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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

The report that the Right Hon. John Morley has
joined the Roman Catholic Church has gained credit
Mr John Morleys On account of no denial having yet
Reported Con- heen made. When taking leave of
version. Mr. Gladstone, it is said that Mr.
Morley prayed to God for his recovery, a fact com-
mented upon at the time ag showing that Mr. Morley's
atheism was cither weakened or cast aside. Those
who have known Mr. Morley intimately know that for
many years he has been earnestly secking light in
questions of faith, having found scepticism an empty
husk, and shoyld the report of his accession to
Romanism prove true, his case will be a signal
example of the insulliciency of reason in the realm of
the spiritual.

While Assembly echoes are in order note may be taken
of the praise bestowed upon Rev. Dr. Torrance for his
A Nedal adwmirable handling of the business of
Moderater. the court. On every hand it ix
acknowledged that he made a eapital presiding oflicer,
showing tact and skill in the discharge of the onerous
dutics falling to his position as Maderator.  Equally
satisfactory was his graceful hearing on the occasions
when sacial functions, such as the MceGill Receptinn,
demanded his services. It was felt that he worthily
represented the Church, always rising to the oeeasion
whatever it might be.  We have no doubt the Moder-
ator will find many opportunitics for the exercise of
his genial gifts during his term and that when the
tho timne comes to lay down his office the verdict of the
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Assembly then in Ses<ion will be that of the one now
closed, that the hest interests of the Church has been
well served by him.

The growth of the Western Field was evidenced by the
many questions therefrom hefore the Assembly, and
Growth of Western by the time afforded for their discus-
Interesta. gion.  More than one question of
importance to the Church at large was disposed of
according to the views of the Western Commiasioners.
The Assembly accepted their leading with little or no
hesitation where a few years ago there might be relue-
tance or further enquiry into the merits. It must be
be said that the Western contingent made itself dis-
tinctly felt and impressed itself on the conclusions
arrived at by the Assembly in a very marked manner.
The West will continue to bulk largely in the Church
Councils and 1t is satisfuctory to know that some of
the brightest minds and ablest men in the Church are
in the West and are rapidly coming to the front.

Although discussed in a thin house the proposal to
form a fund for the payment of Commissioners’
Commissioners’ expenses  while  attending  the
Travclling Expenses. Ascembly met with a promising
reception and may be regarded as having taken a
definite step in advance. In connection with this
question is the further one to reduce the representa-
tion from one in gix to one in four.  The Preshyteries
will pass upon the subject aud will report to the next
General Aaseinbly when probably the Church will be
prepared to take action. In the weantime membiers
of Presbyteries should  give the question their
practical consideration, as one affecting the efliciency
of the Asscilly, and pussibly the present funetiona
exercised by the Synada, The distances to Assewbly
are so long and the expense so great that reduced
representation secms to bie o necessary condition to the
raising of & fund for defraying the expences of Com-
wissioneia. But such payment seems to e necessary
in order to zecure attendance from the distant part- of
the country.

A visitor to the Assembly expressed himself in the
press as impressed with the good business order main-

Comductingthe  tained. which he said compared more
Bustness ofthe  faverably with that ueuadly to le
Assembdly obgerved in the Dominion House of

Commons.  The opinion i3 well-founded and may be
regarded a~ a complimetd, for we are often reminded
by our candid friends that ministers have Lut little of
bu~iness or business methads, and that Preshytery
weetings often discloee the fact. But the General
Asecbly affords an example of taethod and procedare
worthy of the higheat deliberative budy in the land,
Tudeed deliberative and legislative Lealier vwe much
to Preabyterianism in the matters of aystem and
organization —more than may be readily traceable on
the surface, but which has had undaulted connection
with them. The same writer ob crved also a tendency
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to oloquence and verhosity at tho beginning, and a
hurried rush of important questions at the end of the
meeting, such asia too often seen in Parlinment. Tt
is diflicult to amend this practice, for Committees must
get together after the Asgsembly has opened and during
their consideration of the business entrusted to them,
the Sessions are occupied by «peeches on more general
topics and long speeches can gearcely be avoided in
such eircumstances.  But there is no excuse for push-
ing through important reportz with undue haste on
the closing days.  Far better refer to committees with
power, or delay action, than pasa hasty mensures
affecting the interests of the Church. During the last
Session it ia reported there was not & quorum present,
a report which, if true, i< to be deeply regretted, for
while Commissioners from the Atlantic and TPacific
Consta might naturally be exeused from full attend-
ance, those from nearer points ought to see to it that
a sufficient number remained to the end to traneact
the business to be completed, with order and authority.

UNIFORMITY OF PUBLIC WORSHIP.

II‘ was with regret that the General Assembly accepted

the resignation of Rev. Dr. Laing from the Conven-
ership of the Committee on the Uniformity of Public
Worship. For many years Dr. Laing has kept the
subject to the front with patient persistence and moder-
ation and the subject could not have been in more
capable nor more sympathetic hands. Some idea of
what the committee aima at can be gathered from the
recommendations placed by them before the General
Assembly, and believed to meet the wants of the
Church. They are:—

“That tho Ten Commandmenta and the Beatitudes
be read at stated times when deemed for edification.
That where desired and judged by the Session to be
for edification, the audible repitition of the Lord's
Prayer ord of the Aposle’s Creed by the people bhe
approved ; That the committee be re-appointed and
instructed to revise the Westminster Directory with a
view to adapting it to the circumstances and wants of
the present day, and to prepare model services, which
may serve as guides to be used at ordination services,
in the administration of the Sacraments, the solemniza-
tion of marriage, and the hurial of the dead ; That the
committee be appointed to prepare a service book suit-
able for conducting public worship in new sett!ements
and other places destitute of a zettled ministry, if they
find any general desire expressed therefore.”

These recommendations the General Assembly
adopted, and a Committee, with the Rev. Prof. Ross
as Convener, was appointed to prepare a Directory of
Public Worship on the lines here anggested and to
report at the next General Aseembily.  Congregations,
Seasions and Preshyteries will thus know what is heing
done in this important matter and ought to be pre-
pared with suggestiona in good time, not **after the
cvent,” ag occarionally happens.

THE GINERAL ASSEMBLY AS A COURT OF
APPEAL.

P E only important case of appeal that came up at

the late General Assembly was the one regarding
the location of a recently organized church in the
Preshivtery of Toronto.  As uaual it was referred ten
judicial Committee for careful consideration and rep r .
This committee found itzelf equally divided ou the
merita of the question and it was fand necessary to
hear the ease inthelspen Aecembly, and practically the
whole of what ought to have Leee the Just day of the
Scasion had to be given up t ter of very minor

importance at the expense of all the business that still
remained to be done.

The case was heard patiently enough though all
speakers wero necesearily briefer than they would have
liked to he, but one could not help feeling that the case
was one of a kind on which the time of the Assembly
should never have to be spent.

‘There will be naturally some difference of opinion
nsto the remedy, but there are several courses possible.
Ono course would be to make the Synod’s decision
final in all cases that do not invelve questions of doe-
trine or affect the constitution of the Church. These
must necessarily be reserved, but in other cases the
Synod is really in a better position to give the time
and thought necessary to a proper understanding of
the facts than the Assembly. Any one of the Synods
is large enough to furnish an impartial court and
further right of appeal only prolongs litigation without
any corresponding advantage. Litigation must end
somewhere, and it may as well end with the Synod a3
with the Assembly.

Should it, nevertheless, be thought desirable to
retain the right of appeal to the Assembly, or to some
body representing the Assembly, it would be far more
satisfactory to have some rule as to the constitution of
the Committes or bench of judges by which the matter
should be tried. As a Court of Appeal the General
Assembly corresponds to the House of Lords or the
Privy Council, in which all matters are really disposed
of by a Judicial Committee the constitution of which
is known and whose report is final. Decision by the
Assembly as a whole is little better than mob law, and
should appeals ever become at all numerous the hear-
ing of them would become utterly intolerable. Of
course the best thing would be the cultivation and
practice of such a spirit in the Church as would pre-
vent the outbreak of disputes at all.

CHURCH STATISTICE.

NO report will be used more for reference during the
vear, nor will bear closer study than the statis-
tical report prepared by the Moderator Rev. Dr.
Torrance. A few items therefrom will be valuable to
such of our readers as do not obtain the Blue Book.

The average payment to stipend hy congregation
alone per family was 88.07, a decrease of 44 cents ; and
per communicant for the same purpose was $4.44, an
increase of 1 cent.

The contributions per family for strictly congrega-
tional purposea was $17.01 a decrease of 2 cents ; and
per communicant §3.81, a decrease of - centa.

For the Schemes of the Chureh each family paid on
an average, §3.04, an increase of 20 cents; and cach
communicant §1.57, an increase of 10 cents.

YFor all purposes the average family contribution
was 21.35, an increaze of 40 cents, and each communi-
cant gave at the rate of 211,08, an increase of 18 cents,

Tn the entire period of twenty-three years covered
by reports there were only three in which there were
decreases of income on preceding years, and the
amount of these waa 8119.313. The aggregate of the
increase alone was £1,306,942, or including the year of
this report, §1,385.645. There were only seven years
in which the increases were larger, and none of these
was since 1589, God has been extending the houn-
daries of the Church all this time, increasing her
membership. granting ovutward peace and prosperity,
and drawing in as revenue to IHis Kingdom from the
enlarging rosources He has heen opening.

In the tour Synods of the Maritime Provinces,
Montreal and Ottawa, Toronto and Kingston, with the
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exceplion of Algoma, a Mission Presbytery and
Hamilton and London, in which the reports of Mission
Stations have been kept apart from those of churches
and stations enjoying pastoral supply, there were 387
stationg, an incerease of 81 on the provious year ; 30,474
gittings, S.749 of an increase; 5,746 families, 1,355 of
an increase; 2,002 single persons, 618 of an increase,
and 5,818 communicants, a decrease of 25,

The communicants added during the year were
288 on their awn profession, and 121 on certifieate, in
all A0, Those removed were 60 by death, 117 by
certificate, and 47 without certificate, or a total of 224,
Baptism was administered to 310 infants and 38 adults,

The number of Ruling Elders, 212, had decreased
by 19, and other office-bearers, 166, hy -0,

In the attendance at weekly prayer meetings, 2,137,
there was a decrease of 4415 in Sabbath School and
Bible class, 1,036, a decrease or 320, aud those
engaged in Sabhath school work, 548, of 81,

Missionary associations numbered 13, an increase
of 6; Women's Foreign Missionary Societies, 10, a
decvease of 13; Christinn Endeavor Societiea, 33, n
decrease of 1; Young People’s Societies. 7, an increase
of -4, and membership in these, 574, a decrease of 310.

There were 10 manses and 2 rented houses; 4
churches and 1 manse were built during the year.

226,552 werereceived from all sources for the supply
of ordinances, and 820,637 were raised by the stations
themselves ; 8948 are reported as arrears ; 83,666 were
paid for Churches and manses: 84,441 for other
incidental objects, and 28,764 for all purposes strictly
connected with the stations; 828,764 were raised from
all sources for them, and 811,612 by mortgage or other
securities.

The contributions to the Schemes of the Church
amounted to §1,845, of which $§107 were for colleges
ordinary, special 817 ; 8659 for Home Missions ; 8166
for Augmentation; 8130 for French Evangelization ;
2370 for Foreign Missions by the stations themselves,
and 8166 by Woman’s Forcign Missionary Societies;
861 for Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund; §48 for
Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund; and 819 for Aszembly
Fund, with §72 not distributed.

814 of the amount for Schemes was raised by Sab-
bath School and Bible Class ; 31 by Christian Endea-
vor or Young Pcople’s Societies; €22 for Home Mis-
sions Fund, by Home Miagion, Christian Endeavor,
Young People’s and kindred sacieties; £110 for Synad
and Presbytery Fund; £4S0 for other religious and
benevolent objects, and 31,597 for all purposes, includ-
ing some amounts not distributed, o . for example,
8395 in Presbytery of Peterborough,

These figures are suggestive. While they prove
that the Church is advarcing, making progress in
many directions, they also prove the need of vigilance
and renewed activity in the home work. The Sabbath
School, the prayer meetling and the family altar
require the attention of the ministry if they are to
maintain their place and influence as agencies in the
Master’s work.

GAMBLING AND ITS EVILS,

STRONG ground is taken by the United Presbyterian
Church of Scotland against “ Gambling” in a
scries of leaflets recently issued. The Synod of the
Church gave prominence to the following resolution
placed upon its records last month: *

“The Synod deplores the wide prevalence of
gambling, betting, and raflling; calls the attention of
Scssions and ministers tu the existing law anent

lotteries ; counsels the members to avoid any action
which would either conflict with the letter or the spirit
of this law, or afford countenance to the gambling
spirit in any form § in particular, strongly reconumends
them to abstain from the peactice of raflling at church
or other bazaars 3 instructs Presbyteries to give special
attention to any manifestation of the gambling spirit
in their respective districts; fnstruets ministers, in
teaching, to call attention to the evils of gambling;
and agrees to print and circulate ameng the congrega-
tions the report of the Committee on gambling, betting,
and rafMling”

Canadians will aympathize with the efforts put forth
by a sister chureh againet thiz ovil, and will watch
with interest the progres2 of a campaign so vigorously
begun.  Rev. Profescor Marens Dads, DD, ina recent
magazine article lashes the habit.

