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CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTOR.

JANUARY, 1859.

“THAT THE SOUL BE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, IT IS NOT GOOD.”-Prov, xix. 2,

THE LATE REV. JOUN KEIR, D. D, 8. T. P.

I. IxTropUCTION.

In proceeding to give an account of the lifo and labors of this ven-
erable servant of Christ, whose loss the church at large deplores, we
may be permitted to express our regret, that he and so many of the
fathers of our church have left such scanty records of their early
labors and trials. The lives of most ministers is of such a calm and
uniform tenor, as to present few materials for biography. It was
however very different with those, who first planted the gospel in
the forests of this country. Their lives abounded in arduous toils, in
xpirit stirring incidents, and in abundant suecess ; the record of which
would form an interesting addition to religious literature. But with
the modesty that characterised them, they, with searcely more then
2 single exception, left no written record of their labors and sacrifices.
They kept no journals. They neither courted nor expected notori-
ety for what they had done. They were content to labor and look
for no other reward, than the blessing and approval of the great
master whom they served. Or if they looked to posterity, it was in
the hope, that their works would follow them. This indeed is a re-
cord more enduring than the written page, or the marble pillar—
Still we have reason to regret that the facts of their history are so
imperfectly known; and justice to their memory, as well as the dic-
tates of the word of God require that, as far as possible, these facts
should be preserved. “ What we have heard and known, and our
fathers have told us, we will not hide them from their childreni
showing to the gencrations to come, the praises of the Lord, and
hs strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done.” “Re-
member the days of old, consider the yoars of many generations;
ask thy father, and he will shew thee; thy Elders and they will tell
thee.”

These remarks especially apply to the subject of this memoir. His
was 2 long life of abundant labor, and of cheering success, but ho
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has left no partien’ar record of what he has done. ITe kopt no jour-
nal of his carly toils, and with the humility 0(" his character, he
made little veference to what he had done, and in consequence his
life can be very imperfectly written. But his labors aro written on
the face of the country, in tho moral wilderness rejoicing and blos-
soming as the rose.  Such facts however as wo have been able to
glean Tegarding his life, we shall hero reeord.

II. PARENTAGE AND YoOU.llL

The Rev. John Keir was born at Buchlyvie in the parish of Kip-
on, Stirlingshire, Scotland, on the 9nd February 1780. Ile was the
cldest of the family, which consisted of two sons and a daughter.—
The daughter died after reaching maturity, and shortly after her
marriage, and the other son has long since preceded him to the eter-
nal world. ITis parents, whose names were John and Christiana
Keir, were very piouns people.  The district in which they then re-
atded, was one of the carliest in which the Secession had gained a
footing, the congregation there being an offshoot of the Rev. Ebene-
rer Brskine's at Stirling. The people of this parish had been dis-
tinguished for their attachment to the Solemn League and Covenant
in the bloody days of Lauderdale and Claverhouse, and some of
them had suffered and bled in the cause of Svotland’s covenated re-
formation. At the vixe of” the Secession, when corruption and tyr-
anny were gaining the ascendency in the Church of Scotland, they
strongly sympathized with the contendings of the Secession fathers,
and cheerfully cast in their lot with them. For ten years, many of
them were to be found travelling thivty miles every Sabbath to en-
joy the ministrations of Ebenezer Erskine, till their own number,
and the increase of preachers in the body, led them, along with their
brethren in the neighboring parishes of Balfron, Drymen, and Kil-
maronock, to set up a tabernacle for themselves near the centre of
the parish of Balfron. They continued to form part of this congre-
gation till the year 1752, when they erected their own place of wor-
ship at Buchlyvie® This congregation it may be mentioned, pro-
duced a large number of the early ministers of the Secession. To
it belonged, from a very carly period, the parents of the subject of
this memoir, and so far as Dr. Keir knew, their parents before them;
30 that by his ancestry he was connected: with the Secession from its
origin, and at its very fountain head.

When he was about a year old, his parents removed to Balder-
nock, a few miles distant from Glasgow. Here they became mem-
bers of the congregation of Duke St., Glasgow, then under the sup-
erintenderce of the Rev. Mr. Ramsay, and afterward of the Rev. Dr.
Mauter, then in connection with the Antiburgher Synod. It may bo
mentioned that, such was their zeal in attending upon ordinances,
that they at one time walked regularly cvery Sabbath, between se-
ven and eight miles, to attend upon the preaching of the word.—
Under these ministers Dr. Keir was brought up; in that congrega-

# U, P. Mag., vol. 8, page 127.

S ater
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tion he first made a profession of religion, and of it ho continued a
member as Jong as ho remained in the Old Country.

III. ITis Srepent Lirk.

His parents were in comfortablo cireumstances, and provided for
him the means of obtaining an education, until he had comploted
his college curriculum, which he did at the University of Glasgow.—
Having eompleted the usual coursc of literary studics there, ho was
admitted to the study of Theology, under the Rev. Archibald Bruce,
of Whitburn, then Professor of Theology to the General Associate
Bynod. When about tho close of his Theological course, what was
commonly called the Now Light Controversy came to an issue.—
This was a controversy regarding the power of the civil Magistrate
in religion. Some portions of the Confession of Faith were inter-
preted as teaching intolerant or persecuting principles; and for sev-
oral years a controversy agitated both branches of the Secession,
regarding the retention of those portions as part of the Profession
of the Church. It is usual in our day to explain away their force, so
&8 to make them accord with the principles of toleration, character-
istic of tho age. We humbly conceive that the Old Light party of
those days, or as Mr. Robertson of Kilmarnock called them, «the
old darkness men,” were more honest. They openly advocated the
idea, that the magistrate should employ his “active power” in sup-

ressing heresy, and in advancing the truth. The - understood tho
anguage of the Confession of Faith in its full meaning, and regard-
ad “Toleration” of error by the Civil Government, as a national sin.
Among thoso who took an active part on the Old Light side, was
Professor Bruce, who at length secoded from the Synod. This occur-
red while Dr. Keir was near the close of his course. Though Dr.
Keir retained a veneration for his old PYofessor, whose talents, learn-
ing and character, rendered him worthy of it, yet his sentiments and
feelings ran strongly in favor of the Synod, on the questions at issue.
Indeed, as we shall presently sce, he regardea the Synod as bohind
the liberal spirit of the age. Dr. Paxton, was on the 30th April,
1807, clected as Professor Bruce’s successor, but we believe that Dr.
Keir never attended his prelections. By the appointment of Synod,
Presbyteries assigned to Students under their charge, scveral exer-
cises, and examinations, which were to count as one year's attend-
ance at the Hall.

When he entered upon the study of Theology, his father purchased
for him the forms, and other school apparatus belonging to an indi-
vidual in Glasgow, who was relinquishing teaching for the work of the
ministry. Here he taught in ihe intervals between the sessions of
the Theological Hall, during tho whole of his Theological curriculum.
Here he bocame acquainied with Mr. Gordon, afterward the Rev.
Peter (fordon, of P. B. I, who wasg then a stuaent of the same body.
and who also taught in Glasgow. They for some time lived together
and a friondship of the most intimate nature sprung up between them.
Of this the following curious epistle may be taken as an expression,
as well as affording indications of a sprightliness of character in
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youth, which many who knew him only in his later yoars would

scarcely suppose him to possess. .
Glasgow, 14th October, 1805.

Or 4Ll BRETHREN THE DEAREST:

e Arthur and Keir, servants of Jesus Christ, and about to be called to
be apostles, and separated unto the gospel of God,—to thee, Gordon, our dearly
helovod brother and fellow laborer, in the vineyard of our common Lord, send
rreeting :—Grace, merey and peace, from God, the father, and C!mst Jesus, our

ord. We thank God, whom ve serve, from our foreﬁ}t-hers, with pure consci-
ence, that without ceasing we had remembrance of thee in our prayers, night and
day; greatly desiring to see thee—that we may be filled with joy. And in order
to supply thee with the necessaries of life, and to remove all impediments that may
stand in the way of thy speedy return to thy place of abode, we send thee forty-
two shillings of money, current with the merchant, which by the grace of God we
have been enabled to procure for thee. All the saints of God in this place salute
thee. Greet the lassie Auld* with o kiss of charity. We salute the brethren
which arc at Whitburn. Grace, mercy and peace, be with thee, Amen.

Written from Glasgow to brother Gordon by
Joux McArTuur,

Joux KEIr.

e have a letter before us, to his dearly beloved brother, Gordon,
after the latter had come to this counfry, the most of which weshall
transeribe, as it unfolds to some extent Dr. Kier’s character during

his student life :— .
Glasgow, March 10t% 1857.

My Dear Friexp.
Your kind letter of the 17th November, I received in due time for which
I now return you sineere thanks. Itfound me in very low spirits, & state of
mind, to which I have been of late too much subject. I sometimes wish that I
could again eujoy your company as in the days of yore; but this thought like
many others, which pass through my mind is vain; for our happiness does not
so much depend on external circumstances, as upon the proper direction of our
own minds. I aseribe my lifelessness to the state of my health, which has been
poorly for some time past. Indeed, I have never been sowell since I came to Mr.
owas, where I still remain. This is perhaps owing to too close confinement, for
except the schoel, which I was obliged to attcudj visited none all last winte -
The spring, however, now advancing, “in whose green days re\'iving sickness
lifts her languid head,” shall lead me forth “ to join the general smile of pature.”
I believe that during the last six months, I have made more progress in the
study of Divinity, than I did during all my former life, The Bible is now my
only text book—all human systems are discarded.—By a close examination of
the seriptures my views are greatly changed, so much, indeed, that I am doul. tful
if I can act consistently in remaining any longer in connexion with the Anti-
burghers. If they would exercise that candour, towards those who cannot think
cxactly on some points as they do, which they now profess to exercise, I could
have no ohjection to them ; but to {)]rofess liberality of sentiment, and at the same
time to impose their views upon others, carries a contradiction in the very face of
it. It may ptomote kypocrisy and superstition ; but truth must suffer. "I have
been led into this way of thinking from the conduct of the Synod, which met at
Glasgow in August last. They manifested in many respeets a very intolerans
spirit, especially in the case of Mr. Imrie of Kinkell. ?Ie has preached none
for some months past in consequence of a recommendation from the Preshytery
of Perth, It is greatly foared that he will be deposed at the next meeting of
Synod. If this should be the case, it will perhaps do more harm to the Secess-
ion Church than the Old Light has done. Toward these brethren the Synod

#Afterward Mrs. Gordon, and more recently Mrs. McGregor.
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showed an uncommon degree of lenity and forhearance. They were resolved
that the separation, if it did take place, would he entirely on their side.

‘ The Old Lights are very zealous in.propagating their doctrines. They have
erected the standard of their new party 1n several congregations already, and are
attemyting to hreak the peace and unity of others.  We have had Messrs. Aiken
and McCrie, preaching in Glasgow, and old Mr. Turnbull has exercised his gifts
two or three times. I believe, however, that they will obtain 1o footing here.
That their design is more to gain a party, than to propagate truth, will appear
from an ancedote of our late Professor, which I shall now tell yon. About two
months ago he wrote a letter to Mr. James Aird, telling him that although he
might have some scruples about the old Testimony,* yet he and his brethren
would overlook these, and take him upon trials immediately, if he would come
und join them. Ile might also expecet to get a settlement in one of the principal
towns of Scotland, so soon as licensed; which would by no means Le the case, if
he continued with the Synod’s party. IHow unlike Mr. Bruce!!! To thisletter
Mr. Aird returtied a most complete answer, which mortified him not a little.

Our quondom friend and companion, Mr. Easton, is dead. The Secession
Chureh may mourn the loss, for he was truly an ornament to any society. The
comfortable assurance however, that although one event happeneth to the righ-
teous and the wicked, while in this world, yet that the souls of the former are
taken away from the evils of time, and made possessors of the glories of eternity,
instead of making us sorrow immoderately, as those who have no hope, should
turn our sorrow into joy, and our sighs and tears into songs of praise and tri-
umph. You and I, if the seriptures are the word of God, shall meet our dear
deceased friend, in due time, without the painful prospect of another separation.
In the meantime let us comfort one another with the words of ecternal truth.
Nothing more is necessary to our deriving consolation from them, hut that ws
believe them. 1 may also inform you of the death of my sister. ~ % %

“AMr. M. has heen preaching for some time.  IIe does very well in the pulpit,
but 1 am afraid that he still continues the same unsteady man, when out of it.
I do not think that he inclines to undertake a mission to America—at any
rate it will he mere necessity with him if he do. I think it hetter not to 20 at
all. than be foreed.  He had a letter two or three weeks ago from Mr. Bullions,
hut it gives no encouragement to go to the States. I am expecting a letter every
day. cither from him or Mr. Bruce, with particular information of the state of
veligion in that quarter of the world. I have not made upmy mind yet, whether
Ishall go to the States or Nova Seotin. I am rather inclined to the latter. 1
am determined to give the Presbytery no hopes of” goiug to cither, until I be
Licensed, if ever that he.

¢ Immediately after the meeting of last General Synod, our Preshytery accor-
ding to appointment, assigned to every student under their care two  discourses,
which together with an examination on the system, is to stand for a year at the
Hall.  They appointed me 2 Cor. x. 18, to the end, for o lecture, and the last
clase of verse 20 for a popular sermon.  The reason they gave me this passage
was, that they understood that I was not sound in the faith upon the doctrine of
the atonement, and it was neeessary that the Presbytery should be made acquaint-
cd with my views on that subject. I delivered the lecture about threc months
ago, when, as they could find no material differcuce between my views and their
own, it was approved of, and I was ordered to prepare the sermon with all con;
venient speed. I have it ready, and am o deliver it at next meeting of the
Preshytery.  In my lecture, I viewed the necessity of the atonement, as arising
wholly from the circumstances in which man is placed, and not founded at all
upon the divine placability.t I considered the death of Christ merely as the
grand means ap[pointed by divine wisdom, for fulfilling that merciful intention,
which God has from all eternity entertained toward his fallen creatures. I did

# The immediate causo of the separation was tho adoption, by the Synod, of a new Tes-
timony.

T The idea plainly is, that tho atonement was not nceessary to ronder God placable. God
was n)wuy§ merciful, but tho atoncinent was needed to open a way for tho cxercise of mer-
cy in consistency with justice.
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not attempt to explain the manner in which the sacrifice of Christ is connected
with the forgiveness of sin. It is enough that this is declared by God to be the
medium through which our salvation is cffected. But I am running on with a
subject, in whick you are better versed than Tam. It gives me pleasure, how-
c\'c}, to think that I may write youmy sentiments everything \\'l(l1ou;resgrve.
T would be very glad that our correspondence should turn upon doctrinal subjects.
It would be of great advantage to me in my researches after truth. .
«Onr Theological society is still existing and in a very flourishing condition.
We have got a number of new membors since you left us, among whom is Mr.
Gilmour, Teacher, opposite the Bank, a gentleman who has exceedingly correct
views of the doctrines of the gospel. e and I ars generally upon one side of the
question.  We have very fierce encounters with Mr. ilogv, who always adopts tho
orthodos side.  Mr, Brownlee* is not yet licensed, but he has given in some of
his trials, I believe. 1le will probably go to America. There is a great scarcity
of preachers here just now. 'They cannot get the vacancies all supplicd. The
Ol Light movement has occasioned a number of new oucs, and several ministers
have been deposed, which makes the demand for preachers very great.” * %
«Your brother is just waiting to receive this letter, which prevents mo from
adding any more. I have not time to read it over. I'hope you will cxcuse an
inaccuracies. I shall write you a long letter soon after the meeting of the Synod,
with all the news. I hope you will write to me as soon _as this comes to hand,

with an account of all the newsin Nova.Scotia, Farticularly of the state of rciigion
a year or two.

there. 1 will see you, perhaps, in the course o
I remain, Dear Friend.
Yours, sincerely,
Jonx Keir.

There are several points in this letter worthy of notice. In the
first place, we may notice the liberality of his sentiments. Ie speaks
of difficulties about taking license in connection with the Anti-
burgher Synod. This arose from mno scruples regarding the great
gystem of diwine truth, as held by that body, for on these his mind
never wavered, but from what he regarded as its intolerant spirit.
The narrowness of their views, and the illiberality of their spirit,
were exhibited in forms, which to the present age would be almost
incredible.  For example, they would suspend 2 man from church
privileges, for hearing sermon in a pavish church. A young man of
excellent character and promising talents, when nearly ready for
license, went to hear sermon from a relative, who had just been or-
dained in the Established Church. TFor this he was summoned be-
fore the church court, and threatened with suspension if he did not
express sorrow for his offence. e offered to express his regret, that
he should have done anything that would have given offence to his
brethren, but he could not acknowledge anything sinfal in what be
had done. They refused to aceept this, and he left the body, and be-
came a useful minister of anotber. At the time of which we spealk,
much of this illiberality had passed away, but so much of it stiil re-
mained, that it would appear that he scrupled for a time about be-
coming onc of its ministers. This also manifested his strict consci-
entiousness. It may be mentioned, that the liberal spirit which ho
thus carly imbibed from the study of tlic word of God, characterized
him through life. While nonc could be more strenuous in maintain-
ing those views of truth, which he had conscientiously adopted, nono
was mere ready to acknowledge excellence, where he found it, in
brethren of another name.

& Now Dr. Brownleo of Now York.
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Another feature manifested by the above letter, is the independ-

ence of his mind. From Dr. Keir's rigid adherence to the old The-
ology, an impression might have been made on some minds that he
would have received his Theological system implicitly from his tut-
ors. Instead of this, it appears plainly from the above letter, that
he adopted his views from no human system or human teacher; that
he called no man master, and that he drew his knowledge of divine
truth dircetly from the original fountain of wisdom. This appeared,
as we shall hereafter notice, in his labors as a teacher of Theology.
both from the pulpit and the Professor’s deslk.
- But perhaps the most noticeable feature of the above letter, is the
rebuke which it administers to that spirit, not yet oxtinct in the
church, expressively denominated, heresy hunting. If there was one
man in our church more than another, in whose soundness in the
faith the whole body had confidence, that man was Dr. Keir, and yet
it would appear from the above letter, that such was the keen scent
for heresy of some would be zealots for the truth, that when a young
man, he was suspected as unsound upon a vital point, and had to
pass threugh an investigation, to test the accuracy of his views. It
is well, no doubt, to be zealous for the truth, and even jealous for it.
But that spirit which is always suspecting error,—is so ready to
make a man an offender for o word, and is eagle eyed in detecting
spme heterodox sentiment lurking under the most innocent expres-
sions,—is most unchristian and injurious. A few months ago, Dr.
Keir, in conversing on the subject, informed us that the suspicions
arose out of Mr. Imrie’s caso, referred to in the above letter. This
Mr. Imrie was a man of subtle mind, who seemed to delight in ex-
ercising bis ingenuity in presenting the truths of religion in an un-
usual manner, or in the form of paradox. This case was for several
years before the Synod, and finally he was deposed. But, as Dr.
Keir informed us, there was a strong sympathy for him among the
students, and from the above letter it appears that he himself had
the same feeling, and this led the Presbytery to entertain suspicions
of them generally, himself among the rest. In connection with this,
he mentioned to us recently, that the Presbytery here in consequence
of the case, becaune suspicious of the orthodoxy of the body at home,
and resolved to snbject all ministers coming from Scotland, to an ex-
amination previous to their being received.

The Theologieal socicty mentioned in the above letter, was an as-
sociation of young men principally students of Theology, for the
purpose of mutual progress in their studies. They held regular
mectings at which questions in Divinity were discussed, essays were
read, and sometimes discourses or plans of discourses delivered and
criticised. Of this association, he and Mr. Gordon were members,
while they remained in the Old Country, and he ever after recognis-
ed it as an important means of advancement in his studies.

