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THL CIIGRCIL

The Church, asat first constituted, presents
interesting and beawtiful aspeets. [ was
not a forced and arbitrary, but free spontanc-
ous union. 1t grew out of the principles and
feelings of huwan nature.  Our nature is

social.  We cannot live alone.  We cannot
shut up any wreat feeling in our hearts,  We
seck for others to partake it with us. The

full soul finds at once relief and strensth in
sympathy. This is especially true in religion,
the most social of all onr sentiments, the ouly
universal bond on ewrth.  in this law of our
nature, the Christian Church had its ovigin.
Christ did not establish it in 2 formal way.
If you consult the New Testanient, you do not
find Jesus or his apostles selting about the
task of forming an artificial organization of
the first disciples, Read in the book of Acts,
the simple, touching navrativesof the unionof
the first converts.  They were of one heait
and one soul.  They could not be kept asun-
der. The new tuth elted them in one
mass; knit them into one body. In fheir
mutual love, they could not withold from one
another their possessions, but hadall things in
common.  HBlessed unity ! a type of that
oneness and harmony which a purer Christi-
anity Is to spread throngh all nations. Among
those early converis, the most gifted and en-
lightened were chosun tobe teachers in public
assemblies, To these assemblies the brother-
hood repaired with eageruess, to hear exposi-
tions ol the new faith, to strengihen one an-
other’s loyalty to Christ, and to he open wil-
nessesof him in the world,  Tn their meetings
they were left very much to follow the usages
of the synagogue, in which they had been
brought up; so little did’ Chiistianity trouble
itself about forms. THow simple, how natural
this agsociation ! Tt is no mystery. 1t grew
out of the plainest wants of the human heart.
The religions sentiment, the spivit of love
towards God and man, awakened alresh by
Christ, eraved for a new union through which
to find uticrance and strength.  And hall
this chureh union, the growil of the Christian
spirity and so plainly subordinate to it, usurp
ifs place or in any way detract from its sole
sufliciency, from its supreme unrivalied glory 2

The chureh, aceording to s tme tea and
purpose, is an association of sincere, genu-
ne followers of Christ 3 and at first, this idea
was, in a good degree vealized, “The primi-
tive disciples were drawn to Christ by con~
viction. They el togeiher and confessed
him, not from usage, fashion or educaticn, hut
in opposition {o all these. In that age, pro-
fession and practice, the form and the spirit,
the realily and the oulward signs of religion
wenl together.  But with the growth of the
chureh, its fife declined; its greal idea was
obscured ; the name remained,and somelimes
little more than the name, It is a vemarka-
ble fact, that the very spirit to which Christi-
anity is most hostile, the passion for power,
dominion, pomp, and pre-eminence, struck ifs
deepest roots in the church,  The church he-
came the very stronghold of {he Tusts and
viees, which Christianity most abhors.  Ae-
cordingly, its history is one of the most
melancholy records of past times. It is sad
enough to read the blood-stained annals of
worldly empires 3 but when we see the spirit-
ual kingdom of Christ a prey for ages lo
nsurping popes, prelales, or sectarian chiefs,
inflamed with bigotry and theological hate
and the lust of rule, and driven by these fires
of hell to grasp the temporal sword, to per-
seeute, torfure, imprison, butcher their breth-
ren, to mix with and embitter national wars,
and to convulse the whole Christian world,
we expetience a deeper gloom, and are more
tempted {o despair of our race. History has
not a darker page, than thal which records
the persecutions of the Albigenses, or the
horrors of the inquisition, And when we
come {o later times, the chwreh wears any-
thing rather than holiness inscribed on her
front. How melancholy fo 2 Christian, the
history lately given us by Ranke, of the re-
action of Catholicism against Protestantism,
Throughout, we see the ceclesiastical powers
resorting to force as the grand instrument of
conversion ; thus proving their alliance not
with heaven, butwith carth and hell.  1f we
take broad views of the chwrch in any age or
land, how seldom do we see the prevalence of
true sanctity ! How many of its ministers

preach for hucre or display, preach what they
do not believe, or deny their dactrines in thelr
tives 2 How many congrepations are there
made wp in 4 great degiee of worldly men
and women, who repair to the house of God
from usizre, or foi proprieiy’s sake, or from
@ vague notion of being saved, not from thiist
for the divine spirit, not fiom a fulness of
heart, which lones to pour itself forth in
prayer and praise 7 Sueh is the Churcl. We
are apt, indeed, to make it an abstiaction,
or o separate it in our thoughts fiom the in-
dividuals whio compose it; and thus it be-
comes o us a holy thing, and we ascribe to it
strange powers.  Theologians speak of it as
i unity, 2 mighfy whole,one and the samein
Inall agess and in this way the imaginition
is cheated into the idea of it marvellous sane-
tiy and grandewr. Bat we must seperate he-
tween the theory or the purpese of the chureh,
and its actual state. When we eome down
10 facts, we sce it to be not a mvsterons., in-
mutable unity, but 2 collection of fluctuatinge,
divided, wa ding individualss who bring into

i, 100 alten, hearts and hands any thing but |
Painful as it ig, we must sce things as|

pure,
they are § and so doing, we cannot but be
struck with the fufinite ahsurdity of axcribing
to such a church mysterious powers, of sup-
posing that it can confer holiness on its mem-
hurn:, or that the civeumstance of being joined
to it is of the least moment in compurison
with purity of heart and life.

Purity of heart and life, Christ’s spirit of
tove towards God and man s thisis all in all.
This is the only essential thing, ‘The church
Is tmportani only as it ministers to this, and
every churel which so ministers, is a good
one, no matter how, when or where it grew
upy ne maltes whether it worship on knees or
on its feet, or whether its mintsters ave or-
dained by pope, bishop, preshyter, or people 5
ﬂl.(SSO are secondary things, i of no compar-
ative moment.  The chureh which opens on
heaven, is that, and that only, in which the
spirit of heaven dwells.  The chureh whose
worship tises to God’s car, is that and that
ouly, where the soul ascends.  No matler
whether it be gathered in cathedral or barn
whether it sit in silence or send up a hymn;
whether the minister speak from earcfully
prepaved notes, or fiom mmediate, forvent,
wrepressible sugrestion,
:u_nl Jesus Christbe weleomed to the sout, and |
his insiructions be meekly and wisely heard,
and the solemn purpose grow up {o do all
duty amidst all conflict, sacrifice, and tenpiu-
tion, then the true end of the chureh is an-
swered.
God, the gate of heaven

In these remarks, T do not mean that atl
churches are of equal worth.

and purposes of Christianity, to the simple
usages of the primitive disciples, and {o the
principles of human pature. Al lave their
superstitions and corruptions, bul some are
more pure than therest ; and we are bound to
seek that which is purest, which corresponds
most with the divinewill.  As far as we have
power 1o select, we should go to the church
where we shall be most helped to hecome de-
vout, disenierested, and morally strong.  Ounr
salvation, however, does not depend “on our
finding the best church on eavth, for this may
be dislant or unknown, Amidst diversitics
of administrations, there is the same spirit
In all religions societics professing Chyist as
their Lord, the plainest, grandest truths of re-
ligion will alimost cerlainly be taught, and
some souls may be found fouched and enlight-
ened from above. This is a plain, undeniahlc
fact.  Tn all seels, various as they are, good
and holy men may be found ; nor can we tell
in which the holiest have grown up, The
chureh than answers its end in all 3 for its
only end is to minister 1o human virtue. It
is delightful to read in the records of all de-
nominations the lives of eminent Christians,
who have given up every thing for their re-
ligion, who have been faithful unto death,
who have shed around them the sweel light
and fragranee of Christian hope and Jove.
We cannot then well choose amiss, if wa
choose the church which, as it secems to us,
best represents the grand ideas of Clurist,
and speaks most powerfully toour consciences
and hearts. This church however, we must
not choose for our brother, He differs from

us probably in temperament, in his range of

i s

¢ T'his is no sther than the house ofi

Some undoubt-|
edly correspond more than others to the spivit !

H God be loved,)

intelfoet, or in the impressions which eduea-
tion and habit have given hin,  Perhaps the
worchip which most quickens you and me,
may hardly keep our neighbour awake. e
must e approached through the heart and
imagination ; we through the reazon.  What
o him s fervor passes with us for noise.
What to him is an imposing form is to us vain
show,  Condemn him not. 1 in his warner
atmesphete he builils up a stronger faith 1o
God amid a more steadfast choice of peifect
gooduess than ourselves, his chureh is belter
to him than ours to use~— Channing.

