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L
CONDUCTED BY W, W.EATON.

Thon art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.—Peter.  On this Rock I will build
my Chuarch, and the gates of Hell shali not pgovail ngainst it.—~ 1%e Lord Messiah.

— — —— e )

NEGLECT OF A CHRISTIAN DUTY.

BrorrEr Earon—There appears to be & part of the primitive order
of Christian duty lying dormant in Apestelic ruins, and not as yet fully
comprehended by the people who claim the New Testament 1or thenr
articles of Faith, and Messiah for iheir Lord and leuder. The thing 1o
which 1 allude is the primitive onler of supporting and spreading the
primitive gospel. We find it first, in the germ, cleatly elicited in these
words of the Messiah, * Occupy ull | come™ (Luke xix. 18, Matt. xxv.
14) : fram which paralle it appears that the Lord Jesus has committed
to his servants, the disciples (Lis goods)—the whole Gospel economy,
with this express command, * Occupy tll I come ;” and if a Paul must
say “ who is sufficient for these things,” how muclumore should we feel
our infirmity in executing a trust so fraught wilh the weal or woe of all
mankind. But, returning to'our subjeet, we find this Paul disciplining the
Churches, like so many regiments of the soldiers of 1he Cross, in this
primitive order, while he admonishes them thus, * Holding forth the
word of life;” and again enjoms on the Corinthians to imitate the
churches of Macedonia in their liberality, who had * out of muchafflic-
tion and deep poverty,” * givea themseives first unto the Lord and then
unto the Apostles by the will of God.” {lere we huve a full develop-
ment of the thing alluded to above, that the disciples each one, as in proof
of their sincerity, co-operated with the apostles—gave themselves unto
the apostles by the will of Ged. If, therefore, it was his will that the
Macedonians should give themselves to the apostles, in order to carry
cut the principles of order ; if Titus was admonished 10 finish or perfect
this grace in the Corinthians, as a proof uf their professed subjection to
the Gospel of Clirist (2 Cor. ix. 13); and if the contribution of the Phi-
lippians (iv. 17, 18) wasasacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing unto God—
then it is clearly elicited to be the duty of all disciples, even at this pre-
sent lime, to give themselves unto the apostles by the will of God. But
some may ioquire, how can we give ourselves unto the apostles by the
will of God as in primitive tines, secing that the aposiles have slept
death ! 1answer by devoting vursclves to the same service, which the
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322 THE CHRISTIAN.

apostles called the primitive disciples to perform for them, viz., i ge.
cordance with our ability to assist them in the spread of the pure Gospel
of Christ ; and this a willing sacrifice, not by constraint but of a willing
mind. * Behold I am with you alway even unte the end of the world.”
This proves the Apostles’ commission and authority yet valid—to be
continued by the labors of the'saints in promoting the same cause § such
as proclaiming the gaspel to every creature, baptizing believing penitents
in the name of the Lord Jesus (or by his authority) into Christ. thus ad-
mitting the contrite, as the lambs of the flock, into all the privileges of
Church society, by organizing them into Churches, and ordaining elders
in all such Churches. But it may be objected that every disciple cannot
teach the christian religion. ¢ When for the time they ought to be
teachers, have need that some teach them again.”” ‘T'rue; but where is
that brother or sister to be found who cannot minister of their carnal
things in support of those who mny be qualified for such a work If
every brother and sister in these Provinces only, believing and under-
standing the will of the Lord and the charge committed to their trust in
this one particular, would come up to the help of the Lord agansi the
mighty tide of opposition and apostacy, we should be able to keep Turee
lahourers in the field even at the present time, while there is none as
yet settled down among us ; and by the faithful labours of three, in one
year, we should find the Lord’s work more revived in these Provinces
than by all the protracted meetings in the land, while we should expe-
rience so much of the divine faithfulness of his promises, that we should
become strong in the faith, and have our confidence fixed in the Lord’s
ways.,

Y propose no new scheme tocarry nto effect the foregoing propositions,
and would only remuud the Brethren that all things are perfect in Christ
Jesus, Paul has fixed the scheme of Christian co-operation (1 Cor. xvi.
1, 2), * Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him
m store as God hath prospered him, that there be no gathering when |
come.” Thus should the Churches, by their deacons, take in on every
Lord’s day that which we lay by us for this purpose; and so long as
there is & willing mind, there will be found in the Church that they who
preach the Gospel shouid live by the Gospel. But as it now is, might
not the Lord say of the Gentile Church as he has of the Jewish (Malachi
iii. 9), ¢ Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this
whole nation.”  (10), * Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that
there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the
Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.”
Moreover, in throwing off the hireling system we may hope to be deli-
vered from the ravages of the hireling, who cares more for the flecce
than the flock. .

I would not be understood to have any design of fostering clerical
pride, but as strengthening the up’ifted hands of those who would preach
the Gospel from city to eity, and from house to house, warning every
man and teaching every man, in order fo present every man perfectin
Christ Jesus. .

Micu. WaLLace.
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STRICTURLY ON ‘111, RLVILW OF JUHN M'CARTNEY 8 PAMPIULET

Wi solicit for the following articles, tot only a patient reading, but
ulso a careful review of all ths pages referred to by the writers. They
wre excellent brethren ; zealously and perseveringly devoted to the truth.
They are not opposed 10 literary attainments on the principle that  ig.
norance is the mother of devotion :” they consider literature und science,
under some circumstances, useful handmaids to the cause of the Lord ;
but not indispensable qualifications of the preacher or the pastor. They
hesitate when asked to bestow a fixed salary un preuchers and overseers
of the congregations of the Lord—not in consequence of an inordinate
love of money possessed Ly themselves, but because they think.such n
course is opposed fo the ** ancient order of things.” Few in the Pro.
vinces contribute more readily of their substance than they, when they
believe the cause of God and humanity require it. Reader, whatever
therefore may be your conclusions, hear these brethren putiently.

W. W. E»

REMARKS UPON PROTHER EATON'S REVIEW OF JOHN
M'CARTNEY'S PAMPHLET. (

\Vx have received, in the 7th No. of ‘T'he Christian, your review of
John M'Cartney’s pampldet, and we are of opinion that 1t contains a va-
uety of objectionablesmatter, and things altogether uncalled for. 1
purpose 1aking a glance at suine of themn ; but bc%ore proceeding, 1 would
make a few remarks. s

As J. M’C’s. pamphilet appears to have created a gond deal of specu-
lation, and as it scems there 1s a desire to know something about the au-
thor, 1 would say here, that although I forwarded it to bts printed in The
Christian, we know nothing about the autlior more than any other of the
readers of T'he Christian: w. are still igtiorant of his country, place of
residence, station in society, or whether he is dead or alive ; neither do
we know the religious budy he belongs to, any farther than the four
propusitions he advocates were always believed and acfed pon by the
body called Scoteh Baptists, but this does not make if certan that he be-
longed to them, as there were other bodics in Scotland aghéeing in these
propositions.  The pamphlet ip question was scot to me from Scotldid
a good masy years ago among other pumphlets, and atthough 1 after-
w.ad requested my correspondent fo say some. g about John M*Cartney’,
he weverdid so: I suppose he forgot iny request, as he writes to me every
year. I would here remark that J. M’C came out boldly before the
world like a man that felt confident in hus cause ; and like one who knew
how to argue and convey instruction fo lis readers, he divides and ar-
ranges his subject under four heads or propositions; he then takes up
ench of his propositionsin turn ; he makes a bold attempt to prove them
from the scriptures, and if he has not succeeded I think no one ever will.
He also defines his propositions so clearly that no person can mistake his
meaning ;* and I have no hesitation in saying that it is my humble opi-
nion you have not undermined one of his pillars. I see nothing in this
pamphlet but what 1 have believed and have scen acted upon for above
forty years, and my coming forward at present in oppasiiton t0. your re-

* See The Christian pp 14 71 72 165
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viow is not to defend J. M'C., but to defend doctrine that I behieved some
thirty years before I heard his name.

Now, Brother E., it appears to me that i reviewing J. M’C's. pamphlet
the following rules ought to have been observed—1st. You ought to have
1old us to which of his propositions you objected (in whole or in part).
2d. Quote his own words to which you objected, and give us the page.
3d. Define his errors.  4th. Shew that the proofs he attempted were not
applicable. 5th. Overturn him, if possible, with scripture langusge.
6th, Keep to the point in debate, not mixing up other matter which had
nothing to do with the poiut in dispute. By mixing up other matters not
gonnected with the pointin hand, mystifiesand leads away the mind from
the point ; it also perplexes and bewilders simple readers, who may not
have abilities to follow a disputant through subtle and circuitous reasoning.
1 think the above rules have been too much neglected by you.

la page 194, you say * But on two points we are compelled to record
our dissent.” You do not tell us to which of his propositiens your points
of.dissent refer: 1 have come to the conclusion your first point had refer-
ence to his first proposition, namely, * Classical learning is not necessary
to qualify for preaching the Gospel, or discharging pastoral duties.”*
Now, Brother Eaton, have you the courage to take the affirmative
against J. M'C., that is, are you ready to say classical learning is neees-
sary for preaching the gospel &c. This 1 consider to be the very pivot
of the dispute. J. M’C. says classical learning &c. is not necessary, and
he brings forward seven rcasons to prove his proposition.t Now it
would seem to me from what you have said}, that you admit classical
learning is not necessary in some circumstances, but in other circum-
stanges it is necessary : if this be your view, just say so; butit is in-
cumbent vpon you if this is your view, to draw a clear line of demarca-
tion befween those circumstances where classical learning 15 necessary
and those circumstances where they are rot. This line of demarcation
must be proved from tlie scriptures, otherwise it has no claim on our
credence ; but in place f quoting J. M'C’s. own words to which you ob-
jected, and defining the error they contained, and bringing scripture to
bear upon them (and which seems to me to be the only way you couid
expect-to overthrow him ), it appears you have only imaginary difficulties
to bring egainst hun, Your reasoning in page 194, reminds me of the
conduct of Pzdobaptists when opposing .mersion—not having confi-
dence in any thingthey can bring from scripture, they have recourse to
iroaginary difficulties ; such as, that the three thousand could not be im-
mersed in one day, and that it woald be imprudent to plunge delicate fe-
males over head and ears in cold watet in winter. [ leave it to the reader
fo say if it isnot in such small ware you deal in the last quoted page.
In the same page you labour hard to get J. M’C. into & supposed difficulty !
I request the reader to turn 1o the last quoted page, to examine this dif-
ficulty, and save me the trouble of quoting it. At your reguest (same
page) I step in tosee if I can relieve him out of this supposed difficulty ;

* See page 14.

t The_ reader is referred to the 1st amd 2d Nos. of The Christian, for the reasons
brought forwardby J M'C in 2upport of his proposition

$ Page 194
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and first, I would say that the Lord Jesus gefore he ascended up on high
promised to be with his apostles, even to the end of the world. Now I
can rely with perfect confidence on this promise, that the Lord Jesus
will always provide a sufficient number of learned aund unlearned men
to defend the apostolic writings, and remove every real difficulty. I
never knew any pastor in such a dilemma as you suppose J. M'C. to be
in, neither do you say you ever knew such ; and is not sufficient for
the day the evil thereof ? and when every sect in Christendom has their
learned men to defend them, is it to be supposed that the advocates of
truth will be less fortupate thaiy their neighbours?  For my past T think
I would have more* difficulty to find a man that studied the classics to
make merchandize of souls,than 1 would have to find men that made
great sacrifices for truth. Away then with imaginary difficulties; for
it was such that was the cause of the ruin and overthrow of the house of
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who made Israel tosin. See the history of
that ancient King,

Your second point of dissent would seem to refer to J. M'C's. fourth
proposition, namely, that it is the duty of pastors to support themselves.t
You say (p. 195), “ The other poiut wanting in proof—not fully sus-
tained by either the example or precept of the New Testament—is that
of ministerial support.” [ mustsay that [ am somewhat at a loss to know
what you mean by the above. 1did not understand that J. M'C. under-
took to prove ministerial support : his proposition is * that it is the duty
of pastors to support themselves ** Now, Bro. E., do you mean to say
that this proposition is ot sustained by either the example or precept bf
the New Testament ? If you do mean this, I earnestly and respectfufly
request you and the reader to examine the scripture proofs brought for-
ward by J. M'C. in the 4th and 5th Nos. of The Christian, One passagb
I cannot help transcribing, *1 have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or
apparel. Yea, ye yourselves know that these hands have ministered unto
my necessities and them that were with me. 1have showed you all
things, how that so labouring you ought to support the weak, and to re-
member the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to
give than to receive.” Acts xx. 33-36. Now,Bro. E., thisone passage
triumphantly proves J. M'C's, proposition, although there ‘was not afio-
ther text in the Bible upon the subject, for the above passage wis ad-
dressed to the pastors of a christian church. Let the candid Yeader exa-
mine and compare what you have said in your review, and what J. M’C.
has said in the 4th and 5th Nos. of The Christian, and say then whithof
you have made the most successful attempt atsustaining your propositions.

