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" Some twenty years ago the pages of the * Glimpses of

. the Monastery ” were written to supply a want which-
. hadlong been felt; namely, that. of possessing in English,

" ] and within a small compass, an account of the chief  ~
events that have marked the history of the Convent \
since ;ts foundation. y

The object of the work snggested the plan. It was
not to be a dry compendium of facts’and dates. It should
represent the character and spirit of the institation of
which it treats, by presenting before the reader the
varying vicissitudes through which it has passed fromr
the first hazardous undertaking of its foundation to the
. présent day. It should introduce us not only to those
“ valiant women ”” who shared the courage and loﬂg
suffering of the holy priests and missionaries of the
“ heroi¢-age ” of Canada, but it should acquaint us also
with some of those facts and incidents which occur to
vary the uniformity of corgvént life, presenting us even - '-
the more intimate pictares of the lives of the nuns.

Sauch was the plan of the work which, however, had

2 ,
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to be accomplished without the leisure that would have
have been desirable, and , without foregoing qitliér the
duties of the class-room or the stated religious ‘exercises
of the community.

But it was intended for a class of resdders on whose
unlimited indulgence we could depend. The little book
treating of the Convent would be read by the friends
and relatives of the nuns, by their pupils of present
or former times, by persons young or old who love
to meet in their reading the dear name of God and
His Saints ; by strangers even who kmow little of
monastic life, and whose curiosity we are wiliing to
gratify by showing them something of that little world
which' openly professes to be ‘“.unlike the world ”.

The chief documents and relﬁnble writings which have
preserved the early history of the monastery, are:

I. The Relations of the Jesuits, published in France
from 1632 to 1672. As reprinted by the Canadian gov-
ernment in 1868, they form.three large octavo volumes.
¢ II. The life and Letters of Venerable Mother Marie
Guyard de I’Incarnation, first Superior of the Monastery,

. who died in 1672. During the space of some thirty years

this admu'abln woman entertained, in the intérests of
religion and the good of souls, a vast correspondence
-with persons of various rank and condition in France,

-selection of her letters:—

_‘ - -and especially with her son who became a Benedictine
.- * ‘monk, and who after hiynﬁffél{.\s death, published- a
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-——\IIL For events of later years, for the lives.of the

ndns, etc., we have the annals of the monastery, the
obituary notices of the nuns, often supplemented by
reliable traditions, by letters, ete.

The favorable reception that awaited the Glimi)ses.of
the Monastery” on its first appearance leads us to expect
it will obtain a wider circulation in its improved form.

" The history of Canada has become better known in the

o neighboring Republic within a few years past, and neither

our English nor our American friends are indifferent to
the reputation of our educational institutions. They are

N interested-to find that while the country was yet in its

infancy, a feeble colony struggling for existence, the sacred
fire, destined to enlighten the intelligences\of future
generations was carefully maintained in the religious
institutions already founded.

On the other hand, we have been most fortunate in
being permitted to submit the work, both ,the “.Glimpses
of the Monastery ” and the “Reminiscences”, to the
enlightened and judicious eriticism of 3 Reverend friend,
whose qualificationis in all that relates to literature are

‘ -only equalled by his exquisite delicacy and readiness to

oblige. L

.

- Ursuline Convent, Quebéc, November 21st, 1897.
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GLIMPSES OF THE MONASTERY
BOOK I

THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS

CHAPTER 1

\v —

, y FROM THE PRESENT TO THE PAST

INTRODUCTORY

Among the many tourists who, during the course of the
summer season, stroll through the winding streets of the old
city of Quebec, so unlike any other city on the American con-
tinent, not a few, with guide-book in hand, pause before' the
gate-way and grass-plot which front the entrance to the Ursu-
line Convent. Comparing the aspect of the buildings before
them with the picture they have formed of it in their mind,
they hesitate to recognize that time-honored Institution,dating
from 1639, which is said-to cover a large space in the centre
of the city. The disappointed traveller will perhaps seek
another point of view, and should he gain access to one of
the fine dwellings to-the right hand, on St. Louis street, or to

‘the stately residences on St. Ann’s, he will perceive that the -
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whole square formed by these streets, constitutes the cloistered
ground from which his footsteps are debarred.

-The guide-book can take him no further. Therefore we
here offer a brief account of the foundation of the Convent,
its chief vicissitudes during two hundred and fifty years,
withsome notice of the lives and labors of the nuns who

i [-'— have succeeded each other here during that space of time.
These, and other kindred topies will not fail to interest the
. intelligent tourist, whether he hail from Albion’s famous isle,
or from the nearer land where waves the Star-spangled
Banner. )
Other readers, besides the traveller, will be attracted by =
these records of the past which, to many, will be as new and
strange as tales from an unknown land.

«

INSTRUCTiOI{ NEEDED IN NEW FRANCE

A glance at the history of Canada, at the period of the
foundation of the monastery, 1639, will show the opportune-
ness of the undertaking and its urgency for the prosperity
" of the colony.
-Thirty years had elapsed since the attempt had been made
to fix a permanent settlement upon the shofes of the St,
Lawrence. With no other neighbors for thousand of miles
than savage hordes, the little Colony founded in 1608 would
.have been, for twenty years, merely a central post for the
fur-traders, had it not been, above all, a refuge and a rallymo
point for-the missions. .
The illustrious founder of Quebec had mam]y in view,
“ to plant, in this country, the standard of the Cross, to teach
' 'the knowledge of God and the Glory of His Name, desiring )
to increase charity for His creatures.” Henpce, while providing .
for the spmtual welfare of his own people, he ha.d not failed .

o
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INSTRUCTION NEEDED IN NEW FRANCE 3

to invite missionaries to come and labor for the conversion
of the pagan Indians. -

*The call was accepted by tlﬁ sons of St. Francis, as early
as 1615. Ten years later, carde the Jesuit missionaries, to
share the labors, the perils, and the merits of the Recollets.

In 1629, the little Fort of Quebec was beleaguered, at once,
by famine and by a hostile fleet. It was not a Strasbourg,
surrendering with its army 300,000 strong. It was simply
the capture of about fifty people, but it annihilated, at one
blow, the fruit of twenty years’ labor and hardships, depriving
the French monarch of his only foothold on the American
continent, and planging the poor Indian anew into the pagan
darkness from which he was beginning to emerge.

Fortunately, the fleet; which three years later brought back
the fleur de lis, bore a more numerous colony than had been
carried away. It restored also the migsionary to his glori{ollfé
toils. ,

The new colonists were not mere traders. They came
provided with implements of agriculture ; a few had brought
their families to make this distant shore their home. The
powerful Company of the Hundred Associates, moreover,
was pledged to increase the number of immigrants to four
thousand before the end of ten years.

Such was the prospect the noble and devoted Champlain
was given to contemplate, before closing his eyes upon the
scenes of his long and arduous labors. His death, on Christ-
mas day, 1635, filled with mourning his own countrymen,

-wherever they were ‘scattered . throughout the land. The

Indians also, wept the kind hearted governor whom they
regarded with reverence and affection.

Another year brought, as governor of New France, the
gallant de Montmagny, who continued the plans of his illus-
trious predecessor.. In his company, besides his officers and
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4 - GLIMPSES OF THE MONASTERY

soldiers, were two noble families, Le Gardeur de Repentigny.
and Le Neuf, comprising forty-five persons, with artisans
and laborers, giving to the infant city a population of nearly
two hundred souls.

The fort was now enlarged, and partly built of stone;
the streets of the city were traced. The Jesuit mission-house
having received reinforcements, a residence was established
also at Three Rivers, where already the fur-traders had their
post, frequented by the Indian hunters. Another mission-
house was built in the distant country of the Hurons, and
there, in the midst of ] eisecutors, was a little band of faith-
ful converts, . The wandering Algonquin and Montagnais 1,
more docile than the Hurons, wherever they had met the
missionary, had received with joy the tidings of salvation, -

New interest in the success of the m?&sions and the wel-
fare of the colonists was awakened in France by the publica-
tion of the Relations, in which the holy missionaries made
known the wonderful effects of grace in these new Christians,
.as well as the ardor of their own longings to shed their blood

_for the cause of God. L
Princes and prelates, courtiers and ladies, as well as persons
“in the humbler walks of life, vied with each other, in raising

funds for the missions and other charitable purposes. One

- of these pious donations provided for the establishment of the
- converted Algonquins and Montagnais, on the model of the

l—léorth of the St. Lawrence wandered various tribes of the .

. Algonquin type: the Montagnais, the Algonquins and the Nipissings.

Maine was occupied by the ‘Abenakis ; Gaspé and New Brunswick,
+ by the Micmacs. The Hurons inhabited the peninsula formed by
- Lake Huron, the river Severn, and Lake Simcoe.

"All these tribes were gained to ‘the faith within the lifetime of

+ the first missionaries. .
. The Iroquois occupied the centre of Ne¥ York." -

s
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* THE WAYS OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE - .5

Reductions of Paraguay. Thus was commenced, in 1637 %,
the Christian village of Sillery.

There, at-only four miles’ distance from Quebec, were little
Indian girls waiting to be instructed. Other little French
maidens were growing up-among the settlers, within and
around the city. It is easy to imagine with what anxiety
pious fathers and mothers looked upon their daughters, for
whom it was impossible to procure the advantages of educa-
tion and instruction. - For their sons, these precious advan-
tages were to be found in the college of the Jesuits, opened
in 1635.

Had Divine Pm\ idence, while providing for the bird
unﬁedoed rocking in its little nest, forgotten the birdlings of*
a Christian home ? If left without intellectual and meral
culture, would not the descendants of European civilization -
sink to the level of the degraded beings around them, and
becqme perhaps more savage than the natives themselves ?

But Providence had not forgotten the little ones in New
France, as we shall soon see. -«
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& b

THE WAYS OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE

Far from these vast regions where the fearless missiona-
ne&labored, away in central France, the old city of Tours
Iay -quivering in the sunlight of an April morning. It is not

1—By Noél Brilart de Sillery, Prime Minister of Louis XIII. -

, ~
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6 . GLIMPSES OF THE MONASTERY

to the bright fields, the vine-clad hills, the pleasant thickets

of mulberry-trees, that we shall direct our gaze ; but to the

cloistered g;arden-walks of the Ursuline Monastery, along

which one of the sisterhood glides, with joyous step, hastening

to visit a'favorite shrine, « the Hermitage of St. Joseph L.”

In this sacred spot we might recognize one whose name is

now familiar to thousands on both sides of the Atlan-
tic. It was Mother Mary of the Incarnation, for, whom

St. Joseph had procured an immense favor. An interior

assurance had been granted her that the moment for the

. accomplishment of the will of God in her regard was at’hand.

The long years of waiting are nearly over; the “ precious
crosses . of Canada,” which will soon be hers, promise her
« the delights of Paradise,” because there she will have an
opportunity of winning souls to God.

Perhaps there are none of our readers who have not heard
something of the history of this remarkable woman—the
foundress of the first institution for the instruction of female
youth on our continent; the first, also, whose name, from
this Northern America, bas been carried to Rome, to be in-
scribed as a candidate for the highest honors which the Church
can bestow upon her most faithful children.

Born in 1599, of a family, not wealthy, but distinguished
for probity and virtue, Marie Guyart had the advantage of a
solid and pious education, and from her earliest years, her

1—This garden-chapel, solidly built of stone, still exists, and has
been visited of late years by travellers from Canada, among others
by Mr. Ernest Gaguoon, secretary of Public Works. To his kindness
we are indebted for the interesting photographic views of the
monastery of the Ursulines, the Hermitage, or chapel of St. Joseph
and the paternal mansion in which our Venerable Mother Mary
Guyart de 'Incarnation was born. -

This monastery, from whicl the Ursulines of Tours were driven
-by the Revolution,of 1793, is now & Catholic college.
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soul was the recipient of heavenly favors. The piety and
innocence of her youth, the trials that attended her during
the two years of her married life, the admirable virtues she
practised during her widowhood, while bringing up her infant
son—the only tie that retained her in the world,—these

would form the headings of as many chapters, replete with .

interest and edification.

At length, after devoting twelve years to the training -and
education of her son, she confided him to her sister’s care,
and entered the cloister. These years of probation had been
to her the narrow, thorny path, leading to the mountain-
heights of sanctity. She had practised the counsels of evan-
gelical perfection before pronouncing the solemn vows as
a religious. She had attained that sublime state, which
8t. Paul describes of himself: « Henceforth I live, yet not
I, but Jesus Christ liveth in me.”

The interests of God had become hers ;v the extension of.

the Kingdom of His Divine Son, her only and ardent desire.
The conversion of the heathen, throughout the universe, was
the continual object of her supplications.

Not long after her admission into the €ommunity, one
Christmas-tide (it was in 1631j, her future course was
mysteriously shadowed forth in a dream, which made a deep
impression upon her mind. Through a dark and perilous
way, she groped, hand in hand, with a lady whose counten-
ance was unknown to her. A venerable persomage directed-
the travellers by a motion of the hand, and they entered a
spacious court, enclosed by the.build'ings of a monastery.
The pavement was of white marble, intersected by lines of
vermilion. Over all this place, seemed to brood the spirit

of stillness and peace. On one side rose a chapel of purest .

alabaster, upon the summit of which, as upon a throne, was

seated the Virgin. with the Divine Infant. - All around -
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8 GLIMPSES OF THE MONASTERY

~extended a desolate country, covered with fogs and beset

with mountains and precipices. In the midst of these gloomy
wastes, the spire and gable-end of a little church could be
perceived, just visible above the fogs. The Virgin looked
with sadness on the dismal scene, and*as Mary of the Incar-
nation, longing to be nearer, pressed forward close to her seat, .

the sweet Mother of Mercy turned towards her with a srmle .
of welcome, and gently bendmg down, embraced her. Then’-

she seemed to whisper some message to the Divine Infant,
that concerned Mother Mary and the salvation of souls.

The words had not been heard; but, on awaking, she knew
the purport of that secret message, and her heart, filled with
ineffable consolation, burned more than ever for-the conver-
sion ‘of pagan nations. : '

A year later,the same scene was represenbed to her, attended
by an interior call to devote herself to found a monastery of
her Order in Canada. . Henceforth, while praying for all the
benighted natldns of the earth, it is in particular for the poor
Indians of the New World that ber zeal is enkindled. Many
times each day, with pressing supphcatlons she pleads for
souls, through the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and still she
seems to hear our Lord’s bidding : “ Go to Canada, and there,
build & house to Jesus and Mary.” There, the light of the

Gospel was indeed just beginning .to dispel the darkness

which through long ages had covered the land.

About this time the Relations which the Jesuit missionaries -
in New France had begun to publish in 1632, found their_

‘way to the monastery, and helped to fan the flame.

How the Almighty had provided for the accomplishment of |
“His designs, we must_now relate.

In another distant part of France, near the little town of
Alengon, in Normandy, stodd the castle of the Seigmeur of
Vaubougon, the ancestral home of Madeleine de Chauvigny,

g
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THE WAYS OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE 9

better known by the name of Madame de la Peltrie. Like
Mother Mary of the Incarnation, Madeleine, engaged once
in the married state through pure compliance with. the - will
of her parents, constantly refused, when these ties were
broken, to contract a second en;gagement. The piety of her
early years had been remarkable. As a widow she proved
her love of God by-the practice of exterior works of charity,
_ bestowing alms, lodging and serving the poor, visiting and -

_ comforting the sick and the unfortunate. To her also, the
Relations, particularly that of 1635, brought a ray of light
to direct her future course.

There she had read these moving words : « Alas ! were
the superfluous wealth of some of the ladies of France
employed to further the conversion of these poor Indians,
what blessings would they not draw down upon their own
families ! What a glorious thing it would be in the sight of
Heaven to gather up the precious drops‘of the blood of Jesus
and apply them to the souls of these poor heathens ! ”

How many hearts that thrilled on reading this vehement
appeal, turned as soon to some trivial pursuit, giving no
further heed to the voice of grace ! Not so Madeleine, A high
and noble purpose filled her soul, while it overwhelmed her
with the impression of her own anworthiness.—Yes, she
would go to that heathen land ; she would aid in gathering
up the precious Blood of Jesus !

- Before she had takem any step towards the accomplish-
ment of her pious pro_]ect she fell dangerously ill, and soon
her life was despaired of. -In this extremity, she ma.de a
solemn vow to go to Canada, and -to found, in honor of St.
Joseph, a monastery of Ursulines for the instruction of the
little Indian and French girls. ‘

Suddenly she rose, from the brink of the grave to perfect
health ! o : . i
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- who coveted the wealth she was giving

~of Mother Mary of the Incarnation.

10 GLIMPSES OF MONASTERY

\
Many difficulties remained to “oe overcome. Family inte-

rests were at stake, and family tes formed lmpe(ﬁments
Legal proceedings having failed to pcure her arrest, those
g\to good works, were
fully determined to deprive her of. her \iberty in order to
obtain it. Through zeal for the missions oRCanada, a gentle-
man of Caen, M, de Bernitres, consented to\aid Madame de
la Peltrie in this difficult conjuncture, to protect her and
forward the holy but hazardous enterprise 1. '\
A journey to Paris enabled the pious lady Y
Father Condren, General of the Oratory, and St. Vi
Paul. Both these eminent men approved of the noble‘under-
taking and encouraged her to hope for success. ‘
1t remained to obtain nuns for the proposed foundat)
Madame de la Peltrie sought the advice of Father Ponce ‘
who was charged with the missions of Canada. From him,\
to her great joy, she learned the particulars of the vocation

Not many weeks later, Madame de la Peltrie was at Tours,
‘pegotiating the affair with the archbjshop. Admitted into
the monastery, Mother Mary recognized, in the stranger, the
companion with whom, in that mysterious dream, eight years
before, she had toiled along a dangerous path, through dn "
unknown, desert land.

Tt was necessary to choose a companion for Mother Mary ;
this was equally overruled by Providence. Not one iu-that
fervent community would have shrunk from the proposed
‘sacnﬁog ; all were even anxious, to obtain the nomination.

4 2
S T

’ A
1—M. de Bermjéres remained the devoted friend of the - Ursu-

lines, taking charge of their affairs in France with a kindness- worthy - -
of the highest praise.
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* One alone, in henhumility, judged herself unworthy to aspire

to such a distineth yet she was the chosen onme. Of
gentle mien and delicate’ health, the youthful and accom-
'phshed Marie de la Troche de St. Bernard, was of the noble
blood of the de Savonniéres. Her vocation to a relwxous life
at the early age of fourteen, had already cost E:r parents an
immense sacrifice. How was she to obtain either their con-
sent, or that of her community 2 When God wills, He provides
the means of accomplishing His Holy will; thus it proved
in the case of Mlle de-taTroche.

" Attributing the unlooked-for success to the protection of
St. Joseph, to whom she had confided all her hopes, Mother
St. Bernard exchanged her name for that of Mother St.
Joseph, by which she will be known in the following pages.

It remained to regulate the temporal affairs of the pro-
jected foundation, and to receive the Archbishop’s blessing,
with their « obediences,” or episcopal authorization.

The assembly was held in the Archbishop’s palace. The
venerable Prelate, then eighty years of age, was profoundly
moved. When the moment of parting came, he arose, and
presenting the two religious to Madame de la Peltrie, addressed
her in these’ remarkable words :

« Behold the two corner-stones of the temple you are
about to erget in the New World to glorify the Almighty. I
entrust them to you for this end, conformably to your request.

\May they be two precious gems in the foundation, like those

© inthe heavenly Jerusalem; May this edifice be a mansion

of ] peace of grace, and heavenly blessings, more abundant
than?those of the ancient Temple of Solomon. May the efforts
of hell'mever prevail against it, no more than against the
Holy Church itself. - And since this House is to be built for
God, may He fix His dwelling there, as the Father and as -
the Spouse,.ﬁo\t only of the nuns I confide to you, but of all

\ ,
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12 GLIMPSES OF THE MONASTERY -

who may accompany them, or who will live there after them,

to the end of time.”

These solemn words, the farewell blessing, the last will
and testament, as it were, of the aged prelate, are never read
without emotion by the daughters of Mother Mary of the.
Incarnation, who would fain believe them to be a prophecy.

A last adieu to their dear monastery, to their beloved
Mothers and Sisters, and their long journey commences.

In Paris they form an -acquaintance with the Ursulines
. of the great city, who were destined later to lend them
Y efficient aid.

: The Queen, Aune of Austria, the Duchesses d’Aiguillon and
de Brienne, as well as many other’high-born ladies, mani-
fested their interebt in the future benefactresses of the poor
Indians of Canada, bestowing gifts and pious donations to
forward the good work. .

- At Dieppe, in another convent of Ursulines, the missionary
spirit has been imparted to Mother Cécile Richer de la Croix,
who seems, like another Matthew, to have risen at the first
sound of the Divine Master's voice, ready to follow Him,
even to the ends of the earth.

The merchant-ships, bound for Canada, had taken in their
freight: dry goods, implements of labor, live-stock, seed,
salt meat—a miscellaneous assortment—and were only
waiting now for a favorable breeze. Among the expected
passengers were three nuns! from the Hospital in Dieppe,
who under the high patronage of ‘the Duchess d’Aiguillon,

) “were going to Quebec to found a house of their. order.

_BncT - There weré also the Jesmt Fathers, Vnnont, Pmet, and Chau-

. l_Mother Marie Guenet de St. Ignace, ‘Anne le Comtre de
-8t. Bernard, and Marle Forestier de St. Bonaventure.
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S

monot, for the missions ; and now, at the latest hour—an
unexpected reinforcement—appeared Madame de la Peltrie
and the three Ursulines. .

On the 4th of May, all being in readiness and the wind
favorable, our voyage:s embarked. Three long months with
no other horizon but the mingling seg and sky, no other
landscape but the placid waters or the tossing billows; such————
is their prospect, at best. Before they quit the Channel,
they are rocked till all are sea-sick ; they barely cescape
being shipwrecked ; but that is nothing. « Their hearts
are in peace, because they are fully abandoned to God.”—
Who would not wish them God-speed on their long and
perilous voyage ?

c—

\

CHAPTER III

1639

_ARRIVAL OF THE URSULINES IN CANADA

It was mid-summer, when the little fleet which had lost
sight of the coasts of France in May, anchored, at last, in the
harbor of Tadoussac, at the confluence of the Saguenay with
the St. Lawrence. Our trdvellers, no doubt, were struck
with the stern and S¥vage grandeur of the scenery : the black
impending cliffs, rising perpendicularly, and forming a gigan-
tic gate-way, through which the dark waters of the Saguenay
issue—a fathomless ﬂood-—subhmely reminding the specta-
tor of long ages past, and terrible convulsions of nature since
her birth.

" The dense, lonely forests were unbroken, save by the- curl~
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14 GLIMPSES OF THE MONASTERY

ing smoéke of the wigwam-fire, or the rude sheds of the
trading-station. Strange, too, and wild, were these swarthy
hunters,the Algonquins and Montagnais, who had come,
bringing their furs, the skin of the beaver, the seal and
marten, to exchange for blankets, kettles, kmves, and other
European commodities.

The poor Indian looked with amazement on these « daugh- -
ters of Sachems ” who, he was told, had left their homes
beyond the Great Sea, to teach the wives and daughters of
the red man how to avoid the flames of another world.

Impatient to reach their destination, the passengers leave
their ship, the Admiral, to its traffic, and in a smaller vessel
press onwards towards Quebec. The natives, swift of foot,
follow along the solitary shores, unwilling to lose sight of<a
spectacle so new and *wonderful. The last day of July is near
its close, when, turning the eastern point of the Isle of Orleans,
the semicircle of the northern shore. opens before them in all
theloveliness of a summer sunset, varying its beauties from
the abrupt promontory, the term of their voyage, to the low
banks where the St. Charles brings in its tribute : the plea- |
sant beach, adorned with woodland scenery, the little rustic
village of Beauport, peeping through the trees, the precipitous
ledO‘e over which the Montmorency casts its sheet of foam.

Of all this, the slumbering river had a picture in its bosom. "
Our voyagers had another in their souls, a picture of all they

~ fain would do and suffer for this Land of Promise.

It was decided not to enter the port of Quebec that night,
and, a little bay ! presenting itself on ‘the pleasant wooded
Island, they resolved to go on shore. How réfreshing to the:

1—The Island of Orleans was, at that date, unibhabited.- The
little bay was, apparently; that now called UAnse du Fort. - - S
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sea-faring vdyagers is the cool, forest breeze, laden with sweet.
odors! How delightful this evening scene, where every feature
is novel and grand! But of this our travellers take no note.
.They have only told us how they lodged in cabins, constructed
by the sailors in Indian style. A wigwam was their hotel
for that first night en shore, in the New World. Then with
what joy their hearts wege filled to see themselves under
these “grand old forests ” ‘which they made resound with
“ hymns to God!”

During the evening, news of the bivouac on the point of
the Island reached the fort of Quebec. At early dawn—it
was the first of August—the booming cannon from the heights
of Cape Diamond annodnced the arrival of this fresh body
of recruits for the Colony. The Governor's yacht, sent out to
honor the missionary band, was seen returning with flying
colors. . .

‘While the strangers approach, let us with them view the
scene.

Before us towers the bold promontory, crowned with military
works. At the base of the cliffs, is a cluster of store-houses,
sheds, and other wooden tenements, set dcwn in the midst of

 fir-trees, sumachs, and aspens. Further on, the stfand is
studded with Indian encampments.

The first sound of the cannon has brought out the swarthy
forms of the Huron traders. Some rush to the water’ s edge

" and launch their light canoes ; others are grouped in vanons
attitudes along the shore. Another flourish of military music,
‘and the beach is thronged with all the population of the city. .
The Governor, in plumed hat and scarlet, embroidered '
coat, leads the central group. It is the gallant Charles Huault -
de Montmagny, with his suite, all in brilliant uniform,
his Lieutenant de Lisle, his secretary Piraube, his friends
- 8t. Jean de-Repentigny, de Tilly, La Potherie, du Herisson,”
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Juchereau des Chatelets, the factor of the fur company. The
Jesuit Fathers are there in their clerical costame. Gentle-
women mingle with the officials, and with the other groups of
citizens. More numerous than all are the crowd of workmen,
artisans, and clerks, who have leave to suspend their labors
for the day, and who join the squad of soldiers in their noisy
demonstrations, while perched on every rock along the moun-
tain path;are-other-Iudiambraves, the villagers of Sillery.-

The yacht has neared the shore. Our missionary nuns, on
landing, fall prostrate, and kiss the soil of their adopted
country, -embracing, in their hearts, all the crosses it may
bring forth.

The introductions ‘over,the pious cortege moves on, climb-
ing the zwzac pathway yp he steep, now known as Moun-
tain Hill :

At the top of the hill, & the left, is the little chapel ofour
Lady of Recoveryl. There, the Holy Sacrifice is offered by
the Father Superior of the  missions ; it is followed by
the Te Deum. The emotions of this pious assembly, we shail
not attempt to penetrate. They could only be fully known to
Him, whose grace had inspired the heroic undertaking and
whose love was the source of the sympathy it excited in these
congemal souls.

The rites of hospitality reumted the elite of the company

with-the strangers, at the castle. We have no further details
of this first day. All the French families had a right to an
introduction. The nuns must have noticed the Héberts, the
Couillards, the de Puiseaux ; perhaps also, the Seignear of
Beauport 2, Giffard.

" 1—Notre-Dame de la Recouvrance, built By Champlain in 1632,
in fulfilment of & vow he had made while retained in France.

* 2M. Gitlard had obtained the Seigniory of Beauport,and, in 1634, ,

seven famnhes had arrived there as t.enants.
¢
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. The next scene recorded in t}le old volumes which have

guided us thus far, is a visit, on' the day following, to the

Indian hamlet of Sillery. The Ursulines and the Hospital-
lers, conducted by Father Le J. eune, proceed first through the
“ Grande Allée, ” bordered in nearly all its length with fine
old forest-trees, Birds of new song and plumage, flowers of
unknown forms, but chiefly conv.
of the mission, diversified the way.

The hamlet was enel

ersation on the prospects
osed by a palisade, as a sort of fortifi-
cation. The gateway, thrown open, discloses the life and man-
uers of barbarism, just softened by

purified by Christianity. -
" The Reduction consists of some fifteen families, thejr habita-
tions varying from the primitive rudeness of the
wigwam to the substaatial stone hut,
house for the priest, and an infirmary,
centre of the village. .
At sight of the nuns clad in their

poor squaws gather up their little Papooses and seem ready
to flee to the woods with them ; the older red-skinned urchins

stop their wild play and huddle to

gether ; but at & motion
from the good priest whom they all know, they gather round

and soon forget their sudden alarm. When teold that these

“ daughters of .Captains ” had lefs their happy homes in
France. to come and teach them. more about the Blessed Jesus,

or to serve them in thejr sickness, their wonder and admira-

tion were unbounded. Not less profound was the Joy, the

affection with which the good nuns looked upon these children

of the forest, whoge- spiritual welfare was henceforth to be

the end of all their labors, .
_'Not a little Indian girl appeared, but Ma lame de Iy Peltrie
pressed her {,o he_g' bosom and _kissed her with a nother’s -

Algonquin
A chapel, a mission-
or hospital, occupy the

peculiar costume, the
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fondness, unmindful of much that might have created disgust.
The nuns were not less moved, and gathered round them

. with the aid of theirgood conductor, several of the little half-

clothed children to be their future pypils. They next visit
the chapel and hear the voices-of thjgood Indians singing :
“ 1 believe in God, the Almighty Lreator, I believe in
Jesus Christ our Lord. ” Hymns too, in a language that
seemed like the cha.tteriﬂg and twittering of birds ; but the
nuns knew they were singing of Jesus; that was enough
to move them to tears of devotion. Father Le Jeune announ-

ces- that there is a neophyte to be baptized. "Must not

Madame de la Peltrie be the godmother ?