Ji

US THE SAVIOUR,

“And thou shalt eall his name Jesvs—MWar i, 20

T owas a custom wmong the Ismelites, of
which frequent esamples ave recorded in
thersacred books, to hestow upon theiv child-
ren significant nanes, intiuating cither the
feelings of the pavent, or the circumstanees of
the hirth, or the eharaeter and destiny of the
ofispringr, Such are all the names by the pa-
trinrehad histo soize of which; as those of
Istaet and Savah, were changed in commem-
oratien of some epoch in their lves, or to
maik their aliered fortuncs. 1tis farther o=
servable respecting  this custom, that the
nante wos often famed by o cembination of
one ofthe namesof God,  Thus Tsaiah means
the salvation of the Lord ; Flisha, selvation of
God; Blijah, God the Lord, or the strong
Locd ¢ Vb ke is my God himself ; Lemuel,
Clod with thenry and a child, given as a pledge
of defiverence to Judah in the veign of Abaz,
was ealled Tmmanucel, that is, God aeith us,
As this prophecy was also applied to the
ssialy, he is on that oceasion onee called
Limanuel ¢ intimating that by his residence
among men, the presence of God would he
particularly manifest.  “Fhere can, then, he
no ground for the opinion that this name im-
plies a divine nature in Jesus, as i the very
God, literally and personally, came to abide
withus.  For, as we see, this application of
the name of God to men was a common
thing s and it Christ’s being once called Tm-
manue! could argue that he was truly God,y a
man’s being always called Elijal, Blilu, or

uemuel would no less certainly prove hin o

be truly God. Howas in his ease, as in others,
a significant name, and not an assertion of

j personal divinity.

The name Jrses iz alzo one of appropriate
sipnificancy.  Hmeans Sariowr. [ intimates
the deliverence which he was sent to accomp-
lish. Tt desienates the sense inwhich he was
to biess the world,  Thus his very name is a
memorial of his eflice: so that we cannnt
speak of him withont being veminded both of
the honor which he had from God, and the
blessings which he hrought to men. We eall
him Chyisty the anointed of God ; Jesus, the
Suviowr of men—~—Mure.

NATURE OF CIIRISTTAN SALVATION,

* Ie shall save his people oy ruie s —Matt, i. 21,

The great root of evil and wrelchedness is
sing and ils prevalence is the only couse
which renders a Saviour necessary. Free-
dom from sin is freedom from wdl essential il
With this also the language of  Scripture
stiikingly corresponds, M represents salvaiion
{o consist in the removal of sin and its consc-
quences, and the substitution in its place of
holiness, with its happy conscquences and
Tasting rewards. Jesus came ¢fo pul away
siny €1o give repentence and remission of
singy® €10 bless in turning away every one
from his iniquities 7 <toredeem from all in-
iquity, and purify unto himsell a poculiar
people zealons of good works.”  This is the
constant language of the New Testament,
which no man can read without the persua-
sion, that a moral regeneralion, a deliverance
from the power ol sin and perfection in purity
and holiness, is the purpose to be effeeted by
the gospel 3 that in this consists its salvation,
commencing upon carth,and consumated in
the glory and bliss of etemity.

A'striet adherence {o the langnage of the
Seriptures on this point, wilt keep us from the
eror of imagining, that the evil from which
Jesus saves is the curse of man®s"original con-
dition, the fearful destiny in which he is in-
volved by nature. Now it is not only perfeet-
ly inconceivable thal a benevolent being

should have subjeeted his ereatures to such
a miserable fiste, priorto their sinning, oreven
to their existing, bat, which is more to the
purpose. the saered writers perpelually teach,
tiat the misery to he saved from is that of sin,
not of natural condition 3 that the wrath to be
eseaped s that which visits their own trans-
gressfons, not that which awvaits them be-
cause they ate men, or w0 which they are
matarally subjeeted, They speak of no evil
prior to or weeater than that ol sine They
speak of no curse aniecedent 1o thizy or in-
dependent ol it. And they propese to save
from this as the zrand, the essentind, the all-
comprehensive ifl, lewding fo infiniie conse-
sirences of wrelchedness and despair,

We are very glad to suppose that the work
of vedemption is some expedient for getting
rid of the penistonenl due to sin—as i that
were of all things the most o be desired ;
and thenee we are vasily ted to persuade our-
sefves, that we niay so take adventage of the
work which Tas been wrought as to eseape
the punisiment, theugh we may not have re-
linquished thesing Thus fo aveid the penalty,
and yet enioy the transgression, has always
been a chicl ohject ol Talse religions, and men
wauld fain believe that il les heen accon-
Mished n the true, But let nsnot be deceiv-
ed. No speh peeposierous compromise has
heen made. B is invonsistent with all that
we have been tonght either by experience or
veligion.  Por what says experience 7 The
penatty of sin often continues to visit the sin-
ner long afler he has repented and reformed.
The impiety, indiscretion, and vices of youth,
for cxample, are followed with -suflering and
shame thiough life, and hurden the memory
with hitter thoughts as long as reflection lves.
But it would not he o if the grand design
were simply to provide an escape from punish-
ment, or {o devise some means of aholishing
it.  In this case all such suffering must have
been done away al ance. Let us not then he
deceived.  Even the assuance of pardon is
no assurance that the consequences of trans-
grossion shall be altogether rewoved.  For
what says the Seripture 7 ¢ Thou wast 2 God
that foreavest them, though thon tookest
vengeance on their iniquities.?

And if we inguire of religion, as taught
either by nature or by vevelation, what is i,
in siriet {ruth, which God designs especially
{o promote by his govermnent and his dispen-
sations 2 Happiness 2 Yes, unquestionably.
But if so, there were no pecd of Jaws and
restraints, and noral means, and institutions
of dizcipline and instruction , for he might
by the arbitrary sppoeintments of his will
favish il abundantly on his creatures. Bul
surely it is not so.  Being a holy God, whose
abliorrenice of sin is equad to his desire of lap-
piness, and in whose view there isno true
happiness where there is not holiness, he
makes holiness the primary object of his
government, and the moral perfection of his
offspring the favorile purpose of his dispensa-
tions. Nothing will answer in the place of
this.  He cannot he satislied by some plausi-
ble device for remilting  punishment, or hy
shifting it off upon some other than the trang-
gressor, nor even by arbitrarily exeluding ull
suffering from his universe. Tt is not sulfer-
ing, but sin, which he wonld exlerminate ;
he could esteem no salvation accomplished for
his children, until this prineiple of al) evil is
itzelf ntferly eradicated,

Let us not, then, be deceived in regard o
the nature of this salvation. Tt is not the
abolition of punishment, but of sin. As
when 2 man is saved from a disease, that is,
by curing him of it3 so he issaved {rom his
sins by being rid of thein.  TLwonld avail lit-
tle to deliver the sick man from his pangs, if
his digorder were still unrelieved, and hearing
hine down imperceptibly to the grave. And
it would avail little to deliver the sinner fromn
punishment, and the suflerings which follow
in the train of vice, if his evil dispositions
were left unrebuked.  For while heremains
a moral being, he may choose for himself
what happiness he pleases, yet i he cannot
relish that of virtue, he will find no content,
Let his [otlers be stricken off, let the fire be
quenched, and the gnawing worm be dead
open to him the rich paradise of heaven, and
place him among the obedient and hol
waorshippers around the throne of God ; yet if
he have not been redeemed from sin, nor his
affections reclaimed from its love, there 1s no
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-beauty or bliss for him there ; but he wanders the imperfect human capacity ; ""“]l yetinan-
-among them a discontented stranger, self-tor- |SW U‘idto it ‘h% says. h'{“’j’m_" "‘10‘,: e l_lyt, “J"C_h
menting and solitary, without companion, en- | Would not be counted sincerity or truth in
joyment or home—his depraved habits” and | men. much less was Jesus Christ in danger of
corrupted taste rendering insipid and loathi- |it; in his mouth no guilz was; let us notim-

some, the light and felicity of eternity.—Id.

THE TWO NATURES IN CIHRIST. |out of the heat of this coniroversy.

[From Emlyn’s Humble Inquiry.]

What can be said agoinst the plain arguments

pute it tohim.