In examining what you say, pages 195 and’ 197, it would seem to me
that you hold the popular notion of two classes of elders—one class to
support themselves, and the other class to devote their whole time to
preaching and study, and receive a comfortable maintenance ¢ this is the
only way that I can reconcile what you say in the above pages. If this
is your view, it is incumbent upon you to draw a line of demarcation”
between these two classes of clders, that we may be able to dissern be-

* We do not understand Brother S. here : we suppose how ever that he intended

b say *less difficuliy "—1p.
t See page 100,
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tween the elder we are'to support and the cae wiio must support himself,
This is a practical question, \hich requires 1o be settled immedintely : |
wantto know which of these two classes [ belong to, that { may govern
myself accordingly.  You say (p. 191), * Men wholly devoted to study
and the proclamation of the truth, are just as necessary in every com-
munity of ouc or two hundred families, 1n order to its success, as the un.
dwided labour of the schoolmaster.”” Now, bro. E., it scems you ex-
pected us 10 receive the above assertion without any scripture proof: 1
«an see no proof even atiempted. Now 1 feel disposed to make an as.
sertion in opposition to yours, but Iam not disposed to have mine without
proof.  Tsay men wholly devoted to study and the proclamation of the
truth, are not necessary for every one or two hundred families ; and Tgo
for proof to the 19th and 20th chapters of the book of the Acts. Thero
we find the Apostle Paul arriving at Ephesus, where he labours exten-
sively and successfully for three years ; he testified to Jews and Greeks
repestance towards God, and fath towards our Lord Jesus Christ ; he
also testiiied the gospel of the gruce of God—be even declared the whole
counsel of God—he taught” pubticly from house to house—he warned
every one night and day with tears. . Did the aposile during these three
years spend'gis whole time in studying and preaching >  No such thing.
Hear his own words: **1 have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or ap-
parel ; yea, ye yoursclves know that tho<e hands have ministered to my
necessities, and to those that were with me.”  Let us now inquire what-
instructions he gave 1o the ~lders ot E hesus: did he say o A. and B,,
ye must spend your time in preaching and study, and receive a com-
fortable support; and to C., D. and E., ye must support yourselves the
best way youcan. No, he says to one and all of them, “1 have shewed
you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and
to remember the woids of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed
1o give than to receive.”

You say (p. 196), ““ Did not Paul appeal to his own zeal, devotion,
and Jabours, as a pattern worthy the imrtation of the Ephesian elders.”
Very good. 1 ask then, why did you not quote the apostle’s address 10
these clders, and echo answers why !. No doubt the reason was'that you
sa'v that the apostle’s wards were in direct opposition to your system of
devating, ien wholly to study and preaching ; but [ have quoted them,
and it 15 incumbent upon you, and the readers of The Christian has a
right to demand of you an explanation of the epostie’s words here and
¢lsewhere, in consistency with your plan of men devoting their whole
time to study ‘and preaching. J. M'C., after fortifying himself with the
armour of righteousness—so tauch so, that Brother E. with all his abili-
ties does not even mahe an attempt to take from him one part of his ar-
mouf wherein he trusted (for I do not find in your review one sentence
quoted from him to define its error)—sallies out of his castle like one
conlident in his cause : heattacks his opponents ou their chosen ground ;
e takes up the texts they buwild upon ; he examines thesc in their con-
nexions (a rational way of guiug to woik), aud he gives explavations of
thiese textssin perfect harmouy with all he had <id* 1 uow ask why
sou did pot follow be cvample wyourvevie s & The reader s respecet-

s Seepp 111140
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fully requested to examing what I. M'C. hats smd 10 the pages just now
referred 1o, as explanatory of our views and the views of all the other
bodies in Scotland, who agree with him on his fourth proposition, as it
would be impraper for me to occupy the pages of The Christian with the
same evidence produced by J. M'C.in the 4th and 5th Nos. of the pre-
sexrxs volume.
ow, Bro. E., I haye several objections to your plan of devoting men

wholly to study and preaching: 1st. Because it is in direct opposition to
the esample and precept of the apostle Paul, which he urges upon the
Ephesian clders and others ; 2d. Because of the difficulty of reducing it
to practice. I do not believe that any ordinary man is able to devote
twelve or fourteen hours a day for a whole year to study and preaching ;
neither did | ever know any community that could afford to listen to
preaching every day. Small churches are not able 10 bear the burden
of such men, and in large churches (if constituted according to the pri-
mitive order) such men are not needed—for in such churches there will
be such a supply of gifis as to render such men unnecessary. In the
plan of edncation you gave usin the first few Nos. of the present volume
of The Christian, you seem very much to approve of students working
five or six hours every day ; can you see any good reason why the same
rule should not be applied to pasiors and preachers ? I think they might
work six or eight hours every day, and have plenty of time to study and
reach.
: But although we have hitherto believed that John M’Cartney’s four
propositions were founded in scripture, yet we are willing and even de-
sirous to sec any thing brought from scripture against them, We have
no interest, even in a pecuniary point of view, to hold error; for we ate
not hireling preachers, but ouly Lumble advocates of what we believe to
be truth. We say then 10 you, and to all readers of The Christian, sift
these propositions to the bottom : if they contain errors, let thein be de-
fined and condemned by scripture ; observe the rules laid down in the
first page of this paper, and we shall hear what any one has to say, but
we are not to be imposed upon with quibbling, sophistry, circuitéus or
subtle reasoning. .

I remain your dear brother and fellow labourer in the Lord's vineyard,

Janes Siniers.

P. 8. T hope that the readers will excuse my homely way of expres-
sing myself in the foregoing remarks, as I received but a small portion
of education. Moreover, 1 knew nothing of the language I am writing
in untit I was grown up to manhood ; and this is the first article that has
ever appeared from 1y pen in print; neither would I at this time come
forward, did [ not consider that truth required it. - J.8.

River John Road, Pictou (N. S.), Sept. 30, 1548. ‘

REMARKS ON THLE REVIEW OF JOHN MCARINEY™S
PAMPHLET, IN THE SEVENTH NUMBLR OF THE CHRIS LIAN.
‘Though there are some things in the review with which 1 am pleased,
at the same time there are others with which I am not satisfied. As it
would occupy both time and space to point out the beautes, | hope the
author will pardon me for addpting a contrary course (though it may be
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worldly), thot of endeavoring to shew part of the fallacies 1t contains.
‘This may be doune by ndhering 10 o practice of the Romun law, that of
having the review and the pumphlet fuce to fuce, with liberty to answer
for itself. On two poinis then. disscnt is 1ecorded with the admission
that itis but in part.  First, “‘T'hat under no - wrcumstances u classical
education is necessary in order properly and seripturally to fill the pas-
toral office.”  Second, * ‘T'he other point wanung in proof, not fu!lygus-
wined by ei'her the examplé or precepts of the New Testument is that
of n.inisterial support.”” | would here preface my remarks on this point
by two passages of scripture. Gen. iii. 19, ** Inthe sweat of thy face
shalt thou eat bread. 2 Thess. ni. 10, * For even when we were with
i'ou, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should
le eat.” From the nbove quotation from your review, I think it may
appear evident t~ even a casual reader that you have introduced matter
into 1t in several places, and in the present instunce not treated on by
John M’Cartney in the pumphlet under consideration, it being only inci-
dentally mentioned while illustrating the gualfications, duties, and re-
wards of Apostles, and endeavouring to sustain his position, and clear 1t
of every thing not immediately connected with his subject: * That it is
the duty of pastors to support themselves.” Thus inp. 107, “[f this
right is still to be appealed to, it must be for the same or similar labour
as that for the performance of which it was originally granted.” A right
is here acknnwledged that simiarlabor as that of the Eposlles’ entitles to
the same hire. Again, he admuts * this right may be plead with propriety”
(p. 141). That labourers in the word should be enlarged by the churches
to preach the gospel in the regions beyond, isevident : women ministered
unto Jesus of their substance. That the Apostle and those with him were
loaded with such things as were necessary, the scriptures shew : 2 Cor. x.
16; Actsxxviii. 10.  The same Apostle tells the Corinthiaus, we have not
used this power (that he had as an apostle of Chiist) that I may make the
yospel of Christ with out charge, that ] abuse not my power in the gospel.
The costly array and fashionable luxuries of many of the professed follow-
ers of Jesus, but ill accords with the example set by his apostles, likewise
of themeek and lowly So of God, the Captain of salvation, who was made
perfect thraugh sufferings, and who onanother occasion said, gather up the
fragments that remain that nothing be lost. But to return to what fol-
lows, *That every congregation of the Lord should have three or more
elders, bishops, overseers, pastors. * * * That all these overseers should
be sustained in case and oflluence by the congregation over which they
preside, is un idea not 10 be entertained by any one having any respect
for his own judgment, or any general knowledge of the christian scrip-
tures.” The phrase * ministerial support” coupled with a sentence in
vour review (p. 196), where you say, * or did he, Paul, utier an un-
changeable truth, applicable 10 all labourers in general, and to those who
labour in word and doctrine in particular. That the latter is the fact
nppears to us as plain as a sunbeam.” | would observe here that the
design of this passage seemingly to wpe is, that pastors being a part of the
ministry, consequently they have a vight to ministerial support. This
appears to me not particularly calied for at the present time in your re-
view? as Johu M'Cartney in the pamphlet under consideration, has not
denicd thewr scnptural nights,  See p. 108, * Another reward is the



‘PHE CRRISTIAN. 329

igh esicem in which churchies are to bold their pastors, and which is to
manifestitself by submitiing themselves ta them in the Lord, and count-
ing them worthy of double konour, one way of expressing which, is by
unnistering to their temporal necessities, &e.”  Agam in p. 110, * And
the poor, not from nny consideration of the christian law in his favour.”
Wa have here then o pretty full acknowiedgment that the Jaw with the
authority of tho lawgiver is in the {favour of the pustorsin his churches.
But again, if I comprehend your meaning, you say in p. 197, * Bishops
while they rule in the fear of the Losd must receive a libural support,”
If this is not ease and affluence, it certainly is buta small remove from it.
So that itis high time we examine ourselves with respect 1o éur general
knowledge of the christian scriptures, and see what respect we. cun have
for our own judgment. The principal seripture evidence for this sup-
port, is that of Paul to ‘Limothy. ** ‘I'he labourer is worthy of his reward.”
That this passage is highly figurative, 1 think will appear when we con-
sider the following scriptures, Lev. xix. 13; Dew. xxtvy 14-—xxv. 43
aud respecting temporal things may mean nothing more than in these
parallel passages, Matt. x. 10; Luke x. 7. The hypocritical, scribes
and pharisees had their reward in the glory of men; not so with the
faithful follower of Jesus the- Son of God; the principal rewurd of the
christianteacher is futwe—a crown of glory that. fadeth not.awsy. The
present age and generation is {ruitful in men with the desires after tem.
poral things that Baruch had, seeking great things for themselves, The
scriptural answer to such is, seek them not. 1f ihey taike our Loid's
counsel it shall be well with them : * Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you”—
that is all necessary things.

