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CASE OF SYCOSIS ~—I‘REATED BY CARBOLIC ACID
AND CANADA. BALSAM.

By G. A. Srark, MD MILWAUKEE Wxs

R B. M. short, and of a nervo-sangmneous temperament,
applied to me on the 22nd. of May, 1874, suffering from an.
attack of Sycosis or Mentagra. He says that he contracted
the disease at a barber’s shop, about three weeks before. Had
been under treatment els¢where for about two weeks, and as no
improvement had taken place, he was much discouraged. He
had become thin, nervous, irritable.and sleepless, and his
strength and appetite had failed. The disease was confined to
those parts covered by the beard, whiskers and moustache, and
Was accompanied in some cases by inflammation, in others- by
induration, and in some by suppuration. Numerous scabs also
were present. The pustules were characteristic, small and
acuminated, and a hair traversed the centre of each. The scabs
and pustules were more nuwerous on the left side and under
the chin than elsewhere. - Hairs when extracted looked as if .
covered with a whitish powder. -

Treatment.—FHe had been using benzoated oxide of zince
omntment. I prescribed an ointment of ac. carbolic gr. x to
ung. zine. ox. Zi, to be applied thoroughly two or three times a
day, the hairs to be first cut short, and the parts washed with
Juniper tar soap. He was put. upon iod%de of potassium with
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tonics, and ordered a purgative when necessary. . Diet: beef-
tea, milk, eggs, &c. This treatment was continued for about
a week, and I also pulled out the hairs in some places; the
disease, however, continued unabated. ,
I then ordered the iodide of sulphur ointment to be apnhed
“as above for a week, without any perceptible improvement, and
the patient complained much of the irritation caused by the
application. I now ordered him a teaspoonful of the Elixir
Todo-bromide of Calcium Compound in a little water, before
each meal and at bed-time. I also prepared the following to
be applied by a camel’s hair pencil, viz., equal parts of carbolic
acid and Canada balsam. The change proved satisfactory,
improvement being most apparent where the hairs had -been
pulled out. Epilation was then done more generally and the
preparation applied as before. The first application was made
on June the 5th, and by the end of the month the disease was
completely cured. I ordered him to continue the internal treat-
ment for another month as his appetite and general condition
improved under it. I also recommended him to go on using the
juniper tar soap. ‘ -

The acid in combination with the balsam acted admirably in
this case. The acid, especially after epilation, enters the pus-
tules, and thus strikes at the very root of the disease. The
contents of the pustules are almost instantly converted into a
white crisp, and I have no doubt it destroys the offending para-
site. The balsam forms a varnish over the parts to which it is
applied and thus diminishes irritation. The irritation caused by
the application only lasts a short time and is followed by relief.
The irritation is not to be compared to that caused by the
application of iodide of sulphur ointment, &c. The patient's
appearance is much improved, the partslooking somewhat paler
than natural, instead of being studded with pustules, or covered
with filthy-looking scabs, If applied thoroughly, once in three
or four days, or in some cases a week would be soon enough to
renew the applications. If necessary, it may be applied every
day. Itmay also be used in different proportions as to the pro-
portion of acid in the combination, as deemed most suitable in '
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<éch particular case. I have found this preparation satisfactory

in.other forms of* disease of the skin, as ring-worm, &e, Itis:
worthy of trial in any form of disease of the skin which is:
‘thought to be of parasitic origin. I have accomplished more
with this combination, prepared in suitable proportions respec-

tively of the acid and balsam to suit individual cases, and in a

much shorter time, as an external application in many forms

-of cutaneous affection, than with all other local applications

combined. I have also found it to act well in some cases of

‘burns and scalds.

CASE OF SUNSTROKE TREATED BY QUININE,
By Dg. Drage.

Reéported by J. C. Carsrox, M.D., House Surgeén, Montreal Gen, Hospital -

G. D., et about 45, was brought by the police to the Mon-
treal General Hospital about half past five o’clock in the after-
noon of July 13th, suffering from symptoms of sunstroke.

The patient is a harmless, good-natured fellow, somewhat
imbecile : he has been for some time an inmate of the Protestant
House of Refuge., The day before admission he went away
from the Refuge and did not return. The following afternoon
the police found him lying on his back, insensible, in an open
place near the wharves quite unsheltered from the intense rays
of the sun. "He was at once conveyed to the Hospital.

On admission he was insensible, skin hot and dry, face dusky,
pupils contracted, conjunctiva injected, tongue dry and parched,
respiration shallow, pulse feeble and thin, almost imperceptible
-and quite impossible to count, secretion completely arrested ;
temperature 107.8°

Seeing the necessity for prompt action, I at once applied an
ice-bag to the head and on account of the excessively high
’ temperature gave him 30 grains of quinine in three doses at
Antervals of half an hour. Two hours after the first dose was
-administered, the skin became moist and was soon covered with
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profuse perspiration ; four hours after the first dose, urine
and liquid feeces were passed freely in bed, and the urine
continued to. pass away in large quan-

15-l24 | 45 | 261 17
T=T1=-[=T=| tity during the night. Six hours
[ MEIHENNE HEQME! after the quinine the temperature had
10% i RN % fallen to 108°, pulse 112, and fourteen
TR ke hours after quinine to 100.4°, pulse 90.
106 f— " i Dr. Drake saw him - the following day,
n;; “_‘t—i 1} viiaii ) and ordered quin., gr. v, to be given
= St ik | every four hours ; fvar such doses were
0= T 7=i1 given when he was allowed up. All
st IR M43 | bad symptoms disappeared, and he was
FERE [wbblah]  discharged from Hospital on the morning
loz miE n. ’ g o of July 17 having been under treat-
10— f d "‘ i ment for three days and a half, and
N Z| i| having taken altogether fifty grains of
o NG quinine in divided doses.
O N T+]  The quinine was administered by the-
gLV 21N mouth in the form of 10 grain cachets :
_g flaillA i if it had been impossible to give the-
T E=T=F 1 quinine in this manner, it would have
H SI S [E18] peen administered hypodermically.

The accompanymc chart shews the rapid fall of the temper-
ature under the quinine treatment.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE CANADIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

The ninth annual meeting ofthe Canadian Medical Assocation-

was held in the City of Toronto on the second and third days of
_ August ult :

The morning session was occupied with routine business, and
the proceedings in the afternoon commenced with the address
by the President, Dr. Hodder, of which the following is a synvp-
‘sis.— Gientlemen, we meet together this [morning, to celebrate
the ninth annual meeting of the Canadian Medical Association,.
and from the large number of visitors-and members whom I see
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before me, I feel assured that it will continue to meet with the
support and approbation not only of the medical practitioners in
the larger cities of the Dominion, but of the medical profession
throughout the length and breadth of the land. In the first
place, gentlemen, allow me to offer, on ‘the part of the medical
-men of Toronto, a most cordial and hearty welcome to the dele-
gates from the United States, as well as those from the eastern
and more distant portions of the Dominion, and to invite them
o join in all the discussions or debates, and to consider them-
selves for the time being in every particular as members of the
Association.

When we see the success which has attended the forma’uon
of these societies in.the United Kingdom, and in almost every
other country of Europe; when we see the ponderous volumes
-yearly issued by our hard-working, industrious, and painstaking
friends and professional brethren in the United States ; it ought
to stimulate and induce the medical men of the Dominion to
follow so excellent an example. When we consider the vast
amount of practice and observation which is daily and hourly
going on, not only in the larger cities but in the surrounding
districts of the Dominion, we cannot but feel with regrst
that an enormous fund of valuable information and experiznce
is and has been dllowed to run almost entirely to waste for
3 long succession of years. By joining such an Association
as that which T have the honor to preside over this day.
the numerous body of our professional brethren extensively
engaged as general practitioners, who spend long and active
lives in the practice of their profession, would undoubtedly be
able to contribute inexhaustible stores of medical experience of
the highest interest and value, and which, but for such a society,
would remain uncommunicaied, and therefore lost. to the pro-
fession. The local medical societies do some -good, but. the
results of their meetings are rarely published, and therefore
many valuable cases .never meet the: eye..of the' profession
generally, and are thereby lost to the: world.- There is, howeyer,
one point of very: considerable moment to:which. I beg to.draw
#he attention of the younger members of the profession :—Many
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young practitioners are deterred from publishing or bringing:
before an association or society cases of interest which occurred
in their practice, from an erroneous supposition on their part
that it is necessary to work them up into the form of an elaborate
essay. In nothing are they more deceived; the plain and
truthful narrative of a single fact is of infinitely more valae than.
a thousand theories, Wisely then, did this Association when
they met last year at Halifax limit the time for the reading of”
papers to a short time, by which I trust many members “111 be
induced to send in communications which otherwise they might
not feel disposed to do. It is.only therefore in an Association.”
such as this that the accumulated experience of a large’ body of
the medical profession in this Dominion can be properly collected
and concentrated so as to tarn such inestimable stores of know-
ledge to good account, and to render them available and useful:
to the profession at large. When we glance over the medical
literature of former years, not only of Great Britain and the
continent but of the United States—iwhat, I would ask, are the
works which have stood the test of time, and which among the-
numerous changes produced by improving and increasing know-
ledge are still “ lasting monuments,”” while systematic. and, for
their time, learned works have long since sunk into-oblivion ?
—it will be found that those simple records of the‘experience of’
long lives, devoted with ardent zeal to the cultivation of medical
knowledge retain their value -into the present moment, and: wilt
doubtless continue tobe consulted and referred to by succeeding
generations, as mines of invaluable practical information. Now,.
if the practice of one man, as in the case of Hunter, Harvey,
Smellie, and a host of others, can produce recollections of facts.
which have immortalized their names and conferred lasting
benefits on every department of the healing art, how ‘much
more useful and important will be the combined efforts of hun-
dreds of fact-collectors, concerning all the results of their prac-
tice and their observations, thrown into one great depository,
: the Canadian Medical Association,

There is another .point which I must not omit, I mean-the

effect:these meetings have on our- social position. It brings
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together the members of the medical profession, it enables us to

know each other, it binds us together with a social band which

must ever be not only a source of sincere satisfaction but of
mutual improvement and advantage. The friction of different

minds earnestly engaged in similar pursuits is peculiarly valua-

ble, for it is scarcely possible for any man who has been moved

by the same impulses, agitated by the same fears, excited by the

same hopes, and elated by the same successes, who has felt the

responsibilities, and experienced the hours of painful anxiety in

the treatment of difficult and dangerous cases, not to derive
consolation and benefit by consultation and communication with

his professional brethren.”

Allusion was then made to some recent discoveries in '\Iedl-
cine, Surgery and Midwifery, and finally he mentioned and
commented on the names of distinguished medical men, who
had died during the last year. »

PRIZE ESSAYS.

On the report of the Committee on Prize Esb'«tys being
called tor, '

Dr. TRENHOLME, Montre‘x] asked, if any prize was offered.
The General Secretary said Dr. Grant offered a medal for
three years, but no one competed for it.