That you may see this is fair reasoning,
hear how some of the other side own it, when
See Dr.
Stillingfleet's sermon on Mat. x. 16. speaking
of the cquivocations of Roman Catholic
priests, whose common answer, when examin-

that are advanced lo prove the subordination [ed about what they have known by con-
ot our Lord Jesus Christ to his Father? T|fession, is, that they know f not, which they
imagine our opposers have but ane shift left think to vindicate from the charge of lying

for the evading them, and that is a distine-

by saying, that «in confession, the priest
knows matiers as God, not as man, and there-

tion, which serves them in all cases j for they | fore he denies to know them, meaning it as
say, Jesus Christ speaks these things of him- | man.” Bul. says the Doctor, this is absurd 3
sell, as man only, while he had another na- because to say he does not know, is as much

ture as God, which he reserved, and excepted
out of the case.

as to say he dotb not any way krow. Now if
this be a good answer against the Roman

So that when he says, I'| Catholics, as no doubt it is; then sure it is so

cgnnot do thus myself, or Tam nol to be called |in the present case.  Therefote when Christ
the chief good, or do not know this, §c. accord- [ %¥S he knew not the day of judgment. it is

ing to them, the meaning is, I have not these
perfections in my huwman aafure ; but yet I
know and can do all unassisted, and am the
chiel good in my divine nalure, which also is
more properly myself. The vanity of which
subterfuge I intend to lay open, by shewing

as much as to say he does not eny way know
it, and consequently, it is a vain shift to say,
it was as man only.

2. As a farther evidence, that Jesus Cluist
intended no such distinetion of two natures, as
is pretended ; it is to be observed, that he puts
not the distinetion. or opposition between the
Son of Man, and the eternal TTord. as some

how absurdly this distinction of the two na- [speak. but between the Son and his Father,

tures is pretended, to take off the force of such

Mark xiii. 32; ¢ Not the Son knows but only,

. e . ™ . by which it is plai :
expressions from Christ's own mouth, which. the Tather 3 by which itis plain, he had no

in their natural and undisguised appearance,
do proclaim his inferiority to God, even the
Father. And I shall dwell the more upon

thought of including any person or nature of
his own among the excepted ; for whatever
was not the Father, he says was ignorant of
that day. Now itis certain, that in no nature

this, because it is the most popular and com- | W3¢ the Son the Father; and consequently

mon evasion, and comes in at every turn,
when all other relief fails.
[t would he no unreasonable demand to ask,

where none but the Father knows, none, who
is no! the Father. can be intended 3 and since
our Lord was making an exception in the case,
he would not have forgotten to except the

what intimation of any such distinction of o | eternal 1¥ord too, if there had been such a di-

naiures they can point us to, in any of these
discourses of Christ 2 Why should men de-
vise or imagine for him such a strange, and
deceithal way of speaking, from no ground
nor necessity, other than that of upholding
their own - precarious opinion 2 - Bul I have
several remarks (o make upon this common
answer. L

1. That which in the first place I'have to
object against it is, that our blessed Lord
Jesus Christ, if himself was the supreme God
in any nature of his own, could not have said
such things, as I conccive,in any consistzncy
with truth and sincerity, (which he always

vine prineiple in himself equal to the Father
and distinet frem him; for itis a known rule,
that an exception from a general assertion
confirms it, as {o other insiances nof excepted.
Will they say, that by the Fatheris meant
all three persons, viz. Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost? What, can the Father as opposad to
the Son, be put for the Father and the Son ?
What woful work will this make twith
Seripture, to suppose that what are oppos.d to
each other do include each other, under the
very characlers by which they are opposed ?
As well may they say, that in the baptismal
form. hy the Father is meant, Tather, Son,
and Spirit, though he be distinguished from the
other two  Aund I should despair of everun-

maintained strictly,) he could say himself derstanding the Scriptures above all books that

could not do, or did not know the thing, which
all this while himself could do, and did know
very well, as be sure if he was the supreme
God, he could and did; for this were to make
him say whatis most false, and to equivocate
in the most deceitful manner; for though we
should suppose he cousisted of two infinitely
distant nalures, and so had two capacities ot
knowledge, &c., yet since himself includes
them Dboth, it follows, that the denying a
‘thing of himself in absolute terms, without any
limitation in the words or other obvious cir-
cumstanees, does plainly imply a denial of its
-belonging to any part of his person, orany na-
ture in it.  Tor though we may aflinm a thing

evar were written, at this rate of interpreta-
tion. No doubt. therefore. but the Father, as
opposed to the Son, excludes all that is the
Son § and then there could be no Son of God
that knew of that day which only the Father
knew of. and conscquently no Son that is God
equal to the Father.

3. Moreover, that interpretation must needs
be unjust, which, if admitted, will make all,
even the most plain speech, uncerlein, and ut-
terly insignificant; as this interpretation of
Christ's words would do. For as 1 ask the
patrons of this opinion, in what words Jesus
Christ could in bricfhave denied himself (v be
God most high, if he had a mind to do i, more

of a person, which belongs only to a part of plain and full than these, in which he says,

him ; as I may properly say a man is wound-
ed or hurt, though it be only in one member,
‘suppose an arin ; yet I cannot jusily deny a
thing of him which belongs only to one part,
because it belongs not to another ; as T cannot
say a man is not wounded, because though one
arm be shot or wounded, yetl the other is
whole.

For instance, 1 have two organs of sight,
two eyes. Now suppose I converse with a
man with one eye shut and the other open; if
being asked whether I saw him, I should

he knew not all things as the Father did, nor
could do all things? So I would fain have
hem shew me, what words of that nature he
could have used, which the same way of in-
terpretation, as they here use, will not evade
and make insignificant 7 For had he said, or
sworn in plain words thus, viz. I tell you I
am not the supreme God, and none butmy
Tather has that glory™; they would upon the
same reason still have said, this was fo be un-
derstood of him as man only. BSo that no
words professing himself not to he God, conld

dare to say I saw him not, without any lim- be a proofl of it, if this way of inferpretation

itation,—meaning to myself, that I saw him

be allowed. I may therefore safely say thus

not with the eye which was shut, though still {Tuch, that the blessed Josus has declared
Isaw him well enough with the eye \which himself nol to be the supreme God, or equal lo
was open,—I fear I should bear the réproach of the Father, as plainly as words could speak, or

a liar and deceiver, noiwithstanding such a in brief express; and that this declaration
made by him alveady, is not to be evaded any

mental reservation as some would atiribute to
the holy Jesus. For knowledge is the cye of°
the person ; Jesus Christ is supposed to have
two of these knowing capacitics; the one
weak, the other strong and piercing, that
discerns all things. Mal. xxiv. 3. Now as
such an one, the disciples repair to him and
ask him, when the end of the world and time
:of his coming shall be ? He answers them,
by giving them some general account of the
- matter, but says that the particular day and
Jour he knew not, nor did any know but the
Father, meaning, say my opposers, that he
knew it not wilh his human knowledge,
though he knew it well enough with his di-
-vine, at the same time that he said, the Son
Jnows it not, absolutely and indefinitely.

And yet if Jesus Christ had a divine know-
ledge and nature, no doubt his disciples, wha,
if any body, must be supposed to believe it,
directed the question to that, rather than to

other way than what will make it impossible
his mind should be understood by any words

T.et any one try if this do not hold true ; and

understood.

another nature in which it belongs not to him
then, sincelo be the chief God belongs to him

Jesus Christ is not God, nor to be warshipped o

4. Again,this way of interpretation, which
the advacates of - the opinion I oppose are so
much necssitated to for upholding their cause,
does plainly overthrow it again, and may be| | £
turned against themselves; for if it be just|piness, the Llernal, who has shown his pater-
and true {o deny of Christ absolutely what (
belongs to him in one nature, because there is | and is the same greal Father of all.  Hewho

trusted as such ; nay that he was not before
the Virgin Mary, according to them, and the
like 5 and this without adding any limitation
or restriclion, any more than our Lord doesin
the place mentioned.

What would they say to one who should
spealk or preach so, ¢That Jesus is not God,
that he cannot do all things, nor is equal to the
Father?” Would they not conclude he was
a denyer of the deity of Christ, else he would
never speak so unguardedly 2 Upon the same
account, when Jesus Christ himself says, that
he cannot of himself do all things, nor know
all things, and makes no reservesin his words,
we may conclude he also denies his being su-
preme God 5 elseif it be a just way of speak-
ing in him, it cannot be unjust inus to imitate
him, by denying him indefinitely to be, what
he in any one nature is not, that is, that he
is not Glod, without adding more.