He argues that the passion for gambling springs
(1) from the craving for exeitement and (2) from the
desire to make meney without toil.  Tle then goes on
to show that betting i< (1Y ungentlemanly, and quotes
the words of the late Charles Kingsloy: * Betting is
wrong. because it i3 wrong to take your neighbor's
money without giving him something in return.” (2)
Tt spoils sport,—=port itself ceases to he of interest to
the man who has staked a large amount upon the
issue. *‘Hence there gather round all our favorite
pastimes crowds of Hl-cowlitioned loafers, who have
little or no knowledge of the game, and who are
unable to admire play ior its own sake.” (3) Tt is
foolish.  “Tuo faney that we shall be exceptions, and
win where others have lost, that we shal' be the lucky
ones among the thousand unlucky, is a folly to which
we are lialle, but it is none the less a foliv.” (D Tt
i3 productive of erime. =Tt is the unanimous verdiet
of chaplains and governors of prisons that the great
proportion of theze erimea [of theft and embezzlement)
are the result of betting.™

In conelusion he says—

“ Betting runz directly counter to the most rudi-
mentary ideas of what is due to suciely and to vur-
selves as members of society. For, fundamental to
the idea of society is the Jaw that every one who
enjoys its advuntages should contribute to its well-
being.  The man who wins money without producing
money's worth . . . bansgres<es this radieal law, and
hecomes & mere parasite on the bhody of the society of
which he onght to be a helpful member.”

STATED COLLECTIONS.

HE stated collections for the current church year,
for the Schemea of the Church, in congregations

in which there are no missionary as<ociations will be
made as [ollows by arder of the General Assembly :—

1. French Evangelization. on the fourth Sabbath of
July.

3. Home Missions, on the fourth Sabbath of August.

3. Colleges, on the fourth Sabbath of September.

4. Ministers’ Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund, third
Sabbath of October.

5. Assembly Fund, on the third Sabbath of
December.

6. Manitobn College, on the third Sabbath of
December,

7. Augmentation Fund, third Sabbath, of January,
1899,

8. Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund, third Sabbath
of February, 1599,

9. Foreign Missions, socond Sabbath of March,
18%.
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Reminiscences of a Scottish
Country Parish.

BY AN OCTOGENARIAN.

X.—S7ATE oF RELIGION AND Monars.—(Continued )
Fur the lieview.

As  to religious knowledge, the Preshyterian
people in the Parish were generally fairly well
instructed in the Shorter and Mother's Catechiams and
in the histories of the Old and New Testaments.  We
had our knowledge in that matter from our frequent
appearances, along with the people of the distriet
where we resided, at the periodic diets of catechizing,
when old and young lmd‘ in their turn to stand up
and be examined on their knowledge of divine things,
At such times the parishioners answered fairly well
the questions put to them, although much ignorance
did sometimes appear on the |‘mrt of some, and our
young minister was not the kindest or most patient of
examiners.

These diets of catechising, or * examina™ as the
were called, were great institutions and many tradi-
tions of the strange answers given on such oceasions
were among the memorabilia of each minister's incum-
beney. Nothing very remarkable took place in our
experience; but we remember hearing of a rather
amusing example of an answer by an clderly female
who generally ‘»ccnme somewhat mixed in her answers
to the questions in the Shorter Catechism, and who
used, if possible, to slip out when the minister’s back
was turned. The place of meeting was a farmer's
barn, where there was no window, the only light at
any time coming in at the open door. Janet had
humbly taken her seat on thz doorstep, purposing to
make her escape ns early as possible, Her habit was
known to the minister, and, so, turning to her, he
asked, What iz asacrament? Somewhat confused and
doubtless taken aback by the unexpected turn of
affairs, she said: A Sacrament, sir, 13 a means of
graco, justitication, adoption, and sanctification, where-
by a sinner out of a true sense of his sin, doth reat in
his grave till the resurrection.

Up to 1836 there was no Sabbath school in our
parish, but one had been opened in the neighboring
mrish about a year before, to which we were sent,

t met in a very primitive school house and wa« con-
ducted by three of the neighboring farmers. They
were plain unlettered men, but men whose hearts had
been touched by divine grace, and who were anxious
to do what they could for the spiritual benefit of the
young in their vicinity, and whose prayers and teach-
Ing remain as a blessed memory with us still.  As
goon as a Sabbath school was opened in our own
church we began to attend and continued to do so
until we entered College.

When the Sabbath School was started in the Parish
Church it happened that there were two  probationers
residing in the parish as tutors in gentlemen’s fanilies,
and they at onee gave their assistance, the one taking
the class of the bigger boys and the other the girls,
The classes met in the church in the square or table
seats, which were found very convenient for teaching,
Of course the Shorter Catechism was taught, hut in
addition there was introduced a series of Tatechisms
prepared in Edinburgh by Lyall and TInglis, which
roved very helpful to a hetter understanding of
divine truth.

As regarda the general morals of the Parish, while
a8 & whole the people might be enid to be a moral
people, erime being almost unknown, there were things
n which the condition of affaira here as in the whuale
surrounding  district was  far from satisfactory,
Breaches of the Seventh Commandment were far too
common and while the church took diligent cognis
ance of the offenders, the sin had become 40 cotimon
that it ceazed to be a disgree to those whe were guilty
of it.  There was much in the habits of the time, such
as the mingling of the sexea in the work of the farm,
especially of the harvest field, which tended to a lax
morality.  Nor was the sin confined to the elass of
furin servants but included the families of the out-
wardly resjectable and well-to-do farmers,

Total abatinence and the temperance movement had
not been heard of at the time at which we are writing.
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There was, it must be acknowledged, a good deal of
drinking then, but not much habitual drunkenness,
The practice of treating was universal. The bottle was
aon the table at all times for the entertainment of
neighbors or visiter 3 who might eall, and the tumbler
of toddy after dinner was considered part of the dinner
itself, Tt is well known that the clergy were not far
from the imputation of indulging sometimes, We
remoember in one of the trials beforo a certain Presby-
tery of a minister accused of drunkenness, when the
(uestion was asken at one of the witnesses, known as
one of his boon companions,  Did you ever see the

winister drunk?” *‘Me see him drunk! Na, na,
long or he's half sinket, T am blin® fu’.”
Crimes were rare and lawsuits unknown. Differ.

ences  did oceasionally arige between friends and
neighbora; but they were exhorted to make up thier
differences and they generally did so before the next
Communion,

Altogether on looking back over the state of Religion
and Morals in the Parish sixty or seventy years ago,
while their were certain things that were not as they
should be, the people were a decent church-goin
and industrious race, minding their own business anﬁ
u}) to their light striving to do their duty to their
Maker and to their followmen.

Joseph Smith and the Book of
Mormon.

BY REV. GEORGE SEXTON, M.\,
For the Revies.

LL.D.

IL

Having reached home with his myvsterious burden
the prophet proceeded very naturally to inspect the
plates, when he discovered that the mysterious hiero-
glyphics inscribed therecon were quite beyond his
power to decipher. The language was Egyptian, and
a3 has been stated Smith’s cducation was of a very
Yimited character, and he could hardly be expected to
be able to read and translate a tongue with which only
& few scholars were acquainted. This threatened to
become an insurmountable difliculty, but it was soon
overcome. There had been found with the plates a
curious instrument called the Urim and Thummim—
of which more will be told later on—which consisted
of ** two transparent stones, clear as crystal, set in two
rima of a bow,” and this supplied what was lacking in
education.  On looking through thia instrument,
Seyptian became as plain and simple as English, so
by this means the prophet was enabled to read and
translate the recor(‘s. A language unkwown to him,
or for that matter to any one else, could be easily
understood by the aid of these m-gic eve-glasses. It
seems a pity that a magic pen was not provided also,
o 28 to render unnceessary the employment, of what
in this case must have been very objectionable, an
amanuensgis.  Whether Smith could write or not T am
unable to say, certain it is that he did not ; but sitting
hehind a curtain, out of sight of the serihie he pretended
to translate from the plates, whilst the amanuensis on
the other side of the screen took down his words,  And
this we are told was the origin of the book of Mormon
—uwith how much truth we shall see hereafter—first
published in 1830,

Ttis difticult to imagine a sillier or more improballe
tale thar this cack-and-bull story of the origin of the
pretended new Revelation.  The improbabilities in it
—to say nothing of the palpable contradictions—are
so great that one wonders how any man in his sober
senses could have ever received it in any other spirit
than that of laughter and redicule. For, upon what
evidence are we asked to helieve that those plates had
any existence outside the imagination of the concoctor
of the puerile story?  Naturally one would enquire
regarding their present loeality.  Are they open to
inspection to-day in any part of the habitable glohe?
Alas! No, thev are to he found nowhere on the face of
the earth.  They have completely vanished from
wmong men and to seek for them would be about ag
successiul a tusk as tho search for the famous Lamp of
Aladdin or the invisible coat worn by a celebrated hero
of the nursery. No one ever saw these plates but
Juzeph Swith, and the entire incredible story therc-
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fore rests upon hia bare and unsupported ipsc aradt,
He did not even allow his amanuensis o sight of them,
but, as has been stated, kept them and himself hidden
behind a curtain, whilst the pretended translation was
being made.

It is asserted, however, that three men besides
Smith did see the plates, and have testified to the fact
in the preface to the Book of Mormon. Now, if even
this were so it would furnish but very mengre ovidence
in support of so highly improbable a stery as that told
by Smith, especially if the witnesses in question were
interested persons, a« they were in this cagse. But even
these three do not profess to have seen the real plates,
but simply visionary ones as their testimony will show,

1t is ag follows :—

“ Be it known to all people, nations, kindreds, nand
tongues, unto whom this work shall come, that we,
through tho grace of God the Father, and our Lord
Jesus Christ, have seen the plates which contain this
record, which is a record of the people of Jared, who
came from the tower of which hath beenspaken, and we
also know that they have heen translated by the gift and
power of God, for His voice hath declared it to us,
wherefore we know of asurety that the work is true, and
wo do testify that we have seen the engravings that are
upoen the plates, and they have been shown to us by
the power of GGod, and not of men; and we declare,
with words of goberness, that an angel of God came
down from heaven, and he brought and laid before our
eyes; that we beheld and saw the plates, and the en-
gravings thereon, and we know that it is, by the grace
of God the Father, and by our Lord Jesus Christ, that
we-heheld, and bear record, that these things are true,
and it is marvellous in our eyes. Nevertheless, the
voice of the Lord commanded us that we should bhear
record of it, wherefore to be obedient unto the com-
mandments of God, we bear testimony of these things,
and we know that if we are faithful in Christ we shall
rid our garments of the blood of all men. and be found
spotless before the judgment seat of Christ, and shall
dwell with him eternally in the heavens.”

This is the testimony of Sidney Rigdon, Oliver
Cowdery and Martin Harris, three of the {riends of
Smith, and all of whom were Apostles in the Mormon
Church. But what is their statement worth ? It was
not the actual plates from which a translation of the
Book of Mormon had been professedly made that they
saw but a vision of some plates which an angel
brought from heaven. Surely the force of folly could
no further go. It would have simplified matters con-
siderably had the prophet favored them with a sight
of the real substantial plates that he is said to have
had in his possession and thus have rendered unneces-
sary this imaginary vision.

But even if these men, or a hundred others whose
educational acquivements were as limited as theirs,
had really ccon the plates it would afford not a
scintilla of evidence in faver of the theory put ferward,
or the truthfulness of the statements made by Joseph
Smith. For it must be remembered that the language
inseribed on the plates wag Egyptian, not a single
character of which they could decipher, and thus it
would be quite impossible for them to tell whether
the alleged translation bore any sort of resemblance to
the original.  They might have been told by Smith
that the curious marks before them were Egyptian
lettera, and for all that there might have been no
language whatever in the case.  The whole thing
would still resolve itsell into a  question of the
prophet’s veracity—and sanity. It has heen often
stated hy Latter Day Saints that a copy of the plates,
or of the language mnseribed on them, was submitted
to several cminent scholars who admitted their
inability to read it. If this were so it would militate
considerably against the truth of Smith's statement,
by shewing that the so-called Egyptian writing con-
sisted of meaningless serawls. But it is more than
doubtful whether any person ever got a glimpse of
even a copy of the writing. I have myself known of
a Iarge sum of money being offered for a sight of the
plates or even a transeript of them but the offer has
never been aceepted.  The whole childish atory may
be relegated to the claas of the adventures of the
celebrated Baron Munchausen.

The utter usclessness of the plates in any case must
be apparent to every one who will hestow a momen 's

thought upon the subject. Smith could not vead the
language ineeribed upon thew, therefore intranslating
he had to rely upon supernatural aid.  And the same
apiritual communication as to their contents could
have been made to him, had there beon no plates in
the case.  Clearly, therefore, to say the least of it they
were superfluous.  Had the digscovery been made by a
scholar acquainted with the language the discovery
might have proved valuable, but an Egyptian record
was of no more wility to the Mormon prophet, than a
table of logarithms to & Chimpanzee.

The Bible in the Chinese Palace.

BY THOMAR J. N, GATRELL,

In November, 1894, the Fmpress Dowager of China,
was presented with a beautiful copy of the New Testa-
ment by the Christian women of China, the oceasion
being the sixtieth anniversary of her birthday.

Almost immediately afterward o copy of the Bible
wag purchased from the ageney of the American Bible
Society for the Emperor, by hig order.  Tho announce-
ment of the fact was hailed with joy by Christians the
world over, and special prayers were offered that his
In.perinl Mgjesty might be led through ita pages to
know God and HisSon Jezus Christ.  But for more than
three years joching has been heard to indicate that the
Bible has changed cither his fuith or his policy.

At the beginuing ot January of this year, an oflicinl’s
servant eame to the American Bible Society's Agency
with a written request for a copy of the ** Complete New
Teatament.,”  He gaid that it was for his master who
wadg a eunuch in the Emperor's service. He wag fol-
lowed a fow days later by a eunuch who asked if we
conld procure for him rome books from Shanghai. Ho
was intformed that we could, and he left, saying that we
would in a few days receive & list of what was wanted.
The list was brought to the Agency on the 24th inst.

It was surmised from the form of the expressions
uzed in the order fur their purchase, that the hooks
were ordered by the Emperor, and, when agked, the
messenger admitted that such was the case.

