures of the law, as few <(s

might be. Such of the individuals only therefore, as were citizens of the United
States, were ihigled out for profecution. But this fccond attempt being, after full

knowledge of what had b.i.n done on the firit, and indicating a difpofition to go on
in oppofition to the laws, liicy are to take their eourfe againli all jierfons concerned,
vLether citizens or aliens; tlie hitter, while within our jurifdidion, and cnjoyinj;-

the proteelion ofthelaws, being bound to obedience to them, and to avoid dillurb-

arices of our peace within, oracis which would commit it without, equally as citi-

acuii are.

I have the honor to be, with faitiments of great refpetfl and efiecm,
S'r,

Your moil obedient, *

And ir.oH: h.um.>le fervant,

. » T u : J E r F E R S O N.

rniLADELPniA, 2td yn/re, 1793.

TL- C'.Hzcn Gcint, Mir:[[>cr Pleiupcteniiary r^f the Republic of France, io Mr. "j'f^'rpn,
Oc.rJary i.f StaU of thi JJnitcJ. iiiuhs.

Sir,

DLSCUSSIONS are Ihort, wlien matters arc taken upon their true principle*.
Tet us explain ourfelves as repubhcans. Let us not lower ouneives to tli«

^ " 'The ri^bt cf raifing fuld'ers belonging mtly to the ration or i' /^vcsi^n, no one cm
*r: ni ,bem in a Ji;-c}^,i ecuniry icithuut the pcrv,}£]on of the foverei'r,,, qi.nfe ivh) umhr-
tale :o engagefjlJicrs in .^foregn c.iinlry, ':iiilo:.t perKilflun fftLefovereigu—anJ in gene.
r^l -a'homfever corrupts thef:lfct, of cthcs, violates one of the ,mfftcred ri^rl:, of the
fnncean-i a/ the nation. It is the cnme ichich « ,.;/.'../ plagiat »r men-tLft.

"
'J-iw/ «

j,cp6,i,\jj,\i;e ii.l.i'.u .Lis u.tfxiirdy ':. niji it.
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Ifvel of ancient politics, hy dip!om;>tic fubtlctics. I ft v% W n« fraiiT; in our over--

turcs—in our declarations, as our two natiotis arc in t'leir alTocrioni; ami by t]ii*

plain and iinccrc condi-.dt, arrive at the oojet'l by the lliwrtcJl way.

All the rcaloniuiTs, JJir, crntalncd int'ie Ictt-.-r, which you did uu- the honour t(»

write to me the 17th of tliis month, are extri mely ir.;,i;cnious ; Ivat I donor ii'/Htaur

to tell you, that tJicy reft on a bails which I cannot adm't. You oppofe to my
coraplainis, to my juli reclamations, upon the f'jotinif of ripjit, the private or pub-

lic opinions of iiio Profidcrt of the United Stat',-s ; ar.d tJiis ii^rjs luit appcariri;- t.»

you lufficient, you bring forward aphurifms of Vattcl, to "uftify or cxcufe infraelior.s

committed on poiitivc treaties. Sir, tins conduiil: is not like our:-. In arrivinjj

amonjr you, 1 have, with candor, faid that the Frt'Pch nation, cherifliin;.'; the iute-

refis of the United States more th.an their own, occupied th'jmfeiv.s !)iit on tb.lr

haj-pincfr., in the midft <;f furroiirjdinf; dan;!;<. rs, and inilead of preiring thv'm to

fulfd, towards th^m, all the ohlljraticns impofed on them by our treaties, by "gra-

titude, and by provident policy; they have juft granted new favours to tl'eir com-
merce, to partake witli th-.-m ti^e benciit^. of its navii.^ation, opening to tlur.i all &.z

ports in the two worlds : in a word, alllmilatin;^ them to her own citizens.

Such amicable and dirmtereilcd prorccdiiiji^s, ftiould render tlic federal govern-

ment, Sir, induftriouo in ieehing at lead: all the means of ferv;nj>; us aj far as cir-

nimftances would jiermit tl-.em ; hut inftcad of waiting till Conj^^ref ; had taken inf^

confideration the important fuhjeAs v/hich fnould already have ocruiiied tlicni ;
yn: il

they have determined whether the v,';;r of liberty ; wiu-ther the fate of Trance? and
her colonics, were inuiflferent objects for America; until they had decided whcih^r

it was the intereft of the United States to profit, or not, of the fituation in v/iiich

French majrnanimity places them, they have been forward, ur^ed on by I know
not what influence, to purine anotlicr conduct. M'hcy lur.e multiplied diilicultiej

Biul cmbarraffmcuts in my way. Our treaties h".ve been unlavourab'y intcnireted :

Arbitrary orders have directed aj^ainft us tbcadion of the trilv.malM; indeed, my
diplomatic reception excepted, 1 have met with notliin^- but difguH and ohlhicleiin

the negoclatlons I have been charj;cd with.

It is not tlius that the American people vvifli we fliould he treated. I cannot even

fuppofc, and I wiih to believe, that meafures of this nature were net conccivcJ in

the heart of General \\''afhington,—of that celebrated hero of liberty. 1 can attribute

them only to extraneous imji-elFions, over which time :'nd truth wi'l rritnr.ph. (

rcqueftyon therefore, Sir, to lay before tins firft maj;iriratc ef your Kennblic, th?

two inchifed protefts, which have been juft tranfmittcd to me by the corfuls of th;

Pxpublic of France at New York and Philadelphia. You v.-Ml fee tiiercin that theis

oilicers complain, that French pri::cs, the jurifdiclion of A.-hich belongs e^iclufively

to the confular tribunals, have been feized in thcfc two ports, by orders of tlie Prefi-

dcnt. I expedt from the equity of the federal government, .Sir, the immediate redrefs

&i tliefc irregularities; and I venture to hope, alfo, that tlie Prelulent wr.uKI lie

pleufed to examine again theafTair of the Ihip Republican, of New York, and ctriiidcr

v.hcther (independent of the right which we liave to fit out privateer-;) any f'f tb =

cxpreffions ufed by conful Hauterlve, to reclaim the ,':;'.v!Eg up of the feizuve made
of that velTel, proves that Ihc has been armed for this purpcjfe. The citiren Hantc-

rive has clearly fhcwn, on the contrary, tiuit flie was armed by Frenchmen, r.t a

time when the moll religious of all duties prompted them to fly from all parts (^f the

world to the fuccour of th»ir country, and to fulfil towards her, thofe duties ta

which the Americans would be equally bound, if we had not the defirc to leave t.-j

their wifdom and their honor, the umpirage of their co^idud. It is incouteftible,

that the treaty of commerce (art. XX I i ) expref ly authorir,<'s our arming in the ports

cf the United States, and interdids that privilege to every enemy nation. FMiklt-?

this atft forms but a part of our conventional coninadls, and it is in thcni, collec-

tively, that we ought to feck cnntraiils of alliance a]>d of commerce funuhanc<nifiy

made, if we wilh to take their fenfe, and interpret faithfully tl'.e intentions "f tJte

people who cemented them, and of tlie men of o>.'nius wim dictated them. If

you cannot proteiil our conimcrce, and cur cuionies, v.'h:eh v.-;ll, in future, contri-

i>«t« Kivk jrJ0l« tp j'our j>rofpcrity tiiu» t» cur tiv.'h, i).k kurt do not arrell the
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•Jvifm of our cwn citizens, do not expofc them lo a certain lofs, hy ohligino; them

to po out of your ports unarmed. l-)o not punilh the brave individuals of your

nation, ^vlK) arran<];i- thcmiclvca under our banner, knowing perl'edlly well, that

no law oi' the United .States k'vcb to the government the fad power of arrefting'

tlieir zeal by ads of rij3;()r. 'i'hc Americans arc frev; tliey ate not attached to "ha

glebe like the ilaves of RuHLv ; they may chanj-c tlieir fuuation when they plcai'e,

and by acce'itin;j,at this moment, the fuccour of their amis in the habit of trampling

on tyrants, we do not connnit tlie plagiat of which you fjHak. The true robbery,

the true crime, would be to enchain the courage of thcfo good citizens, of thel'i

fmcere friends to the heft of cavilts.

I am ij^rn<)iant,Sir, of the conllitutional judges to whom the federal government

spjieur to have it in contemplation to refer the different qneflions of public right,

vvliich have arifcn between us ; but it appears to me, that thcfe judges can be looked

upon only as counl'eliors, ilnce no particular tribunal has the right or power to

intcrpofe between two nations, whofe only arbiters, when they have a finccre defirc

to live frateiiiaily and amicably together, mufl be, in the prcfent ftate of human
locieties, good failh and reafon.

Accept, Sir, tiie cxprcflion of r-'.y efteem, and my refpedtful fentiments.GENET.
TRANSLATION. »

Confulate of New-York.
I'totejl of Citizen Hautcrive, Conful of the Repull'tc of France, at Neiv-Yorl,

"S^'lfl
the procefs andfeizure of the Catharine of Halifax.

CONSIDERING that tribunals arc inftituted to reader juflice between indivi-

duals, and not to judge of the differences that may arife between govern-

ments, and flill lefs to decide on the political relations which exift between nation

and nation. That their fphere is circunftfcribed within the territorial limits of
the ftate to which they belong. That there cannot be any relation of dependence

between the tribunals which therein belong to two different nations.

That the confular jurifdidion is an cxtenfion, and a firft degree of jurlfdidlion

of the tribunals of commerce and of admiralty, inftituted in foreign countries by
the nation to wdiich the political conventions have 'given the right of confulate

as well as the right of recurring to the public force, to enfure the execution of the:

confular difcufiions.

That the limits of this jurifdicfiion depend only on the foreign government
which has eftabliihed it, and that this government may extend or contraft it at

pleafure, provided it docs not attribute to it any a(Sl:ion againft the perfons, the

property, the police and the local jurifdidion.

That in attributing to thefe tribunals dependent upon it, tliat which belongs to
another equally dependent upon it, a government does not go beyond the limits

of this power.

That recently the French government hath given to the confulates of the Republic,

the jurifdidion of fca-prizes, and has thus completely conftituted them courts of
admiralty.

That, by that it only difplaces one of the branches of the judiciary power.
That the geographical pofition of a legally eftabliflied tribunal, neither alters thcr

force, nor extent, nor independence of its jurifdidtion.

That all intervention dircd or indiredl, as to the French prizes being formally
interdidled the tribunals of the country, the admiralties of the two nations,

however they may locally approach each other, arc not the Icfs feparated from
one another by the infurmountable barrier of political right.

That thus a French prize, remaining in a neutral port in virtue of treaties,

is fubmitted to the confular admirahy in virtue of the right which nations have of
organizing at pleafure their judicatures, is as much flieltered from the action o£
any other local tribunal, as if it were in a French road.

For all thefe reafons, we Alexander Hauterive, conful of the Republic of France,
•onfidering that the New-York dii^ridt-conrt, has extended its jupifdidion to ?/

French prize, the dccificn cf which was pending in our tribunal

:
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That this intervention, prcfcribcd by the treaties, not only tcnJft to tftiiblirti a

clafliing of jurifdiiSlion between two tribunal;., wl\ii;h c.innct have com-.niinica'ron

together, but alio r.) the aniiihilatidii of the coiiiul ir tr'biiual, which is rcJi;ccJ to

nothing as foon as the public force, w hirh tiie tr.aties have given it the right of

demanding to fupport its judgments, is inr.doyjd up-ainll it.

That if this error of the judiciary power could be aiitliorifed by the govern-

ment, we mull fuppofe that the government has the ri;>ht of interpreting, modi-

fying or deftroying the political compadls which unite the two nations, by the in^

formation and decifion of the tribunals of one of thefe tv/o nations.

W'c proteft againft the violation done to the rights of the nation we rrpiffcnt

;

we declare formally, that whatever may be the dvcifionsof the tribinial, Vthidi ha»

arrogated to itfelf the judgment of the prize Catharine nf Hul'fux, to the injury

of the confulate jurifdidlion, the parties interefted, who arc aniiiable only to our

tribunal, are not bound to conform to it. We declare thi-; judgment to be null,

and of no elTed: whatever; ill. By the notoriety of the Incompetency of the tribu-

nal. 2d, Becaufe it would be given in contempt of our proteU. 3d, Uecaufe it

would be formed on infufficient information, the principal papers to elucidate the

dlfcullion, being in our hands, never to go out of them. 4th, liccaufe the French

Republic being one of the parties, It would be neccflary, in order to. proceed regu-

larly, that the judges Ihould lind in the American laws, tliat the French nation is

amenable, in its political rights, to a private tribunal, and that they may be con-

demned by default.

We declare. In fine, that thefc rights fhall remain entire, faving the requifitioii

of damages and intereft, to the parties Interefted, and the demand of reparation for*

that of the two nations, who. In the diplomatic judgment, (the only competent

arbiter between friendly nations) will be acknowledged injured in its rights.

Further we declare, that the judgment of the fatSt is ftill pending in the confulai'

tribunal of the Republic at New-York.
New-York, zifl June, T793.

ad year of the French Republic. ^

Certified to be conformable to the orlginaL

Protejl of the Conful of the Republic ofFrance, (igainfl thefdxure of thefhtp William.

CONSIDERING that no authority on earth has either the right or the power
of interpofing between the French nation and her enemies. That (he alone

is the arbiter andjudge of the offenfive adls which the fupport of her independence

obliges her to commit againil the defpotic governments coalefced to replunge her

into a ftate of fervitudc, from which, abandoned by her friends, and affaiied by fo

many enemies, fhe alone has been able to liberate herfelf. That the court of admi-

ralty at Philadelphia, yielding at firft to illfounded reclamations, fince recalling

herfelf to the principles of the law of nations, has acknowledged its incompetency
to the decifion on the legality of French prizes.

That hence it evidently refults, that no local authority can take upon Itfelf the

information of a dlfcullion which arlfes, or may arife, between nation and nation.

That ncverthelefs the federal government has placed a guard on the fblp IVillia'rf^

taken by the French galiot the Citizen Genet, and by this matter of fadl feems to

declare, that previous to all dlfcuflion, it meant to interfere in the examination of

the right, and in the decifion of the fails.

That if the government interferes as local authority in the judgment of the faifls,

they deny and violate the principle expi-efsly declared in the 17th art. of the treaty

between America and France.

That if, as a power inverted by the nation to communicate with foreign govern-
ments, they interfere in the examination of the right, they proceed prevloufly by
a method till this day unlcnown, in preceding a diplomatic difcuHion by an arbitrary

and violent ad, and by an execution purely military.

For all thefe reafons, we, Francis Dupont, Conful of the French Republic, at

Philadelphia, formally proteft againft the infi-Ingement committed on the rl^it#

•f the French nation by the local government of Philadelphia.

E
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We declare, th:\t having proccaled in a judiciary manner to the falc of the fald

fhip, and Unit btinji; accountable, in the name of the French nation, to the pur-

f hafcTs of tlic proiKTty iuiiulrcd hy th< ni, we throw npon the government, who
hau created tilt. ic ohilucKs to accjuirinj;; the poffeflion, all the damages and intcreft.

\Vc declare further, tlui in infniminij the miniftcr of thu French Republic of the

violcnciopi'olcd to the exercife of our fundious, we, in his name, referve by the

prcfcnt jirotoft, the purl'iiit In reparation for the violation of the conventional com-

patStri, und tin uuira^rt a<',.iinl> the French nation in the miniftry of its agents.

Done in our conluhite, I'liiladelphia, 23d June, 1793, ad year of the French

Republic.
Frois. D U P O N T.

I

Philadelphia, June nth, 1793.

Mr. "Jefferjont Secretary of State, to the Minijler Plenipotentiary of France.

S J R,

HAD tl'.e honor of laying before the Prelukntyoin- memorial of the aid of

May, propoiing that the United States fliould now pay up all the future in-

llalinents of tlieir debt lO France, on condition that the fiini fliould be inverted

in proilucc. I'iie Prefidcnt having iully deliberated on the Itibjcft, I have now
the honor of enclofmg you a report from the trcafury department, made in con-

leipienee thereof, and explaining the circurartances which prevent the United

Ijtalts nom acceding tothat propoiition.

In fi6f , the inllalmeuts as they are fettled by the convention between the two
nations, far exceed the ordinal y relburces of the United States. To accomplifli

them completely and puniftually, we are obliged to anticipate the rvvenues of fu-

ture times, by loans to as great an extent as we can prudently attempt. As
they are arranged however by the convention, they give us timi^ i'or lucceflive

and gradtial efforts. But to croud thele anticipations all into a fmgle one, and

that to be executed in the preient inftant, would more than hazard that ftate of

credit, the prelervation of which can alone enable us to meet the different pay-

ments at the times agreed on. To do even this, hitherto has requiral, in the ope-

rations of borrowing, time, prudence and patience j and thcie operations are

Itill going on in all the extent they will bear. Tc prefs them beyond this,

would be to defeat them both now and hereafter. \V
, beg you to be allured, and

through you to allure your nation, that among tne important reafons which
lead us to economife and fofter our public credit, a ftronger one, is the defire of

prelcrving to ourfelves the means of difcharglng our debt to them with punc-
tuality and good faith, in the times and furtis which have been ftipulated between

us. Referring to the enclofed report for a more particular development of the ob-

ftacles of the propoiition, I have the honor to affure you of the fentiments of

particular efteun and refpetS^ with which I am. Sir,

Your mojl obeMent and moft humhle fervant,

TH. JEFFERSON.

^he Secretary of the Treafury, to ivkoni tvas referred a communicationfrom the

Minijier Plenipotentiary of the Republic of France, on thefubjeSi of the debts of
the United States, to trance, refpedtfully makes thereupon the foUo~Jcing Report ;

n^HE objeft of this communication is to eijgage the United States to enter in-
-*• to an arrangement for difcharging the refidue of the debt which they owe to

France, by an anticipated payment of the inftalments not yet due, either in fpecie

or bank, bills of equal currency with I'pecie, or in government bonds, bearing

interelt and payable at certain I'pccified periods, upon condition that the fum ad-

vanced fhall be invefled in produftions of the United Spates, for the fupply of

the French dominion*

,
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With rcp;ar(l to the firft expciliciit, namely, a prymrnt m fpccR u* lwnMi-f)ilI»,

the iclbuicts of the trcaruiy oltlie United St;ttcs, do not ikiinii of '»» beii •«.

adoplftl. The government has relied tor the n)taiis of ivimltUi l"' -7, ita i'nrc'n- t

debt, on new loans to be made abroad. The late events in JCiirope !> .\e tlirovv,

a temporary obltacle in the way oftheie loans, producinj.';, coiilt(]uenfly, :in in-

ability to make payment by anticipation of the reiidiic of the debt hi rta:ter to
grow ckfe.

Witli regard to the fccond expedient, tliat of krovernment bonds I'.av.ibK; at

certain fpecificd periods j this in fu))(ta:ice, though in other foims, has'n 1 .-m^
ediy come under confiJeration, and has as often been declined as invli;;il^!e.

Great inconvcniencies to the credit of the govvir.mui!, ten.ling to der: ikx- it j

general operations of finiilce, have been and mull continue to k' pircel\id in

every plan which is calculated to throw fuddenly upon the market, a lai or :u\.

ditional ium of its bonds. The prefeni ft.Ue of thin^\s for obvious r^.Ulms wiM'ld
ferve to augment the evil tjf fuch a circuinftancc, while the c\iilin|; ami poiliMe
exigencies of the United States, admonifli them to be particidariy cautious at

this juncture, of any mcafure which may tend to hi/aril or inipjiii' their credit.

Thefe confiderations greatly outweigh t!ie advant;'.j;e which i.; l'u:!,.;i lleil as an
inducement to the meafure (the condition refptfting which is the j)nneip!e cir-

cumftance of the difference between the piefent and former propoiition^) to rnii'ff

from an inveilment of the fum to be advanceil in the produels of the country
j

an advantage on which perhaps little (trels can be laid in the prcfent and piobabJo
ttate of foreign demand for thefe })roduol«.

The motives which dilTuade from the adoption of the propofed mcafure, may,
it is conceived, be the more readily yielded to, from tliC probability I ii;it the
utility of it to France might not, on experiment, prove an equivalent for the

faciinces which ftic might have to make in thedii'polition of the bonds.

All which is humbly fubmi.ted.

[Sigf/edy'] ALEXANDER HAMILTON, Sic'rj of the 7rcafury.

Treafury Departmentt June 8, 1793.
A true Copy, (Signed) TOBIAS LEAR,

Secretary to the PrefiJcnt of !hc United States^

TRANSLATION.
^

- Philadelphia, 14th Juno,' t 793.
2d year of the French Jvepublic.

The Ciiizen Genet, Mtnijler Plenipotentiary of the Rcpiihiic oj' Ihince, to Mr.
"Jejferfon, Secretary of State of the United Stutts,

Sir,
tT is the charaeler of elevated minds, of fieemen, not to expofe themfelves twice
•• to a reful'al. I have requefted you to make known to the Prclulent of the UnuoJ
States, the urgent neceflities of the Fi'ench Republic. I have not hidilui iVoin

you, that having armed near a million of foldieis, they have experienced a cct.-

fh'erable deficiency in their produce j and that they, with their colonies, wouiil
be configned to the hoiTors of famine, if the United States iiiould nut ruiiiiOi

them on account of their debt, a part of the fublillance, whicli they want. I

have offered you, in virtueof my powers, totake in payment, in ddauli of money,
bills, or obligations of the flate, bearing intcrell till th.o epoch Hxed by our con-
vention, for the reimburiement of yoiu- ilebt. I liav: '.nJeavoured to convince

you of theadvantagcSiAvhlch would rel'ult from (iiio operation for the two coun-
tries, and more particularly for America, nt a time when they have u iliper-

phundince of grain and flour; but oblLrvlng, Sir, by the letter which you
\v ote to me on the nth June, and by the report of the Secretary of tlie

Tieaf'iry, that none of our propofitions have been accepted ; without en' erin<j

iiUo th. iinunciai reaious winch operate thik rtfufil, v/iili(;)ul tndeavourin<r ta
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|»rovr U) yoii tint it fen Is to accompliflj the iiiftrnal fyftem of the Kln^' of Enp;-

l;iM'', :m I of tl\c ot'Ui' Kinj^s his :iCLOiniiIici i, to ileftio/ by fr\iniiK', tlif Fiiiu h
iijiiilirc iiLi ami lilK'ity, I aitcinl, on the pivKiU occafiMi, oiily to the culls of

my coMiury, :mu1 ;is its ntctfTilics, ami thulc of tlic colonics luLonif tkiiiy nunc
i)uniiv.-, as it has cluiqjal nif to nrovidi- (or tluin at whatever price it might l)c,

1 rf(pK'll you, Sir, lo iiifoini the I'n.rK'.tnr of the United htutes, th;it, king
authoriUd in the name ot thelrencli Repiii)lic, to j(ive a(iI<;nnHnts to (lie Ame-
rican nicrchuuts or fanners, in payment of tiiei'rovilions tiny may fiirnilli, fiom
the wan: of new uuvanccs on the parr of tlie Uiiitod States, I requdt, in order

to pltHf nu" in a funinion to iile this innwr, that he preicrihe to the Secrttary

ot the Treaiiny to adjult with me inimediattly the amount of the debt of tlie

United States, to France.

The ex'jiedient to which I am about to have reconife, will, pru'oably, be

ontToiis to the Fit nch Nation, but an tlie fedcnl povcrrmmt thinks it may
tawcon itllh to place us un^lrr the neei flity cf einplnying it, v/lthout confiiltin^

t'on^rei's upon lo iniportaut u matter, I am obliged to follow my in(trut4ions.my
G K N E T.

PHiL.vnF.LniiA, June 19th, 1793.
il/r. J<.ffcrfcn, Secretary ofSfate, to Ciiixcn Cciut, Mihistcr of trance.

Si R,

A CCOKDTNG to tlic defire cxprcnTul in your letter of the 14th inflrnt, tht
** Prcfidcnt will give the inllni(^t,ons neeeillny for the lettlement of the iullal-

jiicnls of principal and interilt liiU lUie fiom the United States to France. This is

an acl c'pr.-.ily jull and defiialile for both parties ; and although it had not been

imagine.l that the materials i'or doing it were to be had here at this moment, yc(;

we (hall be pleaifd to find that they may. In the mean time, what is fuither

to b'j done, will doubtlefs be the lubjid of further r^tleftion and infjuiiy with
you ; and particularly th.e ojjcration propoied in your letter, will be viewed under
a'.l its afptds. Among thefe, we think, it will prelent itfelf as a nii-afure too

quillicnahle 1 oth in princii)le and praiticability, too deeply interelting to the

credit of the United States, and too unpromiiirg in it« reiult, to FVance, to b«
found eligible to yourielf. Finally we reft ftcure that what is of mutual con-

fUil, will not be clone but with mutual concert.

/ ka-vc ike konor to be ixilth great refpe^ and cjlccm, <*•

i>ir, jour mojl obedknt ami
7mji humble fer-vant,

TH: JEFFEJISQN.

T R A N S I. A T ION.
PHiLADKi.rniA, I 5th June, 1793—id year of the Republic.

iThe C'liixen Ccuct) Miimtcr of the Repioiic of Fm.ua', to Mr.JeJ/erfoijjSecrC'

tary of State of the United SiMls.

Sir,

ryHE. Citizen Ilauterive, ronful of the Republic at New-York, has this mo-
*• nunt informed me, that a difcufhon has aril'en between him, ami the govern-

jr.ent of the ftale in which he refides, refpe(5ling the Embufcade frigate, upon a

a paint of I'ight. The qudtion is, whether in a neutial })ort, an armed vcflel,

cv'^h*: to allow a tr\:cc of twenty-toiu" homs to encri.y veflcls, to go out of it ?

'Fhe Citizen ilauterive received a formal 'equifition on this lubje6t, from the

iiuvcrnor, rel.ilive to^he depalureof the Englifli packet, who without faying

pofitlvely, that t!ie local government had a right (o hinder tlie frigates going cut

1 elbre the expiration' of the truce of 24 hours, and that he would ule fuch rigUt^

gave I)im to u:i.!erll'an.i^ and appeared to believe that it was univerfal.
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TIk' Ciii'/in Iluitcilvj', Sir, has conruu-'l hlmll-f fo a rcfciTncp of this mnlter

to mc, reciiK'ltitTT inltrviilions on fhc lul)jci'l tor himlc!f anil the Ciipt.i'n or" the

fri;.fatf. I ti\' li)n' hiTiin ;i copy ot" thole wli'ich I h:iw ju;t iraarin'.ticl to him.

'J'iay have htjn ilruwii up on inafvifc ex iinin.itioii ol Uw ipitftion ; and thoii^^h

my opinion ditlcrs ((rtntially iVoin thit of the Governor ot New- York, I ain

pLriliidc I that thv: Pivii.l i\t of the Unittil Statci, after havinj?; lakcn mto con-

iidcration the avi'lioritics and rea'bnings which hive jrnulul mc in tiacing to the

conlul of the Rf,>iil)lic, thi- condn6t he ought to purine, will tranlinit totheGo-
vcjiior ol New-York, orders worthy oF his julticc and impartiality.

GENT. T.

I

TRANSLATION.
Piiii,.\nELrniA, June i i;«h, lygv

ad year of the KLpul)lic of France.

The CilizdfiGc/ict, M'niijlcr Pltn'il^otentinry ofthe Rejuhlic oj Fnvia; to the Citizen

Hautcyivf, donful at Ncn-TorL
HAVE read with p;reat attention, Citi/en, the report yon tranfmitted to me
on the I 31I1 ot thi;> month, and in which, alter having given an acco\mt of

the difctdlion which his arifi*n between you and the CJovernor of New-York,
relative to the frigate of the Republic, the Emlnii'cadc, you preinu for my loiu-

tion, in order to guide your future condui-f, the following quedion, which gave

rile to it, to wit :
" Whether in a neutral port, an armed veni! hi longing to a

belligerent |)ower, fliould allov/ a truce of 24. hours to enemy-velllls, deiii'ins

to go out." If it were neceirary, citizen, to commence a polemic on this ipiei-

tion, I fljould ohferve to yon firlt, that it has been badly Itated, and that not only

the duration of the truce, hut alio the time at which it fliall commence Hiould

have been defined; but this invelHgation is fupcrfluous. Thecpieltion which )oa
propofe to me, citizen, is long fincc decided l)y the Euro|)ean powers, who have

regulated with each other the principles of naitralily. Thele principles may b>
found in the maritime convention of the northern powers, in the diiferent treaties

of commerce which thei'l; lame powers have mutually entered into; in fine, in

thoie which Rulfia has conckuled with France, Aulhia, Portugal and llic two
Sicilies, and none of thele entered into with the view to favor the navigation of
neutral nations, have ha 1 the aukwardnefs to make mention of a truce to he

given by the armed veliels of the powers at war, to the enemy-veflels of t^hofe

powers whi«h may be found in neutral ports.

The firlt of the four maxims of nnitrals which almoft every nation, England
excepted, regards as the palladium of commerce, is that every Telfel may navigate

Ireeiy from port to port, on the coaih of nations at wai'. This right, derived

from the right of nature, is neccllarily reciprocal ; the powers who have acceded

to ihe principles of the neutrality, have never contel'ted it; and I cannot tell you,

citizen, how much I am liirpn/edthat the Governor of^the State of New-York,
fliould take the advantage of the political opinions promulgatal by the United

States, to fultje^l our veO'els of war to an indefinite truce, which would be a

dangerous rellraint, contnuy to the letter, to the I'pirit of our treaties, and

which at molt could be required from a vefll'l of an inditi'erent Hate, with whom
neither obligation nor engagement has been contracled.

In the preients (late of thmgs, citizen, all tliat the government of the United

States can require, is that we commit no holtility againlt our enemies, on the

territoiy and in the waters of tlie United States, and in renewing to you the

order, attentively to ol'ferve that our veirtls attend to this lefervation, I recom-

mend that you ojipofe with energy, analogous to the lentiments of friendfhip

wiiich we have avo\yed to the United States, every aft or every ftep, which
would depriv* our vclfels, armed or unarmed, of the liberty they oxight to en-

)oy in the ports of \^^ U«it8;l Statw, w virtue of our treaties, juid in virtue of
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thc only principles wliicli Imve l,ecn tliplomatically eftabliflied, on the rights of

neiitiiil naliuns, which as I have already laid being founded on the right of

nature, tlie hafis of the rlghti of man, iniplicitiy comprehend- reciprocity, an

tlementary condition of afl the afts di^;lated hy equal and impartial jxiftice.

Let tlioll- who liave another code and other titles to prelent to us, produce thcnij

anJ in the mean wliilc, the Englifli ofNew-York, inttead of unreafonably putting

themlelves under the protedion of principles which their government has always

difdained to acknowledge, and v/hich it has violated in all wars, keep them-

feives quiet or run the chance of failing in the pretence of our forces.

Certified conformable to the original,

GENET.
TRANSLATION.

Philadelphia, i8th June, 1795.
2(1 year of the Republic.

*The Citizen Gene:, Minijhr of the French Republic, to Mr. fi'jferjon, Secretary

Sir,
of Statefor the United States

T HAVE examined the correfpondence which has taken place between you and
my predecelfor, relative to the I'equifition of funds which he has made on the

FeJeral Government, to pay off certain draughts of the adminiftrators of Saint

Domingo, and to procure provifions for that colony. I pay due iclpeft Sir, to

the juftnefs of the obi'ervations which you traniinitted to the Citizen Ter-
nant, on the fubject of this requeft. Forced trom his circumfpcftion, by the prel-

fmg inftances of the adminiftrators of St. Domingo, I conceive that this re-

quifition muft have embarraflld your government infinitely, and under this

view, I feel all the obligations we owe you, for having, as you yourfelf exprefled

it, lei's confulted prudence than friendihip, in yielding to it. You have with

fropiiety remarked. Sir, that the decree which appropriated for the necelfities

r-f the colonics four millions from the debt of the United States to France, not

being yet tranlmitted to the federal government, in the ufual official form,

fhould not have an application fo politive, lb determined as that which the

commiflioners of the adminiitration of Saint Domingo had given it ; and that

it was probable the rainilters of France had had recourfe, in order to fupply the

wants of this colony, to operations of another nature than thole which took
place. In fact. Sir, the draughts for the payment of which the conim ilfioners

of Saint Domingo, prelfed by imperious circumltances, have, in fome degree,

obliged the Citizen Terr.ant to demand funds of you, have neither been autho-

rized by the National Convention, nor by the Executive Council j and I murt
even inibrm you, that I am forbidilen to pay, out of the funds placed at my dif-

pofal, any other than thofe draughts which Ihall have been accepted by the con-

I'ul La Forelt, in virtue of orders from my predecefibr. But, on my arrival

Jlere, I was informed that this conful had received orders from the Minifver

Pknipotentiaiy, to regifter all draughts ifilied by the adminilhation of Saint

Domingo, and to pay them oiitof the new funds which the federal government
liad provilionally granted, on the bafis of the decree of the 26th June, althougji

it was not officially notified. 1 have not thought proper Sir, to Ifop fuddtnly,

the payment of theled.iaughts, in the hope that the mode of reimbiufing your
debt, which you at my requell, have laid before the Prelident of the United
States, would be adopti-d by him, and give me the means, ill to honor the

dr-.'.ughts reentered by my predecefibr, the payment of whicli had been c>rdered

l)y him—adly, to provide at the fame time, tor the urgent r.ecefli lies of France
and her colonies: But having been deceived in iny txpcftation by motives
which are not for me to examine, I find myleif deprived ot the advaritage of con-
ciliating all interelti, arid toiatrained to obey only the eiupire of circumltances,
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which prefcrlbe uic (o fufpciul tho payment of tl-.: colonial diMiights, and to

tinploy tlic t'liiuls dtltimd For their acquittal, to the purchLifc of proviiions for

France and licr colonios. 'I'his ai rangement Sir, nLtrd nut alarm either the
bearers of the regilicrtd draughts, or thole of the other draughts ifliied and not
rcgiltei-ed of (he adminiltration of Saint Domingo and other colo)iies of the

French Rqniblir. 'I'lie nation will certainly fulfil towards them the engage-
neius contraililed by its agents. I know that they have deftined particular

funds for this purpofe. I alio know that the colonies have made contribution*

in kind, to fulfil their obligations, and provide themfelves, for a part of their

wants, and it ii» according to thefe ideas, that I have detcrtermined to have in.'crt-

fd, in the public papers, the inclofed information, the intention of which is to

calm Inquietudes of tlie bearers of the draughts which I cm obliged to let q^fide,

and to encourage the citizens of the United States to continue to carry fuccor to

their brothers the French Republicans of the Antilles, whoic fate depends on
this generous aft ; without which the French colonies will be reducetl l)y fa-

mine to put themfelves under a government whofe commercial principles would
not affuredly be lb advantageous to the United States, as thole which an enlight-

ened policy and unlimited attachment for the American people have led us to

trabrace.
' GENET.

I

'/

-^ I

Citizen Genet Minijler Plempofcn!ia>y of the French Republic, to the Citizens of
the Uniit-ii States.

IxrHEREAS feveral American citizens who have furnlfned proviiions to the

colonies of the French republic in the Welt-Indics, have received bills

lirawn by the adminiftrators of the i-el'peftive colonics on Citizen J.a Foicll, late

Conful General of the Republic in the United States, and lately on myfelf, in

payment for Inch fiipplies. I inform tliem that thefe draughts will certainly

be paid, the National Convention having appropriated large funis for that ob-

jeft. But as I am not yet authorized todifcharge them, I can only in the mean
while, ail vice the holders of fuch bills as have not yet been regifcredby Citizen

La Foreft, to have them recorded in the otiice of Citizen Dupont, Conful of the

French Republic at Philadelphia, in order to afcertain the dates of their pre-

lentation j at the fame tinio I cannot too much encourage the citizens oi the

United States, to continue to aflllt, with unremitting exertions, their republican

brethren of the French Wcll-Inilies, whole exiltence from the liberal principle*

ailoptcd by the National Convention, with regard to the colonies of the French

Republic, mull eflentially contribute to the proiperity of the United States.

The American citizens may rell affured, that the moft efficacious meafurcs have

been taken as well in France as in the colonies, to proteft their property In all

the ports of the Republic, and to enfure to them a prompt payment for their

fupplies in cafh or in merchandize, and at the fame time to lecure to them the

enjoyment of thofe favors which the National Convention has lately granted to

the citizens of the United States, which alTimilate them, in refpefl to commercial

advantages, to the citizens of France.

Philcuielphia, June 17, 1793, zUyear of the French Republic,

Philadelhia, June ijd, 1793.
Mr. Jefferfon, Secretary of Stale, to Citizen Genet, Minijhr Flenipotentiary of

France.

Sir, '

iN anfwer to your letter of the 18th inftant, on the fubjefl of the bills draw^
* by the adminiftration of St. Domingo, in favour of certain citizens of the

United States, I am inJtrufted to inform you, that the funds therein mentioned

have been fo cleaily underftood on all htmUs, to be fpcciuUy appropriatal for the

"
,*
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[layment of the hills, which were rccogni/etl hy the fonr.cr agents of France

Ju'ie, as to be incapable of being diverted, without difappointing the juft expecta-

tions of our citizens, holdtrs of tholt; bills.

Indeed the government Ikis b^en lb much a party in covmtenancing thofe ex-

peclations, as,^ in fuch an event, to lie under an obligation, in point of pro-

priety, to fatisfy the parties themlelves to the extent of the balance, which yet

remains to be advanced.

/ hu've the honor to be, tvith great andfnicere ejieefti^

Sir, your 7noit obedient and
most humble fcrvant,

TH: JEFFERSON.

PHiLADiiLPiiiA, June 23d, 1793.

J^r. yefft-'rfon. Secretary of State, to Citiztu Genet, Minister Plenipotentiary of
France.

Sir,

I
HAVE the honor to infonn you, that in confcquence of the general orders

given by the Preiident, a privateer fitted out by Englifli l'ubjei"^s within the

ft-.ite of Georgia, to cruize againit tlie citizens of France, has been leized by the

Governor of Georgia, and luch legal prolecutions are ordered, as the cafe will

juiiify, I beg you to be alTuretl, that tlie government will ult; the utmoft vigi-

lance, to fee, that tlie laws, which forbid thele enterprizes, are carried into execu-

tion. 1 ha-ve the honor to be, 'with ^reat andfmcere esteem.

Sir, your most obcdiejit and
most humblefcr-uant,

, TH: JEFFERSON.

81 R,

TRANSLATION.
Philadelphia, *January 25 th, 1793.

2d year of the Republic of France.

T LEARN with infinite pleafure, by your letter of the 23d of this month,
*• that the government of Georgia have caufcd to be (topped a veffel anued in

that Itate, tor tlie purpoit: of ciuifing againft the French, and that the perfons

interefted in this veflel will be profecuted.

It is to be wifl^ed. Sir, that the fame watchfulnefs and firmnefs may be em-
ployed in all the Itates of the union ; for you will obierve by the enciofed reports

of the confuls of the republic at Charlelton, at Baltimore, at Philadelphia, and
at New-York, that many tnemy-vellels have been armed there, have entered

armed, remained there, and have gone out from thence armed, in contempt of
our treaties ; whilft in virtue of initructions from the Prefident of the United
States, the French adventurers, who have been able to put themfelves in a Itate

of deience, in the ports of their allies, in order to go out without danger, and
to tuinl otherwifc, according to circumltances, the duties of a citizen againlt

the enemies of the Itate, are pi.rfued with rigour.

Accept, Sir, my esteem and refpeSi,

GENET.
Philadelphta, 25th June, 1793,
2d year of the French Republic.

Extracts from the reports of ihcConfuls and yice-Confids of the French Republic

at Charleston, Batiimnre, Fh'iaddphia and Nexv-York, to Citizen Genet.

Charleston, from the 24th May to 6th June.
•^ A BERMUDIAN veflel has purchafed 4 cannon in this port, to protect her
*^ in returning.—A Dutch veflel which entered this port without guns, ha»
fciled with 14.—Englifli veiFcIs have btai in like manner armed here,

An crrirfor June,

I
'
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Baltimore, aift June,

AN Englifh vefll-1 calle^l the Trulty, Cuptain Hale, has been publlily nr/ncv^

is a privateer in this port, byMr. *}Iiihind of this city. Tlie Vice-Con-.
fill has compLiaeJ oi it to the (.j*vtrmT and Attorney-Gcntral ci" the {t?.tc of
Maryl.uid.

FjirLADELrniA, iift June, 1793.
A BERMUDIAN veHli belonging to the iuhjuas of the King of England,

mounting 12 cannon, purchafed in this city, liiiled on the 2d inic Tlicre had
failed fome days bffc^re, an E^nglilh ai-med vclill of 4 guns. The conlul had
not been informed cf them before the date of this report.

New-Yorx, 1 8th June, 179J.
THE Swallow, nn Englifh letter of niarcjue, comminded by Capt. Sion,

armed with 8 cannon and 20 men at leall, arid appe:u-ing to be about i 50 tens
burthen, lirrs a:nchored ib long in this port, as to exclude the idea of her havins'-

entered in diilreCs, though the 17th article of tiie treaty of commerce betweta
France and America, fornv.'.lly excludes- from the ports l f both, the enemy vefiels

who lliall iiaveirrade prizes, and every EngUfl> privateer v.-hich enters, is autho-
rized by the Englilii government to take, burn anddeitroy our vcflels.

It has always remained a queiiion, whether an armed velTel of that nation orj

entering, has executed thofe orders or not. Tiie coni'ul Hauterive has trnnf-
mitted thofe obiervations to the Governor of the Itate of New-York, giving,
him to imderftaiid, that every velftl armed for war, and belonging to our ene-
mies, being fubjeft to the exclufion coritaincd in our Conventional laws, fhould
be obliged to go out of the port of New-York.

Other reports- have come to the knowledge of Citizen Genet, by indirect chan-
nels, that feveral other armaments have been made by the enemies of the Repub-
lic in American ports, and that thofe veflels liave taken on board, without op-
pofition, a great number of tories, citizens of the United States, while fome gocd
whigs, friends of France, who have taken pan in her caufe on board her veriels,

have been arrefted and thrown into prifon,' wiience the Citizen Genet ha's not vet
been able to liberate them without lecuriiy.

Certified conformable to the reports which bave been made to me the Minif-
>cr Plenipotentiaiy of the Republic of Francs

Philadelphia, June 30th, 1793.
Mr. yilfci-fofT, Seo'etary of State, to Citiztn Cinc-i, MirdsUr Plcjdjotefttuuy (f

France.

.Sir, .

I
HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of yean* favour of the 2 5thinftantj on
the iubjeft of veflils belonging to the enemies of Fraiice, which have procurcvi

arms within our ports, for their defence. Thofe from Charlelton and Phila-

de.'phia have gone off before it was knov>'n to the government, and the formei-»

indeed in the firft momenta of the war, ar;d before prevent ive mealures could

be taken in fo diitatit a port. The day after H4y receipt of your letter, the com-
munications now enclofed from the Governor of Maryland came to hand, and
prevented our interference on the liibitft of the Truily, Capt. Hale, a vefiei

loaded with flour and lumber, and bound to Barbadofis. You will perceive by
tlie papers t!\at the Governor of Maryland had got information t]\at flie w ?.s buy-
ing guns, and had given orders for the examination ol the taft, but that /lie

got off before the officer could get on board, having cleared out three or four days

tefore. It appears that lite was of 300 tons Innthen, and hati mounted 4 InialJ

!',ans. The cafe of the Swallow is dilferent from any thing whirU lias yet btvu

jprefented to the Pielident, which Ihali be I'ubmitted to him on his return, and-

tiO doubt will meet hi» earlielt attention and decidon.

I ka-ve th". f.rnor to le, &i\
* Sut^pofed Ireland, , THv jiii FEKSuN,
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' ixiraSl ofa letterfrom the Go-uernor of MaryUrnd, to the Secretary at Wctf,
"Maryland, Annapolis, June az, 1793.
" IN COUNCIL.

"Sir,
<* nr^HE inclofed copies of a letter written \iy tills board to the colleflor of the

A cuftoms at the port of Baltimore, and of the anfwer theieto which we have
juft received from his deputy, will I'ufficiently explain the firft caie which ha»

feemed to call for our interference fmce the receipt of your communications re-

fpc(5ling the fitting out of fi^;hring vefl'els v/lthin our jurlfdiftion.

*' You will fee, Sir, tiiat moll probably, through a ftep not contemplated by
lis, that of the officers applying to Mr. Ireland himlelf for the information we
dcfired, the fliip has got out of our reach. We can therefore only endeavour to

be better prepared for future occurrences of this kind, whi 'b we are told may
be expei5led at the fame place."

(Copy) IN COUNCIL, loth June, 1793.
S I R,

A REPORT has reached this board, that a Britifti fhip, configned to Mr.
•'^ Ireland, is preparing for fea in tne port of Baltimore, and is to mount i a
pieces of ordnance, which ftie did not bring into the country, and which as it

appears to us cannot be cai-ried from hence to any of the ports of any of the Eu-
ropean powers at war, without a deviation from the neutrality profelTed by the

United States, even fuppofnig that no ufe is intended to be made of them by th«

Way ; but as thofe guns are not taken as an article of merchandlfe, but are ac-

acording to our information mounted profeffedly for the defence of the vefTel, w«
can by no means be certain that they are not alfo defigned for otf^ifive meafures

j

on which fuppofitlon it would becotne our duty to interfere eire(5tually> fo as to

prevent the departure of the fliip, yntil the Prefident could be made acquainted

with the circumftances. Our information is at prefent too vague to form a fuf-

ficicnt ground for an immediate interference. We therefore make it our rc-

<jueft, that you would immediately on the receipt of this letter, collefl all tht

lacls you can, with regard to the arming, loading, manning and deftination of
this veflTel; and without lofs of timt, tranfmit to this board the refult of your
enquiries, in order that we may then determine whether this comes within the

dvlcription of cafes in which we are inltrufted by the executive power of tht

United States to interfere.

We are Sec.

(Signed) THOMAS S. LEE.
5o the Colleger ofthe Customs at the port of Baltimore.

Baltimore, June ai, 1793.
His Excellency T'homas S. Lee, Efquire.

'T'HE colle^or of the cufloms being abfent in the country for the benefit of his

health, I have the honor of receiving yourexcellency's communications refpeft-

mg a Britifli (hip faid to be preparing for ica, in an offenfive fituation, incon-

fiflent with the tenor of the Prefident's proclamation, and the neutrality of the

United States.

I prefume that the fhip Trafty, John A. Hale, mafter, is the vefTel alluded

to
J fhe arrivetl at this port from Barbadocs, on the firft day of Maixh, and

cleared for the fame ifland, on tlie feventeenth of the prefent month, her cargo
confilting of flour and lumber.

Mr. Ireland informed me that (he mounts four fmallguns, that her crew con-
lifled of twenty men when flie arrived, and that flic had not more than feventee*

•n board when (h; cl^aredt She is upwai'dv of tluee hundred tony burth^*
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Vague report, however, differing from the preceding account, I determined

to go on board the fliip for the puipol'e of obtaining accurate information, but

was prevented by her getting under way and proceeding down the river, on her

intended voyage.
/ have the honor to layour Excellencys

'very hmnblefcrt'aiitt

(Signed,) D. DELOSIER, Deputy-Colleaor*
'

His Excellency Thomas S. Lee, Efq- Governor of Maryland,

Philadelphia, June 15, 1793.
Mr. Jefferfon, Secretary ofState, to the Minuter Plenipctentiaryfrom the Republic

of France, to the United States.

S I R,

TN theabfence of the Prefidcnt of the United States, I have confulted with tho
**• Secretaries of the Treaairy and War, on the fubjeft of the ftiip William, and
generally of vefle'.s luj^gellcd to betaken within the limits of the protcflion of
the United States, by the armed veffels of your nation, concerning wliich I had
the honor of a ccnvfrlation with you yellerday, and we are lb well adured of the

Preiident's way of thinking in thcle cafes, that we undertake to fay, it will be

more agreeabit; lo him, that Inch veffels (hould be cletained under the orders of
yourfflf, or of the conluls ot France in the feveral ports, until the government
of the United States ihall be able to enquire into, ami decide on the faft. If this

airangeincnt fho'uld be agreeable to you, and you will be pleafed to give the pro-
per orders to the feveral conluls of your nation, the governors of the feveral

dates will be immediately inlhu6ted to defirc the conful of the port, to detain

veffels on whole behalf fuch luggcRions fliall bejnaiie, until the government fliall

decide on their cafe. It may fometimes, perhaps, happen, that fucli veifels are

brought into ports where there is no conful of your nation refident, nor within

any convenient diftance. In that cafe, the governors would have to proce«^ t*

liie aft of detention themfelves, at leall until a conful may be called in.

/ have the hotior to be, -ziith much refpeSl, Sir,

Tour most obedient, and moit hufnblefervnnf,

(Signed) TH: JEFFERSON.

TRANSLATION. . •

Philadelphia, 46th June, 1793,
2d jcar of the French Republic.

The Citizen Genet Minijfer Pknifcientiary of the Republic of France, to Mr. jfef'

ferfon Secretary of State ofthe United States,

Si r,

'T'HE letter which you have done me the honor to write fmce the departure
*• of the Prefident of the United States, contains difpofitlons worthy of your
wifdom, and of the fentiments which charafterife you. The arrangement which
you propofe. Sir, fuits us in eveiy refpcft : I iliall communicate them to the

confuls and vice-confuls of the Republic, and in recommending them to conform
to them, I (hall add to the inftructions already given on the fubje(?l of prizes, new
regulations, the rigid execution of which will prove to the federal government,

that we regard it as the firft of our duties to rcfpeft all the rights of fovereignty

of the United States ; to undertake nothing that may be difagreeable to them,

and to unite all our efforts to jierpetuate and to cement more and mora the con-

cflions virhich fy happily unite our two ilepublics.

GENET.

'f
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Philadelphia, June 29th, 1791.

J\^r. jf^ifft^'fofi} Secretary of State, to the Minijicr PU/iilotnutidrj of France.

Sir,

THE pcrfons who reclaimed the fliip WilUam as taken wltliln {\\<i limits of

tl\i; protcftion oF tbc United Slntcs, having thoiii.',ht proper to carry their

.chiim firlt into tiie courts of admiralty, there was no power in this country

which could take the ve/l'el out ot' the cuftody of that court, till it Hiould dtcjH*

jtlcU" wlu'lhi'r it had jurildi^'rion or not of the caule; having now decided that it

has not jurildliition, the lame complaint is lodged witli tlio executive.

I have the honor to enclole you the teltirnony wher'^un the compHint is found-

ed. Should this fatisfy you thai it is ju!):, you will he lb good as to give orders

to the conlvil of France at this port, to take the veflel into his c\iliody and de-

liver her to the owners. Should it be over-weighed in your judgment, by any

contradi5lory evidence, which you Jiavc, or may accpiire, I will afk the tavor

of a communication of that evidence, and that the conlul retain the velfel in hi«

cuftody until the executive of the United States confidcr and decide finally on the

lubjcft.

J kwve the houcr to be r.vith fnucb rrf/cJ?,

Sir, j!Our fncst ohfiiieiit and
most humble frvajitf

Til: JEFFERSON.

B
Mar^Javd, Saint Marfs Coun/y, f.

ENEDICT WIIEATLEY, of Saint Mary's regularly admitted and quali-

fiect as a branch pilot for the Chei'apeake-Bay, and Potowmac river, being

<luly Iworn, dejioltth and fayeth, tliat on Friday the third day of May hiil patt,

being on the look-out for inward bound veflels, fell in with the fliip William,

Jaines Leggat, mafter, from Germany, bound to Potowmac, about nine miles

to the ealhvard of Cape Henry, he iminediately took charge 01 the Aiip as pilot^

and after being on boaid for one hour, and running into the mouth of tlie bay,

with a leading windj a iinali Ichooner hove in fight, coming out from the capes,

Jhe run up along lide, fired one gun, and hailed the ihip j capt. Leggat hoilled

his Englifti enfign, on which he was ordered Irom the I'choone;- to Itrike j the

colours after lijme time was hauled down, and a boat from the Ichooner with ?

lieutenant and fix or l^ven men, came on board and took polfeffion of the fliip,

as a prize to the fchooner Cincinnatus ; a prize mader was ordered on board,

and all the hands of the, fliip were put on boai'dthe ijchooneji-, except the carpci).

ter and two or three hands.

After the capture, an enquiry was made of the deponent what courfe would
clear the middle ground. The neceffary information was given, and he the dt-

ponent, after being offered a confiderable reward to carry the fhip to Philadelphia,

declined it, and was put on board a pilot boat that came alungfide at the time.

The deponent further fayeth, tliat he underlto.od from the captors, that the

fchooner was from Charlefton, South-Carolina, and commifTioned at that place

by the French Ambaflfador, lately arrived from France ; that the captain, whom
the deponent did not fee, was laid to be a Frenchman, but all the men that board-

ed the fliip appeared to be Americans or Englifli. Slie mounted four guns ant!

carried about fifty men, he further I'ayeth, ihat at the time tiie fliip was boarded,

the diftance from the fhip to the light-hpuli; on Cape Henry, did not exceexi five

miles at the utmoft. The deponent enquired what diliancc from the land they

were authorized to take prizes, he was anlwered not lefs than nine miles, on

which he replied that the Ihip at the time of capture was not half that diitanci.

from the light-noufe, on Cape Henry. his

BENEDICT X WHEATLEV.
mark.

I'S
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Sworn before me the ftibft rlher one of the jufliccs of the peace for the county

srid llale aforefaici, this eighiaiuhuay of M;iy, cne thoufand fcven hundred and
jiinety-thite.

M. JONES.
^tate of Marylavdt Sa'wt Mary's Cou.ttY, to ni'it

:

Thefe are to certify that Mordecai Jones, Elijuire, before whom the within

tlepolition was made, and who in witnels thereto ;'ppears to have fubfcribed his

name, was at the taking and lublcribing the liime, and now is one of the jultices

of the peace of tlie itate, and for the county aforclaid, thereunto duly authorifed,

commidloned and fvvorn,and that to all certificates of probates before him made,
and by him figned, due faith and credit, is and ought to be given, as well in

juftice court as thereout.

In teitimony wheieof I have hereunto fet my hand and affixed the public feal

,of office for Saint Mary's county court, this twentieth day of May, annoquc
Domini, oae thoufand fevea hundred and uinety»three.

TIMOTHY BOWES, Chrk of
i)ui//t Marys County Court,

BY this public Inftrument of protell be it m.ade known and manlfefl: imto
all who Ihall fee thefe prelents, or hear the fame read, that on the eighteenth

day of May in the year of our Lord, one thoufand fevtn himdred and ninety-

three, before me, Asfheton Humpl\reys, notary and tabellion public, in and for

the commonwealth of Pennlylvanla, by lawiul autliority duly admitted and
i'worn, dwelling in the city of Philadelphia, in the faid commonwealth, per-

I'jiially appeared James J-eyget, late malfer of the fliip William, now in this

port of Philadelphia, lohu Whit.efide, late chief mate of the faid fhip, James
Kamley, I'econd mate, and James Manlbn, boatfwain, belonging to the faid fhip,

and being feverally Iworn on the Holy Evangcliils of Almighty God, did refpec-

tively depofe, teftify, declare, and fay in manner following, that is to fay, that

on or about the fixleenth day of February laft, they failed in and with the faid

(hip from Bremen, upon the river Wefer, with the wind at north-eaft, bound
on a voyage to Maryland, in North-America, and on the twenty fecond day of
the fame month, came to an anchor at Stramnefs, in theQrcanes,withacontraiy

wind, that on the twenty Ic'venth day of March lalt, they failed from Stranmefs

aforefaid, with the wind at jc)\ith-f;ift, and on the twenty-firft day of April
ial}, the wind blowing very hard fplit the forefail, which obliged them to lay

the fliip too with the reefed main-fail, the wind being at welt and by fouth,

that on the twenty ninth day of April aforefaid, being then in tlie latitude

thirty-fix degrees thirty-fix minutes north, a heavy gale of wind blowing from
the Ibuth-eail, fplit the main-top-lhil, and on the third day of May inftant,

;',t two o'clock, P. M. they got a pilot on board, and at four o'clack, P. M,
of the fame day, the faid fhip being then about two miles off the light-houle

at Cape Henry, in five fatliom water, and as near the fhore as the pilot on board

judged it proper to go, the pi ivateer fcliooner Genet, commanded by Peter

Joanna, from Charlelton, fired one gun at the faid fiiip V/illiam, and defired

ihem to hawl down their colours and heave the Hiip's head to the ealtward, the

fiid light-'ioufc then bearing welt north-welt ; that the commander of the faid

privateer then took out of the faid Hiip, the laid mailer, chief mate, lecondmate,

boatfwain, four of the feanaen belonging to the laid fliip, and one pafleoger, all

of whom were put on board the laid privateer, and a prize mafter and feven peo-

ple were put on board the faid fliip, and the laid fliip lent up to this port ot Phi-

ladelphia, where fhe now lays, and thele appcarers, with the faid privateer, ar-

rived at this port of Philadelphia, the fourteenth day of May inftant, at about

four o'clock in the morning, fince which they have l)een let one by one, alter-

iiately on fliore, until this day, when all of them being on fliore, they took the

' ' >•
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opportunity, it being the firft they have had, of protcfting againft the capttir*

ot" the laid Ihip William. Whereiore the faid James Legget, John Whitefide,

James Ramley, and James Manlbn, for themlelves, their owners, freighters,

merchants, marinert, and all others interelted or concerned in the laid (hip, ov

her cargo, have protelted, and by thefe prelents do folemnly proteft againft the

capture of the faid fhip William, by the faid privateer fchooncr Genet, and
againlt all lofles, colts, charges, damages, breaches of bills of lading, contra(n;s,

covenants, and agreements whatfoever, already fuffered, fuftained, or occafioned,

or which fhall or may hereafter be fuffered, fuftained or occafioned, by reafon or

means of the premill's and againlt all incidents and confequence thereof, and
pcrfiiling in the laid proteft, they the faid mafter and other appearers have fet

their hAnds hereimto, the day and year firft within written. Thus done and
prutelled at Philadelphia atbrefaidj the day and year aforefaid.

JAMES LEGGET,
JOHN WHITESIDE,
JAMES RAMSAY,

e JAMES MANSON.
S^uod attejlof mam etjigillo rof^atm.

ASSHETON HUMPHREYS, Notarius Publicus, 1793.

If the within named notary, do hereby certify and attdt unto all whom it doih

or may concern, that the foregoing writing doth contain a juft and tnie copy

of an original proteft taken and made before me the faid notary, and remaining

of record in my notarial otfice, in the city of Philadelphia, and that I have care-

fully compared the faid copy with its original, fo remaining of recsrd in my faid

office, and find it exactly to agree therewith.

In teltimony whereof, I have hereunto fet my hand and affixed my feal of
office of notary, at Philadelphia aforefaid, this twenty-third day of Muy, in

the yeai' of our Lord, one thoufand feven hundred and ninety three.

ASSHETONHUMPHREYS, NoUrlui Publicus 1793.
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Philadelphia, June 29th, 179J. '

Ji/Ir. 'Jefferfon Secretary of^tate, to the Minister Plenipotejitiary of France,

Sir,
A COMPLAINT is lodged with the executive of the United States, tliat the
"^^ Sans Culottes, an armed privateer of France, did, on the 8th of May laft,

capture the Britilh brigantine Fanny, within the limits of the proteftion of the

United States, and fent the faid brig as a prize into tlus port, where fhe is now

I have the honor to inclofe you the teftimony whereon the complaint is found-

ed. Should this fatisfy you that it is juft, you will be fo good as to give or-

ders to the co»ful of France at this port, to take the vcflel into his cuftody, and
deliver her to the owners. Should it be overweighed in your judgment, by any
contradiftory evidence which you have, or may acquire, I will aHc the favor of
a communication of that evidence, and that the conlul retain the veftcl in his cul-

tody, until the executive of the United States fhall confider and decide finally oft

the fubje^.

I have the honor to be with much refpefV,

Sir,

'

;
' Your moft obedient and moft humble fervant,

...... TH: JEFFERSON,

*^-»- fw
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Virginia, to 'ivif,

npO all p'-ilons whom it may concern, I, John Nlvlfon, notary puhllc for tli«
-*- diftri5\ of Norlolk, by lawful authority duly admitted ami qualifie I, do

hereby certify and nv.ike known, that Captain Michael Pylc, late mafter of the
briy Fanny, David Mac Ir.toih mate, and John Mac Cattie, one of the failors

pf-Tlbnally appeared before me, and being duly fworn on the Holy Evanfelilts of
Almighty Goil, depoled and laid, thatthev failed from Lucia in the Illand of Ja-
maica, on the fourteenth day of April lait, having on board a cargo of rum and
fugar, and bound on a voyage to Baltimore, (he being in good order for the
voyage j that on thcleventh day of May, at lo P. M. being off the mouth of
thcCheliipeake bay, Cr.pe-Henry, bearing, by computation, N. W. by W. dif.
tant aliout feven leagues, they were hailed by a fchooncr, and wei'e informed that
there was a pilot on board for the Chefapeake—rhey anfwered that tliey fliould
not Itay for a pilot till the morning—-that the wind being at N. E. they (leered

N. N. \V. failing at the rate of four miles per hour, until half part: four A. M.
on the eighth, when being in eight fathom of water, Cape-Henry bearincf N. W,
by W. or N. W. diftant as above, by computation, four or five miles, they
were captured by the boat aforcfaid, which to their great furprize, proved to be
a French privateer, called the Sans Cullottes, I. B. A. Ferry, commandci-,
inountin^j four guns and two fwivels, manned with 45 men—that they were de-
prived of the veflel and cargo aforefaid, and were detained on board the privateer
until the eleventh of the fame month, when they were let on Hiore in Lynn Ha-
ren Bay, in the ftatc aforefaid, and that on the iiime day they arrived at i«Iorfolk.

(Signed) Michael Pile, master ; Da^jid Mac li.tojby mate
j

"John Mac Catfie, feaman.
Wherefore, I the faid Notary Public, at therequcftof the faid deponents, did

and do now hereby folemnly protelt againft the privateer and her crew, i'or nil

the lolfes, cofts, charges, damages antl expences, fuffercd or to be fuffered by any
perfon oi- perfons whomfoevei* intei'efted or concerned in the faid brig or her car-

go, or any part thereof, on her voyage aforefaid, by reafon of the capture by th«

privateer aforelaid.

In teftimony whereof, I have hereto fet my hand, and caufed to be affixed th»
fcal ofmy office, this 18 th day of May, 1793.

(Seal) JOHN NIVISON, Not. Pub.
Britijh ConfuVs office, State of Virginia. >

THESE are to certify, that John Nivifon Efi]. before whom the foregoing

proteft was made, is Notary Public for the diftrifit of Norfolk, in the Itate afore-

iaid,and that full faith and credit is juftly due to fuch his atteftation.

Given under my hand and feal of office at Norfolk, this 14th of May, 1793,
(Seal) JOHN HAMILTON, Conful.

CityofPhilaJelphiayJf.

V4"ICHAEL PILES, mafter of the brigantine Fanny, of Londoit, being duly
^'- fworn on the Holy Evangelifts of Almighty God, depoieth and fayeth :

That he failed from Lucia, in the ifland of Jamaica, on the fourteenth day of
April laft, bound to Baltimore, in Maryland, having a cargo of rum and fugar
on board, the laid brigantine being then in good condition ; that on the 7th of
May, at 10 o'clock, P. M. he, this deponant, being then in the laid brigantine,

off the mouth of the Chefapeake-Bay, Cape Heniy then bearing, by computation,

N. VV. by W. dillant about feven leagues, he was hailed by a Ichooner and
informed theie was a pilot for the Chefapeake on board, to whici) tliis deponent

anfwered that he fliould not ftay for a pilot till the morning ; that this deponent

hailed the fchooner, and aiked how Cape Henry bore, and what diitance ? and

V^rjis aofwcrcd from the fchoonu> that Cape Henry bore N, W. aiul by W,

1
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nventy miles diftant. That the wind being at N. E, this' deponrnt ftwrciJ

N. N. W. going at the rate of about tour milts an Iionr, until half pa(t four

o'clock, or thereabouts, A. M. oiT the 8lh of May, when being in light tatlioni

water, Cape Henry, at that time, Ixraring N. W. by VV. or N. W. didant

about four or five miles, the faid brigantinc Fanny was captured by the lalU

fchooner, which, to the great furprize of this depontnt, provnd to be a private »jv

having on board a conuiiillion laid to have been granted by the French coniul at

Charlefton, in South-Carolina ; the laid privatetr, called tlie Sans Culottes, was

commanded by J. B. A. Terry, mounfd four guns and two fwivels, anil man-
red with 41; men ; that this deponent, the officers and crew of the laid brigantinc

were all put on ihore, on the i ith of May, inLynn-Haven Bay, in Virginia ^ that

the faid brigantine was lent to Philadelphia, whither this ilej)onent came to

claim the vefl'el and cargo j but the officers and crew of the faid brigantine being

dertitute of friends and n;oney, engaged themlllves on board other vellels in

Virginia, for thepurpofeof fupportuig themfelves, and bfing thus (iifperli'd, and;

leparated from the faid brigantinc, l)e, this deponent is tliereby de})riveil cf tiuir

tcltimony, which he could have obtained, if tluy'had been fent into the port o^'

Philadelphia,with the laid brigantine ; and further this deponent laith not.

Taken and fwom, at the city of Philadelphia, this a+th day of June, i79'jy

before me,

JOHN BARCLAY, AUermatu
•

^ (Copy) MICHAEL PILE.

^i

W'

VA

TRANSLATION.
PmLAnELPiUA, July ?th, 1793.-

The id year of the French Republic.

The Minister of the French Rrpuhlic, ivith the United States, to Mr. JeJlfeijln,

Sccretan of State of the United Slutcs»
, ..

Sir,
'I'^HE French amied vedel le Fcinqueiir de la Bajlille, of American conftrufHon.
•* and heretofore bearing the name of Ileftor, has liiilcd from Charlelten,

furniflied with a French commilllon, and her old American regifter, which tl>c

commander, Hervieux, lent to the cultom-houfe, after having cleared the bui-

of that port.

This conduft, condemnable only for its timidity, has led the cuft«m-houff.

of Charlefton, to require the government of South-Carolina, to caule him to be

arrefted ; and in confequence le Vainqueur de la Bastille, has been fcized at Wil-
jnington, together with a prize which flie took, in there. I'he laws of the United
States inflift no punifliment in the prelent cafe, only where there has been an
intention of avoiding the duties impoled by the United States, and, as it is proved
by the war-commifhon and by the inftru<^ions in captain Hervieux's pofleffion,

that he went out of the port of Charlellon only to refift, as much as pofllble,

the unjuft tttacks of our enemies ; a duty which all the treaties authorifc

him to fulfil, and which no law of the United States, and confequently no order

of the executive of thefe ftates, can forbid him to fulfil. I recjueft you, Sir, to

dcfue of the federal government the liberation of captain Hervieux, and of hi;*

crew of the Vainqueur de la Baftille, heretofore the Htftor, and of her prize,

Jiow detained in the port yf Wilmington, North- Caiolina,

GENE T,

I •I
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PlIIT.ADF.I.PIIIA, 9.'/' y./Zv, 1793.
2d yi'ur of the I'reiich RtpuhHc,

^/je Citizen Cvn't, Mhiijltr Pitnipacuticiry of the French Ji./>ul;.'i:, to Mr. J'Jl'f-'i,

iiicretary uf Stute,

RlR,

YOU required of mc, details relative to the Brip;antinc la Petite Demncrat^ hcrcto-

l'(,rc la 7V.';.'.' S,:r.:/j, at prcl'eiit :;rmed, and read/ t(» pro out of the Delaware.

