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Pratorquete myurie prius collum, quam ad vos perven- -
1al. : Praurus.

)

Break the neck of oppression and injustice before they
reach you. '

PROMINENT PARTS OF THE DEBATES OF THE HOUSE OF
ASSEMBLY OF UPPER CANADA, HESPECTING

THE UNiON....Obntuntucd, ’
Mr. Baldwio,took occasion in reply to what had béen pre:

i dicted, that the day would come when these provinces would \
B be separated frons the parent-state, to say that he would pot - }
b dare to coofemplate such a subject , but he would say that o il
! any thing was caloulated to effecct such a disastrous change. i i

nas the presenl measure, as i was sufficent to break up all
confidence i the people, hurry them tnio rash measures, and
EXPEDITE A RUPTURE BY HALF A CENTURY.

Bh. A. M’Lean’s observations, though luminous and weigh-
ty, merely had relation to the relative sitaation io which Up-
per Conada would be placed, with respect to her revenue, by
the contemplated union  In contradiction of the assertion that
bad been made, that Upper Canada had beea taxed by Lowel
Cauada, he demed that they hiad ever becn tased by the Low-
er province, withont then consent.  Lower Cunada baving, by
agreement, been allowed to impose duties at the port of Que-
bec, a poation of which bad been received by Upper Cavada
till recently, they had,  fact, taxed themselves. It was his
opinien too, that, were the upiop to take place, as at present
projected, of the legislatures only, it would be found so incom-
plete 2 measure that an upion of the Executives must certaumly
follow, which would entail other consequences, pot yet at all
coosidered  Mr. RP’Lean, in conclusiop, moved a set of reso-
lutions agaiost the umés. . L

To Mr. John Wilsou’s speech it is “impossjble to do justice
in the limited space I must assigo to_these extracts. SpeaRing
of the trade-act, which he'characterised asa wise and salutary
measure, he stated that “fault was found with it, not because
the ends of justiae could oot be obtaived, but because there was
a party in the Lower proviace, whose ambition led them to
hope that those unfounded complaints would enable th em, by
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the proposed union, to subjugate the linerties of their country.”
“«The arguments ndvazced by some geutlemen, that «n union
would be the mesos of excludizz American pioduce hrom
Lower Canpda was a lure. Whal benefit could be dérived from
such exclusion ? Were not all the British West Iodia Islands

" to be supplied fiom the same quarter? and would it not be

better for botl provinces to admit the produce of that country
“thro’ out waters, wheieby we should be beuefited by the re-
ceipts for duties’and tyauspoitation, than to allow it to go di-
rect from the Umted States? Such an argument betrayed the
weakness of the unionists, and was only advanced to gull the
igeorant”  “If an union took place would the merchants of
Upper Canada buy or sell goods cheaper than they now do?
"There would be no reduction of prices, and the extortions
complained of as practiced by the Montreal nierchants would
be conunued. Tt was out ot the power of the urited legisla.
ture to protect those whé weren debt to the Jaction below ;
prices could not be directed by the will of a legislsture.”—
“What Tcgislature ever meddled with those matters? The
Moatréal junto waoted a monopoly of power as well as of
commierce., 1o ovder to effect their object, they at one time
held forth visionary prospects ofaggrandisement to Upper Can-
ada, and at another,aspexsed them by asserting that the measure
A¥ds becessary to prevent them from joiniog the United States-
failing in these attempts, they turned about, and, like the viper
in the fable which stung the person who cherished 1, invite us
to upite with them in destioying the anti-commercial, and
anti-British spitit of the French Capadianst Nothing, in his o.
pinion, couid check the ambitious views of that junto, but an
avowed determiation to resist their foul aud uonatmal pro-
ceedings : for their object was not confined to the degradation
of the French Canadians; 1t took a wider range, it aimed at
the liberties of the people of Uppei-Canada, as well as those of
Lower Cauada, apd 1f their progress was not checked, the
"hidpes, the Mapprness, aud the liberties of both provinees, would
sik together into one grave”” <He had heard many unbecom-
ing observations made sgaiost the French Canadians, i the
house, and out ofthe house. Itwas said they were a con-
quered race; that they did not hoow how to cmjoy British lib-
erty ; that they would, when opportunity served, unite with
0Old Frauce, and throw off their allegiance to Great Britain.—
“This kud of lepguage was not digmified, it was offensive, unjust,
and unmerited, snd should be repiobated by every well-wisher
to the peace and harmony ol these provinces : they were ‘cer-
tainly a conquered people, but was there any disgrace ;o that?
Had not England been conguered more than once ? Had not the
greatest and most enlightened empires of the universe been over-
vhrown and trawpled uspon by a race of men, whose information
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and actions corresponded with the savages of the present age ? ¢
The French Cavadians had been couquered, and they submit- t
ted, as good and faithful subjects, to the conquerors. “T'hey \