IV. Dzrvorion TO MISSIONARY WORK, AND APPOINTMENT TO
Nova Scotia.

But his intimacy with Mr. Gordon was especially interesting, from
its connection with his decision to come to this country. The latter,
when a working weaver, had been so touched by one of Dr. Me
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trecor's appeals, sotting forth the spiritual destitution of this coun-
t(xr;f,othat hlc)li-esol’ved to %evote himselff 1o stufly' for the \\'orlg of the
ministry, with a view to coming out as & missionary. Qur:pg the
whole course of his studies, he kept this object steadily in view,—
and whetlier his intercourse with Dr. Keir, was the means of origin-
ating in the mind of tho latter, the desire to devote himself 1o the
game work or not, it had at least the effect of strengthenmg and
confirming it. Tho Missionary work was then occupyiug the atten-
tion of the Church, and stirring appeals were coming home, both
from tho United States and Nova Scotia, to the body to whxc}x tpcy
belonged, for men to presch the everlasting gospel to the perishing.
But thero were, ab that time, few young men willing to encounter
the sacrifices which sueh a mission involved. IHis heart was touch-
ed, and by, intercourse with Mr. Gordon, his desire to preach t]}@ &os-
pel to the destitute was inereased, so that by the time Mr. Gordon
was licensed, about two years before his own licensure, his reso ution
was taken, and he had pledged himself to his dear friend, that when
licensed, he would follow lsm to the Western wilderness. Thus, he
who has the hearts of all men in his hands, was answeriug the pray-
ers of Dr. McGregor and his associates, by raising up faithful men,
to accomplish his purposes of mercy to this country, and putting it
into their hearts to come to the help of the Lord against the mighty.
It will appear from tho above letter, that for a tirnc he hesitaged
between this country and the United States, whpro a number of his
fellow students, particularly the Rev. Alex. Bullions, had gone. Wo
believe that we are safe in saying, that the matter was finally decid-
ed, by his friendship for Mr. Gordon. The latter, on his arrival in
P. E. Island, had been called to Princetown and St. Peters. He
wreferred the call of the latter, and when some of the people of the
ormer place, complained to him of his decision, he replied, that he
would get them a better man than himself, alluding to Dr. Keir—
Hence his influence was directed to influence the latter to choose
this country as the sphere of his labors, in which he was successful.
Having completed his usual term of study, Dr. Keir was duly licens-
ed to preach the gospel, by the Presbytery of Glasgow, about the
close of the year 1807, and preached in the various vacancies of the
body, till the following summer. At ihe mecting of Synod in 1808,
he formally tendered his services to the supreme court, for the Nova
Scotia mission. The Synod was not very anxious to accept his ser-
vices for the work. Thero were then many congregations vacant in
the church at home, and preachers were very scarce, so that when
the question was taken about sending him to Nova Scotia, it was
carried in the affirmative, only by a majority of onc vote, and even
this was only because of his own anxiety to go. It will bo thus seen
that his coming to this country, was in the true spirit of missionary
devotedness, and it may be added, that the sacrifices and ‘rials of
missionaries coming to this country, were quite equal to those en-
dured by the majority of modern missionaries. At the time of this
decision of Synod, tlere was an application before them from a con
gregation just formed in connection with the body at Halifax, and
the Synod sent him out with » special view to that place, giving him
liberty to return in two years, if he did ot like the country, the ex-
pences of his passage home to be paid. ( To be continued.)
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REFLECTIONS FOR THE NEW YEAR.

I entered the dwelling of an old man, on the forenoon of last New
Year's Day. IHe was weak and unable to walk abroad ; hisdwelling
was humble, and his visitors few. After the usual greetings, and
after some time had been spent in conversation, I inquired, in notie-
ing some pencilling on a serap of paper, what he had been calculating.
I have been reckoning, he replied, the number of Sabbaths, of days,
and of howrs, for which I must soon give an account. As I am con-
giderably above 70, X may say that I have acted as a responsible
agent for 70 years. I find I must account for the way in which I
have spent 8650 Sabbaths, 25,550 days, and 613,200 hours. I have
been thinking, he added; that reckoning only one sin, as committed
against God’s holy law, every bour, how immense will the number
be, and how shall I answer. 1e added that his only consolation and
hope lay in the grace and righteousness of a Divine and all sufficient
Redeemer ; through whose aid he trusted that he would bo strength-
encd to resist evil, and to male progress in holiness.

The example of the old man is worthy of imitation. It suggests
to us all a very suitable and profitableway of entering on the year
1859. Let us begin the year by taking note of the flight of time, by
marking our failures, by confessing onr sins to Ged, and humbling
ourselves before him; by reforming what requires amendment, and
by prosccuting with new energy cvery Christian and benevolent
enterprise.

Reader, you were reminded, in the opening article of the last year,
that you were, as respects the future, like the prisoner whose days
were measured by the amount of water contained in a reservoir. and
from which he was continually drawing. The supply was limited,
the quantity unknown, but cevtainly becoming less every day. Now
from that concealed reservoir you have been drawing for another
year. You have drawn daily, hourly, and every minute, and cvery
moment. Many have drawn their last drop, during the past year,
and have died. ~ You live to peruse these lines, but this year, or this
day, your supply may be oexhausted, and yon may die. Youlive in
a state of perpetual insecurity. There is but one step between you
and death. And can you be content in the midst of this ever immin-
ent peril, to live without preparation for the dread scenes of another
world? Iere to-day, you may be in another world to-morrow; to-day
on trial, to-morrow the case may be tried and decided, irreversibly
and for ever. The fearfulness of a life of pleasure, or of indifterence,
in view of these truths, is incapable of being oxaggerated. No lang-
uage can overstate.it. Sinner, prepare to meet thy God! Be per-
suaded to begin the year,praying “Lord teach me to know mine cnd,
;md the measure of my days, what it is, that I may know how frail

an.

Referring once more to the address of last year, it was remarked
that as a people, we had enjoyed during the year 1857, the three
great temporal blessings health, peace and plenty. We cannot say so
much for 1858.  The destroying angel has been hovering over our
Provinee, and, here and there descending, has left sad memorials of
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his visit, in desolate homes, and little mounds in gmvey:'n'ds. Many
a heart stricken parent will long remember thei year 1858, as one in
which their homes were desolated by a fearful disease, and one,—two,
and somet mes three and four, of their loved children, during as many
weeks, horne away to the resting place of the dead. The cholery
some 25 years ago was more fatal in Halifax, but to Nova Scotia
the putrid sore throat has been a much severer scourge.  More than
& century ago this dreadful discase appeared in tho United States,
(then the British Colonies), and scattered tcrror and despondency
first through the homes of New Hampshire, and next through some
of the then neighbouring Provinces. lts symptoms, progress and
mortality, identify it wita the present epidemic. It was still more
fatal, having swept away all the children in many dwellmgs. The
following statements frem a continuation of Robertson’s History of
America, are of interest at the present time.

“About this time, (1735) the country was visited with a new epidemic die-
euse, which obtained the name of the throat distemper. The general description
of it was a swelled throat, with white, or ash colored specks, an effloresence on
the «kin, great debility of the wholc syatem, and a strong tendency to putridity.
Its first appearance was in May 1735, at Kingston in New IHampshire, an in-
land town, situate on a low plain. The first person seized was a child, who died
in three days. About a week after, in another family, at the distance of four
miles, three ¢hildren were successively attacked, who also died on the third day.
It continued spreading gradually in that township through the summer, and of
the firet forty who had it, none recovered. In August it began to make its ap-
pearance in Exeter, six miles north-eastward, and in September at Boston, fifty
miles sonthward, though it was October hefore it reached Chester, the nearest
settlement on the west of Kingston. It continued its ravages through the sue-
ceeding winter and spring, and did not disappear till the end of the nrxt sum-
mer. In Boston it is ealculated that 4000 had the distemper, of whom 114 died.

“The most who died of this pestilence were children, and the distress which it
oceasioned was heightened to the most poignant degree. From three to six chil-
dren were lost out of some families, several buried four in & day and many lost
all. In some towns onc in three, and in others, one in four of the sick, “were
carried off.  In the parish of Hampton Falls, it raged most violently. Twenty
families buried all their children; twenty seven persons were lost out of five
inmilies, and more than one sixth part of the inhabitants of that place died
within thirtcen months. In the whole Province, not less than 1000 persons, of
:I\:Imm ahove 900 were under twenty years of age, fell victims to this raging

Jstemper.
“Since the settlement of this country, such a mortality bad not been known.
& was ohserved that the distemper proved most fatal, when plentiful evacuations,
particularly bleeding, were used; a great prostration of strength being an in-
vurizble symptom.  The summer of 1735, when the sickness began, was unusu-
ally wet and cold, and the casterly winds greatly prevailed ; but it was acknow-
ledged to be, not “a creature of the scasons,” as it raged through every part of

tie year.”

Its ravages have been felt in this Province previous to the last
year, but during the past season it has not only spread mqre widely
but the region of its greatest activity and severity has been within
the bounds of our own Church. Young people and children, have
died in considerable numbers, both East and West, on the coast and
in the interior, but its most deadly ravages have been in the Lower
village of Truro, on the Gay’s River and Shubenacadie settlements,
and still more recently in" Dartmouth and Halifax. How loudly
sounds the voice of God in the ears of the young, (may it reach their



1859 Reflections for the New Year. 11

hearts,))—Seck the Lord—Sceek him with your whole heart,—Secek him
carl—and to parents,—These are my children,—XNurse them for me,
—Regard them as loans,—Train them for another world.

We have seen Christ conquering death for kis people during ithe year.
Some have fallen asleep in Jesus, and have been garnered like a
shock of corn when it is fully ripe. These men were standard bear-
ers in their time, and their names very properly, are recorded in the
Christian Instructor, under the head Obituary.  Brt, younger persons
and children have departed, calmly resting on Jesusgand their record
is found only in the hearts and memorics of weeping friends, and in
the book of the recording angel.  Butah! othershave been cut down
in their sing, despising all, warning and resisting all entreaties.  In-
temperance bas been pursuing its demon work, and mammon has
been hardening hearts against God.  Death will wait for none; and
the careless, the dissipated and the worldling, have been called to
the judgment seat, as well as the pious. Oh that the living were
wise, that they would observe these things, and turn to the Lovd!

As a people, we have many and lowd calls to gratitude. We have
peace and plenty. Wars we have heard of, butits terrors we have
never seen.  Cur land has brought forth abundantly. ¥ood iz abun-
dant and cheap. We have cnjoyed onr Sabbaths. We have sung
the sweet songs of Zion. We have dwelt in the house of the Lm'(f,
and have had precious communion seasons.  Some of us have been
sick and are restored.  Some of us have had members of our families
raised up. Some of us have travelled, and returned to home and
friends in safety. The past year has loaded us with a heavy debt of
obligution to our heavenly father. Oh how ungrateful and perverse
are our rebellious hearts, that we are not more thankful to God, our
unmeasured Benefactor!

The past year has been a year of mortality among our public men.
Death has been fulfilling his commission, in both branches of the
Legislature.  The Counties of Colchester and Hants, have each been
requirved to provide a successor to a removed Legislator.  Both the
parent church and ourselves mourn the loss of a Professor of Theol-
ogy. The death of the Rev. Dr. Brown involves a loss to the christ-
ian world as well as to the U. P. Church. When we consider his
and learning accumulated treasures of biblical information, the clab-
orate expository works which he has bequeathed to Posterity, and the
large number of able, pious and accomplished Theologians, who now
in the Church are his epistles known and read of all men, we must
admit that he has attained A PLACE AMONG TIE FIRST THREE. and that
in his death, we in common with our brethren in Britain, mourn over
the departure of a erear and a Goop man. Dr. Keir takes rank
among the thirty. If he was not a great, he was truly a good man, and
feared God above many. An excellent spirit was in him, for he was
indeed fall of faith-and of the Holy Ghost, a pattern of meckuess
and of brotherly love. We point him out as a model to ministers,
sound in the faith and zoalous in its defence, yet a PEACE LOVER and
2 PEACE MAKER.

Both of the Professors were honored to serve God in the Gospel of
His Son for more than half a Century. Dr. Brown’s Jubilee was cel-
ebrated in 1836, and Dr. Xeir's in 1858, but he whose Jubilee was
last celebrated, was first called to enter into the Joy of his Lord.—
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Dr. Keir died on the 22nd of September, and Dr. Brown on the 20th
October. For services so long and valuable, the churches should be

deeply thanliul. - .

At the commancement of Jast year we h{ld two missionaries and
their wives on the mission field, we have this day inteligence of the
safe arrival of the third with his lady,—a ﬁn"thcx' cause of thanl\:s-
ew summons to prayer for the influences-of the Spirit.
£ the financial evisis of 1857, have been felt severely
in Nova Scotia during all the past year, and as a consequence, the
funds of both the Mission Boards are exhausted. The Bofu-d of
Home Missions, cannot at this moment, meet its demands.  Suvely
the warm hearted friends of missions through the }u)dy, will spch
ily wipe away this reproach. If all who give gifts and entertain-
ments at this season, would appropriate an cqual amount to missions,
all difficultics of a pecuniary kind would be speedily removed.—
Shall our Home Missionaries remain unemployed, or shall they after
fulfilling their appointments, through rain and storm, be compelled
to wait through tedious weeks and months for the small sum, which
provides the barest posaible support for a single man, not to speak
of a family?  Shall the Foreign Missionaries be lefu to conclude that
the Church is Josing interest in their work? How will the Church
answer these questions?  We will be disappointed °t there be not a
speedy response by a replenishing of both funds.

The revivals of the past year constitute a very memorable feature.
Our pages have chronicled” many interesting facts, connceted with
their origin and progress, in the United States. Many men of fervent
piety, and of sound judgment, who have had opportunitics the most
favourable of judging in the matter, have pronownced this great and
protracted religions revival, the most remarkable movement since
the Reformation. Intelligent and pious men, and office-bearers of
our churches, bave entered the prayer meetings held in Boston, and
New York, during business hours, and have seen very much for
which to praise God. Butfarther the fruit begins to appear. Large
numbers of Students are entering the colleges, and preparing to tako
g:u't in the ministry of Jesus Christ. The movement is extending to

cotland. Shall weseek the Lord with increased zeal and earncstness
during the year 18597 Oh that those among us, who make mention
of the Lord, would keep no longer silence, but pray importunately
and without ceasing for the reviving presence of the Divine Spirit.

The Lord has been preparing the way for the progress of his kingdom.
The suppression of the Indian revolt, the treaty with China, the visit
of Lord Elgin to Jeddo, and the treaty with Japan, which followed
that visit, opening up commereial relations, and religious intercourso
with that hitherto secluded and jealous people, are all memorable
events, in reverting to which our children’s children will make men-
tion with deep interest of the year 1858. :

The future does not appear gilded with unmingled brightness. What
may occur during the present year we know not. There have been
startling occurrences in the ecclesiastical world during the one just
c}osed. The increasing boldness of the demands of the representa-
tives of the Papaey in England, the visible progress of Tractarian-
ism among the English Clergy and Aristocracy, not to mention the
fall of a Star in our own Provincial heavens—the introduction of

giving,and a n

The efiects o
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tho Confessional, into the Episcopal Church,—the boldness of the
enemies of the truth, and the paralysis of its defenders in that church,
are among the things which are making men’s hearts to fail for fear,
and for looking after those things which are coming upon the carth.
The battle of the gfeat day of Almighty God drawcth nigh. It may
not be at hand, but it approaches. ?’rcpamtion is being made for it.
The cnemy is mustering and disciplining his forces, and the church
should no longer slumber. “And that knowing the time, that now it
ishigh time to awalke outof sleep. The night is far spent, the day is
at hand.” Our God however reigns over the nations of the ecarth,
Qur Redeomer is the King of nations. Ve would put our trust in Ilim. -
We would rejoice in His presence and protection.  But we would not
bo found supine or secure. We would conclude in the words of Dr.
McLeod, of New Yorlk, spoken sixty or seventy years ago, when the
ery was, not Popery, but infidelity, is the cnemy we have to fear.
“ Be not deceived, Christians, I repeat it, be not deccived by the cry
of French Atheism: but mark with more attention than ever, .inti-
christ, in whatever nation @t may be found. Treat with equal jealousy
and indignation, French and German, and Spanish, and Russian,
and British Antichristianism. THIS IS THE GRAND ENEMY OF THE
Cruurcn. It is the enemy now to be destroyed. Attend therefore
in the fear of God, to the voice which is heard from heaven, giving
commission to the angels of : death “ Go your ways, and pour out
the vials of the wrath of God upon the carth.” P G

THE EVANGELISATION OF TIE WORLD.
No. IV.

In my last letter, T endeavoured te impress upon your minds the
nature of the Forcign Mission Enterprise, and in conclusion was con-
sidering the spirit, which should characterize the efforts we put forth
for the forwarding of this cause. Imentioned that the proper course
to gain a true idea of tho spirit of missions is, to Jook at once at the
missionary cha.acter of bur Lord Jesus Christ. I purpose therefore,
in this lctter, to direct your thoughts, shortly,to the character of
Christ, in order that wo may have an example before our minds
Whifh we may follow and imitate, in carrying forward this great
work.

In the first place, that Christ was a true missionary. Ile was sent
into this world to scek and to save the lost. What, then, was the
character of that spirit which he manifested in his mission to our
carth! This is the grand and important thing for us to know; for
knowing this rightly, wo then know how we should engage in tho
worls of diffusing gospel truth.

First, then, the condition of thoso to whom Christ came. They
were lost and helpless. Desperate wiclkedness and depravity, ere
then the most distinguishing characteristics. Their moral beings
were full of noisome wounds, putrid bruises, and loathsome sores. in
God’s sight they were filthy and abominable, covered over with the
most loathsome disease—tho leprosy of sin.  They were not only thus
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debased, but they had also rebelled against God——cast oﬂ"his :mt{nor-
ity—raived {be arm of flesh in obdurate hatred :\!lrl rebellion against
his government, and all that pertains to God.  They had no desiro
to be delivered from this awful situation. They cven gloried in their
shame, rolled sin 2% a sweet morsel under their tongues, and with
feantic enthusiasm, most cruelly and ignomlmousl;s" put to death
the only Son of God, who had come to save them.. ‘?u(:h then, was
and is the condition of those whom Christ, as a missionary, came to
gave. Awainst them the sentence of divine condemnation has wone
forth.  They had sinned, and it had been declared the “th.c soul that
sihneth it shall die.” They had no powenr,to deliver from this sentence.
The yuwning pit of everlusting woe and torment, was r('\:u!y to re-
ceive them.  Darkness, deeavy forehodings and wild despair, were on
every side.  There was neither power nor desire to effect 2 recon-
cllement with that God whom they had so offended ; and whose fla-
ming sword of divine justice, had been unsheathed, and was ready to
devour them with an cternal destruction.  What conld be more
dreadiul, appalling, horrible then than man’s situation. DBut when
the Triunc God beheld man in this ra’ned lost condition, what effect
had this awtul spectacle upon him.  Be astonished, O carth? Won-
der. O heavenst It jilled the adorable, Omnipotent Supreme Iieing,
with pity and eonpassion. Al his bowels were moved with mercy
towards man; and he sent forth the most wondrous proclamation,
« Let man he xured, for 1 have found 2 ransom—cven my only hegot-
ten and well beloved =on”” Fo this the son promptly and joytully
vesponded, ¢ Lo, 1 come, in the volume of the book it is written of
me. 1 delight to do thy will O God.”  Thus inman’s extremity, the
Saviour voluntarily substituted himself in his stead— bore our sing
in’his own body on the trec—received upon his own agonized soul whas
was our due, and thus delivered us from the untold horrors of cternal
death, and opened hefore us the gate of heaven.” 0, what a most ador-
able and wonderful spirit is this which Christ has manifested towards
man.  Tghis the true spirit of missions. Have we largely imbibed
this spirit ? ,

But let us look some what more in detail, 2t the manifestations of the
epirit of Christ. e left heaven to deliver man, mot to receive honor or
ame to himself. Ile came to our earth not to dwell amidst holy beings
and to receive their adoration and praise; but dwell amidst rebels—
worms of the dust—who are crushed hefore the motk, and whose breath
is in his nostrils. He came to be subject to calumny, reproach and per-

secution. He does not come to earth with the glittering glorics and

honors of heaven, and surrounded by his holy angels. No. We find
him the babe of Betllekem, born in 2 stable, cradled in a manger, and
bis attire swaddling clothes. Follow him to Egypt, then back to Naza-
veth. “ What humility, lowliness and condescension!”’