The list contained the tities of one hundred and sixty-
three books, covering almost the whole realm of human
knowledge, ** Commentaries on the Gospels of Mark and
Luke,” “Aids to the Understanding of the Bible,”
“The Life ol Christ,” **Stories of Solomon, David,
Joseph, Moses, Ruth, Esther and Daniel,” *¢ Biblical
Concordance,” ** Family Prayer,” the stories of the
conversion to Christianity of ** Augustine,” ** Neesi-
ma,” and others; ** The Story of How Christianity was
Introduced into England,” *¢ Aucient Religione and
Philozophies,” ** Natural Theology,” ** Western Edu-
cation,” ** China and Her Neighbors,” ** Tnternational
Law,” - Political Economy,™ ** Histories of lingland
and  Russia,”  ** Universal History,” ** Physics,”
= Chemistry,” **Botany.™ * Hygiene,” * Mathematics,”
* Mineralogy,”  ** Astronomy,”™  * Zoology™ ¢ (ico-
graphy,”™ = Physiology,” * Materia Medica.” - Agri-
culture " and ** Photography.”

When came the Emperor’s knowledge of these
hooks? Probably through Prince Kung, the Emperor's
uncle, who had been at the head of the Foreign Oftice
for so long, and who has had much intercourse with
forcigners, including issionaries and educators, as
well as members of the diplomatie body.

Prince Kung, on account of his relationship and high
position, could readily bring such a list of hooks to the
notice of His Majesty, while an official of lower rank,
even it he were anxtous to do 20, would he hindered
by those in authority above him.

What was the immediate oecasion of hisdoing so can
only he surmised.  But inasinuch ag it has been under-
atood that he ig, if not opposed, at least indifferent to
Christinuity, it is possible that the Emperor first made
inquiries with regard to the subject. However this
may be, one thing is clear, and that is, that it is our
duty tolook with thankful hearts to GGod for this mani-
featation of an awakening upon the part of the ruler of
this great Empire. and to vray that, by means of these
books, God may be revealed to him, and that he muy
be led to see that in the spread of the Gogpel lies the
only road to salvation for him and for Ki(; people,
whether it be from sin and su,:erstition, or {rom
political and commercial ruin. —The Independent,
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UNDER THE EVENING LANP.

Y LIGHTEN OUR DARKNESS"
DY FLOKENCK XVELYN PRATT

The mooolight o'er the quiss oountry falle;
Thy sleeping world, O Father, waits on Thes,
Bhore uato shore fn {ulliog cudence oalls,
Leat folds on leaf in every brooding sree.

How shinee Thy glory on the dreaming sea,
Whose mighty waters bush as Thy command |
Yet there be lakes which never smile on Thes,
Though cradled in the hollow of Thy hand.
Through the eols bruthln, of the broouing night,
Comes the low benison of Thy people's prayers,
Yet shere be some who shun Thy kindly lighs,
Nor sell Thee of their comtorie and their cares.

Shine forth, O Lord, on sirayed and folded sheep ;
On willa reluctant or devoted, move,

Eolightsn those, these in Thy brightness keep,
Till she whole world reflects Thy glorious love |

MADEMOISELLE.

¢t 1 am afraid that she will take it very badly,” said
Miss Mattie. ¢ She has had it all to herself for the last
fifteen years, you know, and she is very fond of the
work."

“Fond? " said Dr. Simpson, as if the word were
one undreamt-of in his vocabulary. * Fond, Miss Mat-
tie? It surprises me that you can allow a consideration
of that kund to influence you when the advantages of my
plan are so obvious. Why, the music is getting worse
and worse. The old lady, good soul, has no time to
practice, and even if she had she lacks the ability to
provide music such as this place "—he looked round the
little church with a sweeping glance of pride and affec-
tion—** is expected to provide. No, no; Mademoiselle
must go, and Miss Moffat will take her place very satis-
tactorily, 1 am sure, Perhaps we will pension the old
lady. 1 think it is very likely, indeed, that we will do
s0. Is there anything more? "

Miss Mattie shook her head and went slowly out,
waiting at the gate while the ductor locked the church
door.
s¢ Who will tell her ? "' she asked, when he had joined
her again.

“ Well, we were hopi‘t;& that you would undertake
the task, Miss Mattie. ould you be so kind ?”

The doctor rubbed his fine hands and smiled at her
—a gentle, comfortable little smile peculiarly his own.
But Miss Mattie did not smile, Instead she bridled in
a most unwanted manner, and her hand-bag rattled with
an 1irritable movement that showed its owner's humour
more plainly than words could do.

* Well, then, I'll just go round there now,"” she said,
shortly, turning on her hee! as she spoke.

“ Ah, do. Many thanks, Miss Mattie. I know you
will do the work well—you always do the work well.
Pray, give the lady my regards.”

Dr. Simpson, an excellent medico and a still more
excellent man, in‘his own way, was the church secre-
tary. Possessed .of ample means, he had practically
built the church himself, and was, as everybody knew,
““good” for any amount in the matter of support.
That he Joved the kirk no one denied, but that he had
the sole right to manage her was another matter. And
yet he did manage her, and his hand, for all its kindness,
was sometimes a heavy one, as hands are apt to be
when they undertake too much. Now, the service of
praise, as conducted at the little church at Sicanay, was
simple and devotional enough, but no one could deny
that the organ might have been better played and more
** spirit ” put into the hymns and psalms. Dr. Simpson
had long set his heart on a change, and now that the
opportunity occurred he could not relinquish his plans,
even though many members of the congregation did not
favour them. Miss Moffat was a relative of the minis-
ter's, and though she had but newly come to the village
was well known as an accomplished musician and a
specialist on the subject of church music. But old Dora
had held the post of organist for so many years, and
had faboured so faithfully, without fee or reward, during
all that time, that she had become to the people u per-
sonality almost as central and necessary as the minister
himself. Miss Mattie Mearns would have wished to see
the services improved, but she was sorry for Dora's

sake that the change was to be made, for perhaps she
alone knew what the organ meant to her. She moved
on to the cottage now as grim and unbending as ever,
and though she would rather nave faced an invading
army than the duty that was before her, she went on
unwaveringly, with the pitiless self-forgetfulness of a
woman who long had thought of others before herself,
and when she came to Mademoiselle's cottage she
stepped up through the little garden and gave three
brisk rat-tats at the door.

It was opened instantly, and Dora herself appeared,
white-haired, white-skinned, with her black eyes gleam.
ing with pleasure, and threw the door wide open for her
visitor to enter.

“ Miss Mattie [—always welcome ! " she said, with
a courtly little bow. ** You haf not been for some time,
and 1 haf felt sad, for fear that | offence had given you
some day.”

“Tuts!"” said Miss Mattie, “that is too silly,
mam’selle. Nobody can offend me. They can try, of
course, but it don't take. Busy? "

She looked round the tiny room as she spoke and
through into the equally tiny kitchen, where, close to
the fire, the table was already set for tea, Dora’s tidi-
ness and daintiness were proverbial, and everything was
in the pink of perlection. Beside the window stood the
table at which for thirty odd years the little French-
woman had sat at her lace-making alone, but not lonely,
she said, while the church could be seen from the win-
dow and the organ was waiting for her when the work
of the day was done. Just now the mammoth cushion,
with its innum¢rable pins, stood idle, with some fine
strands of lace wound in and around the patterned maze,

“Not too busy,” replied Dora, running her fingers
almost affectionately over a heap of creamy lace at her
side, “ But I need not to work hard, A leetle money
keeps me for a long time, and when [ die I take not any
with me. Will you honour me by taking tea? I haf
all ready to the moment."”

She led the way into the kitchen, and proceeded to
lay another cup and saucer, and add some more tea to
that already infused.

“1 see,” she said, shaking her finger playfully, *that
you are sad heart to-day. You haf trouble in your
mind, Mees Mearns, and you haf come to me for conso-
lation. Yes, yes, you haf come to me for consolation,
and ver' happy am I to haf the ableness to console you."”

Her tone was so sympathetic and the inappositeness
of her conclusion so unfortunate that Miss Mattje spilt
some of the tea over her sleeve out of sheer nervousness,
and was right glad that she did so, tor it helped her
over a very awkward moment.

*“Dratit; it's all the fault of these tea-cups of yours,
Dora, I never can get my fingers round the handles of
'em. How long have you had this set? There ain’t
any of 'em broken, are there?”

Dora’s face suddenly grew pensive.

“1 haf had them,” she said with a half-sigh, ** for all
my life. They were my mother’s. They would cost a
ver' great deal to buy now—a leetle fortune, they say.”

‘“ And who'll youleave’em to? " asked Miss Mattie,
absently, for she was wondering how best she could
execute her unlovely mission.

Mademoiselle laughed—a protesting, shy little laugh,
as if that were a secret all her own, But the next
moment she leaned forward and put one white, wrinkled
hand on Miss Mearn's lap.

“1 have left them,” she said, proudly, “ to the
organ.”

‘¢ Oh, you have left them to the organ, have you?"

* Qui—so. To haf it cleaned and tuned and cared
for all its life. It needs tuning more often, Mees
Mearns, as it grows more old.”

Miss Mattie shifted uaeasily.

* Ain't they thinking of doing that now? ” she asked.

‘1 believe they are, Indeed, the organ is ver’ popu-
lar just now. Everybody speaks to me ver’ much of it,
and Mees Moffat, who honoured me with herself yester-
day, says it could be made to sound ver' well—if—"

She hesitated and looked into the fire, with an
;xpression half-anxious, half-perplexed, clouding her

ace.

“1f she played it, | suppose,” said Miss Mattie,
bluntly. But she had scarcely spoken before she
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regretted her haste, for the white face in front of her
turned to marble in its immobile stillness,

““She did not say so,” murmured Dora, *but at
times I haf thought—I haf thought that it was wished
so—and pechaps it is best. I am an old woman now,
too old to play well; but I did haf hopes—ah!*'—she
put down her cup, her hand shaking so that she could
not hold it—*‘I did haf hopes that it would not be till
after that I was gone. Surely I cannot be a long time
in dying, for I am already 50 old.”

Miss Mearns threw back her bonnet-strings, as if the
room had grown too warm for her.

* Now, doa't take on ubout it, Dora—-"

“Then it is true!" cried Dora, interrupting her,
with clasped hands, and with the tears gathering and
talling unhindered down hercheeks. *“Itis true! And
that is what you hat come for to tell me. Ah, yes, I see
it in your face. You have a kind heart, and you were
sad for me. Well, sairtainly I shall die soon now."”

She leaned back in her chair and dried her eyes, and
then, unheeding Miss Mattie's efforts to comfort her—
appeating, indeed, as if she neither heard nor saw her
—she mechanically began to put away the tea things,
and when that was done went back to her lace-work
without having uttered another word. It was not rude-
ness, intentional or otherwise, Miss Mattie knew, It
was absorption, immersion. The sense of bereavement
had eclipsed all others for a time, so that though life
remained she was like one deaf and dumb and
speechless.

After fruitless endeavours to secure her attention,
Miss Mattie withdrew, patting her gently on the shoulder
asshe wentout. A less kindly or more impulsive woman
would have kissed her, perhaps, but to Dora just then
nothing mattered—this, that, or anything—and long
after Miss Mattie had left her she still sat there, a
shrunken, solitary figure, watching the fading light
with wide-open, tearless eyes, and with hands folded
over the heap of filmy lace,

(Continued next week.)

THE HOME CIRCLE.

THE ISLE OF LONG AGO.

O, a wonderful stream is the river Time,
At it runs thro’ the realm of tears,
With a faultless rhythm and & musical rhyme,
Aud a boundless aweep and a surge sublime,
Av it blends with the Ocean of Yeara.

How the winters are drifting, like fiakes of snow,
Aund the summers, like buds botween;
Aaud the year in the sheaf—so they come and they go
Qa the . .ver's breaat, with its ebb and Hiow,
Ag it glides in the ahadow and sheen.

There’s a magical isle up the river of Time,
Where the softeat of airs are playing ;
There’s a cloudless sky and a tropical clime,
Aud a s0Dg as swoet a8 a vesper chime,
Aund the Junes with the roses are ataying.

And the name of that Isle is the Long Ago,
And we bury our treasures there;
There are brows of beauty and bosotne of snow —
There are heaps of dast—but we loved them so!
There atre trinkets and ressss of hair ;

Taere are fragmenta of song that nobody singe,
And a part of an infant's prayer;
There's a lute unswept, and a harp without stringe
There are broken vows aud pieces of rinyy,
And the garments that sho used to wear.

There are hauds that are waved, when the fairy shore
By the mirage is lifted in air;
And we sometimes hear, thro' the turbulent roar,
Sweet voices we heard in the days gone before,
When the wind dowa the river is fair,

O, remembered for aye be the blessed Iele,

All the day of our life till night,—
When the evening comes with its beautiful smile,
And our eyes are closing to slumber awhile,

May that *¢* Greenwood ” of Soul be in sight.

—Benjamin F. Taylor.

The true test of a sailing craft is its ability to keep
the sea in bad weather. Many small boats are unable to
endure such an ordeal, The true test of a Christian soul iy

a similarone, It must be able to stand rough tossing on
life's ocean. There are altogether too many fair-weather
Christians, the kind, for example, who venture out to
prayer meeting only when zephyrs blow and the sky is
serene. But sometimes Galilee rougliens, when the
Master is to be sought not in quiet harbors, but out up-
on the surges. The soul that has the hardihood to brave
the worst of natural or spiritual weather is the spirit that
God honors, to which comes the consolation of final and
complete peace.—Nezw York Observer.

HOW A PREACHER (HAD TO PAY FOR THE LENGTH
OF HIS SERMON.