The visit over, the good Hospital Sisters and the Ursulines

embraced each other for a final adien. The two Urders had
formed one community for the last three months, while the
ship was their monastery and the Ocean their cloister. Now,
their respective avocations require them to separate ; still
living and laboring for the same end, the glory of God and
the salvation of souls.

The Hospital Sisters find a comfortable dwelling-house in
the Upper Town, near-the Fort, to shelter them until their
monastery, already commenced, will be ready to receive them,

As to the Ursulines, they have the loan of a small building
on the wharf, ! preferable, certainly, to an Indian wigwam-

in which, however, Mother Mary of the Incarnation declared, -

for her part, she was prepared to lodge.

S W AT s g L By
. -~ =

1—On the market-place, facing the Lower Town Church of N.D. ™

des Victoires.




THE LABOR OF THREE YEARS

CHAPTER IV

1639-1642

THE LABOR OF THREE YEARS

The departure of the French fleet from the harbor of Quebec
early in autumn, left the colonists to their seclusion, severing
their last link with the mother country, for the next six.or
eight months. The Huron traders also had rolled up their
bark houses and launched their light flotilla, leaving the
strand to its wounted tranquillity. -

Our Ursulines are already laboring “ according to their
institute, ” for the French pupils ; at the same timé¢ they are
tasking their energies to the utmost to acquire the Indian
languages. They have an able and willing teacher in Father
Le Jeune, who has become so learned only at the expense
of hard labor and many months of forest-life with the savage
hunters.” The young seminarists, also, are efficient aids, one
especially, who having lived near the trading-post of Three
Rivers, has quite a vocabulary of French words which.she
can translate into Algonquin. A »

But our readers have not yet seen the interior of that little -
Convent, « the Louwvre ”, as the nuns facetiously named it.
This palace consists of two rooms, one sixteen feet square, the .
other of smaller dimensions, with a garret and a cellar. The
arrangements need to be economical. The larger room serves
as & dormitory, the beds being arranged along the wall in
tiers ; it is, at the same txme parlor kitchen, refectory, recrea-
tion-room, and choir.

. The smaller-apartment. is a2 ‘class-room. An. addxt.xonal
wing, a sort of shed, serves as ‘al -exterior parlor. where
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through the preseribed grating, the-nuns may speak of God
to brave chiefs and warriors of the Indian race.

The colonists, fortunately, have invented an « order of archi-
tecture,” which is not expensive: a few strong posts set in

" the ground, some bars to join them, the whole covered with

planks and finished off with rough plastering. A chapel in
this style, before the winter closes in, is raised, and receives
the « gilded tabzrnacle,” the parting gift of a Parisian friend.
Itisa delightful “ devout chapel ”, so one affirms who saw it ?;
« agreeable for its poverty,” aud above all, precious to the good
Ursulines and their pious foundress, for the Adorable Presence
which it procures them. The cloister-wall, enclosing a large
space, is formed Ly a palisade, and by the solid barrier of the
mountain, plentifully decked at its base and at various heights,-
with shrubbery, wild vines, and flowers. Within this cloi-
stered tract, they set up a sort of rusticarbor, on the plan of a
Huron lodge, to serve as another class-room for Indian women
and childrem.

All these accommodatlons are of a mnature to suggest:
thoughts of the contrast between a poor hut in Canada, and

. the elegant lordly castles of Savonuit¢res and de Vaubougon,

or even the spacious monasteries of Dieppe and Tours. But
Canada is to them an earthly P‘a.radxse and if they have
anythmc to complain of, it is that they have not enough to
" suffer. Thus they wrote to their friends, even after that
terrible scourge, the small-pox, had transformed their school-
room and the dormitory into a hospital. A

Already, three years before thié arrival of the nuns, a sort
of pestilence had spread-terror and desolation among the

.
5 .
3

1—Mother St. Clare mentions‘it thus in a charmmg letter to her .
- -community-in Paris, after her arrival in Canada.
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THE LABOR OF THREE YEARS 21

Indian tribes. This year, soop after the departure of the
trading vessels, the small-pox, inits most vn-ulent form, made
its appearance at Sillery.

The little convent in the Lower Town was, in its turn,
invaded by the malady, which attacked the Indian children
only. All the seminarists—as the Indian boarders were
called—caught the infection, affording the nuns abundant
occasion for the exercise of charity. The beds of the patients,
placed upon the floor, left hardly room to move among them.
Night and day the poor little sufferers were tended by their
indefatigable nurses. Four died of it before mid-winter, after
which its intensity diminished. At the end of February, it
had entirely disappedred ; but not until the stock of clothing
‘destined to the use of the Indian children for two years was
exhausted, as well as the provision of linen for the community.

Throughout this trial, the nuns kept up their spirits and
their health. Their only anxiety was, lest the pagan Tndians,
believing the sickness to be the effects of baptism, should
refuse to send them their children. In this they were happily
deceived. With the cessation of the malady, the nuns

" found more congenial occupation, instructing Indian women /

and girls. The men also frequently appeared at the grating / .

- and listened to their teachings with as much docility as the;

children. Their seminarists increased to eighteen or t.wenty.f‘ :

. Two French. pupils were even then boarding in the little
convent. The number of day-scholars is not -stated, but i
included “ all who were of an age to be instructed.” Whe A
the warm season returned, the bark cabin become a class-
room ; and, from the surrounding shrubbery, came fresh aii',
and sweet songs, mingling with the cadence of the waters
plashing upon the beach. . l

In July, the annual fleet brought them Mothers St, Atha- :
~ nasius_and St. Clare from the Ursuline. Menastery of Paris =~
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22 ) GLIMPSES OF THE MONASTERY .

to aid them in their arduous labors. The latter, writing to
her comrgunity soon after her arrival, describes her new home,
where they “live in admirable peace and union.” Mother
Mary of the Incarnation, she says, “treats me with too much

honor; the sweet odor of sanctity seems to surround her, and

to> embalm all who approach her. Mother St. Joseph is a
charming person, most accomplished in every way. During
recreation she often makes us laugh till we cry: it is impos-
sible to be melancholy in her company. She loves the little
Indian girls like a mother. After catechism, she teaches
them to sing hymns and to play the viol.

« Sometimes she gives them leave to perform one of their
own pantomime dances, and the little scholars make no ‘cere-
mony of inviting Madame de la Peltrie to dance with them,
which she does with the best ora.ce in the world.”

The two Parisians commence studying the Indian language
with courage, remarking that the other nuns are « well
advanced.” They have to learn “ the grammar and write
exercises, like students in Latin.” Two languages, at least,
are required ; the Algonquin, and the Huron 1. All are busy,
and al] are happy in that little convent, where the love of
God reigns supreme. '

.The Ursulines had indeed come to the colony at an oppor-
tnpqél}oﬁent. The field in which thre good missionaries labored
long with little success, had now begun to yield fruit. Our -
Mothers considered themselves supremely happy in bemg
called to aid in gathering in the precious harvest.

The difficulties of the situation were however great. The

1—The Algonguin and the Huron are the mother tongues of a .

hundred tribes who wandered over the North American.continent,
between the sources of the Mlssxssxppl and the Atlanticas faras the

b
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revenue of the foundress was only nine hundred livres ; a
larger sum had been expended on the lodgings, such as they
were, in the Lower Town, and on the seminaristfs.. Madame
de la Peltrie had calculated for the expenses of six ; but they

had taken in three times that number. It must be“borne in.

mind that not only the Indian pupils, but sometimes their
families, had to be fed and clothed gratis. At the parlor,

where the nuns exercised their zeal in favor of the Indian .
- memn; it was not merely the bread of instruction that was
“broken: according to the Indian laws of hospitality; the food

of-the body was indispensable. It would havebeen an affront

to send away a guest without offering him to eat. The “ pot =~

of sagamité > must be constantly on the fire, "From time to
time, a more “ splendid banquet ” was prepared for sixty or
eighty persons. Then it required “ a bushel 6f black plums,
twenty-four pounds of bread, a due quantity of Indian-meal
or ground peas, a dozen of tallow candles melted, two or
three pounds of fat pork ”, all well boiled together. * It would
be a pity, says our judicious Mother, to deprive these poor
people of such a*feast, since it requires no more to content

even their sachems and war-chiefs, that is to say, their ’

princes.”

But if the revenue of the foundation was msuﬂicgent cha-
rity, in those times, was not an idle word. Pious friends in
France, moved by the letters of the nuns, sent them presents :
clothing for their seminarists, tools for their workmen, a
chalice for their altar. The good Ursulines of Paris and-of
Tours are always first on the list of benefactresses.

In the Relations, also, the Fathers set forth the poverty of
< the little convent, and the good the nuns were doing. Father

: Vlmpnt laments that they have not the means to build, and

invités in his amiable manner, “two courageous young ladies
prowded with a good dowry, to come to the assxstanee of the
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little convent, which contains more joy within its narrow
limits than ever was found in the palace of the Ceesars!”
In the spring of 1641, Madame de la' Peltrie laid the foun-
dation-stone of the monastery, on the advantageous site granted
* “by the Governor, in the name of the Hundred Associates.
The deed specified that the donation ? of “ six arpents of land
within the limits of the city of Quebec, was to enable the said
-. Reverend Ursuline Mothers to build a convent :where they
may live according to the rules of their institute, and devote
themselves to the education of youno girls, French 2 and
‘Indian.” '
‘ Wh11e the building was going on, the number of their
" seminarists amounted to forty-eight or fifty ; the parlor visits
exceeded eight hundred in the course of one year.
- Mother Mary of the Incarnation, with all her zeal, confesses -
that the nuns, five in number, have had te labor excessively,
and that the visits of the Indians at the parlor were con-
tinual. “But, she adds, the providence of our Heavenly
Father provides for all things. The pot. of sggamité was never

( ~empty.” . .

. 1—To this day a mass is said i m t.he Chapel of the Monastery for
the “ Messieurs de la Compagn

_ 2—From 1639 to 1642about forty families had settled within some |
- fifteen mﬂes of Quebec
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CHAPTER V ’
1639-1641

MADAME DE LA PELTRIE AND THE INDIANS

In the little convent on the wharf, the “Louvre” of those i
French ladies who inhabited it, were also the good foundress,
and her attendant, Charlotte Barré. It must have been from
motives of the purest charity and self-denial,” that Madame
de la Peltrie resolved to content herself with such accommnio-~ T
dations as that poor cottage afforded : all that she could save
by living in poverty would be so much gain for the poor
Indians !

But our readers have contemplated long enough the picture
of privations and sufferings. Let us follow the generous
French lady, when she goes abroad, always in the interest of

" the dear seminatists, or of the missions in general,
" On one of these occasions, an incident occurred which has
been recorded at full length in the Relations (1639).

It was the Feast of the Assumptlon anly fifteen days
after the nuns had been welcomed to’their new home. There
was a grand procession, in which six Indians, in splendid .
robes of silk and velyet, lately sent them by the French
monareh, followed the cross and banner. A hundred of their

* fur-clad brethren, marching two by two, in the order assigned
them, came after. Next walked Madame de la Peltrie, lead-
ing some of her little seminarists, in gew tunies of red camelot,
and white caps ; then cawe a long file of Indian girls and
‘women, clothed in garments’ of theu' own fashion : a frock,
made of a blanket or.a moose-skin, falling from the shoulders )
to the.knee, and fastened around the waist by a girdle, then* L

gy e T
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Foo 26, GLIMPSES OF THE MONASTERY
/./]‘QE black hair simply gathered behind their neck ; necklaces »
) and bracelets of colored beads completed their attire on this
g holiday occasion.
N  The clergy headed the French population in the usual order.
But it is not of the procession itself that we write. We
shall not follow it from station to station, pausing at the hos-
pital and then at the Ursulines, where the nuns sing.the
Ezaudiat, and the poor Indians, as usual, wonder and admire.
Neither shall we tell of the dinner given at the® Castle toa
hundred of the Indians, while the six, transformed by French
court-dresses into gentlemen—all but their bronzed faces—
were treated as royal guests at the Jesuits’ table.
Our purpose is with what took place after vespers, when
" the Superior of the Jesuits was notified that an Indian couneil
was awaiting his presence in the College-hall. |
Father Le Jeune did not go alone, but invited the Governor,
the newly arrived Father Vimont and Madame de la Peltrie
to take part in the proceedings. Entering, they found Indian
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S chiefs and notables, to the number of twenty or twenty-five, ;
B seated around the hall, in their own style, on mats they had :
E’; provided. The Governor, with Madame de la Peltrie and

Miss Barré on one side, and the two Jesuits on the other,
have taken seats and are waiting.

An Algonquin chief, rising, looks around upon the assembly, .
and begins: “ Be attentive, Father Le Jeune; let not thy
spirit wander, give heed to my discourse.” “ Ho! ho!”
answers the Father, and the Algonquin continues :—* The
words thou hearest are not mine. I am the mouth of all my
brethren seated here. We wish to believe in God: we wish
to cultjvate the ground; but we want help. Now, tell our
great chief Ononthio.to write to our king. Let him say: All
the redmen wonder to hear that you think of them. They
say to you: Pity us, send us help. -We wish to cultivate- the
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" ground. We cannot make houses like yours unless you help
us. Father Le Jeune, tell thy brother, who has come to be in
thy place, to write for us. Write thou also, that our king
may believe us. I have spoken.”

The first orator takes his seat, an Abenaki rises and urges
the same suit with much_pathos, He concludes: “ Certainly
thou speakest well, promising to help us to live like men.
Do not deceive us. I go to my home, there, where the sun
stands in the middle of the sky (the South). When I come
back, the snow will yet be on the mountains. I will come
to see if thou sayest the truth, if thou hast men to help us,
that we may no more live in the woods like the beasts.”

This spirited appeal, translated by Father Le Jeune, moved
the assembly to compassion. De Montmagiy promised to do
all in his power for them. Father Vimont was unigh losing
patience, seeing that for the want of a little money those
poor people were debarred from receiving religious instruction.

Madame de la Peltrie exclaims: « Alas! must it be said
that we cannot aid these good people to save their souls?
The expense of one ball in Paris, one soiree, would procure
the means of opening heaven to these poor creatures. Reverend
- Father, continues she, adressing Le Jeune, tell them that if I

could aid them with my own hands, I would do so. I will
try, at least, to plant something for them.” :

Her speech, translated, made the Indian braves smile.

*“ Tell the lady, said one, that corn planted by hands "as
delicate as hers, would take a long time to ripen.”

The conclusion of the assembly was, that a great effort
should be made to help the Indians the next spring, according
to their request.

Now for another sceme. Let us follow Madame de la’
Peltrie, on one of her frequent excursions to Slllery All the

: semmarrsts a.ceompany het on holiday occasions. '
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There she sometimes finds the squaws gathering corn,
which they suspend along the sloping sides of their bark

‘habitations, till they look gay as if decked for some festal

ceremony ; or they are roasting it before the fire, previous
to pounding it in their wooden mortars. Sometimes a family,
just come to live in the hamlet and pot yet provided with
any other utensils but those of their own manufacture, cook
a dinner in her presence, kindling a fire by striking two white
stones together ; then, filling a large bark tray or bowl with -
water, tfhey heat other vstones:red-hot and throw them in, till
they have boiled a piece of meat. Perhaps they prefer it
roasted; then they show her a cord made of tender bark or
of hemp, with which they suspend their steak, turning it as -
adroitly as the kitchen-maid manages a spit.

~If it is a pleasant day when Madame is there, the little
Indian boys are at play with the bow and arrow, not as
noisy as a similar group of little French boys, but silent as
the braves who listen to a harangue in council, unless sowme
unskilful throw, or some unlooked-for success, provoke a laugh
or a good-natured joke.

A well-known author has said, that “ simplicity of soul is
an inexhaustible source of happiness 1.” This simplicity was
possessed by the Indians of our America. They only needed
to be enlightened by religion, to be delivered of their gloomy

. superstitions, cruel practices, revengeful passions, and absurd

pride, in order to be happy. That liberty of life which was
theirs; that freedom from the shackles of custom and the -
cares of business which civilized man seeks from time to
time, and. enjoys with infinite zest, was not incompstible with
the duties of a Chnstlan

1—Chateaubriand.




EFFECTS OF INSTBP'CTION

But turning from this digression, we are again with Madame
de la Peltrie, at Sillery.

The second year that the Ursulines passed in Canada, the
Foundress went to the Indian chapel for midnight Mass, with
a few of the most exemplary of the seminarists. Little Agnes,
not yet five years old, was of the. number. _ Returning to
the Convent, this wee-one astonished the nuns by her vivid-
description of all she had seen and all she had heard. There
was a sermon, and she well understood that the Bethlehemites
of old refused a shelter to the Blessed Virgin and the Infant
Jesus. Her indignation against themis great; and her com-
passion for the sufferings of the Divine Infant in the Cave of
Bethlehem, is so real that she moves the nuns to tears while
she imitates the tone of voice, the gestures, as. well as the
words of the preacher.

But Madame:- de. la Peltrie as well"s Miss Barré were
oftener at home than abroad, and we shall hear of both several
times yet as well as of little Aones

CHAPTER VI

' EFFECTS OF INSTRUCTION
From the furest-home of the young Indian girl to the Con. .
vent, the distance,.in a moral sense, was infinite. Frolicsome
and wild as the little animals that roamed with her, she knew,
as little as they of obedience, or wholesome restraint, . The
only authority she was ta.ught to. respect, was that of her
mother or her agéed- orand-parents, but if she chose to be,
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wilful, on no account was she punished;-nor compelled to
obey. : |

Her clothing was scanty and of the roughest material,
& “Only in winter were her feet and limbs-protected by a coarse
’ ' sort of moceasin, and gaiters. She knew of no other cosmetics
but soot and bear’s grease ; her matted hair had never been
visited by a comb nor by the scissors. -Her bed had been the
o ground by the wigwam fire, shared equally by the dogs and

15 by the rest of the family. .
It is not surprising that some of these « wild birds ” caged
o for the first time, occasionally flew off to the forest ; but

when by affection and great patience, they had been tamed,
: they proved most docile to instructions, and most exemplary
2 in piety..

the Ursulines undertook to form, and as neither understood
the language of the other, the difficulty must have been
extreme. * A great desire to speak is a great help towards
doing so,” says Mother Mary. We may readily believe it,
- since the nuns were able to begin to instruct jn Algonquin
before the end of two months, Mother St. Joseph learned
also the Huron tongue and had occasion for it in the fol-
lowing spring. :

these three years ? .Of what avallf were their mstrucmons?
« A tiee is known by its fruit.” Let us examine the letters,

written by the nuns to their friends, and-we shall find that
they were consoled beyond measure, by the miracles of grace

Relatzons concur in the same statements,

meek as lambs, and that after their baptism they preservean:
- admirable purity of conselenee Among the- seminarists - of.

Little Algonquins from Sillery were the first seminarists -

But with what success have the Ursulines toiled durmg .

they daily witnessed among these same little forest-girls. The -

" Mother Mary declares that these new Chi'isﬁians are as -’

.
T
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the first year, she mentions little Marie Gamitiens (godchild
of Mlle, de Chevreuse), who at the age of five or six years, is
10 sooner awake in the morning than she begins her prayers; -
she says her beads during mass, and sings hymns in ker own -
language. Marie Madeleine Abatenau (godchild of another
noble lady), is a model of obedience and ability, knowing her
catechism and reciting her prayers, with a devotion capable
of inspiring others with the same. She also is only six years
old. .

But Agnes Chabdikwachich is twelve. 1t was she who
seeing one of the Fathers at a little distance from the place
where she was making up her bundle of faggots, threw away
her hatchet, -crying out: « Teach me, ” and this, so win-
ningly thit the good Father pleaded her catse, and brought
her to the convent with one of her little companions. Both
were soon prepared for baptism, and at Easter, with two
others, made their first communion. Agnes is not only well
instructed in her catechism, she is also skilful with her
needle. She handles the viol, knows how té¥ead, and is so
gentle and well behaved, that shé merits the name of lamb,
which she“bears,

Little Nicole Assipanse is seven yea,rs ld. At the end
of five months, Nicole knows the’ principal mysteries of
_réligion, her catechism and her prayers, so well, that when
<her mother comes for her, returning from the winter’s chase,
the little daughter teaches her poor pagan father and mother -
to know the true God. With all her talents, she has the.
true Indian character: she must go with her parents, who
have no other child; she coaxes her mother, and gains her
Pojnt. .
f)l;;ut here is Marie Negabamat, so accustomed to the wild
life of the woods that the good chief, her father, to entice her
-to remain in the convent, sends :with her two of ‘her fmends
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- already baptized. This was not enough; she takes to the
woods in a few days, tearing her red -tunic to shreds. One
more trial and Marie is obedient. (

She becomes the model, not only of the seminarists but of
- the French pupils, although,.as our Mother remarks, “ the
young girls of Quebec are extremely well brought up.”
From day to day she advances in piety; she relishes reli-
glous instructions, has a tender devotion to the Blessed
Virgin, and, so loves prayer that when the pious exercises:are
over among the seminarists, she. goes into the room where
the French pupils are, to continue them. o °
Marie Amiskivevan wins the heart of all who see her-
She is seventeen years old, and a model of ¢andor and-inne-
cence. She excites her companions to piety, treating them
with all the charity of a mother. Moreover, she speaks a
little French, and has aided the nuns.greatly in their study
of her lanouaoe

Another younc Aloonqum ‘girl, from Three Rivers, receives
the grace of baptism in such dispositions of fervor and contri-
tion, that Father Buteux, who had sent her to the convent,
is ‘moved to tears, and tells the nuns that this conquest alone
is well worth all the sacrifices they. have made,-and all the
toils they have undergone in"Canada. .

In reading of such effects of divine grace, we understand
better how the nuns could endure with joy the privations
and hardships of the mission. Let us cite a few more examples.

A little bund were preparing for their first communion.

Father Pijart onee, and Mother Mary two or three times a

.day, instructed them how to prepare for their Heavenly-

Guest. They were heard exclaiming: “ Oh! when will Jekus

) come ! when will He gaveus the kiss of peace in our souls.”
.- . Marie Negabamat was in "great . Jubllat.lon,_ .* Why are
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you so joyful, inquired one?” * Oh! cried she, I shall soon
receive Jesus into my heart.”

Some begged permission to fast on the eve of their first
communion, and afterwards made that their practice when-
ever they prepared for the reception of the great Sacrament,
These children were not more than twelve-years old.

Many of the Indian girls had first to be prepared for the

, sacrament of baptism. One day, five were baptized in the
little chapel of the convent. At other times the sacrament
was-administered to men and women, old and young. Their

" edifying deportment was most touching. One young woman

. had waited many months for this precious grace. When the
bealing waters were poured over her, turning to the specta--

’ tors, she exclaimed : « There! it is done! my soul is cleansed,
at last.” )

Were these little forest-girls susceptible of gratitude, of
benevolerice, and the other fine qualities of .the mind which
adorn their possessor? Let their teachers, Mothérs Ste. Croix
and St. Joseph, answer: “ Our seminarists, they declare, are
exceedingly,grateful,’and appreciate highly the services we
render them. One day, seeing the difficulty we have to learn
their language, they exclaimed: ¢ Oh! if we could give you
“our tongues to speak with, we would do so with pleasure.” A
better proof of their gratitude is found in their docility, their
 affection for their teachers, their willingness to be corrected
of their faults—a.thing so contrary to the customs of their
race.—their readiness to conform to the regulations of the
school, and to remain away from their parents.” '

As an instance of their kindness towards each other, let us
cite ‘another passage from the long pagss before us. “Some
new scholars had come in; there was no clothing prepared
to put upon them ;—quickly our seminarists supply the =

O
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deficiency, without being requested to do so, bringing what-
ever they could spare from their own: little wardrobe. It is
they who commence the instructions.” They have no greater
. -pleasure than to teach the new-comers what we have taught
& © them.” : :

L All the scholars mentioned thus far were Montagnais or
4 ' Algonquins. )
& The first Huron seminarist, was the niece of the famous .

; war-chief Chibatenhwa. He had seen the ¢ holy virgins,””
les saintes filles, Tobed in black, who had come to teach the

little Indian girls the way to heaven; and others, dressed
’ differently, who would take care of the sick. Great ‘was the
S admiration of his countrymen when they heard the<mar-
vellous story. He brings his little Teresa to the Convent,
Fooo where she becomes a prodigy of learning and of piety.

‘When next the Huron flotilla covers the river, Chihatenhwa,

‘from- afar, points out to his brethren the * House of Jesus,”

and hastens to meet his little Teresa. She -is only thirteen,

but she has.the zeal of an apostle. Her exhortations startle
K and subdue the most obstinate, On their return to Huronia,
they publish her fame throughout the tribe. « Teresa has
more sense than any one who has ever appeared in their
country. Doubtless the one wiio has instructed her is also
“the greatest genius among the4Frenc ”  Once, at Sillery,
she holdsa discourse to catechumens, who remain with her'
“more than two hours! The sachems, even of other tribes,
listen to her with reverence. As to other attainments, Teresa
speaks two languages with facility, and sings in Hauron,
French, and Latin.

The nuos, at another time, ‘must take a few daysto attend
to thelr own souls, “ for of what avail would- it be to preach
10 ot.hers and be one’s self a ‘cast-away ?” The little girls are

“to have a Week of holidays, with Madame de.la Peltrie.. Bnt
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they must make no noise, for fear of disturbing their good
- Mothers, who are conversing with God.in retreat; and, lo!
all these late barbarians are as ‘well verged in good breeding
and genuine politeness, as pupils of the”most accomphshed
" boarding-school. They spesk low, ‘they moderate their play ;
- yet, t.he time seems long, and when their dear Mothers re-
appear, it is to be overwhelmed with caresses. .

Teresa the Huron resolves -to make a retreat, in imitation
of the nuns. She hides herself in the thicket along the moun-
tain’s base, in order to pray for thg conversion of her ceuntry-
men without ceasing, and to let no one interfere between her
and God. Won by her example, the others beg to be allowed
to make a retreat, and transforming their school-room into
cells, they set about it with such a will that the nuns must
interfere to moderate their fervor, )

Were these little Indian girls attached to their convent
home ? Let us ask Teresa who had remained more than two-
years. Olr! the separation was most painful. - But the mis-.
sionaries were anxious to have the influence of the young
seminarist among her countrymen, and her parents could no-
longer endure her absence. Teresa makes the sacrifice, for-
she has learned obedience; she leaves her dear convent.
" Mothers. From Three vaera, she writes to Mother Mary of
- the Incarnatlon t—

-

“ My dear Mother,

"1 am going to my distant home; we are ready to start.
- I thank you for all the caré you have bestowed upon me. I
~thank you for having taught me to serve God. Is it for a

, thing of small value that I offer you my thanks? Never
- shall 1 forget you.—TERESA.” . <

. Two days affer she had conﬁded he'r letter to Father da

-~
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Pex-‘rox,x' who was returning. to Quebec, ‘she, with all who

8L ) accompanied her, fell into the hands of the ferocious Iroquois, .
. Faithful to God during her captivity, she continued to instruct  °
B -and to edify. After three years she was rescued; through

the intervention of the Governor, who made a present for her
release at the trreat assembly for the treaty of peace, at Three
o Rivers (1645). i
S ” The.good conduct of the seminarists among their a&/n
M people was another subject of immense joy, both to the nuns
e . and the mxssxonarxes. -It was their office to regulate the
/ pious exercises, to ¢ay the prayers, to choose the hymns and
o to teach the others how to examine thelr conscience.
o " Three. young girls had been required to follow theéir _
- ' parents during the winter chase. -On their return, in spnng,
. their first visit was to the Blessed Sacrament ; their next to- .
tthe chapel of the Blesséd Virgin, to ‘crown her statue w1t.h¢ )
the flowers they had broaght frem the woods. Then, entering 3
the convent, they gave the nuns an account of all they had -
-done during their absence. “ Oh, said they, how painful it
was to be so long aﬁ’a}"y from holy Mass and the sacraments!” -
i, - Durmc the winter,’they had written twice to the Superior of -
i the Jesuits, to beg him to send a priest to their people. The -
letters passed from hand to ha,nd and were even shown to
ithe Governor, who, like the’ 6thers, pronounced' them admir-
_able in style and execution, as, well as for the sentiments
-expressed. .
But it is time t6 pause. The reader who has seen how
" . Mother Mary writes to her intimate frieuds, will understand -
how she could say in the second_year of her labors: « The:-
‘ Relation will make mention of the seminarists and the con-
"% .solation they give us, but the truth is, if all were published,
: it would appear past belief. They lose all their barbarity
-once they are baptized, and one who has seen them running

: ;y’t*f‘- 1:
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wild in the forest, cannot, witl_ibut emotion, behold them
approach the holy Table, gentle as lambs, to receive the true
Lamb of God. No one would have thought that they could .
be ‘brought to live in the cloister; yet they do remain, wil-. .
lingly, and do not leave it without permission.”
The elegant historian, Bancroft, had he trusted the Letters
and the Relations, from which we have abridged the above
. account, would -have. given unrestricted praise where he has
' saidy “Is it wonderful if the natives were touched by a bene-
voléﬁég which their poverty and squalid misery could not
-appall ? Their education was atfempted ; and the venerable
ash-tree still lives beneath which Mother Mary of the Incar-
nation, so famed for chastened piety, genius, and good judg-
ment, toiled though in vain for the education of the Huron .
children,”. - g ‘ J
The “ education ” given by the missionaries and by the *
nuns had sufficed to soften the manners of & barbarous race,
to elevate their souls by the knowledge of?tl;é high and holy
truths of revealed religion, to teach them to-forgive, instead
of torturing, a captured foe, to practise the austere virtues of
Christianity, instead of following the instincts of a, depraved
and degraded nature. In this success, they found abundant
reward for their toil, which no one, surely, should deem to
have been “in vain.” : o )
This effect of the instruction given by the Ursulines has o
already appeared in the preceding pages ; those that follow -
- will prove it still more abundantly, while we behold hun-
dreds of Indian children, as well as men and Wwomen, receiv-
ing with joy the inestimable boon of faith and transmitting
it to other poor pagans in the distant forest. wilds of the con-
tinent. ’ ' B
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"CHAPTER VII
1642-1650
EIGHT YEARS IN THE NEW MONASTERY

The conversion of the aborigenes, which Mother Mary of
tl_ie Tncarnation had seen prefigured as a church just emerg-
ing from clouds and darkness, was now rapidly progressing.
On all sides, the mists of error were retiring, and soon whole
nations embraced Christianity with the-fervor of the primi-

. tive ages. But was this Church destined to be perpetuated
through a long space of time ? Or was it destined to people
the heavenly Jerusalem with one rich colony of souls, and
then diminish with.the nations ﬁisif formed it 2. This latter
destiny, Mother Mary foresaw, as appears by her letters.
So much the more ardent, if possible, was her zeal for the
.welfare of souls, purchased with the bloo¥ of Christ ; so much
the more strenuous her efforts to be useful to them, by
building for them & more spacious house, where greater num-

- bers of them could be instructed unto eternal life.