Tliey are as fdlluw :

—
'i'liis vcllci, Sir, of I'.nj^lilh prcptrty, armed by our tue-

niit.'n with four cannon, and other arms, was taken by the Kmhuf.-ade frlpate, be-

lontrinf^- to the Ri puhlie of i'rancc, and Tent into I'iiihidelphia. Her cunlhT.dirn

hc'u\g elijrant and folid, her bottom eoppered, and a fwift failer, her marts and

rio^ginj^ being in a j>o</d eondition, I iiave th'iuj!;ht on the report of tlie captain of

the llmuiifcade, and other enli]t;htened mariners, that the acquifition of this velfel

would be ad vantaprous fo the mai Ine of the Republic ; and this confideration, joined

to the duflre I hail of fmdinp; employment for a preat number of I'rcnch marines,

who were here expoled to the danj.';ers which often attend idlenefi, and to niilery,

determined me to take her on account of the ftate.

I have had her repaired. I have r onijdeated her armament, witli cannon v. hieh

I found on board of four l-Yeneh veflels, and given the command of her to Citizen

Amiot, eniign of the RepubUe, and when ready, 1 (liall dilpatch her witli a co»n-

miflion of the Executive Council, and with my particular inltrui^lioui. 1 fln)uld

confine myfelf, Sir, to reprefi nt to yon thefe farts, which require no difcullion on
my part, and which cannot create any dijliculty on that of your government. When
treaties fpeak, the agents of nations liavo but to obey. Accept, Sir, my cfleem

ajid refjpcd.

6 E N E T.

NET,

PuiLADEfcPHIA, 9th July, 1793.

2d year of the I'rench Republic.

The Citizen Gen.'t, Minijler Plenipotentiary of the French Republio^ to Mr. J'Jferfoii^

Secretary of State of the United States.

Sir,

THE Conful of the French Republic, in this ftate, four days ago rcqucftcd the

Governor of Pennfylvania to order out of the port of Philadelphia, the Jane,

an Englifli privateer, armed with fixtcen cannon, whieh veflcl came in the 4th of

this month, without any appearance of diftrefs.

The Governor replied to him, that he coidd not take any meafures, in this re-

fpedt, during the abfence of the Prefident of the United States. Although this reply,

f?ir, is accompanied with very obliging and amicable exprcflions, I think it my du-

ty to obl'erve, that according to the tenor of the XXIId article of our treaty of

amity and commerce, it is not neceflary to await the decifion of the Prefident, to

caufe this privateer to depart, not having come in here in diftrefs, and having had
time to take in more provifions than is necefiary to go to the neareft port of the

power under which fhc holds her commiflion, and according to different report*

which I have juft received, is augmenting her armament.
The treaties being confidered by the American people as the moft facred laws,

the local governments of the United States are bound to acknowledge them, and
all the magiftrates obliged to execute them without delay. I therefore requeft you.

Sir, to prefent thefe confiderations to the Governor of Pennfylvania, and induce
him to fulfil, againft the privateer Jaae, the duties which our treaties impofc on
kitn.

GENET,
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J/,-, ''f'yrfnn, XurilJn *J •^••li*, to ^Ir. Cmu't, Aimijlcr rtfiiip'itcrili.try ij' ^i-runt*.

S 1 R,

TH]'. Pn-fld' 111 f.f tlic IJiiitcJ States, cUr.rous of Iiavinjr (l(,n(. \\\\\\. (Iiall lie ftilt^-

ly roiifarniiilM" to tlu- treUicH i»f flu- I iiiiffd States and liiws, rrlpi^l it'jr tho

Lvcral ixprcl'tntatiom rrccivcil tVoin youiiilf and ihc miniftir plcnipot'.iitiary ol

Gitat-jlrltiiiii, oil the fiilijcct of vclVJs arininp ot arrivin^r witliin our poris, and

of pri^Ci, h.;r. dctcriniiuvl to refer tlie (iiietlioiis iirifin;' thereon, to peri'on''. learned

in the hivvs. As this reference \vill occaljon fome dchiy, he will expc.'^t from both

parties, th.ut in the mean time the l-ittlc Sarah, or l.ittlc Dmiorrat, thelliips Jinc

;iiid William, in tlie DJaware, the Citoyen (Jenetand her two prizcn, the l.nvciy

I.ai'i and r-rinee William Henry, and the hrip; Fanny, in the Chefapeake, do nit.

depart rntil his idtim^ite determination fliall he made known. You may heallurul.

Sir, that the delay will he a-i Iliort as podihlc, and the objctSl of it being to obtain

the heft advice juiilihle on the ferfc of the laws and treaties refpeiSling the feveral

tttlts, 1 am pcriuaded you will think the delay well compenl'atcd.

I have the honor to be,

With ientimcnts of the mofl perfcdl cftccm and rcfpcA,

Sir,

Your moft obedient, and

moft humble i'ervant,

Tn: JEFFERSON.

PlULADELPniA, ()th "July, T 797.

ad year of the Republic.

71.-: Citizen Genet, Minifir frpfnih French RepMic tn ihc UnUed Stales, to Mr. Jef-

Jerfun, Si:erAi'.ry of Statu of the United Stutei.

Sir,

IHAVK already frequently had the honor of convcrfintr with you on the revolting

treatment, whicli ilie Lngliih veflelr, of war ufe on the hij^h fcas towards Ameri-

can vclVcls. I have informed you of the fevere vifits to which they fidijetl: them, and

r.f the fth'.ure3thcy make on board of them, and under the piotecflion of the flag of

the United States, of the perfons and property of the French citizens.

'1 he reports of all the navigators atteft the truth of thefe fadls, and the complaints

enclofed, prel'cnt new proofs. 1 rcquefl you. Sir, to communicate them to th.e

I'refident of the United States, and to be fo obliging as to inform mc of the meafures

he has taken, or thofe he propofcs to take, to caufe our enemies to refpeft the flag of

the United States as much as we ourlelvcs do, and to have delivered to our fellovr

citizens the property of v'hieh they have unjuftlybeen deprived.

I mufl obferve to you. Sir, that as the Englifh will probably continue to carry off

vith impunity our citizens, and their property, on board of American veifels,

without embarraillni; thenifelvcs with the philofophical principles proclaimed by the

Prei'ident of the United States, the engagL'ments we have contradted with you,

placing us in the moft difadvantageous poiition, with refpccit to our enemies, in de-

priving us of the privilege of ufmg at every point, with regard to them, the right

of reprilals, it is as nccelTary for your as for our intcrcft, that we Ihould agree

quickly to take other meafures. I exped immediately. Sir, a pofitive anlwer frcni

the federal government, on this fubjee't ; and I hope, that it will comport with the

dignity and jufticc of the American people, who ought not to require, if they arc

not at prefent in a fituation to compel the Englifh to juflice, whom they have for-

merly conquered, that we flioukl expofe ourfelves and them longer, by u mifplaced

<:omplaii1mce,to the inlults of that nation, towards whom generous proceedings o;e-

pcrally lead ojily to ntw outrages. GENE T.

Til
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7*^ i/rj', /i* t'Jth "Junfy I79J» 2/ y.ir nf tb<' Fr.-uh Pf^'itl! <, /'/// 12 (/'(/'v.^,

//y?i •«(/"»,

I>i;i()UI': u% John Papllft ],emaire. C.'lr.mcc llor of tlic CoriCJ.-t.; ..f tlu- laid

y Kfj'iililic, cfl.il)lifhi(l iir riilul.lpliiii, in the lit'c ff IVniirylvi't.!:!, (>?\i.' ».[ tbe

United Statis «'f AniLrica, tlic utu'.j; (i,';inj, and i^i (''c jit-.Taicc of llu- v.'t;'.ciV.'«

Iitrc.iftcr nuiiu'd, appeared llic citi/.cn .Si! vat Du Camp, ih U JUiflU C.'iti.a;u.; ili?.

partinciit of , for the purpoU; of SwiNcaiid Diclakimm,
'That htivinjr i!cpartcil from thj ili:r.u! of M. Lujii.', cr. th.' yt!i of ^^•.y, IT^.m '• »

]' i!fi.n;!;ir on hoard liio Anu-rii-aii hriirmtlnc CoUimhi;!, c n.iain V Iiu (Jntii, r
l"

(his ciiy of l'hihdi'!j>hia, for thii ]Hjrt, "an J'.nj'Jilh ]nivat:;T, "tlic I,:.y[atui:;c ian"y,

captain IMoomfiiury, of St. Vine, iit, mp'.iircd the faid hrinAtitliic Cnlioj.Lii:, v/uhr.v.t

any rL'(j;ar<l to her fiaj';, on tiie i_",th of th.e f.iid nvj'.th of May Idt, and (onJiv^cd

htr tiito the port of IJaffeterre, Saint Ch:-iflo),herv, where he arriv.d t'u- 1 \:v.c i\:.y,

and v/lure h; fouud Uxor fcvtn other Auuiicaii vjlTcIs, whitli had uUo hvi-u car-

ried iu there hy foiec.

'l"}i:it the mercJiandizei that he had on board tlu' faid hrlgartinc CuUiml-h^ ccn-

fifted of .? barrels uf raw I'lijrar, 7 bales of cotton, f! caiks ar.fl S V^'^o^ of coiTre, J t

pieees of handkerehief of Beam, and i-liont 4iOO livvi cerre'icy of thj ill.'.mis of

i'"reneh and Spanin» coins, tlie whole amomiting to ii(pt)\. l«l'. (> ileiiiei i, r..c:;e/

of the iflands, as appears by an invoice, dated t!i'' , of the appe;uir, and

a bill of lading, of the faniemcnlh of M:iy, fi^nied John Green, junior, f;.':iAlhi?e(l

to us by the appearer, and whieh, at his requell, fliall he annexed to ihefe prefcut",

after havuig been certified by him to be authenlie, and by us compared \viii» the

or:;;inal.

That the above fiigar, cotton nnd cofTee, was fliippcd partly on accourt and rlllc

of citizen John Mercic', of P.ordeaio:, owner of the Ihij) Titus of Bordeaux, and

partly on account and rifk of Amdry other pe.for.s interellcd.

That the intention of the appearer had been, to illl'p<'fe' of the Hud lu;T.-.r, cotton

and coffe-", on acccuit of the above mentioned John Mercic, ana of all ti\(4e con-

cerned in it, on his arrival at Mi'l ulelphia.

That on his arrival at Saint Chrillophers, ;-ll the mrrchandiie already mentloiiid

were debarked and leiz.-d by tlie admiralty of ihat jdacc, as h jiroved by llif cenifi-

cate of]',. Moore, fecretary of tiiofiid admiralty, placed underne.u4i tin- depoluion

winch the faid appcar.T had nridc before the EnKi'^h JTid;:;e, Archibald Kid.'.le, at

the fiid ilknd of Saint Chrillopher,i, and which he prt!er.led to us, and at his' r?-

queft, is hereunto annexed, to recur to, duly certified and compared according to

the ordinance.

That of the whole of the above, the faid appearer having required a ccrtific:,te,

we, the Chancellor above mentioned, have, by thcle prefcnts, granted the lame, to

avail him as it may of right.

The faid appearer ex^M-efsly declaring and protefling, for all loffei, and for all

expences of damages and intercfts, againft the faid Knglifli privateer the brigantine

Fanny, captain Bloomfbury, againft the faid admiralty o-;' Saint ChriftoplKis, and

againfc all others whom it may concern, for the carrying off and fei/.ure made by

them of all the faid merchaiulizes from onboard the f.iid American brigantnie Co-

lumbia, ca})tain Oreen, in contempt of the dignity of the American nation

Done at Philudelpliia, in th.c Chancery of the Confulate of the I'rench Repub-

lie, the faid day, month, and year above mentioned, in the prefence ot tlic

Citizens Martin, Oiler und Peter Barrierc, refidents in t'.iu city, who have

fjgned the fame with us and the faid appearer, after having read the iame.

The minutes of th^ prefcut remaining; in the Chancery.
^
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r vanillicJ In- us, Crnful of the French Rfpublic, nt Phlbdcljihia, this iSth

July, 1793, a«.I year of till' RLpulilic.

(Siga.d)

Cfitiueil conformable to the original.

Frois. D U P O N T.

(I E N E r.

Wi the the inhhi-P'Tiinl p^i/T/io-ns on ImirH thi ynHlcl, ihr R.'-nlilar, C,7j'\iin JVLitt,

bu^'iid frsir. j.^ranic to liidiiniore, in ihi'lloti nf SiLir\l(imi,Mdfrsir. J.
Dr.cr.AKs

—

''rTlAVr haviiijr fiiifdon tlic niolu of the 2ift May, I79.'>, we on the 23d, at

J three in x\v: mcininj^, wv.* four, Fr' iuli fri-it' s, that one of tlicm hp,vin;)j

fired a cannon. <,r;krcd us to hi.-ilV. ont our lioat, tir.u o?i.' of ilic officers cnme on

hoard, cNainiiud the papers of the laptain of ll\' t^dliot, crvuniii'ed one of our

faiTpor'-s, ;inil;hen retired, teftiiyii'v^ his rei^vt at havinj^; tletaiiied us.

That on the i.aii, aliuntiix ii! the mcniinjT, heiiig under the j^reat ///,?q7/r, and

very ch fc to the huui, we favv a floop who wciclied anchor to tlic windward,
liearlnj!; .lov.n up;)n us fnd ;x cannon at us and Iioilhd an Knp;lifli fiajr, fent five

ar;ned men vn hoard of us, wlio remlorcd an account Ly a trunii;et, that the

vcfk! v.-a>-; laden with colfee and cotton, and that there were fonie nej.;ro ilaveson

bv.ard. Kui at the moment there appeared iwo olher vefil-ls, towards which the

privateer immediately Tteercd, orderin.''; its to anch(^r. 'I'liefe two vcllcls were
fonndaUb to he American, r.nd were in like nia-.'.ner ohiijjed to come to anchor,

A third ap})eared fome time after, and was likewife ordered to anchor.

'i he priva'-eer was employed in vifitinj:!;' thcfe three vcffels until four in the af-

ten-.con, duiin;^- which time we were muler the <;uard of five men, who prefented

tiicmfelves to us more like pirates coming to i'eize their prey, than as privateers

V'ho have an intention to refpe»Sl a neutral flag. Thefc men whefe countenances

led us to believe them capable of realizing the moft finifter things, prepared us for

an event wdiich would at the fame time Iiave^ injured us, in making us fail in the

objcvil of our voyage* They informed us that we were to be carried into Jamaica.

At four in the ai'ternoon, the captain of the privateer came on board of us

with ten armed men, they drove all the paffengers out of their ilate rooms, with

a naked fword in one hand and a piftol in the other, appearing difpofed to proceed

to violence, without the Icaft effort on the part of their captain to check them. In

an inftant all the effeiSts of the paflengers were ranfacked. In vain did captain

White prcfent to them his papers, and endeavour to ftop them, they paid no at-

tion and fcarccly looked at them. 'I'lie reprefentations of thefe hoftile adts, ren-

dering them Hill more violent, they threatened thofe who endeavoured to reafon

%vith them. They broke the locks of the trunks without waiting till the keys
were found, they raifed a part of the plank of the cabin, they rumaged the ca}v.

tain's trunk, they found money there, fei^ed it and gave it to one of their people

to take care of. At the fame time they went to tlie forccalllc, they broke open
fvcry thing that was locked up. They forced the partitions which feparate the

birrhs. They cut open a great quantity of cofTee hags.

Having however found nothing in this fearch, made with the greateft brutality,

m'hich lallified the afi'ertion of captain Wiiite as to the property of the cargo, they

Jij.peared much emoarrafud at the part they Ihould tai.e v>'ith relpciil to us. I'hey
ill particular made (Ufcrs to fome of tliefeameii to dt;>ofe againll: the declarations

of our ci'ptain, they fent three of them on board tlic privateer, whom they endea-
Voiirrd eiiuully, luii as imfuccefsfully, to feiUice.

,

This vexatious conduef was interrupted by night coming on. It wzy be con-

ceived how we pailed it, it did not to ns appear probable that men who appiareil

to breathe notliln;;,- but pillage and robbery, would albiw this opportunity t*

cfcauf .
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On the 2v'th, as foon as day appeared, capfMU Wliitr wan ci'l.-d on bofud tlie

privateer, vherc feveiid diiputes arv)!"-.-, in wiiitli fonic wiih'jd to liave the vclV.-I

carried into Jamaica, others that tin; paflen;;ers with their elVeiil::? flunild be p'.u on

board as prifuners, and others tint tin- capiain's trunk containinj.j money, fhould

be feizcd, others in fine, that they Ihtndvl fei/.e the ne;xro fh'vo;-, or fend e;';->r,'.iii

White back v/ith a new detachment, who fliould continue to ll.avh the elledsand

vcflel.

Wt obferved among this brutal and greedy hord ^ .nan who not only difi'.p-

proved the eonduiil of tJie others, but alfo appcarea very much oppnied to tiic at-

tempt which he faw them determined to commit in one Wiiy v\- aunllicr on neutral

property. This was the i'urjreon of the privateer, perlrips he mipb.t iiave had
liifli'.ient afcendancy to hinder them from taking the vefiel, hut he could ui-t doubt-

lei"s obtain every thing : at ei!,rht o'clock the privateer gave orders to the

detachment which giiardeil us, to bring off the nejroes and return on board. I'licy

at the fame time permitted cuptain White to hoift fail. He fct fail in ord^r to go
•and reconnoitre two veflels which were making for the eniraiiee.

Under thefe circumftances, captain White, as well as the paiTengcrs, having no
means of reclamation, the former again ll the hoftilo proce; .l;ny;s of tl\e privauer,

the latter ajainit the carrying cfl'ihe negroes, could do no ot'ierwife tir.ui i'oiinw

their deirination, rcferving to themfelvcs the privileges of their refpedivc vighig

againit thin piracy.

Several men belonging to the privateer, have given us infonnation relative to

this velfel, and the captain by the particular information of tlie i'u:;;(on. 'l"hc

veffel is called the J j>f>f.> .:.'/,/ AT.ny, of Kingfton ifland of Jariviiea, eni'.i-.vinrld

by David Huiris, owners M. M. Allen and Wlute, captain Harris appeared Vi u%

to lie a weak, indeciiive man, without charader, having no author.ty over Ins

crew, and we cannot help thinking that in t! is rencounter, at the mercy of a crew of

lifty or fixty men, the mott of whonr eager for plunder, witliout any iubordina-

tioH, the veifel, oiu" perfons and our property, have been in the grcatell danger.

Done on board the galliot called the Regulator, captain White, the 7th

June, 1 79 3.

SIMON WIIITF, r,;v.,;,7.

L E W I S J E W E L L, Aljhr.

(Signed)
' PrTF.R NouvEr,.

Gas CFN DK NoGtRE, ' J/ -s

(J. BlNriER,

Cer/'JieJ to lie coiiformahls to the original. GENE T.

PniLADF.rpniA, 15th Ju'y^ I79.V

ad year of the Republic ;if I'rancc,

7bi Citizen Genet y M'uiijicr of the R^'fiuhlic of I'wincc^ to Air. "jijj'.ifjn, i^cci-iijiy of
Hl.ile nf the United States.

S J K,

I
RECEIVE daily new compliints on the infuUs which tlie Englilb arc p'ea'.pd

to commit againjl the flag of the United Stat-'s, the pipers here inclolei'. will

prove to yiiu that the lovcreignty of your country is violated with impunity, nut

l)y the legitimate exerciie which wp have th'>i'.ght proper to make of (i-.nv: rights

granted to us by treaty, but by the fpoliaticni, the pillage, tlie bad trcatme-U e.ver-

ciled by our enemies in contempt of ''your laws, and even inider lliadow of the

figns of yom-fov.'reignty. On all th^ leas an auilacioTis piracy, pnrf;',es even irt

your veflels Erencii proj>erty, and alio tiiat i>f the Ameriiuns vvlien (ietlin. d for our

ports—your political rights are coimlid 'or nothing : Jn vain do the principle •: of

neutrality el'tabiilh, that f:"i:i;dly vcfllls ra'ahj Incudly ^oods : in \uin, lir, d.-,i s

n

m



1 I!

i

i
1

.14

i .'

t

',

i

[ 54 1

t^ic rrcfi'lcnt of tlie United States, cnc'cavour, by his proclamation, to reclaim

the ol)f.-rvation of this nuixiin ; in viiiii docs the dcfire of prcfervJii!^ peace lead

t<« facvifjce the intcrcfls ol" ^anccto that of the nuniKiit ; in vain docs the tliirft

of riciics prcj.onderate over honour in the political halancc of America ; all this

inanagemcnt, all this c;)ndk;fcenfion, all this humility, end in nothings; our ene-

mies laiijni at it ; and the Ircnch too confident, arc punillicd for having believed

tlu'.t the Anicri;an nation had a flag, that they had feme rcfpcxT: for their laws,

fome convid'on of their Ihen^th, and entertained i'ome lentinicnt of their digni-

ty. It is not pofidile, for n-.e, fir, to jiaint to jou, all my fenlibility at thi?

frandal, v/hich tends to the diminution of your connnerce, to tiie oppreilion of

ours and to the t'.ebufement end vilification of Republics. It is for the Americani
to nvakc kncv.n their generous indignation at this cutrajrr, and I xr.uft confiii,;

myfelf to demand of you a feccnd time, to inform me of the" mcafures which
yen have taken in order to cbt.ihi rel^itiUion of the property plundered from my
fellow eiti/ins, under the protcdlion of your ilao;. It is ficm our government
they have IcHrned that the Americans \/cre our allies, that the American nation

was fov.reign, and that they knew how to make thcmfeives refpciited. It is then

under the \eiy fanfiion of the French nation that they have confided their pro-

perty and perfons, to the fafe guard of the American flajr, and o.i her they fubinit

the care of caufiiig thole rii^hts to bo rcfpctied. Tut if our fellow citizens have

been deceived, if you are not in a condition to maintain the lovereignty of your
people, fpeak ; we have guarantied it whin liaves, we fuall be able to render it

formidable, havin^j become freemen.

Accept, Sir, my eilcem and refpe^,

CI E N £ T.

Tlisi'r.y de iZth c/ July, 1 753, tJyear rf the French Republic,

APPEARED before us, Francis Dupont, Coniul of the Trench Republic, at

Philadelphia, in the flate of Penm'ylvania, the underfigned Citizen la Rouf-
fie, merchant of Bordeaux, now in this city cf Pliilariclphia, who declared to u*

that havinji' departed from St. Mark the 1 2th June laft, in the American brigan-

tine, the Governor Pinkii'.y, of Charlefton-, ci'.ptain D. Jenkins, belonging to Mr.
Theriek of the faid place, the faid vefTcl was flopped before the Molle on the i.,th

of faid month, by a privateer of the colony of Saint Vincent, who after havinn^

v'fitcd tliem and linding nothing which could lead them to doubt the vefl'el's being

jeaiiy Ameri,;an property, carried th.cin in under tlie fole pretext, that they hacl

en board faid vefrel fome l-'rcnch pafiengers ; the • declarer complaining that they

plundered his trunk of two watches, a cliain, and a medal, a golden key and
thirty-two iiuli Johannes, arid other ellecfis in linen, which places him in a cruel

jiofition, ti:at they v.-ere carried into Providence where they remained only eleven

«!.\ys, at a fourLh of a dcllur per day, at the end of which time they were fct at
\ '.

.3Lrt3% beraui'e the ifiand hc^an to \vant provifions, and ll at they weie there in

too grer.t nijmkerg. The declarer had put en hoard en acceunt of fundry perions,

••nd to tivi- hearer of the bill of lading, f^ven hrgflu-ads, \.'elvc ticrcos and fifty-

t;;rcc facks of c fic-e : eight hirgo and four fmall hidci of coilcn, and twelve quar-

ters ci fiucur, winch the American ciiptain, wb.om he iuppoies to liuve been gained

over, an weU as fome others of thofe who v, ere carried into tliC laid poit, detiared

iv) b,_ i'-.. •Tn property.

In ti.fli;r.oi:y whereof, l]:c faid appcar:r has Ilgncd the prcfent v;ith us, in

preicneo of the two underi'igned witneries.

(i^r^ucj;

I.A ROUSS'.E, BINET OSTER, and
Frc:s. L'Ul'ON'l'.

Cfrlntfci Ci.'iijlrmuL'i lo lit oii'/j,uil.

6 E N E T.
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THE umlerfigned citizens declare, That havinn^ departed from C.'vtmi'lf If-harf-

ment dcLi Gramk Ar.cs, the 2d June hift, in the American bnp Hanjrcr, cap-

tain Perkins, bound for New-York, they vcre viatcd m clcarlnjv the entrance of

jTna'r.L', by an Knglifli ^^riv.tecT, armed by JVJoijruMir Moz, m-jrcliiint, of NaiTuii,

Providence, who made them prifoncrs, and carrl-jil tlirm into laid pl:i.-c. The vin-

derfioned wsuld have a- - id^d cxpofing their fortinies in time of w^ir, had tlu.-ynot

toimted on the inviolability of treaties of neutrality, vvhicli fluniid natt'raliy jrua-

rantec all property on board of a neutral vefit! ; nutv.'ithltandiui:; tl;is ci.>;-.fideratioa

was frequently urged to the privateer, he plundered us of 'Z30,oo.'dbs. of coflee, be-

longinjras avcU to us as fo'j.r oth:r paffcngcrs of the faid brii, obfervin^ th:'t we
were a good prize, acconliug to a paper called a proclamation o'i (r< noral Wafl;!;]}';-

toii, conveyinj^, in fubfhmce, that the property of fubji'vils of the bellij;erent power*

might be taken on board American vefTcls.

In Teliimony whereof, we have dcpofitcri t]ie prcfcnt declaration in the

Chancery of the Confulate of tlic French Republic, in order to cllabiiih our

right at a proper time and place.

Nhav-York, ^i.- TiO/i y.v/j, 1793.

ad year of the French llepulslic.

Si"-ned in original, Mories and M. Sarrazin Guel Vc.IeSieur, Boithoii,

and Lamarque, par main d'cmprunt.

Certified to be conformable to the original depofitcd in the Chancery of the Coa-

fi'.late at New-York. GENET.
Copy ofa Letter to Citizen Gtnd, from C-jr.yr-ham N.fhttt and Cn.

PinLAD2Li'niA, j'ufy ittL, 1793.

TT '-•
; juft received advice, that the fliip Sally, captain GriHth, Iradcd^br

\ V . .ih flour, from Baltimore for Havre, is juft returned to faid place, after

having bern captured by a privateer, and carried into CJucvnfey cr Jcrfey. 'Flic

protefts and paper^s will be fent us by the next poll. The captain further informs,

that they had alfo*captured the Ihip Columbia, of Baltimore, having on board tljii

French minifler drove from Portugal.

Whenever weriiceivc further inteiiigcnce, we fiiall communicate it toyoa.

Being, with refpccl, Sir,

Your's, &c.

Ccrtifie conforme a la Icttre de M. M. Conrngham Neftjltt et Co. qui eft reilce

•ntre mes mains ii Philadelphie, le 26 Juillec, 1793. 1'™ ^d.GENET.
PiivLADnLriiiA, J.v/v %i,ih, I79.i'

Mr, j.fferfoiiy Secretary ff State, to Mr. Gcnd, Mhijier I'len-j^'cUlary of Ffanec.

Sir,

YOUR favor of the 9th inftant, covered the information of Sdvat Ducamp,

Pierre Nouvel, Chouquet de Savarence, Gafcon ile Nogere, and G. Beuflier,

that being on their paffage from the French \Veft-!r.dics to the United State?, on

board merchant vcffels of the United States, with flaves and merchandize of their

propert), thefe velTcls were ftopped by Britifn armed vcffels, and their propertf

taken out as lawful prize. ,

I believe it cannot be doubted, but that by the general law of nations, tlic gooaj

of a friend found in the veffel of an enemy, are free, and the goods of an enemy

found in the velTel of a friend, are lawful prize. Upon tliis principle, I prefume,

the Britifh armed vcffels have taken the property of French citizens found in fjur

vellels, in the cafes aboveraentioned, and 1 confefs I fhould be at a loia on what

JpriucijEjk to rcdaiai it. It is true, th.\t funury nations, ueifous of iiTOiding uic
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inronvenifiicicn of huviti;; their vcfltla floppcil at feii, ranfacki'd, earned into port<

and detained, under prt tcncc of liavinj^ enemy goods oti hoard, have, in many in-

Hanecs, introduced, by tlicir fperial tieaties, another principle between them, that

tneiny hottoms fliiiU make ciuniy goods, and friendly botfims friendly <;o<)ds; a

principle much Icfs embarruilin;;; to camniirce, ai.;! equal to all p:.rtles in point of

gain and lofs ; hut tliis h altoj^ether the elTect of partieiiiar treaty, controllnjr, in

fpeeial cafes, the j^feneral principle of tlie law of nations, and therefore taking eft'cdt

between fuch nation;; only as liuve fo aj' reed to ;:ontrol it. England has generally

determined to adhere to the rigorous princip)':, having in no inllancc, as far as I re-

colledt, agreed to the modification of letting the property of the goods follow that

of the veiTel, except in tlie Tingle one of her treaty with France. \Vc have adopted

thi^ iTsodiilcation in our treaties with J''rancc, the United Netherlands and Pruflia,

and therefore, as to them, our •vcffels cover tlic goods of their enemies, and we lofc

our goods when in the veffels of thtirc.iemics. Accordingly, you will be plcafed

to re:olled, tl/at in the late cafe of Holland and Matkie, citizens of the United

States, who had laden a cargo of flour on hoard a Britifli veffel, which was taken

by the Fr , ch frigate Andiufcade, and brought into tliis port; when I reclaimed

thecsirgo, it was only on the ground tliut they were ignorant of the declaration of

war when it was fliipped. You.obfervcd, however, that the 14th article of our

treaty had provided that ignorance llioukl not be pleaded beyond two months after

the declaration of war, which term had elapfed, in this cafe, by fome few days

;

and finding that to be the truth, though their real ignorance was equally true, I

declined the reclamation, as It never was in my view to reclaim the cargo, nor in

your's to ofTer to reftore it, by queftiriiing the ride eflablillied in our treaty, that

enemy bottoms make enemy goods. With England, Spain, Portugal and Auftria,

we have no treaties, therefore we have nothing to oppofe to their adling according

to the general law of nations, that enemy goods are lawful prize, though found in

the bottoms of a friend. Nor do I fee that France can i. '^r on the whole, for

though file lofes her goods in our veffels, when found therein by England, Spain,

Portugal or Auftria, yet fhc gains our goods, when found in the veffels of England,

Spain, Portugal, Auilria, the United Netherlands or Pruffia ; and I believe I may
fafely affirm, that we liuve more goods afloat in the veffels of thefe fix nations, than

France has afloat in our veffels, and confequently, that France h the gainer, and
we the lofer, by the principle of our treaty ; indeed we are lofers in every direc-

tion of that principle ; for when it works in our favour, it is to fave the goods of
our friends, wlien it works ajanift us, it is to lofe our own, and wefhall continue

to lofe while the rule is only partially eilablifhed. When we fhall have eftablifhcd

It with all nations,* we fliall be in a condition neither to gain nor lofe, but fhall be
Icfs expofed to vexatious fearches at fea. To this condition, we are endeavoMring to

advance ; but as it depends on the will of other nations, as well as our own, we
can only obt-iin it when they fhall be ready to concur.

1 cannot therefore but flatter niyfelf, that on rcvifing the cafes of Ducamp and
ethers, you will perceive, that their loffes refult from the ftate of war, which ha$

permitted their enemies to take their goods, though found in our veffels, and con-

fequently, from circumftances over which we have uo control.

The rudenefs to their perfons praftifed by their enemies, is certainly not favorable

to the charadler of the latter. Wc feel for it as much as for the extenfion of it to

our own citizens, their companions, and find in it a motive for requiring meafure*
e he taken, which may prevent repetitions of it.

I have the honor to be, &c.

T»: JEFPERSON.
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Viiii.Anr.urniA, A.-^vJf 7th, 179,5.

'.f,-. C.r.t Min:j}jr pL.ujjleiitluty of Fiur.e.

IN a Ictii-T of J'lne 5c'i, I iv.i!' the honor to ir.form you, that the Prcfi.lfiit, af-

ter re-conik!Lrln;T, at your rciintll, \.)w. cad- of vcfrch armcil within our ports,

to corinilt hoflllit'cs on nutiir.s ut ntacc wiih the Uiiitod Slr.tes, had Inially dc-

tcrniiucd, that it could not be admilicd, an.! d'-liird, that all thofo, which had been

fo armed, fliould dtpart from our portj. It b::;:*.';; nndcrflood afterwards thiit theiis

vclTcls either ftill remained iti our ports, or hid only left them to cruifc on our

coafts, aiid return a.oaiu \vlt!i their prizes, ; nd that anoth.-r veffel, the i.irde3)c-

mociat, had been iinee armvd at Phihilt-lphia, it wur. Jefircd in my letter of the

1 2th of July, that I'uch veff-ds with their pri/;js fliould be detained, till a dctcr-

m:i).ition fliould be had of what \va'5 to be donj tmder thefe rireumftances. hi

din-j'T-artl^ however cf this deiire, the Litcic Denuerac went out immediately ca a

eruile

I' have It now in char-Tf, to inform you that the Pr<'fi.lent confiders the United

States, a'i bound, purfuanr to poiltive alfurances, olvcn in conformity to the Ir.w«

of neutrality, to ciTe.-luito the rclbnn.tion of, or to make conipenfation for,

prizes, whiel: (hall have b^cn made, of any of t'ne parties at war with i-'ranee,

lubfiquent to t'le iifth da/ of Jr.ne laO, by pr' vatcer-; fitted out of onr ports.

That it is eonfequently expew'.eJ, that you w:!I eaufe reftitution to be made of

all prizes taken and brought into our ports, faljlequent to the above mentioned

day, by fuch privateers; in de'Vcl of which, tl'e Prefident confiders it, a.; incum-

bent upon the United .States, to indemnify the ov/ners of thcfe prizes. The ia-

denmifieation to be rcimburfed by the Trench nation.

'I'hat, befides taking efficacious meafurcs to prevent the future fitting out priva-

teers in the ports of the United States, they will not give afiyluiji therein, to any
which Ihall have been at any time fo fitted out, and will caufe reflitution of all

fuch prizes, as ihall be hereafter brought Nvithin their ports, by any of the fuid

privateers.

It would have been but proper refpcdl to the authority of the country, hid
that been confulted before thefe armaments were undertaken. It would have been

latIsf*6fory, however, if their fcnfe of them, when declared, had been duly ae-

tiuiefced in. Reparation of the injuiy, to which the United States iiave been

made, fo involuntarily inftrumental, is all which now remains, and in this your
compliance cannot but be expedted,

In confequence of the information given in your letter of the 4th infant, tins

certain citizens of St. Domingo, lately arrived in the United States, were affoci-

ating for the purpofe of undertakino; a military expedition, from tlie territory of

thi; United Stares, a^jjaiKll: that iiland, the Governor of Marvland, within which
ftatr, the expedition is undcrflood to be preparing, is ia[lrui5tcd to take ciTeCluyl

•icai'ures to prevent the fame.

I have the honor to be,

With great refpecl,

Sir,

Your moil obedient, and
- ^ mofl humble fervaiit,

» 'I'H : J E F F E R S O N.

PniLADELPniA, Augtijl i6th, T70j.

Mr. yiffirfon. Secretary of ^fjte, to Mr. Morris, Miiiifer Pleni^^oliutiary cf the Unlui

I

Slates iv'ith the RcpuLlii if France,

Sir,

N my letter of June 13th, I inclofcdto you the copies of fevcral letters, which
— had pafii-d between Mr. 'Fernant, Mr. Genet, andmyfelf, on the occurences t<»

which the picfcnt war had given rife within our ports. The obieift of this com«
municatioii was to enable yr.u to c:;plain the principles on which our government w: %

condutJling itfelf towards the belligerent parties \ pr:r.ci'j!-» v.'hi^^Ji ttisUt Cc; iu *ll

n

. '!•

i ''i



[ 5S 1

' -ry

i

^'?

'

r !•

i il!

t i

\i

•f.ftt bf fiitiRrjcTiovy to Al, but were niennt to l.c jnft ami Imparlliil to nil. IVfr,

Gcnrt hud bc":i th'.-n but a little time vith us ; :ind but ;i little imiri- was ne-

ccfli'.ry to dcvclojic in him a charuclcr and conduit, fo uncxpcdied, and lb extra-

<iniii!ary, as to place us in the moft liilh-cfling delemma, between our rc}';ard

for his iiarion, which is conftant and fincerc, and a rcj^ard for our laws, the

iiuthority of which mufc be niaiiiraii)cd ; for the peace of our country which
the executive magiftratc is charped to prefervc ; for its honour offended in the

^"•rfon of that ni'.'i;lilrAte ; and f-'-r its Ciiaravflcr [ijroll^ly traduced in the conver-

Jatiour. and leticrs of tliis {;cntlenv.i:i. In the courfe of thefe trnufai.'ilions, it

has been a jjrcat comfort tons to believe, that none of them were within the inten-

tions or expcOtations of his employers. 'I'hefe had been too recently expreffed ill

R\}.:> which nothinj' could dilcolour, in the letters rf the executive council, in the

letters and deciecs of the National AITeiiiMy, and in the general dcn-nanor of ths

nation tov.-ardsus, to afcribc to them things of I'o contrary a characlor. Our firll

di.ty, therefore, was to draw a llronj!;- line between their intentions, and the

proceedings of their minifter ; our fccond, to lay thole proceedings faithfully bc-«

fore tl,em.

On the declaration of war between France and England, the United States be-

in^ ;it peace wl;h both, tli'-'r iituation was fo new and unexperienced by tliem-

felves, that tiuir citizens were not, in the firil inftant, fenfible of the new dutie*

ielliltinp; therefrom, and of the reflraints it would impofe even nn their difpnj'itimis

towaids the bt!li;Tcrent powers. Some of them imaj^incd (and chiefly their tran-

lient fea-farin^r citizens) that they were free to indid;;G th')fe difpofitions, to take

lidcwith either party, and enrich themfelves by depredations on the commerce of

the other, and v.'cre meditating enterprifes of this nature, as there was reafon to

believe. In this ftate of the public mind, and before it fhnuld take an erroneous

<lire(^tion, difficult 'to be fet ri,^^ht, and dangerous to themfelves and their country, the

I'relidcnt thought it expedient, through the channel of a proclamation, to remind
cur fcllow-clli/.ens, that we were in a ftate of peace with ail the belligerent pow-
ris, that in that ilate it was cur duty neither to aid nor injure any, to exhort and
^varn tliem ;;j\iinil; ac"s which might contravctie this duty, and particularly thoic*.

cf pofitivc hoflility, for the puniihment of which the laws would be appealed to ;

and to put them on their guard alfu as to the rifles they would run, if they fhould

attempt to carry articles of contraband to any. This proclamation, ordered on
ihe i<;th, and figned the 22d day of Aprd, was fent to you in my letter of the

a6th of the fame month.
On the day of its publication, we received through the channel of the ncwfpi-

per.s, the firft intimation that iVir. Genet had arrived on the 8th of the montii

at Charleftcn, in charaeler of miniftcr jilenipotentiary from his nation to the Un't-

cd :?tates, ;md Icon after, that he had lent on to Philadelphia, the vtiVcl in whicli

he came, and would himfcU" perform the journoy by land. His landing at one of

the mofi diftant ports of the Union from his points both of departure and de.lina-

tion, v,as calculaied to excite attention, and very foon afterwards we learnt that

he was undertaking to authorife the tilting and arming of veffels in that port, en-

iiiting men, foreigners and citizens, and giving them commifllons to cruifc and
commit hoUilities on nations at peace with us, that thefe veflels were taking and
bringing prices into our ports, that the confuls of France were afiuming to hold
courts of admiraly on them, to try, condemn, and authorife their fale as legal

prize, and all this before Mr. Genet had prefentcd himiolf, or his credentials t*

the Prefident, before he was received by him, without hisconicntor confultation,

:\nd directly in contravention of the ftate of peace cxilling, and declared to exiii

in the Prclident's proclamation, and incumbent on him to preferve till the conlli-

tutional authority ihould otherwife declare. Thefe proceedings became inunedl-

ately, as was naturally to be exjiecled, the iubjcA of complaint by the rcprcfertatlve

here of that poAvcr againfl whom they would ch.iefiy operate. The BrilMh mini-
ikr prefcnted I'everal memorials thereon, to which we gave theanfwcr of May ijtlt

heretofore inelofed to you, corrcfpondnig in fubfhuiee with a letter of the lame
fiiite, Y.'rittea to Mr. 'I'tinant, ;Uc iniuUlijr of J. ;-aiice then relidin;; here, » ctpj
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•f which I fend herewith. On the rrxt day Mr. Cenct riachcd thir* pla.e, ahuuc
five or fix weeks after he liad arri vctl at Charlellon. and m!;;Iit have been at Fhihidcl-

]ihia, if h^ had llecrtd r(jr it il»reclly. He v/as ii^nnt 'li uily prtfcni-.ed to tlu* Pre
dent, and rer^lved hy him as tlic m;nlll(.T(-f 'hu Hcpuljlic ; undas th ;:: co-,Jud- he-

fore IVated I'eenu'd to befpc-ak a defign of forehij^ lui into the war, wiliionc aiiuwinj;

lis th'" exerel'i'e'of any free will in the cafe, nothing could b; mors afiuaj:,ing tlirin

his afi'urances to the Prefident at his reci'ivJou, whieh lie repeated to me aueuvirdi
in converl'aiion, and in jublic to the titi^^cn.s cf l'hila^l.:lpuia, in aiilwcr to an ad-

drefs from them, that, o;; account of o.ir remote fituation and otiier cireumlt.anrr>,

France did not cxpeiit that we faould become a party to the war, but wilhjd to

fee us piirfuc iK;r prol'perity and h.j'pincfs in peace. In a convorfation a lew day*
after, Mr. Genet told me tliat M. de'reman': had delivered I.immy l^u^r of Ma/
15th, he fpoke fomethinj^ of tlie cafe of the (Jrange, and then of the aniiainjim

at Charlellon, explained the circumlb.nccs vhich had led him to it h.fore he had
been received by the Government, and iHiufidted iis will, eA'preirc(t a l;opr' tijat

the Prefiilent had not i'o abfohuely dcciled apjainll the nieafure but that he -.v.-.uid

hear what wa^ to I;e faid in fiipport of i: ; thac he would write me a letter on the
fubjeil, in whieli he thou'.rht he could juilif/ it ur;Jcr our treaty; b;;t that if tii3

Prefident fliould finally determine oiherwile, he mud f.i'/niit : for that afluredly

his inltrudlion", were to do what would he ac;reeable to us. lie ac.-o"din;'Jy vvrDtci

the letter of Alay ly, the Prefident tenk the cafe ai'aiii into confldeiation, ar.d

found nothin-r in tliat letter which couiJ f'lake th : grounds of his former d^cilion.

My letter of June 5th, notifying thi.-. to liim, his of June H anH 14, mine of tli;;

17th and his again of the aid, v/ill Ihewwhat further palled on this i'ubje.51, and
tliat he was fur from retaining his difpoikiun to acquiefce in the uiiimate Vv ill of

tJie Prendeiit.

It would be tedious to purfue this and our fuLfequc.nt correfpondcncies throu.ih

all their details. Referring therefore f t t'ncfe to tlic letters theinfelves, v.-lueli

lliall accompany this, I will prefeut a fummiry view only of the points of differ-

ence which have arifen, atid the grounds on v/hich they reil.

J -J.

Q ifV. Mr. Genet alTerts his right of arming in cur ports, and of

'A ' enliilinir our citizens, and t'^at we have no right to reftrain him
••; -/ or p-unifh them, l-.xaminin;,' this qnel^lon under the law of nations,

lounded on the general leiife and ufagc of mankind, Wvj luivc

J
produced proofs from the moft enlightened and approved writers

V'tt 1
! - f TO

°" ^^^^ fubjei5t, that a neutral nation mult, in all thing,'? relating-

' '^' ' "to the vv^ar, obferve an t.ia ' i; imp:irtiality tow irds the parties ; tlmt

favours to one to tlie prejudice of tlie oti.^r, v.ould import a fraudulent neutrality,

«f which ro nation v/uuid be the dupe ; tint no fuecoi'.r fliould be given to cither

v.nlefs ftipuLited by treaty, in men, unus or any thing eife d.'reeily f>_rving lor v/ar
;

W If Ti »
that the riglit of ralfing t:oo;)3, being one of the, rights of fove-

V r '1 ' f'l
^'-^^-'^'^y» "-'-'-^ ccufequeavly ap[nrtu.ining; e::eluf;vely to t^hc uptiou

''"'""
•^'itfelf, no foreign pov.er or perfon can levy men, \vifhin its ter;itu-

ry, without its eonfent ; and he v.'ho does, m '.y be righrfuliy and feverely punifued :

that if the United States, have a rijj.ht to rt-fufe the permdhon to arm veffel, and
ralfe men within their povts and tenitoues, ihey are Ix.und by ihe laws oi na^-

traiity to exereife that right, and to prohibit !u:li armameiils and rnliuments. To
tliefe principles of the laW of nations, Mr. Genet e.nfv/ef3 by calling them' diplo-

matic fubtleties,' and ' aphorifmsof Vi'ttel andwthers.' Put loniethint--

'' * more than this, is neeeflary to difpio''.- ihein : .iiiil till tney are difpreved,

v/e hold it.cerl.'.in that the law of luitlors and tl;c rules of neutr.ihLy. forbid ou*

jiermitting either party to arm in our povis.

^ ., „. o Biif Mr. G.:net fiys, that tiie aid iTlIch of our treaiy allows

^ «..v 2 .
S.

j^.^^^ ex-pn-fs'y to arm in t.-ur ports. \Vl:y h.as he iiut r,uot.:d the very

words of that article, exfrfsly allowing it ? Tor tint v.culd have put an end to all

further oueitioa. 'i'he v/oids of th-^artlelf are, " h ihall not be lawml for any

J'i.jl-a privateers, no; beloagintv to fubjech ci ths J-.-oU Chriiliuii Ivrnj, r.'^r

'•n

.}'v
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m
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citirtBS oT thr f.iiJ l'r.:;.-.'.\ Str.lcs, who luvc c-j;-...nilT:.--.'.', fir n .tiiy p.vrro or flat-

in enmity with cither nUlon, to fit their fh'ps in the I'orLa cf t 'ihcr the cnc or

the other oi' ihe aforrfir.cl ]i!'.rtics." TninfltKc this frnm the pinrral tcimr, in which

it here lb;:il;s into tl c fpci::.il ntlc proJnccd by tlic }n-cfciil war. " privutLrrs nnc

bclon.t;int'; to Fr-.-ncc or the Ignited States, aiui bavin;; ccmnvinions I'vom the

encmic-Zoi' one of tliem" arc, in tlie prcftnt flato of things, " I'-iitiili, Dutch r.n.l

Sp?.ni{h privateers." Stil-.ft:r'tii:^; thrfe then I'ci ilic eojiivalcnt tc:nv,it v ill naiul

thus " It fliall not be lav fill for biitHli, Dut.'h or Spanlih privalvcrs, tn lit (licir

il-.i^'s in the jiorts of tlie United Slates." Is this an es/'r-f,- pcrmiliion to Fr;u;cc to

do it ? Does the negative to the ci.i:r.iies of France, and ri!;ncc as to i'rancf h' r;'elf,

imjly an aihrin-itivu to France .' Cirtaiiily not : It leaver the cincllion, ;u to Fraiictj,

©pa; and froe to he decided r.ccorJ.ing- to clr.-un-.lhuices ; ar.d If t]>c jrjrties had

ii!CLn:tan aCirmative fiiyiilati.-ii, they ^v(,^;ld have provided i'or it exprdlly
; th.y

vou'.d never have left lb imj-ortaiit a pcir-.ttohe hiiVrrcd from mere iilcMcc, or im,

riiculion. Siipyofe -.fccy ha.u'ef.'.ed tollipu'..te a rti'iifal to tiicir cn^-nnes, but no-

tb.inf as to tlienifelvcs; vhut fonn of cxprcD'on -.vonld they have iifcrd .'' CVrtahily

the one thvy have ufcd; an e^prefs riiT-i;lati' n as to th^-ir en(.niic3, and filcnce as

to tlicmfclvcs. Ar.d furli r.n ii.ter.tlcn ccr.cip.( r.d:; not cnly v.ith t!ie worv's, but

wllh the eircvmilan.'es of the times. It was of vali.v to each party to c.\.:lude its

cn.^mies from arminji: in the pcriiorthc oiher, and cov.'d, in no cafe, ci-'d^.m'T'*

thci'.i. 'i'hcy ther. ''•::•- iiijuI.'Ud f(. far riiutiiuliy. Ev.t caih ml;;ht he eirl arr:'.irtd

1 y pern-.ittinjT the cihir t:; ;-rin in it3 perl'?, 'i iicy thcrLfore would not Oipnlate to

V'.rmit il It. l.ct I!.-. <;obai'.: to the llat,: of ihir.ji^> In Fi-iuce wh-n th.is treaty wa.?

i;;:.de, a: d'.ve ilu.ll f::.d fcveral ciies, v.iv.icin France could net have permitted i;i

to nvm in lier port:?. otij;p.,le a v.ar btiv.ce;: thefe flatcs and .Spain. Vve know,
that by the treaties l;etwctn France and Spain, tl\e fornK r couid not prrmit i!io

cncmie* of the latter to arm in her ports. It v.-as honiTi in her i!:jicicre, rot to

deceive us by fuch a fiipuhition. .Suppofc a war between thefe itates and Grtat-

Britain. Ey the treatici between France and Great-Eritain, in force at the iignature

of <^urd, we could not have been pernlllted to arm in the ports of France. She

could not then have meant, in this article, to give us fuch a ncrht. She has inaiii-

fcfced the fame fenfe of it aoain, in her fnbfequeni treaty with England, made
eight yffar.i after the date of oiirs, ftipulatino;, In the i6th article of it, as in our

42d, tliat foreign privateers, nol l:er:'^f,.iijcch of vith.'r crcivn,^iv\i\A not arm againfl;

either i;i the ports of the other. If this had amounted to an affirmative itipidation,

that the lubjeds of th : other crown might arm in her ports uyji-ijl us, it would Iw.vc

been in dired eontradidlion to her 22d article with us. So that, to give to thefe

negative ilipulations an afth-mative effei^t, is to render them incnr.fiilent with each

other, and with f^ood faith : To give them only tlieir negative and na! ural cfftcl, is

^o reconcile them to cue another, and to good faitli, and ia ciearly to adept the

fenfe in v, hirh France herfelf has expounded thjni. Wc may ji.Hily conclude then,

that ti'.e article only obliges us to rtfufe this right, in the prelcr.t cafe, to Oreat-

Britain and the other enemies <;f France. It does not go on to give it to Fra::;e,

either cxprefjly or by implication. We nu-y then rifufc It. And fincc vve art:

hound by trcatv to rcFiirc it To tlie ore party, ar.d aic free to refufe it to tlie other,

wc are bound by the laws of neutrality, to refui : it to that cth.cr.—The aiding

cither party then, with velTcls, an.i-. or men, being unl.vwful by the law of natirwiR,

and net rcnd<.'red l-ivvful by the tr-.aty, it is made a qu' flu.n, V.'hciher our citizens,

joining in thefe unlavful enterpr'u.es, may be puniihcd ? 'Ihe United .State.';, bei!!g

in a ilatc of peace wi':h nieft of the beHige'-ent powers by treaty, and with all of

them by the law.'; (.f nalure, murdi.-rs and robleries, co'.nmitted by our citizens,

within our territory, ( r on the higli fe^s, on ihofe wlih wh.om we are fo at ])ea.--e,

are pur.ifhablc, C(^u..i'y "s if committed on our o . n ir.habitants. If I niig-ht venture

^o rcufon a Hiile formally, v.ithoiu be';;;,- charged with rii:.i;ing into " I'u! tleti<\s and
aphorifm?,'"' i v.ould lay, that if one tlu,:en kaj a right to go to war wf hi.s own
authority, cv. ry citizen ha? tlie fame. If e\ery citizen haA that right, tlicu th;;

jualion ^v,iiivh is com^.ofed c-f ..11 its titizerb) has a right to go to war, by tite
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authority o' its I.idlviJual c'.tl'.r^^. But thi'^ Im rot tni", eithrr on tlit "mitiI
princin'ts of fuciciy, or by our idnftiluti;):!, which give* tliat i>ower t> ro-';^"'-'*

alone, an^ not to tko citizens individually. Then tlic iirfl: jioiicion was nof tn:.;

;

and no ejii/cn bus a ri^-'jit to ^;o to war cf his own ai'.thority ; and fur wnn' hs

docs without right, b- uHvJn to he pnniflied. Indeed noJiin^ can be mr>rj cbvi-

oully abfurd, than to .'.y, that all the citi/cn'i may be at war, and yet tbi: natitm

at peace. It has been pretended, ind.H-d, that th.e cnjragenient of a eiti.'.; n, in an
«n^(r;Tize of this nature, was a divorcment of the charadler of a citizen, v.r.d 3

tn.iiiLr »)f inrirdi..'?.ion ovi'r hi'ii to anorher Ibvereijijn. Our citi/.cns arc c-rtv.'.idy

fiveto diveil: thcnilelver. of that ehurachr, by •.mi;;rr.tion, and oilier actn uimi'Yfi:-

inp; their intention, and may then become the fubjcdU of another powor, an. I L-c.a

to do whatever the rubjcoU of ihat power nv.y do, I^it the laws do i;ot ;•,.!•

mit, that the bare comniifiion of a crime iini'iunts of Itfilf to u tliveftment of the

c*iwra»ftcr of citizen, and wiilidraws the criminal from their coercion. They v>-(;uhl

never pi-ef.rribe :'.n illegal a l*1 anionjy th; k'j^al modes by which, aciti':en mi '_Iit •.'is.

lr:iii.d.'re himrtlf : nor reic.ler tria'"on, for inilanee, i;^noc(nt, by g'ivhiT it tlift

force of u diiMiiution rf the cblitr.ition'; of the criminal to hi i country. Accordlnjvly,

in the cAe of Henfield, a citizen of Is'.eic ftates, chai;';ed with hav-n;; cngc^cd, hi

the poit of Charl."l;on, in r.n rn'-frprir.t; aj;-aii ft natlv:;v.i at peace with u.i, a:.d \>h\i

havinr;: jci'.i.'d in J.e aclual eomn-'.ifiion of hofliiitics, the Attorn; y Go.icral of th*

United c:.t.ites, in ;n rffjciid opinion, declared, that the ad, with wl.itli hj wa.«

charj^ed, was piinifiablc by law. The fame thing has been nnarilmonlly deu!ar-d

by rvv'o of t':e circuit courts of the United States, an you will fee In the t!ii'.r_-cs of

C'hiief JuiUcj Jay, dehvcred at I'l.-hnio-id, an.l Judge Wilibn, delivered at i'hila-

j dv Iphia, both of which are ! .. r -with fent. Yet iVIr. Genet, in the moment he lan,lH
"

'.a Charle-ilon, iu able to ted l!'e Gov..rno.", and coniinues to afJlrm in lii;; correl-

pr.nJ','nce lure, that no law of the Ur.ii; xl Stntes authrriies their gove:!.me;,t i^>

reilrain citl-sr its own citizens, or the fnivlp;ners inhahiilng its territory, from
warrin;ij againft the enemies of Fr;'.nre. It is true, indeed, that in the cuie of Hcri-

iicld, the jury which tried, aldblved him. But it appeared, on the trial, tint ti-.c

crime was not knowingly mid wiliuUy committed ; thit Henfield was ijr.nor.'.nt. of

the unlawfulnefs of his undertaking ; that in the moment he v/as apprifed ol' ir . he
fliewed real contrition: tha*; he bad rendered meritorious fervices durin? the iats

war, and declared he would live and die an American. The jury therefore, in

aofolvinj:^ him, did no more than the conrdtutional authority might have done,h?jl

they found him guilty; the conflitution h.aving provided for the pardon of ofTeneei

in certain cafes, and there beinjj,' no cafe w'lcre it could have been more proper liiaa.

where no olTence was contemplated. Henfield therefore was fti'l an A;iieri.;i c'.ii-

7 en, and Mr. Genet's reclamation of him, was as unauthorifed us the firil ciiliilment

of 1dm.

ad. Another doclrine advanced by Mr. Genet is, Tliat our courts cr.n taV.f! no
cognizance of queftions, Wlicther veffels hd.l by ihc'trs aspri/.c5, are l.iv/ful prizes

or not : That this jurifdivStion belong* e;:clur;vcly to their confulatcs here, which
have been lately erecled by the National Ail'embly, int;o complete courts oI admi«

Let us confider, firft, What is the e::tcnt of the jurifdi^Hiion whicji the confulatci

of France may rightfv.lly exerciie here. Every nation l;;i3 of natural ri^ht, entirely

and c.ccl-.dively, all the jurifdiclion which maybe ri'.ditfully exercifed in t;he territory-

it occr.pies. If it cedes any portion of tiiat juril(li''t'Mn to judge; appointed by aflo-

ilicr nation, the limits of their power muft depend en the inilrument of ceflion.

']"he United States and France have, by their conlulur convent'on, given mutnaily

to tl-.elr confuls, jurifdit^ion in certain cafes fpcciaily er.uneratcd. li'it that cnn-

vciiti<ia gives to neither the power of e'dablilhing complete courts of adn.ir dry with-

in the territory of the other, n .t even of deeidiii;;' the particular quo.rciou of prize or

not pidiie. The confulatcs of Fran.e tlien cannot taiic iudiei;d cognizance of thoi'e

.|uell;ions here. T)f thisojunion Mr. Genet was, when he v/rote his letter of May
*7tl), Avhercin he promill; to c.rrewl: t're ;:*!or of the ccniul iit Charleftcn, ofv.'hom.

^
' i!

I

t, !

it



r <ii "1

^ ;;;

*i« my \ciUr of the I rtli, I luu! comii'.aincd, as arrr.,cat!np t.-» hiinf..lf that juririlflioii,

^, tlii)ii"!i, in his fui>u<na-nt IctUis, lie iias tiiouj;ht proper to embark
j:wc 14. ;:.

,.jii.;^,n-c..,oth;.,cc)iilu!:;.

lUit the United Mi.itts, at tlic faiuc time, do not prcttnd any right to try tlic va-

lidity of ryptr.rc^i niudc ".• i.'-i l.ij: fiU by l'r.irice, cr ;;:iy other nation, over i:? tnc«

mice. 'J'hel'f 'iiicftioiih h(.!ont-,, oi' cominon ufajjc, to the lovcitign ot" tlic c.ijHor,

ajid whenever it. is ncccfk'.ry to determine ihcin, rcfort :uuU be liad to liii tonrts.

'I'hiu Ij the cafe jmiviiicd Tor in the 1 ;th article of the treaty, vhlch lays, th.'.t fnth

prizes Ihull not be ;:ru fieri, nor ccj;r!iiaticc t..ken of the validity thereof; a lUpu-

1. lionnuidi iiihiled nu by Tvlr. Genet and tlie coifidw, and which we never ti:oiJj^'Jif

ei' infjinoin;',- or iiueuioninj;. As the validity of caiJC.ircs then, \\y.\\lc on l.'.f ht^^h

fcii^ by 1 raiji t trvtr its en»niies, cannot be tried withiu the United States by their

confnis, foneii}" r ran it by our eeuus. Moris this tiie (iuellioii between us, tho'

T'c h.avc bi en n-.illcd into it.

The real <iucllicn iy, Whether the United fitr.t.esbavc not a njsbt to prctcft vcITtln

v.ithiu tjieir waters, and on their eoalls ' '1 he (irango was taken witlun t)^ Dela-

wa)e, between the il/oies of Je'f^y and of llu D.Iav.art; fiute, and fevera 1 miles

»bove its mouth. '1 he fei;;ing her, was a fi,iy>Tant viilation 01 the jiirifditiion of

the United Mates. Mr. Genet, however, inileadof ?-i.oloi.!i;lng, takes jjreat merit,

in his letters, for Jjivin;^ her up. The V.'iUi::m ij fai.I to have been taken within

two miles of the Ihores ol ilie iJr.it < d.Sta'-e.s. When the admiralty declined eo;;ni-

zancc of the c.;'e, Ihc \;:\-, delivered to the Frcn^li couful, acconllng to my letlrr

c-f 7unc ifiii, to be kept till the executive of the Unlied St;tes fliould e.xauiine into

the eai'e ; and Air. (,'ei;et v/aa delired, by my letter of Jane 2';th, to h.avc them
furnilhed v.ith the evidence, on behalf of tlie captors, a» to the place of capture.

Yet, to this day, it has never been done. 'J he brig Fanny was alleged to be takiu

within live miles from our Ihore. Th.e Curin.rlne v/ithin two niiles and a half. h.

is an cHential attribute of the jarifdiittion of every eountiy, to j.referve peace, to

punilh ads in breach of it, and to relloie property taken by force v/ithin its limits.

\Vere tliC ai med veffLi of ;aiy nation, to cut away one of car ov.n from the v. harve*

rf Philadelphia, and to cLuie to call it a pii;ie, would this e.\cludc us from the.

right of redreiling the wrong? Were it the vefiel of r.i;othcr nation, are v.'c nor

equally bound to proteiit it, v.'hilo with.in our limits ? Were it fcii.ed in any otlur

waters, or i,n the fr.or^s of the Unit.d i^tates, tiie rj;.;ht of redrefTing is Uill ti-'r

fame : Aiid humble indeed would be our condition, were we obliged to dej.end,

for that, on the \,ill ol'a foreign conrul, or on ntg(K!ation with diplomatic :M>;ent,s.

Accordingly, this ri^^h.t of projection, within its v/aters, and to a leafenablc

ditl-ncc on its coaflis, has been acknowledt';ed by every nation, and denied to nc ne

;

and if tlie property feized, be yet wltliin their power, it is tiie'r right and duty t(/

rcdrefsthe v.rengthenifelvcs.—bVance herl'elf has aflcrted the right in herlelf, and

recogni/itd it in us, in the C\\\ article of our iiCcUy ; where we muiuuliy (lipulu ,

that we will, l>y nil ibt )!:cj;is in cur Jwtcfr, (not by ncgneiatioii) jirotrdl and defend

«::ch ether's vcffels and efl'edlr., in our ports or roadi, or on ihe fcas near our coun-

tries, and recover an<ireilorc the fame to the riobt owners. Ti;e United Nether-
hi.ds, Prufliaar.d Sv.-eden, have recognized it ul;«, in trt.'.tic.; with us; and indeed

it is a Hanging formulc, infertcd in almoft all ihe treaaesof uil nations, and proving

the principle to be aekno\\iLd;.;*d by all nr.tions.

Iiow, andby what organ ot the ^ovfrntv.ent, whether judiciary or executive, it

ih„"d be redrc.led, u not yet perfectly fcttl.d wiih us. One of the fuhordinate

*ourts o: admiral' y, lias been of opinion, in the firft inllance, in the cafe of tl;e

fhip M'illiam, that It dots not belong to the judiciary. Another, perhaps, ni.17

be of a contrary opinion, 'i'he o,nellion is Itill fuhjudicc, and an appeal to the

«ourr, of lafl rtlbrt, v.'ill decide it iiiially. If, finally, the judiciary Ihail diclaie,

chat it does nk.t belong to the cii'il authority, It then lelults to tlie executive,

fhargcd wi'J; the d^'edion of the ;v.-7.-7..vj force of tlit i;nien, and i\»: conduct of

its affairs with for..i-,n nations, f ut tliis is a mcr!» ipKlciou of internal arrange-,

ir-iT.z, fcvtwccn ijic difTcrent depv.rt!iiicnt cf the government, depcndirjj on tlift
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fir.rtlc'dr.r dii!lion of the l.'ws nnd conftitution ; intd it c.n in r.o wife cj:\-?rn 'a

oreiytf nation, to whieh department thcfc huvi: tkljcf'iteil it.

."id. Mr. (riT.ct, in hi'i httrr of July 'jfU, rr-'^oir. i tliit tlic nvp Jan-, whieh ht^

ells an r.n.'hni privateer, flia',1 b<. i'umeiliitely ordered to d.'p in ; an<! to j,ii!il'/

this, ho ap;ie '.Is to the ti(\ article of otir treaty, which provid.,s, tl'.i' It ihall nor.

he lawful lev any forcii^n hrijutrfr to (U tlv/ir liiip^ in onr port;, to f'il Tf'ir^ /'•••;

/.Kv /.//.«, or iiiirchafc vie.hials, Ecz. 'I'he (liip Jane is an F.neflilli nterclwnt veil'.. I,

which has hoen many ye.ir;i einpl'iynl in tlic coiiiiperce heiwcen Jamaica and t'n r<r

Ib.tt'f. She brou;;h'. here a cari;o of prodnre from that ifl.nid, andwa; to t.d-8

away a car;^^» of flour. 7i lowin;^ of tlie war when Hic ! ft Jamaica, and tha: cnr
roi'.ft was lined with frrill l-'r-nrh privatvei t, (he ariui'd inr h'T dfrenci", and took

c;:eof ilioii. •.•ominiilions ufiully eillcd Lettcri of .Marq'K'. .'die arrived here la.oly,

v/ith'iut havint^ had any rencounter of any I'ort. Can it hcnaceflary to l.iy, tliat ;i

merclnnt-ve'fcl is Mot a privateer 1 'I'hat tl'.oujWt fh'' ha^ a-nii tf) defend h Tlllf in

time of war, in the courfe of !v:r reji;ular connnerce tlii'. no more malu .s lu.i- a pri-

vateer, than a hiilliindnwn foll')wi;i;;' his ploivdi, in t'niiof war, with a knife oi*

jilRol in hispociict^, h tlierdiy niid.; a foldier } 'I'h'- occupation of a privateer i-, to

'.ittruk :i"<l plunder, that of a iiui^iliant vi.Til ii coniiiurc<; iuul felf-p:\:u;r\ation.

The article cxelndes tlu: former from our port'.and from T Kin;;- 'w/hitj': kn iiL::,

that is, what Ihe has aciiuircd by war, to Ihew it did not mean the merchant veilVI,

and what Ihe had acquired by comm,;rce. Were the merrliant veH'els, eo!ninj>; for

(Uir prculuce, fnibiddeii to liave iv.iy arms for t!ieir tLfeticc, every advcntur-r who
hj» a bent, or money cnou;;h to buy one, v\ould make h'.r a privateer, (uir coailt

would fwarm wicli them, foreign vellels muH ceafe to come, our commerce ninlb

be fuppreffed, or.r produce remain on our hands, or at leaft that n;n,-'.t poriioii of it

which we have not vcU'elsj to carry away, our ploupjln muit !>e Jaitl aflde, ai:d a'/.-i

.ulture fufpeuded. This Is a facrifice no treaty could ever contemplan-, and whidt
Me are not difpofe'd to make out of mere comphufance to a falfe d.-iinitioa of tlii;

term /ir.'j./.'.v/-. Findin;?; lliat the Jane had purclial'ed nev\ carriugi.. to iii(;i;nt tv.o

©r three additional p;v.n-; which Ihj had biou;^ht in her hold, and that file hid
opened additional port-holes for them, the carria^'S u ere ordered to be relatidcd,

the additio!ral port-h(der. flopped, and her mean;; of d; fence red.uceil to be exaeHy
the fame at her departure, as at her arrival. This was done on the [fcner.il

principle of allowing no party to arm within (.ur ports.

.|th. The 17th article of our treaty leaves armed vt.Ti?!-. frfc tncn::.'f,7, v.hitnfr-

foevtr they plcafc, the iliip.i and goodi taken fVuni th> li- enemiej, withoV; payin,^

any duty, and to i.-part and be condueled freely to the pi.ires expreiVed in tlj;ir

tonimiiliona, which the captain fltall be obliged to ihew\ It is evident, tiiat this

article docs not contemphite a freedom io frU/Uir />rrz.i s /rrc ; but, on the comrary,

« i':pijrt'irc to fonie other place, always to be e\prefred in their eommiliion, wdiere

their validity is to be hnally adjudged. In I'ueh cafe, it would be as unrcaibnahle

to demand duties on tlie goods tliey had taken from an rnemy, as it v.'onld be on
the cargo of a merchant velTel touelilng in our ports for r>.frelhnKnt or aavice,'.