The other or first point according to the review, not {uily sustained, 1s
“ that under no circumstances a classical education is necessary in order
propecly and saripturall, w0 fill the pastoral office.”” Now. respecting
this, I remark that baving read the pamphlet, I can find no.passage in 1
with the idea conyveyed in the above quotation. You . represent.this.as
un ultra view ; permit meto ask what makesitso; do notthe words * under
no circymstances ?** You are aware that men professiag christianity have
made the acquisition. of classical learning, diwvinity, and sgience, indisy
pensably necessary ; and John M'Cartney advocates.that,they are nat
necessary in order scripturally. to discharge the duties of the pastaral
office. He says, ¢ But the question instantly occurs, does classical
learning constitute any part of this fitness?  If it does, let those who say
so produce the passage from the law and the testimony which demands
its acquisition, and the question is decided” (p. 56). As this course has
not been adopted, afler what has been written both for and against these
different modes of procedure, I deem itunnecessary to enlarge fariher
on this point at present. .

It is my belief that human learning should be cunsidered a¥ secondary,
that a church of Christ in the selection of office-bearers is to.be.gu?ﬂed
only by scriptural precept. The qualifications specified.by the apasile
Paul are partly natural, the greater part spiritus} gifts,-and others, ac-
quited. Wae should always consider the Holy Spirit the. teacher,, ihs
word of God the rule or laws, aud the weans of acquisition to be the
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diligent and prayorful study of thisbook, ‘The man who waits upou the
Foord 1o this way 1s likely to attain an aptness us teaching, which the man
trus g to his great classical attatnnicots knows nothing of. | have now
cudeavored to shew thaton this point you have gone beyond what he did
say ; and in your second, connecting the pastoral office with that of the
preacher of the gaspel who laboues 10 the word and doctrine, not treated
on in the pamphict under review.  'F'hiere are some cxpressions | regret
to see in the review, such ag, a professor who has only the taleut to make
money. | tear that such professors have not the love of God in theie
hearts, or the we  heing of the souls of thewr fellow-men.  Agawm, the
names of Mackuigit und Wesiey are personally mentioned, and other
doctors and teachers, and the Linguage as of from Joln M’Cartney, ap-
phed, ©they have studied the classics to prepare them to muke mer-
chundize of souls,””  After having stated a question, vouash ¢ will ing
admirers give us an answer for himn”  As § donot avow myself the par.
ticular admirer of a brother man. 1 feel exonerated from going inwo the
question you have propounded, lcaving 12 to those who with unwearied
cye explore the latent depths of durk philosophy ; but would say that
there may be brethren in churches with gifts for the acquisition of lan-
sruages and other tearning, who ai the same time may be very deficient
in the requisite qualifications for the Elder’s oftice.  Again, I thiek therz
can be wo circumstances by winch a muan may be surrounded that will
warrant him in gowng into any extreme, or beyond the authority and
word of the Lord.

1o conclusion permit to say, and inireat christians not 1o construe
what [ or a1y other man may seem to have said, wto a disrespectful ne-
glect of those che.stian duties commanded by our Lord, and was con-
tiemed unto us by them that heard i, James says, ** If a brother or
sister be naked, and destitate of daily fuud, and one of you suy untothem
depart in pence, be ye wurmed and filled 5 notwithstanding ye give them
oot those things which are needful to the body, what doth it profit 7
Our Lord also says, “ Sell alt that ve have and give alms; provide
yourselves bags which wax ot old ; a trensurein the heavens that fadeth
not.” The cwsemina'ion of the word of life, the proclamation of the
gospel of pecace and sulvation, the necessities of the saints, demand the
honoring of the Lord with our substance. That we may glorify God in
our bodies and in our spirits, which are God’s, is the prayer of your’s in
the bond of truth, D. F.

Pictou, October 19, 1843,

REMARKS ON THE LETTERS OF J. SILLERS AND . F.

I am apprehensive that neither Jobn M’Cartney’s pamphlet, nor my
remarks on ii, have been fullv understood by brother Sillers. 1 do no
say that this 45 the case, butsuch s my opmon. 1 will, however, re-
capitulate Mr. M’C’s. main posstions, and then state in what we agree
and where we differ.

1. “Classical learning is not necessary to qualify for preaching the
wospel, or discharging pastoral dunes.”

By the phrase * clussical learning” here, 1t 13 not easy to ascertain how
he wiches to be understond. [t may mean the eatire cirele of sciences
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taught in the Umversities of Britain, ¢ Classieal” way wican a know-
ledize of authors ¢ firstin rank,” or it may meanno more than * elegunt.”
M. M'C. hos not defined his meaning.  We ure left 10 eonjecture,  Of
the elders v the churches ordained during the labors of the Aposiles
Paud and B ornabas, he has said (pi 55) thev conld not have had classicul
learning beause they had not time to obtain such knowledge, andaf they
had ¢ there were no acadeinies, colleges, or universties” in those days
in which they might study. By this we should conclude that he means
that it is nut necessary that a man should have been a graduate of a
literary and theological institution, in order to preach the gospel or over-
s.e a congregation of the Lord.  If thisis his posiuon, I agree with him
perfectly, providing he will allow me to supply one word 1o his propo-
sition—*“ordinarily :” * Classical learning ordinarily is not necessary”
etc. For not only such cases as that suggestedin my review may occur.
but for missiunaries gring to heathen hunds; for preachers of the gospel
going from Britain to Fuance, lwly, Germany and other Buropean na-
tuns 3 to give cotrect trauslations of the Oracles of Gud, aud 10 meetthe
numerous cavilting oppouents of the truth, a geod gevera! and even cri-
tical knowledge of the word of Gud in the original Greek and Hebrew,
would be indispensable.  No antelligent christian would dispute this, 1
trust, though Ishould not quote the chupter and verse where sych quuli-
fications are recorded ! .

It is as much the duty of the church now todo all in its power to save
sinners, as ever it was. That company of disciples which is not.enden-
voring to convert the world, has not the spirit of Christi—is not nnitating
that congregation commended by the Apostle (1 Thess. 1. $) for
“ sounding out the word of the Lord.” lislight has already becone
dim, and will doubtless seon be removed out of ks place. ,

If a chureh, then, desire to send, the gospel 10 Greece, or Arabin, or
China, will they wait and pray for God to call and qualify a Greek,
Arab, or Chinaman, or will they du what they can by liuman means 1o
qualify some of their number fur the work ? For u kaowledge of original
Hebrew and Greck, as well agthese languages, would be essentral to such
o missionary. Brother Sillers says, “ the Lord Jesys, bas promiscd to
be with his disciples, to thz end of the world ;* and he is confideat * that
the Lord Jesus will always provide a sufficient number of learned and
unlearned men to defend the Apostolic wri ings” &c. Has the Lord,
since the Apostles, raised up men miraculously to defend his- word ?
Brother S. will not so affirm.  Iiig true the Lord will be with the Apos-
tles in the word of truth which he commiited to them, but that word must
be understvod.  And unless the congregations of the Lord do what they
can to educate their members who have the othier quohfications for tench-
ing the gospel, they have ne assurance that the church will possess such
men.  What reason have we to believe that the f.ord will convertzome
educated infidel or opposer of the truth to do hiswork! 'The Lurd may
do s0—1 doubt not his power ; but | know not where such a promise is
iccorded.  To wait for him todoso, would be fittle short of presumption.
He: might cause oaks 10 grow without the acorn, as he did injthe csca-
tiom, bat he dees nut; anud we ray he will not.  Lhis word is the sced
wlhieh he has @iven e church. 'Hhis seed must be sown, or men will
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not be converted to God.  Men must * hear the word of the Lord and
understaad it” or they cannot be saved. Now, [ cannot quote the chap-
ter nud verse where God commands us to translate the Scriptures from
the llcbrew and tne Gieek ; but [ know it must be done, or men cannot
* hear and understand” the truth. ‘The conclusion then, to me s irre.
sistible, that it is the duty of christinns either 10 prepare themselves 1o
proclaim the truth to all men in theirown language or ad those who can.
But 1 presume that 1 have follewed this thought far enough. Neither of
the brethren who have addressed me, nor yet Mr. M’C., would differ with
e in these things. And yet to 1ake his first proposition without qualifi-
cation, it might be fairly inferred that he contended that a knowledge of
the original languages were ander no circumstances necessary. In my
review I have culled this an * ulira’® view of the subject. Brother F.
thinks that the substitution of “ under no circumstances” to his prope-
sition has made it vitra!  But I wou'd ask, has not Mr. M*C. labored 1o
establish that view ?  Has Le not endeavoured 1o shew that in no case
were these qualifications necessary?  He appears to have lost sight of
the fact, that the Lord lesus when he sent down the Holy Spirit on the
day of Pentecost, communicated to the church a knowledge of all the
ianguages, and heuce it was not necessary forthe Apostlesto study them.

But in Britain and America, classic qualifications would seldom be ne-
cessary lo enable an intelligent English scholar to proclaim the gospel,
or (possessing the otler prerequisites) to teach the disciples the “all
things” commanded by the Lord.

After these very desultory remarks, [ hope the brethren will under-
stand me, and conclude that [ am not so very far removed from their
{avorite author, or from their own views of the qualifications of pastors,
and preachers of the gospel.  But, I ought, perhaps, to give them a rea-
son for noticing this proposition in my review. 'The Christian was being
represented by its enemuies as opposed to education—that it everted a
< deleterious mfiuence upon the ministry.”  Garbled extracts from Mr.
M’C's. pamphlet were madete prove this. I chose, therefore, 1o say that
I did not faver even that apparent leaning of his towardsa contemptuous
appreciation-of & thorough kunowledge of the languages in which the
Holy Spirit first revealed the mud and will of Jehovah.

Proposition IL. That *¢ no Church canbe complete without a plurality
of pastors’ meets my entire approbation; for it is proved by the word of
God most conclusively. That any society calling itself a church of
Christ should lase sight of thss, is to me most astonishing. How sucha
people can revere the word of Ged as a sufficient rule of faith and prac-
tice, is most marvellous.

Proposition III. That *itis the imperative duty of the ordinary mem-
bers of the church to contribute, according to their respective abilities, to
promote its public teaching,” is also worthy of all acceptation. 1 would
rejoice to see all the tcaching, preachmg, exhorting, praying, singing,
and alms-giving 1alent in the church. crongin fully inio requisition both n
public and in private, op all suitable occusions.