The missionary Fathers often expressed their desire to see

" the monastery completed, foretelling that the nuns would
have more labor than they could perform, whether for the
Indians or for the French populs;tion. -

That monastery was, at last, in readiness to receive inhab-
itants. It was a stately edifice, for the times, built of
"dark-colored lime-stone, quarried upon the spot; it was
three: stories in height, its length being ninety-two feet and
its' width twenty-eight. ‘

Three other massive stone edifices stood within the limits

of the city where-the primitive forest yet victoriously dis-
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puted for the mastery with the encroachments of civiliza-
tion. At various distances froni these centres were scattered
a certain number of dwelling-houses, built, some of -hewn
pine-timber, some of stone. -

Evidently the colonists, if yet few in number; were pro-
vided with means of perpetuating the civilization they had
brought to these northern wilds. The Fort would protect
them from being cut off by the native barbarians; the college

of the Jesuits and the monastery of the Ursulines provided .

for the wants of their souls and the education of their

offspring ; the hospital assured them an asylum for the sick
and afflicted. ’

.

To the Indiaps, the new “ House of Jesus ™ was a wonder,
worth coming a long way to see. If the little tenement on
the wharf, dignified with the name of « Convent " had been
to them so precious, was not this a more&ecure and certain
refuge ?

The new Monastery might well be called “ The House of
Jesus ”; no one else could claim to be its proprietor. It had
not been built by means of bazaars or lotteries, so convenient

* at the present day to raise funds when coffers are empty.

Neither was it due to the endowments of the foundress:
these barely sufficed for the expenses of the convent, where,
far from exacting payment fgr board or teaching, food, raiment,

.and instruction were distributed gratis. The only banker

known to Mother Mary and her nuns, was divine Proviaence.
It had not failed them on the present occasion.

With grateful hearts, they prepare to take possessmn of

;their new home; yet it is in a spirit of penance, more than
of joy, as if foreseeing the trials reserved for themand for .
. their dear neophytes. The fast of the vigil of the Presénta-

tion was a prelude to another on the day of removal with
all its cares and fatloues

1 ]
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At an early hour, the nuns, preceded by Father Vimont
and followed by their French pupils and their seminarists,
were seen climbing the steep mountain-path which led from
their little convent to the Upper Town. €rowds of Indians
followed, or awaited the sight among the forest-trees along
the way. In the cold atmogphere of autumn, treading the
crisp, fallen leaves that covered the frosty ground, there was
little to make the morning walk pleasant, but when they
approached the goodly mansion prepared for them, all were
deeply affected. The poor forest-childrer, who had never
beheld anything so grand, could not refrain from shouts of _
admiration, wondering if indeed this * great wigwam’ Was"
to be their home,.

But they soon proceeded again quietly and with recollec~
tion. They knew that the holy sacrifice of mass was to be
offered by the revered Father Gabriel Lalemant, who closed

the procession, bearing the most Holy Sacrament. They
must think over the hymns they were going to sing, and
their good Mothers were preparing for Holy Communion.

- Shall we follow them till all kneel in the new chapel ?
It is not very spacious, since it measures only twenty-eight
feet by seventeen, yet it is brilliant with lights and tapestried
for the occasion with red stuffs, borrowed from the store and -

.destined to othetvusages. The gilded tabernacle, the em-
broidered altar-front, the highly colored pictures, the priest in
radiant vestments, the sweet odor from the censer and the
sweeter voices of the little seminarists, mingling with the
grave notes of the pious nuns during t_‘.hé Holy Sacrifice, all
combined to make this first Mass in the monastery impres-
sive. It was still more so when the future martyr, before
distributmg the Bread of Life, addressed- a few words of
exhortation to the fervent Spousesjof Christ—words of one

¢ to whom the realities of another world were more_'present
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> than the’passing events of this—words that came from a
heart burning with the love of God, and longing to seal that
love with his blood in the midst of sufferings.

< ‘Butlet us leave the chapel, to consider the rest of the
premises, The interior of the convent was still far from
Being finished. The sound of the saw, the chisel, and ham-
mer, continued all winter, while partitions were completed,
“doors set, and ceilings #fade secure. Four ample fire-places

which, before spring, devour one hundred aud seventy-five

cords of wood, are neded to drive away the cold. During
the night, as a means of keeping from freezing, they have
recourse to large boxes or chests to hold both the bedding and
the sleeper; yeteven with this precaution, the cold penetratés
uncomfortably. To remain away from the fire-side more
than an hour at a time, even when weil wrapped up, would
be a great imprudence. o :

The long pine table is served as herétofore, with « salt
fish and pork, ” garnished with vegetables, such as the coun-
try produced. '

The courageous nuns who never said to sufferings and
toil : « That is enough, ” had only desired to be lodged more
comfortably, in order to be more useful. During the follow-
ing eight years, that brightest period for the conversion of
the poor Indians of Canada, their labors were incredible,

Besides the regular scminarists who, as we have already
said, were clothed and fed at the expense of the convent, and
who (ds the Relations affirm) amounted one year to as many
as eighty, the nuns were daily called upon togive instruction
to Indian women in their class-rooms, and to Indian men at
their parlor. Among these were good Christian Indians from
Sillery, where were now (1642—213) from thirty-five to fbrty

families. * From this centre the faith spre'ad\throughout the
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country, from Miscou and Tadoussac to the canton of the - ’

Hurons.

Here, it is the good Charles Meiaskwat, whose zeal trans-
forms him into an apostle, not only for those of his own nation
on the Saguenay, but even for the Abenakis on the Kennebec.
There, it is another of Mother Mary’s parlor visitors, the

brave chief, Nogl Negabamat, who knows no greater happiness- A

than to explain the Christian doctrine to all who will -listen
to him. Again, it is a woman, nearly sixty years of age, who

profits so well of the parlor instructions that she, too, becomes.

a missionary. In the depth of winter she penetrates the
forests, and seeks at a distance of many days’ journey, a
savage tribe who have not yet heard the name of God. Doubt-
less the Fathers did not exaggerate the value of such aids as
these, when they said: “The Indian, who is a good Christian
and really zealous, does more good among his countrymen
than three Jesuit missianaries.”

Warned by the fervid exhortations of these new Apostles,
whole tribes, all over the country, were seen moving in the
direction of the various missionary stations, Tadoussac,
Three Rivers, Quebec. The greater number came to the chief
French settlement to see the strange sights it afforded of
European- buildings and manners, at the same time that it
promlsed them not only the succor of the “ black robes, ” but

- also of the “ holy virgins.”

The bare enumeration of all these visitors would be tedious,
Let it suffice to instance the following (we quote from the
Relations, 1643). " While the Attikamegues (a tribe of

rd

4

-

Bat e N L\z’awr&ﬁc'ﬂf

Algonquins from Three Rivers) sojourned at Quebec, they .
went often to the Ursulines to be instructed, demanding with -
.importunity, to be taught their prayers or their catechism.
After the instructions, the hunger offthese poor people must

8

.r.,;

B RN



< s . R

.

EIGHT . YEARS IN THE NEW MONASTERY 43 .

be appeased, so that they occasioned as much expense per-
haps as the seminarists themselves.”

" At the same time, some of the Abeualns were at Sillery,
and were not less eager to be instructed. The following ‘year
came the Iroquets from the great island of the Allumettes,
having passed through the country of their enemies, the

Iroquois. “ The Iroquets, camped near the monastery, went

every day to the nuns’ chapel to be instructed by Father

Dequen ; when sufficiently instructed, they were baptized. ‘

there. During six weeks, the Ursulines fed this troop of

eighty persons, after mass, and again at a later hour, after

giving them instruction at their parlor. The women came in
their turn, entering the class-room for the same purpose.

“ During the same year, numbers of Hurons, who remained
at Sillery during the winter, were at the convent every day
for instructions. Cold or storm could not deter them. They
remained two or three hours at a time, always occupied in
learning their prayers or the Christian doctrine. These, as
well as the others, must have food before they go.”

It is needless to multiply quotations; they would show a
similar state -of things during .the following six years,
(to 1650), which is the period under consideration m the
present chapter.

Our readers will have, with us, buﬁ one dlfﬁculty, and
that is to comprehend how these seven nuns—that was their
number until 1644—could suffice for such labors : religious
instructions in three languages, French, Algonquin, and
Huron ; cooking, distributing food to the family within, and
strangers without ; teaching their seminarists to read, to write
and sew; teachmg their French pupils “all that is neces-
sary to fit them” for the station in socieiy ‘to which they
belong ;” writing letters to the missionaries and to their

friends—not letters of ceremony, but often' of many fokio
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£os pages—to say nothing of their religious exercises, which could
T by no means have been neglected.

% . The letters of Mother Mary of the Incarnation during this
period are most characteristic. It is not of her seminarists,
e her labors and: toils that she chiefly entertains her friends.
f_‘" » - Ob, no! Imher charity, she identifies herself with all who
g: ) labor for the conversion of the Indians. She surveys the field

of misgionary labor, from Labrador to‘the Great Lakes; she
counts the chapels that are built, the number of baptisms, the
w) . holy deaths. She knows all the nomadic tribes that come to
. be instructed. She shares-the perils of the missionary, his
y enthusiasm, and his longings for. martyrdom.- After filling
eight or twelve pages with such topics, she adds—“ A word
now of our seminarists; they give us every possible satis-
S faction. Their piety, their devotion to the Blessed Sacrament,
_ ‘their docility, their generosity in overcoming thejr defects,
. - all this is ravishing; yet it strikes us less now that we agg
L accustomed to it.” At other times she merely says: “ God
has blessed our labors this year as during the preceding ones ;
we have as much as we can do, especially during the winter
months, when the warriors leave us their children While théy
go to hunt.”

Later, when the country from Quebec to lake Huron -
becomes one great arena where scenes at once distressing and
consoling are. enacted, she suffers with those that suffer,
rejoices in a.ll‘;that conduces to the glory of Grod, and helps
to obtgin by herprayers, that abundance of grace which was

" poured out so copiously upon the new Christians, who often
had to pass from the waters of baptism -to the fire their
enemies had enkindled around their habitations.

Takmg up to the thread of our narrative, we should
recolﬂ in the autumn of 1643, the return of Madame de la

‘Peftrie from " Montreal, where she had accompanied Miss
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Mance, the foundress of the Hospital of Ville-Marie, eighteen
months previous. Great was the joy at the convent, both -
among the nuns and the little seminaris?s, some of whom,
being “ old scholars,” had not failed to pray for the dear
lady’s return, every day during her absence.

The foundress was not an 1dle spect,ator of the labonous _
occupations of the nuns. It was her right, she insisted, to
prepare the little Indian girls for convent-life, where clean-
liness is a first principle. The amount of scrubbing with
soap and warm water it required, together with the long and
patient use of the comb and the scissors, to prepare these
little forest girls for their new garments, was not sufficient
to disconcert her. She-loved also to conduct them, for a
holiday, to Sillery, where the parents of many of the semin-
arists lived. Like so many~ birds set free ” they would fly
to their various lodges, passing 4he time in romping, playing
with their little brothers and sisters, around their mothers.
But when the signal-of departure was given, from every °
side, they would hasten, gathering around their ningay, .
“ darliiw Mother ”, embracing her with more affection tham
their own parents.

The small building known as Madame de la Peltrie’s
-house, and which twice served to shelter the entire com- "
munity, was erected after her return from Montreal.

From the year 1646, it is within the Monastery, occupying
through choice the last place among the sisterhood, and
sharing’ all their privations, that we shall find the good
foundress, enjoying in seclusion that peace of mind which is

s the reward of the true servants of God.

Otber laborers came in, from time. to time, to share the
hardships and the joys of the pioneers. A lay-sister from the
Monastery of Dieppe arrived before the nuns had quitted
their httle couvent on the wharf. Tt was the good Sister
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-St. Laurent, who proved a real treasure to the community.

AR -. The Ursulines of Ploérmel sent one of their number, Mother E
Marie Anné of the Seraphim; Tours sent two, Methers )
e Anne of St. Cecilia and Anne of Notre Dame. The venera- .

o ble Archbishop of Tours was happy to contribute once more

; .+ to the welfare of the convent he had blessed so heartily, and

%~ sent out his own carriage to convey the two new missiona- \

* ries as far as Poitiers. Mother St. Cecilia, after sharing some
years the abundant privations and trials of the little commu-

A . nity, réturned to lier monastery in France. Mother Anne

’ deNotre-Dame, although -feeble and suffering, persevered

and rendered service in the classes, both French and Algon-

N quin.

» In 1645, Mot.her Mary of the Incarnation joyfully resigned
the office of Superior to Mother St Athanasius. Announcing
the result of the elections to her sou she says : “ Our dedr

_Lord has made our' hearts one, so that we can differ neither
in our views nor our desires. We have elected Mother St. --
Athanasius, .an excellent religious of the Congregation of
Paris, who has such a spirit of union and charity that she
wouId’suﬁ'er death rather that dls!:urb the peace that dwells
with us.” !

In the following year, Miss Charlotte Barré who had
accompanied Madame de la Peltrie to Canada only on condi-
tion of being permitted to embrace the religious state,
commenced her novitiate on the feast of the Presentation,
with Catherine Lezeau, the latter as a lay-sister. Both
persevered, and pronounced their vows after the usual proba-
tion of two years, having ta.ken the names of St. Ignatius
and 8t. Ursula.

Thus, the cloistered family in 1648 conmsbed of eight
professed choir-nufis'and two lay-sisters. "Befére ‘the close of
the year, a lady from the grand monde, Mademoiselle
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Philippe-Gertrude de Boulogne, sister of Madame d’Aille-
boust, joined the little community of Ursulines. .

The ‘triennial election of a Superior was made again in
‘June (1648), in pace et benedictione 1, resulting in- the con- -
tinuation of the same Mother in the office. Without anti-
cipating more upon a future page, let it be said that Mother
St. Athapasius was one of those remarkable women, whose .
precious and noble qualities have entitled her to the lasting
esteem and gratitude of the community, which she continued

“to govern alternately with Mother Mary of the Incarnation,
as long as both were spared. This served to cement indisso-
lubly the union between the two congregations- of Paris and .
Tours, -represented about equally for many years in the
monastery of Quebec. : '

"
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CHAPTER VIII
L " 1640-1652

" MOTHER ST. JOSEPH AND THE HURONS

From the Huron country to Quebec, by the circuitous
water-route, it was a distance of, at least, nine hundred miles.

But to the redman of America, long journeys were not
more expensive than his daily life, While his canoe glided
stealthily along under the deep shadows of the overhanging
forests, he knew on what banks to find the wild berriés, the
_succulent roots; or, if his foot startled the deer and the wild

1—%In peace and blessmg." Thus ma.rked in the Jowmal des
- Jésuites.
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| ‘ .fowl from their covert, the quick arrow brixght him his bill
of fare, wgthout a reckoning. Besides, there were strange
r sights to be seen, down where the white man had set his great
fort on the top of a mountain. There were “ big canoes” with
v wings; there where great “ wigwams” not made of bark;
there was a Captain of the day (a clock) that told the French-
man when to eat, and when to sleep ; in fine, beautiful beads
to make wampum, robes of bright colors; bowls and ladles
. ‘that would not burn, could be procured for beaver-skins and
other furs, of which the Indian had an abundance.
ol These were some of the motives that, in 1630, had brought
ot ) to the city of Champlain, one hundred and fifty canoes, bear-
> ing six or seven hundred of the tall, well-built, swarthy
braves, from the north shores of Lake Huron. From' Point
L  Levy to the opposite cliffs of Quebec, the channel of the St.
- " TLawrence was alive with their fantastic barks, each contain-
ing four or five savage warriors; their shoulders covered with
. ) -shaggy hides, their visages glowing with paint of various
¥ ‘ colors ; their long, naked arms, vigorously swaying the paddle.
.. o~ ~ This was the first time so large a number of these allies of
: .the French had appeared at Quebec. In the following years, .
their wvisits were renewed, and generally corresponded to
the expected arrival of merchant-ships from France. In 1639,
A there were stranger sights than ever. The Christian Huron,
2 _ Joseph Chihatenhwa, who, after his baptism, had lived like *
) DN a saint, was animated with new fervor. “Returning from his
journey he went from “townto town, preaching with heavenly
eloquence,” and publishing what he had seen. “ Ah! said
he, if you only knew what charity there is’ among those
who believe in God, you would never remain in your -super-
stitions. Even among those who have never-seen eacf other,
there  is but one heart and one mind. The «daugff&aré of
Sachems who have crossed the great Sea to live in Queber;

-t £y
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bave come for the love of ~1IS. W;hen they arrived, there was
such rejoicing, you would hive' siid that all the people of
Quebec were one. Oh! how far are we from resembling
them.” :

In the following spring, Joseph sent to the Convent his
young niece, the charming Teresa, whom we have already
mentioned. Mother St. Joseph, in the meantime, had studied
the Huron language with such success that she was able to
converse with Teresa, and with the braves who accompanied
her. Soon Teresa was joined by other young Huron girls,
and not an Indian of the nation conld come to Quebec without
seeing the wonderful, “ wise virgin” who could speak their
language. -

The holy nun; so rich i in the gifs of grace that we forget
her noble birth and all her rare accomplishments, was to the
poor Indians an angel from heaven; her words were. their
law, her influénce was irresistible. Her name was known
throughout the Huron country. Those who had never been
in Quebec, knew the Mother of the Hurons, the holy virgin,

as well as those who had been instructed by her in the faith, -

From the time Teresa, the niece of the great medicine-man,

with some companions, _ha.d entered, there was consfantly a

class of young Huron girls at the convent.

" There are amusing anecdotes related of the childlike sim-
plicity: of some of the Huron warriors..

One of.'the neophytes of Mother St. Joseph being invited

_ by his companions to join them in the winter’s chase, declined. ‘
giving a decided answer, saying that he wished to consult .

his direétress: upon which the other replied contemptuously :

. “You are not a man, but a woman ! ” The poor neophyte felt

the reproach keenly, but stifled his : anger, and came to recount

his trials to Mother St. Joseph. He was exhorted to bear the

4
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reproach patiently, as became a good Christian, whoshould-

know how to love his enemies. He replied with a sigh:
“That I will do, but, O Mother! you do not know how hard
it is for @ man to be called a woman.”

The brave Jean Baptiste had another difficulty. He was

"at Quebec with all his family and lived by the hospitality of

the nuns. One day, as he was going out to hunt, some of
his fellows réfused him what they had promised to provide.
In his disappointment, he uttered some words of impatience.
Perceiving his fault immediately, he wished to confess it;
but his confessor was absent. There was still a resource
left; he comes to see Mother St..Joseph, tells her what has
happened, asking her to tell his confessor, when she would
see him, that Jears Baptiste had sinned,-but that he was
extremely sorry, and begged God to pardon him.

Often the pagan Hurons, decided by their v151t to Quebec
to become Christians, remained many months coming every
day to the convent to be instructed. One of these whom

Mother St. Joseph was instructing, was invited by the

Algonquins to join them ina hunt. He consults the Mot,he"r
who tells him if he is in no hurry to be baptized, she sees
no reason why he should not go; but if, on the contrary, he
desires that grace very ardently, it would be better to remain
and continue to be instructed. :

Upon that, he replies with resolution : « It is decxded that
I.shall not go. Certainly, my chief business here is to get
baptized. I seek no other riches than that of being the child

_ of God.” He kept his word, received the grace of baptism

some weeks later, and still remained in Quebec till Mother
St. Joseph had prepared him for a fervent first communion.

The assiduity of the Huron neophytes to the parlor instruc-
tions, .which lasted two or three hours when needed, has
already been noticed ; but we have not mentioned another tie

et g+ arn
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between the poor Indians and their Mother. By letters to
her noble parents, Mother St. Joseph obtained abundant
supplies for these poor people, her adopted children whom
she cherished as her own spiritual family. T
At the time she commenced her intercourse with the . L g
Hurons, there were thirteen missionaries in their ‘country, . 3
laboring with a zeal capable of inspiring the most indifferent .
with admiration. o
But the relentless Iroquois, those Romans of the New -
World, had vowed the destruction of another Carthage. With B

of the Hurons was a land of desolation. The hour of ey
distress proved the hour of salvation. While misfortunes of b
every kind-were upon’ them—famine; pestilence, war, in its . i K
most horrid forms—conversions multiplied. Crowds that 7
had long deferred renouncing their superstitions, hastened to
demand baptism. .

The imissionaries, after passing through such trials as are
recorded of the most heroic cenfessors- of the faith——the e
ordeal of fire'and torture in every form which fiénds could R
invent,—left upon the list of martyrs the names forever
glorious of Daniel, Garnier, Chabanel, Bisbauf and Lalemant 1,

: all personal friends of the Ursulines. ‘

No one in the colony, perhaf)s, followed with more interest
than Mother St. Joséph the different stages of that sad
drama, destined to close by the extinction of the Huron
nation ; and when, in the summer of 1650, the last miserable
remnant of a people that had lately reckoned 35,000 souls, -

3
.

1—The Letters of Mother Mary contain lengthy and interestin
details of the labors, sufferings and combats of these martyrs. .
Twenty:nine missionaries had labored for the conversion of the
Hurons ; seven of these had perished by the hand of violence.

[




52 GLIMPSES OFV THE MONASTERY

! set up their poor cainp-huts within view of the monastery,
4 ‘ no heart bled with a deeper wound than hers. Mother
: " © Mary of the Incarnation says it was her death-blow.
a Soon they gathered around her, in troops of forty or fifty
L - ab a time,—as many as the parlor class-room aud later the
o bark cabin could hold-——men, women and children. Mother
St. Joseph had the secret of consoling them, fortifying them
N = with holy instructions, and inspiring them with sentiments
of Christian resignation.
L ' From the Huron seminarists in captivity among the Iro-
1 I ' quois, the nuns had most consoling accounts. One of Mother -
2% St. Joseph’s pupils, who had been carried off in 1643, 'at the
: age of thirteen or fourteen, was married, and thus had become

N -mistress of oue of those “ long houses ” where several fami-
lies lived together. After ten years of captivity, the mis~ 3
sionary not only found her firm in the faith, but she had ;
gained others to worship her God and pray with her.

Such instances—and they were not unfrequent—show the
I 2 _value of the instructions given by the nums. The bright.
wave, once set in motion, ran multiplying in widening circles,
under the eye of Him who blessed it, in numbers that w111
be known only in heaven.
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CHAPTER IX

N

1650

ONE NIGHT, AND TS CONSEQUENCES \.""\

. ) ' \«
*The year 1650, so fertile in trials and disasters,” was

- drawing to a close. A eclear, cold, December evening was

brooding over the glistening landscape. The great constella-
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tions which light the wintry firmament with splendor, were =

silently marking the early hours of the night. The dark
form of the monastery looked not gloomy, for the ruddy B
glow of the casements told of cheerful fires and cheerful faces o
within. There was even the sound of merriment, for this ;
was the hour of recreation. '

One who had gained admittance on that evening, would *;Z—.V
have found the.cloistered inmates enjoying in genial inter- -
course the social hour. Adjoining the chapel and choir, was ’ o

the communipy-hall, which the nuns had just entered, leav-
ing the small refectory, with the usual ejaculation : Deus det
nobis suam pacem, “ God give us His peace!” That peace -
was there, in the depth of their souls. We behold it in their 4
countenances, as with words of gentle greetirig they unfold s
already their parcels—knitting, sewing, mending—and take
their seats around a plain centre-table, where two lighted
candles invite them to utilize even the time allotted by rule
to relaxation.

‘We have seen them all before. It is Mother St. Athana-
sius, the Superior, who has labored on the arduous mission

» ten years; it is the pale and worn, yet gay and energetic

Assistant, Mother St. Joseph. Here is also Mother Mary of the
Incarnation, depositary, the guardian spirit of all; Mothers :
Ste. Croix, Anne de Ste. Cecile, Anne de Notre-Dame, Mother ~
St. Ignatius have come in. The three lay-sisters, St. Lau-
rence, St. Ursula and St. Michael, with the poor Indian widow,
Cecile -Arenhatsi, have still the company of the late « lady
of the castle,” Mademoiselle de Boulogne, now called Mother
St. Dominie, in, the kitchen ‘below, where there is work to be
done

-In the hall adjoining the community, the largest in the-
house, the Indian girls are in frolicsome glee.*Mother Anne,
of the Seraphim is in their midst, when Madame de la Pel-.

2
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“trie enters, and there is a general rush to be near the Ningay,
, “the dear Mother,” who never comes to them without giving
F and receiving pleasure. “The New year is coming,” they
~§ © . remind her, and she, with pretended gravity, does not under-
1 - stand the allusion ; yet we know she has counted well her
little seminarists, that no one may be forgotten in her loving
. distribution of presents on New Year’s morning 1. '
N " But the hour is waning. Let us look into the French class-
' room, where Mother St. Clare presides at the evening recrea- .
tion. It is above stairs. We have not complete lists, but we
oF ) can name: the Misses de Repentigny, Misses Elizabeth and
) Marie Couillard, Juchereau de More, Le Tardif, Ma.rsolét, de
2 " la _}’6terie, Bourdoen, Hayot, Hertel, Godefroy; Misses Made-
"leiné and Geneviéve Chavigny, Porchet, Nicolet as being
probably of the number. Gay and sportive as young girls v
can be, let them enjoy the hour, then close by prayer and a i

@
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1—The custom of New Year's visits, and gifts too, in these early :
times, has become known to us through the private Journal of the
. Jesuits, lately given to the public. One example will suffice, as a
picture of the cordiality that reigned among the inhabitants of New
France. The date we select is, ¢ Jan. Ist, 1646. The soldiers went to -
salute the Governor with their guns; the inhabitants presented
' their compliment {p a body. He was beforehand with usand came | '
here at seven o’clock to wish us ahappy New Year, addressing each v
- of the Fathers one after anather. I returned his visit after Mass. ;
(Another timé we must be beforehand with him). Mr. Giffard also .
came to see us. The Hospital nuns sent us a letter of compliment
early in the morning ; the Ursulines also, with beautiful presents,
wax-candles, rosaries, a crucifix; and at dinner, two excellent
pigeon-pies. T sent them two images, in enamel, of St. Igndtius
and St. Francis Xavier. We gave to Mr. Giffard, the Life of Our Lord,
by F. Bonnet; to Mr. des Chatelets, a little volume of Drexelius, on
Eternity ; to Mr. Bourdon, a telescope and compass ; and to others,
> reliquaries, rosaries, medals, images, ete. .

- 1 went to see Mr. Giffard, Mr. Couillard and Mademoiselle de Re-
pentigny. The Ursulines sent to beg I would come and see them .
before the end of the day. I went; and paid my coniplimentsalso -
to Madame de la Peltrie, who had sent us presents.” Journal des
Jésuites, p. 24.
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preparation for communion to-morrow morning. Have they 4
not just been told of the fervor of their little rivals, in
the hall below ? If they are more privileged than these little,

~ forest-girls, who have but lately known the good God, should

they be less grateful or less pious?

The hour of gilence is proclaimed by the bell at seven ;
then for a half-hour are heard the grave and solemn tones of
the recitation of the Divine Office. It is the evening tribute
of the spouse of Christ, as the appointed organ of the Church,
offering to Heaven for all creatures, a few notes of that per-:
petual hymn which encircles the terrestrial orb; a hymn of
adoration, praise, and love.

An hour later and all had sunk to rest within that peace-
ful mansion ; soon all were wrapped in the profound slumber
of the first hours of the night. For

“ Tired Nature’s sweet restorer, balmy sleep,
“ A ready visit pays..........
“ To Iight on lids unsullied by a tear.”

It gently smooths the pillow for the innocent and the
unworldly, for the simple child whose last-act was to
give her heart to God, as well as for the laborious teacher,

.whose last prayer had been for the welfare of her youthfal

charge and for the salvation of souls.
Meanwhlle, the midnight hour had passed, undlsturbed By
dreams of an impending calamity. '
Suddenly, the Sister sleeping in the children’s room,. is
awakened as by a voice of terror crying out :- * Hasten,
hasten wake your children, or they will be burned alive.”

" She leaps to her feet; the flames were burstingthrough the

floor’ into the room, where they all were sleeping. She
shrieks: < Up! fqr your lives, children, fly ”—and she rushés
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to the nuns’ dormitory to ery: “ Wake! wake! the house is
on fire. Be quick, and save the children.” In a moment,
all are aware of the danger; the fire was upon them on all
sides. :

One rushes to the bell to give warning of their peril.
Mother Superior, with admirable presence of mind, seizes
the keys and opens the doers. Mother Assistant and Sister
St. Laurence break down the parlor-grating, to afford a way
of escape for those who are on the second story. Some of
the Sisters, thinking the progress of the fire may be arrested,
run in the(ar ction of the cistern for water, Mother Mary
callg to them that it is in vain; they must on]y think of
savmo themselves and the chlldren But smoke and flames
are quicker than words. The dormitory where the little ones
sleep is already on fire.