And againfl: this the article provides. j)ut the armed vefhls of France have been

alfo .admitted to land and fell their prize goods here for c(/nlumption ; in v. hieii

cafe, it is as reafonable they Iliou'd pay duties, us the goods of a merchantman,
Undcd and fold fc.- confumptlon. They have, however, dem.inded, and as a m.at-

ter of right, to fell the.n free of duty ; a right, they fay, given i)y this article of

the treaty, though the article does not give the right to fell at all. Wliere a treaty

does not give the principal right of felling, tlie additional one of lliiing duty free,

c;innot be given; and the law-;, in admitting the principal r:g!it of leliing, may
withhold the additional one of felling duty free. It muft be obiervcd, that oar

ruvenues are raifedalmofl wholly on imported goods. Suppofj pri-'.e goods enough
fiould be brought in to fupply our wlude eoahi;nption. According to their con-

ftriiotion, we arc to lofe our wdiole revenue. I put the extreme cafe, to evince

more e^:tremeIy the unreafonablencfs of the claim. Tariial fupplies wouid af-

fifft the revtuus liut p.irtiaily. They weuUl kXn lh« tvil, but not the error, ef

: 1

• I,'

11

/(

H



I,
<J! 1

• --y

m

tYc fonllrn^i.'il. Atuf f I'.liese \v; may (.\y witli trnili, t!»r;t iicltlifr ivjrff

li.il ii ill coiitfnipl.ition, vvh-;n rc't:n'.iinc thi< i»rti.I<% to ;ihuu!ou an/ j'.irt of iu

Ttvinuc, for thctJiccurnnii^tr.ent cf i!if fea nMrvn of tbc other.

,Sl!i. Aunlnr f urctoi' con/^l.v!,-.i: wi'IiMr. t'cn.t, li..i b.-rn, that the Enf;lifh

tukc Fieiuli ;'/i!:>li i.-nt of An- rican vc'Lli, v. l\h he fays i< ngiinfc ihc Iti-.v tt

riatiutij, and ouf'.ht to he jjitvcnttd bj' ui. Uti tlic trr.tniiy, wl furpet Ir to

h.wc boon lon^; an criuMilVJ pT-nciplo of th: U\v of nvtiwns, that tlic yooiU of a

ir'f.v.d arc Ircc in an ciitmy'rt vcil'cl, and an »;nt'niy'5 foo'ln lu^vf'il j;rizc in tlx w^A
of a fricKl. 'i Iii; iuconvtiicncc of thi< ))rinc!j !-, \vhik;h fubjcv'li nuTchant-vcffcli

to he rcpp'.ilat ffa, fi'aithcd, lanl'ukcd, led out of ihtif cu'ifi.', hai irdncc-d fi vc-

ral ;v.'.t!i)ni hattvly tolliptdatc a;:;.i^i(t it by tfaty, and to fubJli;utc anolhor in iu

fttad, iIm«- frti; b'^ltomf. Ihall inrkc free- good:!, lud irniiiy hottrh-.tt, tiivniy {^ood'
;

a rule equal to llic oti.cr i'l pu;! t of 1(1'. and <5;aif',biit Lfs c pjin 'Xvc ta coniintrci:.

As far r.sit has been introduced, it drjv.uids on the treatii."i flipiiiatiny it, and form*

c.ucptitT.s in fpcii'.d cil'cs to the gtr.cial o}H:ration of tli" law of nations. W'c have

iiitic'i'.ccd it into our trcuiits \yith rrar.fc, Holland and }'niliia ; and IrcutJi j';occ»

fiund by the two latter nation'-, in American bottoms, arc not made prize of. It

is our wifli to cthiblKl: it with (ifl;cr nations. lUit tluM'tqiiiics their conftiit alfo,

ha work of time, <>rd in llie nitan while th' y have a ripht to aift on the geiic-

ral [irii'.ci^'ie, without j^ivin)^ to us, or to riance, caufe of complaint. iN'or do I

fee th..t 1- ranee can lofo by it on the vholc. Tor thouj^h flic lofcs Lr jM)od.-, when
found in our viifels, by the nailonr. with wl-.om we have no treatiei, yet fhe ^aiiu

riir good'., when foind in ihe velLlsof the fame, and all ether naiiuns : and we
bcliovc the latur n-.afs to he j^rcatcr than the former. It is to he lamented, indeid,

that the general priiuiple has operated fo cruelly in the dreadful calamnity whirh

has lately haj'i .r.Ld in ^^t. I)omini';o. '^I'hc inferable fiioitlvcs, who to fave thtir

lives, had taken afyhuu in our veiTels, with furh valuable and portable things •.;*

could be gathered in the moment, out of the aflics of their houfes, and wrecks of

their forti.nes, have been phmdered of thefe remains by the licenfcd fea-rovers cf

their enemies. This has fwelicd, on this occafion, the difadvantaj^es of the general

principle- that ' an enemy's goods are free prize in the vilVel of a frli-nd.' Knt it ii

rnc of thofe deplorable and unfortfen calandtier. to which they expofe themfelvci

v.ho ent;'r inloaftute of war, furn;fliing to i;j an av.ful lefl'on to avoid it byjuftice

and moderat;r;n, and not a C'.ufe or cncoura^enicnt to exre/fe our townsto the fame

burnin^^s and hutch..rie^, nor of complaint hecaufe we do not.

otii. In a cafe like the prcfcnt, where the miilionary of one government conflruci

difilrently from tliat to whiclihe isf.nt, the trea'ics and laws which are to form a

tommon rule of aelion for both, it v.cald be unjufl in either to chiim an exclufivc

right of conllruc'lion. Each nation has an equal right to expound the measiing of

their com lion lulis •, and reafon and nf.'pie have ciluMIfhcd, in fuch cafes, a eoii-

vcnitiiitand v>cll underllood train of proceeding. It i.s the right and duty of the

foivign niiUionary to urge bis own conflru'5.ions, to fupport them with reafons whivii

may oonv nee, and in terms of d- rency and rcfptcSl whieh may reconcile, the govern-

ineut of the ceuiUiy to a eoncuir>.nce. It is the duty of that government to liflcn to

his rcafoning- with attention and candor, and to yield to them when juft. ilSut if

it fnall IHH appear to them that reafon and right are en their fide, it follows of ne-

cefiity that, cxercifing the fovcrci;;n powers of the country, they have a right to

proceed on thcit own conftrudlions and conclufions us to v.'l-,atcver is to be done

within tiielr limits. The minifter then ref:rs the cafe to his own government,
alks new inftrudions, and in the mean time acqulefces in the authority of th;

Cvuntry. Hi? government examines his coi;f:rudlions, abandons them, if wrong,
infifls on tbeni, if r;,3,ht, and the call then becomes a matter of ncgociatlon be-

tween the two nati* ns. Mr. Genet, however, afliimes a new and a bolder
line of cendud. After deciding for himftlf ultimately, and without rcfpcd to

the authority of t'le country, he proceeds to do, what even his fovereign could not

auihorife; to put himfelf, within the country, on a line with its government, aC'i

a« co-foverclgn of the territory, arms veffcls, kvic$ n.cn, gives comraHlicni wf
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WW, indfpendfntly of thrm, nnd in direft oppofition to their ovders anJ cfTotfJ.

When the government forbids their citi/eni to arm and cnijaj^ .• in the w.u , h«r

cndertakei to arm and engage them. When they turbid veireU Ut he litted in ilicir

ports for cruitlng on nations with whom llu-y are a peace, he coinnnHioni, them
to fit and cruize. When tl.ey forbid an uncedcd jurillh-^ioii to be cxeicile.l

within their tcrri'ory by foreign agnts, he undertake* to uphold that cxercife,

nnJ to avow it openly. The privateers Citi/en Geacr and Sans Culottes, having"

been fitted out at Charlcfton (though without jwrmiirion of the government , yet

before it was forbidden) tl»e Prelidcnt only requned tiny might leive our poit«,

and did not interfere with tiieir prizes. Inllead, however ot their quitting cur

ports, the Sans Culottes remains ftill, ftrengthening and eijuipping her.ilf, :ujj

the Citizen Genet went out only to cmize on our coa't, and to bravt the authority

of th« country by returning into port again with her prizes. Though in tli«4

ktter of June 5th, the final detcrrnimntion of the Prefident was coinnmnicatcd,

that no future armaments in our ports ihoxild be permitteil, the Vainqu»ur de

la Baftille, was afterwards etjuipped and commlllioned in Charlefton, the /\»ui-

George, in Savannah, the Caramagnole, in Delaware, a i'choonei , and a Hoop,

in Bolton, and the Polly or Republican was attempted to be cquipi-nl in Nevv-

York, and was the I'ubjeifl ot reclamation by Mr. Genet, in a It •': wh.vii cer-

tainly did not look like relinquilhing the pi i"^ ice. ''h'. i.'s' K- oaral'. o' ".utle

Dcjnocrat was armed, equipped and manned, in the yr. t o<" .*• htlud^ilphia, under

the very eye of the government, and as if meant to inlul. it Havin/j fallen down
the river, and being evidently on the point of departure tir ;i rn;zt. Mr. Gcn.t
was defired, in my letter of July 12th, on the p:ir^ ofi'^ iT'ref.dinf, to detain

her till Ibme inquiiy and determination on the cal'e Oi "„1 *. hv h.d. ^'ec wi'.lun

three or four days after, fhc was fent out by orders fi <>nv Mj-, i'lcneL hinv'". ii', .'.ni

is at this time cruizing «n our coafts, as appeal » iiy ibe prctoit of the inaftt^r of
cne of our veflels mal-treated by her.

The government thus inliiltcd and fet at defiance by Mr. G jit-v. cornniivud

in its duties and engagements to others, determined Itill '.o (t* n ih' Jii proctej-.

ingj but the character of the individual j and not to htliev-';, and i*- does not be-

lieve, that they are by inftru6tions from his employ. .•)}. i'liey 'r. J. .il'uwd the

Sritifii Minilter here that the velFels already armed in theii; por' ;; Hiould l>e ob-
liged to leave them, and that no more fliouLl be armed in tiicrn. Vet irore hcrl

been armed, and thofe before armeil, had either not j^^one dvv'.iy, c gone mly to

return with new prizes. They now informed Ixim t):;!."- the oriier tor departure

Ihould be enforced, and the prizes made contrary to it fhrulii be r itor.'d Oi a,m-
penfated. The fame thing was notified to Mr. Genet in my letter o'" /\v.g ifi:

7th ; and, that he might not conclude the promife of compenfaticn to D: n] :;c

concern to him, and go on in his courfes, he was reminded that it v.-ould be a

fair article of accounr againlt his nation.

Mr. Genet, not content with ufing our force,, whether we vill or net, in uie

military line, againft nations with whom we u-" ..' prace, iinueriakes alio to

direft the civil government
J
and particularly inr the cxe \ tiit r. id itgiflative

bodies, to pronounce what powers may, or may noi be extrc«ii.\' !)y the one or

the other. Thus in his letter of June 8th, h rro^niles lo •el'jeift the political

opinions of the Prefidcnt, till the RepreftHt;.hvei )h>\U havf co.jfirmcd or rejeilei

them, as if the Prefident had imdertak*;n o decid'i .vhr.t belonged to the decifiou

of Congrefs. In his letter of J''ne i4,th, he lays more openly that the Prefidcnt

ought not to have takt-n on hiiuui 1 to decide on the ftibjeil ot the letter, btit that

it was of importanci? erout^'i. 10 have conlulted Congrefs thereon ; and in that of

June 2 ad, he tells the Preiident, in (iirecl terms, that Congreis ouglit already to

have been occupied on certain queitions which he had been loo hally in tiecid-

ing: Thus making himfelfj and not the Preiident, the judge ot the powwj ui'criU-

Id
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ed by the conftltutlon to the executive, and di(5>?.ti!ig to Ii:m the cccoficn when
he fiioxild eycrcilc the power oi convening Congrefs, at an earlier diiy than their

twn Sit\ had prclcribed.

On t!ie following evprelfions no commentary fhall he made.

July 9. * Lts princ'pt^a philolophiqur-s jMOclainees pir le Prtfidtnt.'*

June 2^. ' Les opinions piivccs ou pjibiiques dc M. le Prefident, ct cette egidt

ncparclfi-mt pas luliiii:nte."f

June 2 2 . * Le gouveincment federal s'cft emprtfle, poufH: par je ne f^ais cjuelle

iniiiicnce.'J

June 22. * Je ne puis at trlhucr dcs demarches de cctle nature qu'u des iniprcf-

fions etrungcrcs doni Ic ttmo ct le verlte trionipheront/||

Jui.e 25. * On pouriuii avec acharncmtnt, m vertu dcs inftruf^ions deM. le

rrdidcnt, Ics armateurs Fraii(;ais>.'§

JMXit 14.. * Ce itlus ttntl a ;'ccoir.plir )c ryllcrrc infirnal du roi d'Angletcrre-i.

ct (its auires rem (cs :icf (.iv.pUccs, pour iaiic perir par ia famine les rej)ubUcain»

Fran«;ais avec la lihcrtc.'ijl

June 8. • La lache abandon de fcs arris.'**

July 25. Kn vain le ililir de ccnfnvir la palx falt-il facrificr les intcrett

de la France a cet interet du n^omtnt ; en vain le i'o'ii des richcflts iVrnporte-

t-cl!e fur rhonn^ur dans la balance politicpie de TAmerique, tons ccs menagemcns,
toute ceLte conili-. tendance, loiue cette huniiiit'' n aboutinbit ii rien } nos enncmis

en ricnt, et ko I' ran(;ais trop confiants lent punis pour avoir eru que la nation

Aniericaine, avoir un pavilion, qu'eile avoil (juelqiie tgard j)cur its loix, quelquc

conviiSlion dc Ics tcrtts, ci qu'tllc ttnoit au kntin.tnt tic ladignite. 11 ne m'elt

pas poiTible tie pci'idrc toute ma i'tniibihte lur ce Icaiidalc qui tend a. la diminution

de votre commerce, a ropprcfl.cn dn notrc, et a rabaiflemcnt, a. I'aviliflcment

des republiquts.—Si nos concitoytns out etc trompts, i\ vous n'etes point en
ttat de loutenir la kHiverainete de votre ptuple, parltz; nous i'avons garantie

quand nous tiions elclavts, nous I'aurous la rcndre redoulablc ctaut devenua
librts.'tt

Translations of the Fiienth passages.
* ' The phiiofopku^'l prin ipla j tochiif/icJ ij ihe Frefulcni.\

f * T/v ofii.ioiis pi%-a'u or pibhc of tie I'rcjulcnt^ and this Egis not appcarhi^
tojoufiqUdent."

X * Ikefcdiral government has been eerg^r, urged hy I h:oiv not ivbat

vifuencej'

II
_

* I cannot afaibc nteofurcs off.'.is nature, iut to extraneous wiprej^'ionst over
vx'kich time and truth n.vi!l trinrfi/h.''

§ ' 1bey purftie ^x'AJ) ragi the I'rench pri-vateers hy the orders of the Prefident,''

f\\ ' Ihis rijuft/ le/uij to eiccompHj'h the injtrf:alfjf.em cj tie King of tnglar.d
and (f the other Ki/:gs, kis c.ciotnpUus, to dtfriy by Janme trefich fretrncn and
freedotr.''

** ' 7}:c coivardly alarJuiment of ihcirfriends.*

ft ' 7« yuin the dtfue to pnfir-ije peace /e.ids you to facrifce the interests of
France to this jntcrtst oj the i.cmnt ; in n;c:iii ihe "^thirst 'oj riches preponderates
against honor i7i tk,: political b( lance nf America \ all this managefnent , all ihije

condefccniicns, all ibis humiliction, end i.'i netting Our enemies laugh at it, and
ihe IrenJ:, too confdcnt, are funijbedjcr hti^iug bclu-ved that the American nation

hadcifUg } that it hadfane refpiSiJor its laivs
; fon:e cch'vi^lion of its force ; and

isctjt h.djome f.,ili/niiit of its dignity. It is not pofddefor jne to paint toyou all

TnyfenfiUidy it this fcr.ndal, %<.-hi'.b tends to the duninuticn opyour commerce^ tc the

cpinfion OJ CMS, and to the dcbafement and I'ilificalion ofrepubtics.
* (/ curjelta.v-citizens have been deceived, ijyou t.re not ut a condition to main-

iidn ihe fo'vertignly oJ your people, fpeah : ir;e hate guarantied it <i^k(n ic'f <iu»r
fluvesj -x'.v bionAj hovj to nnUir it rejpeiUbU biing'buomefrie^^
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We draw a veil over the fenfatlons which thefe cxprcfTions excite. No wordft

ran render them ; but they will not eicajie the iVniibility of a i'ritndly and nwg-
nanimous nation, who will do us jurticc. We lee in them neither the portrait

of ourli-'lves, nor the pencil ot" our friends ; but an attempt to embroil both ;

to add ftill another i»ution to the euemieii of his country, and to draw on bot!\

a reproach, which it is hoped will never Itain the hi'dory ol cither. Tlie written

iroofs, of which Mr. Genet was himieU the be:irtr, were too unequivocal to

eave a doubt that the French nation are conllunt in their fnendililp to us. The
relblves of tlieir National Convention, the k-tltrs of their Execuiive Council at-

telt this ti-uth in terms which render it neciiT;iry to feek, in feme other hypjthe-

ih, the iblutionof Mr. Genefs m.ichinations ngainftour peace and frier.dihip,

Ct)nfcious, on our part, of the Ihu'c friendly and fmcere dilpofulons, v/e caa
with truth affirm, borii for our nalion and government, that we have never
omitted a rtalbnable occafion of nianifelting rhem. For I v/ili not coniider at

of that ciiarcifter opportunities of lidlying torih from our porta to way-lay, rob,.

and nuirdcr deftntelels merchants and others, wlio have dotie Ui no iiijurv, ancl

who were coming to trade v/ith us in the confiience of our peace and amity. Th*
violation of all the laws of order and morality which bind mankind to,o;ether,

would be an unacceptable oflcring to a jult nation. Kccurring then only to le-

«ent things, after lo afllicUng a libel, we recoiled: with l'ati«ia<btion that in the

courfe of two years, by unce-.iiiii-; exertions, we paid up fevcn years aricaragi*

and inflalments of our dtbt to T'lance, wjiich tlw inefFicacy oi our firit form of
government had f^ttVered to be accumulating ; that |.:e;rmg on It 11 to the entire

fulfilment of our engagements, we have facilitated to Mr. Genet the efiect of the
jiiftalments of the pielentyear, tocuahie him to lend relief to his iellow-citi/cns

in France, threatened with tamine ; that in the firfl moment of the Iniurrection

wlucli threatened the colony of St. Domingo, we fte^ped torwaid to their relief

with arms and money, taking freely on ourleives the 1 ilk of an unauthorized aid,

when delay would have been denial ; that we have received, .xcoicling to our belt

abilities, the wretchL\l fugitives trom the cataltronhe of the prhicipal town of
that colony, who, tlcapjng from the fwords ami fiarne^; cf civil w;ir, tluew
tliemfelves on us naked and. houTelels, without food or fi iaids, money or other

means, their faculties loll and ablbrbed in the depth of their diih'eflt's j that ths

cxchilive admiflicn to fell litre the prizes made by France on her enemies, in the

piefent war, though unltipulated in our treaues, and unibuuvied in her own
)ra6'tice, or in that of other nations, as we believe ; the ipirit inanipcfted by the

ate grand jurj' in their proceedings againft thoi'e who had aidul the enemies of
France v/ith arms and implements of v/ar ; the exprdllon of attachment to hiw

ration, with which Mr. Genet was welcomed, on his anival and juurney from
ibiith to north, and our long forbearr.nce under hij grols ulir.pations and out-

rages of the laws and authority of o\u' country, do not bctpeak the partialities

intimated in his letters. Anl for thcie things he rewards us by endeavours to

fxcite difcord and didntft, between our citi;.eiis and thoTe whom they have tn-

trufted with their government j betwten the diticrent branches of our govern-

ment ; between our nation and his. But: none ol' theie things, we hope, will

be found in his power. That friendlhip wiiich dictates to us to bear wit!; his

condu^ yet awhile, lell the interelt of his nation here fliould Juffer injury, will

haftcn them to replace an agent v/hoie dii'politions are inch a mliirprefcntation of

theirs, and whole continuance here is inconfiltcnt v/ith order, prace, relpeft, ami
that friendly coiTefpondence which v/e hope will ever fubllll between the two na-

tions. His government will lee too that the calc is prcfTing. That it is impolliblc

for two Ibvereicn and independtnt authorities to be goint: on within our terntor

)

lepenc

at the lame time, without colidion. Tl.ev will forelee that it Mr. Genet
y»

per-

feveres in his pioceedin;;s, the comequeiices would be lb hazni'dous to us, the e?:-

finiple fo humdiatin^ and pciuiciouK, ilui wc may bu' forced even to fuijiend hii

li

H'

m
>. I

I.



i

t

I 68 ]

fan^lions before a fucccfibr can arrive to contimie them. If our cltlrens have

not aheady been fhedding each others blooti, it is not owing to the moderation
of Mr. Gcntt, but to the forbearance of the government. It is well known that

if the authority of the laws had been reforted to, to (top the Little Democrat,
iu officers and agents were to have been refilled by the crew of the vcflel, con-

fiding paitly of American citizens. Such events are too ferious, too poflible,

to be left to hazard, or to what is worfe than hazard, the will of an agent whole
defigns are lb myfterious. Lay the cale then immediately before his government

;

nccompany it with affurances, which cannot be Itronger than tme, that our
friencUhip lor the nation is conltant and unabating } that, faithful to our treaties,

we have fulfilled tliwn in every point to the belt of our undciflanding ; that if in

any thln_g, however, we have confined them amif's, we are ready to enter into

candid explanations, and to do whatever we can be convinced is right ; that in

oppofing the extravagancies of an agent, whole chara6lcr they fcem not lufficient-

ly to have known, we have been urged by motives of duty to ourliilves, and
juftice to others, which cannot but be approved by thofe who are juft them-
felves ; and, finally, that, after independence and (elf-governinent, there is no-

thing wc more fincerely wi(h than perpetual friendship with them.

/ have the honor to 0^, wth great ejicem and refpeSi^

Dear Sir, &c.
(Signed) TH: JEFFERSON.

Note, A topy cfthe fneeding Utter 'wasfent endojed hy the Secretary of State,

to Mr. Genet,

Philadelphia, Auguft I'^d, 1793.
JMr. Jeferfon Secretary of State, to Mr. Morris Minijler Fknifotcniiary from

the United StateJ to France.

Dear Sir,

'T^HE letter of the i6th inllant, with its documents accompanying this, will
*• fufficicntly inform you of the tranfaftions, which have taken place be-

tween Mr. Genet, the Minilter of France, and the government here, and of

the painful neceflity they have brought on, ofdefiringhi recall. The letter

has been prepared, in the view of being itielf, with its documents, laid before

the executive of the French government. You will, therefore, be pleafed t*

lay it before them, doing every thing which can be done on your part, to pro-

cure it a friendly and dil'paflionate reception and confideration. 1 he Prcfident

would indeed think it greatly unfortunate, were they to take it in any other

light ; and, therefore, charges you very particularly, with the care of prelentiiig

this proceeding in the moft foothing view, and as the refult of an unavoidable

Becellity on his part.

Mr. Genet, loon after his arrival, communicated the decree of the National
Convention of Febiiiary 15th, 1793, authorifmg their executive to propofe a

treaty with us, on liberal principles, fuch as might ftrengthen the bonds of
good-will, which unite the two nations ; and intoi-med us in a letter of May
a 3d, that he was authoriled to treat accordingly. The Senate being then in

jecel's, and not to meet again till the fall, I apprifed Mr. Genet that the parti-

cipation in matters of treaty, given by the conftitutiorv, to that branch of our
government, would, of courle, delay any definitive anlwer to his friendly pro-

pofition. As he was fenfible of this circumltance, tl^e matter has been under-
ifood to lie over, till the meeting of fenate. You will be plcafcd, therefore, to

explain to the executive of France, this delay, which has prevented as ytt, our

formal acceflion to their propofition to ticat j to aflTure them, that the Prefident

•will meet them, with the molt friendly difpofitions on the grounds of treaty

fropoled by the National Convention, as ^bon as he can do »t in the ioiim 01
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the conflltutlon, and you will, of courfe, fuf^geft for this purpofe, that the

powers of Mr. Genet be renewed to his I'ucceflbr.

Since my laft, which was of the 1 3th of June, your Nos. 15, a6, 17 of March
a6th, April 4th and 5th have been received. The public papers l«:nt herewith,

will give you the current news of the countiy.

I have the honor to be, with great rcfpeft and efteem,

Dear Sir,

Your moft obedient and moft humble fci-vant,

TH. JEFFERSON.
* NEw-YoiK, September 1 8th, 1793.

ad year of the Frei.^h Republic, one and inJi'vifiblc^

aitizen Gene:, Minifter Ple/iipotaitiaty, of the French Repuhlic r.u'uh thu Unitrd
States, to Mr. feferfon. Secretary of State of the United States.

Si r,

pERSUADED that the fovereignty of the United States refides eflcntlally in
* the people, and its reprefentrttion in the Congrels

;
periuadcd that the execu-

tive power is the only one which has been conhded to the Prefident of the Uni-
ted States ;—perfuaded that this magiftrate has not the right to decide queftions,

the dilcufllon of which, the conftitution relerves particularly to the Congrefs ;•—

perfuaded that he has not the power, to bend exilting treaties to circumllances,

and to change their lenfe ;—perfuaded that the league formed by all the tyrants,

to annihilate republican prmciples, founded on the rights of man, will be tlie

objeft of the molt l(?rious deliberations of Congrels, I had deferred, in the folc

view of maintaining good harmony, between the free people of America and
France, communicating to my government, before the epoch at which the repre-

lentatives of the peopl were to affemble, the original correfpondence which has
taken place, in writing, between you and myfelf, on the political rights of Fiance
in particular }—on the mterelts of general liberty ; and on the afls, proclama-
tions, and dccifions of tlve Prefident of the United States, relative to ohjc(5is

which require, from their nature, the lanflion of the legi dative body : however,

informed that the gentlemen who have been painted to me fo often, as ariftccrats,

partifans of monarchy, pirtiians of England, of hei conftitution, and conlt:-

qucntly enemies of the principles which all good Fienchmen have embraced,

with a religious enthufiaiin j—alaiTned at the popularity which was reflected on
the Miniller of France, by the alTeftion of the American people for the French
Republic, and for the glorious caule which it defends ; equally alarmed at my
unfhaken and incorruptible attachment to the fevere maxims of democracy, were

labouring to ruin me in my countjy, after having re-united all the efforts to

calumniate me in the view of their tellow-citizens, I w:is going to begin to col-

lefl thele afflifting materials, and I was taking meafuns to tranlmit them to

France with my reports, when the denunciation which thcfe fame men have ex-

cited the Prefident to exhibit agalnll me, through Mr. Morris, came to my
hands. Strong in the principles which have du-crted my condud, flicltered froni

every well-founded reproach, I expefted, neverthelel's, to have iound in it (bme

lerious allegations j but what has been my altonifhment on findi. g, that the

American people were more outraged in it than myielf, that it was fuppofed that

I cxercifed over them a fovereign influence, that it was pretended that I was
making them take a part in the war of liberty, tor the defence of their brethren,

of their allies, againlt the intention of their government j that judg.ncnts favour-

able to our interefts, rendered in the midlt of the acclamations of the citizens of

Philadelphia, by juries and by independant tribunals, have not been the expreirou

of a levere juftice j in fliort, that I was a power within another power. Such

ftrange accui'ations, proving only that the American people loves and fup{'orts

«ur principles and our ottufe, in fpitc of its numerous enemies j and that tX\9

I !
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pown- \vl\lch tl\cy <\o nic tlu* lienor to atfribute to me, is only that of gratitude

{hiig[;linj', I'i'.aiiilt ini'.ra'iiihlt.', ot" truth combating error. I will itricl no
othrr jiilliJiv-.iUDii ot uiy ciiuliifl. I will join only in lupport of the opinions

wlmli I i\u'.int to prottis, ii'nif writings which iiave b^en puhliflitd here, Inch

a-> tholi ot I- 1 Vitus anil ot Uilii.lius, Sic. As to theperlonaloutiagcs, as to the

iloi\l>t« whlih you iniintritc on my devotion to the unicn of the people, I have

jvaion to Ulirve tiny will ni^t make a great in->pien/;n, when the aufwers Hiall

he nwii n-il to, w!\\ch I mai'e ro the nunierous aditrcf which your fellow-citizens

tUi^;nul to pultiit ine : when it fliall be recollu^ted that placed at the age of iz

years in the bure.iu ot lo'.eign atlaiis, it was I who had the advantage ol contri-

Vuting to pmctraie the Irench with tl;e ipirif ot 1776 and 1777, by tranilating

into nur »iMi>i;e, uiul-r the dnv.^'tion ov n.y lather, then head of the bureau, the

puater part oi your laws :\v,d ottlie writings of your politici.ns ; that lince that

tpoeh, .'.Iwaysi l.uthti:l to the cauleoi liberty, I have rendered to the Air.tricani,

in the ditiVien: ur.ploynKnts I have had, all the ICi vices which depended on me
;

and that, in fine, ehargai to reprelenc the Frer.ch people, v.i:h the tirft people

who have prochnnuvl the rights of man, know.ng how far cur ancient govern-

nient had put liberticide (h.i'cklrs on the comnierce and on the intimacy of our

two natioi>s, I l.ave i^egleaevl nothirg to obtain, en the one hand, the liberal

tMiis on which the ntw bind* which the French people defue to contrsft wit!-.

the l'm;ul States, were to be negociated, in order that on the ether, the Federal

doverninent mig!'-t K- icnfd^lehcw urgent it w;s to occupy theml'eives promptly
i-n the cone luiion of this true family coinpaol, which was forever to unite the

jvKtical .u\d commerci.il interelts of two people equally objects of the hatred ct

all tyrants ; beilde*. Sir, whatever may b^ the rddt of the atchieven:e«t cf

which vou have renderevi yorr.el: the getieicus ir.lhr.m.ent, after having n:aJe me
lvlir\ethat vou wtie n'.v tnend, atter h.-.ving ir.ltiated me into n-.yheiies v.hicii

have ind-.'.mtvt my hatr^i aga.ntt al: thole who afplie to an ab:clute power, there

is an ad of juttvce, which the American jxcple, which the French pecpie, which
Ril flee pev^ple .ue miteiritcvl to reclaim ; that is, that there be maue a partiruiai'

in\^uuv, in the next t'ongreu, of the motives en which the head of the executive

\vwer of the L'nite>-1 States, has taken on h:m.eif to demand the recall or a pu'ji.c

mmuter, wliou\ the loveie.gn ^-eople ct rhe United States hrd lecctved traternaily

aivl ix\.V£;!ii£evl, befort ti;e dipiouutic fcnus had been fuliiiioi wi:h re.pcc't tj

him, at rhiiadeiphin.

It IS in the nanie of the French people, thit I am fen: to their hrethern—to
fitrr .uid lovere.gii men : it is then for tlie rcpre-aitarive* cr thje ^Ajxarrtcan pen-

rie, aixt not fci a lingie man, to exhibit aguinit ine an act of accJiSticn, if I

Cave I'.wrvted it. A dt.pct :ray ilngly pemut hinueif to ceiruna tr'.rn ar':;ther d^i-

pot the licali cf his repie.encanve, anu to order his expuiiicn in ca-e ot retiual.

T'\-S i« what the i .".pre s of RiilSa did with reipcft to cayieif, from Louis XVI.
But lii .1 fre« itacei: can.'.oc be ib, unle.s order be entirely I'vibvtitet ; unle.'s the

pev>ple in a nvccnc of bi ncnefs, chiues to rivet their retters, in malcing to a

fiiigle iiidividval, the •ibaii.ionmtmt of their moit precioua rights. I pray you,

then. Sir, :o plac< uixlcr t'se ews cf tiii; Pitlidenc of tlie United S;a:?i, tic de-

iUvu:d which 1 maite s. :'.< name of esv.::y, *o lav berare Congrei's rcr their

diicuiiica at tiw epoch when tbev ihili be ailcinoied bv the ;aw, if the grsat

<iKOt$ which cccupy t'le Umverti?, do no: appear yet ludicient :c haiten their

CJUvocat'.or-—-'(t. -\il the queit-cnj relative to the pciiucai right* cf Innc^,
jmdche Umtea States.—:d. The ^v.-'iei-vnt caies reiulting from our ttate of v.-ir

witii the pvwcrs c: who.i; 3cr> of a^^reiEcn I have informal ycu— 3d. The
kcad» o: accuation which the Minilha- 0: u:e Uoiteu Stares with rhe Frencii R:-

pubtn, u chargtu to e.ih^oi: ag:umk me, aiTU 3§-v.tut the coniliis waoi ciianc-

ftrr I* conipromurcd and cucvugvd, in the mcit '.cando.ou* nsianer, ror ha-;-

^

•beyoA .uptf-wf <j»'-«:3b wbith u ww ciidier m tl;eir pcwa: aor ia tu::< :;; rt-

1 i
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iroke. In this evpeflatlon, Sir, I do not cotifldor the dic^nlly of rhe Frrr.ch nation

as compromittcd by the extraordinary pofition in \vl*.h I fii\d nuii'lf, a» well ;'.•

tht* confuls, and I have to complain only ol the forms you have employed.

The executive council of the French Republic liail alio complaints of a very

different nature fro'.Ti thole alleged againft mc, to exhibit agiiivt Mr. Morris,

your Ainlvifiador at Paris : but penetrated with a jult linriment of r^jlpjot for

the fovereign^y of the American people, it recommendixl to mc onh; to r.iake ron-

fidential obforvations to you on the njcenUy of recalling this MinilK-r plenipo-

tentiary, accuied by the public voice of fafti ellabllllKd, but not by the rvpre-

lentatives of the people alter a regular enquiry, of having favortd as nrich as

he coulJ, the coune; revolutionary projects of Loviis XVI, of communlc ilmg to

him memoirs, in which he advilel him not to accept (he coiillirution } cf iv.iv-

ing hai n.) conne5lions but with ful'pe.^led perlbns ; of liavin;^ atVcJled the givatelt

comempt fo:' all thofe who fervcd faithfully the caufe of tlie poop'.e ; of iir.'.'ing

bem the chvnti'.-l of the coun els which con lu:b- 1 I.a Fayetre into rhe prifor.s

of Pruflla ; of having abul'eil the rel'pe6"l of the Frcncli p'jojile for the c nvoy of

the American people, to facilitate more iureiy tlie correi'i'ondenc>' and the eon-

I'piracies of all its enemies j of having Ihewn notliinj."; but ill hutno-jc in his w-
lai ions with the minilters of the French republic ; ul h ivlnr; alf.acd in v.ritin^

to them, to employ, in Ipeaklng of the executive of the United States, »jnly the

words ** in the name of my court," i'o fliocklng to republican ears ; of h;iviiic^

flemanded a pafTport the loth Auguit, 1 791, to go into Jhviland with the Ani-
balTador of George III ; and of having faid public'y, with a tonfidvr.ce which
the prcfent event juftities, that if the embalfy of the republic fliouKl l)e received

at Philadelphia, its exiilence and that of the republietiu cjufuls in Amerit.i,

would not be of long duration there.

I have already mentioned to you, Sir, fome of the'e imp'.itatlons ; hut, v.% I

have already told you, out of refpefl: for the fovereignly or the United States, 1

thought I ihould leave to their wiidum, the care of taking mealures, the uiofl

fuitable to reconcile their dignity with what their prudence might retpiirc.

Not doubting, Sir, that the jultice which I recpiire will he don;^ me, as well

as my co-operators, I ought to inform you, that I am about to have prin'^cd all

my correfpondeuce with you, all my inltruflions, and all thofe of tlieconiiils, ia

order that the American people, whole elteem is dearer to hk' than Hie, may
judge if 1 havi been worthy or not of thcfratiinal reception which it deigned to

give me; if in all my official papers I have not exjueilLT.! my refpefl for that

virtuous nation and my confidence in the purity of tlieir fentiments j if I have

infifted on a fingle principle, which has not been fupported iluce, by dcclfions of

ihejuriea or tribunals of the country ; if in a6lingand in »xprci]ing mylclf v/ith

the franknefs and the energy of a republican, I have attacked the conftltuticjn
;

if I have ret"u,ed refpeol to a fmglc law : in fine, if, in rcclairiiing with all f'le

HrmneCs which was pre/cribed to me, the faithtul execution of our treaties, I

have not endeavored to encourage the federal governnKiit to employ the only

mcins, worthy of a great people, to prtferve peace and to enjoy the a.lvan;aj;('S

of neutrality—an ulehil object, not to be o!)tained by timid and uncertain nxa-
fures, by premature proclamations, which feem extorted by fear, by a partial

impartiality, which lours your friends without fatlstylng your cncmii's, but l)y

an attitude firm and pronoimced, which apprifes all the powcis that the very

iegltiniate dcfire of enjoying the fweets of peace, has not made y.ni forget wiiat is

due to jidlice, to gratitude, and that without teaiin;^^ to he neutral, you m ly ful-

fil public engageiiieiits, contrafted with your friends, in a moment when you
were yourielves in dang- r.

I will aniwer more in detail. Sir, at a proper time, to your violent diatribe
;

but it contains one fact on which i muit no-.v give you txpl-nations. You arc

wade to reproucU mc v.'ilh having ind»idc;tly given to mv cAcial procc-uln^,*.

I I

I
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• foneof Mtlftur, wli'n |» liJi Indvued :i Iwlicf, that they did not know, in Fiancri

• iilii 1 my «h.ii;itt(r <m my ».i;inn(ja. 1 will till you the rcalbn, Sir : it is th:it

• |iiitt' unil W.IIIII Itlooil Milts with rupidity in my vcinii ; that I love paflionately

Illy iiiiiiiliy
i
(hit I iiiluit! the caiilr ol lilxTly j that 1 am always ready to f'acriiice

my lilc lo II ( thut tit IIU-, it ;i))peui» inconceivable, that all the enemies of ty-

i.iitiiy, ihut 111) viilutJiik niui, do nut march with us to the combat j and that

%vhrii I tiiid,.iii iniiiltice i^i dniie to my fellow citizens, thattheir intereits are not ef-

|it>uudwilh lilt /I .il whu ii thiy mirit,no conlidcratioiib in the world,would hinda-

rilhri my pen oi my idii^uc lioin tracing, Ironi exprefTmg my pain. I will tell

ymi till II wiihdiit icirii miy, that 1 have been extremely wounded, Sir, ift, that

i\\\; I'li'lidnii ol till' Dmtni htatt-s was in a hurry, betorc knowing what I had
til (iiimimi to him, on tliep:irt ot the French Republic, to proclaim kntiments,

«iii whuli iliniuy .iiul iViciuKliip flundd at leall Iv.ive ditwn a veil. ad. That
III dill not Ipt.ik. til me at my Jiril audience, but oi the iViendfliip of the United
biair* liiwuidN Frajice, without faying a word to me ; without anouncing a
liiii;lr inuimiut in v>\ii levohiuon } while all the towns from Charlefton to Phi-

Kuii Iplii.i, h.id mule the .iir ulound with tluir moll ardent wiflies for the French
Kipublu . \, riv.it he had reteivftl and admitted to a private audience, before

lUY .iiiiv.il, NiMilli'^ and raUui, known agents of the French counter-rcvolu-

tu>mtt», \v!u» have lliue li;ul intimate relations with two members of the federal

i>>vv>umeut. 4th. I'h.vt this tiilt magiltraieof a freepeople, decoratetlhis par-

h\i\ with eeitsin nK\!.dlions of Capet and his family, which ferved at Paris

iu Iij;i\aU ot ulKiih',. 5th. That the tirlt complaints which were made to my
juinUvoiUm on the .umauHnts and prizes which took place at Charlefton en my
ill I iv.il, \>eie in t.icl but a p.u.ipluajc of the notes of the Englilh Minilter. 6th.

Thai thi- J\\ut;uy ot \\ .u, to wlioin I conmuinicateii the wif:i of our govern-
nuiUi ot tlu- Wmviw.ird llLuuls, to receive promptly, feme fire-arms and fcm;
VAivnoii. whuh might put into a tlate of dctcnce, poffciricns guarantied by tli«

i'uitul States, h.ivl the tiont to a;iAvc: me with an i:cr.icai caicieilhefj, that the

puiKipU* ett.ilvhihul by tl\v' rutkient.d.d not ^xnnit him to lend us lo much at

u jMitol. I'ch. rhat the Sevi-etarv of the Tira:ur)-, with whom I had a con-
>eiv.uiv>ii (Ml tiK- pio^viltu-n wl-.ich 1 hac uuiUc to convert aimotl the whole Arre-
»u.in o.vbt, by iv.CwUU ot an ojvra: ion of fin.ir.cc au:hcri.ed by law, mto £our,
tivw ^i.iitv, uUcv! pro»:;ior.s, and other objc'cls cf which trance had the moll
I'u-thi;^ ixwi. A'.dv\l tw ::.» :vtu:al which he ha>i aLtauy rude oficiaiiy cf favcring
thu aiiai'iivUKiu. thv jxdt.ve dcclaiaticn, that even if it were practicafcle, the

I'nitai SI.I.VS cocU no: von;«K to it, hecau^e Erg;jnd would, no: ra.i to cccilder

th:* e\(.i.Kn\un^\ uiuibcr-.ttrcQ: tuiniilted to a uaticn v»ith whicii tiK is at war,

»> ,u» aC\ ot hoilLUCv. ith. That by uuti\.ct.v:ns -.rem tr.e PrtUvicn: ct the United
Jk-Uvs, cijv AisKt'.cau c.tueus who rucked tboiuclvcs under tat banr.ers ct Fnnce,
ki\e Ixvn j.»;\'.cvutevi aid a:!-cllsd ; a c:;rae igoir-it .berry uixea:\i ot, oc «L:..h

a ^uu;ou> iiM ^vpiiiar ;uiA jvwn«:c\i with ecilt the ccfenccri ct tiie 'c*lt c: cau cs.

%ti». Ihut tucoiJi^-etem. tivlnaia-s were tvitered :o raxe ccgc-iarce ct faciti :t.a.

U>iv tv {Hiiv> wiush ucif.es .nwu.vt ti\cm «.\^rt»Ly trcni ^c.ng ; tiiat en the

4< ^.novMtv.g'iiCiK ot t.h»:u ai«.onrp«jicnor, tAis proptrtv, aci^Uireu bv -ie nsa: c-f

M»ai
, ^^.u ;.ws.':n rivui us. t.ia: u vw.»s thougjt uu of,* tl-.a: our ccciuis prursitid

ajjauut ttK'itf iivjtvidiv aCl->. aau t:u: ^s a" t'vurd :or hu cevor.cn to lus :u'y,

t«H: oiW at bc.tou \v,.> aujji ..coev. .i* a mx.c -Ctor. icrij. rhoc the PrtLcct
ot '..iiv Laitcu Siicvv, twA> cu 3^:n:ci: w givs re our s-satics aib.ararv ottcrrre-

tiiCAM<»f 40io»Uvvvy sw'UC'aiy ?j covir true "en.u, anu hat '^v j. ler.rs or viec:::i:r.s

>*Oiv'l iity '*vujv; h.ivt; us rccrive as :iws, .:c .ert Co cchur xut3nii.ncaULn '.»

J»
:
.ii>v.x> -vH ^ic .^'^-'^^ '^^

'W*^' ^r -he tiraiuix uik v_:nipateu in righcmg rcr t.c .r.-

•e^iivrtive s,*t roel. mi cxm ^va^.•s, ';mxc t^nr ^iluicrr tavanrigc or brjtirnc JKu tiic-lr

WH.* :hv ^t^.t.-^ •Ji.:cc JO du..f waeir.ev. witiwut jtsnj acie re jai thtrm. i:'o.
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Convention for openliikj ov.r ports in the two worKls to the American citi/.rns, an I

prantiii.'; tlic iamc I'avors lo thtin, as to t!ic 1tciicIicUI/;l':i>; ailviuitu;';i', wli'ili will

cafe! if there be a continuance to triNit us with tiic l.iinc i;ijiillicc. iztii. 'I'h.it

h' h'ls cUf;rr>.'cl in fpite of my rofpec^l'ul infwniatioj'.s, to convoke Coninrl's imnu:-

ili.itcly, in ortlcr to take the true fentiuienti of t!ie prople, to fix the pohiical lylh-nx

of the Uiiitcd States, anJ to i!cci(!c \.hLlI.cr ili; y will brc;ik, fufjKinl <ir ti)',lit< i»

ihc'ir !).uuU witli France; an hoiicPc mcafiire whiih wouLl h;'vc avoidcil Id lii'i

Ldcral government nuich cont;-a'.l:clio;i .'.nJ lul-.tcrfiif^c, to me much j—in and I'.il-

j^ult, to tliC local jiwvcrmncut'j, erabarraffuunts, In nnicli tliu j^reatci', wi ihcy

found thciniclves plinedbctwecn treaflc*, wi;icii are laws and deciiloris of the f--

d ral i.Tov.riiment, v/l'.;:h are not : in fi'.'.c, to tl.c tribun:;h,iluti(.s lonii:c!i the nidre

j.ainful to fuliil, as they have been ol'icn under the nccclliiy of givin;; jud)',nR:i;»

contrary to the intentions of tlic ;:o\.T:iincnt.

It ivlu'.ts froni all thelc faiti, fir, that 1 could not but hz profoundly afTcded

wiih the conduvll t)f the Federal Government towards my country, a coiiHui',1 li>

contrary to what tho will of their l'over.';;;;n, to what the proceediri;^^ of mine
javc iiie rcaion to cxpcvft : and th.at if I h.'.ve (hewn iirmnefi, it is Invaul'c it v/a»

iui'.it'pcnfabk- that my reiiftatice fhould be e.-ijial to the o])prcni:in, to the iiijuftice,

which wOiC in (ippofiLion to the inttrciU cuiifided to iv.z; it ii, tiiat it wai wtX i.i

'.iiy character to fpcak as many pcnple do, in one way, and aiit in another ; to have

ail ol!i:ial Liv;,nage, and a lan^aiaire confidential, 1 have doiic Rridlly my di:*y ;

1 h.ave defended ir.y jjround, and 1 will fufl'er no precedent a;];ait:lt any of the ri^Mii.

of the French people while there remains to mc a breath of life ; v^Jiile our tv/y

renahllcs fhall not have changed the bafi-i of their political and conuivjrcial relati-

ons, vh; they Ihall not have pr.rfuai.-d the American pco)>!e that it ]> more
^antageou^ for them to become infenilbly the flavcs of Enjjland, the pidllve tribu-

laricr of their commerce, tlie fport of their politics, than to remain ilie allies •:'

the only power who may be in-creflcd to defend llieir fovcr(.J;',i;iy and tlieir inde-

pendence; to open to them their colonies, and to their riches thofe markets which
double their value. If it be to this that tend all the ma:!.:n-;ions let in motion

a!j;ainft the French republicans, a;id ajwr.it their friends in the United States : if it

he to attain this more conveniently, that they wifli to h^vc here, itiltead of a de-

mocratic amhalTad-jr, a min'.iler of ihe antient regimen, very complaiiant, very

mild, Wi.ll dilpofed to pay his court to people in place, to conform himl-.If hli:j lly

to whatfocver may fiatrer their views and their projects, and to pn.fer above all

to tlic modeft and fure focicty of gtod farmers, plain citizens, honeft anifan-i,

that of dillinguiihedpcrfonages, who fpcculate fo patriotically on the jiublic funds,

on the lands and paper of the ftare, I know r.ot if the 1 r^n'.h rep'^Siic f.an find

for you at this day, luch a man in their 1 '^fom ; bet in all ev;;.t,, hr, i ran aflurc

you, that I will prefs very ilrongly, its government, r.o facnfu: me -j.ith'jut hrjitatit.i^

if this ir.juftice offers the leaft utUity.

Accept my refpc<rts,

G £ M E r.

Note. This letter wa> on? amon.^- f.v.ral others whi.h v.-crc received at »hc

Secretary of ftate'j rfBce in Ph'ia'i-.lphia, there formed into a packet, S'.pt. y.^

addrcffcd to him, and forwarded by pcfi to Virgigia. i'-y fomc accilrr.t of ih«

port, they (lid not get on to him in Virginia, were return. 'i to i'iJihdriphis, /:;«

thsr* received by him »uly in? :d day o: D'.;txb;r.
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T'li , y^J'tfo'ii fii.fiiity af Sl.ilf, la ATr. llu.iimjnd^ JMin'Jhr VUni^ioUnllar^ "f
(Jrr.it-liiitjhi,

Sr.',

I
AM IiotH p-.l \vi;'i yotir's cf Aucni!! ,^cili : miiv'of ll;? 7tli of th:\t moiuh af-

lintd y(.ii, tliat inc.ilurcs were takiii]"; lor cxcliiilin;i; IVom ;ill I'lutiu'r myliiin in

or.r ports, vtHu-Is •.•.rmcd in tlirni, to criiitc on nations v ith v.li'.h Wi: arc rt peace, imd

f.M- tlu' rtflor;.t!r,n ol' i!if pr zcs, llu: Lovily Lnl'-i, Trircc Willi;;, 11 M(.:;;-y, x\w\ tlic

J.nic of l)u!)tiM, ;m!(1 tiiat llioii!.! llie nic;iliMTs iV.r n llitntion r.;il in tln.ir elll'-t,

the Prdident cou'idcred it as iiicunibcnt on tlic United .';t;itcs, to mukt; tonipeiiili-

tion for t!u- vini.Is.

\/e are Imuiui liy vhx treaties witli tlnvt 01 the lulllj'crent nations, /.• nU tit

r::,ii:s ill o.ir fzii-r, to protect ami <!c!"enil lluir vtfieU and eficcls in our ports or

vatefs, or on tlie liar. iic.;r our ihorcs, and to r,.'>.()vcr, and re'lure tiic I'anic to

the ri<;ht o.viicrs, wbtii t.jken from tlicm. If all the means in our power are

ul'jd, and r..il in t'.uir tlild, wc are not hound l)y our tieaties with thole n;'.tion'«

to lu.iki. e<)nipcnr..tion.

'l'hou;?,ii we have no funilar treaty with Gicat-Eritain, It was the opinion cf the

rri'liueut, that we Ihould ule trv, ards tlr.'.t n.'.lion, ilie funic rule, vvhieli, under

thii article, was to y;ovtrn iiii wiili the oiher nr.tion.i , aiul even to cxt-nd it to the

captures made cti the hly^hfcusf andbrou;^ht into our ports, il done by vclfels, whicl*

had heen arrnedwiihin them. '

liavi:i^'^, lor particular rtaloiis, forborne to ufc ii!'- I.:: ireans i:i o:r piivcr, frr the

rcUitution rf tiic three veHels mentioned in :uy letter of Auj.Min; 7th, the Prdi-

dtn' thoujijht it ir.cunibent on the United States, to xr.ahe compcnl'ation for them :

and thoui.'.h nothiuj^- was iaid in tliat letter, of oJier vcficls l;iken \\:\u:t like cir-

ei mllaiv--, and breu,u;ht inaft-r the ah June, and /v/i.'r tleilwi nj i.l.it ' Utr,

yet, wlierc the lame i'lrbearau.e had taken' place, it w;..-, and is hii opinion, that

conipculation w ouKl he equally duo.

As to prizes made under t^u lr..nic circumflancc, and brought In c/ur tur o\'!i

•/ .'v.;.' .'..'.'./•, the rreildent ditcrniiued, that ;dl the mrans in our povser ihould be

lied for their relUtution. If tliefc fail, as wc (hould not be bouml by our treaties,

to make comperlation to the other pcwcrr, in the ai aloti;(iUi cafe, he did not mean
to give an opinion, th;;t it cu;ji.ht to be d. ;ic to Grv?.t-13ii;ain. But flill, if any

eales fhall arii'e i'ubieouent lo that daie, tlie cirruuillances of wiucli fli;dl placvr.

them on l:ni;I;ir ground wiih thole before ir, tlic I'reudcnt would think cem-
peniation eoually lueundjcnt on the United St;ite?.

?'.iiUueUcns are <.^Iven to the jvovernors of tiie dilVc rent l^ates, to ufe all the nutans

in their rower, for rcdcrir.;; priiies of tb.is lali d.e:"cripl;on, found wi'.h'n their

jioits. 'I'hough th.ey will, of courie, take mcafures lo be informed of them, and

the gener.d <;over!;mc:;t has giv'-n tl'.cni tl.e i^id of ih.t cuibim-houfe olncer.-., tor

thia piupole, yet yau will be feuiible of the importance of multiplying; the ch?.n-

ncls v<i" their Infurmatiun, as far as Ihall depend on yourlelf, or any perfons und>.r

year ciir-.Cticr, in erd.'r tl'.at the ;;over:'.ors may ufe t!ie n-eans in their ji^Aver, f(,r

making rcili:uuon. \\'i:hrut ku.nvkd^c of the capture, they cannot rctlore it.

It w'U always be btfl to ;.';ive the notice to them diriclly ; but any inforni;ui( n,

which you ihid! be plealee to fend to me alio, at any time, fnail be forward-.d t»

theni, a* quickly as dillance will permit.

Hence you will perceive, iir, thai the Prcildcnc ccntcmplates nj^itution or «w-
frnfjti-.t, in t!-.c cuiLs before th: 7th of Au^^uft, and .r/i.-/ th;'.t date, rcftiivrion, if

it can be etVccled by any means incur power : and that it will be important, that

)cu ilieuld iubuiuui.'.te the fact, th;;t fucii prices are m ourp. rts or waters.

Your lift of the privateers iilicitly armed in cv.r ports is, I believe, errrecl

—

With rcfpeci to lolVes by detention, yri[\t, fjieliidon, fuftained by v.flels takei

as before nKiitieued, between tl..- dates oi" jur.-.' 5th and Au;;uft 7th, it i<rrc;' ;-

ed, us a pr-.>vilionai mealure, that tb.e culU :tor of the cult onii nf the diltri.^^ ar J

ths iJ;i;iii; Cvai'ui, cr at./ axkix peiica yea f I'.afe, f.:all : ppoiiic ^KfioK. t(j cUnl-i.!*
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he value of tlir \cKA and cur^rn, at the time* of Iier ciptrire and of l:er arrival m
thr port into which j'lc !•* hroii!i;iit, accordim^ to ;h; valui: i;: that p.)rt.

It thi-- *!vdl h- ajrrecubjj, aal you will he jilciiijd to Pgniiy it tome, with t'lt

names of the prizes und<rflood to he of thi>* defeription, iiirtn'.fl'osu will h.- giv.n

»ccordhi!;ly to the eoileil.-r* of the enltonn, where the relp.'ili.e v^rill,. me.
I have the hoi'or to he. i^.v.

j i'. V r ]: II .S (J 11.I 11

l'M[i.ADri.Pi!i.\, ."it'' /.v;.'/^.T 7, 17^.'.

I K,

,. IXDING hy theproref!;} of f-vcr-.d oftho Cunftils of rra:i:c;—by tlieir adver-

:- tilcni»rui in tlu" ]n.hl'C p:ipers, and other proc'edinj's, and by other iViTiriiiit

t( (limony, ih'it they el.».:!'.i, ;.nd r.rj cxe/cllin!;, \vi .liiii the Un'tjd ."^'t-.ti'-i, a [-eiijr.il

aJmiralty juriidiillion, and in juirticuhir, I'iVirne to try t'v: validity ef prizes, and
to give I'entence thereon, tn judges of admiralty ; and moreover, that th'-y ;.re un-

di rtakinp; to give coianiiirmiis v*illiinthi* I iiited St-ah's, I'.nd to enliit, or '"H'oiinrrii

ti'.v i.iliilMiviit oi" nnii, ir.irivcs or ii:htt'ii\',:n'i of tlulV 1' to ti;n'.:nit htjild'U

on narions v.'itk v/hom the l.'n'.tcd .St.:tes are at peace, in {WvcSi oppofition to th-;

laws of the land. I have it in char'.';e, from the Prefident of tli'? Ignited States, to

jvivt: notice to all the cmi'id' an:'. vice-conru]:< of 1 rar.te, in the United ^"atci, a, I

ji^ifhy do to you, that il'any cl thr:n ilr.ill eonr.nit any of the aeHs before r.iii-tinn-

f I, or all'mn.' any j'.iri.'dicliun not txprtl-ly jMven by the convention betv.ic.i

.''ranee and the United .'-tatcs, the Exequatur ofth<! confnl fo tran:!';reniiij^, v, lilhe

innnediat.'l}' re.Mkcd, a.,ii his pcrfdn lie fuhmitteil to fiieh profccutijiis and puniih-

mcntaus the laws may prelcri^'j l>r the rate.

J have tlic hcncr to be, &c.

'In: J i: V V i: RS O N.
f"'ti/-.'n Frani-o's D.ipont, Confid. rhi':;delplr.i.

Ciliz'.n A'lo'fi'onier, Vice Coiiful, IMaijland. »

C'ti:'^!i Alanccurit, Cenlii!, C'!i:irlcff( n.

'i he ciiiiicn liae.teuve, Cciafu'. from tl'.c Republic of France, at New-York,

I'liiLADF.i.i'iiiA, Sf/iltr:hr ()'/ , I ;<>,^.

UTr. j,;f ij'jh, Scxrdjry of State, to My. Cc-ct, Ilhiijlcv ri.-.ii'^daflhvy of Fmnri,

Sir,

IN my letter of Jure 25th, on the ful-.jeel of t!n! fliip WiU'.ant, and generally of

v.-ffels fiicj-^tiled to be taken within tlie limits of the protei'lion l)f the United

Urates, by the armed vv.freh of your nation, I uiidertouk to alVure yon, it would be

more a;;reeaole to the Pit lident, that fuch vel'els ihouM be detained, under iht

orders of yourfclf, or the ConfuU of France, thin b/ a militavy g'.'.'.rd, until the

povernmcn'i: of t!ic United States flionld be able to enquire into and de-ide on thf.

lael-. In two feparat':- letters, of the 2ot<i of tiio fame month, I had tliC honor to

inform you of the claims, lodged witjithe executive, far the f.unc fliip Wiilitun and

the brig Fanny ;—to enclofe yoa the cvid 'nc:, on which they v.-c; e founded, and

J') dciire, that if you found it juft, yon would o'-djr the vei'".:l.s to Ijc (ijUvered to

the ov.'tiers, or if overweij'Jied, in your judgment, by a-iy contra ii'^trycvid.tice

vlilcli you might have or acquire, you v.-ould do me tliefavor to c. •.nmiinicate that

cviiience, ::»d that the Confuls of V'lance might retain the velTeU in their cuflody,

ill tlienv'-an lime, until the Executive of tlr: Ur.itjd Stat.v; lliciild lonlukr and de-

ci.I • iinaliy on the iiih;cc!;.

\V''hen tliat mode of i>roceedIng wa"> cinfen*ed to for your f'.*;;! faiflion;^ it wa' by

no means invignied it would b.ave oc:aIioncd liuh de'<\y-i of juHiee to tlje indiv.dunU

itit-rclled. 'Jb.e rielkknt is ttill wirhoiit ioformatiop, either that the v.jVls in*

rc'lored, or tli.a yuu have any evidence to offer as to the place ef captare. 1 win

ihererop-, Sir, to' re^'-at the r:-c]uell (.f c-rly information . n thi; fuiijcet, in order

ti'itif any injury LaiLe>;n d.»ne t^iafe int^re.led, it may be no !i>u;;'-r i!j^';jriv..tvU by

Ai-l.ir.
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the intention of the letter of Jivii* jjth, haviri':; heen to permit fuch vejTd* f
iJin;iin in the cuflody of the Conrul-, inlki'l of that nf a military gunril, fwhicli,

ill the c.ifc jf the fhip Willi \m, iipivarnl to have hccn di! i^^-cciible to you) the in-

dulp.ince was, ofcourfo, tn he unJcrfhood, a'' y;oiiM» only to call'i where the Kxccn-

tivc nii'^ht take or kt'op jionininn with a military k"'1''^. '"'<' ""t toInterfLre with

the autiiority of the courts oi jullitv, in ary cu'r svhrrf in ihcy flioulil nriiu-rtakf to

n*5t. My letter of June 19th, accoruinf;iy, in the r.inrc calc of the (hip W'illian-',

informed yon, thit iio
]
ow. r in this ooiitUrT ouKl t.i':e a vr(T':l out oT tlic cnfioily

cf the courts, and that it v.'a* on'y hr/:>',il': tii; y d •rldrd not to take cognizance of

that cafe, that it frlultcd to tlie Kxc^ntivc to interfere in it.

Conf qncntl; this alone p;it it in their povfr to leave th'.* vcfT^l in the !ia;i<!-. of

the Confu!. 'I'he courts of jufLijc cxereil.: the fovcre'; nty of tliis conntry, in ju-

diciary mat'\"rs, are rnprcnir iti thc'e, and li:.hlc nciihtr to contrr)! nor oppofition

frof^i any other hrani h of the povcrnmcnt. We lr:'ni, however, from the crvlofed

paper, that the Ccnful ofN«w-York, in the firll iniliincc, and yr.urfclf in a fuhTc-

cjiient one, !'orhidanoit:.'er of jv.l.irc to ferve the proc^fiiwith w!iich he was charj'ed

frrni his court, on th ' nrl;i{l\ 1) -i-r William 'I'cll, taken by a French armed vtflel

T.'ithin a mile of our Ihorcs, as has been depofed on oath, and hroupht into New-
York, and that yon had eve:; jr'vcn orders to the French fqiiadron there to protect

the velTel again'! any p'rfonwho iliould attempt tota':c her from their cvfl oily. If

thi» oppol'tion were rounded, ns i| there lUifgcfte^l, on the indultj;cncc of the i'.ttvrs hs-

fore cited, it was txtfidin:^ that to a ci-.fe not within their purvieu •, and even had
it been precifely tlu cafe to wliieh they were to be applied, is it pofliMe to imagine

you might alfert it, within the body of the cov.ntry, by force of ur.iT^?

I forbear to make the obfervaticiii v/hieh fuch a meafiire muft fng<;eil:, and can-

not but believe, that a moment's reHeOioii will evince to you the depth of the error

romniittcd in thls^-.j^pofitirn to an oiheer of juilice, and in the means propofed to

be reforted to in A;]'port of !.'.

I am therefore diargfd, t» declare to you exprcfsly, that the Preldent cxpedtj

and reipiires, that the officer of juiticc be not obRruc^ed in freely and peaceably

frrvinj; thi' j'ro'tis of his court, and that, in the mean time, the voffel and her

carj;ohe not AifTered to dep'rt, till the juilieiary, if it will undertake ir, or himfelf,

if not, (hall decide Vvrltclher the feizurc has been made within the limitsi of cur pro-

tcClion.

I have llie honor to be, &c.

T II : JEFFERSON.
PiiiLAnEi.rniA, Srpta/:!'^)- 9.'/', 179.V

Gnal-Drittii/i.

I
Il.Wr, the honor to r*knowlei'':;c the recr'pt of yrur tv,'o mcmrrials, of tb«

4th and 6th Inflant, which have been duly laid before tiv; Prtfident of the United
.Stales.

You cannot he riiirformcd of the circumuances which have occafioncd the

French fquadron, now in New-York, to leek an afylum in the ports of the Dnited
.'Itaiiij!. Driven fr(;ni tliofe wheie they were on duly, hy th? fuperiority of t' -

advcrfc party, in the civil v.ar v>hic!i has fo urdiappdy aill'i'k'd the colonies \ i

I'Vanrc, iilled with the wreteicd ni'^iii •;
, from th? fimic fccnc-. of diftrt i? and de-

.folition, wliho-.u water or provlfions for the fliorteil voyajre, their vclTels fca-'ceiy

in a condition to keep the ff a at all, tlicy were forced to feek the neareft ports in

Avhicii they could be received and fiipplied wi;ii ncecflaries. That they have cv«r

hsen out u;j;ain to cruife, is a fact we have never heard, and which we hflleve to

he impoflible, from the information received of their wants, and other impediments
to active lervicc. This rvS^ has been not'-d fperially, to fhev/, that no ineonveni-

«icc could Lave been produced to the trade sf the other bellijeivn' powers, h/ ilie

fully

iiuiie

in he:

naiio.i
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at len

to Ai]'

'Fh:

the i'er



77 1

ficfcnrr of thi« fleet in oar lnubouri.— I fliall now prftcfeJ to more goiienl

ground.

France, Enj/land, ar.il all other nations, have a rljcht to cniife on our coaft* ; si

right, not iU-iivi.il from our ['ormiflio.i, l>;i'. I'roiii tlio huv of tuitaii'. 'I'o render

this more ad.Mntajjcous Frr-ncc hn^ fccuii: i to hcrfclf, by treaty with us (a* ilie

hasal(»ne alfi), Iv/ a trca*;,' with Great Britain, in the tvjiit of u war with us or any
otiicr natio i) two fi>ecial rsfhts.— id. .idraifllon i'or her prizes and |iriv.itcLr;into

our ports. I'hi*, by the XViUh and XXIld articK-H, in f' cured td ii r e^clufivdy

of her cii'cmlci, at is uon-j for her in th • like c^fj Iiy (Ircaf-Britain, were her prt

-

fent war with us, inftead of Great-Britain. ?.d. AdmifTioii for her jnihlic vellels of

w..r into cur |u" ts, in cufoi of fhef* of weaih-.T, j/irate^, tnttnies, or other ur>i;ent

iicteiTity, to rlVefli, v; tua!, repair, S<c. 'J'his i« not etclui'vo : As we are bounil

hy trouty to re.eivc the piibli: armed velfeh of Viar'tc, iind arc not hornid to ex-

cluiie thofi; of )icr enemies, tl;e exectiti^fc hive never ilcnied the lainc ri_;iit of afy-

lup.j, in our j'orts to tl;e public •,'r)Ti..d veUelt of your nati< n. Thy. as weil ai

ti'.e Fie.ith, are frt.- to co.hj into them, i-.i all c.\fes of weailijr, pir.ucs, enemie*,

«>r other i;r;!;ent neeility, and to refrclli, victual, rejuir, ^c. And !'o many are

thfie ur^>e:i; nexiTuits, to vtf'"vl3 far fr-^tn their ov.'i ports, that we Ii.ue th.-mglit

fni}tiirics into the natur.', a<-, w.ll as ;!ic d'^ree, of their necefl'itics wiiich drive

them hither, as cndlel'sai t!icy would be fniitlefj; and therefore have not nir/le

them. And the r.:ther, b.c lufe thnc- is a third right, fecured to nrither by treaty,

but di!c lobotli on the prin'-.iples ol !ioipiiality between friendly natioms,—that of
eoniiarinfo our ports, not ii.iiur th~- /inftn' of ur'^enl »ecrjjl>\i^ but whenever their

comfort or eonvetiicnce induced then.—On this ground alfo, the two n.;t;on3 arc

•)n a footinjij.

As it has never been corirclvcd, thnt either vvouhl di-ta'n their fiiips of war in

our pcrt.i, when rhcy were in a condition for ail^ion, we have never coneeivcd it

,icceirary to prefcribc aiiy limit* to thctimf «)f iheir flay. Nor can it be viewed ai

an injury to cither party, to let th.-ir enemies lie idle in our port.->, from yc-ir'sj ";n.l

to year's envl, if they rliulie it. 'Miud then "h: public Hiip, of war of both nations

enjoy a perfciil equality in our ports — r(l, In v.res of urgent ncccdity—zd. In cafe*

of comfort or conveni'M)':e—And iil, in t.'ie t'mc thoy chu'.'e to continue— Aiid all

a friendly poner e;in alk from tuuithcr i:, to c.ttena to her the feme induljjencies

which fhe extendi to otlier frler.dly powers. And thr.uj,h the adin!iTn>n of the

prizes and privateers of France, is cxcltifive, yet it V, tiie e.Tcel of treaty, made !ong

•.ij;'"j for -valuable confidere.tions, not with a view to tlie prcfent eireuniib.nces, nur

.•i/amil; r.ny nation in particular, but all in general; and may, tlierefi-ec, be faith-

fully oblerved, witho'tt oiTeti;e t-; an/ ; and we tnem faithfully to obfervc it. Tlie

lame cxeUifive article has been ftijiulated, as was before obferved, by Great-Britain

in her treaty wlih France, and indeed is to be found in the ticaties between moll

nation-?.