had proved their aitachment to Great Britaix at all tumes, and {
upon all eccasiops; they were seen in om fleets and armues dur- ]
1wg the late war, and 1 the still more destructive employment '
of tiausportation, suffering cold, hunger, and fatigue, hucdreds %

of them had penished. Were not their achievements aod their
loyalty acknowledged and emolled 1 the arclives of the Brit~ ,
ish government ? Was it right, was 1t just, was it honourable,
to make use of language so wsultog to, and unmerited by, the
Lower Canadtans? No, such foul charges spraug froma base
and degenerate spirit,and deserved the reprobation of every
indindaal. o hus opinion, the great avd ooly. crime, that these
brave men had been guilty of i the eyes of their enemies, was,
therr fond attachment to their king, aod their determination to
uphold the blessings of the Biiush constitution, in despite of

the menaces and allurements of faction”
“It appeated to him that the whole of this ill-timed measure

took its rise from those few subjects fiom Great Bntain, settled
in Lower Canada, who, having engrossed the tiade of hoth
countries, had growa rich, ambitious, and'saucy, and felt ap-
voyed by the Freach laws aod useges; and would be satisfied
with nothing short of ruiping the Upper-Canadians, by making
tools of them to crush those people, wio were as much entitled
to thewr 1ights as we were to ours. The Bnush population ’
had no nught to complam of Freuch laws and Fiench usages ,
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they knew they were n existence when they arrived ia tlie s
country, and, after approving of them by a residence of thirty \
years, they had no xight to murmui.

Mr. Walson then atgued that the House of A<sembly, not
having the power to alter the constifution, had no right to in-
termeddle in the question, and quoted Ward on the law of na-
tions, Grrotius, and Vattel, in support of the several opnions hie
maiutaiged. ‘ ’

“Precedents were not waoting to prove the evil of such an
upior?  If they turned then eyes to Ireland fora moment,
they might discover the effects it had on that country ; the
people grievously oppressed, the country abandoned by the
geotry, and the money wrung from the sweat of poveily car-
ried to foreign countries, and lavished in dissipation. The
people of that beautiful but unhappy portion of Europe, Were,
by the union, reduced to tamine, by famce they were driven
to desperation, and by desperation they were driven to acts of
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violeace, robbery aod murder, which shocked the fegl‘ings of %
humanity . the inhabitants of [reland were oaw Uewailing her %
deplorable situation, and to add to her misfoitunes, she. is also !
torn by religious dissention. Aud who could assure him that $oe
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these provinces, now so happy, might not be subjected to the
same trials? They were composed of the same matersals, sub-
ject to the same passioos, and hable to the same calamitics ; and
if the fiebrand of discord was once throws into the pile, theu
adieu, for ever, to swe et peace and growing hope. Weie they,
as mea feehng an interest for the prace aud happiness of the co-
Iony, to give up a certam good. and vun the hazard of uying
the dreadful experiment of a change which might bring calami-
ty upon the province ? He hoped uot, let them act with mode-
ratron and caution let another patliament have the opportuni-
ty of revolving this mighty question. Who was there that was
prepated to bear the lieavy resposibility that would attach to
him by supporting a measure that was rep obaled by mactecn
trenticths of the people below, and by nine tenths of the people
here  Be confesserd he was not the man; he dared not, asa
christian and a fathful subject of His Majesty support the mea-
sure; and he must therefore vote agaiost the resolution