Mother St. Ignatius, at the peril of her life, breaks in and
hwrries them out,—which is no sooner done than the floor

_ gives way. Other Sisters seize the little innocents in their

" arms ahd bear them’ off to a place of safety, returning several
times, regardless of the danger of perishing in the flames.
Mother Mary of the Incarnation had grasped the papers of
the community, and attempted to save some clothing for the
Sisters, who had all rushed from the house with the children,
in their night-dresses. She was alome in the midst of the
flaming mass. The fire was consuming the rooms beneath ;
it was devouring the timbers of the roof, over her head;.and
the flames were following upon her steps, as after bowing to
her erucifix in submission to the holy will of God, she flew
along the passage of the dormitory, leading through the parlor,
to a stair-case,—the only issie now possible. Happily, it
was free; although she encountered another danger from the
melting bell, directly over her way. At the door, she meets
the Father Superior of the Jesuils and all his household,
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hurrying to the rescue. The chapel-room alone was not yet
in flames. They had time to save the Blessed Sacrament,
and such of the sacred vestments as were in the vestry
adjoining, yet not without imminent peril.

But were all'safe ? Had it been possible in that brief space
of time, between the first alarm and Mother Mary’s egress
from the house, which she measures by the length of the
Miserere—some five or six minutes—to transport all the
children to a place of safety ? Had no Sister lost her way ?

Had no one been forgotten 2—anguishing questions were these

to Mother St. Athanasius, who having hastened down witha
Sister to open the doors, did not know that the others had
taken flight in the opposite direction. Shivering there upon
the snow, she’ endures a mortal agony within her soul, and

s
" calls- her Sisters by name,—but no one answers, Casting

berself upon her knees, she invokes the aid of Heaven, she
calls upon the good Angels.

At last, all are feunited around their Mother; the chlldren
and all the Sisters are safe! Poor Cecile had cast herself
from a window in the third story upon the icy ground ; but
she was only stunned. Little Genevieve, alas! was still
missing! But the good Angels were busy: Genevieve had

‘escaped, unharmed, though found only after a two hours’

search.

Now, higher and higher rise the flames, bursting throuch
that wooden roof. The heavy timbers bend and fall with a
crash. It is the brightness of mid-day on this widnight scene,

while -the cold, silent stars look down unmoved, upon a -

glowing, seething furnace, in lieu of the late happy mansion,
the’ Ursuline Monastery.

On the cold snow-path, clustered close to keep those little
childrén warm, the nuns are kneeling. They are silent and
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those women have lost their senses, or they are transported
with a vehement love of God!” .

Friends surround them now, and cover them with their
rough garments. They bear off the children, the little
Indian girls to the nearest shelter, the French children, to
their own homes. Madame de la Peltrie, in her night tunie,
and bare-footed until she gets the loan of shoes and a mantle,
shudders in the night air, as she hurries, with the nuns, all
in a similar condition, down the street to the Jesuits’ college,
where they receive hospitality for the might. .

In every direction were groups of French and Indians,
watching, in dismay, the progress of the conflagration. Great
was their compassion for the misfortune of -those heroxc
women, who had never toiled for themselves; and as meat
their admiration, beholding their angelic composure under
a calamity so sudden and so terrible.

“Whence bad the fire originated ?—Vain but inevitable
question on such occasions.

Mother Mary accounts for the disaster as follows: “ The
Sister charged with the bakery had prepared the dough for
baking early the next morning, and to emsure its rising had
placed a pan of coals' under the bread-trough, fully intending
to remove it later. This was an unusual thing to.do in her -
office, and it entirely escaped her memory.” The dreadful
consequences of such forgetfulness we have seen,

" Of the dispositions with which the calamity was borne,
Motl:er Mary, writing to her son, says : “ My heart preserved
its usual peace; I felt neither grief nor anxiety, but united
my will to His whose Hand has passed over us, leaving us
in the state in which He was Hlméglf at this season in the
cave of Bethlehem.” .

Eartly the next morning, the friendly nuns of the Hospital
sent their steward with a pressing invitation to accept hospi-
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. tality with them. The Governor, on the other hand, had
.ordered preparations to be made for them at the Castle. The
nuns were grateful to both; but preferring the monastery
to the Governor’s residence, they were soon in the arms of— * -

their dear sisters, the Hospitaliéres, who shed abundant
tears, while they welcomed them so cordially to their home,
Quickly the kind nuns brought apparel from their own a

wardrobe, and the whole community of Ursulines were trans-
formed into Hospitallers, dear Madame de la Peltrie with
the others. g }
In the course of the day, the Governor, with Father Rague- ge
neau, came to convey to the scene of the disaster, the Supe- i
rior of the Ursulines, with Mother Mary of the Incarnation, \
Madame de la Peltrie and Mother St. Joseph. ; S
. That smoking heap of stones was a sad spectacle. There
had perished, not only the fruit of ten years’ solicitude and -
toil, but also the six months’ store for themselves and their
* semiparists, a part of it due to the charity of their friends in
France: their provisions for the rest of the winter, their . i
clothing and beds, the furniture of their chapel and school- <
rooms$ all, in fine, that had been provided for the service ° e
of the poor Indians, and for their own comfort and subsist- . L
ence; all .had been utterly consumed. Madame de la Peltrie ‘
had lost every thing as well as the nuns. *
The New Year’s greeting, so cordial in those early times
that even to read of it is refreshing, must have given occasion
to many touching expressions of sympathy. The nuns were
at least, safely lodged, for the time being. Nothing that the
most delicate and ingenious charity could suggest, was omitted
on the part of the dear hospital Sisters, to alleviate their ;
distress. During three weeks, with indefatigable zeal, these o
“friends in need ” furnished materials, and aided in putting ’
together complete suits of apparel for each of the Ursuhnes. '

3 . X . “
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The two communities made but one, seated at the same
table, observing the same rule, and reciting the Divine Office
together : but can Ursulineslive without having little ehildren

_around them ? Evidently not. Already the vacant house of
Madame de la"Peltrie has been examined, and the offer of
the good foundress accepted. The nuns soon remove thither,
‘bearing with them the generous gifs of their benefactresses ;
and the not lessAgenerous loan of at least 500 livres worth of

'~ commodities, necessary for a’ bare commencement. They
3 brought, above all, and bequeathed to their successors, an
[ inexhaustible fund of gratitude for unbounded hospitality and
i sisterly kindness.

t o . Among the many marks of sympathy the Ursulines received
35.

o~
.

g

r

N

B ar o il v 3 I’ e .—»'ﬁ‘i-'
Puey AAJ;EE!‘ u :!/ APX T
.

F

K

while they were the guests of the generous Hospital nuns,
perhaps none touched them more than the visit of condolence
from their poor Hurons. Assembled in one of the large halls
of the Hospital, their chief, Louis Taiearonk, opened his
harangue as follows.

“Holy Virgins: You behold here a miserable skeleton, which
was one a living, happy people. Our flesh has been devoured by war
and by famine. These poor bones are only held together by your
benevolence and compassion. Consider our sad fate, and you will
see that we have every reason to weep for ourselves a torrent of
tears. Alas! the friends that kept us from utter destruction have
become like us, and their affliction renews all our distress. Must it
be said that we have seen that great House of Jesus, the House of
Charity, reduced to ashes in a moment? We have seen- the fire
pursue, without respect, your sacred persons! In that conflagration
we beheld again our own houses, our towns and country in flames.
Alas | must the fire follow the poor Huron wherever he goes? Weep,
oh! weep, my brethren, weep with me the misfortunes which were
ours, and which haf become the portion of these innocent virgins.
Holy virgins: lo! you are reduced to the same extremity as' your

) poor Hurons, for whom your compassion was so great. You have
" no more a country, a home, nor a hope, but in heaven where you '
‘have placed all your desires.
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We hnve come hither to console you, and before entering this
hall,we entered your hearts to see what was your greatest affliction,
in order to seek a remedy. If we were addressing persons like our-
selves, our customs would lead us to offer you a present to dry
your tears, and another to restore your courage ; but we see that
your courage has not failed, and as to tears, you have shed none
for your misfortunes. Your eyes are not fixed upon any thing lower
than heaven. where you have placed your treasures.

Thus, our presents are superflaous. There is but one evil to be
apprehended, and that threatens us more than you. It is the.
effect which the news of this deplorable accident will have upon
your frien'ls in France. They will be more touched by it than you
are, and will call loudly for your return. How can a mother read:
without tears the letter that will tell her that her daughter is with-
out food or clothing, bed or lodging, in fine, without any of the
cownforts of life ? The first thought of these poor mothers will be
to recall you. that they may have the consolation of relieving your
distress. A brother would do the same for his sister, an uncle for
his niece. Thus we are in danger of losing you, and of being deprived
-of the aid we hoped to continue to enjoy, in baving our daughters
instructed in the Faith. ’ ’

Take courage, holy virgins ! Do not suffer yourselves to be over-
come by the tenderness of your relatives. Let it be seen that the
charity you have for us is stronger than the ties of nature! To
fortify your resolution in this respect, here is a present (a wampum
belt of twelve hundred grains) to fix your feet so firmly on the soil

that no love of home or country will be able to remove them.

The second present (another-belt) which we beg you to accept,
is to lay the foundations of another . House of Jesus, a House of
Prayer, where you may again instruct our children. These are
the desires of our hearts; doubtless they are yours also; for you
-would not die happy if you could reproach yourselves with having,
thirough too tender a love for your parents, lost the opportunity of
aiding to procure the salvation of so many souls, whom: you love m,
God, and who will one day be your crown in heaven.”

- Doubtless, this harangue has lost, by the double transla-
tion, much of the vivid coloring it had. in its native dress,
.yet it-shows how sincere was their attachment to the faith, -

- and to all who contributed- to their instruction. -
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CHAPTER X . .
1650-16352
COURAGE IN ADVERSITY

Had the Ursulines been of only moderate utility to the -,
colony, whether for aiding in converting, the Indians, or in
diffusing the blessings of instruction and education among the

+ - rising generation of French Canadians, the conjuncture would
have been favorable to allow them to retire. Ten years were
sufficient for an experiment, and had there been a want of
success, the nuns themselves, after all the hardships they had
endured and all the uncertainties before them, would have had ‘
a right to desist from their enterprise without being taxed
with pusillanimity. The spring vessels, bringing them the
usual succor, would have ehabled them to defray the expenses
of their passage home. That they would have been cordially

) welcomed by their different communities, was evident from
the pressing invitations they had already received to quit the_
country, on account of the Indian warfare and the precarious
state of the colony. These invitations were still more urgent
when tidings of the conflagration of the monastery had reached
their friends in France.

No one conversant with the early history of Canada is
ignorant how critical was the state of affairs, and how
gloomy the prospect during the years that followed the
dispersion of the Hurons. The Iroquois, flushed by his
success,, dazzled by the fires that had consumed his vietim,
bhad ‘not paused to rest in the solitude he had made.

" Throughout the land, he was busy ; here, to cut off a flying
‘band of Hurons ; there, to scalp the trembling Algonquin; ~
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and everywhere tobeset the French and confine them within |

their forts. The ubiquitous Iroquois seemed destined to
remain sole master of a devastated country ; two thousand
Frenchmen, scattered along the St. Lawrence, at the various
settlements and trading-posts, were but a handful, compared
to the Hurons destroyed — yet their means of defence were
far different.

'All this was well known to the puns; but they had
determined to persevere, and share the fate of the colony
whose interests they had espoused. “ How could we abandon
our Christian neophytes ?” says Mother Mary of the Incar-
nation. “ They are our treasures, our spiritual children, for
whom we are ready to die a million of times. And what
will become of our dear French girls without instruction,
without culture? No! we are not so cowardly as to betray
our trust or abandon our post. Our enemies are powerful,
but God is greater than they.” ‘

The resolution of the nuns was applauded by the public.
In an assembly of the principal citizens and the Jesuit
Fathers, presided by the Governor D’Ailleboust, it was
decided to offer them a loan, free of interest for six years,
and to aid them as far as possxble in rebuilding their
monastery.

Let us now return to the “ Bethlehem ” of the Ursulines,
to take note of some of its comforts aund conveniences.
The mansion, built probably on the model of other small
dwelling-houses of the city, was two stories high, thirty
feet in length and twenty in breadth. These were narrow
limits for thirteen persons, to whom a chapel and a class-
room ‘were as indispensable as a dining-room and a' dor-
mitory. Their ingenuity and their patience, having already

been tasked in a similar manner, they were soon at home . .
in their new domicile.. Beds were arranged, ome above -
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another, for themselves and for some little boarders, proba-
bly orphans ; a wooden partition screened off a little chapel.
A sort of rustic cottage covered on all sides with bark, in
the Huron style of building, gave them an additional class-
room where they might instruct their meophytes. Their
poverty, which excited universal compassion, reduced them
to receive alms from such as would have been succored
by them, in” better days. “ One would bring a towel, 4 che-
mise, .or a cloak; another presented a chicken, a few eggs, or
a loaf of bread.”

“The Jesuit Fathers, says Mother Mary, seut,to clot.he us,
the stuffs destined for their own use; they gave us provisions,
linen, and blankets for our beds. They lent us the services
of their lay-brothers and their workmen, to aid in the build-
ing. The Governor also and his wife, Madame d’Ailleboust,
succored us in many ways. In short, all our friends showed

_ themselves so compassionate and obliging that we bave no
wards sufficient to express our gratitude. If the poverty of
our colonists is great, their charity is far greater.”

In the mean time they sought to resume-the labors of the”

" institute, in favor of the young French girls, as well as the
Indians.

The snow had not yet fully disappeared from the ground
when the nuns were seen clearing away, with their own
hands, the rubbish that covered the charred foundations, in
preparation for the work of the masons. On the 18th of May,
in presence of the Governor and & goodly company, another
corner-stone was blessed by Father Lalemant, and laid,
with the usual ceremonies, by Madame de la Peltrie. Al
the workmen that could be obtained were employed, and
the walls rose so rapidly that some hopes weie entertained:

- of inhabiting the house the following winter.

L4
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But the short swmmer passed too quicklyl; autumn 5
came, and the long wikter set in, before the interior of the
monastery was sufficiently advanced to set at libesty the
inmates of “Bethlehem’s cave”, pent up as they were, and
stifling in smoke and unwholesome air.
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= The winter was indeed long and painful for many reasons. :
The beloved Mother St. Joseph, who for the last four years {&
had been declining -in consumption, had not yet given up E
teaching her dear Hurons, All summer she had kept her ) ”
place in the bark-lodge, where Mother Mary accompanied her, ’ Q
while she continued to explain the way to serve God, to her S
attentive hearers, men and women, to the number of forty v‘*
or fifty. Poor Indians! how they listened with open, won- . f

dering eyes, marking by expressive gestures, their assent, and
their admiration of the heavenly teachings that feli from her
lips! But even the supernatural energy of a soul all on fire’
. with holy zeal, could no longer support the wasted frame, nor

hush the stifling cough. o

Mother St. Joseph, extended upon her h%knble couch,
from which she was never more to rise, lingered ‘from the
second of Fgbruary to tlféﬁ'ourth of April.

The picture of that sick-room is too sad to retrace, were it
not all radiant with the glow of beavenly visitors—angels of

1—Mother Mary of the Incarnation tells us how the nuns managed
to live after the burning of the convent. The spring vessels bringing
them only the usual supplies when they were in need of every-
thing, their Chaplain, M. Antoine Vignal, undertook to provide for
their sabsistence by cultivating their land. He took laborers with
him, and set them the example,.by toiling early and late. God so
blessed his charity and his labor, that they harvested wheat, peas
and barley in sufficient quantity for the forty pergons that composed
the family of that year. “We have a double team of oxen for our -
labor and six cows that furnish us with milk and butter.” Father
Vignal continued his charitable care of the community untit 1657,
when he joined the Sulpicians. .
5 -7
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66 GLIMPSES OF THE MONASTERY

peace and consolation, flitting around the death-bed of a
saint! Thet sick-room was the common dormitory; that
dying-couch, one of those beds arranged in tiers as on ship-
board, on which even a person in health would not comfortably
Tepose. v

Mother Mary of the Incarnation has described the scene.

« The altar whére the Divine Sacrifice was offered being
in the adjoining apartment, the dear sufferer could hear
mass from her bed and listen to the occagjonal exhortations,
which was a great comfort to her. On the other hand,
she could see all who went to the chapel, as they must
pass before her bed ; she could hear the singing, the clang

- of the bell, the clatter of wooden shoes, the noise of the
school-room, ‘the din of the kitchen, which was in the room
below, and separated from hers by a simple flooring. The
odor of eels infected the whole house; the smcke forced us
to open the windows, even in the coldest weather. All this
incommoded her and augmented her cough, yet, far from
uttering the least complaint, she would fain persuade us that
it amused her.

« Ske even congratulated herself upon the privations she
cndured : Oh! how happy I am, she would say, to end my
life in this poor place, deprived of the comforts and delicacies
I would have enjoyed in France! Tell our good Mothers of

: " Tours, tell my dear parents, that I die happy in the sacrifice

I bave made. Tell them I have never Yegretted coming to

Canada. God has given me the promised hundred-fold in -

this life, and I now: look forward with confidence to the"
crown of eternal life-in the next, according to Hls word ?

After this dying message to her dear parents and her
Mothers in France, she had yet many things to say to her
beloved Sisters around her. They ‘must not fatigue them-

- ~gelves-at the burial, nor attempt to follow out the ceremonial,

- R .
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GOURAGE IN ADVERSITY 67

by bearing her body themselves to the place of interment.
The laboring men could do that. She had a kind word of
encourageriient for each, and a smile that told of the utter
peace of her soul.

The sacred Viaticim was brought to the dymg spouse of
Christ ; the consoling sacrament of extreme unction admin- -
istered. The last three days of her holy life were such a
foretaste of heavenly bliss as effaced all impression of physical
sufferings, and the separation of soul and body was gentleas
the parting of the sunset glow from the summer cloud.

The funeral ceremonies were performed in the new

" monastery, and were attended by a great concourse both of
French and Indians. A Mother St. Joseph was universally
esteemed, and universally regretted. The Governor, who
was present at her funeral, had begged to be recommended
to her prayers, with all the colony.

The Hurons may be said to, have been the chief mourners;

" for them she had been a kenefactress, a tender mother, the
.tidings of her death filled their hamlet with lamentations ;
but faithful to the pious lessons they had received, they did
not fail, on the following morning, to have the Requiem ser-
vice performed for her ou their Island (Isle -of Orleans),
before they came to assidt at her burial.

In the garden of the Monastery, is‘a spot, still regarded as
consecrated ground, although the mortal remains of beloved
Mother St. Joseph no longer repose there. If we may there
trace her epitaph, three words will suffice : INNOCENCE, ,
“FIDELITY TO GRACE, UNBOUNDED CHARITY. -

" Her ancestors, the feudal lords of St. Germain and Savon-
.nidres, had never been more nobly represented than in her
father, M. de la Troche ; her mother, Jeahne Raoul, wasof the- *
highest nohlllty ; yet it may safely .be asserted that inherself = .
cn;immated the glory of an illustrious family.. ‘The sweet _A i B
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) odor of piety breathes from her very cradle, and her first
v tottering footsteps bear her on errands of charity. Idolized
. by her parents, and returning their love with all the tenderness
of her youthful heart, Marie de la Troche, at the age of
thirteen, already meditates the sacrifice of her immense wealth,
her noble name, all the advantages the world offers her, in
order to become theyspouse of Him, who, for her love, had
given His life on Calvary. By her impertunities, and by
arguments above her years, she triumphed over the opposition
of her parents and obtained their consent to enter the novitiate
of the Ursulines at Tours, where she had been placed for her ]
education.
. The postulant of fourteen was a child in years only. In
- Judgment, in capacity, in fidelity to the duties of the rehglous ’
life, she was mature as a person of thirty, At sixteen, she
pronounced her vows with the fervor of one who fully.
appreciated the grace of her vocation.
Hér fidelity in the discharge of her duties in the schools,
her piety, her engaging modesty and unaffected gravity,
. rendered her the model of her companions and the delight of
her superiors. Her zeal for the salvation of souls, which
had manifested itself from her tender infancy, was an undying
flame, enkindled in her soul in order te consume every other
affection. “This zeal was the principle of her vocation for
Canada, and of the courage which sustained her in the midst
«of such labors and hardships as attended her here.
Her first apostolate for the conversion of the poor Indians
was. that of prayer—uniting herself in spirit” with the mis-
L . - siongries, and offering her labors and sufferings to God in
' "?"X': . theirbéhalf. Her desire to devote herself to their instruction,
- . she had regarded as chimerical, until the moment when the
" . way was opened so providentially. Her demand to te
- aliowed to accompany Mother Mary of the Inéarnation, was
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R

met by an intimation to be in readipess to take the office of
another Sister whoov‘:\mld be appointed to go. But neither
the opposition of her community; unwilling for many reasons
to part with her, nor the justly expected refusal of her
parents to consent to her going, disturbed the equanimity of
her generous soul. Confiding in the protection of St. Joseph,
she awaited the result of the deliberations of the various
parties interested. That result, as we know already, was
most fortunate for the foundation of the Ursulines of Quebec.
" Next to the name of Mother Mary of the Incarnation, that
of Mother St. Joseph is dear to their hearts.. They can
never forget that the first of her three constant dewmands to
Heaven, was—* The sanctification of her community;” the
second was * The conversion of all the pagan naﬁons of
America ; —the third « the preservation and prospenﬁy of
the French colony in Canada.”

In connexion with the name of Mother St. Joseph, we

* are happy to enable our readers to form a more intimate

acquaintance with this beloved “ elder sister ” of the Ursu-
line family of the Old Monastery, through a letter—the only
one known to exist—which has lately come into our posses-
sionl. This letter was written to congratulate Mother
Mary of the Incarnation’s son, Claude Martin, for having
like his mother and herself, chosen the * better part ” by
entering the novitiate of the Bemedictines. At the same

. time we discover the kindness of her heart when she

informs him, in terms as delicate.as the act itself, of the

t

1—Rev. Léon Chapot who has written an admirable Life of Vene-

rable Mother Mary of the Incarnation—searching through the old

ts of the National Library (Paris) for letters of Dom
Claude' in; whose life, he purposes to write, discovered: this

treasure and sent us a faceimile of the original, which will be-care-

fnlly preserved in-our archives.
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L N
friendship and protection she has procured for him in her
own family. The letter is headed by the holy es :

¢ Jesus, Mary, Joseph.

‘rﬂy\de‘r brother,

- % Your good mother and mine, having allowed me to write a few
lines in her letter to you, I cannot commence better than by con-
gratulating you on the happy choice you have made of the religious
state, and*I assure you that I have felt on this occasion, as much

consolation as if you were my own brother. I am certain that you'

already experience how ~ sweet is the Lord to those who love Him, ”

and that “ one day passed in His courts is better than a thousand

passed in the tents of sinners.” Enjoy your happiness, my dear
brother, while I bless a thousand -times our good God who has
bestowed-it upon yvou, and who has touched your heart and attracted
it so forcibly. Well may you now. ever © sing the mercies of the
Lord ” who has caused “ your lot and yonrshm to fall in sogood
a place.”

¢ How great and how noble is your inheritance, since it raises

you to the most excellent dignity of the children of God, and -

makes you esteem all the riches of the world as dust and ashes,
compared to the riches. of the poverty of Jesus Christ. I beseech
Him, most earnestly, to bless and perfect the gifts and the graces
which He has bestowed upon you, and to grant you perseverance.
I pray for this even as I pray for my own salvation, but in case the
austerities of the rule -you have embraced, should surpass your
strength and oblige you te return to the world, I beg and conjure
you, my dear brother, not to have recourse to any one but my
mother for the assistance you may need*or to obtain a poamon or
employment.

“I have her word that she will be as a mother to you, and

that she will have the same care of you as if you were her son. She"

wrote me this assurance by the last ship, in answer to a request

- I made her a year ago on sccount of its having been reported to

your good mother that there was no one to provide for yout At the

amohmeahehasmade it her duty to seek a.good situation for.-

ymmmdcewxﬁhmymletbehhopofme. Ifthem

tion is not as brilliant as the place which the Duchess d’Aiguillon .
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offered you, it will, at least, aid you as much towards your salva-
tion. But our Lord, has seen fit to provide foryou Himself in a much "

better manner. May men and angels. forever bless Him for His - ) . b3
“If I have told you this it is to show you the watchful care o

of divine Providence in your regard, and how for one méther whom - , o4,
God has taken from you, He has provided several others who have ;
really inherited her affsction for you. I shall say only one word of
her, which is, that I consider you most happy to be the son of so
holy a mother. I have no doubt of its being the richest title which
Heaven could bestow upon your birth ; atitle which will bring you
) thousand graces and blessings.

“T wish as many of these blessmgs for you as for myself, being’
most cordially in Jesus,
My dear brother,
Your very humble and obliged servant,

~ Seur Marte bE St-Joseem, R. U. Q.

. CHAPTER XI

1652 - 1665 ’

THE ‘SECOND MONASTERY -

After a residence of fifteen months in the house of Madame
de la Peltrie, the Ursulines were enabled to remove to their -
new convent. Mother Mary, with that wise forethought
. which marked all her plans, had provided additional class-
. rooms by extending the walls to the length of one hundred
s and eight feet, instead of ninety-two.
The nuns removed on the vigil of Pentecost: ° " As usual, :
the whole population of Quebec 'took part in the rejoicings, . : -
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On the morning of Pentecost Sunday, & procession from the
parish church,—priests in glittering cope and stole, youths in
the white robe of the acolyte, citizens in holiday attire, came
singing hymns befitting the occasion, to transport the Blessed
Sacrament from the lowly altar where it had rested for the
last fifteen months, to the tabernacle prepared in the new
convent for its reception. During three days, the clergy and
people came in similar order to sing High Mass in the new
chapel, where there was exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
for the Quarant’ Ore. To all the country, the rebuilding of
the monastery and the .opening of the schools on a larger
scale, was a subject of joy and congratulation ; while men of
business, aware of the difficulties and cost'of such a work,
wondered to see it accomplished in so short a period. -

Once more Mother Mary anftslier companions were at
liberty to give full scope to their zeal. The bark cabin
might be torn down ; the shade of the great ash-treel, des-
tined to perpetuate the memory of the holy teachings in>the
open air, might—unless from choice—be abandonedﬁll
hours, & more secure shelter would protect them, while they
continue the two-fold labor of their institute, never forgetting
that the best means to benefit the souls of others, is to aim
daily at a closer union with God by charity and self-sacrifice.

" The seminarists continued to occupy the house of Madame
de la Peltrie. The French population was not yet numerous,
but there was a rising generation, as the Relat'wns testify,
(1653) of “fine, healthy children.”
This explains what Mother Mary states of the institute
at this period :_“ After the restoration of our Monastery ” she

I—Our readers will find, the “ Old ash-tree depxoted,as itappe:
ed in 1842, in a View of the Convent, at-another page—QOur
confirm the traditions relative to the identity o? “%ns tree, whlch‘
finally disappeared in 1868, as will be mentioned later.
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writes, “our pupils became more numerous in proportion to
our accommodations. In fact, we have been, at times, over-
charged, and I have seen myself, to my great regret, forced
to refuse many; the poor parents, retiring with tearsin their
eyes, while I wept in my heart. It is indeed a miracle that
we have been able to subsist.”

When we reflect how well the good Mother understood the
art of providing for a large family, with very narrow resources,
we may easily form some estimate of the number of pupils.
The zeal of the colonists for the education of their children
need not be frustrated by the scarcity of money. The usual
barter of the country will do, for the nuns required fire-
wood, butter, pork, salled-eels, corn, vegetables, &c.,” although
they cultivate as much land as possible, under the charitable
direction of their chaplain.

From the Journal of the Jesuits, already\d@ we learn
that, in 1660, forty children made their first- communion at
the parish churgh, twenty of whom had been placed at the
convent by the bishop, for the usual preliminary instruc-
tions, From this number of children within the limits of the
city, nearly of the séme age, it is reasonajle‘to infer that the
‘French puprl's under the care of the Ursulines at this period .
were numerous: the usual proportion of children for their ¥
first communion is not one fourth of ‘those sent to school.

The education of those times, without embracing the
diversified programme required by the customs of the present
day, was perhaps the more favorable to the development of
the superior faculties of the mind. The rules for the institute
which were printed at that date * and followed, required the
pupils to be taught reading and grammar, the .Christian doc-

heda,

AN

‘1—In the first Ursuline Convent, Paris.
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trine and sacred history, practical arithmetic, penmanship
and needlework.
The requirements of modern systems of education were
unknown in the 17th century, nor were they yet fashionable
in Louis XTIV, or Queen Anne’s time.
\ In preparation for the instruction of the Huron seminarists,
Mother Mary of Incarnation had commenced the study of
their language, two years before Mother St. Joseph's death.
Their classes, therefore, did not suffer, and we hear of
“ good seminarists ” who are “ pious and devout,” who are
so “ well advanced that they are able to aid in the classes,
teaching their companions to read and to write : able also, -
to make their clothes and keep the house in order.” Finally, -
we hear of several * who begged to be received into the
novitiate; but as the nuns always put them off, they un-
derstood, at last, that they could not always remain in the
same place; they longed for the woods, yet left the convent
_ with regret 1.” “ We have not sense enough, they said, to
live like you;” they might have said, God has given us .
hearts to love Him, but not lungs to breathe the air of cities, - =
Like those wild and yet beautiful flowers, the Orchis tribe, -
that thrive in the clefts of rocks, at the base of the over-
hanging precipice, in the solitude of the forest glade, but
fade and die when.transplanted to the garden and treated to
a rich soil: so our native American tribes faded and were
short-lived, in proportion as they were deprived of the air
and life of the great forests, which for so many ages had
beén the-home of the redman.

]—Letters of Mother Mary of the Incarnation, and Relations
1653, 4, 1655-1658.

The Hospital nuns received one into thair novitiate, but she only
lived fo receive the habit and to pronounce her vows on her death: <
bed. A few others have beon received into the different commu-
nities-of Canada but all died: yonng . .
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_ friend ofthe Ursulines, Madame de la Peltrie.