With r-^fpeel: to the uAirpatlon rf admiralty jurifdIeT;ion by the confuls of Franc?,

within thefe llaten, the honor and r',Thr^ of the iVatci themfelves, were fuiiicient

motives fur the 1v;i>ciitivc to tiKe- nieaJares to prevent iri cotillnuanec, as foon ai

they were apprifed nf it. They have br^en l-l, by paitieuiar conlideratio-.js, ti>

await the cfic.il of theil- nieafures, bcii- vinj; tliey would be faflieient ; but iiiidinc:,

at len;^th, t>ify were not, fuvii otlv.-rs have bee i Ltely taken, as ran no Ioniser fail

to fupprels thisirre;.';'a'r.rity complete!/.

'I'he I'reiident is duly i'enfible of tlie eliaratler of the reT- of oppofition made to

thel'erviee of le,^e.l proeef* on tile h:\r William 'I'cll, and lie prefumes, the repre-

fentation'. mideontliat iuiij'ed, to the. MinnKr of France, will have the clTe»ic of

openin;^ a free accefs to the ofTicer nf jul'-ice, when iie Ihall again prcfertt hiiufelf

. -w-itli liie prectp; of his court.

1 iiave llic iionor to be, 5cc.

T K : J li i- F E R S O N.
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Ml. J'J"/'-'^
S.-»t:l.i y »/ '...tf, io Mr. 1\ih Vci^L!, jV./..V..; (/ i!,, LViUJ Sahm

Until,

Si I-.

IHAVi: t!.c honor row to aL-krowIcigc the receipt of jroiir mcmcrl..! i4' ilic ^ili

iiiJunt,

Vou Cunnot Vr \ir.!nf(irmfil of tin? rircuniranfi \\h\c\\ Imvr orPnp.otKvl the Frcii'-h

fpatlron, now in Ncw-Voik, t«) uck aiuib Itiiii in ili |i(/!ts dl" tla- Uii'tcil .'•(;iU'*

;

iJrivcn from thof'.- where tluy were on (li;ty, by thi- l\t|i. i uiriiy ui flio i-ilvirl.; \i;\r\y in

the civil war wliich has I'o unhappily uflliilvil ilio •(hiiiir>. «if I'n.iKT, lillid with the

wrctdicd I'lij ili^cF. from tlio fiimc llcntstiiMirtni'* ;iii(l jlcrul-.stirn, wiihci't vvatc*- or

j^rnvilions for t'lc 1inrt< ft v.iyngc, thiir vilVils iVar \!y i;i a coiulitiiii to lu c}> tlic ivA

iitaH, tl.vy Mrcrc lorti.! to fc.k the licartll ports in whicli tli>y coirul hi' uccivtil

und ii.jn ici-l vith ntnlTuric^. 'i h:<t thty have ever bicn out ;!;;i;in to cruitc, is a

i\<'\ Wi' l> ivi ni'ViT hcarii, ap'l wli'ch v/e bfliijvc t<j lie iinjuidibli', ircm the inFonna-

tion rercivcU ((!' their \v;.:i'.s, r.ntl otln » iiiipcthnunts In uOlivc li.Tvirc. 'I lis calc

lia«t been noted rpccially, tofhiwthut no inconvtnIi.iu-c can hive been pni('.uccd to

the trade of tho oth-r hcll'^^^cr.nt powin, by t!-.c prckncc of ihi-i licet in our l;ar-

bov.rs. ! iV.-.ll n(.\v prnccw-d to n-.orc jf ncr;-,l trroiiiiJ.

j'ranc*^ llollaiid, h\\ a'l other naiions, liavi.- a r'fjit to cr.iifc on otir coafls ; a

right, nt' d'-rivtd from our pcrmillion, but from th:- bw of nuiin-c, '1'.) riiid r

this more r.'ivr.f.t.";;'-'cus, I'n.ncc Iiusllvurcd to iuifi'.l', by treaty v.itli un, tvc f)><>

tial ilvliu— lH. Aunilllion ffif licr prizi'^ and privateers into our ports, 'ilii', 1 y
iht Xviltli and XXlId article i ol our treaty, is fccurcd to licr, cx.IiUvely of Jier

eiKmij.s, and there Isa falvo of it in iur favour, in omtuaty witii the United Ne-
thcrhii I'M.— 2d. A>!ni!niia! for her public vtiiels t-f war itto our port';, in c;,rcs of

i^refs of vventlur, pirate., eneniies, i-.t other iirjiint ncccllity, to refn lb, vidnal,

repair, &e.—^"J'his is not txclufivc, and i* fecurcd alfo to the United lst-therl.ind<,

by cur tnaiy witli thun. and thtir ptdilic amcd vcFels t'.te accordinT;ly free \o

ccmc into our j'lirtH, in all c;;fes of weather, }un.tc:., enemies, or other nroent iie-

ctJlit'', and to leftelh, viOlual, rcpidr, &e. Aiid fo many are thefc nrgcnt necciTi-

tici, to vefVels far from their own port*, ti'.at v:z have thouj^ht (I'qiiirics into thr

natai'C, as well as the tl:.:;r','e, in the neceniticr. whieli drive tliem hiiiier,as tndleli

US they would he fruitlei'», and tl'.erefore have net made ihtm : And tiie rather, be-

eaiife there it* a third rif^ht, fe-iue/'. to neither by treaty, but due to both on the

principles of li'.fj.ltuhty between f.-lcnd'y nations; that of comiiij;; into our ports,

not un.icr the prr-Jj'.ire if try/ni tu-.^jjity, but wheiii-ver their conn'"<>rt or convenicticc

inclines then.. On thi"; •;,; ound alfo, the t^vo natiuns are on a footing.

As It has never been conceived, that cither would detain their Ihips of war in our

port«, when ti-.ey were in a condition fur aeTion, v.c have never c(>nrcivcd it ncecf-
'

i.iry to puf.'ril;e any lir.iiis to ilie time of their flay, Ki.r can it be vicwtd as an

injury to cither party, to let their enemies lie idle in our ports, from year's end to

years end, ifthey chiife it. 'thus then, tlv.- public Ihip,, of war, cfboth nation',

enjoy u )) rfei'l e(iUf*lity in our ports— ill. In cafes of u--j\i'tnecfhity— ad, In raf s

«if comfort or convenience

—

^.vnd .'^d, in tli'.' time they r huic to continue ; and ail a

friendly power c;.:i alk of another ii, totxtcnl tolicr the hmie induh.'.encie:. wiiich

Ihe exteuvls to other friendly pow'cr.^. And thon;';K the rdmihion of the pri:'.fs and
privateers of I'r.uicr, is erclufive, 'v t 't is tlvj ^Wiil of treaty, made long ;:,",o, for

valnr.hic confuier.itions, iie.t witii a view to jireftiit circumftinires, nor a;>;iinll any
la.tlon in pr.rticulr'.r, but all in pmera!, and may, therefore, he faithfully ohiervcd,

witliixit i.>i[\ nee to ai;y ; and we nu;'!! faitlifully to oM'erve it. , And llils 1 ;::, been

cxprefUy admiitcd, ;.^ was before obierved, ip. our trei'ty with t]ic United Nether-
lands.

With n fi'i 'T' to tl'.c ufnq":t!on of admiralty jurh"die^tior,l)y the coiifuls of 1 ranre,

within thefo Rates, the h(i!ior and ri; his v.i tlie iiatrs t];vmfelvts, were fufii.!_r.t

motives for the executive to take mcalurcs t'.i prevent its continuance, as fcion a»

ihvy v.\r: ^^lifcd of it. Tliey have been led, l;y p;irlicuhir conlidciatii'i-i, t*
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•jwau thoffTc'il oftlirf.' m-afiuTi, hellcvmif tli< y voiild lip fufruicnl ; Iml f!»ul'inr,

41. U-ii'Tth, til y wvrciiot, Inch otlicrshivc bt.n l;it.ly tuhiti, a» k.m\ no I'>«!t,^r full

to luii'rd' tliib iirc^'.;Lrily ci)M.i-lLr> '.,•.

I \\A\<f. flu: lioiHjr to '.(•, f:c.
'1'

II : J j; ! r T. K ?^ O N*.

N.-.w-VoRr., ^1/* 9ftm!>fr,

I'l jiii'of tlii' Fiv ikJi Rciii.iit!c.

*17.:' C'!izfn(J-ttt, I\T 'l-r Ph-v>^ i^nlt.n'j p:-iuh- R.'^nlU: t>f Pr^.r^ h I'oe UnUtA
S\.:,^, tu .Mr.'JeJJ'iijMt a.jieUr^ 'J' St.!l: / tht (Jnt. ' .'itjlfi.

S I II

,

{IIAVl. itiH: ulfcoviTfil tiio inoil JioirlM-j ir-nrjiirary v. l.lch hr.*. !'r:n f'rmfil

;ij;.iiiiU the artn>. of tliu liwicii Rc;>ir.)lit; : I l:u • jnft ctiivovi imI tli- wlmlc il- 'V

.uiil ull the jjroof,, of the iiifcnui! plot, v liich for thc.'V two nnni'lin. ikrain.'d thw'!

I'lciuli fijiKulnui in yM.r ;ii,rts, in a flalc oi jiulilly: —of th:.t }'l()t vhich t!itt;i-

f.m.(.l, not only tlic liifirty of our viiTv.li, 'out ul.ii 'i.u of ovu' co!.,!ii il ]ifiiVi IIkmis.

'I'hc traitor<( (killiaiil ;uul 'I'anj^i'y, ami fcvvral Vr villyiiis, not futi'-ii'd v/iih

h.ivinp; i'ai;i'..l, at S.iiiit l;()ir,ii,ri.i, the lj)illin;; of lI.^ Moo.! <\ an iii'.mcurc rif/iKr
ot" I'coji'

'

;—not iatitrii'il with Iiavitif; then.' citurnl ilio ^l^^ or aMiIli..i.l t') ilu- Kt-
jnilillc, cont'crted here, ;'.t lJ..!tin:crf, und at l'l'.:l.ulc!j>iiia, th'' iTojod of hrli.,-^:!!;;

our forces to i-niicur with tinin in the c'c<'i;al)!c plan t^iuIiMud by ihcfe nii'w,

whofc crinus h.ivc i-iufcii thcni to ike their counrry, t'» return to St. l)<iniiii,M),

for ilie }nu;)ofe of renewing thcrj the hnrrcrs aiv.l mi-.lrirtiines vlii.-li they liavc

iJready Ii.ul eonnniit.'il in liiat yilaee, I have hien infcn'nieil that tii fucotj'.i whieli

ill.' ciilon.'ft-; of this place promiied to thcmfelve* was ncthin^.^ ICs tiijin fouinKJ, h<

w.is that, the e.xeeiition of "..l.;»;;i ha.; li;uly l^cen .'.''.enipteJ in t'"j \v':K"'wa :', iil.uuii,

Vil'iin a jirojiofed alliance wiiii the tueiaies, now at war wli'i the n public,—tJic
jMi?,liih and the Spaniards.

I'ran^e, Iir, in iucli i iivumf^incc^ lias required In T'.iirop.'; nf the r I(;h!)o;ir!r.j;

power-;, tli.it they oppofc every prep;i!.i'!nn wliieli may he attemriwi hy the 1 iui«

}j;rants in their dominion'. a;:;aii!:i her fa'ety. S!ie pxpcdsfroin a frieiu'ly and allicl

j;(>veninieiit, tliat it will he liiliuient to notify t!i:ni of the plots formi!i,>; R:;ain!5:

lier in their own territory, in order to ol<tain fri»iu them all r.roper ni ans to fnp-

yixiA t;!..ni. 1 iiave elleOled the iiilarin:n{if of the vclf*! wii'ei) wa< in ihe 'inotl

alirniinj>; Hate of rtluUion ; but the i.iT. igatc.rs of It have ilcd, r.nd I !v:'.rn that

they are jpreadiiig over the contliie.it, vvlierc they cuunot but It very injurious, us

v.\ll to the traiu^iiilUty of tins, as to the intercfl: of their own eo'in'.ry.

I iherei'ore reqiietf tlie federal j:,ovcrn'.r.eut to tahe the niull fje:dy ur.d cITicrct-

•us nicafures to have them arrcfted, and thereby prevent tlieni from eoinniitting

til • crinu ; w!ii:-Ii th- y niij;ht attempt 'I'li;' ;n)Vv.ri;r'r and in:ip,'llr"'y 01" New-
York have ill'ued warranto a'.ainli; CJal'j.uid, 'ra:'v;"iy, L'onfeieacc, and L':mnc ; but

they ha . ,; i ach efcaped tiie.ieT ivityef the perfon.* feiit to ajiprehend li;i 111. The traifo'-*

ily the punifhnient reierved for their crimes, and donbtlcfs will crnpioy thcml'-dves

tn new means of ex:cutin,:^- the jilots they have formed a^aiud I'runce. 1 luive

Jiofuive information that iliey arc ]llil v.itliin tin' eonfnu's of tin; United Slates,

and, as the warrants of Mev»-Vorl£ cannot be iVrvrd out of the b'.>inid<? of the

Hate, I p.irtJciilarly reqiiell front the federal g\i.-crnnicnt auainPn thefaid Caniaud,

'J'an .-.ly, Confiience and L'onne, of whom 1 fuVn'In a di ("ei iiMion, orders nrarrrd

which ihall extend throu-ihouC the ec:;t:ne:;t; of the Un;'., d Stat; ;, I alfo reo;:. ft

that the mod ihicl and lleady attcntiua maybe had relative to the plot i I la\e

tnentii,ned.

M.iy this fijMr.il ael", leaving no doubt a.s to the Hnrerlty cf th." wIHics of the

EH'e.-ninent of the United Sf.'tes, for ibo fiiceefs of the Frtneh Repiblic, cntife

«'il the tr;utor.; t(. tr..ial)le, whom rr/clleem for -j:\\r coun'.i-y I.i '.'; ict! me pe:h..p»

ttc muvh tu d-.i'pilc, and vviie avuii tlu;ulelve» «i' the acccf» \>!iieii ijae kiiidnfli

lil

f^\

I
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ami hofpitalitv of your nation offer tiicm, to confpire within its very br/bm, ;inJ

in the circli- ol it« moll elevated pcrfonages, againft Trance and the general Irctdoni

•f n.itions.

« E N E T.

Phi LAD EL nil A, Sr'<trmL'r 12, I 79:
^If. J'^'''/''",

.?fr;v/j,v of Jl.:if, to A.'r, Gti.it, Alhiljhr f<Iinij.otuUiary ij 2'ic:;i.t,

1

;ir.-t,

HAVE the lioiior of ynur litter of the Cth iiiftant, and can affurc you with
y^.il truth, of the rcadinjfi and zeal v.-itli wliich tlie executive will roncur, in

prevciii:n}>; within tlic limits of ilie Tnitcd .States, any pupariition of hoftilititi

ajjainll i'lancc or l\tr eo'onies, as far us this can be cffvClcdhy the extciition of that

portion of the jiiiblic po>ver, with which they are invcflcd by the laws Your kt-

tcT rti|r. (Is the arrcll and Jehvcry of 'ran;.\uy, fJaihai'd, C.'oiifv:icnrc ar.d Doni.e,

cliaped from the ihip Jiiplt-r, and from ti;e puniilmient of erinus conmiitted

rgamil: the ri])ubltc of l-raiicc , and alio that neccflary meafurcs be taken, to pre-

vent thctarryinp into execution, certain plot'i ff^tmed by them and <.thtrs ajrainft

their eov.i\try. 'Ihefe two requilitions fland (Ui difTcrcnt ;;riuuul, 'I'lie laws of

this country take no notice of crini'-s conimitLed nut of tlicir jmifdiet ion.

fi .ittioeious offindcr com':!g withi.i thair pale, ii received by ih'ui as annio

cent mnu,

Th
inno-

ai'd they have authorifed no one to feize or deliver him. 'i he evil of pro-

tcding n;-ilcf:u?iori of every dye, is fei.fibly felt here, as in other countries; but

intii a reform icion of the criminal codes of moil nat ions. to d'. liver fiiirit fiive« liom
them, woulil be to become th'Mr accomplices : the former therefore is viewed as

the lefi'tr evil. When the coi.iular convention with FraUvC v;a.5 nndet confulcration,

this fubjtdl was attended to : but we ceuM aj:;ree to go no further tli.'n is done in

the IXth article of that inftrnmcnt, where wc agree mutually to deliver up " cap-

tains, olhcers, mariners, f.iilors, andi'l other perfons beinjj part of the crev/s oi"

vcfftli," 6^c. nnlcfs theref(-rc the jirfons before named, be part of the crew' of

fomc veflcl of tlic Fren..h nation, no peifon ir.tliis coi;!;try it authoriled to deliver

them up, but on the eontrary tlicy are under the profedion of tjie laws. If they are

part of the crew of a vcfil I tlicy are to be delivered up, but then it happens that

the diilri>fl judn^e of each ll.''.te, is by the law of Congrci's, made the competi nt

perfon to execute this article of th;. convention, ani confequeMtly each within hi*

•wn flate, and no one overall the ftates, fo that as criminals ihey cannot be ;;iven

up, and if they be of a crew of a vcfi'el, the adl of C'f n^refs has not given autho-

rity to any one officer to fend l.is procefs through all the Ihites of the Union, 'i'lic

other branch of your requeil is more completely provided for by the laws, which
authorife coercions as to expeditions formed in the territory of the United .State*

againll nations with v. liomtliry arc at peace. If tl-.ereforc you will be plcafed to

give me fuch information as to pei fonsand places as may indicate to what points the

vipilviice of the oHicers is to be diredlcd, jiroper meafures will be immediately ta-

ken for preventing every attempt to make any hofiile expedition from thofe (latci

againfl any of the dominions of Trance, the ilronger the proofs you can produce

and the more pointed as to jierfons, the Itrongcr will be the means of coercion

which the laws will allow to be ufed.

1 have not yet laid thi*- matter bef(n"e the PrcTident, who is ahfent from the feat

of government, but to lave delay which might he injurious, I have taken the li-

berty as tb.e cafe is plain, to give you this provifory anfwcr : I (hall immediately
communicate it to the I'relidcnt, and if he (hall dired any thing in addition, or

alteration, it Ihall be the fubjedl of ario.ber letter. In the mean time I may vcu-

lure tokt this be cyiilidercd a* a ground for your proceeding.

I havw tin; honor to be, &c.

T H : J E f r fi R, S N.

the)

^*lk,
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Pun .^ncLPHiA, Se/!f/>:'n 12, J';g^.

Mr. y'tf* /<"> S(i:n!^iry 9/ Sl.iU, to Mr. JL. /.!!.' j;i, Hi.n.'u.y 1./ i/jc U'n.r/,,; .

Sir,

IIIWK the honor to cnclofo you a paprr dcHvcrcl mo by Mr. Boiirnonville, c.n

\\\i part oC the M'm'lcr of I'muci.:, lejlaiinii!'); ajfaiiin: thi' utiiiiip,i.l of tnnn..i>,c oil

ilic vciTcis \\ Iui;ij i-aivic lilili»;i fnvm I'ue WLil-iiuiii s, in th'jir lute caliuiiitv— It li

iji.-il, that thi-y vvi-r; diivui out of thtir hiuiHiurs hy fupL-rior force, r.ui ohlijru'd

to p'u to iea without uatcr or iioro.i, and therefore, to niakc the full j.^rt!, wl'.re

tlij) iMiild he ndic" d ; wh!c!i cnmlitute, in rli<:ir opiiii.m, ihol'e eircuniilai.ci.. of
dif-K'is ..i;d iic>;eiruy, which e.\\.':r.}i' vcheh-i Ircm thi; p-iyuK-nt of to luv.i ;;•.. 'I'iii*

c.'.fe belongs to your dei'ariuient. I tike the liberty, in the ab'cr.ce of the i'ri:fid;.u:,

a. id to ^,).\i. ilnie, to iranhnit it to j.u diix\.'Hy, for your confideration.

i have ilie honor to he, i'-cc.

Ti:: jEFFERoON.

NiiW-YoKK, 9.4 f^f/>l.vrlfr, I?';.",

id year ox the H.-pubi'-: oi 1 r.ince

CU/\.jii Gtfuel, I^.lin'jler PL-nrpottiii'trry cf if': J^c'tt/Hii: (if franjc; to Air. Jjf'^'j1"y

Sicrviary of Sh.U of I'jc UniUJ S1j.\s.

S I R,

I
AM cliarged tocon-.munieatc to ynu the dccrj'.' rendered by th« Natlrral (";)n-

v.ntion, on the 13th of Aprillali, by vvliich tliey declare,
"

'I'hat the Ireneh

f'ople (liall not :ntcruieddle, in any manner, v.i'.h the (government of oti'.er powers,

uii thnt tiny will not fuffer any power to intennnldlo with the li.terior a-lminillra-

tion of tiie Republic, and pronouncing the penalty of death on whoever fiiall j>ropor«

to nejro date or treat with enemy powers, wdto *^r>dl not have fukmnly acknov.

-

lcJ;rc(l the huh pendenee and fovereii;nty of the Vreneli Republic."

WJien iheFrmch citizens, by the example of thofc of America, have thoi:;;ht

proper to elhddiih a government foimded on ^he rij;his of man, it wa^ to be cxped-
tfd, thit they woidd rind enemies in all thnfe, ambitious ami eager for authority—
in all th'.'" ca!>ln;ts in wldtii M •i-lii.ii>f'''f»ic is honored ; and wdi-7n the French pc'-'pL-,

foi.red, fatigued v;ith the dark machinations of their enemies, their public alLac's«—

.

(he infults contained in the ae^f of the defpolie courts—iif governments tending to

monarchy, ha-;e thought proper to repil tiiJr p^rliiirs, by acls marbcd wi;Ii tiie

Uamp of loyalty, gr^atiiefs, pbllorophy, even at the inftant their vile enemies re-

ported that they wilhcd toannikilate all the governments—todeP.roy ail authority

—to fpread trouble and confufion tlirouj^hoi.t—as if t.i oppefe a provocation, was
not a natural rij^ht ; as if a great people, vicHm of the partictil.ir hatred of tl;e ;';o-

vernment of another peojile, had not the right to retaliate their fears, to enlighten

them as to their errors, and to endi.av(;r, by thefe pleafant and juft means, to ward
ilT great misfortunes, even to prevent \iar. IJe this as it may, the Naticyi'a! Con-
veinion iias thought it u duty to aiVi.re the friends of hun\anity, and to iliut the

mouths of thei." enemies, to proclaim the intentions of the rrench people, whofe
agents will lliew, in every circimillincc, that they know as well how to relpec'l

r!ie laws of other people, as to defend thofe of the brench nation, and to malu.ula

iheii rights.

Accept my refpc»I>;, GENE. T.

M...\i ici:Li.o, IN Virginia, 0<:7. a, I79,^«

Mr, y^Jfttfoit a.'tr^l/iry oj" Jl.:lf, in Mr. (Jcul, AHiiijlur pleiiipulciit'uiry of fnuui:

Sir,

I
WAS honored, ycdcrday, with your letter of th-^ 14th of September, covering

tlie eommiilion of the Citizen Dannery, to be Confid of tlie Ue]>ublic ol Trance,

at Bofton. I now lay the fame, by ieiter, before the Prffident, to (d)tain his

KYccjuvitur, which will be forwarded to yni \v:th th;: ionusiilion. ' be (.Actpiutur

111
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in ihndt' cx::.lly rcfnmciifuratc wiili tlir commifTion : liut I np]-ri^.( r!(!, rjict nei'her

is fovvltli ilir iiilcntioiis of the Executive Council, who prohaMy did not mean to

c-onllnt tlic tiiniilioiib of JVlr. DiiniKry to the townlhip of RoCon. Sliould this be

the call-, y(.ii v, ill he ftnnhic of the cxyediincy rf r.btaining for l.ini, as tavly as

jiod'lilc, a iRw coniniiilinn, i!Llininj>: tl.c liir.;ts of h!^ i.flicc, as c\t*.iiilvely as they

mean In' fliall (m iiifcthfm, to which a new exequatur being adapted, their huen-
tions w ill hf fiiliillcd.

Satihiiid that errors in tlicaddrtfs of their comniifTions, proceed fn^m a want of

iniiniai) vith our conflitution ; no difliiiilty h;' ; been made, on lluit accourt, in

the cale of the prelcnt tonimillion. JJut it is my duty to remark to you, that, by

«)ur conftitution, all foreign agents are to be addnlFed to the Prelidcnt of the

United .States, no other branch of the <roveinnient being charged with tlic foreign

connnunications. 1 have no doubt you will draw the attention of your gowruintiit

to thiscircuniftancc of form in future coniniiffions.

1 have the honor to be, &c.
ill : JEFFERSON.

CJEORGK WASHINGTON, ruEsiuiNT of the uNiTtn states or America,
ro Al.I. WHOM 1 r MAY CO.VCIRN :

'"I^HJC Citizen Duunery, h;'.vi:ig produced to mc his comniiilion, as Conful for

J. the Republic of France, at Bollon, I do lierel^y recognize him us fnch, and
do declare him frte to cxercife and enjoy fiitii tundions, powers and privilcgis, ai

aiT allowed to ConfuUof the French Republic by the laws, treaties and conventions,

in that c:!l'e tna'lc ai:d ]'rovid( d.

lii Jelliniony whereof, 1 have caufed thefe letters to be made patent, and

the Hal of tl;e United States to he herei'.ntoatii\ed.

Criveo ir dcr !"y hand, the day of , in tlie

yf."r of .»'; I ord one tho'ifand ieven hundred and ninety-

thi'i", .wi'.' rlu hj'Icnendcnce of the United States of America
. iu^ht-.i.n'n.

13y th.; Prdi'.'.'.'nt,

T 1! : JEFFERSON.

t i ,,

!

!

lii

" OcToiiicR jd, 1 79 J.

Mr. y'lf"/''") S.:y,.:,y f S ut, to '"!". Di'plji':.', Vied Ccnful tf Frame, at Bojicn.

Sir,
Ali'i'tlLXriC -';:'; ••m?t!'n 1 1 irif: rereived, that, under colour ef your ofTicc,

as vie; conlul of th'' Kepuhlie of I'r nee, you have, with, an urmed force,

oppol'ed the courl'e of the ' iws of li;e land, and rci'cned out of the hands of an ofti-

eer of julHce, a veflel \ "ieh he had arreiled by authority of a precept from hi»

court. The rulidei'.r of the I I'ited Srntes hu'^ eoi'lidertd it as inconiiftent with the

authority of the laws, and the rcf;>ed v.'hieh it is his office to enforce, to them
that you (Iv rid any Knj', r be pcrnifted to e\ercii'c- ihe fundions, or enjoy the

privilegi"., of vice co;- ii: tlvfe iMiited h.atcs ; and ha,^ therefore tkought pro-

per, by thelctreri". patciit, of whi::h I ei;:Iol'e yon 'a copy, to revoke the exeq-.'ntur

heretofore grant.-d ynu, .'nd to make the i'anic public. I have the honor alio, t»

cncloic cojiics oi the wVidcnce wht-reon thi» me:.fure iiicunded.

And to be, <?cc.

T u : JEFFERSON.
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"I'HK PRhSIDP.KT or 'ITIF. UKn'iO yi'A'lT.s OF AMUR'CA, f*.

To TiiK ATakshal of our DimRicr o. [M.vs;* \ciiv ii; j i\s Oii h.h I)i rury,
G R F. ET I N C :

WE cdnunaicl you, thut yr.u rcjili'vy tl>»: jtixmIs m\A cl'iict'I; T' lliiV, imv. viz.

A certain Ichcoiici- ci'lKd t'nc \Jriy'u)uiit!, ol tl\i; luirthtii ol inrtj foiis, or

t}i<*reiihouta, whcrcdf Jolin Honry Mill v.an late iii:i(lc;', lojicthir witli I or !><),
f,

ri}i;<.^iii<r, t;uk!c, apparel, u;id riui.itiiif wl-iitrocvcr, alfo the c:ir;o ( 1' laid i. hi.ciur,

now o:i board the lame, couiHiln-vof I'.i'fcty-five thoulan.l matluivl, in l.u'.lv,<(i'i,il

to four Imnurodhair^'ls—Tlic lime j^nodsuiid cl».iitv.l bi-I<ini^iii|^ to .\!'. saiui^'r J<i y-

UKT and An.lri-w Ikl:!icr, of Halifax, mi the pr')v'.!i(.\- of Nova-H' oft:«, mcri^^tKitits,

now taken and dctaiiud by Ltwi-; liiiiMianmc 1 clix i,aiim<,fnc, ci" UoPfi, in laid

diltriiil, at Bofton Lar'ioi.r, fo called in iJollon aforiluld; a!;d I', in iL!;vcr i;iito

tlie Add Ui-yincr and Be!ch?r; provided thj fame aie not laLui a.' I d''ia!n'<l upon
nuan ])roccfs, warrant of dillrefs, f,r upon txcci'iinu, a' liie property nf tlic laid

Brymcr and iJelchcr ; and fummon tin. I'vid I.twi-i, tJiat he a].)H,ar btforc otir

julciios of our tir'uit court, next to h.: holden r.t Uollon, within ;.nd for our dillriiil

of Mulf'. -liufett;, on the twelftli day of ()i,1o1kt n..\t to anfwer imv rlie fai.! J!ry-

nier.and Lck'nr, in a plea of replevin, for tl.at tke (ad J.ewi'^, on llu r'.ven'y-lirlt

day of AviguH: inftant, at laid B'<fton, unlawfully, luid without any julliiiablecaiife,

toolc tlic good. and chattels of the faid i^ryr.ier r.nd Belchrr as ai'or. laid, a!id them
uniawfully detained to this day, to tlie d.unai^e of tiie faid Urynnr and Helelic r, ;.;

they fay, the lam of two tiio'.ipJ.nd didlars : I'roviled, they the liiid Hrymer and
Bclche»flia!l pive bond to the faid Lewis, with fudicient fuivty or fiactAS, in ilic

lam of fi;ar thoufar.d dollars, heini; twic.: the value of il:c laid j^oods anfl chattels,

to profecute the iVi id replevin to final judgment, and to pay futh darnaj^es and (olU
; -. t\\z faid Lewis fiiall recover a^;ain{l him; anlaifo to return and rellore the 1 .nu:

j(oods and chattels, in like good order and condition as wjicn taken, in cafe fueh

Ihail be the final jadt^mtnt, And h.ive you there this writ, with your doingi

lurein, toircther with the bond you Ihall tai.e. Wit.iefs John Jay, LCquire, at

li j'lon, this twenty-iiiit day of Au;_,uft, in the year of our Lord one lhuul'..nd L-
veii hundred and luncty-tiuee.

N. O O O D A L, Clerk.

A true copy,

Atteft, Saml. BiiADroaD, Dy. MarlJ.

Hi

I TnoMAj AMouy, jun. ikpip :

T''HAT en the ind d^y of Auguft, at the requefl of C. Gore, Lfo. and O-i,

Uro'iks, I W'jnt witli t!ie latter on board the fri;r-itc La C'o!:rorde, intn.duc-

fil him to th. Capt. and iulorniud Caot. Vi'.n Do^^en, that Cien. Brooks was mar-
i'i:d of this dlftritil;, and waited on hi'n relrtive .o the fehooncr whidi Col. Jirad-

ford had alt, in; fed to replevin, but intcrruju^d in the fervice of his precept by
an :Tnied force, i lif by his order from on bi;ard tl j frigate, that CJen. hroii^ i

wi'hed tii convfrle ' 'ith b','.i, and the cenful on rlie fubjeot wiien convenient—loon

auir the c<ini;\.../ w.rhdrew, when (Jen. Brouhs in prefcnce of the raj)tain, con-

fu!, inftice C;uriprr nod inyfelf, told the caf tain that Col. Bra'J.'.'rd hi.d.puty, lia<!

bei'ii int'-rritptc:! i:5 f.:r%inp a prei rpt o!i t'nir felio'int r (Jrcyhound, talu-n by th(!

privateer, point in;< to the viffei under the frigate'i Hern, by ai- armed force under

his crd. rh, and ilut he h^d \.aitcd < n hiiii lO d' mand a fur;vr..ler of llie vefl'vl t<»

(.. il. Uradford hi-> depu-^y i'.i,tr{l>a! : when the eajivriin evpuili-d his <li:!ike to ti:^

;.diing the Amei.e.uis out of the privateer and Jlfiy^ the da/ Ijefore, to I ol. lliad-

ford, :lrvinj»- the pre^t pr— ihtt h'- received crv!. r^. Ironi the cr)niiil to withhold and

protect, thatir was l;ii du*y and he certainly llionld j'rotect her— the coi.ful fuij

thvit any Vi-lTel wearour tl,.' na ional lla^ (jf the IlepuMic of Tranee, of cour.'''j

tva» tntiu d to \u-. vrciectic:: ; when CJen. UrMil put U.i. ci'd'e, Hvyjli a frenJi

IJ.!



iwfr'lianvMnn 1)* •.tt.i.l'.sil in ;' i-t j"jr: by a tiiiz-tt <•! t)': fr-tcd ?t-'.tf% \\-o'.:li

yoi! co'iI'hIc !• it yfiui (!i.'y to t:il:'j that vciVt;! u-vI'T your protO'.\.ioii arair.Ii tlic

j.iijci'f, ' 'J h;. 'uptain id^rwcic.i in thf r.flirniitivj —t;;c capt;iin aff^rwanU tojd mij

that h-.; liail writfen to tlic (ioviinor, aii<i thai If lie cltiniinJeil the jirizc, he tm:Il

of ci)iir!'f rclinqiiifh her, inrwardiii^ thi- fJovcrnorV p. ply with copy lA' liis Kttcr

tothc )iiiiiill«-r of l''r.iiK\.'. 'J lie coi.iul tl;: n i-pj oir.t.-.d to mtt^t ar ills lo(|n!n;v in

the cv( iiinjr, whciv I ai>*fimj>.>iil'.-tl iim. JJrooki, and autr much conv.rlation, t' -^

conl'ul fiiifl, he did n ,i \\i!!i to oppolc force to tl:e execution of mir laws, that lie

If ft (he frip;ale in a c-n-yt liurry, nr he liiould lli.n 1 ave j.i;ivcn orders to C'apt. Van
I)i.; <u to witluliuw histn.ii otit of tin; piize, ami leave h'.rto the contriiil of Col.

liiiidinrd, and tint he would tl'.cn do it, but fh;;uld at the fame tim • i roteft u't •itH

the \>vSuu f.-.. At 'hat moment l\ir. Jut;ni came Into the r(;om,andfi;ld a few v,( :;!', to

llio c(.i/ful :'i ^r^:lcll, tin- cMiful t.,:nrd alvnt :<<:<\ laid he (lioiild not relitHpiilh the

viiVel, whin I ic minded him of what lie hud jtilt before proniifed—he fa-d ;'j',ain,

he was .'miy for the diili.uity '1 ho marflial tian faid, that a Jjieat deal had paf-

f;d on the fuhitiil, and he now wijhtd a catc;^"rical anfwcr to lii-i dennnd—the

f\iuial wiilud to know if he was to rndirdaiid, tlip.t he, ihc cnnful, rclu'cd to

aiimk- l.'i'l. l^radtoid. to t.il.e cl-iar<!;c cf the v.lTel, the Coiilnl f.iid he did not, cer-

tainly did not, wiili to oppofe force to the oHiccrs of law in this country. Said

he wlllied tl'; 11 to write, i.nd proniifed to aiifwer, eunclufively, in the mnrnir.T;,

i'rld;>.y mornlii}.!,-, Auj'iiil 24, o'lloek. 'I'Lis nvninj^ Gen. l!roo!;s and myfcif

waited on the eonful, when informed us, he had concluded to keep polltfiion of

the VilTel, and Ucn. Brooks informed Mm he Ihouid make a reprefentation of ttic

hnl!iiifs to the ;:;r,veinme'.u. f then handed ll'.eeonl'ul an open letlcr from C. CJore,

Iviip and lui'L leave wiih Ce;i. Lroukj—a copy of which le-tter is hereunto an-

nexvd.
1" II O M ASA M O R Y, jun.

Boston Srj.'frudfr I (5th, 1-93.

'1 lie '-(niriil did, in my pref.iK-c, r»ad p..rt, or ihc whole, of ti'c letter r.f.rrci

to, and nu.de no irply.

T n O M A S A M O R Y, jun.

^woni to, r^ojn.mbcr loJ', Tr9.'5,

ljci\)re J.
T,o\vK(,i., 7,../.;V of ile Dif/U'l Court

"uf I\l-/.:.!.::faul)}jtn:l.

5,-^.

E')STOM, Zitl .ll.^vJJ^ ^101-

T Ha\ V been infornurd ihpt the marflvd of thedinrid of MafTach.'.ifetls, yefler-.

£ day, in obedLf.ce to a prc:ept from the Circuit Court of the United States, re-

plevied a v.lVel in tli"» hirb(;nr; that after he had I'o replevied tlie vellfl, a

r.".tn:bev of armed men, j'elinji; by ycur order, \:\>a\ under your aulliority,

foreiiiiy took front him tlic v.-del, and now rei'll; t!;c CAecution of hii precept,

as A'-tornev for the I'niied States witiiin the diiui.-l of j\j.ina>.l'UlLt.s. I d»
dcnund of you that yew remove the

to the laws of 'he L'..itLd Scv.les.

Mr. Dvv:l.mv 1 /, ^..^CffJ.

^^rcc ai;d oi .hrucaon v.h.i.h yni oppofe

I

yuui ob.~uic:»t f.rvant.

I Rrfus G, -/•«• ^hrc,-, ./ i?//', ;,i AT.:;j::d:/:!ts D'jhiJ, rf hr-/J ,7^.-, //,';,>

a/i: i</v.

'
I
'HAT on tbi" twenty-ricon.'. day of Avj'ui^ 1 1'.l, beinj inrwrmod that the

.1 f.hocnvT lireyhound, a?,alml vvhleh I had i.'lUcd a writ of replevin, in favor

»«r .vUilrs. Brynii-rand Pilciur, return.'.*'!.- to tlie next ciri viit-court, lor f.iid dl-

l^r.et, v.'a.=! tal;en trr'n Col. Bradforii, tiie deputy inarihal, by fonic French people,

) i.tnt on !>ciard the lldp t f war cikd the Concord, comuraiuied by Capt. V.'.u

iV«|;n, iocn<i'-i'.i«;k' thefuld fcl.oo.i.r v.a;3 wni.r l:i» eu*t'-Jy—the faid c.^;:^'..un in-
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f-.im^d tn-. that fSc \r?.? ur/ltr hi* prot:co>'<^n. I f^M ^'Mn tlmt tlici'vil oflVcr,

Cul. Hrailfortl, as mailhal dI the dilhirt, !nd gone on ho;ircl thr laid lih'ioncr t9

ri'plovy her iiinlcr jiro'»»rs of l.iw. 'i'liat on the ovcniii;' hclnii-, wlulo tlio r.i:J

ntarlhal w.is onboard lUid !ch ontr, by virtu*.' cf his nvvc'ii*:, fonn- a! incd i'ivi|>i«

\v< :ir on Ixninl, a:ut ajf.iiull ilic will of laid murlhul, li..d broii^jht laid riloor.er

ncur his Ihip, and I :'.lk(.d hii;i, il the lam v;'> done hy hi* antiiority— t!ic faid

Cupt. Van Do'j^-n fold n'.e, th..t fo:i:c ;Krl'"!i Iv.v! crn-plai'iLd to him ot" an :'.f''jmrt

to carry tli-i ("aid lilioomr away from kir ani.hi.ia;;i- in the n'i.lit linn;, and tLif to

prevent ilic lamp, he had ordered fomc of his people on hoard Inr, and 1 i' »il-

ret^'.d her to be hroiit)|it nearer to his Ihip—wlure the then r.;..--l .-Ik^v! ! \n if

he would deliver the (••lioonir lo ihv.- niarfhal, atid lie faid that he iln-uld not with- ut

ord'jr.-> iii;m the cur.i'id of trance, i afk'.d iiini if the laid lol'.eoi;er was in h s

culiody before the nnirlhal hud entered on hoaul lier— lie laid that he had nonr of

his people on heard—hr.t llie came into huroour un>lir Ireneh ri'lours us u prize,

and that the cajitain ofher had a'lccil Iv'^ !e" ve fur an. livta.^e v.liere !!u liuii j ;\v- too,

«nd, as hein;; inuler a l-'reiieh comini'iL.i iu palilic 11. wje, he had coiiUvlv:>.d the

>.iid vtl!U under his protecl ion.

IIUFUS CJ.AMCI'vV.
Si-Jitimbtr lelii, Sworn to, leforc

J. L (J WE L L, y!.\:eof !':.'

hWi'id Cniivi if j\I.ilT.;,-l'!!j'-lts D'/ii.'.'^,

I the fu'ul Rnfns Grvcnc Amiry, further teflify, that faid Capt. Van Dr;;en tnld

me, fh.at he had lomolaint d to the (lovcrnor eone< rning the attempt, to carry away
»Jie laid Ichooner in the nijjh.t time, without !uslea\e.

RUFUS C. AAIORY.

/ J>f'„ Dro Is, Mirjhd nf ih, r'frl'l •/ Uj/^uLj lis, Jo tf.fy amffiy,

'^r'lIA'l' on the twenty- fecond day of A'.ip,u(t lalt, hem;.; in Hoilon, and iindin;;

L that C'ol. Sanniel Bradford, d/puty lui.i.i.il fc.r lai>l dillrich i;i lli vinn a ^^rit

•f replevin npon the f-ho-xier ( ir:;y!K)inid, isad been opp<dul hy an ariMni fore;,

avffin^'T under the orders of C.ipt. Van IXwe.i, enniinander of (he Ir^iivh fri-

gate " ha Concord," I went on board laid fri;,afe, tod/niand of t!te rap'.;.ni thr

reftoration of the faid fehooiier. Upon iny ojirni.i^i; to Capi. Van ho'^en the oli-

je»!;f of my vii'it, (which was dune in the pretence of Mr IHiplaine, the Irpnrh

confiil, Mr. Jullice Cloop«T and Tvlr.'l'homas /Vniory) he difcovri ci coni'.'erahlc

»varmth ;'.nd difpleafure at fonie Americ;'.)!s hav n;:; been taken fnmi on beard a

I'Vinvh vell'vl, a.- well a; at the uttempv of Col. lirad'ord to poliefi IriMlelf of .i

vdTel bearing the c<dours of I"rance, whili? niuler the proteelion of a firp of foti >

bclon'ririT; to tiie French PvCpublic. As my objci't was to demand cf Capt. Vin
Dojrtn, r..floration wf the f.lioont-r afDixia'd, umiI to obtain from him a eaicorieal

ani'wer, I avoided as mnch aspoFible the tlifeulli 'ii of any I'ub'-eol i'reh'.tive f-be'-e-

to; and at length obtained from him a dv:cIaraiion, that as he had r.ceivi d Int

orders from the French eoniiil, for doinf.i^ what he had done, and as it wa h'" Huty

^1 obey til- coiiful, he coulJ noi I'uiivnd^r the f.hoon.r. 'I'liat he was r»n oiiieer

and iTiiift obey his order", Imm'? i.;.Lely iijion Capt. Van iJo^in havimr niHiic the

abovj mentioned declaration, wJuJi was done in prefence of the Fr.-ueh conful,

the Infer ohierved tome, tiiat he thoii;',Iu if a pity that any dii'leuhy iliould iuifn

-that he believed, if he r.nd myl^lf were to tti'.e our papers,about f he f;-hoonerAIM/UL ' J II. IV l.lMlllt^i —

—

tittle lU: t/CllU ^(..ii, .1 II'.- ..IIVI lli>;i..L >>Li'. l\J til... I'lll I'^)'^'*|

we co'ild fetcle the whole u.Tiir in a few minutes, and pro;<ofed th:/ 1 niould meet
him on lh'.>re in nn hour. 'I'o this I ajijrecd, atul we met accordinyly. The tcfidt

after more th i!i an liour's converfation at thih iiitirview, was a jiropMfliion for ano-

ther the: next moniinjj at 8 o'clock. At the time allij^ned I njrain wauid on ihe

»<)r.ful at iii'.Jod;'Inj?;s. Upon my cnterinjj the houfe, he infornud me, th;it he

.had come to a d. ^.-'-miration a.out thefehooner—that thinj^^ fbonhi remain as thef
then wcriv-tiiat he Ihotdd keep pofllUlon of t.Iie Ichooner—that 1 ii.uil apply to tlii> <u),

vrrn-'r, and that if the (iovenior ciid ii<>t do lomethin;; about it, I": fliould adver-

fife the fchooner in the new'oap( ns and if in li:: days no hudy pruvwvl u claim to Iter.,

fcc fhou'Iu coiueuia her to the ca|>.ors, orwtiuKto that efleOl.

H

(i

ltl;1
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I fiirih,'!* t» P.ify, Tliut, in dk' cf-pvrrf.itl(»ti with Ci'ft. Van Pollen, he irformfi

|ti', lli.it by the l;i\vs «il tiic Vrcu li Ri.)m!!lic, it was tlic dutjr of conim.iinlcrs

cl tin; fhi|>s<'t' tli:. J ii.Mvcpiil'li.-, AJKii i.i lurcign port;, v.Iicrc there wcr-j l rciaii

cmiiiils, to (il)i y tile oi-iIlIsoI inch cod I'.ilh—that tlie loiifiih wereaclniirivli, or had
the powrr of :iihv.irals, or words to that cilccl. Cupt. Van Dogcn laid ihii in

the pnlciiie of the Finn Ii eoiilul.

I further toliify, 'I Jilt A-fr. i)ii;iliiiie tlie French Coi'.fiil told me, it had bicnliii

delipn to witluhuw the armedforec from the fchoe.iur Cireyhoun«l, and intimated

to jr.ctli.it lie would jjiv an order lo Imv.^ laid force v.'irhdiawn—in which e.ife,

I'e f.iid, ! e I'loiild inoteit .•: null the in> aluie-i then i^ur'i:ii;g l>y th^' j.'-ovcTn:iieiit,

intaniii{>; thr j>;ovenini. iit of the United States, but. that i.e, the faid cutifid, alt.r-

wards relal'.dto wirlidias f,;i(! t'oi. : ..« above laid.

J.
B R O () Iv S.

Sworn to, c.ijicui:'i-r i-\\\, i;;!, bsff're
"

J C) 1 1 N L O WEI. l„ J., he vf iL,

Ihf.t-;;} Cuiiii f AL'JuJj.jl-lii iJiJhiil.

I'Mil.!) Sl.Airi DiaT, ['.r -/ M.VSSACIU'.KTT^,
.v't.v.'.v.v'/, /• loih, i7y;>-

'i Hi'N Tiionv.is An'."y, iv:i. Uvfur. I'ircenc Aii rsy, N.'.th.iaiel ll^lte'lil .l,y.!e

a::>l J.'!"n "rooks, F.fiji..re, in.id.' (Kilh to fiie ;.u'ii ol" the annexed linioiitiMiii, by

t'leni ref|)eeHveiy fiiblcribeil, in tiie jrejencc ol Antoine Ch.irbonnet l)iiplaine,aiid

tleelared, tli;;r ,hey did not r,'C^>llefl uny (."her m:'fjri;d circu.'.iluUiCc rei.iti\e to the

matter in eiKjiury ; and the iiiiiiexed u
j
(iUtion of Samuel liradford is tiiiilerijit uf

hi« depnliiion taken unds-r like ciicumlhiiices. Ue'\)re

JOHN I . C) W i. i , L, J;/ A;.- 6/ /.'..•

Vfiiii J0..1I 0/ AL'JluLi'/iiu D'jliicl.

I N.:thl. I>\U r.y.l; nf L,'.vf.:l .: ', i.f-fy nil/jy,

THAT on the eveiiin};;*)! the twenly-fnll of Au-ulk inilani, at the rcqi\ll of

Samii'.'l I'ri'dfon'., kfi]. mar'ln-.ll of Manachufett.-. dilh-ie't, I went wiili hiai

ciiboarilthi llli'H.iur (I;
;

) b.ound, layiiio- tnT the end of Lonj-j-wharf in tiu 'uubor

•: Ijoliiin. 'lie lild Ijraf'.f.ird wtnt on board of laii! fchooncr, as I i.nderftood to ferve

H v^r'.t e.f n jilevin agaiuil the laid feliooner, wliieh ir..;cu r.i'ni a circuit cturt of

fa-d dil^nei, in behalf 01 ?.LIlVi. r..'lnimer and Bckherx'f Halifax, Nova-ocotia,

UK rehants ; f.iid Bradford wanted n;y allillance in the fer<iee oi faid w rit—we g<.'t

v'.\ hoard jidt after iiiiv o'..-loek,an-l !a,v one pafon on b'n.rd, who appeared to be

a . renehrnan— Col. Hradford ir..ide known to Iiim, lie had a pn.'i.cfj a^ainfl the f.ild

v> ffel .iiid envpiired, fer the niaC.er—The f.id Frcnehn'an Ir.iiled a s^\\A which ap-

peared to be a privateer, ;\nd a perfon c:;nu on beard, who laid, that he was prizc-

niailer of i aid fehooner—Mr. in\'.dford t';c:i made kiiwwn to him that he had a

f .'cce; t or writ of replevin, a.iil by vi;;i;e of tlu.t lie had tulten p.,lf.(];on of the

fehu.:n.r—The pri e malKr tlnn reipuufd that he mi^l.t cali io: Mr. Jutau, who
waijaid to be an board the frijiate CiMicordc, foon ;;fter whii'-. ?.Tr. Jurau came
vv bo.ird wi.h fi.iue other peri'.ins, the laid mai(h,>l tluii ma>\e known 10 Mr,
Jutau the piuj. ;'. .I'ld authority by wiiich he had come on bA:rd, faid Jutau cx-

plaii.cd the fame to thole p.-rjom on board laid llhooner— /ilr. Jutau foon after

v.-c!!t onb'urd :iu h';,:.te; anotr.er ai.d r.boiit tv/e'.ve m.u c-.rnc en board the

fJixuHT, from the frit;aie, all .irmcd
—

'I he faid ofileer foon alu; orJend the

feiuH'Her to be rernivcil near to the fvi>;-..te— I lie marfhal told faid oltir.T l-.is autho-

rity by wlu'eh he had taVtn pnifirjo;., and !';;rbil him to move the fa.d fcln-oncr,

'Ihs removiil w,,-* be^vfen jeii atul ei. ven o'clock the fame evening, iiiortly aftvr-

v-'\!« ;!ie ''rench conUd v.tth Mr. Ju'.aii .^.me on bo;.rd— The marflial jh.i: inf)rm-

fd them by wiuit ituthoiity he came on board, and had taken priTefli'in of tlic

fehooner—The conful tl»vn iii*"ormid the mulhal, that he ll-n.uld keep polfeflion of

tiic fchoo'U'r—ib.e mar '.al tii'ti told the lliid cciiful, b.e would not <|uit the felioonfr

— :he faii'T'eh. .'Uier for one tn iw ;) .i.iy^ r^ '.nii.'ed i'.i ]io;V..I!io:i of the ofiicer and

armed niti;, c<:ntrary to tiie < r.krs .oid wi.l oi" ih.- fai<l maribal, but the niarllial

fiUiaiiv-'d on b( 'rd of faid Ki.i;.n:.r— I '.vav alio oti '.j.iarJ .he fri ;atc in i::e.i..tR-
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ivfij-n'' Oir t\d Arjriill, w!;:. Mr. Aiiory, ait.):"ry to an.l on tli* part f>f Mcffr-.

B/imcr iiii.l lielili. r, viu'ii tlx.- caili\!!i in'ornud liiii A'r.ory, 1... flinnM ; nttct
Am! r.iuin l';ii(l IVlifi'iniT ii:\f'.?r hi?, protic. i(.n ndiwiilii'.uulinjf tin- au'.iu>r:ty and
ilMing. of r.ii.l inurilij, u inciitioiicd to liiiu hy Mr. Anicry, win) related the

lUiuc ti) liiiii.

Nat If L. IJvf. L V 1) K.

Sworn to, Srf'i^-mL.-r ^ci'j, 179;, lufitf

JOHN I. own. I., >',r.;-.V..

ir-f.il ^.luuii of AI.iJJ'mI.>oJ11U i'^'if/.H.

I Samit-l Bp.Aoro-.D, D-^\t'j :.ij>jbji
<.f

tit ivji/a: i.f ^.^,.1./.:;;,

no '1 r.srirv y\>:i) ;.av,

THAT (>n WtJiK-fdiiy, tiic twcity-firn; d:iy of AujriiT-, ar abrut f. vo;i f.f the

clock, P. AT. I was j onKT.d o!" a writ, I'rimcr ufid liolclicr, p'>iIiiriiM, in

j'.pUviii, v«. l.uimoiiic, cominaiidiii;^ mv to replevy th-.; fchoniv. r rallu'. t'u; (..r..'y-

linuii'.l ; that I iir.tni.'('.ii.;Liy prociv l^d to IItvc the l.ild procd'-^, and was rici ni[iiuii-

id (ill board the laid lliioojur, lian lyifj; in tli-.' barlH)iir cf J 'oil on, by v;.pta:r.<

J^ydo aiKi II;yiiKni.—W'c found only one man on l.oard ; I f nquircd for i'vlr. I aii-

niofne, tlic prizc-niaftrr
—

'1 he J'renchm.'.ii Jiaiitd the priv.itcrr W.owlaiid, and, at

my r'.'']ucft, iui'onnrd the pcopU- on hourd faid ] rivaUcr, tl.at an AiH' ;'Iv-,.ii ).;r.l

bulinds witli r»'Ir. Launiofnu

—

'I'liu Taid Li'.utnoff.L- came on board, arrmded by the

captain ofrhe privateer— 1 read the precept to the pii.'.c-).iafter, ; nd e:] liir.i 1 t(»

h'ln tiio r; ;iirc of the ])roctl>, and olifi rvcd, that a bond Ava-. ^-^ivciito j'upjort ; n\'

daniajjcs tliat might arife frwia niy takivj;; p')iTeliiun of rli'' rc!i()or:;'r— I advicj, tb,.:

I was then inpolIeHion ofthc fclir;,)ncr, and tiiat, at -.i proper time, 1 (liould reniove

laiil M'H'.'l to the wharf

—

'I'lie p"i/t>nvi(h.r ohi'ervnl, tliat Mr. J;ila;i was tlirn

dnin;' bnlimfs on bcur.i 'he frieatf 1.a Concord, and iIkiI lie fln-idd lino for liini

—

!o which I confenfed—foini afvcr, Mr. Jntan came on board the IchorjPcr— I thi'ii

infovnud iiini of theproctfs that 1 had a<i;ainll: the faifl fcliooncr—rc;d to him tlia

writ—and obf( rved, tlr.it I flnidd remove t'lc vilT, 1 as abcve Hated—Mr. Jii;;\'.i

iaid, that ! !ia<l no lijl-.t or authoriiy to Irve r.nyv.-rit after drvk
—

'i'h:;t the veil".,!

beUn<>'cd to ti)e Repnbi.'c of Vranve, and crnld n 't be atlached—auu I'lat ihc was
under i!if jimtti^ion oi the French il< public— ar.d he mad ; many other obfervatinnt

ra the lar.ie clTec^— ! replied, llK.t as an (illic r of the ^ovenniicnt cf the Unlteil

States, 1 fiioidd niuTui' Uiidly theliiie of my duty—Mr. Jiif-aw left liie fc'iooner,

and told the prizc-m.dtcr to remain on board; alter lie v.-asin the boar, ;o rcin.-ii

to the frip;ate, I rc<|iiefted him io iidnrm '^\\v. l.anmofne, that a'ter t.'ie fchot:..r

\va^ bankd to the wharf, U'-oidd reC|i:;\,- i.im toj;oo;i {Ik<;c—Mr. Jutau ;\pli,d,

tliat 1 mijvlit iidorm Mic pri/.c-malk'r mylelf, and that I mull force him from l!ic

'.•eifel— !n about half an honraUcr Mr. Jntaii's departure on board the frij.atc, an

ojficer nunc from til iicc on l)o.ird. tlie fch^'oncr, lie wa--. u lleutenint, and I in; id

l.iin inform the prize-mailer, tint 1 ilnuild not remove the veffel— In abrut an i ovr

after tiii.^, a body of about twelve armed men ,' marine,; "i c.nie on I»ri-nd tlie felionner,

from the IVij^ate
—

'I'he lieutenant read a paper, which I iiipjide were order;'.—At
about half pall eleven o'clock, I addrffied the lieutena.t, and after obfervi.:;,; t<»

him, that he appe:'.red interelUd m l!-' bulinefs in which I was tiii'.ai.nd, I afuir-.d

him, that my writ wasagaiiiTc Mr. 1. 'tmornc, and that 1 had notbincr fo f-y tol.'^i

(the lieutenant) reiative thereto, and I added, tliat 1 had taken polTe'li'm rf the

lcbo<^iKr by V'rtuet>fmy officr, as deputy nnirflial', ai'd that I
'" aid procvicil ;;>

remove her—He replied, that he Ibould (jbey the orders that ( b.".! received p-om I \%

captain, which was, to r^ move the f.iid fehooiier near to tli^ iVi^ ite
—

'I'hj lic'jteiiar.t

then ordered the vciTel to ho reninved, ai'd we w_;rr h: u!c:l hot vccn the fri.iijatc ami

privateer Ron-land. I told the lieutenant, tbat what ho ';:', ho mull.ui/vver for,

:..id I forbid bim, at his peril, to r. move the faid fcliooner. I a.'ked the faid lieuve-

nant, if he Iia^l brouj>bt tl.c arn. .d foree to i)rev(.nr my rcmo'.inp iIk i. hooncr : ha

replied in th:- aOirmarive. Findiu'^ niyfeif opp(.>',':! in the pr"gr( f^ oi fervinpj niy

precept, by an arm..d force, I dii'mifud the men v\ ho were on board to jdv,- 1"^ aid

in c(indudin;f the i'chooner'to the wharf : Sometime after, thi* lieutenant retired

frpin the i'chooiKT, a.id took clf hu ait::, excejtin;;a c; rf .rulawd I'tur-, v.dieni, he
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f»%fprvec1, ]yf iT.nult! kavc on l.rr.rd, to taV.c care of A-.id fchnoncr. At nbout twclt'.

o'clock, A. M. Mr. Cuniul Diii'Iaiiic, Mi. Jiitaii tlic ciLmtclh-r, i.ml Mr. V-ncicc'c,

ill j'.i/iiij' on lluiix tVom tlr: fr:;',:itc', canu' on b'uird flic i'licDiuT.—Wc convened vu

thj- I'uNjtcV— I wiiu ovir tlif l>iiriiiir>.tj.Miu, .uui tuld Mr. Duj-lume, th.it Iv;isn]>-

pj.fi^d by an arn.cd fcri;- ; but tliat I (Imuld not qtiit lli'j vcii' 1. 'J'lic Coiiful I'.t'.A,

tl>;it Ik; flu'iild kctjJj'oiTLliion ; bi;t adui'd, lh..t if I went on Iborc, 1 nn-'.t ntvui

rn hoard in t!'.c nioriiiiijj, and fluit the vriVcl vodd nniuin in the i'anic Ikuaiitm.

Trim tlio convtiiatii.n IiLtwtcii Mr. DuiiLiinc, Mr. JiU.iU, the licuunur.t cf the

fiip;aic, the pri/.-m dU'r, and myicit, I h ul no dmiht, hut th..t thf (ajtulii of the

frij'Utt. adcd iiiu'cr the ordrrs cf .Mr. Dupkdnc. A guard was rc{.n'lurly n.aintaiiad

on hoani the hliooiitr, fruni \.Vdnt fdiiy iiij/ht till al(,iiL r* o'clt.tk, l\ M. (n ."'a-

turday, th.e 2.;th, vlv.n a hv.a f-cni the friji..!;', t'uk fK.ni tin.- iLiioomr lie [M..ird

—

1 he Corjiotal, previous to ins <|uiltin}v, hailed the fuort, <>r the privateer Rowland,

and a iTen.'!.nan came r:i hoard the l>hotner, after wliiih the ;n rrd ntlr- d ; loin

after, the frio at j being then iiiider way, and luiviiiji; prouued aJiulance f.-jrn tiic

town, I dirco'vd thcpeojiie to wcij^i the anchors of the fchooiier, and coiuiud^ n»c

to the w !'arf, wluuv 1 arrived at I ft'clock—having legally e.\c».ntei' my }>r(cept.
.

I fooii after faw the cuuil, ^^hofail^•, " If.;!), Sir, ) on have tjnitteti the vefitl

—

Yf;u have then k ft her, 1 ir.j.pofe." 'I'c which ! ujliiJ, iLi.t 1 i.;.d left In rat the

wharf, hid executed my precept, and tiuU 1 flimdd t.div" pioper care of tiic fuid

fchoonvf
—

'I he Conful ;.ipcared I'urpiifed.

S A M I., i: R A D 1" O R D.
Boston, S.J^i.nrba- ic.'/, I793.

Sworn to, btpteiubtr icth, 179J, before

J. L O W !•: fc I., JikIjvo of the

Dillria of Mall'uchulelt;.

S L O R G !•: \V A .S II J N C 'l O N, 1' R 1'. S 1 P l'. N T 01^ the U N II" £ D
S •(' A 'i' K S oE AMERICA,

TO ALL WJIOM IT MAY CONCrilN,

1''IIii fieur Antoinc Charhonet Diiplaine, heretofore havinji; pro(hiccd to me
his ton'milVion asvice confid for t!ie Republic of J'rance, within the Ihites of

Ncw-H:tinpfhirc, M;'.fla:hu!ct;;, and Rhode-lfiaiid, and having therton received

frfui mean exe(]iiatitr, heurin}; uatttiie fifth cay of June, I '1/3, recognizing him
a;- Inch, and declaring him five to cxLrcifc and enjoy fuch fi'^dicns, power? and
privileges, as arc allowed to vice confiili of {]>• Ireii-h Kejiiblic. by the laws,

treaties, and convention;; in that cafc made and provided, and the faid fieur Vu-
plalnc, having under color of ids faid ofTlte, ((immitted fundry cncrochments, and
infradions on the laws of the land, ;i:id j irticnlarly, having caiifed a veh'tl to be
refcued, with an armed force out of the cullody of an officer of jr.flicc, who
had arrcflcii the fame by procefs from his court; ar.d it being therefore no longer

lit, nor corfiflLTt with the refpeift ana oh. ciiencc du^^ f tlie laws, that the faid lieur

Duplaine fli(<uld he permitted tocontimiein thcexercife and enjoyment uf the faid

functions, privileges ai'd powers : 'I hefe arc therefore to dexlare, that I do no
hinger rereiy.ni/e the f;.iil Antoinc C'harbonnet Duplaine, as vice c(jnful of the Re-
public of I'rance, in any part of tiiefe United States, nor permit him toexercife or

enjoy any of the fuiielions, powers or privileges, allowed to the vice coiifuls cf

that nation ; and that 1 do hereby wholly revoke and annul the faid exequatur

heretofore given, and do declare the fame tube abfolutely null and void, from this

d:'y forwaid.

In teftimoi.y whereof, I have can fed tliefe letters ^o be made patent, and
the feul of the United State;; of America to be hereunto alfixed.

Given under my liand thi;i day of in the year of
our Lord, I79J, and of the lnde]>er ' ncc of the United Stat(j»

•f America, the eighieenth.

Gno; vv' A SUING T O N-
i?y i/je Pre/iJait,

Til : JEFi'ERSON,
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UNITED
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Mom Kii.LO, in I'inti.h, Ociflvr ",, 175 f,

Mr.JeJftrfov, Secretary cf State, 10 the Miiajhr liehiirw/.tiary oj iraiice.

Si r,

N a loiincr Ic'ttr wliicli I had the honciir of u-i-lt'!\:; ynii, I mnillrnivl, th;'.f

inlbnii.ition hml l.i\n rx';.v(\1, that Mr. Du})i;.iiic', virc-roniiil or Fiiinrc,

at Bolton, h;ul hccn tliai^^al with lui ojjpoluicn to the lav/s of- the Ian.!, ot inch

a chanii^ter, as, it true, would rciukr it tlie duty ot the PnlKlcut. iirnuyllately

to revoke tlie exequatur, vvlicrfliy lie \v;',s |)<Min t'lcl to exeiciie the 1\ ndi(.rs of
f!ce-con!'irl in thelc l/uitc.i States. Tl:e hid^ has W\\\ lince ciu,uire.| into, ami I

now eiiclole you copies oF llio evidence Vllahhihirji; it, v/iieuhy yc\i will per-

ceive, liuw intonfillent with peace and crdc;- it weuld he, ta poirut any loiigc*

the txtrcile of funiSlioiis in tlicfe Uiiited Sta'e.s Iiy a peribn capable ot niilt.ikinfj

their legiiiniate extent, fo far, as to oppol'e, hy force of arms, the courle of
the laws wiihm tl.e body of the couniiy. The wiiiloin and juttice of the go-

vernment of I' ranee, and their fcnli; ot the necetfity, in eviry f,nvernii-.ent, or'

prel'ervlng Uie coiu'le ot tlio l;iws free and unol>lnuc^ed, render us confi.'er.^,

that they will approve this necelTary arrcltation of the prccecdlui^s ot one ot'

Jhe.r agents; u;; we woiilil ctriainly do in t!ic livecaie, were any eonlid or
vice-conlul of ours tooppofe, w.th an aini.d force, tlie courfe of their laws with-

in their own limits. .Still, h(Avevcr indi.'pcnlaMe as this acl hrs been, it ;s

wj'h the molt lively cou'-ern the Pnudent has I'een, that the evil crvdd not be
arretted odiervvilt; than by an appeal to tlic authority of the country.

/ ha-ve ike hoi.cr I0 be., Cfr.

TH: JEFFERSON.

OcTonrR v1> i79v
Mr. Jeprjony Secretary of Str-te, io Mr. Morris, Mi/:!jhr PleKt[ote/itijry f.ft.^e

United Siuies, to Irunec.

Dear sir,

X^'R. Duplaine, vicc-ron!ul of France at Button, liaving, by an armed Tirrr-,

•*•* oppoicd the courli; of t'ae laws of this country, within the limic, by r-rlcuir.'";-

out of Liie hands of an oincer of juttice, a vetTel, which he lv.id arretted hy authori-

ty of a precept from his couit, the Pivfident lias thon;rlit: it nccelVary to revo!;c

the e\'e;piatur, by which lie had permitted him to exercifc his functions hen-.

1 encloli.' you copies of the ail: and of the evidence on which it ha'; been founded
;

as alic)of the letters, wiittoi to him and Vv. Gciut, and Vw-.i n;r dehrc I to coir-

jnunicate the iiuDc to the governmciit. (d Imuiicp, and to expreis to them the vcjy

«;reat concern, with whicn the Prefulent has lien h'im'.'eif obliged to take a meti-

fure with «ne of their agents, lb little in tmifon with the (tntiinen's ot Iriendtlib^

we bear to the-r nation,"and to the relpecl we entertain lor their auti;ori'y. B<:r

crta;(:iou3 we thould deem it an ac^ of friendihip in them, to do ti.e like in ihj

like caiL", and to prove their confid-ncc in cur julllce :ind friini'dii;.', by iKitan-

iaiieoully dil'abling trom a ivpeiilion of the av'i, any con'iil cr vire-ci.nl'.ilot ours--;,,

who llio'uhl once have !>ten u,\uity of fuch an aggretlion on tluir authority, \\q

lely on tho funic iVieiuily coiiUiUolion, on their part, oi t'ne thfas^rctubk iiu-a.vici

;iuvv forced 011 us,

I ha^de the hcncr to be, Vc.
Til: JKFi'ERSON'.

Clr..manto\vn, Novvrrbcr s*, 179I.