NOMINATING 'COMMITTEE.

Dr. TrorBurN proposed that the following form the Nomina-
ting Committee. Drs. Canniff, Trenholme, Robillard, Zimmer-
mann, Temple, Rosebrugh, Strange, Osler, David and Thorburn,

Dr. WorkMAN then read an excellent paper on Criminal
Insanity, commenting on the recent McConnell case. This paper
is we believe, to appear in one of our Western contemporaries.

TREASURER’S ACCOUNT.

Messw Oldwrwht and Trenholme, auditors, reported that

they had found the Treasurer’s accounts and vouchers correct.
OVARIOTOMY.

Dr. STRANGE of Aurora, read a paper on Ovariotomy, in
which he advocated strongly the treatment of the pedicle with
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the actual cantery. A discussion ensued in wWhich several
members participated. Dr. White, of- Buffalo, moved a vote of:
thanks to Dr.’ Strange for his very interesting paper, after which
the Association adjourned. §ill 8 o’clock, p.m. S
" EVENING SESSION. v
Emht o’clock was the hour for re-assembling, but the doars
weré not opened until 8 15, and the chair was not taken until
-8.30, p.m. oo
PHYSIOLOGY OF MENSTRUATION.

Dr. RosesrucH read a paper on the physiology of. Aenstrua-
tion, and produced specimens of membranes cast off from the
uterus of a patient of his while menstruatmg, for the cons1dera-
tion of the Association.

Dr. OsLer offered a few remarks on the subject, whlch was
then dropped.

VITAL STATISTICS AND PUBLIC HYGIENE. ‘

Dr. CANNIFF moved, seconded bjr Dr. Trenholme, ¢ That the
following Committee be appointed to prepare a memorial to the
Dominion Government with respect to vital statistics and public
hygiene :—The' President, Drs. Hmrrston Workman, Clarke,
Playter, Canniff and Oldright.”

Dr. RippELL thought the first' question to be decided was
whether the subject of vital statistics came within-the scope of
the Dominion Parliament or Provincial Legislature. In old
Canada a law prevailed calling for certain. statistics to be made
to the Board of Statistics, but one of the first acts of the Ontario
Legislature was to do away with the obligation to send statistics
to Ottawa and to provide that such should be zent to the officers
of the Provincial Government. . In the Act of last session the
Ontario Legislature provxded that the statistical returns should
be made to it and not to the Goverment at Ottawa. In asking
the Dominion Government to-deal with' the subject, he feared
the Association was ignoring - the rlghts and privileges of thc
different Provinces. - - - R

.. Dr. TRENHOLME, Montreal, remmded the meetmﬂ that Du'
Brouse had introduced a Bill on the subject in the Dominion
Parliament last session.
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- Dr. Hiveston concurred in the opmxon that the difficulty in
dealing with the subject arose from the cn'cumstances of the.
question of Jumsdxctlon not bema deculed If, however, medical
men united on a common system of regxstratlon, some plan might
be adopted by the different Governments to have it ca,rrled mto
effect.

Dr. CANNIFF advocated the adoptlon of the motion on the
frround that it was necessary to educate the public mind regard-
ing public hygiene.

Dr. PLayTER thought the view entertamed at uttawa was the
establishment of a central board for the collection of statistics for-
the Dominion.

Dr. WorkmAN feared that such a scheme would mvolve the
preparation of duplicate 1eturns for the Dominion and the
Province.

TiE PRESIDENT su:mested that the Assocxatlon should co-
~operate with the medical men of Quebec i pressing the SlleeCt
on the attention of the Dominion government.

Dr. HINGSTON remarked that while nothing had been done by
the Ottawa and Ontario Governments, the Quebec Government -
had introduced a bill on the subject, even though it was nok’so
complete as 1t might be desired.

Dr. SLoANE said the registration system of Ontario was as
complete as the Government could make it, but they had not
yot received that co-operation from medical men which would
render it completely successful.

The motion was carried. .

The . Association then adjourned t111 10 o'clock to-morrow
(Thursday) morning.

SECOND DAY’S PROCEEDINGS.
The- second day’s proceedings of the Canadian -Medical
Association “opened -at ten o’clock yesterday morning, Dr.

Hodder again presiding. The minutes of the last meeting were
read and confirmed.
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VITAL STATISTICS.

Dr. RippeLr laid on the table the varicus Acts with reference
to vital statistics, which showed that the Province of Ontario
assumed all rights with regard to the collection of statistics. He
presented the copies of the Acts. He also produced copies of
schedule of registration of births, deaths, and marriages.

3 ..
_Dr. Ffrwne'rnv eongidered himself very much-indebted to Dr

Riddell for the inquest he had held on these Acts. He called it

an inquest because he believed the state of matters to be such

that the registration of births, deaths, and marriages was not

properly carried out. 4
PAPERS READ,

Dr, GEII’II: read a paper on gastric ulcer, in course of which
he gave an account of a case of that kind in which he was
engaged.

The case was discussed by several of those present.

Dr. TreEnmOLME read a paper on Clinicology, and gave the
outlines of some important advances which had been made
during the past few years. In treating of uterine diseases
he commented on the keeping of late hours, dancing, etc.,
which were taking away the health and beauty of our young
women.

A short discussion followed on the subject of tumours, after
which the Association adjourned till the afternoon.

The Association re-assembled at two o’clock, .

ANTISEPTIC SURGERY. S

Dr. GRASETT read a paper on the principles and practice of
the Antiseptic system of treating surgical cases 50 as to prevent
the occurrence of putrefaction of the part concerned.. The
guiding prineiple, the germ theory of putrefaction, was explained,
and the numerous forms of life which spring from fermenting
and putrefying fluids were attended to. Passing from the dis-
covery of the germ theory in 1830 hy the observation of vital
germs in yeast and the belief in the existence of germs of minute
organism in the atmosphere, several experiments by Dr. Lister,
of Edinburgh, were described and commented on, the opinjon
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being expressed that the results of the experiments were strong:
evidences of the truth of the theory. . The most successful
antiseptics were carbolic acid, salicylic acid, and chloride of zine,
and the only means of successfully treating antiseptically was.
by paying attention to the minute details recommended to pre--
-vent the germ from taking possession of the wound. The various-
wounds- in which - antiseptic  treatment was necessary were-
enumerated, and they include the lancing of abscesses, the:
incision of the knee-jint, and the treatment of compound frac--
tures. The value of the treatment was dwelt upon at length,,
and he (Dr. Grasett) expressed his belief in it.

Drs. Workman, Hingston, Canniff, Ross and Hornibrook took
part in the. discussion which followed, and a vote of thanks was-
tendered Dr. Grasett for his paper. :

OFFICERS.

The Nominating Committee reported the nomination of the-
following officers for the ensuing year : President, Dr. Hingston, .
Montreal. Vice-Presidents—Ontarie. Dr: Workman, Toronto ;
Quebec, Hon. Dr. Ross, Quebec; New Brunswick, Dr. Baird,
St. John ; and Nova Scotia, Dr. Moran, Halifax, Secretaries—
Ontario, Dr. Zimmermann, Toronto ; Quebec, Dr. Russell, Jr.,
Quebec ; New Brunswick, Dr. Hannington, St. John ; Nova.-
Scotia, Dr. Almon, jun., Halifax, General Secretary, Dr. David,,
Montreal ; general Treasurer, Dr. Robillard, Montreal.

Committees on the following subjects, were also nominated :-.
Publications, Medicine, Surgery, Obstetrics, Therapeutics,.
Necrology, Medical Education and Literature, and Climatology.

The delegates to the International Medical Association were
named as follows: Dr. Grant and Dr. Sweetland, Ottawa;.
Dr. Hingston and Dr. David, Montreal ; Dr. Oldright and Dr...
Fulton, Toronto ; Dr. Marsden and Dr. Russell, sen., Quebec..

The delegates to the International Medical Congress, to be:
held in September at Philadelphia, were named as.follows : Dr..
J. Ross, Dr. F. H. Wright, Toronto ; Dr. Macdonald, Hamiton ;:
Dr. Grant, Ottawa ; Dr. Brouse,.Prescott ; Dr. Workman,,
Toronto; Dr. Dixon, Kingston; Dr. Osler, Dr.. Wilkins, Dr:.
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Craik, Montreal; Dr. Russell, Jun., Quebec; Dr, Earle, St
John ; Dr. Wickwire, Halifax; Dr. Canniff, Toronto; Dr.
Yeom;ms, ‘Mount Forest.
The notninations were accepted: -
THE NEXT MEETING.

Dr. OsLER moved that the next meeting be held in Montreal ‘
-on'the second’ Wednesday in September

The motion was carried, and a Commlttee of arrancrements
Was appomted . .

MEDICAL EDUcA'TIo‘N

Dr HINGSTON read the report of the Committee on Medical
“Education, to the effect that as the question of medical educa-
tion was under the consideration of the Legislatures of Quebec
and Ontario, the Committee recommended that the education
and examinations in thie Provinces be the same, so that licen-
‘tiates of one Province would have the privileges of the other
Province.

The report was adonted

VITAL STATISTICS,

Dr HINGSTO‘I moved seconded by Dr. Canmﬂ' that the
Assoclatxon was of opinion that the samtary laws at present in
-existence in the Dominion were msuﬁicxent to meet the require-
ments of publxc health, and that a gystem of public hygiene
must embrace an acquamtance with vital statistics; that the
1mporfance of that knowledge was recovmsed elsewhere, and
.that in countries not more fa,vorably situated ‘than Canada,
systems more or less complete of vital statistics obtain, and
sanitary laws had been enanted and enforced. The Association
therefore pmyed that if it were within the scope and power of
the Dominion Parhament such a comprehensive scheme should
be introduced as would supply a ‘much felt want, and afford to
the members’ of the profession throun'hout the Dominion, and
other scientific persons, additional méans’ of- acquiring a more
exben&ed knowledoe of the more prevalenb diseases, and estab-
Thshmg 8 comprehensxve law relating to public health.

.. The motion was carried.
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. The commumcatxons Whlch were to have been read by Dr.
Yeomans, of Mount Forest, and Dr. O!dwnght wére, at’the.
reqiest of those’ gentlemen, deferred because of the lateness of
‘the hour. = :

~ Dr. ReEvE, .Loronto ‘read an mterestmg paper on Otolocy or
Aural Surgery, for vshxch he recexved a vote of thanks

"'JOTES OF THANKS

The President then le’f"r the chair, a,fter which the thanks.of
the Association were, on motion of Dr. Sweetland, seconded by
Pr. Workman, presented to Dr. IIodder for his conduct in the

_ehair.
Dr. TrevnorME moved the thanks of the members of the
* Association to the Toronto members of the Association for the-
réception they had given to their visitors, ‘
The motion was seconded and carried unanimously.