The ways of the cabby are past comprehension, and
the driver of the hansom in London is not different trom
his brothers of the jinrikisha in Japan, says IHarper's
Round Tulle,

One of the latest and most amusing tales concerning
the noble band of drivers come from a little fishing
village in the north of Scotland, The chapel of this
queer and sparsely populated town depended entirely
tor its supply on the occasional help of the clergy in
neighboring towns. [t so happened that upon a certain
very rainy Sunday a new clergyman from the town of
S—volunteered to conduct services in the lhittle chapel
and in order to get there he engaged a vehicle which the
English know as a ** fly,"” in which through the pouring
rain he was driven across the country to the chapel,
Upon his arrival he found no one at hand, not even a
sexton to toll the bell to summon the natives, so he took
it upon himself to pull the rope, leaving the cabby
meanwhile outside in the wet. Fora long time nobody
arrived, but finally one solitary individual did appear,
and sat down in a pew nearest the door.

The clergyman then donned his surplice and began
the service. When this was ended he observed that
inasmuch as there was but one member of the congreg-
ation he thought it would be well to dispense with the
sermon.

“ Oh, no, sir. Please go on with the sermon.”

+ When half way through he expressed the fear that
perhaps he was tiring his listener, and was much grati-
fied to learn from his own lips that such was not the
case,

I should be glad to listen to you for hours, sir,”
he said, and so the sermon ran on to an hour in length,
and finally the service was concluded.

The preacher then expressed a desire to shake hands
with so flattering an auditor. And then the trick came
out—a trick which the clergyman’s nearsightedness
had prevented him from seeing at once.

His listener was none other than the driver of the
*fly,” who was all the time charging him so much an
hour for the use of the vehicle !

The munister did not even have the consolation of
getting even by ordering a collection.

A HOME PRESERVED.

A father and mother had died and left an only daugh-
terina large and most home like house. With an intense
longing to remain in the dwelling so dear to her, this
daughter began to wonder how to readjust her life,
s without selfishly keeping the dear home all to herself.”
Providentially a physician told her of a lady who would
be greatly benefitted if some one in the suburbs could
invite her away from the heat and noise of the business
section for a two weeks' rest, a change which would
involve no long journey by rail. An invitation was
immediately extended, and 1n the two years since then
this lady has received as guests home and foreign mission-
aries, Salvation Army and other Christian workers,
trained nurses and young business women, besides
adopting a little German orphan in whom her mother
was much interested.

¢ Itis simply making such use of their home as would
gratify my parents,” she recently said to me, adding,
** Adjectives are nmusplaced in its mention, since the
people who need mc arc those 1 most need.”

There was no closing of doors from a morbid, selfish
grief, and the home is all the dearer since making it a
haven of rest to guests of the character described.—
Congregationalist,

)
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The General Assembly.
Continued,

On Monday of last week, the Agsembly dealt with
severnl questions of great importance. 'The overture
from British Columbia, on the re-organization of tho
Howe Mission Comiittec was the subject of an
animated discusgion. The overture, in effect, nsked
that the various Synods should deal with the details
of Home Mission worls ag is at present the case so far as
the Western Synods are concerned, the Committee to
devote itself to the larger question of finding the meon
and money for the entire ficld. The overture was
sent to the Home Mission and Augmentation Com-
wittees for report next year.

In bringing forward the proposed act of incorpora-
tion Mr. Murtimer Clark M.A,, Q.C., explained that
there was no intention to incorporate the Church, as
the danger then might be that it would be brought
more under the control of the civil power. but it was
proposed to incorporate a body of trustees, in which
the property of the Church might be invested. It was
intended to apply to the Legisiatures and Parliament
to incorporate & body to be known as the Board of
‘Trusatees of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, which
would be empowered to receive gitts and conveyances
and to make a legal transfer of them. It was ngrcmi
on Mr. Clark’s motion that the Committee on Legisla-
tion appointed at the last Assembly be re-apponted,
with instructions to obtain such an Act of incorpora-
tion from the various Legislatures and the Dominion
Parliament.

The Moderator named the following to compose the
First Board of Trustees in connection with the pro-
posed incorporation :—Rev. Dr. Warden, Rev. Dr.
McLaren, Rev. Dr. Morrison, W. Mortrmer Clark, Q.C,,
Hamilton Cassels, Hon. Justice Maclennan, and A. R.
Creelmar, Q.C.

AGED AND INFIRM MININTERS' FUND.

Mr. J. K. Macdounld presented the report of the
Weatern Section of the Aged and Infirm Ministers
Fund, and in doing so, he paid an eloquent and
doservedly high tribute to the memory of the late
Rev. Wilhiam iurns, Agent and Secretary of the Fund.

In regard to the **Ordinary Fund,” the report
stated it was a matter calling for congratulation that,
notwithstanding the widespread statements regarding
the rules and the administration of the Fund, congre-
gational contributions are 871271 greater for the
cleven months than for the previous full year. The
Committee was however, brought face to face with o
serious question in regard to the payment of aunuities,
inasmuch as the Church had failed to respond in
making up the adverse balance from the preceding
vear, and there was a shortage in the Fund for the
current cleven months.  After due deliberation, the
Committee felt that it would fail to do justice to the
annuitants it it did not pay them on the modified scale
that has been aeted upon during the last few years,
and decided thereforo to do so, and to go forward to
the Assembly with an increased indebtedness.

81 annuitantz have received more or less benelit
from the Fund during the period covered by the report,
and twenty-two ministera have made application to
connect with the Fund. ‘Ten of these were within the
four-year iimit, and entitled to conneet. The Com-
mittee made the following apecial recommendations —

Firat, That the Exccutive Committeo of the
previous year be continued until the November meet-
g of the tollowing year.

Second. ‘That Rule 6 be repealed and the follow-
ing substituted —"That the rates shall be paid on or
betore the 15th day of January in cach year.™

Rev. Dr. Muore maved a series of resolutions in
regard to the report, which wasadopted.  These reaolu-
tions declared the report received, and expreseed satis-
faction at the faithful way in which the committee had
discharged itx work, and especially recognized the
services of Mr. Macdonald, the Convener; sustained
the action of the committee in paying annunties in full
under the maodified seale, and regretted that it was
tound necessary to incur inereaced indebtedness in
order to do so, and hoped that the deficit would be
made up by liberal contributions from congregations
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in the Church; concurred in the recommendations as
to the ministers who should be allowed to connect with
the fund ; authorized and decided that the rates ahall
be paid on or before January 15th in each year; author-
ized the committee to tnke the necessary stepe for
adjustment of the matter 1 regard to capital account,
and endorsed the expressions of appreciation of the
late secretary.

SPECIAL COMMITTER'S REPORT,

Rev. Dr. McCrac (Convener), reported on behalf of
the Specinl Committee appointed to confer with the
Committee on the Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund
to look into the whole question of the regulations an
administration of the Fund, with a view of inducing a
greater number of the ministers to connect themselves
with it, and of drawing out towards it a larger liber-
ality on the part of the congregations. The Committee
recommended among other things, that the oflice of
Agent and Seeretary be abolished ; but it the event of
the Assembly deciding that a canvass of the congrega-
tions of the Church shall be continued for the purpose
of bringing the endowment up to the minimum of
$200,000, o minister or laymen who has special gifts
for such service be appointed for a limited period;
that & minister who has not paid the annual rate into
the I'nnd shall not be entitled to make any claim upon
the Fund as a matter of right, but his case may be
made the subject of special consideration by the Gen-
eral Assembly. That every minister, on being or-
dained, be required by Presbyteries to connect himself
with the I'und and pay the fixed rate; that when a
minister who has paid rates to the Fund attains the
age of 67 years he may claim tho privilege of retiring
from the active duties of the mimstry, and of being
placed upon the Fund, and that the ministerial rate
be sufliciently increased to place the Fund on a more
satisfactory basis, and that Presbyteries bo instructed
to havethe claims ot both the ordinury and endowment
branches of the fund cffectively presented to all the
congregations within their bounds.

)r. McCrea expressed the hope that the endowment
of 8200,00¢* would be made complete. The congrega-
tions did not contribute this year because of the dis-
cussions regarding the administration of the Fund.
Their ministers and elders were entirely out of
harmony with many of the regulation of the Fund,
and he would like to see it made acceptable to all. He
moved that the roport be received and the recommen-
dations be considered seriatimn, which, after much dis-
cussion carried, and the consideration of the report
was taken up at a later stage.

During the debate Rev. J. Cleland characterized
some of the s*atements which had been made by Mr.
Macdonald . untrue.

‘This the Assembly would not tolerate, aud cries of
*withdraw’ were heard all over the Housa.

* You must withdraw such a remark, Mr. Cleland,’
the Moderator said.

* Well, does the Assembly want me to say they
were true ?°’ was the naive retort, at waich the House
laughed heartily.

* No, but it i3 unparliamentary to say what a mem-
ber has stated is an untruth.’

| * Oh, w,cll, if the Assembly will take the responsi-
bility

It is not & question of the Assembly’s responsi-
hility,” said the Moderator, severely, *it13 a question
of decorum and proper usage. Tell the Assembly that
you withdraw the expression.

Mr. Cleland was disposed to hold out, but was
finally persuaded to withdraw the improper expression.

FUNERAL SERVICE.

At theclose of the afternoon sederant a funeral
service was held in connection with the accidental
death of Rev. R. J. Grant, praise and prayer being
offered.

AUGMENTATION FUND.

The report for the Enstern Section was presented by
Rev, Mr. McGillivray, Lunenburg. and for the Western
Nection by Rev. Dr. Campbell, both brethren making
clear explanations of the main features of the Fund.
On motion of Rev. W. J. McCaughan, scconded by
Rev. D. R. Drummond it was resolved—

L S

W



The Presbyterian Review 1167

¢t 1. Toadopt the estimate of the committee, and to
authornze an expeoditure for the year not exceeding $28,000
for all rurposes,

“ 11, Toadopt the recommendations embodied in the
report, and commend them to attention and sympathetic
action on the part of Presbyteries, sessions and munisters.

*IIL. ‘l'o authorize the committee to secure temporaiily
the services of one or more suitable persons who, acting in
co-operation with, and assisted and facilitated by Presbyteries
and sessions, shall seek to advaoce the interests of the
scheme, especially by securing better financial methods and
more, harmonious application of the committee’s regulations
in aid-receiving congregations.”

CHURCH AND MANSE FUND.

Rev. Dr. Roburtson presented the report of the Board of
Management of the Church and Manse Building Fund for
Manitoba and the North-West, which was adopted.

The way the Board assisted 1o this object, Dr. Rober.-
son stated, was by giving grants and loans to such places
as could not erect these buildings themselves.  'I'ne plan of
the scheme was that small sums of $75 to $125 were given
to congregations that were putting up new churches or
manses in modest districts. Where the buildings were to
be more pretentious, four, five and sometimes seven hundred
dollars were granted.  ‘These graots were made with under-
standing that a certain amount was to be paid back every
year. Most of the help given, however, was 1n the way ota
grant and not a loan, for many of these missions were taxed
10 the utnost to support their pastors and sustain themselves.
He poiuted out that since the establishment of the fund 303
churches and 63 manses had been bult with the assistance
of the committee. I'is was dunng a pertod of 16 years.
‘I'hese buildings were valued at over half a million ot dollars.
When they began work there were only 18 churches and 3
manses beteea Lake Superior and the Pacific Coast.

PRESBYTERIAN ALLIANCE.

The following representatives were elected to the Alliance
of the reformed churches holding the Presbyterian doctriue,
meeting of which will be held in Washington in September
1 99—

Ministers—Principal Caven, Dr. Cochrane, Dr. McVicar,
Dr. Warden, Dr. Robertson, W.]. McCaughan, De, Moore,
Dr. R, Torrance, President Forrest, Principal Grant, Dr.
King and Dr. Gordon.

Elders—Hamilton Cassils, Judge Forbes, George Hay,
Hon. G. W. Rouss, Robert Murray, David Morrice,
W. Mortimer Clark, James Croi}, Sir T. W. Taylor, J.
Charlton, M. I, J. K. Macdonald and J. A, Macdonald.

It was decided that 1n the case of death, or of a delegate
being unable to attend, alternates could be selected from
the next names on the list.

SIR WILLIAM DAWSON.

A resolution acknowledging the services of Sir William
Dawson, ex-Principal of McGill University, to the cause of
truth, by lis scicotific researches was passed on the motion
ot Rev. Prncipal MacVicar seconded by Dr. Bryce and
supported by Rev. Dr. Gregg.

A. AND 1, FUND,

Rev. Dr. McCrae's report was considered,  Dr. McCrae
agreed to a scries of resolutions proposed by Dr. Moore
looking to the zclegation of the recommendations of the
special committee to the general standing committce, and
that a special commiittee, to be named by the Moderator,
should be appointed in the connection, to consider the
question of appo:nting a stable agent whose business would
be the bningiog the tund up to the two hundred thousand
dollar mark.

In thediscussion which followed Rev. C. H. Cook urged
that all ministers ot the Church whether on the [und or not
should participate to some extent i the benefits, Rev.
Professor Scrimger spoke strongly on this point, insisting
that whatever action the Assembly might take, this injustice
should be wiped out. The congregations gave to the fund
as a whole, and 1 was thair desire that all should be
beneficiaries of it. By the present regulation this benefit
was restricted to a particular class, while another large class
was entirely ignored. In the case of a maa who had not
bcen onthe tund, nothing would remain, in the case of
rctirement, but that the individual congregation would have
to do what the Church refused to do—provide against his
-starvation, although that congregation may have supporied
the fund, in the belief that ail would benefit.

04 the other hand, the Rev. Dr. Armstrong showed that
certain ministers, under the old rule of giving half to those
who had not been upon the fund, had piovided for them-
selves by other forms of insurance, using the moncy which
they should have paid wto the fund for thus purpose, assured
that they would get balf in any case.  The old rule was open
10 abuse, but the simple fact was that the state of the funds
compelled this discrimunaion and suffering. If all joined
the fund the case would be difterent,

Dre. Moore's series of resolutions, looking to the adoption
of the whole report of the standing committee, with the
incorporation of the suggestions of the special committee,
was carried.