Mr. yfje>-jl/.; Seeretcvy of State, to the Minijier i'.e,.ijoU\lic:}y (f Fn..,.r,

Sir,
, HAVE the honour to ercicie vou the crpy of n letter f'om %Tr. ^.ToilTonicT,

* conful of France, at Ba.tiii'Oiv, to the gm'ernor of .Viaiy ai I, announcii^';.

t\'.^l Gr-'at-Bvit-ym 15 auout tj cammer.cc htiitiiitie;: •-.'.nrt us> and O.ut he ^vU*

I

if
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^ri'« to collci^ tl-.c nnvnl force of yew rcpuMic in the Chcfaprsk, and Ko jir ft

tlkiii ns u v:in-i:it:ii«l todensrgc tlie lunpolol ilil.pr.s cf" i.c irtniy.

'Hit- 1) .IV fug^tliion of Cvxh a f-.it, howtver inn>ro>i;»blL-, it.riln» it a I'.ntv to

enquire into it, ;'.nd I fluill toiifiilcr it ni a proof of your tiitiuKliip to our na-

tion, if yovi have it in yoi'.i- powir. und will Ik' pK ;uu1 to toiumunicatc to ii:c tht

grounds ot Mr. MoifVoiiiu's ;i(iciii< 11, or ;niy oilur rcfpc^lubk- tvidtncc of iutli

un liitcnt'on, on tin- part ot Grcut-lJritain.

In the nitan while, as wc have reafon to hcllcvc it unfounded, as they have in

no inlbncc, as ytt, violated the fovereipnty of our country, hy any ccininit-

anent of holtilitirs, even on their cneini(;b within our jurilditilion, we prefiinie

ivith tonfidence that Mr. Moifibnitr's fears aie gnuindlelii. I have it, thne-

fore, in charp;c to dtfirc you to acimonilh Mr. Mcilfonicr a^ainll the parade li«

propolcs, of Itationing an advanced guard in the hay of ClKiapeak, and ap;;iii:i^

any holtile array, which, under tlu- profeif.on ot detenfive operations, may in

fad ptnrrate thole olfcnfive. I flatter my uH', Sir, that you v.ill be 16 good aw

to join the iff t\ of yo.n authority to that of our };overnnRni, to puvtut mi'i-

lines on iht p: rt of ihii .i^ent of your republic, which may bring on dilagrea-

ablc conieijuenccs.

I" II. JEFFERSON,

Baltimore, Oftober23d.

ad year of tlie Func h Republic.

Citi-xen Moipimcr to Ceneral Lee, Cot'ernor oj tie State rf Mavyiuud.

'T'HE hherticule .ylttm which dire6U the Europun cabinets, ingoing to mnni-
^ itW itjtlt tow.:rds the United Stateo. England, that power to which they

have been 10 complaiiant, is getting ready to tall upon them. The pveparativts

aremnd«, ?nd I :ce, with pain, that no dilpofuions whatever are made to oppula

any refinance to them.

The indifference of this ftate cannot exift as to our interefts.—This bay con-

tains the nclies of our commerce cf St. Domingo, and the only hope of th«

French nation. We (liall become infallibly the lirft vii^ims of this carele(fnel¥,

if I am not able to obtain from you. Sir, that the lbi"ts which defend the entrant;

ot the Chefapeak be put into condition.

\ In the nuanwhde, and in purliiance of the orders of the miniftc.-, I am going

to collcft all the maritime forces which the republic has in this bay, to form a

van guard, fuliiciently fomiidable, and to derange, if it be poflible, the projtfu

of our common enemies.

/ kaie the honor to be, ivith the inojl ferfeEl ccnfidcrationt

Sir, your njtry humble fifvant,

F. MOISSONIER,

TRANSLATION.
New-York, Novembers, 1793.

2d year of the Republic of France.

^he Minijier of the French Fe/ullic iiith the UKited States, to Mr. JefferJoHi

Secrttary ttj Sudc of the Uudtd States,

Sir,
IIAV E received the letter wldch you have done me the honor to write to me
tiie 5th Nov^^mber

The citiven McifTunnicre has given to my inftruftions a fenfe more determirate
than I h.-d mttnilcd. I did not wriie llm that England was mimedlalely going

to fail on you ; bu' knowmg by your hiltory, by our own, and by Hill more
particular nfo.maton, i.ll ihehatied with w!),th that government honors yoar

and our principles j knowing the fecitt treutics v/hich unite the courts lci!g\itd

I
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Mr. ^y^fcrjoih

or to write to me

more determinate

nmediuicly goir.g

and by It ill more

nent honor* y^'H'

i€ courts ItigMi-d

dgriinfl free people, conTuVnt thnt our (iicccfb can alone fupprtfi the proicf^s ot'

Tongt. ujce wiiicii ;uc pcpctually nouiiilu'J .n the bvcalt 01 your antitiu •.yran''»

feeing that lym.; revci , utterwapi'i tlfaci-d, mii^lii txcile him to acctieiatc the

execution ot" his dcfmus, I picic. l!K^l to riiij ViteConml,
lit. To concoit with tiw coinin.iinlLr oi our naval forces in the Clipllipfuk.

to have collcfhxt at Balrmiorc all the commercial vellels wmcn may be in the

open and imlatc road ot Nurluik..

2d. To have ti»e ariiud Vwilelj antiioreJ, according to cullom, in the advanced

giiaiii ol tl>e convoy.

•;d. To el^iblilh a fevcrc police in the road tor the purpole of prcveming dif-

onUi , and protecting («ur |)rop'.ity trom incendiary cuLerpri/e«, iuliiciciuiy la-

iniliar to our common enemy.

4.tli. To Ibund .he local j>;overnin;'nf of Maryland, to know whether the forti

which form a part of tlie dctence of I'.althuoie, could not bo repaired.

Citizen Moilfonier, animaiod by a very pure patnoMlm, has doubt lefs mixed
t little warmth in thia Ktter Itcp j but I do not lee, Sir, that he has nurited

ihe admonition you mention, and that tlic meaiuieK taken ior the lecunty of the

road, can compromit, in any manner, the peace of the United Staie.i. God
grant that you may long enjoy, with honor, that peace fo pleal'ant and happy.
It is thj very linccre with ot your tViends j it is mine; but I (hall not now ihf-

fem:>le more tium 1 Irivc hilhe.to done, that it is not the moft crtain u!)je<5t of

my hoj)cs. Jk'fore having the li ijipincfs of Icrving a li .e pi.opie, I was employed
by a court, aiik! I r^hdcd at feveral othrrs. I Irive been Icvcn years a lu'ad of the

bureau at Veriuillcs, unler the direction of Viijijennes. I have paflevl one year

at London, two at Vieima, one at B.-rlin, five in KuHia, anl I am Km v.-ill miL;*

ated in themyiLries ot the.e eabine'.s, not to cieml)le at t!ie fate which mcnncea

America; iftiie cauie ot liberty Ihould not iriumpli, everywhere, ^or cveiy

wiiere where tlicre is a throne, 1 warrant that you have :ui enemy. All tlie

princes look uijon you r.s our teachers ; ahnolt all confukr you .ts rehcia, whj
mult Iboivr or later be ciia'.liled ; alino.t all have/;i'o>77 yo.vr ruin as nvcU as ours,

and be allured that George III ha-i not eniered into ihtlr Icagw,-, but on thii

condition. Vour ixpedients, yoiu' manigemeiits will not change this lyllern,

and if the miniltcrs wlio rclide witli you, hold a dilferent langnape, it is only tlio

better to deceive you. Tluy triumph at the fecurity into whieli they have
plunijcd you, at cue very maiu.'iit wncn their courts are inlUltiiy you in every

quarter, except on your coalls, where they know wc have torces j but tlieir tone

will change wliillt ours Ihall remain in\ariubiy the fam;, true and linccre.

Aa/t tr.y rcfpc\'i,

G 1: N r, T.

C;i;rmanto\vn, Novembers, 1793.
Ml'. Jcjferfoiij Secretary of Slate, to Mr. Gt-net, Minister of Fratui^.

b I R,

T HAVE now to acknowledge and anfwer your I'.'ter of September 1 3, v/hemn
"* you ilefire that we may define the ext.nt of the line of icnitorial pi-otc<5lioU

on the coalls of the United States, oliervin^j, that gove; nmeKts -and juris.con-

fults, have ditferent views on this fubjci.''f

.

It is certam that, heretoloie, they have been mucli divided in opinion -"s

to the dittance from their iea-coalts to which they might realohably claim a rigli'

of prohibiting the commitment of ivjiliiities. Tlw gicatelt ililtaiice to wiutli

any reipeetable alfcnt among nations nas been, at any time given, has b'.en tli:

extent of the human fight, dtimaietl at upv/aids ot 20 miles, and tne lmat!r.lt dil-

tance, I believe, claimed by any nation whatever, is the uimoll range ot a can-

non ball, ulually itatetl at one lea-league. Some iiuermeviuve diitances hrwr alio

Wtov iwTiiUiA on, and that of three ieu-leajucs, ha» lonr: iuthoiity iu itsfuvoi.

M
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TIk- dnnii5icr of ciir coafl, remarkabL- in confidcrable parts of it for admitting'

»io veirds of fize to palV ncur the /hores, would tiuitle lis, in rcafon, to as brond

a margin of protected navigation, ai any nation whatever. Not propofing,

iiowevtr, at tliis time, imd without a refpeC'lfiil and iritndly communication,
with the powers intcreited in rliis navigation, to iix on tb.c dillance to which we
ynay ultimately infiil on the right of prote(!Fi:ion, the Picfidtnt gives inftruftions

to the officers, aciing imdcr his authority, to confider thofe heretofore givtn

them as rcItraiuL-d for the prcfent to Uie dillance of one fea-kague, or, three geu-

graphical miles from the fea Ihores. This diitance can admit of no oppofition,

hs it is recognized by trcatiti between fome of the powers with whom we are con-

nected in commerce, and navigation, and is as little or Itis than is claimed

Tby any of them on their own coafts.

Future occafions will be taken to enter into explanations with them, as to

the ulterior extent to which we may reafonably carry our jurifdiftion. for that

of the rivers and bays of the United States, the laws of the feveral dates are un-

derftood to have made 2")rovifion, and they are, rnoieover, as biiing land-locked

vvitliin the body of the- United States.

Examining, by this ruie, the cafe of the Britifh brig Fanny, takefl on tlie

€th of May laft, it appears from the evidence, tlut the capture was made four

or five miles from the land, and confequently without the line piovifionally

ladopted by tht Prefident, as before mentioned.

I have the honor to be, &c.

TH: JEFFERSON.

A*

Germantowx, November 10, 1793.
A^/*. Jefferfon, Secretary ofState, to the Mtr.ishr Pleniputeniuit-jfrom the Rq,uhUc

of France, to the United States.

Sir,
S in cafes where vefTels are reclaimed by the fubjccls or citizens of the bel-

• ligerent powers, as having been taken within the jurildiftion of the United
States, it becomes necelTary to afcertain tiiat fa61:, by teltimony taken according

to the laws of the United States, the Governors of the feveral ftates, to whom the

applications will be made in the firft inftance, are defired immediately to notify

thereof, the attornies of their relpcwbive dlllrifts. The attorney is thereupon in-

flruCled to give notice to the principal agent of both parties, who may have come
in with the prize, and alfo to the confuls of the nations interefted, anil to recom-
3iiend to them, to appoint, by mutual conient, arbiters to decide whether the

capture were made within the jurifdiftion of the United States, as ftated to you in

jny letter of the 8th inftant, according to whole awai'd the Governor may pro-

ceed to deliver the veffel to the one or the other party. But in cafe the parties,

or coniul Hiali not agree to name arbiters, then the attorney, or feme perlon fub-

Itituted by him, is to notify them of the time and place, when and where he will

t)e, in order to take the depofitions of fuch v/itnelles as they may caufe to coma
fcefcre him, which depofitions he is to tranimit for the information and deci-

fion of the Prefident.

It has been thought befl: to put this bufinefs into fach a train, as that the

examination of the iaft may take place immediately and before the witnefles may
have again departed from the United States, which would too frequently hap-

pen, and eljjecially in the diftant ftates ; if it Ihould be deferred till information

\% fent to the executive, and a fpecial order awaited to take the depofitions.

I take the liberty of requefting that you will be plealed to give i'uch inltiiic-

tions to the confuls of your nation, as may facilitate the objeft of this regulation.

I urge it with the more carnellnefs, becaufe, as the attornies of the diltrifls are

for the moft part engaged in much bulinefs of their own, they will rarely be abl,;

to atttnd more than one appointment, and conlequently, the party who fhculd
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wcn accordinj-

i'uil, from negligence or other motives to produce his wltncfTes at the time and
place appointed, might lofethe benefit of their teftimony altogether. This prompt
procedure is the more to be infilted on, as it will enable the Prefident, by an
immediate delivery of the veflel and cargo to the party having title, to prevent
the injuries ccnfequent on long delay.

. i hwve the honor to he, £f <-.

TH: JEFFERSON.

TRANSLATION.
New-York., November i+th, 1793.

• ad year of the French Republic.

The Cuizen Genet, Minijier Plempotentiary from the Republic of France, to the

Unit)'J States, to Mr. Jcjferfo.'i, Secretcry of State of the United States.

b I R,

KAVE received the Exequatur of citizen Dannery's commifTion as Conful,
and immedioteiy tranlmitted it to that public officer.

I ihall preient to the Executive Council of the republic, Sir, the judicious re-

fled^ions which you have made on thf; attribution of th.: conliilar funftions,

which are, in faft, reduced by tlie commiffions of our confuls, to the limits of
the cities of their re'.idencc ; which, certainly, is not the intention of the coun-
cil. I fliail alio lay hefoie them the obfervation you have made relatively to the

addrefs ot our conlular commllTions, and they, in their wlfdom, will adopt the

alterations of which this matter appears llilceptible, agreeably to the text, i'pirit,

and bails ct your coniiitution. However, as it is not explicit in this rcipefl,

Mud as the lunations at'.ributed to the Prelident of the United States, j-elatively

to the reception of foreign mlnillers, appear to be only thofe which are fulfilled

in courts by th'e firll Vii in '.Iters, for their pretended fovereigns, to verify purely

and fimply th'; powers of foreign agents accredited to their maiters, and irrevo-

cable by them when once they have been admitted. I (hould be glad, Sir, in

order the better to fix the ideas of the French council on this interefting queftion,

that you would have the goodnels to enlighten it with your knowledge and that

of your learned colleagues, which I fiiall faithfully tranimit to my fuperlors.

Accept niy refpcc},

GENET. .

jlfr. Jefferfon, Secretary of State, to Citizen Geiiet, Minister PlenipoUntiaryfrom

the Republic ofFrance, to the United States.

GermantovVN, November 22, 1793.

Sir,
In my letter of OJlober 2, 1 took the liberty of noticing to you, that the com-

miflion of conful to M. Dannery, ought to have been addrdled to the Prelident

of the United States, he being the only channel of communication between this

country and foieign nations, it is from him alone that foreign nations or their

agents are to learn what is or has been the will of the nation, and wlutever

he communicates as I'uch, they have a right, ami are bound to confider as tha

txpreflion of the nation, and no foreign agent can be allowed to queftlou It, to

interpofe between him and any other branch of government, under the pretext

of cither's tranlgrelling tlieir functions, nor to make himfelf the umpire and final

judge between them. I am, therefore, Sir, not authorized to enter into any

cilfcu/Iions with you on the meaning of om* conftiLution in any part of it, or to

prove to you, that it has afcrihed to him alone the admiflion or inderdiftion of

foi-eign agents. I inform you of the faft by authority from the Prefident. I ha<.l

(ibferved to you that we were peri'uadcd, that in the cafe of the conful Dannery,

the crroi- in the addrci'a hud proceeded from no intention in thw Executive Coun-.
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ell of France to queftion tlie funflions of the PrefK^f.nt, and therefore no difficulty

wa« made in iffuing the coinnii{iicn. We are llill undtr the lame penuaiicn.

But in youi- kttcr of the i4.th inll. you ferfonally qutftlon the authority ot the

Pn fidcnt, and in conloquence of thac have not addreded to huu the commiflions
of MeflTrs. Pcnnevert and Chervi, niakhig a point ot this formaUt^ on your part,

it becomes ntctlVary to make a point ot it on ours alio, and I am therefore

charged to return you thoie commif!;ons,and to inform you that, bound to enforce

refpert to tli- order of lhing;i clbblifhed by our conftitution, the Prefident will

ilVue no Exequatur to any conful or vice-conlul, not direi^led to him in theuiual

foim, after the party, from whom it comes, has been ap])i il'cd that luch Ihould

fee the addrelii. 1 haiie the honor to be, &V.

TH: JEFFERSON.

TRANSLATION.
Nivv-YORK, i4.th September, 1793,

ad year of the French Republic.

Ihe Cllvzen C.-:>i£i, Mh/ijler Plenipotentiary from the Rtpublic of France to the

UnitedStates, to Mr. Jrjf-hjbn, Secretary of State oj the United Slates.

Si IV,

'T'HE multiplied bufinefs, with which I have been loaded fince my ftay here,
• has not hitherto permitted me to acknowle 'ge the receipt ot your letter to

me of the fth of Augultj it came duly to hand, and, as the decifions it con-

tains are only the coniequence of thofe on which I have already made the ftrong-

<:1t and the bed founded reprelcntations, I have thought that I fhould leave the

care of executing them to the federal government, becaule it is not my biifmeis,

in any manner, to give the confuh ot the republic orders contrary to the ienfe

«f our treaties, to prelcribe to them not to conform, relative to the armaments
and prizes made by our velTels, to the inibuflions given them by authority

fuperior to mine, and to enjoin on them to lulpend the eifeft of the commiflions
tliat our privateers hold from the executive council, and not from their dele-

gate. With refpe<5l to the indemnity promifed by tlie Prefident of the United
States to the Englifli miniltcr, in virtue of the principles he has eftabliihed, it

is not more in ray power to conllnt to it, as, in my opinion, it is net in his

to promife it. For m order to operate this new appicpiiation of the hinds of
the republic, the con/ent of the legillative bodies of both parties is muiipen.able.

However, Sir, tlioug'i I have not the right to vvithv-'iaw, i,utliOritaLiveiy,

the commitfions of which our piivateeis aie pofldfrd, aiaiougn I am equally

unable to conltrani them to liibmit to ueciiions wl.ich our irtaiits ot aiuance

and commerce ao not ianftion> and which t"e dec.lions given by uvtral tribu-

nals of the United States, wh;ch even the negcciaiicno wiih you. Item lo con- .

tradift, yet you may he alTured, that, aiitr having .uppcrteu as long as I have
been able the iiglits and the mteretts ot tiie i- reach people, I Ihall neglect nothing
to engage by pLnfuafion our privateers to lUlpend their crulics and change theiv

deftination. The objeft for which we have encouraged the arming ot all thofe

littie VelTels, was to dcllroy the commei ce of our enemies, and to block up their

feamen m your ports, for the pui poie or accelerating the return of peace by a

diminution of tlieir ftrcngth. This plan was good, and notwithltanding the

obfta.les oppofed to it, it has fo far iiicceeded, as to bring into our pofleirioa

fifty of their velTels, and to condemn to inaftivity an infinitely greater number.
This objeft is now accomplifhed ; fuperior forces will accomplilh the relt, and
if I have had the misfortune, by my obedience to my inttrudions, by my cb-
ftinacy in acknowledging only the laws and treaties ot the United States, to dif-

pleafe fome Anglophobifis or A7}ghmen, I have at leaft the l"atisfa£tion of having
rendered an important fcrvicc to my countryi whole prefent policy is entirely

tievotcd to the v/ar.
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I am ver)' fenjlble, Sir, of the merrfures which you hav: ta!:cn to fr\i5rafe

the odi#us pro,L(^\s of lonie emigrants refugees of St. Domingo, and it were to

be wilhcd that we could expel this race enliivly, as well as thole t.-f the emi-

grants md ariltucrats tf Eiu^ope, much more ilaiigerous to the peace, liberty

and inde|)cndcnce of the United States, than all the privateers i)i the ^v^,Il<^.

G K N E r.

Germantown', November 2 id, 1793.
Mr. JifcrfoHf Secretary of Stale y to the Miuistir I'te/iijoL/iliarj oj fraucc.

Sir,
TN a letier which I had the honor of writing to you on the 12th of July, I in-
• foniicd you, that the Prelident expected that the Jane of Dublin, the Lovely
Lafs, and Prince William Henry, Britifh ve.Tels, taken by the armed veficl

Citoyen Genet, (hould not depart from our ports until his ultimate determination

thereon Ihould be made known. And in a letter of the 7 th Augud, I gave yoii

the further information, tliat the Prefident confidered the United States as bound,
purfnaiit to pofitive alfuranccs, given in conformity to the laws of neutrality, to

effectuate the reftoration of, or to make compenlation ior pri/es, made fubitqutr»t

to the 5:h day of June, by privateers fitted out of our ports j th;it, conle(j[uenLly,

he exptcled you to cau.e reltitution to be made of all p.i'izes taktJi and brougjit

into our ports, lubiequcnt to the faid 5th of June, by i'uch privateers, in deies5l

of which he confidered it as incumbent on the United States to indemniiy the

owners of fuch prizes j the indemnification to be reimburHd by the French
nation.

Tnis determination Involved the brig Jane of Dublin, taken by the uiTneJ

veffel Citoyen Genet, on the 24th of July, the brig I ovtly Lais, taken by the

fame vel'fel, on the 4.th of July, and the brig Prmce Wiiliam Henry, taken by the

fame vjifel on the 28 th of June, and I have it in charge to eni;uire of yu\i,

Sir, wiiether thefe three brigs have been given up, according to the determi-

nation of the Prefident, and if they have not, to repeat the requifiticn, tliat they

be given up to their former owners.

i hwvethe honor to he, Cfr.

TH: JEFFERSON.

TRANSLATION.
New-Yok.k, 29th November, t 79 3.

2(1 year of the Republic.

7Ije Citizen Genet, Minifter Plenipotentiary of the Frefuh Republic, toMr. Jcjjcr-

fan, Secretary of State of the United Stains.

Sir,
T is not in my power to order the French vefTeJs, which have received letter*

of marque in the ports of the United States, in virtue ofour treaties, in virtue

of the nioft precile inllruftions to me, to reftorethe prizes which tlieyhuve been

authonfed to make on our enemies, but I have long fmce prelcribed to all our

conluls, neither to oppole nor allow to be oppofed, any refiltance to the moral
force of the jultlce of. the United States, if it thinks it may interfere in alTairs

relative to the prizes, or of the government, if it perfills in the fyllcm againfl

which I have inceiHiutly made the belt fo\mded reprefenfations.

Neither is it m my power. Sir, to confent that the indemnities, which your

fovernment propcfes to have paid to the proprietoi-s of tlie faid prizes, fliould

e placed to the account of France, ift. Becau.e no indemnitv is due but when
fome damajie has been occafioned in the ule of

1

a right which was not polTelU'd,

whereas our treaties and my inltru6fions prove to me, that we were fully au-

thoriled to arm in your ports. 2d. Became, according to our ccntlitution as

wdl as yours, tlis cxircutiYe has a<;t tht subitrary apnropiiaUon of the funds oi
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ihe flat:e; and the executive council of France and llieir ddcgnles, could no?
confcnt to a reimlnirieinent of the indemnities in queiHon, but when the legifTa-

tive body (hall firft have renounced, under its refponiibiHty to tiie people, the rifvlif

which ! have been cxprellly inltruftcd to nuintain, and afterwards have g;i:uired

the fuins demanded by cur enemies, and which have been promifed tlum by tlw

Prefident.

Accept my refpcH,
1 Ci E N E T.

TRANSLATION.
New-York, November nth, 179";.

' 2d year of the Republic.

The Citizen Gene',Mini(ler Plenipotentiary, of the Republic of France, to Mr. 'JeJ~

ferjon, Secretary of State of thi United States.

Sir,
'T'lIE funds which were at the difpcfition of the French Republic for the ye?s
* i793,beingexhaulted by the cokinial bills drawn on them, by the confiderablf?

cxpenfe which the continuance of the veflels of the republic, in the ports of the

United States occafions, by the fuccour which I have given to the refugees fronT

the Cape, the fupplies of all kinds which I have i'ent into the French colonies in

America ; in fine, the divers cxpenli^s uf the Irgation and of the adminiftratioii

confided to me, I requelt the favor of you to make known to the Preiident of
the United States, that I am forced in order to face our engagements, and to re-

lieve our nioft prelling neccflities, to draw on the funis which will become due
to France, in tlie years 1794, and 95, until Congrefs Hiall have taken into con*

fideration the mode of relmburl'ement which I have been inftrufted to propofe to

the Federal Government ; our contractors will be content with thefe aflignments',

provided tlicy are accepted by the trcafury of the United States, to be paid wheu
tliey become due.

Accept my refpeiiy

GEN E T,

1793-

TRANSLATION.
New-York, 14th November,

2d year of the French Republic.

The Citizen Genet, Minijier Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, to Mr. Jejfer-

fon, Secretary of State of the United States.

Sir,
TT becomes extremely important that you fliould have the goodnefs to InforftT

. me without delay, whether I can draw, by anticipation, on the approach-

ing reimburfements of the debt of the United States to France} our agents being-

informed, that the f\inds which were at the difpofition of the republic for 1793,
are exhaufted, have fufpended their lupplies and their enterprizes, until they

(hall be afiured that the aflignments of the debt, which I may make to them in

viitue of my powers, fhall be paid when due. As without doubt you will

fcfrm to yourfelf a jull idea of all the branches of the fervice which will liifFer,

as long as this authority fhall be withheld from me, I am periuaded, Sir, that,

you will zealoufly lecond rne in this negociation. Two thoufand feamen and
Ibldiers whom I fupport are on the eve of wanting bread. The repairs of our
Veffels are at a ftawd. The indifpenl'able expeditions of fubfiftence for our colo-

nies and France arc fufpended. The federal government, without advancing a

iingleone of the payments fixed by law, can by two words figned by you or the

Secretary of the Treafury, again put every thing into motion, until Congrefs

fliall have taken into confideraiion the general mode of reimburlement which I

have been inllrufted to communicate to you; and which alone can put nic ia a
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condition to fupply, at Icaft France for the next campaign, fince it could not do
fo far this one. The long nights, the thick fog^ and tht; heavy fcasof winter will

be favorable to our tranfports, by rendering lefb probable, the painful rilks to

which the odious principles of England expofe neutral vcITcls, and particularly

thofe of the United Stat«s.

Accept my refpedl,GENET.
Germantown, Nowmber Z4t/j, I "93.

Hfr. Jefftrfon^ Setrttary of SiJte, to Mr. Genet, AUn/JJer Plenipotentiary nf the French

Republic.

Sir,

I
LAID before the Prefident of the United States, your two letters of the nth
and I4rh inftant, on the fubjcdl of new advance,-, of money, and they were im-

mediately referred to the Secretary of the Treafury, within whofe department

fubjcifts of this nature lie. I have now the honour of enclofing you a copy of hi*

report thereon to the Prefident, in anfwer to your letters, and of adding alfurance*

of the refpedl and eftecm of

Sir,

Your moft obedient and
moft humble fervant,

Tu : JEFFERSON.
"Tie Secretary of tbt Treafury, upon two leiters from the Afinifer Plenipotentiary of

France, to the Secretary of State, federally bearing date the llth and 14th if Navtm-'

ber, infant, refpeiifiUy Reports to the PrcfiJent of the United States, as folloivs :

fft.
'"I

""HE obje(5t of thefe letters is to procure an engagement, that the bills

JL which the Minift«r may draw upon the fums, which according to the

term* refpedling the contrads of the French debt, would fall due m the years 1 794
and 1795, (hall be accepted on the part of the United States, payable at the periods

ftipulated for the payments of thofe fums refpedtively.

The following confiderations are fubmitted as militating againft the propofed ar-

rangement

—

I. According to the view entertained at the Treafury, of the fituation of the ac-

count between France and the United States, adjufling equitably the queftion of

depreciation, there have already been anticipated payments to France equal, or
nearly equal to the fums falling due in the courfe of the year I794'»

II. The provifion by law for difcharging the principal of the French deb», con-

templates only loans. Of thofe, which have been hitherto made, the fum unex-

pended is not more than commenfurate with a payment which is to be made on the

firft of June next, upon account of the capital of the Dutch debt. It is poflible

that a fund for this payment may be derived from another loan ; but it is known to

the Prefident, that from advices recently received, full reliance cannot be placed

on this refource ; owing to the influence of the prefcnt ftate of European affairs,

upon the meafures of the United States for borrowing. It need not be obfervcd

that a failure in making the payment referred to, would be ruinous to the credit

of the United States.

The acceptance of the bills of the Minifter of France would virtnally pledge the

only fund, of which there is at prefent a certainty, for accomplifliing that pay-

ment, and as this is a matter of ftridl obligation, diredly affcfting the public cre-

dit, it would not appear advifable to engage that fund for a different ©bjecl, which,

if the ideas of the Treafury arc right, with regard to the flate of our account with
France, does not {land upon a limilar footing. ,

It would be manifeflly unfafe to prefume upon contingencies, or to enter into

engagements to be executed at diftant periods, when the means of execution are

'inrertaiu.
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Bui as there appears to be a difference of opinion between the Minifter of

France and 'he Trcnfiiry, with regard to the (late of the account between the two
countries, it is neccffary that fomethin}:^ on this head Ihould be afcertained. With
this view, tlic Secretary of the 'I'rcaiury will proceed without delay to take ar-

rangements of or the adjuftmcnt of the account.

ALEXANDER HAMILTON,
Secretary of tie Treafury.

Trcijfiiry Departtneul, ")

November 23> '7y3- J

M>
New-York, ai Novcmier, I793.

CliiiUii, Governor of NeivYurk^ to Mr. Genet, Mi/iijler Flenipotentiary oj

tranu.

Si u,

AS by y»>ur letter of the iTth inflant, 1 am informed that the veffel therein

. mentioned, now repairing at the wharf in the Eaft river, is called the Car-

magnoU , and that flie was fitted out as a privateer, in the Delaware, I conceive it

proper to tranlmit to you a copy of a letter which I have fince received from the

Secretary of war, dated the 15th inftant, in asfwer to one from me to the Prcfi-

dcnt of the United Sfatcs, infornTJnj!; hirfi of your having withdrawn the conimif-

fions granted to certain privateers, fitted out in the ports of the United States : By
which you will perceive it to be the fenfe of the Prefident, that this veffel fhould

be entirely di veiled of her warlike ccjuipments, nnd which, from the rcadinefs you
arc p'leafed to exprefs to conform to the views of the Federal Government, I can-

not doubt, will on the receipt hereof, be complied with, and that until this is

effedcd you will not permit her to leave the harbour.

' - I am, &c.
» •• Go : C L I N T O N.

'
> ; New-York, lyl November,, ^793*

ad year of the French Republic.

Citiztn Genet, Miiiif,er plenipotentiary from the French Republic^ to General Clinton

,

Governor of the flats of Neiu-Vork,

S I R,
•

I
HAVE received the letter which you did me the honor to write me the aift

inftant, as alfo the copy annexed to it, of a letter from the Secretary of War.
The frefli requifitions which have lately been tranfmitted to you refpedling the

fchoorier Columbia, formerly called the Carmagnole, are only a continuation of the

fyflem which has been obferved towards me, from the very commencement of my
miffion, and which evidently appears to be calculated to baffle my zeal, to fill me
witli difgiift, and to provoke my country to meafurei diftated by a jufl refentment,

which would accomplifh the wifhcs of thofe whofe politics tend only to difunitc

America from France, the more eafily to deliver the former into the power of the

Englifh.

Warned by this conjedure, which is unfortunately but too well founded, in-

Read of proving to you as I could eafily do that the orders which have been given

to you, are contrsry to our treaties, to the conduA of the Federal Government
even towards the Eritiih nation, whofe packets and a great number of merchant

veffels I am well informed, have been permitted to arm for defence in their ports,

to the bonds of friendfliip which unite the people of both Republics, and to their

mutual intereft, finte the veffel in queftion is intended to ferve as an advice-boat

in our correfpondence with the French illands, which, by our treaties, you nre

bound to gaurantec, and in whofe fate your property is no lefs interefted than ours,

I will give orders to the conful and to the French commodore of the road, t»

•OQform themfelves to every thing that your wifdom may think proper to dired.

Accept, Sir, my fincere and

refpedful attachment,

© fi N K T-

your

M'

(.51
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Nf.w-YoUK, 24//' N'ovrmbcr, l't<}i.

1'he Governor of Neiv-Yorl, to the I'vejUcni cf the UiiitiJ States.

Sir,

I
HAVE recently received a letter from the Secretary of War, duted tke tkK,
andalfo another dated the 13th inftant, inaniwer to mine of the bth of Sep-

tember laft.

On recurring to my corrcfpondcncc with the miniftcr of France, a copy of
which was cnclofcd in that letter, it vvill appear, that my olijcdl was to procure

the departure of the privateers Petit Democrat and CurnTagnole, agreeably to ycnir

decifion, communicated to me in a letter from the Secretary of War, dated tlie

l6th cf Augufl ; but as it was mentioned to be yourdefire, that, fore ihlc meafures
Ihould not be reforted to, until every ether effort had been tried. I thought it

proper to fubmit to your confideration the mcafure propnfcd by t!ic I'rcp.cli niinifler.

In the interim, the Petit Democrat departed from this harbmif without any aug-
mentation of her military equipments, fo far, as my knowledge extends. The
Carmagnole ftill remains here, and itfecms is the vlITcI to which my letter of the

15th in.'lant refers. I now tranfmit a fccond letter whiclfrl have written to the

French minifter on this fubjedt and his anfwcr, and hav'c oi\ly to reijuell to be in-

formed whether any farther interference on my part is expeOled.

As Ifhall in a fhort time fet out for Albany, to attend the mceti;igof our Icgif-

lature, I take this opportunity of apprizing you of it, in order, that if any arrange-

ments are thought necefiary, which may require my perfonal attention, they may
be concerted before my departure, as it is uncertain whether I iliall return to tliis

city before fpring,

I am, with fcntlmcnts of the higheftrcfpcfl:.

Your moft obedient fervant,

Go : C L I N T O N.

New-Youk, 2<ith N'jvemher, 179,^.

ad year of the Republic of I'raiice.

Citizen Genet, J[TtnlJIer Plenipdientiary of the Republic of Fr.inci- -iultb the Untteii

States, to Mr. fcffevfon. Secretary of Stair of the United Siatet,

.Sir,

I
ASK your pardon, if my difpatches precipitate themfL-lveri with fo much rapi-

dity on you ; but events amnuncc themfclves in fuch a manner, daily, tJiat I

am fcarcely able to trace and notify them to you. My preccdiiig difpatch^'s liave

prefented to you, complaints on the workings of tlie new emigrants, who inurulate

your continent. I have affayed to unmalk to you, tlie profouhd anil double iit-

trigues ; I have notified you of their infults to the Frencli a;:,cnts, and the perfonal

dangers which thefe agents are daily expofed to, furrounded by thefe furies. At
prefent, I have to inform you of fads, well charadlerifed ; and if ( do not obtain

juftice, I (hall, at leaft, have done my duty, and my heart and my ..oijutry will

have nothing to reproach me.
It is announced to me, from Baltimore, that aoo colonifts arc embai''.'iig, in tl'.e

Chefapeake, for Jeremie*. The Philadel})lua counter-revojutjonary j'refTjs ad-

vertife, that two veffels arc about taking paffengers for the INIoL'-. Thus, Sir,

it is no longer the good offices of an ally, that France has occafion to claim of t!\e

federal government—It is not to aid in our delirudion, that I have to conjure you

—It is to intreat you, not to confpire in the lofs of a colony, whicli you ought to

defend, that my afflid;iug duty is confined to.

With whatever fury they have o'ojlinatcly perfjledt'} fa'uU mc, lilihds, iihidi I de-

fpife, as an enemy of the American people, and of their govern;ner.t,and as afpirjug

to involve you in the war, you knov/. Sir, with what moderation I have reniinujd

* Ina veffel belonging to Mr. Zacbariah Copmaiiii,

f One is thejhip Dclazvare, captain "James Art, fitted out hy f.vih's S.'.ir,e;!hdcr.

The other is the Galliot Betfey Hannah, captain Donanchan, fitted ent by MiJ/icttr.

Reed and Seder.
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you of the ol)li«Tai-ion« which were impofed on you. In that alio, 1 have a clear

confciencc, of havinpj hccii influenced, neither hy our fucc«ni'9, nor our mintortuncs.

I hiivc >>nly ceded to provifory aiH-., which, conceiiliHjj a manifclT; coiitradii'liori

under an apparent niodcfty, avow the inability to defend us, andufurp, at the fame

time, the ripht to let u. be attacked

1 have in my pofleirion, the pioofx of a confpiracy, which broke out in Septem-

ber lafl:, for tlic furrender of the Mole; and the original papers cnclofed, prove,

that It was concerted in firll days of 179,^, and figntd then with names which were

not unmalked till 7th September lafl:, 'I'he confpirators, adroitly concealed, were

iirpinjr claims on the Republic, at the moment tbcy were treating with the i'.njr-

lifh miniller, to the end, that by this double intrijjue, they ml^'^bt nvertlirow tlie

true friends of the French, and conduiit to its end their fhameful plot. 'I'hefe par-

tial threads, which dlfcovcr thtmfelvcs now, were only acceffury portions of the

confpiracy of a grett traitor, ccU'braH-d in the laft year, now ciuflied under renmrfe,

and the contempt of tb.e world. Tlie French people. Sir, have bafHed all thcle

intrijijues, and if ulterior proofs were wantinjj of their wifdoni, of their firm de-

termination to be free, and of the (lability of their government, you would find

them in the ^lorious fl:ruoj.cle of the prefent campaign. Therein, amidlt great re-

vcrfes, fignal victories, and attrociovs corfpirasies, the Coloffus of the French

people raifes itfelf majeflicaliy, and makes tlieir enemies tremble. Thefe then arc

the friends, under whole wing America will l.irave the defpots who divide their

hatred between her and us. 'Jhofc are the friends, who, among the general mea-

fures of rigor, which circumRances force from them, do not ceafe a moment to

remember you, to except you from them, 'i he demands, which I make of you

jn their name, Sir, are conlined to this, that you will not fufFcr poignards, for

their alTaffination, to be forged in your territory.

I pray you, in confequencc, Sir, to rcptcfcnt to the Prcfidcnt of the United

fitates, ill. That the perfonal fafety of our confuls is threatened, at Charlefton and at

Baltimore, and that little adivity is employed for their protection. 2d. That 200
colonial emigrants are embarking at Baltimore, and are perhaps departed to join

the traitors of Jeremie-—That two other veflels, armed, doubtlefs, by our enemies,

arc advcrtlfed at Phibdelphia, in the counter-revolutionary gazettes, to carry

paflengers of the fame ftamp to the Mole, Saint Nicholas. 'I'hat 1 know alfo, of

my certain knowledge, that American veflels have, for fomc time, carried provi-

fions and wi:r ftores to thefe two rebel places ; and, in fine, tliat the emiflarics of

men, with whom fome of your miniflers afi"ociate, have gone to this illand, whieii

lia=-becn a long time the prey of a tboufand artful confpiracies, there to ncgociate

infurrcclions, and the ruin of the commercial interells of my country ; that it is

on your territory, that all this is doing ; that it is in your country, in fine, that

cxills the centre of the intriguing dcfolutions of our ultramarine poffeflions.

1 rcqucfl: you, Sir, to obtain a definitive anfwcr, from the I'upreme head of the

federal government, on thefe two objects, in* order that I may, by the firfb oppor-

tunity, ii-.form the French government of the iteps I have taken in thUrefpedl, and

of their eft'edl.

I f;'...ll moreover take the liberty to propofe to you, a meafure, which I cannot

adopt, but with your authority, and which would obviate the fubterfugea of trai-

tors, and the coercive means which you may not pofiefs. It is, to give orders to

the armed vefl'els of the Republic, to fl;op every American vefTcl dellincd for the

jtland of Saint Domingo, which fliall not have a pafTport figned by me. Thus 1

fiiall prevent the introducftion cf enemies, which may cfcapc your vigilance, and
we Ihall guard your citizens from fedudions and dangers. I beg of you to make
linown to mc the ijitention of the Prclident on this propolition.

Accept my refpedi,

GENE T.

M.
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Pini.AnEi,rHrA, NuvfrnW ^o^ I7<)J.

Mr. y firfiii, Secretary r/ .9/.j/.-, tj Mr. Genet, Min'tjler P/miputefiluiry nf France,

IH \VV. hiid liefor- the Pr:fident of the United State*, your letter of November
2 5 h, A!id ikivj iiow the h -ncr to inform y.tu, that mod of its obje^s, b?ing

b'-yond the powers of the ex'.':u'ive, they can only mtinifcft their difpofition^, by
iid'np; on thofc which arc within their powers. Inftrudtion^ are accordingly fent

to tlu'.lil>rl>i> , .'I oriioys of the United States, refiding within (latei wlierein Fi'Jtich

coiifu! . are ilihlilhcJ, reouiring them to infui:n tli.j conruli of the nature of the

provi<in:i» made by ihe laws, for preventing, as well as punifliing, injuriei to their

pf.r.'tnti, andtnadvife and alTil Ou^m in culling thcfe provifions into adtlvity, wh.-n-

ev;.:* the oecafious for tlicm fnuU arife.

It is not p^ rvnitt'jd, by the law, to prohibit the departure of th." emigrants to St.

Domingo, according to the willi you now exprefs, any more thm it was to force

them a vay, according to that expreffed by you in a former letter. Our country is

op-^n to all men, to com: and go pca:eably, when they chufe ; and your letter does

not mention, that thefe emigrants meant to depart armed anJ equipped for war.
Left, however, this ihould be attempted, the governors of the ftatesof Pennfylva-

nia and Maryland are requeftcd to have particular attention paid to the velTels

named in your letter, and to fee that no military expedition be covered or prrmii-

ted, under colour of the right which the palTcngera have to depart from thelV

flates.

Provifions not being clafTcd among the articles of contraband, in time of war, it

is poHible, that American veflcls may have carried them to the ports of Jeremie and
La Mole, as they do toother dominionsof the belligerent powers; but if they have

carried arms alfo, thefe, »«> being contraband, might certainly have been Hopped
and confifcated.

In the letter of May 15, to Mr. Tcrnant, I mentioned, that In anfwer to the

complaints of the Britilh minider, againft the exportation of arms from tin: Uinted

States, It hjul been obferved, that the manufaiSture of arms was the occupation and
livelihood of fome of our citizens; that it o'jght not to be expedled, tint a war
among other nations fhould produce fuch an internal derangement of the occupation*

of a nation at peace, a$ the fupprelfion of a manufaiflure, which is the fiipportof

fonie of itvcitizcns; but that if they fliould export thefc arms to nation'; at v/ar,

they would be abandoned to the feizurc and confifcation, which the law of nations

authorifed to be made of them on the high feas. This letter was handed to you,

and you were pleafed, in yoursof May 27, expref^ly to approve of the anfwer which

liad been given. On this occafion, therefore, we have only to declare, that the

fame condudl will b^^ obferved, which was announced on that.

The propofition, to permit all our velTels, deilined for any port in the French

Weft-India iflands, to be ftopped, unlefs furniflied with palTports from yourfelf, is

fo far beyjnd the powers of the executive, that it will be unnecelTary to cnumerat?

the objedtions to which it would be liable.

1 have the honor to be, &c.

'V n : J E F F E R S O N.

I

WARDi:NS-OrFICE,
Piill.ADFM'niA, i()th Novcm!':r, IJ')'-,-

Mr. Falcaiicr, JM ifrer Warden of ih,- Port of Fb'dadclpbia, to his Excellency Thnuia:

MJjlut, Gover/ior of the Comniomv.alth of Peiinfylvania,

Si r,

IN obedience to your excellency's letter of this morning, I have feen Mr. Jacob

Shoemaker, one of the owners of the fhip Delaware ; he informed me, thit

they intend their fliip for Cape Nichola Mole, and expedled to take a number of

pafiengers, if they offered ; but they aflure me, only one pcrfoa hai, as yet, en-

gaged his paffage in the fhip Delaware ; I have requefted of Air. Shoeniak..r ar.l

Captain Art, that whatever Frenchmen may engage their pa.Tagcs, that tiie/ wiii

^
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brinjf them to me, in order to declare the objctJl of their voyage. I have alfo btei
with the owners of the (Joillctte Ectfcy, who are Recti and Tord; who inform,

that fticMn not bound to Jcreniic nor thi; KloK', liut chartered by a I'rcnth gentleman

for Guadaloupc, to j^o there in order to brinij off hi^ property ; I'onie paflengers

are going in her for that ifland. You may rclt ufTurcd, I will pay every attention

to thofc vcffeU ; and if I c:m difcovcr any thing like arniamciu, 1 fhall give your cz<

ccUcncy immediate notice of it.

1 am your excellency's moft obedient

liuinhlc fcrvant,

N A T H A N I n I. FALCONER,
Mailer Warden of the Port of Philadelphia.

Copy.

A. J. D A L L A S, Secretary.
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have alfu bee

; who inform,

'tich gcntlcmnii

inie paflcngcr:

cvi ly attention

11 give your ex-

DONER,
[Philadelphia.

3, Secretary.

D E P J RTMENT of srATE^tonvU:

THEREBT certify, that the preceding copies and

tranjlations, beginning with a letter ofMay twen^

ty-fecond, one thoujand feven hundred and ninety^

three, and ending with one of November twenty-

ninth, one thoufandJeven hundred and ni?iety-three,

are from originals, or from authentic copies, in the

office of the department offlate,

GIVEN under my hand, this fourth day of

"December, one thoufandfeven hundred and

ninety"three,

T H : J E F F E R S O N.
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FRENCH ORIGINALS.

Liquidation 4e I*

DettedesEtats-Ui.is
«nvers la Frsiice.

A PifitADEiPHTt, \e sa. Mai, ifpj.
Tail a. lie hi Rtpublique Fran^aift.

i.* Ch»yia Genet, IUi:i/lre I'leni/iutentialrt eit Im
Hilubliyus Frav^aifc, ,i ;)//•. J e F r i; il s u N»
Suritttire iPEtat da Etnts-Uni's tie l*.t:i:iiiqut.

Monsieur

LE Conleil cx^eottf de la Ripiibliquc Tninvnirfi a Si^pas par oion rrecq.eirouv, la

Citoyeii Tersiant, remprctrcmoiu avec K-.,!iel !e jouvpniement cie litais-l-iiji d«
I'Am^riquo s'ell prfite i l:i*.iJitcf Ics achats qi^ ci .nini'lve a <'re cIihvvv i" i'ire

dans Icj Etats-Unis pour le ;.ompti.- dc la X^p.iblique Ffancairc, a' ; 'H c I'a'.uiaer-iic
dcs traites des CoIonffiS, aiiqu.'J des circuuC.i.i :es iii!ptrieul'i;s I'ont 'i"'!!!?!: d<-' j_viur^'oir.

Le coufeil ^xicuti*', Monft.'.ir, ni*a roonnn. i ac .I'cxpjiin./ aa t.'U',tnu''i "-m Anu-ricain
2a reconnoiniince qi'n in: ialpiiei-t C'^utos li ; iKaiiiuci .I'.imi.i*. i.;ii'il a d»r,iic<.s a cu I'u-

jet au peuple Francais ot potu- iui proiivti i;. rc-^ij rocitti .!:• iKi. .'l-i.tim^i' , ii s'.iv d<-
jermini J» iniprimer l'.i- U chump iin gi.ijiil luotiv 'n^eiit au cuir.UBiCi: d. U ' v nvec
I'Airdfiqi'e, en tivau* •Id'oni-ais des i

' -rats-l nir, !a phis gTa-;di pattie ^c-^ l',il-.aia..t.cs e«
des approx ifionnemciis nccc\i;uvi!S j)'>nr ies anuies, les flott.-', et Ics co1m:i.-s do la Ke-
piiblique Fran^aife,

Lc Lonfoil ex^cntil'tn'a cofifii? la dir.'clion de ces gitandef et utiles criJiation-, ot il

jii'a donn^ de< pouvoi's pai ; ! ouliers, renterm^.s daus 'cs liij.ports ct J^'ns 'v's a 'v-tiJs ci->

joints, en vci-tu dcsquel? jj fui-, autorifi.' par 2e conl:iI e: par !a tfL-Lo^rrxc ..•.iLiouale de
France & empl'j^^er les loiiimos di'i:t ies F-tats-Unis pouvrunt cfleiftiii,- !;; p.«,cii'ciit foif

/«iir dette covers la Funf^f, '-ii cl'Hl',- CjUi? ji; me pvocuioiai fiu- i.ic ./-...:s y^i'for.cJlca

payables par !a cailf* clc In irt-li'! r« ; ationtlc, :i achetcr u..-: lliLii'lir.iicc j dcs manitiona
navales et i rcmplir d'autre', fe, v^^^i particiilie.s, ccRrjiiiien i;iir ww oruiirs qui m'ont
iti donnds pa; les miniflrcs do INntcrieur, de la guerre, dc la • tai u, e: Ucj aftairca

4tr«ngeii?^.

Le gouvernement dus Erats-Uiiis eft trop icl»'ti nour nc pas leucif Ii"! avnrtages im-
nenl'es qui relUltaiOac de CL'tte incfurc pom- le } «;iiple A.-.L-i-'A'.iiii, ct jc i-.c iriiis doiiter

Ijiie coiuioifiTant ]c« difficiilti?» que differcnte* cit oiirtancs nouvroi :!it o..poier dans ce
.noment'Ci il'execu^ion 00'= 1 onimiflio>i» fuefl'^es qui m'ont etc do'intes, s'i) ne loptfitoit

point encore ik nous faire toucher <la nouveanx 1- I'd'. par p."ricipation, il I'c rrouve daus

ia lagefle et dans i<>s rajipoi ts ci-jointj. un mir.iftt-; u s contiil iTti>iii pnbliqiies dc Franca
dcs inelljres propres a rtTnplir nos vues et a fatisfUirs nos beloins.

11 ne ift'appuitit^nt p.'int de juger fi le pr^fjdcn: des litatf-oniK eft rcvfitu de pou-

voirs fuQlfans pour acquicllcr ii uotre denia .de fans le ccnit'oiirs dii corps Idfe'flatit;

mais je me pei-mcttiai de voiis obll-rver, jV/nnfknir, qne le* dLniiers payemc.is anticipds,

qui ont cii lieu, le prnuvent, ct que cc-tte qut-^Hon paroic ejjalenient relnlue par I'acta

lu Conlfres qui aiuorKV le p >iivoii- exdcutif h i^e chaiiger I'ordrc des rcnibpurfemens do
!a dette etraiigcre dcs F.tacs-L'iiis, que lorfqu*il y trouvera un avjirtage Evident. Oi
quel avantage plus itaiiblo ;>(iuv'oni nous vou> ofFrir que cehii de vous acquitrcr envcra

uous avec vos propre^ de.u'ics, fans exporter votre niinidraire, fans rccourir anx opi«

rations ondrsufcs dos biir-quiersV C'oft vous f^urnii' en mlue terns le nioyi'U de payer
vos dettc!, et d'cn ic'.iir vos concitoyens; c'eft enfin aii^enter la yalcur dc vcs pro-

duitions et par LOiiU-quLMit de vos terres, en dcabliflTaut uae coiicunence ni!ccflair»

encro nous et uie nation qui s' H, pour ainfi J.re, referve avec Leaucoup d'art et dtt

lacriSces k- nionopole de vor, prop.es denrdes. II eft tuu)."!, Monficm, que cettc r^volu<»

tion Conime-cialc, quf je icgaidt conims le complement de votre immortdk rdv'ilutiot;

politiqnc,-s'accouiplifre d'nne nianicre Iblide, et la T'rar.ce roe paroic ;;titf la feule pidf-

fance qui piiiire o;«ircr ce bien incalculable.-—Elle le d(i(ire viveni^nt; les (ages difpo-

fitions dont jc viens de vous rendre comptc en -font |e garant : C'cft do iC k votre gou-

veinement iiiaintcnant a feoondcv leg vucs qui nous font fui>ti;cri;es par notre conftanta

-reitid pour nci frircs les Am^ricaius et par le dtlir quo ii'>us avons de reriTicr les lien*

t]ui nous uniflent A eux. Jo me fcra", Monfieur, un devoir bien doux dc n.(- coiiformer,

dans l*adraipiftrat;oa qui ra'cft confide, k ces fentiiuens d.' la nation Frani,-aife pour touj

les Etats-Uuis, cc alin que chacun d'^ux participe & l^xtonfien dc no* rapports com«
merciaux, j'aprai Coin de idpartir mcs achats cntre les difTtfrens Etat* de I'Union autant

que le perniettront les produftions natnrelles dc l>;ur fol et la nature Ue leur commerc«,

je ne n^gligerai rien noa plus pour que le niodw' qui ni'eft prefcrit pour patTer les mar-

ih^s, mette non feulement les ndgocians Am^ricains ct Fran9ais, mais aulli les proprii-

vajfes de tcrro et les fermjerj, ea mefure «lc protiter des b^n^ficcs qui pourront refult^^.

dc no« fpproviliuuaiemeuk. _
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Bette A -'o'icain*.
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pi'umier rapport.

LE Citoycn Genet, miniftre do la Rdpublique Franfaife unpri* dci Etat«-Unia
d'Amdriqiie.'aitd ch«rg6 par Ic confiil exdcutif provifoire, de^hlliciter aitpris dil

gouvernenicnt Amdricain, le payomeiu dfs fomTii.;.s qui reftenc diies h la France par lee

dits Et^its, qui^iquc tous les termct convenus pour le remboiiitemcnc nc fbieat pas encore
ichus.
, Le .confeil cxdciitif provifoire » cti conduit h cette vefolution.

i". Par I'itendue des beloins do la Ri^publiquo, taut en lubflflanccs pour fa con-
ibmmatlon intdrieure, que puur Ics munitions et les fubfiftances dont il taut approvi-
ilonner Tes amicus de teire ct dc. mu.

a". Par la conveuance d'achetcr unq psrtie de cc» munitions et fubfiftanccs, dans
les divers march(is des Etats-Unis,

. 3". Par I'avantage que la Ilcj.iibliqiie trouvcra dans le payemcnt de ces achats fur
\es Meux nifime, et des Jcnicrs pim'jna.is dc la dctto Anievicji:.,!.-.

, 4". Eniin par la confidcracio.i d»; Ja convcnance que los '".tvit '-LTnis peuvent trouver
•ux-niSities dans I'anticipation des icvubouileme;. . qu'ils doixLMi; Inire i I3 France, di»
que ces reinboavfLMiiens lernieiit oniinoyo., chcz i.'.ijk-i-;.3mes, c)i ;u'oduftiou de leur fol.

En confc'quent'e, le Citoyou fJon*.; s'l-i!; concune a/cc lc» rainillres dc Piiitericur,

«le la guerre, de la innriutf, ct des aftalres itiaujiiici, ^rr " drclier i'^tat gi^ndral de«
Uipenlcs dont il fer.iit c;ian:!;(S.

Siiivant cet i5tac, I'cnijiioi -Jos fonds q ic Ic Citov^'n Genet nurait h fairc, ferait d'en-

Viron dix-lejjt n^iiiioii^ delivrss touruois; tbmme qui n'<irrive pas a la tutalite de ccli«

^uc les Etats-l'.iis rei''?nt devoir it la France.

Mais le Citoyea f'fiict Jait ii ceia deux iiu'fJons:

La proniioie d'! lavi^ir comineiit il ri'-jjleni ia tr., pvabilitc avec la tr^forerie nationalej
•tteudu que le produic ce la dette AuKricaine doit e;itrer d»ns iii caiflFe.

La fecondii lupfolb qui; ier. achats de munitions ct d? fulifillances font indifponfahles,
•t qu'ils doivent i-oe taits et exp^dids en France avec c(51erit(^. D6s lors ie niinillre

Ger.et deinande, comment il rcmplacera les fonds de la dettc Awdricaine, dans Ic cas
•il le gouveriieraent Amerieaiii cii refuferaic le rembourfemcnt par anticipation.

UDSKRVATIU NS.
i" fur la coraptabillte..

En funpofaitt que les Etats-Unis confentent a anticiper leurs rembourfemeni ; ils I*

fcvont de dent manitre'!. -

'

Ou en efii^ces fo.inaates, ou billets de kur banque, ayant le mfime cours.

Ou en buns d'etat, po/taiit iiu6vi3r, ct remboiivliibles a de certains tcrraos.

Dans Ic premier cas nuile ditficultd. Le niiniftre Genet fournira fes ailignations fur

Ja trdforcric du g.iuvernement AmiJriciin, aux vendeurs de munitions ct fubCftanresj

«t aux parties jMonantes pour les depenTes reUiive* aux traitemens des condils, aux dc«

peiifcs cxtraordinaires et focvites, aux frais de I'ambaflade, et au ravitaillement ou repa-

rations des vaifleanx. Ces alligiiations feront timbrees du di5parteiue!!t du niiniftire fur

la comptabilitQ duquel elles auronc ^td fournies; la treforerie Auidricaine les remettra it

la triiforerie f'ranjaife, eu extinftion de la dettedes Rtats-Unis; ct celle-ci les pafl'ora

«u credit des dits Etats, et a la charge de chaque di-^parteinent minifteriel dont ellcs

portcront le timbre, comme faifaiit partic des fo.nme« allou^esparla convention Nationalc

ji chacun de ces dipartemeis pour Icurs d^penfes.

Dans le feeond cas, la forme doit 6tre la ni^me, parceque le jniniflre Genet n'accep-

tera des billets d'etat dii gouvcrnement Ara^ricain, qu'autant qu'il pourra faire nfai^e

de ces billats conime valeur comptant; ce dont il s'aflurcra avaut d'avoirconclu aucune
tranfa^lion, ni d'un cdt^ ni d'un autre.

D6s lors )es quittances que le miniflre Genet fournira au gouvcrnement Am^ritnin,

avec le timbre du ddpartemcnt pour leqncl leur valeur aura 6ti eniployde, auront le

snCme efFet a I'dgnrd de C8 gonverneraent et de la trefoierie Fran^aife, que A leur valeur

cut iti pay^e en elpfcccs.

II pourra bien arriver que les billets d'etat, que le niiniftre Genet fe trouvcra dans le

cas de rcccvoir, en place d'argent efFeilit^ pardent quelque chofe; mais alors cette

yertc doit tftre paflSe ea depenC; dans le conipte que le niiniftre Genet fournira dut

«mplois qu'il aura fait pour les d^patteraeus dti I'int^rieur, de la guerre, de la marine,

•t des affaires dtrangtircs.

, a". Sur le ess oh le gouvtrtitmeiit Amiricain tie confentirttit it aututt paytmetit ««»(•

. aipe de la dette des Etats-Unis tKvirs la Frtwce,

II n'y a que deux manieres de pourvoir Ji ce cas improbable, (1 I'on peut fuppofer

^ue les Etats-Unis ont int^rit a leconnaitrc la R^publique Franfaife, et a vivre en

bonne intelligence avec elle.

Lors m^rac que nous ne pourrions pas compter fur la bonne volenti des Etats-Unis,

la fituation des finances ou I'exceffive chcrti des mitaux contre aflignat, ne nouj

pcrmcttraicnt pas d'exporter en Ani(5riquc une fonime confid^rable en piaftres. II fav.t

done faire ufatiie de traites fur I'Europe : elles 4evraient fitre ou fur Londi'cs et Aur
iberd;im,. k I'ald'i d'un credit qui ferait ouvert au citoyen Genet, et dont il ferait donn«
•onnoifTance en Am^riqucji on fui la trdfotfEi* Katioualc de Ftaucc eUc-mtfnc.

« SnorforpoUi
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C(s qne le fonvemement Apgl»i« veut nous faire la giuetre, le premier neyen a*

peut ni w dcat fitre employe. Non-fculemcnt un credit durable jiifqu'.'i la tin de»
•pdrntion', ferait iripofliblc 'i obtenir; mais encore ii ferait excelQvcmcnt couteux pat
1» baifle dos i'hinj!;i.s qntf i'lStac dc guerre peut eiiturc tfnipirer, II ne reftc done qua
la reii'ourte de Ibiirnir des traitcs fur la trelbreiie iiatidnale^ mais fi ccs traites jouif«
fent du rrddit qu'olles nK-ritent, comme il y a lieu de le pcnfer, les Am^ricains leuft

prefereront encore des iicldgations fur la dottc des Etats-lJnis, en forte qu'il cfl trfi

probable que ce niayen de s'acquittcr en Amcvique, le mcilk-ir,- done la Rcpublfque puill

fe fervir, <et en mdme-tenis celui fur lequel le eonfcil extcutii pcut le uiieux c luijjter,

k moins que les litat»-Unis ne voululfent fc tendve hoililes envors la lliSpubliqit'.-, co
qui eft contre route railon «t touto apparciice. JMais ii iaut remplir toutes Ic tbrmet
^ont romiTion pourraic caufar au citoye;i Genet quolqu'onibarris. En co.ifeq.ionte la
miniilre d«s cuntiibutions publlques propofe au confuil exiicutif pro\ifuire la d«ciQoa«
fuivante. ^

" 'DECISION.
La trcforerle nationale remettra au Citoycn Genet une declaration par dcrit h l'elT«ft

Ac I'aucorile.: il eniployiM', confjmi^nicuR aux ordrcs des miniitres de I'ltitorieur, de Is
gierre, dj la marine, Jc des affairos ctr.iiit;i;rcs, lei forani'js qu'it r'-'tiroTa du jjouvet-

Bcmeat de* Etuts-L'ni'; i:nv;;vs la Fi'ance ou pour en complttcr rentier rembpiti-fement,
taut en capital qir(Mi iiii<.iC;, co:ifor;ii6inent aux inllruftiors donnees au Citoycn Genet*
relativeinent it la i'miidati >n de l:i deite. Ln trtSforerie nation »Ie autorifera da infime 1«

Citoycn Genet il (o.iriir vmi a fnire founiir fur fm caillier des lettres do change > deux
mois de vue, iiifja'a concuiranca dt-i foninies ni^cclfnirts au payement des fublillauces^

Munitions et aut js depenft:s qui lui feront ordonnees par les nifimes minillres.

Les dices lett ..'< tie chanp;o ne devront ttre employees que pour fuppl(5er aux fus-dits

payemens drns ). ea> oa le Cicoyen Genet ne pourrutt pas les liiiro en tout ou en parti»

avec b.s VorAi proveaa;)S do U. dccte Am^ricainc, dont ilaft chargi dc n^gocier le rem«
bourfcment.
Et afin tl'enjragcr les Etats Unis \ faire le rembonrfement quoiqu'ils ne puiflent pa«

reiViCbuev en tout ou en p.irtie en efpaces, le Citoyen (Jcnct eft autorifd k I'accepter d«
gouvcruenient AraeriL-ain cu tcts billets d'etat, portaut inti^rfit, qui fei-aicnt re9us ^our
compraiit par les pcifonn<?s ajixquelles le Citoyen Genet aura des payemens a taire

pour le cinipte de la Rep;iblUiai.'. Les mantlnts que le Citoyen Genec fournira fur 1«

trdforicr des Etats-Unis, val>.ur en efpeces ou en billets d'etat, porteront la declaration

du d^partanicnt pour Icquel ce? mandats auronc cti employes; le trcforier des Etats-

Unis les fera pniier, apris los avoit acquittesj k la tr^forcrie de France qui les eni«

ploiera conime rcc'ttc comptant a la ddcharge de la dette des Etats-Unis, et comma
ff.ifant partie des ibinnies alloiiecs par la Convention natiou.ile ii celui des trois depar-

ttniens diiignds IV.r ces niaiidats.

Les Icttrcs de tiin-.igi fur la treforerie nationale feront de mSine tiinbrdes du ddpartc-

went ff.inilti^ri'^l \ la charge tluquol elles auront dte fonrnie*; et lerout povtdes, par 1»

triforcrle nationiils, comme depenfe fur la fomme alloude au dit d(Jpaftc.iient par Ix

eonventiou nationale,

Le Citoyen Genet fera pafl'er a chaquc miniftre les itAts en bonnes formes, avcc

If 5 pieces a I'appni, tant des emplois des fonds faits confonntiment a fes oidres, qua

dc la maniire doiit il fe fera procurd les dits fonds.

Dans le cas on le Citoyen Genet auiait recu du gouvcrnement Americiin des bllletB

•u bons d'etat en rombourfemrnt de la dette'des Etats-Unis, et qu'il n'aurait pu fairs

ufai-e au comptant de ces bons on billets qu'au moyen de quelque factifiee; il palFer*

lap'erte en ddpenfe, comme falfant partie des frais des achats, expeditions ou payemens

dont il fera charge.
. , , ^ ^

Si le confeil approuve la dite ddclfion, il eu fera expS'Ui au Citoyen Genet una cop:e

oertifiie par le fecrttaire du confeil, ainU qu'aux miuittrea de I'int^rieur, ^de la guerre^

if la marine, et des atlaires ctrangeves.

JP/ir/f, I* a Janvier 179:..—- /'"" a ^e '" li'i'ublii/af.

Li prtifent tneuioire a cte lu et app-ouvc au confeil exdcutif provjfbrro, U %
Tanv'.er iros.—L'an a de la IWuubJique Fran^aife.
•' '^*

L* Uretaire (lu Con/iil,

GK.OUVELLB;
(^Signi,') i,E ftarN^

Miuiflre des aJPaircs ftra»*lres.

Je
rcrtifie la prelentc copie exarte et confoi-me il I'orisinal re«e en ">" malnJk

L PWadelphiej le m Mai 179%. L'an a dc la R^publique.

Lt minifirt tit i» iUPukUiUt Franrttift,

:,-'
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MctirMt du rtgfltrtt iitt dUibiraiiom dii eonfeil exteutif frtvlfiire, dm 4 yainvler Ifjj,
I'an 1 de U Kipubliijut,

LE mliiftre de« fi'ilve? otraiigcres a cxpoltf yue le Citoyen Genet, nomm^ mi-
nid.j plci;ipot«iitiaii-e de In itcpubliqucFianyaitb, prcs le Congt^s des Ettts-Uiiis
de I'AnicrTquf, ilt^cait ncceOaire que le coiiltil »irct4t, d^iinitivement, les in-

ilruft\o;is tl'aprts iesqi-illes il doit rcmplir Tr million.

Lcttiire a in t'aite du m'.'niolre dcflrind a former cotte inilruftion : le eonfeil, en
J'adopvi tv avrute que I'oxpcdit.on i> djlirrer au Cicoveu Genet, en fera fign^e pnr le

pr^fidtTt, ec co-,itrefign(*i.' /ai- le miniftre des affaires etctiiigirei.

Et dc luite, k" coiifeii ex icutif voulant determiner If li/vm* dan* Ixquelle feront exercds

les pleins poi'voirs ronfdrii.s an Citoyen Genet, relativemeni i la diic^ion des afFairea

coni'ulairosi^onr^n'u'-, d'»prd.i l?s conlid^rations pivfanties, tant £. ic le miniilrc de \n

marine, quo pn- eokii dos ftt'iirc ;jtr^iigire?, aya;it reconnu la lu'ceiiite de donner une
nouvclls orgr.'.!--'"itioii aux fO!.1i;J;'rs et vicc-co'.-.l'iiJats de rAa.dt'uuf icpteutrionale, a

ddlifadrd ct nirJt.> Jes di^jOlH; n ' fuivantcs, qui ferviiont d'inltruiili.jn au Citoyen Genet,

Ipour ce q'li coicern; .-ittp ps:!"' As la niiilior, et dont il lui fcra ddlivrd une expe-

dition (5;;>ui.>inc:iit li^.ice du pr6;ii.'>'jat thi ooufeil, et contreilgade par Id miuiftre de la

marine.

ijuit I'i tlriictiot) coroernant les affaires confuiairos gdudrales, les confulats ct vice*

conlnlni.; d.; TAn^triqi-.c i^.-ptcntrioi.iTli;. •

E;i ':o ;tiauiii/ 'c A;iibLT-iti':.s pv^c'dcntcs, le crmfcil exdcutif provifoirc a pris en
contid-l'iiitio'-'. la lion pani. ihciT dwinc; air Citoyen Genet, minillre pldnipotentiaire

At la R(3publiqi r . ..i;iv:'H'^> p-^-' Ic Coiigriis des Etats-Unis, pour fuivreles ndgociationa

Tc*lativ:..s au verrib.; uviaMii a;.s >otiiii.<; dchues oa >. dchcoir fur la dette des ditt £tati<

Unis e-ivs"s la Rtpuljlique Fmnv^ilc.
II a <5f6 rc'ida c^K^.tc do difftivcntcs diQjofitions et ddnlarchcs ddja faites pour parw

renir :"i ce but.

il a dtd espcfe cnfuite, qi»':ittendii I'utilitd qa'il y auralt de pouvoir appliquer le

prodiiit J.os viiniboiu-femjns q;li pourraient tftre eft'jfhics par le Congris il I'achat des
lunition'; ot fubiillancci dont il c-onvient \ la Republique de s'approvilionuer dans
les divers marches des litats-U;''i?, 1? C'itoyeu Ge^.t^t s'clt concert^ a cet effct avcc leg

jninillrcs dc ."iiitdviimr, de la gaiurre, tin la marine, ct des affaires ctrai)g;i.'rcs pour de-

terminer la maffc des icmdi qu'il leriit i:hai};-e d'employer Ji ces achats : mais qu'il ell

plufieurs points qui dDivcut ^ti'e ddtiiittivement rOgles par le eonfeil, foit rclativeracnt

«nx formes dc la comp'abilite, fjit pour fuppleer a ce qui pourrait raanqsier de fonds^
dans le cas oa le gouvernement Amdi'icran ne realiferait pas fea rembourl'eiiiens en pro-
portion des achats I'aits pour le compte de I."* Ilepiihiique.