Nay, after this way of speaking, which
they attribute to Chris, a man may be tanght
to say his creed backward, and yet make a
true profession of his faith, by denying of Je-
sus Christ in absolute expressions, whatever
may be denied of one of his natures.  Thus
since the Apostles' Creed takes notice of
nothing to be believed concerning Christ, but
what belongs to his Alunhood, (which is
strange, if there were any articles relating to
his supreme deity, which must be most import-
ant,) one may venture to deny them all, with
this sccret unexpressed veserve, viz., meaning
it of the divine nature, (to which they belong
not.) So that one may say, I helicve that
Jesus Christ was not conceived ot the Holy
Ghost, or born of the Virgin Mary ; T believe
that he never was crucified under Pontius
Pilate, nor was dead or burica ; that he
never vose nor ascended, mor will return
visibly again ; for his divine nature, which it
is pretended he had, was not capable of these
things, And since they say, the personality
is divine, here seems more warrant io be
bolder in denying indefinitely of the person
what belongs not to the divine nature, whose
the personality is, than in so denying of the
person what only belongs not to the human
nature ; as this interpretation makes Christ
to do.

5. Finally, it welghs something with me. in
opposition to this way of interpretation, that
the Evangelistsnever tuke any oceasion, when
they hiad .50 many, lo subjoin any caution
against taking Christ's words in their obvious
sense, when le says,*he did not know the
hour,” and the like. If, as we said, our Lord
had no mind to reveal his divinity, though I
see not still why he should deny it thus, yet
sure his Apostles, who wrote so many yecars
after, whom it concerned to reveal all im-
portant truths mosi clearly, would not fail to
have sct the reader right, by removing such
obvious objections as these are against the su-
preme deity of Christ ; and saying, he spake
this only in respect of his manhood, that he
knew not all things, &e. John ii, 215 xi. 13,
But here is not one caution given,as often we
find there was about less matters. No doubt
it was because they would have the thing
understood as it fairly lies,not thinking of any
such secret reserve in Christ, of a divine na-
ture in his person, to be tacitly excepted,
when he had denied such perfections of his
person indefinitely.

Tur BLEssiNGs oF CHRISTIANITY.

A beautful writer says, that Christianity
enters the hut of the poor man, and sits down
with him and his children ; it makes them
contented in the midst of privations, and
leaves behind an everlasting blessing. It
walks the cities amidst all their pomp and
splendor, their imaginable pride, and theirun-
utterable misery, a purifying, ennobling, re-
deeming angel, It is alike the beautiful
champion of childhood, and the comforting
associate of old age. It cnnobles the noble,
gives wisdom lo the wise, and new grace to
the lovely. The patriot, the minister, the
poct, and eloguent man, derive sublime pow-
cr from its influence.

InrrvENcE—~Every person has more or
less influence. The greater the faleni, the
larger the wealth, the higher the office, the
wider will be the infinence. Remember this,
and so live that your good deeds and daily
example may lead to truth and virine.

Our prosperity and happiness in life mainly

he could have designedly used in the matter. | depend on the principles we adopt, and the

course we pursue. ‘The path of rectitude un-

sure it must be an absurd way of interpretation, | avoidably leads to happiness—that of vice
which leaves a man no opportunity or power | always ends in misery.
of speakiing his meaning plainly, so as to be

Love to God can never be selfish. The
fear of danger, the hope of reward, can never
awaken it. There is but one truth that can
call it forth—the truth, that God first loved us,

Dare not to judge, from one year of unhap-
nal care of mankind for six thousand years,

;| has supported, formed, and educaled the hu-
,| man race, will not desert ane, even the least.

according to our adversaries, only in onena-| Of the smallest ephemera of ‘a day, his provi-
ture, and not in respect of the other, or human | dence has protecied the race from Adam to us,
nature, it follows that it may as juslly be said | Let your heart be tender, but your breast

r | strong, and your struggle and hope at the same
time,—Richter.

TO COUNTRY SUBSCRIBERS.
Complaints have reached us, from some of our Subscribers
atndistance, of irregularity in the receipt of their papers.
All we can suy is, that the papers are regularly mniled ;
mod 3 they nre not forthcoming, the fuult does not lie
with us,

o o B,
& EBioe
MONTREAL, MARCH, 1846.

TORONTO.

Amitarianism.—S1ate of Religions Partics.

The following article is from the pen of a
friend and brother in the faith residing at
Toronto. It cannot fail {o be interesting to
our readers, nol only on account of the intel-
ligence it conveys respecting Unitarianism,
but likewise because of the imforn.ation it
gives on the state of religious denominations
generally, in that city t—

“ The progress of the Unitarian” worship ping
Society in this city has surpassed our anticipa-
tivns.  When we look back to the position in
which we stood seven months ago, we are as-
tonished to perceive that in this short period we
have passed from a state of almost hopeless
insignificancy into that of jthe most promising
developement.  Our nubers, at that time, were
not believed to exceed ten or a dozen: now we
find our adherents to equal in number those of
any congregation, at the same period of exist-
ence, which has ever been formed in this place ;
and we have knowledge of the fact that our re-
ligious opinions are gaining ground every week.
Every additional Sabbath brings to our house
some whom we had not before observed ; and we
sce amongst us several whom curiosity first led
to come and hear what sort of professors of the
truth Unitarians are. 'I'he denunciations, which
have been so freely dealt out from the pulpits of
other seets, have materially served to advance
our enuse ; for there s, in our community, as in
all others, a fair proportion of that spirit of justice
which prompts men to decline to condemn their
fellow-men before they have given' them a fair
hearing.  Besides, we find here, as in other
places, that the very act of denouncement is often
the surcst means of prompting to the commis-
sion of the act forbidden. I know of some whose
attendunce on our worship is now regular, whose
first entrance into our church was the direct
cansequenee of a most stringent prohibition laid
upon them to avoid all intercourse with our de-
nowmination.

It may not be uninteresting to your readers to
learn some details of our relative position to the
various relicious denominations around us.

I shall begin with the Church of England,
whose numerieal preponderance, added to the
position in socicty oceupied by its members, en-
titles it to priority. We have little to say of our
fellow-Christians of this body. Tliere is a spirit
of independence, and perhaps of religious libe-
rality, so far as doctrinal distinctions are con-
cerned, amongst its members, which keeps them
tolerably free of that tendency to vituperation
and uncharitable declamation which is found
amongst other bodies of Christians making far
higher pretensions to religious freedom. I have
not licard of any instance in which we have been
assailed from their pulpits ; and I am very much
inclined to belicve that any sueh manifestation
from their clergy would be very unpalatable to
the auditors. The latter entertain very elevated
conceptions of the purity of their own doctrines,
and of the superior respectability of their Church :
they have no aversion to the most unlimited
laudation of themselves; but, at the same time,
they have too mueh manly pride to permit of
their indulging in unculled-for depreciation of
their inferiors.

The second in position are the Roman Catho-
lics. Ve certainly have no complaint to make
apgainst them. Iere, as in Ireland, the Catholic
recognizes in his Unitarian neighbour, a friend,
whose advocacy of Catholic liberty and Catholic
rights has ever been uncompromising, It is a
well known fret, that the Unitarian is the only
professor of Protestantism who is ready to recog-
nize in his Catholic fellow-men the great out-
lines of Christian character ; and yet it is singular
that of all believers in Divine Revelation, the
Unitarian differs from the Catholic the most
widely on points of speculative theology. Our
pulpits never ring with those violent anathemas
against Catholicism which our orthodox brethren
so frequently delight to hurl. 'We do not choose
to declare the Roman Catholic to be an idolater,

and the temporal head of his Chureh, Antichrist,
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-of the Methodist body.

THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN,

because we cannot believe what he believes.
All we require to know is, that he is honest in
his convictions, and earnest in his purpose to
obey the commandments of his ITeavenly Father.
If we sce good reason to think that these two
conditions of mind have place in his life, we have
no hesitation in regarding him as an zeceptable
‘servant of the Great Master.

"The third class of religionists may be consid-
-ered as comprising the various divisions of the
Methodist body,—of whom the British Wesley-
‘ans are the most important in point of numbers,
though probably not so in point of intelligence.
I understand that on the very Sunday on which
-we entered the chapel vaeated by this denomina-
tion, a very forcible allusion to our Jieresy was
‘made from their pulpit ; but I am not aware that
there has been any repetition of the anathema.
On the contrary, I can state,~and I do so with
wnuch pleasure,—that on the different occasions
in which our congregation has had to transact
buginess, in relation to the payment of the pur-
chase of the chapel and its legal conveyance, the
British Wesleyan trustees have acted in a most
becoming and honorable mauner.