* “House to the Lord ”—thy she designated the church she

\V»‘, \n\x
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Besides the direct object of instruction, the monastery was
the ordinary refugé for the Indian girls, whenever their
parents were unable to protect them.

Sometimes it was an orphan, that the relatives could not
provide for; sometimes a babe of some: mouths, which
the nuns were offered because the mother was dead, or that
two of the same age were burdensome, More than once, a
poor widow, with tearful eyes, begged for the protecting
shelter of the convent, and was not refused. Mother Mary
seems to-have had a special compassion, and a special care
for widows and orpbans. ~~

With the latier she was most successful in forming them
to all the usages of civilized life. Some of these seminarists, .
really intelligent and accomplished, became the wiyes of res-
pectable Frenchmen. Mr. Boucher, afterwards governor of
Three Rivers, married a seminarist, -

Another enterpnse had been undertaken, i in 1656, as if in
anticipation of the presence of the chief Pastor. It was a
church, adjoining the convent, commenced by the unwearied

.
3,
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The pious widow, who without the consolation of an irrevo-
cable engagement in the service of her Divine Master, per-
severed in the humble and retired life she had embraced in
the community, had long nourished the project of building a

had in contemplatlon. While the nuns were engaged in
rebuilding the monastery, she had commenced amassing the
necessary funds. Her annual income, much diminished by the
law-proceedings of her relatives, only permitted her to begm -
in 1656. The gom M. de Lauzon, invited to lay the-

corner-stone, had assisted at vespers with his suite, in
the little chapel of the monastery, on the feast of the Ascen- .
sion. The Office of the Church concluded, the Superior of- - -~ -
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- thé. Jesuits and other ecclesiastics, proceeded to the spot
selected for the foundation. The stoue, inscribed with the
sacred names—J _eéhs, Mary, Joseph—was blessed by Father
LeMercier; the Governor, with his silver trowel, performed
the part assigned him in the ceremony, while all the cloistered
family looked on with pleasing anticipations. )

Two yearsand a half later (Jan. 6, 1659), « the chapel was
solemnly blessed ! by the Superior of the Jesuits ; the Blessed
Sacrament was transported to the mew altar, leaving the
apartments which had hitherto served for prayer and the

_divine Sacrifice, free to be employed as class-rooms cor for
other purposes.

At the close- of this period of thlrteen years (1665), we
find the Ursulines had augmented their number of teachers
in the institute, by receiving several subjects formed in their
classes. Although the Indian race had greatly diminished
throughout the country since the first arrival of the nuns— .
cut off by sickness 2 and the unsparing arms of the Iroquois,
—there were still the sedentary Indians of Sillery, whose
da.uOht,ers, from the first, were instructed in the convent;
there were also the Hurons, who, since they had been trans-
ferred from the Island of Orleans to Quebec (1658), and
lodged near the Chdteau St. Louis, sent their children daily
for instruction, to the number of sixty or eighty. These, as

\ in former times; had their daily mess of sa.gamzté after their
A . school Was over.

| During the winter of 1662, Mother Ma.ry was surrou“ ed
by a class of novices, eager to render themselves useful, gnd

3

1 £
k) 1—Journal des Jésuiles. L

i 2 ¢Sickness,”—.among the Indm.ns.-—For Europeans, thecountry
| was remarkably hedthy Durmg thirty-two years, only two deaths
| bad occurred in the community. ef.
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to avail themselves of her knowledge of the Indianlanguages. -
or their benefit and for the use of the other nuns, she com- .
“posed at that time, a catechism in Huron, three in Algonquin, - Vo
and a large dictionary, French and Algonquin. With all this 7
labor for the Indian race, writing in 1664, she says: *We
are still more occupied in the classes for the French children, -
and, it is certain that if God had not sent the Ursulines to
Canada, they would be left to the most deplorable ignorance,
All the young girls in the country~ pass through our hands, 3
and this causes piety. and religion to flourish everywhere, -
The French population, rapidly increasing, our employments
must keep pace with that increase.”

= A Do

v A

S

CHAPTER XI1I o
1652-1665 : o7

THE NOVITIATE

~
ARRIVAL OF BISHOP LAVAL

The secret of a religious vocation is, for many, a mystery
unfathomable : but in vain would they seek, in the circle of
human passions, the motive._fbr embracing a state, whose
first obligation is to curb those passions. By what standard

‘ can the wordly-minded, the unbelieving, judge of actions that
arise from motives superior to nature ?:No; they are incapa-
ble of forming a just estimate in these matters; and from
false premises, necessarily draw false conclusions. They study
the phenomenon from their own level, and setting up a cari-
«cature, call -it & true portrait. Ambition, pride, self-love—at
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.best religious enthusiasm—-they cannot mount to higher

motives. But when has pride or ambition prompted one to
reduce himself to be the servant of the poor, the orphan, or,
the savage? Self-love is not so blind as to seek admirers in
the wilderness, nor so courageous as to endure long years of

-abnegation and utter self-sacrificel. As to religious enthu-

siasm, it may excite to rash enterprises, but it is insufficient

-to ensure perseverance ; the fire invariably burns out, and

leaves its possessor weaker than before. )
The true motive of a religous vocation, especially for the

active Orders, is CHARITY,—that supreme love of God which-

hears with joy the injunction : “ Take up they Cross and follow
me ;" —believing in the promised “hundred=fold in this world,

. and eternal life in the next”; believing also the words of

our Saviour: “ Whatsoever ye have done to the least of
these, ye have done unto me.” Without this supernatural
motive, in a greater or less degree, there can be no true
religious vocation. :

But it is time to return from this digression. The value
of the labors of our first Ursulines to society is sufficiently
evident ; but how will their work be perpetuated ? Will
the wild soil of Canada be found productive of plants fit

- to be transferred to the “Garden enclosed” of the Celestial
- Bridegroom ? Yet, why should we not expect to find ths
.lily and the rose blossoming under the shadow of the Cross ?
- In an atmosphere, redolent of the purest Christianity, there

could not be a dparth of vocations for the cloister.

Y

- - 7

1—_The present century will have to record otherheroic examples
of self-sacrifice ; and none more resembling that of the first Ursu-
lines and Hospital nuns of Canada than the recent establishment
for the poor savages of the river McKenzie, by the courageous
Sister I?xpomte and her little community, the daughters of Madame
a*Youville. .
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We have seen that three novices had been received before
the burning of the convent; Miss. Barré and Miss de Bou-
logne were natives of France ; Catherine Lezean, a lay-sister,
wags the first Canadian novice.

In 1652, Miss Genevieve Bourdon, at the age of fourteen,
hears the mysterious call, and turning away from the world
she was just entering, she begs to be permitted to embrace
the religious state.  The Honorable Procureur Général, her
father, was of that class of men, whose worth is superior to
any station. The refuge of the poor, the protector of the
“widow and the orphan, he was a man of prayer, leading an
interior life, such as is the aim of the monk in his cell, or the
nun in her cloister. Such a man would not refuse to part
with his daughter, when it was to give her to God 1.

‘Genevieve, on taking the veil 2 adopts the name of St.
Joseph, purposing, no doubt, while placing herself under the
protection of that glorious Saint, to imitate the holy nun who
had lately borne the name with so much. edification to the
community.

In 1658, a younger sister, Miss Anne Bourdon, at the age
of fourteen, enters the novitiate of the Ursulines: after her
veiling she is known as Mother Anne of St. Agnes.

1—Miss Marguerite on, the eldest of the family, and her
younger sister Mary, enfered also the religious state, among the
. nuns of the Hospital in Quebec
2_The Journal des Jésuites, published under the supernsxon"of
the Reverend Messrs. Laverdiére and Casgrain,has furnished details
particularly precious for the history of the Monastery: * Dec. 9th,

Bagueneau, Superior, officiates ; Father J. Lalemant says the Mass,
and Father Chatelain gives the ‘sermon.

Madanipe d’Ailleboust and Mme Bourdon, enter the eonvent and
dine with the nuns. = The Governor, Mr. d’Ailleboust and Mr. Bour-
don din&%n our refectory (the latter had furnished the dinner.) At-
table were also Rev. M. de St. Sauveur and Rev. A. Vlgnal. Chaplain .
of the Ursulmes. Journal-des Jésuites.” - )

1652. Genevieve Bourdon takes the veil at the Ursulines. Father S
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These two angelic young girls have not become nuns “to

pine away and die.” O no! Mother St. Joseph lives to cele-
_brate the forty-seventh anniversary of her profession, having

filled all the offices of the community, except that of superior.

She was oftenest employed at class, where her vigilance, ker - *
zeal, her tender piety, rendered her services invaluable.

Mother Anne of St. Agnes was very precious to her com-
munity, which she was called tn govern, later, after those
venerable Mothers who had directed her in the paths of per-
fection had been called to their reward. .

This is not the place to enter into further details of the
piety, the rare intelligence, the rich endowments of this first .
Canadian Superior, whose memory still appeals to the gra-
titude of the community. She lived to the age of seventy.

Miss Mary Boutet de St. Martin, in religion Mother
St. Augustine, who pronounced her vows at seventeen, and
livedi to renew the fortieth anniversary of her profession, was
chiefly employed in the institute, for which her talents.
adapted her in a special manner. Proposing to herself our
Saviour in His hidden life, as her model, she had a special
preference for all the laborious and obscure offices, aiding-
the lay-sisters, sweeping, and taking care of the little Indian
girls. - ‘

The following year, the novitiate received another acqui-
sition in the person of Miss Jeanne Godefroy, who had been
a pupil in the convent from the tender age of six years.
She was one of those little pupils whe, on the last night of

"+ December 1650, were diiven from their beds at a moment’s
warning, to stand shivering on the snow, while the fire was
consuming the monastery. Her father, Mr. John Godefroy
of Linctot in Normandy, was one of the earliest: settlers of

" Three Rivers.
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To realize the perils that surrounded these pioneers in the
colonization of Canada, we have only to read the tragic fate
of six members of our novice’s family. Five of her ten
brothers were killed in different encounters with the
Iroquois; her uncle. Thomas Godefroy, was taken prisoner
and burned by those barbarians, whose aim was the total
extermination of the French settlers. )

A man capable of maintaining his post, and aiding in such
circumstances to fix the French name upon the soil. might
well be remembered by the « G'rand Roy > in his distribu-
tion of titles of nobility among the most worthy of his
Canalian subjects. His family eobtained these titles in 1688.

Returning to-our noyice, who took the name of St. Francis
Xavier, we shall offer here, a picture of the times, in a few
lines from our annals:—Qur little pupil, from the age of
six years, was remarkable for the precocity of her intelligence,
her happy memory, her brilliant talents, She made rapid
progress in learning her catechism, sacred history, and the
-other studies suited to her age. In these’early times, the
Fathers of the Society of Jesus used to give public instructions_
on Sundays, at which all our boarders assisted. To excite -
_emulation among them, they were allowed to learn dialogues,
or verses on sacred subjects. Miss Godefroy was the one who
oftenest carried off the prize for application and success.”

Bishop Laval gave her the veil at the age of sixteen. From
that day forward, she never deviated from the path of perfec-
tion upon which shie had entered. »

Mother St. Francis Xavier was one of those young Sisters,
3¢ ardent to learn the Indian languages, as we have seen.in
1662. -Her biographical noticé would lead us too far, while
it would show us this fervent Ursuline, practising the sweet
virtues of charity and humility, preservmg the candor and

-6
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gaiety of her childhood, passing through the laborious offices
of depositary, novice-mistress and mistress-general of the

" boarding school. | .
Another youthful aspirant to the religious life {rom Three
Rivers, enters in 1665. It is Angelique Poisson,~daughter
of the seignior of Gentilly. Her vocation was as p i
as that of the Misses Bourdon; and her ebaguence, like theirs,

Evang'e]jstrwho died in the office of Saperior, makes us shgre
her admiration of a life so pure, so fervent, so
edification’ during the space of sixty-four years, which she had
passed in the faithful observance of the rule and the obliga-
tions of the religious state.

These are the five first-fruits of the grace of a religious voca-
tion for the Ursulines in the New World. Won by the sweet
attractions of grace, they turned away from home and kindred,
to serve God more faithfuily, living in Him by a life of prayer
and recollection, laboring for Him in purity of intention, in
singleness of heart. Their death was in peace,and their memory
is blessed : who shall say that their sacrifice was in vain, or
their choice unwise ? ‘

Meanwhile, the little community which from the first
N year of its foundation was formed of subjects professed in the
two Congregations of Paris and of Bordeaux, had adopted
Regulations, founded on mutunal concessions, drawn up by
Mother Mary of the Incarnation with such wisdom, that
it met the approval of ecclesiastical authority, as well as of
their respective congregations in France.

&



ARRIVAL OF BISHOP LAVAL ) 83

Three candidates had been admitted, and had pronounced
their vows under the authority of Father Jerome Lalemant,
Vicar General and Superior of the two communities of
Quebec,—a charge which he continued to exercise even after

the arrival of a bishop, and which he only remgned with his
llfe in 1672,

' MONSEIGNEUR JEAN FRANGOIS DE LAVAL:

Great were the rejoicings in Canada at the arrival of a
Bishop, the Vicar Apostolic of New France, « He was -
received, says a writer of those days, as an angel of consola-
tion sent from Heaven. - He had come to gather up the
Pprecious &mps of the Blood of Jesus, with the generous
resolve not to spare his own, but to labor in every possible
way for the conversion of the poor Indians.” This noble
scion of the house of Montmorency, Jean Francois de Laval,
was destined to a long and holy career in Canada. Mother
Mary wrote of him soon after his arrival, as follows : “He
is a man of superior merit and singular virtue, whose abilities
are of the highest order. He is above all human respect,
zealous for the progress of religion and every good work: His
manner of life is so exemplary that every one is in admira-
‘tion; in short, he is a man chosen. by Heaven, an apostle
worthy of all ppssible consideration.”

In the prolonged uncertainty of a bishop’s appointment to
this distant seeyno provision .had been made for his accom-
modation ; the nuns were therefore happy to offer him the
house of Madame de la Peltrie. “ We shall be incommoded
certainly, writes Mother Mary, by placing our seminarists in
our class-rooms, but we shall suffer the inconvenience joyfully
on such an occasich. The Bishop will have-the enjoyment.
of a fine garden. We have put up a high paling, that all

may be according to the rales of the cloister.” Elsewhere it "
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is noted that a postulant, Miss Jeanne Godefroy, of Three
Rivers, who had entered the novitiate a few weeks after the
arrival of the bishop, takes the veil in October, with the
name of Sister Louisa of St. Francis. The eminent Prelate
presides at the ceremony, gives the sermon, and presents the
novice a purse to pay the cost of her religious costume.
During the two years of the Bishop’s residence in the house
of Madame de la Peltrie, the nuns had the consolation of
assisting at the holy Sacrifice which he celebrated daily in
their new church, when his presence was not required at the
parish church or elsewhere, by a festival or some partlcula.r
fanetion.

» CPAPTER XIII
C .- . 1655-1665

THE URSULIXES AND THE IROQUOIS

CIVILIZATION OF THE INDIANS

Would the Iroquois ambassadors at Quebec in 1633 and’36,
fail to visit the House of Jesus and the holy virgins, so much.
talked of by their Huron captives? And would the Ursulines,
with their experience of such interviews, fail to. seize the
occasion to speak ‘of the “great Creator-of all things” ‘to their
swarthy visitors ? '

Mother Mary tellsus how the sachem, Teha.nhogen, and ~_
all his company, eighteen stalwart braves, were received at- °

- : the convent, and twice regaled splendidly. The seminarists-
E— o were a wonder to them, especiall& to see them eared for and
) .+ cherished so tenderly by the nuns, to whom they were, by .
g 'Hnatnre,smnoers s = \ ‘ e

- &
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Marie Arinadsit who, at the age of eleven, writes in Frenéﬁ)
as well as in Huron, and sings hymns in three languages, is
a prodigy, and their admiration has no bounds after she has
taught a class of Huron girls in their presence. Marie profits
of the occasion to harangue the sachem. She makes him the
present.of a wampum belt to invite him to send the little
Iroquois girls to the convent, and promises to treat them as
if they were her sisters.

Another day, a female sachem comes with all her suite.
Marie recommences with the same success. Mother Mary
of the Incarnation has repeated interviews with Magdalen
and her companions. Before they leave Quebee, their falth ’
is firm, and they are- sufficiently instructed to be baptized.
-The ceremony takes place in the convent chapel. “Oh!
what a glad Te Deum was sung on that occasion. Thgnkful
hearts exulted to see the persesutors of Christiani
the children of God.” The ambassadors and the ne®' C
on their way home, met a large number of their Bation, men
and women, at Montreal, and told them so much of the nuns
and their “semma.ust,s ” that another band came on, impelled
by no other motive but to see the « sights ” at Qnebee They
also were welcomed at the convent: The women were-
admitted to.the class-rooms of the seminarists, to be regaled
and entertained like the former visitors. . .

The nuns were delighted with the females of that nation
whose warriors were a terror to the country. Mother Mary
pronounces them the gentlest creatures in the world, and’
often expresses the wish to see a -class of young Iroquois
girls in her conwesit. This wish was destined to be fulfilled, -
as we shallsee%fe The noble Magdalen, who has come -

so far to be- msbructed and baptized, might herself be consi-
dered as the first seminarist;-
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This fervent Christian, returning to her country with
Mother Mary’s holy words still tinging in her heart, proved
faithful to the graces she had received. To aid the missionary,
Father Dablon, in acquiring the language, she remains hours
by his side, a willing and patient teacher. She is a missionary
herself. Fearless of the ridicule and contempt to which she
is exposed by filling an office considered unworthy of her
rank, she goes daily from cabin to cabin to call the Christians
to prayer. She sings at mass with the Huron captives, and
in all things lives up to the teachings of her religion. When
Father Chaumonot writes, she begs him to tell Mother Mary
of the Incarnation that she will ever be faithful to prayer,
and remews her promise to send her sister to the convent.
At a later period, when persecuted by her unbelieving rela-
tions, her faith never wavered, and her death was as consoling
as her life had been edifying. - '

While the fearless missionaries were in the midst of the
Iroquois %ountry, an assembly was held in which the Ursu-

. lines took part through the missionaries, who spoke for them,
offering a present, in the style of the country, to invite the
Indian braves to send their daughters to the convent.

But the pagan Iroquois was the personification of deceit
and treachery. Five years! after the visit of the ambassadors,
alluded to above, the Iroquois were again expected at the
convent but not as friendly visitors. The monastery had
become a fortress, not merely by a figure of speech, in the
Indian style, but in reality.

1~This interval of five' years was one of alternate hope and
.anxiety throughout the colony. The Iroquois, having dispersed
the Neutral nation and destrof;;led the Eries, were still pursuing,

under treachercus pretexts of friendship, the Algenquins and-thé
remnant of the Hurons. The, reader will nof expect to find here
g:tnils regarding these wars—which properly belong to the history
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This episode, which belongs to the year 1660, must not
be omitted. No one had forgetten the hostile flotilla, which
had passed under the very cannons of the fort (1656), to fall
upon the Hurons on the Island of Orleans, killing some and
bearing off nearly a hundred into captivity. This daring act

- was achieved by the Mohawks, the most inttactable of all the
Iroquois tribes. - ’

Large bodies of these fierce marauders were threatening
the French settlements. Hamlets were pillaged and burned,
whole families were cut off. A prisoner, taken by the French,
revealed the plans of his countrymen, declaring that an army
of eight hundred or more was pressing on, to surprise Quebec.
“Let us cut off the head,” said they, “then we shall have
easy work of the members. Let us strike Ononthio.” The
enemy was not-farther off than Three Rivers. No time was
to be lost. The danger from these barbarians was thought

" to be so imminent that the Bishop came for the Ursulines,
and conducted them with their pupils to the Jesuits’ build-
ings, which had been prepared as a fortress. The Hospital
nuns were provided for with the same solicitude. Mother
Mary of the Incarnation, ever intrepid in the hour of danger,
remained with three of her nuns, not to leave the house at
the mercy of the soldiers. Every morning, at six o’clock, the
nuns returned to their respective convents, which the soldiers
guarded, and which were rapidly transformed into fortresses,
The windows were walled up- to the middle and provided
with beams and loop-holes.. Redoubts were erected in various
directions, the only egress left free was a postern-gate with
its turnstile.

Add to this, two guard-houses, regularly mounted by a
guard of twenty-four resolute men, to whom were assoeiated,
at night, for the out-posts, twelve French blood-hounds and

we shall have some idea of the martial air of the monastery

<
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during eight days of that month of June. The fortifications
were maintained during five months, but the inmates of the
monastery were left undisturbed.
Once there was a sudden alert. The Iroquois were certainly
in sight. In less than half an hour, every thing was in
readiness to give them a terrible reception : Mother Mary
and her aids had distributed the ammunition; every soldier
“was at his post. Happily, it was a false alarm, no enemy
appeared. Later, it was known that the colony had been
‘saved by the heroic devotion of Dollard and his seventeen
companions, with a party of Hurons from Quebec, who within
. their little fort, had so weakened an army of seven hundred
Iroqums that they came no farther.

Another of the Venerable Mother’s letters shews us the
state of the colony in the fall of 1660. Her appreciations are,
as usual, just, and her resolutions full of intrepidity. She
writes: “ Father Lejeune has gone to France to demand
suceor ; it is to be hoped His Majesty will not refuse it. If
these barbarians are not humbled, they will destroy the
colony. There is no assurance in their treaties of peace,
which they only make in order to gain time. Our French-
men and ‘Christian Indians, taken prisomers last spring,
have been put to death with horrible torments—their limbs
mutilated, their flesh cut to pieces; finally they were burnt
in a slow fire. The last one who was tormented thus, threw
himself on his knees each time that a joint of his fingers was'
cut off, to thank God and bless Him for his sufferings.

“ While the country is in this deplorable state, perhaps our
Mothers will -be anxious about us and wish to have us
return to France. Should this be the case, do your best,
my dear son, to prevent it. We are not afraid. Although
the intention of our epemies is to destroy us, I have a firmy
confidence that the design of God is to ensure the stability
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of the colony, and to render this new Church victorious over
her enemies. Adieu for this year.”

Once more the words of our Venerable Mother prove
prophetic. The ruin of the country, prevented in 1660 by
the heroic sacrifice of Dollard and his followers, was still the
object of the Iroquois warriors in their frequent and bloody
incursions, while . awaiting an opportunity for a- general .
attack. On the other hand, the liquor traffic, so unscrupul-
ously pursued by the traders, was undermining the very
bases of faith and mora.hty among the converted Indians,
when once more the Hand of God was seen providing a

"remedy for all these evils. An extraordinary heaving and

disruption of the soil, in a continued series of earthquakes
and@er strange phenomena, sent a wholesome alarm into
the ¥nsciences of the prevaricators, while on the ‘other
hand, the king of France was inspired with better counsel
for the government of Canada.

The voice of the holy Bishop Laval had prevalled A new
governor, disposed to put salutary laws in force,was named, and -
a Viceroy appointed to settle the affairs of the distracted colony,
as well as to humble and punish the hostile Iroquois, with
whom no treaty of peace could be lasting. In 1665, by the
united efforts of the Viceroy and M. Talon the Royal Inten-
dant, the expedition against these ferocious ememies was
successful, and was followed by a period of comparamve peace
and security.

Thus was it given to our Venerable Mother to witness,
during the last years of her laborious career, the removal of
the chief obstacle to the prosperity of her dear adopted country
and to the spread of Christianity.

It was an act of policy in the French monarch, no doubt :
as well as of benev‘p_le.nce, when in 1668, he signified to his
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lieutenants in New France, that the Indians should be
civilized. It would be the means of assuring their welfare,
while it would consolidate his power, forming of all those
nations one vast empire. But, was the project of civilizing
the ‘aborigenes of America practicable 2 During half a century

‘ the missionaries had converted thousands to the Faith. They
could say: “ Experience has proved that the Indians are as
capable as the most civilized nation in Europe, of under-
standing and practising all that relates to piety and the service,
of God. They are perfectly instructed in the Christian doctrine.
They kuow the ordinary prayers of a Christian, the com-
mandments of God and of the Church; they approa.ch the
sacraments with piety and edification. Even children of the
most tender age are susceptible of the impressions of faith.”
Thus writes Father Fremin, in 1669, in reference to the
Mohawks. In all the preceding years, the Relations render
similar testimonies with regard to the other Indians of North
Anmerica. '

.« The Gospel knows no distinetion of Greek or barbarian,
bond or free.” The converted Indian, retaining the rude
blanket and moccasin, the wigwam for his home, and hunting
for his profession, is no less the child of God and an heir of
heaven than the trader to whom he sells his furs, or the
gentleman of rank and education who wears them.

Mother Mary of the Incarnation, like the missionaries,
- had already formed her opinion, grounded on experience.
- She pictures the liberty of the Indian mode of life, ¢ which
'=ds so delightful to those who are accustomed to it, that it
requires almost a miracle to detach them from it. ' It is far
eagsier, she says, for a Frenchman to become a sa.vaoe than
for a savage to adopt the customs of civilized- nations.”

o
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But the project of civiliﬁhg the Indians having received
the royal sanction, the eXperiment must be fairly tested.
Bishop Laval had been too long in the country to have much
confidence in its success, but in compliance with the royal
will, he received six Huron boys into his seminary, to be
brought up with the French students. The Jesuit Fathers
took other boys into their college. The Intendant Talon,
placed five young Iroquois girls at the convent for a similar
purpose. On this subject Mother Mary says : « If it be the
will of our Sovereign, we shall undertake the task through
, obedience and for the glory of God. Nevertheless it is a
very difficult thing, if it is not an impossibility, to civilize

them. “We have more experience on this head than any one

else, and we freely avow that of the great numbér whom we
have instructed, we have hardly civilized one 4n a hundred.
We have found them docile and intelligent, but they have
not the constancy to remain with us after a certain time.
They must see the woods. They must follow their parents
to the chase, and they find more pleasure in their wigwams
than in our fine houses. It is the nature of the Indian; he
cannot submit to constraint. If deprived of his usual
liberty, he becomes melancholy, and sadness makes him

sick. Besides, the Indians are excessively fond of their

children, and if they see them sad, upon no consideration
will they leav e them in that state. We have had them of
different nations, Hurons, Algonquins and Iroquois; these
are the most comely and the most docile ; but are they more’
susceptible of being civilized ? Will they retain the polished
manners, and the customs in which we are bringing them
up? I do not expect it, for they are of the Indian race and
that is sufficient.”

This verdict of Mother Mary of the Incamatxon has been
sanctloned now by the ‘experience of more than two hundred
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years. The Indians, as a race, have not entered into the
category of civilized nations. Those who live in the neigh-
bourhood of the whites, enjoy more of the comforts of life ;
but, unfortunately, they adopt the vices rather than the
virtues of civilized man. In his vicinity, especially, they
seem destined to an inevitable decrease in population, which
has already ended, in many cases, in the extinction of a
people. In Christianity alone, the Indian has been found
susceptible of ¢ progress,” capable of “ improvement,”
"and even of attaining a high degree of moral excellence.
Many among these simple-hearted peoplef*have exclaimed,
like' the saintly Catherine Tehgahkwita: “ Who will teach
me what is" most agreeable to God that I may do it 2” The~
results of the labors of the missionaries, as well as those of
the nuns within the limits of their sphere, were great, cer-
tainly, since by imparting to these poor people the knowledge
of the true God, and providing them with the means of sal-
vation, they opened heaven to many thousands of immortal
souls,

Nor were these results confined to the penod in which they
werte a.chleved All over the continent, the Indian races have
been found more accessible to Christianity from the time of
the first converted tribes. There are still in Lower Canada,
seven Indian villages, protected by. the government, having
schools and chapels; they are not excluded by the law nor
by any prejudice against them, from any calling or profession ;
but to this day, where are their learned men, their men of
business? We may seek them without finding ome in a
thousand,—if we may not better say one in ten thousand.
Yet it is well known that Indian tribes, at a. distance from
the settlements of the whites, if visited by a missionary a
few times during the year, readily become good Christians

»
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and are most faithful to the law of God 1. They learn to read

and write ; they know how to sing and pray. They ignore

the vices as well as the enjoyments of civilized life, and in
" that ignorance find their security and their happiness.

Our readers will not expect, then, to hear that the Ursu-
lines succeeded, after 1668, in forming young ladies of the
young Indian girls. No! but, in one sense, they. did more;
they formed them to piety, to the virtues of our holy
religion ; they sought not to unfit them for that manner of
life for which nature had formed them.

There are always exceptions to general rules. Some of
the pupils, as already mentioned, were susceptible of all the
polish desirable in society. - Several respectable Camadian
. families may reckon among their ancestors some of these
Indian maidens, educated in the convent,

One of the last letters that have been preserved of Mother.

. Mary (1670) mentions “a fine band of Indian girls, of four
-different nations ; Iroquois, Algonquins, Abenakis, and Mon-
tagnais.” <« They are our consolation and our delight, she
says, by their docility, rendering our labors so light that we

would not exchange them for all the kingdoms of the earth.”

X

1—The worthy missionary of the Montagnais of the Saguenay,
Father Arnaud, 0. M.1I., who has attended them as pastor for the last
twenty-two years, attributes to their. being well instructed in the

. Christian doctrine and morals, and to their unfrequent intercourse
-with the whites, the admirable life they lead. Sin is almost anknown
to them. *How can we offend God after all He has done for us *
they say. ‘
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CHAPTER XIV
1665 -1671
'THE INMATES OF THE MONASTERY AGAIN

The residence of the Viceroy during nearly two years in
Quebec could not fail to furnish incidents that would be
remembered in the cloister. Qur old books relate some which
seem to merit a place here, were it only to give a picture of
life and manners. We must remember that the city itself
on the arrival of these 1200 soldiers, with five hundred work-
men, and some two hundred farmers with their families, con-
tained only about seventy dwelling-houses. The principal
public monuments to be visited by the strangers, who had

_come to protect and strengthen the colony, were the cathe-

dral, with the adjoining seminary of Bishop Laval, the col-
lege of the Jesuits, the monastery of the Ursulines and the
hospital, or Hotel-Dieu. As to the Chéiteau St-Louis, within-
the Fort, that was the residence of the Viceroy and his

household. The Marquis de Tracy, a veteran of seventy
years, of lofty stature and military bearing, had come to per-

sonate royalty- on these distant shores, and royalty’ of the

time of Louis XIV.