On motion of Dr. WoRKMAN, seconded by Dr. Rosebrugh,
votes of thanks were passed to the General Secretary, Dr.
David, and the Treasurer, Dr. Robillard.

The Association then adjourned.

I‘XCURSION TO COUCHICHING

At the inyitation of the medical men of Toronto, the members
of the Canadian Medical Association, which has been holding its
annual meeting in this city, yesterday took a trip to Lake
Couchiching.© At 8 o’clock a special train consisting of a loco-
motive, three ordinary and two drawing-room cars left the City
Hall Station of the Northern Railway, for Belle Ewart, The
party numbered 150, fully half of whom were ladies. The Band
of the Tenth Royals, under the direction of Mr. Toulmin, was
‘on -board, and performed a select programme of music during
the journey. At Belle Ewart the .party left the train and em-
barked on the Lady of the Lakes, which conveyed them, io
Couchiching. The weather was delightful though a.trifle warm,
and no unpleasant swell disturbed the equanimity of the ladies.

‘The charming scenery of Lake Simcoe was generally. admired,
and when after passing the Narrows, a view of Lake Couchi-
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«ching was obtained, it. was admitted that no more charming
summer resort could be found in Canada. The excursionists
landed at the pier, and proceeded to the Couchiching Hotel, a
-handsome and commodious wooden structure, situated in the
midst of tastefully arranged grounds, which occupy an extensive
promontory facing the rising town of Orillia.

At half-past two the party sat down to an excellent dinner,
‘which was served in Mr. Scully’s best style. The chair was
“taken by Dr. Hodder, President of the Association.

Hospital Reports,

"MEDICAL AND SURGICAL CASES OCCURRING IN THE PRACTICE OF THE
MONTREAL GENERAL HOSPITAL.

Malignant disease of the peritoneum complicated with Phthisis
pulmonalis. Under Dr. DRAKE. Reported by Mr. C. S.
Murray. ‘

M. 8., about 60 years of age, of medium height, very emac-
ated, of a cachectic appearance, was admitted into the Montreal
‘General Hospital on the 25th Sept. 1875. Her history could
‘not be obtained. On admission she was in a very weak state,
-complained of great pain in the bowels, vomited a few times.
Had a slight cough but did not complain of any pain in her chest
‘or distress of breathing. Abdomen moderately distended by
-ascitic fluid. No anasarca. Over the pubes a firm non-sensitive
-tumour was felt. On examination per vagindm a similar firm
‘non-sensitive tumour was felt through the upper wall of the
vagina; a tumour of similar character was felt on examination
per rectum. When this was pressed by the hand over the pubes,
«or by the finger in the rectum, it gave a sensible impulse to the
finger of the other hand placed on the os uteri. Length of the
xuterus was 13 inches. The existence of two fibroid tumours
-was diagnosed. She was ordered the Chronic Pectoral mixture
of the Hospital. She presented well-marked signs of pulmonary
:phthisis, and died six days after admission.

Autopsy, 4 hours after death. No rigor mortis, body warm,

%
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‘skin dirty yellow, conjunctiva yellow, abdomen moderately dis-
tended, linece albicantes faintly marked, axillary glands not .
enlarged, no cancer of the breast.

Brain, normal ; liver, normal ; spleen, congestsd ; left -
kidney, healthy ; in  the upper part: of the ngbt leney was a
firm cancerous nodule, of the size of a bean; ; in the inferior ex-
tremity was a similar small nodule the size of a pea. Each of
these was situated at the base of a pyramid.

Pancreas, healthy.

LZungs.—In the apex of the right lung was a large cavity
with membranous walls ; the rest of the lobe and the middle
lobe were infiltrated with caseous spots. The inferior lobe was
congested, crepitant, In the left ‘apex was a small cavity the
size of a walnut filled with yellow caseous matter. The whole
of the superior lobe 2rd upper part of the inferior lobe were
infiltrated with spots of degeneration, ahout the size of split
peas. The intervening tissue was dense ahd fibrous. No mili-
ary tubercle noticed. Extensive pleuritic adhesions existed all
round both lungs.

Heart.—All valves competent but the mitral, the smaller
segment of which was thickened and puckered. Left ventricle
ﬁrmly contracted. Right heart and inferior vena cava filled
with dark grumous blood 5 oz, of clear fluid in the pericar.
dial sac.

Peritoneum.—35 oz. of a greenish fluid in the peritoneal sac.
Both visceral and parietal layers were studded with numerous
cysts with their walls, of the size of hazel muts, filled with a
clear colourless fluid. On the parietal layer, mesentery and
omentum were numerous small soft sacs or irregular tubercular
elevations, 8 lines high, filled with a thick' yellow substance,
which under the microscope was seen to consist chiefly of
large oval cells, with two or three nuclei. These small masses
had coalesced and become matted to form a somewhat nodulated
soft lamina over the upper surface of the liver and spleen, in
the iliac fossa and pelvis. Scattered over the omentum were
several small tumours, and one larger oue about the size of a
pigeons egg, firm, hard, of a cancerous nature. The omentum



112 CANADA MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

was contracted, puckered and reduced in size. There was
thickening and mitting together of the peritoneum, forming the
broad ligaments, but no adhesions existéd between the periton-
eum and the viscera of the abdomen ; the mtestmes and
stomach were unaffected.

Uterus—A globular tumour about the size of a man’s fist was
situated in the anterior wall of the uterus, separated from the
muscular substance which surrounded it by a capsule of loose
connective tissue, so that it could readily be enucleated. This
tumour, which involved the whole anterior wall, extended up-
wards and caused slight anteflexion of the body of the uterus.
On section, the exposed surface varied from whitish to a grayish
color ; firm throughout. It consisted chiefly of bundles of
fibrous tissue interlaced with one another in an irregular manner.
The pressure of these bands threw up ridges upon it, so that
the surface was uneven. The walls of the uterus were of nor-

mal thickness, and the length of the cavity was increased to the
extent of a quarter of an mch A small subperitoneal fibroid
the size of a marble was situated on the posterior surface of the
large interstitial one, connected to it by a short oval base about
2 lines thick. Anteriorly at the junction of the body and neck
there was a small interstitial fibroid ; two larger ones, the size
of walnuts, also interstitial, were situated one in each angle,
occluding completely the Fallopian tubes.  Another smaller
fibroid was situated in the left wall of the cervix and immediately
behind it was a small sub-serous one. These tumours are sim-
ilar in appearance to the one described. Rugee of the cervix
were distinctly marked. Os externum small. The vaginal por-
tion of the uterus smaller than normal. Both Fallopian tubes
were occluded by the tumours situated in the angles, and were
thickened and hardened. The right ovary was completely re-
placed by three or four separate cysts, containing fluid of the
consistence of water ; collectively they were equal in size to an
orange. The left ovary was replaced by an old abscess with
thick irregular walls, having in places fibrous trabecule con-:
necting the adjacent parietes. When removing the uterus the’
posterior wall of thxs ulcer was’ ruptured and a small ‘quantity
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of thick yellowish pus escaped. The tissues forming the broad
ligaments were matted together and thickened, the peritoneum
being covered with the same cancerous deposit as was observed
in other parts. :

Gioma of the 007 -pus Striatum. ——Autopsy —Under Dr. Ross
Reported by Mr. R. L. MacDoxNELL,

M. M., wt. 60, admitted to the Montreal General Hospml
July 23, 1870, under Dr. Ross.

Is mother of a large family, and has always been of temperate
habits. No history of syphilis. In good health and perfectly
sane up to a month ago. Was then observed to act in a strange
manner. Became irregular in habits. Assumed at times a
sleepy, stupid air, so much so that her friends at first thought
she was drunk. Evinced desire to steal and secrete artlcles of
no use or value. On one occasion’attempted to set her bed on
fire. Became subject to involuntary passages of urine and
feces, )

On the day of her admission, she was dull and stupid ; could
not answer correctly the simplest questions; regarded every-
body with a peculiarly vacant stare ; voice thick and husky,
like that of a drunken man. Could give no information what-
ever, as to the history of her ailments. Can hardly be kept in
bed, falls or slides out of it to sit or lie on the floor ; occasionally
hxdes, under the mattress or pillow, all articles within her reach.
Is highly emotional, laughing or erying on the slightest provo-
cation.. Left leg pamlyzed from hip downwards. Pupils; rather
contracted, answer to stimulus of light, and are of equal size.
Urine and feces pass involuntarily.

Pulse, 56, full and regular. Radial artery tortuous but not
stiffened, Temperature, 97°. Urine darkish in eolour, con-
tains mucus and pus corpuscles with a very small percentage of
albumen. Sp, gr. 1.018.

Ordered to take potassii bromidi, gr. xv. three times a day.
Also a white draught.

July 28th.—Motor paralysis of right sif'xse apparent to-day.
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Facial nerves unaffected. No twisting of mouth or protrusion
of tongue to wrong side noticed to-day Pa’nent very stupid :
can scarcely articulate.

July 29th.—Pulse and -temperature uncha,.wpﬂ Breathing
stertorous Unable to speak or protrude the tongue. Can open
the eyelids at will. Pupils contracbed‘ but equal in size ;.
Pulse 60,

July 81st.—Right eye less sensible to touch than left. Leﬁ
pupil more dllated than right. Neither affected by light.
Clonic spasms of muscles of the left side. Puk,e 60 Tempera—
ture 97°4°. Equal on each side.

Aug. 1st.—A little improvement. Can swallow well. No
more Spasms,

Recognized her son who had come to see her, and cmed on
his departure, though unable to speak to him.

Remaing in bed wzthr.\uf constraint, - Pulse 80 . Temnerature
97-6°. ‘

Aug. &th.—Condition lmproved Spoke once or tmce with
distinctness. Can answer questlons correctly by « Yes and
No.”

Aug. 11th. ——Agam stupid and somzolent. Urxne“unchanged.
Pulse 90, small and weak., Right and left axilla show a differ-
ence of temperature. Right 99-0°. Left 102-0°.

Aug. 12th.—Died late last night.

Autopsy.—Brain generally firm.

Arachnoid thickened along line of the vessels. Slight effu-
sion between dura mater and arachnoid. Arteries of circle of
Willis, enlarged, atheromatous and calcified. Right internal
carotid large and more calcareous than left. Puncta vasculosa
numerous and large. Pinkish discoloration along the margin of
the gray substance in the centrum ovale majus. Lateral ventrx-
¢cles contain -about four drachms of flnid. Anterior cornu
of the right lateral ventricle flattened and atrophied.. No
distension. Fornix firm, Inflammatory thickening of lining
membrane of corpus striatum. Under the outer lateral half of
the corpus on the left side is a hard, well defined tumour, as
large as a hazel nut, lying embedded in softened brain substance,
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from whxeh it could readily be enucleated. No distinct capsule
around growth. Other organs healthy.