The Canadian Wesleynns,—better known as
the Ryersonians,—are the second great division
Some months back, this
denomination made a great effort to accomplish
a spiritual revival, and, at considerable expense,
retained the services of a preacher numed Mafiitt,
a man of very great power as & popular deelaimer,
but altogether so eccentric in his general habits
a8 a minister of the gospel, and so completely
theatrical in his elocution and gesture, that his
efforts proved quite fruitless. Unitarianism came
in for a fair share of Mr. Maffitt's strictures ; but,
as usual, we found the results favorable to our
progression and inercase. The Canadian Wes-
leyans are much distracted in their present inter-
nal relations. I have no-doubt that a schism in
the body is an occurrence not far distant. The
laity are ill at ease under the despotic rule of the
Conference, and a claim to lay representation in
that spiritual court is likely to be preferred by
the congregations, The movement cannot fail
to do good. Several of the members in this city
are men of a superior spirit of independence, and
of inquiring mental habits.

The third division of the Methodists are the
Primitive Wesleyans,—a body characterized by
their noisy demecanour in the church, though
certninly, as far a3 T am aware, of most peace-
able and inoffensive habits out of it. There is
much less of priestly domination among the
Primitives than is to be found with the other
two sections ; and T question very much whether
a freer spirit of enquiry would not be found
among them.

The fourth general division of religionists in
Toronto, I should suppose, are the Congrega-
tionalists, who are under the pastoral care of a
gentleman of superior shrewdness and much ex-
perience.  T'heir organization is probably the
most complete, and their discipline the most
stringent, of any religious body herc. They for-
merly occupied the house in which we now
worslip ; and the fact, that they and the British
Wesleyans both built up large ~congregations
under this roof, operates as no trivial incentive
to us, in our exertions to arrive at o similar re-
sult. We have been honored with frequent
notices from the Congregational pulpit. If these
attentions are continued, I look for a good result
in course of time.—The Congregationalists have
a Theological School here, for the training of
young men for the ministry. I do not think that
it ig in a thriving condition, though I believe the
membhers of the Congregational church in this
city make great efforts in its behalf,

The fifth in rank amongst our city congregn-
tions is that of I{nox’s Church, better known as
the « Free Church.,” This denomination, at the
time of its secession, made an unusuul effort in
vindication of what they ealled religious liberty.
Whet the result will finally prove is not for us to
predict. It is pretty evident, however, that the
« FTree Church” in Toronto has very little pre-
tensions to the name, in so far ag the right of
Frec engquiry is concemed. No religious com-
munity can be wrapped up within more impene-
trable cerements of religious dogmatism. All the
antiquated obsurdities and monstrosities of the
perscenting John Calvin and the stony-hearted
Knox, are, in the midst of the nineteenth century,
af.tergpted to be resuscitated by the theologi~
cal school of the Free Church. It is really
ridiculous- to hear, that, in this age of practical
asense, there should be disputations as to whether
the death of Christ was designed to benefit any
except the elect ! Such, however, is the fact, in
this city of the west.—Of course, Unitarianism

has been honered with a full share of Freel
Church denunciation ; and T can assure you, no
agency at work here has done half so much to
advance our canse.

The denomination which I place in the sizth
class, should, with propriety have been placed
second; but the truth is, the old or residuary
Scoteh Charch is so quiet and unobtrusive An
organization that I completely overlooked it. I
cannot say what may be the condition of true,
internal, religious feeling pervading this congre-
gation. T dare say it is as good as that of some
who make more noise. Their pastor is a very
kind-hearted, unassuming young man, and takes
no part in any of the great religious uphenvals of
the day.

The Scotch Sceession Church falls into the
seventh position. ‘I'he memnbers of this Church
are, in Toronto, a very improved edition of
Scottish Calvinism. Veneration for the doc-
trines of their forefathers contends hard with the
promptings of their kinder natures, ‘Their pastor
is a man of most exemplary character: full of
mildness, benevolence, and sincerity. His life
is 2 more potent orator than he is himself in the
pulpit; and as far as I know, his people bear the
resemblunce of their worthy exemplar.  Few
men in any community command more generally
the estecmn and good wishes of all denominations
of his fellow-citizens than dees the Rev. Mr.
Jennings.

The Baptists constitute the eighth denomina-
tion; and are here, as elsewhere, a tolerably
tight-laced class of people.  Like all other scets
who make some particular ceremonial formn the
corner-stone of their organization, they regard
their hrethren of other denominations with a con-
sciousness of superiority by no means conducive
to the growth of the most unalloyed humility.
Their present pastor is a young man of consider-
able intellectual powers. I believe he is, in point
of liberal sentiment, too far in advance of his
flock to be able to effect much change in their
old-fashioned prejudices.

A Dbranch from the Baptist Society, called
“ The Disciples,” has now a distinct existence
here. Their leading characteristic is the repu-
diation of the pastoral oflice as a separate calling
of life. Their services are conducted by their
own lay members, and are of a character credit-
able to the intelligence and piety of their body.
They have no distinguishing form of belief, nor
any creeds or confessions of faith, They con-
tend for the right of free inquiry and the full
excreise of private judgment. They have how-
ever, as I conceive, committed one capital error
in their discipline, which accounts for their limit-
ed extension: they have made the rite of baptism
by immersion a test of membership; and 1 un-
derstand they will pertizaciously adhere to this
prerequisite of diseipleship.

Besides those which I have enumerated, I am
not aware of any other religious bodies in this
city, excepting our own. Y our readers may now
judge of our relative position ; and they will
rejoice to learn that we are successfully combat-
ing all opposition. We have a good church,
and are not in debt ; for, when we shall have
received the full amount promised to us from our
brethren in the United States and Eastern Ca-
nada, our treasury will he able to nieet all de-
mands npon it. We have paid the purchase of
the church, and are getting the deed drawn up.
Some of our members hiave acted very liberally,
and have enabled us to snticipate the maturity of
our promises of aid from abroad. The American
Unitarian Association has already advised our
Treasurer to draw for 600 dollars. This, added
to the 400 given by the Montreal Society, places
us in a position of comparative safety ; and as
we expect to receive 1000 dollars more from our
United States brethren, before next August, we
shall be under no pecuniary embarrassment, so
far ns the possession of a church is concerned.
Our church was purchased for £396, and is con-
sidered worth £800. The ground on which it
stands would readily bring £150, if not £200.

We purpose to celebrate the Lord’s Supper
early in the spring : we are not yet provided with
a communion service. As there are a number
of our members having children not yet baptized,
we also purpose to appropriate some Lord’s Day
in April to a general ohscrvanee of this rite,
within the church.——~We have distributed a large
quantity of tracts, and are very anxious to receive
more. We have, on sale, a choice selection of
Unitarian works sent forward by James Munroe
& Co. of Boston. I think there will be a great
demand for “ Mrs. Dana’s Letters” here, when
they have been read by some of our people. I
know of no work ever written by a Unitarian
convert, calculated to do more good than this

We have heard of a good many Unitarians, !
scattered over various places in Western Canada.
Surely some eflort might be made towards the
establishing of n mission, to visit and discover
our brethren in this spiritual desert.

The great University movenient is making
good progress; and owr Orthodox neighbours
have so far descended from their high ground as
to invite our pastor to aid them, as a member of
the Central Committee. They will find him a
valuable ally in the good work of advancing the
cause of genuine University Reform.

Yours,

B. C.

Mnrs, Daxa's Lerters.—We are anxious
fo draw the attention of our readers once
more to this book, Mr. Bryson has received
a fresh supply of copies 5 and those desirous
of procuring it, may do so at his book-store
in St. Francois Xavier Street.  We warmly
recommended this volume on a former occa-
sion, and we would now do so again.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.
UNITED KINGDOM.

DiscosstoNy AT Neweastrr.—A correspondent
of the London Ingnirer states that not less than
sizty persons have been gained to the Unitarian
cause by the reeent discussion between Joseph
Barker and the Rev. M. Cooke, whilst it is not
known that a single convert has been made to
Trinitarianism.  Among- the number of those
thns led to embrace Unitarian sentiments are two
ministers of the Wesleyan denomination ; nnd
the Inquirer's correspondent further says, that
the son-in-law of Mr. Cooke’s chairman, who
was so violent dwring the discussion that he la-
boured every night 1o interrupt Mr. Barker, has
since been converted to Unitarianism, by reading
the published report of that discussion.

Unitariay InstitoTions 1 Biraminenas.—At
the annual meeting of the Birmingham Unitarian
Brotherly Seciety, held on the 4th Jauuary, the
reports of the several institutions in connection
with .the society were presented, by which we
rejoice to learn that they are all in a flourishing
and rapidly increasing condition.—The number
of pupils in the Sunday Schools, is—Nales, 1,099,
Females, 503, 'Total, 1,602 ; who are instructed
by 250 Teachers—Number of books in the Li-
braries, 4,837, which have been renewed and
exchanged during the year to the extent of 20,260.
—Number of depositors to the several Savings'
Clubs during the year, 807 ; deposits, £551;
re-payments, £527.—The Brotherly Benefit So-
ciety has 306 members, and the "pnyments to
members in the time of sickness is larger than
any other society in Birmingham. The total
capital of the society now amounts to .C3,041.—
The Loan Fund, also in connection with all the
schools, continues to prosper.