VICE REGAL VISIT.

The Assembly will long remember the visit of their
excellencies, larl and Countess Aberdeen on Tuesday.
They were cordually received and presented with a suitable
address in which the wterest taken by them io the highest
welfare of Canada was expressed.  Earl Aberdeen replied
w graceful and appropriate terms, and the visit was brought
to a close after the sentiments of the Assembly as to their
excelliencies services, had been placed on the minutes of
Assembly.

SAUBBBIH SCHOOLS,

Rev. I, I, I'otheringhain presented the report on Sabbath
Schools of which the following is a summary. Reports had
been received from 2,144 schools, being two hundred and
twenty-seven more than in 1896, which recorded an increase
of two hundred and twenty-two more than in 1895.  There
has been an attendance of 18,819 teachers and officers (a
gain of 1,163), having charge of 154,299 scholars (an increase
of 3,730), ot whom 104,757, or nzarly sixty-cight per cent,
are present every Sabbath.  Nearly fifty thousand scholars
are memornizieg verses of scripture, and slightly over sixty-
one thousand are studying the Sqorter Catechism ; 3.302
have committed the whole hook to memory. ‘'he number
studing their lessons at home is 67,109, or 381 fewer than
last year. ‘There were 257 teachers’ meetings for lesson
study: ‘T'wo thousand eight hundred and ten clders are
engaged in Sabbath-school work; 06,274 pupils attend
publ-c worship each Sabbath ; 4,627 Lecame commumicants
i 1897, while 20,463 scholars all told are in full communion
with the Church. Lighty-one thousand two hundred and
twenty-nine dollars was raised by the Sabbath-schools, of
which $52,202 was expended on the schools themsclves.
The amount contributed to the schemes of the Church was
$24,541, and increase of $270, while the amount contributed
to other objects increased from $7,102 to $9.821, a gain of

2,714. ‘The amount contributed by congregations to the
support of the schools was $11.956, $1,188 less than last
year.

LIFE AND WORK,

‘I'he adoption of this report (submitted by Dr. Wright)
was ably moved and scconded by Rev. Dr. Parsons and
Hon. G. W. Ross M.P.P,, the former emphasizing the need
of the life of power which grew into enthusiasm for the work
of Christ, Mr. Ross dwelt on the importance of correct
home life. He thought that the home must Lic looked at
as the spring from which sprang the morality of the world.
‘The hand that rocked the buadie ruled the world, was anold
and true saying. Heapproved of the report for the emphatic
and clean-cut expressions which 1t used towards the tem-
perance question.  This wasan important year in the bistory
of Caaada.

They would know this ycar whether the semtiment of the
country was ripened, as they expucted it would be, atter such
long years of education. e did not sympathize with the
general view that it would be impossit* to enforce the law
of prohibition. They could enforce it if they had orgamsation.
Yet they incurred a great responsibility in coacting this law,
but they should not shrink trom this responsibility,

There was also the question of the sanctity of the Sabbath.
He was in favor of a quiet Sabbath, a Scotch Sabbath, or
whatever it might be called, and he hoped that Canada
would never be cursed with the spint of Sabbath breaking.
Rev. Principal Grant objected to the words in the report:
* But we can have no doubt as to where God stands in this
controversy (the liquour traffic), and greater is e that 1s
with us than all that are agamst us.” These words were
a reflection on those who were opposed to prohibitory
legislation. Dr. Wright did mot wish such an interpretation
to be put upon the words and he with drew them, before
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which however a very animated debate had taken Eluce, in whioch
De. Grant made s long and able speech from his poins of view.
‘L'he report was then taken up seriatim. To the olautos advo.
oating probision, Prinoipal Grant moved amendments suggesting
rostrictive instead of prohibitive legislation, Rev. J. B, Mallen,
and Rev. Dr. MaoVioar led the debate against Principal Grant's
views. Mr. Hamilton Caveells’ and Rev. L. II. Jordan sup.
ported the amendments, which were however loat.

FIKPARATORY COLLROE r'OUKIRY,

Oa Wednsaday the 13:v. Dz, Beyos peoseused the report of the
Committee on Preparatory Courses in she Colleges, to which was
aleo reforred the overture from the Presbytery of Guelph in regard
to an examining board for entrance und exis upon the Arts snd
Theological course in the colleges. ‘I'be Commitiee made the fol-
lowing recommendations :

The General Assembly approves of the abslitivn of the Prepara.
sory Conrse in Knox Coliege, aa hitherto condacted, and of sabati-
tusing for it a theee years’ Univerdity course as proposed by the
Senate of Knox College, aud uuthorize the Senate 1o pot said shree
yeara' Univeraisy conrsa into operation after the Session of
1898.41.

The Assembly deems it neocesary to conduct an entrance
examination for said course, as proposed.

The Collegs of Manisoba, having sigonificd substantinl concar-
renoe in the proposed Scheme, is also empowered to bring it into
operation as soon as convenient.

There being no preparatory departmeas either in Queen's,
Kiogeton, or the Iresbyseriac College, Halifax, candidates for the
University in both of these places, not stndying for a degree in
Arts, not taking a Univeraity oouree somewhat similar to sthas now
recommended by the S:oate of anox snd Manitobs, be required to
take the three years’ course in Arts now suggested for Kuox and
Manitoba Colleges instond of the subjects st presens recommended
by the Book of Forms.

With she view of securing uniformity of staudard in the
traioing in Arts deemed neosssary by she charch for candidates
for the minisiry the Scheme ses forth 1n the docuament referred to
shall be sant down 30 the several Colleges of the Church in order to
its oareful consideration by thees bodies, to repors 40 next General
Aseembly,

The subjects on which, socording %0 the Scheme hersin
approved, university examioations must be passed are as follows,
vie:

Fire) yoar—Latin, Greek, English, Mathematios, and Biology
or Chemistry.

Second year—Latin, Greek, English, Logic, Philosophy, and
Ancient 1iistory.

Third Year—XY.oglish, Meantal and Moral Philosopby, History
(medineval or modern) and Liebrew,

It is stroogly recommended that two years of Hebrew shall be
taken in thie course.

I1n this Scheme tho order of sabjects may be changed.

The Goaeral Assembly remits the question of havivg a mora
petlect system ol ¢xamunatiou of stodents preseatiag shemeelros
for licenee 20 bo coasidered by Ireadyteries duting the year, of
which report be mado st the next Gensral Aesembly.

Tlie Goneral Assemibly directs thas students who coms from
other charches, who have uot takea & courae oqual 3o that now
propoasd in Azte, Lo 1¢;juired by tho Asscinbly 10 complete tbheir
Aris course Leforo brinyg received into the chacch.

This clause was added :

*That 1t ahall bo sho daty of ’resbyleries to examine all
stodonts for the minisiry in Bible knowlecge, Shorter Catechisms
sod Conlession of Faith.” The report ns a whole was unsnimonsly

adopted. *
WIBOWA" ANE ORIHANS' I TN,

Tha Montreal I'cesoyie-y’s ovesturo: **that the regulations of
the FFand shaii be 80 chanp~' as %0 permis of the following method
of admiviatration:

1. Thbe annas! rates ol ministers ehall form a eeparate depars.
meat of she Fand, and shall by sdministered exslusively in the
tuterests of the widows and orphsus of those who hare regulatly
oontiributed thereto.

11, Contributiony {rom oongregations, legacies, interest on
investineats, donations, and all other monies given for the auppors
of the Fand not otherwiro dusignated (apatt f2om munisters' ratee).
ahall form aoother dopartment of the Faad, azd shall be adminis-
\erod 10 the interest of all widows snd orphans of ministers of the
Presdsterian Chursh ic Caaada, was lost by a vote of six %0

twenty-iwo,
FAKNI KVANGELIZATION.

Pev. PPrinoipal MacVicar, Convenstr of the Committes, said it
was & custom in Sootland and Ireland, and 80 a considerabls ex-
teat in Canada, for conveners 30 oocopy much ime in delivering

N

eloquent speeches, bat he woald be pardoned for depariing from
shas ancient oustom. Not that he felt incapaciated from speaking
on & great national work, bns beoause he believed the fesling of the
ministers and elders presens was to hear ‘hose who were workiog
in the fleld.

There are thirly.eight flelds, Laving ninely-four preaching
statione, servad by twenty.eighs ordained missionaries, sixzteen
colporseurs aud students, and twenty-one missionary teachers, a
total staff of sixty-Gve. In shree districta there was a movement
among the French people to have the Gospel preached 10 them, and
getting houses for the purpose they ssked for teachers. There was
a grest onward and upward movemens among the people. They
were oalling for betser schools, beiter education, and faller pre-
sentation of she Word of .iod oo she Lord’s Day. He did noé
think he wens $00 far in alleging thas the very near historioal pass
gave proot of the independende of the people, and in spite of eocle-
siastical domination, sbey insisted on what shey wanted politically.

Addressea wore given by a number of missionaries engaged in
French Xvangelization work.

COWAN AVENCE Cisk.

This oase ocoupied she atsention of General Assembly for a
oousiderable period of time oo Thursday, and created much dis-
oussion. The uliimate finding of the Aseembdly was that the
present site mass be abandoned withiu’two years, it being oca-
sidered t0o0 Dear to Dunzn aveans church,

SABBATH SCHOOL PUMNLICATIONS,

Rev. Dr. MaoVicar yubmisied sbe repors of the Special Com-
mitwe appointed $0 consider the Sabbath school report and all
relevant matters, which recommended she following :

1. That the Savbath echool pablioations be continuned.

2. That the neoessary periodioals so be published are: (s)
seachers’ monthly ; (b) bome study quarterly; (o) primary quar-
terly ; (d) leaflote for senior and primary scholars,

3. Thas from the beginning of 1899 she Sabbath school pabli-
oations be issued in Torouto, and that Revs. Dr. Warden (oon-
vever), Dr. Fletoher, 1)r. Molatosh, Dr. Thompeon, L. H. Jordan
aundJ. A. Brown and Mr. Hamilion Cassells be & Committes %0
select and sppoint an editor and manager, and o sake the super-
vision of this work.

4. Thas the gentlemen who endorsed ths notes last year be re-
quested to endorse the necsssary noles this year, and thas the
oontribation of Children’s Day, less the nessssary expenses in con-

.nection with that day, be devoted 90 the reduction of the face

value of thess noles.

5. That sbe Assembly Sabbath School Committes be recom.
1aeuded to make the department of Higber Religions Instruction
sell-sustaining, or abolish it.

The repors was adopted.

YOUNG PROPLE'S SOCIETIES. .

The repors of the Commiittes on Youny I'eople’s Societies was
preseated by Rov. R. D. Fraser and adopted.

The total number of societies reportiog is 993, an increase of
74 over 1590. Some societies have besn disbanded. Many vew
societies have been formed. The probabdility is that the estimate
of last yeur aa to the Young People’s Gocieties actually existing
within the Church is approzimately ocorrect, namely, abous 1,200,
The greas majority of the societies reporting, namely, 753, are
Christian Endeavor, which number incluades 33 Janior Christian
Eadeavor. There are 17 Young [eople’s Home Missionary
Societies, and 7 Boys’ Brigades.

The 10tal membership reporied is 36,521, a decrease from last
year of 1,583, ‘A'be averago sumber of members in each society
has aleo deciined, and is now 39, aa compared with 42 last year.
Lbe proporyion of young men $0 young women bas not varied
xreatly irom the previous year. It is about 37 o Gi. Inthe
raral districis there 18 a relstively larger number of young mea in
the societies, whiies in W0wns and oities the namber of yoang men
1910 some inatances quite ioeignificans. Lue situation calls for
Krave consideratioo.

The total contributions of the societiss is less than last year,
being §29,303, as againet §34,181, a decline of $4,873, and a Jower-
10§ of she average per sociesy trom 338 10 only & 1itile over $°9.

CiOSING SERNONS,

. The closing day (Fciday) wiiaessed a small attezdande of oom-
IDisstoners.

. At 1he opening of 1he Session the moderator appointed a oom.
wilice 0 conmder the formation of & ministers’ sous’ society, with
a view 10 secaring contributions from minisiet’s 3008 and daugulece
for ibe Aged aod Infirm Mimisters' Fand and the \Vid~ws' und
UOrphsus’ Fands,

Uaitocmity of public worship was discasesd on a report by Rev.
Dz, L.uog, and a book by Sir Sendford Fieming.

Tae qoestion of Commissioners’ expenses while attending
Auomlbly. was before the Aseembly and was referred 80 Presby-
terice fOF

The exira Maral Session will be continned in counection with
Manioba College, notwithelandiog a stroog effors for ive abolitiva.

Tbe Assembly adjourned %0 mest st lamilton oo the seccnd

sdnesday of June next ysar.
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MISSION FIELD.
IN THE JEWISH QUARTER.
(From a Traveller's hiary.)

Feiday, September 25th (1596) was a sort of *¢ flsld-day,” it was
oo full of interesting things. Miss Van Dazeo had asked me to
make some calls with her; so we atarted forth, with a man-servant
at our heels for respectability’s sake for the Jowish quarter in
Oroomiah,

It was guite a distance, over rough, dusty streets, which grew
constantly narrower, until Sually in a lane about five feet wide we
atopped and knocked at w low doorway in the wall. ‘I'he door
opened and we went iato a dirty little court, on one side of which,
under a shed, a woan was wotking.  She stetoed glad to ace us,
and asked us to a1t down on a dirty carpet which we did with some
misgivings. She told us that this was the scason for weddings —
a rather puzzling statetient, for I did not know that weddings, like
peaches, had seasons of their own ; but she explained that if cach
wedding came separately, the whole quarter would come to the
foast, but by having a number at one time the guests were divided
up and the entertainers saved a great deal—a truly frugal arravge-
ment ! \Vhile this was being explained a young girl from the house
next door, where a wedding feast was in progress, came in and
invited us to join the guesta.