Look at the Saviour in his public ministry. You do not find him
where the distinguished sons of carth arc ottenest found. You find him
most frequently with the poor, the sick, afflicted, the blind, and
sinners. He is never distinguished for the richness of his attire; but
on the contrary, always so demeaning himself as to be one that was
“meek and lowly in heart.” “His chosen walk was such, that it could
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be said with emphasis, *“ to the poor the gospel is preached.” Ilis
whole public life was full of toils, trials, cares and vicissitudes. Mis
ambition was not to obtain the ease, comforts and enjoyments of this
life,—but to do the will of him that sent him—to seck and to save tho
dost.  In order to advance this object, he could cheerfully forego all
the pleasures and luxuries of earth; become a man of sorrows and ac-
quainted with grief; be rejected, despised and hated,—become a
mark of the bitterest rage and the finger of scorn! Such, then, was
the spirit of Christ. It s a spirit of self-sacrifice, condescension, hu-
wility, zcal, carnestness, and entirc consecration to God’s service.—
This, then, is the true spirit of missions, and as such, we are command-
od to imnitate it. “*If any man will serve me, let him follow me.”"—
in view of such an example, what shall we say? Do we possess this
same spirit? Before us are myriads of our fellow beings, sunk in hea-
thenish darkness, degraded and miserable, perishing for want of thd
bread of life, going down rapidly to the untold agonies of the sccond
drath. We have this bread, and are commanded to feed the famishing
multitudes with it. It is not for us to enquire, are the heathen seel-
ing after this bread? All that is necessary for us to know is, that they
are perishing because they have not the gospel, and that we are com-
manded to carry it to them. Avre we, then, manifesting the spirit of
Christ in the cfforts we are putting forth to save perishing souls from
eternal death? Are we earnest, sclf-denying, zeaious and condescend-
ing in our efforts for the diffusion of the gospel? Remember, “the Lord
of glory shrank not from jgnominy and scorn, untold agony, cxquisith
torture and the most cruel death; hence, can we possess much of his
sipirit, and yet consider it too much to forego some of the comforts and
delights, and fashions of this perishing life, and to labor and toil with
perseverance and self-denial on a foreign shore,—to instruct the desti-
tute and the dying,—to enlighten the millions and hundreds of millions
of heathen, who have never heard the precious name of Jesus, and arée
cntirely ignorant of the consolations of his grace? Is it too much evels
to expose one’s self to an early grave in a sultry clime, if necessary
that some ray of hope may break in upon the gloom of the benigl‘teé
and perishing nations?  God be praised, that the prospect of death did
uot daunt the spirit of the self-denying Jesus!” O, how have my
spirits sunk within me, as I have heard the objection, that, “mission-
aries, and missionaries’ wives especially, go forth to die.” And how
does my heart sadden as I look over the Church and hehold the interest,
time and means expended upon the pleasures, vanities and follies of life;
and the cold indifference manifested in reference to the extension of
Christ’s kingdom. Alas! how little of the spirit of Christ do we see ity
the present age. When we, at the present day, look at the examplp
which Christ has left us, at a world of immortal souls perishing’; and
then contrast the interest which we are taking in the ealightening of
the benighted nations, with the means which e are expending upon tha
decorating and ornamenting of our persons and habitations, and the grati-
fication of created and pampercd appetites and tastes, we must take tp
ourselves shame, confusion and deep humiliation. 'We must confess that
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we do not possess the true spirit of missions. O what inconsistancy
exists between our profession and our actions.  Yes, and ungodly men,
wnoble to reconcile this difference, become sceptical of the wholgx.mat-'
ter of religion. “Why sir,” said an infidel to the Rev. Dr. Philips of
Scotland, before he entered upon his mission to Southern Europe, ““did
I believe as you profess to do, and did I act as _you do, £ should feel
ashamed. You profess to believe that the world is lost, and going to
final perdition, and that you have a remedy that can save it ; why, then,
do you not go forth and plead with your perishing fellow men, with all
the carnestness which such a case demands? Why do you not go

among the nations that are sitting in darkness, thai know not the God

of your Bible, to afford them at least a chance of obtaining salvation?
If your crced were mnine, I could not rest, till I had warned men of
their condition, and entrcated them to flee from the wrath to come.”—
O when shall we imbibe the spirit of Cbrist, and no longer give occa-
sion for rebulkes like this! )

But perhaps there are those, who will spurn from them this rcason-
ing and thesc conclusions regarding them, as the productions of the
heated brain of a fanatical enthusiast. I will, therefore, conclude this
letter, by a few statements taken from the pen of the Rev. Dr. Duff,
the indefatigable missionary to India, which substantiate my conclusions
and views., He asks,—“Why should not all the godly membership of
the Church take their share, according to their varying capacities and
opportunities, in the blessed work—the evangelization of the world,—
some in one way, and some in dnother? We think, that the Church
will not be in a sound condition, untill the membership of our congre-
gations become not only hearers of the word, but in a peculiar gospel
sense doers also. .\h! were this better spirit to prevail more widely through
all Protestant Churches,~the spirit that would prompt men to be not
receivers only, but dispensers of that which they had received,—the
spirit that would lead all ecclesiastical bodies to make the doing of some
active work for the Lord, as indispensible a condition of church member-
ship, as the abstract soundness of a creed, and the outward consistency
of moral life—what a strange and happy revolution would soon be eff-
ected,—what a new spirit of ennobling self-denial would be evoked,—
what a spirit of large-heartedness, which would flow forth in copious
streams in behalf of a perishing world! I long, therefore, for the time
when the church shall thus rise up and face the whole question, not in
the light of a petty and carnalizing expediency, but in the light of God’s
own unchanging trutk. I believe that the church, as a whole, has not
yet fully estimated the magnitude of the work to be done, and that we
hayve only hitherto, been asit were, playing at missions.

How frequently have my spirits been deprossed to hear the cry, “Oh
we have nothing to spare,” and then to look at the stately mansions, the
solendid equipages, the extravagant furniture, and costly entertain-
ments, besides the thousands that are spent upon nameless idle and use-
less luzuries. It is as much as to say to God, the Great Proprietor
of ail,—Tord, pray excuse me, as I wish to expend all this upon my-
self, and if I have a little driblet remaining over, after I have satisfied



-

1859 Reviews. 17

myself, I will consent to give that driblet back to Thee. Thus christ-
ians are treating the cause of Christ, much as the rich man in the para-
ble, treated Lazarus. They themselves, fare sumptuously every day,
clothed, &e., but leave the cause of Christ to starve outside yonder, or
to feed upon the crumbs that fall from their tables. Why not reverse
this picture, and let professors of religion become chracterized for that
christian grace of self-denial in its full, large, comprchensive, Christ~
exemplified sense, which has almost gone into oblivion in these days.

But, in particular, it cuts one’s heart to the quick, when with almost
infinite toil and suffering, we have succeeded in gaining one point, and
then another,—when it pleased the Lord to raise up human agents, one
after another, raiting to be sent forth,—and when we reported they
were ready to enter on the glorious enterprise, to find that instead of
meeting with a prompt and cordial response, rejoicing.in our success,
under God, urging us to engage those voluntary recruits, and proceed
onwards, the cold, freezing, killing answer has too often been, that on
looking into the treasury at home, there are no means to employ these
soldiers, and that we must not take them into our service. In short,
you pray to God for success upon the labors of your missionaries, and
when that success is granted, you heedlessly or wantonly fling it to the
winds. You are in effect, telling your missionaries, you have faithfully
toiled, and spent your strength in foryarding God’s cause in heathen
lands; but we are resolved that your labor shall be in vain, and your
strength shall have been spent for nought.” O, for the day when the
Lord shall give his people a heart toconsecrate themselves entirely to
his service,—to give cheerfully and not grudgingly, to his cause, accord-
ing as they are prospered. The command aud the promise of God are,
“Bring ye all the tithes into the store-house, that there may be meat
in my house, and prove me thercwith, saith the Lord of hosts, if T will
not open to you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke
the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your
ground, &e. And all nations shail call you blessed; for you shall be »
delightsome land, saith the Lord of Hosts.”

A Lover or Zrox.

REVIEWS.

Tne Last Diavs or Jesus,—or the appearances of our Tord
during the forty days between the resurrection and ascension. By
T. F. Moore, D. D., Richmond, Va.—Philadelphia, Presbyterian
Board of Publication. Pp. 300.

The author of this work is already known by his work on “The
Prophets of the Restoration.” In the presont work he appears how-
cver, not as the scientific expositor of the word ot God, but as the
practical teacher. The subject is one of importance. In the intro-
duction, he remarks that «“the number forty occurs so often in® Serip-
ture, especially in designating time, that we can hardly suppose this
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oceurrence to be merely ac idental. :E,.s'pcci:llly. is this true of the
period of forty day="” .\\ ithout profcs.‘{mg to 5?'1\? all.tho 1'—0:15()118
for the use of this particular number in this way, he remarks that
there was one feature of neazly all these p‘crwd\s,\\'w. that thcy were
periods of preparation. The forty days of .r\'lf;.\e:\, prepared ]nm‘ for
setting up the divine Institute; !hc forty days of the children of Is-
el at Jordan, prepared them for their entrance into the. promised
land; the forty days of” Elijah, was a prelude to the scenes of 1.1(),.,1’})
and the conclusion of his ministry; the forty days o{ our bil\'lol}l.s
fasting and temptation in the wilderness, prepared him for entering
on his work as Mediator,  +1lence,” he adds, “when we reach @ho
last forty days in this long scries, we are I‘)rop:lrod to find it a period
of preparation for what was to follow. bpvh :{ccordxing]y was the
fact. It was an introduction to the opening of the New Dixpensa-
tion, for it was spent by Jesus in « speaking .of ﬂm: things pertaining
to the kingdom of God.” It was to Jesus himself, @ season of pre-
ation for the glories of the ascension, and the return to heaven,
when the everlasting doors were lifted up to le.t t].l(\ King of g_lory
in. And it was especially so to his disciples, for in the interviews
gecorded to them during this interval, they were fully mst’ru(:}«:d on
many points, concerning which they had hitherto been but imper-
fectly informed.  And these forty days were the preparation tor the
wonderful scenes of Penticost.” ) )

"The author, believing that the majority of ordinavy readers, are
not sufficientlyv aware of the treasures of instruction atiorded by this
period of our Lonbs lite, has written this work wit}x the view of
drawing attention to i, and throwing light on tl_lc arious  subjects
brought under notice by it. The work 1s \_\’cll fitted to answer tho
aim, embodying the results of the labors of the Iatest eritical writ-
ers, and presenting in an cloquent style, the doctr.mes and lessons
taught in the remarkable interviews of our Lo.l'd with his disciples,
after his death.  We give one extract, which will give a fair view of
the author's style. It is from his remarks on the second appear-
ance of our Lord, viz. to the women as they returned from the Sep-

par:

ulchre. .
“In this appearance, there are several thoughts suggested, worthy of consider-
ation.

1. The mission of woman.
It is a striking fact, that both the versions of angels, both the first annuncia-

tions of the resurrection, and both the first appearances of Christ, were made to
the women.  Why was this?  Why not to Peter, Jolin, Joseph, Nicodemus. or
some other of the cleven? It cannot be that six facts so important should bave
happened without design and meaning.  Why was it thus ordered? Probably
for the same reason that placed three women to one man at the cross, and now
plares three women to ong man at the communien table.  The female heart has
a quicker sympatity and a stronger drawing to religion than the male, and hence
is found more generally in o state of greater preparedness for it. It is more
eonfiding and pure than the male, and hence receives the glad tidings with more
readiness,  The hearts of men come su carly and so much i eontact with a sinful
world, that they Teeamce more seared and hardened than those of women, and
therefore less dispused to helieve and obiey the Saviour. It was so with the male
and female disciples of Jesus.  When the men forsovk him and fled, and gave
up all hwpe, aad refused to Lelieve the first announcement of the resurrection,
the women clung to him, even to the end, were last at the cross, last at the sepul-
chre, carliest to return, und easiest to believe that Christ had risen from the dead.
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It was doubtless in view of this fact, the greater preparedness of heart possessed
by t.e women, that those sex distinctions were granted to them, and that only
their eyes were allowed to seé the angels,

But we look a little closer at this fact, we find that it was not so esceptional a
fact, as it appeaved at first sight. It seems strange that the first tidings of the
resurrection from human lips, should have heen, not from the lips of the apostles,
who were to be the authorized heralds of this fact, but of the wonien who were
to be forbidden to speak in the chureh. It scems at first a singular exception to
the divinely ordained plan for prociaiming the glad tidings of a finished redemyp-
tion, Yet, a little reflection will show us, that it is not exeeptional, hut the very
order of arrangement that is repeated in every generation of the world.  The fact
is the same that exists in the case of a vast majority of Christians ever since.—
We first hear the history of the cross. the sepulchre, and the throne, not from
the lips of a man who stands as an embassador for Christ; but fromn the lips of
4 woman, & pious mother, sister, or nurse, who pours into our infantile hearts
this wonderfnl tale of love and mercy. Some, it1s true, are lefi to an early or-
phanage, and some to a godless parentage; but cven of these the general fact is
true that the first knowledge of Jesus is learved, not from the lips of men, bus
from the Iips of women.

This is o fact of deep moment in the divine ordering. This linking of the
family with the church, this intertwining of the houschold of flesh with the
household of faith, and this interplacing of the roots of the good olive tree with
the olive plants of the vineyard, is & most precious and important fact. It thus
brings the gentle heart of woman in living contact with the gentle heart of child-
hood, and Jeaves impressions of religious truth that are never effaced; and aro
often the means under God of leading the soul to Christ.

1t is, under God, to the prayers and perseverance of Monica that the church
owes Augustine. It was j) udith the s(ep—mothcr of Alfred that first moulded his
heart, and prepared him to be one of England’s saintliest monarchs.  Bishop
Hall records his indebtedness to his mother in terms that place her beside Mon-
iea.  1alyburton acknowledges his great obligation to the early religious training
of lds mother.  The mother of Doddridge, the mother of the Wesleys, have come
down to us linked with the piety of therr illustrious children. The agency of
the mothers of Newton, Cecil, and Claudius Buchanan, in the conversation of
their sons is well known., Indeed Christian biography is crowded with memori-
als of God’s seal on the patient piety of praying mothers. John Randolph de-
clared, *‘I believe I should have been swept away by the fiood of French infidel-
ity, if it had not heen for one thing—the remembrance of the time when my
sainted mother used to make me kneel by her side, taking my little hands folded
in hers, and cause me to repeat the Lord’s prayer.”” One of our Western Mis-
sionaries states that during u revival in his field, a scoffiing infidel was at length
brought to his knees, and the first cry that burst from his quivering lips, was,
*God of my mother, have mexcy on me.”

IIence we have in these first appearances & presentation of the mission of wo
man. She is first to utter to the opening soul the story «f the cross, and utter it
in tones which, though earliest heard, are Iatest forgotten or effaced. This story
is first heard, not from the pulpit, the press, or the lips of man, but from the
lips of woman, in the sweet cradle-hymas that soothe the young nursling to
aleep, as the mother sings, “IXush, my babe, lie still and slumber:”” in the simple
songs of the nursery, when the lis?mg tongue of childhood is taught to say,
“Jesus, tender shepherd, hear me;” in the story of that babe of Bethlchem,
cradled in the manger, and that geutle and crucified man of Calvary, whose suf-
ferings make the young lip to quiver and the eye to fill, with such emotion ; and
in those musings of heaven that fill the child’s heart, as it learns that desus has
there tenderly folded the little babe that died, and that in that bright home
abovo the stars, that there is no night, no sorrow, and no tears. These are the
deep, indellible tracings of holy things on the human heart.  The boy may e
come wayward, and the man wicked, he may learn to scoff at religion, and grow
hoar; insin ; Lut let an hour of sickness and sorrow come upon him, and the
world grows dark; and then, like the vision of an angel, there will rise in his
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heart the image of his mother; he will remember the time when her soft hand
was laid on his head, as he knelt beside her in prayer; he x_nll .remembcl: when
that hand, then thin and pale, was laid feebly but fondly in his, as, with her
dying lips, she commended her Loy to God, and prayed that s'he might meet him
in heaven; and in those hours of sclemn and tender memories, the hard heart
will melt, and the unbidden tears will gush from the eyes <’)f tl}e most obdurate ,
at the sweet remembrance of a mother’s love and a mother’s piety. .

The mission then of mother, wife, and sister, isone of Ingh and solemn import,
and one, the neglect of which must draw after it fearful guilt. If she tolls thoso
who onght to learn from her of Christ, the wretched babble of worldliness and
sin, and leads them not to the fountain that ﬂowg from the riven R?ck, but the
broad, deep, rushing currentof worldliness, her guilt must be heavy indeed. It is
a fearful crime for a Hindoo mother to Lring her child, and commmit him to the
waters of the Ganges, and yet the unconscious babe may pass {rom the turbid
waves of the river to the rest of heaven. But the worldly and godless mother,
with a deadlier cruelty, brings her child to a stream, hose end is in the abyss
that is b ttomluss. Tlence it becomes us to remember as we see the women has-
tening to tell first the news of a risen Redcemgr, that we have here presented to
us what is woman’s mission still, to be the earliest to tell to the opening soul the

story of a Saviour.

PrIDE,—or six months at my Uncle’s. Pp. 80. o
This is 2 tale for youth, conveving religious instraction in an
agrceable manner, particularly regarding the special sin named in
the title, but also in reference to Christian duty in general.

RELIGIOUS MISCELLANY.

THE BIBLE AS A SCHOOL BOOK.

Beore 1 state my arguments in favor
of teaching children to read, by means
of the Bible, I shall assume the five fol-
Jowing propositions : .

I. That Christianity is the only true
and perfect religion, and thatin pro-
portion as mankind adopt its principles,
and obey its precepts, they will be wise
and happy.

II. That a better knowledge of this
religion is to be acquired by reading the
Bible, than in any other way.

ITII. That the Bible contains more
knowledge necessary to man in his pre-
sent state, than any other book in the
world.

IV. That knowledge is most durable,
and religious instruction most useful,
when imparted in carly life. -

V. That the,Bible, when not read in
schools, is seldom read in ‘any subse-
quent period of life.

My arguments in favor of the use of
the Bible as a school-book are founded,
first, in the constitution of the human

mind. The memory is the first faculty
which opens in the “minds of children.

Of how much consequence, then, must
it be, to impress it with the great truths
of Christianity, before it is pre—oce. pied
with less interesting subjects! There is
also a peculiar aptifudo in the minds of
chiidren for religious knowledge. I
have constantly found them, in the firs
six or seven years of their lives, more
inquisitive upon religious subjects than
upon any others; and an ingenious in-
structor of youth has informed me that
he has found young children more ca-
pable of receiving just ideas upon the
most difficult tenets of religion than
upon the most simple branches of hu-
man knowledge.

There is 2 wonderful property in +ha
memory which enables it, in old age, to
recover the knowledge it had in carly
life, after it had been apparently forgot-
ten forty or fifty years. Of how much
consequence, then, must it be, to fill the
mind with that species of knowledge,
in childhood and Fouth, which, when 7o-
called in the decline of life, will suppors
the soul under the infirmities of age,
and smooth the avenuesof approachin,
death!  The Bible is the only boo{(;
which is capable of affording this sup
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port to old age; and it is for this reason
that we find it resorted to with so much
diligence and pleasure Ly such old peo-
ple as have read it in early life. I can
vecolleet many instapees of this king, in
persons who discovered no attachment
to the Bible in the meridian of their
lives, who have, notwithstanding, spent
the evening of them in reading no other
hook.

My sceond argument in favor of the
use of the Bible in schools, is founded
upon an implied comuiand of God, and
upon the practice of several of the wisest
nations of’ the world. In the sixth chap-
ter of Deutronumy, we find the follow-
ing words, which are directly to my
purpose: “Auad thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy might. . And
these words which I eommand thee this
day, shall be in thine heart. And thou
shaltieach them diligently unto thy chil-
dren, and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou
liest down, and when thou risest up.”

1 heve heard it proposed that o por-
tion of the Bible should be-read every
day by the master, as a means of in-
structing childven init. But thisis a
poar substitute for ebliping children to
read it as a school-bouk ; for, by this
means, we insensibly engrarve, as it were,
its conteats upon their minds; and it
has heen remarked that children, in-
surueted in this way in the Scriptures,
seldom forzet any part of them.  They
have the sameadvantage over those per-
sors who have only heard the Serip-
tures read by a master, that 2 man who
has vorked with the tools of a mechan-
ical employment for several years, has
over the man who has only stood a few
hours in the workshop, and seen the
same business carried on by other peo-
ple.