And here, I would remark by the way, 1s i mv humble opinion, the
great fanlt in our bretheen’s favorite Svoich Bapust churches.  ‘Lherr
aifts and talents have been confined mamly 1o the vider of worship. and
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the regulation of the internal affairs of the.choreh. Preaching and
exhorting as well as teaching has been cenfined mainly 1o the church.
Faint and feeble have been the efforts, in 100 many ehurches, to convent
smners from the error of their ways. They hove heen careful to con-
iribute of their substance to help and comfurt the bodies of the poor and
ncedy disciple, while meetings have seldon heen held for the purpose
of converting sinners. To 1ake efficient, talented brethren from their
secular employment, to go into the highways and hedges to call sinners
lo repentence, formed but a small part of their plan, and hence they have
made slow advances ; and unless they do more towards enlightening and
converting the world, in the common course of events, ibeir sogieties
must soon become extinct. 1 head, however, a few weeks since, that
the church in Edinburgh, which so long enjoyed the laboss of Archi-
bald M’Lean, now maintains one of its pastors, whether for the purpose:
of “ sounding out the word of the Lord"” 1o convert sinners, or for the
hetter care of the church, I am not informed. In eonclusion on this
head, T would remark : frow: all 1 have learncd in the good word of God,.
from history and observation, I huve no hope of the continued prosperity
of any body of people, professing to take God’s word as their only rule
of faith and practice, unless they use all their talents in God’s service.
‘The church must live well before the world, they must every men of
them acquire all the knowicdge hie can. and then according to his ability,
both in public and in private, teach, preach, and exhort saints and siuners,
and also contribute as the Lord has prospered kim, to sustain these who
are capable and willing to go where Christ has not been named. Show
me a church of this character, and | will show vou one that enjoys con-
tinued prasperity at home ; and one too that 16 blessing the world as
large : and this brings me to Myr. M’Cartney’s

IV. Proposition : “ The duty of Pastors 10 support themselves.,” This
15 the point on which my dear biethren are so sensitives This subject
has called forth many an essay, and many contiadietory volumes. Were
it not for the well-fed, and well-paid parsons that surrounded friend
M°Cartney, we should, in all probability, never have had this, or the other
propositions so carefully and methodically stated, and so fully elaborated.
lam pleased that one so competent has a1 gued the question ; and although-
in some things, I differ from him, yet I think not muck more than my,
worthy brother Sillers!  But the great question is not, what is the opi-
nion of this or the other writer, but what says the word of God relative
to sepporting, pecuniarily, the pasters of the congregations of the Lord.
This is Mr. M’Cs. proposition.  But, if 1 understand brother Sillers, he
includes in the proposition not only the elders of the congregasion, but
tll who labor in word and dccwrine.  Brother S. would give to no mana
farthing or a loaf of bread as a teacker of the christian religion, unless
he were absolutely in want—bhe then would contribute to his support—
not as a remuneraticn for his labors, for the benefit of tbe church or the
world, but as he would to a pauper; 10 one of the poor of the flock, that
actually needed the alms of the church tosave him fromstarvation. This
is also the doctrine of Mr. M'C., not, however, in reference to preachers
of the gospel, who go abroad to announce the glad tidings of salvation,
or to missionaries, but in referenoe 10 pastors. Hear him {p. 130):
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“The words, therelore, * let the elders that rule well, be counted wortly
of double hoaor,” include maintenance, only when that is necessary to the
praper expression of the churel’s esicem 5 cxaetly in the same sense
which children ase to honor their parems, by supplying their wants when
they are uaable to majgtain themselves 1" What Me. M°C, says of pus.
tors, brother 8. would sy of all procluimers of the gospel!  ‘I'he latier
intruduces Paul’s address to the L]phesiuns as an example, not only i
pustors, but te all others. 1f | understand brother S., he 1s oppoced 1o
bestowing ¢ wages” upon any man laboring for the spiritual benefit of
enber suint or simper. Not so Mr. M'C,  Hce adwits the right of the
Apostles;, and of preachers when their work bears a similarity tothat of
the Apastles.  Aad this is all that [ have ever contended for!  Bat to
please brother Sitlers, I must give the * page™ where he hasmade this
adission! . 143, “The Aposile having disposed of these two classes,
ailudes toa thitd, whom he siyles ¢ laborers . word and doetrine,’ or
missionaries ; men devoting thew ume and talems to the conversion of
sianers, aud the spread of the gospel, and have left their homes and
secular callings for this importantwork. 1z support of the specinl honor
due to such, the Apostie quotes the Old Vestament injunction, not to
muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn j fhis rule haming
a similar application 10 LABORERS IN THE GO~PEL, AS TO APOSTLES, from
the offinity of their wark™® Mafk these words of Mr. M’C., and then
see the conclusion forced upon hun!  When men * labor in word aud
doctrine” and in doing so have to neglect their ¢ secular eatlings,” they
have the same right to a maintepauce that the Apostles had, in conse
quenco of ** the affiaity of their work.” Again on the same pige, Mr.
M'C. snys, commenting on Gul. vi. 6, *“ Nothing can be ore reasona-
ble, than for those, who have received the knowledge of the truth, to
communicale 10 the temporal necessities of those who, for thetr spinitual
benegt. have depaved themselves of the means of minstering totheir own
wanfs ”  Aad again (p. 114), after examiningseveral passages of scrip-
ture, adduced by those who advocate the claims of pastors for support,
he says: “'They cloarly teach christians their duty towards thoze, whose
zeal for the conversion of sinners, and witose Fibdrs in spreading the
gospel, have deprived them of the nieans of winistering to thelr own

JRecessiies. Whide on the other hand, such laborersin the gospel, and
teachers of the word, are bound by the precepts and examples recorded
in scriptare, to guard against any abuse of this christianlaw ; and as far
as possible, keep themseives fiom being burdensome § and in every in-
stance to manifest, that they are actuated by the same spint breathed in
these apostolic words, * we seck not yours, but yeu,” ?

These quotations are all suflicient, I trust, 1o scttle the point before ns,
vumnely, that Mr. M’Cartney adinits the claims of those who ¢ labor m
ward and doctrine™ to a reasonabie cotnpensation for time thus employed,
and also that itis a ¢ christian law,” and that itis the duty of those who
are ** taught in the word™ to ** communicaie 1o lum that 1eacheth, in all
good things.” Here weare agreed.  lask nothing more for the heralds
of truth and rightesusness ; they ask nothing more for themselves than
that their brethren shall bear sheir part of the expense of carrying the
frath to those who are in darkness and :n s, But wiil my brother St
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lers agree with us® I fearnot! Ou a reconsideranon of the whole
premises, however, [ hope he will find that this view accords with 1he
oracles of God. But he wust bear in mind that these conclusions miki.
1ate against his imerpretation of Acts xx. 33-35. Paul addresees thisto
the bishiops (the word rendered * overseers™ verse twenty eight, is the
same that in other places is translated * bishops™), having the aver-
sight of the congregation in Bphesus, and so does Mr. M'C. apply it ; but
brother S. uses the passage s applicable to all wlio lubour in word and
doctrine to prove an ussertion, as an offset to mine, that pne individual
laboring constantly in study and in word and doctrine, in svery commu-
nity of one or two hundred fumilies, was not necessary. If,as Mr. M°C.
says, thui passage refers only o the pastoral vffice, why then introduco
it Lo disprove the utility of & congregation of the Lord sustining a com-
peient evangelist in every commumuty large cnongh to employ il hs
ume in teaching, reproving, exherting, with all long sufferng and doc-
wrine, In this degenerate age, ure not such k horers as nceessary-us
were Timothy and Tius 2 Evangehsts hke them are grealy needed ;
and if Timothy, afier being for some time associated with the Apostle
Paul was, by him, adwonished to give himself “to reading, to exhortu-
tion, to doctrine’—to “ meditate vpon these things—to give himsell
wiholly 1o them”—that his ** profiting might uppear to alt”—or in all
things—how much greater the necessity for such labourers now ! But
this deficiency of the congregations of the Lord is, to me, so obyieus,
that they demnnd rather a scries of essays than a passing rémark.

But 1o return. 1 huve alluded to the points of agreement with Me.
M'C's. fourth p.roposition, and in which we appear to differ with brother S.
I now come 10 examine what I consider a wrong paosition of our authar.
{ cannot admit that everseers of 1he congregations of the Lord have no
claims on their brethren for a maintenance in whole or in part except as
paupers. Thisisin fact Mr. MCs. propositien. I pastors whenever
paysically able, are to support themselves and fumilies ; il this is an or-
dinance of God, then is it wrong to contribuie any thing tewards their
support while they possess thus ability. I+ <« he that will not werk, nei-
ther shall be eat,” is to he applied to pastors, and if ¢ in the sweat of
his face he shall eat his bread,” applies exclusively to physical effort for
a maintenance, then have 1 entirely misunderstoud the word of God on
liese points.  If the reader will agam examine these passages in their
connexion, and shew that they have the host remiote bearing upon the
question now under consideration, I will give his exposition & most con-
spicuous place in The Christian,and send half.x dozen copies of the third
und fourth volumes of this work to any one he shall name.

As it would occupy too much space in one number 1o go into an exa-
mination of all Mr. M'C’s. arguments, and the strictures of brethren S.
and F. hkewisc, I will endeavour to ascertain the true and fuil value of
the testimony on which brother S, so confidently relies, und in reference
to whieh be hus attempied to lay the rod on me so severely. | shall,
Lawever, atiempt no reply to the reason that brother S. assigns for my
silence on this passage, viz. © That [ saw the Apostle’s words were ia
direct opposition o my system™ &e. A christian’s heart must have be-
come corrupt indeed, who will profess to take (God's word for his only
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zuide, and then advocate u system which he knows tu be m * directap.
position” to it} It would not do for me 10 comment on an expression of
this kind, coming from & brother 1 so highly esteem as brother Sullers !
But it.may be that Paul’s address to the Ephesiun elders is in opposition
to what brother S. is pleased to call my system.  If 8o, it will fall, and
fall too with 1ny hearty approbation. ' | iave coveted no man’s silver, or
gold, or apparel.  Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have
nistered to my necessities, and to them that were with me. [ have shew-
ed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weul,
and te remember the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, how he said, It1s
wore blessed to give than 1o receive.” Acts xx. 33-35. ‘This address s
an excellent one—most patheuc ; one on which I dwell with inexpressible
dehight.  In myv review | merely referre} the reader to 1t in proof of the
positien that the Aposiles were models in every thing. They acted not
only in the capacity of ambassadors of the Lord Messiah, but they were
model bishups, deucous, evangelists &c.  T'o say that the Apostles liad
claims wpon the charches, because they were the sent of God, for
temporal sapport, and that those who are preachers, evangelists &c. like
them-—bouad by the authority of God ta be as near like them as they
can be, and yet not have the saine claims on the Chureh for & subsistence
whils they are endeavoring to carry forward the work which the aposties
began, is to say the least very poor logic. Now there is one, and only
one isterpretation of this address to the Ephesian elders, which will
inake it corvespond with other peortions of the divine record. It is ths.
Brother 8. admits thatas an apostle, Paul had a right to a maintenance
fram the church at Ephesus.  Mr. M'C.adinus that were the church to
call one or more of these elders to labor in word and doctrine, they
ought to feed and clothe them.. I take another step, andsay that if Paul
bad a right to a miintenance, bat for good reasons waived that right,
and laboered for his own subsistence and those with him—then had the
Ephesian elders the same right, but were taught by the Apostle to im-
iate him, and waive that claim, right, or privilege; and for the better
manifestation of the benevolence and self-sacrificing principles of the
Gospel, labor like Paul for themselves and others. Not that they had
not power, butto be willing to suffer all things, lest the enemies of the
truth might say that they made & gain by their godliness. T'his view of
the passage beautfully harmomses with Paul's addressto the Cormntivans
ix. 1-28.  Io this he not only teaches the right of the Evangelist who
wields the -sword of the Spint, the word of God, to food and raiment,
when he says, ** Who goeth a warfure at any time at his own charge?”
vat also of the laborer in the Lord’s vineyard when he says  Who
planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof?” And then
comes the rights or privileges of an overseer, pastor, or shepberd,
“ Who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock ?”* But
vet Paul did not urge any of these claims, but was willing to suffer all
things ; “ f{or it were better for me to die [of want], than thatany one
should muake my glorying void.”  And why all this? He informs us
(2 Cor. 11, 12), “ But what I do, that 1 will do, that Lmay cut off occa-
sion from them who desire occasion” &c. The reader should study
carefully the-chapters above cited, and also 2Cor i, 1 Tmmn.v., and
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i Pet, v. 1n 1 Cor ix., the Apostle pluialy shows thet the fluch should
supply the wants of the shepherd, und that they who preach the gospel
should live by it.  But Mr. M'C. says that this was the right of an Apos.
tle, and that pastors cannot put in such a claim ; but Paul corrects this
fancy of his by applying almost the same language, verbatim, to the
Elders of the churches, in his letter to Timothy—and what is most re-
markable too, in refcrence tothe Eldersof the church at Ephesus! 'fi-
mothy was left at Ephesus (1 Tim. i. 3), and while there Paul wrote to
him, * Let the Elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honor,
especially they who labor in word and doctrine.” "That by * honor” he
means here pecuniary aid is evident, not only from the meaning of the
word here, and in Acts xxviii. 10, and Mait. xv. 6, but also from the
whole connexioa : no oue than can put two thoughts together will dis.
pute 1t.