The tumour when sepa.rated was found hard and tough, white
‘in colour and rather vascular. Havmcr allowed it to harden in
aleohol for several days, I examined it under the microscope, and
found it to present the foHowmc characters. Sections from the
outside of the tumour were ‘composed of extremely small, non-
nucleated cells, of equal size, very numerous, closely aggregated,
and embedded in a matrix which in some places appeared to be
composed of fine fibrillze, while in other sections it was homo-
geneous. Every here and there was the cut end of a fine capil-
lary vessel. The microscopic structure of the interior of the
growth was slightly different. The distinction between cells and
matrix was not so well marked, and the tumour appeared to be
undergoing some process of disintegration.

From these characters it may be inferred that it is a glioma.

Reviews and Hatices of Books.

Medical Thermometry and Human ZTemperature, By E.
SeeuiN, M. D.—New York, Wm. Wood & Co., 1876.

This is the second edition of this work. It is however our
own first acquaintance with it, and we feel sure that there are
also many of our readers who are in ignorance of its existence.
For this reason we may extend our remarks further than is
usually necessary in the case of works which have already un-
dergone previous editions.

Dr. Seguin is a profound enthusiast on the subject of which
he writes, and having devoted many years to the accumulation
of innumerable observations and much thought to the scientific
elaboration of this material, he is enabled to furnish us with an
amount of concentrated infermation which is truly surprising.
Besides which, it is at once visible to the reader that he is a
most advanced thinker, and every page is found to contain sug-.
gestions very striking, from their originality, and from the com-.
prehensiveness of their grasp. .
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In accordance with its title, the work is composed of two
-cssentially distinct portions. The first deals with medical ther-
-1ometry, that is to say, the science of observing and appre-
-clating abrormal temperature in disease. The second, on
human temperature, discowrses on the norme of the human
stemperature, under varying ¢onditions, the relations this bears
rto the ether vital functions, the importance of pyrogenic ob-
: servations for social, educational and other purposes.
«After a short historical notice of the origin of the practice of
i thermowretry, showing how much of our present knowledge is,
~strange-to say only an ¢ Hippocratic renaissance ’—the author
: proceeds to-show by what means the physiological temperature
iig.amainteined and to what variations it is subject. Then follow
wchapters mpon ‘the temperature waves which are found in
various diseases. The list of thesc is extremely complete and
in every case it:is:attempted to be shown how far we may be
_guided in our-diagnosis aud prognosis by the thorough and
.. frequent use of ‘the «clinical thermometer. All these chapters
~are embellished with numerous carefully executed charts exhi-
" biting the typical curves together with examples-of the more
.-exceptiongl varieties of these. Dr. Seguin everywhere claims
for thermometry-superiority over every other means of diagnosis
- and persistently urges the recognition of its claims—holding its
- great -attraction te be that it is an instrument of Positive
Diagnosis as contrasted with those of Physical Diagnosis—
the latter requiring the intervention of our educated medical
senses to interpret their reports, the former mathematically
indicating the phenomena which our senses cannot reach. ¢ Of
all recent improvements,” he says, “ none will be so potent to
. give medicine a place.among the Positive Sciences as its adop-
¢ tion of thermometry.” .
The author urges the adoption of a new thermometer for
. observations on buman temperature—one which he cails the
Physiological Thermometer—this is to have its zero at the
norme of the human adult, viz : 98.6°F= 87°C—and to havc,
.- graduated range downwards of 7°C, and upwards of 10°C.
""The general adoption of such an instrument by the profession -



REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS. 117

-~

would undoubtedly save a-great deal of the present confusion:.
which arises from the diversity of the scales in use in different
countries. Besides which, it would simplify much the observa--
tions to be recorded by lay persons whose assistance in this.
practice is almost essential to us.

It is also recommeénded to us to accustom ourselves to the use:
of the surface-thermometer-and thermoscope. Without doubt.
these aids are invaluable for careful scientific observations in.
hospital wards, but we doubt if they will readily be adopted im
ordinary practice. ‘ o '

The chapters on thermo-therapentics and apyretic medica—
tion are particularly interesting. Every one now admits that.
one of the greatest of modern improvements in therapeutics has-
been the systematic and persistent employment of measures.
calculated to maintain the body at a point as near its norme as.
possible, Much is already known of the application of these:
means, but very much more has yet to be learnt. It is the-
primary duty of every medical man to make himself conversant
with the rules and regulations which are capable of guiding
this fundamental portion of his management of ail febrile com-
plaints. A very full and able account is here given of the
various ways in which water is to be used as a carrier of tem-
perature whilst attention is also fairly directed to the important.
part played by food in governing the temperature of the body..
Apyretic drugs are also noticed. ‘ :

The'special application of thermometry to Life Insurance,.and:
to the supervision of the health of schools is then shortly dwelt
upon. :

Our author would be for having the ¢ thermometer in every
family ”—and he would educate every mother in its use. He
would make her “ love, study and trust the little magician. who
like the finger in the fairy tale, tells things that nobody can
know otherwise, with it she will give us a trusty account of the
condition of her patient. During our absence, her hand will
be our hand, her eye our eye.”

‘This work should be read by every practitioner desirous of
keeping well informed of the present status of his science in all



118 CANADA MEDICAL AND SURGIOAL JOURNAL.

its branches. It is a complete compendium of our present
knowledge of this important and interesting subject. It is
written in clear, concise, philosophical lanvuacre, and is clesely
and convmcmcrly argumentative throughout. The confidence of
the author is found to be unbouuded in the great fuiare that
stretches out before the science of Thermometry, and it must be
said that it is almost impossible to read Dr. Seguin’s confident
predictions without becoming a sharer to some extent in the
enthusiasm he exhibits. ‘

A Contridution to the Medical History of our West African
Campaigns.—By Surgeon-Major ALBERT A. GorE, M.D,,
late 34th Regiment; Sanitary Officer on the Staff of the
Quarter-Master General’s department during the Ashanti
war of 1878. 8vo. pp. 218. London: Baillitre, Tindall &
Cox, King William street, Strand, 1876.

Surgeon-Major Gore has given us in this brochure a highly
interesting account of military service on the West Coast of
‘Africa. In a very readable form he mentions many facts of
deep interest and valse in connection with the efficiency and
health of the soldier in the malarial districts of Western"Africa,
and proves beyond doubt the possibility of a successful cam-
paign, in that unhealthy climate, by the rigid enforcement.of
hygienic rules and regulations.

Until quite recently the medical profession in the axmy occu--
pied a most unenviable position. Being non-combatants and
junior in rank, physicians frequently found themselves quite
unable to carry out practical suggestions which were of para-
mount importance to the success of a military enterprise. This,
we should judge was a prominent cause of the want of success
of the various campmwns undertaken against the  Ashantee
and other tribes in the -early pa,rt of this century—-—the troops
having to stand on the defense,’ being unable to strike -a‘severs -
blow on the ehemy, by marching inland and’ destroying their
towns—perhaps the natives of Africa depended on the nature of
their climate as their principal safeguard. This, however, vull‘
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no longer hold good, since the very successful campaign under
Sir Garnet Wolseley, the curtain has been raised, and the
Ashantee is fully alive to the fact that the European if he pleases
can traverse his jungle and reach his sacred retreat without let
or hindrance.

The book is divided into ewhteen chapters Tn the first
chapter we have an account of the early medical history in
which we learn that a European regiment, of ordinary strength,
sérving on the coast of Africa, would die out in the brief space
of four years, whereas native troops serving side by side with
their white comrades, lost on an average 8.72 per cent per
annum,

Xu the second chapter we have a resumé of later military and
medical events, and in this chapter the author has vividly laid
before us what the station was at the time of the beginning of
the campaign of 1878. With such an amount of filth, squalor,
neglect of ordinary everyday cleanliness, and a tropical climate
as is described by Dr. Gore, the wonder is that any European
could survive four years of military service. After the Ashantee
campaign was determined upon, and before the arrival of the
troops, or at least before they were permitted to land, the
strictest sanitary rules were enforced, properbarrack accommo-
dation secured, and advantageous camping ground selected.
There appears to have been no clashing of authority. Every
man had allotted to him his own proper work, and as a result
the - troops were Ied on to Coomassie without interruption,
completed their work, and were again landed in England
before the middic of March, hdvmg accomplished their task
after a stay in the country of barely two months.

In chapter eight, the author discusses.the use and abuse of

. @ spirit ration. He alludes to the benefits to be derived from
a judicious use of aleohol, pointing to its true value when given
under proper superwsxon, and when taken in moderation and at

- the pro per § time. - ‘

There is an -excellent chapter on the medico-chirurgical
lessons of the catapaign. The author is of opinion that quinine
given as a prophylactic against attacks of remittent fever
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failed. That in many persons a tolerance of the drug resulted,
and as a consequence it had not the same decided effect in
cutting short an attack of fever when administered as a remedy.
So that the premature use of quinine would seem to ]mpalr its
curative action.

Space will not permit our giving this interesting work a more
extended notice. It is, however, a valuable addition to the store
of knowledge already given in the Army Medical Report of
1875, and should be in the hands of every medical officer who
is liable to undertake service on the ‘west coast of Africa.

Pathology and Morbid Anatomy. By T. H. GREEN MD,
(Lond.), Second American from the third English editivn,
'pp- 316. 8vo.: 2hiladelphia, HeNrY C. LEa, 1876.

'Dr. Green’s manual is now so well known that detailed
criticism is unnecessary, It will be sufficient to call attention
to the fact that in this edition the whole work has becn thoroughly
revised, much new matter added, and the number of oricinai
illustrations increased. Asa hand book for students the worL
stands unequalled in this department.

Extracts from British and Foreign Fournals.

Unless otherwise stated the translations are made specially for this Journal.

r——

Torsion versus Ligature of Large
Arteries.—At the meeting of the Société de Chirurgie,
held March 22nd, 1876, Tillaux advocates the torsion of large
arteries instead of ligature, after amputation.

In five years he had practised torsion of arteries heretofore
considered too large for this means of preventing heemorrhage,
in more than one hundred cases.

He only finds it necessary to use-one pair of-forceps, and
with these he twists the end completely off the artéry. The
end of the artery must be grasped obliquely, not in the direc-
tion of its long axis.
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“Since T. has employed this method he has never seen
secondary heemorrhage, and he finds that it facilitates healing
by first intention. He convinced himself that the torsion of
large arteries would: be a safe procedure by experiments on the
cadaver.

In some of these expenments he cut through the lower end
of the femoral. artery, and after twisting off the proximal
extremity, forcibly injected the artery by means of a hydrocele
syringe, inserted at Scarpa’s triangle. The twisted end never
permitted the escape of any water. o

The anatomical investigation of an artery upon which torsion
has been practised, shows that the outer coat separates from the
two inner, to the extent of about ? of an inch, and tapers off to a
point. Within this cone the inner coats are retracted and
turned in towards the axis of the vessel so as to form a real
valve upon which the usual thrombus is formed, and gradually
becomes inseparably united with the. inner coat.—( Quoted in
the Berliner Klinische Wochenschrift, No. 81, 1876.)