En conlequence le eonfeil exdcutif provifoire, apr^s avoir cntendu et difcutc les rap-

ports et les mefures prcfentdes par Ic miuiftre des contributions, arrfitc les difpolition«

fdvantes :

i", Le Citoyen Genet fera autorift ik employer, ronfonm-ment a»3t orth-cs des mi-
niftres de I'iiittvieur, de la guerre, de la marine, tc des affaires dtrangircs, les fommes
^ui Uii feront pitj'ees ii compte de la dette des iitats-Unis envers la France, ou pour
con(bmmer I'eiitier rembourfement.

a". Pour faciliter ces rembourfcnjens,' le citoyen Gonet, dans le cas ofi U ne pour-
wit les obtenir en efpeces, pourra les accepter en fels billets d'etat qui lui feraient
remis par le gouveriiement Amoricain, ct qui feraient recus pour comptant par les per"
£>nnes auxqueiles le Citoyen Genet aurait des paycnrens a faire pour le compte de la
R^publiquo.

3*^ Les mandats que le Citoyen Genet foumlra fur la trdfbrerie des Etats<Unis en
^change de ces v«Ieurs, portcroiit I'indicuiion du departement pour le compte duquel
CCS mandats feront ddlivrds; la trcforerie des Etats-Unis, aprcs avoir acquittd ces
laandats, les fcra pafTer a ia trdforerie dc la Rdpublique I<'ian(;aife qui les employers
comme rccettc tomptaut, i la ddeharge des Etats-Uuis, en dcduAion de leur dette,

•t comme faifar.t y.avtie des fommes miles par W convention nationalc si la dilpofition

«tc celui des d>5pnrteme:is miniftdriels dd^ignd fur les mandat.s.

4«>. Dans le cas o& les tembourfemens des Etats-Unis ne feraient point cifeftuds

aflez J> terns, ni en fomtrc futfifante, le Citoyen Genet fera autorifi i fournir fur le

caiflier general de In treiorerie nationale des lettres de change, k deux moia de vue,
jufqu'a cohcurrenc* des iommCrS qu'il aura iti charge d'employer *ix payement des
I'ubiiftancesr munitions et autres depenfes ordonnecs par les dits minillres. Ces lettrea

dc change feront, ainti que les- m.".ndats, titnbrdes du ddpartement uiiniliericl au compte
duquel L-lles auront iii four^ics, aiin qu^- la tveforerie nationale puilfe les employer
^galement en ddpenfe fur les fonds dcicrctds pour ce departement.

5". Le Citoyr?n Genet fora pafler Ji cbaque miuiftre, des etats en bonne feme,
avec les pieces u I'appui, taut des emplois de fonds faits^ conformement k les ordres*

c|ue de la maniure dout il fc fera procure les dits fonds.
<>". Dans le cas oil le Citoyen Genet aurait reyu du gouvernement Amerieain, des

billets nu bans d'dtat, cn rcmbourCemeut de la dette des Etats-Unis, et qu'il n'aurait

pu faire ul'agc au comptant de ces bons ou biUete, qu'au moyen de quelque facrifice,il

• Cette iitflrufliou eft diposle dans les bureaus du miniflre det dffairil itfSngirct, J|
fiffs fo^ii (thifiii «n » M dithrit 0H tittj/iH Ginetf farofii Q,
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jitflcfa It pe^te en ctepenfe, comme faifant partie des frail d<« actiitflf np^fUtloni •
payemcns dont il fcra cliaige.

y°. II r.-ra dounu extiaic certifid de la prdfente ddlibdratlon, au comitd de la trdfo*

rerie nntionalc, all.i qu'il puifle concourir k Pexpddition dcs diipofltions ci-delTus pro*
noncces, ct don.ie. a cet cm-t, au citoyen Genet, les declarations et autorilatious fuf*

fifantes pour le Iuccl"! dcs operations importantes done il eft chugi,
Pour ampliation eoiiforme au regiftr*^

QSigne^ (JRi7' ^. i, LLE,
Secretaire du eatiftil,

Je certi&e la picicnte copie cxacte et conforme k I*orig;inal qui ell entre mea inainfl<

Lt mluiftr* di l<t Aepubliijue Franf.ifet prit ht £tatt-Unit de t^miriijutf
GENET.

Cctte Amcricaine, Rapport du miniflr* des ceittrihuthttt puhUquet, fur iM

ad. Rapport. liquidation de la dette yimiricttine.

LE proclrain ddpart dft Citoyen Gener, pour I'ambailadc des Etats-Unis d'Ani6«
riqut;, cxigc que le confeil exdcutif provilbire s'occupc, de nouveau, de la dcttn
des Etacs-Luis cuvers la Republique FranyaiCe.

J'ai ilonnd connoiiFance au Citoyen Genet des oftres faites par le Colonel Smith d*
NcwrYouk, taut pour procurer & la Rdpublique le rembonrfcment de ce qui lui rcfte

dii par les i^tats-Unis, quoique non encore echu, que pnur I'emploi d« cctte romnre,

foit en fou:iiitur<.'S pour les armdes, foit en bleds, farinei ct falaiibns, pour augmentcc
nos approvifin!iuemcns.

Le Colonel Smith eft parti pour I'Angleterre, et n'a donnd auciines nouvcllcs relatives

«ux operations qu'il se propolbit d'eiitamer; enforte que tout fc rdduit aux prelimi*

naires de la negociation.
Ces priliminaircs confiftent en une kttre du miniftre des contributions publiqnes, ad«

drclKcc le 7. Novembrc dernier au Colonel Smith, aprcs en avoir rdierd au confeil cx«
<ciuu' pro\ ifnire.-—EUe i-ciii"crnic

I"*. Un cs trait dcs lej^iihcs du confeil, qui approuve les offres du Colonel Smith.

a°. Le coniiitc courniit dcs Etats-Uuis avcc la Rdpublique Frangaife et celui do*
interSts 'ixes im. i. Janvier prochain.

,

3". L'Lta': >-1ps pertes que ta trtlorerie nationale feroit fur les rembourfemens qu'elle

m rcrus de la part des EtatK-Unis d'Aincriqcte, sMl ne lui dtoit pas tenu compte de !•
difference qui s'dt dtablie entre les aflignats qu'elle a refus, et le numdrSire cffeftif.

4°. Une approbation de la rcJuftion de Ja fomme due Jl la Rdpubliquc FranfaifVa
•n livres iliv-ling llir le pied de vingt-un Ihellings, foit une guinde contre a5"ios. d«
Frar.ce, tciie que k- Colonel Smith devoit I'obtcnir) laquelle fomme, compofde de capi-

tanx qui r.llent diies, des intcrcts fixds au ler. Janvier prochain, et de la perte de*
payemens ddjil f aits, devoit etre payde a Londres.

5". L'iipprol-ation du prix et conditions au.xquels le Colonel Smith olTroit de four*

nir vingt mille luiils de guerre, livrablcs h. Dunkcrque et confonnes k dcs cchantillous

qu'ii devoit y faire pafler.

J'ai remis une copie de routes ces pieces au Citoyen Genet, auquel les comptes feront

utiles pour ndgocier, lui m£me, le rembourfemcnt de la dette aupr&s des Etats-Uuis, eC

defefci-vir dcs ibmmes, refultantesdece rembourfemcnt, pour les bclbinsde la lldpublique.

Le Citoyen Genet obferve que le montant du folde ne fera plus le nifime, lorfqu'il ferit

arrive :i fa dcftination^ attendu les avances faites par la caiffe ftddralc, et fur la rtiquifi-

tion dii Citoyen Ternant, pour fatisfaire aux demandes de nnmdraire et de foumiture*

faites k Philadelphie par les adminiftrateurs de la partie Franyaife de St. Domingue;
avauccs que la cnifle fcddrale reprendra fur ce qui refte dit k la Rdpublique Fran;aif«

par les Etatf>-(Jnis. )

Le Citoyen Genet demande enfuite des inftruAions, tant fur les conditions auxquelles

il doit accepter le rcmbonrfement qu'il efpere obtenir du gouvtmement Amcricaiu, qH«
fur I'cmploi dcs fommes qui lui feront livrdes.

OBSERVATIONS.
II n'y a aucune doute que le gouvcrnement Amdricain ne veuiUe fe libdrer cnvrrs 1b

France, fans profiter de I'avantage qu'il tvouverait en s'acquittant avec des aflignats.

Cependant, comme les parties de la dette qui reftent k rembonrfer, ne font pas dchiies,

et qu'une loi relative k I'acquittement de cette dette, prefcrit au pouvoir dxdcutif Ame-
ricain, de n'anticiper ancun payement qu'il des termes avatitageu» i^ovlt lc% Etats-Uiifi;

il parott que cette condition doit €trc remplie, afin que le pouvoir dxecutif puifle cn-

trer en ndgociation.

C'cft au moins ce que r^ilUte d'une^lettre dcrite par le fecrdtaire Hamilton, le 7. Mar»
dernier, au Citoyen Ternant. II fait obftrver k cet ambafladcur, que les fommes prfitd*

par la France, ont dte empruntdes en HoUande; qu'il s'eft dcould plus de lix inois,

entre le tems oil I'argent a etd touclid k Amfterdwn, et celui oit il a dte vcrfc dans \%

caiffe Amdricaine; et que I'intdrfit payd pendant ce teniie a M en pure perte.

Mais cette perte ne peut pas regarder la Franc*. L'intdrfit lui elt dii du moment
qu'elle le paye die niSme. Or elle I'a payi sIh momtut v^ I'MgMit 11 ixi tm k AmftwF
4aoi« k U difpofition dts Aoiiicaiu*
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Cet Db}et ne paroTt ioiie devoir donner lieu h xacune compeniStlnn, et (hfis ttotit«

que U trdforeric Amiricaiiie trouvera jufte de s'cn tcnir n I'avantiigc que la loi cxig«

pour I'autorirer ii anticiper Ics paycmcns, auxqneh let KcntS'Uuis I'unt ob]ig6« en vers

la France,
La loi ne (pecifie point cet avantage. Quel fera-t-il? L'emploi des deniers pour le

•oniptc do la K^publique Fran9aire I'urle fol dcs Etats-Uni":, en eft un tres grand pout
eux. Ci't emploi tient aux circonftancea, qui probabiemeut ne (eroient plus Ics nifimes,

fi lit tr^forerie Americiiinc fe rcfulbit h des rembouriemenit anticipes. Cot avantage eft

tieli II confifte nonreulcmcnt dans une exportation confiderdble di dcnr^es .Aniericaines,

^ui I'eront payees avec Ics rcnbourfeineRs anticipes; mais encore, dans les arraugcroens

que le gouverncmcnt Am^ricain prendra au moyen det billets d'etat, neguciables en
Am^rique mfime; arrangcmens qui les difpenfeiont de toute op6r»tio'i de finance ea
Europe, pour s'acquitter en France nidnie, ainfi que les Etats-Unis ytibnc (.bli)i;<is.

Or l'emploi en Am^rique dcs fomnits diles k la Rdpublique, fi convenable aux litats-

l.Tuis, convicnt aufli it la R^publique Froui^ftife dans les circoiiftanccs on elle fe trouv*!.

II a d^jk iti orJonn^ par le niiniftre dcs affaires ^trang^res un ncliat dc grains, ia-

xines, et lalaiibns pour la valeur de trois millions de livres; h prendre lur la detta

Amdricaine, et cet achat ne peut £cre pay^ plus avantageuCcment que d« cette mnnicre.
II convient de plus h la It<^publique de donner de nouvelies commillions de ,L,rains4

aifime julqucs a concurrence dc ce que les Ecats-L'nis refteront devoir. Cette opera-
tion ne fauroit ^tre blaini5e, puifque tout invite le confeil ex^cutif provifoire h poui>.

voir la R^publique dc fubliftances abondammcnt et promptement, et que foit a I'cgard

in marchd, Ibit k I'tigard du payement, ricii ne convieut inieux dans ce moment que
rAmetique; et nul argent n'y coutera moins que cclui qu'ou recevra en rembourfemcnt
des £tats<Unis.

La fomme dilponible ne fera pent itre pas mi*me aufll eonfid^rable qu'il (eroit i. dd«
Crer, attendu les bcfoins des colonies Franjaifes, qui, ians doute, auront occafioMic de
nouvelies deoiandes k Philadelphie, depuis celles acquictdcs par le Citoven Ternnnt des
deniers qui lui ont ^te rcmis par la cailTe fdddrale, aiufi qu'il confte var fa lettre di
p. Mars.

II rerte h parlcr des conditions auxqncUes le gouvemement Atndricain achevevait da
fe libdrer envers la Rdpublique.— Celles que propol'e le ffcrdtaire Hamilton, dans f«

lettre dii 23. Juin irj)2, addreffde au miniftre pl^nipotentiaire dc France.
11 rappclle qu'il a 4t6 prictfdemmtnt convenu, entre le gouvemement Fran^ais et le«

Etats-Unis, que les munitions fournies et les payemens faits et a iaire dans ies Ftats»

Unis h compte de fa dette cnvers la France, ieroient liquidcs conlbnutmeut au pair
intrinlique des metaux dans les deux pays.

Cette convention eft la.plus Equitable qu'il foit poflible da faire, en obfei-vant, toutes

fois, que la France devant ^tre pay^e chez elle, on lui doit, dans cette maniere de cal-

«uler, les frais de tranfport d" mdtaux d'.\mdrique en France et raiHirance du rii'nu©

dc mer. Mais cette bonification peut-etre abandonnee, en favcur du rembuurteraent
ftnticipi.

En conflSqaence de cette convention, le fecrdtaire Hamilton itablit la quantite d'or ct

4'argent fin contenu dans ftn Ioui=, et un ecu de France, il la compare avc; 1« qua:itii6

des m^mcs mati^res conteniies conform^mcnt k la loi, dans un doUar, et il en concluc,

Ciuf erreur de fait ou de calcnl, k ce qu'une livre de FianCe eft igale a dix huit

15-100 cetitt, nionnoie dgale k la centi6me partie d'un dollar.

C'eft fur le pied qu'il propofe de convertir nos livres do France en dollars qui feront

Kvr^s dans les Etats-Unis, aux agens Fran9ais, autorif^s k pail'er cette tranfaftion et k
difpofer du r^fultat.

Je crois cette r^duftion encore plus avantageufe k la R(?publique, que celle promife
par le Colonel Smith, dans le cas oil il obtiendi-oit le reuibourfement anticipc. (^)uoi-

qu'il en foit, elle ne peut pas fitre refuli-e, et fans doute que le fecrdtaire Hamilton en-

tend que tous les articles du compte courant, entre la Rdpublique Fran^aife et Ics

Etats-Unis, feront convertis, fur ce pied, en dollars Americains. Le compte eft entr«

les mains dn Citoyen Genet; il ne refte qu'a le vdtablir en deux colonncs, taut au d^bit

^u'au credit; f^avoir, une colonnc en dedans pour l«s livres dc France, et la colonna
•Ktirieure pour les dollkrs Americains.
Le compte d'intirfit devia Stre fait en dehors, en fixant, poiv «rr^ter les int^vtfts tS*

ciproques, une ^poque poft^rieure au ler. Janvier 1793, puifque 1« Citoyen Genet nc
peut pas arriver auffi promptement a fa deilination-.

Ainfi, le compte courant, dont il eft porteur, ne doit lui fervir que de note portant

la date et la fomme de chacun des articles, pour drefler un autre compte, tant det

capitaux que des interets, et le compte des pertes doit refter inutile, puifque la convcr-

Con de chacun des articles de ce compte en dollars remedie a tout. Les rembouvfemen*
faits, et non compris dans ce compte, dcvront y 6tve ajout^s.

C'eft h quoi fe rddnifent les obfervations qu'il y a lieu ?'« faire fur celles du Citoyea
Genet, relatives a la liquidation, et au rembourfemcnt de la dette Am^hcaine, et je pro-

pofe au confeil la dccifion fuivante.

DECISION.
Le Citoyen Genet, niiniftre pliSnipotentiaire de la R(?publique, aupris des Ettts-Unis

i» I'Ain^rique, eft «'barjj;i par le c«afeU ex^sutif rr«vifoire, da riclaacc du gauvania-



(itlnn, et Arts dfitiW
tage que la loi cxijj«

« font obJjgdi enveri

de» deniers pour ]e
un tres grand pout

)xent plus Ics nifiines,

!s. Cot avantagc eft
denrrfes .Aniuricaines,
dans Ie« arraiigcmen*
'it»t, negcciables en
nitio'i de finance ea
id ytl'ont Lblij^ds.

)nven»ble aux litats.
•CM on elle fe tmuv*!,
achat do grains, fa-
>rcndre fur la detto
lue de cette manicre.
mmUIrons de },rains,

evoir. Cctte "op^ra-
f provifoire h poup,
ct que foit a I'cgnrd
tans ce moment que
ra eii rembourfemeut

>Ie qu'il feroit k dd-
lufont occafio'nc da
-itoyeii Ternant des
ifte par ft letcre ds

ricain acheverait d*
e Hamilton, dans C»
ancc.

>ent Frao^-ais et lea
aire dans ies Ftats*
nroiiutmeiit au pait

en obfej-vanr, toutet
ctce maniere de cal.
'airurance c5u riujua
du rembourlement

't la quantite d'ov ct
ire avec 1* qua:,ti£<
r. et il 811 coucliie,
11 ^gale a dix huit

n dollar* qui feront
:tte tranfaaion et k

, que celle promifie
It anticipc. <^)uoi.

taire Hamilton eii-

le F)an9aile et Ies
e conipte eft entr«
mcs, taut au d^bic
"ice, et la colonn*

ter Ies int^vtfts ri*
Citoyen Genet nc

le de note porttnt
e compie, tant de«
puifque la convcr-
Les reraboutfemen*

cellcs du Citoyea
Ticaine, et je pro-

is des Et«ts-Uni»
Mte du £*UYanitt«

E ? 1

went Am^ricain, le rembourfoment As h fomme qui rede due, tiint en ttpital qu'en in.
teicc, p.tr Ics t-.tats-Unis, h la Kcpiibliiiue Fran9aile.

il inudvera .ette doniailde fur Ies bcioiiis prellhus de la Ilcpubliqiic, occupie it di-
fendrt- lU liucrcc Hi ion :udtp.Mulaiici;, conimc ics Etacs-Unis UcJcudoieii: la Icur, lorlquo
«es ibiiiiiic-. leur out cro prdtoos.

Et commc ui:c lui dcs litats-Uiiis n'autorifii le gouverneraent Confoddral i faire det
rsmbourk-me.is aiiticipcs, qu'autaut qu'il en riilUlto uu ava.itago pout ies dits Etats, le
CitoyLMi Ucnec promett.a au ^iou vjrncineiit que la ibmme encioic qui lui fera livrec, ler»
einpluyce ii des appro viiioiincuiciis du cni dfs Etacs-Unis, aclietcs et payds fur ies lilieux

Et actondu que Ics Etats-Unis Auidricains veulcnt rcmbourrer ce qu'il'i doiveiit a U
France, ra.s luutiter en auJune manioi-w' dc iVtac aetuel dofes changes, k« Citoycu Gciiei;
•Il auaiiil",- a CO ifontir ii uiie con /ciiw;, di."; liva-s de Franco en dollars Amjricains," fur
le pijd du la quantiti d'or ct d'ai;,'cMit I'm, conccnus dans Ies louis ct Ies ccuh de France,
ct Jc's dollars Auuricaiii<^, cjuiuiinciiicnc aux Joix qui out determine ces quantitcs ca
France ct dans Ics Ivtats-Liii-i.

Le Citoyen Genet fera enipioi de^ fomnics qu'il reccvra du gouvernement Americain,
eonfonucincnt aux dlfpofitinns qui feront faitcs, de concert, outre ies miniftrcs de la
guerre, de la marine, cc des aH'aircs ctrangetes.

Copies certilit-'e* du prcf-nt rapuort des obi'ervations et de la decidon feront romifei an
Citoyen Genet pour lui fervir d'.nlirnction.

Lu et appvouvc eu conlcil e>iecutif!prnvifoire h Paris le 4 Janvier, ifyx,
I'an deuxienie de la ilcpubliquc Fran^aife.

MONO E, Pr<fidtifK
Ls B R U N, Miniflrt des ajj'airas etrangires.

Trdforerie nationale.

Copi* dt la httre ecrite par let commiJJ'airei de la triforerit nm*
tiotiale, au prcflJent du confeil esicutifprovijulrt.

Citoyen President,

NOUS avons regu I'extrait que le conf;il exdcutif provifiire nous a fait adrelTer
de la deliberation qu'il a prife le 4 du prL'fent luois. Par cette ddlibdration, lo
Citoyen Genet, miniftre de la Rcpublique, auprosdes Etats-Uuis dd'Aradrique, eft

autorife a employer Ies ioniraes dont le Congrcs pourra •ffeftuerle payeinent furladetto
des Etats-Unis envers la France, ou celles qu'il fe procurera fur "fej traites pferfon-
Jwlles, payables par la cailFe de la trdforerie nationale, ii acheter des fubliftances et d68
munitions, confu-mement aux ordres qui lui feront donnds par Ies miniilres de I'iute-
tieur, dc la guerre, de la marine, ct des afl'ai'''** ctrangercs.

Pour concourir autant qu'il eft en notre pouvoir, et fuivant Ies intentions du cnnfeil
•xecutif, aux mclures fixdes par fa ddlibcration, nous avons I'honneur de vous allurer,

Citoyen Prefidcnt, que fur Ies envois qui nous feront faits, au nom du Congres, des
quitta:ices ou des miindats fournis par le Citoyen Genet, au ttdforier des Etats-Unis,
et ir.dicatifs des departeniens du miniftere Fran9ais pour lefquels il Ies aura delivrds,
nous en donnerons, llirle champ, avis au confeil cxdcutif, afin qu'il nous mette iportea
de faire crediter le Congrds Auicricain, au compte de fa dettc, des fommcs auxqi'.elles

Ies dits mandats ou quittances s'eleveront.

Si Ies rembourfemens eflFedluds par le Congris dtaient infuffifans pour fubvenir aur
differentes ddpenfes qui leront ordonnees par Ies miniftres ds la Rdpublique, et (i la

Citoyen Genet, pour reinplir fa niiflion, etait obligd de faire ufage de traites, qu'il

ferait pcrfounelleinent, payables k deux mois de vue, fur le Citoyen Doyen, caillier

general de la trdforerie nationale, nous ferioni viler ces traites k leur prefentation, oc

rous en rdfdrerions aulli-tot a celui des miniftres dont elles concemtraicnt le departe-
ment, atin que, dans Pintervalle de la date di leur vifa a celle de leur dchcance, le»

niniilres puiffent faire expddier Ies ordonnances rdgulidres, propres a en autorifer le
pavement. 4-

Comme nos fonftions ne nous donnent point de rapport direft avec leg miniftres quo
la Rdpublique envoye aupres des diflerens gouverneraens, nous croyons avoir renipli,

par la prefente lettre, I'intention que le confeil exdcutif a manifeftd par Particle 7 do
fa ddlib^-ration, de nous voir concourir aux difpolitions qu'elle enonce Les copies au-
thentiqiics de cette lettre expddiees au nom du confeil e::ecutif, et remifes au miniftro

Genet, lai aOureront, pour fa mifCon, Citoyen Prdildcnt, toutes les facilitds qui peuTcnC
yefulccr dc notre concours.

IsVus fommcs avec relpedl, &c.
Signd les commifTaires da la trdforerie nationale,

Lermina, Gaudi?*', Devaine, De ia FoMXAiNBg
Savai-ete Te. et Dotrbmblav,

Paris, le 8 Janvier 1793, I'att a de la Republique Frattfaife.

Nous foiiUignds miniftres et mcmbrcs du confeil exdcutif provifoire de la RdpuWiquo
Fran9aife, ccrtiiionsque lesfignatures ci-deifus font celles descommiffaires de la trdforerie

atioiiale de la Republique, ct que la lettre, au bas de laquelle elles ont dtd appofees, a

iti dcrite enconfcquencedela million donnde par nous au Citoyen Genet, miniftre pldni.

potcutitite de laRdpubU^uci pr^s le Cou^ftis des £tats-Uais« pour Auvie ifs opdiatioa*

H
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f«I«t!vcs t« nmbnurfiiment de la detce dcs Etats-Unis enverf la Franee, ainfi que !«
achats des fubdiUnous ii fairc dans les divers marches de I'AmL-rique feptentrionqle.

J'ajt en confeil exdcutif provifoirc, k Paris, le 17 Janvier 1793, Tan a il; h\ Ropu*
bliquc Fian^aiic.

Lit membret eompofatit le eth/ell exccutifprovl/lirt.

(Siffnd) Claviere, lb Bruiv, 1'acii-:, Roland, .VI xoi:, (^at.at.

Je CUtifie la prcfcnte copic cxaAo et conl'orme a l'oii^;ianl qui 'If c tic n « nins.

L* mhiiftrt pUnipati;ntiair* d* la RffiublUjue Fnnifa'ft prit l*i

Etats-Uiiis (it I ^m"ii:[tie,

_^^ i; ..•.. . , E T.

PiiitAnsLi'HiB, le 13 Mai, 1793, I'a.i a, de la R/ptiblMuiA

TLe tinyen Ctntty MMflr* plinipotentitiir* Hf la Ripublique Fratifaife, it Mr. JeJ/rrfiMf

Seeritairt (tEtat det Etatt-Unis.

M0N8IEUX,

SEULE contre des hordes innombrables de tyrans ct des efclaves qui incnacont fi|

libcrce naifl'ante, la nation Fran^aile lerolt en droit dc reclamor !.:» obiiiuiinna

qu'lmpofenC aiix Etats-Unis les traitiSs qu'ils ont contraolis avtc ul'c-, lc iin'elle a
ciment^s de fbn fang: mai<s lorte de la grandeur de fes moyens et d.- U p:niriinc ' do £90

principcs, non tnoins redoutables i les Limemis que les armcs viftoricu.c. qu'ollo Q|i-

pofe ii leur rage, elle vicnt, dans le tems nidine oit des erailfaircs dL> .io."> 'nc/.'.U i'om«

muns fefoii»nt d'iiiutiles efforts pour neutralifer la reconnoilFance, i-.fividi." ic :.i:'t, .ac
•ourcir ou obfcurcir la vue de vos coacitoyens, elle vicnt dis-je, cecte nation i;x'iidrc'.ire,

eettc amic (idcllc, de travailler encore k accioitrc leur prolperitu et augiiicntrv lc bon.
heur dont elle fc plait k les voir jouir.

Des obdacles t'lcves dans des intentions libertirides par les ninitlres pei'iid<.-3 dii dcl^

potifine, des obftaclcs dont le but ^toit d'arrStcr les piogi-es i-apidus du comracrL-c des
Amdricaius et Textenflon dc leurs principes, n'cxiilent plus. La llc'publii.]ac l'i'.nri./:iile

ae voyant en eux que des frcres, leur a ouvert par les dJcrets ci- joints t(. 11 lbs ports
dans les deux mondes, leur a accord^ toutes les faveurs dont joui.lbnt Tc' pi'opres ci-

toyens dans fes vaftes pofTeflions, Jes a invites h partager les beiii^lices dc la ii.ivl^;n;ion,

ea accordant it leurs vailFaux les mdmes droits qu'aux liens, et m'a oh:i:'g(i du prupoPcr
it votre gouverncment de confacrer dans un veritable paAc de fai<'.illc, ilaus u,t pade
national, les bafes liberales et fraternelles, fur le^quellcs elle delirc voir rc^oll-r le

1^'lleme commercial et politique de deux peuples .dont tcnj"; Ic; ijitiirfi;,'! fo coni'ui)dcnt.

Je fuia rcvdtu, IVIonfieur, des pouvoivs niicefiaires pour eatamcr cottc importants n^-.

(ociation, dont les trifles annales de rhumanitd a'oU'rent auci^n cxcmplc avant I'er*

briilaute qui &'eft eu£in ouverte pour elle.

^__^^^___ GENET,
Secrst 4#« /<* Convention Nai ionale, rf« 19 FJvrier, 1793, Pan fucoiid de tm

Republique Franfnife, relatif aux dtHriet eifportiet au importits par les vaijpsaux ^mii
rkaitis daiis les Qoloniet ou en Franet.

LA Convention Nationale, apres avoir entendu le rapport de fon comite de ddfenf*
gcnt^rale, ddci^te cc qui I'uit:

Art. I. Tous les ports des Colonies Fran^aife* font ouverts aux vailTeaux des Etats>
Unis d'Amdrique.

Art. ». Toutes les denr^es exportdes oa iraportdes par les vaifTeaux Americains, n«
ptyeront, it leur fortie ou k leur entree dans lesCohmies ou e.i France, que les infime*

droits pergus fur celles que portent les bAtimens Franyais.

Art. 3. Le confeil exicutif eft autorife a prendre toutes les mefure? co.?ve:inb]es pour
que les ^tats avec lel^uels la K.epublique eft en guerre, ne puiH'ent prolitcr des avan<
ttges accordis k une puilTance amie.

Art. 4, Le confeil executif negociera avec le Congres des Etats-Unis, pour obtenir,

en t«veur des commer9ans,.une reduction de droits, (emblable a celje qui efV accordde
par la prcfcnte loi aux commerfaiis Americains, et pour reflerrer uinli les liens de
Wenveillance qui uniifent les deux nations.

Art 5. La Convention Nationale fufpend I'exdcution de la loi du 98 Aofit 1790;
decrete que tous les bStimens charges de marchandifes des grandes Inde;, pourront
aller diibarquer dans tous .les ports de la Rcpublique, pendant tout le tum<> que durera

la guerre, et que les vaifleaux qui n'apporteront que des denrees des iles de France et

tie Bourbon, jouiront d^fbrmais de la m^me libeiti.

GoUationn^ k I'original, par nous prdlident et fecrdtaire de la Convention Natio<
n«le, k Paris, ce 31 FJvrier, 1793, I'an % de la Rcpublique Franijaifc.

1, . SigHit Brearb, Prefident; Cawbaceres, P. Choudieu, 1'rieijr de i.a

Marne, F. Lamarque et Le Coin'i e Puvraveai;, Stcretairts.

An nom de la R^publique, lc confeil cxdcutif provifoire mar.dc- ct ordonne a tous
le* corps adminiftrarifs et tribuuaux, que la prdfentc loi ils faflent conligner dans leur*
regiftres, lire, publier et afficher, et eXL'cutcr dans leurs departemcns et rcflbrts ref-

pedifs; en foi dequoi nous y avons appofd notre lignature et le ffeau Je la Republique.
A Paris le vingt-uniime jour du mois dg F<5viicr, mil-fept-ceut-quatrc-viiiijt-treize, i'»^

tecond de la Rdpublique Fran9aife. C^'g^^O Lb Urun.
Contrefigni^ GaK-ATj Ct fceU< du ffeau dc la R^publique.

fCu ^') Qtnifii stttfdiiae ii Porigiitaly G A R A T*
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PidtABtivniK, le a^ Mai 1793,
I'll a dc la Rdpubliqiie Fraiii,'uiO,

te %it*J*H Gbnki, Mini^lrt Plhiifnttntiairt de la Riptibli/iie I'rint^aiji, k Mr. jg.f
jfz.i.so.'., />i/-."»<i/ri' d'Ktat des t.tnts-Lntt,

Monsieur,

MON picdeceflTciir m'a ivuiis 1* Ictti!; que voiis lui avfz icrite le 15 de ce moil
en lui coiiimiiirquam dlUori-'iis rndnioires (lo rouvL-yc Jii iLui d* Vr.,ii'teire, otiel

djciuons que le j;oaveriicmo.it AmciiC.Jiii s'cil einpreiic ue pic id. e d'uptcs its pliii.itci

de ce Miiiilhe.

Le pveinicr de ess grief's que \'''iis rapportiis dans voire Icccrc, Mo .ii.:iir, port*
fur un fait tauJt; je ii'ui aiiciiae co;inui!i uue des acqiiiiicioi.s (.iVu-iiies eii tjii.-ili.) ,,ec

dans tons le^ cas, ia icponle que vous avcz taite • ivi. liai.iinovl, lui Jemo.urcrait !•

Tiiide de fes obil-rvacimis, fi la bonne-tlii le; avait dict.^.•^.; nia.s il cil v.'.uibmblable qua
fa di-marche n'a d'autre but que de piOparei, diplomatiii.-.oineut, a.i\ vaiilwaiix ds
guerre Anglais, dos pretextes pour aUlijctir k-s biltimens .Amcricai.is, ii i'ombre uiem*
de leur modolle neutralite, :i des vilires ct dike .tiom ruoiaaircs.

Le I'eciii d [:,dei' de I'ciivoyi de (ieorge I. , Monlicur, eit fowAi Lwc la vcnte des
mvilus e.ivoyees dans Je poit de Charlclton, par la trd^ate de la iCdpubliiiue Franv'alfe,
rlimbulcadj.

Je ne rt'poiidrai, IVIonfieur, qu par d^-s fai:s et uu raifonncment fbrt fimple aux re-
preiciKatioiis de is\. Hammoiio, in,- cc joint,

Le ti'aite de fomiiievce de 1770 aucorii'., exdufivement, cons les vaiiTeaux de £;uerr«

Fraii^-ais ou Auiei-icains, iirui'S uar les ii.ux i-tats ou par des pavtituliers, Ji conduire,
en toute libe.'Ci-, oii bo,i leur il'iiibleia, le^ p;ill's qu'ils auront t'aite? 'ur leurs ennemis,

fans etre <)bli,i.s k autu /. droit, foit dos aiiii;niit''s ou d'aucuiis aucre";, fans qu'au,ii le«

dits vaiii'auA 011 les ditespiil,;«, oiitraiit d:i 's les porti de I'laiice ou it'Amei'ivi.ie, puil-

fem dci'e arrOtciou failis, iii que les oiilciurs des licux pui.ie ,t [irei.d.ii.' cii-uojilai:c«

de la vaiidlte dc.-; dice, piiles. Cette fat licc eic intL/iiic-aiiK cnneiiiis del'iinc des deux
naciots qui 11" trouveraic en guerre: les deux v^rtios cctrai ta tes le Ib-.it cxprcIiVi.ieiit

enga,;oes de ne pennettre ii aii.un cor.hire vtr'mj.T, lequel i'.u.ait u e cu munition Je lit

part d'un iiriiice ou d'une puiflapcc en jrueire a 'ce i'uiie djs deux -luuu::, d'aniiec

Jcurs vai'Teaux dans les ports de I'u .e d' >. dc.ix parties, ni d'y VeiidiC l.^^ prills qu'il

aurait I'aices, ni diiciiarijcr, en auti'c mani6n'qni.lco.-.quc, lc« vaiti'caux, niarcnaiidiiLs 011

aueutic parcie de leur carjjaifon. Ces piiviit^es que les deux nations fe font refervce*

eselali/emenc, ces leftriilions fjvefes et elaivcuu: t dLiiiiies contie Jeurs c»nei.:is com*
jnuns prouyenc (Svidemment, qu'c:i vcitu des traitJs que j'ai cites, nousavons feui'--, au-

jdurd'hui, le droit d'aineiici* nos prilis daiis Jes poi'ts Amc'ricains, et d'en dilpoler k
notre jjie, coiniue d'u.e p'opndti', liu- la validice de laquelle les olHeiers civiis ou ,u-

diciaircs d;s Etats-VJnis n' 'at ricn a connaitre, tant que les droit.s des Ktats-Uiiis ue
font pas lefts. C'eft pour acquc'rir des informations fur cet objet important, quclapu-
blicitii de la vente des prifes, autorilee par les oificiers confulaircs do la Kepublique,

ell ni^ceifiiire. lit li enrempiitfant ce devoir preferit par I'amici^ et par i:otrc refpeft

pour le droit des nations, le confi.il .'.j la iliSpublique i'raiiij-aife a Cliarlefton a fait

ula.j;e de quelque formaiite ou de qiiolque expreliion dont on ait pu inferor qu'il s'ar-

rovjeait uiu- jurifdiclion qui ne lui ecait pas acc^rdee par les traites et par les lois dca

Etat-i-iJnisi j'aurai foi.i, iVlonlieur, que cette erreur foit dvitde a I'avcnir, ct que tout^g

les procedures relatives a la ve,ite de nos priles, confprm^ment a I'clprit du trait(5,

porte.ic Temprciiite d'u.ie tra.il'iction nationale particuliire, et de I'alidnation pure et

fimple d'une propridt^ acquil'e par le droit de la guerre reconniie legale par Icjolliciera

de la XVation Fraiiij-aif*.

i.a lioifieme plainte qui a dte fnite h votre gouvenieincnt, lyionGeur, par le miniftre

A'<<^i;u'<, ell; relative aux armemens qui out cu lieu il Charleilonf fous le pavilion d«
la Hepublique Fran>;aife.

Le ^ouvernement Am(2tieain, Monfieuv, n donnd une nouvellc preuve de fa lagefle et

dc fa conHance dans nos lientimeus, en n'admettant pas areugl^ment les niTertions d*
M. Hammond. Je n'y i-cpoiidrai encore que par des fsits. II eft certain queplufleurs

blltiinens ont etd anne.s ii Cliarleiron, qu'iis out refu de luoi des comiuiliions de la R6«
publique, coiiformes au inodcles que j'ai eu I'lionnci-.r de vous communiquer, ct que ce«

bi\timens mis en mer avec nne jjiande cdlciice, ont fait bcaucoup de prifes, ont con-

damnij a I'inaclion, par la tereur qu'ils ont repanduc pnnni les Anglais, prefque tout

les raatclots ct les I Atimens de cette nation qui fj tro'.ivaicnt dans les ports des Etats-

Unis,et ont fait bailor, par leurs fuccd-s, d'un; ma;-.jcrc tri.s-fen)ible, le fret des n avires

Ameficai.!s. Tout i el", j'en conviens, doit cleplaire a iVL Hammond, a fa cour et k
fes amis, mais ce n'ell pas la ce qu'il s'ajcit d'cxamincr.

Jo dois, par un expofe fuicere de ma condui e, vous mettre 2l mSme de juger fij'ai

portd atteinte a la louverainete de la nation Amdricaine, ii fes loix, et aux principee

de fon gouvernement.
Les batimens armds ^ Charlefton appartienncnt a des maifons Fran9nifes. lis font

•ommandes et months par des citoyensFranjais, ou par des Amtricains, qui, au momeiK
oil ils font cntres au i'ervicc de France, pour dejendre leurs IVives et leurs amis, netoii-

naifTaient que les traitds et les loix des Etats-Unis, dont aucune difpofitioii ne leur a encora

fiiit la p4nible defeglii de aeus abandonner au milieu d«i daugets ^ui uous entourent*

» • -
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Q ed Jons ^vidcntf Monfieur, que ccs armetnens ne peuvenc itr» impiitci luif

4itoyt; is des Etatn-Uul.i, ct que ceux qui fe trouvcnt k bord dc noi vaiiretux ont le-

nonci i U protection lmm(Sdiate du Icur pntrie, en prcnant parti parml nou«. U «'ag:1,

maintcnant, d'examiiior ll los mailbn* I'raavailVs du ChniJulton ont pu armer del vaif-

fcmix qui Icur apuaitenaient. ..„„.<,. . .,„
J'ai Ibumis eette qudhon an gouvemenr de la Caroline du Sud, avant de delivrtflf

dej Icttres da maique it iion armatL-iirs ; ie liii ai rappLllc qu? la llbcrte confiftait ii

falre ce que la Joi ne defendnit yan que y. ciovaii qii'il ii'exiftait pas de loi qui put

l)rive» los citoycns Franvais, dan'. Jci (mi'< l."; K^its-Uiiis, de la t'acuhi de inettra

ieurs .lavjrcs en itM do Ait'e.iW; Jt lut id^;, an t.'n do guerre, de nouvclles coraniir-

il«ui, at da ii:rvirleur fiitre, j i I'ui'i.it cou.i., Imrs dcs Etats-Unis, fur le» bfttimens

cle f.i canemis; qu'il n'y eu nvait jui uoii plui .ui dminait au gouverncnjent le droit

4le foumettrc lc» operation? p aci.aliirej des ntlgocians, h ime inquiGcion d'dtat, et

^u'il me fcmblait qu'il tip pouvaic nl auiorifjr, ni empfcher lc« diti armemen*. Son

avis m'a piru fe rapproflit: Uu mien, et nos iiavires ont mis en mer, malgr6 toutes lea

intrigues que les patilani d; I'Angletorre ont I'ait a^iv pour s'y oppofer.

Voila la viSvit"^, MLufieiir, voili la marchc, j'ofe dire refpeftueufe, que j'ai fuivie, rft

je connais trop -cs fcntim>j«s d'^quLtd du jjouvoracmcnt F^dt'ral pour ne pas mo livrer

ii la douce cfpiiraiice de le voir reveni;' de" prL-iiiicres imprelUons que paraiflent avohr

i'altes Tur hii l*s lapports du rainillrc du roi d'A.igknerrc.

ie der.iicr point qiii nic reftc k traiter, IVlDulicur, eft relatif h la prife du navire

Anglai;., la Grange, par la frigate I'Embufcade.

Lei> favaute^ coialulions du procureur gi<iicraJ des Etats-Unts, et les dilibiratiotxs

Au i,ouvLrnenieiit Amcricain ont M, fur cet "bjet, la rigle de ma conduite. J'ai fait

lendtL- 1» prife, et quolque fa valour fut aiTez confiddrable, mes braves frires, les mi-

telots di; I'Em-bufcade, fe font cmpreffifs dc concourir k nne mcfure que jc Icur ai pr<-

fente comme un moyen propj'e k convaincro le gouvemement Am^iicain de notrc de-

fi^rence et do notro amiti^.

Les Riipublicains Fran^ais, Monfieur, connallTcnt les devoirs auxqucls font foumlfes

les natioi'S entr'cUes : ^clairis fur les droits de I'homme, ils ont des id<es juiles des

loix gcmiraies de la Ibciabilitc, comprifes fons la ddnominacion commune dc droit des

Xens; inllruics ilii- les i!U'^rCts de leur patric, its favcnt diilingner fes enncmis et fvs

amis, et vous pouvez aiiurer le gouvemement Amdricain, que, colleftivcment et indl-

viduellemenc, ils faidront toutes les occadons de montrer au peuple fouverain des

Etats-Unis, leur rei'peA pour fes loix, et Icur diixx Unc&re dc maintenir »vec lui la plus

•arfaite barmonie.
GENET.

Fhiladelprie, le ler. Juin, 1793, I'tn a. de la R^pnblique Francaife.

'Zt Citeyen Genet, Miniflri PUnipotetitiaire dt la Ripiibliqu* Franfaife, prit let Etat:-

Utils, h Mr. Jeffeb-Son, Secritairi iPEtat dtt Etats-Vnis,

JE
viens d'etre inform^, Monfieur, que deux olticiers au fervice de la RtSpublique

Fran^aifcjles citoyens Gideon Henfield et John SJirf;letarj', out iti artfites, a bord du

coiiaire de la R^publiqiie Francaife le Citoyen Genet y et conduits en prifon, Le

crimeqn'on leur impute, le crime que mon efprit nc pcut concevoir,etqnema plume fe

xefufe prefque k rapportsr, c'efl dc fcrvir 1^ Fiance et de diifendre flvec fes enfaus U
caufe commune et 'lorieute dc la libertd.

Ne connoillant pas de loi pofltivc ni de traitd qui interdife a des Amdricains cette

faculti, etqui autorife des oniciers de police d'cnlever arbitrairement des marins aa

fervice dc France h. bovd de Ieurs navires , je reclame votre intervention, Monilenr, tt

celle du Prdtldent des Etats-Unis- pour obtenir I'dlargiflement immddiat des officicrs

fus-nentionnds qui ont acquis, p:tr bs fcntimens qui les auimentet par le i'ait de Icttf

•ngagement, antdrieur h tout acte i ce contraire, le droit de citoyen Fran^ais, s'ils

ont perdu celui de citoyens Amdricains. Je vous renouvelle, en m6me tems, Monfieur,

la requifition que je vous ai faite, en faveur d'un autre ofiiciet Fran^ais ddtenu pour U
ai4me caufe et pour le m^me objet.

GENET.

PHitAnEtPHiE, le 8 Juin, 1793.
I'an a dc la Republique Fran'^i-ii,

Ll Miniflrt di la Ripuhlique Franfaife, au Sttretairt d'Etat des Etntf-Uitit,

Monsieur,

J»AI
vu, avec peine, par votre lettre du 5 de ce mois, que M. Ie Prdfident des Etati-

Unis perfiilait ipenfer qu'uua nation en guerre n'avait pas le droit de donner des

commiflions, en [guerre, ^ ccux de fes vaiOeaux qui fe trouvaient dans les ports d'une
jitition neutrc: cette nicfiue dtanti felpn lui, un nAe de fouverainetd.

Je vous avoue, Monfieur, que cette opinion meparaft contraire aux principesdu droit

nature], aux nfages des nationsi aus liens aui nous uQilTcut, et m^ne 4 la proclawatioa
Aa Mi le Priadeafc
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J.e droit de banner, Monfleur \ TtiTv dcj ponrvolr li fa ddfcnft, et de repniifTer d»(u
jnllcs atr„r'ii!" Is peir, I'olon iii'>i, ctre i.-.c.'cl par ui.e nation en guerre, uan» un ttat
neutrp, 'i i;ii» rs que par d^'s t.rjit'.''* u dei l):x p irticullires de cet iftat, ce droit na
Tjit re ilieint ?i u. c feiilc raiioii iui>4c ou aJ;i<e, ct intcrUit cxprellcmeiu mix autres.
C.' cat til exnt-lement coJul oiinoui lus trouvotn. Le< iCtats-Li;!^, amjjdn K;anvai«,
leurs aJics et jfariiii. de l.-iirs poUcliJ 'ti : en .Vmtfriquf, Icur ont permis d'entror arm^s
et do rej')un;cr ds.i.i lours puns, d'y nmcti.i leurs prlfcs de s'y rrfjar-T, de »'y ii.\K\i.

pur, taiuiis qu'ils ont retuTiJ L'XirefRiiiciit cct avantage u leurs (.-niietiils.

1,'iHteiitioii d;s Ltats-Unit a it(: de nous taciliter Ics moynv) do profi5ffer irfficaee*

ment i-.otre coDinievc; et de dtifei dre Jios poU'etlions en AmdriLjue, li uriios }» notra
prolpt'rit* commu.ie, e: taiit que les ctat* allerabl^s en Congris ii'aur-mt point iWcide
qi/ • cet ci;;i;;<jme"U folcnmcl ne U'Jit pas iSrro crteAui, il n'appmtieiu ii perfonne ilVn-
travci- luis upcriitioiii et d'cn ai'iniiier IV-llct en ciapachant cciix dc nos murins qi.i fe
troiwent driiis les port d*Aii)<iiii|ue dele prcvMioiv des co.'iir.i:lions que le jjouvtinc-
mL.t tVaiiyais ni*:i chiiiji J; itnr lairu donrcr pnai Ks auiorifer s le dtfcadvf et '%

rcMii^.ir, n'ils eu ri.uiivr ur J'lK'taiidii, tons Ici vli'voirs Uc citovcns contro Ijs en; jniij de
IVcat. All furiilus, iVioui.en.', dans tous les leoi', -ic par' iJlcs commiflloiis, en temi Je
guerre, Oi.t cce .K'.ii^iccs k .o^ iuvir>rs. Li's oifieic s Je la marine les lenr r'.nicttaionc

en I ranee, et Ics eo I'uls dais le-^ pays itranjjeri; er c';0 i-n 'crtii dc cct ii''ii^-", qu'au-
eunc puillinite n'a jamaiii ima^uic de 'cjarder c i.;i'i e ui aitc de fouvcrai'".cr'.-, c^uc I*
confiii ex 'cuiir' a cnvoyi ici dc llinbiabies coiiimr.lioiis.

Cepe.idant, .^lunticur, toujours a'.iime Jii dv'lir Je !:i:ii.it!nir !a bonne barmonie qui
rejfne (i henrciil'cmcnt cntrc nos deux, inys, ^'ai prcfc.it aux ^onluls <le ti'sccurdcr des
lettrcs qu'auv capitaincs qui i'obliiJciK, loii'; ffrmei.t ..c ibiis -.r.utlon, .H refpectcr le
territoii-c des Etats-Unis ct les opinions po'.iaii.its dc laur I'-efuleiit, en attendant qw
Ics reprefentans du fou.'eriin Ic'* a.^n; c >;ijr.»ces '>ii itf,c;.'!cs; c'cft l;i tout ce que
le gouvcrncment AnnSricain pciir atten Ire ia . o:re dJfcrei jc; tout cc qui fopaflc hort
des eanx des Etnts*Unis n'dta. '. pis ^Ic lU coiiivctjiiec.

II rdliilte de cette note, iVIoiUieut, qje les commiilions remifes, en vertu des ordrc*
du conl'cil ex^cutif de la Republique Franfail'.-, aux vatflcaux Ftan^ais qui lb trouveqn
dans les ports des Etacs>Uiiis, ne I'^nt qu'u is vi nple .-lutoru'ation dc s'armor, ibnde liiff

le droit naturel et I'ufage condant de la France ; que ccs comuiiflions unt dtd cxpd-
dices, do tout tems, dans de pareilles circomU'ices; que Jeur dillribution ne pcut-i3tra

•oniidiriie que coinme un afte d'adminiUri ation conl'iilalrc ct non dc fouvcrainctd, et que
toute eutrave, miib par le gouvetncment des Ktucs-Unis, ^ I'armcment des vaid'ciiux

Franfais, ferait uneattcinte portde aux di'nlts dc I'liomme, fur lefquels repofunt riiid^-

psndance et les lois dc^s l^ats-Unis, u 'c viu'aunn des liens qui uniflTcnt les peuplcs d*
Fra,:ce et d'Amdriquc, etmSrac une contradi^ion manifclVe dans le syil6me de ncutrtt-

li.e de M. le Prcfidcnt; tar, en effct, fi nos navirps marchauds ou autres n'avaient p.i»

la liberciide s'armcr dans un moment oii lesFrarT;ais rclillrcntfeiils jk la Hffuedetous lc»

tyraiis contre la libertd des peuples, ils feraient expoKs a une ruinecertaine,cn fortant:

ties ports des Etats-Unis, ce qui n'cft ccrtaincnieiit pas I'intcmion du peuple Am6ti-
cainj fa voix fratcrnellc a retenti de toute part autour de moi, et fss accens ne font

point equivoques; ils font purs comme le coeur de ceux qui les ont exprini^s, et plus

ps ont touche mon ame, plus ils doivent intcrcffer au bonheur de I'Amdrique la nation

iiue je roprdfcnte; plus je fouhaite, Monfieur, que le gonvernement Fdd^ralobferve au-

tant qu'il ell en lui Ics cngagemens publics que les deux peu;jlcsont eontraftes, etque,

par cette conduite ginereufe et prudente, il donne, au moins, aumovidcl'cxempl . u'uiie

veritable neutrality, qui ne confille pas \ abandouner lAchcincnt fes amis 'Inns le mo-
ment oCi Ip danger les menace; mais fi s'en teni.' ftriiflcment, ii Ton nepeut I'.ure niicux,

aux obligations que I'on Ji contraftdes envers eux. Cell par de pareilles procddesque
Ton fc rend rel'pectable il toutes les puilTauceg, quo I'on confcrvc fw amis, e: que I'oi*

vurite d'en augmencer le nwmbre.
GENET.

PmLADEr.pHiE, le 14 [uin i?93,

ran a de la Rdpubliqiie.

X« ri7(>}r«M Genet, Hiiiiflit dtlttRifubliijue,Pranr(iife,<iM.Jii.sFzv,suN,Setretake(r£t»t

des Etats-Unis,

Monsieur,

VOUS verrcz par les pieces ci-jointes qu'au mdpris des traites qui unilTent les

Fran9ais et les Amdricains, qu'au mtSpvis du droit des nations, dosol^ciers civiU

et juAiciaires des Etats-Unis f; font permis d'artcter h Philadelphia la vente de biltl-

timens prjs par une {C'^eletco Frauyaife annexe, et de s'oppofjr ^ New-York k la fiirtie

4'un val.Teau Franyais muni d'une commiHioii du confeil cxdcutif dc la Rdpublique
Franjaife. Je vous prie, Monfieur, d'infornier M. le Prdlident des Etats-Unis de ce»

fails, de I'avcrtir qu'on ^I'eft fervi de Ton n»m pour commettrc ces infrartions aux loix

•t aux traitds des Etats-Unis ct de I'engager h developper dais les circonftances

prdfentes toute I'autoritd que le peuple Uos Etats-Unis lui a confie pour faire execu-

tor ces lois et ces trailers. Ne doufant point, IVIonlieur, de la piiretd d<;r, fentiniens

«ie M. le PidfiJent, j'efpire obtenir inceiiamraent, k I'aide de fes bona otficcs, et de

f»n eueraie, r«ilitutioa avec domaages et intdrfi»«i deg ptifee Franfaiiet arrfi*^** "^

i •

111

i

4:1

11'

'1*



f

I I

!i

; 1

jm,

^ {

: \

ii^'

i 1". i:

I
;

i ,1,

t •• :

filfltii & FMIiilelpIiie pir un juge incomp^rcnt-, d'apt'i* un erdre qua J« iIol« aroiM
rii)>ri)i'c, et rudiiiitioii tigalcmciu avcc Uomnu^is ct iiit(iiOt« Ju bltitucnc itiCti ct laiA

k r«c\»'-Y"ik.

C'.-.t pn:' 1'i.Mircniifi- do i nuiiiib'e) publlci que Jolvcnt fc traitor dc.« nO'aUcs de U
nntii.i! il'.* ccIIls i)iii iiiii.tvc.it nic4 {iluiiitci L-c iiii-< riii.'lniiiatiui:<i. Kcpi'irciaaiic il'uii

pcuii'c ;_;
i.-ica.c ct CD.um.ic <tvec tot itmii, j'ai dJ,Ji doniio dcH prcuvcs Uei ruiuimeiit

qui i':i..i'iii'ii., cii fuUuiit rtUituer, laas exainen, ii U deinanJc dti ^ouvcrncnKiit l-^Jcral,

le i.i.'i c A .^lal<^ Jc (>i'a'i^«, ])vi'« pui- iiii vaiil'eau dc la Kiipi4blii]\io : je luohtrerai iino

^^il.> uiiriirciK'u datiK toutos nics dcniarohcs, tnai^ en niCnic tcins, IVatiificur, je crois^tra

fondii It ntceiidiJ de vutrc ^ouvcnicmont tout I'.ippu! doiit j'ai bcTiii^ uour ddleiidic,

aiijourdMiul, duns U I'cin del I^tacb-Uiii.i, lc» iiit^i'Ots, W% di-oUi n It di)^'.,iti; de la

tiatioa t'ln i<,';4ili;, que dci gc.i»f duut lo turn* iigus totM jullice, tiavailluiit iccrdtumoiit

n faire utconiuhre.
GENET.

AUTOURD'FIUI fi.pt Juin, till fcpt cent qnntre-vlnp-t-trcfze, Van dcuxlimr de It

tVcptibtiqiic Finnfailb, par-dcvant nous 1 .ai:i,'uis J.iiii.iu, Ci.i.l'ul dc la ditc lU'-

pjbllqu., ii Philudclpbitf, ell conipara le Citoycii Pierre B:iniLTc, a^ciit ad'lioc du na-

vii'e lo IVillinm, ct du bi-iijiintin l'y/i1/i«, piilci dc U goclcttc U (.ito_\tn Ocii.tf ca\n-

taint I'l'.ia'c 1, Kij'i'jt ii dii.ljrc nue ce jour :'i m/.e htiucs dii iiuiaii, t'tU'.it occupc k

faii'c ill vciito diL L-liaLgoiuoiit du iiuvii'c Ic IP'ilUam, uii depute nmivcliai dc la cour

de raniirnucc de.s SUats-l 'uis, pour le diltrU lio Peiinivnnie, il- pvefoiila au lieu oil !a

fnlikit i;i I'ulUit'-' veite, liir le cjiiuy dc H^anltr^ ct prctcxtant quo le fiiCdit iiaviie Ij

lyUliam cc lt)ii charg'cment ^tniciit railiii pa' la liil'ditc cour dc I'liuiiniute, vuulut is
eonl'.i|.u"ice ai'ictei- )a vcnte, qui fut lu-unmnlns coiitiini(*c ; le eo.iipararit ayant jug6
que i'auiirautc ne pouvait en aucuiie mnni^rc quelconque i'e inclei- dc ccttc alTiiu'Cf

coiiforii.enioiTt ii l*Hrticle 17 du traitb dc coii'mcrcc ciitrc iii IViincc ct ]<: J'-taf^-Liii!!.

*i!:(/!'iH.itau ^rand prejudice de* iiitcrcflcs ii la ventc, Ic liilUit de^putd, niarechal de
iiiii'rAtc, dccuuntj^ea Ics ciiclieiilleurs et fufpciidit r<(iiTie Icurs ctidieics cirlcur i'ai-

IftntAaindrequcln vcntcdci luliiits navires ne i'iit pas valide, d'oii il ell refultc qii'e)le

r.'a etc vendue qu'au dellous de ill valcur ; ccpcndaiit la vcnte du chiirgetiient tiiisc,

le lul'dit agent pioceda ^ relic du Drii^antin : niais au moment qu'ellc I'c comnicn^ait,

le lu/dit d.'putc ni«rt'chnl Uei^'ndit dc nouveim dc Ij eoiitinucr, cc qui iiiUuitit benu-

coup de pei'l"Miiia'.''pr^i'i;nte'i en enenr, en Jii'r i'niriint croirc que U llinie avait lieu Inr

le brigiiitin i'-Vi>/v?, ctmmt tlir ic n-v/irr lo iFHIiam ^ d'oii il e(l: refultt que le I'urdil

Bligaiitiu n'u ^tc vcndu que Ic tiers de fa valour reelie, ayunt ctd ad;uge p^air fix

cent Ponds. Lc comp-irant aynnt e-jfiiitc procdde h la ve;;te du naviie le irilliam,

le uil'dit d.'M".it<i niarechal la ddtcndit dc nouvoim, au nom dc la fiilUito four d'aini*

Tii'i 1', I'lm il eft encore rciitlti'' urn- pert* coin.-dcr.ibie, pour les inceiclle'. ii la dit«

prill-, ;:i;u'--ilc "'a &i& adjiijjoc ij'i'ii cinq cent Pond', cs qui nc nionte pas au quart

dc la v!i;eiif, Ki\ co:ifeq'ience de quoi, le fufdic eompiiiant protcite de tuus doniniaj^ef

et intcri}ts ibiii^'efts c( a Ibuflfrir, c#»itro la ruiUitc e )ur d'amirautif, cux qui ont in-

tentti cetic poari'iitj et g<Jut.rHlenic,!t oantre tons ceux. qii'il apparticiidm, y ctant plei-

ncti) -It ni.,iiL' i-ar H teneuv de.s trait^s. iJu tout quoi 1<; dit compaiant nous a rcqiut

a^te, e: a li;jiie avcc nous le joiu' et an que deflTus.

Frois. D U P O N T.
Pierre BAaRiERE.

Colhtioiine pai" noa's Chancclier du Confulat de la RdpnWique Fran^aifij, fur I'orlgi-

Jial dcpole e. ia Cii.iiiccI.Tie, Ic 8 Jiii.i, mil fcpt cent quatre viiii^t trcii:e,l'an deuxitaie

de la !lei.ubiiquc Iranfaifc. J. B. L E M A I R E.
iSous Conf.ii de la Republique Franv'aifc, it Philadelpliic, certifions, attefton."! ii toiiJ

qu'il appanicndra, tiuo le ('itoj'cn J. B. Lemaire, qui a lign(i le priSlcnt cxtrait ci.

dclfus, eft notri Cbancclicr, auxfeinjjs duqucl Ibi doit etre ajoutd tant en jiigement qua
dehors,

,
(Z,, 5. ) En temoin de qnoi nous avoiis) fignd le pr(ifcnt, et y avons fait appofer lo

fycau de ee (."o.fulat. A Phil.'ideljjhic, le 8 Juin, mil fejft cent quatro vingt treize, I'an

(ieuxi6iuc de la Republique Eranvaife.

... .. ^ Frois. D U P O N T.

c'onfnMt de .
•

.
,

^I'cw-York.

NOUS Alexandre Hauterlve, Conful dc la Republique Fran9aire, pres des Etats*

fnis, h New Yort, certifions qu'cn confdquence d'une rdquifition faite par nous

au IVlaJrc ce New-York ct au Couvcrnenr de I'Etat du meme nom, en date du 9 Juin

du couvn.K ^.,)ur obtenir main lovdc de la ddtention faite par autorite dans ce port,

d'un bfttii'icp.t rran9ais, iiommd le R^pnblic.iin, appartenant Jl Louis Alexis Ilocquet

Cariiac, et command^ par le Citoyen Orfet, il nous a dtc- rdpondu par le Gouverncur
dudit !Iitat, et par nne lettre fignde de lui, que c'litait en conformity de I'injoiiftion

«lu I;*i;cfident des £uts-Uais qu'il avait oidonad un d^tacbenient de la milice de cet
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Etat pour d^tcnli- 1« ditbtJmcnt, jufqu'ii te qiw le Prifldrnt it^ Ktr.n-l'ii:^ fA» In.
iijiiui d<'4 (.Ucuiillaiiceii du vu fitit, de (juul noui lui avvui dtilivri acu tuitiUii cc ii^riA

A'i lOUH.

Ukiiiuc ii \ovv-York, 1« 10 Jiijn, l?<j%

}.'u\\ i (ill li Uk'^abliqui: i'lun/uiie.

C-t. «.) TT A n T E R I V F,
' C'-ffi^l d$ la Hi!j)ubii^i:t l'i*ii^aijt, k Ntij T»rk.

Pr 'r.AD .ipinr, Ic 14 Jrin 175,",,

I'aii 2 lie )a Uejj.iMiquc L'rauvHili.'.

Li Citoym Gk.\i;t, llliiinrt Ji la H 'pa!,:! /u, Fi'iti:4if':, >t i»/. Ji.Kraa»u.\, Htciiniirv
ti t'.tilt Jit i^tali-Viii/r

IMu N «I 1: I' u,

IF,
ell dn.is lo '.aiaflilTc den a iioi i*lcv(5e«, Af>> hnmmes libres, dti H^ point s'exprpfci"

ilciix toil .1 uii iMlii-!. Ic v..ui al p.ii; du f«i, ton.i.iiiii; uu I'rL-lKlont djs Ktat«
Linistci liclMiH uivr,; Ui ilo la i'o^'.ibuq.ic i''i'a;i9aiil'j y iie vous ui point raclii; qu'ayant
armii liji Imis dc pics d'ui. iitklilD.i do fi'ldats. cllc (Sjiiuuvait uu dv^licit couliiieiaWo
diiM'i Wis ri jji.idiittiD.is, ct qii'di'-' Icrait livi-cc avcc I'cs f,i(l(iiili..8, au x liorrcur* de 1*
fauiiue, Ii 1 s l>a.s.4_-i.ls tie 'Ul f iurnill';ilc:it pdini, cii dcdiutioii di.> Iiir Uctte, iinm

pai:ic do< r.iiiliita cl-s qui lui ma.iqiiciit ; jc viut ai nilcrr, cu vcrtu du nr.-'i pouvoir'!,

do in.'iidra en pa/eiiH':it, i\ dOl'iiuc d'ai-iJ'Vit, d.-i Inllcts ou bout u'i'kat, portmit iuie-

tiJt juiqti'aux cp nuies lixccs par noi co'ivo itions, pii.ir Ic rcinh.Min'eim"iit dc vctro
dcttci jc vous ai t.tit i'.'mir Ics ava!it:i..;e< qm rofiil'.ci'.nciit dc cjtte opcraciiu pour Ic*

deux pay, ct pour I'Amciique lurtou(, dans uu iiioiuciit 01 Ics grains ct I'a.'incs y abpn-
dciit. Mais V(iya.\t, .Vluufie.ir, par l,i lettrc que vuus m'avc/. ccrite le n Juiu, ct par
Ic rapport du Sctrdtairc de la TrtSforciie, qu'aiitunc de uus proiioiitions d'omc ttu
agicccs. Sans cutrcr uan.s Ics rail'uus linaiuicics (|ui out iiidtivO cc rciu?, t'ans cfl'-iycr

dc vous faire ll-ntir qu'il tend h aecurip.ir lo lyiicmc iuf'cniai du koi d'Aiijj;lvtcrrir**\;

des autrcs Uois I'es complices, pour laiiv peiii' par k i°an)ine, Ics Republita-iis l'Y:<ll-

yais avec la libertc
; jo n'i;cotite dans le cas picfciit quo U voix de ma pati'ic, tt

comme fcs befiins ct cciix do ics Cuionics dcvic.nicnt dc j«»ur en jour plus prcilais,

coninie ello ni'a c'iiai-ii;c d'y piyurvoli- it quelquo piiv quo re puid'e c'tre, je vnus pri(*»

Monlieur, d'infornicv iM. Ic l'c.;iidcnt des Etats-l/ni'i, qu'ctanc aiitoriiii a doniiei- aii

nom de la Kepublique fra>i;aiC.-, des delei^aiiim-i aux iici^ociaiis ou Icri-iicfs Aiurfri-

gains en paycmtvit des t'nur ituics qLi'ils Jut iiiiont, :i doi'aut da ii')uvellcs avances da
Uparc desdits i'tats-L'nis; je deiire, qu'aliu dc mc incttrc cnnicAirc de laifo ulaj'c de CR
ouvoir, il prefcrive au Sccretairo do la 'rvclofvi-io do region proinjnemer.t av-ec moi

xpcditnt aaqiie! (0 vais avoirle compte do la dette d.'s htats-L'nis cnvcrs la I'ruueo. f.'c

rcoours lew, vraitcmblablement, oiKveux fi iaAacion ftaiieuii e, niais piiilque ie j^ouvcr-

nenient Federal croit pouvoir prendre lui" lui do mnis iiietcro dun-i laiicc'e;ilue de t'eni-

ployer fans confnltcr le Coniji-is fui- uue matiore aulli impovtantc, jo fitia I'arcc,

Monlicur, dc fuivre rues inth'uc^ions.

GENE T.

A PuiLADEtPiiiE, le 15 luln I7P3,
I'an i dc la Reoublique.

Lt Citoytii Genet, liliiiifirc de la Rcpuhliijue Frar.faifc, a il/. JuFfftiiboiN, Sfcritiiire

d'Ltat des Etaii-Viiis.