We hear much of the persons educat-
od in free schools in England, turning
out well in the various walks of life.—
I have enquired into the cause of it, and
have satistied myself that it is wholly to
lie aseribed to the general use of the
Bille in those schools.

I think I am not too sanguine in be-
Keving that education, conducted in'this
manner, would, in the course of two
generations, ecradicate infidelity from
among us, and render civil government
searcely necessary in our country.

Religious Miscellany.
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In contemplating the political insti-
tutions of the Uuited States, I lament
that we waste so much time and money
in punishing crimes, and take so little
pains to prevent them. We profess to
be republicans, and yet we neglect the
only means of establishing and perpet-
uating our republican forms of govern-
ment,—that ig, the universal education
of our youth in the principles of Chris-
tianity by means of the Bible; for this
divine Book, above all athers, fuvors
that equality among mankind, that res-
pect for just laws, and all those sober
and frugal virtues which constitute the
soul of republicanism.—Dr, Ben. Rush,

~—*T believe in the tract.  Although
Lut a leaf from the tfee of life, yet it is
from the tree of life, and must have
healing virtue. Buta man is better
than a tract. 1believe in a book, a good
book ; for although it cannot open itself
nor get into a man’s hand whether ho
will or no, yet it has its work to do, and
does it well, but & man is better than a
book. And I believe in the book, the
book which God gave, which he hangs
as a light in my tabernacle, abd helds
before my feet as I walk the highway:
but inasmuch as there is more power in
the spoken thaun the written word, 1 be-
lieve that a man with the Bible in his
heart, and the Bible in his mouth.
is the best edition of the book. Then I
have a great faith in the colporteur. 1
believe that the colporteur is one of our
grand discoveries; and that we shall
have the mellentum here the sooner, be-
cause he has harnessed himself so wil-
lingly to the chariot of the King. But
an ordained minister of Christ—one
who can baptize the children, bury the
dead, spread the table of the Lord in
the wilderness, and be a shepherd to the
seattered sheep, must be better than 3
colporteur.”—Dr Shaw.

BITTERNESS FOR A FIRST-BORN.

One of the “holy men ofold™ wrote of
the result of the outpouring of *‘the
Spirit of grace and of sup)l)l'xcutions” “on
this wise”’—“They shall look upon him
whom they have pierced and they shall
maurn for him as one mourncth for his
only snn, and shall be in Litterness for
him as one that is in bitterness for his
first~born,”  Oh, what mourning! and
oh what bitterness are renrescnted by
these striking figures! * Mourning as
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for an only son!” ¢ biitterness as onc
that is in bitterness for his first-born !"’
As an insiance of how intensely and
how long a futker feels the death of a
first-born son, take the following affect-
ing incident from the memoir of the late
Dr. Young, of Perth. Hemarried, lived
at Bridge of Allen, and attended the
Secession Church in Stirling, about the
beginning of the present century. Ile
was a young man of twensy when a son
was born to him; and his ““ heart clave
to him with a love singularly tender and
ardent. He was a very lovely child,
and had begun to walk and to speak,
when he was seized with small-pox,
which proved fatalafter a few day’s ill-
ness. I.ZIis death exceedingly affected
his father. Even the partner of his sor-
rows sustained the stroke with a meek
resignation anda quiet endurance,which
contrasted strikingly with his overpor-
ering grief. It was his lot, afterwards
to lay several other children in an early
grave, but with none of them did he
part with so much reluctance, or with
such piognant angunish. “Bitterness
for his first-born” he felt in all its in-
tensity, and it sumetimes returned upon
him in his old age, with scarcely dimin-
ished force. So late as 1852, when
walking in the enchanting grounds con-
nected with Aithery Wells, and stand-
ing on an eminence which commands a
view of Lecroi)t church-yard, where the
dust of his beloved child reposes, he re-
hearsed to one of his daughters the story
of his illness and death, with eyes suf-
fused with tears, and with a voice chok-
ing with emotion.”” Such is the inten-
sity—such is the duration of a father's
“‘bitterness” for a first-born son.

Let us now consider the “bitterness”
of a mother’s sorrow, atthe loss of her
“little boy,” as it is described by Mrs.
Johnston, of Ballykilbeg Iouse, Co.
Down, Ireland, in her exquisitely tender
*“Laysof the Lost One,” which he re-
viewed some months ago. What “Int-
}.crnc'ss is there in these heart~moving

ines !—

There used to be a small foot climbing on onr
stair;

There used to be & blitho step running bero
and thero;

The mem'ry of a sweet voice lingers on mino

car:
It mi;cks' the lonely “silence ever reigning
ero! -

Miscelluny. Jan.
Wo had a little plaything, in our garden

howers;
We loved e little white hand plucking garden

flowers; R
Thea trec, and shrub, and’ blossom, woll-

known fricnds became.
And welecomo wero tho spring birds coupled
with iiis name.

T used to feel a soft hand patting on my

cheek,
T used to kiss two soft lJips—loved to hear

them speak;
Then, merry was the playing on our parlor

floor; . .
Now. naught is left but silence—silenco evor-
moro !

A little figure, nightly, by our window stood;

e watched the star of evening—told us God
was good; X

A little form knelt, nightly, praying in our
room;

Notw comes that hour with silence, agony,

and gloom.

We wandered through a glad world, happy,

threo sweet ycars;
For, many were our bright hopes—seldom

fell our tears;
TWe never dreamt of parting, till that hour

of fear
Brought blank and tomblike silence, ever

reigning here.
I weary for tho bright land—weary all the

day; .
Tho sun has gone from this land; can I care

to stay?
There meet us with the old love, the old smile

of joy ?
Yes, meet us in the home land, littlo angel

boy !
—Lays of the Lost One.

Tow deep, real, and lasting must be
the mourning of those who are pierced
by the awakening Spirit, and turned
aside by him to look upon the pierced
Jesus!

Reader, if you sce your sins in the
light of the Cross of Calvary, you will
experience the reality represented by
the figure here employed.  You will be
brougjxt very low, and your feclings of
self-abasement will be similar to those
possessed by the prophet, when he said,
“Woe is me, for I am undone! for I am
a man of unclean lips: for mine cycs
have scen the King, the Lord of hosts;”
or, like those of the patriarch, when he
snid—“I have heard of thee by the
hearing of the ear, but now mine oye
seeth thee; wherefore I abhor myself,
and repent in dust and ashes.”
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From Rev. J. H. Calhoun, a Missionary.
CEDARS OF LEBANON.

My Dear Friexn.—As I am just
_now encamped among these venerable
trees, I occupy o few moments in noting
vartous items of information which may
prove not uninteresting fo your readers.
The region of the cedars (ten hours’
ride 8. E. of Tripoli,) is not far from
7,000 feet above the level of the sea,
and is surrounded on the north, cast,
and south, Ly a still higher range of
mountuains. 1t is open toward the west
and looks down upon a vast mass of
rugged mountains, and beyond them to
«“the great and wide sea.”” 'The scen-
ery is most mnajestic and impressive.—
The soil in which the ceders grow is of
a limestone quality, aml so exceedingly
rough and stony, as to be catirely unfit
for the plough. The whole region a-
round is covered decp with snow, usu-
" ally from carly Deceniher, to the middle
of April. On the higher summits, I
et sce many banks, and in some places
1t never disappears. But though the
sunow is 50 abundant, it would appear
that the cold is not so intense as, for in-
“stance, in New England, where you
have less snow than here.’ You per-
haps know that very little rain falls in
Syria from April till November; but
the amount that falls in the other ha'f
of the year, is probably nearly or quite
us great as the aggregate of your rain
and snow for the year. 'T'his region
around the ceders is too cold for rain,
and hence almost the entire discharge
{rom the clouds is in the form of snow;
while at the same time, as far as I ean
Jjudge from the reports of the people in-
habiting the nearest village, the ice is
far less than with you, thus indicating
2 less degree of cold.

The cedars ave few innumber. I
have Leen counting them to day, and
tind them to be about 400, our actual
count was 393. The double trees, men-
tioned hereafter, are counted as single
trees. I should think not more than a
dozen are less than a foot in diameter;
many of them are two feet, a less num-
ber t.xee, and even four and five fect in
diameter. Several of them are from six
to ten feet. One that I measured this
morning is forty feet in cireumference,
say two feet above tho ground. A little
higher, it sends forth five immense
branches, cach from three to five feet in
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diaineter, which shoot up almost per-

endicularly, thusin reality constitut-
g five trees of great size. Manv of
the ceders are double, and - Bw ( ¢n
triple and quadrwite; “hal s, from ove
root, apparently, there grow up two or
more trees united as onc for a few feet,
and then seperated by a slight diverg.
ency; thus forming independent trunks,
straight and beautiful.

As to the age of those trees, I do not
know that history says much. In achip
two inches thick, I have counted to day,
sixty—four circles, which I believe you,
who know better about such things than
I do, would make equel to sixty-four
years. A tree six feet in diameter,
on this calculation, would be nearly
1,100 years old. But, as the chip al-
luded too, indicates a very flourishing
growth, and as the yearly increment be-
comes less as the tree increases~in age
and size, it is quite probable that a tree
of six feet diameter may he 2,000 years
old. At this rate, the giant tree men-
tioned above has breasted the tempests
of more than 4,000 winters, thus mak-
ing its origen nearly cotemporary with
the flood.

Travellers have heen in the habit of
cutting their names on these larger
trecs. Qne date I find as far back as
1673, at which time, as appears, the cir-
cumference of the tree, now forty fect,
must have been nearly as great asat
present. From such data as these, we
must inevitably refer their origin to a
remote antiquity.

The ground oceupied by this growth
of cedars is not far from 210 yards in
diameter in every direetion. Tiwelve of
them, the largest and oldest, present to
the cye, littlegf symmetry or beauty.
The storms and tempests of so many
ages have sadly broken and disfigured
their onee widé spread Lranches, and
bowed down their lofty heads. Their
majesty in ruins is now their greatest
charm. None, of the works of man
which I have seen, not even the ruins
of Baalbec, which are but a few hours’
distance from the cedars, so impress my
mind. One connects them with the
great Creator alone.  “The trees of the
Lord are full of sap; the cedars of Leb-
anon, which he hath planted.” Ps. 104
16. The remainder of the grove con-
sists, in general, of straight and well
formed trees, which reach 2 height of
from twenty toa hundred feet, with
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wide-spreading and nearly horizontal
branches, which gradually diminish in
length to the top! I may also mention
a fact which has much interested me.
There are two trees of great size, stana-
ing about twelve feet apart. A large
and high limb of the one has extended
itself to the other, and has become firm-
ly united to it by growth, the bark com-
letely covering the scam. And what
18 still more remarkable, the latter tree
now apparently depends on that strong
arm for its very existence ; for, in con-
sequence of an extensive defect near
the ground, the vast superincumbent
weight would evidently soon prostrate it
were it not so kindly protected by its
more aged and stronger companion,
These trees are called by the people
the ** Cedars of the Lord ;” thus distin-
guishing them from other trees of the
same kind which are found in other
parts of Lebanon.  They are held in

Jan.

most superstitious veneration. A cun
rent tradition is, that our saviour and
the eleven apostles on visiting the place,
stuck their staves into the ground, and
there sprung forth these twelve largo
trees. No person in all the region
would venture to burn a fragment of
this holy wood. They tell of some
daring individual who ventured to use
a little of it in boiling his milk, and
immediately he found,” to his conster
nation, that his milk had been turned
into blood. The inhabitants of the
higher villages pass the cedars and on
to a considerable distance beyond, over
high and rugged eminences, to obtain
their scanty winter stock of wood, not
venturing to gather even the smallest
branches of these venerable trees. I3
were well if all superstitions were as
useful as this; for to itis owing the
preservation of this beautiful grove,
which every traveller delights to visik

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

DEATH OF TIHE REV. DR. JIEN-
DERSON OF GALASIIIELS.

“The fathers, where are they ?”” An-
other prinee in Israel has fallen; and
one of those foremost men who officiated
at the obsequies of the Rev. Dr John
Brown, and followed his remains to
their final resting place, has followed
him to light, as be must also share with
him the place of mortality,

Dr Ifenderson was seventy-one years
of age, and having been ordained on
the 26th August 1810, was in the forty-
ninth year of his ministry, wanting
only fifteen months of a jubilec pastor-
ate. IIc had long been”subject to a
diseaso of the heart, which prevented
him giving way either in the pulpit or
the social cirele to that impulsiveness of
manner which gives animation to the
whole man. Ie dared not let himself
out. o knew that he was doubly un-
der a sentence of death; and although
it never impaired his cheerfulness or
vivacity, or repressed that play of wit
which rendered his society so attractive
it impressed his whole Learing with a
subdued and gentle poensiveness. Ile
was never afraid to look up lest his eyes
shoul} encounter the sword of Damoc-
Ies suspended over him,~—he anticipa-
ted the final stroko as likely to be

sudden, possibly soon, and lived as cne
who at any moment might he summon-
ed away. In the early part of the pres-
ent week, Dr llenderson felt unwell
The local paper—the Border Record—
says ‘“ he was complaining a little on
Tuesday, but on Wednesday he fels
much better, and not only visited sev-
eral families of his fllock, hut also at-
tended the prayer moeting in the even-
ing. On Thursday, however, he was
again atiacked with diarrheea, accom-
anied with occasional vomiting. About
six o’clock in the evening, the uneast-
ness ahout his stomach having increased
to pain, his medical attendant, Dr.
Tweedie, was sent for; bhut he could
discover no symptoms tc indicate im-
mediate danger. Dr Henderson contin-
ued rather easier until bed-time, when
ke retired in his usual way, and would
not accept of night attendance. About
four o’clock on Friday morning, one of
his relations on entering the room ob-
sevred him in bed lying in his usual
position—apparently in a sound sleep;
and pot wishing to “disturb him, imme
diately retired.” On again visiting him
about an hour afterwards, the same
stillness aroused susficion, and on a
closer examination he was found to
have breathed his last—and to all ap-
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earance had done so some hours be-
ore, while asleep?” We may speak
of him as having passed away, while
“taking rest in sleep.” The intelligence
of his death created 2 profound sensation
in the town where he had laboured for
g0 long a course of years. He had
founded sabbath schools in the place,
and in every movement to promote its
{\{oxperity—social and religious—Dr.,
enderson ever borea conspicuous part.
Dr Henderson possessed a mind of a
very high order, cultivated to the utmost.
Seen in repose, his whole physique in-
dicated remarkable strength, while his
towering head gave evidence of a men-
tal conformation exceeding that of or-
dinary men. Ilis language, like his
mind, was chaste and clear,—his views
on every subject were broad and mature,
—his arguments weighty and without
effort,—while his wit sparkled with a
spontancous  richness that—often ac-
companied by a soft but expressive
smile—gave a zest to his conversation
altogether unique.  As a preacher, he
must have been lightly esteemed where
noise and frothy declamation were in
demand.  Dr Ienderson’s style was
elegant,—and his matter that fine old
theology of the early fathers of his
church who sought to convince and
win men by the clearness of their state-
ment and the manly carnéstness of their
appeal.  Asa writer he has not done
himself justice. A volume of Sermons,
published a good many years ago, ran
through the first edition in a wecek, and
although there was a perpetual demand,
long continued, for it, he could not he
induced to issuc a second cdition. The
only literary memento—besides the
Sermons—worthy of him, with which
we are acquainted, is his life of Dr Bal-
mer prefixed to the two-volume edition
of that cminent divine’s works, 1t is

written with all the grace, skill, and P

power of an accomplished penman,—
and will hetter convey to those who did
not know him an idea of Dr Hender-
son’s mind and manner than the most
perlect sketch fromn the pen of another.

He wusas good as he was great. No
tongue of an enemy or voice of reproach
was ever levelled at him. Ile was meck
like his master, and invariably cultiva-
ted, as well from inclination as duty,
the things that make for peace.—Scot-
tisk Iress.
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IRELAND.

Porisu artexrr 10 Kivxar Etenr
Protestant CHIrpbREN.—An interest-
ing case has just been heard before the
Irish Court of Chancery Some years
ago, John O’Malley, a Roman Catholio
constable, resident in Tuam, married
Ellen Jameson, a Protestant.  They had
cight children. As John O’Malley was
not a very rigid Roman Catholic, tho
mother brought up the children in the
Protestant faith. They were baptized
at the Roman Catholic chapel, the moth-
er remarking that the Protestants re-
cognise Roman Catholic baptism; bus
they never cntered the chapel again.
They were taught the Catechism, they
heard the Bible read, and they wero
classed as Protestants by the Roman
Catholic master of a national school.
John O’Malley fell ill, ard his eighth
child was christened at his bedside,
according to the Church of Englanc
rites. The mother struggled on, but
eventually died in a workhouse. Wm.
O’Malley, the uncle of the children,
came, and, by the directions of a Fath-
er Coyne, carried oft the children. A%
his death John O’Malley protested
against priestly interference, and dis-
tinetly approved of Mrs. O’Malley’s de-
claration in his prosence, that “no priess
or nuns should ever geta child of hers.”
On the petition of Jane Robinson, Mrs,
O’Malley’s sister, the restitution of
the children to her was ordered by tho
Lord Chancellor in September last.—
("Malley then applied to have his order
set aside, and the case was heard at
great length last week.

On Saturday the Lord Chancellor dis-
missed the application, and ordered
O’Malley to deliver to Jane Robinson
the eight minors, she undertaking to
rovide for the nurture, clothing, and
support of the said minors until further
orders, and to abide by such further
order asthe court may be pleased to
make, and referring it to Edward Lit-
ton, Esq., the master in the matter, to
inquire and report the ages of the said
minors respectively, and to state in whay
manner it is proposed they should be
suppurted and educated, and with wlu_;m
they shoull reside; the master to in-
quire'and report the nature and amount
of any provision made or to be made for
their maintenance and educativon, and
the funds applicable thereto.
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NOVA SCOTIA.
Prespy1ery oF JLanirax.—The Free
Preshytery of Halifax metat Waterville
Church, Western Cornwallis, on the
16th November. The most importaut
business transacted was the erection of
the western district of Cornwallis, cow-
prising Waterville, Lakeville and Ber-
wick, into a separate charge. The Rev.
A. W. McKay, who has recently return-
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ed from Bermudn, was, in accordance
with the wishes of the people, appointed
to labour in the new charge till the
month of June.

The Preshytery met on the following
day in the Old Church of Cornwallis,
and made an arfangement regarding
the distribution of Mr. Murray’s Sab~
bath services amongst the Churches
which still belong to his charge, after
the scparation of the western district,

. EDITORIAL.

TO OUR READERS.

With the present No. we resume another year’s labors. At tho be-
«inning of lart year, it was intimated that it would depend on cir-
cumstances whether our periodical would be continued after the pre-
sent time. At the last meeting of Synod it was resolved to continue
the publication, and arrangements have accordingly been made for
its publication in Pictou. on terms that, should the brethren of the
Synod continue their efforts to promote its cireulation, will render it
gelf supporting. In changing the place of publication, it is due to
Mr. Barnes to say that this step has been adopted from no dissatis-
faction with him, but solely from the fact that the present publisher
is enabled to offer more favorable terms than any of the publishers
in Halifax. The Editor feels it due to Mr. Barnes to remark that,
during the last three years he has shown every disposition to meet
the wishes of those who had the management of it. The distance
of the Editor from the Press, as well as his numerous other engage-
ments, sometimes delayed the transmission of communications, but
he fecls it due to himself and the publisher to remark that, any irre-
cularity in the issue, has been more frequently owing to the Post
Office arrangements.  We think we may say that our arrangeménts
are such now, that no such irregularities will occur for the future.

It is perhaps scarcely necessary to say anything farther, regard-
ing our plans for the future. We are sensible of shortcomings for
the past, but on the whole, the course which we have adopted 1s that
which we feel called on to pursue for the future.  While it shall be
our object to represent the general views of the body, we cannot ex-
pect that all the sentiments expressed on our pages will meet with
universal assent.  Our object, however, will be to see that what is
inserted shall be such as will meet with general approval; or where
utterenee is given to sentiments on which there may be a difference of
opinion, that this be done in a christian spirit. 'We may mention
that particular attention will be given to the preservation of the re-
cords of the labors of the fathers of our church. During the pre-
sent year, we hope to furnish memorials of the late Rev’ds. Alexan-
der Dick, and Peter Gordon. In our present No. we publish the-
first part of a memoir of the late Dr. Keir. It will probably occupy
part of the February and March Nos. A few copies of this will {so
struck off in a pamphet form. Orders are requested to bo forwarded
to the publisher with as little delay as possible.
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‘Wo had hoped that arrangements would have been made before
this time by which the burden of conducting the periodicals of the
church would not be thrown upon a minister of a congregation.—
This however, seems unavoidable for the present. But should the
union with the Free Church take place this year, we have no doubt
that one of the first steps must be to employ a salaried agent to con-
duct its public business, and to conduet the periodicals of the church.
In the meantime, we must only do the best we can under the civ-
cumstances.