Au it was early in the morning ~too early for the men of the
house to be drunk—Miss Van Duzeo thought we might go in. o
wo left the dirty little court to go into one that was larger and
somewhat cleaner. There weie a few treea in it and s well, but
what struck me most was a booth made of branchza and cotten
cloth, for this is tho Feast of Tabernacles and no pious Jew would
sleep in & house. (Women, by the way, do not connt.)

Iu an open sided room of the housc, overlooking the court, were
thirty or forty womes, dseased in every color in the rainbow and
out of it, and to this crowd we were taken, I have become quite a
ccunoisseut of smells in Russia and ersia, but the air that met us
as we approached that weddivg crowd was above and beyond any-
shiog I had encountered before. To my great relief, however, we
had been in the room ouly a few moments when we were avked to
come npstaire—evidently in order that the other gueets might
rogule themaelves with tha oily, garlicky messes that were standing
about in blue bowls on the floor.

The air in the little upper room was decidedly better, and we
st oa the floor by an open window to watch proceedings in the
oourt below, where the bridegroom, a youth of seventeen or so,
attired in & aky-blue coat, white cutton trousera and a very gay
shawl cap, was disporting himself with sider rainbuw-hued youths.
Soon, for our beneti:, they began to dance—a man with & sott of
tambourine furnishing the inusic and chanting dismally all the time,
while the bridegroom and two other boys did a sort of ** here-we-go-
round:-the-mulberry-bush ™ around him. Soon the dauncers increased
to nine, the lino endiog io & very small bare.footed boy, all moving
in a circle awioging their feet in time with the music, threo steps to
the right and a pausc, then two to the left and 20 on.

Meanwhile the hride and some of the wonmen had followed us
upstairs and we were picked into the little six-by-cight room.
Taere wore compensations though, for we could take in all the
vagaries of their costumes. [ho bridc’s dress—to begin with her
{eet—conaiated of coursc, short, whito (by courtosy) woolen stock.
inge, above which her bare lege frejuently showed: ten calico
petticoats reaching a littlo below her knees aud each one having ten
breadths of calico 1n it ; & loose yelluw ailk shirt, open at the neck,
and under it & cotlon garment of sinular cut, both resching a little
below the waist, and over those a purple and black changeable #ilk
coat with long narrow sleeves open below the elbow. Bat her head
was the wonderful sight.  Firat » band of gold embroiders on velvet
crossed her forehead, then m threo.cornered pioco of thin white
muslin was put cver her hoad aud pinned uoder her chin. Over
this came a picce of greeu and gold gauze, and Jbove all—when she
remembered to pull it up--was a large semicircular picce of light
calico, Iarge encugh to cover hor completely when there were men
about. In aidition to these mavy head coverings she had probably
» hundred dollare’ worth of guld and silver jewelry kuog about her
head and neck—cbaing, coiny, filigree work, armlets, aud cyliodrical
prayer-boxes. Al thin on & child of thirteon !

Mise Van Ducee and I tried to talk to them, bat nothing we
could say seemed o ronse their intercal. Their facoe never loat the
heavy, stolid loot of stupid ind:fference ; bot this was not atrange,
considering that thess tresome wedding {eetivitios had nlready
lasted ten days and wers to bo kept up for another wesk.

They did seem fond of Mus Van Dazee, a8 they well may be, for
she has dons her best 1o help them. She has made effort after
offozt 20 atart a achool {or these girls, some of whom are very anxious
0 learn, but each time the synagogac has closed it, the last t:me
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imposing a fine of Gifty tonane ($50) ou any one who should tut e
daughter attend. Women who could read and wito would be
ultogether uninanageable !

1t was all very interesting, very novel, very Oriental, but we
were not accomplishing anuything—they wero in no mood to be read
to as on ordinary visits ; 80 I was not sorry when Mise Van Duzee
made our excuses and e went out again into the glare and dust of
the atreet, closing the low door behind us, and wondering when the
Joor of wide rich life—His life--would open for the girle and women
we were leaving, Emina Bailey Speer.

LOOKS INTO BOOKS.

Tux Scuoot. SistrM ov s, STATE o NEw York, (Ae viewed by &
Canadian.) By Joho Millur, B. A,, Deputy Misister of Edaca-
tion, Ontario.

The Nspartmont of Edacstivn has timoe and again rendered
Kreat gervioo to the cause of education by the publication of books
on tducational work in other 1ands. T the student of education
as w scicnoe, an examination of the systems prevailing in civilized
coaatries is nccessary, while the fucilitios for such inqairy would
be available to bat & favored few, were it not for such books as
that prepared by Me, Aillar undor the authority of the Minister of
Idacation. Ae to the valne of Mr. XMillat's hook, there can bebus
one opinion. Thorougbly converssnt as he is with thy Ontario
Schosl Bystem, he has fuund it an eany lask to seizs at » glance
the salient pointa—ihe fonedation asd sttucture of the Nsw York
System and to place, with clearness and precision, befors she
reader, & very interestiog work which will prove of undounbted
value to the teachers sud educationists of this country. Mr.
Miliar has prodoced s resdssie as well as a useful book avd we
coogratulate him and the department on its appearauce.

A Kestveky Carvixan. A Story. By James Lioe Allen. Illus-
srated. Toronto: George N. Morang. Price, paper, 750.

This boock has no reference to a scarlet-batted ecolesinstioof the
Charch of Rome, bat 10 the zed.-headed cardinal bird of Kentucky.
With a beautiful sympathy with bird life and subtle interpretatioa
of natoreis woven a silken thread of romance. It isavery dainty
aud deiioate volame, and explains the remarkable populmrity of
this aathor. In the same volume ia bound the ** Aftermath,” a
sequel 10 the earlier story.

Suonr Stovizs or Fazitian Binix Texrs. Mistranelated, Misin.
terpreted, and Misquoted. By Blackfora Zondit, D. D,
Toranto: Fleming H. Revell, Company. Price, $1.00.

\Vhils the whole of God’s Work, eapecially the moet important
part which tesches the way of salvation, it 80 plain that tho way-
fariog mwan, though a fool, may not err therein, yet St. Yanl tells
us there ara in it certain things hard tobs understood. Theee pas-
sages arc the sudject of the present volame. Cuar author treats,
firat, familine tex s mistranelated, second, texts misused on accouns
ol being misinterpreted, and texts abused on account cf being mis-
quoted. The treatment of this important subjoct etrikes us as
judicions and religionely belpful.

Tug Puontus v Turie Inree Howps, Exatasn, Houvasn asn
Auxrica. By Rev. \Willilam Eiioy Griflia,. Boston: Hough.
ton Mafflia X Co. I'rice, 81.25.

There i3 a presentation o! the character and works of che
Pilgrims in Eagland, where thsy were born and reared; in 1 Mand,
where they tarried for a time, but which they lefs, becsare of intla.
ences which tLeoy judged to be detritnental 10 their childreu ; ucd
Avvoerica, which tbey made their permaneat home and which has
boen 90 yreatly profited by their coming. The work is the cut.
come, wo aro told, of a resolntion mude Ly the Congregatianal Club
of lloston in 18900 10 crecs a8 memorial in I1slfikaven, in geavelul
recognition of Diatch hospitality to our forefathers , batsimple and
appropriato as roch an action would soem, it enccuntered sn
amount of sectional and tectarian oppetition which convarced Dr.
Gnftis of the nced of a restatement of facts. Honocoordingly made
leisarely visits to the thrro bomer of the Pilgritns, and aleo wnads
himaelf maeter of the I’ctch langasse, in order to be prepsred to
write & book of real valae, free {rom sacond-hand opinions. 1ie
has tried to depict the foundera ot Maseachinsetits amid the hopa
and fears, the )o58 and sarrows of their daily environmant in three
Jands, and nas accomplished his taek wonderfully well. Ilo takes

ug firal 1o the fjasint Eoglish villages of A-statflisld and S:rooby,
in Noltinghamshire, the country of Braaford and Irewster, aud
dotcrides with loving minuteaeas w huudred detnila of soencey and
manaces thay are a1ill mach xe thoy were in their day. Then we
{olla> 1ae littlo company of immizranis 10 Holland, and sreshowa
the coadstions of the'r ltfe in Arcizrdam and L.eyden. Finally
we journey woalward with them, to out own °*:atatn and rock-
bound coast,” where they begin their lile, which 1o Gufis hae
foaud a way of telliog tbat ia fall of interest. lle :nsists stropely
upon the Teverent cherishing of thelr memory s that of men and
womed of beantifal hfeand cbaracter, *‘ not morely teprescatatives
of Church polity.”
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FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lxssax L—Tnxr Kixonau iviokw. ~ Josy 3,
v Kmngs xin, 106 25,

Gotoxx TexT.—'*A t0ft suswer torneth away wrath; bat
Krlevons words atir op anger.” Prov, xv. 1.

Tixg AsD PLAcR.—9703 B.C, Shechem.

IxTrobrCTION. —RReturping to O. °I. history glance backward
over the course of deveiopmont from a tingle emigrant to a great
nation. 1. The birth of Abrabam, in Chaldea. About 2000 B. C.
2. Tho Exodns,—the birth of the Hebrew nation, Moser. About
1600 18, C. 3. The conqueat of Canann,~-tbe home ¢{ the uation.
Joshus. 145143 B. C. 4. The period of the judges, the develop.
ment of the nation. 350 years. 14153.1005 B. C. 5. The mon.
archy fonoded. Sacl. 1095 B. C. 6. The kingdom in ite
meridisn aplendor.  David and Solomon. 1055.975 B. . 7. The
temple, 1005 B. C. A. The kingdom divided. 975 B, 2,

Verse nv Vrise.—16 * All Iseael.” ~Delegatos representing
the ten triber.—Bahr. ** To your tents, O lsrae).”"—Idispereo to
your homes. Thiscry -the Maraeillaite of Iurael.—had 1ts orsgin
when the people dwels in tents, in the march thrasgh the desert,
Jesh, xxii, 43 Nam. i, 52; ix. 183, xvi. 26, ““Sse t0 thine own
house.”—1ecoefurth, the house of David, look after thine own
tribe, Judah, only. No! a threat of war, but s warning agaiosy
interference.

V. 17. **Tae children of Istael which dwelt in thes cities of
Judah.”— Some ¢f the families of the too tiibes were settled in the
hwite of the tribe of Juduh, and these remained nnder tho author.
18y 5! Rohobosm.

V. 18, *Sent Adoram, who was aver tha tribate.” —Ho was at
the hesd of the tsx colleclors. **Stooed him with stones.” — o
was eent 30 collzct the rovenue, and was resisted by force. **Made
epecd.”"—The slayiog «f Adoram showed thas the rebllion wasa
setilod fact. ¢ To flee 10 Jerusalem.'—Jie wasat Shechem, where
o had assembled the ferple, bat hic capital was at Jerzsalem.

V. 19. *Unto this day.”—\Vhen tbis history was writtep.
The two pr~ts of Sulomon’s kingdom were never re-united.

V. 20. ** Thes Jeroborm."—ile was an Ephraimite, who had
boen employed by King Sslomoa in overseeing public works.
** Was come ugaiv."—1ie had bein 10 Egypt 10 escape {rom the
apgec o Srlomon, but had retnrned on heariog of his demib, avd
bad besn the leader of the ten tribes in their revolt, they now
make him Riog. “Nove . . . batthe tzibe cf Jadah oaly,”—
Busanolaling some individuals from the other iribes (v. 17), and
the emall tribe of Bongamin (v. 21.) They were called from shis
tiare by the name of Jadah.

V. 21. **To bring the kingdom agaio.” —Ie proposed, that ie,
30 snbduse the rebellion of the ten tribes, and bring them nader his
sathority.

V. 22. *Tuoo oame of God."—1. «., the prophet Shemarab.

V. 23. *‘Return everv man to his house.”—~The srmy which
thoe king had assornblea wat 10 be dinbavded.

V. 23. * Railt Shochem.—Forliflod it, and mads it for  time
hie oapital. ‘*Bailt Yonuel.”~Thais was on the eastern gide of
Jordan, and was fortified 30 defend and control tho esstera partion
ot his domain.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

QUNDTCTED BY RKV. W, 3, NCTAYISN, R, DESERINTQ,

DALY RXADINGS.

Firat Day—Cemmand with promite.  Ex. ax. 12175,

Nocond Day - llonoring by obedience. {'rov. 1. T 14,

Thurd Day—By cpzant ivieg.  Prov. xx1:0. 13 35,

Foorth Day—Joecph's tarthiulnese. Lor. xw. 113

Fitits Day — Auvealown’s cisloyalty. 2 Sani. xv. 1 13,

Nixth Day—Chnet'sexsmple. Luke . S1,52; Johnxix, 25.97,

Pray ki MEETive Torn, July 3 - HoxokIna sATRER AN MoTIFR,
Eph, v, 18, Prov. xvin 6, 21,28, Q. 27,

HONORING FATHER AND MOTHRER

Hoooning {ather and mather! An old sudject. bov one which
must never be neglected. 12 had a ylaco in the Decalogue ; 1t was
nol forgotten n the teachirg ol the prophets . 1t was not overlooked
in the teaching ot Cheast ; tho great Apasile I'aul called attention
sou,  1hiss live, practicsl sabject stith, and indeed, 1n 1ke opinion
of many, 1t nteds 10 be emphanized moro strongly 10.dsy thaa ever
belure. There 12 & conviolion armong the older poople that yonog
people do not defor as oheezlully to the opimions of their parents
a8 Fouog prople onoe did, and that they are moro impatient of re-
siraint than they once were. \Whether this be tzae or ot we can.
@ol sy, but il it be true, more’s the pity.