When we come to the conclusion thiat Paul’s zeal for God, and his op-
position to tuvetousness, und his glorious unselfish disposition, determined
him to lubor without taking any thing from some congregations peculi-
arly situated—1though le received **wages” of others to do these
churches service—1 say though he had claims upon them, yet he waived
those ¢laims, and recommended those that could, to do as he had set
them an example : he at the same time taught the disciples both in Ephe.
sus and Corinth, thut it was their futy to supply the wanis of iheir pas-
tors 3 that the laborer was wortln of his hire, und that those who labored
in word and doctrine, were worihy of special attention,  With this view
of the subject before us, c¢very pussage in the New Testament harmo-
nizes, but on any other hypothctis we bave e wspited writer against
another, and the same apostle <] posng himselr!

How'is it possible that Peter cun be undersiood on the supposition that
pasters never received pecuniary aid as such! e says (1 Pet. v. 2),
“ Fecd the flock of God v hich is among v ou, tasie £ Ui oversight thereof,
not byconstraint brt wiilingly ; no* for Glihy lueie, but of a ready mind,"
&e.  Now if the congregations of the Lord in those duvs were not in
the pradtice of giving their pasiors any thing for their oversight, what
se'nsé would there be in Peter chargivg then not to take the office for
« filthy lucre’s sake 7

If brother S. shouldsay ** Brother Eaton, come and seeus, and again
proctaim the gospel to our neighbors, but not for the money we shall
mise for you;” or if brother F. should give a simular invitation, and add,
* but not for the luxurics which we shall spread before vou,” would not
any common sense hearer or reader undersiand that the brethren in Pie-.
tou county were in the practice «f fred'nz thelr guesis, and paying the
vxpenses of thuse whom they wvited to jubor anwr g them in word and
doctrine ?

I'have written much more on this point than L at first intended; but
I have only partially examiued the puints witroduced by bretlirensS. ar d
F. Although 1 have made this arucle o Jong already, 1 carnot
conclude without nolicing a few items in the communications before
the reader.  Brother Sillers seems no' to uudlerstand me because I some-
times advocate the right of pastors and teachers to receive wages in
proportion to their waats, and the time spent as servants of the church,

Vor. 1V. Y
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and at other umes that they ought tc petform physical lubor five or six
hours every day ! ln this | ean perceise no more discrepancy or contra-
diction than for Paul to receive ** wages” {rom the disciples wn Philippi
and Thessalonica, while in Ephesus and Corinth he labored 10 support
Limself! Were we fully inducted into a/l the reasons which influenced
his conduet, and s advice to the Elders at Eplesus, under the different
eircumstances which surrounded him, we nught come to definite con.
clusions; and when pastors should, and when they may not support
themselves. [However brother S. and others may have understoed us,
we assure them that we are not disposed to make two classes of Bishops
in the congregation.  With us they are all servants of the church, and
differ from each other only as the other members of the body differ. |
would rejoice to see every member in the congregation, possessing the
qualifications prescribed by Paul to Timothy and Titus, 1 a pubhic man-
ner ordained to the office of oversecrsof the churchof God.  Were there
a score in every company of his disciples, and each one in due order
took his turn pre<iding, teaching, and guiding tie flock nto green pas-
tures beside the snil waters, so much the better for the cause of truth aud
righteousness, while God's word was a lamp to iheir feet and a hght to
their paths.  From iny beart | can now. aud ever have used the lan-
guage of Moses, * Would 10 the Lord that all the Lora’s people were
prophets.”  Were thrie many Bishops in each congregation, they would
generally be able to look afier tho flock without being compelled to ne-
glect the duties they owe to their fanilies, and consequently would not
require pecuninry assistance from their brethren. But then, this ex-
pression of opiuon may be deemed uncalled for. 1 would, therefore,
remark in re’ation to brother S’s. apparent nquiry, whether or not he
belonged to the class exempt from labor f  [f the congregation at River
John call upon him to labor in word and doctrine, whether for the con-
version of sinners or the recovery of wandevers, and if in so doing it be
absolutely necessary for him to give up the business by which he now
gains a muintenance, they could certainly be required by Apostolic au-
thority {1 Trm. v.) w supply his wants ; but if he waive his right, as did
Paul in Ephesus and Corinth, either on account of the poverty of the
brethren, or to convince the world that the true gospel produced a self-
saenfieing spirit, he would well deserve the commendation of all good
men, and a greater reward when the Chef Shepherd shall make his ap-
pearance. ‘This view of the subject appears to me reasonable, and in
acgcordance with the word of God. But,as | have before hinted, the cause
of God needs Evangelists, competent mento travel from place to place,
proclaiming the Gospel. ln reference to such laborers we wrate when
we spoke of men wholly devoied to study and preaching. In some
densely populated portions of the world, men may pursue some callings
snceessfully, and on Lord’s day mornings hold meetings in their own, or
in some neighboring village, to.sound out the word of the Lord. But
this cannot be done in most parts of America. Intelligent, efficient he-
ralds of the truth, capable of calling the attention of the world to the facts,
commands, and promises of the gospel, are so few, that & large propor-
tion of their ime must necessarily be consumed 1n travelling from place
1o place, so that it is uiterly impossible for the greater part of Evange-
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fists to do noy thing for their own maintennnce. What then must b
done ? Shall the word of the Liord sound out from us, or will we wait
for God to eall those who are able to live upon their income! Do we
rxpect men to goabroad to preach the gospel, and leave thetr families to
the cold hand of charity for support?  Paul says that such ure worse
than the infidel.  Will we then call those preachers hirelings who receive
“ wages” from the congregation, while they devote their time to the
dissemination of the truth? Then was Paul a hireling; for he took
wages of one church to do another setvice,

Although I contend that Bishops have a right to a support from the
flock of their charge wheu they need it; yet I have not yet become ac-
quainted with a single overseer of a congregation, where the apostolic
gospel is proclaimed, and the ordinances scriplurally administered, who
ever recelves any salary or compensation any more than other members,
unless where Elders lubor iu word and doctrine in addition to the dis-
charge of pastoral duties. So far, therefore, as the * present reforma.
tron” is voneerned, the practice contended for by Mr. M'C. has obined
10 its fullest extent. Indeed many of our most efficient proclaimers sus-
tain themselves, while they toil to carry the pearl of great price to others.
Whether they have, under all the circumstances, done right or not is
doubted by some ; but I enter not into the question here. That their
motives have bren good, 1 do nat doubt. 1f they have not fostered co-
vetousness in others, and consequently prevented them using their talents
for the good of their fellow men, these sucrifices may in the end keep
a ureater number in the ficld souading oot the word of the Lord to pe-
rishing sinners.

Brother F. thiaks there are some personalities and refetences to men
making merchandize of souls uncalled for. 1 did not intend to use the
names of Macknight and Wesley disrespectfully. 1 do not think I did.
1 pore over the writings of the former, and the hitory of the latter with
ho ordinary satisfaction.  And as to the other phrase objected toy I cob-
sider it merely as equivalent to Mr. M'C's. titte page * ecclestastical
imposition.”  Mark 3 | did nut say that auy man, or class of men, sought
an education to miake merchandize of suuls; but the idea I gathered
from Mr. M°C%. pamphlet was tha® he lonked upon every one who stu.
tifed for the 'ministry as & profession, and then devoted himsslf 1o the
work of the ministry for & * living,” was making merchandize of souls.
‘Thus I think brother 8. also understands hini. s

To conclude. The Master is how absent; he has committed 'to his
servanits talents. To meet his approbation when he shall again appesir,
these talemis must have been impioved.  Some disciples have property ;
others have the influence of position in society ; one hasa talent to
teach, and another 10 exhort; one has proper gifis in one thing; ano-
ther in something else; and some may excel in meny things. What
then shall be done ? 'The churches should seek the order of the New
‘festament.  Every one shouldl have her bishops and deacons, and as far
as they can they should be imitators of the apostles, and primitive over-
seers and miaisters of the churches. And in their individual capacity,
and threugh evangelists, they should send ou tlight and truth 10 the world.

This cannot be done in this country without money. Every one-there.
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fore, should contribute as the Liord has prospered him, for this purpose.
Where a church is unnble to sustain au evangelist in the field, several
should co-operate for this purpose, as the churches of the Gentiles did to
raise funds for the poor in Judea,

I profess not to be an infallible teacher; but I have, on these subjeats,
read my Bible to but lite purpose, 1f tlns 1s not the only view of the
subject under consideraticn, that can be sustained by the general tenor of
the apostolic teaching and the example of the primitive christitns.  Rea-
der, may you and I su improve our talents, that when our Lord shall re.
turn, he may say to us, ** Well done good and faithful servants, enter
¥¢ iuto the joy of your Lord.” W. W. K.

LECTURES TOCHILDREN.

BY JOHN ToODD.

LECTURE V.
60B WILL TAXKE CARE OF US,

Bopaderthe hlies of the field, how they grow; they toil nnt, nenher do they spm
And yet I say unto you, that even Solowmon, in all lus glory, was not arrayed hike
one of these.—Ma1r. vi. 28, 29
Orr Saviour uscd to preach any where, and every where, as he met

with those who wanted to hear him. Somecumes he sat down on the
ground, and sometimes sat 1n the boat on the water, and sometimes
stood in the great tempie and preached. He used to be very plain, and
easy to be understood. He would Lave preached finely to children:
and if he werc now to speak to all these children before me, I do not
believe there s a single one who would not understand all he should say,
And yet it is possible, if any one wants 10 do so, 1o msundersiand even
the Saviour himself. Now see. Suppose a lazy boy should read over
my text, and then say, that Chnist teaches us ihat Ged takes care of the
lilies, though they do no wotk, and, thercfore, we need not work, and he
will take care of vs o our idleness. T'lis would make the Bible favour
eur sigs ; but the Bible never dees that.