THE OPENING OF JAPAN.
.

In our last we referred to the new 'Preaty between England and
China, guarantecing religious freedom to Christians within the
bounds of tho Celestial Empire. Since that time, anuther triumaph
of British diplomacy has opened tho gates of another Empire to
cormamerce, and it is to be hoped to Christianity. Immediately after
tho treaty with China, Lovd Flgin proceeded to Japan, where ho
succeeded in securing a treaty, which is likely te be attended with
the most momentous consequences.  Already, Anglo Saxon vigor i
preparing to center the new channel which has Leen thus opened for
commereial enterprise, and we doubt not that, soon the arrangements
for Missionary supply, will engage the attention of the Church aad
Missionary Associations.

W5 cannot but regard the opening of Japan, as a remarkablo dis-
pensation of divine Providence. For two hundred years this people,
embracing forty millions of our fellow—men, has been almost as en-
tively shut out from intercourse with the rest of manlkind, as if they
wore the inhabitants of another planet. Even the Celestial Empire,
with its mighty wall, has not been so entirely secluded. It has been
possible to hold some intercourse with the peoplo of China, both in
the way of traffic, and in the way of religious instruction. Bus,
partly owing to physical causes, her insular position, her rocky
shores and stormy seas, and partly owing to political and religious
reasons, Japan has been cnabled to carry out a policy of exclusive-
ness, by which it has been shut out, even froin the curiosity of trav-
ellers, however adventurous.

This was not always so. Nearly three hundred years ago, two
nations, the Duteh and the Portuguese, had intimate commercial re-
lations with this people, and oven had freedom for the introduction
of their religion. ~ Some account then of the past intercourse of Eu-
ropeans with this people,—their social condition, and the prospects
now opening with regard to them, will no doubt be interesting to
our readers. For the facts given, we are principally indebted to an
article in the last No. of the U. P. Magazine, of which the present
article is little more than a condensation.

To understand its past history, and political condition, it is neces-
gary to notice the peculiarity of its constitution in regard to the civil
and ecclesiastical power. The Iigh Priest of the Buddhist religion,
bearing tho name of “Milkado” or “Son of Heavon,” is nominally
the supreme ruler, but in reality, all power is lodged in the Military
Governor, called the Ziogoon or Tycoon. The latter is nominally
the vieegerent of the former, and goes through the forms of consult-
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ing him on important measures, but this is a mere form, and the
« Mikado” dwells in solitary state, without interfering in public
matters. .

In former times there secms to have been nothing of the exclu-
siveness, which has characterised them in later ycars, cithor as to
trade or religion. During the 16th century, both the Dutch and the
Portuguese had entered into the freest commercial dealings, and the
latter, at all events, cngaged in the work of propogating their reli-
gion among them. The first mission to them, was under the chargo
of Francis Xavier and his associates.  They were not only permit-
ted to reside in the country, but were received with open arms, and
according to their own accounts, they were remarkably suceessful
in their work. Ere mang years, their converts were numbered &y
thousands, and their churches were erected in various parts of t,.ho
Empire. The Jesuits were followed by troops of Augustinian, Domin-
ican and Franciscan friers, but instead of their success being propor-
tional, the course of the contending sects, led ultimately to the ex-

ulsion of the whole. This was owing to that characteristic which
tome has manifested in every country, from Nova Scotia to Japan,
where she has gained what she has decmed a sure foothold, of med-
dling with the political affairs of a country, and sceking to elevate
the Reclesiastical over the Civil power. Such a simple circumstance
as the following, which took place in the year 1596, is said to havo
been among the first which led to their expulsion. A Portnguese
Bishop was met on the Migh road, by one of the highest officers of
statce, on his way to court. According to the laws and customs of
the country, the conveyance of the Bishop should be stopped, and he
should alight and pay his respects to the nobleman. Instead of doing
80, the Bishop took no notice of the Japanese nobleman, but, turn-
ing his head aside, ordered his bearers to carry him on. This stu-
died insult, excited the implacable resentment of the nobleman
against the whole Potuguese nation, whom he confounded with their
haughty priests, a2nd representing the matter to the Emperor, who
was a strenuous upholder of the laws and customs of the empire,
the whole body of forcigners fell into disrepute with the govern-
ment.  About the same time, there being a contest for the Tycoon-
ship, the Japanese Christians, with the priests at their head, having
interfered in a very active manner on behalf of the unsuccesful can-
didate, the hostility of the successful party was oxcited againss
them, and various measures were adopted for the supprossion of tho
Romish Missions. A rebellion haviing broken out in a portton of the
Empire, where the Christians were the majority, led to more strin-
gent measures for the suppression of Christianity. A perseeution
worthy of Rome herself resulted, in which those who refused to ab-
ure Christianity, by trampling on the image of the Virgin and the
infant Redeemer, were cither put to death, or doomed to perpetual
Imprisonment. From these events, which took place about the be-
ginning of the 17th century, began the system of exclusiveness,
which has ever since been pursued. A Por-tuguese embassy having
been sent to remonstrate against it, all the members were put to
death, except two, who were sent back to tell the tale, as a warning
against similar presumption.
During the time of these transactions both the Portuguese and



1859 Lditor.al. 29

Dutch were carrying on au extensive trade with the Japanese, whoso
rivalry in trade was increased by their difference in religion. The
latter however escaped the sentence of exclusion passed upon the
former, through the following circumstance. They had captured a
Portuguese vessel containing somo treasonable correspondence, in
which the followers of the Jesuits applied to the Portuguese govern-
ment for a supply of ships and soldiers to aid thom against the Gov-
ernment. By communicating these letters to the Government and
and otherwise aiding in suppressing the rebellion, the Dutch secured
the favor of the Government and have been allowed some intercourse
to the present day. But it has been of a very limited kind. They
have been confined to the factory at Dezima, situated on an artificial
island, G600 feet long, by 200 feet wide. Only eleven Turopeans,
their wives and families being rigidly excluded, are permitted to ro-
side on this island, and effectual means aro adopted to prevent them
observing the state of the nation, even in the adjacent town.

Several attempts have been made to break down this exclusive-
ness by the British and other nations without success. The first
suecessful effort was made by Commodore Perry, in 1854, by which
two ports, that of Simoda and Nippoy, the chief island of the Empire,
and Hakodadi in Yesso, were opened to American ships for the sup-
ply of wood and water, provisions, coal, &e. A similar treaty was
made in the same year with the British Government.

The conclusion of the Chinese war afforded a favorable opportun-
ity to Lord Elgin to try whether the terror which the British arms
had inspired, might lead to more favorable concessions. Ie there-
fore proceeded to Japan. He found the Americans and the Russians
before him, and the American Comodore Harris, had succeeded in
obtaining concesssions, which formerly had been refused. Lord
Elgin, under the pretext of presenting 2 steam yacht to the imperor,
from the British Government, proceeded right up to the city of
Jeddo, the capital of the empire, a city of two millions of inhabitants,
and covering a hundred square miles. IIere he landed, and after
fourtcen days’ negociation, secured & treaty, by which several ports
of the empire will be opened to trade. British subjects are permitted
permancntly to reside at them for the purposes of trade—eand will be
allowed the free exercise of their religion, and for this purpose will have the
right to erect suitable places of worship.

Without referring more particularly to the arrangements in refer-
ence to trade, we may observe that there can be little doubt, that a
country of two or three hundred thousand square miles and forty or
fifty millions of inhabitants, and abounding in gold, silver, copper
and other minerals, besides the products of o fertile soil, is now
thoroughly opened to the enterprise of the West. Of the social con-
dition of the people little is yet known, but the accounts sent home
by the members both of the British and American expeditions, ex-
hibit them as a people distinguished for their industry, energy and
good order, and a degrec of cultivation and intelligence, which will
compare favorably with the mass of the people of lngland.

It is impossible yet to say what are the prospects of missionary
enterprise among this people. It will be seen that the treaty docs
not afford any frecdom for missions to the Japancse. It only allows
to British subjects residing thero perfeet freedom in religion. This
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itself is a greal concession. It is more than has ever yet been attain-
ed in Rome.  But it may be some time before the Missionary can
labor among them. There is unquestionably a great jealousy on the
part of Government towards Christians, in consequence of the former
doings of the Jesuits, and until they learn the gllﬂcrenco between
Protestantism and Popery, this will be a barrier in tho way.  Tho
chaplain of the expedition, who directed his particular attention to
the prospeets of Christianity, thus writes on the subjoct :

« Avart from Goveramenta' influcnce, I think that there would be no greas
diffieully in mtzodu gz Cha stisnity 3 but the Govcernment would most decidedly
intasfore. 1 pc,"‘.»mm-‘l' funrral sevviees on shove four times, once at Yokuhama,
twice at akodadi, and onee at Siwoda: in every instance in the presenee of the
Japanese, and In inost, when large numbers were collected.  They ahways be-
haved well.  Japanesc officers, with their insiguia, were present on all occasions.
1 thus hecame kaouwn amonz the people everywhere as a Christian clergyman,
or to follow their sigus for designating me, as “a praying man,” Instend of this
prodneing a shrinking frua e, as I supposed it woulll, I found that I had de-
cidedly gained by it iu their vespeet, and this among vflicials as well as common-
ers. At our Jast visit to Rimoda, we found a new Governor, it having now
beecame a voyal insted of a Provineial ivwn. e was an affable, yet dignified
man, of very-polished manners, and woull compare favorably with the best gon-
tlemen i any eountry.  Atthé bazaar. amid .be buying, &e., Iwas led up to him
by one of the officialy, and ntroduced @s @ clergyman. The Governor’s counten-
ance hrightened up us .y office was announced, and his salutation and treas-
ment of me became additionally courteous. I meation this for what it may be
worth,  There was no seeming aversion to me heeause I'was a minister of Chris-
tianity. ‘The Government, however, beyond all doubt, is exccedingly jealous
about vur veligion.  The Japanese officials, as well as the people, are so inquis-
tive, and so obscrvant of all that come within their reach, that doubtless, after a
time they might he hrought to sce the difference hetween ourselves and the
Romanists. Against the latter they have a deepseated dislike.  Until they un-
derstand the difference, nv form of Christianity can probably get foothold in
dapan.”’

Tt is so far however a favorable circumstance, that there is no pre-
judice on the minds of the people generally against Christianity.

he strong fecling which they show in favor of Xuropean science
and arts, and even Buropean Literature, give reason to'hope that
they will look with a favorable eye upon the Christian religion.
Batisfied we are, that the way will yet be opened for the diffusion of
the gospel among them and that Japan will yet be numbered among
the countries over which shall wave the banner of the Saviour.

OBITUARY.

REV. HUGH ROSS. .

D1ep.—At Tatamagouche, on the 1st ult, the Rev. Hugh Ross.
The deceased was a native of Rothiemurchus, in the parish of Kin-
cardine, Invernesshire, and was born in the year 1797, 50 that he was
at the time of his decease in his 62nd year. His father was then in the
employment of a company engaged in cutting pine timber and floating
it down the River Spey. = Iis son received the élements of education
at the parish school of Abernethy. When he was about nine years
of age his father removed to Abordeen, where he resided until the
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year 1813, Ilere the family were connected with the (zaclie (thapel
in connexion with the Established Church, and here the son com-
meneed the.study of Latin.  In the year last mentioned they emi:
grated to Nova Scotix, landing in Halifax. The tamily removed al-
most immediately after to Pictoun, where though they had previously
been members of’ the Scottish Fstablishment, they immediately un-
ited with.Dr. McGregor. Iugh, however, remained for o time in
Ilalifax, having obtained a situation in o mercantile establishmens
there, but a year or two after he followed the family to Pictou. At
that time preparations were made for the opening of the Pictou
Academy, and the ministers of Pictou had taken several young men
under their charge, with the view of preparing them for a course in
the higher branches. e was accordingly put under Dr. McGregor
with whom he prosecuted the study of the languages. When the Pie-
tou Academy opened he studied as one of its first students.  Maving
completed his Academie curriculum he studied Theology under Dr.
MecCulloch and was licensed to preach the gospel by the-L'resbytery
of Pictou, about the year 1823. Being qualified to preach in Gaelic,
he was a short time after along with the Rev. Hugh Dunbar, ordain-
ed as an Evangelist, with the view of supplying Cape Breton, then
almost entirely destitute of ministerial service. The winter follow-
ing he spent accordingly in missionary labors upon that Island.
Some time after he was called to the charge of the United Congre-
gation of Tatamagouche and New Annan, and was inducted as their
pastor about the year 1827.

We need not dwell upon the events that followed, as they have
unfortunately had sufficient publicity in our church. Bost of our
readers are aware, that aftef a time disturbances arose between him
and a large portion of his congregation. Being unwijlling to be so-
parated from his congrogation, a separation took place between him
and the dissentients, while he was allowed to retain bis connexion
with the party adhering to him. These cvents excited much feeling
at the time, and now that the grave has closed. over most of the
actors in them, it would be injudicious to refer more particularly
tothem. But we may remark that during the closing years of his
life the heat of controversy had entirely subsided, and there was
manifested on all sides the most kindly feeling; and from what we
know of both, we believe that this was only the prelude of a more
intimate friendship, where all the strifes of this imperfect world are
forever ended. .

But the most unfortunate circumstance connected with the events
alluded to, was that it alienated his mind -from his brethren in the
Presbytery and Synod. Mo found too, that the party to whom he
ministered were unable to support him, and the promises, which in
the hour of excitement they bad made, proved fallacious. Under
these circumstances, and lured by the expectations held out to him
in another quarter, he, in an evil hour, joined the Synod in conneco-
tion with the Scottish Establishment, the members of which body
were at that time, in active hostility against our church and its in-
stitutions. This step was most urfortunate for himself. It lost him
the sympathy and confidence of the body he had left, without gain-
ing the same position in the body he joined. e however obtained
for a time the charge of the congregation of Georgetown and Mur-
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ray Harbor, where he labored till the disruption in the Church of
Scotland, whon he gave in his adherence to the Free .C.hurf;h party,
and was Moderator of Synod at the time of the division in the sy-
nod in this Province. With the events that followed, we aro not
familiar, nor-do we desire to be more minutely acquainted with
them. Suffice it to mention, that after severo ‘trmlg gxe. at Icn_gth
applied for readmission to the body which he had originally left.—
Iiis application was granted anfl since t]gab period, abon}t five years
ago, he has labored diligently in supplying the vacancies and mis-
sion stations of our church. Though he did not receive a call dur-
ing that time, yet we know, that in most places where he labored,
his services were highly appreciated, and all bore testimony to the
zeal and diligence, with which he endeavored to discharge the du-
ties of his office. )

Uis death was remarkably sudden. IIe had once or twice of
late, remarked & peculiar foeling in the region of the heart, and feli
unusual exhaustion after slight effort. But cven this was only on
one or two occasions, and no alarm was excited, more especml}y as
his gencral health continued good until the very day before his do-
cease. On the Sabbath previous, he had preached with, what some
thought, morc than his usual energy. On the very day previous he
had been out, and met a number of his friends, and seemed in ro-
markably good spirits. In the evening he made no complaint, con
ducted family worship as nsual, and retired to rest seemingly quite
well.  But toward morning he spoke to Mrs. Ross, saying that he
had not rested well, and ihat he felt a dizziness in the head. Abmnosi
immediately after, he turned over on his back, stretched himself out,
and threw up his hands. Alarmed, she sprang out of bed to get a
light. But dn returning to his bedside, she found that life was
extinct.

Mr. Ross was a man of good talents,—preached the doctrines of
the gospel clearly and forcﬁ)ly, and in private life, was 2 man of un-
affected kindness of heart. )

Such a sudden call, we need scarcely say, anew reiterates in our
cars the divine warning, « Be ye also ready, forin guch an how as ye
think not, the Son of Man cometh,” and especially calls upon his
brethren in the ministry, to “work while it is ealled to-day, for tho
night cometh when no man can work.” He has left a widow and
eight children, whose sitnation claims the active sympathies-of the

church:

JAMES CRERAR ESQ.

At Pictou, on the 10thult, James Crerar Esq., in the 71st year of
his age. The deceased was a native of Perthshire, whence he cmi-
grated to the County of Pictou about fifty years ago, where he has
since resided.  Ie was distinguished by uprightness, benevolence
and public spirit. For a number of years he filled the office of an
Elder in the congrogation of Merrigomish, with crodit to himsclf,
and usefulness to the Church. We may mention that he has bo.
queathed, after the decease of his wife, the bulk of his property,
which is considerable, to the Foreign Mission of our Church, and
the British and Foreign Bible Society, in equal proportions.
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LETTER FROM MR. GEDDIE.

II M. S. “Iris” Neow Hebrides,
Aug. 21st, 1858
Rev. & Dear Sir:—

You have been informed from
other sources, of the safe arrival of the
“John Williams,” at Aneciteum, last
‘month. I need not say how much plea-
sure it gave us to see Mr. and MMrs.
Matheson 2 her. The only alloy to this
satisfaction was, the delicate state of Mr
Matheson’s health, but I trust that he
will soon feel the benefits of a short re-
sidence in this mild climate. IJis case
has been minutely studied by Dr. Lavs-
rence of IL M. 8. «Iris,” and the opin-
ion which he expresses is more favour-
sble than we were prepared to antici-
pate. e thinks, that by attention to
his health at present, Mr. Matheson may
become a vigorous man, and he is of
opinion that it would be injudicious in
him to undertake, for a time, the anxie-
ties and labors of a new and arduocus
mission. Our own sentiments accord
with those expressed by Dr. Lawrence,
but Mr. Matheson is so anxious to enter
on bis labors, that I fear we shall not
be able toretain him as long as the
statz of his health would seem to re-
quire, Youwill be pleased to learn that

our brethren of the Lon. Mis. Sociedy,
who have formed Mr. and Mrs. Mathe-
son’s acquaintance, have expressed a
most favorable opinion of them, and re-
gard them as a valuable acquisition o
our mission hand. Mr, Murray, who
sailed with them from Sydoucy to Sam-
oz, has expressed u desire for their re-
turn to that mission,.in the event of the
work on these islands being found too
arduous for them; ahd Mr. Creagh, of
Mare, who was also « fellow passengen
with them, wishes their location on thm
Loyalty Islands. It mustbe a satisfag~
tion to you, asitisto us, when you
send missionaries in whom our brethren
of the Lon. Mis. Society have eatime
confidence.

You will be surprised to see by the
heading of this letter, that Iam.in ono
of Her Majesty’s Ships. I will explain
the matter in a few words. After the
“Iris"” Jeft these islands last year, thres
white men, belonging to a Sydoey ves-
sel, were murdered by the natives, on
the west side of Tana.  The men had
gone on shore to purchase yams, and
being ignurant of the savage character
of the natives, put themselves into their
power, and were killed. Fhere appears
to have bieen no provocation on the pars
of the white men, for they wero nos
armed. The “Iris” was sent from Sydney
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more than two months ago, to pun-
ish the natives for this barbarous deed,
and if possible, intimidate them from
similar acts of cruclty. Capt. Loring,
who is 2 humano man, thought that he
might accomplish the object in view, by
landing at the guilty village, and des-
troying the houses, fruit trees, and plan-
tations of the natives. Ilegave his men
orders not to molest the natives, unless
first attacked by them. But unfortun-
ately, an officer, and one man who had
strayed away from the main body, were
killed by the natives in the bush. This
of course led to a more sanguinary war-
fare than was originally intended, and
rome natives were killed, hut the num-
ber is not known. A chief of influence
was also taken by stratagem, by some
sandal wood traders, and sent on board
of the Ship. As the “Iris” was going
further north, the captured chief was
taken to Erromanga, and left there as a
prisoncr, in charge of Capt. Edwards,
proprictor of the sandal wood station on
that island. :

‘The “Iris” nest proceeded to Wood-
lark island, which lics several degrees
t the north of the New Iebrides. ‘The
object of her visit to that island was to
punish the natives for the murder of a
whaling ship’s erew, which had been
wrecked there. The punishment inflict-
ed there was muchless sanguinary than
on Tana. A large party landed at the
village of the people by whom the mas-
sacre was committed and after givin
the natives to understand that their vis-
it was ome of retribution, they gave
them time to eséape for their lives, and
contented themselves with burning their
houses, and destroying their canoes and
property of every kind that came within
thetr reach.  As the houses and canoes
were of superior workmanship, the pun-
ishment will be more severely felt by
the nati:ss, than the loss of a fow of
their number. A native who afterwards
visited the ship, was told that the pun-
ishment intended was inflicted ; but as
warned against committing similar atro-
cities in time to come.