Whenever he appeared in public, he was attended by four
pages and followed. by six footmen. Twenty-four guards
preceded, and officers of various grades surrounded him, all .
apparelled in ‘the bright colors of the military, or-in court-
dresses. Let us note one occasion which called out, not only
the military, but the clergy and all the citizens.

The relics of the holy martyrs, St. Felicitas and St. Fla-
vianus, had been sent to the young Church of Canada by the
Holy Father; and the Bishop had ordered a public proces-
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sion in their honor. The shrines enclosing the precious relics,
placed on stands elegantly decorated with drapery, lights, and
flowers, were borne by four venerable priests. A sh?eltering
canopy of scarlet and gold was upheld by the Viceroy, the -
Governor de Courcelleg, the Intendant Talon, and the agent
of the West India Company, Barrois. The Bishop in ponti-
fical robes followed, with above forty clergymen in surplice,
chasuble and dalmatic.” Next came the officers of the
Viceroy’s household, the citizens according to their rank, the
long file of soldiers in full uniform, and finally. the mass of
the people and the Indians. The procession paused at the .
church of the Ursulines, which doubtless could not.contain
all this multitude. The three other churches of the city
were stations, and a fifth had been prepared within the Fort.

Another day, the cathedral was consecrated in the midst
of a similar concourse, with all the imposing cereinonies of
the Roman ritual; this was in July, 1666. In the same
month, at the college of the Jesuits, there was an exa.tﬂina—
tion; degrees were conferred in philosophy and physics, in
presence of the noble personages above mentioned.

But the Marquis de Tracy was not a mere passing visitor
at the Ursulines; he was to them a sincere friend and a
benefactor. For his powerful protection in a matter that
regarded the temporal interests of the community, the Ursu-

. lines owe him a lasting debt of gratitude.- In debating these
questions, and on many other occasions when "the pious
viéeroy called upon the Ursulines, he had an opportunity of
appreciating those qualities which gave Mother Mary of the
JIncarnation such an ascendency over all who approached
her. On her part, she describes the Marquis as not less
remarkable for his piety and merit than for his rank. His
example, she says, was an inestimable advantage to society,
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and his zeal for the welfare of the colony was boundless.
His departure she regards as a public loss 1. -

The Ursulines owed to the generosity of the Videroy the
erection of a chapel dedicated to Saint Anne 2 adjoining their
church, which cost him above 2,500 livres.

At his request also, their church was blessed by the
Bishop with the same magnificence as the cathedral.

Passing now to the 1nterior of the monastery, let us view
once more its inmates and examine their labors. Between the
years 1667 and 1670, four young ladies had passed from the
classes to the novitiate, exchanging their own for a religious
name. These were Miss Agnes Duquet, in religion, Sister
Agnes of the Nativity, Marie Madeleine Pinguet of the
Assumption, Marie Marguerite de Lauzon of St. Charles,
and Charlotte Godefroy of the Blessed Sacrament. It appears
that the air of Canada and the régime of the monastery were
specially favorable tolongevity in those times. We have here,
again, four young novices from the age of fifteen to nineteen,
destined like the preceding that we have noticed, to celebrate,
some their fiftieth, and some their sixtieth anniversary of

profession. '

Another novice, admitted to her profession in 1669, was
sister LeBer of the Annuneiation. Mlle LeBer was born at
Pitre, in Normandy. Her two brothers had sought the wilds
of Canada, like many others, through motives of piety. Marie,

1—_Mother Mary mentions the Marquis de Tracy in terms that
mark both ber gratitude and her esteem. * The Marquis de Tracy
is returning to France. It is a great loss to the Church and to all.
the colony which has been saved froin destruction by his successful
expeditions. For our partywe lose the best friend we have had since
we are here.” |, X ’
2_The devotion @ la bonne Sainte-Anne, “ Good St. Anne” as
our readers well know, is ancient in the country. Their is mention
" in the Relations of marvels wrought at her &hapel of the ¢ Petit
Cap, " as early as 1661. ;
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after the death of her parents in France, joined them, fully
resolved to consecrate herself to God ; but she found means,
only at the age of twenty-six, to break the ties that bound
her. She might, with some reason, complain of the long
delay; but it excites a smile to see that young girl, Miss
Pinguet,- tired, at fifteen, of * hope deferred,” putting on

shoes with heels as high as ¢ould be worn, that her size may A
"“no longer be objected to by the nuns, who seem to think her Cek
yet a child. Sister de Lauzon of St. Charles has another way
of proving the maturity of her years, preferring the humblest o
occupations of the monastery, serving the little Indian girls,
abasing herself before all, and, far from accepting the services o
of a lay-sister, as had been stipulated by her parents, she :
often found means to aid that sister in the manual labor of
her office. .

While these good sisters were beginning their career an

estimable lay-sister was closing hers. It was sister St.
Laurent, whose merit is sufficiently made known by some
of her last words. “I have thanked God, said she, every day
of my life, for having called me to the humble state of a lay-
sister in an Ursuline Convent. I would not exchange my
veil for the crown of a queen.”
The novices above mentioned were confided to Mother
Mary of the Incarnation, during the years 1667 and 1659.
The community then numbered twenty-two members, and
others, earnestly demanded, were expected from France. The
labors of the institute, at this period, necessarily increased
with the increase of the population in the country 1
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1—The Relations tell of the increasing prosperity of the -colony.'
The Intendant Talon founded a number of settlements near Quebec.

More than 400 soldiers of the Regiment of Carignan were induced
to settle in the country. The officers who remained, became Cana-
dian 8 \exgn;urs.
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We have seen that the limits of thé monastery had been
extended by the building of a church where the public was
admitted, with an interior chapelfor the nuns and for their
pupils .

The state of the seminary for the Indian girls has been
noticed in the preceding chapter. As to the French pupils,
although our catalogues were destroyed with other useful
documents in the second burning of the convent, we may
judge of the number of boarders by the statistics of another
institution in the City. In 1668, the college of the Jesuits
in Quebec was attended by one hundred and twenty stu-
dents, sixty of them being boarders. ! That same year Bishop
Laval opened the classes of his seminary for boys.

Mother Mary of the Incarnation mentions, in 1668, that
the number of pupils is daily increasing, that seven nuns are
constantly occupied teaching in the French classes, while for
other services there are two lay-sisters. “ Some pupils
remain six or eight !years; others, in the short space of
twelve months, must be taught their prayers, reading and
writing, arithmetic, the Christian doctrine and morals ; in
short, all that 1s most essential in the education of females.”

Mother Mary may well.add: “ A teacher must be unre-
mitting in her efforts to improve every moment, in order to
lay a good foundation of instruction!”- Even the poorest
families sent their daughters two or three months, to be
prepared for their first communion. The extern pupils were
numerous ; but as they eame to the convent only for the
hours of class, the nuns had not the same opportunity of

- forming their character as they had with the boarders. Two
years laters we find another remark that is not less signifi-

.

- }—Ferland, Hist. du Canada.
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cant. She says: “ The French colony augments notably 1.
The great forests formerly inhabited only by wild beasts o
begin to be peopled by Christians. Our cogamunity is com- o
posed of twenty-two nuns ; our classesare filled with pupils,
French and Indian. We have been obliged to provide other
class-rooms, and our venerated Prelate has taken the trouble
to write himself to France to procure help for us. He has
asked. for two nuns and has appointed a Vicar-General, one
of his friends, to negotiate the matter.” This demand was
soon after found too low, and four were finally obtained, as
will be.noticed later. . )

Our readers, no doubt, would fain form some aequaintance
with those young ladies of the “ olden times.” , Unfortunately
we have few notes beyond the brief memoirs of such as -
became nuns. Some tiaits of these have already been noticed.
‘We might have added others: for instance, the precocious
piety of Geneviéve and Anne Bourdon, placed at the Con-
vent at the ages of six and seven; the lovely death of Anne
de Lauzon, upon’ whom the nuns were called to bestow their
care from the age of three years. Nothing can be more beau-
tiful than the portrait they have left us of this angelic young
creature, called in heg‘sixteenth year to ‘enjoy the company

1-—At the same time she mentions the industrial improvements,
introduced by the Intendant, Talon; the “tanning of hides, the
weaving of cloth made from hemp, flax and wool, the effort he is
making to have the women learn to spin, and his offer to provide
the materials for teaching the same to the pupils of the convent,
both French and Indian.

A glance at .the statistics of the country from 1665 fo 167,
shows a rapid increase of population in comparison to the preced-
ing years. Before the first mentioned date, there were not 2,500
Europeans in Canada., Two years later the populstion was 5,870.

The historian Ferland remarks the rapid nataral increase of the
population in the country. Iu the course of the year 1671, there - .
were nearly seven hundred children to baptize. s - i

The population of Canada, in 1684, amounted to 17,000. ~ - ce T

.

i b I e et oy ST
B RS TR




100 : GLIMPSES OF THE MONASTERY

of the angels in heaven. In consideration of her ardent desire
to be admitted to the novitiate, and at her earnest request,
she was dressed for her burial as an Ursuline, and laid beside:
the three whose gravés were beneath the chapel.

Another young lady for whom a brief memoir has been
traced in our old books for a similar reason, is Miss Marie
des Moulins of Three Rivers. Confided to the nuns at the
age of four, she grew up pious, amiable and intelligent, and
seemed destined to complete the happiness of her excellent
parents in the family circle; but God had not so ordained.
At the age of fourteen, she, like her companion, Miss de
Lauzon, saw death approaching, and bade him welcome, To
the privilege of being waited upon- by the nuns in their infir-
anary, she begged them to add that of being buried in the
religious dress. Miss des Moulins also, reposes in the ceme-

tery with the Ursulines deceased.
© Other pupils of Mot}@i&Mary s time consecrated their
lives to the service of God in the H{tel-Dieu of Quebec; for
instance, the two Misses Bourdon, Misses Marie Marguerite
and Marie Madeleine Gloria: others in the Hotel-Dieu at
Montreal, as Miss LeDue, who had greatly edified her c'ass-
" mates (1669) at” the Ursulines, before returning to edify her
xative place by embracing the laborious life of a hospital nun,
Miss Marie Racine had preceded Miss LeDuc in the religious
state. Miss Marie Morin, the first Canadian novice received
at the Hotel-Dieu of Montreal, had also been a model of piety
.and amiable ‘deportment while at the Ursulines, desiring
above all things to be.a martyr of the Faith. Before attaining
her fourteenth year, she had essayed the state of life in which
she persevered to the age of eighty-two. She left her eom-
munity a lasting memorial of her piety-and her talents, by
writing their annals, a work in which she was engaged till

the age- of seventy-ﬁve
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Let us mention also the Misses Moyen, one of whom, after } 3
being a captive of the Iroquois, married Major Lambert ]
Closse, the hero of Montréal. Her sister became the wife of a

Captain du Gué of the regiment of Caxighan. Miss du Clos,
daughter of the intrepid Madame du C€los 1, whose name is
another celebrity of Montreal, was accompanied to'the Ursu-
lines by two of her friends, Miss Sailly and Miss LeDuc 2,
Brief as these notes are, they give us an insight into the
sealed book of the past, and enable us to form some estimate
of the institute as it was two hundred and fifty years ago.
As to the qualifications of the teachers of those days, we -
know that our beloved Mother Mary of the Incarnation was
ready to impart to the other Sisters all that could be commu-
nicated. Even in the last months of her life she had a class
of young nuns around her, learning the Indian languages.
She wrote in French several valuable treatises for the use of
the institute, besides a sacred history in Algonquin, a diction-~
ary and a catechism in Iroquois, & dictionary in Algonquin,
a catechism in Huron, another catechism and a prayer-book
in Algonquin. She excelled in all kinds of needle-work and
embroidery, as well as in painting and gilding. While she
sanctified these talents by working for the altar, and contri-
buting to the decoration of-chapels and churches all over the
country, her young Sisters, as well as the pupils, loved to .

1—For many other names of the olden timesjthe ¢ Heroic Age of
Canada” as they have been called,—see His{oire des Ursulines,
Tome ler. N -

2—Several Officers of the famed Regiment of Carignan-Saliéres

. married in the country, and found *¢ excellent maiches” in the

pnails of the Ursulines. For instance, M.deSorel married Catherine -
LeGardeur de Repentigny, of Quebec (1668) ; M. Berthier, Marie
LeGardeur (1672) ; M. Chambly, Louise de Launay ; M. Verchéres, o
Marie Perrot’ (1669); M. Gauthier de Varennes, i(arie ‘Boucher, - . .
ete,, ete. - . . ST . Sn :
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take lessons of the amiable Mother,and were happy to aid
her in her toils. Even in sculpture and architecture, this
indefatigable Mother was skilful. It was she who directed
the workmen, employed in decorating the interior of the
church with architectural ornaments, guiding them for the
proportions of the columns, capitals and entablature, as well
as in the minute details of the art.

We have mentioned that other nuns from France had been
invited to join the little community.

. News reached the monastery on the 15th September that
a vessel detained at the Ile auz Coudres, by contrary -winds,
. had Ursulines on board—Ursulines from France! Several of
the nuns knew what it was to be rocked for three months in
one of those wooden prisons, called a merchant-ship—not to
speak of the fare and the accommodations in those days.

As the wind continued contrary, they would, at least, send
them refreshments ; perbaps a smaller vessel would find its
way against the wind. A little sloop was accordingly sent,
with a cordial invitation to accept the protection of the good
Jesuit Brother Jucherean, the pilot of the bark, and M. de
Dombourg ! who had generously placed himself at the head
of the expedition. Sailors were hired to man the vessel and
the convent-stewerd added to-the equipment. They were
strong and resolute, « gens de ceeur,” but all their efforts to
make a prompt voyage only enabled them to.reach Quebec
on the 19th. We need not ask if the time seemed long. It
gave the voyagers time to remark the beauty of the environs,

*  already beginning to put on the gay colors of an autumnal
landscape ; the lovely islands among which they were

o " 1-—This M. de Dambourg was son of M, Bourdon, and brother of
R Mothers St. Joseph and St. Agnes. .
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detained,. Ile-auz-Coudres, Ile-aux-Otes, inhabited even
then ; the fertile Island of Orleans with its pleasant farm-
houses. All along the shores of the St. Lawrence they had
seen villages and hamlets, where thirty years before dark
forests frowned. )

Let us meet now upon the wharf, where thirty-two years
before our first Ursulines landed, that missionary band, so
lony and anxiously expected. Of these four French ladies,

“monastery of Bourges : Mother Marie Drouet of Jesus, nine-
teen years professed, and Marie Gibault du Breuil of St.
Joseph, four years professed. Two others are from®the
< great Convent ” of Paris ; it is Mother Marie Le Maire of
the Angels, once a rich Parisian lady, accompanied by a lay-:
sister, Mary Dieu of the Resurrection.

Great was the joy of the cloistered family on receiving
this desired accession to their mumber, not mere young
girls, to be formed to the religious life, but persons of mature
years trained in fervent communities, and ready now forany
labor. Such were the persons demanded by Bishop Laval, by
Mother Mary of the Incarnation and Mother St. Athanasius.
The last-named, about fifty years old, was still hale and vigor-
ous ; her elder was past “three score and ten.” The other
two, Mothers St. Croix and St. Clare, who in the offices of
Asgistant and” Zelatrix, had aided in the government of the
house for the last thirty years, were not younger. ‘

Without anticipating upon the future career of usefulness
of these three Mothers, we shall merely say that all passed

the prosperity of the monastery they had comre to aid, but

- founded and governed in turn that of Three Rivers.
Our missionaries, while we have been discussing their
aerits, have been introduced to their new Sisters. We shallnet

-

~ wearing the black robe of the Ursuline, two are from the -

long years in the office of Superior, and not only contributed to -
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attempt fo describe the scene. The two Parisians find one
S from their own monastery, Mother St. Athanasius, at the head
o of the community, in place of the recent Superior, Mother
i Mary of the Incarnation, who has now charge of the novitiate. .’
o The other members are all known to our readers, or soon will
be L. The pupils, as is usual on such occasions, took an aétive
part in the welcoming.
A few days later they comply with a general custom, a
sort of by-law for the two communities on similar occasions,
and visit the goed hospital-nuns of the Hotel-Dieu. They
do not fidd a numerous, but a fervent, happy community, .
T continuing the labors and emulating the bright examples of
their foundresses. ‘
Our voyagers had also to acquit themselves of a pious vow.
This took them, still accompanied by the amiable Madame
de la Peltrie, to the statue of the Blessed Virgin, honored in
the chapel of Notre Dame de Foye. They would not, of
course, fail to visit that much-talked-of Huron village, where
Father Chaumonot attends with assiduous care his beloved-
exiles 2, now reduced to 150 souls. The aged village-chief,
past his eightieth year, was there, ready to hara&ggf the
“holy virgins” in his most picturesque style, and all these
good Christians invoked upon them a thousand blessings.
Had our voyagers postponed this visit a few weeks, they
might have witnessed an edifying spectacle.

- 1—See list at the end of the present Chapter.

" 2 After the Hurons were attacked on the Isle of Orleans by the
Mohawks, in 1656, a part of them voluntarily emigrated to the-
courtry of their enemy, and became incorporated with them: such -
was the custom of these nations. The remainder were transferred .
to Quebec, and lodged in a fort (on the edge of Mountain Hill)
built for them till peace was restdred in 1666; then they removed
about five miles from the city, and founded theé mission of Notre
Dame de Foye. Some twentyfive years later they removed to
Lorette, nine miles north of Quebec.
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At the commencement of Advent, Mother Mary of the ‘ f‘_-_;;éj
Incarnation sent the worthy chief a wax figure of the Infant B
Jesus. These simple-hearted people received it as a present . g
from heaven. Each poor cabin became, in turn, a chapel, ‘ i

while from week to week their devotions were prolonged
and their acts of virtue, till the Feast of the Purification
closed the Christmas-tide.

In the hamlet of Sillery, our tra.ve]lers heard the good
Algonquins and Montagnais in their devout chapel, entone,
as they had done thirty-two years before, sweet hymns that
moved strangely the hearts of these French ladies. Yef
what ravages sickness 1 has made in this once flourishihg -
mission! The poor Indians are but a handful, compared to ‘
. former times, when Madame de la Peltrie had seen happy

groups of rompmo children follow her, their Ningay, more ‘

fondly than their own mothers. But the kind-hearted,
generous lady, who had done much for Sillery, visits to-day
her poor Indians, her dear former seminarists, for the last ]

time. Did her good angel whisper to her that she would o

return no more? Or did the good squaws, with tearful eyes, .

follow wistfully the receding figure of their pious benefactress

as she disappeared for the last time from their Hamlet ?

But let us not delay our narrative. Madame-de la Peltrie
conducts the good nuns back to the Convent: they have
come tv labor and we shall find them engaged, at once, in
teaching the French classes, while they take lessons from

5

4
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1—The Algonquins and Montagnais of Sillery had nearly all
been carried off by the small pox. Rel. 1670.
From this period Sillery became an Abenaki mission, until s new

site was found for them in 1683, at f.he falls of the Chaudlére, south
of Quebec. . .

’
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~ - Mother Mary of the Incarnation in the Indian languages.

& : The following list will show us their companions :
N A LIST OF THE CHOIR-NUNS, IN 1671

. ( Professed in France.)

) Arrival.
.- Mother Marie Guyart of the Incarnation....cceccesseecsresceeeceeses 1639
S «  Cacile Richer of Ste. CroiX. ...cssessesraserecssrrsusassasraces 1639
«  Anne Le Bugle of St. Clare......ce.eeernuences 1640
. «  Marguerite de Flecelles of St. Athanasius.,......... ... 1640
SR %  Anne Le Boue of Qur Lady........... cevrsssssannensee wasseess 1644
S #  Marie de Villiers of St. ANAreW.....ccececesee o seesreseesreses 1657

«  Marie du Breuil of St. Joseph «..eeeeiereciiesranennneseenenese 1671
%  Marie Drouet of Jesus.....e.ccssrerecsssrasesresee sovsresaness 1671
%  Marie Le Maire of the Angels...ccccceecrnecacerseneesensenees 1671

(Professed in the Monastery of Quebec.)
) Profession.

Mother Charlotte Barré of St. Ignatius...... cccecceeereesnccregoveeee 1648
“  Philippe Gertrude de Boulogue of St. Dominic.....cc.... 1650

1
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i ¢  Marie Geneviéve Bourdon of St. Joseph........ccuccee.. .. 1654
e . ¢  Anne Bourdon of St. Agnes...cceeeserseeeerernsenenceraene. 1660
Ct ¢ Marie Boutet of St. Augustin....cceceeue coisersanserensens .. 1661
> ¢«  Louise Godefroy of St. John the Evangelist.....ccceeeess 1668
i «  Marie Angélique Poisson of St. Francis Xavier........ .. 1668
Fra ¢« Agnés Duquet of the Nativity.....cceeeeenee seessscsnsoncassss 1669
© #  Marie Madeleine Pinguet of the Assumption........... .. 1669
«  Charlotte Godefroy of the Blessed Sacrament............ 1669
R ¢ . Marie Le Ber of the Annunciation.....c..cecceneees cosnvanen 1670
¢  Marie Madeleine de Lauzon of St. Charles.... cc.c.eueee. 1672

i (Lay-Sisters.)
2 Sister Catherine Lezean of St. Urst.e.rueerereseese. s susesssesseeces 1648

¢  Frances Ouén of St. Magdalen........ cceves ceveererecsen s oeeees 1655
¢  Antoinette Makinon of St. Martha...ccceceeeesseeceesveccceres 1659
4 Marie Dodier of the Passion...... ..cc.esaeseeseecsaseais serareees 1660
- & Marie Dieu of the Resurrection (ﬁom Paris)...eeeccerneses 1671

i - . . - R -
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CHAPTER XV
1671-1672
THE CLOSE OF WELL-sm}rT YEARS
LY

The rejoicings with which the nuns newly arrived from
France had been received, had hardly subsided into the calm
of daily life, when a cloud arose to overshadow the Monastery
with sorrow. The favors solicited had been granted: Heaven
now demanded a sacrifice, as unlooked-for as it was severe. ..
The good foundress who had lived with her beloved Ursulines,

. sharing their poverty and their labors, practising the sweet
-virtues of: humility, gentleness and mortification, which

- endeared her to them far more than her generous donations
in their favor, was about to disappear from their midst.

It was early in November, when Madame de la Peltrie
was struck with her last illness. Seven days seemed a short
space for the nuns to prepare to Iose her, but to the pious
lady herself, the summons of death brought no terror. She
had no sooner been warned that her malady, a violent attack

“of pleurisy, endangered her life, than she occupied herself in
settling her temporal affairs, and signing her will, the royal
Intendant, Talon, with the necessary witnesses, being
present. She took her leave of the Intendant, expressing
her thanks for'his visit with as much ease and Jiresence
of mind, as if the occasion had been an ordinary occurrence.

The last Sacraments, administered by the Vicar General M.
de Berniéres, were to her a source of ab'ﬁndant strength and
consolation. Seeing the nuns in sorrow, surrounding her

.with affectionate solicitude, ind seeking by a thousand deli-.

. cate attentions to procure her some alleviation in her suffer- .

ings, she was visibly affected, and declared, as Mother St.
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Joseph had on her death bed, that God had given her the
promised hundred-fold in this life for all she had abandoned
for His love.

As life ebbed slowly away the'"mmrs seemed long to her*

" 80 ardent were her desires to be forever. united to her God,

and often she repeated the words of the Psalmist: « Leetatus
sum in his que dicta sunt miki, in domum Domini ibi-
mus :(—I rejoice in the words that have been said unto me,
that I shall go into the House of the Lord.”

These words were accomplished in her on the evening of
the 19th November, 1671, leaving her spiritual daughters
saddened by her loss, yet consoled by a close of life so tran-
quil, so full of the sweet hope of eternal blessedness. - .

Madame de la Peltrie was sixty-eight years of age; but
the natural vivacity of her character, and the hea.lthful
influence of such occupations as hers had’ been—exerci-
ses of piety and good works—are a great preservative
against the ravages of time. ~No one had ever thought she

" was growing old. Her unobtrusive virtues had been an

unfailing source of edification to the good nunsand to all who
knew her ; while to the poor and to the missions, she had
been a constant and generous benefactress.

Her funeral obsequies were attended by the Governor and

_ his suite, with the most distinguished persons of the city, as

well as of the neighborhood. Her loss was universally
deplored ; nor were the poor Indlans the last in their demon—
strations of sorrow. 7 :

OukVenerable--—Mother—Marya of the Incarnation had
assisted her companion at the hour of her departure from
this world. She seemed to have outlived her only to console
her Sisters, and to animate them by her own example of- .
perfect resignation to the will of Heaven. Alas! another ;
and & greater sacrifice’ would soon be demanded of them
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Early in January a serious malady threatened the precious
life of that beloved Mother for whom each of the nuns would
have gladly given her own,

Overwhelmed with grief, they besought Heaven to spare
them the dreaded sacrifice, and the venerable patient, unable
to refuse them this consolation, joined in their petitions so
far as to say : “ My God, if I may yet be of service to this
little community, I do not refuse the labor nor the fatigue :

"Thy will be done.”—* No, my good Mother, that is not

enough, urged the kind Father Lalemant, you must join our
petitions and ask to recover.” Ever obedient, she fulfilled

- the injunction. Thus was obtained a few weeks’ respite ;

‘.

but.it was only a delay. The bilious affection from which
she had suffered severely for eight years past, with a few
intervgls of comparative health, had impaired her naturally
strong constitution, and the hour was at hand when it must
fé.‘ll»%ﬁtooether ,

During Holy Week, in the month of April, the Vene-
Table Mother was obliged' once mote to suffer herself to be
conducted to the infirmary, Her sufferings, which were
intense, only served to unite her soul more closely to God.—— .
« Christo confiza sum cruci. I am crucified with Jesus on
the Cross,”—These words were not a complaint, but the
expression of the joy of her heart.- On the 29th of April, she
veceived the Holy Viaticum and Extreme Unction, entering
from that moment into so intimate a communication with
God that she seemed no longer of earth. While her dear ~
Sisters, overcome with tender sorrow, surrounded the dying
saint, her tranquil aspect inspired them with higher thoughts ;
that sick-room seemed- the  porch of heaven. Visitors who
were allowed to behold a spectacle so impressive, spoke low,
and stayed the « farewell,” they had intended to pronounce. ..
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Mother St. Athanasius, whose grief, intensified by that of
each of her Sisters, renderﬁ'her the more thoughtful of all
who, with her, would soon mourn their dearest friend,
reminded her of her son, and asked a message for him,
Mother Mary of the Incarnation, recalled a moment to earth
by maternal love, answered with emotion : * Tell him that I
bear him away with me in my heart. In heaven I will ask
for his perfect sanctification.”

Already, several times, the boarders, French and Indian,
had knelt around to receive her blessing. On the morning of
the day of her death, having asked to see once more her dear
seminarists, she spoke to them admirably.in their.own lan-
guage, on the beauty of the Christian doctrine and the happi-
ness of serving God, and gave them, with effusion, her last
blessing.

From noon to six o'clock in the evening, she remained

absorbed in God, speechless, yet conscious, awaiting in peace

the moment of her departure. The nuns, kneeling beside their
dying Mother and friend, felt the tranquilizing influence of
those marks of predestination which transformred the chamber
of death, to a sanctuary, -
The 30th of April was drawing to a close. The Venerable
Mother will soon hear the -welgome sumsnons : “ Come,
- faitbful soul ! enter into the joy of the Lord,” She opened

" her dying eyes upon her beloved Sisters with a look full of

love, as if to bless them and say “ adietn.” One feeble sigh

- was heard. Life was over. The spirit, disenthralled, had sped

on wings of love to the bosom of its God.
That moment, so overwhelming to surviving friends, when

suspense has yielded to certainty, when the last sigh has .

dispelled the secret hope that life would yet be prolonged,
. was not followed by an outburst of grief and lamentation.-A
“ray of immortality seemed to illumine the features of- the
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departed, and heavenly consolations filled the hearts of those
who wept an irreparable loss. (

The Venerable Mother had expired at the age of seventy-
+ two years 1, thirty-three of which had been spent in Canada.

The intelligence of her decease was received in the city
and throughout the colony, with sentiments that corres-
ponded to the universal esteem in which she was held, and -
the gratitude which almost every family owed her.

On the day of her burial, that veteran of the sanctuary,
Father Lalemant, now seventy-nine years of age, pronounced
the panegyric of the deceased, applying to her the attributes
of the “ valiant woman,” as depicted in Secripture. The
church was thronged with a dense concourse. In the midst of
the mourners, as the whole audience might be called, were the
Governor de Courcelles and the Royal Intendant. It was at
their request that the coffin was not lowered into the grave
before an artist had been employed to transfer to canvas, if
possible, some trace of that celestial beauty which struck the
beholders with veneration. o

Our readers will not expect to find here a biographical
notice of Venerable Mother Marie de I'Incarnation. The bare
enumeration of her remarkable qualities, the heroic virtues, the

"miarvels of grace that constituted her interior life, and which ..
have made her, according to Bossuet, the « Teresa of the New
World,” would require many pages.