Suppose you sheuld go and visit a man who was so rich that he had
his.trees covered with sitk of the most beautiful cclours, and even his
most ugly looking creatures covered with gold and silver, and adorned
by the most curious art!  Would you not think him a rich man? And
if ke were known to be a good man, and true to his word, and he should
tell you that he would be your friend, and always take care of you, would
you have any fear but he would do it?

God is richer than all this.  He is so rich that he can put more of what
is beautiful upon a single hiy or wlip, than the great king Solomon could

ut on all his clothing. The hoarse, homely peacock cairies more that
is beautiful upon his tail than the richest king could ever show. And
even the poor bhutterfly, which 1sto live but a few hpurs, has a more
glorious dress than the proudest, richest man that ever hived. God can
afford to dress this poor worm up so, because he isrich. If, then, he
can afford to take such care of the hiies, the birds, and insects, and to
make them more beautiful than man can ever be, will he not take care of
us, if we obey him ?
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‘ﬂu?ove you had a rich father—so rich that he ted » hogshead fult
-of gold, and & great bara full of silver. Do you think that, if you werd
to be a good child, he would ever refuse to take careof you? But God
has more gold and silver laid up in the ground, which men have not ydt
dug up, than would make a mountain—~it may be a hundred mountains.
Can he not take care of you ?

Suppose your father had more oxen, and horses, and cattle, than you
<could count over in a day, or in a week. Would he not be able to také
care of his child, and give him every thing he needs? Yes. But God
hast ¢ cattle upon ten thousand hills,"” and *“every beast of the forest™
is his, and his are *“all the fowls of the air!” Can he not give yoa
food from all these cattle, and clothe you, and give you beds from thi
feathers of all these fowls? Yes, he is able to do itall,

Suppose your father wasso rich that he had ten thousand men 4t work

for him every day, all at worl, and alf paid to their mind, and all happy
in working for him. Would you have any fears but he could take care
of you, and do you good ? But Ged has more servants than these. He
has all the good people on earth in his employment, and all the angels
in heaven. He paysthemall. And if you need any thing, he cansend
one, or a million of these his servants to you, to help you.
* A little boy asked his mother to let him lead his little sister out on the
green grass. She had just begun to run alone, and could not step ovet
any thing that lay in the way. klis mother told him he might Jead out
the little girl, but charged him not to let her fall. 1 found them at play,
wery happy, in the field.

I said, * You seem very happy George. Is this your sister 2"

4 Yes, sir.” )

“ Can she walk alone ?”

 Yes, sir, on smooth ground.”

* And how did she get over these stones, which lie between usand the
hovse "

% O, sir, mother charged me 10 be careful thatshe did not fall, and se
1 put my hands under her arms, and lifted her up when she came to «
stone, so that she need not hit her litiie foot against it.”

* That is right, George. And | want to teil you one thing. You see
now how to understand that beautiful text, * He shall give his angels
«charge concerning thee, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a
stone.” God charges his angels to lead and lift good people over diffi-
culties, just as you have lifted little Anne over these stones. Do you un-
derstand it now ?»

* O yes, sir, and { shall never forget it while I live.”

Can one child thus take care of another, and cannot God take care of
those who put their trust in him? Surely he can; and there is not &
<hild among you here to-day, over whom he is net ready to give his holy
angels charge.

id you never see the lily as it stands in the garden in the summer?
God sends it the pure sunshine, and it seems to rejoice in his warm beams,
He sends it the cooling dews, and it seems 1o driok in their sweetness
like milk. The clouds gather, the storm rages, the rains pour down,
the winds sweep along. See! the lily has shut up its blossom, -aud
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folded ita leaves, and meekly bows its head, and bends to the wind, and
asks no eye to gaze on 1t, while the storm lasts. God has taught it to do
thus, ull the smile shall again follow the tempest. It is not injured. It
opens and smiles again. So does God teach the good. ‘The Christian
thus rejoices when blessed ; and when troubles and sorrows come, he
meekly bows and waits ull God remembers lnm and removes the storm,

You have seen the lily, in the fall, when the frosts came, drop its head,
and droop, and die. 'T'he stalk on which the sweet flower waved all
summer, is gone, and the spot where it stood is forgotten. But see the
care of God for that lily. The cold winter goes past, the sunshine of
spring returns, the young buds swell and open, and the lily, which has
only been sleeping in the ground, puts up 11s meek head, and rises agan
to beauty and glory. God takes care of the frail, beautiful plant, and
will not let itperish for ever.  So you have seen the beavuful lntle chuld,
which stood, like the flower in the garden, s ruck down by sickness, and
cut down by death, and laid in the litle grave.  But God wiil take care
of it. 'The long wimer will be over; and though that dear child is for.
goiten by every body on earth, yet itss not forgotten by God. Theres o
day coming when God will come down fiom heaven, and send his angol
to call this child fiom the lung sleep of the grave, and w will ceme up
from the ground £ . and g'orious on the morning of the great day. Do
vou ask how it ¢ 1 be? Let me ask you one question.

Dud you ever see a pond covered over with hard 1ce, thick and cold,
all the long winter > Well, the spring comes, and the 1ce melts away,
and the lily seed, which has so long been sleeping n the mud at the
bottom of the pund, springs up, and shoots up, and opens its beautiful
white flower, on the top of the smooth water, and seems to smile as it
looks up towards heaven. How is this done ? By the care and power
of that God who watches over all lus works, and who will take care of
the flower seed, and of the immortal spint of every child.

While too many people, who know about God, seem to live,day afler
day, for years, without loving, or obeying, or even speaking about God,
you can almost hear the lly speak, as if preaching, and say,—

« [ acknowledge the presence of God, my Maker, When he passes
by me on the soft wings of the breeze, { wave my head as he passes;
when he rides on the whirlwind or the storm, [ bow and tremble; when
he draws over me the curtains of the night, I feel safe, and go to sleep;
when he opens upon me the eye of moruing, 1 wake up, and drink in the
fresh beams of his sun; and when ke sends his chilling frosts, I let my
frail body perish, and hide myself in the ground, knowing that he will
again raise me up to life and beauty 1

Some years ago, there was a poor child left alone, at the death of his
parents, in a distant island of the ocean. 1hs people were all heathen,
wicked peop'e.  His futher and mother were killed ina cruel war. Now,
see how God takes care of his creatures.  Let us hear lns own account
of the thing. ** At the death of my parents, I was with them ; I saw
them killed with a bayouct—and with them my httle brother, not more
than two or three months old—so that [ was left alone without father or
mother i this wilderness world.  Poor boy, thought 1 within myself,
after they were gone, are there any father or mother of iImine at homs,
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that | may go and find them at home ~ No; poor boy am I.  And while
I was at play with other children, after we had made an end of playing,
they return to their parents,—but I was returned into tears,—for I have
no home, neither father nor mother. [ wasnow brought away from my
home to a stranger place, and 1 thought of nothing more but want of
father or mother, and to cry day and night. While [ was with my uncle,
for some time I begun to think about leaving that country, to go to some
other part of the globe. [ thought to myself that if [should goaway, and
go 1o some other country, probably | may find some comfort, r.iore than
10 live there, without father and mother.”

This poor boy, thus left, an orphan, in a heathen country, was under
the care of God. ' He left the island, and came to this country. Here
he found kind friends, who took care of him, and taught him to read and
write, and who took great pains to teach him about God and about Jesus
Christ. He became a true Christian, and a dear youth he was. He
‘wanted to go back to"His country, to tell his people about God and Jesus;
but just as he had gotten his education, and was ready, he was taken
sick, and died. His name was Henky Opookian. He died with “a
hope full of immortality.” His grave is in Cornwall, Conn. But he lived
not in vain. By means of his Iife and death, good men felt so much for
his pocr countrymen, that many good missionaries have gone ‘to those
islands, and there built churches, and printed school books, opened
schools, printed the Bible, and taught many thousands to read and know
God. ‘The foolish idols are destroyed, and they are becoming a Chris.
tian nation.

Iremember when the missionaries first set out for that country. They
sailed from New Haven ; and before they eatered the ship, and as they
took leave of their dear friends, amid a great company of Christians, they
2l united in singing a beautiful hymn. Three verses of this I will now
read to you.

+¢ Wake, isles of the Sonth! your redemption 13 near -
No longer repose in the borders of gloowm

T'he strength of Ius chosen in love will appear,
And light shall arise on the verge of the tomb.

“The heathen will hasten te welcome the time,
‘The day-spring, the prophet in vistonouce saw,
When the beams of Messiah will “lumme each clime,
And the isles of the ocean shall wait tor his law,

Aud thou, OBooriay, now sainted ahove,
8hall rejoice asthe heralds their mission disclose;

And thy prayers shalt be heard, that the laud thou didst love,
May blossom as Sharen, and bud as the rose !

Oh! what care and gooduess in God, thus to guide this lonely child
to this country, and, by his means, lead many to go and carry the gospel
to that whole nation! The Sabbath is new known there, and many thou-
sands have already learned to read the word of God; and we believe
multitudes have become true Christians, and have followed Henry to the
presence of God in Heaven. When they were heathen, they used to
kill almost all their children when they were small ; and many of them
were murdered, and given to their idol gods  One duy, when the little
chureh there was siting down at the communion table, a poor woman,
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who had been a hieathen, but who was now a Chriatian, was seen te weep
most bitterly.  One of the ministers asked her why she wept and wrung
her hands.  * Oh!” said she, *“ why did I not know of this blessed God
before! Why did Inot! 1 oace had six sweet children—they are all
gone—I muidered them all with my own hands ! But oh, if I had known
about God as I row do, they would have been alive now!”  They have
now done with the crucl practice of murdeing their children.  They
know better.

Perbaps some of my L' hearers are orphons,—have no father, or
no mother [ can feel for such; for [ know what it is to stand by the
grave of a futher when a elnld.  Butlet me say to you, that God will take
care of you. He takes care of the Illy. You have heard of the ostrich,
that great bird which hives in the wilderness.  She lays ber eggs in the
sand, and then leaves then. for ever. The warnin sun hatches out the
young ostrich, and there 15 no mother to feed and take care of it.  But
God takes care of it, and feeds 115 and will be not much more take care
of the chiid who has lost father or mother, i’ that child ask hun to be a
father? Surely he will.

Children. you have all yet to meet with trals and disappeintments,
You are meeting with them every day.  You will have sickness, and pain.
and sorrow, and you want a {riend whose iove cannot ehange.  You must
die, and be burted up 1 the ground ; and vou waat God 10 take care of
you, whether you hive m this world or m the next. Well, God will be
such a friend 10 you on these conditions :—

1. You must ask lum to be your father and fricnd.  Ask him every
day, and feel that without his blessing upon you every day, your feet
may fall, your eves fill with tears. and your soul meet with death.  Ask
iy the name of Jesus Christ. 2. You must promise him sincerely that
you will abey hnn and do s will  Suppose you had no father or no
mother, and a great, and good, and rich man were to offer to take care
of you, and make you hisewn child, and shouid say he would doitall, on
the condition that you obhged him and did his will—would you not at
once promise todo it?  And so you ought to promise God.

3. You mustlove God as you would the best father in the world. Love
his Son, because he 1s the express image of the Father. Love his word,
his people, his service, his eommands, his duties, and thus give him your
heart,and he will be your friend foreverand ever.  Amen.

OBSERVATIONS IN RELATION TO THE CONVENTION OF
ASSOCIATIONAL DELEGATES,

CONVENLD AT SI. GEGKGE'™, SEPT. 6TH AND 7TH, TO EFFECT A UNION OF
THE REGULAR BAPTISTS OF CANADA.

In the Const:tution adopred, in Article 3d, 1t is stated * The union
shall consist of Churches liolding the Word of God, as the Divine and
ouly ruthoritative guide in matters of religion as revealed therein.”