Rev. Dr. Moxteoneny.—We read in the
Belfast Northern Wihig, that on the 1st January
last, a large and most infloentinl meeting was
held in the Commerecial Buildings, Belfast, Ire-
land, for the purpose of presenting the Rev. Dr.
Montgomery with a splendid portrait of himself,
by Knight, of London.—Dr. Montgomery is the
Unitarian clergyman of Dunmurry, and bas been
known in his own country and elsewhere as the
eloquent and eflicient advocate of civil and reli-
gious liberty, during the last quarter of a century.
Persons of different religious denominations and
political parties were concerned in the presenta-
tion. At the meeting, the chair was occupied
by Wm. Sharman Crawford, Esq. M.P., a memn-
ber of the Church of England.—We understand
that an engraving is to be made from the portrait
and published by subseription.

UNITED STATES.

Rrv. Dr. DEwey AT WasniNgToN.—The 22d
February being the birth-day of George Wash-
ington, o sermeon appropriate to the day, and the
most touching and heart-searching I ever heard,
waus delivered in the Hall of the Iouse of Rep-
resentatives, by Rev. Dr. Dewey, Pastor of the
Chureh of the Messiali, New-York. The Hall
was crowded to overflowing, and every avenue of
appronch to the floor, in the galleries, aisles, and
reporters’ desks, was crowded. The Hall of the
Iouse has rarely been filled with so intellectual,
numerous, and brillinnt an audience,—nearly all
the distinguished men now at the seat of Govern-
ment being present. To many who were there,
the opportunity was the first which had ever
presented itself of hearing this eminent Unitarian
minister. Hissermon was practical enough 1o re-
move the doubts of the most skeptieal, and Chris-
tian enough to satisfy all who love good principles

of Mra. Dana’s,

more than sectarian creeds.~New York Express.

INSALLATIONS AND ORDINATIONS.
Tinited States,

Kive’s Cuarer, Bosrox.—The Rev. Ephraim
Peabody was installed as Minister of the Socicty
worshipping in King’s Chaypel, on Sunday, 11th
Fanuary. According to the enstom of this church,
the Ecclesiastieal Council and the usual installa-
tion services were dispensed with, George Em-
erson, Esq., in behalf of the Wardens, read the
papers relating to the invitation extended to Mr.
Peabody, aud his acceptance of the same.  The
proceedings were assented to vive voce, by the
Wardens and Vestrymen on the one hand, and
by the pastor elect on the other. Mr. Emerson
presented to Mr. Peabody n copy of the Holy
Scriptures, as containing the rules that were to
regulate the relation then formed between Pastor
and People, and as containing the Revelation of
the Christian Faith,  Afier this, a disconrse was
preached by Rev. Blr, Peabody, from the text,
Aetsix. 61 “ What wilt thou have me to do 7”

Mintoy, Mass.—Tlie installation of Rev. John
II. Morison, (formerly of New Bedford,) over the
First Congregational Unitarian Church in Milton,
took place on the 28th Jany.—Secrmon by Rev.
Dr. Gannett of Boston.

Drenrinnb, Mass.—The First Parish in Deer-
field has been deprived within a short term of
years, of two young, esteemed, and beloved pas-
tors, 'The vacant place was again filled on the
28th Jany. by the ordination of Mr. J. F. Moors,
recently of the Cambridge ‘I'heological School.—
Sermon by Rev. Mr. Clarke of Boston.

Ilcssarvsrox, Mass.—Rev. Samnuel IT. Lioyd,
late a preacher of the Universalist eonnexion,
from which he had withdrawn, was instalied as
pastor over the Unitarinn Society in this place,
on Wednesday, 4th Feby —8ermon by Rev. Mr.
Hill of Worcester.

SoMeRVILLE, Mass.—On Wednesday, 18th
Feby. Rev. John T. 8argent, recently minister of
the Suffolk-street Chapel in Boston, was installed
as minister of the new Unitarian Socicty in So-
merville.—Sermon by Rev. Mr. Furness

Rowg, Mass.—The new honse of worship
erected by the First Unitarinn Socicty in Rowe,
wus dedicated, on Wednesday, the 21st Januarp,
to “ God and his Christ.”

AN ¢ OrTiovox’ Iprror’s OriNioN oF
Uxrtariaxy Prescimne.~—The Editor of the
New York Recorder attended a service in the
¢« Church of the Saviour, Brooklyn, a short
time since. 1l heard Mr. Farley, the min-
ister, preach; and this is his opinion of the
SETMON ==

“'I'he positive teaching whieh he put forth
would be mainly aceeptable to all denominations
of Caristians, and, allowing somewhat for differ-
ences of phrascology, are such as are actually
held forth from Sabbath to Sabbath, in” the thon-
sands of Trinitarian eongregations of our land.”

LECTURES ON CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE,
In the fMontreal Dnitarian Ehureh.

This Course of Lectures, noticed in two
former numbers, is still in progress of delivery
on Sunday cvenings. At the time we now
write cight have been delivered to large and
atlentive audiences.—We reprint the list of
subjects, marking those in italics which yet
remain to be treated on :—

The existence of a God: Christianity a reve-
lation from God: 'The Christian Seriptures an
authentic and perfect record of the Christian
revelation; The Seriptures given to reasonable
beings, and designed to be interpreted on reason-
able principles: What the Scriptures teach con-
cerning God, his nnity and paternal character:
What the Seriptures lcach concerning Christ,
his person, and lhis office : What the Scriptures
teach concerning Man, his nalure, his duty, and
his destiny.

JUST PUBLISHLD,
Price Tid.
DISCOURSE on the IMPORTANCE OF
FA. THE CHRISTIAN CHARACTER,—
preached at the Ordination of the Rev. O. W. B.
Prarnooy, at Burlington, Vermont,
BY REV. DR. PEABODY, OF SPRINGFIELD, MASH,
Tagether mith the Kemarks of
REV. JOIIN CORDNER, OF MONTREAL,
on giving the Fellowship of the Churches on the
same OCCasI0n.
For Sule at the Book-Store of Mn. C. Bryson,
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THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.

ONE TUNDRED
SCRIPTURAL ARGUMENTS

Afor the Enitarian Faith.

UsiTarIAN CurisTians believe Jusus Christ to be the Son
of God and the Saviour of men. They beliove in the di-
vinity of his mission and of his doctrines. "They believe
that the Gospel which he procluimed enme from God; that
the knowledge it impurts, the morality it enjoins, the spirt
it Dbreathes. the rceeptance it provides, the promises it
makes, the prospects it exhibits, the rewnrds it proposes,
the punishmeats it threatens,—all proceed fram the great
Jehoval.  But they do not balieve thut Jesus Christ is the
Supreme God. They belicve that, thongh exalted fur above
ali other crented intelligences, he is n being distinct from,
subordinata to, and depend upon, the Father Ahnizhty,
—TIor this heliof they urge, among other reasons, the fol-
lowmg arguments from the Seriptures 1 —

1. Because Jesus Christ is represented by
the sacred writers to be as distinet a being
from God the Father as one man is distinct
from another. < It is wrilten in your law,
that the testimony of two men is true. Tam
one who bear witness of myself, and the
Futher that sent me beareth witness of me,”
John viii. 17, 18.

2, Because he not only never said that
himself was God, but, on the contrary, spoke
of the Futher, who sent him, as God, and as
the oxvy God. « This is life eternal, that they
might know thee, the only lruc God, and Jesus
Christ whom thou hast sent.” John xvii. 3,

3. Because he is declared, in unnumbered
instances, to he the Son of God. ¢ And lo,
a voice {rom heaven, saying, This Is my be-
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
Matt. iii. 17, Can a son be cocral and the
same with his father?

4. Because he is styled the Christ or the
anoinied of God. <« God anoinleld Jesus of
Nazareth with the IToly Ghost and  with
power.” Acts x. 38, Is he who anoints the
same with him 1who is anointed ?

5. Bacause he is represented as a Priest.
¢ Consider the High Priest of our profession,
Christ Jesus.”  Heb. iii. 1. The office of a
priest is to mimster fo God. Christ, then, as
a priest, cannot he God.

6. Because Christ is Medialor between the
4 One God” and “men.” For there is one
God, and one MMedinlor between God and men,
the man Jesus Christ.>® 1 Tim, ii. 5.