I. low are we 10 honor parents?

(1) We shonld treat them with all due respact. When we
spenk of them we should speak re¢pectfully and never in thoss con.
temptuous and oontemptible terme which are used by angratefal
children. If we speak to thom we shonld address $hem with due
deference and never in such a way ss to wound their feelivgs. In
our bebaviour {oward them we should treat them with reverence.
It is said that the children of Jouathan Iidwards siways rose up
when their parents entered the room, and remained standing until
the parents were seated ; and when either Mr, Edwards or his wite
was epesking, the children, no matter with whom they were con.
versing, would be sileat aud astentive immediately. What an
example to ali children!!

(2) We shiould bs obedient to their counsels and their lawful
com:uands, Ieanc was a fall grown man when his father led him
out aud placed him upoa tho sacrificial altar, and yet he subdbmitted
as willingly aod obzdiently as if he had been a little child, Is is
10 be feared that boys and girls to.day, at altogether $00 estly an
age, supposo they are free from the great law of obedience to
parente. It i difticult to determine at what age one may cease to
obey his parente, but as a rale it is safe to say that asloug as
psrents claim the right to command, children should feel called
upon to obey—to obey lawlal commande, or o obey in everything
which is not ocontrary to the will of God. De. Parkbarst ssys,
**To learn 10 obey is the hardest, even as it is the most valuable
1ss300 & child can ever acquire. I is not only valuable for what it
is in itself, it is alao valuable for what it serves as the basis ol."

(3) We should honor cur parents by oconsulting them in our
plane, and by seckiog their advice in our nadertakings. When
John Wesley and bis brother Charles were young men in oollege,
they {reqaently consulted their mother as to their duties and other
engsgements, It was a most commendable habit, and we cannot
bat feel that were it formed by other young people there would not
be s0 many wrecks upca the shores of time,

1i. Why we shoa!d honor parents.

(1) Becaase they havo specisl claime upen uas.  Noone baadone
#0 much for us as they  With how much solicitude did they watch
over us! {{ow intently they guarded us against shat which wonld
bave been injaricus] 1llow patiently they waited beside us when
sickoesa Inid us low! With what wisi{al eyes did they iook for
our 100overy ! How many anzions hoors did they spend planning
for our welfare! How much they denied shemaselves for our sake!
\We speak of the Chinete as beathen, but in the matser of honoring
parente, the ‘‘ heathen Chinee,” as we oall him, csuld show us an
example which we would do well to follow. Every New Year
moroiag oach man and boy, emperor and pessant alike, pays a
visit to bis mother. He brings with him presents for ber, thanks
her {or her kicdaess to bim and asks hee to continue her favors
another year.

{2) God Mimsell es53sins u3 to humor parents. Ho holds ous
the brightest promises 10 those who do 0, and uiters the mont
solomn warniogs to thoss who reluse. Jesus never uttered any-
thing more sovere than when e said to those who tock advantage
of certsin Rabbivical ordioances to escape the rusponsibility ot
caring for their aged and helploas parente. (Matt. xv. 4.G).

The Iollowiay clipping ie {romn the Caristiax Endeavor World,
and is deserving of carelul consideration. The Conveners ot the
Asterndly’e Commitiecs will, I am surs, be glad to sec thas it is
given & place in this colomn :—

BUSINESS, OR BEGGARY?

The Lord'¢ Lasiness shonld rever be oonducted Ly His people
az il He werex mondizant. It is the purpose of the missionary
boards and benevolent societied of the various denominations .
seocrs a digoified and scriptural preeentation of the benevolent
caufes, and & wise and wide distribution of the {ands shus secured.
That local needs will aries which cannot be immedintely supplied
in this way is inevitable, yet it is dividing » honse againet itsell
and lowering the standard of systematic and intelligent giviog to
have a large namber of importuaate persocal appeals fiooding the
charches, subtracting from the fauds that go through the regularly
estatiished channele, for the prosecation of tha work for which the
deaominations hold theit boards responsible.

Bat the uatortunate phaso of this maatter 10 which we fee] com-
pelled to call attention is the frcquency with which thete appeals
are direcled to the Christian Endeavor societies, and the mis.
fortune of it is that, however deservidg the cases may be, they
1e0d 10 wean tho soppord of the societies {rom their official denom-
wnational enterpriees. That they are more {roquently thus ad-
dressed shows the assumption %0 be that thess societies are more
sympatbetic and loss diecriminating in their responses. Thisis
the stroogest zosson for leaving their beoevolsnoes $0 the guiding
havd of their dsnomivational officials,
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CORRESPONDENCE.

A CONGREGATIONALIST REPLIES.
Editor Presbytersan Reviewo

Sir,—Because a visiting Congrigational
minister from Koglaod tells & reporter that
one of the nceds of Canada is more Congre-
gationaliesn you pour forth editorinlly in
your issue of the 20d inst. a slashing and,
in my opinion, & very discourteous tirade
agsinat myeelf and others. Not, of course,
individualizing but every Congregationalist
cannot but feel the slight, and I would dare
to institute two or three comparisons from
personal knowledge to reek fair play.

I am one of eight brothers brought up in
a Presbyterian iome, two of us eatly in lifo
became Congregationalists the others are
both older and younger aud scme of them
hold oflices in Iresliyterian churches, not
one of them, however, has taken part iv any
religious work outside their own denomina-
tion and no great part within it, while my
brother and ] have been activa in our own
churches and in addition have become widely
koowa in all sncicting of non-denominational
and inter denominationsl character. Why
the diflerence? They are ocertainly ae good
as we,

Agsin, in Montreal to-day the Young
Men's Christian Association, the Young
Women’s Christian Association, the Sunday
School Union, the Christian Eadeavor
Union, the National Alliance, the Dominion
Allinoce, The Women's Christiau Temper-
ance Uunion, the Boy's Home and others
bave each a Congregationalist as President,
and almost every other society of similar
character has a Congregationalis! as Vice-
Prerident, or they appear on the Committees,
and these, mind you, have been so elected
by Presbyterian votes and not by Gongrega-
tional vntes, who are, as you discourteoualy
state, fow in numbers, and therefore cananot
control such elections. Now, you Preaby.
teriaus vote us into office either because weo
ars beet qualified for these moal honorable
positions, or, because you think anyone gnod
enough for work that is not ot the strict
Preahytetian denomination. Yau may take
whichever position does you most honor, or
you may say that we are »o narrow and
bigoted that wa must bo taken from our awn
denomioational wotk to prevent us doing
iojury.

In Toronto at the Covgregatinpal Union
Iast weck a leading member said ¢ \We
Cougregatiocalists must go heart and sonl
into Foreign Mission work or we are unfit
10 exist as a denomination.”

1 camo to Montres!l and on Sunday last
met a leading I’resbyterian Doctor of Divini.
ty xho preached in one of the greatest
pulp ta1n the city, and in conversatinn with
him was told, ** 1 do not believe in Fareign
Minione, our peopla at home should have
our fullest support ™' or words even stronger,
10 that « flecs.

De. Cochrane is qunted by the Montreal
Star as having said ** We Presbyterians are
only now beginning to realizs oar
strength.”

In the Paxxuvrzkiax Revirw, to which 1
reler, V'resbyterinn strencth is shown 10 be
what some of us fear to be bdut a faint
appoarance of the sicel claws under the
velvet paw 1o be follawed by, well I will not
speculate, bot simply ask yoor readers to
judge by the few inatances I have given and
by the kuowledge they already have and
which is cverywhere available, which I could
quote by the column ia the Chrintian lifa of
ta.dav, ant 1o speak rf the days of the
Apostles, or of Cromwel), whether Congrega-
tioualists ate Inlcnively deaomioational, aven
sectarian, eic., etc., otc,—vide Prpsnv.
TRRIAY  REvigw,—or wlether as Heory
Ward Beecher has 3aid of them ** A Congre.
gational chnrch is a bloming o any
community."”

1 tzust you will do ma the justice to give
my apinion at least as wide a circulation e
you have given your owa.

Yours, ete.,
C. Cremiva,
110 St. James 8t., NMoatreal

Church News

{4 communizations to this columm ought 39
be oent (o (At Kditor smmediately after th)
occurrences (0 sohich they refer Aave taken
place.)

MONTREAL NOTES.

The Assembly hus come and gone, So far
as 1ts proceedings ave concerned » full
aceount will doubtless be given in other
columns, But these proceedings take no
account of the pleasure their presence has
given in many of the homes of the city.
1n many cases old and valued friendships
havoe been renewed and in many others new
friendships bave bean formed that will prove
to be permanent. Not a fow will bleas the
day that brought eminent men of God into
their homes aud gave them an opportunity
to come into contact with their children.

A few of the members of Assembly ara
remaioing over for another Sunday and will
supply some of the city pulpita. A few
others are going farther east or west, as the
case may be, for a brief holiday. Both thoy
aud any congregations to whom they may
incidentally miuister will bo the better for
the change.

The special anniversarv services in West-
minster church, June 12th, conducted by
members of the Awembly proved a marked
success, The congregations were large at
all three services, and the collections such as
materially anisted in reducing the buildiog
debt, which is now within sight of extinction
altogether. Mr. Oxley isto be congratulated
on the success of the effort now made.

The Revr. A. Dowman o' New Glasgow,
has been supplying the pulpit of St. Andrew’s
church for several Sundays ia the abecace of
the pastor in Scotland. 1lis services have
been much appreciated.

MANITOBA NOTES.

Rev. Mr. Muldrew, of Knox Coullege, is
supplyiogaervicesstthe Preabyterian church,
Teeherne, for the present.

Rev. Mr. Miller arrived from Winnipey
this week. tn conduct aervices in the La
Riviere field for two Sundays.

The Rev, M. C. Rumhall, Mearden, accom.
panied Mes. Rumball aud fanuly to Winai.
peg ou their jouraey 30 the cast, where they
will remain for the sumnier,

The T'cehyterian church, ilot Mound,
held a social in Mex, Letang's hall last week,
at which they realized somethiog like $20.
A very enjoyable time was spent,

Mr. Iloll, a Manitaba collega student,
proached in Kaox church, Pilot Monnd, last
Nabbath evening, and took up & c llection
for the Manitoba Missionary Society.

The new Preehyterian church at Killarniy
was opeaed Sabbath week by Rev. C, 1.
Pitblsdo.  AMr. Floyd is in charge of this
florishing fleld aud with their new church
now in the village, every proapect pleasea

Me. ow, tho new Presbyterian miaister,
S-uartburn, is now there, and will ey to
get the field into workable ahape before
winter. The Church will soon discover that
aummer work oaly in mision fislds will not
baild up congregations very fast.

alr. John Ruseell, a former Peeshyterian
missionary av Dominioa City. who has been
sttending Princcvon Uaniversity, has returned
1o Musattoba . 1d intends slaying in his
adopted land. Aaother ruinisted devoted to
the intereats of Mauitoba's salvation.

Rev. Me. Reddan, B.A., late of Mooeomia,
was inducted into tha pactoral charza of
Glenborc on Tuesday. Tth inat., by the Pies.
bytery of Gleaboro. This i a grawing
charge and with ac energetic pastor, of Mr.
Red jon’sexpsricacs, the prospsctyare bright
for advancemont.

The Preahyterian cnrch, Trecherae, held
a very sucseasful aocial at the manse on May
Slat. A larga attendanze was prcsent,
deepits the unfavarablo weather, Icecream,
steawbertics and other fruita were indalged
in, and the coffers of the troasutcr constders
ably incressed thereby.

Attha Univansity Convocation of ldanitoba
Uaiversity there wete {0 graduates, 16
graloatisg from Maenmitnha College, The
wlver medal in Mathrmatics gren toa fndy
graduate of Mauitoba Cllege, dias Hunal

71t

ton. Manitoba College wina five of the
medals offered by the University out of
fourtoen.

GENERAL.

Lust Sabhath was children’s day at Mac.
Nab St. church, Hamilton. The services
were conducted by Rev. Dr. Dickeon of
Galt,

T'he anniversary services of Kunx Church
Cornwall, will be held on the 2iith. inst,
Ruv, Dr. Moore of Ottawa will conduct the
services,

Rev. J. W. Crawford, of Mahones Bay,
N.S., occupied the pulpit of St. Andrew's
church, Guelph, last Sabbath, e will
preach there uext Sunday alvo.

Imgravements costing in the neighborhood
of 8400, will shortly be made to the
Hampatead Church. A new foundation will
be put under it, and theinside will be entirely
remodeled.

St Jame's Church Liondon, hanextended a
unanimous call to Rev., Alex, J. McGillivray,
who has been in charge of St. Andrew's
Church, Guo'ph, for some time past, the
stipend bang placel at $1200 per annum,

Last Sdbbath was tho thurteenth anniver.
sary of the induction of Rev, De. Feaser as
pastos of Koox chareh, Hamilton. 7 v,
R. E. Kuowles, B.A., of Knax church, L .,
Kruch«d both moruing aut evening. Oa

{oaday evening a successful congregational
sccial was held.

Rev. E. Walluce Waita of Qwen Souad,
hue gone to Cnatham, N.B., and expecis to
occupy the pulpit of St Andrew's Church
two or three weeks. Mr. \Vaita wae pastor
of St. Andrew’s for severs! years before
going 10 ()«en Sound, and received a very
cordisl welcome feom his people.

A meeting of the congregation of Balem
Church, Sammertown, Oat., was held on
Friday the 10:h. inst. for the purpove of
selecting a pastor, Rev. J. S, Burnett,
mnderator of session presiding Rev, J,
Mathoenn, 1A, of Maruntown was the
choice of the mecting, and tho call was made
unanimous,

Mr. Samuel Arnold, 3 member of St.
Joha's Church, Toronto, who was recently
called to aasist Mr. Robert Hall, city mi.
sionary, was formally reccived hy the mission
hoard at a puhlic meeting held in St Juhn's
Church, an Monday evening of lant week,
Me. Araold has been for mauy yeara past
actively engaged in religious woik 1 the
east end of the city.