This divine basis is the avowed principle of numerous associations of
professing chiis'inn~ - wherefere.as 1n the present day, such should be
tested by biing'ng the prachice of churcheaty be examined by the Word,
and practice of ihe cliiches set mn oirder as exlubited 1p the scriptures:
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if in nccordance in all things, and observing the all things whaiseever the
Lord Jesus commanded the Apostles, as we hav 2 1t in Matt. xxvni. 19,20,
then, and upon thuse terms, we are assured Christ will be with all such
churches. it s grievous, that notwithstand.ng such pretensious, we find
the Scriptu:2 example violated, which violation 18 effecied as much
by domng wiat is not authorized. as by omitiing what is authorized
{Rev. xx. 1t, 19); no change of umes or eircumstances authorizes any
(the slighte« ) departure from the teaching and practice of the churches,
as we have such set foith in the Word of God. 1 rejoice to see the
divinity of tue Saviour, and sovereign grace held forth; the fulness of
the atonement and intercession of the Lord Jesus Christ ; and the obliga.
tion of all who believe to shew forth their faith in Christ by being 1m-
mersed ; the mujesty of the Spint’s influence in conversion and sanctifi.
cation ; a general resurrection and judgment; the final and eternal hap.
piness of the rightecus; while I observe, as to condemnation, the term 18
set forth everlasting instead of eternal. The growing sect of Univer-
salists, w ho build =pon the term everlasting in contradistinction to eternal,
that even the damued will be at length admitted to glory—as it is ad-
mitted that everlasting refers to time, while eternity is without end. In
the margn® I set forth passages translated everlasting in our Bible, while
on referning to Dr. Campbell’s, (of Marischal College, Aberdeen), trans.
lation of the Gospels (to which 1 find the learned all bow), there the term
18 set forth eternal. May the Lord lead those who have been led into
error from the mistranslation, not to look for escape if they reject the
free salvation held forth to all who believe and trust 1n Christ asthe only
sure foundation.

I take it for granted, that the Word of God referred to in the third
Atrticle, is the Bible as we have it in all the churches; and that referring
to the Word of God has relation to bein guided by precept and example
therein ; to the exclusion of all measures, orders, terms and acts, howe-
ver sanctioned by human authonity, for which no example is to be found
in the Word of God. In the churchesof God, Jesus is King; the Apos-
tles are represented as the foundation of the church—as having been sent
forth, in the comnussion (Matt. xxviri): this we find 1 Rev. xxi. 14,
where a view is afforded of the church, 1o which all that is set forth n
that blessed revelation refer, as shall take place on this earth, and refers
not to future times ; as the angel testifies, in the 1st chapier, st verse,
““ God gave unto him to shew his servants, things which must shorily
come topass.” Afier this digression, I am led to bear my testimony
against all 1erms, measures, or acts, which are not sustained by precept
or example in the New Testament, being that portion of the Woid of
God which bears upon the present state of the churches, and no change
of time or circumstances authorizes any change or modification of the
laws of the Church of God; wherefore I bear my testimony against ail
erders, arrangemenis, plans, systems, or terms, not in accordan 3 with
the Word of God, as stated.  On the present owcasion I avail myself of
the opportunity of bearing testimony against a powe, ful agent of Satan in
turning professors away from fully following the Lord, namely, that the
wanucrs, customs, laws, and state of the world, so materially differ from

* Matt. xix 29; xxv 46 Lukexviii. 30 Jokn i 16, 1. 24; w1 27. 40; zit .
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the davs of the Aposiles, that the laws of Christ and praciices of the
first churches aie wapplicable ; and becoming * all things to all men,”

“ that we may save some—juslifies omtting some of the rules and prac-
tices of the first churches. Al 1 can say 1s, where has authority been
given for any alteration or substituton of what the Holy Spirit enjoined
and taught 7 Paul writing to the Corinthians (11th chap.) says, * follow
me as | follow Christ;” oh that these assunnng the term Holy or Re-
verend would hold forth this blessed scutunent : the terms which now
prevail are—follow me as I fuilow the canference, the presbytery, the
general assembly, the pope, the coincil of elders, the statutes enacted
for regulating the church, with the convenuons, delegates, and authorities
appointed by the clergy. e find the first ehureh, which was converted
ut Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost (Acts 11}, consisted of three thou-
sand—converted in vne day; no delay (asnow); they were baptized,
and they continued statedly n the apostles’ doctrine, fellowship, breaking
of bread, and prayers. 1 ask has change of times produced any ground
10 prevent ebedience to all we sce attended to in the day s of the apostles.
In the 20th of Acts, we see that the church came together on the first day
of the week to break bread (not to partakeof the sacrament, or swearing,
as that simple and blessed oidinance is now Llasphemously called).
The Jewish church was typical of the Christiar: dispensation ; and there
the lamb, three times a day, was offered up on the altar; and through
that sacrifice, the Jews m all parts of the earth turned to the temple,
and offered their prayers through the offered burming lamb. To the
Christian, the Lord Jesus is the Lamb of God, who was once offered,
and unless our prayers are offered up through Clirist, as the Lamb slain
for us, there is no cther way of appioach te God; se that any act of
worship in private, or inthe church, unless offered up through Christ
will find no acceptance with Jehovah ; but now, instead of statedly
shewing forth the Lord’s death, many (regarded as pious) attend to it
once a month, or once in three or twelve montls, and place 1t in the
back ground, as it 1s, after the people Lave gone away, while 1he ather
exercises are placed 1 the fore ground as more attractive : oh ! oh !
When wifl Christ be honored by boeing kept 1n view as the only way tu
the Father, and accepiance for every act of worship attended to, having
the Cross 1n view as the means of beinsheard. 1 now come to examine
the order established at St. Geoige's, wluch supescedes looking to the
Word of God, as the order there sanctioned has no place in the Word of
God. In nounkind feehng, but from an earncst desire o draw my pro-
fussing Brethren 1 Christ to review their proceedings, upon their own
avowed principle; for had they not appeared to the Word of God, 1
should not take any notice of their awful departure from the Word.
The:r terms are—

The union of * regular Baptists of Canada,” are to be conducted and
governed by officers and regulations as heren 5 extracted from the pro-
ceedings at their late meeting at St. George's, in order that they may
prove wherein suech regulations and rules correspond with, or are sus-
tned by example in, the Word of God, whiie in many terms used they
are as fur from the Bible, as the order of the church of Rome.

Example for the following 15 demanded upon their own terms, namels .
aecording to the Word of (God
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1st. * Agreeable to Resolution of the Western, Grand River, Eastern,
Haldimar, and Johnstown Assaciation of regular Baptist Churches, ap-
pointing Commilttees from each.”

2d. 'The 1evm Delegates of Association.

3d. Plans of the Union.—Where are they 2

4th. Regulur Baptists of Canada.—Any example of sunh a term 2

5th. Appoint Sub Committees.— diuto.

6th. Joint Committees —Quere. Where in the Word of God ?

th. Repo t of annesed Constilution.—Quere. By whom authonized ?

8th. Executive Committee.— Authority for such inthe W vid of Gud.

9th. Committee to appoint officers of the Board.

10. Couvention of Delegates of the Churches may have an opportu-
nity of joitmng the Union, may be represented by two Delegates, and one
additional for every six pounds contribated anuually. Each benerolent
Socirty formed within any such Churck, may be represented by one de-
legate for every ten pounds cu.itributed annually.  Any member of a re«
gular Baptist Church, may become an annual member of the Convention
by peying ten shillings.~—Oh, money ! money ! how powerful thou art !

11. Committee of Management.

12. Commuittee of Associations to effect union of Regular Baplists.

13. Nominating Committee.

14. Provincial Board.

15. Ezecutive Board.

16. Ezecutive Committee, to procure co-operation by subscription.

17. Moderator, and various other terms. Majorities to prove effectual,

1t is stated the Chuiche. are to regulate their own affairs.—Quere.
Are not the Churches connected with and subject to the measures of the
Associational Delegate, and authorised by them to act?

At present ] add no more, as there are associated with this anti-
scriptural Association many whom I hope to meet in glory ; but to such
1 say cease from man, come out of all associations who do not hold that
a single human rule or order vitiates the order of a Church of Ged, if
acted on.

May the Head of the Church in mercy turn the hearts of all his peuple
to regard the Holy Scriptures as ¢ able to make men,”” as well as
childien * wise unto salvation,” and to shew by their proceedings, that
they are deemed * prufitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction
for instruction in righteousness, ihat the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto ali good works.” )

In love to the souls of all who profess to be Christians—in the spirit
of the publican—from James Brenanas,

B —

QUERIES ON MARRIAGE.

WiL you have any objections to give your views in reference to mar-
riage? Isitlawful for christians 10 marry those whoare not 2 If it is,
where will we find the law? If not, how is the church to deal with
them? Are they to be expelled? If they are, where is the au.
thority ?

If biother Eaton will mive his views on the above, he will confer a
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great favour on his friends in this place ; and, { doubt not, on his readers
in Canada generally. Your’s, with christian respect, ,
Esquesing, June 4th, 1848, James Menziss.

REPLY.

L HAvE no * objection” to giving my * views” in reference to any
thing connected wuh the present and future happiness of the human fa-
mily. But whea I can express on/y my views or opinions in religious
matters, I wonld, especially in a work such as 1 wish The Christian to be,
much prefersilence.  Opinions on religivus subjects often do much harm
wheire they generite speculation ; they seldom result in good. Whe-
ther the discussion of the above question has been whelly confined
within the record is rather doubtful. [ have not yet satisfied myself re-
lative to it, and [ cannot, therefore, promise 1o settle the question
«ven 1n the mind of a brother so confiding and moderate as my brother
Menzies.

Therc is one difficully confronts us at the very threshold.  Are chris-
tians (o (reat every man, not a member of the congregation of the Lord,
as the Israclites were required to treat idolatrous nations >  Dare we say
that every man who hasnot obeyed the form of doctrine delivered to the
Apostles, isa heathen manand a publican ? I dare not! 1 cannot ook
upon the thousands around me, who certainly believe that Jesus is the
Messiah the Son of the Living God, as infidels, though they may be so in-
fluenced by carly tramning and edueation, that they may refuse to evince
in the Lord’s own appomted way the fanth of the gospel.  Just thea as
we decide the previous question, shall we answer all the others.  1If all
out of the congregation of the Lord are infidels, then does the word of
God forbid a christian to marry any of them, Certain it 1s, that the Is-
raelite was forbidden to marry one of another nation. Paul savs * Be
not unequaliy yoked withunbeiievers.” Dr. Macknight understands this
as referring to marriage 5 bat Dr. Clarke is of opinion that, primanly,
it Fas no reference to martiage  For my own part I am inclined to the
conclusion that itis a gieat unchangeable rule, that the disciples of
Christ keep themselves as distinet from the 'nfidel world, in every thing,
as possible. The marrage of a professor of christanity and a mere
worldling, more frequently resulis in the apostacy of the former than in
the conversion of the latter. [Jow a devout, God-fearing disciple of
Christ can Jove one of his enemics, so as to make a bosom companion
of them, is most astonshing! What! shall | give my heart and my
hand to one who withholds her’s froin the Lord Messish. How could [
8o dishonor him as o centerinto alliance with hus enemies!  Tn this man-
ner, we would imagine, every lover of God wauld reason.

But then, on the other hand, there are difficultics. I it be known that
certain christiane will not marry those that are not disciples~—wiil not
this fact be an inducement to hypocritical professions ?