Monsieur,

LE Citoyan Ilauterive, Conful de la Hi^publique i\ Ncw-Yovl;, viont de m'informer
qu'il s'cll <51evo entre lui ct lo g-ouvernenient dc I'Etat dans Icqucl il rciido a I'oc-

ca'.ion de la trcijate I'Embufcade, line difcuflion fur un point dc droit. II s'a^it dc lii-

voir fi dans un port neutre un vailfcau armd doit laiiTer une tiivc de 24 hcnrcs au:e

biitimens enneniis pour en fottir. La Citoyen Hautcvivo rc^ut a ce fujet, rclativciaant

au ddpart du paquebot Anglais, une rdquilition fornialle du (Jouvorncur, qui, ftns lui

dire d'une maniere pofitivc que lo gouvcrncnicnt local avait 1.J droit d'caipechcr l\

frigate de (brtir avant Inspiration dc la trove de 24 heurcs, ct qu'il ulerait de ce
droit, le lui donnait it entendre et paraid'ait croire qu'il ctait univcrfcl. Le Citoyen
Hautcrive, Moniieur, s'cil borne Ji nie rofcrcr ce faiL, ct a me tlcniaudcr, a cc fuict,

des inftruttions pour hii ct pour le crpitaine de la tVd^ate. Jc joins ici une copio de
celles que je viens de lui fairs pflfer; je ne Ics ai rcdigocs qu'aprcs le plus inur exa-
men de la queftion, et quoique men opinion diffcre cfrontielleaicnt dc celle du Gouver-
neur de New-York, je fuis perfuadd quo M. le Prclldent des Ecats-LJnis, apros avoip

pris en co}iCderation les autovit^s et les raifonnenicns qui m'ont guide pour tracer an
Conful dolaR^publique lamarcbo qu'il dcvaic fuivre, fcra palFer auGonvcrneurdc Nev5»-

Yurk des crdxes digues dt fa iuiUce et dc fon impartiality.

GENET.
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<C0P1E.) Philahelphib, le 15 Juiu i?«w.
I'aii a (11; la Ilopublique" 1 .iuu;i'' ••

Lt Cittjeu Genet, Mlnijfre PUuipotentiaira de U Jicj'ubli.jue I'latiftiife, uuCituyenJllAUTKiiiVE, CnnJ'ul t't AVw-iVr/j.

'AI 111 avcc la plus grande attention, Citoyeii, Ic inpporc que vou» ti.'avcz fait

I

pallov k" i;^ dc CO mois, ct dii'.is ie-iucl, apves tu'avoir leiidii coinpte d'liiie ciicuirion

m:i s'e(li51evcce:itrc voiu ctle iJoiu'er.it;ai-dv; .\xnv.Y(n-I;,relativement iilatVC-gat'" delu Ri-
publique.l'E'ubatlviai; voiu pi-6il.MtJs i ma lolution, poiiv dirl^'cr votre (.oiiduite iiltc«

ricuro, laquelHon I'uivantc, qui 11 d'jnr.j i;.;ii k co doliat ; lavoir " 'Si dans ici port iieutre,

iiu vuideaii arme, appai'tenairt ?i um puid'nici; bJligurantc, doit laidbr une trcve dc 54
h-.iires aux vainbaiu: ennemi-s qui dclirc.-aiciu en Ibitir. " S'il litait iitik', Citoyeu,
d'eiitamev iinc poliimique fur cttto quoilip 1, je vuus obluvverais 4'abord qiiV-lle a ctii

11ml pol'ce, et qu'il aiuait fullii defiiiir non-tbiilcment la duroL- do la treve, niais auHt
repoque ii laq'.icllc die fcMi: accordj.;, mais cct exaaian eit liipcrHu ; la qucftion quo
voiis i:ic pi-opofcs, Citoysi:, c!l dJcidJc dcpuis lonijtsms par k's puiilanccs Kuropdenne»
qui out loglt cii'-t'cUci l-js priiicipos d-> la iioiitvaliti;. C'es principcs fe tiouveiit dans
1,1 convention nKui';:ai2 dcs puiilanccs du iVoi-d, dans les differens ti-aitcii dc; commerce,,
que CCS memos pui!I:inccs out contraftc ffuti'.-llcs; enlin dans ceux que la liullie a conclii
avcc la Franco, rAutrichc, lo I'.jitii^;::! ct los dcax Sicilcs ; ct dans auciin de ccs artes,
xidij^ia dans la yiic do Ihvorilor la navi;?ation dcs neutrcs, on n'a eu la maladreffe ds
fail-.' mention dj tiovo a ac.-oidor par los vaiflbaux armos dos puiirauces en gu.;rre,

aux vaitleaux cnnciuis de co-; puliraiicei, qui le trouveraiont dans dos ports neutros.
.Lapvemit:^ dcsqiiatro ni-iximos dcs ntutros, qrjo prefquo toutos les nations, h I'cxccp-

tion^de rAiiglotovre, rcj^ardent conune le palladium du commerce, oft quo " tout
vaiin-'au pout uavi,/utM- librement do port on port fur les cotes des nations en guerre. '•

Ce droit, qui doiive an droit natiirei, eit noccU'airement reciproque ; les puiilanccs
qui ont accede ai;t pviuclpes da la ncutralitc ne I'ont jamais conrellt', et jc ne lauiais
V0U3 dire, Citoycn, cor.ibien jc I'uis furpris que le Goiiverncur de I'Etat de New-York,
C- prevalo dos opinions politlqnes pvomuijiuecs par les Etats-Unis, pour aHuiettir not
vatfleaax do guerre ii une trove ii doiinio, qui fcrait gonantc, dangoreufc, contrairc a la
l2ttrc, a Tefprit do nos traitc';, ct que I'ou pourrait tout au phis exiger dii vailieaii

d'un Etat i.idHi'erent, avoc Icquel on n'aurait contra^f':: ni obligation, ni engagement.
Dans i'otat aiiruol dcs chofos, Citoycn, tout ce qu. ' gouvernement des Etats-Unjs,

pout dcmander, c'oft que nous ne conniicitions aucuiie holtilito contrc nos euncmii fur
le torritohe et dans los eaux d?s Etats-Lni.;. Et eu vousrenouvcllantrordrede veiller
sttentivement u ce que nos va.ileau;; obforvcnt cette rdferve ; jc vous recommande de
Vous oppofor, avec une dncrgio aiiaiogvj* aux Ibntiniens d'amitie que nojis avons voiids

aux Etats-L'uis, a tout aelc on toutc demarche qui pvivcr;iit nos vajHbaux, arm^s oij

non, do la liberie donti]> doivont jouir dans las ports dcs dits Etats, en vertu de nos
tra'tos et en vertu des lli-.ls principcs qui aictit dtc t'tablis diplomatiqucnioiit fur les

vlroits des neutres, Iclquols, coiiime jc I'ai doji ilit, etaut fondds I'ur Ic droit nature!,
lourcc du droit des gens, ccr.iprenncnt iinplicitciiient la rcciprocite j condition elomeu-
^aire de tons les aftes diclcs par une juRice dgale et impavtiale.
Que ceux qui ont un autre code ct d'autl'cs titres Ji nous prcfenter, les prnduifent j

et, qit'en attendant, les An^^Iais de IVe%v-YorIc, au lieu de le metire, fans raifon, fous
reside des principes que lour gouvornenicnt a toujours dddaigmi dc reconnaitre, et

qu'il ii'a cefic de violcr dans toutcs les gucrrcs, fe ticunent tiauquilles, ou courcut la
((hnnce d'une Ibrtie ;n proibnce dc no* foiccs.

Cei'tiUc couibrmc a Torluinal.

GENET.
PHiLAT)Er,r:iir., le 18 Juin i?93.

Pan a de la Rdpublique.
Ze Citizen Gejcut, Miuiflre de In Rcpttbtiqtie Fraiifaije

A iUr. jETFiiRsorf, Secritairt d'Etat des EtiUs-Vnis.

Monsieur,
'AI pris connaifThnce de la correfpondance qui a eu lieu entre vous ct mon prede-
ceflTeur relativement k des demandos do fonds qu'il a faites augonverncmcntFdddral
pour acquitter ccrtaines traites dcs adminidratcurs de Saint-Domingue, et procurer

des vivres a cette coJonie. Je rends honimage, Monfieur, Ji la juftefle des obforvations

que vous avez tranfniires au Citoycn Tcrnant, au fujet de cette demande, arrachde i fa

circonfpeftion.par Its prcfTantes inflances dcs adminiltrateurs de Saint-Domingue. Je
con9ois que cette rdquiHtion a dft infininifjnt criibarrafi'er votre gouvcrnement, ct fous

«e rapport jc fens toutcs les ohlii^atlons que nous lui avons, d'avoiv, commevousl'avez
cxprime vous mt?mc, mnins conliiltd, en y adhdrnnt, la prudence que I'amitie, Vous
avez rcmarqu6 avcc rnifon, Monficur, que le dtcret qui affedait aux befoins des Co-
lonies 4 millions i prendre fur la dotte des Etats-Unis envers la France, n'ctant point
parvenu au gouverncmcnt Federal revfitu des formes officielles d'ufage, ne dovait point
Avoir une application nulfi pofitive, aulli determinife que celle que les cotnmifiaires e^

los adminiilvitcurs de Saint-Domingue lui ont donnde, et qtt'il dtait vraifemblablc que
K' miniilire Fran9«is avait cu rccours, pour fubvcnir aux befoins de cette colonie,;i des

•fdratious d'uae autre nature que cclles ^ui avaieut cu Leu. £n eiFet, Monfieuij k^

J;
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tiijtes pour raequittement defque'les les commiflaires de Snint-YJominpue, prefTcf pat
des circonftanccs iiiipiirieufei, out en quclque forte oblig<S le citoycii Tcr.iant a vous
dcraander des fonds, n'ont ctii autorilccs ni par la Convention nationalr, ni par le

conl'eil exc'cutif, ec je dois mfime vous dire qii'il m'a dte prcfcrit de nc payor, litr lc»

fonds mis ii ma difpofition, que celles de ces traites qui auraient ete acceptees par le

eonful La Foreft eii vertii des ordres dc mon pvoddccflTcur. I\Iais en arrivant ici j'ai

iii inibuit que cc conful avait re9« du minillre plcnipotcntiaire I'ordre d'cnrcgiftrer

toutes les traites emi its par les adminiftrarcurs de Saint-Doiiiiiigue ct de les payee
fur les noiiveaux fonds que le gouvernement Federal avait accordes provifoircinent fuc

la bale da dccret du 26 Juin, quoiqu'il ne liii fut point notifiiS ofiicielleiiient. Je n'al
pas cru, Monfieiir, devoir artStcr fubitement le paycment de ces traites, dansl'cQid-

rance que Ic mode de rcmboiirfemcnt de votrc dette que v.)us avez mis a mariSquilltion

fous les Ycux Am. Prifident des Etats-Unis, ferait aiJopti par lui, et me donnerait les

jiioyeiis, I", de laire honncur aux traites enregidrecs par ordre de mon prcdeccflTcurj

et dont le paycment avait etc ordonne par lui. a", de ponrvoir en m^me tcms aux be-

foins nfgcns de la France et de fcs Colonics. Miis ayant ete trompd dans monattente
par des motifs qii'il ne w'appartient pas d'examiucr, je me vois pvivd de I'avantage

de concilicr tous les intdret.s .-t contraint dc n'obeir qu'a I'empire des circonilances

qui me prel'crivent dc fufpendrc le payement des traites colonialcs et d'employer les

fjnds :\eilini!s a Icur acquitcment, a des achats de vivras poisr la France ct pour fes

Colonic-. Cette difpofition, iMonncnr, ne doit alarnici ni les portoiirs des traites en-
legiftrees, ni cjux des auii'cs traites (Smiles et non enregiilrdes des adminidrateurs de
Saint-DominjCue et des autres Colonies del.illdpublique Frainjaile. La Nation rcniplira

eertair.ement cnvers eux les enj;agemcr.s coiitradds par fes age-.is, Je fais qu'clle %
deftiniS des f.vids particuliers :i cct objct; je fais auHi que les Colonies ont fait des

contributions en dcnrees pour romplir leurs obligations ct pourvoir ellcs-mfimes i nno
partie de Icurs bef/iiis; et c'ell d'apres ccs notions que je me fuis ddtermind k faire

infcrcr dans les papicrs publics I'avis ci-joiut, dont le but elt de calmer les inquii5'

tudes des poiteurs di>s traites que je fuis oblijjc d'ccartcv, ct d'encouragcr les citoyens

des Etats-l'nis a coiitinner dc porter des fecours a le;irs fruresles Republicaius Fran-

^ais des Ant'llcs, dont le fort depend de cet ade de gdndroCtt", fans lequel les Colo-

nies l^vaii^aifes pourrnient fe tronver reduitcs, par la famine, ii pa'.'cr fous un gouver-

tiement dont les principcs commerciaux ne fl-raienc aifurdnicnt pas aulli avantageiix aux
Etats-Unis que couk qu'une politique c'chiircc et uii attachcnient fans botnes pour lo

Jpeuple Amdrizain uous ont fait embraller.

GENET.

A PiiiLADELPHiF., le 41 Juin 179s.
I'an 3 de la Kcpublique.

JCe Citoyett Genbt, Minifire Pl'itipntmiiaire dc In R^publiijue Fraii(aifit ^ RT.

Jefferson, Stcritaiie <F£tat das Etats-L'iiit,

Monsieur,

LES difcuflions font courtes quand on faifit les a'T'aires par leurs vdrltables prin-

cipes. Exv.liquons nous en llepuhiicains; ne nous abaiffons pas ilu niveau de

I'ancienne politique par des fubtilites diplomatiques; foyons auili francs dans nos

•uverturcs, dans nos declarations, que le font nos deux nations dans leurs aifedlions^

tt par cette marchc (imple et loyale allons au but par la voie la plus courte.

Tous les rai'.onnenieiis renfenncs, iXlonfieur, dans la lettre que vous m'avcz fait

^I'honneur de m'dcrire le 17 de ce mois, font extrenienient ingcnieux ; mais je vous

dirai fans ddtour, qii'ils portent fur une hafc que je ne piis adincttrc. Vous oppofoa

a nies plaintes a mes jufles reclamations fur des points de droit, les opinions privdss

ou publi<iuos d>-' M. le I'rJiideiit des iitats-b'nis, et cette egide ne vous paraiifant pas fiif-

ftfautc, vous mettcz e;i avait des aphorifmes de Vatcl, pourjullifier ou excuferdes infrac-

tions iaites 11 des traites poHtifs. Monfieur, cette conduite n'eft point pai'allelle ii la n6tre.

Ert arriv-ant pamil vous, j'ai dit avec candeur, que la Nation Fran9aife, chdriilant

plus lei inL(5i-5ts d'S Etats-Unis que les (lens, ne s'occupait que de Icur bonheur a«

milieu des daUf^crs qui I'entourent, ct qu'au lieu de les prcifer de rcmplir cuvcrs elle

toutes les obi gations qui leur fo:it impofees par nos paftes, par la reconnailfaace cC

par uae politique prdvoyaiitc, elle vcnait d'accordcr de nouvellcs favours Ji leur com-

mcrce, de partagcr avec tux les benefices de fa navigation, de icur ouvrir tous fes

ports, dans les deux mondes, et de les, alii miler en un mot ti fes propres citoyens.

Des procedds auifi di5finti5reU(!s, auili amicals, auraient du rendrc le Gouvernement

F6deral, iVfouiieu , indudrieux il chercher au moins tous les moyeiis de nous fervir

autant que les circoiiftances le lui auraient permis; maif;, au lieu d'attendrc que le

Congri;s cut pvis en coniidt'ration les importans objets qui dovra^nt ddji I'occuper,

qii'il cut jn,i;e Ii la guerre de la liuerte, fi le deltin de la France et de fes Colonies

etaient pour I'Amerique des objets indiiYdrens, qu'il cut decide s'il etait de I'intdrat

des Etats-Unis de profiler on non de la polition oil les lailfc la magnanimitdFran^aife,

On s'ert cmrireflTe, pou.Pe "par je nc fais quelle influence, do fuivre une autre marchc.

On a miiltipUd dev^'nt ni'ii les dilficultes et les entravcs. Nos traites n'ant dtiS iiiterpre'r

tds que d'ane mani^re dcfavorable; des ordres arbitraircs ont dirigd contro nous I'ao-

tion des tribunaux; enfin, \\ i'cn cxc;ptc ma reception diplomatique, je n'ai r.eo«o«tr6

daus Ics uc^Qcutions dout j'^i vtti charj^c que des dc^oius ct des oblhclet.
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C» n\'ft point alnfl que le peuplft Amdricain vent que nousToyons tr«it^s ; nnera»ftft

kns pennis d'eii doutcr, ct j'aimc ;i croire que dcs acmarclies dc ectte nature ti'ont

Voint cti con9ucsdans Ic ciciir du iii:oncr:il\Viiftiington,do ce hcros ceicbre dclaiih—te ;

ie nc puis Ics attribiier,qu':\ dcs improflions i- trap,ires, doutJe teuis et la vciitc t:' .m-

toherout. |c vous jiric, cu conll-quenci.', Monliciir, de mettrc fous Ics yeiix <^ • ce

premier Majjiftrat dcvotrc Rdpublique Ics deux protcftations ci-jointcs qui vifiinc. t Je

lil'fitre adrcUccs par Ics coiiluls dc la Rcpubliqiic Franv'aifc k New-York et ii riin*ucl-

phic; vous y verrcz que Ccs ofiicicrs ie plai^nont qii'on a faifi dans ces deux j-orts,

tear les ordres de M. le Prcfidcnt, les prilcs Fran9aifes dent le jugcnicut apparticnt

fxeluiivement aux tribunaux tonlulaircs. J'atteiids de IV-quitd du gouvernenicj.t Fddc-

ral, Monflcur, le prompt redrclTcii.ent de ccs irrdgularitds, et j'ole clpi-rcr aulii que M.

le I'rdfideut voudra bien" exami'icr de nouveau Taffairc du navire le Ripublkain

de New-York, et confiddrer qu'abftraftion faite du droit que nous avnns d'armer

en courfc, aucuue des exprcffions dout s'eft lervi le Conful Ilaut-rive, pour

rdclamer la levdc de la I'aifie qui en a ili faitc, ne prouve que ce bftti-

inent nit iti armi pour cct objct ; le Citoycn Ilauterivc a tait entendre

Clairement au contraire qu'il a M armd pdr des Fraufais, dans un momei.t ou le plus

faint des devoirs eft pour eux de voler, de toutes les parties de la terrc, au fccours de

Icur patrie et dc remplir euvers ellc les devoirs ausquels les Aiiidricains feraicr.t dga-

iement tenus, fi nous n'avions point le ddfir de laiUbr ii Icur fagelFe ct a Itur honncur,

I'arbitrage de Icur cpnduite. II eft inconteftable que le traite dc commerce, article

XXII, autorife expreirdmeiit nos arrfiemens dans les ports des Etats-Unis, et interdit

cette faculte Ji toute nation cnncniiej au furjilus cet acle mdme ne foiine qu'une

partie de nos padlcs conventionels, et c'eft dans Uiir enfemble que Ton doit ciivifager

dcscontratsd'alHaiice ct de commerce falts fimultan«ment, Ii I'on veut en faifirle lens ct

interpreter fidelement les intentions des peuples qui les o\ic cinie.itcs, et des hommcs de

genie qui les out diftes. Si vous ne pouvez point proceger notve coinmerte et nos Co.

Ionics, qui contiiliueront beaucoup plus a I'avenir a votrc profpe ice qu'ii la notre, au

inoins n'arretez pas le civifme de nos propres Citcycns, ne Ics expofez pointviutiepevte

certaine en les for9ant a fortir Tans armos de vospovts, et ne pimiTez point les bvives

individus de vofe nation qui fe rangent d'eux mcmes fous nos ba.'ini^rcs, fac1ia:it tv&s.

bien qu'aucune loi des F^tats-Unis ae doune au gouvernement le triilc pouvoir d'arrfi-

ter leur z61e par des aftes de rigueiir. Les Americairs Ibi.t librcs; \h ne font point

attaches Ji la glebe comme les efclaves de Rufli'.- ; ils pouvent tiiangjr d'etat quandboa
Icur Ibmble, et en acceptant, dans ce moraent-ci, le fc-ours de leurs bras accoutumds it

terrafler les tyrans, nous ne commettons point Ic p'a^' at djtit vous parlez. I,e verita-

ble vol, le veritable crime ferait d'onchalner le courage de ces bonb citoyens, de ces

amis linc^res de la plus belle des caufes,

f'ignore, Monfieur, quels font ies juges conftitutiijnel? auxqu-Ls Ie gouvemement Fd«

ddral parait avoir le pro jet de rcnvoyer I'examen dc; di'iFc'rentcs queftjons de di'itt public

qui fe font dlcvdes entre nous, mnis il me fcuiWc qi'.e ces ,ti:4,es iiQ peuvc'it etre conli-

itiv&s que comme confcils, attendu qn'aucun tribunnl pavt:cii:i?r n'a le droit ni le pou-

voir dc s'interpofer entre daux nations, dont les fi'iils a'bi;res, quand elle< out un defir

ilnccrc de vivrc fraterncllcment et amicalcment enfeii.bii-, ne peuvent £rre, dans I'etat

aftuel des fotictds huniaines, que la bonne foi & la raifor..

Agrcez, Monlicur, rexprelllou de luon eilime et de mcs featimens refpeftueux.

G Ji i\ E T.

Confulat de
Kew-Yovk.
JPrateflation du Citoyen Hautkrive, Conful dc (a R'piih!i:;<if Frtingnifc, h Iftw-TorUt

coi/tre le prods en faific de la Catherine d'JJcilifjx.

ATTENDU que les tribunaux font iailitucs pour roiidr." It juftice entre los indi-

vidus et non pas pour juger des difierens qui petivent s'elcvcr entre l.-s gouvcr-
nemens, et encore moins pour decider fur les relations poiitiqucs qui exifteiit dc Xa.
tion' h Nation.

Que leur fpbere eft circonfcrite dans les Umites territoriales de I'otat auqucl iU ap-
partxennent.— Qu'il ne pent done y avoir aucun rapport de dependance cut e l^s tribu-

Uaux qui y appartiennent a deux nations diffdrentcs.

Que la jurifdiftiou confulaire eft une extcufioii et un premier digtit de la juridiJlioa

des tribunaux de commerce et d'amirautd inftituds en pays dtraugcr, par la uati >ri k.

laquellc les ronventions politiques ont donnd le droit de confulat, aiiifi que le droii de
jecours a la force publique pour alfurer I'cxecution dcs jugemens confulaircs.

Que Ics limites de cette jurifdittion dependent uniquement du gouvcnicmci;t dtran^je^

qui I'a dtablie, et quece gouvernement pent I'ctcndre ou la reflerrcr k Ion gre, posivu
qu'il ne lui attribue aucune adtion fur les pcrfonues, Ics propridtis, la police, ct Ls ju-

rididlions locales.

Qu'cnatcribuantitel tribunal ddpcndant de lui cequi appartient ii tel autre egalement
d^^pendant dc lui, un gouvernement ne palle pas les bornes de cette faculte.
Querdcemment le gouvernement Fran^ais vientdc donner aux confulat* de la Rdpub-

lique la juridicU^n dcs inifes dc max, ct I«s a ainfi ••HipUtem«at touftitu^J tribunam:
d'amiiwutd, .

. . ^



trsit^s; llnera'eft

cctte n«ture Ti'ont

licbre Jclaiili'-tu;

St Is vt'i'itc I: '"ru-

ns Ics yeux "' ce

BS qui viunnc t Je

oiU et ii rhilHucl-

iis COS deiix j.ovts,

gcmciit appartlcnt

)uvernenic:-.t r<Sdc-

inirci- nulii que M.
iie Ic Rii'ublicain

ous avnns d'armcr

llauttive, po"5

juvc que ce bftti,-

a tait eiitc.idve

momei.t ou le plus

errc, au fecours de

Lcains feraicr.t 6ga-

ct a Isur honneur,

I
commerce, article

:s-Unis, et interdit

ne foinic qu'une

I
Von doit ciivifagcr

t en laifirle I'ens ct

s, et des hommcs de

inviimevce et nos Co-

te qu'a la i^otre, au

)fez v'oif't'iutiopevte

{q7. point les bv^ves

ni^^fSj fac1ia:it tvfcs.

riilc poiivoir d'arrfi-

s; il-- ne lout point

,g-r d'etat quandboa
:s bras accoutiimds it

parler. T,e vcrita-

)ns citoyens, de ces

le gouvei-nement F^«

Vions de d .'Mt public

; jieuvc'it ctre conti-

a le droit ni Ic pou-

md elle« out un defir

i;nt fivre, dans I'etat

IS rerpeftueux.

G E iN E T.

ittfaifc, !t Ifiw-Torkt

|jftice entre Ics indi-

/cr e'.itre l.-s goir.'cr-

qui exilleiit de Xa.

I'ctat aiiquel il' sp-

[ance eut e l^s tiibu-

\igti de la imidiclioa

>ci-, pav la uatim h

faiiifi qii2 Ic aioii dt

confulaircs.

3uvcmcmc'.;t dtranjjer

Icr k Ion Rf-S P'^^'VU

L la police, ct L-sju-

In tel autre egalement

lette facnltc.

Inlulflts de la Rcpub-

couftittt^s tribunans

/^at par cela 11 ne fait que d^placerune des branches in penvAir judiciaire,
Que la pofition giographique d'un tribunal Ic'galnmcnt etabli n'altiivc par la force, nl

iKctendue, ni I'ind^pendance de fa jurididion.
One toute intervention direiSte ou iiuHrcfte fur les prifes Fran^aifos ^taut fornielle-

went interdiio aux tribunaux du pays, les ainiiautes des deux Nations a qnclqne dcgri
qu'elles fc rapprochent localetnent, n'cn font pas moins fcpardes i'niu de Tautre par U
barriire infurmontablc du droit politique.

Qu'ain(i une prife Fran^aife, reliant dans nn port neutre, en vcrtu dc» trjittJs eft
fcumife k I'amirautd confulairc, en vertu du droit que les Nations ont d'orgaiiifer k
leur gri lours judicatures, eft auHi i I'abri de I'aftion de tout tribunal local, que il
•lie exiftait dans une radc Fraiifaile.

Sur tous ces motifs, nqus Alexandre Ilautorive, Conful de la Repiiblique Fran;aifif,
confid^rant que la cour de diihift de New-York a etendu fa juridiction fur une prilo
Jranvaife dont le jugcment etait pendant u notre tribunal:
Que cette intervention p^oicrite par les traites ne tend pas feulement k dtabjir un

•onilit de juridiAion entre ueux ti'ibunaux qui ne pcuve.it avoir ciil'enible aucune com-
XBunication, mais encore a a iea.itir le t.ibuial conllilaire qui n'ell plus rien des que U
force publique que les traicds lui ont doimd le droit de rcquurir pour appuyer fes juge-
nens, eft empjuyeo centre lui.

Que (i cet ecart du pouvoir judiciaire pouvait Itre autorife par le gouvernement, il

faudrait fuppofer que le gouvernement a le droit de faire interpr(?ter, modifier, ou dtS-

truire les conventions poi nques qui unid'ent les deux nations, pat les informations ct
la ddcidon des tribunaux li'iue de ces duux nations.
Nous protoftons coiitre I'atteinte portiie aux droits de la nation que nous roprcfjntons;

Bous declarons formellpmc.t que, q.ielqae loir la dccilion du iribunal qui s'ell arrogd \o
jitgement de la prifc Catharina of Halifax an detriment de la juridit'lion du confi'lat,

les' parties int^relTcSes qui for.L a".i.j.!.-iiis'it fouinifes Jl notre tribunal, ne font pas tcnuos
He s'y eonformer. Nous diclarons nul et de nul eifet ce jugemeni; qu.'l qu'il f)it. i".

par la notoridce de I'intomp tencc du tribunal, a", parce qu'il fjrait poito au mdpriB
de notre proteftation. 3°, parce qu'il (era forme fur une iiformation infuilifinte, Kb
fiices princ-.pales de la difcudion ^taiit en nos mains et n'cu devaiit jamais fortir. 4".

parce que lai RdpubHqut- Fian^-aifc etant une des d.'us parties, il faiidrait, pour proce-

dcr rc^uliirement, qu; les juges trouvalfent dans les loix Amcricaines que la nation

Frarijaife eft iufticiablc dans le.V droits politiques d'un tabu'nal priviS ct qu'clle pent
4tre condamnee par deinut. /Vons difons enfin, que fes droits reftcront entiers, Ihuf la

sequifition en dommajes et intdrcts aux parties intereHees, et la demande en rcpara»

tion pour celle des deux 'lacions qui, au jugement diploaiatiquc, ^ le feul arbitra.3;e com«
pdtent entre deux peuples amis, ) fera reconnue Iczee dans fcs ilroits.

' De plus, nous d:fons que le jugement du fait eft encore pendant au tribunal confu-

kire de la Kepubliquc k New-York.

I'an ae.

Certifi^ confonne a I'originnl.

New-York, le ai Juin 1793
de la K-epublique Franvaife,

(Cople.)
frote/iation du Conful de la Ripubliqtie Frattfaife, coinrt la faifte du natHre Whlia««

ATTENDU qu'aucune autorite fur la teiTc n'a ni le droit ni le pouvoir de s'in-

terpofer entre la nation Frani;ai(e et fes cnnerais.

Qu'elle eft feule arbitre et jugc des aftes oflenfifs que le maintien de fbn inddpen-

dance i'oblige de faire contre les gouvernemens defputiques qui fc coalifent pour la re-

plonger dans I'itat de fervitude, dont, abaudonuti de fes amis et en butiitant d'ennemiij

elle a fcule fu s'aifranchir.

Que la cour d'amiraute J» Philadclpliie, cedant d'abcrdi des reclamations mal fonddes,

mais depuis, fe rappellant elle-mlme aux principes du droit des nation* a reconnu foa

Incompetence dans la decifion de la Idgalitc des prifos Francaifes.

Que de li il refulte dvidemment qu'aucune autorite locale ne pcut attirer a elle I'in-

formation d'une difcUflion qui s'elive ou peut s'elever de nation ii nation.

Que cependant le gouvernememt Federal a mis une garde fur le navire \c fVilUam,

prife de la goelette Franvaife le Citayen Gtnet^ et par cetto voie de fait a femble declarer

qu'avant toute difculfion il voulait intervenir dauSl^examen du droit ct dans la decilioB

du fait.
. ji e

Que fi le gouvernement intcrvient, comrae autoritd locale, dans le jugement du lait

il mdconnait et viole le principe expreffdment dnonc^ dan» I'artide dix-fept du trait*

entre I'Amdrique et la France.

Que fi, comme pouvoir inveftl par la nation, de communiquer avec les gouvernemena

Strangers, il intervient dans I'examen du droit, il procide pr61 minairemcnt par uno

voie inouie jufqu'a ce jour, en faifant preccder une dif<{»iHion diplomatique par un arte

arbitraire et violent et par une execution pureuient wiWifxre.
,

Sur tous ces motifs nous Fran9oisDupont,^ Conful de la Rdpublique Franvaife h

Pliladelphle, proteftons formeilcment coutre .'atteinte port^a aux drwits <ie la uai>*t»^

Fiaii^aife par le gouvememeut Iscal de' PhiUdelphie.
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KwH d^claroiis qu'ayant pfo'cddJ judiciaiivmciit h la vent* du ditimvlre, etqaV-taiit

fioini'tribie an nom de lit nation l"r:m^':iilL' uiivjrs Ic. a.-hetL-urs do l;i propricce acquifc

aHr cux, nous rojctons I'uv lu uuiivcrneincut ciiii met obltaclc h. la mile en poii'eliiuii

toiite deniaiide dc dommajjcs et iiitoi-t'tn

iVoii-; diciarons dc plus, qu'cii infDrumiit le ruiiiiftrc do la Rdpublicjiic Franfaifc do

In viiilcnce oppoKe ;i I'oxjrcice de iios Ibtirtioiis, nous rcfi-'rvons en I'on nom par U
rrclciito pioccltation, la puiiruiito cii i-cpaiatujii pour hi vioiiition dcs pattes tonveii.

tioncls e; routra^e porte h la nation l''ra.ivailc, dans le minilU-rc de I'js ay;ens.

Fait ea noti-e Conrulat, I'hihuklphie, cc an juin 1733, I'aij detixicmc de la llcpu-

bliqiw Fra-icaile,

Ffois. D U P O N T.

T

Pkiladelphii:, le 25 Janvier ([*) i793»

I'an 2 dc la Ripubliiiiie Fse.

liCitoyeti Ge-nzt, Miniflrc ^'IJiiipoteiitlafrfefe la Repiiblique Fr/triftiifi, it M. jEFFiiRSOM,
Secretaire dJitr.t ties Etats-Uuis,

M o ^ s I E u R,

'APPilENDS avcc iufinimcnt dc plai(ir,pnv votre Icttre dn 23 de cc moh, quo le gou*

vcrncment dc la Gcovgie a faic aiictcr un corlairc armt dans tet Etat, pour croilet

iTontre Ics Frau^ais, et que Ics armutcurs do ce bittiment I'ciont pourlliivis, II ell a

lliuhaitcr, Muniieur, que la mcme lurvcillance et la mcnic i'ermetc Ibicnt dcployecs dans

tjiis les ktnts di- I'Union, car vous verves par les rapports ci-joiius des Conl'uls de

1-1 i'vcuublique Ji CharJeltou, ;'i llaltimorc, ii Philadclphic ct u New-York, que bcr.ucoup

0. . bfitimons cunemis s'y font arini's, ylorit ciitrcs aimes, y font rcftcs, et en Ibnt Ibrtis

riniiL"-, au mdpris dc nox traites, fandii que I'oii pourfuivait avec ackameuient, en

vi;rtudi;s inUrudlions dc M.le Trciidcnt dcs F.tats-Unis, tons les armatcwrs Fraii9ais qui

*r.t cvu pouvoir le mettre en ctat de di'fcnce dans lc.> ports dclcura allies pour en fottir

J';ins danger ct rcmplir d'aillcurs, felon les circoiiilariccs, leur devoir dc Citoycn contre

las ennemis dc I'Etat. Agreez, l\Ion'iLur,uio;icflimc et nion rcfpctt. C £1 N £ T.

I
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rHii.Ar)i>;r.pHiE, le 25 Juin 1793,
I'an 2 de In Kepublique Fran9aife.

txtrahs da rApports des CovfuU et P^ce-Conftils d-' la Rcptibliqus I'miifiiifc a CbaiUflau^

a Saltiiiuret it PbiladclpijHi ct a J\'tw-Turk, au Litcycii U;:AtT.
«

CuARLESTOis-, du 24 Mr.i au 6 Juin.

UN bfttimenfc Bermudicn a aclictc 4 canons dans cc port pour prntcger fon retoi^r:

Un biuimcnt Hohandals, cntrii dans cc port fans ca.ion, en eft forti avcc 14. Dcj
batiinens Anglais s'y font bgalemcnt aniic.-;.

B.M.TiiMiR;;, du 21 Juin.

UN bfttiircnt Angbis, nomii.c Ic 7",r."'.v> Capitainc Ilalc, a ct(5 publiqucment arme
en courfe dans cc port par le (iciir IliiJiind da ccttc ville. Lc \'icc-t"onnil en a porti
jlaintc auji. Coi:vci'i;ciir ct au rrocurcur gencraux do i'Etat de IMrirylaiid.

I'lULADEj.i lUK, le 21 Juin 1793.

IL cfl forti de cc port, lc 2, uii bAtiment IJonnudion api ictcnnvt ii dcs fiiicts du Roj
d'Anirli^t'.'rre, loqucl crr.it inotjtc dc 12 canons aciietcs en ccttc ville. 11 ctaic foui
quelquG'! jours avant uii biUiincnt Ani;lais urmc de 4 canons. Le Coufui n'eii a titc in-

foiine qu'i la date dc fon rapport.

Nfw YoiiK, lc iS Juin.

LA lottre de m.irquc Anirlaifc lc Swnllow, couiiiiandce par lc Capitaine Lion, arin<5e

ce r. ciMons, nioutcc dc 20 lioinnu's au moins, ct paraifTant du pore de 1,^0 tonncaux,
ii\ niouilico daus cc port dcpuis.iiii cfpucc de tcnis qui ne permet pas de croirc que
ce batiment y ait cte ictc en dctrcnv, quoiquc Particle 17 du traite de conimcrcc eritre

la Fiance et I'Anicriquc, cxclno foiinellemcnt dcs ports de I'une et dc I'autre les bati-

ricn? cnnijniis qiii auraicnt iait dcs prifcs et que tout corfaire Ant;Iais qui cntic,

ctaut autorifc pai; lc gouven;cment Anylais a prond''c, bruler ct d^truire nos britiniL'iis,

il ri^fte toujours irdocis fi tcl batinicnt nnnd, dc ccttc nation, qui cntrc, a execute
ou non de pareils ordrcs. Lc Conful Hsuterive a pone ccs obfervations au Gouver-
neur dc I'Etat do New-York colui a fait fcntir que tout vaifPcau armc en guerre cr

• pparten!?nt ii nos cnncniis dtnnt fiijet a I'exclufion portce par nos loix tonventio-
oellcs, devait ctre obligii de fjrtir du port de New-York.

II eft parvenu ii la coimaifTancc du Citoyen Genet, par dcs voias Indircftes d'autr?s

sapports; qu'il s'cft faii;, par les cnner.iis dc la Rdpublique Fran^alfc, phi'Icurs autrcs

rmemens dans les ports Anicricains, ct queCss vaifleau:{ ont pris a leur bord, lansauciir.j

oppofition, un p^vaiid rouibrc de Torys, fiijcts dcs Etats-lTnis, ta:idis que quelques h-w*
Wliijre, an:is do la J''rance, qui ont pris parti pour elle fur fcs vaifl'cauxont etc riiti>

ijt ^ettes dans dcs cacliots, d'oii lc Citoycn n'a encore pu les arracher que fous cautij*.

Caniti6 toni'onne aux rapports qui m'ont etc iaits.

Le Iv'Ui'iftrc ploniroteutiairs dc la lltpublirjac Fran^^fi^

^*]) Mrrtuf j^our ^ui:).

"i
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A PiiirAnET-pHiE, le 16 Jr.m i^-jg,

I'an 1 dc la lli i.'uMH)iie.
A» Cllijtn Gexbt, Minion PlJnlpotfitiairf de !,t liepukliijue Fratn.iijl; 4 air, T^Fn

^n.^joa, it^iJtaired'Etat (hi Ji.t:Tti-C>tis, ' '

Monsieur,

I
A kttre que voin m'^vez fait I'lionnour Ac m'ccvivo Jepiiis lo depart dc iVT. Ic

_^i'reiideiit des Etats-Unis, ivufcnne dcs dironfitions digiie? de votre liiifciio ct dcs
IciuinitiH qui vous LMraacnf.MU. L'urraiiirouiLv.t quo vnus prnpofi-z, MouTicur, nou*
tviiivieiit a tons egards; jc Ic conimuiiiquei-ai luix rouruL; ct Vica-Coiil'iils do la Rcpu-
bliiiue, cc, ca leiu- recommandaiu dc s'y com'uniur, \i joiudi-ai aux iafli-iictioiis que ja
kiC^i dejH donu(5cs fur le fait des prilbs dj ii(/.i\',-;ios regies, dont I'oxdcutioii liyida
piouvi;ra aa gouvcrnemcnt FikU'imI, qu: nous rcgardons couinie Ic piamier de nos de-
voirs de vefpjiTcci- torn las diMJts dt- loiivci-aiiure dc^ Etai:s-U.iis, de iie ricu eiitvepran-
dre qui puilfe leui: etie dirfr^'rcnblc et de rcuiiii- tou^ no-, cllorts pour pcrpoLuci' et
t«fferr«v de phis en plus Ics iieiis qui iiniUtfuc li iKnircul.eme:iC nos dei'.x RepuMiquci.

GENE T.

i'liiLAnELPKiF,, le f! JiiiJlct 1793,
I'kii a dc Ja lliipublique iran^aili;.

te y^iniftre de la RJpuiliqtte Fr^n^nife prh'x Us Ettits-Unisy ii HI. Jefferson, Secrititirf

fVEtnt <i<-'i Etats-Uiiis.

MONSIEITR, '
, .

LE iiavire Frativ'als avmd en guerre, le V,:inqttcur de la EitflUlc^ de conftrnftioit
Aiiiivicaiie, et portaut ci-devaut ic noui d'/Vat^,-, clllbrti dcOiadelton muni d'liu*

oomiuiiiion Fraui;aife ct de i\>n aucien regillrc Amcricain que Ibij comniitndanc iicrvicux
ft renvoyc Ji la douancaprcs Svoir fianciii la barre de fc port.
Cctce conduitdi qui u'cfl: coadamiiable que pa^- la ciiiiitlitc, a portd la douane da

Charlcllon a requerir le gouveruement d; la Caroiiie du Sud dc le faire an-iitci, eC
par uno fiiite de cette procedure, Ic Vaiuqueur de la SaJiilU a etc faifi a W.lniington
iivec line prife qu'il y avait co'iduite. Los loix des Ecats-Unis ne prononccnt dc peine
dans le cas preleut que lorfqu'il y a en intention dc fe ibiidraire aux droits impolcspac
les Etats, ct coininc il ell: prouve par la coniniiHion en guerre et par les inltructiofi*

dont le Cipitaine Hervieux eft portcur, qu'ii u'eft Ibrti du port de Charlcllo:] q\ie

pour rdfifter autant qu'il cfl en lui aux injuftes attaqiies de nos ennemis, d.-voif

que tons les traitis I'autorifent a reaiplir, qu'ancune loi des Etats-Unis, en que parcon-
fcquent aiieun ord.-c dc I'csccutif dc ces Etats, ne peut hit intcrdirc, je voir, piie,
Monfieur, de domand.T au gou.crneir.cnt Federal la libi-rtc dii Cajutaine Hervicnx, ec
de tout Ion dquipagc da Faiu:/ueur de In liiifiiUe, ci-dcvant V/Iector, ct de la pi'ils»

Ikttuellement d^tenue dans le port dc Wilmin;;toa duns la Caroline dii Nord.
G E Is' E T.

publiqiicmeiit arnie

ce-Conful en a port6

larvland.

t VI des fuicts du Rii<:

ville. 11 ctait (niti

Coufiil n'eii a iti in-

^lapitaine Lion, ariii(5e

re do 150 tonncaux,

net pas de cioirc que

te dc cnnimercc entre

et de raiitre les bati-

e Anglais qui entie,

d^truire nos b.ltlmons,

qiii entrc, a execute

fervations au Gouvci-

au aime eu guerre er

• nos lois convcntio-

)ies indircftes d'aiitres

n^aifc, plufieurs autres

I leur bord, lansaucur.s

ndis que quelqucs boii.

vaillcaux ont etc I'liti*

iclicr que fous caiitiJi.

;uublicinc Fian^ufi.

rjilT.ADET.PHTE, Ic 9 Jinllct ^TOo*
I'an a de la Rcpuhliqiie Franca'iic.

Le c//fly»M Genet, ilintflrt Plhipcteutinlrc d
Smrhttir: d^Ltat

Monsieur,

VOLTS m'avez dcmande di^s detail' fur lo brijantin la Petite Dhtiocmtc, ci-dovawt
la Petite Sarr.h, qui fc trouvc aAuilk'nio'it .<.rn;6 et prct a loitir dc la lielawavc,

les voici : ce bAtime it, iVIonfieur, de propricte Anijlaiic, arnie par iir^s cnnoini':, dc 4

j'ai jngc d'aprOs Ic rapport du t,;apit:'nie uc i'j--.i/!i)::iciuij et ri'aiitres iii.uitis i^cUire*

que I'acquificion de cc vaiOeaa fcrn-it nvanti^jcufl; a la marine dcla IWoaloliquc, ctccttu

conflderation jointe au diJiir que j'avais dc procurer dc I'emplol ii uniiiTc/. ;.',vnuil nomine
dc marins Francais qui ll- i.-.)uvaieiit iri eK-,iorcr; aux dangers qui accotiipa'^nrnt Ini'-

vent le dcfoeuvrement ct la niisirc, m'a diitermiiic a le prend.e puur le tjnipte de
I'Pitat.

Jc I'ai fait aiifll-tot rdparcr; i'ai liiit complctter Con armcnipnt avcc des canons qui

fc trouvaient a bord de 4 vailfeaux Fra ,ais; j'en ai coniic le cor.imnndiinent au Ci-

toyen Amioc, enleigne, noa cntretcnu dj la lls;niblique, et je le Serni appanllloi ninnt

d'uue commiilion du eonlcil cxccuiifet dL> nu-s inftiiu'tiont parciciilihci, naili-tC: qn'ii fe.a

pret. Je dois me borner, Alontipur, ii voiis prifenter ces faits ()iii ne font ('il.ipt'ibl'i

d'aucune difcunion jle ma part, ct qui ne pcuvcnt donncr lien a aucnnc r.ilricntt'' ti

ccUe dc votre gouverneuiont, Qi^and les traitcs i;riiile:it, les a£e:is

peuvent qn'o'icir.

AijriJez, Monfu'iir, iBou eilinia ef wan refpeJt, . /

de

nations ua ,<*

g::net.
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PHitAnp.tPHiR, Ic 9 Jiiilltft t7«J3.
I'an a de la Rcpubliquc Frauvaife.* C/ltytfl Cenbt, Xfi»i/lre PUnipotemiaire de la lUpublique Franfai/'t, it M.

JfirrERSON, Secrifair* tPLiat d*s Etats-Uhis.
Monsieur,

LE Confiil de la Rrfpnbliquc Fraiifaife, dans cet Etat, a rdquis deimis qnatr*
jours le Gouverncur de U i'cnnfylvaiiie de faire fortiv dii port de Philadeiphle le

eorl'aire Anglais le Jane, arme de i6 canons, quiy eft entri Ic quarto dc ce niois liins

avoii aiicun figiie de ddtrelTe.

Le Goiiverneiir lui a repoiidu qu'il ne pouvait pn^ndre aucunc dicifion h cet egard,
pendant rabfoiici; de iM.le Picfident dci Etats.Uiih. Quoi.]iie cctte ripcmfe, Maifieur,
fuit accompagndc d'cxprcHions tris oblijjcaiites et tres amioalcs, je crois dovoii- voiis

obferver que d'apris los difpolitions de I'artielc XXII de notre tiaitd d'amitii et d*
eoiiiraeicc, il n'clt niillomcnt ndcclliiivc d'attendic la dccifion dc M, le Prefident pour le

Jaive paitir. Ce covlhirc n'otaiit point entrc ici on relsleho Ibrcee, ayane &\ tout Itf

terns pour y prendre beaucoup plus de vivrcs qu'il ns lui e:i faut pour fe rendrc au
port le plus voidn de la puili'ance dont il tieiit fa connniilioii, et d'apris diffirens

rapports, que jc vicns de rcccvoir, augmentant fun arniemeut. Les traitcs ctant confi-

dcrcs pur lo peupic Amcricain comiiie les loix les plus lUcn'-es, tous les gouvernemen*
locaux dcs litats-Unis font tenus de les connaitre, ot tous les niagiftiats obliges dc les

faiie exL^cutcr fans dt'lai. Je vous prie eu confcqucnce, Alonfu'ur, de pr(Sfeiiter cet
«dnfidi5rations au fJouverncur do la I'cnnfylvanie, et de le determiner h reuiplir contvi
le coifaire le 'Jam, les devoirs tiui lui font iuipolts par nos trait(is.

GEWET.

'

Piiii,ad6t,phie, le p _T*nHet i?93t
I'a 1 3, de la llcpubliqne

2« CitoyeK Genet, Miniflre Plinipoteutiaire de la Repiibli.jue I'ranfnife prh Us Eiati'
Uiiis, li Mr, jEFFiiK.soN, Secretaire d'Etat des Etats-Uiiis,

Monsieur,

J
'A I dcjii eu plufieurs fois I'honnenr de vous entretonir du traitemcnt revoltant qrta
les vailFeaux de guerre Anglais faifaient eflliyer dans toutes les mors aux bAtinicns
AiiiiJvicains, Je vous ai inftruit des vifites iSvires auxquclles ils )es afliijettiflbient,

et des failies qu'ils fe pcrmettoient dc faire, Ji leur bord, c; fous la protection du pa-
illon dcs Etacs-Unis, des perfonnes et des propridtcs des citoyens Frsn9ais.

Les rapports do tous les navigateurs attcftciit la vdritd de ces faits, et les plaintes
ei-jointes en prdfentent de nouvellcs preuvcs. Jo vous pric, Monfieur, de les porter Jt

la ronnoiflancc de iVL le I'relident des Etats-Linis, et d'avoir la complaifance de m«
faire favoir les inefures qit'il a prifes, ou celles qu'il fe propofe de prendre pour fair*

rcfpcftor par nosennemis le pavilion des Etats-Unis, autant que nous le refpedlong

nous-incincs, et pour faire rendrc ii nos concitoycns les proprietes dont ils ont etd dd-
youillds injiiftenient.

Je dois vous obferver, Monfieur, quo commc les Anglais continucront vraifemWable-
tncnt a enlcver impunenient nos citoyens et Icurs proprieties h bord de n«.s vailFeaux,

fans s'enibarrafTer dcs priacipcs philofophiqucsprowlainos par le Prcfident des Etats-Uni^
tes engaifemens one nous avoiis coiitraftds avcc vous noas mdttaut dans la pofition 1ft

jjus diifavantagcufc vis-a-vis de nos cnncini'i, en nous privant de la facultd d'ufer, cm
tout point a leur egard, du droit de reprofLiilks, il eil urgent, autant pour votre intd-

rfit que pour le nfitrc, qne nous otivcnions de pro dre promptcnient d'autrcs mcfureS".

J'attends inccflainr^cnt, Monfieur, une v^ponfe pofitive du gouverncnient Federal fur cet

objct, et j'cfp6re qu'clie fera confornie h la dignitc et ii la jiiftice du peuple Ami^ricain

qui ne doit point cxiger, s'il eft hors d'dtat aujonrd'hui d'en impofer aux Anglaij
qu'ila vaincus autrefois, que nous nous expofions ct que nous rexpofionslui-uicme plus

long-tcms, par une d(.'bonnairenct6 deplacce, aux infuUcs de cette nation vis-a-vis de la*

quelle les procddcs gdncraux no conduifent, en general, qu'^a de nouveaux outrages.

Agreez, Moiilicur, mon rcfpcft ct mon efi:ime»

GENET.
%.

NOUS fouffignds paffagcrs h bord de la goclettc Ic Rlgtilatettr, capitaine White*
faifant voile de Jdrdinie a Baltimore, <!tat de Maryland, ddclarans

:

Que partis leai Maia'ifoir, ir93, noUs avons rencontrl, le 33 fur los trois heures du
jKatin, quaere fregates Franfaifes, qu'une d'elle nous ayaut tir^ un coup de canon et

•rdonnd dc mettre le canot ii la mcr; un de fes officiers vint a bord, viHi-:: I-< papiers

•III capitaine de la goeletre, examina un de nos palfe-ports ct fe retira ?r noas t^inoi'*

|;narit le regret de nous avoir retardcs.

Que le 35, fur les fix heures du matin, nous trouvant fous la grandc Inap;ue, et tres-

fr^s de tcrre, uoiis vimcs apparcillor, d'un uiouiJIage au vent a nous, un (loop qui
{lorta fur nous, nous tira un coup de, canon en niettant pavilion Anglais, et envoya

«i«q hommes armcs a notre bord, qui rendircnt comptc, par un porte-voix, que fe bi-

Itoitut ^uit char^^ (k« ^*li «t cot;<?U; ct ^u'il y avait ^ue^c^ues ocgces efcilflves* Mai9
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•nn« le tdoment il parut denx antrcs batimens, fur Icfqucls le corfairo courflf, to nM«
crdonnant d'aller au mouillagc. Ces deux bdtiinens le trouvirent aiilll Aincricainj, at
furcnt ^galemcnt obliges de jcter rancre; un troiliemo parut quclque terns p.rtrii et r»»

fut aufli I'ordre dc mouillcr. Le corfaire tat octUpc de la vititc do ces trois bit mcnt
jnfqa'a quatrc heures de I'apris-inidi. Pendant tout cc terns nous etions a la garde d*
cinq hcimmes qui s'dtaient priSientis h nous plutot en pirates qui vicnnent faifir leuv
proie, que comnic des corfaires qui ont I'intention de rofpccter uu pavilion ncutre. Ce«
liommes, que Icuis iigures nous taifaient croire capables de r^alifcr les chotbs laa
plus finiftrcs, nous prdparaient ii uu dvdnement qui nous aurart tout-h-la-f'ois con*
trari^, en nous faifatit manqucr le but dc nocrc voyage; ils nous aunoncaicntqucnoiuf
allions <trc conduits k la Jamaique.

Sur les quatre heures apr6s-niidi le capitaine du corfaire vint k notre bord avec dia
hommcs arm^s ; ils chafs^rent tous les paflagers de la cbambre le fabre nud k la maiai
«tlepi(lo!et d'line atitre, paraiflant dilpofiis a fe porter k la violence, fa.i« que leut
capitaine <it aucun efV'ort pour les contenir, Dans un inilant tous les cft'ets des ptfla*
gers font boirleverfiis, en vain le capitaine White leur pr^fcnte fes papiers et etfaye d*
les arrfiter, ils n'eu font aucun cas et a peine y jetent-ils les yeux 5 Icsreprefcntacion*
fur les aAes holliles les rendent encore plus violens, ils menaccnt ceux qui veulent
faire entendre la voix de la raifon, ils hrifent les ferrures des mallcs, fans attendr*
qn'on ait trouv6 les clef'), ils Uvent une partie du plancher dc la chanibrc, ih fouU*
lent la malle du capitaine, il s'y troitre de I'argent, ils s'en faifill'cnt et Ic di>nnent ik

garder si un des Icurs. Dans le mdtne terns Us vifitent la partie de Pavant, ils bri*

lent tout ce qui ferme h clef, ils enfonccnt 1m cloifontt qui fcparcot les foutcs^ ila

coupent une grande quantity de facs de cafi^.

N'nyant cepcndant ricn trouv6 dans cette recherchcj exercie avec la plus gnnda
brutality, que docruidt I'aircrtion du Capitaine White fur lit propcietd de la cargai-

ion ; iU parurcht fort embarafTds fur Ic parti qu'ils prendraiont h notie ^>^.trd. Ut
prcnncnt en particulier quelques hommcs de I'^qnipage k qui ils font des ottres pout
les angager h, depofor contre les declarations de notre capitaine, ils en envoyenc troia

A bord du corfaire oi^ Ton cherche dgalcment, mais aufli inutilcm'Mit, a les fcduire.

Cette vexation fut interrompue par I'arrivdc de la nuit; on peut juger comcie nous
la pafllnies. II ne nous fcmblait pas probable que des gens qui ne paraiffaiont reC»

pirer que le pillage ct le, brigandage laiilafrcnt t^chapper cette occalion de I'exercer.

Le a6, dis qu'il fit jour, le capitaine White fut appeM h. bord du corfiiirc oii il s'd-

leva beaucoup dc dcbats dans Icfquels les uns vnulaient que le bdtinicnt fut m.-n6 k la

Jamnique, d'autres, qu'on mit h bord les paflagers conimc priCinniers, avccleurs effct$»

d'autres, qu'on fefaifit dclamnlledu capitaine, oil il y avait del'argont, d'autrcs, e'.tin»

qu'on s'eniparilt des ii6gres efclav'^s. On rer.voya Ic capitaine White avec une nouvetl*

<ilcouade qui continua dc faire la vilite des eiFets ct du b:\timent. Nous rcmarquflmcsparmi

cette horde grofliircet avide, un honimc qui, non-fculcmcnt n'appvouvait pas la conduit*

des autres, mais parailfait tres-oppof^ a I'attentat qu'il les voyait determines a commcttre
d'une nianiire ou de I'autre fur uue propri^td neutre; -c'etait Ic chiruirgion du corfaire;

peut-fitre eilt il alFcz d'alcendant pour cnip6cher qu'on ne s'cmpara du bfttiment, mais il

He put pas fans doute tout gagner. Sur leshuit heures le corfaire donna ordre audc:ncb»>

mcnt qui nous gardait d'enlever les nigres et dc rcvcnir J bord. II permit en mlmc-
tems au capitaine White d'apparciller, il mit lui-mcnie a la voile pour alicrreconnaitre

deux bitimens qui faifaieiit route pour les ddbonquemc is. Dans cette circonftancc ]•

capitaine White, ainfi que les paflagers, n'ayant aucun nioycn dc reclamation, lepreniicr

contre les proc<idcs holliles du corfaire, les autres contre I'enlevemcnt des iiegres, n'eu-

rent d'autie parti Ji prendre, pour le moment, que de fuivrc Icur dcftination, fc roie^

Vant de faire valoir Icurs droits reljieftifs contre cette pirateriq. Phificnrs hommes d^
•orfaire nous ont donnS des renfcignemcns fur ce bfttimcnt et fur le capitaine. Par le

tapport, particuliirement du chiruigien, le batimcnt fe nomme le S^ofepb et la Marie,

de Kingfton, ile de la Jamaique, command^ par David Harris, armatcur- iW. M. jflUm

et IVhite. Ce capitaine Harris nous a paru un honimc foible, inddCis, fans caraclcrej

n'ayant aucune autoritfJ fur Ion equipage et nous ne pouvons nous empScIuT de croire

due dans cette rencontre, livr^ a un equipage de 50 a ffo hommes, la plupart violens,

avide de pillage, fans fubordination, le batimcnt, nosperlbnnes ctnos propriiStds n'ayent

••urn les plus grands dangers.

Fait k bord de la goelette le Regulateur^ capitaine Whito, le f Juin 179;^.

Simon Whitcj capitaine,

Lewis, Jewell, Waller,

Signd de

Pierre Nouvel,
Chouquct de Savareau, J pagao-er^,
Caiton de Nog^rv, p * '

C Baittier. ^
Cejtifie con&rme I rwiglnal.
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»7 Julu 1703,

AUJOUllD'IIUI vinut-fept Juin mil fi?pt cent quatrc-viiifet-trdizc, Pan dcuxiima
dc la R^publiquo ! rani;:iirc iipios inidi,

I'ai" dcv^int nous Jean-liaptillo Lcni:iii'(.>, ChancelHcr dii Confiilat dc la dito lldpnbli-

•|ue, dtabll h Philadelphic, Jitat de Pcnnfylvanie, I'liu des Ltats-Unis dc rAmcriiiuc,
luuili^n^ ct cii pretence des ttinioiiis ci-aprcs noninic<i,

ILli comparu Ic Citoyeii Silvat Diicanip dc la Ballilc, Clairance, depattcinent de
k I'cftet dc dire et declarer: quVtaiit parti de i'ille Ste. i.ucio Ic y iVIai 1793, en qualitd
de pa(l';iucr a bord dii brii^aiitin Aiiicricaiii Columbia, Capitaiiie John Gi'ccn, de cotte
Ville dc i'hiladt-lpliic, p(>iir vciiir cii ce port.

Un corlairc Anglais, le brigantiii Funny, Capitainc Bloomsberry, de St. Vincent, ie

ferait enipar^ du iulUit brigancin Columbia, I'an.s aiicun ^gavd puur Ion pavilion, Ic i;i

du dit mois dc Mai dernier, ct I'aiirait conduit dans le port dc la ISallccerre, St. Chril-

tophe, oil il ferait arrive le mumc jour, ct oii il anrait trouv(i ilx a i'upt autrcs b.lciraeiis

Am^ricains qui y aurnient ct<^ aniencs par Ics forces.

Que les niarchandiies qu'il auvait chargd a bord du dit brigantin Ctlumbia, auraicnt

cotiOltdcn troisbaviqucs lucre brut, fept balles coton, hiiit boucaiids et huit facsdc cafi4 ;

tlouze pieces niouciioirs du Berrn, nz environ miitre mills cinq cent livres en arg'ent

£• Isles, crpcces dc France ct d'Elp.i^ic, le t^c montant ;i vingt-un mille livres, ct

Reuf cent ncuf livres dix I'ols lix de.iicrs argent des liles, ainli qu'il appcit par une
fa^ture en date dc du du compaiant, et en un
eonnaitVtmcnt du y du mcmc mois dc iNIai, figne John Green junior, a nous exhibes par

le comparant, et qui, k i'a rcquiHtion, reilcroiit a'i:icxcs nun prerciitcs aprcs avoir ^t^
eertilii de lui vtSiitablts ct dc nous paraplics iie znri';ti;r.

l^uc les iiifdits lucre, coton et cale auraicnt oLc t^xpcdics partie pour conipte ct rif-

^uo du Citoyeti Jean Mcrcid, de Bordeaux, proprictaire du naviru le Titus, de Bor-
deaux, et parti pour compte et rlfquc dc divbrs autrcs intereU'^s

Que I'intention de lui comparant, anrait dte dc difpolcr a Ibn arrivce & Philadclphie

9es Iiifdits lucre, colon, cafe, pour coniptc du fufdii: Jean Mercii, et pour celui de

tous ceux y concenids.

Qb'A ion arrivie Ji St-Chriftophe, tont-:s les marchandifes ci-devant detailltJesj

fnrent debarqu6es et laifios par l'.aniiraut6 du lieu comnic il confte au certilicat de E,

Moor*, GrefKer de la dite aniiraute, mis au bas de ta dopofition, que le dit comparant

iiurait faitc devant le jugc Anglais Arcbd. Efdale a la liil'dite Isle de Nt-Chriiiophe,

qu'il nous aurait reprcfentiSc, et qui .'i fa domaude demeurcra ci-jointe pour recouis

duement certifi^e et paraphee felon I'ordonnancc.

De tout ce que delfus, le dit comparant ayant rcquis afte, nous Clianctlier fufdit*

le lui ayons accord^ par ces pr^fentes, pour lui fcrvir et valoir ce que de railbn.

Diclarant cxprelTdment le dit comparant proteller dc toutes pertes et de tous dcpens,

doramages ct interfits centre le dit corfaire Anglais Ic brigantin Famiy, Capitaine

Bloomsberuy, centre la dite amiraute de St-Cbriftoplie, et coutre les autrcs qu'il pent

ippartenir, pour caufe de I'enlevemcnt et faitie faitc p"r pux de toutes les fufdites

marchandifes, ii bord da dit brigantin Columbia, Capitaine Green^ au nitipris de la di-

gnitd de la nation Amdricainc.

Fait a rhiladelphie en la Chanccllerie du confiilat de la Rcpubliquo Fvan^aife les ditf

3«ur, mois et an que dcftus, en prefencc des Citoyens Martin, Oiler ct Pierre Barrierc,

'demcurans en cette ville, qui ont lignes avec nous et le dit comparant dpres lecture

faite.

La minute des prcfentes reftce en la Chancelleiie.

Vu par nous Conful de la Republique Franfaifc,

Tan se. de la Republique.
Slgul,

Certifid contornie

J. B. LEMATRE.
ft Philadclphie ce 8 Juillet i;9|

Fcois. DUPONT.
a I'origiual. GENET.

Philadei.phie, le aj Juillet ifp,*;.

Pan s de la R. F.

It deepen Genet, Blitiiftrt de ta licpubliijm Fra.ifaife, it M, Jefferson, Stcretaitc

fCEtat des Ktats-Uuis.

Monsieur, . . ,

TTE rc^ois tous les jours de nouvcllas plnintes fur les infultes que les Anglais fe pisi*

I lent il faire eifuyer au pavilion des Etats-Unis; les pieces ci-j«intcs vous proiivo-

Jy rent que la fouverainete de votre pays ell impuncmcnt vipjce, iion pas parl'excrcice

legitime que nous avons voulu faire de quelques droits que les traites nous accordcnt,

mais par la fpoliation, le pillage, le iiiauvais traitenient exerces par nos enncmis aunic-

pris de vos loix et Ji I'ombte raeme des ligues de votre fouverainetd. Sur toutes ics

mcrs une piraterie audacicu'e pourluit jufquc dans vos vailleaux les proprictes Fisn-

^aifcs ct niome celles des Amoricains, quand elles font deftinees pour nos ports; vai

iroirs politiqucs ne font comptds pour rien. En vain les priucipcs de ncucvaliic cta»

kiiiltt;c-ils ^uo ks vaifler.u:i amis rendsnt Ics ^v^o^Miifccs aji^^ en vain le .t-'c> <Idciit Ai%
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zc, Tan ilcuxlims

c la dito lldimbli-

is de rAmfiiqiic,

lep:ittcment de -—
ai 1793. en qualiti

a Gi'u<-'n, de cctcc

, de St. Vincent, l'«

ion pavilion, Ic i.i

lalleten-e, St. Chrit-

I'pt autrcs bAtiraeiis

Columbia, auraicnt

et huit facs dc caf»S %

Mit livres en aigent

t-un mille livres, cC

I'il ai>pevt par une

^ompaiant, et en un

, ii nou'i exUibes par

ates apvcs avoir dw

pour conipte ct rif-

:e le Titiis^ dc Bor-

vivce Ji Philadclphie

\, et pour cchii de

ei-devant detai!ldes«

5 au certilicat de V..

que le dit compaiant

le de St-ChriitopUe,

-jointe r°u»-- re'--«""

us Cliancclier fufditi

e que de raitbn.

:s et dc to»s dcpens,

in FamiSt Capitaine

us autrcs qu'il pent

routes les lurdices

au iniSpris de ia di-

ue Fvan9aife les diti

2r ct I'ierie Barrierc,

iparaut apres lecture

Rtatd-Unis eTierche t-ll, par fa proclamation, a rcclamev rcbf.'rvation dacrttcniaximt;

En vain le dctir do coiu'crvcr la jiai.s, I'ait-il lUci'ilior lc» iiuJiJt* de la l'ranee ii t^t

iiUL'iJt du nioniciit; en vain la luil" dus riclicllcs I'cinpotce-t-ellc fur I'hunncur dans \%

balance politique de rAniciique. Tons ces menagcmens, toi;tc cetce cnndvlccndance,

route coi:e luiiiiiiite n'aboutili'cnt ii ricn; nos eiuieuiis un rieut, et les l'rani,-iiis x.\n>\^

coiitians, ib:;t piuiis pour avoir cru que la nation Anicvii-aine avaitun pavilion, qu'clJe

avait qnciqu'cgard pour les loix, quolqne conviction de les lorcL'ti ct qu'clle tcnait aa
lcnciini.MC de la dijj;nice. 11 no m'clt pas por,ibie, Moiilicur, dc vous p.-indrc touto iii»

re.ilil)iJi:d lur celcaudale qui tend a la diniinncioi'i de votic commerce, ii I'oi'pvcilion ilu uutie

ec h rnuaiiromcnt, i I'aviliii'ouicnc dcs Kcpublique:i. t-'elt aux Aujciicaiiiii ii laiix- cii

tcndi'e fur ces outrages, Icur goniircufc indiijiiation ct jcdois mc burner a vous dcmandor
line I'ccoiid.- l'o:s de me lairc coiiiKiiti'c les nicl'uiosqiie vous avc/, iKiies pour obu'iiir la

rc.li^LUion 4-'s propriiiccs qui out etc enlcvccs ames toncitoycus I'ous ia pio.cciioH dc

vuti'c pavilion, Celt dc iiocrc g'luvcriicnientqu'ils out appris que les Aiucucaius wtaic.;l

nos ailiOs, que la nation Amciicaii;c etait louveraine, et qu'clle lavait I'c I'uiri; relpccici.

Cell doiic Ibas la faaclion nicme de la nation lrani;ait'e qu'ils out toiilic Icur.s bicnt

et Icurs perlbnncs a la lauve-jjaide dupavillon Amdricain, ct c'ell: fiir cllc qu'ils I'cicpo-

I'ent dulbin dc tiiirc valoir leLirs droits. IMaii ii nos concitoycns ont etc croiiipca, Ii voii»

n'ctos point en dta: tie Ibutenir la Ibuveraiiietj de votre people, piiiki, nous TavoUi
garaiuicquand non.i Otioiiselclaves, noiislaarons la randic rcUoutabic ctaut dcveuiis Ubrei»

A;j;rees, IMouiieur, luon eitiiue cc moii rcfpccl;.