I have no doubt but the visit of the
“Iris” to Tana and Woodlark islands,
will be attended with salutary effects;
and tend to the sccurity of human life
on these islands. If natives understand
that they cannot murder white men with
impunity, massacres will be less com-
mon than they have hitherto heen. In
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both cases mentioned, the murders of
the white inen were entirely unprovok-
ed. But while the natives have heen so
severely dealt with, it is to be hoped
that the cruelties of white men towards
natives, will not be overlooked. It is, I
believe, the intention of Capt. Loring,
to deal withall offenders in thescislands,
without reference to kindred, colour, or
tongue. We trv.t that the presence of
such a commanc.er as Capt. oring, will
be conducive t the interests of human-
ity and civili.ation.

The “Iris” returned to Anciteam g
few days ago, and Capt. Loring wishes
again to visit Tana. As his errand is
noyr one of mercy and not of judgement,
he expressed a strong wish that I should
accompany him, and aid him in any
way in my power. Iconsulted with Mr,
Inglis on the subject, and we were of o-
pinion that it was my duty to comply: so
here I amin a position that I wasnever
in before. Tam the Captain’s guest,
and through his affability and kindness,
as much af home in the “Iris,” asin
any ship in which I have ever sailed.—
We are now on our way to Erromanga,
to get the Tana chief left there. The
ship will then visit the district which
has been the scene of such sad transac-
tions. 1t is the wish of Capt. Loring to
land the chief, who is an eclderly man,
if a suitable substitute can be procured
in his place, who will be kept in the
chip for a time, asa security for the
good conduct of the people. But it is
questionable if we can communicate
with the natives, as they are reported to
have fled to the mountains from fear of
further punishment. The “Iris” will
then proceed to Port Resolution, and
land me there,where I expect the “John
Kuox” to meet me.

I expect to spend a few days at Port
Resolution. I took the frame of a mis-
sion house there in the ‘John Willioms,”
which I hope to erect without delay. A
number of Anciteum natives will meet
me in the “John Knox,” to assist in the
building of it. We are anxious to com-
plete it without deley, hoping thatit
may he occupied by Mr Matheson, or
;)nedof the brethren expected from Scot-
and.

I feel thankful to inform you that the
mission families were well when I Ieft
them. I will forward my annual letter
to you, by a ship expected this month,
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from Sydney, for China. The night
draws on, and the ship begins to roll
heavily, so I must conclude.
I Remain,
Yours very sincerely
Joux GEDDIE.
Rev. J. Bayne, Sec. B. F. M.

LETTER FROM MR MATIIESON,

Aneitewm, Aug. 21, 1858.
Rev. & Dear Broiuzr:

As the schooner Pearl, Capt.
Johnston, is about to sail for Sydney
this afternoon, I embrace the favourable
opportunity of info ming you of our safe
arrival at Aueiteum. On the 8th July,
after a pleasant voyage of nine days from
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bers of other denominations; thercfore,
after mature deliberation, it was unani-
mously agreed that we should remain at
Aneciteum, until the arrival of the Rev.
Messrs. Copeland and Paton, of tho
Ref. Presh. Church of Seotland, who are
expeeted about the latter ond of this
month.

It was further agreed that Mr., Geddie
and I should accompany the deputation
in the *“ John Williams,” as far as Ero-
manga, and return in the “John Knox.”
We spent the Sabbath at Anciteum. In
the morning Mr. G. preached to some
four or five hundred persons in the
native language.  Aftey that there was
an English service, which was attended
by the forcign residents. And in the
evening Mr. Inglis preached on board
the «“John Williams.” Or Monday af-

Samoa, we cast anchor in the harbor of ternoon there was a missionary mecting

Aniligauhat, or “Stony Kingdom.”—
Upon our arrival we found that Mr. and
Ml:s. Geddie, together with their family,
had gone round to Mr. Inglis’ station
the day previous, to be present at the
communion the following Sabbath. A
messenger  however having been dé-
spatched for them upon the secing of
the “Jolm Witliams,” they returned in
ubout two hours after our arrival.  Mr.
and Mrs. Inglis also game over in the
«iening ; all of whom we were delighted
to find in the enjoyment of excellent
health and spirits.  On the following
morning the brethren of the New Ileb-
rides- Lfissiqn met for cousultation, re-
speeting our Jocation, in-which the de-
putation-of the L. M. S. there present,
wercinvited to correspond. After prayer
by the Rev. J. Geddie, for divine guid-
ance and direction, while deliberating
upon & subject so solemn and important,
he forcibly presented to the Dréthren
present the strong claims for missionary
aperations upon one and all of théislands
of the N, H. group, and also the urgent
necessity of entering in and occupying
as speedily as possible the doors, which
are at present being opened for the en-
trance of the gospel. He further pro-
veeded to state the claim of the Loyalty
Islands, and added that he had been
req}n\zcstcd by some of the Brethren of the
L. M. 8. to co-operate with them as far
as possiblo in the locating of teachers
and missivnaries upon that group.  To
comply at present with that request, nei-
ther he nor Mr. Inglis felt justified, from
the fact, that it would in all prabability
bring them into coilision with the mem-

held in the Church, at which the Rev.
Geo. Gill of Raratonga, and the Rer. -
Geo. Stallworthy of Sumoa, gave a short
account of the state of the mission in
their respective islands. In the centre
of the CLurch stood an immensely large
heap of mats, native dresses and cloth.
&e., for the native teachers whoe had
previously been placed upon the islands
of Tana and Fotuna; and also for those
about to be located upon the island of
Niua, where teachers before have never
been stationed. )

On Wednesday the wind being favor-
able, weleft for Fotuna, which we sight-
ed during the night, after which we were
obliged to shorten sail, to prevent our
approaching the shores hefore the break
of day. Asthere is no good anchorage at
this 1sland, immediately upon our near-
ing the coast, Capt. Willinms lowered his
boatin which we proceeded to the shorc.
On landing we were instuntly surround-
cd by some 150 or 200 natives, many of
whom were armed with clubs, spears,
bows and arrows, hatehets and muskets.
After spending « few minutes upon the
heach, we ascended a rugged moun-
tain and walked a considerable distance
inland,to a house occupied by one of the
Anciteum teachers. There are ot present
four tcachers, on the island, with three
of whom we met, and received from them
avery satisfactory and interesting ce-

wort of their tours and success, since
]:wt visited. They also reported very
favourahly, respecting the station a:
which the other teacher resides, and the
natives appeared very anxions, that =
Missionary should come and remain
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with them. Upon this request being
made Mr. G. inquired of them, if they
would be good to a Missionary, if they
would pretect him, if they would prevent
the natives from killing him? 'To the
former questions they replicd in the
affirmative, but appeared rather jndig-
nant at the latter, and said no, no, no
kill him Missionary. You know your
teachers are here and we no kill them;
you know too, that you come heve, and
if we want kill him Missionary, we could
have killed you plenty time long ago.
While on the island, Mr. G. delivered a
short address in the Anciteum language,
to which soveral of the natives puid par-
ticular attention, at the close of which
we returned to the boat, went off tv the
ship, and set sail for Tana. On the fol-
lowing morning, we arrived safely at
Port ResolutionoBay, where we found
lying at anchor the missivnary vessel,
¢« Jonn Knox,” which has since her ar-
rival here last year, proved of invaluable
benefit to the mission.  We had scarcely
cast anchor when a number of the teach-
ers, accomphnied by several of the na-
tives, came off to the ship and inquired
if we had a missionary for them this
time. Upon heing told that there was a
probability of one being stationed on the
island cre long, many of them gppeared
highly delighted, while others expressed
a desire to visit Aneiteum, and sec for
themselves whether or no it was true
that the word of God had done so much
for the Aneiteumese,as it is said to have
accomplished; and if we find it true,said
they, what you say about the much good
God’s word and the missionaries have
done af Aneiteum, then we come hack
and have a missionary too. It being
impossible to grant them their request
at_present, they sceme? quite disup-
pointed, and said, if you dont grant us
our request you may go, and take your
missionary with you. ~Mr. G. then told
them that he had hrought a house with
him.for & missionary, and asked them if
they would have the house, landed, to
which they would not consent very
readily, until they had the “promise of
visiting Anciteum as soon as convenient.
After sume little consultdtion with the
chiefs and teachers, it was agreed to send
the “John Knox" over for them in a
few days. With this proposal they were
perfeetly satisfied, and set too in good
carnest tu assist in gotting the house
frame brought on shore, the pussession
of which they consider as a certain guar-
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antee of having & missionary at no dis*
tant period.  We then went on shore to
select a site for the ereetion of the build-
ing, and succeeded in obtaining and
purchasing from the Chief the plot of
ground .rmerly owned by the Rer.
Messrs. Lurner and Nisbet,

The following day Mr. Turpic, the
chief officer of the “dohn Williams,” to-
gether with several of the crew, assisted
in preparing a suitable foundation,upon
which they afterwards commenced to
erect the house, which Mr, Geddie in-
tends to have completéd as soon as pos-
sible. 'Phe Chief Miaki who is said te
be a very influential young man, seemed
delighted with the prospect of 2 mission-
ary going to reside with them, and said
to me, no fear of Missionary here now,
if you come and live with us, I’Il protect
you, I'll puild my house beside yours,
and yeu aro safe—we all same as Anei-
teum people upon my land, and no fight
as we used to do.  On Sabbath Mr. G,
preached on shore, in t-l)e morning and
evening, (the former discourse was in-
terpreted Ly Nohoat, the Aneiteum
Chief.) There were about 70 persons
present, all of whom listened very atten-
tively to the words spoken, The next
morning we weighed anchor and set sail
for Niua, which'is a small Islond, 14}
miles from Tana, and is supposed to havo
a population of 400 or 500 persons. Ilere
we stationed ten teachers from Anei-
teum, being the first ever located on thig
island. The natives were very anxious
for a white teacher, but having none for
them, they said-Anciteum one§ do very
good. TMaving little business to do at
this island, we lefo for Eromanga inthe.
evening, and arrived theve the ﬁ)lloivjng
morning, where we were much please
to meet brother Gordon and his amiable
lady, in the enjoyment of lichlth and
strength, Inthe.forenoon we all went
on shoie,:and-our feelings may be better
imagined than expressed, when treading
the place once trodden by him, who fell
a martyr to missionary enterprise upon
this island. In the afternoon we met
on board the “John Williams,” to con~
sult with Mr. Geddie, respecting the
state of the mission and also the locating
of teachers, (the'minutes of which meet-
ing you will find enclosed.) On Thurs-
day afternvvn we left for Aneiteum, in
the ““John Kunox.” During the evening
we observed in the distance ten of thoso
singular phenumena, called waterspouts,
which are of frequent occurrence in
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these seas, and on the following day,
between the hours of 1 and 4 p. m., woe
observed no less than eight, one of which
caused us no little alarm, it being so
near, that to avoid encountering it we
were obliged to tack ship and sailin a
different dircction: Thoughnearly ealn
when first observed, during its formation
it became quite wet and squally. Di-
veetly over this waterspout, we could
distinctly observe a dense cloud whirl-
ing round and forming its folds into a
tube, trumpet-shaped, but bent to an
angle of 60 or more degrees with the sea.
The tube thus let down from the cloud
like a large engine hose, joined anothor
more fully formed from the sea, whose
gmition and appearance were thatof a
rge cone. At the point of junction the
- diameter of the column seemed to be
from 5 to 6 feet, and at the end 6 or 8
times aslarge. As thusformed it scem-
ed like a hollow eylinder of vapour and
water, extending obliquely from the sea
to the cloud, thin at the iniddle, but
broad at ecither extremisy. A whirl-
ing motion as of fluids in circulation,
could be clearly scen within the tube,
suggesting the idea that this waterspout
was but a cloud feeder like the suction
pipe of a fire engine, that by it the
water was gumped up into the region of
clouds, and in thisway converted into
vapour. After remaining in this position
some 4 or 5 minutes, the pillar vanish-
ed from below, and the upper end only
remained. Soon it disappeared entire-
ly, and the surcharged clouds were rent
under the vapours which were observed
circulating upwards ; this was followed
by heavy rain and strong wind, which
set the sea in such an awful commotion,
that we were obliged to put back for
Dillon's Bay, Eromanga, .where we re-
mained until Monday morning.

On Sabbath morning Mr. Gordon
preached in the native language, to
about 40 of the inhabitants of that still
dark island, after which Mr. Geddie
preached an English sermon to the for-
cigners. In the afternooon Mr. Gordon
dispensed the ordinance of haptism on o
loung man whom he called Mana. He

ad been to Samoa some time ago, where
he hecame seriously impressed, and ever
gince his return to Eromanga, his con-
duct has been such as to Jeave no ob-
stacles in the way of his being admitted
a church member. To Mr. Gordon ke
has been of invaluable service, as &
teacher and interpreter.  After the
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Baptism of Mana, the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper was dispensed for tho
first time, on that island. Around this
table were assembled with us the natives
of Aneitcum, belonging to the “ John
Knox,” the native teacher of E. together
with Mana, who may be said to be ths
first convert to christianity, on that is-
land. On Monday we left and arrived
snfely at Aneiteum the following Wed-
nesday.

As the schooner ig getting under way,
I must cut short. I am very much bet-
ter in health than when I left home.—
Mary is also very well.

Yours truly,
Jo"W. MaraesoN.

LETTER FROM MESSRS COPE-
LAND AND PATON.
To the Rev. John Kay,
Sce. to the . M. Cum. R.P. Church.

On board the Clutha, Hobson’s Bay,
August 12, 1858.

Rev. axp Dear Sir—You will see
from the heading of this Jetier, that wa
have at length reached Australia. The
voyage was much longer than was an-
ticipated, owing to the prevalence, a$
several points of our course, of caling
and head-winds. We have not in this
respect been worse dealt with than oth-
ers—short passages having been the
exception of late. In regard to the
voyage itself much need not be suid.
The course pursued was not that which
any one unacquainted with navigation
would have expected. The mariner no
longer creeps along the treacherous
shore, hut trusting to the compass and
the indications of the heavenly bodies,
commits himself to the trackless occan.
From the time that we lost sight of Ire-
land till we were within one bundred
miles of Mclbourne we saw no land.
After being detained nearly a weck off
the mouth of the North Channel, we
sailed on a)outh-west course, till on Fri-
day, May 28th, we were within one
hundred and fifty miles of the coast of
Brazil. From this point we held to tho
south-cast, passing the Cape of Good
Hope, June 23th; thence we steered
nearly cast to Port Philip. On August
1st we sighted Cape Otaway, and on
th 4th let go nur anchor in Hobson’s
Bay. On arriving, we were met by
some of the kind fricnds from Geelong,
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who came up to rendor us any neceded
assistance.

The accommodetion on board the
Clutha was all that we counld desire in
the circumstances ; overything was dono
to make us comfortable. As the num-
ber of cabin passengers was small, wo
had plenty of room; and of the things
necessary for the body, we had *cnough
and to spare.  All persons belonging to
tho ship were civil and kind. It would
not be right, however, to pass over in
this general way the kindness of the
officers and captain, especially that of
the latter. We lived together like mom-
hers of the same family, and he acted
towards us all the part of a father. To
sccure our comfort he did everything
that could have been expected by a
child from a parent. If advice was
asked for ahout the future, it was given
with cheerfulness—if sickness assailed
e tried every means to restore to health
—if bodily fatigue could be of any
avail it was willingly undergone, and
ell this, notonly during the vuyage,
but when we bad ceased to have any
claim upon him. Throughout he has
acted toward us the same part, in his
own sphere, that our late medical in-
structer, Dr. Lindsay, did in his.

The voyage occupied more than ono
hundred days—mno small portion of a
person’s lifetime.  When' itinerating
through the Church, harrying from one
place to another to meet our numerous
appointments, we were often told that
we would get & long rest when at sea.
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to rclievo somewhat the monotony of
life at sea. O DMay 20th we crossed
the “ Line,” and instend of engaging
in, op being subjected to the frolics
ugual on board the ships at that part of
the voyage, we sat down to a substan-
tial dinner, provided by the captain. A
fow songs, one or two specches. and
some harmless amusements, completed
the programme. Oo Sabbaths wo had
public worship 2t 12,30, weather and
other circumstances permitting. On
two orthree occasivns we could not meet
on account of the rolling and tumbling
of the vessel. When the weather was
fine wo met on deck, under the canopy
of heaven. Our commander himseef
began these services, and thon left the
care of them entirely to us. Family
worship was observed every ovening at
7p m. Besides the usual exercises,
when the night was calm, a proxtion of
Dr Livingston’s Travels, orof Todd’s
Works, was road. There was a Bible
Class which met on Sabbath and Jon
Wednesday, attended Ly the young
men gnd women among the passen-
gers, and some of the boys belonging
to the crew. Mrs Puaton, too, kept a
gchool for the children during the week
and ou Sabbath. The attendance on
all these meetings was good, better,
however, at the beginning than at the
close.

A word or twoabout our future move-
ments. On Tuesday last we heard that
there was a ship lying in the Bay
about to sail for China by the castern

It would not have been just to tho passage. Captain Broadfoot went with-
Church, nor honourable to ourselves, to us to the master. For £100 he was en-
have spent o much time in resting. A gaged to set us and our goods down
ship is not the most favorable place to upon the Island of Aneiteum. The ship
study, for various reasons; and the read- is an American one from New York.
ing of a Library, or the mastering of We were advised, and we thought it
several sciences, will not therefure be better ourselves, to embrace the oppor-
looked for from us. We have read tunity. -It would havebeen well for us
scveral volumes treating on o variety of to have remained some time in Mel-
subjects, and revised some former siud- Lourne, Geolong, and  Sydney, to have
ies. made the acquaintance of the Christian

Our health upon the whole was good. friends in these places, and to have re-
Unaccustomed as we all wure to a sea- ceived the promised instructions from
faring life, it wasnot to be expected Mr Inglis at Sydney. The above fav-
that at the first we should escape sea- oreble opportunity” having preseated
sickness. itself, wo have ventured to embrace it,

As we proceeded,the voyage had more and would have been on board: the
of pleasure and less of pun. There *Francis P. Sage” to-day had the
were soyeral meetings on board, some. weather been favorable. Having so
of a social and others of a religious na- little time to get ready must be our
ture. The former were intended, by apology for the brevity of this letter ; if
bringing the passengers and crew to- spm*c%\, we shall write another on our
gether, to promote brotherly love, and way to tho islands, which we shall send
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to China with the captain. May this
arrangement be for the glory of God,
and that this may be tho result of it we
curnestly solicit tho prayers of the
Church,

We remain, Rev. and Dear Sir,

Yours &e.,
Joseen CorELAND,
¢
Joun G. Partox.

P. 8.—I visited Geelong on Sabhath
last, and preached in the Reformed
Preshyterian place of meeting in the
forenoon to ahout 150 persons, and in
the evening I aldressed a large audience
in the Baptist Church. On Tuesday
Messrs Wilson and Wright informed
me that this visit had induced the
iricnds in Geelong to form themselves
into an auxiliary Mission Society, and
that they wiched us to keep up o regu-
lar correspondenco with them,and they,

as- far as able, would now and then P!

send us such money and goods,as might
be necessary for our work among the
heathen.