It suffices to have read even the briefest sketch of her life to
remark her wonderful and versatile talents, the thoroughness
of her character, her unerring and enlightened judgment;
the extraordinary powers of her well-balanced mind. At the
same time one is struck with her spirit of self-sacrifice, her
utter gl'&hee upon I’rov:dence, which was only equalled by

. +

-

1—She was born Oct. 28th, 1599.
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< her vast charity, and her insatiable zeal for the salvation of
a7 souls. The wonderful extension of the Faith during the last
x . years of her life, consoled her in proportion to the interior mar-

% _ tyrdom she had suffered, while she saw the efforts of the mis-
" - gionaries baffled, and the salvation of the poor pagans retarded.
0 Christianity was now triumphant throughout the land;
*/ and, if she, in her humility, considered herself and her com-
T munity as a mere  grain of sand ” in the foundation of the
£ : Church of Canada, the object of her solicitude, and of her
‘ ' burning zeal, by others her labors and her success were appre-
ciated differently.

K The illustrious Bishop Laval has written her eulogium;
from which we select one passage. “ Mother Mary of the
= Incarnation, having been. chosen by God to establish the
= Order of St. Ursula in Canada, was endowed with the pleni- _

tude of the spirit of that holy Institute. She was a perfect

‘Superior, anexcellent mistress of novices, and was well qua- -
lified for all the offices in a religious community. Her life,

which interiorly was all divine, was so well regulated out-

wardly that she was a living rule for her: Sisters. Her
zeal for the salvation of souls, and especially for that of
the pegr:Indians, was so ardent, that she seemed to embrace

them within her heart. We do not doubt that to her
prayexs are due, in a great measure the blessmgs whlch the

Church of Canada now enjoys.”

Charlevoix, who wrote her hfe about fifty years after her .
decease, says, that « history presents us few women to be
compared to her.” Of her writings he declares: “ They
prove her to have been one of the most intelligent women of
that century. Every thing is solid in her writings. The
thoughts are just, her assertions never hazarded ;- her manner

. is original, and her style is marked by that noble s1mphclty
. which few wnters attain.”
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We'cannot take our leave of the subject witheut allowing
our readers to hear how the decease of Mother Mary of the-
Incarnation and of Madame=de la Peltrie, was announced
in the Relation of 1672. The writer, Father LeMercier,
-opens a biographical netice of thirty columns in the following
terms : -

“ The death of those two illustrious persons is a public

“affliction. They were venerated for their virtue and holiness ;
but they were especially cherished and esteemed for having
founded an institution for the instruction of female youth,

. both French and Indian, thereby contributing greatly to the

solid establishment and progress of the colony of New -

France. These two holy souls burned with the same zeal,

and had no other object ii view but te live and die in the
love of God, and, at the peril of their lives, to cause Him to

be known and loved by the people of this New World 1.” .

‘CHAPTER XVI
16751682 ,

IN AFTER YEARS

The Venerable Mothéf-, whose labors had lextended over A
the thirty-three first years of the Ursuline Monastery, had .
. disappeared from the midst of her beloved family, and her
. N

4

1—-Two years previous, the same Father had.written: % It is an
-inestimable happiness for Canada to have possessed, since thirty
years, the religious houses of the Ursulines and the Hospital-nuns.
These two institutions were necessary here, and the nuns have.
acquitted themselves with honor and with merit of all that God or
man could demand of them, in the discharge of tae duties of their
respective callings.”” - LT ) ’ . -
o 3 . . S
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death had left a void that could not be filled. But the benef-

y icent influence of her admirable life remained. Her dying
5 blessing, with the Tich- inheritance of her zeal for the glory
5, of God and the salvation of souls, rested there, and her spirit

still dwelt with those whom Providence had assembled to
- continue the work she had commenced.

Who were those favored souls, chosen to Qerpetuate the
spirit and the labors of the Venerable Mother"Mary of the
Incarnation ? What are the vicissitudes which the Monas-
tery was destined to witness in subsequent years ? To answer
these questions, we shall again open, in favor of our readers,
that old record of by-gone days, the monastic annals.

Theré we find recounted the triumphs of divine grace in
the call to a religious life, and in the faithful correspondence
of the soul to its“sublime vocation. There are detailed the
simple, yet heartfelt joys of the cloister, with its toils, its pro-
vidential trials and occasional sufferings, its pious enterprises,

‘ and other incidents that vary the even flow of the stream of
time within the protecting walls of, the monastery. There

Wwe may perceive, at all times, a deep under-current of peace,

I the sure indication of detachmént from earth and of hopes

© fixed on thmos above

Revisiting the monastery three years after the death of

the Venerable Mother, 1675, we learn that the aged Jesuit
who assisted her in her last moments, Father Jerome Lale-
mant, onI’y survived her a few months, and he has been
succeeded in the double office of chaplain and director by

" gnother member of the Society of Jesus, Father Beschefer.
~ . . Consulting next the statistics of the monastery, we find that
’ _twenty-five professed nuns compose the cloistered family,
the Superior being still Mother de Flecelles of St. Atha-
nasius. Two new members have just entered: Miss de
‘Lauson, dénght;er of the Seneschal de Lauson, and grand-
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daughter of the former governor of New France of that
name. The other young maiden, from the Céte de Beaupré,
is Miss Marie Madeleine Gravel, who in the humble condi-
tion of lay-sister, rendered great services to her community
during forty-eight years, and died in the fervor of her first
consecration to God. Up to this date (1675) only four deaths
had oceurred in the monastery since 1639, g period of thirty-
six years.

Passing over two winters more, we rea.ch a hallowed
anniversary, the 30th April. It is the fifth recurrence
of the day, since a death, “ precious in the sight of the

Lord,” hias rendered it memorable, and far from being invested
" with gloom, there is a joyous ceremony prepared for the occa-
sion. A young maiden is about to enroll herself under the
banner of St. Ursula, exchanging all the pleasures and advan-
tages which the world: could offer her, for the title of spouse -
of Christ. She will receive, moreover, a name that is also an
inheritance, and Miss Marie Catherine Pinguet will hence-
forth be known as Sister Mary Catherine of the Incarnation.

Two other young ladies are clothed with the dark robe and
white veil of an Ursuline novice before the close of the year.
The names which they will bear in the community, the one
fifty-five and the other seventy years, are Mother Marie-
Madzleine Amiot of the Conception, and Mother Marie-
"Anne Anceau of St. Teresa. We shall have occasion to
mention, elsewhere, these three worthy Mothers, all of whom -
will be found among the Superiors of the monastery. In the
department of the institute, we find the usual joyous groups
of young French girls, pursuing the pleasant paths of science,
proportioned to the times, to their yearsand condition. There
was also a sufficient number of little Indian girls to form a
class, and these were not cared for with less tenderness than
those, nor with less fruit for theu souls. -
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It was the time when the diplomatic governor, Count de
Frontenac, seeking to strengthen the influence of the French
over the restless Iroquois, had conceived the plan of adopting
the daughters of their chiefs, after their own fashion, and
- placing them in the convent to be instructed. Each time he
made the journey to and from Cataraqui (Kingston), some of
these little dark-eyed girls of the forest were sure to be in
his company. The missionaries also among the Algonquins,
the Abenakis, and the Hurons at Lorette, would send the
most intelligent of their young female neophytes, knowing
the immense benefit it was for the whole tribe, to have among
them one of these pious seminarists, so well mstructed in
her religion.

Fragments of old lists that have escaped destructlon are

yet inscribed with the names of some of this little class of -

forest-girls of 1682—-83. Thus: “ On the 15th of J uly, 1682,
Marie Durand, left the seminary (the Indian class is always
thus designated by our Mothers) after having been provided
with board aud clothing during the year.
« Little Barbe, of the Mohawk tribe, who had been in the
seminary six years, has returned to her parents at Old Lorette.”
Other names, at the same date, are: * Théodosie, Denise,
Genevidve, Charlotte, Anne-Thérése, Agnes Weskwes (Abe-
-nakis).” Evidently, the children of the forest are no longer
aumerous at the convent as they were in the earlier times.

- Let us make a longer-pause at 1682, It is the first of
June, and we find the community disposed to elect a Supe-
rior, their House of Assembly on these occasions being no

other than the chapel where they have first consecrated their -

‘hves to the service of God; their preparatory consultation, a
three days’ exposmon of the Blessed Sacrament, special
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prayers, and finally the Holy Sacrifice of the mass and com-
munion.

Our readers have seen the much esteemed Mother St
Athanasius, and Venerable Mother Mary of the Incarnation,

__gduting thirty-six years, called alternately to.the rank of
Superior by the united voice of their Sisters. Each had held
as from the hand of God, that office of trust and responsib-
~ ility, which gives its possessor only a larger share of labor
- and solicitude for the common weal ; while the title « Mother,”
or more sweetly “ Our Mother,” reminds her, at each mo-. .
ment, of the spirit in which she is to wield the sceptre of
authority. Neither had ever forgotten the words of St. Au-
gustine, admonishing the Superior to femember, that « if she
precedes her Sisters in honor before the world, yet before
God she is bound to place herself humbly at their feet, ren-
dering herself of good example to all, and esteeming herself
happy, not in the right she has to command, but in the
" facility her position affords her to serve and succor her
Sisters in a spirit of charity.”

The code- of legislation adopted by the order of St. Ursula
provides further for the welfare of all its members, by limiting
the offices that entail the greatest amount of fatigue and
responsibility to a term of three years, subject to be prolonged -~ - .
by a re-election to six years, and not more, without an '
interval of repose. Nor is the direction of the little com-
monwealth left to the simple will of the Superior, however -
excellent may be her qualifications. She has her “ Consti-
tutions,” to which she must conform in the acts- of her

. government ; she has also her coadjutors, who share, in the
-various departments of .the monastery, the burden of
authority, this is the «Privy Council,” while the “ Legis-

"~ lature ” comprises the whole community .of chon-smters,
< after a certain number of years of profession.

2o
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But while we have diséussed’ the form of government, our
nuns have had other preoccupations. They have discovered
that Mother St. Athanasius, obeying the impulse of her
great humility, has provided herself with the right to decline
the rank to which they were so desirous to raise her for the
seventh time. The permission has been given, and the ‘Bislgop

- refuses to retract it. Grieved, but submissive to the decision
of their ecclesiastical Superior, they proceed to their election. .
Another of the French nuns who had joined the Ursulines of
Quebec, in 1671, Mother Marie Drouet of Jesus is called
to succeed Mother Gibault du Breuil of St. Joseph, who had
governed the monastery for the last six years. These two,
" with Mother Le Maire of the Angels, will guide the bark of
St. Ursula till the close of the century, in the same spirit as
their predecessors, a spirit of meekness and.charity.

Thus, during sixty years and more, the community of
Quebec had the advantage of being guverned by Superiors,
who had imbibed the true principles of religious observance
in the well organized and fervent. convents of the Order in
France. These had been founded at the beginning of the 17th
century, by the daughters of St. Angela, under circumstances
most favorable to the true spirit of her institute, The two
Congregations of Paris and Bordeaux gave rise, directly or
indirectly, before the close of the century, to about two -
hundred monasteries: both had contributed to found the
Uprsulines of Quebec, the first of the Order in the New World.

" - Eventually, five nuns of the Congregation of Tours (or
Bordeanx) and seven of Paris, including two lay-sisters, gave
their services to the foundation of this monastery. Six were
yet living at the date with which this chapter closes: their

names will appear more than once in the following pages.
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¢ ~ CHAPTER XVII
1686
A MEMORABLE DATE

The dimensions of the monastery as rebuilt by Mother

" Mary of the Incarnation, with its adjoining church and choir,

had sufficed for some thirty years; but the number of pupils

augmenting with the population of the country, it was resolved,

in the spring of 1686, to build a separate department

for the nuns, in order to appropriate the greater part of the
main building to the use of the boarders.

Accordingly, on the 22nd of June, the ceremony of laying
the corner-stone took place in this wise. “ At one o’clock in
the afternoon, the community bemo assembled around the
foundations with the pupils, 21) knelt to sing. an anthem in
houor of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. - Then a little Indian girl,
named Marie-Rose, dressed in white and representing the
Infant Jesus, laid the first stone, upots which had been placed
2 medal of the Holy Family, as a perpetual memorial that
this. building was in honor of Jesus, Mary and Joseph; and
under their powerful protection.” A

Little Marie-Rose reminds us of another Indian girl for
whom another ceremony took place that.same year. Let us
see what religion could do for a child of the forest. Itisa
brief and simple tale, and soon there will be no more to tell,
for the seminarists are fast disappearing, with their.people,
once possessors of the conntry we inhabit. ‘

Little Agnes Weskwes belonged to the tribe of the
Abenaskis, and to the mission of Bécancour, (opposite Three
Rivers). The good missionary, Father Bigot, 8. J., had first
sent the little girl to the convent, to be instructed for her first
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communion, at the age of ten or eleven. Agnes was gentle
and attentive to the lessons of her devoted teachers. That
great action which influences the whole life of a Christian,
made a strong impression upon her, and when she returned
to her parents, it was to edify them by her piety, and to
impart to others the holy teachings she had received.

But the forest had lost its charms for her. The rude games
of her young companions could no longer amuse her, as they
moved in cadence to their own wild melodies. The fur robe,
adorned with embroidery, the moccasins, bright with beads,
with which the tender mother sought to win her little
daughter, were of no avail to make her forget the convent.
She was often seen in the direction of the cabin which served
as a chapel. She went there to pray, hoping also to meet
the good missionary, who surely would take her back, some
day, to “the House of Jesus” and to the dear Mothers who
had taught her to love and obey the Great Spirit. Her
importunities were at length successful: an Indian mother
.cannot refuse the request of her child, and doubtless the
_ Black-Robe secretly rejoiced to find one Genevieve among his
 flock.

In the early spring of 1686, the little forest-maiden was
again admitted within the cloister ; again she knelt in the
quiet chapel where she had first received the Bread of Life.
Did she, as she approached the holy altar on the feast
of the Annunciation, confide some important secret to her
heavenly Mother ? Did she petition never more to leave her
convent-home ?

1t may have been so ; for a few days later, the wild flower
drooped, as if it felt the rays of the hottest sun. A mortal
sickness had seized the gentle child; and truly it was an
edifying spectacle for the nuns to witness with what patience,
grateful for their least attentions, murmuring words of
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prayer, she could suffer. Soon, the danger becoming apparent,
the last rites .of the Church brought strength for the
supreme moment, and the little Indian girl, on the 5th of
Anpril, breathed forth in peace her pure young soul into the
hands of Him who gave it.
A canoe from the Indian settlement of Becancour was
already on its way to Quebec; fo;?messenyr had beensent
to warn the parents that their Agnes was dangerously ill.
-When they reached the:convent, it was not to meet their -
beloved child ; her pallid bier strewed with flowers, awaited
them in the church. Around it knelt many of her compan-
ions, watching the dead and praying for the repose of her
soul. This peaceful and touching sight, joined to . the recital ,
of her happy end, which the nuns, with consoling words, .
gave the afflicted parents, moderated their grief.
On the following day, the service was sung with solem-
nity in the convent church,so different from the chapel of the
mission, The voices of the nuns and the pupils mingled in
the burial strains, full of anticipation- of the joys of Paradise,
and the procession wentforth. It was composed of the clergy
- from the parish-church, a goodly number of citizens, as well
as all the Indians in, or around Quebec, and closed with that
virginal bier, borne by the young students of the college. -
Four of the seminarists, in white dresses and flowing veils,
upheld the corners of the muslin pall, while the other.little
Indian girls, attired in a similar manner, formed another
- group, preceding the mourners. When the parents and friends ~
of the youthful Agnes witnessed such honors rendered to the
mortal remains. of one of their nation, it no doubt tended )
‘much to console them, as well as to give them a high idea of
that Faith which knows no distinction of race, but embraces
all the children of God in one sentiment of charity., .
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For our part, assisting in spirit at this touching ceremony,
we have involuntarily brought to mind the image of Madame
de la Peltrie,and all her love for the poor children of the

. forest, for whose salvation she would have willingly given

her life. And it has seemed to us fitting that the last Requiem
Mass, sung in that church which the pious lady had raised,
and where she now reposed, should be for the soul of an
Indian maid.

The catastrophe which we have announced as A MEMOR-
ABLE DATE was not foreshadowed by any sign of approaching
disaster.

The summer season quickly passed, and October came.
That month brings one of those days which, ina communpity.
resembles a family-gathering : it is the feast of St. Ursula,
patroness of the Order. On such occasioné, the divine Office

is chanted with the rites of first-class. High Mass is cele--

brated with solemnity; the whole church is brilliantly adorned,
and the altar glows with lights and flowers. The consecrated
virgins, who follow the banner of the far-famed princess of
Albion, are filled with rejoicing, as they contemplate that

- heavenly kingdom, where they too hope one day to follow -
the Lamb, and sing that canticle, unknown to all the other

inhabitants of the celestial Jerusalem.

But thoughts far different from these are suggested by the
date of the vigil of that festival, in 1686. It-was a Sunday,
and as such, the day formed a part of the approaching solem-
nity, doubling its splendor and its privileges. -

Let us, for 2 moment; picture the aspect of the monastery

on that memorable 20th October. It 'was not then, the Old -

"‘Monastery, but young and fresh, peacefully sheltering its

happy inmates. The previous week, in that early autumn,

had realized the warmth and loveliness of the Indian summer.

4
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Not a tree in that wide-stretching landscape, hdd yet lost the
wealth of its many-colored and bright-tinted foliage. Embo-
somed in the original forest, the monastery stood like a
country-residence; the sombre hues of its grey stone walls,
contrasting agreeably with the bright green of the still verdant
lawn in front, and the rich hues of its surroundings, To the
left, the pretty church with its heavenward-pointing spire,
gave a finish to the picture, while to the right, the rising
walls of the new building announced the enterprise -and
growing prosperity of the establishment.

Within® the choir, was assembled, on this' early Sunday
morning, the entire population of the monastery. The nuns
were there, kneeling in their stalls, while young girls, from
.the age of six to sixteen, and swarthy .faces that denote the
. forest-children of Canada,. filled the lower extremity of the
chapel. Beyond the grating, not a few pious worshippers
offered their prayers in that quiet church, rich in gilding and
tasteful architecture, where the spirit of Madame de la Peltrie
and the Venerable Marie de I'Incarnation seemed still to
dwell. Mass was nearly over. The nuns, in their long man-
tles, had lowered their veils over their faces as they retired
from the Holy Table; it was that blissful moment, the
“thanksgiving ” after Communion, when each in peace and.
.trust is wont to renew that total sacrifice of herself, implied
in her sacred vows, ',

Suddenly, a confused sound of human voices and the clang-
or of the parlor-bell, rung as by an impatient hand, startled
the peaceful congregation. Mother Superior quits her place to
-answer the unwonted summons, the import of which, in one
moment, was but too evident. Her rapid footsteps bear her
quickly through the smoke that already filled the passages,
to the extremity of the main building, where a fire had been
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. lit in the huge kitchen-chimney of those olden times.—O
terror ! the whole apartment was wrapped in flames ! '
- Promptly closing the door through which the smoke was
densely pouring, she hurries back to the chapel, and in a
voice of distress, cries out : « All is lost! The whole house
is in flames. Get to a place of safety as quickly as possible.”
That sad voice was all that broke the silence of the sacred
fane. The order was obeyed with one impulse. The pupils,
followed by the nuns, issued from the nearest door into the
. . court-yard, while the smoke and the seething flames, burst-
e ing from doors and windows, left no doubt as to the urgency
’ of this precipitate flight. The citizens who had given the first
alarm were soon joined, with shouts and lamentations, by all
the population of the city. But, with the fire, a strong wind
from the north had arisen, and the dry pine floors and par-
titions bore swxfnly forward the destroying element through
the entire length of the main-building towards the chapel
and church. Seeing the certain ruin that threatened the
whole establishment, all efforts were now directed toward
saving, at least, the vestments, the sacred relics, and the
altar-furniture, These were in part secured, with the
business papers of the .community. And yet, at what
risks ! The heroic lay-sister who was transporting the rich
reliquaries, remained, after every-one else had fled from the
danger, till, on a sudden she perceived that the flames had
left her no other egress but through the attic over the church.
She speeds her way, laden with her precious burden, and is
saved from her perilous situation by being helped down
through the windows in the roof!1

v

1—This brave Sister, whose name was Marie Montmesnil.de Ste. .
s : ile, was & native of Normandy. She lived fifty-four years after
-"““* ———--the narrow escape of penshmg by fire, related above : she was aged
. * 8L at her decease, in 1740.
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It was enough that no life was lost, although every thing
else perished. All the movables, including the annals of the
convent, valuable: books, objects of piety or of usefulness that
were almost sacred from having belonged to the Venerable
Mother or her Gompanions; all the stores and provisions, the
furniture of the school-rooms, beds and clothing, were
destroyed, as at- the first burning of the convent, in the
space of a few hours. The mew building, consisting yet of
unfinished walls, underwent the fate of the rest, though with
less damage. The out-houses were included in the destruc-
tion, with the exception of two small buildings, the bake-
-house and wgsh-house ; even these had to be unroofed, in
order to be.pr%\ﬁgd/. One small building, at the distance
of some sixty yards; stood entire ; it was the house of refuge,
left by Madame de la Peltrie, which, thirty-six years before,
had sheltered the community in similar circumstances.

“ But- who can well lmacnne the scene, when the flames
having obtained complet;e mastery, drove all the spectators to
a distance, and revelled there with all the fury of short-lived
triumph. The roof of the main building, with its cross-
surmounted cupola, had sunk, while the tossing flanfies rose
higher and brighter ; but it was on the church that all eyes

. were riveted. ' Its -wide arched windows glowed with the
furnace-heat within, when suddenly the spire was enveloped
as with a-fiery shroud. Another torrent ran from point to
point along the pine beams of the groaning roof, till the
whole gave way at the same moment with a trethendous
crash, and there remained one glowing heap of ruin§, where
an hour before had knelt devout worshippers in peaceful
adoration !

Among the,spectators of this fearful scene, 'we find three
aged nuns who, at the dead of a winter's night,. thirty-six

-
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126 GLIMPSES OF THE MONASTERY

< years before, had witnessed the destruction of the first con-<
; vent, raised on that same spot. Mother St. Athanasius, now
seventy-three years of age, Mother Ste. Croix,almest four-score,

and Mother St. Ignatius, nearly seventy, knew by sad experi-

ence what it was to be driven from their convent-home by fire.
And how dear those halls, those cells, that choir, the -

. class-rooms, the very floors where the Venerable Mother Mary
/ of the Incarnation had trod, must have been to all these her
beloved Sisters, most of whom had lived there many
years under her maternal care! It was like so many relics
doomed to destruction. But grace was not less powerful -

on this occasion than on the former. They “ who forsake
parents, or brothers and sisters, houses or lands,” to follow
their Lord, are careful not to suffer their hearts to be cap-
tivated by any thing earthly. So, when the flames had made
a holocaust of the fruit of thirty years’ economy, there was
. neither lamentation nor discouragement. At eight o’clock,
*=on that Sunday morning, the nuns, kneeling in ‘their pious
chapel, had heard the signal of alarm : at one, neither chapel
nor convent remained to shelter them or their pupils. Yet
r what they have themselves testified of their feelings in

se trying-circunistances. “ This calamity, although severe

‘Qnd unforeseen, hardly moved us, divine grace having so
thken possessmn of our hearts at that moment, when God
had given Himself to us in His Sacrament of love, that it was

not possible for us to regret the loss of earthly goods.”

Here, pity must give place to admiration. Such sentiments
tell how fully the community had imbibed the spirit of its
saintly foundress, or rather that they too were saints. None
else could be capable of such detachment..
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CHAPTER XVIII
1687-1689
RESTORATION OF THE MONASTERY

In the mean time, measﬁres were taken to shelter the
homeless Ursulines.” It had been decided, at once, that eight
would remain to vua.rd the beloved site, and to effect the
most urgent repairs, preparing the little mansion that was’
left them, to be the future resxdence of the community.

After High Mass atthe cathiedral was over, about half past
twelve, the Bishop, Monseigneut de Saint-Valier, and the

_chaplain, Father Beschefer, came to escort the others to the

* Hétel-Dieu, where they were received with the utmost cor-
diality. Entering by the hospital, they requested to be con-
ducted to the chapel, where, on bended ktfees, they entoned
the Laudate, te thank God for having accomplished His holy
Will in them, by depriving them of every thing. Then they
sang the Memobrare to the Blessed Virgin, their Mother and
principal Superior, to beg her assistance and protection.
Finally, before accepting any further rites of hospitality, they
assisted at the .holy Sacrifice, offered for them by Father
Beschefer, who had kindly delayed saying his'mass till that
hour “ in order to console them more effectually.” Happy
souls! to whom the consolations of Heaven suffice: never
will you be overcome by earthly trials !

In fact, the courage of our Ursulines seems.not to have .
faltered one instant. Their inéome during half a century e
would not have sufficed to enable them to rebuild their mon- ‘

_astery; yet, trusting in the assistance of Divine Providence,
they resolved to attempt its reconstruction, and until that * .,
’_,_"_was accomphshed;%&h—ve%her&amtdstm rmnsT“Th’—w‘éi-‘oTsT"'
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ity of friends, on evéry side, enabled them to effect the first
of these purposes; their own oeneromty in suﬁ'ermo carried
- them throuOh, the second.

. JA "Let us:g:roup a few of the incidents that have been handed
o - down to us of that period, during which our Mothers had to
AN contend with the ‘accumulated difficulties of poverty, sick-

W " ness, and destitution.
’ A part of the community, as wehave seen, had sung their

perfect act of resignation at the chapel of the Hotel-Dieu,

where they had found hospitality after that disastrous Sunday
< morning. Their kind hostesses did not forget, that the follow-
[P _ ing day was the feast of St. Ursula, and made immediate
v : preparations to have High Mass, vespers, sermon and bzne:
P , diction, in favor of their guests. The sermon proved to be a
. moving exhortation from Bishop de Saint-Valier, who after
,}” celebrating Mass for the Ursulines and giving them holy .
:? B Communion, sought, as_he said, to console himsslf, while
5 condoling with them, and. who Seemed indeed more affected

by the sad accident tbax;? they were. After such a proof of

" the delicate sentiments of the good Hospitaliéres, we are not
surprised that the two communities lived like one, reciting
their office, taking recreation, thene- meals, and servmg the
poor invalids together. .

Some of our readers may be surpnsed to hea.r that the
Ursulines were .also seen at the Chéteau St, Louis. It was
deemed proper that the Mother Superier, with some of her
Sisters, should pay her respects to the Marchioness de Denon-
ville, their gunides on the occasion being Madame de Villeray -

/ and Madame Bourdon. It is hardly necessary to say that
they were received at the Governor’s with all the kindness
“and cordiality imaginable. Taking leave of their friends, the
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Marquis de Denonville and the “Marchioness, at about five
o’clock, They proceeded to the palace of the Intendant. Here,
they were not less cordially welcomed than at the castle ; but
they had yet another call to make. Bidding adieu to Madame
Champigny, they followed the streets back to their home; and,
alighting from their carriage, they went in to wish a
« good evening ” to their Sisters, the eight who had been left
in possession of the house of Madame de la Peltrie. When
they'”at last entered the Hotel-Dieu at six o’clock, “ the
peace of the cloister seemed delightful after such-a day of
fatigue and d1s51pat10n 1

On the 7th of November, the convent of the Ursulines, .

as the hougse of Madame de la Peltrie was now styled, was
in readiness, and the exiles prepared to return. The chari-
table importunities of their kind hostesses were unavailing
to retain them longer; so, amid good wishes on the one side
and sincere protestations of lasting gratitude en the other,
they said farewell, though not without tears. Three of the
good hospital-nuns were authorized to accompany the Ursu-
lines, and visit with them the other rehaxous institutions of
the city. The walk, thus extended, took them first to the
Seminary, where the illustrious Bishop Laval lived with his
community of priests and levites, in the poverty, fervor and
simplieity of the apostolic times. Thence, they passed to the
- gardens and to the Little ‘Seminary, where the students
obtained a holiday in their honor. The cathedral came next,

then the college of the Jesuits. Finally, entering the chapel
of the Congregation, they sang an anthem to the Blessed
Virgin, and‘ continued their way, always conducted by the

Bishop, their Superior M. de Maizerets (of the Semmary) ‘

and Father Beschefer.

- 9 ‘
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The'procession had lengthened with the toad, till if re-
sembled a triumphal march. The door of their little csnvent,
at last, opened before them, and the crowd disappeared as
the nuns entered the narrow apartments provided for their
reception. The walls had not grown wider, and if partitions
had separated the lower story into a kitchen and a refectory,
the other, above, retained its full dimensions, (thirty feet by
twenty), in order to accommodate twenty-eight persons with
a dormitory. : !

A little chapel and choir had been fashioned, not in the
style of the Renaissance, but in that of the Naissance, the
grotto of the Nativity in Bethlehem. It was a small building
which had formerly served as a barn or stable. This, with'the
other “improvements ” around, seemed to move the company
more to compassion than to admiration. “ My good Sisters, I
see every thing prepared here to make you suffer,” remarked
the kind-hearted Bishop. “For our part, says the annalist,
our joy was apparent to all, so delighted were we to find
ourselves again reunited.” Ecce quam bonum et quam
jucundum habitare fratres in unumn. Yes! it is a good
and pleasant thing for brethren (or sisters) to dwell together
in unity.”

If the hour of adversity is the hour to know one’s friends,
our Mothers had reason to congratulate themselves on the
number, the liberality and devotedness of theirs. While the
smoke was yet rising from the ruins of the monastery, the
Bishop had addressed himself in their behalf to the faithful,
assembled in the cathedral for High Mass. Soon after, he
issued a circular, informing the clergy throughout the diocese
of the accident  which, he said, interested the whole country,
and was of itself sufficient to excite their parishioners,

.
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through gratitude and affection, To render all the assistance
in their power towards repairing the disaster.”

For his part, he contributed, at once, three thousand francs ;
and, during his absence in .JFrance, he pleaded the cause of
his afflicted daughters so efficaciously. that the annals name
him as their chief benefactor in the re-establishment of their
monastery. The Marquis de Denonville’s first offering was a
thousand francs; whilé the Marchioness made it her duty
to go from door to door through the city, collecting for her
dear Ursulines, $0 whom she brought daily, with her sympa-
thy, the fruit of her charity.