G£NET«

bri-

ap-

toye.i Ja Koullie, iicj;oci_ ~ , ..^^„>.,. ...... >.. ^^v^w ,.„.. .... .......,„. .f
Icquel nous aurait ddclard qn'ccanc iiarti dc .Saint-AIaru le is Juin dernier, lur le

gantin Anidricain le Oouvenieur I'tiikitey, dc Chailedoii, capitaine D. <,»ui;:;;ins, ..j<-

.partci:ant a IVloiideur Thcrik, du dit lieu; le dit bAtiment a etc arrOte dovant le iVlolv,

le 14 du die, par un coriaire de la colonic de St. Vincent, Icquel apres les avii.' vi-

fitii et ii'avoir ueu tronve qui put rcvoqucr en doute que Ic b.idnicnt i'ui. rccllciiiCiit

Amdricaiu, les a amarinc Ibus te leul prccc;ite qu'il y avait a bord du dit b;Uinicnt dcs
piida^eis r.anvais, le declarant le pl-iiy;:iant qu'il Ini avait iti pillcdaiis fa nmlle, doa.t

itioncres, unc tiiaine, et un incdailloii, une clot' d'or, ct triMitc deux ponugailc':, ct

d'autres cflets en liiiije, ce qui Ic met dans une cruclle polition; qu'ils ont etc iiicnc-s il

Ia Providence oii ils out rciire oiize jours, a un irouvdiu par jour, au bout duquci tcais

on les a rclA.hJ ii caufe que I'lle comiaeni,'ait a maiiqucr dc vivrcs, ct qu'ils y ctaiciit

•a trop grand^; quaiititc. Le declarant avait cliarj;c pour le conipte de divei's cc ait

portenr du tonnai'iement, fept boucaiid.;, douzi- ticrvrons, cinqnante trois lacs de cai'c,

hiiit balles quatre ballots dccoton, ct douze quarts de lucre, que le capitaine Amcrkain.
qu'iHi'.ppofe avoir etc ^ajjnc, coinme partie de ceux qui ont etcainencr, dans le ditpoiti
« dec.-.i-e proprietes I'ran^-ailcs. En I'ui doquoi le dit conipaianc a ii^ni avec nou;, en
ptelence des deux tcmoins Iwuilitnaes. Signe.s, la Roiillie, Bir.et Oiler Mt 1-eois. IJupont«

1

1)1

Certitie coiitonue ;i i'ori^^iual.

GENET.

B. LEMATRE.
ic cc 8 Juillet irPi

DUPONT.
GENET.

le as Juillet ir9.'»

dc la R. 1".

iFFEi».soN, Stcretnirc

e lc» Anglais fc phi-

-jointes vous pvouvc-

lion pas par I'cxcrcice

aittis nous accordcnt,

nos cnneniis autre-

et6. Sur toutes !cs

les proprietcs Fian-

pour nos ports; yal

pes dc ncutvalitc cti-

I vaiwle Vr. <ideiit ca

IE S tbulTign^s citoyens Francais declarent q-.i'ctant partis de la Caycmite^-di^par-
_^:enieiit dcl,i Graude-Auce, le a Juin dcniicr, dnns le bricq Auidricaia le liair^ir,

capitaine Perkins, faifant route pour i\ew-YorJ<, ont cid vifiecs, tbrtant du ddbouqiitmcut
d'lj;na^ue, par un coriaire Anglais, armc parMoaficur IVloz, ncgociant dc iNaii'au-l'rovi-

dcic, qui los a laits prifonnicrs et lueiics an dit lieu; les fouHigncs fe feraicnt bieit

r^iirdcs d'expoler Icur fortune en terns de ijucrre, s'ils u'avaiciit coinpte lur l'i:i\inii.

bi'.itc des traites de neutralitd, qui doivciit naturcllenieiit garantir ti.utc propricce '%

bordd'uii biitimentneutre; non-obllant cctro conlideration mii'e tuiivent Ibasloi y.nixna
rarr..atcur, ilnous alpolieajoniilliersdc cafe appartenaiit, tant a nous, qii'a quatre autre*

pn.i'ai^ers du dit bricq, difant que nous etions b.jniie prife, d'aprcs une loi-dil'anfc pro-

tliima;Ion dn general VValhintjtonjportant en Ilibllance que les pioprictis des lujets ds«

yuiVunces belligerantes poun-aient etre pvifes a bord des b.ttimens Ai::Jritiins. En lot

lie quui nous avons dcpofii la prelciite ,c!tclaration a la Ciianccllerie du Cutiiiiiat cie it,

Republique Fran^aife, pour nousler\ir en terns ct lieu, ce que de droit.

i\ew-York, le io Juillet 1793, I'an 3 de la lldpubiiqac Iranvaife.

Signes :i I'ori;jina!, Morlot et Air Sarra/,ii), Guel, Ve. Le Sieur, Bonitho0,

et Lamarqiic, par main d'emprunt.

•vrtifia contbrmc % i'origiual dcpc'li a Iz i,laacellji;ie du Cuul'v-at de New-York,
Gi..iViiT.

ill

if.
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New-York, ce 6 -br#. i^pji,

I'an ae. ik- la Ui^pubUquc I'ran^aife.

Bf Citoytn Genet, Mlulftri PUtiipottniinirt rie lit tUpubliqiii J-iaiif,tlje, Jiris Hf
Rtitt-Utiist k ni. ]v.irti,».}n,ti^Stcritairi tits Jltats-Unis.

l\foN!lKim,

JE
vit'iis lie ciecouvrir 1:» plus affreiire cimfpiration qui ait et^ foimee contre !•

i'liccis lies arnices dc la K-cpiibliqiie Fraiifaif*. Je viciis de diicouviiv tons les iilt

et totitcs Ics iiri-uves do la tvamc infcriialc qui,'depuis deux iiiois< tcnait dans voi
ports Telcadrc Trao^aiie dans uu itat de HuUite, de ccttc traiiie qui incnavait non

Ibulomeiit la fiirecu de uos vailfcauK, mais encore cclle dc nos poUbfUaiii Colonialcs.

Lcs ttaitresGalbaud et Taimiiy, et pliiHcuri autrcs f^-t'k'rats, now co'tcnts d'avrir fait

vei-ll-r h St-IJoniin^ue le (anj;; d'un peuple immeurc: non coiiteit^ d*y avoir cauff h

la Kcpublique la perte d'uii miliarJ, concert aieiit ici, it Baltimore et h I'hiladelphic,

le projet de fairo concourrir nos lorces h Taffreux plan que mcditaicnt des honimes
que leiirs crimes oiit,lait chaffer de leur I'atric, de retourner h St-Domingiie pour j
rtiiiouvelliic lev lioi-reurs ct les mnlhcurs quMls y oat dcjii fait commettrc, J'a< ^t^ in>

formtS que Ic fuccts qui' fe proiuettaient les colons de ce pays n'ctait rien moins que
iintdi aiuli que I'avait 6t6- celui dont on vient de tenter I'ex^cution aux Ides du vent,

fur i'ailiance qu'on ic propofait de faire avec les ennemis, adtucUemeut en guerre aye«

U Ucpublique, les Ant;li»i» et les Elpagnols.

La i'tance, Moniieur, dans des circonftanees pr.reillcs, a cxtgi, en Europe, des puif^

fances qui I'avoilinent, qu'elles s'opofnllcnt k tout prcparatif qui pourrait fe faire chaK
•lie, par les emigriJs, coufc la furete ; elle elp6re d'un gouvernemeiit ami et allid,

^u'ii lUlHfa do lui dO.ioncor lcs coniplots qui fe forraent conti'clle Cur fon propre tcrri-

toirc, pour obteiiir du lui tous les moyens propres k les d<5jouer. J'ai ciFciStad lo d(5far-

menicnt du vaiiFcau qui ^tait datis Tctat dc rebellion la plus alarmante; mais lcs

•scitateurs fe font enfuis, et j'apprends qu'ils fe rdpandent fur le Continent, oil ils na
peuvont dtie que ties nuiliblt;s, taut a la tranquillitc du pays, :]u*aux int^rfits da
!cur Patiic. Je demande en coufiSquencc au gouvernenient Fddiiral de prendre les mc-
l\ires les plus aAivcs ct les plus etlicaces, pour les faire arrfiter ct prdvin.i ainfi les

actw-ncats auxqucls ils pourraiciit fe porter. Le gouvenieur et lcs magiftrars de Nevr-

York out d' ivies des Warants contrt Galbaud, Tanguy, Confciciice ct lionae, mais

I'u-i ct I'autre ont ^chappis a PaAivitd des perfonnes envoydes pout les arrfiter : lcs

tr«ii.'i'cs fuyent le fuplice qui litait rdferve k leurs foifaits, ct fans doute ils vont s'oc-

upper de nouveaux moyens d'cxecuter les coinplots qu'ils out fonn6 contre la France.

J[*ai
des renfcignenicns pofitifs qu'ils lont encore fur les terrcs desEtat.'-Unis,et comme

•etFct des Warants de New-Vork fit borne aux limites de cet Etat, je demande fpd-

eiaK-mont au gotivernwnent Federal, contre les nomm^s Galbaud, Tanguy, Conlciencs

•t Bomc, doDi je joins ici le flgnaiement, des ordres d'arreflation, dont I'efFet puilTe

sVteadrc a tmite la partie du Continent, dependante des litats-Unis; je lui demande
•uc re d'exercev la furveillance la plus aftive fur Igs complots que je |ut 4^n6nce,

Puifle cet aftc dclat^int, ne lailfant pas da doute fur la '•.:''(iritc des vcoux que fait

le g<>UN'crneineat des Etats-Unis, pour les fuccis de la '.cpubHque Fran^-aiCf, faira

trembler tous les traitres, que mon eftime pour votre pays m'a fait pcut-fitre tri>p mi-
yrifcr, et qui fe fervent dc I'acci^ que leur offrcnt la bont6 «t I'hofpitalit^ dc votre na.

tioi, pour confpiver dans fon fcin mfinie, et dais L« cercle de fos perfonnages les plui

iUves Cttutrs la Fiaucs ct coutre la liberty gcn^rale des peuples.
IT GENET.

New-York, le 14 ?bre. ifps,
'

I'an a dela Republiqiic.

fli Cit«y«n Genet, Mhii/fre Pllnipottmiaire de la Rfpubli/jiie Fraitfaife pret Ut EtaiS'

Vnis, a R'lou/Itur Jefi-erson, Secretaire (PEtat des Etats-Unis.

MONS'IKUK,

I ES alTairej multiplides dont j'al iti accablddepuis quo jc fuis ici, ne m'ont point

1 ^encore pcrmi3 de vous accufer la reception de la lettre que vous ni'avez icrite

fejAoust : elle ni'dl parvemie dans fon terns, et comme les decilions qu'ellc renicrmene

Ibnt qu'une confcqucncc de cclles contre lelquelles je vous avals ddja fait les rcprifcn-

Mtions les plus fortes et les plus fondles; j'ai penfe qne je devais laifler an gouvcrno-

menr Federal le foin de les e\-dcnter parcequ'il nc ni'appaiteiiait en aucune maniire,

ie donner aux Confuls de la Rdpublique, des- ordres -contra! res au fens de nos trait^s,

4e leur prefcrire dc ne point fe conformer, relativenient aux armeraens et aux prifcs

faites par nos bfttimens, aux inftruftions qui leur ont 6xi donudes par des autorit^s fif

^rienres a la mieniic, et de leur cnjoindie de fufpendre I'cfFet des commiffioiis que nos

«nnateurs tiennent du confeil exdcutif et non de fon d<51dguc, a I'egard des indomnites

pTOinlCss par IVJ. lo Pr'dfident itcs Etats-Unis au Miniitre d'Angleterre, en vcrt.u des

yrincipes qu'il a ^tablis." II n'ert pas plus en mon pouvoir d'y confentir, que d'a-

pr6s ma mauiere de voir, il n'efl: au fien dc le promettre, puifque pour operer cetre

appropriation nouvelle des fojids de la ILdpublique, i'av^ des corj>s l^j;iflatif« des dei:,?

urttts cA indifycu&bls, i
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L.iiis,

L'tri»

All ftirplit% Monfleur, ^uoiqu* ja n'aye pas le droit de retirer J'uutoil;^ !«»

Ions doiit noK niniRCcurs font uaiitis; quuiquo jc ne piiillc point: luni phis lea :

lira a fc lounietcrc a des docilions que niis truicc!! d'ailiaiicc et de comiuttii « n
tionneut pa^, ut que dcs ju^emuns ri.Mdu< pai.- , luiiciirs cribiiiuux ii(.'.'< I'iiK

que des uci^oci.itioiis ciita.necs avcc vini.-niJ.nc fo. ir> o.it coiitrcUiic, vuiisUtv>..
allure cependaut qu'upres avoir derenUu auui ni.i^^iciiis que e I'ai pu, ics dioic c. ict

interdts du poupte i- ra.ii;:»is, je ne noglj.^e lu-ii puu- en^'a^jer jjar Ic Vdiei de la per-
fuaiiun nos arniateuvs a lulpe.ulic loui* eomli' e. ii tliUiij^er Ji-ur di-iliuaiio.i. L'»i'jec

pour lequul nous avons eucuui'at^e I'aiim.'iiient de ciui-. te.i petics b.lciiiu.is culll dc vie"

traire le commerce de no* eniicuiis oc de blDijuer l.'iirs uiiirins ila.i.s vns |ioits, ulm
d'acciltrer le retuur de la paix e:i dimiiuuiiu leurs lorccs, Ce pl<tu ccaic bun, et nal-
gre les obilaeles qu'il a leiicdiitre, il n r.niiii au pomt de faire toi.iber encre 'ms iiuiut

line cinquautaiiie >ic ieui.s bAciineiis et dVn ruiidiiniiici' a l'illal^til)ll uu miuire iuiim*

aie.lt plus ^rai.'lj aktuellciiieiic ceC u'.)iec eu iriiipli : uu- forces fupoiieu ...i acliev.iMue

le reUe, bl Ii j*<ii cu le tiiaincur, par niuii ubcid'aucc I'l uits iiuliucci >.>; p.u inoii 'yii.i«IV rune, ei. 11 j .ii cii le iiiaiiicur, par iiiuii uDciiiaucc a uits iiuciucci >.>, p.u iiioii "|J\i.i«

ttreti a m rcco maiciv que les loi.\ et le.s entices des i'!,tacs-L^H ., de de^/iaie a .jucU

qucs Aut;lopluibes ou An^lumuiics, j'ai au iiiuiii.s la ficisluvtioii d' ."ir re i.tn un ici'tfic*

important a uia i.'atr^e, .4^.11: la p<>Jicique aiijcnud'iiui ell eiitie.^.! leiit uiiij^-'e veia 1a

guerre.

Je I'uis ties I'enilble, Moiificur, au.t inefures que vous avc7. p.ii'es pour luire avortee
les pro,e.s u.iieux de .ju l.jici c iiijus i-.-rii^i.;s Je Saiiit-IJuuii.i^u'-, ec il leiait .1 I'ou*

kaitcr que Toii put .-X,iiiitei' LMriircnie.it cecce racj, al ili que ceile des liuii^.i-s et aea

sriltoL-iates d' 'l,ii.ijpe bie.i plus daii^^-^'reux pmi,- la uai.k, U iiberte et l'iiiai.pe..a.iuc«
J.. i.'..,.^» ! T. 1.. „ ;...— .1. _ I..

., ,j._ . ^— g,. ^

•et i:)>ti<t8>lJiiis i^uc tuuk lei cui'laises du niur.uc.

G £ N Ii T.

New-York, le i'8 Ssptembre 1^93,
I'rtii 2e. de la Kviipubliquc Fran^aill-,

une et iiidiviiible.

£i Cit*y*m Gbnct, Miuiliri Plhiipottntiaire d* la Ripnhllijue Fraiifaifi prtt Its £tatt%
Uiiis, i Mr, Jii:FFi:^asoN, Uteretalrt d'£tat its Ltats-Uith,

MoNSiEOR,

iJ^JlSUAD/i que la (buverainetd des Etats-Unis redde enentielloment dans Ic peu-
r^plc, et fa repi-ifencation daus le Coagris) perfuadc que le pouvuir executil elb

le teui qui ait et^ contiti an Priilident des Etats-Unis; perfuade que ce magittrat n'x
point le d.oic de decider des qucftions dont la coniUcution r^ferve particuliiiremcnt \x

difuulHun au Coiigr^s ; perfuadd qu'il n'elt point le maitre de fairc plier des traitet

cxiilans aux circonllauces, et d'eu ckanger le fens; perfuadii que la ligue tbrmde pac
tons les tyrant pour an^aiitir les prlncipes rdpubticaius, fondcs fur les droics des hom-
ilies, fera I'objet des plus ferieufcs deliberations du Cong'es, j'avais differed, dans U
iteule vile de maintenir la bonne harmonie entre les peuples libres d'Aiuerique ct d«
France, de conimuuiquer k raon gouvcracmeut, avant I'^poque ii laquelle devnient i^»

raifembler les repri5fentans du peuple, les pieces originales de la correlpondance qui
s'eil Stabile par dcrit eutre vous et moi fur les droits politiques de la France en par-

ticulier, fur les int^r^ts de la liberty gtin^rale, et fur les aftcs, proclamations et d^ci-

fions de IVI. le Pr^fideut dcs Etats-Unis* relativcment ik des objcts qui neceliitent p«r
Icur nature la fanclion du corps legislatif.

Cependant, inllruit que les MessiEuas qui m'ont itt peints il fouvent comme det
criilocrates, partifans de la monarchie, partifnos^de I'Angtcterru, de i°a confliturion,

et par confequent ennerais des priucipes que tous les boiis Franfais ont embrafTd ave«
tin eiithoudaftnc religieux, allarmes de la popularity que taifait rcjaillir fur le rainillre

de France I'atFeftion du peuple Amiricain pour la R^publique Fraiifaife, et pour la

taufe glorieufe qu'elle defend ; allarmds ^galemcnt de mon ir^ibranlable et incorruptibla

attachemeut aux uaxitnes fevires dc la democratie, travaillulent ii me pcrdre dans uui

Patrie, apr^s avoir r^uni tous leurs efforts pour me calomniet dans I'efprit de leurs

toncitoyeus; j'allois commencer jt raffembler ces triftes materiaux et je prenois dcs me«
fares pour les faire palFer eu France avec mes rapports* lorfque la d^uoriciation qua
•es mdmes hommes ont excit6 M. le Prdfldent it faire porter contre moi par M. iXforrij

m'eft parvenue. Fort des principes qui out dirigc ma conduitc, k I'abri de tout re-«re-

•he fondd, je croyais ntfanmoins y trouver des allegations graves; mais quel a et6 mou
Atoanemcnt lorfque j'ai vu que le peuple Am^ricain y ^tait plus outrage que moi;
que I'on fuppofait que j'ezerfais fur lui une influence fouveraine ; que I'on pr^tcndait

que je lui fiaifais prendre part it la guerre de la libezte pour la deienfe de fes freret,

de fes allies, contre les intentions de fon gouvernement ; que dcs iugemons favorables

& nos int^rfits rendus au milieu des acclamations des citoyeiis de Philadelphic par dea

JHrds ct par des tribunaux independans, n'oat pas 6t& I'expreflion d'une jiiilice fevcru;

•nftn quej'^tals une puilfance dans une autre puiifa^ice : d'auill ctrangcs accufaaons prouvant

feulement que le peuple Americain aimcct foutienc nos principes ctnotrecaufe, endi.'picda

fesnombreuxennemis, etquelapuiifauce quel'onme fait I'honneiirde m'attribuern'cil que
cells de la reconnaiifance qui lutte contre I'ingratitude, de la verit^ qui combat l*er.

ICik; je a'cnvercai f«int d'uHtce juilification dc a» csaduicc. Jc joioflrai feulemei^
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k ^uppBt cl«i Cftni'^'i* <5»* .!• ^«v«1* Vrofellcr quclqiiei icth% qui out <eJ fv.Wi^» id
ttli ijiic ceux liL- ytrltat «i iX'Hrlvi.Uui^ &c.

<^U4;it uiix ouci i^;C» iioi'lijiiiii'li, ij iiK mix itoutci que voui inliniie/. I'ur nioii di.'voue«

IDL'iit ii runioii lies pou^iloi, j'ai liuii Uc d'oiri; iju'ili nu lei-oiit )inj unc I'.ruiulv iinptcf'

lion l(iri'qii\iii rciira iii.'< vqnian.-:) 411.^ .onihcouii,"! iiurcllcs ijiio vm cuncitoyttis onC
daijfiK' iiic inoljiitcr; imiiiie I'mi lo .ap|n:llci.i ijii.', i>lni\; ii l'i\gii do la huh d,-i;:» le
bureau »li.v< jillaifc* ctva:'{;ci'cs, c'od nioi q,.i at cu I'avjiitujo dc coiuriOucr ii pcuCtrcf
Its I'l-uiiV'"'' ''* I'olpvit lie 1776_ ct d • i";/, on ciadailaiit dant iiotio l.itii^uc, loan J.i

(lirec'liou tlo iiiu,i pure .liur^ cliL't' de bureau, l.i pliipuit dc vos loix cc dus icrit-i dc voa
|)oUtiqi;'s; qac d^iiui'. i JC .io-juc, toujuuis tidcilo ii la caulc do J a libcrt\ j'ai rendu
uuK Ai.KTieai.ii, da. is les d.iKTc.s eiin>l.'i. que j'ai opciijits, ton* Ics I'ccvitcs qui out
dtp'.'ndii do null, et i)ii'tfi'.UM» iliaijjc do iei>rcieiiter le iicuplc I'raii^ai.t aiipr^s dii

pieuuei' iie.iplc qui air piociaiie les lUous de I'lvmitiie, lUciiant i> quel ptiiiit iiotro a«-
«;ie;i ijoa. euwuu.it avait luiii dVimaves iibertitidei au contiucree et a i':iuiaiicv de in'i

dtuji. ua ii»i., _|e ii'ai lieii lujjiijie j)OUi obteiiir d'uiie j art lei bales lihciales lur k'f-

4}uellcs d liveiiC le uc^Mctei' ies ni.iii lSuk IUm« <|ue la ICo^ubliquc 1 lanyaile d(^'ljrc con*
tr.i lei- a.-.e les l-.cats Uiii-, (

our laire ieiitir de i'autre uu g-'uveiiieniei.t federal com-'
bieii it cc;ir. 1 :taiu iie .I'nc.t.p'r )>.-r),.4i.ome ;t .le la eoucl iiiou de"cc vi.fitaule pae*' ds
taiiiille, qui aoic ui;iT it i.iniuis tes ii!Cc'i'(ft> (luiiciques cl Ci^roiiiei'ciaux ae deux iicuplut
t^M :ieiu eii ouc a la ii.iiiie dc tuai les cyia>is, .m I'lirpius, Aiunlieiir, quel quo I'uic la

Xeliilca: Cin I'e.ijikiit dout v-otis venc-c do vo is r.-ud-e l- {jeiiOrcux iiiUiumcn', a(u-e^

Su'avuii' i'aic eruu-e que voiis otiez mou ajiii, aprts lu'avoiriiiitie dairf. desniyllcrcs qui oiif

•iitlanime ml lun -e ca itre U'it» ccux. qui aipirent au imuvoir ablolii, u cit uii acte d»
jutUec qiu- ;-• jiuui'l.- Aiu'iica: ', que le jieiijlc Franjais, que tou< ics peuples l:brca

liiiit i.iteieu''* a recaui-'V ; e'eit qii'il ;oi: t'aic u'le e;i jueie ppiticulicie da. is le rro-
chain Conijvcs des nuitiis d'.ii'ves lelqucls le ciiet du jmuvniv txiturii dcs iLcacs-Lnia
s |>ris t'iu° lui I'eiii lie d.ni i.idei' la d.'lHciuioii d'liu iiiir, iica pimlic, que Ic |>eui>lc lbu<

ver.iiii des l.tats-L iiis avuc i-e^u l.aceriK'lleiucnt et vcci.iinu avant que les iormes dij^'io-

ma'.iqaes eiiil'.ut etc reinplics a I'uii ixa^'l ' i'liiladelpliie,

Celt uv, iioi[i da peu^'le 1 raii,a'.s que jc I'uis c.ivuye aupres de fe» frirci, anprct
fl'lioiiiMies libr.s cc ibuveraius : c'etl done aux rcprelcntaiif du pcuplc Ain^ricaiii, ec

0.1 k iiu leal hoiiime, a porter coiicre nioi un a;cu d'accutatioii, U je I'at iiieriti.'. Lit

deiiA'te p.ut leul le poniutci-e do demander ii uii autre de/pote la liclHtutiou de Ibti re-

fiu-l'e.itaiiC, ec oviloiuicr en cas de ictus Ibn expulliun, c'cll €e que i'lmperatrice d«
luliire :i fait a moii Cjjard vis d-vis dc Louis XVI ; mais dans un Ltac hbre, il ne

ycirt poir.t cu eti'cainli, .! iiioius que Tordre ne fuic entierementintcrveiti { it moinsquc le

pe«pl.'» dans un ni'iment d'aveujjlement, ne veuillc ilver les i'ers, en i'aitant a un leul

tndivuUi i'uba.KL<3 de les di'o. ts l':» plus piecicux. Je vous prie done, jNIonticur, d^
tncctie tl>us l.<s yiu\ du i'leiideuc de« Ktatk-Unis la deiiiaiide que je lui tais au nom
d* I'tjuicJ, de prelenter ii 1* iJiiVuiiion du Congres, k IV'poque oil il s'airemblcia par

l* loi, li les gr.iiids cvifneuiciis qui occupent I'uuivcrs nc paroiiFcnt pas encore I'uiH-

ians pour acceleier la convocation, 1". Toutes les quefiions relatives aux droits poli-

tique^ de la I'rauce dans les Etats-L'nis. a". Les ditVcrens cas r^lulcans de DOtre ctat

<lc guc'' c avec les puiifances uont j.; vous ai I'ait connaitre les actes d'agjrelBon. 3".

Les c'.iet's d'aeculatioii que le minil^re des EtatsL'nis aupres de la Republique Fran-

f ail'e cit c'large de povter con.r* mai et centre les Confuls dont le caractere le trouve
«.*oniprom:s e; oa:ra^'e do la nia.iiiire la plus Ccandalcuie, pour avoir obci a des o.'dret

laperieurs qu'ii I'etait ui en leur p^iuvoir ni au mien dc rcvoquer. Dans cet atcente,

IMoaiieur, jc ne cjniid^re pain: la digaite do la iiacion Fra;iyailc comme compromife
yar la pjii;ion cxtraordiaai.e da-u iaqueile jc ma trouve, ainli que les Conluis, et jo

n'ai il me pl:iindre que dos toTinei que vous ave<c e.'ployees. Le cmletl execiitit' de
la Rt'piibiiqjo Frany-aile avair au'.U des plaintes d'unc olpoce bien diflereiite que telles

que Ton allegue concrcmoi, si porter coutre M. .Morris, votre aoibad'a Jcur ii Paris ,• niais

F^nccri: d'un jutle le^iviinent de relpcct pour la rouveniincte du peuple Ameri^ain, il

m'a reeomaiandt^ de ne vous t'aire que des obforvations co.iddentielles I'ur la ncccfutd
de rapueler ce uiiniilre pleui^^otentiaire, acculii par la voix publique I'ur dcs f'aits con-

Itat^s, mais noa par les Repreleutans du petiple, apri's unc enquece regulicrc, d'avoir

livotii't autaiu qu'i! a pu les projeis ci>ntie-r.ivolut:o.u'.ires de Louis X\'I. L)e lui

•voir liiit parvenir des momJires uans Iclqupls il lui conlcLllait de ne point accepter
la contUtution ; de n'avoir eu de liaifoas qu'avec des hommes lufpects; d'avo'ir affect^

l< {>ius gva.'id m^pris pour tous ceux quilcrvaient loyalementla caule du peuple; d'avoir

^telecaualdescoiueils qui out conduit LaFayette dans Icscneliots de la IViiQ'e; d'avoir

•bulo du refpect que Is paui^le Fran^-ais portait ii I'envoye du peuple Americain, pour
faeilicer plas surement la correfpondance ct les conlpiriicions de tou> fes enr.cmis ; d>;

n*avoir montre que do Taigreiir dans les relations avec les miuiilies de la Republique;
d'avoir atlecti ea leur ecrivanc de n'eniployer eu patlant de i'cxecutii' I'.es ilt.its-L'nis

que dc COS mots : * au nom de la Cour " ii choquant pout des oreiUes repitblicaines ;

d'avoir demande im paile-port ic 10 Aoiit i^'pj poar paJcr en Angleterre avoc raaibaf-

ladeur de George 111, ct d'avoir die publiqucment, avec u le condance que reveneraent
tctiiel jultiSe, quj ti fAmbailade de la Republique ctu.it re>u ii rhiladelpliie, fou

Wiilance, et celle des Conliilsiepublicaius en Ameriquo u'y lerait pas de longue daree.

Jc votis ai dija fait part, IVIociieur, de quelques luies de ces imputations ; mais

i<i i* V4M l'$k dtj\ tii«, ^nf id^cjt £0^ U lii)uvimia:U iis £(tu-Vais, i'ti *"»
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*oiKilicr Itniv (li,,nito il\oc cc qiu- pcut oxi^er Icur luiidinic. Nc Jinit»rt point, AIom-
Ueur, qio la juit ;c que jt rccUii.o ne nie li>lt rciuinf, ninii qii';i mo* iiMptfiauuM, |»
d'.>l« voiM j.rcs'criir quo jo vaii liiiic iinprlmcr t.'uic nu coiicrpnulun.i- iivrc \.iii«,
toutes^ iiiL-1 iiiil.iiLtioii , et t.>uto» c*llcs dc« l'oiiliii>, aiiu quo lo pciipl.« Aiiu-iiuii.i,
doiit^l'elliino iii'i'il pim ch6re qiu" la vK;, jmje li jf mo liin icmlii iii,',iio nu mhi i<a
de Taoouoil i,,ife.in.'l qu'ii a dii^'no iii« Uiro; li J,mi torn met oihce.t jo n'ai pnii*
txpriiu- laon rol'poc* pour ctce nuti >n vortuouiV, ct m.i cn.ili.nno (l;in« li purou- .!•
fc« l'w'ntiuuvi»4 li j'ai uuillo I'ur uii .i^-ul priiuipe ijui u'aii cto (ImUi'.u kU'^m^i-, |..m ,li>t

d#cili').i« iltfH |urcH ot Ji-'s tribuiiiuM dii jiiys; li, cii .i^'ill'.mt ot cii lu'oxpriiiuini n\\\ It
»r«:.i;hife ct IVi.crgkj d'un;KoiMililii;iiii, j':ii ati;iqiio Ja lo.illitutiDii; li j'al iiiOi..iiinu
»iic r«ulo I'll ; oiiliii, li, ca ivwia.nunt iiv>;c tmuo la i'criiioto qui m'ci.iit picliufi-, \\\t'
«;utiii:i li>U-llo do no* tiuu's, jo n'ai point chonlio ii oucouiaj.iT lo j^nuvoniomoiit I t>-

dcial il cinplovei' los (Vult inuyoin qui co.ivic-iinout ii un (Cuiml p. upK- pi.ui roMlcrver
la paix ot jMiir dc lous Um avaiita^jts attatli** ii la iiouti.ilito, iih|ct iiiilo, ipii no .'ao-
qiiloi't piK par dot lie iiirclics timidci, iucoitaiiioH ; piir don piurluiiiuiiiiut pii'mjuiu'ot
qui ll-mb>o'it arracU* i par la pour; par urn? iiiip;>i tmlitc' parti.ilo nul ui^iii vo. ,iinia
lain I'.iCMt.iiro voH ^.-iiiicmis; lunis par uiic attitude loniio ot piOMimoc, qui iiiiikhio*

* '.'""-\'*-"' Pi'illii'ii;ci quo lo d.lir tics lo,;itii,io Uo v.uii- den iliiuooiii', ili- la p«i» ii'»
Boiiic fait oubiior co quo I'un doit ;'i la juilici', j la rccoinuiiiaiu o, ct qm-, r.nM relief
a'c':ro licucrei, o\i pout romplir du-s i;ni;ui<oniciis publics cuutiactCMvcc Ic* uiiiin dau» un
Siuiiiout oil I'on otuic toi-ii;Jiiio on daii^ci'.

Je rt'pondtai phu e.i dotijil lorilju'lloi loia torn-., M.>ii(iour, fi vdtro vl'iloiito iliutilbpf
(lai'i eJlo reviroiTic nn I'ait tlir li.\|uol jo d'>i>. ii pcil'iic vniis dicuKi- iloi osplit-.iti u»,

L'oii V')us ordomie do mo roprcichci' li'iu'nlr iiii|i.iiiic iiM'pi.ioiuo t ii nios dL'iiia.i'iir«

©fliciolljs iin ton de coulour qui a lair luiajiiav qui- I'h.i n'av.iit I'o :i,ii on I iinu-o, nt
jnon caraili-re ni uios nianiiiros. Jo voim on d.iai la raiilin, IMnuli mh' ; c'jII i|u'uit l'.Mi|r

pur et clialoureuK coulo avoc rapiUitc dans iti 's vi-int', q.io j'liinio iiaKionuiirjoiit nic
patrie,que j'a^lorc la caufe dc la lil)ori:o,.|UO jo lUI'i cn'ijuuii pix'*: Mm liuijliir ma vici
qu'il uio parai: inooncovable quo tmri les e:iiioi..iH do a tviiniiji', quo lou los liuuiiiirit

vcrtuoux no marcliont point avoc nout uu coiuli.u, »i ipn-, lurliju.' jo unuvo ipio I'lnii

tait une iiijiilHco ii inos cnncitoyou':, on q>i'oii no proiiil puiui Ioujm inn iJi'i :ivoc )•
z61e qu'ils niOiitont, aucuiic con.id^/ratiun an numuo nVmiiiioli' rriir i,i iiia plum •, ni lua
boucho de tracer, d'otprlmor ina doulour ; jo vo,.s dirai dnnc (itiis dt^iniir 'jiio j'ai i'tii

•xciv'momont blelio, Ajmiiioui-, i". V"« lo iVoluUnt dot Mtat',- w'uii To iMt ii.Ui', nviiiit

di I'avoir co que j'avais a Ini tranl'niotcro de la paii: il; la KopnlihjU'.- l''ian,;iito, da
proclamer dos tentiniens liir leiquols la dcconco et i'aiuinii5 aiiraioiit an imdin dil |(?tt t
un voile, a" (^u'il no ni';iit parlo dans nia pi'oniioro aiidionco quo di- r:uiiitio di". i',t.i(»

Unis onvcrs la France, fans nie dire un nun, fans di-.ujicor un I'l.'dl llnriniciit fur no'i'*

tdvolution, tandis quo toutcs los villcs, touilos vilhirioidopni . f .'iiai-lclt.in jufjpi'a I'jiila-

delpliie, venaiont de fairc rctentir los airs do lour* v»«u« Ic plus arilcu'. |iimr la iLi-
publique Fran9ail'o. 3". Qu'il ait rei;u ct admis h uno audionto p.uiiiuliiro, avane
men airivde, iVoailles ec Talon, a^.Mis counus des contro-rLVoJutioiiiiiro* Iriini. ai»,
qni, dopuis, ont cu dos relations MUimos a/ec deux nionilnos du jjouvi rn<.'iii...ii li-dciaU
4". <^ue ce promicr inaj;ill:rac d'un peupl." li'>i'o, ait dCcoiv Vnu fili.ii J • coitains iii^»

iaillons de Capf ; et de fa iamiilo, qui Ibrvaicit 4 I'aris do lijjUL-.s de vallieiiif a. ,<;'•.

(>ue bs pr-jmicrgi plaintes qui out ito faitjs a nion prcd-coill- ir l\ic le , ai-iiicrne;i'. ot
los prifos qui out ou lieu ii Charlello.i lurs i* inon anivco n'aioni: lico, p'iur xnili dire,
^ne la paraplirafe des notes du mijiillro d'Anj^loto.Vo. &'. <.»uo io IVtrLtaiio dj la
guerro, auquol jo lis part du doiir qu';ivaii.'it nu-i tjouvorneineis dos iles du vont d*
rncevoir promptoinent quiliu^'s lulils ot qu-lquos caioii-i qui I'ls miU'oiit en dtat d.- d^--

fendre des pDilbiiions ^a;ai:ios par 1,-s J'".tac-.-L'ni'., ait eii lo front do mo n^-pondie,
avoc line infouciancc Ironique, que ks principos eiablis p;u- le )'i''(id -ut ne liii pe/inet*
talent pas de nous precor, mime un pillidcr. 7". <Jui lo fetrbtairi; d- la 'rOlorciie,

que j'entrotenai' fu Ja propolition qu.- j'avaii laitc do convertir pn.•f^]uc touto la dott*
Amerjcai'.ie, au moyen d'uae op-oration do finance, autorilbe par ia I'ji, on (•rn.o'i, am
ris, en grains, en falailMi:s, et en antros objots dont la I'rance ava^t le plut proflaHC

bclbin, ait ajoutiS an rof'.is qn'il avait djjii lai^ officielloi.ient, de favoiifor <.'ct arraii»

^ement, la ddclarstion pufitivo que dans le tas nic'rao oii il feiait jiruticable, los I'.iati-

Unis ne pourraicnt point s'y preter, vu quo 1*A li^ietorro ne manqitrait pas de ( onfl-

diirer ce rembourlbment extraordinaire, fourni .i uno nation aveclaquelle elleellcn jji'-rre,

coinme un actJ d'hoftilite. 8'*. Que d'aprC-s lo? inllctiftioni du Prefident d<:s Ktvts-

Unis, des citjye.is Anidricains, qui s'btaiont rni^os fous les Ijai.nift.cs do la l-'ran<.c^

?yont etc pourfuivis et arrot(Ss ; attentat inoui contre la libcrtfJ, dr^nt iin jury, vi-r-

tueux et pojjulaire, a venjje avec eclat Ifs dofonfeurs do la plus belle d' < taufos. y*.

<^ue i'oa aic fouffjrt quo des tribunaiix incoiniiotins aiont priv coimaifCtnoo d" l»it«

iclitifs an:: prilb> dont les traicos leur intordifcnt expBeJim.nt le p'^uvoir de k'einpa-

tir; que fur I'aveu do lenr iacompctcicc, 1'm.i n'jd-, ait crilevo cos j)r'<)iii'''i'^s a!.qu:'ie«

par li droit de la g.ierre; qu'on ait trouve inaiivais que nos Co!ifu!» «r»nt proteft*

pontr* cK aftis arbiti'airos, et que pour prix de Ion divouenierit a f.-t devoir*, ci;lu|

ii Ballon ait tite eniprif>n.ie commc un niallaitour. lo", Que !c Pr'-nd'.-nt dc-i Ktat*-.

Unis ait pris fur lui d.- donner ii nos traitds dc-, interpri^tation* arbitraire», abfoliijner'O

4lt4Uui^ k Itac v»auble Tens, et ^ue par uue fwie de dioiH^A t^ue Toa vtnitti'^^
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seui faire recevoir comme des loix, !1 n'aij lajff^ d'atitre Aiiommn^tmnit k la Frttit*

pom le fang qu'elle a repandu, pour les tr^foi-s qii'uUc a diflipcs, en combattant pour
}'indi;p(;rid-.iiieii des £tats-Unis, que I'avaitage illiilbiire d'auici.cr dans leurs ports lef

pilCes tUites far fcs cnnemis fans pouvoir Jes y veiidre. u". <^ue Ton ii'ait pas encore

repondii i la aotitL'ation que j'ai taite du dccret de la Convention Nationale qui o\X'

vre tous nos ports d^iis les deux mondes aux citoyens Amfiricains, en Iciir accordant

Jes mdiiies favours qu'aux citoyens Frsiicais; avantagcs qui ceUeront, fi Ton continue

h nous trailer avcc la nicme injuftice. la". Que I'on ait ditt'i;rc,inaigr6nie» refpeftueufcs

infiiiuaaons, de tonvoqaer innnc-diacement IcCoiigics pour recuiiillir les veritables i«:nti-

Dieus du peuplc; pour fixer Ic fyll^me puUtique dcs litats-Unis, et decider s'ils veulcnt

rompiVjfiilpeiidiL', ou relferrcr leursliunsavecia France, luarcliclnyHle qui aurait ^vite 3>
gouvjiiiument Federal bcaucoup de contradictions et de fubteri'uijc-, a moi beaucoup
de peiues et de dejj;outs, aux gouverneineiis iocaux des einbarras d'autant plus grand*
qu'ils fe trouvciit places cntre les trajtei qui font des loix, et les decilions dugouverne-
iP'iut Federal qui u'en font point; eutin aux tribunaux, des devoirs d'autant plus pe»
niblcs h remplir, qu'ils les out fouvcat mis dans 1» neceilicu de rcndru des jugemeas
contrairas au.-i iiitentiuns du (joui^eniemeut.

II rcfulte de tons ces faits, .Vionfi(;ur, que j'ai di\ etre profonddment affeftd de la

Cfnduite lui youvernemcnt Federal envcrs ma Patriej conduite li contraire a tout ce
€;ue Ja volouie de fon fouverain, ii tout ce que les procedes du mien me doiinaicni lieu

d'atter.dre; et que ii j'ai nioutrd de la ferniete, c'ell qu'il 6tait indifpenfable que m*
Te(iilai.ce fut eg.ilc a I'oppreffion, aux injullices auxquels fc trouvaieiit en but les iu-

ttiriits qui ni'ctaient to.ifiiis} c'eii qu'il li'etait pas dans rr(on caractcre de parler, comma
bcaucoiij> de gens, d'un^ nianieio, cc d'aijii u'ur.c ;iu re, u'avoir i;n Iniiga^e oliiciel, ct un
langajje co.jiideiitiel. J'ai fait itiiclcment mon devoir, j'ai defer.du mon terrein, et j^
ijc Jiiiifcrai prv.-i'L-ri!c centre aucun des droits du pcuple Frauyais tant qu'il me reftera

Wii foiiiBe de vie; taut q;ie nos deux llepubUquos u'auroat point clia'nge les fondenicnt
de leur^ rapports politiques et conmorciaux ; laiit q .'on n'aura piis purfuade an peu-
jiie Amerieaiii qu'il A\ plus avanta^^eux paur lui de redevenir infenfiblcnieut I'efclavo

de I'Au'^letervc, Ic tnbutaire puiiit' iio .bu ooinnurce, Ic louet do fa politique, que d*
leltcr I'aLie dc la C'ule puili'a.ice qui foit iucirclfce a del'ondre fa ((-•uvcrainetc et fon
i.ldiif'e.iuanfe, ii iul ouvrir fes Coli^ni-.-s, et a ottVir a toutes fus riclu'frcs des dcbouchi'S

qui L-n doublciit la valour, ii c'.ii ia que to'ident toutes lus macliii'ations que I'on

I'ait a^ii- cojitie !•:& R(ipiibi;'.air;s F.aii,Mis ct contre leurs amis, dans les Etats-Unis j

f| c'cS pour y parveuir plus cmnm'idenie.it que I'on veut avoir ici,'au lieu d'un Am-
baiTaJcur J,moc:atc, ua Ali iftro de r-ineien ri^ime, biL-n complaifi<r,t, bien doux,
bieji iifpo) ii a faire fa cjur ajx i^eiis en plac;-, a fe (.oufl.rmer aveugleni<;,rt a tout ce
qui peut i';itt?r leur= \'ue<! ;c leurs pn.jjtv, et a ps^l'-'rcr fur-tout a ia fi^cietd mo-
delire et r.V.\- dps bo,;s i'eniiitns, des (imples citoye.'s, des honuetes artilans, cell©

40 ces pi-ifj^ina^^f diilin;i;iics, qui fpecul.it fj patriociquement fur les fonds public;,

lijr les tcrre? et iVir les j)a;iiois d'Ktat, j'igiinre li la Kc;;ubJique Fr«iii;aife vous trou-

vera aujourd'liui un pareil hoiunie dans fon fein; mals dans tous le« cas, Montieur, je

puis vous cotitier que je preiForai vivement fon lifouveraemcnt <i* m* facrifiir fans haU
faftcir, li cctte injullice prclente la moi.idre utiiite.

Agrecz mon rclpcct.

CENET.

M '

U ' .:\^

New-York, ce 94 j-bre. 1^53,
I'an ae, de la 'Rcpublique Franij-aifa,

X* <:/foy<« Genet, Miniftre PliHipotentinire de la Rcpublique Franfaife.tkM.^&VTit.i».niy^
Secretaire cPJita* ties Etats-Unis,

Monsieur,

JR
fuis clia.-^d de vous communiquer le ddcrct rendu par la Convention Nationale,

le 13 du mois d'Avril dernier, par lequel eile declare " que le penple Fran9'.iis ne
s'irainifcL'ra ci) aucune manU-re dans le gouvernement des autres puifTanc'cs, mait

qu'il ne foulFrira qu'aucune puid'ancc s'imniifte dans Ic regime int^rieur de la Repu-
blique, et pronoace la peine de mort contre quiconquc propoferait de niJgocier ou. de
traiter avec les puiiiaiiccs enncmies qui n'auraient pas rcconnu foleriinellement I'inde-

pcndancc et la fbuvcraineti de la ll(^publique Francaife. " '

Lorfqac ks Ciroyeas Francais, a I'exemplc des Citoyens Amcricains, ont voulu <ta-

blir un gouvcrnemeiit foado f«r les droits des hommes, ils dcvaicnt s'attendre ii trou-

vcr des ennemis dans tous les ambitieux avides de I'autoritd, dans tons les cabinets oh
lo machiavelifine ell en honociu', et lorfquc le p?uple Fran^ais, indign(i, fatigu6 deS
machinations ti5nebreufes de fes cnnemis, de leuirs 'attaqucs publiques, des infultes

eontenues uans les offices des cours defpotiques, des gouvernemens tendans h la mono-
cratie, a voulu repoufi'er ces perfidies par des aftcs marques au coin de la loyauti?, de
I3 grandeur de la philoi'ophie, a I'inftant m^mc fes vils ennemis ont repandu qu'il vou-
Jjiit aneantir tons Jes gouvernemens, dttruiie toutes les autorites, rdpandre le trouble

«t la confufion par-toijt, comme fi, repondre a une provocation n'dtait pas 'de droit

»»tarel, comme fi un ^riiud pcupie, viftime de la bainc pnrticniivrc du gouvemcmenC
'l^ttu autre peuple, n'a%%it pat le droit de lui liirc conttattife (es ciaiot^s, de Nc)aiMt

ii'f
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Cir des arreuN, ct <!e tenter, par des njoyens donxet juflef, d*emplc1ier de ttls griiHJl*

i;ialheui's, dc prevcnir niumc la guerre : quoiqu'il en foit, la Convention Nationale
II cru duvoii', pour rallurjr les amis de riiumanitc et fermer la bouche a fes ennemis,
yroclamcr les intentions du peuple Fran^ais, et fes agcns montreront dans toutes le«

(iicoultances, qu'iU iavent aulli bien rclpecter les loix dcs suties peuples, que defendis
ffvli^s de la jNiatiou Ir'raiav^i^'^ *>: niaintciiir fes droits.

Agrees won lel'pecL

GENET.

Kew-York, le n pbve. ifJ»S«
Pan ae. de la R^publique^

Xi Ciloyin Obnet, Mini.ltr* Ptinipottmiaire lit U Ripubliqut FraHfaifi, d M«nfi*ii0>

JiiFFkiKSON, Sccritair* iTEtat dtt Etats-Unis.
MoNdEUR,

LES fo;ids qui fe trouvaient a la difpofition de la R^piibHque Fraofaife, poaf
raniKic 1793, etant dpuifcs par les traitcs des Colonies qui y ont- et^ iuiput^es,

par les dcpeiifcs confiderabies qu?occaflonne le f^jour des vaifleaux dc ' la lltipubliqu»

dais les ports des Etati-Unis, par hes fecours qrue j'ai fait donner aux refugics du Cap,
Colonies Fran-
'adminiilratioa

qui m'eit coutice, ,e vous pne ae vc.iioir oien expoier a i»i. le Pr^ffident dcs Etats-

Ijnis que jo me trouve forcd pour faire face 2l nos enga^emeiis et pour t'ubvenir Jt no^
beloiiis les plus prelfans, de tirer fur les ibmmes qui feront dues it la France, dans let

annees 1794 ct 95, en attoiidapt que le Conj^i^s ait pris en conlldciation le liiode dv
rembourfcment: que j'ai 6te charge de propofer au gouvernemeut Federal. Nos Ibur-

niit'eurs fe c >ntuuteront de ccs delegations pourvu qu'elles fuient accept^es par Ic

ticfoteKie des E;ats>Unis, pour Strc payees ^ leurs ^chdanccs.
- Aifreez mon reOtc^U

CENET.

Orliis les poics ues ivcntj-unis, par res letours que j'ai lait aonnei aux reiu

par ies approvifionnemens de tous les genres que j'ai envoyos dans les C(

jaifes de I'/Vmeriquo, cnHnpar les depenfes diverfcs Jela legation et de I'a

qui m'eH: couliee, ,e vous prie de vc.iioir bien expofer a M. I'e Pr^ffider

Ne\r-York, le 14 Qbre. 179s,
I'an 3. dc la Rupublinuc Fraiii^aife.

1.$ Oifytu Genet, Mhii/lrt PUnipotentiaire dt U Ripubliiiu* Franfaifc, k 2tf,

JKi*iiH.t.oK, iiceritaire d'£tat des Etats Vats,

Monsieur.,

IL dcvient extrfimeninnt itiftaiit que vous aypz la bont^ de me falre favoir promp*

tement li je puis tiror par anticipation I'ur les prochains rerabourlemeiis de la dette

d'cs Etats-Unis envers la I'rance. Nos agens inllruits que les fonds qui avaient 6i6

mis k la dilpolition de la Republique en 1793, fe trouvaient dpuifes, ont fufpcndu Icnrt

fournitures et leurs cntrepriie.s ju.qu'a ce qu'ils foient affurcs que les ddlegations fut-

la dette que je i'erai a leur protit en vertu de mes pouvoirs, feront acquitt'cs k lour

4ch6ance. Comme vous vous faitcs fans doute une jufte id^e de toutes les branches

dc fervice qui f luffreront tait que cette autorifation ne me fera point parvenue, je fuia

perfuade, Aloiiiieui-, que vous me fcconderez avec z^le dans cette negotiation. Dcui

lille jnatelots ct I'.ldats que je fouticns font i la veille de manquer de pain, les rdpa-

fations de nos vaitleaux font arrfitccs des expeditions indifpenfables de fubliftaucc»

*our nos colonies et pour France font fufpcndues.— Le gouverncraent Federal, fans avta

cer un feul des payemens fixes par la loi peut par deux mots lign^s de vous ou di

fccretaire de la TriSforerie, reinettre tout en aftiviti, en attendant que le Congrds ait

pris en confidcratioii le mode genCiral de rembourfement que j'ai iti thargc^ de vous

commuiiqueretqui pourrafeul memettre en niefure d'approvifionner aumoins la Franco

pour la campagnc prochaine, fi elle n'a pu I'^tre pour celle-ci.- --Les longues nuits,

les brumes et les grofl'es mers dc I'hiver feront favorables a nos tranfports en rendant

»oiu* probables les chances facheufes au.\quelles les principes odieux de I'Anglctcrre

f»Bofent ie» batimens neutrcs, et fur tout ceux des Etats-Unis.

AcrdeK mon refpcft.^ GENET.

dH

. . New-York, le 14 pbre. 1793,

I'an ac. dc la Republique Fran9airc.

l»C/r»ye» Gcnet, Miuillre Pliuipoteiltiairf de ia Aipublique Fruncaife, fris Ut EtMtt.

• Uiiis, a Mr. Jeffeh-soiN, Secritaiced'Etat Sts Etats-Ums.

Monsieur,

J
'A I re<u 1'ex.Squatur de Ih commiffion de conful dont le Citoyen Dannery ,» t^

rcv6tu; et je I'ai fait palfcr fur le champ & ce fonftionnaite public.

X Coiifeil exccutif de la Republique, Monlicur, les r6fl«5

ll

^ Te pre'fente.ai au Coufeil exccutif de la Republique, monlicur, les renixions ji;.

dicicufcs q.ic vous iaitcs fur I'attribution des fonftions confulaircs, qui ft w«"^5" »"
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>»^fidcnee, ee qut fl'ifl ccrtaNcmcnt point rintention du ConftiJ. Je aiettrai igaluaenf
fous lis yi!ux I'oblervation que vous faitcs rdlativcmciit h I'mlreflc do iios eommilliont

confulaiL-eii, ec il aJoptera d:ins lii lagelie les cliangeuiLMis done cet objct paroitra i'i'.f-

•eptible d'aprir. lo tcxte, I'dprit, ut Ics bafcs dt votre couftitution. Cependar.t,

•onune elle ne s'expliqiic nuUement :i ct-t ^gard, et quo les Ibniitions atti'ibndes au
Pr^ddent des Etufs-Uiiis relativemcnt i'l Ja reception des minillrcs etrangors ne pa-

raiirent fitcc que ceDcs que reniplilient dans les cours les premiers miniftrcs vjs-a-vis d»
lours prdtendus louveiains, (avoir de verifier purement et (implement les pouvoirs des

agcni ctrangers accridites atipr^s de leurs maitres, et irrevocables par eux lorCqii'iina

fois ils font admis, j^ louliaicorais, Monlieur, pour mieux fixer les idiies du Conll-il

J'raneais fur cette qucftion intercflaute que vous cnflicz la bonte de I'eclairer de vos
inniiercs ct dc ccllcs de vos Tavants colligucs, que je tranliucttrai iidelement ^ ines

|up^rieui5.

Agrticz mon refpcft.

GENET.
New-York, le is^ybrc. 1793.

I'an a de la Kepubliquc.

^ Miniflrt de la R/fifblirjut Franpaife prh les Etats-Uiiis^ h 32. jsrifiiasoK, Stcretairf

tFEtfit d«s Etats-Uiiit.

Rio NSIEU !l,

J'AI
ve^u la lottre que vous m'avez fait I'honneur de m'dcrlre le 5 pbre. LeCitoye«

Moitrmnier a donnd a ,iiics inftruAlons un fens plus du'tcrnuni que cehii que i'y

avals attache.
J^-'

"c lui ai point licrit que I'Angleteri'e allait immidiatement fondr*

fur vous, inais connailFant par votre liilloirc, par la notro et par des notions plus par»

ticuliiires encore toute la haine dont cc gouvcrnement bonore vos priucipes ct lc8

rotres, connaiil'ant les traitiis fccrets qui unilfci'.t les cours liguces contra les peuplea

libres, fachant que nos fucces pourraient feuls reprimer les projets de vengeance que
pourrit perpdtucllement dans fon fcin votre ancien tyran, voya^it que quelque revera

«ffacecs dcpuis, pouvaient l*exciter k accel(^rer I'cxecution de les dclloins, j'avais

prcfcrit ii ce vice-conful:

1°. Dele concerter avccle commandant da nos forces navales dans la CbefapoHk pout
fairc remontcr i Baltimore tous les bAtimcns du commerce qui le tvouvaient da;is la

^ade ouverte, ct peu furc de Norfolk.

a". De iaire mouUler fuivantl'ulhge Jl I'avant-garde du convoi les hiltfmens arm^s.

3". U'6tablir une police fcv^re dans la rade pour prdvenir le defordre c: mettre iioj

jroprietds Ji I'abri des cntrcprifes incondiaircs affez familiercs il nos ennemis comnuins,
4°. De fonder lo gouvcrnement local du Maryland pour (avoir (I I'on ne pourraic

point mettre en dtat les fores qui font partic de la delcnCc de Baltimore, he Citoyea
fWoiiroMnicr anirn^ d'un patriotifme tres pur, a mis fans doute un peu de chalcur dans
cette derui^re ddmarche ; mais je iie vols point, IVIonfieur, qu'il ait mcritii radmonition
dont vous parlcz, ct que les mcfures pril'es pour la furet6 de la rade puilTent compro-
mettre on aucune mani^re la paix des Etats-Unis. Dieu veuille que vous en iouiflicz

loug-tems avec honneur de cette puix (i douce et (i hciireufc. Cell le voju bien (incire

^e vos amisj c'eft lu mien, mais je ne vous diilimulerai pas plus aujourd'liui qu'autre-

ifois que ce n'ed point I'nbjet le plus certain de mcs efpcrances.—Avant d'avoir le

tonhcur de forvir un peuple libre, je fus employe par une cour, et je rdiidai dans plu-

Jieurs autres. J'-ii dte fcpt annees chef de bureau a Verfailles fous les ordres de Ver-
gennes, j'ai pad'd une annce a Londres, deux a Vienne, une a Berlin, cinq en Ivulfie,

et je fuis trop initio dans les rayfteres de ces cabinets pour ne point trembler du fort

qui menace I'Amerique G la caule de la libdrtd ne triomphe pas par-tout, car par-tout

oil il y a un trone, je vous garantis que vous avez un eunemi. Tous les princes

vous regardcnt comme nos maitres d'ecole, prefque tous ne voyent en vous que des
rebelles qui doivent t6t ou tard icre chitids. Prefque tous out jurd votre pcrte audi
bien que la notre, et croyez que George HI. n'eft eutre dans leur ligue qii'ii ce prix.

Vos teihpcranieus,vos mdnagemens ne feront point cliangsr ce fyilSme, et (i les niinil-

tres qui rdfident iiupres de vous, vous ticnnent un autre langnge, ce n'eft que pourmieux
vous troraper; ils triomphent de la fecurite dans laquelle ils vous plongent au moment
©il leurs cours vous infultent par-tout, exceptds fur vos cgtes oil ils favent que nous
nvons des forces, Mais Icur ton chaugera taudis que le ngcre reilera toujours le mSme^
vrai et iiuccre.

Ajrrdez mou rcfpeA.

GENET.

New-York, le as gbre. i?93,

I'an fecond de la Rdpubliquc Fran^'aife,

4^ Cit»y»m Gf,i*et, Miitiffre PUnipotentiaire de la Republiijui Fratifaife, prit U^
Etat-Unisy <t il/. Jeffkiison, Secritairi d'Etat des Etats-Uuis,

Monsieur,

JE
vous demande pardon fi mcs d(5p6ches fe prdcipitent avec tant de rapiditd cii-

tre vos mains ; mais les uvenements fe pronouccut teUenpQt Iqus lei joui's qu^ i^

puis k peine 1«b fuivre et vo«t les <l^n»nce7i

m

.



GENET.

GENET.

Mes Aipti.hit pi'ic(?dentM V«us out prdfentdes dej pJsintcs ftir les mefljres Act #«*•
jris Hoavfaux qui ino.ideat vitcrc coiitiia-iit, j'.'.i cUUye do d6malqiier i vos yci<*
Intts p utomles ct doubles iatiigues ; je vous at diiiohcc leurs infultcs aux agcnl
Fra;ii,ais c: los danj^eis peiibiinels que tefs a^ens coureut tou.s Ics jouvs, cntuaris de
cc» turifux. Au|OUi-d'luii j'ai h voiis avoitir de faits bicn cavaderiscs, ct 15 je n'ob-
••ieiH pas uiiL- julticc, j'aui'ai du luoias fait inon devoir, ct mon cceiir ct mx Tatii*
n'aiiro t rioa i\ me i-eprocher.

Oil m'n.iiORc di i'.alcimore que deux cens colons s'embarquoiit de la Chefapenfc
pour Jcromio. (i) Les prciics t-oiitic-revolucionaires Praiii;ailes de Philadelpluc aver-
tiifeat que di.ux bitimeus vont preudie des pattagars poUr le Mob (a); ainfi, iMou.
fieur, ce iie font plus les bous offices d'un rtlli6 que la France eft dans le cas de rfi»

rlamer da gouverneiutfiK Federal • c'eft de ne pas alder k nous dctruire que j'al k
vous c.iii|ai-er ; c'-ll ii vou; prier de iic pas conlpirer d la perte d'une Colonic qu«
ous deviei ditoiidro, que le buriient rat's trilles devoirs.

Ave,- qucLiu'ic.ur.iemeiit que Von Je foil obflM a me peiijJre dans dts Ubsllts gwt
ft m'prlj'e, cojiaie i'eiiucmi dii peuple Anicricain et de Ion gouvernement, et conrme
si'pira.ic a vous euraliicr dans la guerre, vous favez, iMonQeur, avcc quelle niodcra*
tioi je vous ai rappcUc les obligations qui vous dtaient iinp')ll'es 4 en ceta in6inei
j'ai la conic ence intiiue d^ n'avoir et6 influence ni par no» fuecis^ ni par nos reversf
Je n'ai que ccdiS ri des actes provifoires qui cachent une contradiAion manifellc, fou*
•ne modollie apparcnte, avouent rimpuiflance de nous difenire, et ufurpont cepeiidant
le droit d; noas Jaiirer actaquer.

J»ai enire les mains lea preuves d'une confpiration qui a dclatd en Septembre dernielfc
par la reiditio.i d.i Mole; ct les pieces oriy;iaales ci-jointcs prouvent qu'elle ^tait con-
eortda dcpais les premiers jours de 1793, et lijjnee d6»-lors de nonis qui ne Ibnt deniarquei
<ju'e:i 7brtf dcrniev. Les Cjalpirateurs, adtoiiement caches, fe reclamaicnt ia la i<.i«

piibliquj a I'inltaiit oil ils traicaicnt avee le minillre Anglais, atin que, par cctte dou-
ble intrigue, ils puilieat renverfcr les vrais amis du peuple l-ranyais, et mener a fa Ha
leur traiue hoiiteutl;. Ces lils partiels qui fe ddeouvrent aujourd'hui, u'etaieat que des
projeitions acccll'oires'de la conlpiratioa d'ua grand traitre cclebre, I'tnnce derniircj
•Ujourd'hui, aft'ailte fous le» remords ct les m^vris du inonde. Le peuple Franfiit,
Mon;ieur,_ a dejoud routes ces iiurigucs, et s'il fallsit des preuves ulttricures de In fa-

geire, de la lerrae volontvi d'i2tro libic, et de la ftabilice de I'tn gouvernement, vous let

trouverieida'iscettelutte jflorieiilb q-i'otFre lacampa^ne aitucUe, oil, au milieu da grand*
revers, d'ecl.itaiites victoires et de conipiraiious actoces, le coloUc du peaple Frau^ai*
releve majeftueufemeat et fait trembler tou' fes ennenns.

Voihi rami Ibas I'aide dnquel I'Ameriqaa bravera les dofpo:ej qui partsgcnt leuf

haine catre elle et nous; c'ed cet ami qui, au milieu des lueUires gcndrilss Ac rigueuf
quo lui arrachent les circoallaaccs, ne celfepas un moment de fe fouvenir de vous, pour
voasen cxcei'ter ; les deniaaJcs que jo vous fiis en fon nom, Monlicur, fe boraeat i
ce que vous veuille^ ue pas fualFrir qu'on forge fur votrc terrlioire des poigaards pour
I'aHaliiner.

Je vous prie en coafeque.ice, Moafieur, de reprefenter k M. le Prefidcnt des Etats*

Lsiis.

i". Que la siiretc iadividualle de nos Gwfuls eft menacde a Charlellon et i Balti-

Biore, ct qu'o.i met pen d'aAivii'. a les protegc'r.

3,", yue deux ceas 6mi;jrans coloniaux s'erabarqucnt a Baltimore, et font peut-fftrt

partis pour f<; joindre auK frai:res de Jcremie; que deux autres bitimens ai.ni6s faa»

douto p;ir nos ciinemis, s'a'iaonceat a Philadelphie dHUS les gazettes coatre-revolutio"

naircs, pour porter des patlhgers du mSme genre, au Mole iiaint-Ni colas, que jc fais^

en outre, de I'cience ccrcuine, que des b?.t:nie;is Amdricaius portent depuis loug-t'jmi

des provifions et des munitions de guerre dans ces deux places rcbelles, ct endn qua

des dmilfaires d'homnes que quclqu'uas de von miaiilres accueillcnt, f; font rendu«

dans cette lie, dcpuis long-tenis la proie de millc artifices aux conlpira'.eurs, pour y
ncgocicr des inflructions et la rnine des iatdrSts commerciaux de ma Pa4rie; que c'ell

ftir votro terricoire que tout celii fe fait, quo c'ell ciiez vous eufiu que fe trouvc Is

centre des iatviguans defolateurs de nos polleflions d'outremcr.

Je vous prie, Monlicur, d'obcenir uac repbnfe deliaitive du chef fuprSme du goii-

rernemeat FddiSral fur ces deux objets, aSn que par la premiere occalion, j'iaftruife le

gouvernement Fran9ais de mcs d-marches :i cet dgard et de leur cffet.

[c prendrai d'ailleurs la llbert^ de vous propofer uae mefure que je ue puis adoptftf

qu'avec votre aatorilation, et qui obvjerait et aax labterUiyes des traitres et au»

moyens cocrcitils qui peuvent vous manquor. Ce ferait de donner I'ordre aax vnif.

feaux annds de la RL'publique, d'arrcter tout batiment Americain, dclHni: pom- Tile da.

Saiat-DomiagBe, qui n'aurait paf un pafTe-port li^nd de nioi, ainll je pievieadrais

Fintroduftion d'ennemis qui peuvent (Schapper ii notre vigilance, et nous dpar^nerioni

\ vos cito ens des teduetions et des dangers. Je vous yrie de me faire couuaitis*.

riatentioa de M. le IVelident fur cette propoiicion.

Ai'reez mon rcfpcA.
'' GENET.

Sur ail vailfiau apfiitrtenitrit d MeJJ'rs. Z/tcbarie et Cefymdn,

Vun ej} le tiavlre U Delaware, Capitmiiie J.tmes ^-^rt, Mrmatettr Jamts Sbuniif
CO
CO
L'iiHtre eft la gtiltttt Betfy Haiiaa^
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« Kew-York* le Af yhre. 1791^^
I'an fi de la R^publique.

Mif 0tttS««(i*mWt^9iMfirtHMp«t*nti»irt 4e laRipubHijut fi-anfMl/t, it M,Jtrt^iL90»t
Sterit4i$r§ d'£t»t det Etati-Utth.

M0N81EU!>.,

IL n*eft point en mon pouvoir d'ordnaner aux bjltimens Frntifais qui one rcfti dtt

lettres de mtrque dans len ports dcs Eiacs-Unis, en vertii de iios trnit^si en vertA

de mes inftnimons le» plus priicife*, de refticucr les ptifef qu'ih dnt. iti autorif6« k

faire fur no* ennenis; iiiai« j*ai preterit depui« long-tems h tons n<>» Conluls de n'op-

oofer et de ne UdflVit oppofcr aucune r^Uftauce ii la force morale de la ipftice des

Ktats-Uids. Si eUe croit pouvoir fe mtfkr dcs affaires relatives aux j!rii*es, et da
gouvemement, n'il perfifte dans le CyMme contre lequel je n'ai cefTe de lui faire tea

xepr^fentationt les plus fondees. II n'eft pa< en mon pouvoir non plus Moofieui', U*

confentir k ce que les indemnites que votre gouvenietnent propofe de t^ire payer auic

fropii^taire* du fulHites prifes foie it au compte de )a France.

S^. Parceque Pen ne dioit d'tudemnit^ que lorf que I'on a occafionn^ quelque doiTi*

age en faifant uTage d*un droit que Ton it'avait point, t^ndis que nos traicos et niei

inilmftions me preuvent que nous ^tions pleincment aiitoriC^s k ai ler dans vos ports.

a". Patceque, d'apris notre conftitiU'nn comme d'apris la vdrrc, I'execiitif n'a point

{'appropriation arbitraire des fouds dc TEtat, et que le conleil cxeciitif de France eC

fts deitigu^s, ue pourraicBt conibntir au rembourfement des indemuit^s t^a queftioi),

3UC lors que le corps KgiOatif auralt d'abord reiionc^ fbus la relponfabilit^ vis-ii-vi»

u peuple, au droit que j'ai 6ti es|>tc(]enicnt charge dc mamtenir, et accorde CTifuite

iw fowMt tifiUts gu oei eaoemis et qui leur out eti promifes jiar M. le Prt-iideut

GENET.
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lie la R^publique.
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par JVJ. ie Prelideut
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