Yours &e.,

Jonx G. Paron.
In a letter addressed to Mr Kay,
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Airdrie, by Rev. Alex. M. Moore, of
date August 11., the following senten-
ces oceur in reference to Messrs Paton
and Copeland. We append them for
the purposo of showing the anxicty of
our brethren to reach the spherc of
their labours :—“Mr and Mrs Patoun
came to Geelong in the end of th weck
leaving Mr Copeland behind in the
‘Clutha,’ to keep watch over the ¢ stuff.’
and to prosecute with the captain’s as-
sistance, inquires about o pussage to
tho Hebrides; and yesterday a tele-
gram came that o ship would sail from
Melbourne on Thursday (to-morrew),
and so Mr Paton was obliged to leave
this morning. 1le preached for me on
Sabbath afternoon. 1 had once someo
expeetation that one or both would re-
main and assist me in dispensing thoe
Loxrd’s Supper, but it appears they re-
ceived strict injunctions from® you to
ush on and not delay a single hour,
if it were possible to get away.”

By a subseguent private note, we
learn that they had emberked on bhoard
the *IFrancis;” and were to sail on
August 15. for Aneiteum, which it was
calculated they would reach in three
weeks.—Ref. Pbn. Magazine.

OTHER MISSIONS.

ENGLISII DAPTIST MISSION IN
WEST ATRICA.

SUPPRESSIGN OF TNL MISSION AT FER-
NANDO PO,

The Forcign Missionary of Septem-
tember, pages 120-123, contained an
aceount of the hreaking up of the Bap-
tist Mission bgr the Spanish authoritics
at Fernando Po.  We insert now a con-
tinuation of the sad narrative of Roman-
ist intolerance, and we are glad to be
ablo to insert also an interesting account
of the new station to be occupied by the
Mission. It would appear that God is
already overruling the%igot-ry of Rome,
and making it the occasion of greatl
extending in all probability the useful-
aess of the mission.

The arrival of the West African Mail
permits us to continue the narrative of
the interruption occasioned the Spanish
Government, As intimated in our Jast
“ Herald,” Mr. Saker, in the afternoon
of the Lord’s day, May 30, gathered a
few of the members of the congregation

in the wilderness, and under the over-
hanging branches of forest trees, con-
dueted the worship of Gud. The wea-
ther was not propitious. But some were
prevented from joining the assembly by
the Romish priests, who prowled the
streets of the town throughceut the day.
Many armed sailors also moved about,
Governor Chacon having been informed
by an adversary of the people, that they
were being moved to mutiny and insar-
rection. It was even said that they
would fight for their worship. Ilowev-
cr, the day passed in quietness, and the
voice of prayer and praise was heard in
nearly every cottage, the pruclamation
f(l)rbid]ding only public worship in the
chapel.

0131 the following day the answer of
tho Governor-General to the request for
delay was officially forwarded to Mr.
Saker, and in tho cvening the people
gathered in public meeting to consider
their future course. Fearing interrup-
tion, were any open act of worship per-
formed, at Mr. Saker's request, tho



assembly sat for a few minutes in silent
prayer. Not without rcason was this
ipstinence, for the assembly was closely
watched by the priestly soldiers of Spain.
The deliberations of the meeting were
finally embodied in the resolutions given
helow, and with another act of silent
worship the people separated. * .
It will he perceived that the inhabit-
nits generally have resolved to leavo
Fernando Po, and have given potice to
%at effcct to the Spanish authorities.

Whether the entire colony will break
up their homes we are not informed ;
but certainly not less than one-half,
sbme five hundred persons, are prepared
tp go forth and “‘seek another country,”
31 ere liberty of conscience and of wor-

hip may be enjoyed.

By the evening of the next day Mr.
flaker was ready to enter on his tour of
éxploration. Wednesday morning was
wet and gloomy ; but, in company with
M. Fuller, a native brother, five boys,
dnd two women, at eight o’clock he sail-
¢d in a small native craft for Bimbia.
The passage was unusually long. Heavy
rains, chopping winds, with intervals
df dead calm, delayed the vessel’s pro-
gress. Worst of all, in the confusion
accasioned by taking on board a2 number
of packages, the basket of provisions
was left behind. The little tea and
gugar on board had got mixed with
pepper. Hungry, wet, and sick, the
voyagers at length reached Bimbia on
the following Sabbath. Four days and
& half had been spent in a voyage us-
ually of but twelve hours’ duration.

King William, the Bimbia chief, had
1ow to be seen, and his consent gained
to the occupation of such a part of the
coast as might be found suitable for a
eettlement. “Previous voyages along the
cpast, pointed out the Bay of Amboises,
48 a favorable spot; and, at Mr. Saker’s
formal request, the chicf willingly con-
sented to sell such a tract of Jand as
might be wanted. He also promised
guides when the missionary should go
an his exploring expedition. The wea-
ther being very stormy, Mr. Saker pro-
ceeded to hig station at Cameroons,
Wwhere arrangements were requisite for
the reception of some of the children
from Clarence. The boat being prepar-
¢d and provisioned, Mr, Saker started
an qudz:fy, the 14th June, for Bimbia.
By mgh all the bar of the river wag
reached, where the boat was anchored
till next morning. A night of storms,
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rolling, and discomfort followed. Thn
small canoe was lost. Taking advawn-
tage of the tide, the bar was, however,
safely crossed in the morning, and the
missionary reached Bimbia in the af
ternoon. ~After a hurricd dinner, Mx,
Saker, with Mr. Fuller and a guide, set
out to explore the neighhoring Bay of
Amboises, lying under the mountaipw
behind. With rapid steps they peno-
trated the wilderness. They soon came
out again upon the sea, av War Ba
under a cliff’ three hundred feet hig
‘Tho passage round the Bay was exceedr
ingly troublesome, over broken rocks
and boulders, loose and rolling, with
slippery surfaces and jagged edges, tle
evidence of mighty volcanic actiona
Again in the wilderness, the path led
them through ravines, rivers, over cliffia,
and along the base of the mountaige
which here approach the sea. The wik
derness was as dark as night; but .thp
level land exhibited o rieh soil, well
timbered and watered.

The Bay of Amboises reached, it wgs
too late to explore it. The sun was sep
ting; s0 the return journey was begum
The dark wilderness was darker by
night. The guide lost his way. Then
came the necessity of forcing a path
through the thick underwood. 'The
rocks had to be scrambled over by the
light of the stars, precipices avoided,
and the deep ravines crossed. Amid
these arduous labors the night wors
away. For six or seven hours thi
weary wandering continued. At lass
the roar of the sea was heard. Tremb-
ling and thankful, the wanderers reach~
ed War Bay; but their labor was far
from over. “To walk over these stongs
by the faint light of the stars,” saym
\%; Saker, “was impossible; yet ¢p
we must. Weary and sore we hegan.
On my knees, on my toes, and with my
hands, Ilabored for two hours ovay
that dreadful road.” The cliff reach;%
it was too dark to find the path to asce
it; so0, being safe from the tide, the tror
vellers lay down, under God’s protey
tion, on tho stenes, and tried to sle
“The cold was too great; Fuller and
lay close to be warm, but we could ned
sleep. In about an hour and a half the
first faint streak of morning aroused ug
Soon, very soon, we found the track,
and then we ascended. By half pasy
six wo had reached Fuller’s house.”
Shoes, trousers, hat, umbrella, all wefp
torn or battered to pieces; the haads
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were pierced with thorns, or gashed
with the shm'g edges of rocks,

Undismayed by this perilous adven-
ture, the indefatigable explorers aggin
took boat after hreakfast, and set out
for the Bay of Amboises by sea. Inthe
Niger expedition of 1841 this hay was
visited and surveyed by Captain W.
Allen, the commander of the expedi-
tion. On several occasions the ships
anchored within the islands which shel-
ter the entrance ; but th) officers of the
survey received the impression, that
while the anchorage was safe, the cli-
riate ealubrious, and the promixity of
the mountains favorable for health, the
bay did not contain a satelanding place.
Nought but o heavy surf was visible
from_the deck of the steamer, “But
now,” says Mr. Saker, “that I need a
home for our people, where a trade may
be created, and to which commerce may
be drawn, I search for a lunding only,
gnd bebold! God hath hidden up a
deep interior bay—for ages—a bay with
nearly two miles of beach, without a
stone, and almost without a wave, large
€nough to contain a thousand hoats and
small vessels; while the Amboise Bay
will contain o navy. Into this bay the
géa-breeze blows in all its purity, and
the mountain wind at night is a1l fresh-
ness.” )

“ Here, if her Majesty’s Government
simetion and sustain our efforts, can be
cpal stores, provieion stores, building
yards, and every other essentjal for
commerce. Here too, a highway ma;
bo 1ade into the interior, and the native
g‘roduce shipped in smooth water for

Gurope. Here the Mail Company will
find ultimately its claims and greatest
support. It will be a centre of civiliza-
tion, frcedom, and light. It will be
essentially a religious, enlightened col-
dny.” And here also, under British
protection, the Lord’s people may wor-
ahilp God without molestation. During
& lovely day the exploration of this
beautiful retreat was completed. The
toil of the previous days was forgotten
in the success which bad been achieved,
gnd the missionary returned to Clar-
ence, with a glad and grateful heart, to
report to the brethren how the good
hand of God had led and prospered him
in the way. On his arrivalin Clarence,
Mr. Saker found in the cove three more
Spanish men-of-war.

" During the absence of the exploring
party Mr. Diboll was engaged in sus-
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taining, by conversation and domiciliary
visits, the faith and courage of the peo-
ple. Arrangementsiwere made for hittle
prayer meetings in every house, especi-
ally on the Lord’s days. On onc occa
sion a larger meeting was attempted inn
remote corner of the town. Mr. Diboll
also paid a visit to the jungle towns,
where the aborigines dwell, They
learnt, with strong expressions of regres,
the anticipated departure of the mission-
aries, and openly declared they would
not submit to the Spanish authorities
but assert their independence.

Strangely enough, almost every Lord®»
day witnessed the funeral of some inv
habitant of the town. _As the missiomn
ary is allowed to perform the lust ofices
for the dead in the usual manner, thes®
funerals have provided an opportuni
for public worship. ‘ JIow solemnly,
says Mr. Diboll, ¢ does the Lord opep
the way for us to address the people.
Thus every Lord’s day I am preaching
in the open air, and over an open grave
How wonderfully does the Lord miz
mercy with judgment. May his voicp
be heard in this the day of his visito
tion.” Ile adds, “We have continued
to hold our secret meetings, and so thg
spark of devotional fire is kept alive:
This morning (Sunday, 27th June) on
party met at four o’clock, another at
six, and another ab seven.”

On the 17th a letter was received by
Mr. Diboll from the Tieutenant-Gover-
nor, charging him with creating dis~
affection among the colonists to the
Queen ot Spain’s authority.,

It is not expected that the Governor
General will throw any obstacle in ths
way of the proposed emigration ; but it
ig obvious that it will entail upon the
mission and the people heavy losses and
expenses, The Committee havealready
addressed the British Government on
the subject, and would fain hope tha¥
the cruisers on tho const may be direcd-
ed to afford assistance in transporting
the people and their property. They
have a fair claim on the Epglish Gow
crnment for thisact of kindness. Somp
of them were slaves liberated by the
slave squadron, while others settled in
the colony as British subjects, when i§
was founded in 1827 by Captain Owen

Meanwhile we commend these suf
fering disciples of Christ to the sym-
pathy and prayers of the churches.
our npest issue we hope to be able ¥
present some account of the locality in
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which the new settlement will be form-
ed.—Missionary Herald, Scplember,—
1858.

NEW STATION AP AMBOISES BAY.

Directly o the north-east of Fernan-
do Po, and lying under the shadow of
the voleanic mountains of Cameroons,
is the Bay of Amboises. Three islands
oceupy the entrance to the bay, Abobbi
or Pirate Island, Damch or Ambas Is-
land, and Mondoleh. Of these, the last
is the largest, and is covered with tim-
ber to its%ﬂghcsb point. Allareinhab-
ited by o race, evidently derived from
Bimbia, and they speak a modification
of the Dualla language ; they claim to
be independant of the Bimbian chief,
and that independence is sccured by
the rocky fastnesses in which the
dwell, and by the few spots on whic
boats can secure o landing,

Once within the shelter of the islands
the vognger sees before him o hay some
15 to 20 miles in cirenit, with a vocky
shore and the surf perpetually hreaking
upon jt. Anopening in the rocky ridge
to the eastward, admits boats and small
vessels into a small ¢ove, a mile and a

-half in width, and having a sandy and
open beach. It ison this spot Mr. Sa-
¥er has fixed for the erection of the new
town and mission station, and which he
groposcs to name Victoria. The outer

ay has a safe anchorage for ships of a
large size at all seasons, and is open
aonly to the southwest wind, blowing
cool and refreshing from the broad At-
lantic. Though carefully surveyed by

Captain W. ?Lll:m, in 1342, the cove
appears to have been overlooked. e
frequently resorted to the bay, for the
purpose of improving the health of his
crew, and lamented that so fine a bay
did not possess the necessary facilities
for a scttlement. The explorations of
Mr. Saker have, however, discovered
what was wanting, in the judgement of
that estimable officer, to make the Bay
of Amboises the most frequented haven
aon the coast,

From the shores of the bay, the Cam-
eroons mountaing commence their as-
cent. Within three or four miles, the
first summit rises to a height of 5,820
feet, while the highest pesk, ten or
twelve miles beyond, reaches 12,760
feet. The sides of the mountains are
clothed with forest, and old men relate,
that fire was seen to issue from the top-
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most height. “They all suw it,” the
people said, “and they felt the carth
shake like a steamboat.”  “The peoplo
then feared it would kill them all”’—
This, coupled with the name of the
mountain, Mongo-ma~Lobah, or God’s
mountain, offer a reason for supposing
it might be the chariot of the gods of
ITanno, the Carthagenian.*

The sides of the mountains, and the
valleys around their base, are generally
inhabited by wild races, who hitherto
have had little intexcourse with Euro-
peaas, but who appear to have theo usual
characteristics of the negro race. The
land, however, immediately arcund the
bay, is without occupants.

The Bay of Amboises is repeatedly
referred to by Captain Allen as remark-
ably salubrious and healthy. “Here,”
he says, “ihesca breeze or cool land
winds hardly ever fails. During our
frequent visits to the Bay of Amloises,
we had ample reason to be satisfied with
having selected it as our principal sta-
tion, as the continued health of the
crews justificd tho opinion that had heen
formed of its comparative salubrity. It
is open to the almost constunt south-
west wind coming in purity across the
wide Atlantic, and is backed by the
lofty Cameroons mountains, over which
the land breeze passes at night, brin
ing a diminished temperature, whic
secures 4 calm and refreshing sleep,
and, possibly, a freedom from noxious
exhalations.  We cxperienced a few
tornadoes, but, in general, the weather
was very beautiful, without much rain.”
(p. 320.) The bay therefore appears
far to exceed Clarence in heelthiness,
and to be every way desirable for « tro-
pical residence. In the case of the
crews of the fatal Niger expedition, fever
rapidly gave way to the bracing effects
of the climate of the bay.

Arrangements bave been made to se-
cure from the Bimbian chief, King Wil-
liam, the entire shore of the covo for
the new settlement. It is understood,
however, that the whole of the bay,
with the surrounding country, is sub-
jeet to the queen of England. Years
ago, the chief surrendered the sover-
eignity to Colonel Nichols, as the repre-
sentative of the British Crown, when
lie received the empty title of king, in,
which he now rejoices. Should the

% QOapt. W. Allen’s Niger Expedition, vol.
i, p. 273,
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English government assert their right,
a8 1t is expected they will do, therr will
our Christinn brethren bhe {reed from
all danger of interruption in their evan-
gelical Iabors. Here, at least, neither
the priests of Rome, nor the intolerance
and bigotry of Spain, will he allowed to
interfere. ~Liberty of conscience and of
worship will be both the right and pri-
vilege of all.—1did : Oct., 1858.

THE INTERIOR OF AFRICA.

Rev. W. H. Clark, a missionary of
the Southern Baptist Board, wrote from
the Ogbomashaw, Central Africa, De-
cember 18, 1857, to Rev. R. R. Gurley:
—T have just returned from a preach-
ing and exploring tour to the eastern
part of Yoruba, the kingdom of Ijesha,
the kingdom of Igbona, the Nufi king-
dom, and to the Niger. It hasheenmy
object, for some time, to form the con-
nexion between Yoruba and the Niger,
and thus prove the practicability of ad-
vancing in that direction. = I have taken
the step with the most satisfactory re-
sult, having reached the Niger at the
village of Fouga, on Friday morning,
December 11. ~ On leaving home, I had
been informed by Licut. May en route,
for Lagos, of the rather distressing state
of the present Niger Expedition, of
which he is a member, in the disabling
of their steamer, the * Daysprieg.” 1
determined, therefore, to make this
point of the Niger. I spent two days
with the company, gathering what in-
formation I was able, and then left for
home, to descend this magnificent river
for twelve or fificen miles, and repass
over one of the finest valleys the world
can boast. On my return, as I looked
with so much pleasure on this beautiful
bottor of light alluvial, many parts of
which are burdened with grain, the
fruit of the labourer, the thought enter-
ed my mind, with increased power,
‘What o ficld for American colonization
of colonred people! . . > . . . .
Here, in the interior of Africg, runs a
magnificent river, pure and clear as
brook water, and with a width, 600
miles from its mouth, varying from haif
to three quarters of a mile. The coun-
try at thig point is-high and elevated, in
the valleys fertile, and with a general
;:ppeu.rance most indicative of health.

he nevigation of this river is no longer
8 question ; and to render it navigable
at all seasons of the year, fora few days’
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Jjourney above this point—only require
a little experience and acquaintance
with the channels. . . . . . . .
From the river, turn your attention to
that beautiful, elevated valley, lying on
the western bank, and ecxtending for
miles down the river, with a back coun-
try, open, healthy and productive ; cov-
cred with the shea butter-tree, and suffi-
ciently open to admit of immediate cul-
tivation. The settler would have hut
little to do, other than put his hand to
the plough, and his children to the but-
ter-tree, to secure a competent support.
The fertility of the valley cannot be
doubted. Yams, rice, corn—Indian and
varieties of the Guinea—and sugar
cane, besides other grains, can be: pro-
duced to an unlimited extent. The
harvests of Guinea corn, here, surpass
anything in richness I have ever seen
in Africa; and a yam, weighing 32
Ibs., was brought to the English en-
campment, besides many others some-
thing smaller. I saw in this Lottom a
beautiful opening, covered with grass,
and containing, I suppose, 2 thousand
acres, that would produce sufficient for
the whole population of Yoruba. Tho
morning I rode through it, for two
hours and o half, was delightful,
though biting cold, and bracing to
the system. The thermometer de-
scends as low as sixty degrees; and
I doubt not, during the harmattans,
would reach fifty. Now a colony in
such o country as this could not but
be successful, and the glorious harbin-
ger of Africa’sredemption. The mere
valley itself would support hundreds
of thousands of people, to say nothing
of that extensive open country lying to
the westward.”—Journal of Missions.

POPERY IN CHINA.

Cmixa has just been opened to the
preaching ot the gospel. This is an-
other of those astonishing events which
betoken a more than ordinary Provi-
dence acting at this day throughout the
carth. Great events imply great re-
sponsibilities. What has just happened
will be a mighty blessing or a mighty
curse, according as it is improved by
the churches of Christ. The enemy is
not asleep. Already the Church of
Rome has entered China ; already she
has a staff of emissaries there. Sheis
prepared to send more.  She even an-
ticipates the entiro subjugation of the
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country to her yoke. Let the British
churches rouse themselves to an effort
worthy of the occasion, that China may
Dbe saved from falling a prey to Anti-
¢hrist’

That the reader may sec what tho
Church of Rome has done, and is still
doing in China, and how confidently
ghe looks on that empire as aiready
won, we append the following from
the Tublet taken from the Cape Colonist
of July 17: .

“We hope that, eve long, the empire
¢f China will be thrown open to Euro-
pean commerce, that the obstacles
which have hitherto been opposed to
the Christian faith will be removed,
4nd that the Church will have free lib-
érty to preach the gospel of Christ to
the innumerable inhabitants of that
empire. I consider it will ve intercs-
ting to a portion of your readers to hear
something of the history and state of
Catholicity in that country. There are
some persons who think there are
scarcely any Christians in China, with
the exception o1 » fev, in the cities,
which have Feen open to the com-
merce of the Western world; but we
are happy to say they are mistaken,
for there are some millions of Catho-
lics in the Chinese empire.