In an extract I have before given from Mr. Hagerman's
speech, the certain future disruption between the Canadas and
the metropolitan state is predicted, and another part of it bear-
ing the same stamp 15, where he said that, ualess the House of
Assembly of Lower Canada changed its complexion “one of
two expedients would be resorted to. either that the constitu-
tiou given us would be taken awa),* or, by withdrawing all
support from us, we should be left to govern and sapport om-

* This is a counterpast of the same threat nwhich Mr. Hag-
erman held out on a former occaston, (see No. 7.) It can not
be too strongly urged, nor too often repeated that the Impen-
al Parliament of England have nerther the nght nor the poywer,
20 take anay our conshiulwn  What 1s once granted on the
onc hand, and accepled on the other, can nol be talen anway by
any right.  Ths proposieon s as sclf-cordent and undemeable,
as it 15 unwersally acknonledged by all writers ; and as to the
power -Power w contradistinglion lo right,mcans physical power,
though when standing alone at hkcnise means right, blended
with the capability of enforcing that right. New I graat that
the Imperial Parbiament have it an ther power {thewr right I
always deny, ) to pass acls alicring or abrogating aur constilu-
tion ; but havethey the means of enforcing those acls? have
they the power of co eremg half a mullion of people ? Lt them
look to it I say, no; of both the Canadas are true to themselyes.
It s tuneto look at these things. stnce so many hruits sousds are
afloos of the determinalion of mmmsiry to carry the question of
the umon through parttament, with @ high hand I can not
gwe credit to such rumonrs , I belicve them the creation of the
party who wish it. I gwe to parltament the credu of greater
wisdem, and to muusters, cspecially to Mr, Canmng, the eredit
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selves in the best manner we could. Thelatter he was far fron

thwking an impossible event ; it had been spoken of more than
once, and no reasonable man could look to it without dread 3
for in such case we must either yield to Lower Cagada,or
(whathy some would be considered far fess exceptionable,) u-
e aurselves with our neighbours on the other sule o, the lake.”

1 another part of Mr. Hugermar’s speech 10 reply to what
had been said in denial of the anti-commercial spirit of the peo-
ple of Lower Canada,“he would only ask to look at the specch-
es of the persons in Lower Canada, opposed to the union, who
cmphatically styled themselves the lords of the sol, and see
with ‘what contempt they spoke of the merchauts of ihe coun-
try, to whom it owed all its wealth and prosperity ; no,, those
gentlemen would be glad to muntaia their feadal system, so re-
pugnant to commetcial spirit.”

1 have quoted this passage iu order to expose the numerous
fallacics that are comprehended in a few short sentences, I am
notaware that the expression “lords of the soil.” has occurred
in the speeches of any of the constitutionahsts, but, if it had, ¢
would in one sense have been correct.  Who are, or ought to
be the lords of the soil, save the descendants of the oniginal
planters, or those who derive titles from them? but they do
oot want to encroach upon the vights of others, they do pot
want to extend their domains beyond the prescbed bounds,
they seek not to add the unaranted lands to then possessions,
they do not, Iike the Scotch intruders, who want to push them
from their stools, desire to grasp at gravted and ungranted Jands,
and turn the original proprietois into helots and glaves, to work
for a distant lord, spending his weslth, got by the yard

of greater cqualy, as well as foresight, than that they should a-
dopt a measure fravght with such direul conscquences.  But,
Y they enterimn the thought, I say agan : LET THEM Look To
1T, And this leads me to another notc:

* Although 1t would be with awe and dread, I should look
to a conlest with the melropohian state, a contingency most de-
voutly {lo be deprecated, and smeerdy  deplored , it would not
be with any despondency, ather asto the means posscssed by
Canada of resistance, or as to the ullvmate vesull, whatever the
mascrics, the havock, the prwatwns that would be suffered in
the interun  Bul, as to the case put by Mr. H. that of Great
Britam mercly withdraning her support from us, and leanng
us lo gavern and support oursclves m the be® manner we could;
50 far from consulering that to be a situalion for a reasonable
man to dread, were we but mn the puddle of the mincteenth cen-
tury, mstead of bang only just passed s comunencement, I
shauld consider 1t as “a consummation devoully to be wished ™
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ami  stales, n disipation oo the othet mde the At

lantic, * That there should Le always a collision ang opposi-
tion between the landed and the mércanule mterest 1n every
state, 1s not wonderful. Lt 15 one of the causes that hag condu-
cedto the prosperity of England thatboth have had (hey
weight, that both are heard, and 1espected, in the g1eat councyl
of the nation. - There 1t may be ught, from ber wsular situa-
tion, aod naval habits, that the trading, should at least be ag e
qupase to the Janded, mterest; but here, esseutially an agti-
cultmal, and only adsaititiously a commercial, countiy, those

who understaud its tue mtercsts, will not suffer those of the
tradig part of the communty to acquue sny thing hey ond the
suboidinate station they ought to take in the pohtica) economy
of an ymmense aud ummproved tentory, with but one seq port

As to the contempt with which the merchants of the countiy
aic spokeu, 1t isnot because they arc merchants, but because
they are not merchants; they aie merely dealers, chapmen, and

shopkeepers. They ate not “princes” like the merchants of
TL'yre, but pedlars, like the maichaots of the land of cakes ; and
Mr. H. is essentially wrong in adding that the county y owed
all1ts wealth and  prosperity to those meichanis; the caseis
diametricaily the reveise; it is to the country that those mer-
cliaats owe thewr wealth and prosperity.

Ip avother place Mr. H asks whether when speaking of a
faction, “it is meant to style such men as Ryland, or Richaid-
son, or many others of the same class, members of a faction 7
T'o this go answer was given ; but I will answer that undoubt-
edly Mr. Richardsop, (Mr. Ryland 1 know nothing of as the
promoter, bul only as a partisan_of the union,) is not only a
membet of a faction, hat the chief, the head, fact, he is the
Jaction himself; had 1t uot been for him and his mercantile
connections, the question of the upion would not have been
agilated,

( To &e continued )

Preparatory to the geoeral review I propose to take of the
late session of the provincial parliament of Lower Canada, I
had intended to have given an abstract both of the “Report of
the special committee on the public accounts,” and of Mr. A.
Stuart’s speech in the general committee on the state of the
provioce, two documents that embrace 5o much of the impoz-
tant matter that has come under discussion in this session, that
they are necessary to he kept in view for reference in such an
historical sketch. The Fioance-report, however, 13 so con-
cisely explicit, as well as luminous 1 jtg details, propositions,
aad arvangemet, that [ have not found 1t capable of curtail-
ment or abstract. I therefore preserve it entire, It is a‘state-
paper that should be recorded for the guidance of future par-
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Yiaments, who will be laigely.indebted to the zeal, intelligence;
wdustry, and accuracy of the gentlemen who dréw it up, Mr.
Cuvillier aod Mr. Heney. R

. s t
. f

Reporl of the specral commttee on the public uccounts.