On Parametritis.—The Ztiology and Treatment
of Parametritis.—By Dr. 8. H. Kiscu of Prague, Physxcsan
to the Marienbad Water Cure Establishment, &c.

Gynaecologxsts have recently ngen much attention to the
_subject of inflammation occurring in the mass of connective
tissue, which abounds at the sides of the upper end of the vagina
and the lower part of the uterus, contributes largely to the for-
mation of the broad ligaments, and is remarkable for its rich
supply of blood-vessels and lymphatics. All writers on this
subject agree that the puerperal state is the most frequent cause
of Parametritis, and some go so far as to assert that it seldom or
never occurs under other conditions. The latter view is not only
held by certain English- ““nzecammm, but has aleo recently
been advanced by a distinguished German author, Professor
Schroeder, who in his admirable work on ¢ The Diseases of the
" Female Organs of Generation,” says: ¢ Parametritis is rarely
met with excepting in the puerperal female, but whenever it does
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otherwise originate the cause is generally to be found in some
surgical operation on the vagina or cervix uterl. Any cutting
operation'done on the cervix uteri may give rise to Parametritis,
as may, also, its dilatation by means of sponge tents, the pressure
of which upon the mucous membrane causes absorption of
offensive secretions. In short, whenever there is abrasion of the
epithelial lining of the cervix, so that the subjacent connective
tissue is e\zpo=ed to the influence of septic material, Parametritis
is liable to ensue. Any traumatic injery of the cervix may give
rise to perimetritis, but not to Parametritis unless infection of
the wound has taken place.”

For some years past I have in my practxce repeatedly had
opportunity of observing inflammation of the periuterine
cellular tissue result from very slight irjuries, and I cannot
coincide with the opinions of those English authors who hold
that Parametritis is a phlegmonous inflammation of the pelvie
cellular tissue which is invariably secondary to the absorption of
.septic material. In’ my experience the exciting causes were
want of skill in the applicaticn, or too much force in the use of
vaginal douche, and imprudence in the matter of exercise after
stimulating hych opathxc procedures.

The persons in whom Parametritis occurred were women
suffering from various alterations in the form or position of the
uterus as well as ulceration of the cervix, and extreme irrita-
bility of the sexual ergans.

In the last three years I have seen fourteen such cases of
Parametritis traumatica occurring in women from twenty to
thirty-two years of age.

- Ineleven cases i was caused by the use of a vavmal douche
which permitted the flow of too large a stream of water from
-t00 great a height, and at too high a temperature ; the other
three cases were caused by taking violent exercise immediately
after the use of the earth, and mineral water baths, (Moor—und
Scuerlingsbider). Inall these cases the local inflammatory
infiltration was accompanied by general febrile disturbance.
The local symptoms being preceded from 24 to 40 hours by
-bigh temperature, rapid pulse and somatimes by a sharp rigor.
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‘The local symptoms were a feeling of weight and. pain in the
pelvis, especially when not at rest; discomfort- at stool and in
micturition, and great sensitiveness of the genital organs when
examined. The vaginal mucous membrane felt warmer and.
moister than normal, and was unduly sensitive. ) :

The mﬁammatory infiltration appeared as a soft doughy,
diffuse and sensitive swelling, situated chiefly at the side of and

“behind the cervix uteri, but shading off into the broad ligaments.
The uterus was always less movable than normal, and in some,
instances it was quite firmly fixed.

In three cases there appeared not only to be Parametritis, but
also an extension of ‘the disease to the pelvic peritoneum,

Febrile symptoms lasted from two to eight days, but the local
phenomena continued from one to three weeks, excepting in
the three cases Jast mentioned, where they lasted more than six
weeks, The disease always ran a favourable course; and ir
every instance terminated in compléte recovery.

From the forsgoing I am inclined to think that Parametritis -
traumatica occurs rather frequently after slight injuries to
already irritable or diseased female sexual organs, but that it
runs a favourable course and teiminates in speedy recovery,
especially when the discase is limited to the perinterine cellular
tissue. DBut to obtain this result a suitable antiphlogistic
treatment should be instituted with as little delay as possible ;
in this connection I purpoce to make a few remarks.

Authors are unanimous in recommending vigorous antiphlogis-
tic treatment in pelvic cellulitis, some advise venesection, others
are content with local bleeding by means of scarification, leeches
and dry cups, but strangely enough they all seem to have over-
looked the very best antiphlogistic remedy, that is, the use of
cold. In'my experience there is no other remedy so reliable as
this when used early and in an appropriate manner in traumatic
Parametritis, for it will arrest the. progress of the disease and
bring about resorption in the shortest time possible.

I do not make use of cold water injections, which I consider
injurious in all inflammatory affections of the sexual organs,
because the water itself acts as an irritant independently of the
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mechanical force which it exerts upon the parts, but I apply
dry cold by means of my vaginal irrigator, which is a sort of”
metal speculum placed in the vagina and so arranged that a
constant stream of cold water may be conducted through it, and.
thus cold is applied to the vagina without moisture. — (See
Wiener Med. Wochenschrift, 1870)

I make the applications from three to six times daily, accord~r
ing to the severity of the symptoms.

In addition to the local application of cold the patient requires-
to be kept completely at rest. Occasional purgatives are advisa-
ble, and the free action of the kidneys should be sustained by.
drinking plenty of cold water or soda water.

The purga,twe I prefer is Infus. Fol. Senna, with a carminative
to prevent griping,

Cold water clysters I consider objectionable, though less so
than the cold vaginal douche.

If, when the acute symptoms have subsided the exudation
does not show signs of undergoing resorption, but becomes firmer
and the inflammation assumes a chronic form, the cold applica-
cations are no longer indicated, and must be replaced by
warmth, which is best applied by means of earth poultices to
the abdomen, frequently renewed ; the latter by their concen-
trated warmth, are the most efficient aids to absorption,. and
they act on the skin as powerful derivatives.

1t is to be hoped these remarks may be the means of attract-
ing more attention to inflammation of the periuterine-cellular
tissie ; in the continental water cure establishments at least
many such cases have been wronﬂly classified as inflammation
of the uterus or peritoneum, in consequence of the mJudlcxous
use, of baths, douches, &e. .

If the attending physicians at such establishments-are familiar
with the science of Gynaecology, and will take the trouble to:
make a careful examination whenever pain in the pelvis is com-
plained of in connection with general febrile reaction, the diag-
nosis of Parametritis will more often be established ; but, on the
other hand, the disease will occur less frequently:in such estab-
lishments when more care and discretion. is exercised in the use
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~;>f'vaginal douches and other similar local remedies.—(Quoted
from the Berliner Klinische Wochenschrift, No. 81, 1876.)

Phosphorus in Nervous Diseases.—By
E. Levatre.—Aftér having devoted some pages to the history
and physiological action of this drug, as well as to the pharma-
+cologyof the same, the author etplams its pmncxpal therapeutical
applications, based upon 783 cases. ‘

I In paralysis subsequent upon acute diseases, and ataxo-
.-adynamic fevers, as well as hysterical paralysis and that from
-exposure to cold, phosphorus possesses no speeial action. The

same may be said of paralysis the result of cerebral softening
-or a cerebral haemorrhage of a certain extent. Butina paralysis
foilowing a hemorrhage of limited extent, and which has not
“produced too much disturbance in the nervous system, phosphorus
seems to assist and hasten the curg, even when the palsy has
_lasted for a considerable time, say, for example, for a year.
But that the drug may exhibit its full action, it is necessary that
:allcongestive and inflammatory symptoms shall have disappeared.
Then we must begin with a dose of 1iz grain and gradually
increase to a lar0e1 quantity, never going beoyond 4 ¥s or 15 of a
. grain,

In spinal paralysis, phosphorus is quite inert if the paraplegia
be of very long standing and if it be connected with softening
-or advanced sclerns1s of the cord.

II. In locomotor ataxia, the administration of phosphoms is
-sometimes followed by good results, inasmuch - as it strengthens

the patient, diminishes the incotrdination of the movements,
-and seems to arrest the progress of the disease and keep it in
“a stationary condition for perhaps a Jong period.

It does nob appear to have any beneficial action upon the
lightning-like pains or upon the ocular disturbances of this
disease ; and it exerts a very varying influence upon the genito-
arinary orgams, since it sometimes excites sexual desires, and at
-other times has no effect of that kind at all.

Want of success of the phosphorus treatment seems to depend
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upon  several circumstances : 1st. Duration .of the complaint.
2nd. The existence of symptoms of congestion of the spinak
centres or of an excessive irritability of the nervous system. 3d.
The existence of gastro-intestinal troubles, diarrheea or vomiting,
in which cases phosphorus is contra-indicated.

II1. Phosphorus has beeu employed in lead and mercury-
poisoning, and in poisoning by the fumes of carbon sulphide.
In lead-poisoning it produces no effect, but in the two last it
ig often followed by ver - marked improvemens. :

IV. In paralysis of some of the ocular muscles, in incomplete’
amaurosis, in amblyopia not symptomatic of organic disease of
the retina, in anaphrodisia, the results obtained are uncertain-

The author repeats that we must begin with a dose of 1}z gr.
gradually increasing the dose to vz or a' grain which should
be given in two separate portions, and during meal-time, because
when fasting it gives rise to eructations of phosphorus odor, and
is also more irritating. Besides, as this is a drug which is
cumulative in the system, the treatment must be suspended at
the ead of ten or twelve days, to be recommenced some day
subsequently.—(Revue des Sciences Médicales, 15 Jan. 1876.)

Congenital Absence of Rectum.—The sub-
joined case will be interesting, following immediately upon one
somewhat similar, recorded by Ir. Howard Marsh in the
Medical Times and Gazette of May 20.

On Tuesday, May 16, Dr. Bate sent a female chilé five days
old, to see Mr. Maunder. There had been no evacuation from
the bowel, but vomiting was frequent. The anus was well
formed, and Dr. Bate, who had carefully explored this region
with a scalpel, had failed to discover the rectum. Mr. Maunder
extended the search, but also failed. He determined to open
the abdomen through the left groin, with.the hope of reaching
the large intestine there.

Operation.—A longitudinal incision, about three-gquarters of
.an inch in length and a finger’s-breadth internal to the left
antero-superior spine of the ilium, was made through the integ-
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uments, The muscles and transversalis fascia were divided to-
a somewhat less extent, and the peritoneum least of all. A
few drops of clear serous fluid escaped, and the bowel having a
sacculated appearance presented. Half a dozen very fine sutures-
made of Chinese twist, fastened the peritoneal coat alone of the
bowel to the edges of the wound. The intestine was now opened
longitudinally to-the extent of about one-third of an inch, and
its contents escaped, The margins of the incision into the
intestine were then stitched to the wound by four silk sutures..