7. Because as the Saviour of men he was
sent by the Futher. % And we have scen and
do testify that the Futher sent the Son to be
the Saviour of the world.”” -1 John iv. 14.
S. Because he is_.an dpostle uppointed by
God. ¢ Consider the apostle, Christ Jesus,
who was faithful to kim that appointed him.>?
Heb. iii. 1, 2.

9. Because Christ is represented as our In-
tercessnr with God. << It is Christ that died,
yea, rather, thatis risen again, who is cven at
the right hand of God, who also maketh inter-
cession for us.”?  Rom. viii. 34. .

10. Because the Head of Christ is God.
T would have you know, that the head of
every man is Christ; and the head of the
woman is the many and the Head of Chrisl is
‘Cod.”” 1 Cor. xi. 3.

11. Because in the same sense in which
we are said to belonz to Christ, Christ is
said to belong to God. < And ye are Christ’s,
and Christ is God’s.”? 1 Cor. iil. 23.

12. Because Christ says, < My Father is
greater than all.  John ~x. 29, Is not the
Father, then, greater than the Son?

13. Because he affirns, in another con-
nexion, and without the least qualification,
My Faher is grealer than 1.2 John xiv, 28,

14, Because he virtullay denies tha! he is
God, when he exclaims, « Why callest thou
me good ?  There is none good bul one, that
is God.”? Mali, xxix. 17.

15. Beecause our Saviour, after having
said, I and my Father are one,” gives his
diseiples distinctly to understand that he did
not mean one in substance, equal in power and
glory, but one only in affection and design,
&c., as clearly appears from the prayer he
offers to his Father in their behalf,—<¢ that

| God.

«The Father that dwelleth in me, he
doeth the works.” John xiv. 10, ¢1f ]
cast out devils by the spirit of God,” &c.
Matt, xii. 28.

21. Beeause he distinctly states, that these
works bear witness, not lo his own power, but
that the Father hud sent him. John v. 36.

22, Because he expressly aflirms, thal the
works were done, not in his own, but in his
Father’sname.  John x. 25,

23. Because he asserts, that «him hath
God the Futher scaled ;2 1. ¢,y lo God the
Futher he was indebted for his credentials,
Johnvi. 27,

21 Because he declares, that he is not the
author of his own doctrine, ¢ My doctrine
is 0l mine, but his that sent me.”  John vil.
16, 17,

235, Because he represents himself as hav-
ing been instructed by the Father. ¢ s my
Futher hath taugh! me, T speak these things.”
Jolm viii. 28.

26. Because he refers invariably to the
Father as the origin of the euthorily by
which he spoke and acted. ¢ The Father
hath given to the Son autherity,” &e.  John
v, 26, 27.

27. Because he acknowledges his depen-
dence on his heavenly Father for example
and direction in all his doings. ¢ The Son
can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth
the Tather do.”>  John v. 19, < The Father
lovelh the Son, and sheweth him all things

45. Because he said, ¢ My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me 22 Matt. xxii. 46.
Can e who uttered this be the Supreme God?

46. Because he never paid his adorations to
himself, the Son, nor to the Holy Ghost, as he
should have done had the Son and the lioly
Ghost been God ; but always (o the Futher.

47. Beeause he never instructed his dis-
ciples to worship himself or the Ioly Ghost,
but the Father, and the Father only, <« When
ye puy, say, Our Father which arl in
heaven.”  Luke xi. 2. ¢ In that day ye
shull ask me nothing. ‘Whatsoever ye ask of
the Father in my name,® &e.  John xvi. 23.
««The honr cometh,and now is, when the
true worshippers shall worship the Father in
spirit and in truth ; for the Father sceketh
such to worslup him.>>  John iv. 23,

8. Because it was not the practice of the
apostles to pay rveligious horage to Christ,
but to God the Father through Christ. 1
thank God through Jesus Christ.”? Rom. vil.
25. «'To God only wise, be glory (hrough
Christ.” Rem. xvi, 27. « I bow my knees
unto the Tather of our Lord Jesus Christ,”
Eph. iii, 1.

49. Because Peter, immediately after being
filled with the Toly Spirit on the day of Pen-
tecost, thus addressed the Jews: < 'Ye men of
Israel, hear these words ; Jesus of Nazareth,
a man approved of God among you, by mir-
acles, and wonders, and signs, which God did
by him in the midst of you, as ye "yourselves
that himself doeth.”> John v. 20. also know 3 him, being delivered hy the de-

28, Because he says, ¢ I seek not mine own | terminate counsel and foreknowledge of God,
glory ;3 but I honour my Fether.  Jolmn viii, | ye have laken, and by wicked hands have
49, 50, crucified and slain 5 whom God hath raised
29. Because he deelaves, “ If T honour my- {up,”” &e. Acts ii. 22—24.
selfy my Thonour is nothing ; it is my Father| = 30. Because St. Paul expressly states, that
that honoureth me.>  John viii. 54. all things are of God, who hath reconciled us

30. Because an Aposile declares, that in |to himsell by Jesus Christ.””> 2 Cor. v. 18.
Christ dwelt all fulness, because it so pleased | 51. Because the sameapostle gives « thanks
ke Father.  Col. i. 19. to God, who giveth us the vietory (hrough

31. Beeause Clirist is uniformly represented jour Lord Jesus Christ.”? 1 Cor. xv. 57.
in the Seriptures, nol as the primery, but the | 52, Because it is said, that it is <{o the
infermediate, cause of all things relating to our | glory of God the Father,” that & every tongue
salvation. ¢ Qne God, the Falher, of whom |should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.”
are all things, and we in him : and one Lovd | Phil, ii. 11.

Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we | 53. Because the Seriptures affirm, that,
by Aim.? 1 Cor. viil. 6. « Christ glorified not himsclf to be made a

32. Beeause he declares, T am not come | high priest, but uw [glorified him] who said
of myseify’? into the world, <« for I proceeded |unto him, Thou art my Son : this day have 1
forth and came from God.”> John viii. 42, | begotten thee.?®  Iieb. v. 5.

vii. 28, ¢ Jesus knowing that he came from| 54. Because it is expressly asseried, that
God and went lo God,*® &c. John xiii, 3. God gave to Christ the Revelation which was
33. Beeause he aflitms, that he had not the | nade to the author of the Apocalypse. Rev.i. 1.
disposal - of ‘the highest “places in his own | 55 Because an apostle speaks of Christ
kingdom. - « To sit on my. right hand and on |only as the image of God.. « Who is the image
my left is nol inine fo give, but it shall be |of the invisibie God.”” Col.1.153 2 Cor.iv.4.
given to them for-whom it is prepared of my {11 would be absurd to call any onc kis own
Falher?®  Mait. xx. 23, - {image.

34, Pecause our Saviour, referring his dis-|  56. Because Christ is stated to be ¢ the
ciples to a future time, when they would un- | first-born of every creature.”  Col.i. 15.
derstand more aceuralely concerning him, ex-|  57. Beeause he is sild to be ¢ the beginning
pressly declares that then they would know |of the creation of God.””  Rev. iii. 1.

him to be entirely dependent upon the Father.| 59, Because Peter declaves, that « Christ
«When ye have lifted up the Son of Man, |received from God the Father honour and
[i. e. crucitied him,] then shall ye know I|glory, when there came such a voice {o him
am he, fi.e. the Messiah,] and that 7 do noth- | irom the exceilent glory. Thisis my beloved
ing of myself; but as my Fother hath laught | Son,” &c. 2 Peteri. 17.

me, | speak these things. John viii. 28. 7 60 Because it is represented as necessary

35, Because our Saviour always professed | that the Saviour of mankind should ¢ be made
to have no will of his own, but to be ever en- | like unio his brethren.  Heb. ii. 17,
tirely guidad and governed by the will of his| 61. Because, in the Epistle to the TTebrews,
heavenly Father. < For I eame down from | Christ is compared awith BMoses in a manner
heaven, nol do nine own will, but the will of | that would be impious, if he were the Su-
him that sent me.”>  John vi, 38. preme God. ¢ For this man [Christ] was

36. Because he expressly denies that he is | counted worthy of more glory than Moses, in-
hossessed of the divine attribute of independent | asmuch as,” &c. Ieb. iii. 3. .
eristence. ¢ As the living Father hath sent| 62. Because he is represented as heing the
me, and Ilive by the Futher,? &e. John vi. 57. | servant, the chosen, the beloved of God, and
37. Because he expressly disclnims the | the recipient of God's spirit. ¢ Behold my
possession of the divine atiribute of underived | servant, whom I have chosen, in whom my
exislence. ¢ As the Father hath life in him- | soulis well pleased ; Twill put my spirit upon
self, so hath he given to the Son to have life [ him,” &c. DMait. xii. 18.
in himself.”  John v. 26. 63. Because he himself expressly declares,

38. Because he positively denies that he is | that itwas in consequence of his doing what
possessed of the divine attribute of omnipo- | pleased the Father, that the Father was with
lence. < T can of my own self do nothing.” | him, and did nol leuve him alone. ¢ He that
John v. 30. seni me is with me ; the Father hath not left
39. Because he expressly diselaims the | me alone; for I do always those things that
possession of the divine attribule of ommniscience. | please him.” John viii. 29,

Lhey all may be one; us thou Father, artin me,
and I'in thee, that they also may be one in us,”
John xvii. 21.