The special committee appointed to take wnto-consideration
the statements and accounts laid before the: house on the 2Ist
of Jaguary last. and also the slatements and-accounts Jaid be-
fore the house on the 27th of January last, and to report their
observations thexeon to the house, have, pursuant t6 ‘the order
of the house, considered the matter 1eferred, and agreed to the
following repoit, in part; : o F ‘

‘T'be attention of your committee was first called to the pib-
hc provincial accounts, from the'commencement ~of the consti-
tution, on the 26th December 1792, to the year 1816, inclu-
sively, furnished to the house in contormity-with its address of
the 10th Jaouary 1821. .

These accounts exhibit various statements, shewing that the
total amount of the expenditure, during that period, “and for
various seivices during the late American
war, was , .

And that the total amount of money levied
in~the province, during the aforesaid period,
in virtue of provineial sta‘utes, aud of acts
of the British parliament, exclusive of the '

sums raised under old acts of the Buitish

pathament, and which have been remtted to :
Great Britain, in comphance with the pro-
wisious of those acts, was

£1,474,007. 3. 6

1275978, 0. 0

e

Shewing an excess of expenditure beyond
the money raised, of 188,029, 3 6

Your committee can not, however, pass over tlus part of
the subject without stating that, after such information as they
have been able to collect from the list of warrants issued by
the administration of the government of this proviace, -to the
receiver-general thereof, aopually submilted to the legislature
during that period, large sums ot money were expended with-
out apy apparent authority, and for miscellaneous services, to-
tally uncoonected with the administration of justice, acd the
support of the civil government in this proviuce. These sums
form a very considerable item of expenditure, the precise a-
mount of winch your committee can not ascertain without
much Jabour and research, which the ordinary duration of the
session would not allow of.

This difficulty js augmented by the nop-classification of the
charges contained 1o the hist of warraots, previous to 1818, and
your commuttee would recommend that the proper officers bz
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requared 1o lay before the house, as eatly as practicable, iy
the next scsston of the legislatme, a classification of such ey
penduures, distinguishing such as liave been incurred for the
adminstiation of justice and the support of the civil govern-
ment, from that wlich has been incurred in virtue of the spe-
cial and general appropratious of the legislature in ordex that
the payments loreign to these purposes may be correctly ascer-
taived. Yout committee are enabled, however, lo state, from
a document laid before the house in the last session, that the
sum expended aloue for the pay aod clothing of the mihtia,
during the last war, beyoud the appropriatiou ofthe legislature,
was £196,3/8. 8. 8 and that the total amount of expenditure
beyoud the appropriations up to the 10th October 1820, a-
mounted to £ 210,348, 18. 1.

Comprised also in the general statement of the expenditure,
are penstous to a very conmderable amount, the payment of
which, accordmg to Loid Dorchester’s message to the house,
of the 16th Febiuary 1795, was to be provided for by the em-
pire at large. - ’ '

Alfter mature consideration of this branch of the order of
referencr, your committee aie of opinion, that the sums raised
in this province from 1792 to 1816 wclusively, have been snf-
ficient to discharge the whole of the expenses stated to be for
the admiaistration of justice, and the support of the civil gov-
ewament, as well as e special and general appropriations of
the legislature.

Yout commnttee neat proceeded to examine the statement of
the amoust appropriated and expended in virtue of laws of
the province during the same period, and they find the same
to be £ 788,461. 11. 0, which, deducted trom the total amougt
raised upon the ichabitauts of the province (£ 1,275, 973 0 0)
would leave an apparent balance of £ 476,517. 0, 0 of unap-
propriated monies at the disposal of the legislature at the close
of the year 1818, instead of the sum of 4 140,885, 19. 0 as es-
tablished by the statementlajd before the house. T'his differ-
ence arises from the amount ramsed under the act of 14 Geo.
111, cap. 88, includivg His Majesty’s casual and territorinl
revenues and fines and forfeitures, which, ip the statements
anmually laid before the legislature, have been kept back, as
Bot bewg at the disposal of the legislature,

{ To be continued.)

[eRINTED AT BURLINGTON, VERMONT. ]