« After the year 1735, the Jesuits
were allowed some liberty to assist the
Christians, which they did with their
patural zeal (Vide ¢ Mender, Univer,
His. and Let.”” Edt., tom, 28). Since
thea till the present time, though
there have been persccutions against
Christians in China, yet their number
has wonderfully increased, for there are
hetween two and three millions of Rom-
an Catholies in that empire. This,
though small in comparison to the num-
ber of inhabitants, yet if we take into
cousideration the numbers of infants
who have been baptized, we must con-
sider that the Church of Christ has done
a great deal in that country. Not long
since, we read in the “Annals of the
Propagation of the Faith,” a letter writ-
ten by a priest, who stated that he and
8 catechist baptized annually about
1,000 infants who were in danger of
death. We hope that ere long there
will be many native Chincse prepared
for the priesthood, who with great facil-
ity, will be able to instruct their coun-
&ymen in the faith of Christ. In the
.¥ear 1834, we met on board the French
steamer Casini, in this bay, two intelli-
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gent young Chinese going; to Rome to
preparoe for the sacred ministry; they
were then about seventeen yecars old ;
they had their Latin Testaments, and
were able to translate them into thed
own language. Wo are happy to state,
that there is a great number of Catholi
clergymen in China; there are Jesuits,
Dominicans, Lazarists,and many priests
of the Congregations of Foreign Mis
sions. There are also at least fifteen
bishops.

«“The vicarate of Koeni-T'cheon was
vacant at that time, and there was a
prefect of the Lazarists at Pekin, and
two procurators of Foreign Missions at
Hong Kong, and a flourishing mission
in Canton. There are also Sisters ¥
Charity in China, who do a great deal
of good, and are highly respected
the Chinese. When a Catholic consi
ers how his faith has slpread through-
out the world, how it has triumphed,
notwithstanding the obstacles it had to
encounter, the opposition it met with
from the world and the devil, the per-
secutions its followers had to suffer jn
different ages and many countries;
when he ‘sces that it daily increases,
that it is becoming more and more ro-
spected even by its enemies; when ks
hopes that the days of persecution
have gone by, and that an era of tole-
ration has commenced even in Pagpn
countries—his heart must rejoice.”

ORDINATION OF POPISH MIS-
SIONARIES.

The Paris Court Journal of Satur-
dar, September 5, describes the follow-
ing designation of missionaries, which
it calls an army of martyrs:”

¢ The fashionable and religious world
was convoked on Friday last to one of"
the most curious ceremonies which takp
place in Paris, that of the departure of
the Missionaries for their various des
tinations to all parts of the globe. On
this occasion an unusual number of
these bold and enterprising young men,
willin;i and ready to suffer all thingy
for Christ’s sake, were presented a3
the slterof the * Missions Etrangeres,”
and a most touching sight it was
behold this assemblage of pale devoted
youth, and their small wallet and knos»
ted stick—which constitute, according
to strict rules, the whole of their bag
gage—ready armed for the good fight,
about tv rally forth into the unknown
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dark, to combat with, it may he, invis-
ible and unknown enemies—alone, un-
nided, and protected by their Master’s
name alone. They sat in a line before
the altar, twenty-seven in number, and,
in the presence of the multitude, renew-
cd publicly the vows they had uttered
in Jvrivute on cntering the estabishment,
of forsaking home, country, friends, and
family, to spread 1lis name far over the
surface of the earth—to scorn the pangs
of torture, cold and hunger—to suffer
solitude, imprisonment, and stripes, ra-
ther than turn back from the task thus
aelf-imposed by religious convictions
alone. Amongst the number of this
year’s missionaries was a youth of twen-
ty, the only son of onc of our greatest
painters, whose voeation for this life of
danger Ins developed itsclf so strongly
ever since his carliest childhood, that
the father, amidst the bitterest regret,
has listened to the reasonings of the
higher ecclesiastical authorities commis-
sioned by the son to solicit his consent,
and has bravely resigned this fondly-
loved child into the hands of the Church,
perfectly convinced that the call will
not be unanswered.

“Another of theso aspirants to heav-
enly reward, is a young man, the son
of a rich banker, whose suicide a
short time ago filled all Paris with
consternation.  His voeation is sub-
missive to the law of expiation, and he
tarned at once from the world in which
his father had sacrificed everything,
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and finally life and eternity itself, to
offer himself a sacrifice in redemption
of his father’s error. The coutrast be-
tween the two young men—T7The ond
vocation was spontancous, the other
that of judgement and reasoning—was
evident to all. The first, all joy and
triumph at having accomFlishcd 3
long-sought end ; the other, all resigna-
ton to the will of Providence. At thp
conclusion of the mass, one peony
wag given to each of the travellery,
which is to be renewed at cach station,
one small loaf was placed within tim
wallet which contained the one changp
of linen ; and they went onr their way,

singing joyously, as they disnppcm'egl
through the dodr at the back of ths
alter, concerning the glories of Para-
dise and the bounties of the Lord. B

thig time most of them are embarketz
either at Ilavre or Bordeaux, for thp
savage countries to which they awp
bound. The vessel which conveys them
will leave them in the midst of the hor-
rid loneliness to which they have con
demned their young lives, and the nesh

news which reaches us concerning thein
may be of their success in converting
whole nations to Chrstiianity, or of thp
lingering death to which they hase
been condemned by the inhospitahls
tribes among whom they have bech
sent.’—Scotch Free Church Record
October, 1858.

NEWS OF THE CHURCH.

P. E. 1. PRESBYTERY.

The Preshytery of P. E. Islaad, in
vonnection with P. C. of Nova Scotia,
wet at Cavendish, on Wednesday, S4th
November, infer alia, Mr. Robert Laird
having returned from Scotland, where
he had BLeen for some time prosecut-
ing Lis Theolugical studics, and being
present at the meeting, Presbytery, pro-
ceeded to take the exercises prescribed
to him as trials for license as follows,

viz;—A homily,on 1Cor. xv. 22, “For

as in Adam all die”’—A lecture in Heb.
vi. 4—6. “For it is impossible &e.”>~
A Popular Sermon on John iii. 7, last
clause, Yo must be born again.”—BEx-
ercise and additions, on Acts iit. 10—
a1, ¢« Repent, &.” Mr. Laird wasalso
examined on the 7th century of Church
History ; the book of Ruth in Hebrew,
and in the Greek Testament ad apertur-
am libri.  A!l the preceding exercises
were sustained and highly approved.
Having satisfactorily answered the uso-
al formula of questions, Mr. Laird was



.

14

duly licensed to preach the cverlasting
ssospel, and wes appoinied o supply the
stadion in Charlottetown and adjacencies
until the next meeting of the Presby-
tery.
’l)‘he Rev. Dr. Keir having been sum-
moned to the immediate enjoyment in
hieaven, of that Master whom he so long
and so faithfully served in the church
below, the following record was order-
ed to e inserted in tune minutes ot
Presbytery, viz :—“As it pleased Al-
mighty God, in his wise and inscrutable
providence, to remove by death our ven-
erable father, the Rev. John Keir, D.D.,
S.T.D.,the Presbytery would record their
high sense of his worth and usefulness,
as a man—as a Christian—as a minister
of Christ—as a Professor of Theology—
us President of the Board of Foreign
Missions, and in all the various relations
of life. Ilaving come to this Island at
chat early period when it wasa literal o
well as a moral wilderness, he cheerfully
submitted to the privations and hard-
ships incideat to a new country, for the
sake of promoting the cause of his Great
Master.  In many I: alities where there
are now respectable congregations, he
was instramental in first sowing tho
seed of divine truth, from which he lived
to seea rich harvest. e was eminently
of ameek, quict, and unssuming temper.
He was distinguished for his adherence
to the doctrines of sovereign and free
grace, for bis disintercstcdl\enevolence,
liis cheerful self-denial, and his untiring
assiduity in his Master’s service. Ile
was a warm friend of our Foreign Mis-
sion—one of its first projectors and most
cfiicient promoters. '&oung men looking
forward tothe ministry ever found in him
asineere friend and ready assistance in
their studies. 1le has gone down to his
gravein the79th ycarof his age, and after
aministry of 50 Fears, having sustained
an unblemished reputation, and been the
object of the affectionate respect of the
whale church to which he was so longa
blessing.”

A letter of condolence with Mrs. Keir
and family, prepared by = committee
appointed for that purpose, was read,
approved, and ordered to be forwarded
at carliest convenience.

: Rev. Mr. Crawford reported that he
had moderated in 2 call from Fortunc
Bay Congregation, to the Rev. James
\gatsou—ﬂnat the call was signed by
43 church members, and a good%y num-
berof adherents—guarantecing a salary
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of £94; but from certain circumstances
connected with said eall the Preshytery
concluded not to sustain it.

My, William Keir was appointed to
supply Malpeque Congregation, until
the nest meeting of Presbytery, which
was appointed to be held in that place,
on the 2nd Tuesday of January, 1839,

ADDRESS AND PRESENTATION.

On the 2nd December last, & commit-
tee of the ladies of Salem Church, wait-
ed on their pastor, the Rev. George
Patterson, with an address, accompanied
with a purse containing £20. We sub-
Jjoin the address and reply :

Green ILIL, December 2nd, 1358.
To the Rev. GEORGE PATTERSON :

Minister of Salem Church, Green Hill,
Pictou.

We, the ladies of your cougrega-
tion, have long enjoyed, and highly cs-
teemed the Pastorate, under which it
has pleased the good Providence of God
to cast our lot, and would now gladly
acknowledge all that constraint of %hris-
tian affection, which binds a loving
people to their devoted minister. Per-
mit us, theo to assure you of our sincere
aud growing atlachment to your person
aud femily, and our christian solicitude,
thet you may be long spared to break
the bread of life amongst us and ours.
Your abundant labours in the training
of youth by the superintendence of
Sabbath Schools and Bible - Classes—
your spiritual counsels to the sick and
afllicted—your stated preaching of the
gospel, and your well-know services to
the church zlt]argc, do also challenge our
cordial approbation aud stimulate our
ardent desire for their continuance.

Recognizing the apostolic statement,
deseriptive of the mutual duties of min-
ister and people, iu every age, “If we
have sown unto you spiritual things, is
it a great thing, if weshall reap your
carnal things,” we feel that in addition
to the stated oficrings laid upon the al-
tar, it isour privilege, as now to present
a free will offering, to mark in some
slight degree the high appreciatior
which we, in common with your peoply
generally, do entertain. Accept then,
beloved pastor, this purse, containing
sixteen soverigns, which we confidently
auticipate, you will regard as the fruit
of our carnest desire for your encourage-
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ment in the arduous duties, to which
you are called, and as an essurance that
your labors are not in vain in the Lord.

Please convey to Mrs, Patterson,
whom we gladly hail as an “ helpmeet
for thee,” the high estcem and best
wishes of the mothers and daughters of
your congregation, for the domestic com-
fort and christian weal of yourself and
the little ones, which it haspleased God
to give unto you.

With carnest prayers to the God of all
arace, for his abundant and seasonable
blessings to rest upon your person, fa-
mily and flock, we beg to subscribe our-
selves, Dear Sir, Yours most affection-
ately, in the honds of the gospel.

Signed in the name of the ladies of
Salem Church.

JaxeT McLEax,

Axy McCovur,

Jaxer Rerp,
Erizaseru McKsexziz.

REPLY.
My Dear Curistiaxy FRIENDS:

It cannot but afford me the sin-
cerest pleasure to reccive this kind
xpression of your regard. Amid the

labors, anxieties and trials of a min--

ister, after the approval of the Great
Master whom he serves, nothing is so
fitted to cheer his heart and strengthen
his hauads, as the manifestation of affec-
tion and esteem on the part of those
among whom he labors. In this view
your address and {)rcsent are cspecially
gratifying, and call for gratitude on my
part not only to you, but to h'm who
has the hearts of all men in his hands,
and who has put into your hearts to
manifest your good will in this manner.

I have now been permitted in the
Providence of God for more than nine
years, to break the bread of life among
you, and while the review of my past
services, as in the sight of the Great
Judge of all, presents so many deficien-
cies, as to cell for deep humiliation be-
fore him; yet I rejoice to behold the
evidances that my imperfect services
have been to somie extent owned and
blessed of him. I heve had to regreb
that the amount of the public business
of the church which has devolved upoun
me, has often prevented me devoting my
time as thoroughly to the interests of'the
congregation, as I could have desired ;
yet you have borne with my shortcom-
gs, in this and other respects, and
have expressed your appreciation of my
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services as a minisicr, which though jn-
dicative of the partiality of friendship,
encouraged me to greater efforts for the
future, :

It gives me pleasure to be cnabled to
bear the most favourable testimony to
this congregation. I have indeed taught
as part of the councel of God, the duty
of christian liberality, and this duty the
copgregation have never failed to ex-
emplify, when ecasion offered. I have
appealed to them annually on behalf of
each of the schemes of the church, and
for such other measures of christian
benevolence as occasionally presented
themselves, and scarcely n a single
instance have I failed to receive a con-
butrition liberal in their circumstances,
But I have never found it necessary to
appeal to them for the discharge of their
pecuniary obligations to myself. These
the congregation have uniformly met
without any solicitations on my part.
They have from time to time inereased
the amount of stipend, and have done
s0, during the present year, though cir-
cumstances were unfavourable. ~They
have also added acts of kindness, which
I cannot but remember with thankful-
ness,  Your present “free will offering,”
valuable in itself, and in your cireum-
stances extremely liberal, I especially
valie as a testimony of your affection
and esteem. ’

Mrs. Patterson joins me in retursing
thanks for yvour exprossions of csteem
for herself, and of desire for the welfare
of ourselves and ours. We remember
with gratitude past acts of kindness fo
us as a family, and we cordially veci-
procate such expressions of good will.
“Fhe Lord deal kindly with you as ye
have dealt with the dead and with us.”

In conclusion I would say with the
great apostle of the Gentiles, “Pray for
us, that the word of the Lord may have
free course and Be glorified, even as it is
with you.” And we pledge ourselves
to similar efforts on your behalf. Daily
will we bow our knees before him from
whom cometh down every good and per-
fect gift, soliciting that you “may be fil-
led with the knowledge of his will in all
wisdom aud spirit val understanding,”
that you “may abound more and morce
in every good word and work,” and that
at length you :azy be “ presented fauit-
less before -the presence of his glory
with exceeding joy.”

I remain, Yours, in the bonds of the
gospel. GEORGE PATTERSON.
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NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, &c.

To AgNTs AND Sunscn.psks.—We send BOARDS, AND STANDING COMMIT~

thie January No. as nsuzl to our agents and TEES, &c.

subseribors; but we bave to request thator- 5, of Home Missions.—Rov. Messra,

dcrs‘bo‘li;oni:vn}'d: d, 1;‘;1:1\0 "ﬁl:ltcl";i’h“i;'cf;gf:,c‘: Patierson, McGilveray,Walker and Thomsan,

30"‘;1‘“ + bo forwardet = together with Messrs. Anthony Collie, Colin
ered. e T Yy "

Wo would also again request agents and sab- M:II"'::;?; ‘{Iﬁfgc:}:‘"I\ﬁ{",_ng‘:o?g:i‘;;ft‘:gg

scribers to forward without delay the amounts S!'Z:ro tary. b

due for the past three years. The amounts ©¢ 1 S

o due, though individually small, yet in _ Board of For eign -“55”‘0’1ﬁ~ne\ﬁ31cs‘5r§.

the agygregate amoant to a cotisiderable sum, Baxter. Roy, 1;;‘.) 'i‘:‘fv( Cu‘;%‘;c’ :J‘(\)Z(ll‘ ‘\}3}3(1:1;:

which is urgently nceded at the preseat mo- and MCI:SFS. L 1 ;.
tment, as there is a considerablo sum duo the James Fraser, G. Tattrie, and George Me-

publisher, ar.dd the Huse aud Forciyn Hission Connell, Ruling Elders. Secretary—Rev. J.
Lunds are both exhausted. ayne.
— Seminary Board.—The Professors, ex ofii-
R~ The Convenerof the Forsign Mission ¢jo. Rev. Messrs. MoCulloch, Baxter, E.
of the Free Churck of Nova Scotiz acknow- Russ, Wylie, Cameron, McKay and Currib,
Tedges the receipt of the following celleetivns and Messrs. Robert Smith, David McCurdy,
reveived by the Rev. Petros Constanidos in [saac Fleming, William McKim, Fleminyg
his visits to congregations of the Presbyter- Blanchard, and Adam Dickie. Mr McCal-
inn Chureh of Nova Scotia, in addition to loch, Convenor; Rev. E. Ross, Sceretary.

those previously acknowledgod : Committee of Bills and OQvertures.—Reov,
Truro, Rev. Mr MeCulloch’s Con-‘_ _ Messrs. Bayne,Roy and McGilveray, and Mr.
gresatiot, = ]6 g Jaraes McGregor. Mr Bayne, Conveuer.

Windscr, Mr M h' . . 5
Windser, Mr 2 Iurdicx_sdo ’ Committee on f/’n‘mn with the Free Churchi—
Za3= The Buard of Forcign Missivns will Rev. Messrs, Meliregor, (Convenct,) Muap-
it at New Glaszo Monday eeni doch, Scdgewick, Cameron, McCulloch, J.
mcot at New Glasgew on Monday e ening, Ross’and Bayne, and Messrs. Ca Robson’a.nd

24th inst,, 2t 6 v'clock, p. m. a
"5 G ronan l1’,\':“rsnso.\', Sec’y. - McCurdy, Ruling Elders.

) "G ! Treasurer for all Synodical F .

75~ The Presbytery of Pictou will meet _ 1{?,’;2:: l’nrtierson, Esq., P‘i::/tou. s unds

at Murigomishe on Tuesday, 2ith iast., at 11 . .. .
oclock, a. m. Sermon Ly the Rev. James  Jeciives of Contributions to the Schemes f{'
the Church—James McCallum, BEsq., P. 1.

Thompson. . o
The Presbytery is alsu cxpeeted to meet in Island, and Mr R. Smith, Merchant, Trure.
Primitive Church, New Glasgow, on the fol- - (g i0ce to Audit_Accounts—Rev. G.

lowing day, at 11 o'clock, Walker, and Messrs. Roderick McGregor,
77~ The Receiver of Forcign Mission ?{J;:](\c]:‘c(}::::;: f New tilasgow.  Rov. G-
Goods acknowledges the rceipt of the fol- R :

Committee on Colportage.—~TRov. John T.

odwing :
From Mrs. Peter Grart, Scotch Baxter, Rev. E. Ross, and Messrs. Isanc Ld-
Hilll, 5 yds Flaauel for Mr Geddie, gan and Jasper Crow. 1y
X2 03 £
‘aF‘:'Lo’m Ladies of Rev. A. M chivc-"O Recefver oj}}(;‘uoda for‘ I.I"o;cign Jisstan
roerat] e e and Ageal for Register.—Mr James Pattor-
;‘Kss F?::ﬁ;%“””’ Springville, 30 sont, Bookseller, Pictou.
Froné Ladics of Rev. A. McGil- —_—
very’s Congregation, Middle & Up- - - ~
por Setticurent Bt 30 yds Flanol TERMS OF THE INSTRUCTOR AND
From Ladics of River John, ono . REGISTER.
package Goods, value, P40 Ixstrecror AND REGISTER, single copies

. N . bs. each.  Any person ordering siz copics or
RMonies reecived by the Treas 9 V8. each. ARy pe X P
ed by the Treasurer from 20th more, and becoming responsible for the pay-

> ;
Vovember to 20th Docember, 1555 ment, will receive one free for every six g
Dec. 1 I‘F"" 1'}"' cign Jission. ordered, orto state the matter in avother
ee. 1.—F i;om ‘amcs Murray, o form, for every seven ordered he will only bo.
“ g 45‘{3‘:} fn‘)Ol‘{:J Mo 00 required to pay for six. For Register, singlo

0'\“[{" i °;V of John Me- . copies, 1s. Gd. each, six copics or ore to omo

Millan, R. J. Road, 2 G- address at 1s, 3d. cach, aond ono additional

. Home lission. for every twelve ardered.

Nov. 29—West Branch Cong’tion, £2 14 5  Orders and Remittances to be forwarded

AMr Rob't Smith, Truro, 23 13 9 to Mr James Patterson, Bookseler, Picton.

Baddeck, per Mr McKinnon, 1 10 0 Remittances may also be scat to the Synod
Port Hood, per do. 013 0 Treasurer.