16. Becausethe Father is called the God of
Christ, as he is the God of Christians. ¢ Je-
sus saith unto her, Go to my brethren, and say
unto them, T ascend unto my Father and your
Father, and to my God and your God.”
John' xx. 17.

17. Because an Apostle says of Gonp, in
distinction from the ¢ Lord Jesus Christ,”
that Hz is the ¢ only Polentate,” and thal He
¢ only hath immortality.”” 1 Tim. vi. 15, 16.

18. Because it is the express declaration of
the same Apostle, that the Father is the one
God, and there is none ofher. < Though there
be that.are called Gods, whether in heaven or
in earth, (as there he gods many and lords
many,) yet lo us there is bul one God, the
Father, of whom are all things.”? 1 Cor.
viii. 5, 6. ST
719, Because the power which Christ pos-
sessed was, as-himself affirmed, given to him,
All power is given unto’ me,” &c. Malt,
xxvill. 18, 7 .

20; Because he positively. denies himself to
be the author of his miraculous works, but re-
fers them to the: Father, or the Holy Spirit of

¢ But of that day, and that hour, knoweth noj  64. Because he is said to have « increased

man ; no, not the angels which are in heaven ; } in wisdom, and in favour with God and man.»

neither the Son, bul my Father only.”” Matt. | Luke ii. 52.

xxiv. 36 3 Mark xiii, 32. - . 65. Becanse he speaks of himself as one
40. Because Christ issaid in the Scriplures { who had received commands from the Father.

to have been < lempled of the devil.”” Matt. | % The Father who sent me, he gave me a com-

iv. 1. But ¢« God cannot be tempted with|mandment”  John xii. 49.

evil.” Jamesi. 13. 66. Because he is represented as obeying
41, Because it is related of our Saviour,[the Father, and as having ¢ been obedient

that «he continued all night in pruyer to|unlo death» Phil. ii. 8. « Even as the

God.”  Luke vi. 12. Why should Christ| Father said unto me, so { speak.” John xii.
thus pray, if he himself were God ? 50. «I have kept my Fathers command-
42, Because in the presence of 2 numerous [ ments.”  John xv. 10.

company before the resurrection of Lazarus,
he gave thanks to the Father for having heard
him. < Father, I thank thee that thou hast
heard me ; and i knew thal thou hearest me
always.” John xi. 41, 42.

67, Because Christ ¢ learned obedience by
the things which he suffered.” -Heb. v. 8.

68. Because he is spoken of in the Scrip-
tures as the firsi-born emong many brethren
Rom. viii. 29. Ilas God Lrethren?

43. Because Josus besought his. Father lof 69. Because Christ calls every one who
glorify him. <« And now, O Father, glorify | obeys God, his brother. "<« Whosoever shall
thowme with thyself, with the glory which T ]do the will'of my Falher in heaven; the same
had with thee before the world was.”” John |is my brother.”  Matt. xii. 50.

xvil. 5. The being who prayed to God to| 70. Because he: offers to the faithful the
glorify him cannot be God. like distinetion and honour that himself has

44, Because he implored that if it were | with the Father. “To him thai overcometh,
possible, the bitter ctp might pass from him-;|will I grant {o sit with me in my throne, even
adding, ¢ nevertheléss, not: as I will, but as{as1 also overcame, and am set down with
thou. wilt.”?  Matt. xxvi. 39. my Father in his throne.” - Rev. iii. 21.. -

T1. Because Glod in the latter ages, hath
spoken by his Son, and uppointed him heir of
all things. Heb. i. 2,

72. Because Christ is styled the first-be-
gollen of the dead. Rev. i. 5.

_73. Because it is declared that God raised
him from the dead. ¢« This Jesus hath. God
‘r'm;(’:’d up, whereof we all are witnesses. Acts’
ii. ;

74. Because God poured out upon the
apostles the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ.
Tit. iii, 6.

75. Because the reason assigned for the
Iloly Spirit not having been received earlier
is, that Jesus was not then glorified. ¢ The
Holy Ghost was not yet given, because that
Jesus was not glorified.” ~ John vii. 36.

76. Because it is affirmed that Christ was
ezalled by God to be a Prince and a Saviour.
Acts v. 31.

77. Because God made that same Jesus who
was crucified, both Lord and Christ. Acts ii. 36.

78. Because God gavehim a name which is
above every name. Phil. ii. 9.

79. Because Christ was ordained of God to
be the judge of quick and dead. Acts x. 42.

80. Beeause God will judge the sccrets of
men by Jesus Christ. Rom. i1 16.

81. Because all judgment is committed to
Christ by the Father. John v. 22.

82. Because our Saviour grounds the im-
portance of his judgment solely wupon the
circumstance, that it is nol exclusively his
own judgment which he pronounces, hut that
of the Father who sent him., «If'I judge,
my judgment is true ; for I am not alone, but
I and the Father that sent me.» John viii. 16.

83. Because it is said, that when he was
received up into heaven, he < sat on the right
hand of God-»  Mark xvi. 19.

84, .]Scc:msc St. Paul affirms that Christ,
even since his ascension, ¢liveth wnfo God,»
and liveth by the power” of God” Rom. vi,
105 2 Cor. xiii. 4.

85. Because it is affirmed of Christ, that
¢ when all things shall be subdued unto him,
then shall the Son also himself be subject unto
him that put all things under him, that God
may be all in all.> 1 Cor. xv. 28.

86. Because the apostle John asserts, that
70 one hath scen God at any lime,” which is
not true, if Christ were God.

87. Because in the prophecies of the Old
Testament that relate to Cﬁrist, he is spoken
of as a being distinct from and ‘subordinate 1o
God.  Deunt. xviii: 15; John i. 45.

88. Because the Jews never expected that
any other than a being. distinct from: and in-
ferior to God was 1o be their Messiah ; yet our
Saviour never hinted to them that this ex-
pectation was erroneous.

91. Because, had his immediate disciples
believed him to be the Almighty, would they
have been so familiar with him, “argued with
him, denicd him, fled from him, and left him
to be dragged to the cross ?

92. Because the Apostles, after they had
been filled with the Ioly Ghost on the day of
Pentecost, did not preach that Christ was God,
but what was altogether inconsistent with the
doctrine. Acts ii. 22, xiii. 23, xvii. 8, 31, xxii. 8.

93. Because there is no evidence to prove
that the first converts to Christianity ever in-
curred the imputation of idolatry from the
Jews, as they must have done, had they be-
licved and taught that the Son as well as the
Faller, is Jehovah,

94. Because there are in the New Testa~.
ment 17 passages wherein the Father is styled.
ONg or oNLy Gop, while there Is not a single
passage in which the Son is so styled.

95." Because there ‘are 320 passages in
which the Father is absolutely or by way of
eminence called God, while there is not one
in which the Son is thus called.

06. Because there are 105 . passages in
which the Father is denominated God, with
pecularly high titles and epithets, whereas
the son is not once so denominated.

97. Because there are 90 passages wherein
it is declared that all prayers and praises

o

ought ‘1o be offered to 1, and that every
thing ought to be ullimately directed to nis
honour and glory ; while of the Son no such
declaration is ever made.

98. Because of 1300 passages in the New
Testament wherein the word God is mention-
ed, not one necessarily implies the existence
of more than one person in the Godhead; or
that this one is any other than the Father. .

99 Because the passages wherein the Son
is declared, positively, or by the clearest im~
plicalion, to be subordinateto the, Tatlier, de-
riving his heing from Iim, receiving from
Him his divine power, and actingin all things
wholly according to His will, are above 300.

100. Because, in a word, the supremacy of
the Father, and the suhordination of the Son,
is the simple, unembarrassed, and current
doctrine of the Bible, whereas that of their
cquality is encumbered with' difficulties, and
dependent, at the best, on very few passages
for support. L -
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