The Fathers of the Society of Jesus, after their first offering
of a thousand franes, donated, for five or six times that value,
in goods and provisions. The members of the Seminary
and the Intendant contributed with equal generosity The
citizens of Quebec, and the principal families thi‘oughout the
country, gave aid according to their means. The Ursulines of
Paris and the other houses of the Order, the relatives of the
nuns there, especla,lly the LeMaire family, and the de Fle-
celles, again, on this occasion, as in 1651-52, sent liberal
sums to the poor Ursulines in Canada.

The winter passed away in providing the most needful .

articles of clothing, and in plying diligently the needle in
such dainty embroidery as would bring, by its sale, some
profits to lessen the necessity for daily alms.

Early in spring, the labors of rebuilding were commenced,
under the skilful direction of Father F. Raffeix S. J., while
the.nuns invited to their humble chapel the little girls of
the city for the instructions of the first Commupnion.” As

" soon as the snow commenced to disappear, they made prepa-

rations for opening a class for day-pupils, by putting up a sort
of shed, near the spot where lately stood that precious memo-
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rial of the past, the “old ash-tree.” ! This was no sooner in
readiness than fifty or sixty pupils assembled, and the Ursu-
lines found labor congenial to their profession.

But, as the adage tells : “ Misfortunes never comme single.”
1If already the heat of summer rendered their narrow lody-
ings most uncomfortable, what would it be in sickness 2 A
contagious malady, the measles, was raging in the city.
After attacking the pupils, it fell upon the teachers, and it
was necessary to have aninfirmary. A small building, serving -
.as a wash-house, was forthwith accommodated for this pur-
pose, and thither the sick were removed and attended, till
nearly the whole community had paid tribute to the unwel-
<come visitor. The month of September brought with it the
mwortal illness of .the venerable Mother Cecile de la Croix,
mow seventy-eight years of age. Her vigorous constitution

" had enabled her to bear a large share of the hardships of the

foundation in the early times, and to continue her services
forty-eight years, edifying the comwunity by her humility,ber
charity, and her fidelity to all the observances of the religious
dife. The offices that she regarded with dread, were those of
assistant-superior and mistress of novices, to which she was
~.called more than once, and for which she was well qualified,
in every one’s opinion but her own. She loved far better to
.be employed at the extern school, where the poorest of the
.children were her special delight. “ In short,says the annalist,
she was a true Ursuline.”

1—-That veherable relic of the primitive forest was still a magni-
ficeut tree at the 20Uth anniversary of the ioundation of the con-
vent (1839). It lost one of its principal branches a few years later,
‘and, finally, in the month of August, 1868, was laid prostrate by a

.storm.
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The ardors of a burning fever consumed what little remained

of her strength, while during three weeks she was attended |

in that miserable hovel, with love and boundless compassion.
It is the survivors we most pity, when for the bier of their
beloved Mother, they could find no better place than the porch
of that poor little chapel, no more fitting locality for her:
grave than the ruins of their former-lovely choir! To add to.
the sadness of the burial ceremony, a heavy autumuaﬂf rain
came pouring its waters over the funeral cottege, as they

bore the dear remains across the open court to the last resting-

place of the dead.
The generous resignation wn:h Whlch t.he nuns had accepted

the affliction sent them in the ‘burnmo of their monastery,
seems to have extended its soothing influence to this whole- -

petiod of privation and suffering. “ During this year, says
the annalist, in order to second the designs of divine Provid-
ence over us, each one strove to advance in virtue by the
practice of mortification and penance. Daily prayers and
thanksgivings were offered to God for the succor and aid He
sent us, as well as to implore His protection for our bene-
factors. Among other prayers, the Litanies of the Saints
were recited every day, with the suffrages marked for the’
Rogation-days. The anniversary of the conflagration, the 20th
October, was a day of special devotion and fervor. In the

'mornmo there was oeneral communion ; in the afternoon, we

went around the ruins in procession, singing the Litany of
the Blessed Virgin, our Mother and Protectress. Our hopes

bave not been confounded, for our good Mother has so -

watched over us that even in our greatest distress, we have

never been reduced to want for the necessaries of life.”
Meanwhile the busy scene presented by the plyers of the

trowel, the plane, and the hammer, at their respective

r
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occupations, gave hopes of better days. In November, the new
building 1, finished as to the exterior, offered one large hall,
ready to be occupied. This was at once devoted to the use
of the pupils,the aunals marking with characteristic-precision,

- that “tweélve months and nineteen days after their accident,

they were enabled to admit boarders again.”

During the winter, the workmen continued their labors in
the interior of the building with such success, that on the
18th of May (1688), the house was solemnly blessed, and
dedicated to the Holy Familyl. On the following day, the -
nuns were occupied in removing to their new apartments.
It must have been a joyful exchange to them, especially to
see the thirteen most aged among them provided with cells
for their nightly rest, instead of a narrow space measured off
by inches in a common dormitory. -

The humble temporary chapel, after serving for Mass °
" and the divine Office during eighteen months, after Wit~
nessing the profession of a fervent novice, Miss Jusche-
reau, and the funeral of the venerable Mother Ste. Croix, the
renovation of vows, and the exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament several times, was abandoned for the large hall 2,

° already mentioned, in the lower story of the new building.

The restoration of the main building, which gave another
chapel, with the aDpartments necessary for regular observance:

3 —

1—This wing, 60 French feet by 25, was destined as a habitation
for the nuns ; the pupils occupied the ‘large hall” only till the
next spring (May), when they removed to the apartments which
the nuns then quitted, in the house of Madame de la Peltrie.
' 2_This apartment, beneath the commg_nity«hall,which served
- a8 & chapel thirteen months, has become historical since its occu-
pation by General Murray for the sessions of his couneil, mili
and civil, in 1759, Later, it was occupied as a lauudry or clothes-
_room, until 1875. )
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community-hall, refectory, infirmary, additional cells, &c.,
was accomplished in the course of the same year (1688).
The ancient choir was rebuilt and divided into class-rooms
for the boardersin 1689 1, and this permitted the house of
Madame de la Peltrie to be occupied again as a school for the

1—This building, as reconstructed in 1689,served for class-rooms,
refectory, &c., for the boarders until 1834, when new apartments

“having been provided for them by an additional story the whole

length of the main building, the old classes were occupied by the
half-boarders. In 1874 this old building was demolished and replaced
by another, of greater dimensions and four stories high,
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GLIMPSES OF THE MONASTERY 3

BOOK II > E

DURING SEVENTY YEARS—1689-1759

‘ CHAPTER I 4
| : 1689 3

CLOSE OF THE FIRST HALF-CENTURY

The events we have had to record thus far have pre-
sented enough of «life’s chequered scenes ” to prove that
this edifice, destined to be lastixig? had for its firm foundation
the sacred Wood of the Cross. The monastery, newly restored
after a second burning, again sheltered the cloistered family,
who felt they had much to be thankful for in the past, much )
to hope from the protecting care of Providence in the future.
In their recent misfortune, they had experienced prompt and
generous sympathy ; all classes of society rejoiced to see the °
convent not only rebuilt, but enlarged . The church, alone,
had not risen from its ruins.

v

~

1—The wing, called “ La Sainte-Famille,” had been extended
towards the south-west, 30 feet by 38: It joined the main-building, . e
affording a kitchen and’ its dependencies, an infirmary, etc. The .
corner-stone was laid on the 19th July, 1687, by Mademoiselle de Cos
Denonville, then a boarder, daughter of the Governor of the Colony, - ‘
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The date of this restoration, moreover, coincided with the
o fiftieth anniversary of the arrival of the first Ursulines in
Canada. - )

The communify numbered now thirty-four members ; ten
: others, incly_di’n'g the three fourfdresses, had, during that
space of time, passed to their reward.
o No other year in those early times seems to have been so .
fertile in vocations for the cloister, as 1689. Twice the
touching ceremony of «taking the veil,” was witnessed in
L. -* the temporary chapel beneath the present community-hall,
On both occasions, Bishop Saint-Valier oﬁiciaced, assisted by
i his clergy and some of the Fathers of the Society of Jesus.
s The Marquis de Denonville, the Intendant, and their suite:
were also present, the new us,”_being Miss
Elizabeth d’Ailleboust and Miss Lomse-Rose de Lanaudiére,

SN, henceforth known as Mother Marie de la Croix and Mother

- St. Catherine. . ’
e After the ceremony was over, the company were further )
“ gratified by being allowed to/Visit the fmterior of the -

monastery; those cells Whlch/WIth their humble furniture,
bare walls, and narrow dogr with wooden lateh, still excite
- the curiogx,i(y‘, or admiration of the rare visitors permitted to
behold them ; that community-hall, with its deep-channelled
- oaken Wamscot its plain bénches around, instead of chairs,
wearing yet much the same aspect as it did two hundred
years ago. Of the refectory and chapel, we shall soon
have fprtﬂer occasion to speak. So well did the company
enjoy the treat, that it was almest six o’clock before the
cloistered grounds, the park and gardens, had regamed their °
wonted look of repose and quietude. The good nuns consoled

" themselves with the thought that their cloister weuld not
- long be thus infringed. upon, their little chapel with the
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nesgfor divine service,

Four other young ladies, at the early age of fifteen and
sixteen, embalm the new novitiate with the fragrance of their
noble sacrifice, before the close of that fiftieth year under
.consideration. These novices were the Misses Marie-Anne
Robineau 1, de Becancour, Marie Madeleine Gauthier de
Comporté, Marie-Madeleine Drouard and Jeanne Chorel,

* On another page of our old record, mention is made of the
episcopal visit, which terminates to the mutual satisfaction
of the Frelate and his spiritual daughters. At,the close of
the visitation the -sacrament of confirmation was conferred
upon a postulant and about twenty of the boarders, among
whom were several little Indian girls. On the 23rd of June,
the holy Sacrifice was offered for the last time in the tempo-
rary chapel under the community-hall, after which the Blessed
Sacrament was borne, in ceremony, to the new chapel at the

pa/rt:;}stined to the use of the publie, being nearly in readi-
es

across the grounds through a winding avenue, bordered with
young fir-trees and strewed with flowers. The nuns, bearing

1—Miss Robineau, of Bécancour, daughter of Baron René Robi-
neau, Officer of the Regiment of Turenne, Chevalier of the Order
of St. Michael. Her mother belonged to the ancient and noble family
LeNeuf de la Potherie. 3

Miss Gauthier de Comporté, daughter of P. Gauthier, Sieur de
Comporté, and Grand Prévost of Quebec. Her sister, Marie-Anne
de Comporté, made profession five years later. :

Miss Drouard, of Quebec, took the nameé of Mother St. Michael, at
the age of fifteen, and lived to the age of. eighty-two.

Miss Chorel de St. Romain was soon joined in the novitiate by her
sister Marie-Frangoise, who was the first to bear the name of Moth&
Marie du Sacré-Coeur (1693). '

2—The chapel here mentioned occupied the south-west end of
the main building, with the adjoining apartment to serve as the
choir, precisely as it had been arranged in the earlier times, before
the building of a church by Madame de la Peltrie.

other extremity of the building2 The procession moved,
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lighted tapers, led the way, followed by the boarders in
holiday attire. The clergy preceded the Bishop, who bore
" with careful step the sacred ciborium, while the hymn Pange
lingua, and the anthem, O sacrum convivium, gave
expression to the sentiments of piety and devotion which
animated their hearts. The first mass celebrated in that little
sanctuary, destined to witness during thirty-four years, the
fervor, the rejoicings, the alarms, and the trials of the Ursu-
lines, was on the feast of St. John the Baptist, 1689.
Long since has that_chapel ceased to witness the celebra-
“tion of the sacred mysteries. Its original destination is but a
picture of the fancy, evoking the records of the past. Let us
turn, then, to other memorials of those early times, witnesses
to the piety of our first nuns, whxch are still in good preser-
vation. ’ .
.Such of our readers as have ever made the convent their

. abode, have not failed to notice the ancient statues to which

we a.llude ; they are, apparently, the guardians of the “ House
of Jesus.” .

_ On the 7th of December of that jubilee year, 1689, the
1macve of the Immaculate Virgin was transported,to its sculp-
tured and gilded niche, at the entrance of the community:
hall. Another, of St. Joseph, was placed, with the same plefy,
on the second landing of the great stairway in the centre of
the building, known as « St. Augustine’s stairs.” The whole
community walked in procession, singing hymns, while the
stands, covered with flowers, on which the statues weré
p]aced were borne to their respective stations i

How many times, during the space of two centuries, has the
“sight of those statues been to the inhabitants of the cloister,

the signal of a quick thought sent winged te heaven; here,
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by an Ave Joseph, there, by a Tota pulchra es to the Virgin
full of grace and beauty! And how can werecall the memory
of our ancient Mothers,never too poor to find means to manifest
their tender piety towards God and His Saints, withou beiqg"
moved by a generous impulse to follow closely in ghéir foot-
steps, emulating the holy examples they have left\gs’

Yet all was not br{ght and peaceful in that year, 1689. In )
the history of Canada, with all its pages of terror ard war- . ¥

fare, there are none darker with anxiety. The country seemed- . ¥
indeed on the brink of a total ruin. The Iroquois, far from : R “
. being weakened or “disheartened by the long war they had s

" waged against the French and the allied Indian tribes, rose
bolder-and more aggressive after each encounter. The envi-

" zons of Montreal were infested with straggling bands of the U
blood-thirsty foe. We shall not here revive the gloomyﬁpic-
ture of the massacre of Lachinel, and the other feats of ‘ .
savage prowess, which réndered the year too sadly memor- . .
able ; but ‘opening that old parchment-bound volume, our L
guide in revisiting the scenes of by-gone days, let us see what

record of passing events is there inscribed. ' s
A few days after the attack upon Lachine, the annalist - S
writes: : ' . e
2

« A terrifying report reached us that Three Rivers had -
been laid in blood and ashes by the Iroguois; who were
ravaging all the country around. The news proved false, but
a letter from the Governor, the Marquis de Denonville,

1—1In-the year 1689, the Iroquois made a fearful onslaught upon
the Island of Montreal with 1400 warriors. Shocking barbarities
were perpetrated on this occasion, which is known in Canadian
history as the «* Massacre de Lachine.” Within the brief space of
one hour about 200 persons were cruelly butchered, and about the
same number carried off to be subjected to captivity and torture.
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received later, gave undoubted information that he had fifteen
or sxxteem hundred Iroquois to contend against; whilst
another party, accompanied by two hundred English colonists,
were waiting to fall upon Three Rivers and the other habita.
tions. This news caused the greatest consternation at Quebec,
there being only two hundred ahd forty men in the city
capable of bearing arms.

« Major Prévost resolved to do all in his power to fortify
the place. A fort was erected so near the monastery that the
palisade passed through the court yard and garden. Sentinels

“were placed on guard at different stations -in the city, and a

patrol made the rounds day and night.

« Figure to yourself, continues the annalist, a city without
walls or gates, whose inhabitants have gone to defend
another place. But we have put our confidence in Him who
alone can deliver us from the impending evils. For this

.reason we offer our prayers incessantly to implore the Divine

protection. If God be for us, we have nothing to fear, but if
left to our own resources, we are lost. This great tribulation
excites every one to penitence. There are daily processions
and other acts of piety, to appease the wrath of God, irritated
by the sins of His people. Oun the feast of St. Augustine,
we commenced the following devotions, for the preservation
of the country, the humiliation of the Iroquois, and the general
welfare of all classes of society :

1° A Weekly communion to be offered for these intentions.

2v The anthem, O salutaris, sung at mass after the eleva-
tion, and the Salve Regina, after Matins. ° '

3% Five of the community, named each week, will offer
prayers for the same intentions, as follows. Two will say the
Office of the Immaculate Conception before the Blessed
Sacrament ; two others, the Office of St. Joseph ; a lay-sister-
will say nine times the Gloria Patri and Ave Marig. ALl

4
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- the other penitential‘afcés;ﬁ%i&’gqod works of the community f
will be offered for the same ends. These practices of piety )
are to be continued the whole year.” . 3

Evidently, our nuns were not idle spectators of the state .
of public affairs. Like Moses on the Mount, they had recourse ) Lk
to prayer, while their brethren battled with the enemy: we 4
know that, of old, the victory depended more on the prayer™
of-Moses than on the valor of the Israelites. The Ursulines,
in fact, had need, not only of pious zeal, but of courage also,
for the enemy would not always be at a distance.

CHAPTER II
1690
THE ALARMS OF WAR

When in the security of the present day, one surveys at
leisure the magnificent panorama of the fertile and cultivated _
valley of the St. Lawrence, its scattered cottages and hamlets,
peacefully nestling along the borders of the primeval forest;

_its thriving towns, reposing fearless of an enemy ; the old
Citadel of Quebec dismantled and its batteries at rest, it
may not be an easy matter to bring to mind that far dlﬁ'erent
. .picture it presented in by-gone days.

The occasional apparition of an Indian in his charactenstm
costume, may recall to mind those times when the whole
land was peopled with a brave but savage race; that has
now almost totally disappeared, and we think of the terror
the name of the Iroquois once inspired. The sight of the

English flag reminds us also of a terrible crisis, and we con-
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trast the present security and happiness of the country with
‘ the formers tern and fearful realities of war and blood-shed.
The Ursulines had their share in the consternation which
: the name of the Indian and the Englishman, in turn, excited.
That old volume of the annals seems, even now, to shudder
Lo in the recital it makes of the siege of Quebec, in 1690.

. Our readers will follow with interest the events already
known to them by history, but which take the colorﬁnc of
actuality as our annalist describes the scenes of which she
was an eye-witness,, . -

°

“QOn the 7th October, she writes, news was received that
an English fleet of thirty-four vessels was approaching to
take possession of the country. Already, on the second of the
month, the enemy was in sight at Malbaie. This news created
' . great alarm. Quebec could offer no resistance, there being
o no soldiers in’ the ecity, and but two hundred male citizens.
The Governor, with all the troops, had gone te“Montreal to
-defend that place against the Iroquois. A canoe was des-
patched lmmedlately to carry him the tidings of this new...
-danger.

“ In the mean tlme Major Prévost worked at the fortifica-
tions. Batteries were mounted in the Lower Town, the streets
- , were barricaded, the inhabitants of the environs were called
. upon to aid in the defence. There was a deliberation about send-
' ing the two communities of nuns to Montreal; but as no boats
7 could be procured, it was decided we should go to Lorette.
Four of us were to be sent to make preparations for the rest ;
then, as soon as the 'enemy’s sails should be in sight, the
others were to follow. A place of concealment was contrived
in the cellar, where we stowed away our linen, stuffs, &e.
We commenced a novena to the Holy Angels and to St.

- . Y - . o~
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Joseph, the patron of the country, having mass said every
day in his honor, seeking in every way to appease the Divine
justice and to obtain the favor of God for the country.

“Qur prayers were accepted ; contrary winds were sent,
so that in nine days the enemy’s vessels did notadvance as
much as they might have done in half a day. When the

fleet reached Quebec, which was on the morning of the 16th .

Odtober, the city was prepared, having for its defence two
thousand men, including the troops recalled from Montreal
under Count de Frontenac, and the Canadian militia, under
M. de Callieres. The same day, the English captain sent a
herald to summon the Governor to surrender. According to
the insolent terms of the letter, not ouly the fort, arms, am-
munition and stores, were to be delivered up, but all the
inhabitants of the city were to surrender at discretion. One
hour only was offered for deliberation.

“The Governor immediately gave the answer they deserved,
namely : ¢ That God would not favor those who were traitors
to their king ! and their religion, and that he had ne answer
to give them, but by the mouth of his cannon.” The herald
was dismissed without further ceremony and the next day
the firing from the fleet-commenced. On the 18th, a part of
the English troops landing at Beaupert; there was a skirmish
Jbetween them and the French militia, witha loss for the
enemy. -

«“ The following days the cannonade was renewed, but
with less effect. On the first day, a cannon-ball burst through
a window-shutter and sash, and finally lodged at the bedside

* 1-=It will be remembered that James II had been driven from-
his kingdom, and William III called in to take his place on the
throne of England.
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of one of our boarders ; another passed through the apron of
one of our sisters, carrying off the piece. Other balls fell in
the garden, the parks and the court-yards, but, by the pro-
tection of Heaven, no person was injured. Our house was
crowded with people, and the externat (house of Mme de la

Peltrie) was filled with furniture and merchandise, pla.eed '

there for greater security. The boarders’ department, thg
classes for the Indian girls, the refectory and novitiate, with
our three cellars, were filled with the people of the eity,
women and children, so that we could hardly pass to and
from our kiteia‘én, but took our food standing, and in haste,
like the Israelites when they ate the Paschal lamb.
- “ We passed the first night before the Blessed Sacrament,
in prayer. The following nights, some took a little rest in
the sacristy, others in their cells, remaining dressed, awaiting
death at any moment. We had placed in the choir the
statues of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, before which a taper was
kept burning, while some of ifie Sisters were constantly
praying shere, - We lent, on this occasion, our painting of
the Holy Family, to be exposed on the steeple of the Cathe-
dral, to bear witness that it was under their holy patronage
that we were combating the enemy.

“ Having attempted, in vain, to take the city by assault
on the side of the Little River (the St. Charles), where they

were vigorously r%‘lsed by our (,anadxans the enemy -

retreated to their danfaged ships.”
-This was on the 21st of October.

The evil fortune of the invaders pursued them still, during
their perilous navigation homeward. Several of their ships
'vg'ere lost, and hardships incredible,. fromfwant of food and

the inclemency of the weather, attended the squadron to the
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»

port of Boston, which they entered only six Weeks after
losing sight of Quebec.

« The retreat of the enemy left the country in great Joy
The people sought to manifest their gratitudguto Heaven,
acknowledging they had no part in the vietory, but that it
was God’s right Hand that had delivered us. For this end,
the Bishop of Quebec ordered a procession to be made, in
thanksgiving. The image of the Blessed Virgin was borne
successively to the four churches, ending at the cathedral,

where the Te Deum was sung. In the evening there were

bonfires. Moreover, our prelate has decided that the chapel
which is to be built in the Lower Town, shall bear the title
of OUR LADY oF VICTORY, in fulfilment of a vow made to
' thls effect. Every year, the ‘fourth Sunday of October will

be a commemorative feast; there will be a procession in

honor of the Blessed Virgin on the samé day.”

_Our readers know with what fidelity and fervor this anni-
versary is still celebrated. Happy the country that has
marked its calendar by such festivals, which are kept after

two centuries, in the spirit of their founders! «

Not to interrupt her narration, our cloistered historian has -

reserved for another page her record of the festival of St.
Ursula. It is in keeping with the spirit of those primitive
- times. The city was besieged by an enemy, the roar of their
cannon, at various hours of the day, was heard so near that
the balls rattled upon the roof and walls of thé monastery.
The danger was so real that the Blessed Sacrament was
removed from the tabernacle; nevertheless the nuns sang
their first vespers. The Breviary Office could not be recited,
because their books had been’ stowed away with whatever

* else they held most precious; but in order not to defraud

R
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Heaven of their dccustomed tribute of prayer, they gave an
hour more to meditation. On the festival, the Bishop was in
their chapel to say mass and give them communion. At two
o'clock P. M. they took their accustomed places in the choir to
listen devoutly to a sermon, with the expectation that at four,
a great battle would take place within sight of their windows.

The preacher (M. de la Colombiére), after a panegyric
of the virgin martyrs, seized the occasmn to exhort his
hearers to similar intrepidity in the approachmo danger, con-

" gratulating them on the happiness of being called to follow
so closely the footsteps of their illustrious patroness. He con- *

cluded his exhortation in this pathetic style, when the Bishop
entoned that plaintive chant, “ Maria Mater gratie...Et
mortis kord suscipe,” with such feeling that the good nuns
might have believed their last hour had come. It is easy to
imagine with what sentiments they received the blessing of
our Lord during the Benediction service, at which the pre-
late officiated, closing the festal solemnity just as the roar of
artillery recommenced.

Later, it was known that this last cannonade of the enemy
was but a feint to cover their vetreat, which they effected
with great precipitation during the night. When the report
of this victory reached the court of France, the conduct of

Frontenac, and that of the officers and men under his com- .

mand, was s6 highly appreciated, that the king ordered a
medal to be struck in commemoration of the event.

Some of our readers may_have seen this medal: it bears.

the following mofto :.
KEBECA LIBERATA, MDCXC; and on the other side:

FRANCIA “IN NOVO ORBE ,vm’rmx.—-:-debec delivered, 1690,

France victorious in the New World. '

£
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CHAPTER III :
1695 - a
" . MOTHER DE FLECELLES OF ST. ATHANASIUS

PARISIAN NUNS

Early in the history of the Monastery, we meet with the
name of Mother St. Athanasius: our Ven. Mother Mary of
the Incarnation, her contemporary, Pas left us an apprgciation
of her merit, in terms of the highest praise.

Called to govern the community during eighteen years,
and to edify it by her virtues through her long career of
more than half a century, her memory is still .fresh among

’ /us, and is ever cherished with gratitude, esteem, and affection.
~ Inreading of the vocation of Mother Mary of the Incarna-
tion, we are struck with the conviction that divine Provi-
dence had prepared her in a special manner for her work;
that, truly, the trials and the toils of preceding years were
her « novitiate for Canada.”

But such was not the case with Mother St. Athanasius.
In her youth, she was the favored child -of fortune, as well
as of nature. Her family: the de Flecelles, held a distin-
guished rank, even in the polished circles of .P’earisiagﬁociety. .

Margaret, the pearl of that noble house, was placéd, at an
early age, in the boarding-schoél of the Ursuline convent in-
the Faubourg St. Jacques, (Paris), an institution then
recently founded by Madame de Ste. Beuve, yet already

: flourishing and enjoying the highest reputation. Here, her rare
talents were cultivated with success, at the same time that
the excellent qualities of her heart were developed and forti-

fied by the religious instructions and pious examples of her
teachgrs.' Cheerful and good-hmored, mode%t and obliging,
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"ornament as she might have been its idol, she did not suffer

" to be visited by a season of desolation, as dark as it was trying.

. completely than ever to his mercy. “ Though He slay me,

_— resolves to do still more for Him, whose Hand presses so
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graceful and engaging in her manners, the youthful Margaret
was a general favorite, while the solidity of her judgment,
her sincere and unaffected piety, enchained the hearts of her
friends in the lasting bonds of esteem and affection>

Returning to the bosom of her family, fitted to become its

her soul to be fettered by the silken cords of love and ease.
She had heard the voice of grace, calling her to a life of
self-abnegation and devotedness to the good of souls.

Waiting only to obtain the consent of her worthy parents,
she hastened to present herself, at the age of seventeen, to
the Superior of the Ursulines, in the same convent whére -
she had received her education. Admitted to that novitiate
where all was fervor, she pronounced her vows after two
years — the usual period of probation—and continued her ,
course with fresh ardor, aiming at the highest perfection. b
Already seven years had quickly passed away in the service
of Him who has said that His “yoke is easy and His burden
light,” when the little missionary band, destined for Quebec,
received hospitality in the “ Grand Couvent ” of Paris.

Mother Margaret of St. Athanasius does not appear to
have been‘attracted by the sight of the Christian heroines to
seek to share their enterprise, as were others of the commu-
nity. No! her vocation to Canada, like that of her call to
religion, was one of pure generosity, unaided by the sensible
attraction f any special grace. God had permitted her soul

In this interior conflict, the precis'é nature of which is not
-stated, the faithful spouse of Jesus abandons her fate more

yet will I trust in Him,” said holy Job. The pious Ursuline
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heavily upon her breaking heart. She feels inspired with et ;
a heroic resolution, and vows to offer herself to her superior, z
to be sent to that little convent, devoted to the savage 3
tribes in Canada. So generous an act obtained its imme- B
diate reward, in that “peace of the soul which passeth e
*understanding. ” A strength, unknown to her before, C 4

fortified her will, and urged her to fulfil her engagement, . .
sacrificing a second time her family and friends, with the '
Mother and Sisters scarcely less dear of that second home,

where she had hoped to pass the remainder of her days.

Such was the first vigorous step of Mother St. Athanasius in

the rugged path to which she had committed herself.

Let us now introduce the amiable companion Providence .
«  had prepared for her, Mother Anne Le Bugle of St.-Clare, ) -
. In her vocation, unlike Mother St. Athanasius, she is borne :
on the wings of a holy ardor, and deems the happiness to be.
chosen for the mission, lightly bought at the price of a final.
separation from her beloved parents and her community.
Her heart is so consumed with zeal for the salvation of the
benighted heathen of America, that she feels no longer
bound by earthly ties; and we are forced to sympathize with
her weeping parents more than with herself, when they at.
last, “for God’s sake,” as she had entreated, consent to let
her depart. .
Then she casts herself with an utter abandon into the arms
+ of divine Providence, without solicitude for the present or
alarm for the fature. On her voyage, every, thing turns out_
for the best : the ocean is always calm, the sea-breeze ever
proves * mild and refreshing.” As'she nears the shore, “a
" clear sky is overhead; verdant groves and lovely flowers rejoice
__her sight.” They reach Quebec, at the end of two months,
(1540) without accident and she hastens to share the -poverty



T
¥

e A Pt aes
. [
B

shew L, s

152 GLIMPSES OF THE MONASTERY

and privations of that little convent on the beach in the
Lower Town 1, Tt has a "poor chapel which to her * looks

devout ;” within, she finds a “ sweet solitude ” where, with
“ most amiable and saintly Sisters,” she lives in “ wonderful
peace and union.” Her cheerfulness and filial trust in God
fitted her for the trials of life, like the reed that, bending to
the wind, is never crushed by the storm. This commencement

. 'was but a presage of the edification which the life of Mother

St. Clare afforded, serving her Master, as she had resolved,
with her whole heart, till he called her to her rewald thirty-
six years later (1677).

The arrival of these beloved Pansw.n Mothers, seems to :

have been highly providential for the little convent of Quebec.
It obtained the powerful aid and protection of that monastery,
the mother-house of the Congregation of Paris, which being
of older date than that o