May 23.—The infant is in capital health a week after opera--
tion.—Medical Times and Gazette. o

Treatment of Diphtheritic Paralysis.

We give here the conclusion of Sir J. Rose Cormack’s paper
on Diphtheria and its treatment:

“ The principles applicable to the-dietetic and medical treat-
ment of the general disease are also applicable to its paralytic:
sequels. So-calicd specifics are valueless. The system must
be nourished and tonified—the plan adopted being based on.
rational principles, and carefully modified in accordance with
signs, symptoms and results. Cod-liver oil, from its nature as.
well as from its easy assimilation, proves of signal benefit in
arresting waste of tissue. Bordeaux wine is often at once food
and physic in the paralysis of diphtheria; and in cases of flag-
ging convalescence, it is of all wines the most recuperative, being
alimentary and tonie, as well as stimulating. Sometimes it may-
be administered very largely ; but it must always be given with
the greatest discretion and watehfulness. _

Tron is particularly indicated in diphtheritic paralysis, as the:
patients are always ancemic. There are few cases in which its
administration does not prove itself in an obvious manner to be
useful in a high degree. Sometimes it is only borne in very
small doses. :

Nux vomica, either in the form of extract or the liguor
strychnize of the British Pharmacopeeia, taken daily, with some
ordinary combination of laxatives, such as the compound rhubarb.
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pill of the British Pharmacopeeia, ought to constitute a part of
the treatment in nearly every case. It increases the peristaltic
action of the intestine, imparts impulsive and retentive power to
the bladder, and likewise has a general influence in improving
innervation. The dose ought to be moderate, for large doses
prove too exciting to the nervous system, and so tend to exhaust
rather than invigorate its flagging powers. From half a grain
to two grains of the extract once a day, with or without the
occasional or constant addition of from five to ten drops of
the liquor strychniz two or three times a day, are suitable
doses. '

Local treatment is of the utmost importance with a view to
direct towards the wasted and wasting muscles a greater supply
of blood, and thereby improve their nutrition. Occasional
blisters act very beneficially in this way; but they must not be
relied on to the exclusion of the constant use of stimulating
pastes or liniments. I do not know of any local stimulant
more efficacious or better adapted for continuous use, than a
ginger and mustard paste. The object of using the paste is to
maintain a warm glow in the skin without vesicating it. The
potency of the paste must therefore be proportioned to the
susceptibility of the skin. By applying too powerful a stimulant
to an extensive cutaneous surface, we may be obliged to suspend
the local treatment, and so impede the progress of the care.
In some excitable patients who cannot bear long-continued
counter-irritation of the skin, a gentle kneading of the paralysed
muscles three or four times in the twenty-four hours will be
found useful as a means of directing a supply of bicod to them.
In such cases, after each kneading, a mecderately stimulating
linament containing a small quantity of laudanum may be
applied with great benefit. The Jaudanum prevents an uneasy
bruised feeling,which is often complained of after the kneading,
and in irritable subjects is apt te induce restlessness and
insomnia., : :

Galvanic excitement of contraction in the paralyzed muscles
is often decidedly useful ; but it is a measure which requires to
be employed with moderation and at intervals of about twenty-
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four hours. If resorted to too early, or too freely, it exhausts
the nervous power of the affected muscles.

The principles of the treatment of diphtheria are precise and
simple; and yet there are few if any diseases which-more sevezely
tax the patience, ingenuity and therapeutic resources of ‘the
physician. He has to devise and carry out innumerable little
details which do.not admit of description, and yet upon which
suceess or failure may depend. e has also more frequently-
in this than in most diseases, difficulty in holding his own against
the wishes of despairing affection, too eager to seek counsel from
some special quack, or to try an infallible nostrum, which
meddlesome ignorance has declared to have been successful in
a “ precisely similar case.”

The modern neglect of Calomel, —My
attention is called not unfrequently to the fact that there is an
aversion at the present time to the employment of calomel in
many cases in which it appears to me to be plainly indicated.

I shall presently illustrate my meaning, but I cannot forbear
to remark that in the neglect of this drug a serious wrong is
done to many patients, and a measure of speedy relief to
numerous ailments is withheld, »

-1 suppose that at least two causes are to be found for the
present disuse of calomel. The firstis almost certainly the fact
that a large number of the most active practitioners of to-day
were cducated systematically and clinically in the belief that
powerful medication of all sorts is an evil, that mercury in par-
ticular should be avoided if possible, or very cautiously admin-
istered, and that the laws of nutrition, the natural history of
-disease, and the wis medicatriz naturce were better objects for
study and observation. At all events; it may be stated that in
the Edinburgh school some fifteen or twenty years ago, with some
decided exceptions, however, and more than one London Hospi-
tal, this was the general drift of the teaching, flowing as it did
from the remarkable advances in physiology, patholoby and

histology which characterized that period. In truth it is not too
9
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- much to affirm that a thread of scepticism as to therapeutics
generally was woven into medical teaching at that time, and the
effects of this are still manifested in various ways.

Secondly, notwithstanding - this, and - during - the above-

. mentioned period, the list of the msateria medica has been

 considerably enlarged, and many new drugs have been intro-
duced into practice, and many 1mp10ved preparatxons of .old
ones have been made. -

Again, the views of many distinguished teachers have differ ed,
and still differ, as to the value of mercurial medication in the
treatment of syphilis, and not a few students have been educated

. of late years in the belief that mercury exerts no real power

‘ for good over syphilitic processes. _

Much change of practice has likewise occurred in the treat-
ment of acute inflammation during the last quarter of a cen-
tury : thus pneumonia, peritonitis, and pericarditis were formerly
systematically treated by calomel and opium; but the nihilism
of homeeopathy, and so-called expectant treatment showed what
- the natural history of these disorders really was, and enabled 2
more rational system of therapeutics to be evolved.

There is, I believe, little doubt that mercury gained undue
reputation in the treatment of disease at a.time when the diag-
nosis of viseeral and other forms of syphilis was either not made,
or was at any rate less exact than now, and when many dis-
orders of a venereal origin were thus supposed to be inflamma-
tory or idiopathic in their nature.

But I am not now about to discuss this or any other like
matter. ‘

Nothing is more certain in the history of medical art than
that mercury was too freely and too often employed at the begin-
ning of this century ; but it appears to me that the reaction has
been too extreme, and thus the disuse of mercurials has become
with many almost a principle in modern practice. '

What I now desire to call attention to is the neglect Of
mercurial medication in ‘many so-called ¢ functional ”’ deranve
ments of the body. And,as being uppermost in my thoughts
I mention first, as an instance which calls for this treatment;
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cases of acute gastric catarrh, the conditions described by
French writers as embarras gastrique, and . but too well-known
in all ranks of English life as “biliousness.” As an accom- .
paniment of many constitutional ailments, of acute inflamma.
tions, the continued fevers, the exanthemata, and rheumatic
fever, it is commonly enough met with, while as a result of
intemperance in food .and strong liquors it is even more fami-
liarly known. = But the'frequency of its oceurrence in children, .
not always as a result of over-eating, but often ensuing, 1 believe,
upon check to the functions of the skin from improper exposures,
and insuffieient clothing, is not fully appreciated. In these cases
there is sometimes a remarkable degree of pyrexia present at
some periods of the day, and several pseudo-prodromata of
enterie fever may be noted. Indeed this catarrhal fever really
_constitutes a larze part of the early trouble in many cases of
_the latter disorder. The same condition is also very common
during active periods of dentition, when the catarrh is often
more dxstmctly appreciable as a flux from the nasal or. bronchial
membranes, and may be, and often i is, mxstaken for the ordinary
effects of cold.

Strong prejudice is met with sometlmes amongst classes of
patients who can desery the word * /zydrargymm” in their
prescriptions, and its presence is held to savour somewhat of

. violent and effete practice, and of unwarrantable undermining of
the constitution.

It is in response to some such feeling and objections as these
that many practltwnels hailed with satlsfactlon the advent of.
sach, a drug a8 podophyllin, which gained for itself, somewhat
unwarrantably, as I believe, the name of * vegetable mercury.”
This drug, which is uncertain in action and often productive of
griping, even when guarded with henbane and given with other
aperients, generally requires to be repeated, and in this way time
.8 lost, and the results are often far from being so beneficial as
those which follow the action of a grain or two of calomel..

It cannot, T think be doubted that calomel, either alone or in
combmatxon with jalap, coloeynth, or scammony, constitutes one
of'the most certain and efficacious purgatives, clearing the entire
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portal system, producmrr a large flow of bile in the motions
(though not manifestly acting as a strict cholavome from the
liver), and affording a measure of rehef to the body unatt‘unable
by any other means.

To secure this result is a leadmﬂ principle in the ¢onduct of’
the catarrhal state above described, And besides this condxtmn,
T would adduce the cases of acute gout and of gouty dyspepsia,
which are emixently welt treated by calomel at the outset; so,
too, many of the recurring congestive troubles of chronic cardxae«
and pulmonary disease are amenable to the same medication,
care being taken to withold the drug in cases where there is
manifest renal degeneration, since, as is well-known, mercury is
ill borne under these circumstances, and may be mischievous.

Undesirable results would follow if mercury was frequently
given in such cases as I have enumerated ; but I only allude to:
the practice of employing it at the outset, and then it should be
given boldly in duses of from one to five gr ains over night, onee
for all. In adults a draught may be given on the following
morning, containing any suitable saline aperient, such as sal-
phate of magnesia or Carlsbad salt. This plan leads the way to A
a simpler or more specific course of treatment in any given case.
I am satisfied that in many minor disorders of children nothing:
can take the place of calomel as a purgative, :md much time i
often lost by beginning with drugs that are accounted more
simpic. The only medicine that appears to me to approach
calomel in value is castor oil ; but this is constantly a source of ‘
trouble from its disgusting character.

I find that ealomel is distinctly preferable to grey powder as-
a purgative, just as for other purposes strychnia is to milder
preparations of yax vomica. Its action is smarter and more
decided. It hias also the great merits of being tasteless, and 0f
exciting no nausea, and its bulk is small.