The value of little thinge has heen very
well illustrated by the Junior Missionary
Sozirty of Erakine Church, Moatreal, which
has just celebrated itesemi-jubilee. During
theso twenty ve yeara these little peopla
have contributed to the wrission funds the
largotatalnf $11 G41.73. The first year 1872,
the sum of $120.75 was cantrihuted, in 76,
$174.50, {u N3, W08, in 'S, $610 63,
and during the year ending June ‘7,
$850.00.

The Iaduction of the Rev. W. C. Dudda
into the nastoral charge of St CGeorgo's
church, Union Mines, B.C., took place an
Thureday evening Juve 2ad. The Rov. W,
.. Cliy, of 8. Aadrew’s church, Victoria,
preached and presided, Rev. Alex. Tait, of
Comox, addremel the mininter, and the
Rev. 1. Macliae, of St. Paul's, Victaria,
addressad tho cangregation. Mr. Dodd's
who has supplied the pulpit sinre O:tober
leat enters unon his aottled puatorate with
bright prospects of much cctifort and use.
{aloes,

Dr. Margaret McKellar, of (‘entral Indis,
addresed large congregatinne laat Sabbath,
in the marning 1 Collega St church, and in
the erening in Central church, The doctor
t0ld {rom observations made during years nf
expericnce of the aufleringe and degredation
that characternizad the lot of the women of
India. She explained in & most interesting
way the several branches o the church'e
work there, evangrlistic, edacatingal, indus.
trial, and medical, and concluded with an
urgeat appeal for the aappirl of the Church
al home,

Rev. Neil MeKay, 11D, pastor of St
Juhn Charch, Chathawn, N.Ii.. died on the
morniag o Wedaoaday, Juna 15th,, of heart
diveass, 112 was horn in Evltown, N.S,
in INI9, and way therefnre GO vaars af ag
Dz, Mekay was ordaioed 10 1453 and waa
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for several veara pastor of St, David's
church, St Jebn's and then removed to
Summereide, P.E. 1., where be lahbored® until
his acceptanca of a call to Chatham some
years ago, At the time of hin death he
was Clork of the I'reabytery of Miramichi,
and wan at one time Moderator of the Synod
of the Maritime Provinces, and was greatly
beloved by his brethren.

Rev. Dr. \Wardrope, of Guelph, nreached
in Stewarton church, Ottaws, Iaat Sabbath,

T'wenty eight new members united with
Erskine congregation, Hamilton, at the pre-
paratory scrvica last Fridavy,

The Rev. J. K. Macdonald, B.1).,, nastor
of Knox churcl, Beaverton, is apending a
maontha holilaya in Nova Scotis, his native
provioca

Rev. W, Frizzell, Ph B., of Quaeen St.
eant church, Taronto, is expected to preach
next Sahliath both morning and evening at
Ashburn, Ont., tha occasion heing the anni-
veraary of the Ashburn church.

A familvy of nire personn pamed Lahaie
reaiding at North Ham, in the Y'rovince of
Queahee, has pulilicly abjured the Roman
Cathnlic Church to connect with the Pres.
hvterian misnion in the place under the care
of Mr. Jean Roy, a student in the Proaby-
terian Callege.

Rev. W. J. Clark, pastor of First church,
London, criticised the mndern practiosa of
some of the churches, Iast Sabbath. The
advertising of church services in the news.
papers, Mr, Clark considered a great con.
venience, but strongly ohjected to churchea
sdvertising a list of attractions lo draw a
crowd. .

Ogp Sabbath morning leat the Yoresters of
Ringatonto tha number of about one hundred
attepded divine service in Zioa church.
Rev. J. D. Roxd, pastor of the chureh,
preached an sppropriate sermen, choosing
for his text the wordain St. John xv. 12,
“ Love one another.” Tho church waa
beautifully decorated for the occasion, and
specisl music was rcodered.

Rav Dr. Somerville, pastor of Division
Kt, church, Owen Round. and Rev, Alex.
Gilrav, pastor f College St church. Toronto,
exchanged pulpite last Sahlath, Mr. Gilray
oonducting the special chilidren's servion in
the Owen Soeund church. At the moming
servica in College St. church, Dr. Samer
ville presided, and Dr. Margaret McKellar
tald in an intereating manner the atory of
our missicn work in India,

The annnal meeting of the onngregation
of L-ogwick 1Que ) chureh tark place oo the
afternoon of the 7th inat.  The pastor, Rev.
E. MacQeeen, presided.  Thetreasurerzead
the financial report asfollows : ~ Contributed
for congregational purprees, $1,U78: for
benavolent purpoeca, 3115 : building fuand,
$750 ; making a total of 81,943 for the past
fifteen monthe, Daring the past ten mantha
the Ladies® Afd Saciety has collected £300
which was handed orer to the treasurer of
the church.

Flawer Sunday was ohwerved in Knox
church, Wondstocs, ¢n Sabbath, At the

Well Known Pastor

Health, Voice, Appotitec and
Strength Falled - Completcly Re-
stored by Hood's Sarsaperilla.
*Jast yoar my haalth failed entirely.

My limbs wero %0 Wk that 1 could

scarcely walk. I had ao appetite and

aufferal wath constipation. My voice
tatled me {n the pulpit. 1 began taking

Hood's Sarsaparilla and very soon 1 saw

a great fmprovement. In the winter

was attacked withi the g oip which left me

weak and prostrated. 1T went tack to my
old friend, Hood's Sarsaparilla, which
sremns Lo e the thinig o me” RRV.C.S,

Beattary, paster Christuan  church,

Lowellvitle, Ohae, Rememler.

Hood’s Sram

parilla

Tethetenl  BYe e Ut Tine Fhesd Parifier.
Hood's Pl cur allTatl tds. wv ttuia

The Presbyterian Review

morning service the children deposited their
offericys of flowers in & larga receptacle,
which, when filled, speit nut the words.
** Feed my Lamhe.” Rev Jos. McCoy, of
Toronto, preached an able sermon from the
worda formed by the flowers.  In the after.
nnan & specisl children's service was held,
when several intoresting addrosses wera
given. The cvening service was canducted
hy Mr. McCoy. ‘T'haflawers were afterwards
distributed among the sick and poor.

An important dav in the history of the
congergation at Waterfond, N B, was
reached recently when the Rev, A. H. Camp-
hell wan ordained and inducted aa their
pastor, The church was crowded to ita
utmost capacity. Rer, 1. 1. Fraser preachod
the ordinat on sermor, Rev. \V. Rannie
addressed tha minister, and Rev. J. Rose
the people,  Mr. Camphell js a recent grad-
uste of 'ine Hill College, Haulifax, and
roters unnn hiv work with exoellent proa.
pects.  He is the first minister in this
charge which comprises sixty-two families
and has u communion roil of one hundred
snd.fifty members.

Sabhath June 12th waa thetilst anniversary
of thesettlement.of the ministeria St. John'a
Church Brockville., It was made the oocasion
of spocial rejoiceing by the congregation,
who manifested _heir thanksgiving by giving
aspecialoffering. Bometimaago Mr. Strachan
ssked for a collection of $955.00 to pav off a
finating debt and over §1,600 was put. in the
platen, Rev, A. McGillivray of Torenta
preached in the morning and Rev. J. B
Muillan of Fergus preached in the evening,
and in the afterncon & flower servics in con-
nection with the Sabbath School was held,
the services were all hearty and enthusiastio
and theoutlnek{nrthjscongregatidn wasnever
brighter, Mr, Strachan’s pastorate began
only last Septemher and he haa resson to
fell very thavkful and very happy at the
stoceet of the servioes.

A deputation from one of the larga and
influential Presheterian churches near Phila.
delphia, Penn,, visited Montreal during the
sitting of the General Asembly, for the
vurposs of selecting a suitable pastor for
their ocongrecation from thoea delegates
chosen to oceupy the citv nulbite during
their stay. Thev attended Tavlor church,
where the preacher for the evening was the
Rev. I M. Whitelaw, of Toeds, It iaander.
at00d the deputaticn decidcd to recommend
the inserting of his name in a call. The
stipend offered in 22,520 and free house and
gleve. 1t is, however, doubtfnl whether
Mr. Whitelaw will acesp?, ne he ju much
devated to an attached and laval penple
His present congregation is noted as one of
the largest and moat liberal in the devom.
ination, and has made rapid atrides for the
pret fow yearn,  Mp, Whitelaw isa graduate
in arta of McGill, and & B.D. of Morrin
College, Quebe>.

In vur Jast jesne The Alsska Feather and
lown Co., of Montreal, wishing to inform
our readers whare they can abtain the Patent.
Elastic Felt Mettreas in the U7 S referred
them to Ouatermoor & Ca, of New Yark
City.  This nnme wan wrangly epelled.
Hence this carrection. (1 course the Cana.
Aian  Headquarters for this ocelabrated
Mattroes it 20 Guy Street, Montreal,

A GOOD DICTIONARY FOR THREE
CENTS.

A dictionary containing the definitions of
10,000 of the mnet uveful and important
words in tha English Janrasge, is pohlished
by the Dr. Williams Medicine Co.. Brock.
ville, Oat.  While it containe some sdver-
tising, it is & complete dictionary, comciss
and correct,

In oumpiling s hook care has been
taken to omit none of those common words
whoee spelling or exent usa ocoasions at
times & momentary diffienlty, even to well
educated peopls. The main aim has bemn
1o oive a8 mauch usefal infarmation as poe.
sitla in & limted spacs,  With thizin view,
v'iete noun, adjectiva and verh are all obvi.
otaly ted inmeaning. nsually ona only
hae been inserted. ‘The volume will thaabe
found o0 contain the mesning ot very many
more words than it profeescs to explain,

To theee who already have o dictionary,
this Look will commend itesll because it is

cempact, light and convenient ; to those who
have nn dictionary twhalever, it will be in-
valuable, One may be secured by writing
to the ahove concern mentioning this paper,
and enclosing a three-cent stamp.

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERY.

The regulsr sesaicon of the Weatminster
Preabvtery was held in Bt. Andrews church,
New Westminster. on Tueaday, Jane 7th.
Nearly all the ministerial members were
nresent. A unanimous call was susteined
from the congregation of Mount Plewsant to
Rov. J. A. Bowman, ol Orvsial Citv, Mani.
tobs, The salary offered in $1.000 per
arnum, with one month of holidays each
vear, aud thy prospect of & manse in the
near fatare. The clerk was instructed to
forward the oall and accompanying pspers
tn the Presbytery of Rook Lake, and Rev.
James Farqubar, of Pilot Mound. was ap.
rointed 0 proesecute the call before that
Presbytery. The question o! determining
the name of the new church at Tynehead
called forth a lively discunnion. A grant ot
3500 had been made by the trurtees of the
estate of the Jate Peter Skeane Robertson,
of Edioburgh. to aid in bailding this
church, on condilion that the name of the
oharch be the Robertson Memorisl church.
The people of Tynehead were nesrly equally
Aivided for and sgminet eaid name. After
hearing the partiec, it was resclved hy the
Presbytery that, with the ocopgent of the
trnatees of said esiate, the »ame
¢ Roberteon ' should be dropved, ani the
church called ** The T'vnehead Presbyterian
Memntial church.” With this reeolution.
Mr. Roberison conourred and stated farther
that, wheu in Soolland, a abott time ago,
he had obleived permission to drop that
cffensive name, in the interests of peace.
The other parties also expresred thsir con.
oarrence. Rev. Mesers, Socoulerand ~‘clar.
o, leading in orayer. offered thavks fo tha
Great Head of the Cburch for the happy
salotion of this vexed question. It was
farther resolved that the Ladies’ Aid
Society be requested to place in the hands
af Rev, E. D. McLaren, convener of the H.
M. Committes, the smoont in their bande
eallccted for obnreh boilding potposse, and
Raeve. E, D. McLaren, Thomas Scouler, and
M. H. Nolotosh were appointed s Com.
mittena to select a eife for the new churod,
The Presbvtery aleo authorised tha moder-
ator and clergy o sign an spplioation tothe
church and manse bailding committer fora
grant of $150 to aid in building the Tyne-
head chorch. The nexs qoarterly meeting
of Preshytery wan anpeinted 1o he held in
Chilliwack on Taesday, Beptcmber 61b, at
Sp.m.

r SUFFERED FOR YEARS.

Joints and Limbs Were Swollem Three
Times Their Natural 8izo--The Sufferer
1n Bod for a Yoar and a Half.

From the Ecko, Wiarton, Oat,

Mrs Wni, Thew, who is well-known in
the town of Wiarton, was a sufferer from
heart trouhle and articulsrrheumatiom for a
verind of fifteen years, Lately her conditing
has 80 mach impraved that a reporter of the
Ecko called upon her to asnertain to what
cauee the chaoge wardue. Mrs. Thew while
nat ocnurting publicity, contented to give a
hrief statement of her case in hono that snme
othar sufferer might be bencfitted. She
said :—** My jointe were all swollen up to
three timea their natural a'za and for a year
and & half T wea unable to leava my bed, I
secured medical treatment and the docters
to)ld ma 1 would never he ahle to walk agein.
1 tnok medicine thev prescribed hat. it. failed
to give anv relief. I tock patent medicines
but they did not help me. Harving notired
an sdvertioement in a peper for Dr.
Williama® Pisk Pills, I concluded to give
them a trial aud they gave me veliof from
the time T commenced asing them aboat the
firat ¢f January last. 1 have taken tem
boxes, I am nnw ahle to goarmand withaat
aesistanoe and dn all my sework.” Dr.
Willisma’ Pink Tulls cure by going to the
root of the dlsiease. They renew and baild
up the hlood, and strengthen the metves.
thus drivicg dievass from the system. Avoid
imitations by insieting that every bax yeu
narcham iainclossd in & wrapner braring the
fall trada matk, Dr. Willisma® Ping Yl for
Tale Peopls,