An excellent sisteroncecame to me fur advice.  Anexemplary, con-
scientious pedobaptist, confident he was right. had secured her affecuions.
OQught she to marry him ?  He was willing that she should continue 1n
the church, he would throw no obstacle in the way of * her religion;”
but he would not go with her. I dared not call hin an infidel, and
therefore durst not object to the union ’
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1 need not ke up tae queshionin detail.  From hese hints the roader
can readily perceive that while | would decide that a disciple who would
marry, an infidel would be veorthy the censure of all God's people ;.
while one who married the non.inai believer— nioral in his deportment
and mamfesiing regard for the Chrsuna redigion—.Lould be aided by the
prayers, teaching, and cxhortauons of the church to induce her compa-
non 1o be obedient to the faith.  But on these pois 1 wail not debate
with those who differ fiom me,  Lahall be Lappy to wsert a plain, well
written essuy on the sulject, srum any ue who can give us any addi
tional light.

Itis a melancholy tru.b, however, that nearly all who marry anbeliev-
ers, either entirely backslide, v 10 a great measure lose their first love
for the Saviour. And, wmdeed, when discipics choose the company of
the careless, if only for a brief period, or enter into business with themn,
they usually wrn away from the Lord and lus cause ; and 10 their sor-
row often learn not ouly that ** the backsiider in heartshall be filled with
his own ways,” but that * those who warder out ot the waysof under-
standing remain m the congregation of the deau.”

W, W. E.

Rerorm aLways Acuressive—You must not cxpeet that ieform is
a matter of peace. it never was anld u never will be.  T'he greatest,
the ouly perfect refurner that ever uppewred on earth, said he came not
1osend peace, buta sword.  Reforni 15 alway s aggressive. It cannot be
otherwise. T'he moment itsinks and lulls iself tnto queet, it ceases to ber
reform. Andyet, whenever theie urises o call for a greut und navonab
reform. there alway s starts up a variety of characters, and the natural
inevitable conse quence s edllsion, and 1 cavnot be otherwise.  You wilb
find that in &l history, you wiil find that v every sociers, the moment
there is a call for reformation, there will appear men of great charity,
men who are like the indoo fauatic.  Their religion cons.sts 1n putting
out their eyes, their charily thiuhs to covera mtl itude of sins by sealing
up their eyclids insteud of getting r.d of thie obstruction to a clear andé
searching vision. These ate the moderate men; these are the men to
whom Luther alluded when he deserihed Erasmus, lus contemporary.
“ Men who strive to walk on eggs, without breakug them.”  They are
the men who think that moderauon 1s the secret of swccess, when on the
contrary there never was a reform carried by mcderate measures, and
especially when the cvil sought to be eradicated had spread its roois
through the whole structure of society.— Extract.

“ I was wroaG.”—The best confession of wrong domg in the past is
right doing now. When a mun brings forth fruit meet for repentance,
we take it for granted that he is repentant, whether he says so or not.
And yet we like confession, where error has been committed or wrong,
done. A man tenacious of upiston, aud proud of lis consistency, must
possess rare moral courage to say, “1 wus wrong.”

Lerters Receivep.~David Oliplant, Francis Layton, D. Crawford,
and H. Greenlaw. .
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Wx commend to the attention of our Baptist readers the fullowing ex.
tract from the * Muntreal (Paprist) Register,” published under the au«.
pices of the ¢ Canada Baptist Union;)’ and ediied, we presume, by the
Rev. Dr. Camp, President of the Baptis. College, Montreal.  Although
the Editor publishes the nnscriptural order in which Baptist oidinations
are performed, he daes not appear to be disposed to defend them. Indeed,
to us, he appears to give them up as indefensible.  We are indebted 10
Mr. Buchanan for the copy of the Register, from which we make the
extract. W. W. BE.

ORDINATION.
Niacara Farvs, Sept. 4, 1848.

Unscriptaral terms and proceedings as to the appownting of preachers
or eiders, exiracted from the Register of the 2d September, 1848,

Whitby, ordination of J. 8. Crellin, 25th August.

A Moderator.

A Clerk.

1. A sermon from Phil. 1 21,

The candidate gave his christian expriience. :

2 [lis call to the ministry. Quere, what was it, from whom, and how?

3. His views of Chrishan ductrine,  Quere, what were they ?

4. His views of tlre constitution of a Christian churck. Quere. what
were they ?

All to the satisfaction of the council, unammously. Quere, who were
thev, and by whom coustituted a council ?

Resolved.—* T'hat brother Crellin be ordained to the work of the
Christian ministry.”

Hywnn ; reading thescriptures ; prayer ; ordination sermon ; ordaining
prayer; imposition of hands by the presbytery ; right hand of fellowship;
hymn and beaediction. )

To the Editor of the Montreal Register

Sir—As the denomination above referred to take the name of the Bap-
tist church of Canada, and avow they arc n all things governed * by
the Bible, and nothing but the Bible,” I respectfully call upon those who
engaged in the above prucedure, to favor me, through the Register, with
the passages in the Scripture which they obeyed, and that the call to the
ministry may be set forth as stated, such being satisfactory to the
* council.” Quere, what were the the gifts conferred by the laying on
of hands?  Were they spiritual gifts which the presbytery liad the power
of conferring 2 If so, the authoriiy for the continuance of spiriual gifts
resting within the power of any order of men in this day—we see 1Cor.
xui, 13—whle spirituai gifts were to pass away, * faith, hope,and love™
were to continue.  No man, or body of men, have power now to confer
spiritual gifts on any, but such as are peculiar to the humblest believer
in Christ Jesus our Lord. J. Bucnawax,

[Our correspondeat is probably aware that many of the observances
practised in certam parts of Canada have been imported from the United
States.  Our brethren in the Stales, singularly enough, who are Repub.
keans in things civil, favour Aristocracy in things ecclesiastical. Hence
their peculiar practices in regard to Ordination, Courcils, licensing for
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the unistry, &c. These things would net be toierated in Fingland.
‘They are regarded by Engl.sh Bupusts as weompauble with Christian
liberty.

When Baptists affirm that in things sacrcd they are * governed by the
Bible, and nothing but the Bible,” they evidently 1efer to those natters:
in which the Scriptures have given us plain precept or precedent. The
Saviour has not theught fit to burden us with minute directions.  We
are furmshed with gencial jumeiples, partally illustrated by example,
and we are to apply them, as cases arise, i harmony with the spirit of
the gospel and the desigzn of the Chrisuan coanstitution.  But we must
avoid all tendency to infringement on fieedom, assumption of power, or
requisition of un.formity — I, Register.]

. WATER AS A BEVERAGE.

Warcr is the natural and proper drink of man.  Iadeed it is the grand
beverage of orgamzed na'ure. [ eoters largely into the composition of
the blood und puces of amumals und plants ; 1 forms an imporiant in-
gredient in thewr organized structures, and bears a fixed and unalterable-
relation to their whole vitai econoray. It was the only beverage of tho-
human family in their primitive siate,

In that garden where giew **every tree pleasant to the sight and good:
for food,” producing all the richness and variety of * frmt and flower™
which an ommipotent and all bountiful Creator could adapt to the relish-
of his senses, and the exigencies of his entire organization ; it cannot for
a moment be doubted that man was in a condition, the best suited 1o
secure him an umnterrupted, as well as the highest and best exercise
and enjoyment, of lis physical, mental, and moral powers. His drink
was water. A niver flowed from Paradise.  From the moment thatriver
began to * water the garden®® ull the present ume, no human invention
has equalied this simple beverage ; and all the attempts to improve it by
the admixture of cther subsiances, whether alchoholie, narcotic, or aro--
matic, have wholly failed, but have served to deteriarate or poison it,
and render it less healthful and safe.

Water is as well adapied to man’s natural appetite as to the physical
wants of his organs. A natural thirst, and ihe pleasures derived from
its gratification were given us to secure 1o the vital machinery the supply
of liquid necessary to its healthy movements. When this natural thirst
occurs, no drink tastes so good, and m truth none is so good as water ;.
none possesses adaptations so exact to the vital necessities of the organs.
So long as a fresh supply of hquid 13 not needed, so long as there is not
the least relish for water, 1t offcis no tenmiptation, while its addition to the
circulating fluids weuld be useless, or hurtful.— Extract.

AssociaTE Bapriss oF New Bruxswick.—From the minutes of the
associations just published, we learn that there are in the Province 67
churches, 46 ordained and 17 unordained Ministers, and 4823 members,
There have been, during the associate year, in all the churches 264
immersions and many added by letter ; but death, exclusions, and dis-
missions, have reduced the net increase, of the entire body, to 97.

Minutes of the Montreal Baptist Association :~——11 Churches ; 545
members ; increase during the year 18; decrease 48.
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Sosscmizens to The Christiun, who have not pald for the present V.|
tume.—Many of you probably anticipates a visit from me during Autumn,
when you purposed handing in the dollar due. 1 umsorry it was notin
my power to call on you in person. Although [ have spent half my
time superintending the issue of The Christian, I have not yet received
near enough to pay the printer. 1 shall not complain, though you com.
pel me to work for nothing and find myself; but to pay the printer also
is more than [ can de. A ivord to the wise is suflicient—a &int¢ to the
honest will be all that is necessary to insure prowmpt payment. Whe.
ther the wogk continue or not will depend upon the punctuality of delin.
quents previous to the middle of December. W. W. Eaton.

Tne CaristiaN PsaLxist—Again.~The four copies from brother
Leonard, by way of brother Comings, have come safely to hand. To
both would we acknowledge our obligations. To the brethren we would
aguin say : The Psalmist is & neat volune, containing near 400 pages, of
hiymns and tunes of every variety. 'They can be furnished at from siz
10 twelve dollars per dozen, according to the binding.  If any of the con-
gregations purpuse changing their Hymn B.ok, we would recommend ther
Psalmist to their particular notice ; and 6 lovers of the science of mu.
sic we would recommend the work as furnishing the improved system of
numera! music, which so completely sunplifies the science as to bring it
down to every capacity. Cash orders will be promptly attended to, sud
no commissivu charged. W. W, E,

Batrrse MitLermiar Harpinger.—We were delizhted to get a sight
again of our brother Wallis’ efforts on the other side of the Atlantic.—
The Harbinger s beautifully printed on very fine paper, and stitched in
a printed cover, containing 48 pages, a few lines larger than The Chris.
tian, at Sixpenee per number.  We have sent the current volume of
aut periodical to brother Wallis’ address ; but the numbers for Septem.
ber, October, and November, are the only copies of the H. we have seen.
Will brother W. continue to send hie work, and let us know how cheap.
he can furnish his work, through the mail, to provincial readers, should
any desireto order it. w. W. 5.

e

SPEAK GENTLY.

Spenk gently !~it 13 batter far Puss thro’ this life as best they may,
T'o rule by love thas fear— * T full of anxious care. .
Bpeak gently !~-letnot harsh words mar
The good we migiit do here! Speak gently to the aged one
Grieve not the care worn heart;
Speak gently—love doth whisper low  The sands of life are nearly run,
The vows that true hearts bind; Let suchn peace depart.
And gently friendship’s accents flow,— .
Affection’s voice 13 kind. Speak gently, kindly to the poors
Lot 1:0 harsh toune bo heard;
Speak gently to the luttle child! They bave eaough they must cudare,
Its love be sure to gain; Without an unkind word.
"Teach it in accents soft aund mild; .
It may not long remain. 8peak gently to the erring—kunow,
‘They must have toiled in vain ;
Speak gently to the young, for they Perchance unkindness made them #03
Wil have encugh to bear; Oh win themn back again !

’
-