Ii: strumous children, or in healthy ones who suffer occaaxon- '
ally from gasiric catarrh, with tenderness and some tumidity of
the liver, no medicine is comp‘uable to a purgative containin
calcmel, After its action a coplous bilious stool or two'art
passed, the tongue is observed to become cleaner, the feveridr
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mess pertaining to this state subsides, and the child becomes
brighter, and has restored appetite. A so-called simpler treat-
ment with soda or citrate of potash will often fail to yield these
results, and so too will repeated doses of rhubarb and senna.
The constant failure of ¢ nursery remedies ** in these cases must
have forced itself upon the minds of:most practitioners, and,
truly, by the time medical advice is sought the time for the
administration of " calomel has fully arrived.—Dr. DuckworrH,
Practitioner, July. ’

Treatment of Internal Diseases.—On the
advantage of the introduction of large (uantitics of fluid into
the bowels in the treatment of internal diseases, by Prof. F.
Mosler, (quoted in Schmidt’s Jahrhiicher, Band 170 Hft. 2))

G. Simon has many times observed in his experiments made
on individuals suffering from faceal fistulee, that water injected-
into the rectum passes through the whole large intestine, and
perkaps part of the small, without the least injury to the
patient.  Lately Prof. Hegar has devised a method of intro-
ducing fluid into the bladder and intestines without the aid of a
syringe or force pump. His method is very simple and is as
follows : for the bladder a catheter and for the intestines a-
tabe is used with an olive shaped tip, to either of these is at!
tached a piece of india-rubber tubing a foot and a half long
with a glass fannel. In introducing fluid into the Lowels the
patient is placed in his hands and knees, to avoid pressure on
the ahdominal walls, the tube is introduced into the rectum
and, the glass’ funnel is raised a little above the level of the
anus and the fluid to be introduced is poured into it and passes
without difficulty into the intestines. R 3

The, patient should not be kept too long in his hands and .
knees as he will be lisble to severe headache. In very weak
Patients and those suffering from fever it is impossible to keep
them in this position for any time ; in such cases, if the india-
rubber tube is lengthened, the patient may remain lying on his
Back, and if the glass funnel be held high up there will be no
diffculty in introducing the fluid.

-
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A too rapid distension is to be avoided, by means of Hegar’s
¢ Irrigator, ”’ fluid is gradually and uninterraptediy 1ntroduced
into the bowels. We know that the fluid has reached the ceecum
by percussion giving a dull sound after the introduction of the
fluid where before the sound had been quite tympamtxc Ex-

‘periments were tried on the dead subject, as to how far the
fluid penetrated by injecting fluid colored with anilin, but these
experiments were without result owing probably to the want of
tone in the bowel, which allowed it to be dilated to an enormous
extent. In a patient who had a fistulous opcning at the junc-
tion of the czeeum with theascending colon Hegar’s “Irrigator”
was used, the patient Jying on his back and on water being
poured into the glass funnel it passed so quickly that in two
minutes it came out of the fistula in a jet, so here was proof
that by means of this ¢ Irrlrvator” fluid could easﬂy reach
the ceecum, '

A to whether the fluid can pas,a through the 1leoc&,cal valve
Prof. Dummann of Eldena has made numerous experiments on
dogs and pigs. In dogs he found that the fluid easily passed
the ileoceecal valve and for some distance into the small intes-
tine. The experiments on pigs are of more use as their intes-
tines resemble more closely the intestines of human beings; in
them Prof. Dummann, by means of the ¢ Irrigator  succeeded
in introducing fluid into the small intestines with the greatest
ease. Dr. Hoffmann, in cases of typhus and ulceration of the
bowels, says this method is of use in washing out the bowels
and in the cases where it was used the pain and flatulency im-
mediately disappeared and that also in these cases the stools
returned to their healthy condition much sooner than in those
cases where the bowels were not washed out. ‘

Furthermore that in cases of obstruction of the bowels this
washing out has had the best results. It has also been found
useful in Icterus (especially catarrhal) and in Cholelithiasis
(gall-stone). In these latter discases the treatment is bn.aed\;\
on the physxolomcal fact that by injecting water into the bowel
the bile secretion is diminished and from a viscid secretion it
becomes thin acd clear. # * * * This mode of treatmest
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is especially useful in Helminthiasis. It has been most suc-
cessful in getting rid of worms whose habitat is in the large
intestines as the oxyuris vermicularis, a tablespoonful of Liq.
Chlori, or half a tablespoonful of Benzine to the quart of water
being used as the injecting fluid. In tapeworm it has been found
useful addition to the ordinary methods of treatment, after
giving male fern or other vermifuges by the mouth, to inject a
couple of quarts of water per rectum two or three hours after.
—Selamidt’s Juhrbiicher, 18T6. ' . :

Salicylic Acid as an Antipyretic.—
By S. WoLrrsERG.—Wolffberg’s work is nearly a complete
refutation of the recent one of Buss. Wolffberg gives first the
results with the trials of salicylic acid undertaken under the
direction of Professor Ziemssen ; then reviews the observations
published by Buss himself, and does not admit that we can draw
therefrom the same conclusions as the writer. Wolffberg holds
that salicylic acid given in large doses, can, in many cases,
lower the temperature of the patient—but it is necessary to
give large doses—60 grains are not enough, and 90 grains are
mt too much. A duse of sulphate of quinine, therefore, does
not find its equivalent in twice the quantity of salicylic acid, as
Buss has claimed. Besides the effect of salicylic acid is of
short duration. Wolffberg seems to compare it in several
passages of his work to that produced upon the temperature by
a tepid bath. And further, salicylic acid possesses this antipy-
tetic” action only in the milder forms of fever, in the more
wure and intenser forms it remains quite powerless. To sum
up, for certainty of action, safety and intensity of its effects,
salicylic acid cannot be compared to sulphate of quinine, as
had been maintained by Buss. And the criticisms of Wolf:
berg do not stop here. Buss had said that salicylic acid had
exerted no irritant action upon the surfaces with which it came
~Incontact. That the patient to whom he had administered it,
“showed no symptoms whatever of irritation of the digestive
or the vesical mucous tracts. Wolffberg does not admit
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these conclusions. A patient of his, treated with salicylic acid
. suffered from a bleeding pharyngitis, due to the medicine
having been given in powder. ‘In the case of another patiant
who died during the treatment, there were found at” the
autopsy, ulcerations of the stomach and duodenum which could
not be accounted for except by the caustic action of the salicy-
lic acid. On the other hand, to support his own opinion by more
numerous observations, Wolffberg administered salicylic acid
during some days preceding their death, to three phthisical
patients who were evidently approaching their end: on every
. occasion he found at the autopsy traces of an uiccratcd gastritis.
Besides, several of his patients complained during life of a sen-
satior of burning in the region of the stomach. Again, Wolff-
berg after having given the salicylic acid to a dog, found the
‘characteristic ulcerations in the intestinal tract. Ie concludes
trom all these facts, to which may be added those of Fiirbringer,
that salicylic acid cannot be given internally either in powder
or in draught, in which it is merely held in suspension. It
should therefore be given in solution. Wolffberg has given it
‘to some patients disolved in alcohol or glycerine, but obtained,
from an antipyretic point of view, nothing but negative results;
besides, small doses only could be given in this way.  Lastly,
he tried to treat seven cases of typhoid fever by means of the
prolonged use of salicylic acid in solution, on the theoretic
ground of utilizing the antiseptic properties of the acid for the
destruction or the counteraction of the ¢ ( hypothetical )
materies morbi which alters the constitution” of the blood ” in
typhoid fever. These trials did not succeed.

-In spite of the discouraging results obtained from salicylic
aeid in his hands, the author does not think that this therapeutic’
agent ought to be entirely given up. IIe proposes to utilize its
antiseptic properties to the treatment of putrid fermentative
processes in the digestive canal,especially the stomacho-intestinal
catarrh of children, and secondly in the affections of the urinary
passages, accompanied by an alkaline fermentation of the urine-
—(Revue des Sciences Médicales, 15th Jan. 1876.)
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Chloral in Tetanus.—A case recently reported
in a French provineial journal will show the extent to whxch'
chloral may he administered in Tetanus. ’

" In the present instance it had ounm.]ted from an axe-wound -
on the finger and the trismus and paroxysms of tonic spasms were
extremely well-marked. The treatment was begun by administer-
ing 45 grains of chloral in three divided portlona at intervals of
10 minutes. Given in this way a similar amount (45 grains),
was taken every S hours for 24 hours. At the end of this time
the patient had regained power of movement over nearly all the
previously affected muscles. The dose of chloral was then di-
minished to 30 grains every 3 howrs. On the fourth day of this
treatment the patient was observed to be somewhat cyanotic and
coustantly inclined to sleep. The dose was then diminished to
95 grains, with instructions to the attendants to double the dose
if tetanic spasms again shewed themselves. For three days
following, this dose was continued every six hours; then for one
day, every 12 hours; and lastly for the remaining few days
of treatment during w‘nch some slmht spasms alone were exper-
ienced, once in 24: hours, (

On the fourteenth day all tetanic symptoms had dlsappeared
and the wound healed. Two months afterwards at the time of
the report, the patient remained perfectly cured.—(Bulletin
general de Therapeutique, June 30, 1876. ‘ '

Hypodermic In;ectlons——m glandular enlarge- -
ngnt..—The Practitioner says that, in a recent paper, Dz
Jacubowitz, of Nagy-Karoly, starts from the principle that no
inflammation to which a degenerative action is attributable is
oceasioned by the injections, but by this means a solvent of a non-
irritating character is brought into direct contact with the glan-
dulor tissue. He avoids tincture of iodine, all aleoholic fluids,
and carbolic acid, and uses instead a weak solution of iodide of
potassium in the proportion of about one part to thirty of water.
He gives two cases in which he obtained extraordinarily
successful results. In onc case he made a puncture into the
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most prominent part of a gland which was enlarged to the size
of a goose’s egg, pushing the needle in obliquely to a considera-
ble distance. After injecting about the fourth of the syringeful
a resistance was felt; he then withdrew the needle for a short
distance, peneirated a septum on one side, and again injected a
quarter part. By repeating this process, he threw in about
fifteen grains of the iodide in an ounce of water. The tumcur
almost immediately became harder, smaller and less painful.
After four injections performed in the course of two days, the
tumour gradually dwindled to the size of a hazel-nut, and ulti-
mately vanished altogether. The second case was very similar.
Here, however, two dark-blue Lcdies remained, which were so
‘hard that it seemed to be impossible to inject them. Dr. Jacubo-
witz, however, injectéd hypodermically the iodide on two occa-
sions, and with perfect success. Ten injections were required
altogether. The small quantity of the iodide required to pro-
duce the effects observed is very remarkable.—ZMedical and
Surgical Reporter. '

Obliteration of Depressed Cicatrices.
Operation for, after Glandular Abseesses or Exfoliation of Bone.
Mr. William Adams has performed this operation with great
success. So many faces are rendered unsightly by these deep
cicatrices, that any operation which resultsin the removal of the
deformities must be a blessing to those afilicted by them. The
operation is original. and :onsists in subcutaneously dividing all
the deep adhesions of the cicatrix, by a tenotomy-knife intrc-
duced a little beyond the margin of the cicatrix, and carried
down to its base, so as to carefully and thoroughly evert the
cieatrix which remains prominently raised. Two have-lip pins
or fine needles are then passed through the base, at right angles:
to each other, so as to maintain the cicatrix in its everted and
raised position, where it is so retained for three days. At the
end of this time the ncedles are removed, and the somewhat
swollen and infiltrated cicatricial tissue is allowed to settle
gradually down to the proper level of the skin. e gives the
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full history of three such operations in his paper. The perma-
nency of the cure is illustrated by cuts of two-cases, in one of
which the operation was done nine, and in the other three years
ago. The  depressions seem to be. completely obliterated.—
Britzsh Medical Journal.

Ablation of the Cuboid Bone in-Congenital
Varus.—Dr. H. J. Little says the only cases where this opera- -
tion can be performed are those where inveterate deformity
exists, and which are curable by no other means. Infantile
congenital club foot; he says, can, and ought to be, cured before
the age of twelve or sixteen months, before the time a child
commences to walk. If properly treated at that time, he thinks
the use of splints and any mechanical aid will be unnecessary
in walking.—Brit. Medical Jowrnal.

li’ersonal

We are glad to see that H. L. Gilbert, M.D.; ('75), has
passed the examination for the M.R.C.8. . He arrived by the

last steamer, and purpmes entering practxce wv‘h hls father in
Sherbrooke.

L Secoxd M D, (’76), has commenced 'nactxce in Phila-
delphia. ‘

F. Snelder, \’ID (’76 ) ha,s ‘commenced practxce m‘
'{ochester, N.Y. “

S. J. Robinson, M.D., ( 76), has ﬂ'one to Chxcacro Where he
purposes practising his pxofessxon ‘

Alexander D. Blackadex M.D. ,C 71), has passed the ﬁnal‘
examination for the M.R.C.S.

Dr. T. Craig, (*76), is practicing in Yolo County, California.
Dr. Colquhoun, (*76). is practising in Durham, P.Q.

Dr. Wm. Smith, >(76), is practxsmn‘ at St. Armas, P.Q., six
miles from Lachute.
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MONTREAL, SEPTEMBER, 1876..

REPORTS OF THE MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH
OF THE CITY OF MONTREAL.

We have reccived the reports of the medical officers of
health of the city of Montreal, for the year ending 81st Dec-
ember, 1875, and it is with something akin to amazement, that
we find two separate and distinct reports—differing in some very
important particulars—which give the impression that neither
are reliable, for who amongst the citizens is in a position of
accepting or rejecting either report. The data of these reports
have been taken from the public documents. What can we say
«of those documents when two gentlemen who professedly devote
their time and energy to the subject of statistics, can compile two
separate and distinct reports, each of which are presumed to be
truthful and without fallacy. :

"~ We cannot avoid making reference to some oi‘ the anomalies
-of these remarkable documentQ In giving the legitimate death
rate of the city for the year 1875, e‘{clusive of the still born
and foundlings, both gentlemen agree in putting it at 4,328, this
takes in all deaths whxch oceur in the Hospitals and other chamta- ‘
ble institutions. We have compiled a few remarkable statements
in these reports touching the causes of death—we doubt not
that they admit of explanation and may hoth be eorrect, all we
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€an say is that they appear to differ. We will place them side
by side so that our readers may judge for themselves, ‘

Erxeuisn Rerort By Dr. Drepare. | Frexcm Reront, 5Y Dx. Larocqre. |
Small-pok, total deaths...... .. 590 { Small-pox, total deaths...... 59%
Infantile Debility.......... ... 509 | Infontile Debility.........:. 391
Consumption.......cvveenns ‘.. 417 | Contnmption.... cevuue.. ... 4317
Diartheed....oovevnviinnnninns 233 | Diarrheea, Dysentery, Cholera.

L quanlum and Dentiticn... 601
Scarlatina............o0i.als 198 | Scarlatina....... teseeasoans 197
Ppeumonia........... PR 169 | Pneumonia, Bronchitis and

Co- ‘ o - other Diseases of the Lungs 361

Convulsions...... ..... eoesneen 125 | Convulsions,....... veseree. 125

Referring to the present number of the population, Dr.
Dugdale in his report estimates the increase by adding six
per cent. per annuin for the four years since the taking of the:
last census. This appears. to be very much in excess, as in
another place he estimates the increase of the French popula-
tion by birth-rate over the deaths at 20-95 per thousand. This
would give an increase of ten per cent. in five years, which
would make our population outside of all extraneous aid less
than 128,000, supposing that all nationalities had increased in.
the same ratio. But we find that the English-speaking popula-
tion have not been so prolific, and that their increase by birth-

rate hasbeen less than half that of their French-speaking fellow-
ccantrymen. We may here state that the birth-rate was obtained
from the retarns of the churches to the Prothonotary, which.
give alone a record of baptisms, and not births.

The energetic Chairman of the Health Committee, Mr.
Alderman MeCord, on ascertaining from the records that =2
number of Protestant churches in this city had made no returns,
rotified these defaulters by circular when a record of eighty-
four births was handed in to the Health Department. We
villingly believe that there are many more births amongst the
Protestant community of whom o record exists, and therefore
the calculations thus obtained are worthless. Dr. Dugdale’s
estimate on the basis of adding six per cent. per annum, for
the four years since the taking of the last census, would yield
a population of 148,000, which would give a death-rate of 29
per thousand.

Dr. Larocque in his report estimates the increase of the popu~
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Tlation at the same rate, for the past four years, that is to say
from the last decennial census, as was noticed to occur during the
ten years next before 1871, which according to Dr. L., would
yield in the aggregate 182,000. = Now herein lies the fallacy.
From 1861 to 1871, the city of Montreal increased in popula-
tion by 27,542. This, at the same ratio of increase would yield
a present population of 128,881 souls. The past four years
‘have been unpropitious for the growth of our citv, inasmuch as
there has been very considerable financial distress, and a large
number of operatives have been forced to leave the city in-con-
sequence of the closure of many of our factories. We merely
allude to these facts to show how utterly absurd it is to deal in
inflation. The 148,000 of the English report is torture to the
very last degree, the other report is, at least, more modest in
its assumption, and far nearer the truth. Dr. Larocque alludes

o the sad falling off of Paris, and he informs us on the authority
of Dr. Brochard, that for the year 1870, the deaths e\ceeded
the births by some 5,000.

The population of France is at the preaent day increasing at
a lower rate than any other European nation. From 1871 to
>75 it has been calculated that France would double its popula-
tion in 1,380 years. Germany in the same perlod would double
its population in 98 years; Austria, in 62 years; Denmark, in
73 years ; Great Britain, in 63 years ; Norway, in 51 years ; and
our Canadian fellow-countrymen in about 48 years. If, indeed,
the French Canadian adopted more thoroughly than he does -
a strict sanitary code, in all his relations of life, we believe he
would double his population in a much shorter space of time -
than above indicated, as they are a hardy, frugal temperate -
race, and long lived. ‘

We have thus far gone into the fallacies of these reports, we
will now turn to what is to ourselves a far more pleasing task,
and note what is commendable. In criticising these reports, in
all fairness, we must admit that the health officers have had very
poor and unreliable records to work upon. We want to call .
attention to the fact that Mr. Alderman MecCord’s circular to
the Protestant clergy brought forth a record of eighty-four births
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which had not been returned. We. should like to know who
these defaulters are, but in the absence of further information
on this head, we may remark that this is a commentary on how
our returns are kept, and furnishes a powerful argument in
favour of a general registration act. We doubt if there are
many Aldormen MeCords through the country who with inquisi-
tive ardour will nudge the memories of the defaulting shepherds
scattered over this Domxmon, and thexr name is legion.

Both reports give some. mtexestlng facts with regard to var
iola and vaccination. This appears to be more full in the report
of Dr. Larocue than in that of Dr. Dugdale, who, on the other
hand, compares vaccination as practised in this city with the
laws bearing on this subject in various European countries.

Both gentlemen go rather fully into the subject of Found-,
lings, but while giving us much matter whzch we have had dinned
nto our ears in a somewhat different form, there is no new pro-
posal or new method suggested to overcome the dxfﬁculty It
is the same thrice. told tale of shame, seduction, misery and
death—and the same mortality in spite of all that can be done
to lessen it. The same experience the world over, and the sooner
we Jearn the Jesson that had Dame Nature intended our children
to be brought up with a bottle, or to be artificially fed, the human
female would have been produced minus her breasts, for nature

appears not to make anything which is superfluous or for show
only. :

We must close these remarksas we have already exten-
ded beyond our limit. Both reports are well and care-
fully got up, but we should advise our friends to unite, and
give us this next year one single report, one which may be re
sarded truthful so far as trath is attainable, one which may ke
looked upon as not dealing in imagery. The health officers
owe it to themselves not to make themselves appear ridiculous.
They owe it to the citizens to give reliable and truthful inform-
ation on samtal y subjects, as for that purpose and with that end
in view theyy were appointed to fill the very onerous and respon-

sible positions of health officers of the city.
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We copy by request the fo]lowmo' from -the- Bostea
Daily Globe :

PHARMACEUTICAL CHEMISTRY AT THE CENTENNIAL. — Chemists, students
teachers, and all persons interested in the arts, and in the chemical indus~
tries and products, as represented in the Exhibition, cannot fail to be pronds
of the display in this department by the chemists of the United States.
Among the 587 exhibitors of the various classes of Chemical Productsa
Boston house makes an exhibit which, for beauty of urranvement variety
and costliness of the products, can smrce]y be equalled, and i is creditable
not only to Boston but to the whole countr, .

Upon a triangular spuace, 16 by 17 feet in the main (.\mbmon hall, s
erected & unique and elegant stand over twenty feet in height, whxc‘x at
once attracts the attention of the visitors to the Exhibition. Approaching
nearer to this exhihit we see the name of the house, Billings, Clapp & Co,
Boston, upon a groundwork of black velvet, in letters cighteen inches in
length, each letter consisting of beautiful crystals of Bromide of potasium,
In front may be seen several large glass cases, one octagon in shape, con-
taining large crystals of nitrate ammonia, weighing 150 pounds cach. Upon
shelves are arran$ed more than sixty specimens of the products of their
laboratory, in glass jars, some of which have the capacity of a barrel, the
largest ever made in this country. The only specimens of Propylamin
and its compounds in the exibition arc found upon this stand, and soms

“idea of the rarity and costliness of this article may be obtained from the
statement that the contents of three bottles are valued at more than $2000.
They have also a jar of the capacity of twenty-five pounds, filled with car-
bonic acid, of perfect whiteness, and the largest specimen to Le scen in the
Exhibition., We noticed particularly a jar of the citrate of bismuth; also,
fine specimens of the citrate of iron aud bismuth in scales, sulphite of
sodium in crystals, the various preparations of gold and silver used in pho-
tography, salés of bismuth, iron, lead, mercury, ctc,, ete.

It is evident to all competent to judge that we have in New Ergland
manufacturers who can successsully compete in pharmaceutical chemicals
with any house in the United States, and whose products compare favora-
bly with those of any other country,

We see that the soluble Sugar-coated Pills of Messrs.. Warner
& Co., of Philadelphia, have gained the prize medal at the
Chilian World’s Fair. This will not be a matter of surprise to
any one who has ever had occasion to use them.



